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The  hand  that  should  have  penned  this  preface  is  stilled  in  death.  The  patient  labors  of 
Prof.  M.  A.  Leeson,  who  spent  nearly  one  }^ear  in  diligent  and  tireless  effort  in  gathering 
the  broken  threads  of  Wood  County’s  organic  history,  and  recording  the  story  of  her  pioneers, 
were  suddenly  brought  to  a close  by  his  death  just  as  the  chapters  of  this  volume  were  com- 
ing from  the  press,  and  the  writer  hereof  was  asked  to  pen  this  page  of  the  book,  the  Preface. 

It  may  be  done  in  a few  words.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  volume  to  record  the  names  and  the 
work  of  those  who  reclaimed  the  county  from  its  wilderness  state,  and  laid  the  foundations  tor  its 
civilization  and  permanent  progress.  It  is  little  more  than  a record  of  what  has  been  done;  when  it 
was  done,  and  by  whom  it  was  done.  The  ways  of  the  pioneers  were  not  the  ways  of  to-day;  yet 
their  story  has  an  interest  to  us,  because  they  were  our  ancestors — our  heroic  kindred,  and  we  have 
a just  right  to  feel  a pride  in  what  they  did. 

Besides  the  interest  which  attaches  to  our  direct  ancestors,  we,  as  a patriotic  people,  feel  an 
interest  in  the  land  we  occupy,  also  who  our  predecessors  in  occupation  were  in  the  far-oft  past — 
whence  they  came  and  what  became  of  them.  That  is  told  in  the  introductory  chapters,  ten  of  the 
first  eleven  of  which  are  the  work  of  this  writer,  before  the  compilation  and  organic  history  work  was 
turned  over  to  the  literary  care  of  Prof.  Leeson.  With  this  were  turned  over  notes,  data  and  frag- 
mentary newspaper  sketches,  the  collection  of  many  years. 

The  writer  of  the  introductory  chapters  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  work  correct  by  such 
well-recognized  authorities  as  Francis  Parkman,  John  Dawson  Gilmary  Shea,  Drake,  Schoolcraft, 
Lossing,  Bancroft,  and  numerous  local  authorities.  This  part  of  the  work  is  presented  in  the  chron- 
ological order  of  the  events,  rather  than  under  the  several  topics  in  which  the  local  history  has  been 
arranged.  It  is  but  just  to  acknowledge  the  great  aid  afforded  in  the  local  work  by  the  files  of  news- 
papers of  the  county,  which,  in  the  recent  years  of  the  county’s  progress,  are  a faithful  refle.x  of  its 
history.  Regrets  are  vain;  yet  we  all  realize  how  much  better  this  work  could  have  been  made 
thirty  years  ago  when  most  of  the  principal  actors  were  living,  than  now  when  nearly  all  are  gone, 
and  the  local  civil  records  are  in  many  instances  lost  or  destroyed — at  least  missing.  In  the  matter 
of  the  Soldier  Roster  and  Record,  it  is  but  just  that  the  writer  should  say,  in  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
tors and  publishers,  Messrs,  j.  H.  Beers  & Co.,  that  they  have  spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  make 
that  complete  and  correct.  To  make  it  perfect,  even  in  a single  township,  would  be  impossible  at 
this  time;  but  that  this  effort  comes  nearest  to  that  attainment  of  any  that  has  been,  or  can  be, 
made,  will  become  apparent  to  any  whb  will  take  the  trouble  to  inspect  it  carefully. 

The  Biographical  and  Portrait  feature  of  the  work  (which  was  no  part  of  this  writer's  original 
plan)  has  been  thrown  in  by  the  publishers  as  an  extra  attraction.  It  may  be  correctly  said  of  this 
feature  that  these  sketches,  in  succeeding  years,  will  possess  great  value  and  interest,  not  only  to  the 
families  themselves,  but  to  the  searcher  in  genealogies  for  history. 

While  great  pains  have  been  taken,  both  by  writers  and  proof-readers,  to  avoid  errors,  no 
exemption  on  that  score  can  be  claimed  in  a work  of  this  kind,  embodying  so  many  proper  names, 
also  dates  and  incidents,  often  dependent  entirely  on  the  memory  of  individuals.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  book  will  be  received  in  that  generous  spirit  which  is  satisfied  with  honest  effort, 
rather  than  in  a spirit  of  captious  criticism. 

To  those  generous  friends  who  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  collecting  data  anvl 
"laking  corrections,  many  obligations  are  acknowledged.  C.  W.  EVERS. 

Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  January  ri,  1897.  ^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


CIVILIZATION,  fitfully  and  slowly,  spread  her  far-reaching  mantle  over  the  Maumee  Coun- 
try. She  wavered  and  hesitated.  More  than  once  she  advanced.  More  than  once  she 

retired  in  confusion  and  dismay.  The  obstacles  were  many  and  serious.  Few  inhabited 
lands  have  presented  greater.  To  the  vast  stretches  of  swamp,  inaccessible  forests,  and 
a dangerous  miasmatic  climate,  was  added  the  implacable  hatred  of  savage  tribes  and  bands — 
made  desperate  and  revengeful  by  real  or  imaginary  wrongs — who  had  retreated  here,  before 
the  westward  march  of  the  hardy  white  Pioneers. 

But  Civilization,  in  her  advances,  is  not  always  of  gentle  mien  and  timid  speech.  She 

can  march  to  her  work  by  rugged  paths.  She.  can  wring  victory  from,  many  a stubborn  field; 

by  many  and  devious  forms  of  assault.  The  desert,  the  glade,  the  morass  and  the  fertile 
valley  are,  alike,  witnesses  to  the  magic  of  her  touch.  She  goes  forth,  now  in  the  mailed 
armor  of  the  Crusader;  anon  in  the  humble  garb  of  the  prayerful  missionary — an  Apoll}’on  to 
destroy,  or  an  Angel  to  save;  a tyrant  to  command  and  enslave,  or  a fair  goddess  to  woo  to 
the  ways  of  freedom  and  greatness.  Her  march,  from  the  remotest  date  in  history,  when 
Babylon  was  in  its  infancy,  down  to  the  last  Indian  treaty  in  America,  or  the  latest  discovery  in 
the  “ Dark  Continent,  ” is  marked  by  the  devastation  of  war  and  the  civilizing  influences  of  the 
peaceful  missionary.  ' 

So  she  at  last  came  to  the  Maumee  Country.  In  one  hand,  the  olive  branch  of  peace, 
in  the  other,  the  sword  of  the  conqueror.  That  August  day  on  the  Maumee,  1 794,  comes  to 
U.S  through  the  mist  of  a century,  like  a phantom  tableau,  historic  and  tragic. 

Civilization  and  Barbarism  stood  beside  that  peaceful  river,  front  to  front,  in  battle  array. 
Gen.  Anthony  Wayne,  by  his  presence,  said ; ‘ • Civilization  sends  this  army:  I am  her  agent ; 
this  flag  I carry  is  her  symbol.  .Accept  peace  or  flee  for  your  lives.  ” In  heroic  spdrit  and 
defiant  words.  Barbarism  answered : “There  can  be  no  peace  till  you  leave  our  land.  We  are 
here  to  stay  your  further  advance,  or  perish  in  the  trial.  ” The  tableau  was  dissolved — the 
tragedy*  began.  Before  the  sun  had  set,  the  emblem  of  the  new  race  waved  triumphant  over 
that  bloody  field.  The  victor’s  cannon  peals  proclaimed  the  permanent  occupation  of  the  land 
by  the  white  men. 

But  this  is  a single,  though  important,  incident,  of  the  manv  which  go  to  make  up  the 
'^tory  of  our  occupation  of  the  Maumee  Country.  The  time;  the  means;  who  our  predecessors 
'vere;  whence  they  came;  where  thev  went,  and  why  we  were  nearl}’  three  decades  later  than 
-<nne  other  portions  of  Ohio  in  making  a beginning — all  these  things  will  present  themselves  as 
''e  gradually  unroll  the  scroll  and  e.xamine  the  impress  each  event  has  left,  more  or  less 
indelibly,  upon  the  records. 

Prior  to  Wayne's  campaign,  lictle  is  known  of  the  .Nfaumee  Country.  Its  history  can  be 
"ritten  on  a single  page.  We  are  not  old.  \\’hatever  distinction  the  .American  is  entitled  to 
b>r  reclaiming  this  land,  we  cannot  boast  of  the  antitjuitv  of  our  civilization,  or  its  institutions. 

I bat  dreamy  charm  or  spell,  upon  which  Oriental  countries,  and  even  Kuropeans,  pride  them- 
'’■Res  so  niuch,  is  denied  us.  We  do  not  need  it.  I'he  world  measures  now  by  events.  luU  by 
boary  antiquity.  The  feeling  of  our  newness  is  more  strongly  impressed  when  we  recall  the  fact 
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INTRODUCTION. 


that  in  the  sprinj^  of  1788  there  was  only  one  white  settlement  in  the  present  limits  of  Ohio, 
and  the  Maumee  Country,  even  thirty  years  later,  had  but  few  white  men  in  its  boundaries. 

But  let  us  take  the  lighted  lamp  of  history,  and  start  along  the  dusky  aisle.s  of  the  past 
back  as  far  as  the  last  quarter  of  the  seventeenth  century,  say  1680 — -sixty  years  after  Ncv. 
England  was  settled.  The  light  grows  dim;  we  are  treading  on  the  shore  of  the  pre-historic 
past.  The  shadowy  outlines  of  unrecorded  centuries  are  just  beyond  us.  We  can  go  no  further. 
The  past  is  a sealed  book,  and  History,  herself,  like  a sleeper  waking  from  a half-forgotten 
dream. 

Let  us  glance  hastily  at  the  landscape  and  map  out,  from  the  boundless  waste,  as  nearlv 
as  we  can,  the  speck  or  place  where  Wood  County  is  to  be  staked  out  by  bounds.  We  can 
define  it.  It  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Maumee  along  the  Rapids.  What  is  it  A wilder- 

ness of  swamp,  forest  and  plain;  dreary,  desolate.  7'here  are  no  signs  of  human  habitation 
except  the  rude  hunting  camps  of  some  nomadic  savages.  The  face  of  the  country  bears  no 
marks,  save  what  has  been  written  on  it  by  Nature's  working  forces.  The  red  men,  occasion- 
ally seen,  have  man\'  conflicting  legends,  told  in  as  many  different  tongues,  but  none  of  thes^ 
claim  more  than  a migratory  residence  in  the  Maumee  Country.  No  tribe  here  claims  ancestral 
graves.  They  have  taken  refuge  in  this  fine  hunting  ground,  perhaps  from  some  more  powerful 
tribe,  and  remain  here  only  till  they  can  escape  to  some  more  secure  asylum  beyond  reach 
their  persecutors.  Stripped  of  all  romance  and  glamour,  and  trimmed  down  to  realitv,  sucli 
was  about  the  conditioimx)f  this  country  when  the  whites  first  saw  it. 

These  briefly  outlined  facts,  with  many  other  things  in  the  same  connection,  will  be 
more  fully  dwelt  upon  in  the  succeeding  chapters.  Wood  County,  chaotic,  un-named.  and  un- 
defined in  boundary  limits,  will,  for  the  present,  be  treated  of  under  the  more  general  name — 
••M  aumee  Country.”  of  which  she  is  a good-sized  fractional  part. 

C.  W.  E. 


(0 


iTm,? 

V 


>i'VTyAA<'SV'tY.\ 


iiHwif  losnTj  ‘^t!i  ^i  Jn^maliJN^  >‘*o  Yi«'-'  »»*»  «» 

8,-nri»r»uo<]  ft»i  ni  niHn  »Jtdw  wd  l.«d  .v>)fll  »n«5n  vlYiiiJ  ««w  .,X'»i«»w‘>  ••>‘*1  b«» 

in  sdJ  lo  AtjfaiB  viiwti  adi  jiciulM  heUi  b«J»  ,vn>J».»ti  K>  q[n<al  v4V  ^ Ji»fl 


'RrfU  ^ifiiT/  ^tJ/.i«— o80«  Viie  , (‘jwJi!«0  ’dJH»aJ0'pv‘ja  i>dJ  llo  4«^  »i!l  feB  m /bwl 

jJciiJ-'iiS  vih'^o  wH*  vdJ  no  artc^yw  ,bt>lib8  ?#iw  hn«{3ita«' 


(rfui  Ot)  oy  MJB3  aV/  «u  lniw»<l  Rai  ano  f/jiwtma  holiiopaintf  ^nttiao  ^y/oUcda  t>dT  JaiKi 
K.yiol-Xfiel  £ n.oiJ  yniili^v/  v^yok  £ aolil  ,H3aiof1  .iTO^wH  bft«  Uolso^.  a ai  )««q  »riT 

■ .n4fiyib 

aaii  4>e  aJSKv/  aKafbnuod  a'H  moil  .1i»o  q«ilt  hfui  ?«|er«iWf  i>/tJ  la 

. >.7/  .sbiiDod  'id  ba-Aiiik  i»d  ul  81  \ti«uoJ  tK>o7/^;ei&rfy/  at>  »dJ  litBO  o'h  8* 

^liw  A ‘ (i  ai  tcHV/  .81/iqcM  s»dJ  >s«o(«  i>4l  k>  fto  »yd  -Ji 


jstidad  riiwod  1©  anpa  on  wc  siaiJT  ,3i«»«bab 

«B&'I  lo  sjfirsrlT  .a33«yfi«  oibaWOH  fKftoe^  % pbwi  ^dt  '.^  ik 


03(0  hsrsilT  naoio]  a<«diow  V'.9BuJifV5  v.tf-  |l‘wd5.i!i9|lirv»'^:.naod.  .«Art  iedw  9Yfi«  .^laia 


lJ1o  ptKAii  tad  .?-5UfiiWi  JnuiaBrb  <tfi  ni  bioi  Yiiam  yvfi^,09»t  x'* 


ajni«b  :>div  o'/.  .^nlnooD  aammU  afli  nluomhigpi  -not a eilt:  mi 

,sr//(.xi  i»-iotn  timoe.  rnto5  sqaHiuq  .fafiuoi^  §niJno<r^<if)  ftuM  ni  ovad 

ibR3i  hnn'i^d  truthka  aiuD&a  slum  9/noa  t»J  aqaa-zJ  fiao  7>ilr  Hit  ats^rf  7u«oiot*  bbay 

■k  .yj(U»i  u)  n//ol>  baitmoiJ  boB  .lOpnialji  bitn  ?;w»b<iio1  )o  b»^i}hia  ^odJ  ,^,  ,f|| 

z jl  y^gp  sHj  0^4^  X’j^'oac>D  ^irft  lo"  adi  luoda 

!(,V/  ,ndiD&miob  9fo$«  och  ni  ajinirli  'i94lo 

I boG  h?mGti-fui  .Diioafio  .vJnwoO  boo’#  ^jnfbd^soDofe  -am  tfi  -tui 

■jmsn  b79iT9B  Biom  9iii  laf.oa  b bafeaU  ad  Jna^4  Jim  bsrtflyf)  . ,; 

.n.r.q  fsni>»J9flil  biixia-bcK)^  .fi'  Vi  yife 


.a  .w 


HISTORICAL 


CHAPTER  I. 


Preamble — Boundaries — Tofograpuv — Ditches — Natural  History — Geology. 


HE  territory  now  known  as 
Wood  count}’,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  French  exploration 
to  1713.  formed  apart  of  the 
original  prouince  of  Quebec; 
from  1713  to  1764,  it  was  a 
part  of  Louisiana;  from  1764 
to  1769,  under  the  British  Par- 
liament Statute,  it  belonged 
to  Quebec  proYince;  from  1769  to  177S,  under 
authority  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  it  was  at- 
tached to  Botetourt  county,  \m.,  and  from  1778 
to  17S7  it  formed  a part  of  Illinois  county,  Va. 
[Virginia’s  ownership  during  this  time  was  more 
nominal  than  real,  as  the  history  of  that  time 
clearly  indicates.]  When  the  Territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  was  established  in  1787,  Wood 
county  was  its  wildest  and  most  inhospitable 
part.  The  Ottawas,  Wyandots  and  other  tribes 
claimed  it  as  their  hunting  grounds. 

Wood  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lu- 
cas county,  on  the  east  by  Ottawa,  Sandusky 
and  Seneca  counties,  on  the  south  by  Hancock 
county,  and  on  the  west  by  Henry  county.  The 
area,  as  stated  by  local  authorities,  is  382.845'^ 
acres,  distributed  through  Congressional  Town- 
ships 3,  4,  5,  6,  7 and  S X.,  in  Ranges  9,  10. 
M and  12  east  of  the  principal  meridian.  The 
county  seat,  which  is  near  the  geographical  cen- 
ter, is  in  Latitude  41  degrees,  24  minutes,  30 
seconds  N.,  and  Longitude  6 degrees,  44  min- 
utes west  of  the  Washington  meridian.  The 
p<.»pulation,  according  to  the  Census  of  1890,  was 
•I4'395-  or  one  inhabitant  to  each  tract  of  8,623 
acres,  or  74.23  inhabitants  to  each  square  mile,  t 
The  altitude  at  Bowling  Green  is  167  feet  aboYe 
the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  or  739.9  feet  above  sea 


«  *  * area  is  variously  e-stininte*!.  In  one  report  it  i?i  k^iven  as 

in  the  “ llnmireii  Year  acres:  in  another  report, 

• b'  Ml  acrt's ; in  “ Ohio  Statistics/’  acres:  an-1  by  Surveyors  \S’oo(i, 

lOvis  and  Sparford.  at  about  acre<. 

The  total  vote  Ncvumlier  11.  was  1 \ H70.  which  on  a basis  cf  one 
y »(•  tn  cv»*ry  five  inluH'itaiits  the  usual  c'^titiiatej  wnuld  make  the  popu- 
'’t  n to-.lay  ;u  which,  no  doubt,  is  an  ov..*r*estiiualc  as  there  are  <o 
‘uv  MHiile  men  in  till' oil  hflds  of  the  couiuv.  The  p«‘'pulatiort  in 
'4uhi  fairly  be  estimated  at  from  tiO.ntx)  to  t'/i.tXXh — Editor. 


level;  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapiids  of  the  Maumee, 
634.9  Let  above  sea  level;  at  Bloomdale,  193 
feet  above  lake  level;  at  North  Baltimore,  177 
! feet;  at  Weston,  1 64  feet;  at  Bairdstown,  iS4feet; 
i and  at  the  north  line  of  Section  17,  Middleton 
township,  91  feet  above  lake  level. 

; Rivers  and  Sireanis. — The  Ma  umee  river  flows 

along  the  northwestern  borders  of  Grand  Rapids, 

: Washington,  Middleton,  Perrysburg  and  Koss 
j townships,  abolishing  section  lines,  and  making 
I a natural  boundary  between  the  counties  of  Lucas 
and  Wood,  excepting  7 [ miles  of  the  north  line  of 
Ross  township.  In  early  years,  as  early  as  1671,  it 
was  called  by  the  French,  Miami  du  Lac.  It  is  a 
river,  which,  could  it  speak,  might  tell  of  a thous- 
and battles  between  the  tribes,  and  of  other  sangui- 
\ nary  engagements  between  the  .Americans  and 
: their  Indo-British  enemies.  The  original  name  was 
i suggested  to  the  French  by  that  of  the  tribe  found 
! near  its  head  in  the  Fort  Wayne  neighborhood, 
i just  as  they  called  the  two  rivers,  flowing  into  the 
I Ohio,  “ Big  Miami ’’ and  “Little  Miami  of  the 
‘ Ohio.”  In  after  years,  when  the  militia,  under 
' Wayne  and  Harrison,  visited  the  valley,  they 
caught  the  sound  “ Omee  ” or  “Maumee  ’ fmni 
Indians  and  English  traders,  and  this  rendering 
, of  the  name  has  been  attached  to  it  down  to  the 
' present  day,  notwithstanding  the  strong  effort 
' made,  in  1S55,  to  change  it  to  “Grand  R;ipids 
I River.”  The  Portage  river.  Toussaint  creek. 
Beaver  creek  and  Tontogany  creek,  and  their 
feeders,  were  the  natural  drains  of  the  countv. 
but  since  1S53  many  artiricial  channels,  known  as 
“ditches,”  have  been  made,  and  the  creeks 
named  cleaned  and  deepeneii  to  form  parts  of  the 
j drainage  system. 

I Ditc/u's. — There  are  many  old  settlers  of  forty 

years  ago  who  remember  tlie  ante-ditch  period, 
•and  who  may  compare  the  county  of  that  time 
with  the  present  county,  and  tell  of  wlut  uood 
' has  been  accomplished  by  the  millions  lu'  dcdlars. 
i drawn  from  tlie  land  owners,  b}'  special  taxation, 

I and  e.xpended  in  draining  their  territi'ry.  The 


»»»  I F TV  IB-  r 


k 


v'f 


JAG^^OT^{H  !:> 


.1  AHO'  ■'' 


‘w 

!wl  ''^.' 

'V  ' 

- 

) . ■ ■ : 

■■•  . ,:*  ■ 

4?;.  ;.' 

:,  W-H-: 

«'.»<xj04.i  >—  y no  I /I'.i  W jhfi  j i:^^/'. — w<|  joH — aksM  a^mH.  ”5  ' 


,!iynM<bV:  ^:li  Vo  ?jrl)  lo  Joo%arft  ♦je.jls.v^i  |"a»  , 3t'l i' 

v[i  b<ii.io)H  Ift  ;bv=-(  &vn4«  M j ' siVi  '^'*’**’*3’^ 

V;i  , jv  nuJw.'l  tlho7,  J«  ; bvy!  »:iei  ^vod*' 3a»i  r'qofVfAulijV.a' | 


% 


• u'Cf^i  i t’'j{«i.iit4  il'i'rr  ••  ,vr>'4iV\Vcl  \>v»u  i/vv-Vi'A 
,i*W<^«i’l  bfi6ir>  io  in^jisov/fition 

M'oM  ‘t*ro,  ;a-»j<fjii^’a5'I  .noJnfbbili  , JIor>JOtd/r)iW 
^fH;irc»T7  l)f»s‘ .aaod  tuj'ssim  ,2'^id«rfwo‘.. 

p«  .‘u  i lo  v<aif«u'4io  *>fii  ; 

to  I'nil  iVnoii  *,flJ  l^x^abar  {’’^  ^nijqsvZW-.feortW 
)i  .1  nn  {h;.*!>  (HJ}*?  nl  .qidsft'JctGi  TSKoH  ■ 

i tt  Jl  .a(»vl  ld»  Wtfit/  ,rbn-.>'i'’I 

-feijotli  A lo  {Jyl  'it{{it:tvi  ,;iha<5«  Ji  bin 
■fi(i}<nij?i'jri!<.>  Vo'bfij'.  nrlf  iiss* 

bhk  >.r.r?cfh»qi A orlJ  aSf'j‘jr)iHj  eln^tna 
u-c'f/  >o'«xu  Sii(:i’;h''-sf1  r .s'^jcnsny  tj^3  !' 

I 


in 


, - ,.  .1  ".U  / Z f 

jic?6T^,vn5T3«<t|t^t' , ijq  ' , ; 

f745'^  9d  1 1?jj>fi#..  I • M,f  , '■•’*■  >ii 

T'jbnri  l ^^kJouQ  ^oJ 

.Ss'  la  ’{liiodtiil'it ■,;^' 

&Ji5r  ffiotl  ViwoblolS  d:l  bi>dy«f 

,;«V  i}  Ji.  oJ 

ai ti«  «**i«»SFjy3 


jisablw  3Jt  pjQW  -{luiioift 

li(<?.)Ot  adh  1 '.'lit  lo  vd  d'jKS’t'^i  a/iJ  oj  j.  (yi^'iVVadVo' .fs'^waWp  adT*  •3‘3*<l 

.boofftodiiubn  iJfmV/'jioH  arlJai  L.Rail  ;eii 'tsao  V ' ^ bsljwb 

jiU"  hni; '*  ImaiW  .oidO  ' ,V3nwd|'. 

13.  naii'.v  ,S'tci>:{  ioIIb  nl  '\qhO  j'  jJyo-j'ftsi^  yd  rffoo|;  sdi^no  .erolJauoy  «oatis3 
, » . .noam^H  bae  air<B7/ vd  o«l3  on  hn* //Iti 

bn  DO?  adJ  iripuBo 


adj  lo  Ii(!s11.<  oljJU' 

3of»d  ' .jbblbn  uil3 
V‘.*d3  'Yvdijv  adJ  baJif.i 

Il’.Oi'  15x00614^'  lO  ” 99ifj0 


bnn 


;^v/  iJiij  do  bftB  *v,lrtif03  > 

b9J»l8  8B  .flaift, 


’jlfif ! nyj  aVtij  bnfi  .aiab/iil  d^il3/»yl  bna  emsibnl 

ofjj  Cl  HT^oh  Ji  V 1 bbiloK'Wfi  tia-od  lisd  siWfin  to 
J•JC'b'^  yno33a  &di  -^iiiLunkdJiwjoti  jfli»a2aq 

>-.blrj(;M.  i/fiBiO*’  o)  3i  annario  oJ  i ni  .abcrn 


3‘fMi<j3iK)T  ,i9vn  ailT  ‘nVs’ASS : 


•jbriJ  bna  ,>19010  y(iJ8]fiolnoT  bn«  ,>jaaid  f&ViaaH  ’ 
.ymjioa  afU  )o  sniBib  leitosn  adl  oisw  ,?. 

'B  niVQfi^  ,felynn£i{3  ffiiortiJiB  ynjjrn  ^ 

fcMaaio  orfj  bcB  .sbjim  naaij  »vx;d 

adj  toftlicq  mio'l  01  hsmaqaab  bxxB  baojjato  bddsBsf 


ov?p'T  jsfeftoiilJ  byJodhJeib  ,?oy>& 

d*,  )!:X.;Csbd^  .1  .A  *b  c<l*rf«T' 

adT  irtijfbhsMi  li^tortotq  6ril  lo  lefio  ti  ba»;n 
.^030  'tfiw  ei  doiriw  ,Jjb9»  yJnw^a 

to,£  t t**9T^#  .1*.  9buFi'*«4  *«  «■*»'*  • 

^ ab^li^oj  bn*  ,.V1  abnoa^i:!; 

■ pflT  io  (afdl  lo  139W  n‘ji9 

iq  kumsO  arfJ  ol  anibioDOc  ,npi}Bl-)C|«^v 
/f  co,8.io  Joaij  rfafi'*  01  inBlidBrini  dooj^io 
^ ,«b«n  safiopello^  oj  {r40Bji^  lo  .jwiw 


R 


•jf 


sj^jBoi^b  \ .9vt>d<ii  19^1  "di  ftV  naaip  j^Hw^  JB  ^*^Xa 

yiiol  to  aiailJas  bfo  ynant  DIB  3i9riT-~.t*>iViVv4\  , ' I aytxjB  loal  ip  r»il^  to  la^sf  i**” 

.bonaq  rfylib-olUe  »di  rtomam&i  oilw  iixisy,  i 

orriiJ  Jfldi  to  '(tnooo  adl  yisqf)np9  y«iTJ  bno  ' 


bpo‘4  iMWf  to  flaj  bnfi'  ,x^;iBao  lncaaiq>irf#  riliw 
,n>;!4ob  k»  >i^K)inirti  o»lJ  vd  b'.diilqinooaii  nss^l  aarf 
,i:  /(f  r,ni>nv;p  li>oal  adi  /noil  nwaife 

•KT  .VKjJhwt  giuaj4l».tofli  bttiinaqxa  b««|| 

W 

EiF.ijaa?.  u 


tm  ov/it  O ti 

oi  i»«w* 


OTiW»  *f»**h«»  *1 


Mto  fe>  s ! ► »>4  * (»♦  JS»®  *#«  i ' 


■bffo^f  nd)  ».V(=(rt  fcttfruid 
N>  it*  •!««{>  »* 


i»!t')el*f'»i|  f»«  itril 


o 


Tr00Z»  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


iirst  practical  work  done,  under  the  first  ditch  law, 
was  in  1854. 

In  December,  1853,  the  following  named  citi- 
zens were  paid  for  their  services  in  surveying  and 
appraisingswamp  lands  and  laying  out  ditches  on 
the  same:  S.  Jefferson,  surveyor,  $96.25;  Thomas 
Garrett,  $72.25;  John  Russell,  $74.75;  L.  L. 
Loomis,  $36;  Joseph  Wagoner,  $25;  Lewis  Goss, 
$24;  Peter  St.  Clair,  $22;  and  other  small  sums. 
The  Act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  September 

28,  1850,  providing  for  the  drainage  and  reclama- 
tion of  waste  lands,  was  observed  by  the  commis- 
sioners in  1853,  and  in  December  of  that  year  they 
fixed  the  prices  of  such  land  at  from  $ i . 50  an  acre 
to  $3,  and  in  one  instance — the  N.  E.  J of  Sec. 

29,  T.  4,  R.  9 — at  $4  an  acre.  On  the  same  date 
they  authorized  the  construction  of  twenty-six 
ditches — eight  in  Center  township,  three  in  Web- 
ster, seven  in  Portage,  four  in  Milton,  three  in 
Montgomery  and  one  in  Middleton — together 
with  clearing  out  Johnson’s  creek,  Swail  run. 
West  Branch  of  Rocky  Ford,  and  Bull  creek.  S. 
Jefferson  and  S.  H.  Bell  were  the  surveyors  on 
this  work.  Advertisement  was  made  in  T/u' 
Perry slmrg  Journal  and  The  Xorthivesteni 
Democrat,  and  on  January  25,  1S54,  Asa  W. 
Douglass  was  awarded  the  contract  on  Ditches 
I,  2,  j,  4,  5,  7,  8.  9,  12  and  13  for  $3,938, 
exclusive  of  $i  1.85  for  finishing  Ditch  24.  Will- 
iam S.  Hopper,  Samuel  Huffman,  Daniel  Shoff- 
stall,  John  Mercer,  John  W.  Woodbury,  R.  M. 
Shaver,  Dean  & Emmons,  Jonathan  S.  M’heaton, 
Sylvanus  Moore-house,  S.  Swigert,  William  John- 
ston and  Solomon  Shoffstall,  were  the  contractors 
on  the  other  ditches,  doing  the  work  at  from  20 
cents  to  $2  a rod. 

The  Act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  more  effectu- 
ally provide  for  locating,  establishing  and  con- 
structing ditches,  drains  and  water-courses  in 
townships,  and  to  repeal  certain  Acts  therein 
named,”  was  passed  April  18,  1874.  This  Act 
repealed  that  of  May  6,  1868,  and  a former  re- 
pealing Act  of  April  18,  1870,  as  well  as  the  Act 
of  March  13,  1872,  without  prejudice  to  rights 
acquired  or  liabilities  incurred  under  the  old  acts 
mentioned.  Prior  to  the  Act  of  March  13,  1872, 
there  were  no  less  than  3,000  miles  of  main  or 
county  drains,  and  2,000  miles  of  side  or  town- 
ship drains.  Of  this  mileage  371.'  miles  were  in 
Wood  county.  N.  H.  Callard.  of  Perrysburg,  in 
a paper  on  this  subject,  says:  “ It  will  be  re- 

membered b\'  theohler  classes  of  citizens  that  the 
conditions  in  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  area  of 
Wood  county  was  literally,  during  a considerable 
part  of  the  year,  cither  wholly  or  partially  covered 
by  water.  To  all  intents  and  purposes  it  was  a 


‘black  swamp.’  The  change  in  its  physical 
conditions  have  been  almost  phenomenal  in  their 
results.  There  are  now  664  public  highways  in- 
tersecting the  389,600  acres  which  comprises  the 
county  of  Wood.  In  collateral  line  with  these 
roads  are  ditches  which  in  most  instances  are  of 
large  capacity  and  carry  off  large  bodies  of  water 
to  their  outlet  in  the  river.  The  Jackson  cut-off 
is  but  nine  miles  long,  but  in  its  depth,  width  and 
capacity  it  constitutes  a veritable  canal,  and  in  a 
wet  season  would  float  a canal  boat.  Its  con- 
struction cost  $110,000  and  effectually  drains 
some  30,000  acres  of  what  were  very  wet  lands, 
but  now  are  somie  of  the  most  productive.  The 
Toussaint  ditch  is  22  miles  in  length,  the  Rocky 
Ford  17  miles.  Each  branch  of  the  Portage 
river  has  been  cleared  from  obstructions,  and 
made  very  effective  for  purposes  of  drainage. 
These  items,  important  as  they  are,  represent  in 
part  only  the  thorough  and  effective  work  which 
has  been  accomplished  by  Wood  county  in  the 
line  of  drainage.  ” 

The  sum  of  $i , 500,000  was  expended  on  roads 
and  ditches  from  the  fall  of  1874  until  the  fall  of 
1881,  or  during  Mr.  S.  Case’s  term  as  auditor. 
Messrs.  Donaldson,  .^mes  and  Wood  were  the 
county  surveyors;  while  W.  R.  Gillis  was  survey- 
or for  the  cut-off.  This  large  sum  is  but  a frac- 
tion of  the  total  expended  in  making  this  county 
productive  and  habitable.  The  record  of  the 
work  fills  very  many  journals  and  account  books, 
so  that  here,  in  addition  to  the  beginnings  of  the 
ditch  system,  it  may  only  be  written  that  there 
are  896  ditches  in  this  county. 

Zoology.  — F'or  years  after  the  organization  of 
Wood  county,  it  continued  to  be  a great  preserve 
for  large  game.  The  bear,  wolf,  red-deer,  fox. 
panther,  wild-cat  and  lynx  were  regular  inhabi- 
tants of  the  wilderness,  and,  as  told  in  the  pio- 
neer chapter,  were  killed  here  even  after  the  war. 
The  wild  turkey,  prairie  chicken,  snipe,  wood- 
cock, quail,  partridge,  wild  duck,  wild  goose,  and 
all  the  birds  belonging  to  this  latitude  were  inhab- 
itants of  this  forest.  The  rivers  and  streams 
were  full  of  fish  and,  altogether,  the  district  was 
the  paradise  of  the  hunter,  even  after  the  forest 
gave  echo  to  the  road  and  railroad  builders,  ditch 
excavators,  lumbermen  and  farmers.  What  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Indian  occupation,  before 
Nature’s  destroyer  came  to  improve  Nature,  i^ 
only  told  in  legends.  Pontiac  and  Tecumsoh 
looked  upon  it  as  the  greatest  of  hunting  grounds 
ami  tlie  Iroquois,  before  them,  battled  tor  its 
possession.  It  is  now  gi\eu  up  tn  agriculture 
and  oil  and  gas  development,  with  the  sites  I'f 
old  Indian  camps  to  prosperous  towns  and  ple:is- 
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ant  villages;  white  hunters,  amateurs  in  their 
way,  come  to  find  a little  sport,  but  not  one  of 
the  aborigines,  who  revelled  in  Nature’s  lavish- 
iiess  here,  comes  back  to  behold  the  change. 

Forest  Trees. — Of  the  382,845  acres,  form- 
ing the  area  of  Wood  county,  337,760  acres  were  | 
covered  with  timber  in  1853.  In  1 870,  the  forest  ^ 
covered  267,946  acres.  The  native  trees,  of  the  1 
first  order,  included  white  elm,  sycamore,  cotton-  j 
wood,  black  ash,  wTiite  ash,  hickory,  burr  oak  and 
red  oak;  of  the  second  order,  white  oak,  beech,  j 
sugar  maple,  poplar,  linn,  soft  maple,  walnut 
and  butternut;  and,  of  the  third  order,  yellow 
oak,  pin  oak,  sassafras,  red-elm,  gum,  mulberry, 
iron-wood  and  buckeye.  All  the  shrubs  and  flow- 
ering plants,  common  to  northern  Ohio,  grew 
here  in  profusion  until  the  modern  improver 
removed  them  as  he  did  the  forest.  Large  and 
small  fruits  find  a favorite  soil  and  climate  here, 
while  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs  and 
flowers  may  grow  to  perfection  within  her  bound- 
aries. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
county  was  known  to-.,  be  so  bad,  that  few  had  the 
courage  to  locate  here.  In  1850,  the  Census 
enumerators  found  only  9,  i 57  persons  within  its 
boundaries,  and  but  few  of  that  small  number 
escaped  the  fever  and  ague  and  other  diseases 
common  among  inhabitants  of  low  or  swampy 
ground.  The  pestilence  * of  1854  drove  the  peo- 
ple to  a realization  of  the  dangers  which  sur- 
rounded them,  and  the  drainage  of  the  territory 
was  undertaken  immediately — a great  work  which 
has  been  continued  down  to  this  day. 

In  1 837,  there  appeared  in  the  Maumee  City 
Express  nine  doggerel  verses  which,  while  intended 
to  be  funny,  helped  to  retard  settlement.  z\fter 
describing  the  potatoes,  fish,  animals  of  the 
chase,  birds,  corn,  whisky,  girls,  boys  and  the 
ague,  the  poet  closes  with  the  following  lines — 

I here’s  a funeral  every  day,  without  a hearse  or  pall; 

1 hey  tuck  them  in  the  ground,  with  breeches  coat  and  all. 

Other  poets,  too,  had  written  so  much  on  the  un- 
healthy character  of  the  Maumee  Valley,  that 
it  was  resolved,  at  a meeting  held  November  7, 
1855,  to  call  the  river  “Grand  Rapids  River," 
and  to  give  the  bay  and  the  valley  the  same 
name.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  M^ood  county 
took  the  initiative,  in  carrying  out  the  resolution, 
by  changing  the  name  of  the  old  town  of  Gilead 
to  Grand  Rapids.  Though  the  residents  of  Mau- 
mee changed  the  name  of  their  town  to  South 
Toledo,  the  new  name  was  merged  into  the  old, 
'O  that  Grand  Rapiils  town  is  the  only  survivor 
‘d  the  effort  to  induce  a new  nomenclature. 

* Cholera. 


The  improvements  known  as  ditches  abolished 
the  necessity  of  seeking  a change  of  name;  for 
not  only  have  they  contributed  to  render  the  soil 
of  Wood  county  as  fertile  as  that  of  any  other 
division  of  the  State,  but  also  to  render  it  as 
healthful  as  any  county  between  the  Alleghany 
range  and  the  Rocky  mountains. 

GEO)-OGY. 

The  clays,  gravels  and  sands  of  Wood  county 
are  too  well  known  to  require  any  description 
here.  They  belong  to  what  is  commonly  called 
the  Drift,  and  form  the  basis  on  which  the  agri- 
culturist builds  up  his  fortune  and,  in  turn,  builds 
up  the  country.  Geologists  maintain  that  the 
territory  now  embraced  in  this  county,  with  large 
areas  adjacent,  was  submerged  until  the  beach 
was  formed  on  the  line  which  extends  from  the 
Sandusky  river,  at  Tiffin,  westward  to  Defiance. 
Like  their  knowledge  of  the  oil  reservoirs,  much 
of  all  they  say  is  speculation;  for  all  known  about 
this  planet  on  which  we  live  is  to  all  that  is  not 
known  about  it,  as  one  grain  of  oil  sand  is  to  all 
the  grains  of  oil  sand  in  the  Ohio  field. 

On  the  rocks  forming  the  crust  or  crown  of 
the  earth,  in  this  section  of  Ohio,  the  quarryman 
and  drill  let  in  some  light,  and  released  from 
depths  far  below  sea  level  specimens  of  sand  and 
clay  and  rock  to  instruct  us  all.  Of  such  Prof. 
Edward  Orton  has  often  written,  and  from  his 
paper  on  the  geology  of  this  county  the  following 
descriptions  of  the  strata  are  taken: 

"The  Bedded  RocEs.^ — Leaving  the  uncon- 
solidated materials  that  cover  the  surface  of  the 
county  at  present,  let  us  inquire  as  to  the  rocks 
that  make  its  ancient  and  real  foundation.  The 
strata  that  are  exposed  within  its  limits  belong  to 
two  separate  divisions  of  the  geological  scale.  It 
is  impossible  to  lay  down  on  the  map  the  exact 
boundaries  of  these  divisions,  because  of  the 
cover  of  drift  already  described.  In  but  few  in- 
stances can  the  bedded  rocks  be  traced  continu- 
ously from  farm  to  farm,  or  from  section  to 
section;  but  advantage  must  be  taken  of  every 
exposure,  and  the  topography  of  the  country  can 
sometimes  be  used  as  a guide  to  the  continuitv  of 
the  underlying  rock.  The  rock  exposures  are 
found  in  knolls  and  ridges  and  in  banks  and  beds 
of  the  water  courses,  large  and  small,  across  the 
county.  The  two  divisions  already  referred  tf)  as 
constituting  the  surface  rocks  of  the  county  are 
named  herewith,  beginning  with  the  lowest  (U’ 
oldest. 

"The  Xiap;ara  IJniestone  constitutes  an  im- 

• By  Protfcssor  Orton,  vvrmcn  for  mis  work. 
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portant  element  in  the  rocky  iloor  of  Wood 
county.  It  occupies  considerable  areas  in  the 
central  and  southeastern  portions  of  the  county. 
Outcrops  are  found  in  Center,  Liberty,  Plain, 
Middleton,  Webster,  Troy,  Freedom,  Montgom- 
ery, Ferry,  Bloom,  Henry  and  Portage  town- 
ships. 

"The  Loieer  Hcldcrbcrg  Li inestone  is  next 
above  the  Niagara  limestone.  It  is  found  in  all 
the  townships  named  above,  and  in  the  remain- 
ing townships  of  the  county  as  well.  Both  the 
Niagara  and  the  Lower  Helderberg  belong  to  the 
Upper  Silurian  division  of  the  general  geological 
scale.  Each  of  these  formations  will  be  briefly 
characterized,  beginning  with  the  lowest  or 
oldest. 

“The  Niagara  limestone  is  one  of  the  best 
known  formations  of  the  continent.  It  gets  its 
name  from  the  famous  cataract,  where  a mag- 
nificent section  of  it  is  disclosed.  Its  lithological 
character  in  Wood  county  is  not  in  all  respects 
the  same  as  at  the  Falls.  At  the  latter  place 
the  rock  is  a fairly  pure  carbonate  of  lime,  while 
in  Wood  county,  as  everywhere  else  in  Ohio,  it  is 
a magnesian  or  dolomitic  limestone,  nearly  half 
of  its  substance  being  carbonate  of  magnesia. 
But  the  continuity  of  the  stratum  from  the  Falls 
to  northern  Ohio  is  established  beyond  question. 
It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  change  from  a 
calcareous  to  a magnesian  composition  is  gradual, 
but  as  the  formation  is  deepl}'  covered  by  strata 
of  later  age  across  the  intervening  region,  this 
point  cannot  be  established  by  observation.  In 
Wood  county  it  is  in  the  main  a light-colored 
and  porous  rock,  not  more  than  twenty  feet  of 
which  are  seen  in  any  single  natural  section.  The 
Bowling  Green  quarries  can  be  taken  as  fairly 
representative  of  the  entire  formation  in  the 
county.  The  upper  beds  are  buff  or  cream-col- 
ored, the  low'est  are  gray  or  light  blue.  But  the 
difference  in  color  depends  largely  on  the  degree 
of  weathering  to  which  the  rocks  have  been  ex- 
posed. In  composition,  the  rock,  like  all  the 
stratum  in  northern  Ohio,  is  a remarkably  pure 
dolomite,  as  is  shown  in  the  follow’ing  analysis 
made  for  the  State  Geological  Survev:  Carbon- 

ate of  lime,  53  qS;  carbonate  of  magnesia,  43,  2 5 ; 
alumina  and  oxide  of  iron,  .40;  and  silica,  1.53. 
The  anal}’sis  was  made  from  the  Bowling  Green 
stone 

The  character  of  the  lime  produced  bv  burn- 
ing this  stone  is  wadi  known  and  highl\’  approved. 
It  is  technically  known  as  mild,  or  cool  lime. 
There  is  no  purer  dolomite  in  the  world  than  that 
which  some  portions  of  the  Niagara  limestone  of 
northern  Ohio  yield.  Opinions  differ  widely  and 


radically  as  to  the  relative  values  of  the  limes 
made  from  these  dolomites  and  from  the  true 
; limestones  of  the  Upper  Helderberg  group,  as 
I shown  in  some  portions  of  the  Marblehead  and 
> Kelley’s  Island  district.  The  Niagara  liiiiestone 
of  Wood  county  occurs  sometimes  in  rather  m.ass- 
j ive  beds,  but  generally  it  is  quarried  in  thin  and 
uneven  layers.  It  is  not  well  adaptetl  to  use  as  a 
building  stone  nor  as  road  metal,  but  in  the  ab- 
sence of  better  materials  it  is  turned  to  some 
small  account  in  both  these  ways.  The  stratum 
has  been  proved  to  have  a considerable  thickness 
in  the  county,  though,  as  already  stated,  its  out- 
crops do  not  exceed  tw’enty  to  thirty  feet.  The 
record-  of  deep  wells  show'  that  the  total  thickness 
of  the  formation  is  not  less  than  250  to  300  feet. 
It  reaches  these  figures  in  its  outcrops  in  north- 
ern Ohio.  Like  all  the  other  members  of  the 
geological  scale  of  the  State,  this  stratum  had  its 
origin  in  an  ancient  extension  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico to  the  line  of  the  Great  Lakes.  Its  most 
characteristic  development  is  in  western  New 
York.  But  it  can  be  traced  from  this  center  far 
to  the  northward,  westward  and  southward.  A 
peculiar  phase  of  it  is  found  in  Ontario  (Canadag 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  where,  as 
already  described,  it  occurs  as  a magnesian  lime- 
stone. This  composition  of  the  stone  seen'.s  to  indi- 
cate that  it  was  formed  in  an  enclosed  or  isolated 
portion  of  the  sea  basin.  Where  the  waters  of  the 
ocean  had  full  sweep,  true  limestones  were  formed 
such  as  are  found  in  New  York,  in  southern  Indi- 
ana and  to  the  southward.  This  formation,  as 
it  occurs  in  Wood  county,  is  rich  in  fossils,  which 
occur,  how'ever,  in  almost  ever\  case,  as  internal 
casts.  Several  forms  that  are  new'  to  science 
have  been  obtained  from  the  Risingsun  quarries. 
Directly  below'  the  Niagara  limestone,  a bed  fd 
fine-grained  shale  or  clay  is  always  found.  It  is 
known  in  Wood  county  only  through  the  records 
j of  the  oil  wells.  In  them  it  attracts  universal  at- 
tention from  the  fact  that  it  is  almost  generally 
found  safe  to  set  the  casings  of  the  oil  wells  in 
this  bed.  It  is  known  by  the  drillers  as  the 
“ break  ” in  the  limestone.  It  ranges  in  thickne^s 
from  five  to  thirty  feet.  This  stratum  is  knoun 
in  the  scale  as  the  Niagara  shale.  It  is  widely 
extended  and  vies  in  importance  with  the  over!>- 
ing  beds.  It  reaches  a thickness  of  100  feet  in 
Highland  and  .A.dams  counties.  It  is  on!\’  the 
uppermost  division  of  this  great  Niagara  formata  a 
that  appears  at  the  surface  in  Wood  county. 

Idle  Lower  Holdeiberg  limestone  is  the  next 
and  only  formation  abo\e  the  Niaear.i  limesti'C' 
which  is  found  in  the  surface  rock-=  of  the  county 
Of  this  surface  it  constitutes  a far  larger  p ut 
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than  the  other  element.  Like  the  Niagara  for- 
mation, it  is  also  a predominantly  dolomitic  or 
magnesian  limestone,  having  apparently  origin- 
ated under  much  the  same  general  conditions 
as  those  assigned  to  the  latter.  It  differs  from 
the  Niagara  in  its  bedding  and  its  other  physical 
characteristics.  It  is  destitute  of,  or  at  least 
poorly  supplied  with  fossils.  It  has  been  found 
by  the  drillers  to  be  several  hundred  feet  thick 
(500  to  700);  but  entire  sections  of  it  are  not 
found  in  the  count}'.  Its  beds  are  generally  thin, 
seldom  exceeding  six  or  eight  inches,  but  as  they 
are  tolerably  even  and  regular  they  furnish  some- 
what better  building  stone  than  the  Niagara. 
There  are,  however,  several  phases  of  the  for- 
mation in  the  county.  In  the  upper  part  there  is  a 
remarkable  band  of  conglomerate,  the  pebbles  of 
which  sometimes  rise  almost  to  the  size  of  bowl- 
ders. The  pebbles  are  themselves  fragments  of 
the  same  formation,  but  were  broken  loose  from 
their  native  beds,  and  water-worn  before  being 
re-cemented  here.  This  phase  appears  only  in 
the  more  northerly  exposures  of  the  limestone, 
and  it  will  no  doubt  prove  to  be  one  of  our  best 
guides  in  tracing  the  stratigraphy  of  the  for- 
mation. 

On  the  geological . map  of  the  county,  in 
Volume  II,  “Geology  of  Ohio,”  a band  of  the 
Salina  formation  is  shown  in  Wood  county,  inter- 
vening between  the  Niagara  and  Lower  Helder- 
berg  areas.  This  representation  was  based  on 
a theory  and  not  on  observed  facts.  The  Gyp- 
sum beds  of  Ottawa  county  are  now  known  to  be 
about  the  middle  of  the  Lower  Helderberg  series, 
and  not  at  its  base,  as  was  then  believed.  No 
considerable  deposits  of  gypsum  have  been  re- 
ported in  the  well  records  of  recent  years;  but  it 
would  occasion  no  surprise  to  come  upon  such 
beds  at  any  time,  in  future  explorations.  An- 
other feature  shown  on  the  map  above  named 
must  be  corrected.  A formation  locally  known 
as  the  Grand  Rapids  sandstone,  and  found  on  the 
western  side  of  the  county,  is  referred  to  the 
Oriskany  horizon.  For  this  reference  there  is  no 
good  reason  in  the  light  of  present  knowledge. 
The  Grand  Rapids  sandstone,  so-called,  is  a 
magnesian  limestone  of  average  ciuality.  It  con- 
tains less  than  two  percent  of  total  impurities,  only 
1-25  percent,  being  referable  to  sand.  Under 
proper  conditions  this  * * sandstone  ” can  be  burned 
into  fair  lime,  the  popular  impression  to  the  con- 


trary notwithstanding.  It  occurs  in  a massive 
bed  fourteen  feet  thick,  which  can  be  easily  split 
into  courses  of  convenient  size.  It  is  light 
colored,  and,  while  holding  <|uarry  water,  it  can  be 
cut  easily.  It  is  strong  and  durable,  and  in  fact 
I can  be  counted  a first-class  building  stone.  It  is 
’ exposed,  however,  only  in  the  bed  of  the  Maumee 
; ri\er  at  low  water,  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand 
i Rapids,  and  it  cannot  therefore  enter  the  market 
under  favorable  conditions.  To  be  worked  with 
: proper  advantage,  it  would  be  necessary  to  open 
quarries  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  The 
stripping  would  be  excessive,  and  it  would  doubt- 
j less  be  found  necessary  to  keep  pumps  running 
constantly  to  keep  the  quarries  free  from  water. 
The  time  has  not  yet  come  for  going  to  such  expense 
in  quarrying  building  stone  in  Ohio.  Small  bails 
of  chert  are  occasionally  found  in  the  so-called 
sandstone.  They  carry  obscure  fossils,  but  none 
, of  the  latter  have  been  observed  that  establish  or 
suggest  the  De\onian  age  of  the  beds. 

The  direct  economic  products  of  the  surface 
rocks  are,  as  has  been  shown,  magnesian  lime- 
stone of  the  highest  excellence,  and  building 
stone  of  not  more  than  medium  quality  at  best, 
the  quarries  of  Grand  Rapide  alone  being  except- 
ed. The  many  local  quarries  reduce,  however, 
the  cost  of  stone  for  cellars  and  ordinary  founda- 
; tions,  to  a considerable  extent,  and  in  this  re- 
spect they  render  good  service.  In  some  dis- 
tricts, the  granite  bowlders  of  the  drift  are 
abundant  enough  to  allow  of  their  being  utilized 
in  foundations  and  walls.  With  skillful  work  on 
j the  part  cf  the  stone-mason  they  leave  nothing  to 
be  desired  in  sucli  uses,  so  far  as  appearance  and 
! durability  are  concerned. 

Ten  years  ago  a chapter  on  the  geology  of 
Wood  county  would  have  stopped  at  this  point. 
There  vvould  have  been  nothing  to  add  with  ref- 
j erence  to  the  economic  geology  of  the  county, 
but  every  reader  now  knows  that  what  has  al- 
ready been  told  is  absolutely  insignificant  in  com- 
parison with  what  remains  to  be  told,  viz. : the 
I production  of  oil  and  gas  from  certain  of  the 
foundation  rocks  of  the  county.  The  only  fac- 
tors of  mineral  wealth  that  would  now  come  to 
mind  in  connection  with  the  economic  geology  of 
the  county  would  be  the  last  named  substances. 
[Prof.  Orton's  theory  of  the  origin  of  petroleum 
is  given  in  the  chapter  on  the  Gas  and  Oil  fields 
I of  Wood  county.] 
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CHAPTER  II. 


French  Occupation — -How  and  When  they  came — The  Indian  Tribes — Destruction  and 
Eviction  by  the  blood-thirsty  Iroqjl'ois  League — Ohio  almost  an  L'ninhabited  Wil- 
derness— Why  the  French  first  located  North  of  the  Lakes-— French  at  Detroit. 
1701 — Ottawas  and  Wvandots  settle  about  Detroit — Later  remove  to  the  Maumee 
— French  and  Indian  War — French  displaced  by  English — Treaty  of  1703. 


EN  the  far-away  time  when  this  narrative  be- 
gins, three  great  nations  of  Europe  were 
^ rivals  for  supremacy  on  this  continent.  Spain 
had  made  claim  to  Florida  and  the  country 
west  of  it;  England  had  planted  some  settlements 
north  along  the  Atlantic  coast  to  Maine;  further 
north  France  held  dominion,  including  the  islands 
about  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  That 
great  river,  navigable  hundreds  of  miles,  proved 
of  inestimable  value  to  France  in  the  race.  By 
the  chance  fortune  of  securing  that  open  highway 
to  the  far  interior  she  outsped  her  rivals  in  the 
westward  march.  Seven  years  before  the  Pil- 
grims came  to  the  New  England  coast,  Samuel 
Champlain  had  unfurled  the  banner  of  France  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Huron,  more  than  one  thousand 
miles  inland.  Through  the  far-reaching  affluents 
of  that  great  artery  of  the  continent,  the  hardy 
voyageur  penetrated  the  depths  of  the  remote 
wilderness  and  learned  of  the  boundless  resources 
of  the  great  West,  long  before  English  e.xplorers 
ventured  across  the  Alleghanies.  As  early  as  the 
year  1608  Champlain  brought  out  a colony  of  his 
countrymen  to  the  site  of  Quebec,  and  began  the 
groundwork  of  permanent  occupancy.  This  work 
the  F rench  continued  in  America  with  unabated 
zeal  for  a period  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years;  it  was  a work  thrillingly  interesting  in  its 
historical  details,  and  singularly  eventful  upon  the 
destinies  of  mankind  in  its  outcome.  With  their 
settlements  established  on  the  outlet  of  the  Great 
Lakes,  it  was  not  a matter  of  chance  or  accident 
that  the  French  became  the  discoverers  of  that 
part  of  Ohio  adjacent  to  Lake  Erie.  The  same 
watery  highway,  that  carried  the  enrolling  floods 
of  the  Maumee  down  through  the  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  sea,  guided  the  adventuioiis  explorers  back 
to  their  source.  Thus  it  happens  that  the  P'rench 
are  our  earliest  historians. 

Beyond  the  Atlantic,  in  the  mustv  archi\es  of 
France,  we  will  have  to  look  for  most  of  the  scat- 
tered fragments  of  what  is  recorded  of  the  Mau- 
mee Country  during  the  rule  of  that  nation  here. 


That  period  extends  from  its  discovery,  about 
the  year  1679,  until  the  English  displaced  the 
French  in  1763.  The  history  is  but  little  and 
mostly  relates  to  a race  of  people  who,  like  the 
elk  and  buffalo,  which  furnished  their  subsist- 
ence, has  long  since  passed  from  our  borders — a 
race  whose  wandering  life  and  deeds  of  savagery- 
are  of  little  interest  save  to  the  historian  and  anti- 
quary. Though  the  Indian  has  gone,  and  his 
place  is  filled  by  another  people,  working  out 
their  destiny  along  new  lines,  it  is  just  to  give 
him  some  space,  small  though  it  be,  in  our  story. 

In  the  Marine  and  Colonial  departments,  at 
Paris,  in  shape  of  reports,  maps  and  correspond- 
ence of  officers  in  A.merica,  and  in  the  archives 
of  the  Church,  among  the  reports  of  the  Jesuit 
missionaries,  laboring  among  the  North  .American 
savages,  is  to  be  found  the  earliest  recorded 
history  of  our  Indian  predecessors.  There,  on 
time-stained,  moth-eaten  pages,  in  faded  parch- 
ment covers,  is  told  the  melancholy  story  of 
some  of  the  vanished  nations  who  once  roamed 
and  hunted  in  the  wilderness  about  Lake  Erie — 
nations  that  perished  under  the  deadly  blows  of 
their  own  races  in  an  exterminating  conflict, 
which  was  only  a tragic  part  of  the  wide-spreaJ 
revolution,  begun  before  the  discovery  of  their 
country  by  European  adventurers,  and  fully  as 
disastrous  to  the  aborigines  as  the  after  complica- 
tions of  the  survivors  with  the  white  men. 

From  such  scanty  data  as  the  Frenchmen 
have  left  us,  let  us  draw  a hasty  sketch  of  the 
Indian  situation  as  it  was  at  that  time.  In  that 
broad  domain  of  territory  teeming  with  naturai 
advantages,  capable  of  sustaining  an  emj-'ire 
greater  than  any  dreamed  of  by  Charlemagne, 
lying  north  of  the  latitude  of  the  Ohio  river  am! 
stretching  from  the  .-\tlantic  ocean  to  the  Father 
of  Waters,  were  two  generic  branches  of  the  red 
races,  differing  in  language  and  smne  min  a 
points — the  Irc'qnm's  and  .AlgoiU]uin.  These  were 
again  divided  into  numerous  cognate  tribes,  with 
some  dissimilar  traits,  but  with  a general  re- 
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semblance.  Within  the  territory  south  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  between  the  Mohawk  and  Genesee 
rivers,  was  a cluster  of  beautiful  lakes,  since 
made  classic  ground  by  the  genius  of  Cooper. 
That  charming  country  was  the  seat  of  the  Iro- 
(juois  League,  the  most  remarkable  and  unique 
confederacy  mentioned  in  Indian  history,  embrac- 
ing five  tribes — the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onon- 
dagas,  Cayugas  and  Senecas.  Their  perfect 
union,  unbroken  to  the  last,  and  their  favored 
location,  gave  them  supremacy  among  the  tribes. 
Parkman  speaks  of  the  Iroquois  as  the  “Indian 
of  Indians.”  De  Witt  Clinton  calls  them  the 
‘‘Romans  of  the  New  World.”  They  were  cer- 
tainly like  the  Romans  in  one  respect:  they  were 
remorseless,  blood-thirsty  conquerors.  They 
held  all  the  tribes,  from  the  treeless  plains  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  wooded  slopes  of  the  Atlantic 
under  the  spell  of  their  prowess.  The  secret  of 
their  confederation  and  the  term  of  its  e.xistence 
are  involved  in  the  uncertainty  of  mythical 
tradition.  Their  fighting  strength,  at  the  advent 
of  the  white  man,  was  estimated  at  about  four 
thousand  warriors. 

This  confederacy,  sometimes  called  the  Five 
Nations,  and  after  the  year  .1715,  when  they 
were  joined  by  the  Tuscaroras  of  the  south,  the 
Si.x  Nations,  was  the  Iroquois  proper.  Around 
them,  however,  were  allied  nations  of  the  same 
lingu  istic  stock.  To  the  southwest,  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, were  the  warlike  Andastees;  south  of 
Lake  Erie  the  powerful  tribe  of  Eries;  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  same  lake,  the  Neutral  Nation, 
so  called  by  the  missionaries,  their  territory 
e.xtending  into  New'  York;  in  the  peninsula  north, 
formed  by  Lakes  Erie,  Huron  and  Ontario,  were 
the  numerous  clans  of  the  Hurons — sometimes 
called  the  Huron-Iroquois,  as  they  were  of  the 
same  stock — numbering,  at  one  time,  twelve 
thousand  souls.  These  were  named  Hurons  by 
the  Jesuits,  after  the  lake  on  the  shores  of  which 
they  had  their  homes;  but  at  a later  date,  after 
the  great  catastrophe  that  partially  destroyed 
and  scattered  the  tribe,  the  principal  band  took 
the  name  of  Wyandots.  As,  later  on,  the  Wyan- 
dots  figure  in  the  histor}-  of  the  Maumee  Country. 
It  is  desired  to  make  this  genealogy  clear.  North- 
east of  the  Hurons,  near  the  Ottawa  river,  of 
Canada,  was  the  tribe  of  Ottawas,  of  the  .Algon- 
Tiin  family,  well  known  in  later  years  on  the 
Maumee. 

There  is  some  obscurity  in  the  French  maps 
and  accounts,  of  that  time,  regarding  the  west 
enti  of  Lake  Erie,  as  no  missions  had  been  estab- 
h'ht.Hl  south  of  the  lake.  There  is  evidence,  how- 
‘^'cr,  tending  to  show  that  the  Neutrals,  as  they 


were  called,  had  fortified  villages  on  the  Sandusky 
river,  whither  they  had  fled  for  safety  shortly  be- 
fore their  final  destruction.  But  other  authorities 
claim  that  it  was  the  Eries  who  suffered  annihila- 
tion on  the  Sandusky.  There  is  pretty  conclusive 
evidence,  too,  that  the  Miamis  used  the  hunting: 
grounds  of  the  Lower  Maumee  at  an  early  day. 
This  tribe  had  its  chief  seat  on  the  heads  of  the 
Maumee  and  Wabash  rivers,  and  its  clans 
claimed  portions  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  southern 
Michigan.  The  French  named  the  river  “ Miami- 
! du-Lac,  ” probably  after  some  tribe  in  the  vicinity. 

I La  Salle  met  a war  party  of  the  Miamis,  at  the 
Kankakee  portage,  as  early  as  1681,  on  their  way 
j to  fight  the  Illinois.*  The  Miamis  were  among 
; the  few  who  did  not  suffer  seriously  by  the  Iro- 
quois, though  more  than  once  they  had  to  fiee  to 
! the  farther  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  to  escape  the 
I deadly  blows  of  the  insatiate  New  York  conquer- 
I ors.  Their  central  village,  Ke-ki-on-gay,  w'as 
' established,  at  an  early  date,  on  the  site  where 
I Fort  Wayne  now  stands,  and  subsequently  they 
I were  among  the  most  hostile  tribes  the  Americans 
I had  to  deal  with. 

I Contiguous  to,  and  almost  surrounding  the 
I territory  of  the  Iroquois,  was  the  vast  domain  of 
I the  Algonquins.  To  draw  lines  of  comparison 
i between  these  two  families  is  difficult.  They 

I - 

I were  so  related  by  conquest,  absorption  and  loca- 
i tion,  as  at  times  to  baffle  analysis. 

I All,  however,  were  savages,  differing  but  little 
: in  character,  and  similar  in  habits,  customs  and 
[ superstitions,  where  climatic  conditions  did  not 
; interfere.  The  Iroquois  was  the  highest  type  of 
I North-American  savagery;  daring,  politic  and 
ambitious;  a fair  exemplification  of  the  best  estate 
I attainable  outside  of  the  pale  of  civilization, 
i That  these  people,  left  undisturbed,  would  have 
: developed  a civilization  for  themselves  no  one 
' believes  who  has  studied  them  well.  They  were 
' as  fixed  in  their  habits,  laws  and  customs  as  the 
migrating  birds  of  passage.  Their  lives  were  a 
series  of  impulses  and  their  most  important 
actions  were  incited  by  omens  or  the  meaningless 
mummeries  of  conjuring  “ Medicine  Men. ” They 
studied  the  signs  of  the  woods  that  the_\'  might 
follow  the  game  and  track,  or  evade  an  enemy: 
but  the  open  book  of  Nature  had  never  suggested 
to  them  an  invention  or  an  art.  In  religion  the\' 
were  no  better.  “The  religious  belief  of  an 
Indian.”  says  Parkman,  “is  a cloudy  bewilder- 
^ nient  where  we  seek  in  vain  for  system  or  cohe- 
' rence.”  The  primitive  Indian  was  as  much  a 
savage  in  his  religion  as  in  his  physical  life:  he 
was,  says  the  same  author,  “divided  between 
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fetish  worship  and  that  next  degree  of  religious  i 
development  which  consists  in  the  worship  of  i 
deities  embodied  in  the  human  form.  His  con- 
ception of  their  attributes  was  such  as  might 
have  been  expected.  His  gods  were  no  whit 
better  than  himself.  Even  when  he  borrows 
from  Christianity  the  idea  of  a Supreme  and 
Universal  Spirit,  his  tendency  is  to  reduce  Him  to 
a local  habitation  and  a bodily  shape;  and  this 
tendency  disappears  only  in  tribes  that  have  long 
been  in  contact  with  civilized  white  men.  The 
primitive  Indian,  yielding  his  untutored  homage 
to  One  All-pervading  and  Omnicient  Spirit  is  a 
dream  of  poets,  rhetor  icians  and  sentimentalists.” 

Both  peoples— Algonquins  and  Iroquois — 
produced  warriors  of  distinction  and  chieftains  i 
whose  statecraft  evidenced  a considerable  degree  i 
of  sagacity.  In  this  respect  the  Algonquins  did  ; 
not  suffer  by  comparison.  Powhattan  and  King 
Phillip  were  Algonquins,  as  later  were  Pontiac,  i 
Tecumseh,  Little  Turtle  and  Black  Hawk.  i 

Of  the  habits,  customs  and  superstitions  of  i 
those  people  who  were  our  predecessors,  much  i 
can  be  said;  of  their  previous  history  but  little,  ' 
and  that  based  on  no  better  authority  than  legends  I 
and  unreliable  tradition.  The  Indians,  as  first  | 
found  by  the  whites,  are  nearly  as  great  an  ! 
enigma  as  their  predecessors,  the  legendary  ■ 
Mound-Builders,  whose  history  can  only  be  i 
traced  in  the  works  that  have  outlived  them.  : 
They  were  in  possession — so  far  as  their  nomadic  : 
habits  could  make  a possession.  That  much  is  ; 
certain;  nearly  as  certain  is  the  probability  of 
their  ultimate  extinction. 

The  revengeful  cruelties  and  homicidal  fury 
exhibited  in  their  incessant  wars  upon  each 
other,  as  depicted  by  the  early  French  discover- 
ers, is  calculated  to  sotnewhat  dispel  one's  belief 
in  the  stories  so  often  told  in  prose  and  song,  of 
the  primitive  happiness  of  the  Indian  race.  Pos- 
sibly some  of  that  happiness  has  existed  in  the 
brain  of  the  sentimentalists,  rather  than  in  the 
reality,  the  result  of  undigested  theories  and 
uneducated  sympathies. 

Champlain's  settlement  found  friendly  neigh- 
bors in  the  hordes  of  Algonquins.  The  warriors 
besought  the  French  to  join  them  in  a war  ex-  I 
pedition  against  their  enemies,  the  Irocpiois,  to  ; 
the  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Here  transpired  i 
an  incident,  which,  though  it  seemed  trivial  in  : 
itself  at  the  time,  ultimately  had  much  to  do  in  ' 
shaping  I'rench  histor_\'  in  America.  Champlain  i 
acceded  to  the  recpiest,  and  taking  a couple  of  his  | 
soldiers  joined  the  war  party.  Firearms  were  j 
then  unknown  in  the  woods  of  America,  and  ' 
when  the  proud  Iroquois,  in  the  first  onset  of  bat- 


tle, witnessed  the  blaze  and  crash  of  the  muskets 
and  saw  three  of  their  leading  chiefs  go  down 
with  ghastly-  death  wounds,  they  were  dumb- 
founded and  tied  panic-stricken,  hotly  pursued  by 
the  exultant  red  allies  of  the  French.  Chanr- 
plain  had  made  a mistake — a mistake  that  sorely 
troubled  the  French  for  more  than  a hundred 
years  afterward.  That  act  helped  to  engender 
Iroquois  hostility,  which,  fed  by  other  causes, 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  failure  of 
the  French  colonial  project  in  America. 

A little  later  on  French  explorers  dared  not 
venture  to  the  west  by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  lakes,  but  turned  northward  instead,  and  the 
rising  settlements  lived  in  dread  of  their  ferocious 
neighbors  to  the  south.  I-n  this  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  affairs,  the  reader  finds  the  principal 
explanation  for  the  French  pioneers  turning  to 
the  inhospitable  region  to  the  north  of  the  Great 
Lakes,  instead  of  to  the  nearer  and  more  desira- 
ble country  further  south.  For  this  cause, 
doubtless,  the  Maumee  Country  was  not  disco\- 
ered  until  more  than  seventy  years  after  the  set- 
tlement at  Quebec  was  made.  Mackinac,  Green 
Bay,  the  “Soo”  and  Mission  La  Pointe,  north  of 
the  lakes,  are  more  than  a quarter  of  a century 
older  than  Detroit.  There  was  a cause  for  this. 
Iroquois  hostility  drove  the  French  northward. 
Their  usual  route  was  by  the  Ottawa  river,  of 
Canada,  thence  by  the  north  shore  of  Huron, 
Mackinac,  and  so  on  to  Lake  Superior.  Along 
this  route  were  the  missionary  stations,  the  cen- 
ters of  the  early  colonial  history. 

Thus  far  we  have  dwelt  upon  the  maps  and 
history  of  the  country,  presumably  as  the  French 
first  found  it.  Now  let  us  make  a revise  of  the 
history  and  map  of  this  same  country  with  the 
changes  of  half  a century.  At  the  beginning  of 
1670  the  land  of  the  Hurons  is  a solitude.  The 
Moloch  of  havoc  had  been  there.  Iroquois 
tomahawks  spread  desolation  through  all  the 
borders.  The  missions  and  missionaries  were 
gone.  The  survivors  of  the  once  populous  Indian 
cantons  were  scattered  bands  of  fugiti\es.  After 
destroying  the  Hurons  the  Five  League  despoilers 
fell  upon  che  Neutral  Nation  with  ruthless  fury, 
and  the  wilderness  north  of  Lake  Erie  became  a 
solitude.  South  of  the  lake  the  ICries,  after  a 
heroic  resistance,  shared  the  same  fate,  and  their 
name  only  lives  in  the  blue  waters  beside  which 
they  perished.  Little  is  known  of  them — the 
missionaries,  it  is  thought,  never  dwelt  among 
them.  The  Andastees,  too.  after  a savage  and 
protracted  struggle,  which  crippled  and  nearly 
baffled  their  conquerors,  were  exterminateil. 
Thus,  one  after  the  other,  four  great  nations 
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ju-rished  at  the  hands  of  their  savage  .brethren, 
■file  present  State  of  Ohio  became  a vassal  canton 
of  llie  Iroquois,  and,  it  might  be  added,  was 
.ihnost  a solitude.  The  population,  thus  dis- 
j.laccd,  made  what  has  been  deemed  by  some  to 
iiave  been  the  first  occupation.  All  that  can  be 
truthfully  said,  however,  is  that  they  were  the 
first  occupants  of  whom  the  white  men  knew 
anything. 

The  French  colonists  had  been  friends  and 
allies  of  the  Flurons,  as  well,  and  for  that  reason 
had  not  escaped  unscathed.  The  revengeful 
Confederacy,  obtaining  guns  from  the  Dutch  and 
Finglish,  whose  settlements  were  beginning  to 
dot  the  Fiudson  and  Mohawk,  made  frequent 
merciless  raids,  spreading  desolation  along  the 
whole  line  of  the  St.  Lawrence  settlements,  until 
the  colony  tottered  upon  the  verge  of  ruin. 
Montreal  was  captured;  its  inhabitants  butchered 
or  carried  away  captives,  and  the  blood-smeared 
victors  yelled  their  exultant  war-whoops  under 
the  very  walls  of  Quebec. 

Let  us  refer  again  to  the  same  map.  Far 
.away,  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  near 
Cliequarnigon  bay,  are  the  fragments  of  the  once 
proud,  but  now  expatriated,  Flurons.  Near  them 
were  the  Ottawas — associates  in  exile.  They, 
too,  had  to  fiee  before  the  fury  of  the  conquerors. 
These  tribes  for  more  than  twenty  years,  like  the 
Israelites  of  old,  wanderers  in  the  vast  wilder- 
ness, had  at  last  squatted  there,  near  some  kin- 
dred clans  of  the  Chippewas.  The  faithful 
Jesuits  had  been  with  them  in  their  wanderings. 
The  Mission  La  Pointe'^-'  was  established;  but 
Father  Marquette,  who  established  the  church 
of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  in  April,  1668,  and  who  was 
at  La  Pointe  in  1669,  wrote  very  discouragingly 
<.>f  the  progress  he  was  making  among  the  heathen 
hordes.  In  his  report  he  says,  concerning  the 
Ottawas:  “They  were  far  removed  from  the 

Kmgdom  of  God,  and  addicted,  beyond  all  other 
tribes,  to  foulness,  incantations  and  sacrifices  to 
evil  spirits.”  It  was  not  long,  however,  until  a 
quarrel  with  the  Sioux,  who  were  west  of  them, 
t^aused  the  Flurons — or  Wyandots  as  they  will 
hereafter  be  called — and  Ottawas  to  tlee  south- 
"ard;  the  former  settling  about  Mackinaw,  and 
*he  latter  on  some  islands  below  the  straits,  and 
'’dl  later,  about  I^ittle  Traverse  bav.  These 
1'  ''ations  they  held  for  nearly  a century,  and 
•U'ain  grew  numerous  and  strong.  Flere  we  will 
‘'-■■ive  them  for  the  present. 

L will  be  of  interest  at  this  point  to  know 
'^h--re  the  rnaps  of  that  time,  1670,  located  some 
■'^her  tribes,  with  whom  histor}’  brings  us  in  con- 
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tact,  in  later  years.  The  Chippewas  were  on 
Lake  Superior;  the  Sacs,  M'innebagoes  and 
Menominees,  in  Wisconsin;  the  Kaskaskias  and 
other  Illinois  tribes  on  the  Illinois  river;  the  F’ot- 
tawatamies  on  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan, 
about  the  River  St.  Joseph;  the  Miamis  along 
the  Ohio  and  Indiana  State  line;  and  the  L>ela- 
wares  (vassals  of  the  Iroquois),  in  central  Penn- 
sylvania. The  wandering  Shawanees  are  not 
easily  located,  but  at  that  time  were  probably 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  river.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Miamis  none  of  these  tribes 
then  claimed  a home  in  what  is  now  Ohio.  The 
reader  should  note  this  fact,  as  a century  later 
at  least  six  tribes  claimed  ownership  in  Ohio  soil. 
These  tribes,  mostly  Algonquins,  had  generally 
! been  allies  of,  and  were  friendly  to,  the  French, 
j and  more  or  less  hostile  to  their  old  enemies,  the 
j Iroquois. 

I The  French,  taught  bv  bitter  lessons,  had 
long  been  anxious  to  make  peace  with  the  Iro- 
quois, not  only  for  the  protection  of  their  colonies 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  but  in  the  interest  of  dis- 
coveries to  the  south  and  the  vast  fur  trade  with 
I the  nations.  Long  and  incessant  warfare,  too, 

I had  told  upon  the  power  of  the  Five  Nations, 
j They  had  received  some  heav_\'  blows  from  the 
I French  troops,  inducing  a more  pacific  state  of 
i mind.  .A  sort  of  truce  was  at  last  patched  up 
between  them  and  the  French,  and  the  latter 
ventured  to  make  some  explorations  south  of  the 
Lakes.  It  was  about  this  time  that  Ivobert  Cav- 
alier La  Salic — incomparable  among  the  early 
pioneer  explorersof  the  West — began  his  American 
i career.  Through  his  inspiring  genius  and  tireless 
energ}’,  civilized  men  first  began  to  learn  the  vast 
extent  and  future  possibilities  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley. 

In  the  year  1670.  he  discovered  the  Ohio 
river,  and  was  among  the  first  Europeans  who 
trod  Ohio  soil.  Two  of  his  associates.  Fathers 
Gallinee  and  Dolliers,  on  a canoe  trip  to  the  out- 
let of  Lake  Superior  in  the  same  year,  passed  up 
Lake  Erie,  stopping  one  night  on  Ft.  Pelee 
island.  They  were  the  pioneer  white  men  who 
traveled  along  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie  and 
through  the  straits  of  Detroit,  so  far  as  is  known. 
This  was  sixty-two  years  after  settlement  was 
made  on  the  St.  Lawrence. 

' In  1671,  at  the  Sault  (“Soo").  the  French. 

in  the  presence  of  a large  concourse  of  Indians, 

I and  with  much  pomp  and  display,  took  formal 
' possession  of  all  the  Northwest,  both  discovered 
I and  undiscovered,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
I'lance.  In  the  following  \ear  (1672'  the  ohi 
t soldier.  Count  I'rontenac,  came  out  to  Canada  as 
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Governor.  In  enterprise  and  ability,  and  in  the 
support  he  commanded  from  the  King',  he  far  ex- 
ceeded any  of  his  predecessors.  His  vigorous 
administration  of  colonial  affairs,  and  his  soldierly 
skill,  combined  with  the  genius  of  La  Salle,  ad- 
vanced the  French  scheme  of  empire  as  it  had 
never  been  before.  Under  adventurous  and  fear- 
less leaders,  the  Mississippi,  with  many  of  its 
eastern  tributaries,  including  the  Ohio,  was  ex- 
plored. Seven  years  later,  1679,  at  Niagara, 
La  Salle  launched  the  “Griffin,”  of  forty-five 
tons  burthen,  mounting  a small  armament  of  light 
cannon.  This  pioneer  sailing  craft  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  with  her  gaudy  pennants,  flapping  sails 
and  booming  cannon,  was  the  wonder  of  all  In- 
dian beholders;  the  trip  of  the  great  “canoe”  up 
Lakes  Erie  and  Huron,  her  passage  of  the  straits 
of  Detroit  and  Mackinac,  and  on  to  the  south  end 
of  Lake  Michigan,  was  in  the  nature  of  a tri- 
umphal voyage.  But  the  career  of  the  “Griffin” 
was  short.  La  Salle  sent  her  on  the  return  trip 
loaded  with  furs,  but  she  never  reached  her  des- 
tination, having  possibly  foundered  in  a storm. 

In  this  same  year  ( 1679)  Frontenac  sent  out 
a number  of  trading  and  exploring  parties,  to 
different  parts  of  the  West.  It  was  doubtless 
one  of  these  that  discovered  the  canoe  route  from 
Lake  Erie  to  the  Ohio,  by  way  of  the  Maumee 
and  Wabash  rivers,  which  in  an  ordinary  stage 
of  water  could  be  traversed  with  a canoe  by  a 
“portage,”  or  land ‘carry,  of  only  about  nine 
miles  between  the  sources  of  the  two  rivers. 
This,  in  a country  where  there  were  neither  horses 
nor  mules,  was  an  important  discovery,  and  this 
route  was  much  used  in  both  war  and  peace  in 
after  years.  Outside  of  this  discovery,  however, 
there  are  existing  proofs  that  the  French  were  on 
the  Maumee  in  1679  and  1680,  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  white  men  had  been  here  before  that 
time.  In  his  interesting  volume,  “ History  of 
the  Maumee  Valley,”  Knapp  states,  on  the 
authority  of  A.  T.  Goodman,  at  one  time  secre- 
tary of  the  Western  Reserve  and  Northern  Ohio 
Historical  Society,  based  on  data  from  records  at 
Montreal,  Quebec  and  elsewhere,  that  the  French, 
in  1680,  built  a stockade,  and  for  several  years 
kept  a trading  post  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Maumee,  at  a point  nearly  opposite  where  Per- 
rysburg  now  is.  This  post,  it  is  claimed,  was  aft- 
erward abandoned  for  the  more  desirable  location 
at  Ft.  Wayne.  There  is  room,  however,  (or  well- 
founded  doubt  as  to  there  having  been  a fort  on  \ 
the  Maumee  as  early  as  16S0.  The  P'rench  at  j 
that  time  felt  no  security,  anywhere  south  of  | 
Lake  Erie,  from  the  roving  murderous  l;ands  of  ' 
Iroquois.  This  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  they 


had  no  permanent  military  post  at  the  more  im- 
portant location  on  the  Detroit,  until  subsequent 
to  the  great  Montreal  treaty,  twenty-one  years 
later,  1701.  The  further  fact  that  there  were  no 
Indians  at  the  time  on  the  Lower  Maumee,  worth 
mentioning,  takes  away  the  probability  or  need 
of  a trading  post.  There  was  nobody  here  to 
trade  with,  unless  the  Miamis  should  make  an  oc- 
casional visit  from  the  P'ort  Wayne  country 
That  a French  exploring  and  trading  party  was 
on  the  Maumee  at  or  about  the  time  mentioned 
seems  certain;  that  such  party  had  a fortified 
winter  encampment  here,  1679-80,  waiting  for 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  is  more  than  possible, 
but  that  there  was  an  established  trading  post 
here  prior  to  the  one  at  Detroit,  hardly  seems 
probable. 

At  a grand  council  held  at  Montreal  in  1701, 
at  which  were  present  representatives  of  the  Iro- 
quois and  nearly  all  the  tribes  north  of  the  Ohio, 
including  those  about  the  Great  Lakes,  the 
French  made  a treaty  which  greatly  facilitated 
their  schemes  of  aggrandizement  and  trade. 
Though  she  had  been  compelled  to  take  third 
choice  in  America,  none  will  deny,  in  the  light  of 
later  revelations,  that  France  had  put  her  pre- 
emption squarely  down  on  the  cream  of  the  Con- 
tinent. From  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  four  thousand  miles, 
she  claimed  sway.  Her  great  concern  now  was 
to  make  her  claim  good.  In  this  interest  her 
ministers  and  resident  officials  were  aggressive 
and  zealous.  In  1701,  the  same  year  of  the 
great  Montreal  council,  a military  and  trading 
post,  called  Fort  Ponchartrain,  was  established 
at  Detroit.  From  this  date  and  place  Wood 
county  catches  the  first  shadowy  rays  of  the 
slowly  approaching  civilization.  Detroit,  by  its 
central  and  favorable  location  on  the  great  water 
route  between  the  east  and  northwest,  became  at 
once  the  most  important  post  in  the  western 
country,  and  continued  so  until  the  close  of  the 
war  of  1812.  Beside  being  the  chief  center  c; 
military  and  governmental  authority  for  a laree 
extent  of  country,  it  was  a great  fur-trading 
porium.  No  city  west  of  the  .-Mleghanies  h.-.- 
filled  so  important  a place  in  the  history  of  ti.-- 
North  and  West  as  Detroit.  It  has  been  the  scene 
of  two  surrenders,  twelve  massacres,  two  scores 
of  battles,  and  has  changed  flags  five  times.  D-  - 
troit  was  one  hundred  years  oUl  when  Clevclrvun 
was  laid  off  in  town  lots.  Naturally  the  Maum 
Country  lying  so  near  by,  and  the  river  which  w-i- 
the  traveled  route  to  the  Ohio,  became  tribiunr. 
to  Detroit. 

The  scarcely  hunted  fur-bearing  animal- 
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beaver,  otter,  coon,  mink  and  muskrat,  swarmed 
through  all  the  region,  and  only  waited  the  hunter 
and  trader  to  develop  a profitable  business,  sure 
of  a quick  return  and  not  dependent,  like  hus- 
bandry, upon  the  slow  process  of  clearing  the 
forest,  or  affected  by  drouth,  freshets,  or  frosts. 
Detroit,  in  addition  to  being  a principal  official 
and  military  station,  continued  to  be  the  great  j 
trading  center,  for  the  forest  rangers  and  forest  ! 
products,  of  the  Maumee  Country  for  more  than  ' 
a hundred  years  after  its  founding.  j 

The  French,  as  soon  as  they  were  established,  j 
commenced  their  usual  policy  of  conciliating  the 
tribes— allaying  feuds  and  jealousies  and  protect- 
ing the  weak  against  the  strong.  They  encour- 
aged the  Indians  to  settle  about  the  posts  and 
engage  in  hunting  and  trapping  instead  of  follow- 
ing the  warpath.  Among  the  tribes  who  thus 
settled  about  Detroit  were  the  Ottawas  and  Wy- 
andots,  whom  we  left  located  near  Mackinaw.  A 
little  later  some  of  the  Pottawatamie  bands  came 
from  Lake  Michigan.  By  the  middle  of  the  cen- 
tury (1750)  the  Ottawas  had  taken  possession  of 
the  Maumee  hunting  grounds,  and  about  the 
time  the  English  displaced  the  French,  from  1760 
to  1765,  had  their  principal  villages  on  the  Mau- 
tnee  river,  mostly  on  the  north  bank,  because  of 
the  drierand  more  healthful  conditions  to  be  found 
there  at  that  time.  Wood  county  soil  was  never  i 
the  permanent  abode  of  the  Indians  so  far  as  I 
known — only  a temporary  resort  for  hunting. 

1 he  Ottawas  were  our  immediate  predecessors,  | 
but  shared  their  hunting  grounds  with  their  old  | 
friends,  the  Wyandots,  who  had  their  principal  | 
seat  on  the  Sandusky  river.  Mingled  with  these,  I 
were  bands  of  other  tribes,  who  had  become 
broken  and  dispersed,  and  either  were  not  strong 
enough  to  seek  another  location,  or  for  other 
causes,  preferred  to  remain  here. 

This  settlement  here  of  these  Indians,  as  just 
noticed,  is  termed  by  some  writers,  “the  second 
occupation,”  as  distinguished  from  the  people,  : 
evicted  or  destroyed  by  the  Iroquois,  about  one 
hundred  years  before.  Many  persons,  even 
among  the  better  informed,  have  fallen  into  the 
common  error  of  supposing  that  there  was  a 
numerous  Indian  population  here,  or  indeed  all 
over  Ohio,  when  the  first  white  men  came,  or  ; 
duit  the  Ind  ians  that  we  displaced  later  had  been  1 
•'ere  from  a remote  time.  This  was  not  the  case.  | 
hen  the  P'rench  founded  Detroit,  170!,  this  ■ 
part  of  the  Maumee  Country  was  virtually  un- 
peopled. The  French  were  the  means  of  bring- 
uig  the  Indians  here,  to  procure  furs,  and  W’ood 
eoiinty  became  a sort  of  game  preserve  for  Otta- 
wa and  Wyandot  hunters,  who  hail  scarcely 


been  here  long  enough,  when  the  English-speak- 
ing race  came,  to  give  eligibility  to  membership 
in  a pioneer  society. 

Let  us  now  refer  to  the  last  map  made  by  the 
French.  It  is  dated  about  1760.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  on  the  map  of  16S0  only  the 
Miamis  were  located  on  Ohio  soil — at  the  In- 
diana-State line.  Now  we  find,  by  this  later 
map,  the  best  part  of  the  Ottawas  on  the  Maumee ; 
at  Sandusky,  the  Wyandots;  at  the  head  of  the 
Maumee,  the  Miamis;  on  the  Ohio  river,  above 
the  Muskingum,  the  Delawares,  late  vassals  of 
the  Iroquois,  from  eastern  Pennsylvania;  between 
the  Scioto  and  Muskingum,  the  Shawnees,  and 
near  them,  a band  of  Wyandots. 

To  secure  their  territorial  claims,  keep  peace 
among  the  tribes,  and  to  protect  the  fur  trade, 
which  had  become  a source  of  vast  revenue,  the 
P'rench  had  scattered  forts  and  trading  posts 
around  quite  liberally.  Those  nearest  to  the 
present  boundaries  of  Wood  county  were  at  San- 
dusky, Detroit  and  Fort  Wayne,  but  there  were 
fortifications  at  Mackinaw,  Green  Bay,  the  lower 
end  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  on  the  M’abash  and 
Illinois  rivers.  There  were  forts  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers, 
and  on  Lake  Erie,  at  Presque  Isle,  now  Erie, 
and  posts  at  La  Boeuf  and  Venango,  on  the  head 
waters  of  the  Allegheny  river.  These  were  the 
outward  signs  of  her  supremacy,  and  by  these 
France  made  her  claim  of  ownership.  Discovery 
and  occupancy  were  considered  valid  claims  in 
those  days  of  vast  and  easy  colonial  aggrandize- 
ment. 

The  French  plan  of  colonization  in  North 
America  was  faulty,  and  its  realization  fell  far 
short  of  the  expectations  of  its  projectors;  but  it 
had  some  elements  of  strength  which  their  Eng- 
lish neighbors  had  neglected,  or  had  not  the  means 
of  employing.  The  French  assiduously  cultivated 
the  friendship  of  the  Indian  tribes  with  whom 
they  became  associated,  and  notwithstanding  the 
charges  of  fickleness  and,  treachery,  made  b_\- 
many  writers  against  the  red  men,  they  were 
singularly  constant  to  the  P'rench,  both  in  p>ower 
and  adversity.  The  P'rench  maintained  close 
social  relations  with  their  red  allies;  made  them 
handsome  gifts;  hunted  with  them,  tradetl  with 
them,  and  frequently  inter-married  with  them. 
The  coureur  des  bois  had  much  in  common  with 
his  Indian  companion.  He  was  restless  and 
brave;  pliant  in  disposition;  caring  nothing  for 
land  ('r  work;  wanting  only  an  empire  for  I'rance 
and  a good  time  for  himself. 

Another,  and  perhaps  the  greatest,  factor 
wielded  by  the  French,  was  the  zeal  and  self- 


JI 


.. 


.omo.’;rtY3K>ty'  mm 


j>  fc  i.-i 


naHv'  ^H^opn*  ^aol  oisrf  ^ 

qidffjt»(jtm,f?i  tij  sv.^cj  ;3mis&,^3^n  >lir  viixiyft  j^lno  Ur 

■>dj  ybaiu  r4Ktn  Jjji;l  tra.i  u.j  V0p- am  ' .iPrt  jj  i.. 

3>a  Urn  U ,od\>  iuuda  w ill  li^J  iiUfiftiik  h Mtaihnq  v«jl» 

‘^Ino  oedj  lo  -q^n  ar.i  »o 

'nl  aiii  Ijs— ln;a  oaI(»  tic  f^e^oi Ijsq^irirsq  ol  n<>iJibb«  ai  ,JioijM(t 

t:*Jril  fftili  id  .biic!  ■e.w  'Vov^  |,  s*dSr  buju  il 


^31#  ,4^ns:» ’jnibinj'^ ' 

afiiiJ  ?7vii3  nol;  ^TiUiBo^  39faafM  sdMo  ,5£i?o£wi^'‘ 
,^mfJJp^wo^8a^t&^^ 

8JJ  fibp^^sc  ,d'.;vn'l  driT 


;4)£!iTiiJi?14  3fi3  iiq sjjWi'j^O »fl;j  ib  hf,q .mm. 

,>fl?  .iM  Jbjj-jfj  5.dJ  ik  ;?Joi.vtcY,y/  a«fJ  |« 

»/ndp  ,7jvri  t^dU  Vti)  no  . 

lo  t»i;«uv  jjcl  ,2ti'i£WfcIii>Cl  9tij  $th  , v«  .«  •.  >i  j. 

o-wwjvd  ;dnfivlv£fmt*'l  nvj;?>s9  moil  .j-iouporl  sdi  j TmSw^brfj  fiong* 

bnc  ,c396ji«i>de  Pd3 

.rJolKifiv // bnyd  a fn^bJ7£^  j -^ubpao  ^ :la»viF  adl  um 

BPcsq  qflp;!  .^uadu  lowomibl-  vpdJ  r>time  ©T  | fo»t*..  ifl;^  pl  ^ojsibitX.  od|.  baa** 

,yusi4  101  oftJ  JD'>j'a7q  o)  bfiB 

iijiut}  Of}'*'/  -di/tqwM  oclj'^ 


afli  .ofir;ov3i  J5JJV  Ip  sirii/os  «,  o«k)S37(J  bjd 'rfoirfw 
dti;oq  tnr*  eJiu!  b,>70l3«:.')»  4ofjai% 

isdf  C3  J>91fi90  OSOllT  yj(Big<j}( 

/B-oiv/f  vioitoo  Ik  '*'  ‘ ’ ’ •' •> 

&!';,//  '(KJ 

iyy.it)I  C'd)  ,vs^J 


;*W'..'^^f  jrpij«0  jwb<Jr  '' 

'h':  ;Wg0Xit^l|  Jhx  4w*ou>i^vr  .aJobnn 


bfm  d»i^«V/,«rdi  ^o-  b(m  sraJPt»rf,a9moaM*aO* 

-<K)D_0f!j  }ft  ffivn-  si*»w  aiofU  ^04wi:ll-i'^  • '•  “ * 

ii'j/h  «}•»('( (loM  b/fj;  'ifoad^allf^odl  |,  •o,«K  adi  * ’ 


, . ©fU  Wniri 

Igflj^’^^l^ionhq  tidffJ  bed  . qj 


9fi->fll,  Y*1  iinK_  ,v3BiTJaiquB  -j^ri  lo ' jbjjifc  '!b7B'//l»o 

. '^levoofciU  -.qid^^.iarjv^o  lo  rtjiab  ■5's>rfial)8frt  sofiSY^i 
n»  «r.'j!X,li  bfU:v  boiabiiipoD  t»(rg' 

-aifhfT'3ias«  !Bt«o(o^J!  Ys«y  bay  i;asv  Jo  s'/pf)  aaodJ 

• •JooPi 

find/'  ni  noiijjxiaoloo  Jo  nalq  doajs'j'*!  af!(T 
7i1  flal  nolissika-i  a.»i.  i>/t&  .ylfpeJ  sbn&mA 
Ji  -Jt3c|  ;87/.'>j3ojoTfJ  £31  io  £0Oij.JUl6yqj49  9iij  Ip  i'irji4$ 
-?fi3.'  iiadj./Jofrlv/  dj^naiJs  Jo  smpfrt^^sma*  bjtfJ 
«3nfitJfTi  fsijj  ion  bed  w .haJooi^fna  bpd rfsff 
b^<3/iVij|;;D  {leitoubifER  ©d'f  Joi'' 

mbilv/  tiJi'w  fcadiij  ofiibxil  orfi  Jo  qidebnWhJ  ntdj 
sdi  jinibor.kriJiv/iofi  bna  ,b©?fipp»£ja  yadJ 

*{d  aUr»fu  .^jadoBOiJ  ,t>frc  £&9n.aiilbfJ  I'd' 

x^dJ  ,nom  b©i  arfj  eiMhw  ymam 


mxr^: .... , , . 

_ abode^'’ 

.gjpifiiid,-  7*jJ  a ’(lao — nwotut  > 

iup^©7dv^  >,bwbJJO  siTP^’' 
biO;,li:>di  ' rf^ '^^}pypis»  y,riijdiad„  111©#  b©7ftdt  iud  . 

' Isijbnnq^  d#/  .feJobftay,W '©# '.ebwaiit 

-J;iit^'vh'x''}«^ba463'^  'to 
omoosd'"  b»4  oj^I  .i^waJ  i©#o'  Id,  abaed 
.jjnoaje  ,bBi^pq^ip  ftps  nadcnd 

'■  *61 ' IP . ' it  9ps‘  ot  ! I yuofi©  f’ ' 

iffKiy’  ’*  ’ ol  bdtt9J;#q 

»iad'  iuompfiips  ai/IT 

bapadiii'  Y,d  fadffnal'Si  .basA , 

.©Iqpyq  orij  b^dKiojiniiKib  a* 

bciw  Jopdfi  s#  vd  bovoibsb  io  baJoi’«  ;* 


n-  I fiai^  *eao2iaq  VobW.,’  baifaniid 

7owoq  ni  liiod  ,don9jl  &di  o^  r a uifwqo  ybfiloamB  adi  oJns  ftaibij  ©ydfl  bdw  Sf'J*** 

©€015  baoiGiobm  donoi'^  adT  i'{Jia39Yt:«  bna  ];  »' adVil  ^ladndftry  a«^'Sd^ 

fnaij?  3L>i*(n  .P^iIIk  s<i<s!4i'lo>ri  1’  II*.  ..  . ; A * I J.  1.  * 


m©03  ©Win  .enjlie  bai  ypM  diiw  snoii^t^i  hhoe  i lk  b»»b«i  7p  ,9i©d  ;:di)«lflqpq/d^j^^ aooiamidl  ' 
ri)i*  baliiuj  ,/nprii  dj}v/  b'ilnoH  i ^ «»ixr  Midw 

.(litfdi  nJr«  baiiouirtJ-’iaJni  ^flJnauoswl.  b/t*  /wAdt  l ;!rM>»«W  l>rrd  *.4*  ti-i(i 


.jiisfdi  bai'niirti.iajni  ^|ln90p»t);  hik  p bpd  laila^lbaoBlq^ih  9‘W  J«Hl  abidbi^  odS  Jedi 

iljiw  nor^rt©  tii  douni  bed  aiod  a©b  ipsw/po  asriit'  »'  <^«o  aril  ion  eaw  j:ifi  rY»'  .©rnil  pJofMdi  a moil  ©7*il 
,.bnfi  eeouioi  asw  oH  ..,.noin$qfnco  njsibnl  aid.,|  ,fio#i»<l|'  bobflpoJ  43sfki’'i noA'^ 


!#> 


7PJ  anifljon  ^niiifio  inobiEoqaib  ni'*^Jn»i(q  javaid 
ici  ©lif^no  n* 

is  7di  ©mU  l>6^ 

lokfij  .lasisaig  9#  aqyrfiyq  ba«  .isdlonA 

Ah»^ttB  ka^  pdi  ^ 


''iV>'Mi) 


iRw  ’{iifcuniv  s»«>brW  ©#  i© 

gni^in  \ .bal‘l®'H;,- 

pd©’//  bn»  anaibnt  a# 

-6110  no)  ©v7©*pTq  #11  lo  l70t  fi  ©measd  ’(imn)©^ 
v{i3##d||:b#d*Piiy||^'.^  lobnayV/  bna 


iiiL-m 


12 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


sacrificing  labor  of  the  untiring  missionaries  — 
such  as  Mesnard,  Marquette,  and  others.  “ Re- 
ligious enthusiasm,"  sa}’s  Bancroft,  “colonized 
New  England,  and  religious  enthusiasm  founded 
Montreal,  made  a conquest  of  the  wilderness 
about  the  upperlakes  and  explored  the  Mississippi." 
But  there  was  a great  gulf  between  the  facile 
temperament  of  the  proselyting  Jesuit  and  the 
stern,  unyielding  one  of  the  Puritan.  The  former 
patiently  moulded  all  adverse  circumstances  to 
his  purpose,  and  followed  the  Apostle  Paul’s 
doctrine  of  conformit}'  to  the  various  phases  of 
human  character.  The  latter,  long  taught  to 
look  only  for  direction  and  assistance  from  God, 
was  cold,  formal  and  arbitrary  in  his  teachings. 
The  gorgeous  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church  were  well  suited  tothe  imaginative  forest 
neophytes,  whose  simple  minds  could  but  illy 
understand  the  written  creed  and  catechism  of  the 
white  race. 

The  creed  of  the  Puritan  was  dogmatic  and 
appealed  more  to  the  reasoning  faculties,  in 
which  latter  attributes  the  red  men  were  deficient. 
In  these  divergent  methods  of  dealing  with  the 
native  races  we  must  look  chiefly  for  the  marked 
ascendancy  which  the  French  obtained  over  the 
original  occupants  of  the  country. 

We  will  now  turn,  briefly,  to  the  English 
whom  we  left  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  Their 
settlement  was  about  contemporaneous  with  the 
French  at  Quebec.  They  had  not  been  idle. 
They  had  increased  rapidly  in  population,  and 
extended  their  settlements  far  into  the  interior. 
Their  plan  of  colonization  differed  radically  from 
the  French,  and  hardly  considered  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  as  one  of  its  factors. 
They  were  toilers  rather  than  traders;  farmers, 
who  sought  out  the  best  lands  they  could  find, 
for  agricultural  purposes.  They  formed  compact 
settlements  for  religious  and  social  convenience, 
and  for  protection  against  the  savages.  The 
Indians  did  not  always  look  with  favor  upon  the 
land-grasping  encroachments  of  their  English 
neighbors;  and  to  these  differences  was  soon  to 
be  added  an  embroglio  with  their  French  rivals. 
In  their  eagerness  to  occupy  the  rich  valleys  to 
the  west,  some  daring  speculators,  from  London 
and  Virginia,  known  as  the  Ohio  Company,  ob- 
tained a grant  from  the  Crown  of  six  million  acres 
of  land  southeast  of  the  Ohio  river,  in  what  is 
now  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  on  which 
they  intended  to  settle  a large  colony.  Survey- 


ors, among  them  George  Washington,  and  land 
agents  were  at  work,  extending  the  bounds  of 
English  domain  westward  very  rapidly.  Already 
they  were  within  the  limits  claimed  by  the  French, 
and  the  jealousy  of  the  latter  was  raised  to  fire 
heat.  The  most  bitter  feelings  of  rivalry  were 
engendered,  and  each  sought  to  checkmate  the 
movements  of  the  other.  The  English  claimed 
by  purchase  from  the  Iroquois  and  their  charter 
from  the  English  king,  which  document,  in 
the  parlance  of  the  time,  modestly  read  from 
“sea  to  sea.  ” The  French  based  their  claim 
upon  discovery  and  possession.  Neither  would 
back  down.  Diplomacy  was  vainly  resorted 
to;-  raids  and  murders  were  rife.  Colonial 
officials.  Gaul  and  Anglo-Saxon,  vowed  to  stand 
for  their  respective  rights,  and  the  savages,  watch- 
ing the  portentous  clouds  of  war,  stood  in  the 
background,  painted  and  ready  for  the  carnival 
of  blood. 

The  storm  broke,  in  1756,  at  the  head  of  the 
Ohio,  and  what  is  known  as  the  F'rench  and  In- 
dian war,  the  bloodiest  in  Colonial  history,  was 
inaugurated.  Each  of  the  great  rivals  put  forth 
their  best  efforts  to  secure  the  aid  of  their  savage 
allies,  but  the  F'rench  were  by  far  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  diabolic  and  infamous  scheme. 
The  western  tribes  were  nearly  all  under  their 
influence.  The  nations  of  the  Iroquois  League 
remained  neutral,  or  joined  the  English;  the 
Cherokees  and  some  other  bands  on  their  south- 
western border  also  joined  them.  Soon  the  whole 
line  of  settlements  was  startled  by  the  appalling 
whoop  of  the  swarthy  warriors.  The  tomahawk 
and  torch  answered  the  tearful  plea  tor  mercy; 
old  age  and  helpless  infancy  shared  the  same 
horrible  fate.  In  details  of  savage  atrocity  that 
war  has  few,  if  any,  parallels  in  war's  dread 
annals.  The  contest  raged  with  varying  fortune 
until  the  fall  of  1759.  when  the  roar  of  cannon 
on  the  rocky  heights  of  Quebec  made  proclama- 
tion that  the  supremacy  of  race,  in  North  America, 
was  at  final  issue.  The  Anglo-Saxon  was  tri- 
umphant, and  the  future  destiny  of  this  country 
was  irrevocably  fixed  in  that  line.  Some  desul- 
tory fighting,  the  surrender  of  Montreal,  and  tlu- 
peace  treaty  of  1763  followed.  F'rance  ceded  all 
her  possessions  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  to 
England.  Thus  passed  away  the  rule  of  France. 
Wood  county,  for  almost  a century  under  her 
dominion  as  a part  of  the  Diocese  of  (Juebec. 
now  passed  under  the  control  of  England. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


T'ventv  Years’  Occupation  bv  the  Engtish — 1TC8  to  1788 — Pontiac's  War — Pontiac's 
Retirement  to  the  Mai'mee — .\.ngrv  Interviews  with  Captain  IMorris — ••The  En- 
glish ARE  Liars’’ — Interesting  Description  of  the  }vIau.mee  Coi-ntrv  at  that  early 
Date  by  the  English  Sip.-Com missioner,  George  Croghan — England  displaced  in 
Authority  by  the  United  States,  1788. 


downfall  of  the  French  was  a sad  dis-  j 
I appointment  to  their  Indian  allies  in  the  | 

i West.  They  did  not  e.xactly  understand  ! 

why,  because  the  French  had  been  beaten,  | 
the  English  had  any  right  to  come  and  take  | 
possession  of  the  Indian’s  territory,  and  become  | 
iiis  master  in  authority  and  occupy  all  the  forts  j 
and  posts.  The  unfavorable  turn  events  had  | 
taken  might  well  have  caused  the  tribes  to  reflect 
a little,  and  see  that  they  had  made  a great  mis-  : 
take  in  joining  in  a tight  and  decimating  their  i 
ranks  in  a contest  between  two  nations,  both  of  | 
which  fought  for  the  same  object,  namely,  to 
po.ssess  the  country,  not  to  help  the  Indian  to  i 
retain  it.  The  French  colonists,  too,  in  the  set- 
ilements  about  the  posts,  were  illy  suited  with 
the  new  order  of  things.  They  were  loyal  to  the  , 
obnoxious  Hag  of  Britain  onlv  in  appearance,  and  i 
no  doubt  prejudiced  the  Indians  against  their 
masters,  the  English.  About  Detroit  the  Indians 
had  become  numerous.  Toward  the  English  i 
they  kept  up  an  exterior  appearance  of  friend- 
ship, but  underneath  was  a discontented,  sullen, 
revengeful  feeling.  In  this  temper,  and  at  this 
time  fi763),  almost  before  peace  had  been  con- 
cluded between  the  English  and  French,  in  Paris, 
a most  dangerous,  remarkable  and  widespread 
conspiracy  was  formed  and  partly  carried  into 
execution  by  the  savages.  It  was  as  diabolical 
in  its  scope  as  it  was  original  and  bold  in  concep- 
tion. It  was  planned  and  headed  bv  the  Ottawa 
chief,  Pontiac,  whose  tribe  was  about  Detroit  or 
on  the  Maumee.  This  unlettered  savage  com-  I 
bined  in  his  make-up  the  cunning,  far-reaching  : 
diplomacy  of  a Talleyrand,  with  the  courage  and 
skill  in  leadership  of  a Hannibal.  His  design  ; 
'vas  nothing  less  than  the  capture  by  stratagem  \ 
iind  treachery  of  all  the  English  posts  from  ' 
^’iagara  to  Mackinac.  The  garrisons  and  the  ; 
Briglish  settlers  on  the  border  were  to  be  massa- 
cred, and  the  whole  frontier  made  as  desolate  as 
the  torch  and  scalping  knife  could  make  it. 

Pontiac  had,  by  his  eloquence  and  astute  ‘ 


knowledge  of  Indian  character,  so  worked  upon 
the  superstitions,  prejudices  and  fears  of  the  In- 
dians as  to  bring  most  of  the  tribes  heartily  into 
his  deep-laid  plot.  He  had  picked  his  warriors 
and  planned  all  the  details.  When  the  blow 
came,  which  was  arranged  to  be  made  simulta- 
neously along  the  border,  nine  posts,  including 
Mackinac,  fell.  Detroit  escaped  only  by  a hair's 
breadth.  An  Indian  woman  betrayed  the  dan- 
ger to  the  commandant,  and  he  had  the  wisdom 
to  profit  by  the  warning  in  time.  The  crack  of 
doom  or  the  dash  of  a meteor  could  not  have 
come  more  sudden  or  unexpected;  nor  could  the 
dread  thunders  of  an  earthquake  have  caused 
greater  consternation  among  the  frontier  people. 
Again  the  whole  border  was  thrown  into  wild 
panic.  The  horrors  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  just  closed,  were  held  in  vivid  remembrance 
by  the  startled  colonists.  Men  Hew  to  arms,  and 
women  and  children  deserted  their  homes  and 
hastened  to  the  interior  towns  and  settlements. 
Thousands  of  homes  on  the  \'irginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania border  were  abandoned,  and  hundreds  of 
settlers  were  massacred  and  made  captives. 

Pontiac’s  rage  knew  no  bounds  when  his  own 
part  of  the  programme  failed,  that  of  capturing 
Detroit.  He  at  once  laid  siege  to  the  fort, 
doubtless  with  the  expectation  of  starving  out  the 
garrison.  What  is  most  remarkable  in  Indian 
warfare,  he  held  his  warriors  to  the  work,  and 
kept  up  the  siege  with  more  or  less  vigor  tor 
about  ten  months,  when  reinforcements  arriveil 
for  the  fort  and  drove  him  off.  Disappointed  and 
chagrined,  he  retired  to  the  Ottawa  village  on  the 
Maumee  with  his  warriors,  from  which  he  soon 
heard  of  the  total  collapse  of  his  audacious  plans, 
under  the  telling  blows  of  the  boriler  men  and  the 
English  soldiers. 

While  he  was  here,  and  a treaty,  at  Presque 
Isle  Erie),  which  he  declined  to  take  part  in,  wa> 
in  progress  ; 17645,  (,>r  had  been  arranged,  an 
incident  occurred,  illustrative  of  Pontiac’s  hostile 
feeling  toward  the  English.  Bradstreet's  army 
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lay  encamped  on  the  field  near  Detroit  at  the 
time.  Capt.  Morris,  with  a few  Iroquois  and 
Canadian  attendants  had  been  detailed  to  p;o  on 
any  embassy  to  the  country  of  the  Illinois  in 
1764.  Ascending  the  Maumee  in  a canoe,  he 
soon  approached  the  camp  of  Pontiac,  who  had 
now  virtually  given  up  his  great  contest,  and  sul- 
lenly withdrawn  to  the  banks  of  this  river  with 
his  chosen  warriors.  While  yet  at  some  distance, 
Morris  and  his  pjarty  were  met  by  about  two  hun- 
dred Indians,  who  treated  him  with  great  violence 
and  rudeness,  while  they  offered  a friendly  wel- 
come to  the  Iroquois  and  Canadians.  Attended 
by  this  clamorous  escort,  they  all  moved  together 
toward  the  camp.  At  its  outskirts  stood  Pontiac 
hi  mself.  He  met  the  embassador  with  a scowl- 
ing brow,  and  refused  to  offer  his  hand.  “The 
English  are  liars,”  was  his  first  salutation.  He 
then  displayed  a letter  addressed  to  himself,  and 
purporting  to  have  been  written  by  the  king  of  | 
France,  containing  as  Morris  declares,  the  gross- 
est calumnies  which  the  most  ingenious  malice 
could  devise,  to  incense  the  Indians  against  the 
English.  The  old  falsehood  was  not  forgotten. 
“Your  French  father,”  said  the  writer,  “is 
neither  dead  nor  asleep;  he  is  already  on  his  way, 
with  sixty  great  ships,  to  revenge  himself  on  the 
English,  and  drive  them  out  of  America.”  The 
letter  was  written  by  a French  officer,  or,  more 
probably,  a French  fur  trader,  who,  for  his  own 
profit,  wished  to  infiame  the  passions  of  the  In- 
dians, and  thus  bar  the  way  against  English  com- 
petitors. Pontiac’s  warriors  plundered  the  whole 
party  of  everything  except  their  arms,  their 
clothing  and  their  canoes,  and  then  suffered  them 
to  depart.  This  war  is  known  in  history  as 
“ Pontiac’s  Conspiracy.  ” and  may  properly  be 
said  to  be  the  termination  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian war.  In  startling,  tragic  details,  it  surpassed 
the  most  ingeniously  contrived,  harrowing  tales 
of  fiction. 

Pontiac’s  name  stands  among  the  first  in  the 
history  of  the  Indian  race  in  genius  and  leader- 
ship. His  proud  spirit  would  not  become  fully 
reconciled  to  English  rule.  With  a few  followers 
he  finally  left  the  Maumee  and  went  to  the  Illi-  ! 
nois  Country  where,  in  the  year  1769,  he  was 
assassinated  by  a drunken  Indian  of  the  Kaskas-  ' 
kia  tribe.  A French  officer  at  P'ort  St.  Louis, 
who  had  known  the  great  chief,  sent  across  the 
Mississippi  for  the  body,  which  was  buried  where 
the  great  city  of  St.  Louis  now  stands.  ‘ ‘ Neither 
mound  nor  tablet,”  says  Parkman,  “marks  the 
burial  place  of  Pontiac.  Fora  mausoleum,  a city 
has  risen  above  the  forest  hero,  and  the  race 
whom  he  hated  with  such  burning  rancor  tram- 


ple with  unceasing  footsteps  over  his  forgotten 
grave. ” 

We  have  felt  it  due  to  the  story  of  the  .Mau- 
mee Country  to  say  this  much  of  the  part  Pontiac 
and  his  followers  took  in  this  savage  drama  of 
the  border,  as  this  was  his  home  at  that  lime. 
Misguided  savage  that  he  was,  Pontiac,  though 
not  an  actor  here,  may  safely  be  ranked,  in  his- 
tory, the  equal  of  any  of  the  great  chiefs,  white 
or  red,  whose  genius  in  war  made  the  Maumee 
historic. 

The  peace  treaty  following  this  uprising — the 
closing  chapter  of  the  French  and  Indian  war — 
was  held  at  Presque  Isle  (Erie),  in  August  of 
1764.  and  was  followed  by  the  repair  and  garri- 
soning of  all  the  posts.  Gradually  confidence 
became  restored  in  the  stability  of  the  peace,  and 
at  once,  with  redoubled  energy,  the  settlers  began 
the  work  of  rebuilding  their  blasted  homes  on  the 
I frontier.  New  life  and  enterprise,  long  restrained, 
was  noticeable  everywhere.  Shrewd  agents  and 
surveyors  were  busy  hunting  out  the  best  lands. 
Adventurous  explorers,  like  Boone,  McBride, 
Findlay  and  others,  had  penetrated  to  the  wilds 
of  Kentucky.  In  Western  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania the  settlers,  no  longer  menaced  by  the 
French,  had  advanced  beyond  the  mountains, 
and  the  smoke  of  their  cabins  was  seen  far  out 
on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio.  In  the  meantime, 
while  this  great  advance  was  being  made  south- 
east of  the  Ohio,  the  country  northwest  of  it,  and 
about  the  Great  Lakes,  the  late  domain  occupied 
by  the  P'rench  and  Indians,  showed  but  little 
gain.  A few  English  traders  and  their  employes 
were  gathered  about  the  posts  to  profit  by  the 
fur  trade;  that  told  it  all. 

The  exact  situation  in  the  Maumee  Country 
and  at  Detroit  at  that  time,  1765,  is  given  in  the 
journal  notes  of  the  English  Sub-Commissioner. 
George  Croghan,  who  made  an  official  trip  to  the 
West  that  year,  down  the  Ohio  from  Fort  Pit: 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash,  thence  up  that  river 
and  by  the  usual  route  to  Detroit,  stopping  at 
Post  Miami,  now  Fort  Wayne,  to  visit  a band  of 
the  Miami  tribe  there,  which  he  speaks  of  as  the 
! Twightwees,  a name  they  sometimes  went  by.  On 
August  I,  he  says:  “Within  a mile  of  the  Twight- 
' wee  Village,  I was  met  by  the  Chiefs  of  that  na- 
tion (Miamis),  who  received  us  very  kindly.  The 
most  part  of  these  Indians  knew  me,  and  con- 
ducted me  to  their  village,  where  they  imme.i:- 
ately  hoisted  an  English  flag  that  I had  formerlv 
given  them  at  Fort  Pitt.  The  next  da_\  tlu> 
held  a council,  after  whicli  they  ga\e  me  up  tlu 
bniglish  prisoners  they  had.  then  made  several 
speeches,  in  all  of  which  they  expressed  the  great 
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ph-iisnre  it  gave  them,  to  see  the  unhappy  differ- 
ences which  embroiled  the  several  nations  in  a 
war  with  their  brethren  ( the  English  , were  now 
v£)  near  a happy  conclusion,  and  that  peace  was 
established  in  their  country.  The  Tvvightwee 
\'il!age  is  situated  on  both  sides  of  a river,  called 
St.  Joseph.  This  river,  where  it  falls  into  the 
Miami  ( Maumee ) river,  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  this  place,  is  one  hundred  yards  wide,  on 
the  east  side  of  which  stands  a stockade  fort, 
somewhat  ruinous.  The  Indian  village  consists 
of  about  forty  or  fifty  cabins,  besides  nine  or  ten  j 
I'rench  houses — a runaway  colony  from  Detroit. 
During  the  late  Indian  war,  they  were  concerned  I 
in  it,  and  being  afraid  of  punishment,  came  to  ' 
this  post,  where  ever  since  they  have  spirited  up  ’ 
the  Indians  against  the  English.  All  the  French 
residing  here  are  a lazy,  indolent  people,  fond  of 
breeding  mischief,  and  spiriting  up  the  Indians 
against  the  Einglish,  and  should  by  no  means  be 
suffered  to  rem.ain  here.  The  country  is  pleas- 
ant, the  soil  rich  and  well  watered.  After  sev- 
eral conferences  with  the  Indians,  and  their 
delivering  me  up  all  the  English  prisoners  they 
had.  on  the  6th  of  August,  we  set  out  for  Detroit, 
down  the  Miami  ( Maumee ) river  in  a canoe. 
This  river  heads  about  ten  mules  from  hence. 
The  river  is  not  navigable  till  you  come  to  the 
place  where  the  St.  Joseph  joins  it,  and  makes  a 
considerably  large  stream.  Nevertheless  we 
found  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting  our 
canoes  over  shoals,  as  the  water  at  this  season 
was  very  low.  The  banks  of  the  river  are  high, 
and  the  country  overgrown  with  lofty  timber  of 
various  kinds;  and  the  land  is  level  and  the  woods 
clear.  About  nine  miles  from  the  Miamis  of 
1 wightwee,  we  came  to  where  the  large  river, 
that  heads  in  a large  lick,  falls  into  the  Miami  i 
river.  This  they  call  the  forks.  The  Ottawas 
claim  this  country,  and  hunt  here,  where  game  is  : 
'cry  plenty.  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the 
OttasVa  Village  [Providence,  Lucas  County.] 
This  nation  formerly  lived  at  Detroit,  but  is  now 
"fettled  here,  on  account  of  the  richness  of  the 
country,  where  game  is  always  found  to  be  in 
plenty.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  get  out  of  our 
Canoes  and  drag  them  eighteen  miles,  on  account 
'd  the  rifts  which  interrupted  the  navigation.  At 
’he  end  of  these  rifts,  we  came  to  a village  of  the 
> andots,  who  received  us  very  kindly,  and  i 
thence  we  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  this  river,  ! 
'■‘here  it  falls  into  Lake  Erie.  From  the  Miamis 
t ’ the  lake  it  is  computed  one  hundred  and  i 
'■:t’hty  miles,  and  from  the  entrance  of  the  ' 
^•'cr  into  the  lake,  to  Detroit,  is  si.xty  miles — 1 
> lat  is  forty-two  miles  up  the  lake,  and  eight- 


een miles  up  the  Detroit  river  to  the  garrison  of 
that  name. 

“On  the  17th,  in  the  morning,  we  arrived  at 
the  fort,  which  is  a large  stockade,  inclosing 
about  eighty  houses.  It  stands  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  on  a high  bank  commands  a very 
pleasant  prospect  for  nine  miles  above  and  nine 
miles  below  the  fort.  The  country  is  thickly 
settled  with  French.  Their  plantations  are  gener- 
ally laid  out  about  three  or  tour  acres  in  breadth 
on  the  river,  and  eighty  acres  in  depth.  The  soil 
is  good,  producing  plenty  of  grain.  All  the 
people  here  are  generally  poor  wretches,  and  con- 
sist of  three  or  four  hundred  French  families,  a 
lazy,  idle,  people,  depending  chiefly  on  the  sav- 
ages for  subsistence.  Though  the  land,  with 
little  labor,  produces  plenty  of  grain,  they 
scarcely  raise  as  much  as  will  supply  their  wants, 
in  imitation  of  the  Indians,  whose  manners  and 
customs  they  have  entirely  adopted,  and  cannot 
subsist  without  them.” 

“ Before  the  late  war,  there  were  three  Indian 
nations  at  this  place;  The  Pottawatamies,  whose 
village  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  about 
one  mile  below  the  fort;  the  Ottav.-as,  on  the  east 
side,  about  three  miles  above  the  fort;  the  Wyan- 
dots,  whose  village  lays  on  the  east  side,  about 
two  miles  below  the  fort.  The  former  two  na- 
tions have  removed  to  a considerable  distance, 
and  the  latter  still  remain  where  they  were,  and 
are  remarkable  for  their  good  sense  and  hospi- 
tality.” This  extract  taken  from  Butler’s  History 
of  Kentucky,  doubtless  gives  the  earliest  con- 
temporaneous account  of  the  Maumee  Country  in 
English  print;  at  least  it  affords  data  from  which 
to  make  more  definite  investigation.  The  writer, 
though  slightly  in  error  in  the  matter  of  distances, 
gives  a good  general  description  of  the  Maumee 
and  of  Detroit,  as  he  saw  it  at  that  time.  He 
tells  who  our  predecessors  in  occupation  were 
then,  1765,  and  aids  somewhat  in  fixing  the  dates 
of  their  coming.  He  locates  the  chief  seat  of  the 
Ottawas  at  the  head  of  the  Maumee  Rapids, 
where  it  was  yet,  in  part,  when  the  settlement  of 
Wood  county  began,  fifty  years  later;  also  that 
there  was  a Wyandot  village  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  Rapids,  probably  at  old  Fort  Miami.  The 
W\’andots,  however,  as  noted  in  Chapter  II, 
never  became  other  than  temporary  residents 
here. 

The  English  of  Detroit,  as  well  as  the  other 
posts,  found,  like  the  French  had,  that  it  was 
greatly  to  their  interest  to  maintain  peace 
among  the  tribes.  War  was  troublesome,  danger- 
ous and  expensive;  besides  it  interfered  greatly 
with  the  profits  of  the  fur  traders,  which  were 
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very  heavy.  Peace  seemed  desirable  to  all  in- 
terests on  the  frontier. 

Vain  hope  ! War  came.  It  was  scarcely  ten 
years  from  the  close  of  the  Indian  war  when  mut- 
terings  of  discontent  came  from  the  far  East. 
England's  Colonies  grew  tired  of  the  burdensome 
exactions  of  the  parental  government,  and  re- 
belled. Soon  the  rattle  of  musketry  from  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  told  that  the  tide  of  battle 
was  up,  1775.  Those  same  brave  Colonists,  who 
learned  the  trade  of  soldiers,  fighting  Ereiich  and 
Indians,  now  had  to  turn  their  guns  against  the 
Mother  Countr}-.  And,  shame  to  her  great  name, 
England  followed  the  infamous  practice  she  had 
but  so  recently  condemned  in  the  French,  and 
employed  the  savages  to  aid  her  in  attempting  to 
subjugate  her  former  subjects.  They  helped  her, 
especially  her  old  friends,  the  Iroquois,  but  she 
failed  ingloriously.  In  1783,  England  surren- 
dered up  air  her  possessions  south  of  Canada  to 
her  late  Colonists,  who  had  established  a new 
government,  styled,  "The  United  States  of 
America.”  The  destiny  of  the  Maumee  Country 
is  henceforth  linked  with  the  fortunes  of  the  New 
Government. 

When  England  succeeded  France  in  1763, 
the  British  flag  was  hung  out  at  Detroit;  the 
French  traders  were  ousted,  and  the  Maumee 
coon  and  beaver  skins  were  sold  in  the  English 
language  for  English  goods,  instead  of  French. 
That  was  all  the  change  the  English  made  in 
behalf  of  the  Maumee  Country.  But  a beginning 
had  been  made.  France  had  marked  out  the 
way.  She  had  demonstrated,  too,  that  this  coun- 
try was  not  without  some  commercial  importance, 
both  in  its  products  and  location.  Indeed  so 
valuable  and  desirable  did  it  prove  to  England 
that  she  violated  her  treaty  of  17S3  and  held 
possession  of  Detroit,  and  this  part  of  the  North- 
west Territory,  until  1796,  thirteen  years  after 
the  treaty.  This  she  did  on  a pretext  that 
some  Virginia  debtors  of  England,  or  her  sub- 
jects, had  refused  to  pay  their  obligations.  [Vir- 
ginia, arid  perhaps  one  or  two  other  States,  re- 
fused to  abide  by  that  part  of  the  treaty  relating 
to  the  payment  of  debts,  because  the  British  had, 
on  their  retirement,  carried  away  a number  of 
Negro  slaves  belonging  to  Americans.  This, 
England  made  the  pretext  for  holding  Mackinaw, 
Detroit,  etc.] 

This  is  not  the  worst  she  did  in  the  mean- 
time. She  fostered  and  harbored  agents  and  fur 
traders  who,  for  their  own  selfish  gain,  cospnired 
with  the  savages,  lately  in  the  employ  of  the 
British  army,  to  keep  up  a predatory  warfare  on 
American  settlers,  to  drive  them  back  and  forever 


prevent  them  from  coming  north  of  the  Ohio.  In 
furtherance  of  this  purpose,  the  Engbsh  advanced 
their  outposts  in  1794  to  the  banks  of  the  Mau- 
mee, where  they  constructed  and  garrisoned  Fort 
Miami,  on  the  old  site  of  the  French  stockade. 
The  evil  effect  of  this  incendiary  action  of  the 
British,  on  the  Indians,  cannot  be  measured.  It 
encouraged  them  to  continued  hostility  against 
the  .\mericans,  or  " thirteen  fires,  ” as  they  called 
the  Thirteen  Colonies.  Detroit,  more  than  be.fore, 
became  headquarters  for  all  the  Northwestern 
tribes.  Here  they  came  to  trade — to  bu\'  whiskw 
guns  and  blankets,  and  to  nurse  all  their  griev- 
ances, real  or  imaginary',  against  the  whites,  ever 
since  England  displaced  the  French ; or,  we  might 
add,  of  nearly  two  hundred  years  against  the' 
white  race.  Now  all  these  long  slumbering  ani- 
mosities burned  anew,  and,  under  the  artful 
machinations  of  the  English  traders  and  agents, 
the  Indians  were  made  to  believe  that  all  their 
sorrow's  w’ere  caused  by  the  people  of  the  " thir- 
teen fires,”  and  revenge  was  called  for.  In  this 
w'ork  of  vengeance  and  repression  they  were 
taught  ttD  believe  their  " Great  Father.”  the  King 
of  England,  would  help  them. 

The  pell-mell  rush  of  settlers,  across  the 
mountains  and  down  the  Ohio,  to  the  attractive 
soil  of  western  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  only  added 
fuel  to  the  burning  jealousy  of  the  savages,  and 
confirmed  and  aided  the  mischievious  stories  of 
the  traders.  Here  then  began  to  assemble,  in 
council,  all  the  dissatisfied,  hostile  elements  of 
the  various  tribes;  even  bands  of  the  Six  Nations 
from  New  York,  under  the  lead  of  the  Mohawk. 
Brant,  came.  They  had  sold  out  most  of  their 
lands  there,  and  w-ere  now  panting  to  take  the 
warpath,  or  to  again  get  a scarlet  blanket  each, 
for  signing  a new  treaty,  ceding  something  they 
probably’  never  owned.  This  incongruous  fusion 
embraced  some  of  the  most  warlike  tribes  and 
greatest  chiefs  of  that  warlike  period.  They  had 
laid  aside  for  the  while  their  petty  tribal  feuds,  and 
made  common  cause  against  the  " thirteen  fires.  " 
There  were  the  proud  Miamis  of  the  Wabash  with 
their  associates,  the  Piank-a-shaws,  and  Weeas, 
all  great  fighters,  led  by  Little  Turtle;  the  fierce, 
implacable  Shawnees,  the  Gypsies  of  the  wikU  r- 
ness,  headed  by  their  savage  chief.  Blue  Jacket; 
Roundhead  and  King  Crane,  with  the  irrepressibl'. 
W yandots,  whose  warriors  often  died  in  battle, 
but  never  surrendered.  I'rorn  the  far-off  Missis- 
sippi came  bands  of  Sauks  and  Winnebagoes;  the 
stoical  Delawares,  with  the  migratory,  treacher- 
ous Pottawatamies,  and  the  Chip[iewas,  ttu 
Menorninees,  and  bands  and  fragments  of  other 
broken  tribes,  were  there.  The  heartless  reiie- 
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gade,  Simon  Girty,  with  Capt.  Pipe,  Biickonge- 
helas,  Top-in-e-Bay,  De-un-quot,  Wen-no-way, 
Moluntha,  Not-e-no,  Lolloway,  Cik-a-tom-i-co, 
Stoneater,  Turke}'-foot,  Oquenoxy,  Charloe, 
Whiteyes,  Pukeshaw.Wavvatum,  Myera.  or  Walk- 
in-the-\Vater,  Standingstone,  Bright  Horn,  Te- 
cumseh  (then  a young  warrior),  Ottokee,  Black- 
hoof,  Winnemac,  and  other  chiefs  of  less  prowess 
in  battle,  were  leaders.  They  all  hdd  wrongs  of 
longstanding  against  the  white  race.  The  vials 
of  their  long-slnmbering  hatred — all  their  griev- 
ances against  the  intruding  Europeans  for  gener- 
ations past — were  now  goading  them  into  mad- 
ness. The  Maumee  Country,  from  the  source  of 
the  river  to  Lake  Erie,  became  the  rendezvous 
and  hotbed  of  secret  plotters  in  hostile  intrigue 
against  the  Americans.  The  dense  forests  and 
ague-breeding  swamps  afforded  secure  refuge 
from  pursuit.  From  these  shadowy  wastes  issued 
forth  stealthy  war  parties,  with  murderous  design. 


to  glut  their  fury  on  the  defenseless  border  set- 
j tiers,  until  the  very  name,  Maumee,  like  the 
I fabled  Styx,  was  dreaded,  even  by  the  hardy 
j frontiersmen.  No  such  combination  of  savage 
elements  for  a desperate  purpose,  led  by  experi-- 
enced,  sagacious  chiefs,  had  ever  before  con- 
fronted the  white  men  in  America. 

Men  high  in  authority  in  the  New  Government 
believed  that  British  officials  were  covertly  con- 
niving at  and  approving  this  action  of  the  tribes, 
in  the  hope  that  opportunity  would  offer  to 
reclaim  to  England  a large  slice  of  the  lost  terri- 
tory. Many  circumstances  justified  this  belief. 
Whatever  England’s  motive  was,  her  action  was 
very  unjust,  and  fettered  the  progress  of  the 
Maumee  Country  by  the  continued  hostility  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  no  language  is  strong  enough 
to  condemn  the  infamous  course  pursued  by  her 
I agents  and  traders. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Troubles  of  the  New  Goverx.ment — Indians  disfute  its  right  to  settle  ox  Lands  xorih 
OF  THE  Ohio — Treaty  with  the  Iroq^uois,  or  Six  Nations.  17S4.  at  Fort  Stanwix. 
N.  AL— S avage  Aggregation  of  discontented  Tribes  and  Noted  W.yrriors  about 
Detroit — English  Traders  help  to  fan  the  Discontent — United  St.vtes  m.vkes  a 
Second  Treaty  at  Ft.  AIcIntosh,  178-5,  and  a Third  at  Ft.  Finney,  1780 — U.  S. 
Government  plants  its  first  Settlf:ment  in  the  Northwest  Tfzrritory  at  Mari- 
etta, 1788 — Rapid  Influx  of  Settlers — Indi.yns  still  Object — Fourth  Tp-e.vtv,  Ft. 
Harmar,  17'^0 — Massacre  at  Big  Bottom,  1791 — Defe.-vt  of  Gen.  H.urmar — Gen.  St. 
Clair  leads  a new  Ar.my  toward  the  M.yu.mee,  and  is  routed  with  great  Loss — 
Gen.  Anthony  Wayne  defe.yts  the  Tribes  on  the  Mau.mek,  179-1 — Tre.xty  of  Green- 
ville, 1795. 


These  w^re  some  of  the  vexatious  prob- 
lems that  confronted  the  New  Govern- 
ment at  the  very  outset.  In  the  mean- 
time perse\’ering  efforts  had  been  going  on 
to  clear  up  the  claims  of  some  of  the  tribes. 

The  first  and  most  greedy  of  the  claimants 
were  the  Iroquois.  Thev  had,  as  previously 
nientioned,  been  practically  at  one  time  masters 
of  the  country  to  Lake  Michigan  on  the  west, 
and  south  into  Tennessee.  In  fact  they  went  on 
war  expeiiitions  wherever  they  could  hear  of  any 
tribe  to  fight  with,  and  nearly  all  the  trilies  in 
the  territory  mentioned  held  title  at  one  time  or 
another  by  Iroquois  sufferance.  They  had  lat- 
terly, however,  probably  under  old  treaties  with 


the  French,  confined  themselves  mostly  to  New 
I York,  PennsyK'ania  and  that  part  of  Ohio  south 
, of  Lake  Erie,  but  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  (Cleve- 
land). Hardly  a treaty  was  made,  or  sale  of 
land,  but  they  were  on  hand  to  claim  some 
I spoils.  Hardly  a battle  was  fought  but  some  of 
; their  tribes  were  represented  among  the  hostiles. 
They  were  not,  however,  in  high  favor  with  the 
Americans  because  of  their  joining  the  British  in 
the  Revolution,  aiul  under  Brant,  Corn[>lanteD 
aiul  Butler  (not  Richard)  committing  some  hor- 
rible atrocities  in  the  Mohawk  and  Cherry  \'alle\s. 
The  Americans  finally  got  after  them  behue  the 
war  cluseil,  and  intlicted  savage  puin.-^hment. 
devastating  their  \illages  aiul  liecimating  their 
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tribes  fearfully.  So  enraged  were  the  New  York 
people  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  that  they 
iproposed  driving  them  out,  and  did  drive  off  the 
Mohawks  to  Canada;  but  Gen.  Washington  and 
others  urged  more  liberal  treatment.  At  the 
final  wind  up  of  the  Indian  wars  the  Senecas, 
and  some  other  bands  of  the  Si.x  Nations,  were 
allotted  lands  on  the  Sandusky  river,  not  far 
irom  where  Tiffin  is.  Others  remained  in  New 
Y'ork  and  in  Canada,  and  some  went  west. 

First  Treaty. — At  a treaty  at  Fort  Stanwi.x 
'(now  Rome,  N.  Y.),  October,  17S4,  the  Si.x 
Nations  flroquois)  ceded  to  the  Americans  all 
their  claims  to  land  west  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
was  the  first  Indian  treaty  made  by  the  United 
States.  It  would  seem  to  have  disposed  of 
the  claims  of  the  Iroquois  to  lands  in  the  \\"est; 
but  not  so.  There  is  scarcely  a subsequent  bat- 
tle, or  treaty,  that,  has  not  had  representatives  of 
some  tribe  of  the  Si.x  Nations  in  it. 

The  United  States  thus  early  adopted  the  just 
policy  of  procuring  the  Indian  title  to  land  before 
offering  it  for  sale,  or  encouraging  settlers  to  go 
upon  it.  This,  notwithstanding  they  had  already 
acquired  the  title  of  both  England  and  France. 
Tw'O  of  the  chief  causes  of  all  the  trouble  the 
government  has  had  with  the  Indians  are,  first, 
the  lawless  intrusion  of  some  of  the  border  set- 
tlers on  lands  claimed  by  the  Indians  before  the 
government  authorized  settlement  there.  Sec- 
ond, the  nomadic  tenure  of  some  of  the  tribes 
and  the  consequent  indefiniteness  of  boundaries; 
notably  the  Shawnees,  which  made  it  difficult  to 
fix  their  claims  to  any  certain  territory,  for  they 
were  in  one  location  one  year  and  somewhere 
else  the  next.  Again,  if  a tribe  w-ere  fixed  on  a 
location  by  treaty,  it  would  sometimes  occur  that 
another  tribe  would  find,  at  a later  day.  that  they 
had  prior  squatter  rights  on  the  lands.  This  was 
the  case,  for  instance,  with  the  Delawares  and 
Wyandots  a^^inst  the  Shawnees.  The  latter 
claimed  title  to  lands  previously  ceded  to  the 
government  by  the  former  tribes.  When  we  add 
to  this  the  mischief-making  efforts  of  renegade 
white  men,  li\  ing  among  the  tribes,  and  the  evil 
influence  of  English  traders  and  agents,  whose 
selfish  interests  it  was  to  keep  back  settlements, 
we  can  readily  see  why  the  Kentucky  and  \’ir- 
ginia  border,  and  the  territory  now  embraced  in 
Ohio,  was  a bloody  battle  ground  for  years,  in 
'spite  of  the  humane  efforts  of  W'ashington  and 
other  leading  men  in  the  government. 

Second  Treaty.  — Delow  Pittsburg,  on  the 
Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Beaver,  was  Ft. 
McIntosh;  there,  in  1785,  the  United  States  made 
its  second  treaty,  and  for  the  same  land  it  had 


I just  got  by  treaty  from  the  Iroquois.  There  the 
I Delawares,  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Wyandots. 
j ceded  their  claims  to  all  lands  east  and  soiuh  of 
' the  Cuyahoga  river,  defined  in  the  treaty  line  as 
! beginning  at  the  mouth  of  said  river  fnow  Cleve- 
! land;,  up  said  river  (south)  to  the  Portage  fiath, 

I across  on  said  path  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
Muskingum  to  Ft.  Laurens  fnow  Bolivar.  Tus- 
carawas county),  thence  west  to  Loramie's  ford 
(Shelby  county),  on  the  Miami;  thence,  by  the 
Portage  path,  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Maumee 
(St.  Mary  s branch),  and  down  the  Maumee  to 
! Lake  Erie,  and  along  its  south  shore,  back  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga.  All  north  and  west  of 
this  line  should  belong  to  the  Indians,  except 
some  reservations  made  by  the  government.  All 
east  and  south  of  that  line,  about  two-thirds  of 
the  present  State  of  Ohio,  the  government  was 
to  have  peaceable  possession  of.  It  will  be  no- 
ticed that  no  treat\^  mention  is  made,  thus  far, 
with  the  quarrelsome  Shawnees.  They  held 
squatter  rights  on  a fine  location  along  the  Scioto, 
about  old  Chilicothe,  and  north  to  Mad  river, 
w’hich  the  Delaware  and  Wyandots  refused  to 
recognize,  and  claimed  the  right  to  sell  the  land, 
and  did  cede  it  to  the  United  States.  Here  was  an 
opening  for  trouble. 

I Third  Treaty. — The  government  met  the 
! Shaw'nees,  in  treaty,  at  P't.  Finney,  at  the  mouth 
; of  the  Miami,  January,  1786,  and  besides  money 
1 and  presents  given,  they  were  allotted,  and  agreed 
! to  accept,  land  at  the  head  of  the  Mad  river 
i (Little  Miami),  and  north,  betw'een  the  Dela- 
w'ares  and  Miamis,  central  in  what  is  now'  Au- 
i glaize  county.  This  was  the  third  Indian  treaty 
, the  United  States  had  nrade  in  as  manv  years; 

. First,  with  the  Iroquois  at  Ft.  Stanwix  for  their 
claim  on  lands  north  of  the  Ohio,  1784;  second, 

I the  treaty  with  the  western  tribes  at  Ft.  McIn- 
tosh, 1785;  and  third,  at  Ft.  Finney,  with  the 
Shawnees,  in  1786.  It  is  well  to  be  thus  partic- 
ular, respecting  these  treaties,  for  two  reasons: 
It  is  of  interest  to  the  owners  and  occupants  of 
the  soil  to-day,  and  in  all  subsequent  years,  to 
know'  just  how  the  title  to  our  homes  was  ac- 
quired. We  hold  our  title  deeds  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  head  officer  of  our 
government,  and  seldom  stop  to  imiuire  how  the 
government  acquired  the  title.  .Again  it  is  a sat- 
isfaction to  know'  that,  instead  of  resorting  to 
force  to  expel  the  Indians,  pacific  measures  were 
invariably  taken  by  the  government  and  treaties 
held,  from  time  to  time,  with  these  n.iti\e  clana- 
ants,  to  secure  title  to  land,  for  which  the  gitv- 
! ernrnent  had  already  waged  an  eight-years'  war 
with  another  claimant.  It  should  also  be  noted 
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that  the  Indians  always  received  a consideration  ^ 
for  their  lands  from  the  United  States.  i 

We  may,  as  a Christian  people,  feel  a prick- 
ling conscience,  at  times,  when  we  glance  over 
those  old  land  patents,  bearing  the  President’s 
name  and  the  great  seal  of  the  United  States, 
and  reflect  that  the  title  was,  really,  only  made 
clear  and  perfect  when  the  native  chieftians,  and 
their  warriors,  borne  down  amid  the  roar  of  can- 
non and  clash  of  arms,  were  forced  to  throw  dowm  | 
their  bloody  hatchets  and  put  their  mark  on  the 
treaty  deed.  That  w'as  the  court  of  last  resort. 

It  was  the  decree  of — w'ell,  call  it  Fate.  There 
was  no  appeal.  Still  it  is  well  for  us  to  know 
and  feel  that  humane  endeavor  was  exhausted  in 
tr\’ing  to  do  what  at  last  was  wTought  by  force. 
This  is  not  offered  as  a justification  of  all  that  has 
been  done,  but  mentioned  rather  in  mitigation  of 
some  of  the  things  .that  w’ere  done. 

After  this  treaty  wdth  the  Shawnees,  in  Jan- 
uary, the  government,  with  the  understanding 
that  a peaceful  conclusion  with  the  Indian  claim- 
ants had  been  reached,  began  active  work  to 
plant  settlements  north  of  the  Ohio.  Hitherto 
it  had  not  only  discouraged,  but  had  forbidden, 
settlers  from  locating  there,  and  those  who  had 
done  so  did  it  at  their  own  peril,  and  usually  paid 
the  penalty  with  their  lives,  unless  lucky  enough 
to  get  out  in  time. 

Here  vve  will  leave  our  old  guardians,  France 
and  England,  for  a time,  as  well  as  the  savage 
tribes  who  hold  the  Maumee  Country,  and  turn 
to  the  New’  Government,  just  starting  into  life. 
With  it  is  involved  the  future  of  this  wilderness. 
From  its  new  energies,  new'  agencies  of  growth, 
progress  and  strength,  must  come  deliverance. 
There  are  many  critical  stages  to  pass;  many  ob- 
structions to  be  cleared  away;  long  marches 
made;  battles  fought;  treaties  negotiated;  and  the 
patience  and  wisdom  of  statesmanship  exhausted 
before  the  hardy  band  of  pioneers  who  came 
later  with  axe,  plow'  and  spade,  to  reclaim  and 
subdue  this  waste  place,  could  begin  with  a clear  i 
title  deed  and  an  assurance  of  protection  to  life 
and  property.  It  is  not  designed  to  give  here  a 
history  of  Ohio,  or  of  the  Northwest,  but  only 
to  present,  in  chronological  order,  an  account  of 
such  events  as  have  affected  the  history  of  Wood 
county.  An  inspiration  of  pride  swells  in  every 
American  bosom  w’hen  contemplating  the  hercu- 
lean work  of  those  sturdy,  devoted  patriots  and 
statesmen,  who  stood  at  the  front,  in  the  long 
struggle  for  a new  nation.  Now  that  it  was  born 
and  christened,  they  were,  for  a time,  to  take  I 
charge  of  its  destiny.  Out  of  chaos  and  con- 
fusion they  brought  order  and  system.  Out  of 


thirteen  colonies,  with  diverse  claims  and  inter- 
ests, they  established  the  Union,  and  tliat  Greater 
Charter,  the  Constitution.  Out  of  po\'erty  and 
distress  they  brought  prosperity  and  contentment. 
Out  of  the  w'ilderness  they  carved  and  founded 
great  States,  w'here  communities  and  cities 
sprung  up  as  if  by  magic.  When  England  gave 
up  the  contest,  she  simply  made  a quit-claim 
deed,  that  is,  the  new'  nation  took  possession, 
subject  to  all  claims  and  encumbrances. 

Included  in  the  treaty,  and  which  more  di- 
rectly concerns  this  story,  was  the  vast  stretch  of 
country  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Canada  border,  on 
the  north,  and  from  Pennsylvania  west  to  the 
Mississippi,  since  cut  up  into  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  that- 
part  of  Minnesota  east  of  the  Mississippi.  When 
the  United  States  took  possession,  this  was  a 
nameless  waste,  the  greater  part  under  the  gen- 
eral term.  Province  of  Quebec,  and  the  smaller 
part  of  it,  Louisiana,  and  occupied  by  about 
twenty-two  tribes  and  clans  of  Indians,  and  a 
sparse  population  of  whites  about  the  military 
posts,  mostl}-  French.  Besides  being  poor,  the 
government  was  heavily  in  debt,  and  had  in  ad- 
dition many  soldiers  who  had  been  promised 
bounty  in  land.  This  public  territory,  or  domain, 
seemed  to  be  about  the  only  resource  she  had. 
It  W'as  known  to  be  the  finest  body  of  land  in  the 
world;  adapted  to  all  the  wants  of  man.  Its 
vast  inland  fresh-water  seas  were  the  wonder  of 
all  travelers.  Its  great  rivers  and  broad  fertile 
valleys  were  unexcelled  in  any  country,  and  its 
fame  was  known  in  all  the  great  centers  of 
Europe.  That  it  could  readily  be  disposed  of  and 
would  sustain  a vast  population  there  was  not  a 
doubt.  It  was  in  the  light  of  all  these  facts  that 
Congress  set  to  work  to  clear  up  the  title  and 
open  the  land  to  settlement.  First  to  be  dealt 
with  was  four  members  of  the  Confederate  sister- 
hood: Virginia,  Massachusetts,  New  York  and 
Connecticut.  Each  claimed  a slice  of  the  New 
Territory.  All  claimed  under  their  original  Coh'- 
nial  charters  from  the  King  of  England,  and  \’ir- 
ginia  made  the  additional  claim  of  com]uest, 
and  New  York  of  purchase  from  the  Irocpiois. 

No  reader  of  history  but  has  admired  the  feats 
of  the  redoubtable  \’irginian.  Col.  George  Rogers 
Clark,  who,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  when 
he  saw  that  Congress  was  neglecting  the  Illinois 
Country,  next  the  Mississippi,  sallied  forth  from 
Kentucky  with  a small  force  aiul  captured  the 
British  garrisons  at  Kaskaskia,  Cahokia  and  \ in- 
cennes,  freed  the  country  from  British  rule.  dro\e 
away  Lieut.  Henry  Hamilton,  and  held  it  in.  spite  of 
all  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  drive  him  off.  Kentucky 
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was  at  that  time  a part  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter 
State  at  her  own  expense  equipped  Clark  for  the 
expedition.  But  for  the  enterprise  and  success 
of  that  gallant  officer  Illinois  and  Indiana  might, 
to-day,  belong  to  Canada,  possibly  all  the  coun- 
try north  of  the  Ohio. 

Virginia  compromised  her  claim  by  taking 
3,800,000  acres  of  land  bordering  the  Ohio  on 
the  north,  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami,  known 
since  as  the  Virginia  Military  Tract.  New  York 
and  Massachusetts  conflicted  somewhat  with 
each  other  in  jurisdiction,  and  finally  relinquished 
their  claims.  Connecticut  was  more  stubborn  and 
reluctant.  She  claimed  a belt  of  land  clear  to 
the  Pacific,  but  finally,  after  much  vexatious  de- 
la}q  compromised,  in  1786,  by  taking  a strip  of 
land  about  fifty  miles  average  width,  on  the 
south  side  of  Lake  Erie,  and  extending  west 
from  Penn.sylvania,  120  miles,  containing  3,700,- 

000  acres,  known,  sometimes,  as  “ New  Con- 
necticut, or  “Connecticut  Reserve,"  but  usually 
as  the  “ Western  Reserve.’’  Five  hundred  thous- 
and acres  of  this  land  at  the  west  end,  now  com- 
prising Huron  and  Erie  counties,  known  as  the 
“ P'ire  Lands,’’  were  given  by  Connecticut  to 
those  of  her  citizens,  whose  property,  at  New 
London,  Stonington  and  other  coast  towns,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  This 
peaceable  settlement  of  those  claims  required 
patient  and  careful  statesmanship.  The  Union 
of  the  States  had  not  yet  been  perfected,  and  the 
least  bit  of  friction  might  have  done  great  mis- 
chief at  such  a critical  time.  All  breathed  easier 
when  it  was  finally  consumated. 

This  brings  us  to  the  most  interesting  period 
in  the  early  history  of  our  country — the  laying  of 
the  foundations  of  five  of  the  great  States  in  the 
Union.  The  fate  of  the  Maumee  Country  is  so  di- 
rectly linked  and  connected  with  the  history  of  that 
period,  and  the  country  was  itself  the  arena  of  so 
many  historic  events,  thac  a brief  outline  of  the 
story,  though  national  in  its  scope,  will  not  onlv 
be  of  interest,  but  necessary  to  the  ground-work 
of  our  local  history. 

Among  the  most  urgent  agencies  in  hastening 
the  efforts  of  the  government  to  plant  settle- 
ments north  (jf  the  Ohio,  were  the  bountv  claims 
for  land,  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers.  Manv 

01  these  men  had  served  eight  \ears  for  but  little 
pay,  and  that  in  depreciated  currency.  The 
promise  to  them  of  land  in  the  different  grades  of 
the  service  was  as  follows:  Major-general,  1,100 
acres;  brigadier-general,  850  acres;  colonel,  550 
acres;  major,  400  acres;  captain,  300  acres;  luni- 
tenant,  200  acres;  ensign,  150  acres;  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  100  acres  each. 


The  survey  of  this  vast  public  domain,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done,  had  al- 
ready been  arranged  for  by  Congress,  and  the 
survevors  began  work  in  July,  1786,  following 
the  treaty  with  the  Shawnees  in  January  of  the 
same  year.  The  first  stake  was  driven  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Ohio,  at  the  Pennsylvania  line. 
The  surveys  were  under  the  direction  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Hutchins,  United  States  Geographer. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  a work  so  important 
then,  and  to  all  future  generations,  that  a sketch 
of  it  in  this  volume,  based  on  official  authorit}-, 
is  given  a separate  chapter. 

The  best  statesmen  in  the  land  had.  mean- 
time, been  laboring  to  perfect  a plan  of  provis- 
ional civil  government  for  the  new  territory,  which 
resulted  in  the  enactment  by  Congress.  July  13, 
of  the  celebrated  Ordinance  of  17S7,  the  Magna 
Charta  of  the  Northwest — a document  more 
talked  about,  and  which  has  received  more 
encomiums  from  statesmen,  past  and  present, 
at  home  and  abroad,  than  any  other,  the  Con- 
stitution only  excepted.  It  is  the  fundamental 
law  of  five  great  States.  Salmon  P.  Chase  said 
of  it:  “Never  probably  in  the  history  of  the 

world  did  a measure  of  legislation  so  accurately 
fulfill,  yet  so  mightily  exceed,  the  anticipations  of 
legislators.  When  the  settlers  went  Into  the 
wilderness  they  found  the  law  already  there.  It 
was  impressed  upon  t’ne  soil  itself,  while  it  yet 
bore  up  nothing  but  the  forest.  * * I'hit 

remarkable  document,’’  he  says  again,  “ was  the 
last  gift  of  the  old  ConfederationUo  the  country, 
and  was  a fit  consummation  of  their  glorious 
labors.’’  At  the  time  of  its  promulgation  the 
Federal  constitution  was  under  discussion  in  the 
convention,  and  in  a few  months — upon  the 
organization  of  the  new  national  government — 
that  Congress  was  dissolved  never  again  to  re- 
assemble. Its  essential  propositions  were:  i 

Freedom  of  conscience  and  right  of  worship. 
(2)  Free  people  and  no  slavery.  (3)  Free  schools 
and  encouragement  of  education  and  religion, 
fq)  Inviolabilit}'  of  private  contracts  and  the 
greatest  personal  liberty.  What  a debt  of  grati- 
tude later  generations  have  acknowledged  to  the 
wise  statesmen  of  that  day  for  the  single  pro- 
vision in  the  Ordinance  of  1785,  of  a section  of 
lc.nd,  in  each  tf)wnship,  for  school  purposes. 
That  alone  im mortal i.<ed  their  legislation.  That 
Ordinance  organized  the  whole  domain  north  o; 
the  Ohio  into  a single  di\ision.  called  the  Terri- 
torv  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  but  which  uill  t'e 
referred  to  for  greater  convenience  in  the  suc- 
ceeding pages  as  the  Northwesr  Territory. 
governoi,  secretary  and  three  judges  C(mstitute2. 
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the  corps  of  officials,  who  were  to  go  on  the 
ground  and  put  the  Ordinance  into  operation. 
All  that  seemed  necessary  now  to  make  a great 
State  was  people.  These  were  soon  forthcoming. 
On  the  7th  of  April,  178S,  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam, 
superintendent  of  the  Ohio  Company,  with  a 
party  of  forty-seven  New  England  colonists, 
crossed  the  Alleghany  mountains,  and  by  boat 
passed  down  the  Ohio,  landing  at  a point  where 
the  Muskingum  unites  with  it,  and  there  planted 
the  first  settlement,  which  they  named  Marietta. 
In  June  another  installment  of  New  England  pio- 
neers arrived,  and  afterward  they  came  faster 
than  shelter  could  be  provided  for  them.  By 
the  15th  of  July  the  government  officials  had 
arrived:  Arthur  St.  Clair,  governor;  Winthrop 

Sargent,  secretary;  John  Cleves  Symmes,  James 
M.  Varnum  and  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  judges. 
These  officials,  appointed  by  Congress  and  the 
Ordinance  of  1787,  were  the  Government.  Aday 
was  appointed  for  a'  public  meeting;  addresses 
were  made;  the  commissions  of  the  new  officials 
were  read;  the  governor  duly  inaugurated:  three 
rousing  cheers  given,  and  the  people  dispersed  in 
a happy  mood.  In  this  summary  way  the  North- 
west Territory  was  organized.  Marietta  was  its 
temporary  capital,  and  the  wheels  of  government 
were  in  motion;  the  proceedings  had  occupied 
no  more  time  in  those  wild  woods  than  the  open- 
ing of  a country  school  lyceum  by  the  reading  of 
its  constitution  and  by-laws. 

That  was  a unique  sort  of  government  those 
first  settlers  had.  The  governor  was  the  execu- 
tive branch;  the  three  judges  the  judicial,  and 
the  governor  and  judges  together,  the  legislative,  j 
They  adopted  from  the  statutes  of  the  different 
States,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress,  such 
laws  as  were  deemed  necessary  to  their  condi- 
tion. These  were  mostly  derived  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia  and  Massachusetts.  This  gov- 
ernment, in  the  scope  of  its  legislative  authority, 
greatly  resembled  the  municipal  corporations  of 
to-day.  The  judiciary  had  more  extended 
powers — original,  appellate  and  final — but  as 
they  confined  themselves  closely  to  the  well- 
established  precedents  of  the  older  States,  the  pio- 
neers, too  busy  to  indulge  in  law,  the  luxury  of 
more  wealthy  societies,  had  little  cause  of  com- 
plaint in  that  direction. 

Gov.  St.  Clair  issued  a proclamation  establish- 
ing anddefining  the  limits  of  Washington  county, 
the  first  county  of  the  Northwest  Territory, 
Hnd  the  oldest,  of  course,  in  Ohio.  'In  extent  of 
territory  that  county  was  a vast  one.  It  took  in 
Jill  eastern  Ohio,  from  the  point  where  the 
boundary  line  of  Pennsylvania  crosses  the  Ohio 


river,  west  by  south,  following  the  ri\er,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Scioto,  thence  thirty  miles  north  of 
Columbus,  then  east  to  a point  on  the  Tuscara- 
was ri\'er,  then  north  to  Lake  Erie,  where  Cleve- 
land now  is.  If  a man  living  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie  had  wished  to  have  a deed  recorded, 
or  procure  a marriage  license,  he  would  have  to 
go  to  Marietta,  the  county  seat,  on  the  Ohio. 
There  were  no  mail  routes  to  send  letters  by,  nor 
roads  either,  for  that  matter.  But  it  was  una- 
voidable, for  people  were  scarce  and  territory' 
abundant.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  (1788),  a 
settlement  was  started  near  where  Cincinnati  now 
is,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Symmes  Purchase. 
Judge.  Symmes  and  his  chief  associates  in  the 
colony  enterprise,  were  Jerseymen,  and  this  set- 
tlement was  composed  largely  of  people  from 
New  Jersey,  mingled  with  others  from  various 
parts.  As  the  settlements  grew  and  prospered, 
others  took  courage  to  make  a beginning.  In  the 
winter  of  1790-91  Gen.  Nathaniel  Massie  located 
a colony  of  Virginians  on  the  river,  above  Symmes 
Colony,  at  Manchester  (now  Adams  county), 
which  was  in  the  tract  reserved  and  known  as 
the  \’irginia  Military  Tract.  Great  inducements 
were  offered  by  Massie,  and  this  settlement  soon 
had  a permanent  foothold. 

There  were  now  three  centers  of  settlement 
on  the  Ohio  river,  besides  the  “Seven  Range” 
settlement,  next  to  Pennsylvania,  and  a pretty 
fair  start  had  been  made  for  future  growth.  In 
these  three,  or  we  may  say  four  central  settle- 
mients,  were  four  almost  distinct  types  of  civiliza- 
tion which  then  began  to  exert  their  infiuence  on 
the  future  of  the  land  occupied.  Most  prominent 
were  the  two  leading  colonies,  one  from  \’irginia, 
the  other  from  Massachusetts;  the  first,  descend- 
ants of  the  proud  Cavaliers,  and  their  aristocratic 
associates  back  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh;  the  other 
the  descendants  of  the  Puritans,  whose  faith, 
devotion  and  religious  zeal  had  made  them,  for 
freedom's  sake,  content  to  live  on  the  bleak, 
rocky  shores  of  New  England.  To-day  we  find, 
in  a degree,  the  impress  and  characteristics  of 
those  earlv  settlers  in  the  Scioto  valley,  about 
Chillicothe;  in  the  valley  of  the  Muskingum 
around  Zanesville,  between  the  two  Miamis,  north 
to  Hamilton,  Dayton  and  Troy,  aiul  in  the  cos- 
mopolitan, but  energetic,  inhabitants  of  the 
seven  ranges.  And  if  we  anticipate  dates  a little, 
ami  go  over  to  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
where  the  Connecticut  Reserve  is  dotted  o\'er 
with  towns  and  settlements,  churcb.es  and  schoids 
of  the  enterprising  thrifty  New  Englanders,  we 
shall  find  tire  characteristics  of  their  late  homes 
still  more  strongly  impressed  there. 
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We  have  passed  now,  in  chronological  order, 
to  the  third  year,  1791,  in  the  life  of  the  new 
Territorial  Govern ment;  its  settlements  have 
expanded ; the  original  one,  at  Marietta,  had 
multiplied  into  eight  minor  curnmunities. 

But  while  this  extension  norih  of  the  Ohio 
was  going  on  gradually,  portentous  clouds  had 
been  gathering.  The  powerful  tribes  of  Indians 
to  the  northwest,  whose  fine  hunting  grounds  the 
whites  were  approaching,  had  been  showing  much 
uneasiness.  They  hovered  about  the  settlements, 
and  regarded  the  whites  with  restless,  jealous 
looks  and  menacing  gestures.  The  aspect  was 
too  threatening  to  longer  admit  of  doubt.  They 
claimed  they  had  been  cheated  in  the  purchase; 
that  some  tribe,  or  tribes,  got  better  bargains 
than  others;  they  wanted  a new  treaty;  they 
wanted  to  sell  over  again. 

Fourth  Treaty. — To  meet  this  disaffection  a 
meeting  of  the  tribes  was  called,  at  Ft.  Harmar, 
opposite  Marietta,  January  9,  1 789,  and,  as 
usual,  the  Iroquois  were  on  hand  to  sell  again ; 
also  the  Delawares,  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  Wyan- 
dots,  Sauks  and  Pottawatamies  were  there,  j 
though  it  is  noticeable  that  the  Shawanees  were  I 
not  present.  A new  peace  talk  was  had,  pres-  I 
ents  made,  and  the  former  treat}-  at  Ft.  McIntosh  i 
confirmed  with  the  assent  of  all  present.  This  j 
was  the  fourth  Indian  treaty  the  United  States  I 
had  made.  It  was  hoped  this  would  end  the  . 
dissatisfaction,  but  it  did  not.  There  were  j 
some  implacable  chiefs,  with  bad  advisers,  who  j 
claimed  the  treaty  had  been  made  without  ! 
authority,  and  further  that  the  whites  had  no  | 
right  north  of  the  Ohio.  With  all  this  effort  of  ! 
the  government  to  pacify  the  savages,  it  was  still  ! 
evident  that  there  was  trouble  coming.  Those 
Indians  who  came  about  the  settlements  were 
sullen  and  uncommunicative,  and  their  actions 
were  so  significant  that  the  old  border  men  knew 
what  it  meant,  and  took  the  precaution  to  put 
the  forts  and  block-houses  in  a state  of  security 
from  surprise.  This  state  of  suspense  was  ended 
one  winter  night,  in  1791,  when  fourteen  settlers 
were  found,  inhumanly  butchered,  at  a place 
called  Big  Bottom,  on  the  Muskingum.  One  of 
the  murderers  was  a Mohawk  warrior,  so  it  was 
known  that  the  Iroquois  were  mixed  in  the 
massacre. 

The  whites  then  saw  they  were  in  for  a war, 
and  hurried  to  their  forts  for  safety.  Gen. 

H armar,  who  had  conducted  the  last^treaty,  took 
his  regulars  and  such  volunteer  trooj>s  as  were  at 
hand,  and  marched  to  the  head  of  the  Maumee, 
where  the  Miami  villages  were.  Mere  he  was 
outgeneraled  and  defeated;  showing  that  he  had 


become  too  old  to  successfully  make  either  peace 
or  war.  This  victory  gave  the  Indians  great 
encouragement,  and  there  was,  of  course,  no  use 
trying  to  treat  with  them.  Gov.  St.  Clair  now 
took  the  field  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  an  arm} 
organized,  led  his  column  in  the  direction  of  the 
Maumee  Country,  whither  the  Indians  were  re- 
treating in  force.  Much  hope  was  centered  in 
that  army.  The  whole  frontier — the  nation — 
was  looking  for  St.  Clair  to  strike  a blow  that 
would  humble  the  savages.  But  it  was  not  to  be 
so.  Soon  the  messengers  from  the  wilderness, 
northward,  brought  the  startling  news  of  an  over- 
whelming, appalling  disaster  to  St.  Clair’s  army. 
One  morning  at  daylight,  near  the  line  of  Darke 
and  Mercer  counties,  at  what  has  since  been  Ft. 
Recovery,  the  Indians,  under  the  lead  of  Blue 
Jacket  and  Little  Turtle,  made  a savage  attack, 
in  which  they  cut  the  American  army  to  pieces, 
inflicting  a loss  of  six  hundred  men,  and  taking 
all  its  baggage  and  cannon.  The  wounded  and 
prisoners  were  treated  with  unexampled  barbarit}-. 
Even  the  mouths  of  the  dead  were  filled  with 
earth,  as  if  in  derision  of  the  whites’  desire  for 
more  land. 

The  Indians  were  now  ‘ ‘ insolentwithtriumph.  ’’ 
and  demanded  that  the  whites  must  go  south  of 
the  Ohio.  All  efforts  to  make  peace  on  any 
other  basis  failed.  All  immigration  had  ceased 
north  of  the  Ohio,  in  fact  on  either  side,  and  the 
settlers  were  cooped  up  in  forts  and  block-houses. 
Many  felt  doubts  as  to  what  the  final  result 
would  be.  Even  the  government  authorities 
seemed,  for  the  moment,  paralyzed.  The  settlers 
were  clamorous  for  vigorous  measures  and  a war 
of  extermination.  Four  treaties  had  been  made 
with  the  savages,  and  yet  peace  seemed  further 
off  than  at  any  time  since  the  New  Government 
had  come  into  power.  Gen.  Washington,  who 
was  now  President,  sent  an  army  associate  of  his, 
Gen.  Anthony  W’ayne,  the  “Mad  Anthony"  of 
the  Revolution,  west  to  organize  a new  army. 
Wayne  was  a man  of  audacious  courage,  yet 
prudent  and  skillful  in  generalship.  He  was 
rough  and  sententious  in  speech,  and.  with  his 
well-known  reckless  fighting  record,  was  just 
such  a man  as  would  draw  about  him  the  best 
class  of  border  fighters. 

When  at  last,  in  the  spring  of  1794.  he  turned 
the  head  of  his  column  in  the  direction  of  ttie 
dreaded  Maumee  Country,  the  prayers  of  the 
Nation  followed  him.  Night  and  day  the  sav- 
ages hung  on  h.is  flanks,  laid  ambuscades  and. 
pl.inned  surprises  for  “Mad  .\nthony  " and  his 
gallant  followers;  but  this  time  they  were  theon!} 
ones  who  met  with  surprises.  .\t  last,  in  the  sul- 
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Constructed  by  Rev.  Henry  Bushnell,  A.  M.,  for  liis  History  of  Granville. 


I*LAN  ILLUSTRATING  THK  BATTLES  OK  THE  MAUMEE. 

This  plan  shows  about  S miles  of  the  country  alom»  each  side  of  the  Maumee,  including  the  towns  of  Perrys* 
burg,  Maumee  City  and  Waterville. — llorvc' s History  of  Ohio. 
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try  days  of  August,  the  suspense  was  broken  by 
the  arrival  of  a messenger  at  Ft.  Washington,  on 
the  Ohio,  that  Wayne  had  met  and  overwhelmed 
the  combined  tribes,  in  battle,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Maumee,  under  the  very  guns  of  the  British 
Fort  Miami;  and  later,  that  he  had  destroyed 
every  shanty,  wigwam,  cornfield,  and  truck 
patch,  from  the  source  of  the  Maumee  to  the 
lake,  and  built  and  garrisoned  Forts  Defiance 
and  Wayne.  A glad  shout  went  up,  and  bene- 
dictions and  thanks  followed  from  the  whole  peo- 
ple. The  border  settlers  were  fairly  mad  with 
joy.  “ Mad  Anthony”  had  overcome  the  ague, 
the  swamps,  the  British  and  Indians. 

This  battle,  known  in  history,  as  “Wayne’s 
Battle,”  or  battle  of  the  “ Fallen  Timbers,’’  be- 
cause of  the  down  timber  from  the  effects  of  a re- 
cent tornado,  began  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
about  three  miles  above  Maumee,  near  a sharp 
hill,  known  as  Presque  Isle  hill,  and  ended  just 
below  Maumee,  at  Ft.  Miami.  In  the  language 
of  the  missionary,  J.  B.  Finley,  this  was  “the 
last  united  effort  of  barbarism  to  check  the  swell- 
ing tide  of  civilization.”  Like  many  other  de- 
cisive battles,  the  importance  of  this  one  is  not  to 
be  measured  so  much  by  the  numbers  killed  as 
by  the  results,  or  the  vital  issues  involved  and  de- 
cided. While  the  tribes  lost  heavily  in  this  bat- 
tle, the  Wyandot  nation  losing  eleven  chiefs, 
this  was  not  its  most  decisive  feature.  Gen. 
Wayne,  in  his  campaign  and  fight,  had  demon- 
strated to  the  tribes  that  a white  chief  had  come 
among  them  whom  they  could  not  surprise  or 
whip,  and  fully  impressed  the  savages  with  the 
hollowness  of  the  promises  of  the  lying,  hypocrit- 
ical British  agents  and  traders,  “ that  their  Great 
Father,  the  King  of  England,  would  help  the  In- 
dians when  the  time  of  need  came.”  The  war- 
riors in  their  flight,  to  escape  from  Wayne's  vic- 
torious- soldiers,  had  seen  the  King’s  officers  skulk 
into  the  fort  like  ground  hogs,  and  close  the  gates 
against  the  Indians,  while  the  Americans  contin- 
ued the  slaughter,  even  under  the  very  muzzles 
of  the  British  cannon.  [This  was  a critical  junc- 
ture. The  relations  of  England  and  the  United 
States  had  been  on  a strain  for  some  time.  Ft. 
Miami  with  its  British  garrison  was  on  American 
soil,  and  while  Gen.  Wayne,  at  the  time  was  act- 
ing under  very  guarded  instructions  from  Presi- 
dent Washington,  there  was  no  doubt  tliat  had 
the  English  officers  shown  the  least  disposition  to 
shelter  or  protect  the  savages  on  that  day,  that 
ayne  woidd  have  .-^tonned  the  fort.  He  was 
an  impetuous,  fiery  man  in  battle,  and  this  the 
I-nglish  knew,  and  doubtless  the  officers  in  com- 
niand,  in  the  fort,  had  a wholesome  respect  for 


him.  It  was  well  it  was  so,  for  had  the  flame  of 
war  been  started  there,  it  might,  at  that  time, 
have  led  to  serious  complications.  No  doubt 
President  Washington  had  more  anxiety  on  this 
point  than  he  had  as  to  the  outcome  of  Wayne's 
camipaign  against  the  Indians.] 

Again  Wayne  had  destroyed  all  their  corn- 
fields and  truck  patches,  and  all  manner  of  shel- 
ter for  winter  protection.  The  pinching  hunger 
and  cold  could  not  be  quieted  with  British  prom- 
ises. All  these  things  were  arguments  that  ap- 
pealed stronger  to  the  savages  than  the  logic  of 
words.  It  is  recorded,  too,  that  the  superstitious 
Indians  got  an  idea  that  Gen.  W’ayne  was  a great 
medicine  man,  as  well  as  a warrior,  and  that 
through  some  charm,  or  conjury,  he  was  endowed 
with  supernatural  power  that  made  him  invinci- 
ble in  war.  They  thought  the  British  were 
afraid  of  him,  or  they  would  have  turned  their 
cannon  upon  him  when  they  saw  his  men  destroy- 
ing the  shanties  and  out-buildings  about  the  fort. 
It  had,  too,  in  some  way,  become  impressed  upon 
them  that  Wayne  loved  to  drink  firewater,  fight, 
kill  and  destroy,  and  that  he  was  only  held  in 
check,  from  day  to  day,  by  the  commands  of  his 
Great  Father  at  Washington.  All  these  stories 
were  afloat  years  afterward;  but  this  much  is 
known  certainly  of  Indian  character,  and  it  is 
true  to  a great  extent  among  whites,  too.  that 
an  Indian  has  grpat  respect  for  a fellow  who  he 
knows  can  whip  him. 

Fifth  Treaty . — In  the  summer  of  1795  the 
Indians  assembled  at  Ft.  Greenville,  in  what  is 
now  Darke  county,  and  after  many  talks  and 
speeches,  and  where,  in  skillful  diplomacy,  Gen. 
Wayne  found  a pretty  good  match  in  some  of  the 
unlettered  chieftains,  a treaty,  which  is  famous  in 
history  as  the  Greenville  Treaty,  was  signed  by- 
twelve  tribes,  as  follows;  Delawares, Wyandots. 
Ottawas,  Pottawatamies,  Chippewas.  .Miamis. 
Piankashaws,  Eel  Rivers,  Weeas,  Kickapoos. 
Shawnees  and  Kaskaskias.  The  boundary  lines, 
as  defined  by  this  treaty,  are  best  illustrated,  so 
far  as  Ohio  is  affected,  by  the  accompanying 
map,  but  are  nearly  the  same  as  those  made  at 
Ft.  McIntosh,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cuyahoga;  thence  up  that  river  to  the  present 
north  line  of  Tuscarawas  county;  thence  west, 
by  a little  south,  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Mer- 
cer county,  and  thence  soutii  to  the  Ohio.  .-\11 
north  and  west  of  this  line  was  given  over  to  the 
savages,  under  certain  conditions,  except  sixteen 
blocks,  or  reservations,  and  connecting'  roadways, 
reserved  by  the  Fnitetl  States.  Of  these  blocks 
six  were  on  the  Maumee  river  and  its  tributaries: 
one  at  Fort  Wayne;  one  at  Defiance;  one  on 
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the  Auglaize;  and  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mau- 
mee river,  each  six  miles  square;  one  on  the 
St.  Mary’s,  two  miles  s(}uare;  and  one  at  the 
Maumee  Rapids,  twelve  miles  square.  There 
were  also  reservations  at  Sandusky,  Fremont, 
Detroit,  Chicago,  Mackinaw  and  other  points. 
The  one  at  the  Rapids  of  the  Maumee,  of 
about  92,160  acres  of  land,  was  about  half 
on  the  south,  or  Wood  county,  side  of  the 
river,  and  was  the  first  land  to  which  the  gov- 
ernment acquired  unencumbered  title  in  what 
is  now  Wood  county.  Further,  the  Indians 

stipulated  that  in  case  they  sold  all,  or  any  por- 
tion, of  this  land,  they  would  sell  to  no  one 
except  the  United  States,  and  that  no  one  should 


come  among  them  to  trade  unless  such  person 
had  a license  from  the  United  States.  This 
clause  shut  out  the  mischievous  English  agents 
and  traders.  This  treaty,  the  fifth  one  the  United 
States  had  made  for  the  same  territory  with  the 
Indians,  annulled  any  other  treat}'  that  conflicted 
with  its  stipulations.  Thus  virtually  closed  the 
I Indian  war,  which  had  desolated  the  Pennsyl- 
I vania  and  \’irginia  border,  and,  latterly,  the  land 
between  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie,  more  or  less, 
for  over  forty  years,  and  in  which  more  than  Pwe 
thousand  whites  had  been  murdered  or  taken 
captive.  This  does  not  include  the  loss  in  war, 
or  the  various  military  expeditions  and  skir- 
mishes. 


CHAPTER  V. 


The  Gkeenvu,i,e  The.xtv — Opens  the  Fi.ood-gates  of  Immigration — British  evactate  all 
Forts  in  ihe  United  St.xtes  TErruiTORV,  including  Ft.  IMia.mi — \Uayne  County  organ- 
ized, 170G,  WITH  Detroit  as  County  Seat — ^VooD  a Part  of  Wayne — Ohio  admitted 


AS  a State,  1803. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Greenville,  negotiated 
in  1795,  about  two-thirds  of  what  is  now 
Ohio  was  freed  from  the  ownership  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  remaining  northwestern 
portion,  as  well  as  all  the  rest  of  the  Northwest 
Territory,  was  consigned,  indefinitely,  to  the  rule 
of  the  savages.  But  if  the  outlook  wasgloomyfor 
the  Maumee  Country,  there  was  glad  sunshine  and 
joy  alongthe  Ohio.  For  four  years  immigration  had 
been  at  astandstill,  and  painful  anxiety  had  reigned 
in  the  little  settlements,  where  the  inhabitants  were 
shut  up  in  the  block-houses,  or  ventured  forth  in 
peril  of  the  tomahawk  and  knife.  The  report  of 
Wayne’s  treaty  came  like  a streak  of  light  in  a 
cloudy  sky  to  them — a joyful  messenger  of  glad 
tidings.  Peace  opened  the  gates  of  the  forts  and 
started  the  flow  of  immigration  anew.  \’irginia 
again  sent  her  best  families  into  the  rich  lands 
between  the  Miami  and  the  Scioto,  and  soon  the 
settlements  had  advanced  to  Chillicothe,  which 
now  became  the  center  of  a large  population, 
and  later  the  temporary  capital  of  the  North- 
west. The  Jerseymen  of  S}'mmes’  Purchase  had 
advanced  far  up  the  valley  of  the  beautiful  Mi- 
ami. The  New  Englanders  were  pushing  their 


settlements  up  the  Muskingum  and  spreading  out 
all  over  the  Ohio  Purchase,  while  the  Pennsyl- 
vanians were  sending  some  strong  settlements 
into  the  Seven  Range  Country,  adjoining  the 
Keystone  State.  This  was  not  all.  Far  up 
north,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  next  to  Penn- 
sylvania, came  another  invasion  of  New  England- 
ers, like  the  advance  guard  of  a strong  army 
corps.  They  were  from  Connecticut,  looking  up 
their  fine  possessions  in  the  WTstern  Reserve. 
They  came  across  “York  State”  to  the  lake  at 
points  since  known  as  Buffalo,  Erie,  Black  Rock. 
Lockport,  etc.,  and  came  down  the  lake  in  boats. 
The  first  installment,  under  the- direction  of  Gen. 
Moses  Cleveland,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Con- 
neaut  creek.  July  4,  1796,  and  began  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  that  grand  civilization  which,  has. 
in  later  years,  distinguished  the  Western  Reserve. 
In  September  and  October  the  surve\  ing  corps 
had  ad\anced  to  the  Cuyahoga,  the  Indian  bor- 
der line,  and  laid  out  the  city  of  Clevelatul;  and 
from  that  time  on  the  settlement  was  pushed  with 
New  England  v igor  and  perseverance. 

In  this  same  year  (1796).  under  the  provisions 
of  what  is  calleil  the  Jay  Treaty,  between  the 
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I'r.ited  States  and  England,  the  latter  surrendered  i 
ii|)  all  the  posts  she  had  been  unjustly  holding  : 
ill  United  States  territory,  and,  among  the  rest,  | 
Detroit.  Gen.  Wayne  was  sent  out  to  take  pos-  ! 
session  and  garrison  the  forts.  Tiiere  was  quite  ! 
a settlement  at  Detroit  and  vicinity,  and  at  the  ' 
mouth  of  the  river,  largely  French,  and  so  Gov. 
St.  Clair  proclaimed  a new  county  and  named  it 
Wayne,  in  honor  of  the  old  hero,  “Mad  x\n- 
thony. ’’  Wayne  was  the  si.xth  county  in  the 
Northwest  Territory,  and  the  third  in  what  is 
now  Ohio.  Hamilton  county  was  second,  formed 
January,  1790.  If  Washington  and  Hamilton 
were  large,  they  were  yet  children  in  comparison 
with  Wayne.  W'ayne  took  in  all  northwestern 
Ohio  to  Cleveland,  and  northwest  to  Ft.  WMyne, 
Ind. ; thence  on  a line  to  Lake  Michigan,  taking  in 
northern  Indiana  and  a part  of  Illinois,  including 
the  site  of  Chicago;  thence  north  along  Lake  Mich- 
igan, including  all  the  land  on  the  rivers  flowing 
into  the  lake,  which  would  include  about  half  of 
Wisconsin;  thence  by  a due  north  line  to  the 
Canadian  boundary,  following  the  same  back  by 
Lake  Huron  and  Detroit  river  to  Lake  Erie,  and 
so  on  to  the  place  of  beginning  at  Cleveland, 
including  all  the  present  State  of  Michigan.  Of 
this  vast  territory  Detroit  was  made  the  county 
seat.  The  land  in  the  present  bounds  of  Wood 
county  was  included  in  thatgreat  county  of  Wayne. 

If  some  unfortunate  white  man  had  lived 
here  then,  his  post  oftice  address  would  have  been 
Detroit,  Wayne  county,  Northwest  Territory; 
or  if  he  had  been  summoned  to  attend  court  at 
the  county  seat  he  would  have  possibly  met  at 
the  court  house  in  Detroit,  some  other  juryman, 
from  the  head  of  Green  bay  (Wisconsin  now), 
who  had  been  on  the  road  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
getting  there,  and  whose  mileage  bill  would  cover 
tive  or  si.x  hundred  miles  of  travel.  Wayne  was 
a vast  county,  and  in  the  improbable  court  inci- 
'ient  we  have  drawn,  the  school  boy,  or  girl,  will 
find  a ready  answer  for  the  mental  question  which 
often  occurs:  “Why  was  the  country  cut  up  into 

50  many  States  and  counties.^”  Namely,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  people  in  transacting  their 
business  affairs.  This  same  rule  follows  us  down 
to  townships,  school  districts,  and  city  wards. 

As  the  Maumee  Countr\’  at  the  date  of  which 
"c  are  speaking  (1796)  is  in  peaceable  possession 
of  the  Indians,  and  there  is  nothing  passing  here 
to  record  in  its  history,  now  in  its  third  stage,  let 

go  back  a little  while  to  the  Ohio  river.  W’e 
note  a most  e.xtraordinary  spectacle;  the  settle- 
ment of  a new  rlornain;  the  sudden  transition  | 
fcorn  its  wilderness  state;  and  under  the  forms  of  ■ 
popular  government,  by  an  enlightened  people. 


Such  energy,  such  zeal  and  peaceful  rivalry 
had  never  before  been  seen.  Cabins  and  new 
settlements  on  every  side  heralded  the  coming  of 
civilization;  and  the  valleys  and  hill-tops  were 
noisy  with  the  bustle  and  marvelous  activity  of 
the  joyful  pioneers.  In  the  language  of  one  en- 
thusiastic chronicler,  people  came  across  the  Alle- 
ghanies  like  spray  flung  from  the  ocean. 

In  the  year  179S,  Gov.  St.  Clair  announced 
that  the  population  of  voters  was  over  5,000, 
and  that  under  the  Ordinance,  the  Territorial 
Government  could  pass  to  the  second  stage,  that 
of  choosing  for  itself  a legislative  body,  and  a 
delegate  to  Congress.  This  action  was  taken, 
and  the  first  legislature  of  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory met  in  Cincinnati  in  1799,  and  elected  a 
delegate  to  Congress,  and  a number  of  new  coun- 
ties were  established. 

The  following  year,  iSoo,  Congress  cut  the 
Northwest  Territory  north  and  south,  about  on 
the  line  of  the  Great  Miami  river,  and  named  the 
west  part  Indiana  Territory,  with  its  capital  at 
\’incennes.  William  H.  Harrison  was  governor. 
At  the  same  tim.e  Chillicothe  was  made  the  tem- 
porary capital  of  the  east  di\'ision.  [The  capital 
remained  at  Chillicothe  until  iSio,  when  it  was 
changed  to  Zanesville  until  1812,  then  back  to 
Chillicothe  until  1S16,  when  it  was  permanently 
located  at  Columbus.]  Trumbull  county  was 
formed,  including,  in  its  bounds,  all  the  Connecti- 
cut Reserve  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  with 
county  seat  at  Warren.  This  indicates  that  the 
settlements  were  also  growing  in  that  quarter. 
So  great,  indeed,  had  been  the  increase  in  the 
east  division  that  Congress,  believing  the  popula- 
tion sufficient  to  entitle  the  people  of  the  east 
part  to  the  honors  of  statehood,  passed  an  En- 
abling Act,  xApril,  1802,  allowing  the  voters  to 


which  was  completed  on  the  29th  of  November, 
same  year,  and  the  proposed  new  State  named 
Ohio  [There  never  was  a Territory  of  that  name. 
Until  her  admission  as  a State,  or  rather,  at  the 
time  of  her  admission,  Ohio  was  simply  the  east- 
ern division  of  the  Northwest  Territory],  after 
} the  great  river  which  forms  its  southern  border, 
with  metes  and  bounds,  substantially,  as  they  are 
to-day,  except  the  strip  on  the  north  taken  later 
on  from  Michigan.  This  constitution,  with  the 
name  of  the  State,  boundary  lines  and  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  con\  ention,  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress, and  by  that  body  approved,  and  on  Febru- 
ary 19.  1803,  an  Act  was  passed  admitting  Ohio 
to  the  sisterhood  of  States.  | There  has  been  con- 
siderable discussion  as  to  when  Ohio  was  admit- 
ted as  a State;  whether  in  1802,  or  1803.  Lives- 


^ ^ ‘ Hh 


{ 


- ■ .'oJ;. 


f.omo  rnvirjo*^  mmi 

J , iV- 


.ar:oo  yrfj  7n«}d  s^iil  eyin/jflj^ 

I'-ciHf  ruin*  ticO  .iS  .voO  %soi  ©ffj  nl 

C'v;.:  -tj,/o  ?£1Y/  BJ9J07  lo  tloii/Jtiqoq  «irfj 
lii/w.'Mt-i'!  Yiij  30n«nibiO  ..yiiJ  lyhan  Jicrfi  bnai 
.'t:r!l  ! r oi  asr.q  Liiroa  j/'orurnsroO; 

n ( itp.  ,‘fbod  yviig!ei^‘>|  js  ihtli  -\ol  gfrk<5K)t]:i  lo 
.O’jiir.i  ce'.vfioi(',)r.  -“idT  .'^vi^noD  M ©iR^bb 
-I'.'T  I'ByvolJio'/  yrlJ  3o  ifeift  ydJ.  bo« 

<5  f,)3)r'nl-:)  bn&  .CQ'U  n;  iJi>fsnjOfnlJ  »i  lartt 'nolh 
-n.'OO  ffjn  ?o  .'3‘-KJfn«q,yv  ,w?yi^noD  vl  ylfiijobl* 

»f|l  .-0'>  .OO^Jl  6dT 


byftiJMJ  ^6n  is  bamudoo-jq  ifjjlO 

“fiA  feei/ YHi  ‘)o  if.aod  ni 

«i  {Jciiillpc?,  vrU  et;y/ '^ir^aW  ,'^^(fJOx^l 

si  isriv/  nlpfriji  *-irf3  1*or  .'OpJrnoT.psswdJioVJ 

7/on 

JpX  »i‘^7/  vorij  ©i^w  ' 

Pi  xo6j  fUiw^  . 

,©(}YcW  „3'I  iKiBisYdD  ol  oirtO 

rti  !^4r-1  d|  ©nii  jk  no  apirpri)  ; ,boI 

jjmbnbni  Jtfivj  js  huu  jsndtial  morirt^ 

-flrwi/v  ©aoiyfiJ  ;c>3®7irlO 


ncr  jo'.'dp  MnK'fi  hax,  Wiv^n  (-AdhiitT  isyff.ifmK.  | Sfliwoft-  jgp:  1;^  lf«  ^nib»f.i>ail| 

©d/  L-j/nfio  tns  ,i‘y/v<  tip^uU  soil  yrfj  » lei  U.*;d  tu(^c  adi  oini 


cj  -pipfid  M‘»d3  |EtR}  idou  yHivaoa^'S  tp  byj^nijdo  | 

^?fjf)yrsi.nriyq  oadv/.  pfi3?.'3itl|/0 1 ni  bndt  $dT  Jsirtt 

/jniiij:>  ilu  ktwil  .(.p.uihuuh^  jg  fc»3fiOo| . v^nia'F/ rti 
-iSyytiiivO  yi'h  Me  .p-bnuodp.'i  ni  .gnl'bulcwji  ,b.©/ino1  'i  bayil  bad-  ©mot  II  i 

dii'//  ep(urlf,  ;ur>  »dt  )o  3?es  Jao  I 

ailj  it»d}  cvTiotLni  *td  r ..nanjijV/  jjc 

Tsn-n;.  )ftdi  tii  yii/Anp  o*Fa  dw/'  elfl©ma}lJ9» ■■j••■■•%■•..}>(^'.  M^dd.  ii  i«  ■■/■ 

^fij  ■ .--fi-Tmf.'i  Dsfj  *uvj<j  hfjfi  .fao^bfU  .J*3r^  Jufa 

-eloqfc-q  adj  I'li  .fisaiycroL)  isdi  i«ji«i/ib  l&sy  | .afttoiaiji  ryrfjOk  ni  saitoif  hi>09  »H> 

atl;  do  yj'io'jq  adi  yfiib/a  oi  inisbBf.'s  noiJ  ba'ssf’-pifj'.'moi)  f,] 


ro 

)o 


% 


,T?H/no  /oVC  jr  ihi-’Z  9fU  no.  boialqmoo  &jSv/  ,dD^dw  ,j  -fO^  nuoy' iri  b.n®  JeaV  a ,' J 

li-vocn  : )i:7€:  w.tn  bs^i>qo7g  »d‘  bd/;  .la^y  oi«ae  f Miy/ pp  .«7/cib  ayart -aiw  Jn^ 

.•dti!/;ti  Ju.il  ill  /-idlrny'/  ip  ai;v/  asTyao  ©tsflTj  o«iO  ,(,dai<(7/ 

'idi  )e  To^bf;'}  V'  c.ltfl,  dojBdifiba.jsrf  ti^Tinaoo  nailO'  ^ 


m 


afli  /jifMin  '.'«idO-,fiO{»i:ifnbff  tari  f?[i4  ealKlfi  X^am  o* 

ibJli’  ,j 34>»>'di'toi';!  twil  )<rt  n<a/<?ivH'  my  lilcjoaq  srfi  .)o  ©prejjnavnpi' 

I k •%  I / MV  M ^ m ^ l.  aJ  a .i^.^.-if.,  ..ufl-uk  JnL'.La  ■ _ f A * ._.  BA  ..  . . ^ a_a  a aftLAMl  1.  i 


.7»b'.oJ  mytijoys  ?tj  >fmcA  ibfdv/  tovJi  J£9i,y  ©Hj  <»ij 


' V,  . 'J'4  ' 


sdg  7y/!i  if*  y.(Iliitj0jC‘Jrc<ft»fc  .siMiood  bne  „ ..Kbii^w  yii|  ,atfb^^f7/oJ 

tvrf^  b‘ ■■  ,;i 
7i'j.j  fiiiY/  „/W;»n'*i«?no3  ahiT  ».■  .iiagirioiW  yrtPjJ;  ob  ,f;,^ioiai»eitiPr|;;?^^C!pa4^^^ 

“OTfij  lodio  botf  aafjif  yifibrtuod  i«fj  >o  ©msn  i{  y*$ad  Ijoidion  tey^  ^hcilidi 


i97ftl  djuwi  siiJ  no  qhi6  adJ  Jqapy© 


©M  yw 


-'ftoc)  oj  b»Ji‘imdo«<  .aoiin»7fiO!ii  ©fJi  lo  rgfnbaioi? 


-trjds*!  no  baa  »hij /caqqa  xi^oci  Jadj  x4  b«^i 


M biidJ  itli  ’nj  viprt;  bicoad  o*^  .4 


.©’1/  . OJ'  y|f«l7/  ©iiiijj 


Ohio  igoilJimb*  bswpq  sev/  ypA  nt  ,f^o8t  i^iuBnibi<w;s^s  3*oiW  « 

'no:)  nyyef  aad  siiwiT J .hyt^sJtS.  lo  bopdioifciB  ©dj  oi  ( ■ (wen  pb  Id  3n^ 

-ji(!fb<»  «aVv 
-?o:/n][^^ 


avv  olrfO  n©d*w  oj  sc  iu>i«sMo»ib  ©IJinsbia  l^jto  amiol  «di  i©i«m  2^* 

ytodit  70  ,Eo^t  nr  i©iUoi^  i*iaia  a -Ha  beJ  W ;ia9DlSAiO‘'cia 

V -B  .!!  ,„ 


ijjji' 


M 


I'Si  m- 


26 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


tigation  of  the  facts  leaves  little  room  for  doubt 
on  this  point.  The  constitution  was  completed, 
and  all  the  requirements  of  the  Enabling  Act 
complied  with  by  the  people,  in  November,  1802. 
Then  Congress  scrutinized  this  proceeding,  accep- 
ted and  approved  it,  and  passed  an  Act  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1803,  admitting  Ohio  into  the  Union,  and 
on  March  3,  1803,  the  Territorial  officials  stepped 
out  and  the  State  officials  took  charge.] 

This  was  a long  and  rapid  stride  forward  in 
our  history.  In  March,  1788,  there  was  not  a 
permanent  settlement  or  town  in  Ohio;  just  a 
wilderness  terrorized  over  by  savages.  In  1803, 
fifteen  years  later,  a State  is  carved  out,  with 
60,000  prosperous  people,  and  a fully  equipped 
government,  with  nine  organized  counties  or 
subordinate  governments. 

About  the  first  thing  the  new  State  did, 
through  its  legislature,  was  to  create  seven  new 
counties,  March,  1803,  as  follows:  Greene, 

Montgomery,  Gallia.  Butler,  Warren,  Geauga, 
and  Scioto,  and  in  April  some  others,  including 
Franklin.  These  counties  are  named  because 
two  of  them  will  be  again  alluded  to  presently. 
In  the  meantime  the  great  changes  going  on  had 
caused  a sort  of  mishap  to  Wood  county,  or  to 
the  place  where  she  now  is.  We  remember  that 
we  were  a short  while  ago  nearly  lost  in  the 
great  county  of  Wayne,  Northwest  Territory, 
to  which  it  had  been  attached  in  1796.  Our 
county  seat  was  then  at  Detroit.  Congress 
had  since  chopped  us  off,  so  to  speak,  and, 
like  a chip  from  a great  log,  we  were  now 
lying  over  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  our  late 
county  seat,  Detroit,  was  in  Wayne  county 
still,  but  in  Indiana  Territory.  The  'Maumee 
Country  had  been  divorced.  We  were  in  that 
fragment  of  Ohio  that  had  been  Wayne  county. 
Northwest  Territory;  but  now  we  were  in  a 
new  State,  without  a seat  of  justice  or  coun- 
ty government,  not  even  a county  name.'^  It 
is  true  that  the  hordes  of  Indians  and  few  white 
traders  and  half-breeds  here  had  but  little  use 
for  a county  seat,  but  still  it  was  the  fashion  to 
preserve  the  semblance  of  civil  government,  by 
attaching  all  territory  to  some  organized  county 
for  such  purposes.  It  had  been  the  rule,  too,  on 
the  Ohio,  where  the  settlements  began,  to  e.xtend 
the  limits  of  the  new  counties  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Territory.  So  it  happened, 
when  Greene  and  Franklin  counties  were  organ- 
ized on  the  northern  borders  of  the  settlements, 
they  were  extended  north  to  the  State  line,  pos- 


•A  part  of  the  Territory  in  the  new  State  still  retaineil  the  name: 
Wooster  is  tlie  county  seat;  Dniroii  too.  is  the  county  seat  ot  Wayne 
county,  Mich,  both  counties  elate  their  organization  Irom  ITjii. 


sibly  to  include  the  Twelve  Mile  Reserve,  and 
took  in  the  present  territory  of  Wood.  The 
present  tier  of  eastern  townships  of  Wood  were 
in  Franklin,  with  county  seat  at  Franklinton 
(now  Columbus)  and  the  remainder  of  Wood  was 
attached  to  Greene  county,  with  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice at  Xenia.  But  the  fact  that  this  Territory 
had  two  county  seats  caused  but  little  inconven- 
ience; except  the  U.  S.  Reserve  it  was  all  Indian 
territory ; there  were  no  taxes  to  pay  or  deeds  to 
record.  Settlements,  however,  were  extending 
up  the  Mad  river  very  fast,  and  two  years  later, 
1805,  Champaign  county  was  formed  of  parts  cf 
Greene  and  Franklin,  with  county  seat  tempor- 
arily at  Springfield  (now  Clark  county),  but  soon 
after  changed  to  Urbana.  In  this  new  count}' 
the  settlers  had  reached  their  northern  limit. 
There  stood  the  Greenville  Treaty  line,  the  border 
mark  between  whites  and  Indians.  North  of  that 
was  the  Indians'  territory,  into  which  the  whites 
dare  not  carry  their  settlements.  That  line  stood 
like  a Chinese  wall  until  the  year  1817,  separa- 
ting civilization  from  barbarisni.  On  one  side 
were  fruitful  fields,  towns,  roads,  churches, 
schools,  and  a well-fed,  well- clothed  people, 
enjoying  the  rewards  of  peace,  industry  and 
thrift  which  good  soil,  good  climate  and  a bene- 
ficent Providence  assures  to  every  citizen  ot  Ohio. 
On  the  other  side  was  the  wilderness  and  squalid 
poverty — the  Indian  in  his  worst  estate.  The 
uncertain  and  irregular  provision  of  the  chase 
made  him  hungry  and  a beggar;  the  smoky,  com- 
fortless wigwam,  with  his  idle,  monotonous  life, 
made  him  crave  the  delirium  of  fire-water.  His 
forest  pride  and  independent  spirit  forsook  him. 
and  he  became  an  abject  being,  with  gloomy 
forebodings  of  the  future.  The  transition  was 
too  sudden,  even  had  the  fiber  of  his  nature  been 
less  unyielding.  Nowhere  has  the  contrast 
between  the  two  modes  of  existence  been  more 
clearly  shown  than  on  this  line,  before  the  worst 
vices  of  civilization  had  time  to  contaminate  and 
degrade  the  savage  from  his  natural  state.  How 
appropriate  the  lines  of  Paulding  seem  to  this 
situation : 

E.xtrenu-s  of  habits,  manners,  tiiiif  and  space, 

Brouitht  close  together,  here  stood  face  to  face, 

.-Vnd  gave  at  once  a contrast  to  the  view. 

That  other  lands  and  ages  ne\  er  knew. 

But  it  was  impossible  that  this  condition  shoul'' 
continue  long.  The  lain!  could  not  be  separated 
on  such  a line.  It  must  be  all  one  or  the  otlu  r 
Call  it  fate,  or  whatever  name  we  choose,  tlm 
Indian  was  doomed  to  be  swept  aside  by  the  nc'’' 
and  superior  race.  He  either  must  fall  m with 
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the  inarching  procession  or  be  left  to  his  fate,  by 
the  way  side. 

Important  events  in  the  development  of  the 
country  were  now  coming  in  such  rapid  succes- 
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sion  that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  keep  trace  of 
them  in  regular  order.  In  this  year  ' i S05)  Michi- 
gan Territory  was  formed,  with  William  Hull  as 
governor,  capital  at  Detroit. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Oi  K I.vniAx  Predecessors — Their  Numbers — Somewhat  of  Habits,  Custo.ms  and  Manners, 

AS  DESCRIBED  BY  MISSIONARIES  AND  OTHERS  AMONG  THEM. 


This  brings  us,  in  the  progress  of  this  ac- 
count of  the  Maumee  Country,  to  what 
may  be  called  the  formative  period  of 
white  settlement.  Such  descriptions  of 
the  actual  conditions  existing  here  at  that  time, 
as  we  get  from  men  who  were  on  the  ground 
and  spoke  from  personal  observation,  afford  the 
best  information  obtainable.  It  is,  moreover, 
deemed  best,  where  practicable,  to  give  the 
story  in  the  relator’s  own  words.  Before  the 
white  people  get  here,  then,  let  us  glance  at 
the  resident  Indian  population,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved then  numbered  not  less  than  eight  thou- 
sand. In  the  year  1802,  the  Connecticut  Mis- 
sionary Society  sent  out  an  agent  to  establish  a 
station  among  these  Indians.  A letter  or  report  | 
of  that  year,  sent  in  by  the  society’s  agent.  Rev.  | 
David  Bacon,  contains  the  following  references:  I 
“I  set  out  Trom  Detroit)  April  20th  for  the 
-Miami  (Maumee)  in  a canoe,  with  Beaumont  and 
a man  I had  hired;  but,  by  reason  of  unfavorable 
winds,  we  did  not  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  until  the  4th  of  May.  We  were  very  much 
fatigued  with  hard  rowing,  and  were  several  times 
in  danger  by  the  violence  of  the  waves.  I was 
obliged  to  go  without  the  public  interpreter,  as 
he  could  not  be  spared.  But  when  I came  to  the 
Miami  I found  an  excellent  interpreter  in  whom 
the  Indians  placed  the  utmost  confidence,  and 
"ho  served  me  faithfully  for  a much  less  sum 
tlian  what  either  of  the  others  would  have  asked, 
ffis  name  is  Whlliam  Dragoo.  When  I arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  most  of  the  chiefs 
Were  drunk  at  the  traders’  above,  .\fter  remain- 
■ng  there  two  days,  and  finding  it  uncertain  when 
they  would  be  down,  we  went  up  and  stored 
">y  provisions  and  farming  tools  at  Ft.  Miami, 
'-‘■ghteen  miles  above.  Hearing  there  that  most 
them  had  gone  down,  we  returned  the  next 
day  to  the  mouth.  The  day  after  I found  that 


Little  Otter,  the  head  chief,  and  one  other  were 
all  that  remained  in  the  main  village  where  we 
were,  and  that  the  rest  all  lay  drunk  at  the 
neighboring  village.  In  the  afternoon  I spent 
several  hours  with  these  two  explaining  to  them 
the  origin  and  designs  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
and  the  benefits,  temporal  and  spiritual,  that 
they  rr.ight  expect  to  receive  by  having  me  among 
them.  They  appeared  to  pay  good  attention, 
and  when  I had  concluded.  Little  Otter  observed, 
in  reply,  that  the  Great  Spirit  had  been  listening, 
and  that  they  and  their  young  men  had  been 
listening  to  all  I had  said;  that  he  believed  it  was 
true;  that  the  air  appeared  clear  and  no  clouds 
in  the  way,  and  that  he  would  assemble  his  chiefs 
and  hear  me  again  as  soon  as  possible,  but  that 
till  then  he  could  give  me  no  further  answer. 

‘•This  was  Saturday,  the  8th.  Through  the 
Sabbath  following  we  enjoyed  peace  and  quiet- 
ness among  them.  Hitherto,  the  most  of  them 
had  remained  sober.  But  the  following  night  we 
were  disturbed  by  the  rattles  and  drums  of  a 
number  of  individuals  who  spent  the  night  in 
conjuring  over  a poor  sick  child  in  order  to  save 
its  life,  but  it  died  within  a day  or  two  after. 

“Next  day  we  started  for  the  trading  post. 
As  we  had  a strong  head  wind,  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  we  got  but  five  miles  up  the  river 
that  afternoon.  We  encamped  about  a ejuarter 
of  a mile  above  their  dancing  ground.  My  in- 
terpreter advised  me  to  go  with  him  to  see  them 
that  evening:  and  I had  a desire  to  be  present,  as 
I supposed  I might  acquire  some  information  that 
might  be  useful;  but  I thought  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  be  among  them  that  night  as  I knew 
some  of  them  were  intoxicated  and  that  such 
would  be  apt  to  be  jealous  of  me  at  that  time; 
and  that  nothing  would  be  too  absurd  for  their 
imaginations  to  conceive,  or  too  cruel  for  their 
hands  to  perform.  But  as  a son  of  the  head 
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chief  was  sent  early  next  morning  to  invite  me  j 
down,  I went  to  see  them.  I had  tlie  greater  j 
desire  to  go,  as  this  is  their  annual  conjuration- 
dance,  which  is  celebrated  every  spring,  on  their 
return  from  hunting,  and  at  no  other  time  in  the 
year. 

“Mr.  Anderson,  a respectable  trader  at  Fort 
Miami,  told  me  that  they  had  been  growing 
worse  every  year  since  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  them,  which  is  six  or  seven  years;  and  that 
they  have  gone  much  greater  lengths  this  year 
than  he  has  ever  known  them  before.  He  as- 
sured me  that  it  was  a fact,  that  they  had  lain 
drunk  this  spring,  as  much  as  ten  or  fifteen 
days,  at  several  different  traders  above  him: 
and  that  some  of  them  had  gone  fifteen  days  I 
without  tasting  a mouthful  of  victuals  while  they 
were  in  that  situation.  .Mr.  Anderson  disap- 
proved of  the  practice,  and,  by  not  complying 
with  it,  has  lost  the  trade,  and  has  turned  his  at- 
tention to  his  farm.  He  treated  me  very  kindly, 
and  seemed  friendly  to  my  designs,  and  very 
desirous  to  have  me  come  out  there.” 

Rev.  James  B.  Finley,  in  his  autobiography, 
says  that  in  the  fall  of  the  year  iSoo,  in  company 
with  others,  he  purchased  a drove  of  fat  cattle 
near  Chilicothe  and  drove  them  through  to  De- 
troit, by  the  way  of  the  Sandusky  Plains,  Lower 
Sandusky  and  the  Maumee  Rapids  where  they 
found  a large  Indian  village. 

“The  Indians  of  this  town  had  just  finished 
their  great  fall  dance  and  frolic,  and  were  making 
preparations  for  starting  for  their  hunting  grounds. 
Being  hungry  and  half  starved,  they  demanded  of 
us  a steer  for  the  privilege  of  driving  through 
their  country.  I told  them  no,  they  could  not 
have  it,  as  the  cattle  were  for  the  soldiers  at  De- 
troit. At  this  one  of  the  Indians  raised  his  rifle 
to  shoot  a steer,  but  riding  instantly  betweem  him 
and  the  animal,  I told  him  if  he  shot  I would 
send  a force  of  soldiers  after  him  from  Detroit, 
and  he  should  be  taken  there  to  answer  for  his 
conduct.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  and  we 
passed  on  unmolested.  * * * Soon  after  the 

sale  (of  the  cattle  to  a government  contractor), 
we  left  for  home,  with  provisions  sufficient  to  last 
till  we  reached  the  Maumee  Rapids,  where,  our 
stock  being  exhausted,  we  found  it  impossible  to 
purchase  any;  and  taking  a string  of  corn,  on 
which,  with  some  hazel  nuts,  we  subsisted  for 
two  days,  we  arrived  at  Lower  Sandusky.  .-\t 
this  place  we  purchased,  of  WTitaker,  a few 
quarts  of  Hour  and  the  half  of  a small  deer.” 

Peter  Navarre's  reminiscences,  written  by  H. 
L.  Hosmer  as  a historical  sketch,  contains  much 
that  relates  directly  to  the  Maumee  tribes.  “At  j 


that  time,  i S07,  ” says  the  narrator,  “ the  Indians 
of  the  Ottawa  nation  lived  in  a village  on  the 
Maumee,  nearly  opposite  Manhattan.  It  was  a 
grassy  plat;  the  houses,  of  logs,  about  sixty  in 
number,  were  built  in  two  rows,  whitewashed, 
and  presented  a cheerful  and  pleasant  appear- 
ance. The  village  had  been  in  existence  since 
the  days  of  Pontiac,  and  marked  the  site  of  his 
encampment  on  the  Maumee  at  the  time  he  left 
Detroit  in  1764.  The  head  chief  of  the  nation, 
P"ish-qua-gun,  was  a descendant  from  Pontiac. 
The  character  generally  given  to  him,  by  those 
who  knew  him,  was  that  of  a kind-hearted, 
peaceable  old  man.  At  this  time,  also,  the  widow 
of  Pontiac,  Kan-tuck-ee-gun,  and  his  son  Otusso 
dwelt  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  old  woman 
was  held  in  great  reverence,  always  the  first  one 
applied  to  by  the  nation  for  advice,  and  the  first 
to  sign  all  treaties.  Otusso  was  a man  of  excel- 
lent sense,  free  from  the  vices  of  his  tribe,  and, 
with  none  of  the  ferocity,  inherited  all  the  bravery 
of  his  father.  He  was  a proud  man,  and  held 
intercourse  with  those  only  of  the  whites  who, 
like  himself,  were  distinguished  by  station  or 
power.  Mesh-ka-mau,  a cousin  of  Otusso,  was 
a chief  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  He  was 
the  finest  orator  in  the  nation,  and  the  foremost 
speaker  at  all  treaties.  There  were  eight  thous- 
and of  the  Ottawas,  at  this  time,  living  on  the 
Maumee.  Once  a year  they  had  a sacrifice  of 
the  best  of  everything  they  owned.  On  such 
occasions,  which  generally  lasted  three  days, 
they  would  eat  what  they  could,  and  burn  the 
remnant  of  their  food  so  that  the  dogs  could  not 
get  it.  About  ten  days  before  this  annual  sacrifice 
they  would  blacken  their  faces,  and  eat  and  drin’x 
only  in  the  afternoon.  Thousands  of  them  would 
finally  assemble,  and  erect  a shanty  where  they 
held  their  feast.  They  would  make  religious 
speeches,  and  with  upraised  hand,  and  by  every 
outward  demonstration,  testify  their  reverence 
for  the  Great  Spirit.  Feasts  were  frequent 
among  them  and  upon  various  occasions.  Some- 
times sickness,  often  hunting,  and.  oftener  still, 
to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  a protracted  season  "f 
ball  playing,  they  would  have  feasts  of  sever.’., 
days'  continuance.  At  this  period  they  dians 
but  little  liquor,  were  proud  and  vain,  and  rn.inv 
of  them  rich.  Their  robes  were  of  fine  cloth-'- 
bedizened  with  silver  and  gold  coins,  wire 
jingled  and  glittered  as  they  walked.  Oltc: 
chiefs  would  have  several  hundred  liollars  t.i^t- 
ened  to  their  dresses.  A variety  of  dances  were 
incident  to  the  feasts.  One,  called  Ki  a-wa,  ini' 
cated  their  expectation  of,  or  desire  for.  war,  mi  ■ 
was  almost  invariably  introduced  at  every  fe.r- 
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during  the  two  years  preceding  the  war  '1812).  j 
The  English  visited  the  Indians  in  great  numbers  | 
during  the  years  1810  and  iSii,  for  the  purpose  i 
of  interesting  them  in  the  coming  war  against  the  ! 
Enited  States.  Navarre  saw  them  frequently,  j 
liL-ard  their  counsels,  and  witnessed  their  effect  ! 
upon  the  nation.  ” | 

Rev.  Joseph  Badger,  one  of  the  earliest  Prot-  j 
i-stant  missionaries  in  this  part  of  Ohio,  and  later  | 
a resident  of  Wood  county,  says:  1 

“ In  June,  1805,  having  agreed  to  spend  two  I 
months  at  the  River  Raisin,  Michigan  Territory, 
and  among  the  Wyandot  Indians,  I set  out  I 
from  Cleveland  on  the  loth  in  company  with  , 
Capt.  Parish,  of  Canandaigua,  and  Mr.  Knaggs,  | 
of  Detroit,  interpreters,  going  to  attend  the  1 
tn-aty  at  Swan  Creek.  We  traveled  on  horse-  1 
hack,  and  lodged  the  first  night  on  the  sand  beach  ^ 
near  the  mouth  of  Black  river.  j 

“Just  as  we  were  about  to  start  in  the  morn-  I 
ing,  we  looked  up  the  lake  toward  Detroit,  and  i 
saw  the  smoke  of  the  burning  town,  which  was  : 
that  morning  consumed  by  fire.  We  crossed  the 
river  in  a canoe,  and  swam  our  horses;  also  at  , 
Vermillion.  * * * Friday  morning  we 

crossed  the  Sandusky  river;  swam  our  horses  by 
a canoe;  found  the  chiefs  had  arrived  from  the 
up[ier  town  on  the  way  to  the  treaty  about  sell- 
ing their  land.  Here  I met  the  Rev.  James 
Hughes.  We  spoke  to  Tarhe,  or  Crane,  and 
Walk  -in-the-water,  about  time  for  preaching,  and 
went  to  Barnet’s,  or  De-un-quot’s,  house  and 
took  dinner,  and  then  returned  to  Mr.  Whitaker's. 
Barnet  appears  with  the  meekness  of  a Christian,  | 
and  is  really  an  amiable  man.  ""  * Tues-  ; 

day,  the  25th,  we  rode  through  the  Maumee  ' 
swamp,  about  thirty-six  miles,  and  lodged  in  the  i 
woods.  Wednesday  we  forded  the  Maumee;  got  i 
breakfast  at  a French  house  and  rode  down  to  ' 
the  outlet  of  Swan  creek.  Fort  Industry,  where 
the  Indian  agent,  Mr.  Jouet,  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Connecticut  Fire  Land  Company,  ; 
and  the  chiefs  of  eight  different  tribes  of  Indians,  ' 
were  in  council  about  selling  and  buying  land.”  ' 
Here,  Mr.  Badger  gave  the  Wyandots  a long  | 
temperance  talk,  after  which  Crane,  their  head 
<^hief,  made  a short  speech,  and  told  them  to  ; 
'■lake  up  their  minds  what  they  would  do.  In 
about  half  an  hour  the  old  chief  replied;  “ Father,  ; 
you  have  told  us  the  truth;  we  thank  you. 
t'athcr,  we  have  all  agreed  to  use  no  more  ardent  ■ 
•spirits.”  Mr.  Badger  adds:  “ I lived  with  them  ■ 
about  four  years  after  this,  and  I saw  or  knew  of 
hut  one  man  drunk  in  that  time.  It  broke  up  ! 
^he  trailers  so  that  they  left  them."  j 

Judge  Jacob  Burnet,  of  Cincinnati,  who  was 


a practicing  lawyer  under  the  old  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment, and  came  out  to  Detroit  once  a year  to 
attend  court,  after  Wayne  county  was  established 
in  1796,  says:  “ On  one  of  the  journeys  of  the 
court  and  bar  to  Detroit,  we  arrived  at  the  Ot- 
tawa town,  on  the  .Auglaize,  about  the  middle  of 
the  day,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  remain 
there  until  the  next  morning.  Blue  Jacket,  the 
Shawnee  chief,  resided  at  that  village,  but  was 
then  absent.  The  party,  however,  were  received 
very  kindly  by  the  venerable  Delaware  chief, 
Bukongehelas,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon, got  up  a game  of  foot  ball,  in  the  true 
aboriginal  style,  for  the  amusement  of  his  guests. 

“The  contending  parties  arranged  themseh'es 
in  the  center  of  the  lawn,  the  men  on  one  side 
and  the  w'omen  on  the  other,  each  party  facing 
the  goal  of  their  opponents.  The  side  which 
should  succeed  in  driving  the  ball  through  the 
stakes  at  the  goal  of  their  adversaries  were  to 
receive  a purse,  to  be  divided  among  them.  The 
contest  continued  about  an  hour,  with  great  ani- 
mation and  with  various  prospects  of  success,  but 
was  finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  fair  sex,  by 
the  herculean  strength  of  a mammoth  squaw, 
who  got  the  ball  and  held  it  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  the  men  to  shake  it  from  the  grasp  of  her 
uplifted  hand,  till  she  approached  the  goal  to 
throw  it  through  the  stakes.” 

The  party  spent  the  night  very  pleasantly  in 
the  village,  and  in  the  morning  resumed  their 
journey.  On  their  outward  trip  they  took  the 
route  bv  Dayton,  Picpia,  Loramies,  St.  Mary's 
and  the  Ottawa  town  on  the  Auglaize,  and  from 
thence  down  that  river  to  Defiance;  thence  to 
the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  and  thence  by  River 
Raisin  (the  old  name  of  Monroe,  Mich.),  to 
Detroit.  But  on  their  return  from  Detroit  they 
crossed  the  Maumee  ri\er  at  Roche  de  Boeuf,  by 
the  advice  of  Black  Beard,  who  lived  in  that 
neighborhood,  and  with  whom  the  party  break- 
fasted. As  a matter  of  precaution,  they  hired 
his  son  to  accompany  them  in  the  capacity  of  a 
guide.  He  led  them  through  a succession  of  wet 
prairies,  over  some  of  which  it  was  impossible  to 
ride,  and  it  was  with  great  ilifficulty  they  were 
able  to  lead  or  drive  their  horses  through  the 
deep  mud  which  surrounded  them  on  all  sides. 
After  two  days  and  a half  of  incessant  toil  and 
difficulty,  they  arrived  at  the  same  village  in 
which  they  had  been  so  kindly  treated,  and  so- 
much  amused  on  their  outward  trip. 

To  their  great  mortification  and  ilisappoint- 
rnent  they  were  informed  that  Blue  Jacket  had 
returned  from  Cincinnati  a day  or  two  before 
with  a large  (]uantity  of  whiskey,  and  that  hi- 
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people  were  on  a high  frolic.  This  information 
was  soon  confirmed  by  the  discovery  that  the 
whole  village,  male  and  female,  was  drunk. 
The  party,  however,  were  received  with  great 
kindness,  but  it  was  manifestly  impossible  to 
remain  in  the  village,  and  the  only  alternative 
was  to  proceed  on  their  journey.  ' 

From  these  statements  of  cotemporary  wit- 
nesses, among  the  Indians,  the  reader  can  form  an 
estimate  of  the  general  condition,  circumstances, 
location  and  numbers  of  our  Indian  predecessors, 
just  prior  to,  and  at  the  time  of,  the  coming  of, 
the  whites.  The  great  body  of  these  were  Ot- 
tawas,'"'  though  individuals  and  bands  of  other 
tribes  were  mingled  with  them,  and  the  \^’’yandots 
shared  in  the  use  of  their  hunting  grounds.  They 
were  scattered  along  the  Maumee;  mostly  on  the 
north  side,  along  the  rapids,  because  the  country 
was  drier  and  more  open,  from  the  bay  to  De- 

* The  Chippewas.  the  Pottawatarnies  and  Cttawas  were  originally  one 
nation.  [Speech  of  Ottawa  chief  at  treaty  at  Chicago.  — Drake,  Book 

V,  p.  P.'O.j 


fiance,  and  on  the  Auglaize  and  Blanchard.  Their 
corn  and  truck  patches  were  frequent,  too,  on 
Bean  creek.  Swan  creek,  and  the  smaller  tributa- 
ries. Occasionally  camps  for  hunting  and  sugar- 
making were  found  on  the  Portage  and  its 
branches,  and  at  other  isolated  points  favorable 
to  the  Indian  mode  of  life. 

The  greatest  blight  on  the  race,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  the  missionaries  of  that  time, 
was  whiskey  and  the  conjurors.  The  latter  were 
cunning  charlatans,  who  pretended  to  have  com- 
munication and  influence  with  both  good  and  evil 
spirits.  By  this  means  these  impostors  gained 
great  influence  among  their  superstitious,  ignorant 
brethren.  This  power  they  used  for  their  own 
selfish  ends,  and  nearly  always  to  the  detriment 
and  injury  of  the  tribes.  They  were  not  unlike 
their  congeners,  the  “Messiahs  " and  ghost 
dancers,  of  a later  day,  among  the  Dakota  tribes 
in  the  Northwest,  and  no  less  potential  for  mis- 
j chief. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Treaty  of  Ft.  Indosthv  (Toledo  now) — Tradei{s  attracted  to  the  AIal.mee — First 
Survey,  lSO-5 — Major  A.mos  Spafford,  Wood  County’s  first  Permanent  Settler- 
Pioneer  Civil  Officer  in  Maumee  Country — Treaties  of  Detroit  and  Brownstown 


The  rapid  advancement  of  civilization  in  the 
new  country  now  warranted  the  United 
States  Government  in  making  fresh  acquisi- 
tions, especially  as  the  State  of  Connecticut 
desired  to  secure  possession  of  that  part  of  her 
lands  lying  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  river.  Accord- 
ingly, on  July  II,  i<So5,  a treaty,  the  si.xth  relat- 
ing to  Ohio,"  was  made  at  Ft.  Industry  (now 
Toledo),  with  the  Wyandot,  Ottawa,  Chip- 
pewa, Munsee,  Delaware,  Shawnee  and  Potta- 
watamie  tribes,  for  the  purchase  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  Connecticut  Reserve.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  this  tract  e.xtended  west  120 
miles  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  what  is  now 
the  west  line  of  Huron  and  Erie  counties,  but 
the  Indian  title,  by  the  Greenville  Treaty,  had 
only  been  acquired  as  far  west  as  the  Cuyahoga 
river  (Cleveland).  Beyond  that  river  the  Con- 
necticut people  could  not  go.  That  State  had 
bargained  away  some  of  this  fine  tract,  and  was 
very  an.xious  to  buy  out  the  Infiian's  rights.  So 

•This  treaty  is  known  as  the  Treaty  of  Ft.  Industry. 


the  United  States  made  the  treaty,  and  Connect- 
icut and  her  land  companies  furnished  the  money 
to  pay  the  Indians,  and  had  the  proceeds  arisi'w 
from  the  subsequent  sales,  but  no  jurisdictioi. 
over  the  territory.  There  was  considerable  op- 
position among  the  Indians  as  there  would  natur- 
ally be  where  there  are  so  many  partners  ir 
a large  transaction.  But  after  much  wranglimj. 
many  talks,  much  persuasion,  many  promises 
and  presents,  the  deal  was  made  and  the  trcat\ 
duly  signed  up. 

The  treaty,  while  it  did  not  directly  affect  it. 
was  of  great  advantage  to  the  Maumee  Country 
which,  with  some  superior  advantages  along  wid- 
its  drawbacks,  was  being  held  back  while  other 
parts  of  the  State  were  being  settled;  still  the- 
gradual  advances  of  the  lines  of  settlement  g O‘' 
hope  for  the  future. 

Renewed  life  sprung  up  now  in  the  Wester 
I Reserve,  ami  emigrants  began  to  pour  in  ah  ', 
j the  lake,  west  of  Cleveland.  Ship  builders  beg.i' 
to  find  occupation  in  constructing  boats,  at  th' 


<■! 


V‘ft' 


Mm 


U'li 


St  ' 

rye 


t(  •>.  I ‘inkvn;.a  ;bn«  f>?y ai<4  ««  Jii*  Hjjfrf  » ho  y|ij<K«'  ‘ 

""  Jvffn  ;n.<»  i 'Jmlf  ltd'  m»o».SS  ' 

.1  ,OfV  VjkfR.n  >/H  b«A  }|>a^  ««'^?  »»«>«  I 4flwti^  f«v/  -^{orf-jv 


i",<i>«  hna  ijfidii.ij  to)  ?j<^in&o  yJhj\Mkj£xiO  .i»h'3 ‘.;  j<isrt»  othvi/ 

-1.  ,‘ui.  .>^;.rir/I  nu  3ii:v»  esw  ir  ,ve->nb^,! 

•j/.t-t  j.'  ' ,t  '*fu.t,|  >t-},;|.  :;;  ,nWh.  j>  '. . iif/if «nwrf«'  'tHn-  viiJ  foe  ,t»sti(ljV  «f 

ftiii  )«.i  jhodj  /jsil>«!  &4j  rd  ^ ap  fjsaocnq  <?i 

Ml  .t.--ri.r  .•■  . • .(.!  no  iifH  I -9iw  IrM^ 

:,iU'T  !0.n  ,.  lo  vno(f)ii*?aJ  ) «* r>b)»&3  .^tiJ  ^i4bp'r 

T ’ ’ ':  ' f ■’!' ,‘ . , mirhah  :wfi  V> 

)■  l'  - I*  y>b(i;#3  t Kj  i.ll/r  .l:ni;jBl7B4o  gjiww  j'  , 3^^<^1''*  ns(bjjfo 

I uir.  |jrw,.o  fijo,,,  (Jjiw -.van^juM.-ji  }jnfi  nij'm-j,i\rhii  ■ ,io  ^niinoo  Jo.aij-iij  Ij?  6W>^J  lohq  JRti{' 
.M.t.y  ^rlOTroq.,.:  ^ci.;3fn  V/I  .gAn.»|?  ~jO  3-iSy/  |t> . 

'.!■  ,^..1)57^!?  ^{i^R•  4}iJ^br/ibrti  (^S{uotil  ^.sfiv/si'  '' 

' ■ ’?•  ^ iv//r.ti  difiT  (Tvirfj»i^  j.  ijhibnfl-^V/ t.(<l  iwK  sffWfj  bslj^«t<h  oiowa-Kih^^^^^ 

/..'•iant7)L  ;>rfj  oJ  ^(hc^n  l,««  ; VwiT  i scli  <»«  ' 


_ _ ,<sik.v.iijwi»  I -»tj  oj  Yen  a.'jf 

m7t  7.;.1  on  hn,^  dawrfho:?,  m 

I a*i  (>»» 


.HV  yiSTHAHO 


. 'I'*; 


«»i  mn 

TT'W 


J/J4  ■ ;-fa-T  or  ustsajitta.  MtUstiT^  ona.wti  "'.T'^'M-ito  yta»«T, 

-.'.  TurT,.*-  rKazAKiu*]  r'vrzu«?^  oooV/  'nno-iAiAna  .tflp^/v  '|&^AiWciiOSi  ^^.svAya' 

wu-ia  u>iA  riOMTsa  -30  faiTAjjRT— yj«Tv;\i)!»f>  aiiktjaM 


. ■ ‘1.  • - -i,'-;.  .'.  .-My  •,<i;7^  i V'  ''  ' ', 

M(tr  {J.nr>TJbrii  ^ibiicu  {HjJmU  f>rf#  ortVm 

•if*.  ^ir>i  .4u ..  t^—V r..*.  A • ! ..#•  1 ' ’.  "\ 


,100d02«j,ll0j 

idif  1<J  r<s»^  ' fo  3^iuM8  03  bsvsah'-.  L 

' -biooaA  arij'  i<j  iswf  gaivl  ebiial  ■ •■''£*'fv,  J>': 


, — — ^ ~ -r  , 

jidiil-tLisnor/  &'6v,»  si'jflT"'  -‘noljTidi  lavo 
' dBf;  bluow  »7')d)  sc-3n4)bnT  aijj  |notn« 

“ c'ijidTBq  ',^/iftcp  03  y‘i£  93‘‘f^3  aisrfv/  ctd  'jlJc 


- - , - v-r  , iiJW  B vM 

i.^iH.!// ri3ir;.n  lii^h  iud  .noiJofsfciisiif  s;^irI  a : wobV  JH  iX  9hjsmr  aa^  *.oid0  oi  sdi  ^ ^ 

MMncr.q  vru^ni  .nofSiJuetsq  rfoorn  , gills j {UAm  , -<jrfD  ,tm^iO  dim  ‘^JobotoT^ 

■Mr,:.9.ifbaM  9b£,n  itrm  teal  ».1)  .«iiiMs,iq  fa^i;  j Uwdq^'fj 


'.  ) iiffls  vhoslih  ion  bib  .' 

-r  .•.’^.t'v  •'^XT^,  wum^.ia;7  iiifci./  .Kinj  Tsni  oa73gni-jrfl<^' 

Mfif  ay«Jj^«vbelol^^w3u^;  omot  diw  ^rbjijw  f Wtt(f  gr,t|^w  0 arM  sm'^x^ansS  ^di  iPm)  e»lfo , 

w//  has.  lo  fwtil. 

■ iw  Uijg  fbaliiaa  pmd  &ii>w  &3iiiei»ffisk  eliArj-f  bitd  jiikmT 
' •5Jfi9fTi3Ui»8  lo*$ml  aril  io e^oasvbs  ‘ «» 

ft,  , . -owid)  oriJ  lol  SKiofl  -not?  jill  i5m  Jii<3  itsyri ' H:  -f  M 

-'Kf.^  ni  naoq  >>J  niiy3U'?iinat*4im»  fin*  .a'Waenll  tj'  jsijw  bna 

.bhAla'/ab  Jo  ta>w  aI  ArfJ  o3  'iriiriah  g'ncM 
'la  .il*o(i  ^n'Hamimco  —3^ 


..•j!  >*  I 


J ’pfqOacj  ihoilg^jR"# 


woon  COUNTV,  OHIO. 


31 


ijlN-rcnt  towns,  for  the  increasing  lake  commerce, 
i K'kjioil,  Erie,  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo,  soon  had 
visiting  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Huron,  San-  I 
.ki  'kv  Ikiy.  Maumee  Bay.  Conneaut  and  other  lake 

j,  -ints.  The  Maumee  Bay,  or  the  country  about 
ihc  ICipids  of  the  Maumee,  was  one  of  the  most 
..ttr.iclne  points  because  of  its  large  fur  trade. 
The  >daumee  was  at  this  time  occupied,  especially 
m winter,  by  Indians  from  its  head-waters  to  the 

k. kc.  Ttie  Foot  of  the  Rapids  was  the  head  of 
:.:i\ igation.  To  this  point  the  traders  shipped 
tlifir  goods.  From  here  they  were  hauled,  or 
p.icked,  to  the  head  of  the  Rapids  and  thence  by 
pirogues  or  canoes  taken  to  Ft.  Wayne. 

That  was  a great  distributing  point  for  a large 
scope  of  country,  even  to  the  ^^Mbash  and  M’hite 
!i\ers.  The  Fort  was,  as  late  as  1822,  in  charge 
of  an  army  officer,  with  a small  garrison;  and 
collected  about  it  were  the  log  huts  of  the  trad- 
iTs,  and  a motley  population  of  Indians  and 
('.madians,  half-breeds  or  “Canucks.”  These 
Canucks,  who  could  speak  the  Indian  tongue, 
were  employed  by  the  traders  to  transport  goods 
on  pack-ponies  to  distant  points.  Two  bo.xes, 
or  parcels,  of  goods,  about  equally  balanced,  were 
placed  on  the  pack-saddle,  like  a sack  with  a jug 
in  each  end.  In  the  center  between  the  two 
packs  was  a keg  of  whiskey,  some  bags  of  shot, 
pigs  of  lead  for  making  bullets,  or  a batch  of 
steel  traps.  When  this  stuff  was  traded  out  the 
Canadian  voyageur  would  return  to  the  trader 
with  a load  of  furs,  which  in  turn  found  its  way 
down  the  Maumee  in  the  returning  boats.  The 
goods  supplied  by  these  traders  consisted  of  red 
cloth  and  blankets,  guns,  hatchets,  tobacco, 
•.\hiskey,  paint,  hawk’s  bells,  powder,  lead,  shot, 
heads,  ribbons,  rings,  brooches,  kettles,  leather, 
blades,  etc. 

1 he  subordinate  traders  and  Canucks  who 
conducted  these  pack  trains  from  the  post  were 
generally  a rough,  uncouth,  intractable  lot,  some-  i 
tunes  but  little  in  advance  of  the  savages.  A 
coat  made  of  a blanket,  or  smoked  deer-skin,  a 
•'kin  cap,  if  they  wore  any  head  covering,  with 
deer  leather  leggins  and  moccasins,  comprised 
their  dress,  and  a rifie,  hatchet  and  knife,  their 
equipment  for  guarding  the  goods  and  getting 
tlieir  meat  in  the  forest,  as  they  traveled  from 
place  to  place.  While  wholly  unschooled  in  the 
politer  forms  of  civilized  society  or  customs,  these 
•"Ugh,  swarthy  men  were  brave  and  nearly  al- 
’••ays  trustworthy.  The  per  cent  of  peculation 
'■•as  less  than  under  the  more  polished  surround- 

of  later  years. 

Hu;  demands  of  this  extensive  traffic  and  the 
I ‘'ovisions,  and  other  supplies  of  the  traders,  and 


their  clerks,  reejuired  a transportation  line  along 
the  Maumee,  long  before  the  land  came  into 
market  or  the  axe  of  the  pioneer  was  heard  in  the 
bordering  forests  and  fertile  valleys. 

Another  thing  occurred  this  same  year,  1805, 
which  we  should,  in  speaking  of  the  actual  first 
coming  of  the  white  men  to  the  present  territory 
of  Wood  county,  make  a note  of.  In  that  year 
Elias  Glover,  United  States  Deputy  Surveyor, 
arrived  with  his  corps  of  assistants,  and  run  out 
and  marked  the  exterior  subdivision  and  meander 
lines  of  the  U.  S.  Reserve  of  twelve  miles  square. 
[Resurveyed  between  1816  and  1824  by  Joseph 
Wampler  and  William  Brookfield,  as  is  m.ore 
fully  explained  in  the  chapter  on  Public  Lands, 
Surveys,  etc.]  It  will  be  remembered  that  among 
the  blocks  or  reservations  of  land,  kept  for  the 
United  States,  by  Gen.  Wayne,  when  he  made 
the  Greenville  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  there  was 
one  large  one,  twelve  miles  square,  at  the  Rapids 
of  the  Maumee;  also  the  proviso  was  made  that 
i when  the  United  States  got  ready  to  survey  the 
boundary  lines  of  any  of  these  reser\'ations,  that 
the  chiefs  and  head-men  of  the  tribes  should  be 
notified  so  that  the\-  could  be  present  and  see 
that  it  was  properly  done,  etc.  The  northeast 
corner  of  this  reserve,  as  surveyed  by  Glover, 
stands  in  the  city  of  Toledo;  the  southeast  corner 
is  identical  with  the  present  southeast  corner  of 
Perrysburg  township;  thence  west  on  the  section 
line,  passing  a little  north  of  the  village  of  Hull 
Prairie,  and  crossing  the  lower  half  of  Station 
Island,  in  the  Maumee,  the  southwest  corner  is  a 
few  rods  west  of  the  river,  in  Lucas  county. 
Twelve  miles  north  of  that  is  the  northwest  cor- 
ner, thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning  in  the 
city  of  Toledo,  completes  the  boundary.  Of 
this  tract  of  92, 160  acres,  a trifle  less  than  half  is 
within  the  present  bounds  of  Wood.  It  '.vas,  as 
previously  noticed,  the  first  land  the  United 
States  acquired  title  to  here,  and  one  of  the  direct 
results  of  Wayne’s  battle  and  treaty.  The  title 
to  this  reserve  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  that 
treaty,  and  the  size  of  the  reserve,  and  the  tenacity 
with  which  Wayne  insisted  on  having  this  block 
of  land,  shows  the  important  views  he  had  con- 
cerning the  Maumee  Rapids  and  \icinity.  The 
field  notes  of  these  surveys  are  interesting  in  two 
ways;  first,  in  showing  the  important  mill  sites, 
and  the  estimate  the  surveyors  gave  of  the  coun- 
try, its  forests,  soil,  water,  etc.  ; second,  in  being 
the  first  official,  undeniable  evitience  left  on  record 
of  a white  man  making  in  what  is  now  Wood 
county  an}'  permanent  improvement.  In  fact 
there  is  no  evidence  that,  previous  to  that  date, 
a white  man  hail  even  caniped  on  Wood  county 
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soil.  When  the  surveyors  bej^an  to  drive  stakes 
and  blaze  lines  there  was  an  actual  beginning. 

This  was  not  nearly  all.  Among  those  who 
came  in  that  pioneer  work  was  a man  to  whose 
memory  belongs  the  honor  of  being  the  first  per- 
manent settler  of  what  is  now  Wood  county ; who 
acquired  the  first  title  to  land  and  built  his  cabin 
on  it.  In  the  party  of  New  Englanders  who 
came  down  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  in 
1796,  and  landed  at  Conneaut,  was  Amos  Spaf- 
ford.  Later  we  hear  of  his  being  at  Cleveland, 
when  the  survey  was  made.  In  1 805  he  came 
with  the  surveyors  to  the  Maumee  Rapids.  He 
did  not  become  a resident  at  that  time,  but  was 
favorably  impressed  with  the  country,  and  doubt- 
less then  chose  the  location  where  he  afterward 
settled  with  his  family.  [For  account  of  the 
Spafford  Farm,  refer  to  Index. ] 

On  the  north  side  of  the  river,  above  the  site 
of  old  F'ort  Miami,  Col.  John  Anderson,  a Scotch 
trader,  had  a small  establishment,  and  there  were 
two  or  three  transient  French  traders  along  the 
Rapids.  At  Fort  Industry,  Toledo,  there  was  a 
trader,  or  a sort  of  garrison  sutler  at  the  fort. 
It  will  be  remembered  that,  under  the  treaty,  no 
one  could  establish  themselves  in  trade,  among 
the  Indians,  without  a license,  or  permit,  from 
the  United  States. 

The  British  traders  at  Detroit,  when  Wayne 
came  to  take  possession,  in  1796,  very  adroitly 
shifted  their  establishments  to  Malden,  on  the 
Canada  side  of  the  river,  and,  by  every  possible 
inducement,  tried  to  get  the  Indians  to  bring 
their  furs  across  the  river  to  trade.  In  this  way 
they  held  a good  share  of  the  trade  for  a long 
time;  but  the  American  traders  were  pretty  enter- 
prising, and  kept  sub-agents  and  traders  traveling 
among  the  Indians,  during  the  buying  season,  or, 
as  was  often  the  case,  located  in  their  midst,  and 
who  lived  almost  as  the  savages  did. 

Before  we  make  note  of  the  little  column  of 
white  settlers,  now  titnidly  advancing  in  the  dis- 
tance, let  us  make  note,  in  their  order,  of  two 
other  events  that  brought  a rift  of  light  in  the 
dark  cloud  so  long  hanging  heavily  over  the  Mau- 
mee Country. 

Detroit  Treaty. — At  Detroit,  in  1S07,  Gov. 
William  Hull,  of  Michigan  Territory,  acting  for 
the  United  States,  made-  a treaty  with  the  Otta- 
was,  Chippewas,  Pottawatamies  and  Wyandots, 
for  a large  tract  of  land,  which  fortunately 
included  the  territory  in  Ohio,  lying  north  of 
the  Maumee,  as  far  west  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Auglaize.  This  was  not  much,  to  be  sure,  but  it 
began  to  let  daylight  into  the  long  benighted 
Maumee  Country. 


Treaty  of  Broienstoien. — One  year  later,  on 
November  25,  1808,  another  treaty,  at  Browns- 
town,  with  the  same  tribes,  and  the  Shawnees  in 
addition,  laid  the  basis  for  the  Maumee  and  West- 
ern Reserve  road,  for  years  the  most  important, 
most  traveled,  and,  we  might  add,  the  worst  high- 
way in  this  part  of  Ohio,  if  not  in  the  world.  This 
cession  from  the  tribes  gave  a roadway  1 20  feet 
wide,  direct  from  the  F'ootof  the  Rapids,  through 
what  is  now  Fremont,  to  the  east  side  of  Sandusky 
county  (the  west  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve  -, 
and  one  mile  of  land,  each  side  of  the  roadway, 
to  help  pay  for  building  the  road.  This  route  is 
nearly  in  the  same  course  of  the  old  trail,  for- 
merly used  by  the  French,  and  afterward  by  the 
English,  in  their  expeditions,  by  lanti,  between 
Detroit  and  the  Ohio;  only  their  trail  kept  on 
the  higher  ground  along  the  route,  thus  often 
deviating  from  a straight  course.  This  liberal 
provision  assured  a public  highway,  Virtuallv, 
i from  Detroit  to  the  growing  settlements  of  the 
I Reserve,  and  farther  east,  by  the  south  shore  of 
i Lake  Erie;  also  a path  for  the  eastern  emigrants 
j to  the  fine  lands  of  southern  Michigan,  northern 
I Indiana,  and  to  the  southern  end  of  Lake  Michi- 
I gan,  where  Chicago  has  since  grown  up. 

I The  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  then  recognized  as 
the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Maumee,  stood  in 
high  estimation  as  a point  of  future  commercial 
importance.  It  gave  most  promise  of  all  loca- 
tions in  the  wilderness  at  the  head  of  Lake  Erie. 

Following  the  treaties  just  mentioned,  occa- 
sional white  squatters  began  to  locate  at  the 
Foot  of  the  Rapids.  And  now  arises  the  trouble- 
some query  of  who  was  the  first  white  settler  on 
the  Maumee  t There  are  no  records  by  which 
to  answer  this  question,  and  all  who  could  tell 
I have  long  since  passed  off  the  stage  of  life.  F'ur- 
j thermore,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  consti- 
I tutes  a settler  in  this  sense.  If  building  a cabin. 

! cultivating  the  soil  and  trafficking  with  the  In- 
! dians  maae  a man  a settler,  some  of  the  traders 
might  be  entitled  to  the  honor.  \Vhen  Wayne 
swooped  down  on  the  Maumee  Indians,  in  1794. 
Col.  John  Anderson,  British-lndian  agent,  at  the 
time,  had  a little  trading  establishment,  and  a 
garden  andcorn  field  above  P'ort  Miami.  Wayne's 
followers  devoured  the  Colonel's  roasting  ears,  and 
destroyed  everything  outside  the  fort.  Old  Andy 
Race,  with  the  victorious  army,  and  later  a set- 
tler, and  who  believed  that  ' ‘ Mad  .\nthon\’  " could 
do  anything,  not  actually  forbidden  by  Omnipo- 
tent Power,  used  to  sa_\'  that  Wayne  would  ha\s 
! stormed  the  fort,  and  destroyed  that,  too,  oul} 

I that  he  ran  otit  of  whiske_\'  that  morning.  How- 
I ever  this  ma\  have  been,  Antlerson  seems,  f t 
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some  reason,  not  to  have  been  seriously  inter- 
fered with  when  the  United  States  took  posses- 
sion. The  Missionary,  David  Bacon,  says  (year 
1802);  “Mr.  Anderson,  a respectable  trader, 
was  at  Fort  Miami,  and  was  opposed  to  selling 
whiskey  to  the  Indians.”  This  would  indicate 
that  Anderson,  who  was  at  Miami  at  the  time  of 
the  battle,  1794,  and  was  yet  there  in  1802,  had 
been  a permanent  resident  for  at  least  eight 
years.  Mr.  Anderson  afterward  lived  at  Monroe, 
Mich.  B.  Beaugrand.  Gabriel  Godfrey,  and 
one  or  tvvo  other  Frenchmen,  were  traders  on  the 
north  side,  in  1805,  when  the  United  States  sur- 
veyors were  at  the  Rapids.  But  the  French  set- 
tlement proper  was  down  opposite  Manhattan. 
Another  early  trader,  by  the  nathe  of  Court- 
manche,  made  transient  trips  through  the  valley. 

It  looks  as  though  Col.  Anderson,  with  his 
corn-field,  garden  and  store,  was  best  entitled  to  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  settler.  The  first  comers 
were  in  fact  all  squatters,  and  in  a sense  transient 
occupants.  The  title  to  the  honor,  however,  is 
not  so  clear  as  to  bar  other  claimants.  Among 
the  first  Americans  was  James  Carlin,  Govern- 
ment blacksmith  to  the  Indians,  who  came  from 
the  River  Raisin  in  November,  1S07.  Removed 
first  from  Auburn,  N.  Y. , to  Erie,  Penn.;  then 
came  up  the  lake  to  Detroit.  The  Ewings,  Races, 
Carters,  David  Hull,  Daniel  Purd\-,  and  some 
others  came  in  rhe  year  1807.  Several  French 
families,  the  Mominees,  Peltiers,  La  Points  and 
others  were  there  in  1807.  The  years  180S  and 
1809  brought  a number  more  families,  Americans 
and  French,  the  latter  mostly  from  Detroit  and 
the  Raisin.  They  were  the  avant-couriers  of  the 
great  population  which  has  since  taken  posses- 
sion of  every  acre  of  this  vast  domain.  Like  the 
scouts  and  skirmishers  in  the  advance  of  a great 
army,  they  cautiously  felt  their  way  ahead,  and 
the  main  army  followed  and  took  up  the  bur- 
den of  the  battle.  Gradually  the  settlement  in- 
creased. 

In  1810,  Amos  Spafford,  previously  men- 
tioned, with  his  family,  settled  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  He  held  a commission  as  collector 
of  the  Port  of  Miami,  Erie  District.  In  June,  of 
the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  and 
the  settlement  had  the  convenience  of  mail  every 
two  weeks.  Benoni  .Vdarns  was  carrier  from 
Cleveland  to  the  Rapids,  the  round  trip,  made 
usually  on  foot,  because  there  was  no  road 
through  the  swamp,  occupying  sometimes  two 
Weeks.  Miami  was  the  onlv  post  office  on  th.e 
route,  between  Cle\eland  and  Chicago,  then 
I'ort  Dearborn,  e.xccpt  River  Raisin  (Monroe). 
Major  Spafford's  first  rjuarterly  report,  as  collect-  i 


or,  showed  the  e.xport  value  of  goods,  furs,  skins 
and  bear's  oil,  to  be  $5,640.85.  Here  was  the 
beginning  of  civil  government  on  the  Maumee. 
Amos  Spafford  was  the  pioneer  officer,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  civil  authority ; date  1810.  He  was,  too, 
the  first  pioneer  to  build  his  cabin,  and  begin  a 
permanent  abode,  in  w'hat  is  now  Wood  county. 
The  land  he  first  squatted  upon,  and  made  im- 
provements on,  he  afterward  paid  for,  and  there 
he  died  in  1817.  He  was  the  first  man  who 
possessed  title,  from  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, to  Wood  county  soil,  his  patent  being 
signed  by  James  Monroe,  as  related  in  the  chapter 
on  Land  Titles. 

In  this  same  year,  1810,  some  New  Yorkers 
and  Pennsylvanians  came  from  Buffalo,  and  a 
party  of  them  landed  from  the  schooner,  where 
Port  Clinton  is,  to  take  a look  at  the  countr}-. 
Andrew  Race,  who  was  with  them,  on  his  return 
to  the  Maumee,  with  his  brothers  Bob  and  Dave, 
piloted  the  party  tlirough.  Beside  the  Races 
were  Jesse  Skinner,  Cyrus  Hitchcock,  Daniel 
Murray,  Samuel  Merritt,  and  some  others.  Most 
of  the  party  selected  locations,  and  then  some 
went  back  east.  Skinner  selected  what  is  since 
River  Tract  50,  *at  and  below  the  south  end  of  the 
present  Waterville  bridge.  One  of  the  Ewings 
had  previously  located  three  miles  below,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  river,  aiid  a Erenchman,  a sort 
of  trader,  named  Peter  Lumbar,  had  a squatter's 
shanty  near  the  mouth  of  Tontogany  creek, 
nearly  opposite  the  Ottawa  Indian  village.  B\' 
these  gradual  accretions  the  settlement  grew, 
numbering  in  the  spring  of  18 1 2 about  seventy 
families.  All  were  along  the  river  on  both  sides, 
except  one  of  the  Ewings,  Samuel  H.,  Daniel 
Murray,  and  one  other  family,  who  located  at 
Monclova,  where  Ewing  built  a dam  on  Swan 
creek,  and  had  commenced  constructing  a saw- 
mill. 

The  settlers  had  already  begun  to  test  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  soil  by  planting  islands,  and 
rich  bottoms,  in  grain  and  vegetables,  .\fter  the 
first  crop,  there  were  no  longer  doubts  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  soil.  The  yield  was  enormous: 
none  had  ever  seen  better.  Another  great  yield, 
not  so  gratifying,  came  in  the  fall  season — the 
Maumee  fever  and  ague.  This  miserv  came 
right  from  the  start,  but  was  not  considered  dan- 
gerous after  the  first  year  and  a season  of  accli- 
mation. Still,  with  hardships,  exposure  and  the 
prevailing  fever,  a number  of  those  first  settlors 
lost  their  lives. 

The  spring  of  1812  was  an  eventful  one.  not 

• The  river  triicis  were  not  siirveye.l  as  such  by  Glover  in  but  at 

the  re-survey,  in  lMt>.  by  Wampler 
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only  on  the  Maumee,  but  in  the  world’s  history. 
Europe  was  trembling  beneath  the  tread  of  the 
gigantic  armies  of  Napoleon,  marching  to  the 
Russian  frontier.  Ominous  war  clouds  darkened 
the  horizon  of  all  Europe,  and  lowered  threaten- 
ingly over  the  United  States.  The  hopeful. 


embr}’0  settlement  at  the  Maumee  had  planted 
their  crops,  and  the  islands  and  bottoms  were 
verdant  with  the  promise  of  a bountiful  harvest, 
when  all  their  hopes  were  blasted  by  events, 
which  will  be  described  in  the  next  succeeding 
chapters. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


War  of  1812 — Arrivai.  of  Gex.  Hull’s  xVrmv  at  the'  Maumee  Rarids — Hull’s  “Trace” — 
Surrender  at  Detroit — The  fioxeer  Maumee  Settlemext  araxdoxed  to  the  S.wages. 


Si^ID  Montesquieu,  “Happy  are  the  people  : 
whose  annals  are  a blank.  ” Fortunate, qn-  i 
deed,  would  the  first  iMaurnee  Pioneers  i 
have  been  could  this  part  of  our  story  : 
have  been  a blank  in  their  history. 

About  the  muddle  of  June,  1812,  the  settle- 
ment about  the  Lower  Maumee  Rapids  was  set 
astir  b}'  the  arrival  of  Gen.  William  Hull,  with 
about  two  thousand  troops,  on  his  way  to  De-  . 
troit.  This  column  consisted  of  three  volunteer  . 
regiments,  under  Cols.  Duncan  ^^cArthur,  James 
Finley,  and  Lewis  Cass,  that  had  been  recruited  ^ 
in  southern  Ohio,  mostly  about  Dayton,  Spring- 
field  and  Urbana,  also  a battalion  of  regulars  un-  > 
der  Col.  Boyd.  They  marched  from  Urbana, 
directly  northward,  and  cleft  their  way  through 
the  heavy  forests  from  Champaign  county  to  the  | 
Maumee. 

Congress  had  appointed  Gov.  Hull  brigadier 
general,  and  authorized  the  enlistment  of  this 
force  for  two  causes;  First,  Gov.  W.  H.  Har- 
rison, in  the  Indiana  Territory,  had  been  having 
serious  trouble  with  the  Indians.  Tecumseh, 
with  a band  of  restless  Shawnees,  had  settled  on 
the  Wabash,  with  the  Miamis,  and  with  his  twin  ; 
brother,  Elkswatawa,  better  known  as  the  | 
“ Prophet,”  a brawling,  fanatical  conjurer  and 
medicine  man,  was  “pow-wowing”  the  dissatis- 
fied elements,  in  all  the  tribes,  into  an  aggressive 
league  against  the  whites,  similar  in  some  re- 
spects to  that  of  Pontiac.  Some  of  the  half- 
crazed  Indians  had  already  commenced  depreda- 
tions on  the  settlers,  anti  Indians  who  disbelieved 
in  the  “Prophet"  were  driven  off,  and  insome  in- 
stances put  to  death  for  witchcraft  by  their  over- 
zealous  ignorant  brethren. 

Gov.  Harristjii,  with  the  purpose  of  breaking 
up  the  pow-wow  and  restoring  order,  gathered 


up  what  troops  he  could  and  marched  over  to  the 
‘ ‘ Prophet’s  ” village,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tippe- 
canoe. The  cunning  Indian  came  out  to  meet 
him,  and  professed  great  friendship  and  wanted 
no  war.  A parley  was  arranged  for  the  next  day. 
Harrison  then  went  into  camp  about  a mile  from 
the  Indian  village.  The  next  morning,  before 
daylight,  his  camp  was  assailed,  with  unexampled 
fury,  by  the  “ Prophet’s”  warriors,  and  one  of  the 
most  stubborn  battles  in  Indian  warfare  followed, 
the  whites  losing  nearly  two  hundred  men,  and 
some  of  their  best  officers.  The  savages  were 
beaten  off  finally,  and  their  village  burned;  but  it 
was  evident,  from  this  act  of  treachery,  that 
when  Tecumiseh,  who  was  absent,  returned  from 
his  pilgrimage  among  other  tribes,  he  and 
his  fanatical  brother  would  stir  up  a general  war, 
if  possible.  Hence,  the  Governors  of  both  Mich- 
igan and  Indiana  Territories,  where  a large  portion 
of  the  tribes  were,  began  active  preparations  to 
defend  the  settlements.  This  action,  fought  No- 
vember 7,  1811,  is  known  in  history  as  the  bat- 
tle of  Tippecanoe,  taking  its  name  from  the  creek 
near  where  the  fight  took  place.  The  second 
cause,  for  an  armed  force  at  Detroit,  was  the 
strained  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  Because  of  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen,  and  unredressed  acts  of  injus- 
tice and  overbearing  insolence,  the  United  States 
was  on  the  eve  of  formally  declaring  war  on  Eng- 
land; in  fact,  had  done  so,  when  Hull  was  camped 
at  the  Rapids,  but  there  were  no  telegraphs  or 
railroads  in  1S12,  so  news  went  slow,  and  thi' 
army  was  still  ignorant  of  the  true  situation. 

"To  guard  their  line  of  communications.  Hull  s 
forces,  as  the\'  came  north.,  constructed  I'orts 
Mc.Arthur  in  Hardin  county,  I'indlay  on  the 
Blanchard,  and  a small  stockade  on  the  north. 
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branch  of  the  Portage,  or  Carrying  river,  called 
I'ort  Portage.  These  were  temporary  defenses, 
and  were  garrisoned  with  the  necessary  comple- 
ment of  men  under  subaltern  officers.  The  pres- 
( nee  of  this  military  force  was  a great  relief  to 
the  little  settlement  at  the  Rapids,  as  there  had 
been  a feeling  of  insecurity  since  the  affair  of 
Tippecanoe  the  previous  fall.  This  was  increased 
bv  the  e.xpected  trouble  with  Great  Britain,  and 
the  settlers  prevailed  on  Gen.  Hull  to  also  leave 
them  a small  detail  of  soldiers  for  their  better 
protection. 

Hull’s  army,  after  their  toilsome  march  through 
the  swamp,  in  which  the  water  in  places  reached 
the  saddle  girths  of  the  horses,  enjoyed  three  days 
rest  and  refreshment,  in  their  camp  on  the  river, 
as  only  soldiers  on  the  march  know  how  to  do. 
While  they  are  encamped  there,  let  us  take  a 
fiasty  look  over  the  route  they  came.  It  was 
Wood  county’s  pioneer  road,  and  from  north  to 
south,  the  only  one  for  many  years  after.  It  was 
such  a miserable  e.xcuse  for  a road,  however,  that 
the  early  settlers  did  not  respect  it  with  the  name 
of  road,  but  called  it  “Hull’s  Trace. ” 

Xo  professional  engineering  skill  was  expended 
either  in  its  location  or  construction.  Gen.  Hull 
was  at  Dayton  with  his  little  army,  and  wanted 
to  get  to  Detroit,  so  they  decided  to  advance  to 
LTbana,  and  thence  take  a straight  northerlv 
course.  Instead  of  engineers,  they  employed 
three  expert  woodsmen,  Isaac  Zane,  Robert  Arm- 
■>trong  and  James  McPherson,  as  guides  to  pilot 
the  army  through  the  woods  and  keep  it  from 


,'ftting  lost. 


Zane  and  Armstrong  had  been 


raised  among  the  Indians  from  boyhood,  and 
.McPherson  was  a fur  trader,  familiar  with  the 
country  between  Cincinnati  and  Detroit.  Look- 
nig  over  the  ground  now,  since  it  is  stripped  of 
tlie  forest  and  exposed  to  view,  we  must  own 
that  the  most  skillful  topographical  engineer 
could  scarcely  have  improved  on  the  route 
'■elected  by  those  unlettered  w'oodsmen  without 
Compass  or  chain. 

After  seeing  the  route  marked  out  on  a sec- 
tional map  under  the  careful  guidance  of  some  of 
the^earliest  settlers,  as  Gen.  John  E.  Hunt,  Judge 
nharn  Ewing,  Jacob  Eberly,  Thomas  Cox. 
' ’ihster  Haskins  and  others,  who  were  familiar 
'|ithand  had  traveled  it,  the  “Trace  ” may  be 
in  general  terms  as  follows;  It  entered 
die  county  from  the  south,  on  the  east  part  of 
■'j'Ction  3 5,  in  Plenry  township,  not  far  east 
K'-cky  I-urd  creek,  which  it  followed  north  to 
center  of  Section  19.  Bloom  township,  where 
‘ ‘’"-■'Sed  to  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  near  the 
I re '.cut  bridge,  and  continued  north  between  the 


creek  and  the  Perrysburg  and  Findlay  pike,  to 
the  southeast  corner  of  Section  i,  Henry  town- 
ship, where  it  bore  west  gradually,  about  to  the 
half-section  line,  when  it  continued  nearly  due 
north,  through  the  chain  of  beech  ridges  and 
swails,  to  the  north  branch  of  the  Portage,  or 
Ditch  12,  near  which  point  was  established  the 
stockade  post,  sometimes  called  Fort  Portage. 
Here  the  trail  turned  down  stream,  northeast, 
until  about  eighty  rods  east  of  the  pike,  where  it 
crossed  the  Portage,  and  from  there  lay  nearly 
parallel  with  the  railroad  to  Bowling  Green,  a 
part  of  the  way  on  the  railroad’s  right  of  way. 
The  railroad  track  is  on  top  of  the  old  trace  at 
the  Wooster  street  crossing.  Bowling  Green. 
Passing  north  near  the  old  cemetery  ground,  the 
route  was  almost  direct  to  the  point  of  ridge 
across  the  prairie,  on  the  west  side  of  the  stone 
pike,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Section  13,  Plain. 
Here,  on  the  dry  ground  that  is  sometimes  called 
Terry’s  Corners,  was  a favorite  camping  place, 
with  prairie  grass  convenient  for  grazing  the  oxen 
and  beef  cattle.  From  this  point  the  trace  bore 
away  from  the  pike,  passing  just  west  of  Union 
Hill  cemetery.  Plain  township,  thence  to  the  cor- 
ner of  Section  23,  Middleton  township,  which  it 
crossed  diagonally,  also  Fractional  Sections  15 
and  34,  and  River  Tracts  46,  47  and  48,  striking 
the  Maumee  near  the  ravine,  opposite  the  lower 
end  of  Dodd's  island,  at  River  Tract  49,  thence 
down  the  river,  on  the  most  eligible  ground,  to 
the  “Big  flats,”  where  the  army  camped  and 
crossed  the  river  at  that  point,  when  the  march 
w'as  resumed. 

This  route  is  thus  somewhat  minutely  de- 
scribed for  future  reference,  not  only  because  of 
its  relation  to  one  of  the  unfortunate  historic 
events  of  the  war  of  1812,  but  because  it  was  for 
some  years  a path  for  the  pioneers  to  their  county 
seat  (Urbana,  and,  afterward,  Bellefontaine;.,  and 
also,  in  part,  a United  States  mail  route. 

For  some  of  the  incidents  of  the  march,  and 
the  inglorious  end  of  the  expedition,  and  career 
of  Gen.  Hull,  an  extract  from  the  “ Reminis- 
cerrees  of  Gen.  John  E.  Hunt,”  read  before  the 
Maumee  Valley  Pioneer  Association,  in  Perrys- 
burg, February  22,  1876.  will  prove  instructive 
and  of  interest.  Hunt,  who  went  with  the 
troops,  was  at  that  time  in  his  fifteenth  year,  and 
in  later  years  was  a commissioner  of  Wood 
county.  “In  1812,”  he  says,  “I  was  living 
with  my  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Abraham  Edwards, 
at  Dayton.  He  Iwcame  surgeon-general  of  Hull’s 
army.  Going  out  with  him.  I messed  with  the 
staff  officers  and  dined  at  Gen.  Hull’s  table. 
The  army  left  Dayton  in  the  forepart  of  June. 


leiiosyi 


.-IV, AOvYK 


- O 'Vvi  ■ ',*  T • ' I 
,..lj  ' 


I' 


• <•!(. 
r 


,t: 


r-b-' 

' ! ' . Cf.’}’  ■ 

I ■'’< 

.'■'M  -^irr  !,;>  ■: 

;i 


V'’rii'I  ‘jtfj 

't' 0-)  Jri,\)r{<  ^(!j 

' .■  h-'<vf  .</[■//  ,q:,L 

Jf  n-riv  Kr;.;,/ 

^ K>  (tii.tiu  ‘ff!?  if-.'!  7ii[ 

■ ■'I  '--J  1"  fhvnf!  ff-ivi.  ';.i|j  r>;) 

"'■ii.Jp  kf,,/  Jiiioq  ,:  | n-jj.-fJ 

■>u  '■  } . -daiiisjno?  .rs.  .j 

‘ rifc-jVr  tvn'j!':.  (ito-j  S)fl) 

. -i;s’  orir  lo  Jki.-j  eboi  yiil-iij-  jnuac  Hvt'. 

• ■ brir;  .-r.,or  , ; , 

r.j.  booiiim  r.ib'  tffiv. 

'■  i/'-'Ojfi;’/!  -),|j  r'. , v,i  Jo 

I'i  /•■■!  iuj  ..I  ,.  T^’  iHiC/'di.fi  :i,;T 

d-  ■>;!?  ' 

'M  oq  or!;  ..r  ’ 

• I ..  > j2'.;  J.3i.  r . j t jj.  j 

ijOu.'vqjij  ojci  ! {13:  ^'ni'I.'I 

:q  ‘Jijo  bsd  hri/;  ,' 

''  ,;:.;,<iq  ;.,■/;  n'JOfi 

'■-  I lOj  Jibbi'l/  ,Vt  f; 

. ?■ ' .nt , .-n:  I ’]  Ocii;  'rvl.'i;,  ■ )'ivif.;fb  I, 
j.'  vq.  J XiiVl'ji]  .[;?■?,< 

Ji'.oqu.-,  sd;  -Xis!:.!!  , 

rr,  * idioU.  }'•>  .b,  rj 

’^V*'  m'ij  ny<‘,'-!i 

'■•■q  . b.-=s«v,i7 

’■  , , . .»;;.•■!•.{:%;■•  J sfc  ;/■ 

, ?.,iX 

ion  -.voa-:  isim  7.  } bxln-js 

' ■■.'-.i.s  Off;  ,,}  Vii 

f -'r?  Jo-w  .i,q 

■ifn.unv^hcj  ^-lOvn  vq'.0fn<;tfjji.q  ,5 
-•^V  -roirjnvitsd:.^:  ^hnioT^ju,  J.fn:  Uik 

0 f u ,-ji 

' fj>  ji.i  i)!(JOr! 

■ ' :■•  .J.'h  :<J' fits'-}  o.  li  ?r‘  j 

: .-'Jj.'n  ■•  M 

.u^iO  '.-7 
f-'bf'’:  ■itsmur.l/ 

■ , ■ ,j!“rr,d 

f brifi 


(.■••Hi-  . iUi!,  to  , 

r,  ;„IT  .3^,.n,,i|  ,,* 

® sail  io3„„ 

-Jii  oruiJcb  ri^Jiqe^i  r.iH  Ji;  iwyrnrjiJJOo' ,.ffJil  bill 

.330,r  vJnujyenf  fo  ^ 

o;,  f auorv  ■ ^ 90{i/iD.-xifj;T 

wiii  ,-i^jnff  ?3,'^;0  ilJiv/  aldnuiJ  bal:>fK]x&  ixlj  vri 

x.adi  7V.I 

‘x  (i  - ' r I 

‘ ^ ' ' '■'  >•’  ■■>'.'  .v)f;  >i  itHv/  ai  odi 

c {£1.  aa  ‘rij  /.D/v.Ma  ,-•  - ; .d  vrij  )o  slbb/:^  a, if 

rnvn  u.iiii.)  ,.j  -d  bci6  j*n 

<br  ill  -idj  ffo  si9fblo«  vlxK, 

*?  e;i ‘‘fer  ,970(fi  haqir/iiOi! 'r  9i«  yad*  sUil’// 

f-e//  ,1.  b Jj 


fi  .'  '. 
< r c':',r.i 

-■;■  ,h: "f  ■ 


o ; ’/■' 


'}l  J! 


• i-r 

'el/,  hdj 


• ■J 


: .-'• : ! I 


* I J 

I 


■;  I 

ir- 


■ 1 ■ ? / * 
;:ri  .A  -:■. 


.■I  -ir 

I ’.Ki 
i iJi  , iiin  t 

‘^y  ‘J-Jh'  jr  :li  'J  /4.i;iX  !!.  .','  ' ' 

■•'•'■  ■ 


Un  dina^Vi/j  -bi  (iii>  i,a 

Snivil  ^,v  fo  ,,vruj  ad  ' 

i ti  I-  ' '<;s  tHticaad  aff  rtOJfcU  tc 

‘ . r ,.  ■ 


o1  dnr.i  m:,7.)  i:-.  ' nq'!  &'7Ji»uoq  JjdoV/ 

•*nt , , 0 ' - ' od  .fi  'fd  dv.!'o/a  ajdexi>5uri' s rhiiis 

omy.n  %i,  fi.  Yhua  »di 

f , f , . '.  o .:.fH  j;  l,')ll£^  jufjj  ,bcovlo 

' ;”'V  ’ ' > i. aolu.JOl  2Ji.  ni  iwl Jia 

. o-ffj,  //  t ■•t;  ,q({nu  aJjifI  frtri  ilJiv/.Hot-(cG.  je  ?c// 
■r.J  iOOf  ,n, ' n w.  q^rfi  ..>&  .ihrMof  s^)^  ot 

/iao;!;:.on  Jdqr8a;^.->;  youadl  bnc  ' .wiikJi'J 
l'y-<ok|m9  ; v.i  ?(yrfoB3Jenl  ,o«7UQa 

-nnA  Jrjri'jyi  .ur>riigboo’w  Jioq/a  aaidj 

toiiq  yj}  -r.viji  1^  ^,3;  bfiK  ;jnox»' 

JT  j3»il  btfii  ?rtK50V>  -r,di  ti^r.icnrfj  VOllfi  3i{) 
hasa  liBd'  bti.;  3ns\  .Jed  'jntJJsjt 

bne  ^fiw/nc  • 

anJ  mru  iKdrrax;^  .labtiJ  in’?  r noei'Jd'^pK 
i -docj  l>oc  jj/iijniojii!.>  095»wia<j 

bjqqnjri  ki' s'f  tnmti.  .N*^nft  hriuots  i?v.o  ?n«* 
ii//o  5(7/  .v/a/v  o*  b^>'«.qx3  bn£.  adJ 

"f'dr{£7goqf5j  JnHfida-  ieoin  aii)  trMi 

- fij  iifj  ) ^ fcfi  '^[^ot^ok  hluo9 

laorf.i,’'  aor.Mk'biiov/  b'l'i^olixx;  SBodJ  vd  b»J53l>* 

; ' ,;;/jarb  10  -ir^Rqfdas 

ji  qr)  ji'o  li3/hf,i'i}  'jjooj  3/1;  utlipde  taJlA 
b'/  »..(1  > tc  >a;:r.bM:^4>ib)tr.j! '^rij  73bni;  qtJK  haOii 
, s'^oul  dfUiH  .3  miol  ,a.»p  ,si3llHss ifryllvtu  itiU 
^ /o3  .viiadi;  ucajiX  wi^lUr// 

odv/  ^fsTpfj.fo  bnt.  2oWft£H,."  i;rdlu-t) 
fid  a»£ir*‘  srij  iJi  bob’/tfir  4.»ai1  hnr,iiu*' 

; bfii  jiti'j  il  :ev/oUol  cfpii»j  (rn  i/ia^  ni  f- 

^■<9  J8/59  9/iJ  f/O  (fiJlJ  -•  *jjj;  iXJOjb  yJ/UlOa  9tii. 

^ Ja£3  7b)  ion  ,qid«ir//oJ  (tAo}-}  jm  .gj; 

OJ  dJir,/|  bnwollol  ii  4-aJif  .v  / - • >F  bi 


oiiv/  by 

oa»[-  U;  bsz-q-t’Tor  ''d9S73.->Hj  'ki  viz-e  ad‘ f.;J.u»iK>l5  ^ 


. mni:  :■  fJWb/y  ,qidsnwuj  zAooiJi  .0,  nr>tii>^k  So  ^ 


30 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


We  struck  the  Maumee  river  about  the  i 5th  of 
that  month.  In  passing  through  Hull’s  Prairie 
the  water  was  up  to  my  saddle  skirts.  It  was  a 
clear  summer  day  when  the  army  struck  the 
river,  at  the  head  of  the  “Big  flats,”  about  two 
miles  above  Fort  Meigs.  There  were  three 
regiments  of  volunteer  militia,  and  the  Fourth 
U.  S.  Infantry,  who  had  joined  Hull  at  Urbana, 
and  were  just  come  from  the  victory  of  Tippe- 
canoe, in  all  2,500  men.  After  coming  through 
the  wilderness  so  many  days,  it  was  beautiful  to 
look  upon  the  broad,  open  channel  of  the  river, 
expanding  among  the  islands  and  sweeping  off 
into  the  blue  distance  in  graceful  curves.  The 
high  banks  were  clothed  with  the  primeval  forest, 
and  the  level  bottom  land  and  islands  were 
covered  with  grass.  It  was  not  half  an  hour 
before  the  whole  army  was  in  the  water.  When 
we  left  Dayton,  a regiment  went  forward  at  a 
time.  Col.  McArthur  went  first  and  built  Fort 
McArthur,  and  Col.  Findlay  followed  and  built 
Fort  Findlay.  We  camped  at  the  “ Big  hats  ” 
three  days,  the  General  expecting  everv  dav  to 
hear  news  from  Washington  of  the  declaration  of 
war  against  Great  Britain.  The  first  day  they 
moved  they  marched  four  miles  down  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  having  forded  at  Presque  Isle, 
and  camped  on  the  bottom  land  below  Miami. 
There  they  found  a small  vessel,  • The  Cuya- 
hoga,’ which  was  chartered  and  sent  ahead  for 
Detroit,  loaded  with  the  officers’  wives  and  bag- 
gage. On  the  way  she  was  captured  by  the 
British  at  Malden.  [As  Hull's  men  marched 
through  the  settlement  where  Maumee  is,  a Capt. 
Bond,  a sort  of  clerk  or  deputy  collector  for 
Maj.  Spafford,  brought  out  his  militia  company 
and  paraded  them  in  honor  of  the  occasion. 
Each  man,  in  the  absence  of  a feather,  had  a 
deer  tail  stuck  in  his  hat. — Way’s  Memoirs.] 

“ On  the  march  from  Miami  to  Monroe,  when 
about  half  way,  news  reached  us  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  The  British  got  the  news  before  we 
did,  through  a fur  company’s  agent,  who  took  it 
by  express  direct  to  Canada.  The  Canadians 
might  have  taken  Detroit,  by  surprise,  before  we 
got  there.  Hull  stopped  two  days  at  Monroe  to 
make  a display  of  his  troops.  Thence  he  marched 
to  the  river  Huron;  there  we  camped  on  an  open 
prairie.  We  could  see  from  our  camp  the  masts 
of  the  20-gun  brig.  ‘Oueen  Charlotte,’  which 
lay  in  the  lake,  off  .Malden.  Some  Indians  were 
observed  in  the  distance.  During  the  night  we 
were  aroused  by  a false  alarm.  Hull's  appre- 
hension ot  an  attack  b\’  a force  which  might  be 
landed  from  the  ‘(Jiieen  Charlotte. ' gave  color  to 
the  alarm.  It  was  afterward  learnetl  that  the 


I Indians  were  Wyandots,  who  offered  themselves 
' as  allies  at  Detroit.  Their  services  were  not 
accepted,  as  our  government’s  orders  were  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  At  that  time 
I there  were  no  British  troops  on  board  the  ‘ Oueen 
Charlotte.’  On  the  occasion  of  this  false  alarm 
' it  was  whispered  in  the  camp  that  the  old  man 
Hull  was  a good  deal  frightened.  The  next  day 
we  went  into  camp  at  the  River  Rouge,  seven 
I miles  from  Detroit.  We  marched  in  great  dis- 
order, strung  along  five  or  six  miles.  Hull 
halted  there  eight  or  ten  days  to  prepare  his  men 
to  make  a display  in  the  streets  of  Detroit. 
Detroit  was  then  a town  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred 
people.  Then  he  marched  his  men  through 
: Detroit  and  back  again  to  camp  on  the  River 
Rouge.  After  some  days  he  moved  up  and 
^ crossed  the  Detroit  river,  in  batteaux,  below 
i Belle  Isle.  One  beautiful  morning  they  crossed 
' the  river  without  opposition,  and  made  a fine  dis- 
. play  marching  down  opposite  Detroit,  with  colors 
flying  and  music  playing.  There  they  made  a 
fortified  camp  and  remained.  two-story  brick 
: house  in  the  center  of  the  camp  was  the  General’s 
headquarters.  There  I first  saw  Gen.  Cass,  then 
a colonel. 

“ It  was  a svarm  July  morning,  and  I was 
taking  my  breakfast  at  a boarding  house,  kept  by 
a man  whose  name  was  Deputy.  .At  the  table 
sat  Maj.  Munson,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio.  A red- 
' faced  young  man,  with  a morning  gown  on,  came 
in,  and  as  he  took  a seat  alongside  of  Maj.  Mun- 
I son,  he  said  soniething  severe  against  Gen.  Hull. 

' Maj.  Munson  said;  ‘Col.  Cass,  what  is  the 
matter  with  you.’  ’ Cass  replied  that  he  had  been 
two  hours  with  that  old  fool,  and  could  not  get 
him  to  make  a push  toward  Malden,  all  he  could 
do.  ‘ He  has  agreed  to  let  me  go  down  with 
. my  regintent  and  two  companies  of  the  Fourth 
i United  States  Infantry,  and  it  God  lets  me  live 
I’ll  have  Malden  before  I get  back.’ 

“ The  British  had  a 2-gun  battery  at  the 
River  Canard,  four  miles  above  Malden,  so  posted 
as  to  rake  the  causewa}'  and  bridge  at  that  point. 

; .\  day  or  two  before,  a regiment  of  our  militia 
had  been  driven  from  there.  Cass  sent  two 
: companies  of  the  U.  S.  Fourth  Infantry  under 
I Sneiiing  to  ford  the  stream  above  the  batter\'. 

When  Sneiiing  made  his  appearance,  approach- 
! ing  the  British  on  their  flank,  Cass  moved  for- 
ward with  his  main  force  upon  this  bridge.  The 
enemy  opened  fire  upon  him.  but  when  they  dis- 
covered Sneiiing  on  their  tlaid<  they  retreated. 
Cass  followed  them  to  within  ;i  mile  and  a hall 
of  Malden,  when  it  became  so  dark  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  retreat  to  the  battery  at  the  bridge. 
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Thence  he  sent  an  express  to  Hull  for  re-inforce- 
nients,  so  as  to  attack  Malden  the  next  morning'. 
Instead  of  doing  so,  Hull  sent  his  aid,  Col.  Wal- 
lace, of  Cincinnati,  and  ordered  Cass  back. 

“Cass  has  frequently  told  me  he  has  always 
regretted  he  did  not  disobey  orders,  and  march  on 
Malden.  He  afterward  learned  that  the  British 
had  all  their  valuables  ready  to  leave,  and  loaded 
on  board  the  ' Queen  Charlotte.  ’ If  he  had  made 
his  appearance  in  the  morning  the  British  would 
have  blown  up  their  fort  and  sailed  away  to 
Niagara.  This  would  have  prevented  an  Indian 
war,  and  saved  Detroit.  Cass  returned  to  camp, 
and  a few  days  after,  Hull,  on  hearing  of  the 
advance  of  Gen.  Brock,  retreated  across  the 
river  to  Detroit,  where  he  occupied  Fort  Shelby. 
This  fort  was  situated  right  about  the  center  of 
the  present  city  of  Detroit,  about  the  fourth 
street  from  the  river. 

“Gen.  Brock,  at  Niagara,  had  overreached 
Gen.  Dearborn,  another  superannuated  Revolu- 
tionary officer,  who  was  in  command  of  that  fron- 
tier, and  concluded  with  him  an  armistice  of  , 
thirty  days.  This  gave  time  for  the  ‘ Queen  | 
Charlotte  ’ to  sail  from  Malden  to  the  lower  end  : 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  returned  with  himself  and  the  i 
force  which  captured  Detroit.  Soon  after  Hull  i 
crossed  back.  Brock  moved  the  ‘ Queen  Char-  ; 
lotte  ’ up  the  river,  and  anchored  off  Sandwich,  > 
covering  with  her  guns  the  crossing  to  Detroit. 
While  the  ship  was  stationed  there,  Capt.  Snell-  ! 
ing  asked  Gen.  Hull,  in  my  presence,  for  liberty  to 
take  two  12-pound  guns  down  to  Spring  W'ells, 
and  sink  her  or  start  her  from  her  position. 

“Hull  said,  ‘ No,  sir;  you  can't  do  it.  ’ Brock 
had  built  a battery  on  the  Canada  side,  opposite 
Fort  Shelby;  as  soon  as  it  was  finished,  when  the 
sun  was  about  an  hour  high,  he  opened  fire  on 
us.  During  the  night,  shells  were  thrown  at  in- 
tervals. At  the  dawn  of  day  a heavy  fire  of 
bombs  and  solid  shot  was  opened.  I was  taking 
a drink  of  water  at  the  door  of  one  of  the  officers’ 
quarters,  in  company  with  a boj^  of  my  age,  who 
afterward  became  Maj.  Washington  Whistler, 
U.  S.  A.  At  the  next  door  to  us.  and  about 
twelve  feet  away,  four  of  our  officers  were  stand- 
ing together.  They  were  Capt.  Hanks,  Lieut. 
Sibley,  Dr.  Blood  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Colum- 
bus. A 32-pound  shot  came  from  the  enemy’s 
battery,  killing  Hanks,  Sibley  and  Reynolds,  and 
wounding  Dr.  Blood.  They  were  knocked  into  a 
heap  in  a little  narrow  entryway — a narrow,  con- 
fined space.  Their  mangled  remains  were  a ter- 
rible sight.  Capt.  Hanks  was  l_\ing  on  top,  his 
eyes  rolling  in  his  head.  Directly  came  along 
(>en.  Hull,  who  looked  in  upon  them  and  turned 


very  pale,  the  tobacco-juice  running  from  the 
corners  of  his  mouth  to  the  frills  of  his  shirt.  In 
a short  time  after,  the  v.'hite  fiag  was  hoisted; 
that  ball  seeming  to  unman  him. 

“After  these  men  were  killed,  I left  the  fort 
to  reconnoitre.  On  the  street  in  front  of  Maj. 
Whipple’s  house,  one-fourth  of  a mile  in  front  of 
Fort  Shelby,  I found  two  3 2 -pound  guns  in  posi- 
tion. Capt.  Bryson,  of  the  artiller}',  had  placed 
them  there  to  rake  the  British  column  of  1,500 
men  who  had  made  a landing  and  were  approach- 
ing the  citv  by  way  of  Judge  May’s  long  lane  to 
reach  a ravine  which  crossed  it,  and  through 
which  they  could  file  and  be  protected  from  any 
battery-  we  had.  They  were  marching  in  close 
colunm,  in  full  dress  uniform,  of  bright  scarlet, 
in  perfect  order,  at  a stead}'  regular  pace,  with- 
out music.  As  they  came  on,  followed  by  their 
Indian  allies  and  some  twenty  whites  dressed  as 
Indians,  my  boyish  fancy  was  struck  with  their 
appearance,  as  I expected  every  moment  to  see 
them  torn  to  pieces  by  those  32-pounders,  double 
charged  with  canister  and  grape.  My  brother 
Thomas  stood  ready  at  the  guns.  In  his  hand  a 
lighted  match  was  held  up  in  the  air.  He  was 
in  the  very  act  of  firing  when  Col.  Wallace,  the 
aide  of  Gen.  Hull,  came  up  and  said;  ‘Don't  fire, 
the  white  flag  is  up.’  At  that  instant  Capt.  Hull, 
who  had  been  across  the  river  with  a fiag  of  truce, 
fell  in  with  us  on  his  return.  Col.  \\’al!ace  said 
to  him:  ‘ It's  all  up,  your  father  has  surrendered.’ 
Capt.  Hull  exclaimed:  ‘ My  God  ! Is  it  po.ssible  V" 

I'he  disgraceful  conduct  of  Gen.  Hull  came 
from  treason  or  cowardice.  He  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  only  sixty  years  of  age,  and  had 
done  gallant  service  in  the  Revolution;  but  strong 
drink  had  so  blighted  his  mental  and  physical 
manhood  that  he  was  totally  unfitted  for  the 
place  he  held.  There  was,  too,  delay  and  lack 
of  energy  at  the  War  Department  in  Washington, 
in  not  more  promptly  advising  Hull  of  events 
there.  The  war  resolution  passed  the  House 
June  4,  the  Senate  June  17;  the  President  pro- 
claimed it  publicly  on  the  19th,  and  Hull  got  no 
word  until  July  2,  one  day  after  the  enemy  had 
the  news,  by  a longer  route.  Such  news  as  this, 
where  the  possession  of  an  empire,  or  the  fate  of 
an  army,  was  at  stake,  ought  to  have  reached 
Hull  from  Washington  in  seven  days.  With  an 
enterprising  commander  in  Hull's  stead,  early 
news  of  the  war  declaration  would  liave  been  in- 
\ aluable,  but  with  Hull  it  could  make  but  little 
difference. 

Under  the  fiiulings  of  a court-martial  hi'  was 
sentenced  to  be  shot,  but  because  of  his  former 
services  the  President  commuted  the  death  part 
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of  the  sentence.  Thus  ingloriously  ended  Hull's 
campaign.  Humiliation  and  defeat  were  the  bit- 
ter fruits  of  the  first  efforts  of  the  Americans  in 
the  war  of  1812.  Misfortunes  did  not  come 
singly  either.  Mackinaw  and  Fort  Dearborn 
(now  Chicago)  fell,  through  the  same  laggard 
policy  at  Washington,  and  Hull's  incapacity. 
The  whole  Northwest  was  in  the  enemy's  control. 

But  how  fared  the  infant  settlement  on  the 
Maumee.’  If  they  were  electrified  when  they  saw 
Hull’s  army  arrive,  and  felt  security  to  some 
degree,  the  first  time  for  months,  they  were  de- 
pressed, paralyzed,  when,  a few  weeks  later,  word 
came  of  the  surrender  of  that  army,  and  that  the 
British  had  adopted  their  former  infamous  plan 
in  warfare,  of  employing  the  savages  as  allies. 

Here  was  this  little,  scattered  settlement  of 
whites,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  Ottawa  tribe- — at 
their  mercy,  in  fact.  All  north  of  the  Maumee 
was,  practically,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  No 
settlement  south  of  them  to  the  Greenville  Treaty 
line;  west  of  them  the  turbulent  followers  of 
Tecumseh  and  his  brother  on  the  Wabash,  and 
the  Pottawatamies  on  the  St.  Joseph;  east  of 
them  the  nearest  white  neighbors  were  the  weak 
settlements  at  the  mouth  of  Huron  river,  now 
Erie  county;  north  of  them  was  Detroit  and 
adjacent  settlements,  now  headquarters  for  the 
British,  who  were  active  in  their  efforts  to  stir  up 
the  Indians,  by  bribery,  and  promises  the  most 
extravagant,  to  take  up  the  tomahawk  against 
the  Americans.  Tecumseh  was  there  and  had 
sworn  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  was  effectively 
rallying  the  disaffected  warriors  to  his  standard. 
Even  the  lakes  were  under  control  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  several  armed  vessels  patroling  their 
shores. 


Gloomy,  indeed,  was  the  outlook  for  the  iso- 
lated settlement  at  the  Maumee  Rapids.  To 
' make  matters  worse,  the  small  detail  of  soldiers, 
left  for  their  protection,  abandoned  their  tempo- 
rary fort,  told  the  settlers  to  help  themselves  to 
I the  stores,  which  had  to  be  left,  and  retreated  to 
the  interior.  There  was  no  choice  left  these 
: pioneers;  they  had  to  go.  The}'  left  their  crops 
ungathered : took  such  of  their  worldly  effects  as 
' they  could,  and  started,  they  scarcely  knew 
whither.  The  Indians  and  British  soon  came, 
and  the  torch  obliterated  nearly  all  the  homely 
i.  habitations  of  the  people  on  the  Maumee.  The 
settlement  was  wiped  out  of  existence.  In  its 
stead  came  hostile  armies,  and  soon  the  roar  and 
din  of  the  deadly  conflict  proclaimed  that  new 
issues  hung  in  the  balance,  to  be  decided  in  this 
court  of  last  resort;  or,  rather,  old  issues  were  to 
be  fought  over  again. 

It  will  be  instructive,  before  passing  to  the 
j stilling  national  events  within  the  arena  about 
I the  Maumee  Rapids,  now  in  order,  to  learn 
I something  more  of  the  little  band  of  settlers  just 
passing  from  view,  many  of  them  never  to  return. 
Their  story  forms  an  important  part  of  our  Pio- 
neer record.  It  would  be  interesting  it  we  had  it 
complete.  Unfortunately,  the  details  are  very 
meager;  but  we  introduce,  in  the  chapter  on 
Perrysburg,  that  (next  to  records)  best  of  author- 
ity in  histories  of  this  kind,  the  testimony  of 
truthful,  intelligent,  contempiorary  witnesses — 
those  who  saw  and  knew  the  things  of  which 
they  speak — Mrs.  Perrin,  Mrs.  Hester  Green. 
Mrs.  Philothe  Clark  and  others,  some  of  whose 
recollections  are  given  in  the  history  of  Perrys- 
' burg  township. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


War  of  1812  a.s  far  as  Conckrns  Wood  County — Gen.  Harrison’s  Camr.xign — Gen.  Proctor's 
Advance — First  Siege  of  Fort  Meigs — Dudi.ey’s  Defe.xt. 


IT  is  designed  to  treat  of  the  events  of  the  war 
of  1812  only  as  such  events  are  connected 
with  the  local  history  of  Wood  county,  though 
at  times  the  chain  of  connections  carries  the 
story  beyond  local  bounds.  It  was  just  about 
eighteen  years  before  Hull's  arrival  at  the  Rapids, 
and  the  disgraceful  termination  of  his  campaign 


at  Detroit,  that  Gen.  Wayne,  and  his  gallant  lit- 
tle army,  won  martial  renown  on  the  Maumee, 
by  a victory  which  terminated  an  Indian  war, 
began  almost  a half  century  before,  when  the 
Colonial  troops  fought  uiuier  the  F.nglish  tiac- 
Wayne's  campaign  turned  all  eyes  to  the  Mau- 
mee river,  and  his  \ ictory  filled  the  Nation  with 


V 

Jr- 


jfl  ,'n,  ".'i 

4.cin-'i  Vo.ii  f,«,..t ...  ,j \.  . '■f”!'"  ■’%<'*  ‘“*W-ji-)?>i(jS;-irfj  10'iM.iol»-»  !*.»  .rfi  « 


n^';f '".it! t? - 

, « v ■*'i«(r  ,K^^^ll4^  Mt V «.il,_L.5??’^^?>»>'''.?“54 


V - '.  i 


Vff'oH  .*-1 
lU  ,.'<>i 


iK>k>do  O: 


,:| 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO., 


39 


joy.  Hull’s  surrender  startled  the  Nation,  and 
Jillcd  the  land  with  sorrow  and  humiliation. 
Wayne’s  battle  gave  the  country  an  empire  and 
peace;  Hull’s  cowardice  lost  the  Northwest,  and 
turned  the  frontier  settlers  over  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Indians  and  British.  When  the  Nation 
rejoiced  over  Wayne’s  success  in  1 794,  there 
were  only  five  thousand  people,  north  of  the 
Ohio,  to  shout  their  gladness;  when  Hull  surren- 
dered (i8i2),  and  uncovered  her  whole  northern 
frontier,  Ohio  alone  had  250,000  people  to  tell 
liim  of  their  indignation,  and  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  Flag. 

The  whole  country,  east  and  west,  was  aroused 
to  the  gravity  of  the  situation.  Fortunately  the 
martial  spirit,  the  heroism  of  ’76,  had  not  gone 
to  decay.  England  did  not  have  a long  season 
of  rejoicing.  Her  pride  was  soon  touched  in  a 
tender  place.  On  the  Atlantic,  three  days  after 
the  surrender  of  Detroit,  the  frigate  ‘ ‘ Constitu- 
tion ” ( “Old  Ironsides” ) came  up  with  the  Brit- 
ish man  of  war,  ‘ ‘ Guerriere,”  and  engaged  her 
in  battle.  The  English  captain,  Dacres,  though 
a boastful  fellow  who  had  been  sending  chal- 
lenges to  the  Americans,  fought  desperately,  but 
“Old  Ironsides  ” knocked  his  ship  to  pieces 
within  thirty  minutes  after  the  first  broadside. 
As  if  by  a singular  coincidence,  the  commander 
of  the  ‘ ‘ Constitution  ” was  Capt.  Isaac  Hull, 
nephew  of  the  man  who  disgraced  the  Flag  at 
Detroit.  This  victory  of  the  sailors,  for  whose 
rights  the  war  was  started,  created  great  enthu- 
siasm. In  Kentucky,  Isaac  Shelby,  the  old  hero 
of  King’s  Mountain,  was  governor.  His  proud 
spirit  was  stirred  at  the  perfidious  course  of  the 
English,  and  the  humiliation  of  the  Americans, 
at  Detroit.  Military  camps  were  at  once  estab- 
lished, and  soon  Kentucky  troops  were  marching 
to  the  northern  frontier.  In  Tennessee,  too,  the 
volunteers,  under  the  lead  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
w'ere  marching  to  subdue  the  hostile  Creeks, 
stirred  to  war  by  the  advice  and  example  of 
1 ecumseh.  Thence  Jackson  marched  to  the 
Gulf  to  expel  the  British.  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, governor  of  Indiana  Territory,  was  now 
appointed  commander  of  the  Northwestern  forces. 
He  was  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  had  learned 
vvar  under  Wayne,  been  on  the  frontier  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  but  recently  had  won  a victory 
at  1 ippecanoe,  in  which  he  showed  the  courage 
and  fighting  qualities  of  a general,  and  gained 
great  favor  with  his  soldiers,  especially  the  Ken- 
tuckians who  were  with  him.  The  new  corn- 
luauder  had  a great  task  before  him.  It  was  to 
keep  the  Indians  in  subjection,  recover  Detroit 
and  the  Northwest,  and  invade  Upper  Canada. 


His  soldiers  were  raw  recruits,  scantily  eciuipped. 
W'hen  he  took  command,  even  cannon  were 
being  made  at  Pittsburg  to  replace  those  lost  by 
Hull.  The  enemy  had  command  of  Lake  Erie, 
so  that  the  only  route  to  Detroit  lay  through 
some  portion  of  the  wilderness  and  by  way  of  the 
Maumee  Rapids,  over  which  troops,  munitions 
and  supplies  had  to  go.  The  whole  country 
south  of  the  Maumee  to  the  Greenville  Treaty 
line  belonged  to  the  Indians,  and  was  unsettled. 

There  were  already  two  routes  open;  First. 
Hull’s  trace;  second,  Wayne's  old  trail,  by  way 
of  the  Auglaize  and  Maumee.  Gen.  Harrison 
established  a third,  by  way  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
thence  down  the  banks  of  the  Sandusky  river 
by  way  of  Fort  Ball  (’Tiffin  1 and  Lower  San- 
dusky (Fremont)  to  the  lake,  or,  from  Lower 
Sandusky  across  the  swamp  to  the  Maumee 
Rapids,  as  might  suit. 

Though  Gen.  Harrison  made  every  possi- 
ble exertion,  he  found  it  impossible  10  get  his 
force  equipped  and  ready  for  a campaign  be- 
fore winter  set  in.  Gen.  Edward  W.  Tupper. 
with  a light  Ohio  brigade  of  nine-months’  men, 
from  Gallia,  Lawrence  and  Jackson  counties, 
had  advanced  to  Fort  McArthur,  from  which 
place  a detachment  of  his  men  advanced,  and 
drove  off  the  British  and  Indians  who  vvere  at 
the  Maumee,  gathering  the  corn  in  the  deserted 
fields  of  the  late  settlers. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  1813,  Gen.  Wm- 
, Chester  occupied  the  left  of  the  army,  at  Defiance; 
the  Ohio  brigade  (Tapper’s),  the  center,  at  Fort 
McArthur,  and  Gen.  Harrison  with  the  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  troops  and  some  regulars,  was 
with  the  right,  at  Upper  Sanduskyx  The  troops 
were  from  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and 
some  from  Virginia;  also  a regiment  of  regulars 
— the  total  amounting  to  less  than  five  thousand 
men.  The  point  of  concentration,  for  a move  on 
Detroit,  was  the  Maumee  Rapids.  Gen.  Win- 
chester, whose  command  consisted  of  Kentuck- 
ians and  some  regulars,  under  Col.  Welles,  ad- 
vanced along  the  north  bank  of  the  Maumee 
from  Defiance,  and  reached  the  Rapids  January 
10,  1813.  Here  he  made  some  temporary  camp 
defenses  for  his  supplies,  and  remained  until  the 
17th,  when  he  imprudently  acceded  to  a petition 
from  the  people  at  Frenchtown  on  the  river 
Raisin,  asking  for  protection  from  the  Indians 
and  British.  Cols.  Lewis  and  Allen,  with  about 
six  hundred  men.  were  dispatched  thither,  and. 
after  a sharp  fight,  drove  the  enemy  out.  and  sent 
word  back  to  the  Maumee  for  reinforcements, 
as  they  vvere  only  eighteen  miles  from  Malden, 
where  Proctor  lay  with  his  whole  force. 
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Winchester  now  committed  a second  grave 
error.  Instead  of  immediatel}'  withdrawing  his 
troops  from  their  perilous  position  at  the  Raisin, 
he  took  ail  the  forces  he  dare  spare  at  the  Rapids, 
250  men,  and  marched  to  Frenchtown  to  join 
his  victorious  soldiers,  where  he  made  his  third 
fatal  blunder.  He  allowed  his  men  to  go  into 
open  camp,  without  regard  to  position,  or  any 
sort  of  defensive  lines.  During  the  night,  Proctor 
approached  with  his  main  force,  and  planted  his 
artillery  within  300  paces  of  Winchester's  camp,  i 
The  dawn  of  light  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of 
January  was  ushered  in  by  the  loud  peals  of 
Proctor’s  cannon,  and  a shower  of  canister,  grape 
and  shell,  accompanied  by  the  savage  war-whoop 
of  the  Indians.  The  raw  volunteers,  taken  by 
surprise,  soon  became  demoralized,  and  were  cut 
down  like  grass.  Col.  Lewis’  men,  who  had 
been  posted  behind  a heavy  picket  fence,  held 
their  ground,  and  would  have  made  the  enemy  j 
purchase  a cost!}’  victory,  but  for  Gen.  Whnehes-  i 
ter,  who  had  fallen  a prisoner,  and  now  sent 
f him  word  to  surrender,  under  Proctor’s  promise 
of  protection  from  the  savages.  The  result  was 
that  many  of  the  Americans,  including  the 
wounded,  were  mercilessly  butchered  by  the 
Indians,  and  those  of  the  wounded,  who  had  been 
taken  to  houses,  were  burned.  The  American 
loss,  including  prisoners,  was  934.  Of  these, 
397  were  killed  or  missing.  Less  than  fifty  men 
escaped  from  the  field.  The  shocking  deeds  of 
murder  and  torture  which  followed  on  that  night, 
and  the  succeeding  day,  were  such  as  to  cause  a 
thrill  of  horror,  at  hearing  even  the  partial 
details.  [Among  the  sad  incidents  was  that  related 
of  Capt.  Hart,  a brother  of  the  wife  of  Henry 
Clay,  who  offered  a Pottawatamie  one  hundred 
dollars  to  take  him  safely  to  Malden,  but  they 
met  a Wyandot  who  claimed  the  prisoner.  A 
quarrel  followed,  and  was  settled'  by  an  agreement 
to  kill  the  prisoner  and  divide  his  clothes  and 
money.]  The  massacre  at  the  River  Raisin  did 
more  to  embitter  Americans  and  create  a deep- 
seated.  unforgiving  spirit  toward  the  Indians, 
than  any  other  occurrence,  up  to  that  time,  in 
the  history  of  the  young  natiom  Yet  the  butch- 
ery was  committed  under  the  English  tlag,  and 
under  the  eyes  of  the  British  commander,  in 
whose  employ  the  Indians  were.  The  savages 
were  less  blarnable  in  this  case  than  the  infamous 
Proctor. 

Gen.  Harrison,  who  was  at  Upper  Sandusky, 
got  word  on  the  16th  that  Winchester  had 
arrived  at  the  Rapids,  and  tliat  lie  had  in  \ iew  an 
expedition  of  some  kind  against  the  eneniv. 
This  made  the  Commander  uneasy,  and  he  at 


once  set  out  for  Lower  Sandusky,  where  Gen. 
Perkins,  who  had  come  from  Wooster,  was  in 
I command  with  a regiment  and  a battalion,  leav- 
ing word  for  Maj.  Orr  to  follow  with  the  artillery, 
which  had  just  arrived  from  Pittsburg,  by  way  of 
Wooster,  as  fast  as  possible.  At  Lower  San- 
dusk_\'  the  General  sent  forward  a battalion  under 
Maj.  Cosgrove,  and  learning  there,  from  a courier, 
what  Winchester  was  doing,  he  ordered  Gen. 
Perkins  to  put  the  rest  of  his  troops  in  motion 
across  the  swamp.  Harrison  started  out  in  a 
sled  and  reached  the  Rapids,  on  horseback,  on 
the  20th,  leaving  his  sled  at  the  Portage  river. 
Perkins  and  Cosgrove  lost  a da}-  in  trying  to 
cross,  and  with  their  best  efforts,  floundering  in 
ice  and  water,  only  reached  the  Rapids  on  the 
night  of  January  21.  Impatiently  the  Comman- 
der waited  at  the  Rapids  for  these  men.  Early 
next  morning,  the  Commander  hurried  forward 
his  forces,  but  it  was  too  late.  That  ver}-  morn- 
ing, as  they  were  filing  out  of  their  camp,  on  the 
Maumee,  their  overmatched  comrades  were  being 
slaughtered  at  Frenchtown,  and  they  soon  met 
the  few  flying  fugitives  from  the  battlefield,  and 
learned  that  the  day  was  lost— the  little  army 
destroyed.  The  troops  turned  back  to  the 
Rapids,  and  next  morning  destroyed  their  tem- 
porary fortifications,  and  Harrison  retired  behind 
the  Portage,  camping  below  the  forks  of  the  river, 
near  where  Pemberville  is,  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  Section  11,  P'reedom  township. 

The  unfortunate  loss  of  the  left  wing  of  his 
arm}’  so  disabled  Gen.  Harrison  that  he  was 
forced  to  wage  defensive,  instead  of  aggressive, 
warfare  for  a time.  It  was  through  no  fault  of 
his  own.  He  had  counted  on  the  frosts  of  winter 
to  give  him  a solid  road  across  the  Black  Swamp. 
A January  thaw,  at  the  critical  time,  prevented  a 
rapid  march  from  Lower  Sandusky  to  Winches- 
ter’s rescue.  Had  the  stone  pike  now  connecting 
Fremont  and  Perrysburg  been  in  existence,  the 
soldiers  could  have  made  the  march  in  one  day 
instead  of  three.  Winchester’s  mistake  could 
have  been  rectified,  and  doubtless  Proctor  would 
have  been  routed.  I'ort  Meigs  would  not  have 
been  built,  and  more  than  likely  the  Americans 
would  have  invaded  and  held  Upper  Canada. 
Bad  roads  have  more  than  once  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  deciding  the  fate  of  armies  and 
destinies  of  nations,  and  for  very  bad  roads,  the 
Black  Swamp,  in  an  early  day,  could  have  drawn 
the  prize  in  most  an\-  contest.  At  his  camp,  on 
tl'ic  Portage,  Gen.  Harrison  was  joineil  by  Gen. 
Leftraech,  of  \’irginia,  with  his  brigade  and  most 
of  the  artiller}’  train,  which,  on  account  of  hea'}' 
rains,  and  the  almost  impassable  roads,  did  not  ar- 
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EXPLAHATIOHS,— a,  grand,  battery,  commanded  by  Capt.  Daniel  Cush- 
ing ; b,  mortar  battery : e,  i,  o,  minor  batteries ; g,  battery  commanded  at 
the  second  siege  by  Col.  (afterward  Gen.)  Gaines;  c,  magazines.  The  black 
squares  on  the  lines  of  the  fort  represent  the  position  of  the  block-houses. 
The  dotted  lines  show  the  traverses,  or  walls  of  earth,  thrown  up.  The 
longest,  the  grand  traverse,  had  a base  of  20  feet,  was  12  in  height,  and 
about  900  in  length.  The  British  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
were  named  as  follows : a,  queen’s:  Z),  sailor’s:  d,  king’s;  c,  mortar.  The 
fort  stood  upon  high  ground,  on  the  margin  of  a bank,  elevated  about  60 
feet  above  the  Maumee.  The  works  originally  covered  about  ten  acres,  but 
was  reduced  in  area  between  the  two  sieges,  to  accommodate  a smaller 
number  of  troops— Howe's  History  of  Ohio. 
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live  until  the  30th  of  January.  On  the  ist  of 
rt-iiruai^’  he  again  adx'anced  to  the  Maumee,  and 
I'uiit  Tort  Meigs,  and  from  this  position  decided 
lo  make  aggressive,  or  defensi\e,  warfare  as  best 
suited  his  purpose.  Now,  while  the  soldiers  are 
working  on  the  fortifications,  let  us  rake  a brief 
sur\cy  of  the  old  military  route,  known  to  the 
eari\'  settlers,  who  made  use  of  portions  of  it 
later  on  for  a road,  as  Harrison's  trail.  Take  a 
pencil  and  sectional  map  of  Wood  county;  put 
the  pencil  point  at  the  county  line  on  the  east 
side  of  Section  13,  Freedom  township,  a few  rods 
>outh  of  the  center;  mark  due  west  most  across 
the  section,  then  turn  and  go  northwest  through 
the  corner  of  Section  i i,  near  the  center  of  the 
south  line,  thence  directly  to  Harrison's  old  camp 
ground,  below  the  forks  of  the  river,  about  half  a 
mile.  Here  the  troops,  in  trying  to  march  to 
Winchester's  aid,  in  January,  1S13,  spent  a day 
in  fruitless  attempts  to  cross  the  river,  and  finally 
turned  up  the  river  to  the  northwest  corner  of 
Section  23,  where  they  crossed  and  went  to  the 
north  branch,  in  Section  10,  about  midway 
between  the  railroad  bridge  and  section  line,  not 
far  from  the  cemetery.  From  here  push  the 
jiencil,  in  a northwesterly  course,  to  a point  about 
forty  rods  north  of  the  southwest  corner  of  Sec- 
tion 27,  Perrysburg  township.  Northwest  of  this 
point,  about  eighty  rods,  the  McCutchen\'iile  road 
is  crossed;  then  bear  to  the  west  and  cross  the 
northeast  corner  of  Section  29,  the  southwest 
corner  of  20;  the  northwest  corner  of  19,  and 
pass  nut  of  the  northwest  corner  of  18,  into 
Ki\er  Tract  No.  65.  on  which  the  fort  was  built. 
T he  trail  deviated  from  a direct  line  in  places, 
but  preserved  the  general  course,  nearly  on  the 
line  we  have  Indicated.  As  was  said  of  Hull's 
Trace,  it  would  be  hard  to  select  a better  route 
under  the  conditions  that  then  e.xisted. 

The  site  chosen  for  the  fort,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Maumee,  has  a commanding  view  of 
the  surrounding  country  and  of  the  river  above 
and  below,  and  is  a point  of  great  natural  strength 
for  defensive  warfare.  It  was  named  Fort  Meigs, 
in  honor  of  Return  J.  Meigs,  whose  zeal  and  pa- 
triotic efforts  were  in  the  highest  degree  com- 
niendable.  The  military  situation  there  at  the 
tune  will  be  best  given  by  an  e.xtract  from  a let- 
ter written  by  Gen.  Harrison  himself,  from  the 
Kaj)i(ls,  to  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War, 
'lateil  February  ii,  1813: 

''IK:  Ha\ inir  hern  joim-d  h\  rn-n.  Leftracch,  with  his 

’’■•saiic,  and  a regiment  of  tile  t'ennsyl\-ania  (|uota.  at  I’ort- 

ri\cr,  on  the  :iuth  ultinin.,  1 marched  frum  tlu-nce  nn  the 
p-  ifi'tant,  ,md  ri-ached  this  [ilace  eti  the  morning  ul  the 
-■>.  witli  .111  ettective  force  of  ;ihoiit  sixteen  iuinilred  men.  I 
■•'1 1- hern  since  joined  by  a Kentucky  regiment,  and  ('ren. 


Tupjjer’s  Ohio  brigade,  which  has  increased  our  numhi-rs  to 
twii  thousanil  non-commissioned  (ifticers  and  [irivates.  I ac- 
cot'dingly  orderetl  the  whole  of  the  troojis  of  the  lelt  wing, 
e-xcejiting  one  conijiany  for  each  of  the  six  forts  in  tliat  (|uar- 
ter— the  balance  of  the  Pennsylvania  brig.'ule,  and  the  Ohio 
brigade,  under  Gen.  Tupper,  and  a detachment  of  regul.ir 
troojis  and  twelve-months’  volunteers,  under  the  command 
of  Lieut. -Col.  Camjibell,  to  march,  to  this  jilace  as  soon  as 
jiossible,  believing  I should  be  able  to  advance  from  hence 
by  this  day  or  to-morrow;  and  if  it  were  not  in  my  ])ower  to 
take  heavy  artillery  for  the  siege  of  Maiden.  I should  be  en- 
abled to  scout  the  whole  country — disj^erse  the  Indians — de- 
stroy all  the  shipping  of  the  enemy  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  jirovisions,  and  leave  a portion  at,  or  near.  Prownstown 
until  a further  sujjjdy  of  cannon  and  stores  could  be  brought 
uj).  Such  was  my  plan  when  I marcheil  from  Portage  ri\'er 
on  the  1st  instant,  and  my  situation  was  such  as  to  authorize 
the  strongest  hopes  of  success.  .Although  the  aggregtite 
j amount  of  all  the  effective  men,  in  all  the  corjis  abo\-e  men- 
I tioned,  was  only  a number  that  will  greatly  surjirise  you  to 
be  furnished  with  so  many  nominal  brigades,  and  the  jieriod 
of  service  of  the  Kentucky  and  Ohio  troojiS  w.is  rtipidly  ter- 
minating—some  of  them  expiring  about  the  middle  of  the 
month,  and  all  before  the  last  of  it-  -I  had  established  with 
them  the  princijde  that  I had  a right  to  march  them  to  any 
point  before  the  'day  which  would  comjdete  their  fourteen- 
months' tour;  and  I know  them  too  well  to  believe  that  they 
would  abandon  me  in  the  country  of  enemy.  Provisions 
and  ammunition  were  also  on  the  road  from  the  Sanduskys 
and  .Mc.Arthur's  block-house,  in  considerable  cjuantities,  ami 
measures  taken  to  supjily  the  means  cif  transprirtation  for 
the  advance  from  this  place.  These  fair  prosj'ects  hat  ebetn 
entirelv  destroyed  by  circumstances  which  no  human  being 
could  control.  The  jmesent  is  jmecisely  the  season,  in  com- 
mon years,  w'nen  the  most  intense  frosts  prevail  in  this  coun- 
try, giving  the  most  ju-rfect  security  and  facility  in  passing 
the  lakes,  rivers  and  swamjis  with  w hich  it  abounds.  For 
the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  hotvever,  it  has  been  so  warm 
that  the  roads  have  liecome  entirely  liroken  up,  and  fi.ir  a 
considerable  distance  in  our  rear  absolutely  imjiassable  for 
wagons  or  sleds,  and  can  with  great  difficulty  be  trax'ersetl 
with  single  horses.  .A  number  of  wagons  and  sleds,  loaded 
i with  ammunition  and  other  munitions  id'  war,  have  been  eight- 
een days  coming  from  Ljijier  .Sandusky, and  are  yet  twenty- 
ti«  e miles  off.  Eight  days  they  were  sti'pjied  by  an  uncom- 
mon freshet  in  the  Tymocta,  and  have  been  two  more  in  get- 
ting twenty-tive  miles.  The  weather  fias  even  affected  the 
ice  of  the  lake.  On  the  evening  before  last.  1 went  with  a 
detachment  in  jHirsuit  of  a body  of  Irulians,  who  were  ilriv- 
ing  off  the  cattle  from  a small  French  settlement  about  four- 
teen miles' from  this  place.  \\'e  |uirsued  them  for  about 
twenty-six  miles  upon  the  ice,  which  was  so  wetik  in  many 
places  that  a 6-piounder,  which  was  taken  with,  us,  broke 
through,  and  was  nearly  lost,  as  did  several  of  the  c'fticers 
who  were  mounted.  1 have  waited  with  an  anxiety  which  1 
cannot  describe  for  a change  in  the  we.ither;  and  until  this 
day  I never  abandoned  the  ht'pe  of  being  able  to  execute 
the  ])lan  which  I hail  formed.  1 can  no  longer  indulge  such 
hopes.  Indeed,  I fear  I shall  be  censureil  for  bal  ing  cher- 
ished them  too  long,  and  that  1 have  sacriticed  thejiublic  in- 
terests in  a vain  pursuit.  I have  no  hesitation,  houeier,  in 
asserting  that  1 h.ive  it  in  my  powi-r  to  satisly  the  goi  ern- 
ment  that  their  wisltes  would'have  been  accomplished  but 
for  the  unfortunate  eient  of  the  Ri\  er  Kaisiu,  ;ind  others 
o\  er  which  I could  ha\’e  no  control;  and  that,  until  a tew  d.ivs 
since,  my  calculations  of  succeeding  were  sujiiiorted  by  the 
ojiiniou  of  every  general  ,ind  rield  officer  in  the  ;irmy. 

; It  remains  for  me  to  inform  \ on  of  the  disjiosition  1 sh.ill 
I make  of  the  troops  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  winter.  .V 
j battalion  of  the  militia,  lateK  called  out  from  this  bt.ite. 

! with  the  company  of  regul.ir  troops  now  .it  Fort  \\'mi:he>ter. 

I will  garrison  the  jiosts  upon  the  u iters  of  the  \uglaize  .md 
St.  Mary’.->.  The  small  block-houses  upon  1 lull  trace,  will 
have  a subaltern's  comm. did  in  each.  .\  Coinpain  wiii  be 
I jdaced  at  1.  pper  Sandusky,  and  .mother  .it  Low  ei  S.induski . 
■\ll  the  rest  of  the  troups  will  be  brought  to  this  pi. ice, 
amounting  to  from  tifteeii  to  eighteen  hundred  men.  1 .ini 
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erecting  here  a pretty  strong  fort — capable  of  resisting  tielJ 
artillery  at  least.  The  troo[is  will  be  [jlaced  in  a fortified 
cani[>,  covered  on  one  flank  by  the  fort.  This  position  is  the 
best  that  can  be  taken  to  cover  the  frontiers,  and  the  small 
posts  in  the  rear  of  it,  and  those  above  it  on  the  Miami  and 
its  waters.  The  force  placed  here  ought,  however,  to  he 
strong  enough  to  encounter  any  that  the  enemy  may  detach 
against  the  torts  above.  Twenty-five  hundred  would  not  be 
too  many.  But,  anxious  t(.i  reduce  the  expenses  during  the 
winter  within  as  narrow  bounds  as  possible,  I have  desired 
the  governor  of  Kentucky  not  to  call  out,  hut  to  hold  in  read- 
iness to  march,  the  fifteen  hundred  men  lately  rec|uired  of 
him.  All  the  teams  which  have  been  hired  for  the  public 
service  will  be  immediately  discharged,  and  those  belonging 
to  the  putdic,  which  are  principally  oxen,  disposed  of  in  tlie 
settlements,  where  forage  is  cheaper,  and  every  other  ar- 
rangement mad.e  which  can  lessen  the  exjienses  during  th.e 
winter.  .Attention  will  still,  however,  be  [laid  to  the  deposit 
of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  Little  remains  to 
complete  these.  Immense  supplies  of  jirovisions  have  been 
accumulating  upon  tlie  .Auglaize  river,  and  boats  and  ]ji- 
rogues  prepared  ti,>  bring  them  down  as  soon  as  the  river 
opens.  1 shall  have  the  honor  to  give  you  a more  particular 
account  of  these  in  a few  days. 

It  was  Gen.  Harrison's  design  to  make  this 
advance  post  not  only  a central  depot  of  army 
supplies,  but  to  concentrate  force  enough  here  to 
hold  the  enemy  at  bay  until  a fleet  might  be  con- 
structed on  the  lakes  to  operate  with  the  land 
forces  for  the  recapture  of  Detroit  and  the  in- 
vasion of  Canada.  They  had  scarcely  got  to 
work  on  the  fort  when  the  spies  brought  word  of 
a large  encampment  of  Indians  down  the  .bay 
about  twenty  miles.  Harrison  at  once  took  600 
men,  and  made  a night  march  down  the  river  on 
the  ice.  Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Larwill,  who  had 
charge  of  the  only  cannon  with  the  command, 
had  the  misfortune  to  break  through  the  ice  with 
both  horses  and  gun,  which,  in  the  darkness  and 
cold  weather,  were  saved  with  much  difficulty. 
The  troops  arrived  at  their  destination  only  to 
find  deserted  camp  fires,  the  Indians  having  left 
for  Malden  the  day  before.  The  command  re- 
turned to  the  fort,  which  they  reached  about  sun- 
set, making  a march  of  over  forty  miles  on  the 
ice  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  Capt.  Langham,  of 
the  regulars,  led  a force  of  250  men,  who  volun- 
teered for  the  occasion,  on  a desperate  e.xpedi- 
tion,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  be  disclosed 
when  they  got  a sufficient  distance  from  the  fort. 
It  was  nothing  less  than  to  march  to  the  lake,  by 
way  of  Lower  Sandusky  and  Sandusky  river, 
from  the  mouth  of  which  they  were  to  cross  on 
the  ice  to  Malden,  where  undercover  of  darkness 
they  were,  with  combustibles,  to  destroy  the  Brit- 
ish fleet  and  public  stores  at  the  river  bank. 
This  done,  they  were  to  make  a rapid  retreat  on 
twenty-four  sleds  sent  along  for  the  purpose,  to 
the  point  of  Maumee  Bay,  where  Harrison  was 
to  meet  them  with  a strong  force,  and  cover  their 
retreat.  It  was  a hazardous  enterprise,  for  be- 


sides the  British  garrison,  there  was  a large  bodv 
of  the  Indians  camped  at  Malden. 

Capt.  Langham’s  force,  after  leaving  the  lake 
shore,  marched  to  Middle  Bass  island  on  the  ice 
in  a storm  of  wind  and  snowu  Here  the  weather 
began  to  moderate,  and  the  ice  north  of  them 
seemed  to  be  broken  up.  The  weather  was  soft- 
ening all  the  time,  and  the  guides  believed  it  un- 
safe to  venture  across,  lest  the  ice  should  break 
up  and  imprison  them  on  the  Canada  shore,  or 
on  one  of  the  islands.  So,  after  a council  of  offi- 
cers and  guides,  the  expedition  was  abandoned, 
and  the  corps  returned  by  way  of  the  Bay  point, 
where  they  met  Gen.  Harrison  with  a body  of 
troops,  and  all  returned  to  Fort  Meigs. 

One  of  those  singular  illusions  which  arise 
from  natural  causes,  but  which,  unexplained, 
sometimes  create  consternation  among  soldiers 
and  sailors,  as  well  as  other  people,  is  related  as 
an  incident  of  that  expedition.  When  the  sol- 
diers struck  the  lake  at  Sandusky,  some  of  them 
soon  came  into  camp,  in  great  alarm,  at  what  ap- 
peared to  be  a considerable  body  of  men  in  the 
distance,  advancing  on  the  ice.  More  careful 
investigation  proved  it  to  be  the  sun's  rays  re- 
flecting on  the  ridges  of  ice  thrown  up  in  places. 

These  bold,  enterprising  dashes  of  the  .\mer- 
icans,  while  acccomplishing  no  direct  results,  were 
a useful  school  to  the  raw  volunteers,  and  put  a 
restraint  upon  the  marauding  expeditions  of  the 
gnemy.  The  work  of  constructing  the  fort  went  on 
steadily  meantime.  Early  in  March  Gen.  Harrison 
left  for  the  interior  of  the  State  to  arouse  the  au- 
thorities to  the  needs  of  his  army,  and  to  hurry 
forward  reinforcements.  He  especially  appealed 
to  the  governors  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Both 
States  responded,  Kentucky  more  than  gener- 
ously. Under  the  lead  of  the  old  veteran  Shelby, 
she  voted  three  thousand  men,  though  only  fif- 
teen hundred  were  asked  for  by  Harrison.  This 
latter  quota,  organized  into  four  light  regiments 
under  Cols.  Dudley,  Caldwell,  Cox  and  Boswell, 
which  formed  a brigade  under  Gen.  Green  Clay, 
was  on  the  march,  early  in  .\pril,  fully  equipped 
for  war.  Harrison  already  had  information  that 
Proctor  was  planning  an  expedition  against  the 
fort  at  Maumee  Rapids,  and,  gathering  up  what 
few  troops  could  be  spared  at  the  outposts  and 
on  detached  duty,  hurried  to  Defiance  where, 
with  about  four  hundred  men,  he  embarked  in 
boats  and  descended  the  Maumee  to  Fort  Meigs. 
April  1 2th.  All  energies  were  now  bent  to  put- 
ting the  fortifications  in  a good  state  of  defence. 

On  the  morning  of  .\pril  2S,  sure  eijough,  one 
of  Harrison's  spies,  Peter  Navarre,  brought  word 
that  Proctor,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand  men. 
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was  sailing  up  Maumee  Bay,  convoyed  by  two 
• Min-boats.  Soon  this  mongrel  crowd  of  British 
and  savages  landed  at  old  Fort  Miami,  about  a 
mile  below  and  across  the  river  from  Fort  Meigs, 
went  into  camp  and  began  to  plant  batteries. 
Their  heavier  guns  consisted  of  24-pounders.  * 
In  the  night  a battery  of  twelve  guns  also  | 
was  planted  across  the  river  nearly  opposite  1 
Fort  Meigs.  Rain  fell  incessantly,  but  for  all 
this  Proctor  pushed  on  his  preparations  for  the 
siege.  Meantime,  Harrison  had  not  been  idle; 
his  men  were  busy  throwing  up  a traverse,  or 
earthen  wall,  twelve  feet  high,  across  the  fort,  ■ 
for  their  better  protection.  This  performance  ; 
had  been  screened  from  the  British  by  the  tents 
of  the  Americans.  Couriers  had  previously  been  , 
dispatched  to  the  posts  in  the  rear  to  apprise  : 
them  of  what  was  going  on.  Harrison  knew,  i 
however,  that  his  little' force  was  insufficient,  and 
that  his  antagonist  was  daily  augmenting  his 
numbers  by  recruits grriving,  especially  of  savages. 
He  knew  that  Gen.  Clay,  with  his  Kentuckians, 
was  on  the  march,  and  he  was  anxious  to  get 
word  to  him  of  the  peril  the  fort  was  in.  To 
dispatch  a courier  to  him  now  was  difficult,  for 
the  woods  about  the  fort  was  swarming  with 
Indians.  At  this  critical  time,  however,  a gal- 
lant young  Virginian,  connected  with  the  com-  ! 
missary  department,  Capt.  William  Oliver,  vol-  ■ 
unteered  to  carry  a message  to  Gen.  Clay. 
Oliver,  who  was  of  slender  form  and  but  little 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  men  in  the  army,  and  few 
have  equalled  him  in  successfully  carrying  out 
dare-devil  enterprises  in  war.  He  had,  the  year 
before,  saved  the  little  garrison  at  F'ort  Wayne 
by  breaking  through  a cordon  of  600  savages,  , 
who,  under  the  old  chief,  Winnemac,  were  be-  ^ 
sieging  the  post,  and  delivering  a dispatch  to  the 
commandant.  Speaking  of  this  incident  at  Fort 
Meigs,  Gen.  John  E.  Hunt  says: 

Oliver  asked  the  commander  to  let  two  men  ijo  with  him, 
and  the  three  left  the  Fort  about  two  o’clock  at  nisrht.  While 
they  were  crossing'  a ravine  near  the  fort,  the  Indians  heard  i 
them  and  gave  the  alarm.  Soon  swarms  of  red  skins  were 
on  the  move.  Oliver's  party  reintal  ii[)  their  horses;  their 
safety  now  depended  on  keeping  ]ierfectly  still.  The  dumb 
animals,  as  if  realizing  the  danger,  stood  as  mute  as  stones 
until  the  savages  had  [>ass(xi,  when  the  horsemen  dashed  on, 
but  Soon  after  found  out  they  were  pursued  by  half  a score 
of  mounted  warriors.  The  pursuit  was  kept  up  until  Oli- 
ver was  within  one  mile  of  the  stockade  at  f’orlage, 
eighteen  miles  from  the  fort,  where  the  weary  riders  rested, 
after  which,  they  resuim.'d  their  journey,  and  reached  Gen.  | 
Olay  at  Defiance.  Just  before  Oliver  arrived  at  Defiance,  a 
gallant  young  Kentuckian,  Capt.  Leslie  Combs,  had  volun- 
ti  ered  to  carry  a dis[)atch  to  Harrison  t(,'lling  him  that  help 
"'■■Coming. 

Combs,  in  his  make-up  for  dangerous  enter- 


prises, was  a good  counterpart  of  Capt.  Oliver, 
and  his  adventure  down  the  Maumee  is  best  told 
in  his  own  story  delivered  before  the  Wood 
County  Pioneers  at  Bowling  Green,  July  4,  1877: 

It  was  decided  that  some  one  should  he  sent  at  once  to 
Gen.  Harrison  that  we  were  on  the  road  to  relieve  him.  I 
was  captain  of  the  spies,  and  I thought  it  my  duty  to  go.  I 
asked  for  a good  canoe,  and  took  four  of  my  men,  two  broth- 
ers named  \\'alker,  Paxton  ami  Johnson  anil  a young  Shaw- 
nee, named  Blackfish.  After  getting  down  the  river  about 
fifty  miles  all  right,  our  yirogress  over  the  rapids  was  more 
difficult.  It  was  like  catching  a man  by  the  heels  and  pull- 
ing him  down  stairs.  Hlacktish  was  in  the  stern  with  a steer- 
ing oar,  while  I was  at  the  bow,  looking  out  our  course  and 
watching  for  surprises,  and  the  other  four  men  took  turns  at 
the  oars.  When  we  got  to  Rush-de-boo  Joe  Paxton  said. 
"Captain,  let  us  land  and  take  it  afoot.  I would  rather  be 

scalped  by  Imlians  than  be  drowned  in  this  d d rix  er;"  we 

went  on,  however,  in  the  boat,  but  it  was  mitrning  before  w'e 
reached  the  lastbemi  in  the  river  and,  as  we  turned  the  point 
and  saw’  the  old  flag  at  the  fort,  we  gave  a great  cheer.  At 
first  we  saw  only  a solitary  Indian,  and  our  Shaw  nee  thought 
it  was  one  of  his  own  tribe  or,  possibly,  at  least,  a friendly 
Indian,  but  a moment  later  the  woods  swarmed  with  them, 

when  he  suddenly  exclaimed,  " Pottawatamie,  by  ." 

Tlicy  itiiened  fire  on  us  at  once,  and  we  fired  back.  Johnson 
was  soon  shot  through  the  body  and  mortally  wounded,  and 
Paxton  was  wounded.  At  last  when  we  saw'  all  hope  of  our 
getting  to  the  fort  cut  off,  we  landed  on  the  British  side  and 
took  to  our  heels,  those  who  could,  each  tor  himself.  When 
I got  back  to  Gen.  Clay,  1 was  pretty  badly  used  up;  I started 
May  1,  and  got  back  .May  3.  Capt.  Oliver  was  there,  and 
ready  to  start  out  on  the  same  errand  from  which  1 had  just 
returned. 

At  F"ort  Meigs  there  was  anxiety  and  suspense; 
many  a searching  glance  swept  up  the  river  to 
catch  some  signal,  or  sound,  of  the  expected  aid. 
Not  only  were  men  needed,  but  the  fort  was 
short  of  ammunition,  of  which  Gen.  Clay  was 
bringing  a supply.  On  the  first  of  May  the  Eng- 
lish batteries  opened,  in  a dismal  rainstorm. 
The  cannonade  was  severe  and  almost  continuous 
for  five  days,  but  not  nearly  so  destructive  and 
deadly  as  the  English  had  hoped;  though,  at  the 
start,  it  was  trying  to  the  nerves  of  the  raw  vol- 
unteers. On  the  second  night,  under  cover  of 
darkness,  the  British  artillerists  crossed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  with  cannon  and  mortars, 
and  planted  two  batteries  on  a knoll  in  the 
thicket  less  than  three  hundred  steps  east  of  the 
fort.  Harrison’s  engineers  had  anticipated  this 
danger  by  throwing  up  short  cross  traverses, 
which  prevented  the  iron  hail  from  doing  the 
deadly  work  its  projectors  had  planned.  This 
move  by  Proctor  indicated  that  he  knew  the 
weak  condition  of  the  fort,  or  else  it  showed  poor 
generalship  on  his  part,  in  exposing  a detachment 
so  that  the  main  force  could  not  protect  them  in 
case  of  assault  from  the  garrison. 

On  the  fourth  day,  Gen.  Proctor  sent  Maj. 
Chambers  with  a pompous  demand  for  the  imme- 
diate surrender  of  the  fort.  “Tell  your  general.  ’ 
said  Harrison,  “that  when  he  gets  this  fort,  it 
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will  be  under  circumstances  that  will  do  him  more 
honor  than  a thousand  surrenders.” 

Gen.  Harrison  had  learned  that  day,  from 
two  deserters,  that  Proctor  was  discussing  the 
feasibility  of  a night  assault  on  the  fort,  and  that 
very  night,  about  midnight,  the  sentries  bred  on 
some  approaching  men,  and  the  camp  was  aroused. 
It  was  a happy  surprise,  and  nobody  hurt.  The 
disturber  was  the  gallant  Oliver,  accompanied  by 
Maj.  Trimble  and  fifteen  men,  in  a boat,  with 
the  glad  tidings  that  Gen.  Clay,  with  his  i,aoo 
Kentuckians,  was  a few  miles  above,  and  desired 
orders.  This  was  inspiring  news  to  the  an.xious, 
mud-bespattered  garrison,  and  none  realized  the 
importance  of  the  arrival  more  than  Gen.  Harri- 
son. Clay  had  heard  the  roar  of  the  can- 
non at  Defiance,  and  had  been  hurrying  forward 
as  fast  as  possible,  with  eighteen  large  scows, 
carr}-ing  supplies  and  ammunition.  Harrison 
lost  no  time,  but  sent  Capt.  Hamilton  and  a 
guide,  in  a canoe,  to  meet  Gen.  Clay,  with  orders 
that  he  should  land  Soo  men  at  a designated 
point  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  march  down, 
■capture  the  batteries  opposite  the  fort,  spike  the 
guns  and  throw  them  down  the  river  bank;  after 
•which  they  were  directed  to  immediately  return 
to  their  boats  and  cross  to  Fort  Meigs.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  force  was  to  land  on  the  south 
bank  and  fight  their  way  into  the  fort  with  such 
help  as  the  garrison  could  give  them.  For  this 
purpose  Gen.  Harrison  planned  two  sorties;  one 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  fort  to  cover  the  entrance 
of  Clay’s  forces;  the  other  on  the  British  battery 
on  the  east,  near  the  present  Hayes  dwelling. 
These  operations  were  intended  to  be  simulta- 
neous, or  so  nearly  so  as  to  prevent  the  British 
from  concentrating  their  fire  on  any  one  point. 
It  was  a well-conceived  plan  for  the  destruction 
of  the  two  batteries  nearest  the  fort,  and  the  safe 
landing  of  the  boats  with  the  supplies  and  ammu- 
nition; but  it  is  difficult  with  ine.xperienced  troops 
to  carry  out,  under  fire,  all  the  details  necessary 
to  complete  success,  and  this  case  was  not  an 
exception. 

may,  however,  picture  in  our  minds  one 
of  the  most  exciting  and  thrilling  scenes  of  war,  in 
the  arena  at  the  Maumee  Rapids,  that  May  morn- 
ing in  1813.  The  present  beautiful  panorama — 
with  its  time-worn  scars,  the  smooth,  grassy 
slopes,  the  ruins  of  the  old  garrison  well,  the 
sunken  graves,  the  well-rounded  ridges  marking 
the  old  line  of  intrenchments,  and  the  quiet, 
pretty  cities  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  river — 
is  a very  striking  contrast  to  the  fearful  scene  of 
battle  on  that  spring  morning. 

It  was  a death  struggle  disclosing  some  of  the 


ugliest  features  of  the  war,  and  the  river  and 
both  sliores  were  the  scene  of  combat.  The 
lines  of  blue  and  scarlet,  scarcely  discernible  in 
the  canopy  of  smoke  and  the  rattle  of  musketrv, 
told  where  the  battle  raged,  and  the  startling 
shouts  of  the  savages  were  heard,  blended  with 
the  almost  continuous  and  deafening  roar  of  can- 
non. The  Kentuckians  were  exasperated  and 
desperate  because  of  the  butchery  of  their  breth- 
ren the  previous  year,  at  the  River  Raisin.  The 
Indians  were  crazed  and  blood-thirsty  with  tlie 
promise  of  Proctor,  that  the  garrison  should  be 
turned  over  to  them,  including  IlaTrison.  who 
was  especial!}’  hated  by  Tecumseh,  for  a carnival 
of  blood  and  feast  of  vengeance. 

Col.  Dudley,  who  had  commiand  of  the  de- 
tachment on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  charged 
and  captured  the  batteries  as  directed,  spiked 
eleven  of  the  guns,  and'  dispersed  the  enem}-. 
Here  a fatal  error  was  committed.  Capt.  Combs 
with  his  scouts  pursued  the  fieeing  Indians  into 
the  woods,  and  was  soon  drawn  into  a serious 
fight  in  which  the  savages,  behind  logs  and  trees, 
had  all  the  advantage.  Col.  Dudley  naturally 
felt  it  his  duty  to  hurry  to  the  relief  of  his  scours. 
It  was  in  vain  that  Gen.  Harrison  signaled 
him  from  the  fort,  to  return.  W’hen  the  victori- 
ous Kentuckians  followed  in  hot  pursuit.  Harrison 
exclaimed  in  anguish,  “They  are  lost!  They  are 
lost!”  Proctor,  seeing  his  opportunit}’,  rallied 
his  forces  and  placed  himself  between  the  Amer- 
icans and  the  river,  and  when  Dudley’s  men 
turned  from  a fruitless  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  the 
plain,  where  Maumee  now  stands,  became  the 
scene  of  a bloody  contest,  in  which  the  Kentuck- 
ians were  soon  overwhelmed,  and  all  killed  or 
captured.  The  prisoners  were  forced  to  run  the 
gauntlet,  aud  many  were  butchered  after  the  bat- 
tle was  over.  Harrison,  at  Fort  Meigs,  was 
powerless  to  aid  Dudley.  He  had  two  separate 
battles  raging  on  the  south  side,  and  the  safet}’  of 
the  boats  and  supplies  depended  on  his  success 
there.  Even  his  artiller}'  was  useless  to  procect 
Dudley’s  men,  so  intermingled  were  the  combat- 
ants. This  unfortunate  affair  is  known  in  tiv-: 
war  records  as  the  “Capture  of  Clay's  detach- 
ment.” The  gallant  Dudley  was  killed  air! 
scalped,  and  five  of  his  captains  and  one  lieutenant 
met  a similar  fate. 

On  the  south  side  the  Americans  met  with 
better  success.  Gen.  Clay  kept  down  the  scuta 
shore,  but  not  finding  an  officer  there,  as  .ir- 
ranged,  to  show  him  where  to  land,  he  attempt'-  ' 
to  cross  over  and  join  Dudley,  but  w as  preventer 
by  the  swift  current,  and  finally  made  a lamlii.-; 
on  the  south  bank,  and  got  into  the  fort,  under  a 
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pretty  hot  fire,  with  only  fifty  men.  Col.  Bes-  ^ 
u I'll, "with  the  remainder  of  the  force,  drifted  ' 
down  and  attempted  to  join  Dudley;  but  before  | 
he  became  involved  in  the  fight  he  was  ordered  | 
to  return  to  the  south  side  and  go  into  the  fort,  | 
which  he  did  after  a hard  contest,  in  which  he  ; 
wa.s  aided  by  the  garrison.  The  Kentuckians  i 
were  zealous,  and  brave  to  fatal  rashness,  in  their  1 
anxiety  to  visit  punishment  on  the  Indians  and  : 
British.  But  the  severe  lesson  in  discipline  here  ’ 
taught  w’as  not  lost  on  them  in  later  service. 

In  the  meantime  the  garrison  troops  were 
busy  in  another  direction.  Col.  John  Miller,  of  ! 
the  19th  Regulars,  with  about  400  men,  of  which  | 
two  companies  were  volunteers,  led  an  assault, 
under  a galling  fire  from  the  Indians  secreted  in 
the  woods,  on  the  battery  east  of  the  fort,  and 
captured  it.  This  battery  was  protected  by  two 
companies  of  British  grenadiers  and  infantry, 
and  as  many  Canadian  militia,  and  a swarm  of  In- 
dians. As  a part  of  tlie  British  were  in  retreat 
toward  the  river,  Maj.  Todd,  with  a company  of 
men,  sallied  out  of  the  fort  and  captured  about 
fifty  prisoners. 

There  yet  remained  a very  important  part  of 
the  programme  to  be  completed;  that  of  getting 
the  boat  supplies  into  the  fort.  This  was  accomp- 
lished, according  to  a British  account  of  the 
siege,  afterward  published,  by  a bit  of  strategy,  or 
shrewd  diplomacy,  on  the  part  of  Gen.  Harrison. 
From  the  English  account,  it  seems  that  while 
hostilities  had  ceased  temporarily,  under  a flag  of 
truce,  sent  out  by  Gen.  Harrison,  to  effect  an 
exchange  of  some  prisoners,  the  Americans  were 
busy  in  the  peaceful  occupation  of  unloading  the 
boats. 

This  day  of  exciting  war,  stirring  episodes, 
deeds  of  heroism,  bloodshed  and  savage  cruelty, 
practically  closed  the  siege.  There  was  desultory 
cannonading  until  the  9th,  when  Proctor  having 
been  deserted  by  many  of  his  savage  allies,  who 
had  tired  of  the  siege,  embarked  that  day  on  his 
boats  and  went  down  the  bay.  Before  they  left 
they  gave  Fort  Meigs  a parting  volley,  which 
killed  and  wounded  about  thirty'  Americans. 

“ However,”  says  one  of  the  garrison,  “ we  were 
glad  to  see  them  off  on  any  terms.  The  next 
morning  we  could  leave  the  ditches,  and  walk 
about  with  something  more  of  an  air  of  freedom 
than  we  had  done  for  the  last  fourteen  days;  and 
here  I wish  I could  present  to  the  reader  a pic- 
ture of  the  condition  we  found  ourselves  in  when 
the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  gave  us  time  to 
luok  at  each  other’s  outward  appearance.  The 
scarcity  of  water  had  put  the  washing  of  hands 
and  faces,  much  less  our  clothing,  out  of  the 


question.  Many  had  scarcely  any  clothing  left, 
and  that  which  they  wore  was  so  begrimed  and 
torn  by  our  residence  in  the  ditches,  and  other 
means,  that  we  presented  the  appearance  of  scare- 
crows.” 

Many  incidents,  during  the  siege,  of  personal 
bravery,  tragic  sadness,  and  some  of  grotesque 
mishaps,  that,  under  less  serious  circumstances, 
would  have  been  laughable,  took  place.  Such  is, 
a part  of  the  history  of  all  sieges  and  of  all  wars, 
Lieut.  ^^Mlker,  while  out  hunting  waterfowl  some 
time  before  the  siege  began,  w’as  killed  and 
scalped,  and  his  is  the  only  grave  there  now 
marked  by  a headstone.  The  grave  of  Lieut. 
McCullough,  who  was  killed  during  the  siege, 
while  talking  to  Gen.  Harrison,  was  for  a time 
enclosed  by  a wooden  picket,  long  since  fallen 
into  decay. 

hieing  short  of  cannon  balls,  Harrison  offered 
a gill  of  whisky  for  every  ball  delivered  to  the 
magazine  keeper.  Over  eight  thousand  were  thus 
gathered  in.  These,  of  course,  represented  only 
a small  per  cent,  of  the  number  fired  into  the 
fort,  and  exclusive  of  the  shells,  which  usually- 
exploded,  but  were  buried  so  deep  in  the  mud 
that  they’  did  little  harm.  Lor  safety  against 
these,  the  men  had  holes  dug  under  ground 
behind  the  traverse  and  covered  with  plank. 
When  the  warning  signal  of  the  coming  of  these 
dangerous  visitors  was  given,  each  fellow  scud 
into  his  hole  like  a prairie  dog.  When,  finally 
they  were  driven  out  of  these  by  rains,  and  had  to 
stay  in  their  tents,  a man  was  usually  kept  on 
guard,  and  when  he  would  give  the  alarm,  each 
soldier  would  rush  out  and  watch  the  fiery-tailed 
messenger  of  death  (they  were  fuse  shelL,  and  if 
it  came  dangerously  near,  leave  or  throw  thetn- 
selves  flat  on  the  earth.  In  this  trying  experience, 
the  men  sometimes  got  so  weary  that  they  fell 
asleep  and  could  not  be  aroused  by  the  death- 
warning signal.  Another  serious  danger  menaced 
them  constantly.  The  savages  climbed  up  and 
hid  themselves  in  trees,  and  elevating  their  range 
sent  leaden  messengers  into  the  fort,  occasionally 
disabling  or  killing  a man. 

There  formerly  stood  a fine  elm  tree  * not  far 
from  the  river  bank,  in  the  upper  part  of  Maumee, 
from  the  top  of  which,  as  told  by  the  soldiers, 
many  a bullet  came  across  the  river  to  the  fort. 
Finally,  as  the  story  goes,  a particularly  audacious 
Indian  “buck”  got  up  into  the  tree,  and  after 
firing  into  the  fort,  made  the  most  tantalizing 
banters,  by  vulgar  gestures  and  otherwise,  for  the 

* U.  TrombU,  writing;  in  iliat  the  elm  was  cut  d nvn  bv 

Ch«Dles  Crott.  prior  lo  erecting;  a buildinti^  there,  whiph  w.\s  us*'d  !■  r 
brewery  piirpo<es.  The  block  in  the  present  ureat  elm  w.ts  plaoevl  livjte 
by  Win.  Kusscll,  of  Perrysburjj,  in  which  to  place  a tlu'^stalt  on  teie  da>s. 
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Americans  to  shoot  him  if  the\'  could.  About 
this  time  a marksman  in  the  fort,  resting  his  gun 
across  the  parapet,  fired,  and  the  Indian  fell  out 
of  the  elm,  head  first,  after  which  there  was  no 
more  firing  from  that  tree.  The  gun  with  which 
this  feat  was  said  to  have  been  performed,  was 
afterward  owned  by  Peter  Manor,  and  in  later 
years  by  Jared  Cotherell,  of  the  “ Mad  Anthony 
Restaurant,’’  Fort  \Va}’ne,  and  is  now  reported 
to  be  in  possession  of  the  Indiana  State  Histor- 
ical Society,  at  Indianapolis.  The  writer  once 
had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  piece.  It 
is  an  unusual  gun  of  its  kind,  of  the  tiint-lock 
pattern,  of  e.xtraordinary  length,  weight  and  cali- 
ber, and  after  seeing  it,  one  cannot  doubt  tliat, 
well  charged,  it  would  kill  an  Indian  at  a mile 
range,  and,  possibly  too,  the  man  who  had  the 
nerve  to  fire  it.  It  is  a monster  of  a gun,  and  was 
said  to  have  belonged  to  Harrison's  headquarters 
during  the  siege,  and  tradition  says  that  the  Com- 
mander presented  it  to  Manor,  who  was  one  of 
his  trusted  scouts. 

The  visitor  now  at  the  old  ruins  of  the  fort, 
will  notice  the  place  where  there  was  once  a well. 
That  well,  si.xty  feet  deep,  was  dug  in  great  haste 
and  walled  with  stone.  It  was  about  the  only 
resource  the  garrison  had  for  water,  and  so  sudden 
was  the  coming  of  the  besiegers  that  the  well  was 


uncompleted  when  they  came,  and  the  distance  to 
the  river,  covered  by  the  enemy’s  guns,  made  the 
water  supply  from  that  source  verv  uncertain. 

The  fort,  as  originally  laid  cut  and  constructed, 
was  oblong  shaped  and  embraced  nearls  eleven 
acres  of  land,  but  was  found  too  large  to  be 
properly  manned  with  a small  force,  and,  soon 
after  the  besiegers  left,  was  cut  down  to  about 
half  its  original  dimensions.  The  walis  consisted 
of  palisades,  fourteen  feet,  sunk  four  feet  into  the 
ground,  with  embankments  of  earth  on  each  side: 
a deep  outside  ditch  and  a broad,  shallow  one  in- 
side, with  bastions,  at  regular  intervals,  mounted 
with  cannon.  It  is  thus  seen  that  with  a full 
complement  of  men  and  supplies,  and  ably  coui- 
manded.  Fort  Meigs  was,  for  those  days,  a for- 
midable earth  fortification,  and  could  only  have 
been  successfully  assailed  with  a large  force  and 
at  great  sacrifice  of  life. 

The  estimated  force  under  Proctor  was  3.200 
men,  of  which  about  half  were  Indians.  The 
Americans  had,  including  that  part  of  Gen.  Clay's 
force  which  reached  the  fort,  about  i.ooom.en. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  the  siege,  aside  from 
Dudley’s  losses,  were  80  killed  and  i So  wounded. 
Of  Proctor’s  losses  there  have  never  appeared  any 
official  data  from  which  to  make  an  estimate. 


CHAPTER  X. 


War  of  1812  Coxtixl'ed — Second  Siege  of  Fort  AIeigs — Cart.  Oeiver’s  Perilois  Mission — 
Gen.  Clay  in  Com.m.^nd — Thrilling  Incidents — Tecu.mseh  and  Proctor — Baiile  of  the 


Thames-— Memoir  of  Tecumseh. 

AS  soon  as  Gen.  Harrison  was  sure  the  en- 
emy had  given  up  his  attempt  to  possess 
the  Maumee  Country,  and  had  left,  he 
repaired  the  damages  to  his  works,  left 
Gen.  Clay  in  command,  and  started  for  the 
interior  of  the  State  to  organize  a more  effective 
force,  not  only  to  protect  American  soil,  but  to 
invade  Canada,  as  soon  as  the  naval  equipment 
on  Lake  Erie  could  gQt  ready  to  co-operate 
with  the  land  forces.  In  this  effort  he  was 
quite  successful,  and  by  midsummer  his  pros- 
pects for  a well-organized,  well-equipped  army, 
of  respectable  size,  for  the  work  contemplated, 
were  good.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  had  arrived, 
in  May,  at  Ft.  Meigs,  with  700  mounted 
Kentuckians,  and  did  good  service  in  scouting 
and  outpost  duty,  and  restraining  the  savages 


from  raids  on  the  interior  settlements.  Mean- 
while the  British  about  Detroit  were  not  idle. 
While  Harrison  was  getting  ready  to  invade  Can- 
ada, they  were  getting  ready  to  come  back  to 
the  Maumee.  Proctor  had  sent  agents  amonc 
the  tribes  as  far  as  the  Mississippi  river  and  Green 
{ Bay,  and  by  great  promises  had  lured  them  int^ 
his  services.  A thousand  or  more  warriors  arrive’, 
i from  the  West  early  in  June,  and  by  the  middle 
i of  July  about  2,500  savages  were  assembled  .it 
: Detroit  to  take  the  warpath  against  the  .\meri- 
‘ cans.  With  this  formidable  au.xiliary  force,  Pro-  - 
tor  joined  his  1.500  British  and  Canadians,  aiui 
; true  to  his  fornu-r  threat  to  make  Fort  Mei~- 
another  visit,  he  sailed  into  Maumee  ba\'  jC' 

; 20,  and  landed  his  forces  for  a second  attempt  t ■ 

' take  the  fort.  [Harrison,  in  his  report  to  tla 
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Scrretary  of  War,  says:  “Gen.  Proctor  left 

M.iKlen  with  the  determination  of  storming  Fort 
Meigs.  His  immense  body  of  troops  was  divided 
into  three  commands  (and  must  ha\'e  amounted 
to  at  least  5,000);  Dixon  commanded  the  Macki- 
naw and  other  Northern  tribes;  Tecum.seh,  those 
uf  the  W'abash,  Illinois  and  St.  Joseph;  mid 
Pound  Head,  a Wyandot  chief,  the  warriors  of 
his  own  nation,  and  those  of  the  Ottawas,  Chip- 
pewas  and  Pottawatamies  of  the  Michigan  Terri- 
turv.  Upon  seeing  the  formidable  preparations 
to  receive  them  at  Fort  Meigs,  the  idea  of  storm- 
ing was  abandoned,  and  the  plan  adopted  of  de- 
coying the  garrison  out,  or  inducing  men  to  come 
to  its  relief  with  a force  inadequate  to  repel  the 
attack  of  his  immense  hordes  of  saN  ages.  Hav- 
ing waited  several  days  for  the  latter,  and  prac- 
ticing, ineffectual!}',  several  stratagems  to  accom- 
plish the  former,  provisions  began  to  be  scarce, 
and  the  Indians  to  be  dissatisfied.  The  attack 
upon  Sandusky  was  the  dernier  resort.  The 
greater  part  of  the  Indians  refused  to  accompany 
liim,  and  returned  to  the  River  Raisin.  Tecum- 
seh,  with  his  command,  remained  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Meigs,  sending  parties  to  all  the 
posts  upon  Hull's  road,  and  those  upon  the 
Auglaize,  to  search  for  cattle.  Five  hundred  of 
the  Northern  Indians,  under  Dixon,  attended 
Proctor.”]  There  was  at  that  time  only  a few 
hundred  men  in  the  garrison;  but  the  fort  had 
been  reduced  in  size,  and  Proctor  knew  that  it 
would  be  defended  as  long  as  there  was  a man  in 
it  alive.  [It  afterward  became  known  that  if,  by 
any  means,  the  fort  had  been  captured,  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  garrison  were  to  fire  the  magazine, 
and  let  friend  and  foe  perish  together,  and  thus 
cheat  the  savages  out  of  the  fiendish  pastime  of 
a massacre.]  He  knew  that  Gen.  Harrison  was 
somewhere  outside  the  fort,  with  probably  a 
pretty  fair  sized  command,  and  was  liable  at  any 
time  to  make  his  sudden  appearance.  Gen.  Clay, 
who  had  been  warned,  by  his  spies,  that  he  would 
receive  a hostile  visit  from  Proctor,  had  sent  word 
to  Harrison  at  Upper  Sandusky.  On  the  night 
of  the  arrival  of  the  British  force,  he  sent 
another  courier.  By  this  time,  and  for  some  days 
previous,  swarms  of  Indians  had  appeared  in  the 
vicinity,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  ten  men 
were  surprised  by  them,  and  onlv  three  es- 
caped. 


In  this  state  of  affairs,  it  was  no  sure  thing 
that  a courier  could  get  safely  from  the  fort  to 
^'Cn.  Harrison.  Again  th.e  reckless  rider  and 
fearless  soldier.  Capt.  William  Oliver,  was  called 
upon,  and.  with  his  patriotic  sense  of  duty,  did 
not  hesitate  to  undertake  the  perilous  mission. 


! He  was  accompanied  by  Capt.  McCune,  of  the 
' Ohio  volunteers,  and  a \drginia  corporal.  As 
[ the  three  emerged  from  tlie  fort  about  nine 
I o’clock  at  night,  the  British  band  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Maumee  struck  up  the  tattoo,  which 
in  some  degree  helped  to  cover  the  noise  of  their 
movements  until  they  got  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  fort,  when  they  rode  almost  into 
an  Indian  camp.  I'or  a little  time  their  suspense 
was  very  great,  but  the  startled  Indians  luckily 
i passed  round  them  in  their  search  in  the  dark- 
i ness,  when  Oliver’s  party  dashed  off  in  an  oppo- 
; site  direction  into  the  forest,  pursued  by  the 
I savages.  McCune  got  separated  from  the  othei's, 
and  not -being  used  to  the  woods  was  a day  late 
in  reaching  Harrison.  At  nine  o’clock  the  fol- 
lowing night,  Oliver  reached  Upper  Sandusky, 
j but  found  that  the  General  had  gone  to  Lower 
I Sandusky,  to  which  place  he  at  once  followed 
' him,  making  a continuous  ride  of  over  one  hun- 
! dred  miles  through  forests  and  swamps,  much  of 
his  time  without  a trail,  and  two  entire  nights  and 
a day  and  a half  without  sleep.  Gen.  flarrison. 
having  need  of  Oliver’s  services  in  another  direc- 
tion, sent  Capt.  McCune  back  to  Gen.  Clay, 
with  word  that  no  effort  would  be  spared  to  re- 
lieve the  fort,  but  that,  meantime,  he  must  be  on 
his  guard  against  surprises  by  the  enemy.  It 
appears  to  have  been  the  determination  of  Gen. 
Harrison,  in  case  the  enemy  had  laid  siege  to  the 
fort,  to  have  taken  a picked  body  of  men,  and. 
by  an  unfrequented  route,  reach  the  fort  in  the 
night,  and  cut  his  way  in.  Gen.  Cla}'  was  m}Sti- 
fied  by  the  enemy’s  action;  they  had  not  begun  a 
siege  as  if  intending  to  prosecute  it  to  the  end. 
In  this  dilemma,  he  again  dispatched  the  faithful 
McCune  to  Harrison  with  word  that  a force  of 
about  Soo  Indians  had  been  seen,  from  the  fort, 
passing  up  the  north  bank  of  the  Maumee,  for  the 
purpose,  as  was  supposed  by  Clay,  of  attacking 
i Fort  Winchester,  at  Defiance.  This  move  puz- 
zled Harrison,  but  still  he  thought  it  was  a ruse 
to  cover  some  other  design;  the  fact  of  their 
marching  by,  in  plain  sight  of  the  fort,  was,  to  a 
soldier,  suggestive  that  the  move  was  a blind  of 
some  sort.  The  Commander's  judgment  was. 
that  Proctor  contemplated  an  attack  on  Lower 
Sandusky,  Upper  Sandusky,  or  Cleveland,  and 
he  kept  a force  on  the  lookout  for  tliat  con- 
tingency. On  the  afternoon  of  Jul\'  25th,  Mc- 
Cune was  sent  back  to  Fort  Meigs,  with  the 
I views  of  the  Commander  on  the  situation,  and 
i sa\'ing,  that  in  case  Proctor  laid  siege  to  the 
' fort,  he  w’ould  come  to  its  help.  Again  Ceii. 
Clay  was  enjoined  to  beware  of  surprises,  d his 
came  well  nigh  being  McCune’s  last  ride.  He 
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lost  his  way  in  the  night,  and  did  not  reach 
the  fort  until  about  daylight.  When  entering 
the  open  ground  he  was  discovered  by  the  savages, 
and  only  after  a most  exciting  race,  and  very  nar- 
row escape,  did  he  get  inside  the  gates. 

Henry  Howe’s  Ohio  history  gives  this  spir- 
ited account  of  McCune’s  adventure:  “He 

arrived  near  the  fort  about  daybrea’x  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  having  lost  his  way  in  the  night, 
accompanied  by  James  Doolan,  a French  Cana- 
dian. They  were  just  upon  the  point  of  leaving 
the  forest  and  entering  upon  the  cleared  ground 
around  the  fort,  when  they  were  intercepted  by 
a party  of  Indians.  They  immediately  took  to 
the  high  bank  with  their  horses,  and  retreated  at 
full  gallop  up  the  river  for  several  miles,  pursued 
by  the  Indians,  also  mounted,  until  they  came  to 
a deep  ravine,  putting  up  from  the  river  in  a 
southerly  direction,  when  they  turned  upon  the 
river  bottom  and  continued  a short  distance, 
until  they  found  their  further  progress  in  that 
direction  stopped  by  an  impassable  swamp.  The 
Indians  foreseeing  their  dilemna,  from  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  and  expecting  they  would 
naturally  follow  up  the  ravine,  galloped  thither  to 
bead  them  off.  .McCune  guessed  their  intention, 
and  he  and  his  companion  turned  back  upon 
their  own  track  for  the  fort,  gaining,  by  this 
maneuvre,  several  hundred  3'ards  upon  their  pur- 
suers. The  Indians  gave  a yell  of  chagrin,  and 
followed  at  their  utmost  speed.  Just  as  they 
neared  the  fort,  McCune  dashed  into  a thicket 
across  his  course,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which 
other  Indians  had  huddled,  awaiting  their  prey. 
When  this  body  of  Indians  had  thought  them 
almost  in  their  possession,  again  was  the  presence 
of  mind  of  McCune  signally  displayed.  He 
wheeled  his  horse,  followed  by  Doolan,  made  his 
way  out  of  the  thicket  by  the  passage  he  had 
entered,  and  galloped  around  into  the  open  space 
between  them  and  the  river,  where  the  pursuers 
were  checked  by  the  fire  from  the  block-house  at 
the  western  angle  of  the  fort.  In  a few  minutes 
after  their  arrival,  their  horses  dropped  from 
fatigue.  The  Indians  probably  had  orders  to 
take  them  alive,  as  they  had  not  fired  until  just 
as  they  entered  the  fort;  but,  in  the  chase,  Mc- 
Cune had  great  difficulty  in  persuading  Doolan  to 
reserve  his  fire  until  the  last  extremity,  and  they 
therefore  brought  in  their  pieces  loaded.” 

That  episode,  one  of  the  most  thrilling  of  the 
many  exciting  incidents  of  that  w'ar,  would  form 
a lively  theme  for  the  pencil  of  an  artist.  The 
artists  of  Tam  O'Shanter's  ride  drew  w'holly  on 
their  imaginations,  w'hile  in  this  case  the  scene  is 
laid  on  real  facts. 


There  was  more  at  stake  than  McCune’s  life 
! hanging  on  that  terrible  race  to  keep  from  the 
I clutches  of  the  howling  savages.  1'he  fate  of 
! the  garrison  was  in  the  balance.  The  message 
he  carried,  no  doubt,  saved  the  fort,  as  will  be 
seen  from  what  followed  that  afternoon. 

About  an  hour  before  dark  a rapid,  heavv 
musketr}'  fire  was  heard  on  the  Lower  Sandusk}- 
road;  there  were  loud  Indian  yells,  and  a terrific 
battle  seemed  in  progress.  The  savages  could 
; be  seen  attacking  a body  of  troops  with  great 
: fury;  the  troops  gave  way,  but  rallied  again  and 
i'  drove  the  savages.  The  belief  at  once  prevailed 
■ in  the  fort  that  Harrison  had  sent  reinforcements, 
i and  that  they  were  in  a severe  battle  with  the 
’ enemy.  With  one  accord  the  men  demanded  to 
! be  led  to  the  assistance  of  their  comrades.  Gen. 
i Clay  was  greatly  perplexed.  Fle  could  not  ac- 
I count  for  the  fighting,  yet  he  felt  sure  that  it  was 
; not  Harrison’s  men,  for  the  message  of  that 
morning  disproved  that  theory;  “that  he  would 
; not  come  with,  or  send  any  more  troops  to  Fort 
Meigs  until  there  seemed  further  necessity  for 
; it,”  were  the  words  of  McCune;  still  the  men 
: were  clamorous  and  almost  mutinous  in  their 
: conduct,  because  their  General  refused  to  send 
I out  help.  Even  the  higher  officers  shared  quite 
: generally  in  the  same  feeling.  That  was  a criti- 
cal moment;  it  required  a self-poised,  cool,  de- 
cided mind  at  the  helm  to  prevent  a fatal  mis- 
take. Gen.  Clay  proved  equal  to  the  emergency, 
though  a heavy  rain  storm,  just  at  that  time, 
caused  the  din  of  battle  to  subside,  and  helped 
to  quiet  the  frenzied  clamor  within  the  fort. 
The  garrison  had  escaped.  A deadly  trap  had 
been  laid  for  them ; an  ingenious,  blood\‘ 
snare,  the  offspring  of  a greater  brain  than 
Proctor's,  had  been  set  for  the  impulsive,  over- 
brave Kentuckians  in  the  fort.  It  well  nigh  suc- 
ceeded. 

Tecumseh  and  Proctor  naturally  calculated 
that,  with  the  large  demonstration  of  forces  they 
were,  making,  Cla>' would  send  for  help,  which, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  he  did.  They  supposed,  too. 
that  he  was  expecting  it  (here  the\’  miscalculated  . 
and  by  way  of  the  Sandusky  road.  Now  it  was 
easy  for  Tecumseh  to  {nit  his  scouts  on  that  road, 
to  make  sure  that  troops  did  not  come  upon  them 
unawares;  then  a strong  l^ritish  force,  with  a 
swarm  of  savages,  was  secreted  in  the  wooded 
ravine  near,  and  just  below  the  fort,  and  a ca\- 
alry  force  in  the  woods  just  above.  To  complete 
the  programme,  a force  of  Indians  and  Canadian.' 
were  placed  on  the  Sandusky  trail.  little  before 
I night,  these,  under  the  direction  of  careful  knu!- 
! ers,  got  up  a sham  battle,  planned  so  as  to  appear 
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•ike  a body  of  Americans  trying  to  cut  their  way 
tiuou^h  to  the  fort.  They  e.xpected  the  garrison, 
or  the  major  portion  of  it,  to  sally  out  to  the  aid 
ol  their  comrades.  Few,  if  any,  would  have  ever 
returned;  or  e\en  if  they  did,  when  the  gates 
were  opened  to  receive  them,  the  British  cavalry 
would  have  ridden  in  along  with  them.  Happily 
the  .scheme  failed.  But  it  was  a deep-laid  plot, 
worthy  the  brain  of  Pontiac  himself.  This  prac- 
tically ended  the  second  siege  of  Fort  Meigs. 
'Idle  enemy  went  aboard  their  boats  the  ne.xt  day, 
July  2<S,  and  dropped  down  the  bay.  That  was 
tile  hist  time  the  feet  of  armed  foreign  foes  dese- 
crated Maumee  soil. 

few  days  after,  Proctor's  forces,  as  Gen. 
Harrison  foretold,  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  and 
niade  an  assault  on  Fort  Stephenson,  but  were 
successfully  repulsed  by  the  garrison,  then  under 
the  gidlant  Mai.  Croghan.  The  same  night  they 
got  on  their  boats  and  left  for  Malden.  In  a 
naviil  battle,  on  Lake  Erie,  September  ro.  Com- 
modore Perry  annihilated  the  British  naval  power 
on  the  lake,  and  a little  later  shipped  Harrison's 
army  over  to  Canada,  where  soon  after,  at  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  the  British  were  utterly 
routed.  The  Indian  chief  Tecumseh  was  killed, 
and  Proctor  only  made  his  escape  by  leaving  his 
carriage,  taking  one  of  the  horses  from  the  team 
and  fleeing  on  a side  trail.  He  did  not  care  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Kentuckians,  who  were 
hot  on  his  track.  These  victories  virtually  ended 
the  war  in  the  Northwest.  Proctor  was  in  dis- 
grace, and,  with  Tecumseh  dead,  the  Indians  no 
l<.mger  had  a leader  to  rally  around.  At  that 
time  there  were  not  so  many  great  war  chiefs  as 
at  an  earlier  day,  and  the  tribes  were  broken 
into  smaller  bands  than  formerly,  and  their  num- 
bers great!}'  diminished,  consequently  the  chiefs 
had  a smaller  following  and  less  prestige  and 
authority  than  their  predecessors. 

Of  Tecumseh’s  character  and  ability,  it  is 
difficult  to  form  a correct  estimate,  at  least,  from 
a white  man’s  standpoint.  He  was  a centra! 
figure,  in  the  Northwest,  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
'vas  associated  in  that  war  with  a perfidious, 
cowardly  Englishman,  without  courage  to  fight, 
or  the  honor  and  manhood  to  protect  disarmed 
prisoners  from  his  savage  allies.  By  the  side  of 
Proctor,  Tecumseh  was  great  and  honorable.  He 
had  courage  and  humanity;  Proctor  had  neither, 
lecumseh’s  career,  as  a war  chief,  began  where 
Pontiac's  left  off — at  Detroit  and  on  the  Maumee. 
He  was  in  St.  Clair's  defeat,  ami  Wayne’s  battle, 
but  not  as  a chief.  He  did  not  become  a chief 
until  1795;  neither  did  he  cfinmiand  at  Tippe- 
canoe, nor  was  he  present  there.  He  ha<l  taken 
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great  offense  at  Harrison,  as  Governor  of  Indiana 
Territory,  because  of  a treaty  the  latter  made  for 
land;  which  treaty,  Tecumseh  claimed,  was 
signed  by  chiefs  who  had  no  authority  to  sign 
aw'ay  lands,  and  when  the  war  of  1S12  began,  he 
went  to  Canada  and  Proctor  made  him  a briga- 
dier, and  gave  him  epaulets  and  a sw'ord,  which 
the  Indian  had  too  good  sense  to  wear  in. service. 
Gen.  Brock  gave  him  a red  sash,  but  Tecumseh 
politely  replied  that  it  did  not  become  him  to 
w'ear  it  when  there  w'as  an  older,  and  greater 
warrior,  like  Brock,  about.  It  is,  therefore,  from 
that  time,  and  in  the  skirmishes  and  battles  about 
Detroit,  Frenchtow'n  and  at  the  Maumee  Rapitls, 
and  later  at  the  Thames,  where  he  was  killed, 
that  we  see  Tecumseh  as  a chief  and  commander 
of  his  dusky  associates.  It  should  be  said,  in 
his  behalf,  that  he  did  not  command  the  Indians 
at  Frenchtown. 

As  a war  chief,  schooled  in  deeds  of  prowess, 
and  as  a commander  in  battle,  Tecumseh's  record 
does  not  rank  with  that  of  Pontiac,  Blue  Jacket, 
or  Little  Turtle,  whose  w’ar  careers  ended  on  the 
Maumee  where  his  began.  Had  Tecumseh's 
lines  been  cast  among  civilized,  instead  of  savage, 
people,  he  would  have  excelled  as  a statesman, 
possibly,  more  than  as  a warrior.  He  had  attri- 
butes that  made  him  a natural  leader,  and  was 
free  of  many  of  the  vices  of  his  people.  Gen. 
John  E.  Hunt,  who  saw  him  often,  gives  this 
personal  description  of  the  great  chief;  '‘Tecum- 
seh was  not  a large  man,  but  strong  and  well 
made.  He  usually  dressed  very  plainly,  in  buck- 
skin Indian  costume.  He  wore  three  feathers, 
one  given  to  him  by  Mrs.  Proctor,  the  other  two 
by  wives  of  other  English  officers.  These  were 
fine  ostrich  plumes,  one  white,  one  red,  one 
black.  He  wore  them  tied  to  his  cue  behind, 
hanging  down  his  back.  He  was  generally  armed 
with  his  pipe-tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  in  his 
belt,  and  his  rifle  in  his  hand.  He  resembled 
very  much  Otusso,  an  Ottawa  war  chief,  who 
died  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee  river  before  the 
Indians  were  moved." 

Tecumseh  was  a Shawnee  by  birth,  born  not 
far  from  Springfield,  on  Mad  river,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  about  forty  years  of  age. 
No  doubt,  he  derived  some  of  his  early  influence 
among  the  Indians,  from  the  wizard  perform- 
ances of  his  brother,  the  "Prophet.  " Both 
preached  and  practiced  uiuiying  opposition  to 
the  aggressions  of  the  white  man.  Lossing  sa}  < 
of  Tecumseh;  "He  was  crafty,  intrepid,  un- 
scrupulous and  cruel,  and  possessed  the  qualities 
of  a great  leader,  almost  equal  to  those  of 
Pontiac. " 
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CHAPTER 


From  THE  Close  of  the  War  of  1812-15  to  the  Ougamzatiox  of  Wood  County — For  \vi;om 
THE  County  was  Named — First  Ei.ection,  First  ^Meeting  of  Commissioners,  and  First 
Courts — A Genera.l  Retrospect  of  the  Conditions  Existing  at  that  time — Popu- 
lation, f:tc. 


EN.  JACKSON’S  great  victory  over  the 
British  at  New  Orleans,  January,  1815, 
closed  the  war  in  a blaze  of  triumph, 
quite  in  contrast  with  the  dismal  begin- 
ning at  Detroit,  less  than  three  years  before. 
By  the  spring  of  1815,  people  had  gained  con- 
fidence in  the  permanence  of  peace  made  the 
previous  winter,  and  the  scattered  fragments 
of  the  Rapids’  settlement  on  the  Maumee, 
began  slowly  to  return.  Three  years  had  made 
a great  change.  Peace  and  quiet  reigned  again, 
but  the  scars  of  desolating  war  were  painfully 
visible  on  every  side.  The  waste  fields  were 
grown  up  and  choked  with  weeds  and  wild  sun- 
flowers. Ashes  and  charred  cinders  marked  the 
places  where  their  cabins  once  stood,  and  by  the 
same  signs  the  sites  of  the  savages’  wigwams 
were  noted.  The  fresh  earth  mounds  told  where 
the  dead,  who  strove  and  fell  there,  slept,  and  the 
dreary  moan  of  the  rippling  waters  seemed  to 
breathe,  in  mournful  cadence,  for  the  departed 
heroes.  With  measured  tread  the  sentry  at  the 
fort  paced  his  beat.  The  grim  cannon  frowned 
from  the  great  bastions,  suggestive,  perhaps,  of 
further  strife;  but  that  had  ended;  the  scalp 
dance  was  over;  the  cannibalistic  orgies  had 
ceased;  Dudley  and  his  intrepid  band,  who 
perished  beyond  the  river,  were  the  last  martyrs 
on  the  altars  of  a barbarism  that  had  begun  its 
hideous  sacrifices  beyond  the  Alleghanies,  three- 
quarters  of  a century  before.  The  sword  and 
tomahawk  were  now  to  be  succeeded  by  the 
peaceful  implements  of  husbandry.  Civilization 
had  laid  firm  hold  on  the  Maumee  Country. 

Among  those  who  came  back  that  summer  to 
begin  life  anew,  and  to  resume  his  official  func- 
tions for  the  government,  was  Amos  Spafford. 
John  Carter  and  John  Race,  who  had  preceded 
him  a little,  had  a cabin  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  near  Turkey  Foot  Rock,  and  Spafford 
moved  in  with  them  for  a short  time.  He  did 
not,  however,  like  the  threatening  behavior  of 
the  Indians  at  the  village  above,  and  moved  down 


between  the  river  and  fort,  and  lived  with  his 
family  in  a tent  until  he  could  finish  his  building.^ 
A number  of  abandoned  scows,  or  arks,  used  in 
shipping  army  supplies  down  from  Defiance,  lay 
along  the  bank,  and  the  plank  from  these  the 
settlers  used  in  their  buildings.  Spafford’s  house, 
constructed  of  these  plank,  stood  in  the  flat,  not 
far  from  the  old  orchard,  northwestwardly  from 
the  fort.  During  the  summer  the  settlers  en- 
gaged Carter  and  Race  to  go  up  the  river,  in  a 
pirogue,  after  some  supplies.  Some  time  after 
they  left,  their  empty  pirogue  w'as  noticed  floating 
down  the  river.  Surmising  that  some  accident 
had  happened,  Spafford  took  some  help  and  went 
up  to  their  cabin,  where  he  found  their  'Oodies 
and  the  evidences  of  a desperate  fight  with  the 
Indians.  The  men  had  been  shot  and  toma- 
hawked. Later  in  the  season  Levi  Hull  went  to 
drive  in  the  cattle  from  the  woods,  on  the  present 
plat  of  Perrysburg.  Some  time  after  he  lef: 
several  guns  were  heard  in  that  direction,  and  as 
he  did  not  return  at  the  usual  time,  search  was 
made.  His  body  was  found  on  the  ground 
where  the  Methodist  church  of  Perrysburg  stands. 
He  had  been  shot  and  scalped.  These  tragic 
occurrences  w'ere  calculated  to  cause  much 
anxiety  among  the  residents  as  to  their  safety. 
No  matter  whether  they  were  the  result  of  quar- 
rels between  whites  and  Indians,  or  an  intent  of 
the  latter  to  drive  the  whites  away,  it  served  the 
purpose  of  keeping  back  the  settlem^nt.  For- 
tunately for  all  concerned,  there  were  few  oi 
such  tragedies  to  record. 

Two  vessels  came  up. in  the  summer  of  1815. 
and  took  a greater  part  of  the  ordnance  and 
government  property  from  the  fort  to  Detroit. 
The  schooner  “ Black  Snake,”  Capt.  Jacob  Wil- 
kinson, took  off  a cargo  of  guns  and  stores  the 
same  season,  and  the  fort,  which  had  been  in 


• The  incidents  niul  history  of  llie  solllement  coverini?  the  i **'  • 

from  ISl'^  to  I'*,!!),  here  tjiven.  .ire  larcely  titMivud  from  iht‘  iu.inn>  ’•.* 
notes  of  W.  Wav.  of  Perryslxui;.  in  possession  ^f  the  writer.  * 
jjot  liis  ilaia  from  tin*  Spattoriis,  Mollisters.  \\  ilkinson?.  Joshua  Ch..pP'  • 
Gen.  Hunt  and  others. 
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cliar'^e  of  Lieut.  Almon  Gibbs  and  about  forty 
KK-ii.  was  abandoned.  For  the  convenience  of 
the  fort,  and  any  stray  settlers,  Gibbs  had,  the 
previous  year.  May  9,  1814,  been  appointed 
postmaster,  and  the  office  was  named  Fort  Meigs. 
Wb.en  Major  Spafford  left,  in  1813,  iMiami  post 
office  was  discontinued.  After  the  fort  was 
.ibatidoned,  in  18 1 5-16,  Gibbs  quit  the  army, 
crossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  went 
into  trade,  taking  the  post  office  with  him.  All 
the  lower  Maumee  Country,  for  some  time  after, 
went  under  the  general  name  of  Fort  Meigs.  The 
incoining  settlers,  many  of  whom  located  about 
the  fort,  sometimes  found  the  old  block-houses 
\ cry  convenient  places  to  live  in  until  they  could 
build,  and  the  palisade  and  other  timber  served 
for  many  useful  purposes  as  long  as  they  lasted. 
At  length,  however,  there  arose  some  strife  about 
who  had  a right  to  live  in  the  block-houses,  and 
someone  set  fire  to  them  and  burned  them  up. 

It  will  help  the  reader  to  get  a better  idea  of 
the  Maumee  settlement  prior  to  the  war,  if  we 
gi\c  the  names  of  those  who,  afterward,  pre- 
sented claims  to  the  government  for  loss  of  prop- 
erty. The  list  is  taken  from  Knapp's  History  of 
the  Maumee  Valley.  A meeting  of  these  claim- 
ants was  called  at  the  house  of  Amos  Spafford, 
November  24,  1815,  and  he  was  empowered  to 
act  as  their  agent,  and  authorized  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington and  make  proper  application  for  indemni- 
fication for  their  losses.  Their  names  were ; 
I > aniel  Purdy,  Oliver  Armstrong,  James  Carlin, 
Will  iam  Carter,  George  Blalock,  James  Slawson, 
Amos  Spafford,  Samuel  Ewing,  Jesse  Skinner, 
William  Skinner,  Stacey  Stoddard,  Jacob  Wilkin- 
>on,  Thomas  Dick,  Samuel  H.  Ewing,  William 
Peters,  Amos  Hicox,  Richard  Gifford,  Samuel 
Carter,  Baptiste  Momeny,  Thomas  Mcllrath, 
f tiloe  Hicox,  David  Hull,  John  Redoad,  and 
others.  The  property  lost  consisted  of  various 
articles;  for  instance,  James  Carlin  had  his  cabin 
burned,  estimated  value,  $110;  one  blacksmith 
shop,  ^55;  two-year  old  colt,  taken  by  Wyandot 
Jmlians,  valued  at  $30.  Oliver  Armstrong  lost  a 
li orse,  valued  at  $60;  another  man  six  acres  of 
"lieat  in  barn,  burned;  four  tons  of  hay;  clothing 
an<!  l)edding,  burned  or  stolen,  and  various  other 
artK'lcs  are  enumerated,  including  standing  corn 
use.l  by  the  U.  S.  troops,  aggregating  over  four 
tfiousand  dollars,  which,  with  some  other  sums, 
tin.'  government,  after  some  delay,  allowed. 

Most  of  the  arri\als  now  were  by  way  of  the 
■■‘kv.  from  Cleveland  and  the  ports  below.  The 
■■■ 'filers  from  the  southern  part  of  Ohio,  who  had 
m.ide  the  march  across  the  swamp,  or  caught  the 
‘•lumee  ague,  did  not  advertise  the  country  very 


favorably,  nor  did  many  immigrants  arrive  from 
that  section.  Still,  all  who  had  seen  it  were 
charmed  with  the  Maumee  and  its  scenery,  and 
the  glowing  accounts  they  gave  of  the  fish  and 
game  are  refreshing  to  read.  M'ayne's  men, 
especially,  who  were  here  in  the  month  of  August, 
while  the  surface  was  dry,  and  the  corn  and  truck 
patches  of  the  Indians  were  at  their  best,  grew 
enthusiastic  over  the  beautiful  islands,  fish,  game, 
timber,  rich  soil,  etc.  But  when  later  in  the 
season  they  were  building  Forts  Wayne  and  De- 
fiance, and  half  of  them  sick  with  fever  and  ague, 
they  were  glad  to  get  away;  many  of  them,  how- 
ever, returned  in  after  years. 

Seneca  Allen,  who  a little  later  became  the 
first  resident  justice  of  the  peace,  in  what  is  now 
Wood  county,  came  with  his  family,  in  1816, 
from  Detroit.  On  the  same  vessel  came  the 
families  of  Jacob  Wilkinson,  Elijah,  Charles  and 
Christopher  Gunn.  The  Gunns  and  Allen  located 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  The  latter 
opened  a trading  place  with  the  Indians  at  Roche 
de  Boeuf,  where  a man  named  Isaac  Richardson 
had  located  a mill  site.  The  Gunns  settled 
between  there  and  Maumee,  and  became  perma- 
nent and  useful  citizens.  Many  of  their  descend- 
ants are  still  living  there.  [On  b'chruary  20,  1817, 
Charles  Gunn,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  under 
jurisdiction  of  Champaign  county,  solemnized-the 
first  marriage  in  the  present  limits  of  Wood 
county,  under  the  laws  of  the  State.  Aurora 
Spafford,  son  of  Major  Amos  Spafford,  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Jones  were  the  pioneer  couple  who  first 
stepped  under  the  hymeneal  }’oke.  They  had 
been  waiting  for  some  weeks  for  Gunn's  commis- 
sion. If  they  had  a license,  which  they  doubt- 
less had,  they  sent  to  Urbana,  the  county  seat,  to 
get  it.  The  nearest  road  there  was  by  Hull's 
Trace.  ] 

Two  years  later  Allen  moved  down  to  Fort 
Meigs,  and  held  the  office  of  justice  for  several 
years.  Jacob  Wilkinson’s  family,  who  came 
with  Allen,  in  1816,  but  who  had  been  there 
before  the  war,  settled  on  the  fiat,  below  the  fort, 
and  kept  tavern.  An  incident  occurred  there, 
which  reminded  them  that  their  new  home  was 
not  above  high-water  mark.  One  night  the  water 
rose  in  their  cabin,  and  they  had  to  scramble  up 
the  ladder  to  the  loft,  from  which  they  were  res- 
cued by  boatmen.  In  the  confusion  the  baby,  in 
the  cradle,  had  been  forgotten.  It  was  fnuiul, 
fast  asleep,  fioating  about  on  the  water.  Its 
“crib,”  as  they  are  called  nowadays,  was,  luck- 
ily, the  half  of  a hollow  log,  with  boards  nailed 
on  each  end,  and  nearly  water-tight. 

In  the  latter  part  of  i8i6  came  the  \’ances. 
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Wilson  and  .Samuel,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S17 
opened  up  a trader’s  store,  for  their  brother, 
Joseph  Vance,  afterward  Governor  of  Ohio. 
This  was  the  pioneer  store  in  what  is  now  Wood 
county.  The  Hollisters  opened  a store  soon 
after.  All  the  traders,  previous  to  this,  had  been 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Down  on  the 
flats,  below  the  fort,  David  Hull,  in  1S16,  kept 
the  pioneer  tavern  of  the  county.  Almira  Hull, 
his  daughter,  had,  according  to  Judge  Way's 
memoirs,  the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  hrst 
white  child  born  in  Wood  county,  so  far  as  known. 
The  date  was  1817. 

Thomas  Mcllrath  settled  on  the  fiats  in  1815, 
and  Ephraim  Learning  and  his  brother  Thomas, 
carpenters  and  mill-wrights,  settled  near  the 
river,  in  what  is  now  the  east  part  of  Perrysburg; 
but  in  the  spring  of  1818  moved  over  to  Mon- 
clova,  and  rebuilt  the  sawmill  begun  there,  before 
the  war,  by  Samuel  Ewing,  on  Swan  creek. 
Much  of  the  lumber  used  by  some  of  the  early 
settlers  was  sawed  there.  Samuel  fL  Ewing, 
father  of  the  late  Judge  Ewing,  of  Wood,  lived 
then  on  the  tract  ne.xt  east  of  the  fort.  H.  P. 
Barlow,  who  afterward  nrarried  a daughter  of 
Victor  Jennison,  further  down  the  river,  taught 
school,  in  the  fort  settlement,  in  the  winter  of 
1816-17,  ^”<-1  the  following  summer  located  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river. 

In  1816.  the  United  States  Government  sent 
out  an  agent,  .Alexander  Bourne,  to  locate  and 
lay  out  a town-site  at  the  foot  of  the  Maumee 
Rapids.  After  considerable  investigation,  the 
agent  chose  the  present  site  of  Perrysburg,  and 
Deputy  U.  S.  Surveyors  Joseph  Wampler  and 
William  Brookfield  laid  out  a town  there.  Major 
Amos  Spafford  gave  the  town  its  name,  upon  a 
suggestion  from  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs,  United 
States  Land  Commissioner,  at  that  time.  It  was 
named,  of  course,  in  memory  of  Commodore 
Perry.  That  selection  of  a town  site  by  the 
government's  agent  was  one  of  vast  import- 
ance in  fixing  the  destinv  of  later  towns  on  the 
lower  .Maumee. 

Below  Perrysburg,  about  two  miles,  is  a ridge 
or  rock  across  the  river  channel,  called  " Rock 
bar,”  where  vessels,  drawing  over  six  feet  of 
water,  cannot  pass  safely  in  a summer  stage  of 
water.  The  light  craft  on  the  lake,  in  1816, 
were  not  obstructed  by  the  “bar,”  but  the  heavy 
vessels'  of  a later  date  found  it  dangerous. 
“Rock  bar”  destroyed  the  hope'  of  any  town 
above  it  from  becoming  the  commercial  emporium 
of  the  Maumee  Country,  and  forced  the  selection 
of  a new  site  below  it.  Had  the  government 
agent  located  Perrysburg  below  the  “bar,”  there 


: was  a possibility  that  it  might,  with  its  early  start 
and  prestige  of  government  paternity,  have  been 
I the  great  city  of  the  valley,  instead  of  Toledo. 

[In  the  summer  of  1S36,  J.  D.  Cummings,  David 
; Ladd,  D.  W.  Deshler,  Norman  C.  Baldwin,  John 
C.  Spink,  William  Neil,  Elnathan  Cory,  Joseph 
H.  Larwill,  N.  M;  Stewart  and  others  bought,  of 
Jesse  Stone,  River  Tracts  17  and  18,  about  450 
acres,  just  below  “Rock  bar,’’  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  for  $40,000,  and  employed  Hiram 
Davis,  surveyor  of  Wood  county,  to  plat  the 
front  part  of  the  tract  into  lots,  and  named  it 
M arengo.  With  the  strong  backing  it  had, 
Marengo  gave  promise  of  becoming  a cit\“,  but 
the  money  panic  of  1837  struck  it  as  with  the 
deadly  blight  of  an  October  frost,  and  in  1838 
the  sheriff  closed  out  all  that  was  tangible  of  the 
' town  of  Marengo,  and  it  is  but  a memory.] 

Maumee  Treaty. — It  will  now  be  in  chrono- 
; logical  order  to  note  the  concluding  chapter  in 
the  series  of  important  events,  by  which  the 
, United  States  acquired  title  deed  to  the  land 
now  within  bounds  of  Wood  county,  except 
the  part  of  the  United  States  Reserve  which  had 
^ been  previously  acquired  by  Wayne's  treaty.  In 
September,  1817,  Duncan  McArthur  and  Lewis 
Cass,  as  the  authorized  agents  of  the  United 
States,  met  the  Wyandot.  Ottawa,  Chippewa, 
i Pottawatamie,  Seneca,  Delaware  and  Shawnee 
tribes,  to  the  number  of  about  7,000  Indians,  at  a 
treaty  council,  at  the  Maumee  Rapids,  and  pur- 
chased from  them  all  their  remaining  lands  in 
Ohio,  except  some  scattered  reservations  retained 
! as  homes  by  the  Indians.  Only  one  of  these 
' reserves  touched  the  present  limits  of  Wood 
county;  that  of  thirty-four  square  miles  on  the 
' south  side  of  the  Maumee,  below-  where  Toledo 
' is,  granted  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  tribe,  and 
, the  corner  of  which  projected  into  Sections  i,  2, 

; 3 and  10  of  Lake,  and  Fr.  Sections  25,  26,  27,  28, 
with  Sections  33,  34,  35  and  36  of  Ross  town- 
, ships,  as  will  be  noticed  on  some  of  the  Wood 
i county  maps.  This  place  was  known  as  Tush- 
i quegon,  or  McCarty's,  village.  A section  of 
land,  bv  reciuest  of  the  Ottawas,  was  also  given 
Peter  Minor,  out  of  a former  reservation  to  that 
' tribe,  lying  about  where  Providence,  Lucas 
I county,  is  now.  .Minor's  Indian  name  was 
Sawendebans,  or  the  “yellow  hair,”  and  he  had 
been  adopted  as  the  son  of  the  Chief  Tondaganie. 
or,  as  it  is  now  written,  Tontogany.  the  Ottawa 
name  for  dog.  Of  all  the  great  treaties,  from 
that  made  with  the  Iro(]uois,  at  Rome,  N.  V.. 
(Fort  Stanwix),  in  1784,  down  to  1817.  this,  at 
the  Maumee  Rapids,  was,  to  northwestern  (Ohio, 
the  most  important.  Campaigns  had  been  made 
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and  battles  fought,  sometimes  ending  in  defeat, 
sometimes  in  victory.  Treaty  had  followed 
treaty,  hut  all  had  left  this  land  under  savage 
sway.  Twenty-nine  years,  almost  three  decades,  , 
had  passed  since  the  Marietta  colony  was  planted  ■ 
on  the  Ohio  river,  in  1788,  until  the  Federal  : 
Government,  by  this  last  act,  swept  away  the  ■ 
cloud  that  shadowed  the  civilization  of  the  , 
Maumee  Country.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  the 
land  stood  on  an  equality  with  the  rest  of  Ohio,  ' 
free  of  ownership  and  domain  by  a race,  whose 
instincts,  habits,  customs  and  mode  of  life  were 
entirely  opposed  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country.  It  is  possible  that  this  land  was,  in  the  i 
early  time,  thought  unfit  for  white  occupation;  or 
rather,  that  it  was  better  suited  to  the  uses  of 
Indians  than  whites.  It  was  doubtless  true  that, 
in  some  respects  this  was  not  the  most  desirable 
part  of  Ohio.  This,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  held 
as  Indian  territory  for  thirty  years  after  settle- 
ments had  commenced  in  other  portions  of  the 
state,  explains  why  some  of  the  counties,  in 
northwestern  Ohio,  were  so  far  behind  the  rest  of 
the  State  in  improvements. 

A line  drawn  from  Sandusky  Bay,  south,  along 
the  west  end  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  to  the 
Greenville  Treaty  line,  near  Mount  Gilead,  thence 
westerly,  along  said  line,  to  the  Indiana  line, 
thence  north  to  Michigan,  and  including  all  the 
west  part  of  Ohio,  east  as  far  as  Defiance,  and 
down  the  Maumee  to  its  mouth,  would  about  em-  j 
brace  the  Ohio  land  bought  at  the  treaty  of  1817,  j 
and  since  cut  up  into  about  eighteen  counties. 
Wood  county,  as  she  is  bounded  to-day,  lay  en- 
tirety within  this  purchase,  except  half  of  the 
twelve-rnile-square  reserve  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Maumee,  bought  at  Wayne's  treaty,  in  1795. 
The  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Maumee,  west  i 
to  Defiance,  the  reader  will  remember,  was  bought 
at  the  treaty  of  Detroit,  1807.  This  treaty  of 
1817  wa-S  regarded  by  the  people  of  the  State 
with  great  interest.  The  part  of  Ohio,  north  of 
the  Greenville  line,  was  a blank  space  on  the 
map.  It  was  simply  the  Indian  territor\',  and 
the  “black  swamp.”  Its  name  caused  a shrug 
of  terror  to  many  people:  while  others  believed 
that,  though  it  was  not  an  earthly  paradise,  it  was 
a good  place  to  go  to  and  “grow  up  with  the 
country.  ” 

The  Indians  did  not  all  agree  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  selling  it.  There  was  a division, 
and  some  stout  opposition  was  de\eloped  at  the 
treaty.  Gen.  Hunt,  before  quoted,  in  his  remin- 
iscences says:  “There  was  an  Indian  present, 
■whose  name  was  Mesh-ke-mau,  who  was  a great 
warrior,  and  prided  himself  on  being  a British 
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He  had  been,  bribed  to  oppose  the 
When  he  found  the  Indians  giving  way 
Cass  and  McArthur,  our  commissioners,  it 
made  him  ver}'  angry.  He  said  in  his  speech 
that  the  palefaces  had  cheated  the  red  men,  from 
their  first  landing  on  this  continent.  The  first 
who  came  said  they  wanted  land  enough  to  put  a 
foot  on.  They  gave  the  Indians  a beef,  and  were 
to  have  so  much  land  as  the  hide  would  cover. 
The  palefaces  cut  that  hide  into  strings,  and  got 
land  enough  for  a fort. 

“The  next  time  they  w’anted  more  land  they 
brought  a great  pile  of  goods,  which  they  offered 
for  land.  The  red  men  took  the  goods,  and  the 
palefaces were  to  have  for  them  so  much  land  as 
a horse  would  travel  round  in  a day.  Thev 
cheated  the  red  man  again  by  having  a relay  of 
horses  to  travel  at  their  utmost  speed.  In  that 
way  they  succeeded.  ‘Now,  you  Cass,’  pointing 
his  finger  and  shaking  his  tomahawk  over  Cass’ 
head,  ‘Now,  you  Cass,  come  here  to  cheat  us 
again;’  thus  closing,  he  sat  down.  Cass  replied: 
‘My  friends,  I am  much  pleased  to  find  among 
you  so  great  a man  as  Mesh-ke-mau.  I am  glad 
to  see  you  have  an  orator,  a man  who  under- 
' stands  how’  much  you  have  been  cheated  b\'  the 
white  people,  and  who  is  full}'  able  to  cope  with 
! them — those  scoundrels  who  have  cheated  you  so 
outrageously.  ’Tis  true  what  he  has  said,  every 
word  true.  And  the  first  white  man  was  your 
French  father.  The  second  w’hite  man  was  your 
English  father,  you  seem  to  think  so  nuich  of. 
Now  you  have  a father,  the  President,  who  does 
not  w’ant  to  cheat  you,  but  w’ants  to  give  you 
more  land  west  of  the  Mississippi  than  you  have 
here,  and  to  build  mills  for  you,  and  help  you  till 
the  soil.’ 

“ .\t  which  Mesh-ke-mau  raved  and  frothed 
at  the  mouth.  He  came  up  to  Gen.  Cass, 
struck  him  on  the  breast  with  the  back  of  his 
hand,  raising  his  tomahawk  with  the  other  hand, 
saying,  ‘Cass,  you  lie:  you  lie.' 

“Cass  turned  to  Knaggs,  who  was  one  of  the 
interpreters,  and  said:  ‘Take  that  woman  away 

and  put  a petticoat  on  her;  no  man  would  talk 
that  way  in  council.’ 

“Two  or  three  Indians  and  interpreters  took 
him  off  out  of  the  council.  The  treaty  resulted 
in  buying  from  the  Indians  the  northwestern  part 
of  Ohio  and  the  southern  part  of  Michigan." 

.\nother  warrior  and  his  mother,  present  at 
the  treaty,  are  thus  spoken  of;  “ Ottuso,  son  of 
Kan-tuck-e-gun  [ Hosmer  says  Kan-tuck-e-gun 
was  the  widow  of  Pontiac],  the  most  elo(iuent 
warrior  of  the  tribe,  was  a very  intelligent  Indian; 
quite  the  equal  of  Tecumseh  in  mental  qualities. 
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though  lacking  the  moral  force  and  vigor  which 
made  the  latter  a leader  of  his  race.  Ottuso  was 
a descendant  of  Pontiac  [Parkman  says  Ottuso 
was  the  son  of  Pontiac],  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  the  last  of  his  family,  and  the  last  war 
chief  of  his  nation  remaining  on  the  Maumee  river. 
H is  mother  was  a sort  of  Indian  queen,  and 
grandniece  to  Pontiac.  She  was  held  in  great 
reverence  by  the  Indians.  So  much  so,  that  at 
the  treaty  of  Maumee,  in  1817,  she  then  being 
very  old  and  wrinkled,  and  bent  over  with  age, 
her  hair  perfectly  white,  no  chief  would  sign  the 
treat}'  until  she  had  first  consented,  and  made  her 
mark,  by  touching  her  fingers  to  the  pen.  At 
that  treaty  there  were  7,000  Indians  gathered 
together.  When  the  treaty  was  agreed  upon, 
the  head  chiefs  and  warriors  sat  round  the  inner 
circle,  she  had  a place  among  them;  the  remain- 
ing Indians  with  the  women  and  children  forming 
a crowd  outside.  The  chiefs  sat  on  seats  built 
under  the  roof  of  the  council  house,  which  was 
open  on  all  sides.  The  whole  assembly  kept 
silence.  The  chiefs  bowed  their  heads  and  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  ground,  and  waited  patiently  for 
the  old  woman  until  she  rose,  went  forward,  and 
touched  the  pen  to  the  treaty,  after  it  had  been 
read  to  them  in  her  presence. 

Following  close  after  this  treaty  another 
helpful  thing  to  the  settlement  occurred.  The 
government  in  the  previous  year  (1816)  had  not 
only  platted  the  town  of  Perrysburg,  but  had  re-sur- 
veyed the  Twelve-mile  Reserve.  It  was  in  this 
survey  that  a change  was  made,  and  the  land 
along  the  river  subdivided  into  River  Tracts  in- 
stead of  following  the  usual  form  of  survey  b}’ 
sections.  The  land  office  was  at  Wooster,  Ohio, 
and  the  Maumee  lands  were  thrown  on  the 
market,  at  auction,  in  February.  This  sale 
proved  of  great  advantage  to  the  settlement.  It 
gave  a permanence  to  the  improvements  started. 
Hitherto,  when  all  were  squatters  without  fi.xed 
tenure,  there  was  but  little  incentive  to  go  into 
extensive  improvements.  Now  the  settler  could 
own  his  lands.  The  sale  was  on  the  installment 
plan.  Some  paid  the  price,  and  took  a patent 
from  the  government  at  once.  Others  did  not 
get  their  patents  until  final  payments.  When 
purchasers  failed  to  meet  the  payments  the  land 
was  resold.  Some  assigned  their  claims  to  sec- 
ond parties;  in  such  cases  the  name  on  the  sale 
book  and  in  the  patent  does  not  correspond. 
These  changes  and  the  neglect  of  purchasers  to 
record  their  patents,  when  they  received  them, 
or  perhaps  not  at  all.  have  been  fruitful  of  trouble 
in  tracing  titles. 

Soon  after,  Dr.  J.  B.  Stewart,  of  Albany, 


X.  Y.,  and  J.  J.  Lovett  bought  River  Tracts 
65  and  66,  including  the  old  fortifications  and 
the  settlement  that  had  sprung  up  around  the 
fort.  A town  site  was  surveyed,  below  the  fort. 
ne.\t  the  river,  and  called  Orleans,  or  sometimes, 
to  better  distinguish  it,  "Orleans  of  the  Xorth." 

Dr.  Stewart  was  also  one  of  th.e  builders  and 
owners  of  the  pioneer  steamboat  on  the  lakes, 
the  " Walk-in-the-water,”  built  at  Black  Rock, 
in  j8i8,  and  doubtless  it  was  the  design  of 
Stewart  to  make  Orleans  one  of  the  chief  points 
in  the  lake  trips  of  his  new  boat.  The  pros- 
pects of  the  town,  as  the  leading  port  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Erie,  were  bright,  and  would 
have  been  materially  aided  by  steamboat  connec- 
tion with  the  lower  lake  ports,  but  unfortunately 
"Rock  bar”  prevented  the  boat  from  ever  reach- 
ing Orleans.  She  came  up  as  far  as  Swan  creek, 
and  turned  back.  She  drew  too  much  water  for 
Orleans.  As  a rapid  traveler,  the  "Walk-in-the- 
water”  was  not  a success.  Noah  Reed,  who  came 
with  Uncle  Guy  Xearing’s  family  to  Detroit  in 
1819,  says  in  his  memoirs,  that  he  was  a passen- 
ger on  the  new  steamboat  from  Black  Rock;  she 
left  that  port  on  the  i8th  day  of  August,  and  did 
not  reach  Detroit  until  the  i 5th  day  of  September. 
The  boat  was  carried  back  until  within  sight  of 
Buffalo,  five  or  six  times,  after  getting  to  Dun- 
kirk and  beyond.  After  a career  of  three  years, 
she  was  beached,  in  a storm,  near  Dunkirk,  and 
went  to  pieces.  Thus  both  of  these  ventures  of 
the  enterprising  Albany  men,  the  pioneer  steam- 
boat, and  the  town  of  Orleans,  proved  unfortu- 
nate. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  ambitious  dwellers  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  had  staked  out  a town 
in  1818,  and  christened  it  after  the  historic  river. 
Maumee.  Here  were  three  embryo  claimants 
for  city  honors.  Most  that  was  needed  to  make 
them  flourish  was  a thrifty  population.  Each 
had  ready  advocates  to  proclaim  its  advantages 
over  the  other,  but  there  was  little  room  for  ar- 
gument, as  whatever  might  be  said,  in  praise  or 
derision,  applied  to  all,  for  the  reason  that  they 
were  so  near  together.  One  thing  in  their  favor 
was  that  they  had  no  competitors,  either  above 
or  below,  to  decry  their  merits,  or  to  entice  away 
business.  The  combined  efforts  of  the  three 
claimants,  did  not  cause  a great  rush  of  immi- 
grants to  either  place.  There  was  a vast  ex- 
panse of  country  opening  in  the  West  then; 
besides  the  Maumee  did  not  have  a good  reputa- 
tion as  a health  resort.  The  increase  of  popula- 
tion was  very  gradual.  The  chief  business  at 
that  time  was  the  fishing  and  fur  trade,  and  the 
rich  islands  and  bottoms  were  very  productive  in 
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grain  and  vegetables.  But  nearly  all  who  came 
were  soon  discouraged  by  malarial  attacks,  in  one 
form  or  another. 

The  e.xperience  of  John  T.  Baldwin,  father 
of  Marquis  Baldwin,  of  Toledo,  given  in  the 
history  of  Lucas  county,  from  which  we  quote, 
was  doubtless  similar  to  that  of  many  others  who 
came  there:  “He  and  his  sons  sailed  a little 

schooner,  called  the  ‘Leopard.’  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  family  came  to  Orleans,  April  i,  i8iS,  and 
rented  a small  house  and  staid  until  July,  when 
they  left.  In  November  they  returned  and  lived 
in  a part  of  Seneca  Allen's  house.  In  the  fol- 
lowing spring  tiSiqj,  Marquis  dropped  corn  for 
Gen.  Vance,  on  his  farm,  just  above  Orleans. 
The  family,  as  on  their  previous  stay,  suffered  so 
much  from  fever  and  ague,  that  at  times  there 
were  not  well  persons  enough  to  take  care  of  the 
sick.  In  June,  1819,  Mr.  Baldwin  again  became 
discouraged,  and  left  for  his  old  home,  at  Palmyra, 
Portage  county,  but  made  tv.’o  or  three  trips, 
with  the  ‘Leopard,’  between  Cleveland,  Detroit 
and  Orleans,  during  the  season,  on  one  of  which 
he  took  a cargo  of  corn  for  Jonathan  Gibbs  from 
the  Maumee  to  Detroit.  In  1823,  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  family,  a third  time,  came  to  the  Maumee, 
stopping  at  what  is  now  Toledo,  then  Port  Law- 
rence, where  they  made  their  home.  Among  the 
residents  at  the  Rapids,  in  1818,  John  Baldwin 
remembers  the  following  at  Orleans: — William 
Ewing,  Elisha  Martindale,  James  Wilkinson, 
Samuel  and  Aurora  Spafford,  the  Vances,  Hollis- 
ters,  Amos  Pratt  and  others  previously  mentioned 
in  these  pages.  At  Maumee: — Robert  A.  P'or- 
syth,  John  E.  Hunt,  Almon  Gibbs,  Dr.  Horatio 
Conant,  James  Carlin,  and  a P'renchman,  named 
Peltier;  down  toward  Miami: — Daniel  Hubbell 
and  William  Herrick;  while  up  the  river  were 
John  Pray,  Gilbert  and  Artemus  Underwood, 
James  Adams  and  others.  In  the  woods,  at  Per- 
rysburg,  was  John  and  Frank  Hollister,  John 
Webb,  David  M.  Hawley  and  William  Wilson. 

“ Marquis  Baldwin  gives  some  of  the  current 
prices,  for  labor  and  goods,  taken  from  the  books 
kept  by  his  father,  which  are  of  interest.  The 
price  for  half-soling  a pair  of  boots  was  $3;  Mrs. 
Baldwin,  making  fine  shirt,  $i;  making  woolen 
pantaloons,  $t.5o;  linen,  50  cents;  common  la- 
borers got  $25  a month  and  board;  sailors  the 
same;  cider  brought  $8.  50  per  barrel;  tobacco,  50 
cents  a pound ; chickens,  25  cents  apiece;  whiskey, 
50  cents  a pint;  tar,  $1.50  per  gallon;  tin  plates, 
35  cents;  salt,  .$8  per  barrel;  nails,  25  cents  a 
pound;  Hour,  $4  per  100  pounds;  bacon,  accents; 
beefsteak,  10  cents;  pork,  i8|  cents;  butter,  31 
cents;  castor  hats,  $7;  shoes,  $2.50  per  pair." 


The  year  1817  was  eventful  to  the  settlers  on 
the  Maumee,  in  another  thing.  Some  years 
before  the  war  of  1S12,  this  territory,  we 
remember,  was  attached  to  Champaign  county, 
with  the  county  seat  at  Urbana,  about  one  hun- 
dred miles  distant.  The  Greenville  Treaty  line, 
just  north  of  that  county,  had  stood  as  a wall  to 
stop  further  settlement  in  that  direction.  That 
barrier  was  now’  removed,  and  March  i,  1817,  a 
new'  county,  north  of  Champaign,  and  extending 
to  Michigan,  called  Logan,  w'ith  the  county  seat 
at  Belleville  (now'  Bellefontaine),  was  organized. 

I This  part  of  the  Maumee  Country  was  now'  a part  of 
I Logan,  W’ith  the  county  seat  still  on  Hull's  Trace, 
but  eighteen  miles  nearer  than  before  the  change. 
Soon  after,  the  township  of  Waynesfield,  which 
took  in  the  Maumee  settlement,  was  established, 
which  proved  a further  convenience  to  the  peo- 
ple in  selecting  local  peace  officers,  and  better 
regulating  their  home  affairs  in  various  ways. 

The  years  1818  and  1819  were  characterized 
by  a steady,  but  uneventful,  growth  on  the 
Maumee.  The  settlers  w'ere,  as  a class,  ener- 
getic and  ambitious.  Their  hopes  were  in  the 
building  of  a city  there,  and  making  it  the  center 
of  a great  population,  as  well  as  of  a great  trade. 
Their  hopes  were  apparently  w’ell  founded.  It 
was  only  unforeseen  natural,  but  insurmountable, 
i obstacles  that  prevented  their  realization. 

I By  the  close  of  the  year  1819  the  Maumee 
i villages,  and  adjacent  settlements,  numbered  over 
i six  hundred  people,  exclusive  of  Indians.  The 
increasing  population  and  business  of  the  settle- 
ment made  it  burdensome  to  the  citizens  to  have 
to  travel  seventy-five  or  eighty  miles,  across  the 
swamp,  with  scarcely  any  road  facilities,  to  get 
to  the  seat  of  justice,  and  they  petitioned  for  a 
new'  county. 

On  February  12,  1820,  the  Legislature,  by 
boundaries  and  names,  carved  fourteen  new  coun- 
ties out  of  the  territory  lately  purchased  of  the 
Indian  tribes.  Of  the  fourteen  counties  thus 
formed,  provision  was  made  in  the  ,\ct  for  the 
organization  of  only  two — Wood  and  Sandusky. 
Maumee  was  named  in  the  law  as  the  temporary 
county  seat  of  Wood,  and  the  first  day  of  .April 
following  was  designated  as  the  time  when  the 
voters  should  meet,  at  their  usual  place  of  holding 
election,  to  choose  county  officers.  The  law  also 
provided  that  justices  and  constables,  proviousiy 
elected  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Logan  county, 
should  fill  out  their  unexpired  terms  of  office.  It 
[ w'as  further  [provided  that  the  unorganized  conn-* 
ties  of  Hancock,  Henry,  Putnam,  Paulding,  and 
Williams,  should  be  attached  to  Wood,  fi.'r  civil 
purposes,  until  further  provision  was  made  by  law. 


- ' I u:- 

'.  'v 


• ./7 


. f.;  ,3or.;Uijl/!  txIj 


t'-’  It..-' 


■•IT, 

ij 

•■•loi.Af  : 


J ji  ■ -ax.oo'J  a^.:  I'fli'w  ! 
. ■n.!  r , 

• V ! -i  ; j,.  f»jTi.a  ' 

■ ' ‘'I''  ■'■'  ij.cjfvi  f 

* *‘  //  1 ■ 

' •*'  :’0  V?  / '•  ' 


i}.Q  7*,T,to'‘i  iu»{ 

si;,  n:  r,.  . •:  }ioytrKfQ:>eib  ifoa^:  vi 

,1.1  • , . « . • 10  nnol 

, 1 f'l-- b srfT 

•”  Ji,  SUipinK  10 


1 ' 


•r.i.  V/'oj 


" ' • 'n- -I 

• ■ ' V J.'  ' " ,'J> 

tr.-r 


: I • I 
1 • 


' ' -vIj  !'j  I i;.,j  .,riiT  . 

, -■  'll'-  i fill 

Jntj 

' '<  ''•:»)  ?ru  ' 'X5  . 


. ' i jit  ■,>i'7,.7/  h 
-'  1.  /:  , ' . 
• ICl',  r ,1 

if) <■  J-;; 


•'  '■S.'l  -' -H/f  S JL.»  /C-'lCf  rf'.;,;  */  • 

'!  ij  .I' ^[  ill  ■ 


..‘iJ...  ,t  iiv.  .{'mjw  i,T..rjJ  '^frocij  ^ 

OU7/  ft  Jf.j-fj  ,,J  Kjfitxtig 

■ l••t!,;^  siio?,  gi,:  bi,p,  .. 

:\Z  • • j„fj  UUfiD  .janootlM 

.>cir.  Ui'j/.  yfinifij  bife 

;■  ’''  ''VC'’*''!  ‘ ‘..v  3>it..:i  Uj-ufj^-  r,  baljnsi 

t ' f'  I . ■.>.>  nijj,: j 'r'ld.-j J joiC  rtl  .tlsl'yadj 

:*■;• « v---'-  r>  -mq^^ai 

. t,>iS t"  y^nnqa 
./m.  i.?uf  fl'V .asi) 
.'v.'.-  Im.;;  .v.iiy'i.^-y'irv.nq  n .'■>*■  no  ««  .'(liiOijVadX 
yvjijj-  iv*iuo  -■;>  tsyol  mpi)  ripurp  ,. 

<’■*  ■.<■’  • Uav/  Joa 

• . M l ; V * ' ‘i  •<  '/»  V i fir  ._  * :r  . r 1 . r ^ 


X r; :;  ;r  ' ■ 
ii 


I . i » f 


,■(■  i 


'•  II.-  't  - aojod  jia:  i -jni' 

. ’ '•  ’ bii  *-  j'  1 bt  L'l b:;t  f ‘pf 

rr 

.•^  qhl  bbt 

J i(f 

7'.? 

;■'■■'  e'ta;  .->jj 

1 i a ;7  i j. 

rlo'i;'  io 

a..oiT  bj/i; 

fil-.'.-i  r;-Jrj| 

.•'io;  ,o ■,'ii";  c }i,.  j'/j 

■b'lird  . 

A-’  V ^i.;  ,;:o:Jxduo  '-q  >.;  •■: 

y.  io  : 

.aawor.jy-’ 

'P-:  •■  qq>-  'y-.asf  eaqod 

Vf-idT  ' 

'■n’tlj.  30 


,yrt>c;,<  tfiVr^rn  7o)  hHis  rhogiiiUi^aib 


ivd  .y-tmuia- 


O n 


,n,is^Of-  onj  ;..t!3r;b  ,*nfiohO  bjw 
K’]  mo'j  )o  O'^i0o  js  Moot  ad 
ci<if  fif  Jtoih'Q  0.1  f.ticntmiZ  srii, 
•■'  SJOita  £ .ylimui  fane- 


.i J'l 


L", : jiin: 


■ '••  ■;  .■'  .!  'rdj  /bj 

. 'qo'jq  ba'/jrturf-  .<;.^ 


■O' 


0 


' Ji’'.'  i--  ' . 

'■  ■'  -ci  -U''.  .. j’_  :•■  M7(goi  .■/ 

; '.o-  yf!.'  !'y  -a  •o<iiU  .•••■1)1.  V ..otawq.xj 
I,n  .n3-.o:-,  ;o  .j  ;i  Vog^ 

^ •)..  a /n-yjn-w vif:  oJ  , 

'•••  \y:r:  l!j  •//  A/S 

•■z>ur;  n:yf  y,,fl;f  bflJ.  ^SOUai.-f  Ic  jSOtf  jdl  Oj 

WMn  ; 

y ,r»  >-v  J 


.,  ,,  •--^'qiOd  Jbdl  -/sdJ  aisdw  .aona^ 

or. -ly'-j:,)  to-fof  ,Kt8»  ji!  ,.g):.(jf..,/j  «idi  •)/  ^Jrtobl^ai 
/ :«0'-.$hO,.  ir.  jjai',vajfot  ■sri?  aiadmsrosi 

/ '■  f t 1 A ..  rj- 


.oe85  .u  xtaaidaH.  nO 
■■'-•  -’ -’•iof.’  f.'ijjt  a-aiiiibnoud  ^ 

.'0  • :.,--{T/.'tq  Or^.lKf  yOi  .UlOPOij  ' 

^:Ot.  .j  !■  :if>  ;0  ...qhj  axtibal  ’ 

' • "••■••^  '■-'■‘J  (icisiv.oq  ,bf7'i:7o} 

- ' ^'‘Y'  f"-''."’ — 07/3  vfiia  io  iJo/j£.sia«^io 

■;  '•'Jj  •:  li  ; .‘’.■Hirn  fefi-.v  O'JfnuUi' 

• /fih  idiii  tii'ij'  Ij(!£  ,!•'  ■://  U;  Jtae  vj.ji/o.a 

.'-.nrii  i,rlj  s«  b'aJ.o/r?;;"  .^b  .^.;// 

y.ti.’tior!  |.'.>  ,'q  TiaH?  3;;  f.ftiodii  Al'J^O / 

XIR  - I '''  _ _ . , . 


I - 

. , , ..J 


v/i-;  - ,!  I .avjjnio  /.in/oo  9?ooda  oi 
■/i'woiV3;ij  ,.  j}diJ*noD  I;.!!,  ,?9:..i3fei.i[  ,Ufb  b-’.bi  '.-Mq'- 

.^3n;;o,3  nroo.t’  ]r,  noji.oih-.har  a.dj  labno  h'jijiih 

- .‘j.a.Mu  :u  •.•l'■is3^3^iqx.amJ  liaif)  juo  I'ri  bbroda  ^ 
-nt'oa  fiarMsaiona  j.'b  uds  babivo-jq  ^adna]  acv/  | 

-Sn.lji.',  1,,  <13 ,r;i3afq  )o  R^ij  , 

.bcj-aV/  t.,j  b‘>:hr,m  •,:,  olijofia  X'frr.siiliy/  I 

,^3aqqioq  ' 


oy<n/;f  ,aU}a:i<73.;U  Rdail3'  .gnjw3 
- A »i}j  ,ij'joti/333c?  tij'.5ijjA  bos  fayniiiS 

iinsrf!  yfiyol vaiq  ftO(o/.,.,in3# 

•lo'*  ' tyscioJI-  - ;99n..  i.iiji./  f)«arf?  nx 

• H.7Biohj!  .';(,[  ,ao’<ifc>  fToqx'A  JaaJI  .3  ffdoj  ,dj‘£e 
b jfTu,n  qtr,firib'.;9i7  .«  bufe  ..mIibO  ,j‘nx;r<o.O 

Jlad'luH  iyinftU — -ififii-H/i  b;r.woj  nv/ob  .'isilla*? 

, svv.-/  Ti  vh,  Sdt  i^-vnsB  <nBi{{jV/  bfffl 

bo.v/.'Xi-i-n  J ?onia};A  bm  JiadbO  ndo[ 

■y:^  i,tii  ,)l  biiK  2£nBbA  s9mK.i, 

Oi .I'jA'.dloH  aaui  if  bi;.'('^nrio[^  8bv/ 

.00-4x  //  Kuiilir//  bfts  .u  hivsil  ,ddaW 

ya^u'ja  aiii  ]o  arnoj-  aayig  aiv/b/ea  empitjM  •* 
■^dao<j  arfl  X.K311  nsjlBj  .ebut-nj  liJK  lotffii  loi  .aaoiiq 
odi  kt.sic  da.id'//  .ladte)  eid  yd  Jqad 

.■iilfc  ; r,Bv/  ;:3oo^q}q  li^-q  fi  i^niioa-Hfirf  iqi  ;>onq 
A.ai<Kj'A/v3niJ/;m,:;f|,^jiiji2  and  .njwbifia- 

fH-Wfiio.!  ../janif  .eriooljibflsq. 

3/12  ;bydb^b/j£  j[jl}xtoa}  ^ s$  JPa  .'la'ipd . 

og  ,oqyi;(Jo3  ;l$1'r‘jr':3  'jsq/O  lii^b  iamfie; 

, £i#ikf.dw  , ‘oaaiqa  ,8a9;ioid3  ;l>ni/aq  6 gjnsay, 

,?a)alq  rnJ,  -taq  og ,i,.3  iioiqji  eiabo  of:, 

f»  arnaa  ,?iMfr'^7biif,d  isq  8$  ;gjn33  ij." 

,«Jrt9aOJ;  .rtobjid  jabfiuqq  t^f  is>q  .inofil  ;bnuvq 
It  ,ydJiu(J  itiinao  iBi  .Jyoq  ;eiaaa  o»  .W/i^jtOaad 

.£4  ,33a.fiii  ;’)*$  .fljAiri  ■joJp.jsoA'BJnai. 


y» 


!?•  ilriidfeS 


5G 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Thus  Wood  had  jurisdiction  over  territory  which  - 
now  comprises  nine  counties.  The  original  six 
counties  have  since,  at  different  times,  been  i 
divided  and  the  counties  of  Lucas,  Fulton  and  i 
Defiance  formed,  additional.  } 

On  April  12,  the  commissioners,  chosen  April 
I.  Daniel  Hubbell,  of  Miami,  Samuel  H.  Ewing, 
of  Orleans,  and  |ohn  Pray,  of  Waterville,  met 
in  the  second  story  of  Ahnon  Gibbs'  store,  in 
Maumee,  and  organised  by  electing  Daniel  Hub-  j 
bell  clerk  of  the  board.  That  was  the  beginning  : 
of  Wood  county’s  corporate  existence.  The  first  | 
act  of  the  commissioners,  after  electing  their  i 
clerk,  was  to  appoint  William  Pratt  county  treas-  | 
urer.  The  next  was  10  buy  a record  book,  which  ; 
they  got  on  credit,  price  $4.50,  which  shows  that  i 
the  grand  old  county,  rich  to-day,  was  poor  at 
the  start;  she  had  not  so  much  as  a nickel;  this  i 
suggests  the  inquiry  as  to  why  they  needed  a i 
treasurer  then.  Wood  county  was  organized;  | 
she  had  boundary  lines  and  a name;  a board  of  j 
commissioners;  a treasurer  and  a record  book.  | 
That  book,  yet  in  existence  at  the  auditor's  office,  i 
in  a fair  state  of  preservation,  is  a medium  sized,  J 
rawhide-covered  volume,  of  about  300  pages,  ft  ; 
was  the  first  property  owned  by  Wood  county,  ! 
and  should  be  treasured  as  a relic.  The  county  \ 
was  named  in  honor  of  Col.  Eleazer  D.  Wood,  a ' 
gallant  young  engineer  officer,  and  graduate  of 
West  Point,  on  Gen.  Harrison’s  staff  in  the  war  ; 
of  1812.  Under  his  commander's  orders,  he 
planned  and  helped  to  construct  and  defend  Fort 
Meigs.  Afterward,  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  : 
he  had  comm.and  of  the  artillery,  and  was  in  the 
front,  with  the  Kentuckians,  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
flying  Proctor.  After  that  battle,  a part  of  Har-  , 
rison’s  army  was  sent  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  and 
Wood  went  with  it.  In  a desperate  sortie  of  the 
Americans,  from  Fort  Erie,  the  following  year 
( 1814;,  the  intrepid  Wood,  then  holding  the  rank 
of  brevet  lieut. -colonel,  lost  his  life.  His  com- 
inander;^  Major-Gen.  Brown,  after  the  war,  and 
at  his  own  expense,  erected  a monument  in  mem- 
ory of  Col.  WTod,  in  the  Post  cemetery,  at 
W est  Point,  on  the  Hudson.  The  county  was 
honored  with  the  name  of  this  gallant  officer,  as 
was  Perrysburg  by  the  name  of  the  hereof  Lake 
Erie.  i 

The  county  boundary  lines  were  the  same  as 
now,  except  on  the  north  Wood  extended  to 
Michigan.  In  the  year  1835.  Wood  was  dis-  I 
niembered,  and  Lucas  count}'  f(jrmed,  when  the  ' 
Maumee  river  became  the  northern  line  of  Wooil, 
except  a short  space  on  the  northeast  corner. 
Before  the  commissioners  adjourned  their  first 
meeting,  they  contracted  with  Gibbs  for  the  use 


of  his  room,  for  one  year,  for  a court  house,  for 
which  they  agreed  to  pay  him  $40.  When  they 
adjourned,  the  clerk  took  the  record  book  under 
his  arm,  and  carried  it  home  for  safe  keeping. 
The  county,  though  now  organized  and  in  running 
order,  was  lacking  in  many  of  the  essentials  of 
the  present  day.  It  had  no  safes,  no  fire-proof 
\'aults,  no  tax  duplicate,  no  money,  no  jail,  no 
county  roads,  no  ditches,  no  bridges — hardly  any- 
thing, except  the  bright  anticipations  of  her  pro- 
jectors. In  this  humble  plight  Wood  took  her 
place  in  the  sisterhood  of  counties — not  a very 
promising  one,  to  be  sure,  but  destined  to  take 
an  honorable  place  with  them,  after  overcoming 
more  discouragements  than  any  other  county  in 
the  State.  It  is  difficult,  indeed,  for  people  of 
to-day  to  realize  the  homeliness  and  poverty  of 
that  beginning  in  the  county’s  history;  and  yet. 
the  contrast,  so  much  in  favor  of  the  present, 
affords  us  just  cause  of  pride  in  those  people,  our 
predecessors,  and  t'heir  successors,  down  to  the 
present,  who  have  worked  this  wonderful  change 
amid  so  many  disheartening  obstacles.  But 
while  the  hopeful  settlers  at  the  seat  of  justice  of 
the  newly-fledged  county  are  waiting  for  the  next 
event,  which  completed  their  count\'  government 
— namely,  the  court — it  will  be  interesting  to  look 
back,  through  the  mist  of  years,  and  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  landscape  surroundings  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Rapids.  It  was  not  like  it  is  now.  In- 
stead of  smooth,  grassy  slopes  and  cultivated 
fields,  with  unobstructed  views  of  the  gentle 
curves  and  broad  sweeps  of  the  river  for  miles, 
as  seen  now,  we  would  see  it  clothed  in  rugged 
forest  trees  and  thick  bush.  Instead  of  the  fine 
iron  bridge,  connecting  two  pretty  towns,  with 
fine  business  blocks,  residences  and  public  build- 
ings, there  was  a sluggish  ferryboat  and  numerous 
canoes  and  skiffs  to  cross  from  shore  to  shore. 
The  battle-scarred  ruins  of  Fort  Meigs,  on  the 
south  side,  and  of  Fort  Miami,  further  down,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  told  the  stranger  that 
this  point  had  lain  in  the  track  of  war.  Three 
straggling  ri\er  settlements,  on  the  river  bluffs 
among  the  timber,  or  on  the  flats,  stro\'e  for  cit\' 
honors.  Maumee,  the  most  pretentious,  lay  on 
the  north  bank,  scattered  along  nearly  two  miles. 
Orleans,  on  the  south  side,  was  on  the  slope  and 
flats  below  the  old  fort.  There  were  a few  culti- 
vated areas  at  inter\als,  mostly  of  wheat  and 
corn.  Perrysburg  had  a few  cabins,  along  a 
wood’s  trail,  cut  out  where  I'ront  street  is  now. 
Her  claims  to  city  honors,  other  than  her  name 
and  fine  location,  were  seriousl}'  obscured  by  the 
heavy  growth  of  timber.  There  were  no  streets 
or  roads,  except  the  old  army  trails.  Indians 
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were,  at  times,  more  numerous  than  whites, 
though  usually  peaceable  and  quiet,  unless  under 
the  influence  of  whiskey.  There  were  not,  at 
that  time,  to  exceed  650  whites,  men,  women 
and  children,  in  all  three  settlements  and  vicinity. 
The  census  of  1 820  makes  the  population  733 ; 
but  taking  the  list  of  names  of  voters  at  the  elec- 
tions up  to  1S25.  it  is  difficult  to  figure  out  that 
many  whites,  on  the  usual  ratio  of  five  persons  to 
every  voter.  But  it  is  not  improbable  that  in 
their  efforts  to  get  a county  government,  the 
settlers  made  the  largest  showing  possible.  At 
any  rate,  in  ten  years  to  1830,  the  increase,  as 
shown  by  the  census  report,  only  carried  the 
population  up  to  1,102.  The  point,  however,  is 
not  material,  except  as  a basis  from  which  to 
note  the  after-growth  of  population. 

Now  let  us  go  to  Maumee  and  attend  court, 
in  fancy,  at  least.  It  is  Wood  county’s  first 
Common  Pleas  court;  May  3,  1820.  How  dif- 
ferent from  now.  [The  writer  is  indebted  for  an 
account  of  the  first  court,  to  the  late  Collister 
Haskins,  one  of  the  grand  jurors  on  that  occa- 
sion. ] These  is  no  bell  ringing  in  the  lofty  tower 
to  call  the  jurors,  attorneys,  and  witnesses  to- 
gether. The  clerk  and  his  deputies  are  not  hur- 
rying to  the  court  room  with  arms  full  of  heavy 
court  records.  There  is  no  clerk,  and  there  are 
no  record  books.  The  attorneys  are  not  edging 
up  quietly  to  the  sheriffs  desk  to  learn  if  import- 
ant witnesses  have  been  notified,  and  are  likely 
to-be  present.  Curious  as  it  may  seem  to  those 
conversant  with  later  judicial  history,  lawyers 
were  scarce  at  that  first  court.  The  event  had 
not  got  noised  about  \ery  far;  but  they  soon 
began  to  come.  Before  court  had  been  in  ses- 
sion long,  three  arrived,  showed  their  credentials, 
and  asked  leave  to  practice.  Where  lawyers 
were  found,  there  are  certain  to  be  clients.  But 
if  lawyers  were  a little  scarce,  the  court  was 
‘ ‘ numerous.  ” As  courts  were  then  organized, 
the  Common  Pleas  had  four  judges — a president 
judge,  and  three  associates,  all  appointed  by  the 
Legislature. 

George  Tod"  was  president  judge  at  this  first 
court,  and  his  associates  were  Samuel  \'ance, 
Horatio  Conant,  and  Peter  G.  Oliver.  Four 
judges  are  considered,  even  now,  as  quite  an 
imposing  “bench;”  and  no  doubt  the  proud 
dwellers  in  the  new  county  seat  felt,  and  justly, 
too,  that  quite  an  added  dignity  and  prestige 
attached  to  their  ambitious  little  city  because  of 
its  court  honors.  David  Hull  was  the  name  of 
the  first  sheriff  who  rapped  on  the  table  and 
opened  the  Common  Pleas  court.  The  first 

‘Father  of  Governor  David  Tod. 


official  act  was  to  appoint  Thomas  R.  McKnight, 
clerk.  While  McKnight  was  hunting  up  suitable 
I stationary  and  a record  book,  C.  J.  McCurdy 
j was  appointed  prosecutor  for  the  State.  This 
I completed  the  organization  of  the  court,  and 
I they  were  now  ready  for  business. 

I Many  duties  attached  to  the  Common  Pleas 
; court  then  that  do  not  belong  to  it  now.  All 
I probate  work  belonged  to  it;  such  as  the  apoint- 
i ment  of  guardians,  granting  administration,  re- 
i cording  wills,  taking  bonds,  etc.  Besides  this, 
the  court  granted  all  licenses.  Every  business 
paid  license  then:  Taverns,  stores,  ferries, 

bridges,  ware-houses,  all  had  to  pay  rates  fixed 
by  the  court.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
! Common  Pleas  court  embraced,  in  its  scope  of 
j work,  some  of  the  most  important  functions  of 
i government  in  this  new  settlement — even  the 
j vital  one  of  creating  revenue,  and  the  records. 

I happily  yet  in  a good  state  of  preservation, 
i afford  us  an  insight  into  many  interesting  facts 
1 not  elsewhere  to  be  found.  One  thing  is  partic- 
I ularly  striking  in  the  testamentary  records  of 
that  time — the  frequent  number  of  deaths  noted. 

: Before  the  end  of  the  year  1822,  the  death  list, 
i in  this  sparse  population,  enrolls  the  names  of 
1 several  of  the  leading  citizens.  The  United 
‘ States  collector  and  his  wife:  Gibbs,  the  post- 
i master  and  merchant:  one  of  the  county  commds- 
: sioners,  and  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  are 
1 included,  and  the  names  of  many  other  property 
j owners  appear  on  these  tell-tale  pages.  There 
, were  doubtless  as  many  nmre,  of  these  hardy 
: men  and  women,  who  fell  victims  to  the  preva- 
I lent  malarial  fever,  whose  names  do  not  appear 
; in  the  books.  These  are  some  of  the  things 
shown  by  the  old  court  records.  They  tell  ns. 
in  sorrowful  lines,  that  the  pioneers,  who  laid 
the  corner-stone  of  this  civilization,  had  a hard 
struggle.  Privations,  disease  and  death  met 
I them  at  every  turn.  [Subsequent  proceedings  of 
: Wood  county  courts  are  told  in  the  chapter  on 
, Bench  and  Bar.] 

i Now  that  the  Maumee  Rapids  people  had  a 
j county  of  their  own,  and  a seat  of  justice  right 
! in  their  midst,  it  might  reasonably  be  presumed 
; that  they  would,  after  the  great  inconvenience 
! tliey  had  endured,  be  happy  to  a man.  No  s v 
Human  nature  is  not  shaped  thus.  It  was  the 
same  then  as  it  is  to-day;  never  satisfied.  Mau- 
I mee  had  the  county  seat  temporarily,  but  not  b\ 

! general  approval.  Orleans  and  Perrysburg  were 
I not  pleased.  The  settlers  were  pretty  evenl\  di- 
\ided  on  each  side  of  the  river.  But  in  the  new 
counties  then  forming,  the  seats  of  justice  were 
i fixed  temporarily  by  the  Legislature  until  the  do- 
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velopments  of  population  should  indicate  where 
the  proper  place  for  the  county  seat  would  be, 
when  three  disinterested  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  was  to  carefully  investi- 
gate the  situation  and  fix  upon  the  location  of  the 
county  seat.  Had  the  location  of  the  seat  of 
justice  been  made  by  a vote  of  the  settlers,  no 
doubt  Maumee  would  have  held  it  at  that  time. 
Orleans  and  Perrysburg,  both  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  were  envious  of  each  other,  and 
would  not  act  in  unity,  and,  in  a triangular  battle, 
Maumee  could  out  vote  either  of  them.  The 
question  has  often  been  raised  in  later  years  as 
to  how  Perrysburg  got  the  county  seat  away  from 
her  stronger  neighbor,  Maumee,  and  we  believe 
this  is  the  first  time  an  explanation  has  appeared 
in  print.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  in 
the  winter  of  1821-2C,  Charles  R.  Sherman 
(father  of  Gen.  Sherman),  Edward  Paine,  Jr., 
and  Nehemiah  King  were  appointed  commission- 
ers to  fix  the  permanent  location  of  the  county 
seat  of  Wood  county.  At  the  May  term  of  court 
in  Maumee,  1S22,  the  report  of  these  commis- 
sioners. a copy  of  which  had  been  placed  on  file 
with  the  clerk,  was  read  in  open  court,  and  from 
which  report  (following  the  language  of  the  jour- 
nal) “it  appears  that  the  town  of  Perrysburg,  in 
said  county  of  Wood,  was  selected  as  the  most 
proper  place  as  a seat  of  justice  for  said  county 
of  Wood,  the  said  town  of  Perrysburg  being  as 
near  the  center  of  said  county  of  Wood  as,  pay- 
ing a due  regard  to  the  situation,  extent  of  popu- 
lation, quality  of  land  and  convenience  and  inter- 
est of  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  of  Wood,  as 
was  possible,  the  commissioners  aforesaid  desig- 
nate In-lot  No.  387,  as  the  most  proper  site  for 
the  court  house  of  said  county  of  Wood.”  It 
must  not  for  a moment  be  supposed  that  Maumee 
surrendered  up  this  coveted  prize  without  a pro- 
test, or  that  Orleans  looked  on  with  an  approving 
smile.  Both  opposed  it  with  every  possible  influ- 
ence, but  Perrysburg  had  a powerful  ally.  Just 
at  this  critical  juncture,  the  United  States  gave 
some  friendly  aid  to  her  protege.  In  May,  1822, 
Congress  enacted  a law  vesting  the  title  to  all  un- 
sold lots  and  out-lots  in  Perrysburg,  in  the  Com- 
missioners of  Wood  county,  on  condition  that  the 
county  seat  should  be  permanently  located  there. 


The  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  lots  were  to 
be  used  in  erecting  public  buildings,  etc.  There 
was  a considerable  number  of  these  lots  unsold, 
and  the  gift  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  county 
' in  its  early  poverty,  in  getting  a jail  and  court 
> house  without  much  expense  to  the  tax-payers. 

, Regardless  of  this  help  to  the  county,  the  decis- 
' ion  of  the  commissioners,  who  located  the  seat 
I of  justice,  was  a wise  and  also  a just  one,  either 
I in  the  light  of  the  views  set  forth  in  their  report, 

: or  of  what  subsequently  occurred,  the  dismem- 
berment of  Wood  county  to  form  Lucas. 

I There  was,  too,  at  this  time  a complicating 
■ question  of  jurisdiction  between  Ohio  and  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  which  well  nigh  provoked 
a war  fifteen  years  later.  According  to  the 
: claims  of  Michigan  most  of  the  territory  north 
of  the  Maumee  belonged  to  her.  The  final 
decision  of  the  question  rested  with  Congress,  as 
i Michigan  was  not  yet  a State.  This  uncertainty 
of  jurisdiction  may  also  have  had  its  influence 
with  the  commission  which  fixed  the  permanent 
county  seat  at  Perr}<sburg.  It  was  known  to  the 
friends  of  the  latter  place,  and  the  Hollisters. 
Spaffords  and  others,  who  had  at  that  time 
invested  in  property  in  Perrysburg,  were  tacti- 
cians enough  to  work  the  point  for  all  it  was 
worth. 

Although  the  decision  of  the  commission  in 
favor  of  Perrysburg  was  made  in  May,  1822, 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  haste  in 
the  removal.  The  first  meeting  of  the  county 
commissioners  in  Perrysburg.  as  shown  by  their 
I Journal,  was  held  on  the  third  of  March  follow- 
ing, nearly  ten  months  after  the  decision  had  been 
made.  The  minutes  of  their  proceedings  in 
Maumee,  during  almost  three  years,  show  a light 
amount  of  routine  work.  They  had  constructed 
a log  jail,  and  taken  some  steps  looking  to  the 
establishment  of  roads.  Their  record  for  the 
entire  time  covers  only  about  twenty  pages,  and 
the  auditor,  Ambrose  Rice,  received  $29.7;  for 
his  services  in  the  year  ending  March  4.  1S22. 

: Thomas  W.  Powell,  then  prosecuting  attorney, 
was  appointed  auditor  for  the  year  1823,  and 
filled  both  offices,  getting  an  allowance  of  thirty 
dollars  for  his  services  as  auditor,  which  was 
twenty-five  cents  more  than  Rice  got. 
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CHAPTER  XII, 


Traxsactions  oi-  the  Commissioners — Change  of  Officers — Entries  in  the  Pioneer  Record 
Book — Tax  Levies — Estaiieishment  of  new  Townships — Early  Court  Houses — The 
“Ten-years’  War” — (Question  of  Removing  the  County  Seat  from  Perrysburg  to 
Bowling  Green — Sundry  Indictments,  Etc. 


T was  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  group, 
in  one  chapter,  the  doings  of  the  cornmis- 
j sioners,  from  1S20  to  1895;  but  this  inten- 
tion was  cast  aside  in  favor  of  distributing 
the  transactions  throughout  the  local  chapters 
with  which  they  were  specially  associated,  and, 
for  this  reason,  what  promised  to  be  one  of  the 
most  exhaustive  chapters  of  this  volume  now  em- 
braces only  incidents,  which  were  not  apportioned 
to  the  histories  of  the  bench  and  bar,  the  soldiers 
and  the  townships.  Xo  apology  is  offered  for 
these  concise  and  dry  relations;  for,  with  the  fore- 
going chapters  (from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Evers), 
dealing  with  the  most  interesting  years  in  Ohio’s 
history,  the  reader  must  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  matter-of-fact  details  of  the  history  of  Wood 
county. 

In  December,  1820,  John  E.  Hunt  took  the 
place  of  W.  H.  Ewing  on  the  Commissioners’ 
board,  and  in  the  new  organization  was  made 
clerk.  Beyond  a short  meeting,  held  in  June, 
1821,  to  inquire  into  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  and 
one  in  December  of  that  year,  to  order  a payment 
of  $12.50  for  the  use  of  court  house,  nothing  of 
importance  was  considered,  until  March  4.  1822, 
when  they  appointed  Thomas  W.  Powell  auditor, 
to  fill  a vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Ambrose  Rice,  taking  his  bond  for  $2,000.  On 
that  occasion,  they  declared  the  township  of 
Waynesfield  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Wood 
county,  to  be  co-extensive  with  the  counties  of 
Wood  and  Hancock,  and  the  township  of  Auglaize 
'vith  the  counties  of  Williams,  tienry,  Putnam 
and  Paulding.  At  this  term,  the  proposal  of 
Alrnon  Gibbs  to  give  the  use  of  the  upper  part  of 
his  store  for  court  purposes,  on  condition  that  his 
county,  tavern  and  ferry  tax  be  paid  'by  the 
county,  was  accepted.  In  June,  1822,  Samuel 
Spa  fford,  appointed  by  the  court  in  May  previous, 
took  his  place  as  conmiissioner,  u/a-  Hubbell,  re- 
signed. Walter  Colton  was  appointed  treasurer, 
and  his  bond  for  $2,000  was  accepted;  while 
Ihivid  Hull  qualified  as  collector  of  State  and 


county  taxes.  On  September  2,  1S22,  the  death 
of  .-\lmon  Gibbs,  one  of  the  State  road  commis- 
sioners, is  noticed  in  the  record,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Francis  Charters  the  same  day  as  his 
successor,  is  recorded,  while  Daniel  Hubbell  was 
also  appointed  to  take  up  the  unfinished  work  of 
the  pioneer,  on  the  State  road,  from  the  town  of 
Maumee  to  Fort  Defiance,  and  Lhence  westward. 

The  last  session  of  the  commissioners,  held 
at  Maumee,  was  that  of  September  2,  1822, 
while  the  first  held  at  Perrysburg  was  that  of 
March  3,  1823,  when  Hiram  P.  Barlow,  Sam- 
uel Spafford  and  John  Pray,  were  present.  On 
that  occasion  the  offer  of  Guy  X'earing  and 
Daniel  Hubbell  to  erect  county  buildings  for 
the  sum  of  $895.00  was  accepted,  and,  after 
some  routine  business,  Aurora  Spafford  was 
appointed  treasurer  to  succeed  Colton,  the 
bond  being  made  at  $3,000.  Sixteen  days  later, 
the  board  assembled  to  view  the  jail  building, 
which  had  been  moved  from  Maumee  to  Perrys- 
burg, where  it  was  rebuilt  by  Daniel  Hubbell, 
who  received  only  $48  for  the  whole  work  of  raz- 
ing, moving  and  reconstructing.  A sum  of  $25 
was  ordered  to  be  expended  on  repairing  it.  These 
transactions,  with  the  order  to  sell  105  lots  at 
Perrysburg,  by  auction,  on  May  26,  1823,  for  the 
use  of  the  county,  at  a minimum  price  of  $20  a 
lot — one-fourth  of  which  was  to  be  paid  in 
cash — and  the  cancellation  of  a contract  with 
Thomas  K.  McKnight,  to  furnish  a court  room  to 
the  county  for  ten  years,  completed  the  first 
work  of  the  commissioners  at  the  new  county 
seat. 

The  appointment  of  P'rancis  Charter,  as  col- 
lector, was  made  June  2,  1823,  his  compensation 
being  fixed  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  of  the 
sum  collected.  Aurora  Spafford  was  reappointed 
treasurer,  who  reported  that  he  redeemed  or- 
ders issued  by  the  commissioners  to  the  amount 
of  $408.35.  The  terms  of  sale  of  lots  at  Per- 
rysburg were  made  more  popular,  but  the  .\ct 
providing  for  placing  the  transfer  of  town  lots  on 
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the  county  records  was  ordered  to  be  enforced, 
and  the  name  of  Commissioner  Barlow  to  be  used 
as  prosecutor  for  the  count}-. 

Let  us  look  back  three-quarters  of  a century 
to  the  first  financial  doings  of  the  commissioners, 
and  measure,  if  we  can,  how  far  the  compensa- 
tion offered  by  the  new  county  was  in  accord  with 
the  work  performed  for  lier.  In  FF.  30-31-33 
and  33  of  Wood  county's  pioneer  record  book, 
the  story  of  her  first  servants  and  of  the  moneys 
paid  to  them  is  told  in  cold  figures.  Let  the 
form  of  the  entries  of  orders  be  observed: 


C.  J.  McCurdy,  May  o,  18‘_’0 S 10  00 

Thomas  R.  ^^cKnii,dlt,  Mav  1820 28  00 

C.  J.  McCurdy,  May  5,  1820 10  00 

Hunt  & For.syth,  ^^ay  ■>,  1820  Iti  12 

Almon  Gihbs,  .May  0,  1S20 40  25 

Seneca  .Allen,  May  5,  1>^20 2 50 

George  Patterson,  May  5,  l82o 2 ()0 

S.  Alien,  .May  5,  18‘20 1 (jO 

James  H.  Slawson,  May  5.  1820 1 .50 

John  E.  Hunt  (listen 11  25 

Thomas  Driver  (lister) 5 t)0 

George  C.  White  (guard) 1 00 

Ezra  Kelly 75 

Norman  L.  Freeman  (roads) 8 75 

James  Carlin 8 00 

James  Slawson 75 

Samuel  H.  Ewing 75 

Thomas  Mcllrath 1 .50 

Ephraim  H.  Learning 8 00 

• Thomas  Learning 75 

Jacob  W'ilkison 1 12 

David  Hull 28  00 

Wilson  \'ancc  (cancelled) 8 50 

John  Perkins 8 00 

Andrew  Race 1 .50 

Samuel  Ewing ,50 

Guy  Nearing  (juror) 6 00 

James  Thomson 2 00 

George  Marsh 11  15 

David  Hull  2 9() 

Almon  Gilabs 1 OO 

Salmon  Cross 1 10 

.Salmon  Cross 8 61 

Francis  Charter (5  (}() 

Guy  Nearing  (work  on  jail) 10  5t> 

\Villiam  Griffith  (work  on  jail) 1 00 

James  Carlin  (work  on  jail) 5 50 

Jacol)  Wilkison  (work  on  jail) 4 -50 

Peter  G.  Olliver  (work  on  jail) 2 UO 

Seneca  Allen  (grand  juror) 4 -50 

De.xter  C.  Gunn  (grand  juror) 4 5i) 

David  Bucklen  (grand  juror)  7-50 

David  W.  Hawley  (grand  juror) 4 .50 

.Samuel  Spatford  (grand  juror) 4 5(J 

Guy  Nearing  (grand  juror) 1 .5() 

Thomas  Learning  (grand  juror) 8 Ui) 

.Artemus  Underwood  (grand  juror) 4 .5)) 

John  E.  Hunt  (grand  juror) 1 50 

James  Carlin  (grand  juror)  8 00 

Thomas  Mcllrath  (grand  juror) 4 -50 

Jacob  Wilkison  (grand  iuror) 4 .50 

John  Jay  l.o\  ett  (gr.ind  juror) 4 .50 

William  Hunter  ( lalior  at  jail  I 1 00 

George  Patterson  (grand  juror) 4 5i) 

W I Ison  \ ince  (grand  juror) 4 50 

James  H unter  (gr.ind  juror) 4 50 

Hiram  P.  H.irlow  (grand  jumr) 4 .50 

Guy  Ne.'iring  (work  on  jail) 1 .50 

James  H.  .Sl.iwson  (services  at  court) 6 75 


I George  Patterst'ii  (keeping  Jones) 8-50 

: Daniel  Hublrell  (ser\-ices  at  jail) 8 .50 

I'  William  Griffith  I'attend.mce  on  Court) 1 00 

i Almon  Gibbs  (jurors’  room) 5 i.".i 

.Seneca  .Alien  (auditor's  fees) lo  -5o 

Daniel  Hubbell  (clerk  to  court) 5 ;J7 

Horatio  Conant  (judge  of  common  pleas) IS  (.)<i 

S.'imuel  X'ance  (associate  judge) 15  oO 

Daniel  Hubbell  (commissioner) 21  87 

.Samuel  H.  Ewing  (commissioner) 21  87 

Samuel  X'ance  (iron  for  jail) 4 75 

John  Pray  (commissioner) 19  12 

Peter  G.  Oliver  (judge) 15  Oi 

David  Iduil  (sheriff) 19  44 

1).  Hubbell 2 25 

XX'.  X’ance 8-50 

S.  H.  IXwing 2 25 

Seneca  .Allen  (auditor) 8 OO 

J.  Richardson 10  O'X 

G.  Jones. 9 82 

i The  orders  represent  the  pay  for  work  which 
would,  to-day,  cost  ten  times  as  much.  The 


{ record  is  valuable  not  only  as  a souvenir  of  the 
I first  public  servants  of  the  Black  Swamp,  but 
; also  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

In  December,  1833,  the  cotiirnissioners  asked 
I John  Shelby,  representative  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  Joseph  \’ance.  Congressman,  to  obtain 
for  the  county  a complete  title  to  the  forfeited 
lots  and  to  the  common  at  Perrysburg.  The  ac- 
ceptance of  the  court  house  on  March  15,  1834, 
and  the  tender  of  any  unsold  lots,  at  the  county 
seat,  for  $15  each,  to  the  contractors  in  lieu  of 
cash,  for  the  balance  due  them,  formed  the  work 
of  the  board.  In  June  of  that  year,  .\urora 
; Spafford  was  re-appointed  treasurer,  and  Daniel 
Hubbell,  collector.  The  former  reported  $333. 5 5.'. 

' as  paid  into  the  treasury,  while  a balance  of 
$553.43  was  due  to  the  court-house  builders,  who 
j were  again  offered  ten  lots  for  $I3  each  to  pas' 

; part  of  that  indebtedness.  In  the  closing  month 
' of  the  year,  repairs  on  the  jail  were  authorized, 
j In  June,  1835,  Jonathan  H.  Jerome  was  ap- 
pointed collector,  and  the  old  treasurer  was  re- 
appointed. special  ta.x,  equal  to  one-fourth  of 
• all  the  county  levies,  was  ordered,  to  pay  off  the 
court-house  debt,  as  the  revenue  of  the  treasurer's 
I office  was  only  $488.66  for  the  year.  In  Deceni- 
ber,  the  financial  question  was  so  pressing  that 
' the  sale  of  lots  at  $I3  each  was  ordered,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  town  of  Perrysburg — T.  R.  Mc- 
Knight,  W'alter  Colton  and  Samuel  Spafford — were 
: authorized  to  sell  at  anv  time,  prior  to  June  i. 

; 1836,  Inlots  I 5 I,  163  and  175  for  $30  in  all,  said 
: lots  to  be  devoted  to  burial  purposes.  In  June. 
1836.  a radical  advance  in  taxation  was  made, 
being  one  per  cent,  on  the  grand  lev\-,  one-half  of 
one  per  cent,  for  road  purposes,  and  one-half  of  a 
: mill  on  the  dollar  for  school  purposes.  .Vt  th.it 
; time,  the  treasurer  reported  the  receipt  of 
$498.86  3-10  for  the  fiscal  year.  .Ambrose  Rice 
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was  appointed  collector,  and  the  receipt  of 
$309.  12  of  the  “Three  Per  Cent.  Fund,”  acknowl- 
edged. In  August,  1826.  the  question  of  finish- 
ing and  re-paving  the  court  house  was  debated, 
and  the  work  of  lathing  and  plastering  and  gen- 
eral furnishing  was  awarded  to  John  McKnight, 
whose  bid  of  $225  was  the  lowest.  Jacob  Wilk- 
ison  ultimately  was  given  another  part  of  the 
work  on  a bid  of  $294.00.  Ambrose  Rice  was 
appointed  county  assessor  in  March,  1827.  In 
June  following.  Inlots  10  to  14 — 31  to  42  — 55  to 
66 — 79  to  90 — 103  to  I 14 — 127  to  138 — I 52  to 
161  and  176  to  185, — inclusive, — in  all  84  lots  — 
were  appropriated  for  a poor-house  building  and 
garden.  Elijah  Hunting  was  appointed  treasurer, 
the  tax  le\y  was  placed  at  eight  mills  for  general 
purposes,  three  mills  for  roads  and  one-half  of 
one  mill  for  schools.  In  August,  1S27,  the  con- 
tract for  furnishing  the  jail  was  awarded,  the  bid 
being  $486.  In  June,  1828,  the  court  house  was 
finished,  and  about  the  same  time  Elisha  Martin- 
dale,  the  assignee  of  Lakin,  offered  the  jail  for 
acceptance.  There  was  no  school  tax  levied  in 
1829.  In  this  year  the  commissioners  ordered 
that  the  Act  of  Legislature,  providing  for.improv- 
ing  the  breed  of  sheep,  be  adopted  by  the  county. 
In  December,  1830,  the  name  of  the  township  of 
Ottawa,  established  on  June  14,  of  that  year,  was 
changed  to  “Weston,”  and  the  first  election  or- 
dered to  be  held  at  Edw'ard  Howard's  house.  At 
th  is  session  Waterville  township  was  established, 
the  resignation  of  Auditor  and  Clerk  Powell  was 
accepted,  and  James  W.  Robinson  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

In  January,  1831,  the  new  auditor  resigned  to 
accept  the  office  of  clerk  of  court,  when  John  C. 
Spink  was  appointed,  John  Webb  and  Daniel  H. 
Wheeler  being  his  bondsmen.  Another  appoint- 
ment was  also  made  necessary  at  that  time  by 
the  death  of  Recorder  Thomas  R.  McKnight. 
James  W.  Robinson  succeeded  him,  thus  having 
filled  the  offices  of  auditor,  clerk  of  commissioners, 
clerk  of  court  and  recorder  successfully  within  a 
brief  period.  In  March,  1832,  it  was  resolved  to 
build  a stockade  around  the  jail,  and  this  was 
done.  A few  months  after  the  general  tax  was 
placed  at  five  mills,  the  road  tax  at  three  mills, 
and  the  school  tax  at  one  mill,  the  last  being 
one-fourth  of  a mill  more  than  the  school  law 
demanded.  The  first  sidewalk  was  mentioned  at 
the  June  session,  when  the  pathway  in  front  of 
the  court  house  was  ordered  to  be  paved  or 
flagged.  Many  new  roads  were  authori;'ed  that 
year,  and,  in  December,  Miiidleton  township  was 
established.  Townships  3 and  4 in  Range  12, 
and  Township  3,  in  Range  i i,  were  set  off  under 
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the  name  of  Perry,  and  some  territory  was  de- 
tached from  Middleton  and  attached  to  Portage, 
in  June,  1833.  At  this  time,  the  general  tax  was 
placed  at  four  mills,  and  the  road  tax  at  three 
mills,  while  nothing  is  recorded  of  a school  tax. 
On  December  16,  1833,  the  sale  of  201  inlots  at 
Perrysburg  to  Ambrose  Rice  for  $1,025, 
gotiated. 

In  March,  1834,  Joshua  Chappel  succeeded 
Rice  as  county  assessor,  and,  in  November,  1834, 
Guy  Nearing,  Joshua  Chappel  and  John  C.  Spink 
were  named  as  members  of  a board  of  equalization, 
j The  establishment  of  Montgomery,  Freedom  and 
I Troy  townships  dates  back  to  December  i,  1834. 

‘ Congressional  Township  4,  R.  12,  was  called 
i Montgomery,  and  the  election  ordered  to  be  held 
at  Guy  Morgan's  house;  Congressional  Township 
5,  R.  12,  was  called  Freedom,  and  the  house 
of  Michael  N.  Myers  made  the  place  of  meet- 
ing, while  Township  6,  R.  12,  was  named  Troy, 
and  the  polling  place  fixed  at  Thomas  Learning's 
house. 

In  February,  1835,  the  proposal  to  erect  a 
building,  to  include  the  old  jail,  was  recorded, 
and  on  March  2 the  contract  was  awarded  to 
Levi  Tilton  for  $650.  The  contract  does  not 
afipear  to  have  been  carried  out,  for  in  May, 
i 1-836,  the  question  was  revived.  Liberty  town- 
ship was  established  on  the  latter  day  to  embrace 
' Congressional  Townships  3 and  4 of  R.  10,  and 
the  place  of  meeting  fixed  at  Henry  Grove's 
house.  At  the  same  time  Township  5,  R.  ir, 
was  named  Center,  with  the  polling  place  at 
Adam  Phillips’  house;  Township  3,  R.  ii,  was 
named  Bloom,  with  place  of  meeting  at  the 
house  of  Frederick  Frankfather;  Wing  town- 
ship, with  its  irregular  lines,  was  to  hold  its  first 
meeting  at  C.  L.  Wing’s  house,  and  Plain  town- 
ship at  Henry  Walker’s  house,  in  what  is  now 
Bowling  Green.  In  June,  1835,  Sections  25  to 
30,  inclusive,  were  taken  from  the  south  end  of 
Wing  and  attached  to  Waterville  township.  That 
day  Willard  V.  Way  was  appointed  auditor,  to 
succeed  J.  C.  Spink.  Ten  days  later  a bell 
belonging  to  Perrysburg  was  offered  to  the  county 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  hung  on  the  court 
house.  Townships  3 and  4,  in  R.  9,  were  set 
off  to  form  Milton  township,  on  June  ii,  and 
the  place  of  meeting  fixed  at  Morrison  McWill- 
iarn's  house.  On  June  13,  Horatio  Conant  was 
appointed  to  ajipraise  School  Section  16,  in  Town- 
ship 3.  of  the  Twelve  Mile  Reservation,  this 
being  the  first  reference  to  such  lands  in  the 
' records  of  the  commissioners.  On  the  same  ilay 
the  general  tax  was  placed  at  three  mills,  the 
road  tax  at  two  mills  and  the  school  tax  at  one- 
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quarter  mill,  plus  the  three-qutirter-mill  tax  de- 
manded b\' the  school  law.  In  December,  1835, 
County-Surveyor  Hirani  Davis  was  ordered  to 
procure  the  .United  States  field  notes  for  Town- 
ships 3 and  4,  Range  ii;  of  4 and  5,  R.  12,  and 
of  1,  2,  3 and  4 of  the  U.  S.  Reserve  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Rapids,  and  also  of  the  additional  survey 
of  Perrysburg  and  of  the  Maumee  and  Western 
Reserve  road  in  Wood  cou nty.  In  that  month, 
also,  the  auditor,  W.  V.  Way,  was  allowed 
$315.07  as  salary,  while  the  first  claim  for  dam- 
ages for  running  a road  through  Eben  Wilson's 
farm  was  considered,  and  the  first  keeper  of 
Wood  county’s  standard  measure  was  appointed 
in  the  person  of  Addison  Smith. 

In  March,  1836,  Montgomery  township  was 
authorized  to  elect  school  trustees.  E.  B.  Eagle 
was  auditor  at  that  time,  but  his  death  and  the 
appointment  of  W.  H.  Sloane  as  his  successor 
are  noticed  in  the  minutes  under  date  of  May  6. 
The  new  auditor  and  the  new  commissioners  cast 
aside  the  old  rawhide-covered  volume,  venerable 
as  the  first  record-book  of  Wood  county,  bearing 
all  the  earmarks  of  official  life  for  her  first  fifteen 
years,  aud  telling  much  about  the  work  of  the 
pioneers  in  laying  the  foundations  of  her  pros- 
perity. 

In  September,  1836,  the  commissioners  gave 
notice  that  on  October  i they  would  consider 
proposals  for  building  a court  house.  On  De- 
cember 5 the  petition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
new  township  was  discussed,  and  Congressional 
Township  No.  3,  R.  10,  was  set  off  under  the 
name  of  Henry  township.  In  February,  1837, 
the  auditor  was  instructed  to  advertise  in  The 
Miami  of  the  Lake  for  bids  for  building  a court 
house.  Washington  township  was  established 
June  5,  1837.  Two  days  later,  the  county  tax 
was  placed  at  seven  and  one-half  mills,  the  road 
tax  at  four  mills,  and  the  school  tax  at  one  and 
one-half  mills  on  each  dollar  of  assessed  value. 

On  June  5,  1838,  the  board  ordered  a deed 
to  be  given  to  the  town  of  Perrysburg  for  lots 
151,  162  and  175,  formerly  granted  for  burial 
purposes,  and  on  the  following  day  that  all  other 
lots  owned  by  the  county,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  lots  on  which  the  new  court  house  was 
building,  should  be  offered  for  sale  on  September 
I.  The  establishment  of  Troy  township,  and 
the  rejection  of  a petition  from  Middleton,  ask- 
ing the  annexation  of  that  township  to  Washing- 
ton, are  recorded  under  date  of  December  3, 
1838.  On  April  23,  1839,  the  Act  autliorizing 
Wood  county  to  subscribe  $100,000  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  Perrysburg  iN;  Bellefontaine  Rail- 
road Company  was  observed  by  the  commission- 


ers, who  signed  the  books  at  Perr}  sburg  for  one 
thousand  $ioo  shares.  They  appointed  David 
Ladd,  of  Perr}'sburg,  agent  to  borrow  that  sum 
at  six  per  cent.  At  the  same  time  David  C. 
Doane  was  appointed  agent  to  borrow  $5,000  for 
court-house-building  purposes  under  the  special 
Act  of  the  Legislature.  At  the  June  session  of 
1839,  a tax  levy  of  seven  mills  for  county  pur- 
poses, three  for  road  purposes,  one  for  bridge 
purposes  and  two  for  school  purposes  was  author- 
ized. Twelve  sections  were  attached  to  Perrys- 
burg, and  Hiram  Davis  was  paid  $30  for  a map  of 
the  county.  In  December,  Morrison  McMillan 
succeeded  Doane  as  agent  in  the  matter  of  bor- 
rowing the  $5,000  alluded  to  above.  Notice  was 
given  to  the  electors  of  Fractional  Township  No. 
6,  original  survey,  to  meet  at  the  school  house  on 
Section  32,  on  April  28,  1840,  to  organize  that 
township  (Middleton). 

In  June,  1840,  the  petition  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Congressional  Township  No.  3,  R.  9, 
under  the  name  of  Jackson,  was  granted,  and  the 
place  of  meeting  fixed  at  John  Dubb's  house. 
The  tax  levy,  of  five  mills  for  county  purposes, 
three  for  road  purposes,  one  for  school,  two  for 
bridge  and  two  for  interest,  or  thirteen  mills  on 
the  dollar,  was  ordered.  In  December,  1840, 
David  Ladd  surrendered  his  commission  as  agent 
to  borrow  $100,000.  and  his  bill  of  $ioS  was 
paid.  In  June,  1841,  River  Tracts  56,  57,  58, 
59,  and  fractional  part  of  Section  16,  lying  on  the 
southwest  side  of  the  Maumee  in  Township  i. 
U.  S.  Reserve,  twelve  miles  square.  M.  R.  L.  E.. 
were  attached  to  Perrysburg  township  (though 
the  territory  w^as  attached  to  Middleton  in  the 
former  year).  At  the  June  session  of  1841. 
county  tax  of  five  mills;  school,  two;  road,  three; 
bridge,  two;  special  for  finishing  court  house, 
three;  interest,  two,  and  State,  five,  or  a total  of 
twenty-two  mills,  were  authorized.  On  Decem- 
ber 8,  1842,  the  court  house  was  completed  and 
occupied.  In  December,  1844,  the  s.  .1  of  Sec- 
tion 36,  Township  6.  R.  10.  and  the  s.  \ of  Sec- 
tion 31,  Township  6,  R.  i i,  were  set  off  to  Plain 
and  Center.  The  attachment  of  Sections  3 and 
10,  in  Township  5,  N.  R.  10  E.  of  W'ashiugton 
township  to  Plain  township  was  ordered  March  3. 
1845.  On  June  3,  1845,  the  commissioners  or- 
dered Township  5,  R.  9,  to  be  set  off  and  organ- 
ized as  a se[)arate  towtiship,  the  meeting  to  be 
held  at  John  Crew's  house.  The  business  of  the 
_\ear  1845  was  principally  gi\en  up  to  petitions 
for  new  roads,  alterations  of  roads  and  settle- 
ments with  the  contractors  on  the  Perrysburg  N 
I'indlay,  and  on  the  Kenton  turnpike. 

On  March  16,  1846,  the  commissioners,  act- 
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in”  under  the  Act  of  March  2,  that  year,  divided 
Wood  county  into  four  Assessors'  Districts,  as 
follows:  Perrysburg  and  Lake  townships,  Xo.  i 

Jairus  Curtis,  assessor;.  Perry,  Montgomery, 

Preedom,  Troy  and  Center,  Xo.  2 — Thomas 
bhsenhaur,  assessor;  Portage,  Bloom,  Liberty, 
Henry  and  Jackson,  Xo.  3 — Francis  Carrothers, 
assessor;  and  Milton,  Weston,  Washington, 
Middleton  and  Plain,  Xo.  4 — Michael  Sypher, 
assessor.  Special  ta.xes  for  roads  were  common 
in  1844-45  and  1S46-47,  such  part  of  the  public 
business  requiring  the  earnest  study  of  the  board. 
In  June,  1846,  the  board  purchased  In-lot  210  at 
Perr}’sburg  for  the  purpose  of  building  a jail 
thereon.  On  July  7,  John  W.  Woodbury  was 
awarded  the  masonry  work  for  $800,  and  the 
whole  cost  was  estimated  at  $2,150,  including 
Henry  Thornton  and  Daniel  Lindsay’s  contract, 
for  all  work  outside  the  mason's  contract,  $1,022, 
and  O.  H.  Carpenter’s  contract  for  iron  work, 
amounting  to  $150.'  W.  Huston  and  George 
Powers  purchased  each  a half  of  the  old  court- 
house lot. 

On  June  17,  1847,  the  e.xtraordinary  levy  for 
county,  school,  bridge  and  road  purposes  was 
ordered,  and  a detailed  record  made  in  the  Jour- 
nal, showing  specifically  the  application  of  the 
moneys  to  be  levied.  In  December,  1847,  the 
masonry  work  on  the  new  jail  was  accepted,  but 
on  June  7,  1849,  Woodbury  petitioned  for  relief 
against  losses  sustained  in  carrying  out  his  con- 
tract, owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  commis- 
sioners hurried  forward  his  work.  This  petition 
won  for  him  an  additional  $100,  to  which  his 
partner,  S.  N.  Beach,  waived  all  claims.  The 
Act  of  January  13,  1829,  “To  Improve  the  Breed 
of  Sheep,”  was  ratified  and  adopted  by  the  com- 
missioners, March  5,  1850.  In  December  of  that 
year  they  remitted  a fine  of  $100,  imposed  by 
Common  Pleas  upon  Xelson  H.  Emmons  for 
bigamy,  provided  that  the  guilty  one  would  pay 
into  the  treasury  the  costs  incurred  by  the  countv  ' 
and  interest  thereon,  within  a year.  In  1852,  | 
David  Ross,  Lewis  F.  Dubbs,  Henry  L.  Wood  ' 
and  John  Russell  were  appointed  assessors  of  the  ' 
districts  in  the  order  given.  In  December,  1853,  ! 
several  citizens  were  paid  for  their  services  in  sur-  i 
veying  and  appraising  swamp  lands  and  laying  ' 
out  ditches  on  the  same. 

On  March  18,  1854,  the  board  summarily  de- 
clared vacant  the  office  of  sheriff,  because  Thomas 
C.  Webb,  the  sheriff-elect,  would  not  give  $5,000 
bail  in  addition  to  his  official  bonds.  The  coro- 
ner was  notified  tcj  assume  the  office,  discharge 
its  duties  and  to  furnish  additional  bonds  for 
$7,000.  Under  this  order,  John  Elder,  the  cor- 
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oner,  qualified  on  March  29,  1854.  Congres- 
sional Township  3,  X.  R.  12  E.  (Perry),  was 
ordered  to  be  organized  .April  7,  1854,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  charge  of  school  lands.  On 
September  7,  ditches  27  to  36,  were  authorized 
as  well  as  the  clearing  out  of  a natural  water 
course.  Williairi.Xoel  succeeded  to  the  office  of 
sheriff  on  December,  1854. 

A petition  from  the  residents  of  Gilead  was 
considered  in  December,  1855,  and  subsequently 
granted.  About  the  same  time.  Township  3,  X. 
R.  12  E.  (Perry),  was  ordered  to  elect  school  trus- 
tees and  treasurer  to  take  charge  of  Section  16. 
In  March,  1856,  James  W.  Ross  qualified  as 
treasurer.  In  June,  notices  were  given  th.at  hold- 
ers of  protested  county  orders  would  be  paid  with 
interest  at  20  per  cent.  The  appointment  of 
Xathan  W.  Minton  to  re-survey  the  Wood-San- 
dusky  line  was  made  in  September,  1858,  and  with 
this  the  commissioners  appear  to  have  ceased  to 
consider  everything  save  roads,  ditches,  bridges 
and  finances.  In  i860  Addison  Smith  qualified 
as  auditor.  In  June  of  that  year  the  portion  of 
the  Toledo  and  \\’ood\  ille  plank  road,  in  Wood 
county,  was  surrendered  to  this  county,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  commissioners.  At  the  same  time. 
Congressional  Township  4,  X.,  R.  ii  E.,  was 
established,  and  an  election  for  school  trustees 
and  treasurer  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  Johnson 
school  house,  under  the  authority  of  the  law  of 
March  14,  1831.  In  September,  i860,  E.  Gra- 
ham qualified  as  treasurer,  his  bonds  being  $75,- 
000.  Xot  until  June  7,  1862,  is  rhere  a reference 
made  to  the  Civil  war.  On  that  date,  the  com- 
missioners dealt  with  the  IMilitary  Relief  Fund, 
giving  orders  for  $2,057  to  158  soldiers’  families. 
On  June  10,  the  contract  for  building  an  addition 
to  the  jail  was  awarded  to  Henry  Thornton,  while 
the  carpenter’s  work  was  awarded  to  Josiah  Mil- 
ler. On  June  i,  1863,  there  were  3S8  soldiers' 
families  in  the  county,  to  whom  relief  orders  were 
issued  for  $2,716.  In  1864  the  commissioners 
dealt  with  the  Military  Bounty  Fund,  and  in  March 
paid  out  $2,737  of  the  Relief  Fund,  and  in  June, 
$1,823.  fn  June,  1865,  a sum  of  $4,134  was 
ordered  to  be  ilistributed  among  the  families  of 
soldiers. 

The  transactions  of  1S65  were  confined  to 
the  establishment  of  an  infirmary;  to  the  building 
of  court  house,  jail  and  offices  at  Bowling  Green; 
to  ordinances  for  ditches  and  roads;  and  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  county — military,  bounty 
and  relief  matters  recpiiring  mucli  attention.  In 
the  pages  devoted  to  county  buildings  the  acts  ot 
the  board  in  relation  to  county-seat  matters  are 
reviewed;  while,  in  the  military  chapter,  refer- 
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ences  are  made  to  the  aid  given  by  the  county  in 
men  and  money. 

The  removal  of  the  county  seat  entailed  much 
work  upon  the  commissioners.  In  the  winter  of 
1865-66  a petition  was  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  authority  to  vote  on  the  question  of  re- 
moving the  seat  of  justice  from  Perrysburg  to 
Bowling  Green.  Though  Mayor  H.  L.  Wood,  of 
Troy  township,  then  representative,  opposed  the 
petition,  a bill  was  passed,  and  duly  signed, 
authorizing  a vote  on  the  subject.  Then  began 
that  bitter,  but  blcjodless,  struggle  known  as  the 
“Ten  Years’  War.  ’’ 

On  October  i,  1S66,  there  was  hied  in  the 
auditor’s  office  a bond  for  $15,000,  given  by  the 
following  named  citizens;  A.  Ordway,  G.  J. 
Rogers,  Norton  Reed,  S.  L.  Boughton,  Jeremiah 
Kitchen,  D.  L.  Hi.xon,  Franklin  Sears,  David 
Cargo,  Alfred  Thurstin,  G.  Z.  Avery,  M.  Fuller, 

A.  Fay,  William  Mood,  James  Hood,  A.  Selkirk, 
L.  H.  Burns,  William  Wakeheld,  Hugh  Cargo, 
A.  A.  Thurstin,  G.  W.  Smith,  J.  V.  Owens. 
Darius  Skinner,  William  Gorrill,  Jacob  Hart- 
man, J.  Hall,  J.  W.  Tooker,  Clinton  P'ay, 
L.  Moore,  S.  G.  Foot,  R.  A.  Dunbar,  Henry  | 
Lundy,  Henry  Hoff,  Peter  Klopfenstein,  J.  How- 
ells and  A.  D.  Pernot.  This  bond  provided  for 
a donation  of  ground  and  buildings  for  county 
purposes  as  good  as  the  buildings  at  Perrysburg, 
should  the  people  vote  for  the  transfer  of  the 
county  seat  to  Bowling  Green. 

The  question  of  removing  the  county  seat 
from  Perrysburg  to  Bowling  Green  was  submit- 
ted to  a vote  October  9,  1S66.  Joshua  Chappel 
and  A.  L.  Fowler,  justices  of  the  peace,  can- 
vassed the  vote,  and  declared  that  2, 176  citizens 
voted  against  the  project,  2,454  for  it,  and  17  j 
for  removal  to  any  point.  The  vote  by  town- 
ships is  given  as  follows,  the  hrst  hgures  repre- 
senting the  opponents,  and  the  second,  the  friends 
of  Bowling  Green;  Perrysburg,  8 1 7 against  and 
17  for;  Lake,  163 — 3;  Troy,  176 — 15;  Freedom, 
28 — 164;  Montgomery,  58 — 271;  Perry,  3 — 265; 
Bloom,  o — 263,  Portage,  21  — 180;  Center,  i — 
261;  Middleton,  168 — 58;  Washington.  223 — 21; 
Plain,  7 — 333;  Liberty,  36 — i 51;  Henry,  o — 117; 
Jackson,  o — 47;  Milton,  i 16 — 99;  Weston,  291 
— 86;  and  Webster,  68 — 103.  This  election  was 
carried  out  under  authority  of  an  Enabling  Act 
of  the  Legislature.  Then  followed  the  case  of 
John  Powers,  contestor,  rev.  Norton  Reed  eta/., 
contestees,  before  Judge  Mott,  in  March,  1868, 
which  was  continued  to  June  2,  1868,  when  a 
complete  canvass  of  the  votes  showed  2,390  for  j 
removal,  and  2, 265  against,  or  a majority  of  125 
for  Bowling  Green.  Jruige  Mott  denied  a motion 


for  a new  trial,  and  taxed  the  contestor  $i,oS6. 16 
costs;  but  notice  of  appeal  to  the  district  court 
was  entered  by  the  contestor.  On  August  30, 
1869,  William  White,  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,  Alexander  S.  Latty,  Janies  Pillars  and 
James  McKenzie,  judges  of  common  pleas,  as- 
sembled and  entered  the  follow'ing'  judgment: 
“The  court  being  fully  advised  in  the  premises, 
* it  is  considered,  and  ordered  that  the  petition 
in  error  be  dismissed,  and  the  same  is  here'oy 
dismissed,  and  that  the  said  john  Powers  pay  the 
costs  herein  taxed  at  $35.70.  And  it  is  further 
ordered  that  a special  mandate  be  sent  to  said 

! Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Wood  county  to  carry 
this  judgment  into  execution.  You  are  there- 
fore commanded,  that  without  delay,  you  cause 
the  aforesaid  judgment  of  our  said  District  Court, 
to  be  carried  into  complete  execution. ” On  July 

I,  1S69,  John  Powers  sought  to  hold  an  injunc- 
tion against  the  commissioners  in  the  matter  of 
removal,  but  Judge  Pillars  vacated  the  injunc- 
tion. On  October  7,  1S70,  the  injunction  suit 
by  Powers  against  the  commissioners  was  dis- 
missed by  Judge  Pillars,  and  the  costs  taxed 
against  the  county. 

The  county-seat  meetings  held  at  Bowling 
Green,  March  21  and  23,  186S,  considered  the 
petition  presented  by  Perrysburg  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  a statement  of  the  claims  of  Bowling- 
Green  -was  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  signed  b\- 
the  subscribers  to  the  court-house-building  fund, 
to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  by  Joseph 
Hollington  and  R.  A.  Dunbar.  An  organization 

I of  the  Bowling  Green  interests  was  made  with 

J.  R.  Rudulph,  president;  John  W.  Canary, 
vice-president;  K.  H.  Hull,  secretary;  S.  L. 
Boughton,  treasurer;  N.  Reed,  G.  J.  Rogers, 
S.  L.  Boughton,  Joseph  Hollington  and  A.  A. 
Thurstin,  executive  committee.  These  officials 
were  given  charge  of  the  Bowling  Green  interests 
in  toto,  so  far  as  obtaining  the  county  seat  was 
concerned,  and  at  once  considered  the  location, 
donations  of  land  being  offered  as  follows; 
Ordw'ay,  an  acre  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street; 
N.  Reed,  an  acre  on  Wooster  street,  and  A. 
Thurstin,  an  acre  on  Summit  and  Thurstin 

i streets. 

In  June,  1868,  ground  was  broken  for  founda- 
tions; on  July  4 the  corner  stone  was  placed,  and. 

! by  October  23  the  walls  were  completed  under 
the  superintendence  of  Norton  Reed.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1S69,  the  bill  against  removal  was  dis- 
misscil  in  the  State  Supreme  Court,  but  oppo- 
sition was  thorouglily  (juieted  e\en  then.  On 
March  3,  1868,  the  commissioners  ordered 

that  a levy  of  $10,000  be  made  for  the  purposes 
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of  bnildin'^  a court  house  at  Bowling  Green.  On 
the  same  day  a lev\’  of  $8,000  for  tie  erection  of 
necessary  count}’  offices  was  authorized,  and  a 
third  lew  of  $5,000  for  the  construotion  of  a jail. 
On  Ma  rch  .5,  the  orders  for  levviii^'  the  $8,000 
and  $5,000  taxes  were  rescinded.  Work  on  the 
court  house  was  carried  on  in  Decrmber,  1869, 
when  $441  was  paid  to  A.  Ordwaj  on  account, 
and  on  January  25,  1870,  the  comriissioners  no- 
tified tlie  county  officers  that  the  coirt  house  and 
jail  were  ready  for  occupancy,  specifed  the  rooms 
assigned  to  each  department,  an<i  ordered  all 
books,  etc.,  to  be  packed  and  rnored  to  their 
new  home.  Judge  G.  C.  Phelps,  the  probate 
court,  observed  the  order  of  the  cmnnissioners, 
and  located  at  Bowling  Green  at  that  time.  Not 
until  April  was  the  transfer  wholly  effected.  On 
April  12,  1S70,  the  commissioners  net  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  but,  owing  to  the  work  d removal  of 
books,  adjourned  to  the  19th,  when  rhe  first  busi- 
ness was  transacted  here.  In  |um,  1870,  lot 
I 5 I,  north  of  the  jail  lot,  was  purchased  for  $175, 
and  made  a part  of  the  public  grounds.  In 
August,  1871,  a well  \'ras  drilled  ia  the  court- 
house grounds,  and  the  contract  ftr  vaults  was 
awarded  to  A.  Ordway  for  $1,340. 

In  1872,  after  John  Norris,  of  Perry  town- 
ship, took  his  place  in  the  Legislature,  a bill  pro- 
viding for  reopening  the  county-seat  question  was 
introduced.  He  opposed  the  measure,  and  it  was 
defeated.  In  the  session  of  i873-4Nathan  Hat- 
field, the  successor  of  Norris,  introduced  a simi- 
lar bill,  which  passed  its  several  stages,  and 
again  called  the  voters  of  the  couaty  into  this 
troublous  question.  The  law  providing  for  a vote 
for  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  torn  Bowling 
Green  to  Perrysburg  was  approved  March  17, 
1875,  3.nd  in  October  following  4, 826  votes  were 
cast  for  removal,  and  4,555  against  rfmoval.  The 
vote  of  Perrysburg  town  and  township  was  cast 
out,  and  Bowling  Green  held  its  place  as  the  cap- 
ital of  the  county.  A new  bill  for  removal  passed 
the  State  Senate  on  March  31,  1876,  by  a vote  of 
19  to  12,  but  the  subject  may  be  said  to  have 
rested  there. 

The  commissioners  in  session  March  7,  1871, 
adopted  the  following  resolution  against  the  at- 
tempt madfe  by  Lucas  county  to  annex  a part  of 
Wood  county:  "Whereas,  a bill  is  pending  in 

the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  introduced 
by  a member  thereof,  of  an  adjoining  county. 


having  in  view  the  annexation  of  a portion  of 
Wood  county  to  Lucas;  therefore.  Resolved; 

! That  the  territo.iy  of  our  county  should  be  main- 

' tained  intact,  and  that  we  regard  the  efforts  of 
any  and  all  persons  outside  of  our  county  to  sever 
any  portion  thereof  from  the  same  as  uncalled 
for,  and  in  our  opinion  cannot  be  carried  bv  a 

I vote  of  the  county;  and  that  we  hereby  protest 
against  and  oppose  any  and  every  act  and  effort 
having  in  view  such  severance.  ” 

i To  follow  up  their  work  in  the  matter  of 
ditches,  roads,  etc.,  is  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
chapter — it  would  not  be  necessary — it  would  be 
extravagant.  Millions  of  dollars  have  been  lev- 
ied by  general  and  special  taxation,  and  it  may 
be  said  that  ninety-six  per  centum  of  the  great  sum 
has  been  expended  judiciously  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  commissioners  whose  names  are  given 
in  other  pages. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
indictments,  entered  in  1S95,  against  one  e.x-com- 
missioner,  the  three  men  in  office,  and  in  May  of 
that  year  others  connected  with  the  court-house 
construction.  The  records  of  the  auditor  show 
how  far  the  m.embers  of  the  board  were  vindi- 
cated; while  the  action  of  Prosecuting- .\ttorne\' 
Murphy  in  December,  1S95,  tells  the  balance  of 
the  story.  Prior  to  December  6,  1895,  a noi'ie 
prosequi  was  entered  on  each  of  the  following 
indictments;  No.  1331,  against  Knight,  Gibson 
and  Gundy,  for  letting  the  heating  contract  with- 
out advertising  for  bids.  No.  1 333,  against 
Stahl,  Knight  and  Gibson,  for  levying  a tax  for 
the  new  court  house  without  first  submitting  the 
same  to  the  voters.  No.  1334,  against  the  same, 
for  letting  the  contract  for  the  treasurer's  vault, 
without  first  advertising  for  bids.  No.  1335. 
against  Knight,  Gibson  and  Gund}’.  two  counts; 
first  for  allowing  .\uditor  \\’’ilson  $600  as  com- 
pensation for  keeping  the  new  court-house  journal ; 
second,  for  falsely  stating  on  their  journal  that 
the  prosecuting  attorney  had  instructed  them 
that  they  had  a right  to  do  so.  No.  1337.  against 
Contractor  Townsend,  for  fraudulent!}'  changing 
the  stone  used  in  the  court  houbc.  No.  1338. 
against  Yost  iN  Packard,  for  permitting  such 
change  of  stone.  How  much  farther  the  people 
and  courts  may  go  toward  undoing  anv  wri^ng. 
which  political  zeal  may  have  indicted,  is  foreign 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


CouxTv  Buildings — -First  Court  House  and  Jail  at  Perrvsburg — Second  Court  House  at 
Perrysrurg — Third  Coi  rt  House,  erected  at  Bowling  Green — The  Present  Court 
House  at  I^owling  Green — Jails — Infirmary. 


I X the  chapters  devoted  to  the  Transactions  of 
i the  Commissioners  and  the  Common  Pleas 
I Court,  tlie  question  of  county  buildings  is 
incidentally  noticed.  It  is  an  important  sub- 
ject, for,  from  1820  to  Centennial  Year,  the  am- 
bitions of  three  or  more  towns  kept  the  county 
in  a condition  of  turmoil,  of  which,  happily,  there 
are  but  few  examples  this  side  of  Kansas.  The 
first  move  was  from  ancient  Maumee  to  the  pre- 
cocious town  of  Orleans  of  the  North,  and  thence, 
by  force  of  circumstances,  to  Perrysburg. 

At  the  first  meeting  in  Perrysburg,  March  3, 
1823,  H.  P.  Barlow,  Samuel  Spafford  and  John 
Pray  composed  the  board.  Their  first  official  act 
was  to  award  a contract  to  Daniel  Hubbell  and  Guy 
Nearing  for  a court  house  to  cost  $895.  In  the 
same  month,  at  a special  session,  they  allowed 
Daniel  Hubbell  $48  for  moving  the  log  jail  over 
from  Maumee,  and  ordered  the  auditor  to  expend 
a sum  not  to  exceed  $25  more  in  repairs  on  the 
building.  At  the  same  meeting  the  board  made 
an  order  for  the  auditor  to  advertise  and  sell  105 
lots  to  pay  for  the  court  house.  After  lots 
enough  to  pay  for  the  court  house  were  sold, 
buyers  had  the  privilege  of  exchanging  county 
orders  for  lots  if  they  so  desired.  The  minimum 
price  of  lots  was  $20  each,  one-fourth  to  be  paid 
at  time  of  purchase,  the  residue  in  six-months' 
installments.  For  some  cause  the  county  com- 
missioners did  not  follow  the  recommendation  of 
the  State  commission  ■ in  locating  their  court 
house  and  jail  on  Lot  387  as  the  best  site;  prob- 
ably that  lot  had  been  sold  before  the  count}' 
made  its  selection.  The  buildings  were  put  on 
Front  street,  just  west  of  where  that  street  cor- 
ners with  Louisiana  avenue.  The  trees  and 
brush  had  to  be  cut  off  to  make  room,  even  for 
the  teams  to  haul  material  on  tlic  lots.  Most  of 
the  lumber  came  from  I^eaming’s  sawmill  at 
Monclova;  the  shingles  were  split  out  of  white- 
oak  trees.  I'irst,  the  tree  was  sawed  in  sections, 
split  into  bolts,  and  these  were  split  into  thin 
slats  or  boards  with  a tool  called  a “fro," 
smoothed  u[)  with  a drawing-knife  on  a “ shingle- 


horse,"  and  nailed  on  the  roof;  they  were  called 
“lap  shingles."  Few  carpenters  novr,  if  called 
upon,  .would  know  how  to  make  an  oak  shingle, 
or  properly  put  it  on  a roof  after  it  was  made. 
The  brick  for  the  cliimneys  were  made  at  Hub- 
bell’s,  at  Miami. 

The  second  court  house  at  Perrysburg  was  a 
Roman-Doric  structure,  built  in  the  basilica  stvle. 
under  authority  of  the  Act  of  the  commissioners, 
i recorded  in  1837.  The  building,  as  then 
! designed,  was  to  be  50x70  feet,  and  thirty  feet 
in  height  above  the  foundation.  The  specifica- 
tion provided  that  “ the  foundation  be  stone,  and 
. the  roof  be  similar  to  that  of  the  Universalist 
church  building,  with  the  ‘ cupaloe  ’ on  the  end 
of  the  house.  The  lower  story  be  divided  on 
' one  side  into  four  rooms  of  equal  size,  and  these 
be  fire-proof,  and  two  rooms  on  the  other  side  of 
the  hall  be  twelve  feet  wide,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  hall,  the  upper  story,  or  court  room,  to  be 
made  to  the  draft,  the  front  of  the  building  is  to 
have  a projection  of  fi\'e  feet  to  extend  over  the 
columns.  There  are  to  be  four  of  these  columns 
, in  front.”  In  March  following,  the  sum  of 
$10,000  of  the  surplus  revenue  was  appropriated 
for  building  purposes;  on  .\pril  17,  Jairus  Curtis 
and  Loomis  Brigham  signed  the  building  con- 
tract. When  this  brick  building  was  completed 
in  1843,  it  was  found  to  have  cost  the  countv 
$20,000.  Subjected  to  repairs  periodically,  and 
used  down  to  -April,  1870.  it  was  burned  in  187:. 

; and  the'  city  hall  of  Perrysburg  erected  on  :t' 
; site. 

The  third  court  house  was  erected  at  Bowling 
Green  by  the  people,  in  accordance  with  [womises 
made  prior  to  the  remoxal  of  the  countv  seat. 
It  was  used  down  to  1894,  when  tb.e  records  were 
: moved  to  the  cit}'  hall,  w hich  was  used  for  court- 
house purposes  until  the  new  building  was  com- 
pleted in  I S96. 

In  1894,011  the  occasion  of  placing  the  corner 
stone  of  the  present  court  house.  Benjamin  F. 
James  made  the  following  reference  to  the  e-M 
house  which  was  torn  down  in  December,  18- <3: 
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“ Six  and  twenty  years  ago,  \^’ood  county  ex-  ' 
perienced  slightly  similar  strife  and  dissension  ' 
within;  for  seven  years  the  war  waged,  and  the 
contestants,  each  striving  for  supremacy  over  this 
temple  of  justice,  watched  one  another  as  fiercely  ' 
as  the  Caledonians  watched  Agricola  during  those 
seven  years  of  the  Roman  Conquest  in  Britain. 
All  honor  to  our  Caledonian  neighbors  of  the 
North,  and  their  valor  for  seeking  to  save  what  , 
they  deemed  theirs  by  right  of  discovery;  then  it 
was,  however,  that  this  vicinity  appreciated  the 
sterling  strength,  the  unselfish  loyalty,  the 
sublime  sacrifices  of  Norton  Reed,  A.  J.  Man-  | 
ville,  S.  L.  Boughton,  John  H.  Reed,  A.  A.  | 
Thurstin,  Joseph  Hollington,  and,  later,  Earl  \V. 
Merry,  the  Mercers,  the  Rogers,  C.  \\k  Evers, 
Judge  Phelps,  John  W.  Canary,  the  McMahans,  ‘ 
Mr.  Lehmann,  and  an  hundred  others.  July  4, 
1868,  was  only  a day,  and  a day  seems  of  small 
moment  in  the  history  of  any  county;  but  the 
events  of  a day  ofttiines  ‘ change  the  current  of 
a nation's  life  blood,  strip  an  empire  of  supremacy, 
and  clothe  the  weakest  kingdom  with  wonderful 
power.  ’ ” 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  court  house  was 
placed  July  4,  1894,  with  great  ceremony,  by 
Commander  J.  C.  Whitaker,  of  the  Patriarchs 
Militant,  I.  O.  O.  I'.  On  this  stone  is  the  in- 
scription; Erected  A . D.  iSg^.  Sauiuel  K)iight, 
James  Gibson,  Chris.  C.  Gundy,  Coin.  John  B. 
Wilson,  auditor.  Within  it  was  placed  a copper 
box,  containing  remains  of  the  contents  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  old  court  house,  built  in  186S, 
and  dismantled  December  21,  1893,  with  copies 
of  Bowling  Green  Daily  and  Weekly  Sentinel, 
Tribune,  Democrat ; North  Baltimore  Beacon, 
Times;  Perrysburg  Bloomdale /Avv'/c/’ ,• 

Weston  Herald;  Pemberville  Leader;  Bradner 
Neivs;  Grand  Rapids  Triumyh;  Toledo  Commer- 
cial, Blade  of  Gen.  H.  Gibson,  orator  of  the 

day;  copy  of  law  granting  commissioners  power 
to  build  new  court  house;  names  of  the  judiciarv 
and  bar  of  Wood  county,  from  its  organisation 
to  the  present;  copper  plate  containing  names  of 
all  present  county  officers;  copper  plate  contain- 
ing names  of  all  officers  of  Bowling  Green;  cop- 
per plate  containing  names  of  all  business  men 
of  Bowling  Green;  copper  plate  containing  natnes 
of  C.  T.  Campbell,  Grand  Sire  of  Sov.  Grand 
Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F.  ; Gen.  J.  C.  Whitaker,  Com- 
manding Dept.  O.  P.  M.,  I.  O.  O.  I".;  Grover 
Cleveland,  President  of  the  United  States;  and 
Wm.  McKinle}',  Governor  of  Ohio.  Addresses 
were  delivered  by  A.  P>.  Murphy,  prosecuting 
attorney;  Ifenjarnin  E.  James,  representative  in 
the  Legislature,  and  the  late  W'.  H.  Gibson. 


The  following  description  of  the  building  is 
in  part  taken  from  an  article  prepared  by  P'rank 
A.  Baldwin,  of  Bowling  Green.  The  building, 
which  is  entirely  of  stone,  is  located  on  the  site 
of  the  old  court  house,  and  has  a frontage  of  i 50 
feet  on  each  of  Court,  Prospect  and  Summit 
streets. 

“The  style  of  architecture  is  the  modernized 
Romanesque,  and  it  has  been  faithfully  carried 
out  in  ever}'  detail,  making  a structure  pleasing 
to  the  eye,  substantial  in  appearance  and  con- 
venient in  arrangement. 

“The  massive  walls  throughout  the  entire 
building  rest  upon  the  solid  rock,  giving  assur- 
ance of  the  greatest  permanence  and  stability. 
The  tower,  square  in  front,  rises  to  a height  of 
1 85  feet,  and  within  it,  near  the  top,  is  placed 
the  clock,  having  four  dials  facing  the  points  of 
the  compass,  and  a 2.000-pound  bell  for  striking 
the  hours.  From  the  higher  openings  is  afforded 
a magnificent  view  of  the  surrounding  countrv 
for  man}'  miles.  The  sub-basem.ent  extending 
under  the  entire  area  of  the  building  is  sub- 
divided into  several  rooms.  In  it  is  placed  the 
boilers,  engine  and  machinery  for  supplving  heat, 
light  and  power,  and  affords  ample  space  for  fuel 
and  general  storage. 

“The  main  entrance,  with  its  beautifullv 
carved,  massive  archway,  is  unique  in  design  and 
charming  in  appearance.  The  outside  stairway, 
common  to  buildings  generall}-,  is  entirel}'  dis- 
pensed with,  entry  being  made  to  the  basement 
or  ground  floor  through  a well  lighted  and  richlv 
ornamented  vestibule.  At  the  northwest  corner 
on  this  floor  is  located  the  assembly  room.  It 
contains  128  opera  chairs,  speakers'  tables,  etc., 
with  a committee  room  opening  from  the  east 
side.  * At  the  northeast  corner  is 

located  the  teachers’  examination  room.  It  is 
well  lighted  and  \'entilated,  and  has  indi\'idual 
desks  and  seats  for  66  persons.  The  offices  of 
the  coroner  and  surveyor  are  located  at  either 
end  of  the  corridor,  and  the  board  of  elections 
will  c>ccupy  a commodious  room,  with  openings  to 
the  main  vestibule  and  corridor.  \\’ell  appointed 
toilet  rooms  are  provided  directly  opposite  the 
main  entrance,  the  ladies'  room,  being  on  the 
right  and  the  gentlemen's  on  the  left,  and  iii  the 
rear  of  the  main  staircase. 

“The  grand  st<iirway.  with  its  polished  mar- 
ble steps  and  electro-bronzed  railings,  ascends 
from  the  middle  of  the  basement  corriiior  to  the 
main  tloor.  Opposite  the  landing  is  the  drink- 
ing fountain,  ;m  elaborately  car\’ed  piece  of  mar- 
ble, which  is  highly  ornamental  as  well  as 
useful.  The  metal  railing  surrounding  the 
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stairway  opening  is  surmounted  with  Athen- 
ian marble  columns,  rising  singly  and  in  groups 
to  the  ceiling  above.  * " * 

“ From  the  stair  landing,  turning  to  the  right 
and  making  a circuit  of  the  corridor,  we  pass  in 
their  order  the  offices  of  the  commissioners,  re- 
corder, probate  judge,  prosecuting  attorney, 
treasurer  and  auditor.  Broad  stairways  ascend 
from  each  end  of  this  corridor  to  the  upper  floor. 
The  view  presented  from  this  point  is  one  of  en-  | 
trancing  beauty.  The  vaulted  ceiling,  with  its  ■ 
broad  panels  of  colored  glass,  admits  a soft  and 
mellow  light  to  blend  with  the  varied  tints  of 
fresco  which  adorn  the  walls.  j 

“Upon  the  eastern  wall  is  presented  a pic- 
ture of  Wood  county’s  most  noted  and  historic  , 
ground — Fort  Meigs.  * * On  the  opposite 
wall  is  a painting  from  a sketch  drawn  near  the 
Toledo  & Ohio  Central  railway  depot  at  Portage, 
looking  south.  ^ ^ \ 

“The  common  pleas  court  room  occupies  the 
east  end  of  this  floor.  It  is  also  finished  with  high- 
vaulted  ceilings,  paneled,  with  art  glass  of  rich 
design.  The  room  is  not  as  large  as  the  old  one, 
but  it  is  ample  for  all  ordinary  occasions.  It  con- 
tains 142  opera  chairs  of  spacious  and  comfortable 
design.  Its  acoustic  properties  are  perfect,  and  , 
all  the  surroundings  and  appointments  are  of  a ' 
nature  calculated  to  awaken  the  kindlier  instincts 
of  nature,  and  smooth  the  troubled  waters  of  liti- 
gation. The  petit  jury  is  provided  with  easy  re- 
volving chairs  placed  on  a portable  rostrum,  and 
has  a large  cheerful  room  on  the  south  side  in 
which  to  deliberate  on  its  verdict.  * On 

the  opposite  side  of  the  corridor  is  the  grand  jury 
room.  It  is  liberal  in  dimensions,  well  furnished, 
convenient  to  the  court  room,  and  the  usual  grist  j 
of  indictments  will  there  be  ground  out  with  neat- 
ness if  not  with  dispatch.  The  judge's  private 
room  occupies  the  southeast  corner  of  this  floor, 
and  the  west  end  is  de\  oted  to  the  offices  of  the 
clerk  and  sheriff.  On  the  north  side  are  witness  ' 
rooms  for  separate  use  of  men  and  women,  with 
toilet  rooms  adjacent  to  each.  A library  and  a 
consultation  room  on  the  south  side  complete  the 
subdivisions  of  this  floor.  * * All  the  prin- 

cipal offices  are  in  suites  of  three  rooms  each,  with 
ample  space  for  records,  and  supplied  with  all 
the  rno<lern  conveniences  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  All  the  principal  corridors  and  the 
outer  portion  of  the  offices  have  floors  of  vitri- 
fied tiling  laid  in  ornamental  designs,  and  the 
corridors  are  wainscoted  to  a height  of  si.x  feet 
with  Italian  marble.  ’’ 


The  net  cost  of  the  building  was  $222,895.94; 
total  cost  of  completed  building,  fully  furnished 
with  grounds  improved,  $255,746.84.  At  this 
writing  (September  i,  1896)  the  building  is  prac- 
tically ready  for  occupancy,  although  not  fully 
completed. 

Jails.  Tlie  original  jail  building  was  moved 
from  Maumee  to  Perrysburg  in  March,  1823,  and 
its  reconstruction  completed  March  19  of  that 
year,  the  total  cost  of  moving  and  rebuilding 
being  $48,  paid  to  Daniel  Hubbell,  and  $2  5 for 
repairs.  This  jail  was  in  use  down  to  June, 
1828,  when  Elisha  Martindale,  the  contractor 
for  a new  building,  offered  it  to  the  commissioners. 
In  1832,  a stockade  was  constructed.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1835,  fhe  question  of  erecting  a building 
around  the  jail  of  1828,  was  considered,  but 
that  for  building  a new  court  house  was  sub- 
stituted and  adopted.  The  jail  question  was  re- 
vived in  1846;  in  June  of  that  year.  Inlot  No. 
210  was  purchased  as  a site;  on  Jul}'  7,  the  build- 
ing contract  was  awarded  to  John  W.  Woodbury, 
S.  N.  Beach,  Henry  Thornton,  Daniel  Lindsay 
and  O.  H.  Carpenter;  but  the  house  was  not 
completed  until  the  close  of  1S48.  That  build- 
ing may  be  said  to  have  been  used  down  to  1870, 
when  the  seat  of  justice  was  removed  to  Bowling 
Green.  On  March  3,  1868,  a ta.\  of  $5,000  was 
ordered  to  be  levied;  but  this  order  was  rescinded 
two  days  later.  In  March,  18C9,  the  order  to 
erect  a jail  at  Bowding  Green  was  entered,  and, 
on  May  6,  the  bid  of  $9,000  made  by  S.  L. 
Boughton  and  A.  A.  Thurstin,  was  accepted,  the 
condition  being  that  the  contractors  could  use  the 
stone,  iron  and  other  material  of  the  old  jail  at 
Perrysburg,  in  the  new  building. 

Iiifmnary.  The  initial  mor’ement  for  provid- 
ing a home  for  the  poor  of  this  county  was 
made  in  June,  1827,  as  related  in  the  chapter  on 
Transactions  of  the  Commissioners.  Not  until 
1865,  however,  was  the  question  presented  in 
practical  shape.  In  April  of  that  year  a vote 
was  taken  on  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  a farm  and  erecting  buildings;  hut  not 
until  March  3,  1868,  were  the  first  directors 

appointed,  namel\’ — John  Yeager,  R.  W.  Kelly 
and  Henry  Lundy.  In  June  of  that  year,  they 
awarded  the  building  contract  to  A.  K.  \'ail»S:Co.. 
on  a bid  of  $4,900,  the  house  to  be  built  on  the 
old  Adam  Pliillips  farm,  of  which  the  county 
obtained  title.  The  directors  and  officers  of  the 
Infirmary  are  named  in  the  list  of  officials,  given 
in  the  political  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Bench  and  Bar—Cocrts  held  at  ISIaumee,  Periivsblrg  and  Bowling  Green — Early  Trials, 
Judges  and  Jurors — -Court  Incidents  and  Notorious  Trials— Changes  of  Officers — 
Judicial  Districts — Judges  of  Co.mmon  Pleas — -Probate  Judges — Prosecutors — Trans- 
actions OF  Supreme  Court— United  States  District  Court- — Justices’  Courts — ]SIem- 
BERS  OF  old  and  NEW  BaRS. 


The  story  of  the  courts  and  lawyers  of  this 
county  presents  a number  of  important 
civil  cases,  but  only  a few  great  criminal 
ones.  From  that  time,  in  May,  1820, 
when  the  lower  Maumee  was  visited  by  Judge 
Tod  and  his  band  of  intellectual  advocates.  Wood 
county  has  been  subjected  to  great  physical  and 
social  changes.  The  Bench  and  Bar  are  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  traveling  talkers,  in  search 
of  frolic  and  of  clients — scolding,  wrangling  and 
fighting  for  their  friendly  clients  in  court,  forget- 
ting their  fierce  looks  and  gestures  in  a moment 
after  adjournment,  and  meeting  as  old  friends 
and  boon  companions  in  the  neighboring  tavern. 
The  members  of  the  modern  law  circle  vary  from 
the  atoms  of  the  pioneer  Bar  in  methods  and 
manners,  making  their  profession  a science  and 
an  art  at  once,  and  exercising  a most  beneficent 
influence  on  municipal,  county  and  State  affairs. 
The  pleasant,  genial  Bohemianism  of  the  Old  1 
Bar  has  disappeared,  and,  in  its  place,  a profes- 
sion— at  once  business-like,  permanent  and  use- 
ful in  all  its  characteristics — has  grown  up. 

And  so,  in  philosophic  vein,  I say  as  I began, 

Although  the  man  of  law  loves  peace  and  is  a peaceful  man, 

If  dogs  delight  to  bark  and  bite  and  doctors  disagree, 

It  were  not  well  that  all  mankind  shoulrl  live  m unity. 

If  with  consummate  peacefulness  the  Christian  world  were 
blest 

Some  occupations  would  be  gone  and  the  lawyer’s  with  the 
rest 

The  first  term  of  Common  Pleas  was  opened 
at  Maumee,  May  3,  1820,  as  already  related  in 
Chapter  XI.  The  first  official  act  of  Prosecutor 
-McCurdy  was  to  challenge  the  whole  fifteen  men 
summoned  as  grand  jurors,  and  the  court,  sus- 
taining him,  ordered  the  sheriff  to  summon  a full 
jury  from  the  by-standers.  The  persons  so  sum- 
moned were  William  H.  Bostwick  ('foreman), 
Aaron  Granger,  John  T.  Baldwin,  Parris  M.  Plum, 
Aurora  Spafford,  J eremiah  Johnston,  William 
f’ratt,  Richard  Gunn,  Cullister  Haskins,  Ephraim 
ff- Learning,  Josephus  T}  ler,  Daniel  Murray,  John 


Hollister,  Norman  L.  Freeman  and  John  J.  Lov- 
ett. On  the  day  following,  the  jurors  returned 
true  bills  against  the  following  named  citizens; 
George  Jones,  who  assaulted  Ezra  Crosby,  and 
Thomas  Gainor,  who  assaulted  Joseph  Mulley. 
These  indictments,  with  the  appointment  of  Ho- 
ratio Conant  to  administer  the  estate  of  George 
D.  Roberts,  deceased,  the  trial  of  Thomas  Gain- 
or, who  w'as  sentenced  to  pay  $5  and  costs;  that 
of  George  Jones,  wdio  was  ordered  to  pay  $10 
and  costs,  the  indictment  of  Isaac  Richardson 
for  resisting  the  sheriff,  and  the  granting  of 
licenses,  completed  the  day’s  work. 

The  petit  jurors  ready  in  the  Gainor  case 
were  saved  further  trouble  by  the  defendant’s 
plea  of  “guilty,”  but  w'ere  not  so  fortunate  in 
the  Jones  case.  According  to  the  indictment, 
this  Jones,  on  April  3.  1820,  at  Maumee,  ‘ ‘ did 
make  upon  the  body  of  Ezra  Crosby  and  him, 
the  said  Crosby,  then  and  there  beat,  bruise  and 
w'ound,  and  his  under  lip  did  then  and  there  bite 
off,  and  other  enormities  commit  against  the 
peace  of  God  and  of  the  good  people  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  contrary  to  the  statute  in  such  cases 
made  and  provided.”  The  jury  in  the  case  in- 


Elijah  Gunn,  Jr.,  James  \\’ilkinson,  William 
Hunter.  Edmund  Palmer,  Levi  Osman,  Sam- 


uel J.  ^'arney.  James  C.  Adams,  Hiram  P.  Bar- 
low,  Darius  C.  Henderson  and  James  Carlin. 
The  trial  of  Isaac  Richardson,  for  resisting,  beat- 
ing and  abusing  Constable  George  Campbell, 
was  hastily  finished,  and  for  this  trivial  offense 
he  had  to  pay  $10  and  costs,  or  just  the  same 
as  Jones  had  to  pay  for  his  terrible  assault 
and  cannibalistic  appetite.  The  charge  of  resist- 
ing Deputy-Sherift  George  Patterson  was  with- 
drawm,  and  thus  Isaac  escaped  with  Pelion  upon 
him,  rather  than  Pelion  and  Parnassus,  as  full 
justice  would  have  it. 

The  court  also  heard,  and  granted,  an  appli- 
cation for  leave  to  elect  three  additional  justices 
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for  Wa}'neslield  township.  This  township,  it 
will  be  remembered,  had  vast  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion at  that  time,  and  Wilson  \'ance  (brother 
of  Gov.  V'ance)  w’as  appointed  surveyor  for  the 
county. 

In  October,  1820,  the  same  judges  present, 
Thomas  W.  Powell  produced  his  certihcate  of 
admission  to  the  bar,  and  was  appointed  prose- 
cuting attorney.  Following  the  e.xample  of 
McCurdy,  he  challenged  the  whole  grand  jury, 
and  had  a jury  summoned  from  the  audience, 
among  whom  were  Seneca  Allen,  Jacob  Wilkin- 
son, David  W.  Hawley,  Artemus  Underwood, 
Wilson  Vance,  John  E.  Hunt,  Thomas  Mcllrath, 
David  Buckland,  Samuel  Spafford,  Dexter  C. 
Gunn,  James  Hunter,  Hirant  P.  Barlow,  Thomas 
Learning  and  John  J.  Lovett.  The  attorneys 
formerly  admitted  were  Thomas  W.  Powell, 
Eleutherus  Cook,  Ebenezer  Lane  and  Philip  K. 
Hopkins,  all  of  whom  were  interested  in  the  trial 
of  Joseph  Kinjo  for  assault  and  battery,  and  all 
of  w'hom  were  surprised  when  judge  Tod  imposed 
upon  him  a fine  of  one  dollar.  New  indictments 
were  returned  against  George  Jones  and  Thomas 
Gainor,  old  offenders,  as  well  as  against  Thomas 
Carr,  Isaac  Richardson  and  M’illiam  Griffith,  for 
assault:  against  Neil  Thompson,  who  "unlawfully, 
with  force  and  arms,  did  sell  the  quantity  of  one 
pint  of  spirituous  liquor  of  intoxicating  quality, 
for  the  price  of  twenty-five  cents,  to  certain  In- 
dians,” and  against  Thomson  ct  al.,  for  attempt- 
ing to  abduct  a negro,  as  related  in  the  history  of 
Perrysburg. 

The  principal  business  of  the  court,  during 

1821,  was  transacted  by  the  associate  judges. 
Judge  Tod  giving  his  attention  to  the  criminal 
calendar. 

In  May,  1822,  Daniel  Hubbell  qualified  as 
associate  Judge,  under  his  commission  of  Febru- 
ary 4,  that  year.  At  this  session  the  report  of 
county-seat  commissioners — Messrs.  King,  Payne 
and  Sherman — was  received  and  entered  on  the 
record. 

Many  indictments  for  sellingspirituous  liquors 
in  a less  quantity  than  a quart,  and,  in  some 
cases,  w ithout  license,  were  returned  in  1821  and 

1822.  The  report  of  the  coroner,  Francis  Char- 
ter, in  May,  1822,  on  the  itupiest  over  the  body 
of  Samuel  Ewing  (who  was  murdered  bv  one 
Lewis,  at  Roche-de-boeuf,  March  9,  1822),  was 
ignored  on  motion  of  Thomas  W.  Powell,  and  an 
indictment  for  manslaughter  against  John  I.ewis 
was  substituted.  Charles  L.  Lanman  was  as- 
signed for  the  defence.  I'rench  was  fouml  guilty  of 
passing  counterfeit  bank  notes,  and  was  sentenced 
to  a three-years’  term  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary; 


while  Lewis,  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  re- 
ceived precisely  the  same  punishment.  He  es- 
caped from  jail,  and  was  never  again  heard  from. 
Judge  Tod  W’as  present  in  September  of  this  year, 
with  Horatio  Conant,  Daniel  Hubbell  and  W'ill- 
iam  Pratt,  associate  judges — the  last  named 
being  commissioned  July  30,  that  year.  Moses 
B.  Corwin  and  Oliver  Overton  were  permitted  to 
practice  here;  Hiram  P.  Barlow  w’as  appointed 
administrator  of  the  James  Carlin  estate,  and  a 
good  deal  of  probate  as  well  as  county  business 
W’as  transacted,  such  as  the  w’ill  of  Olive  Spafford, 
the  appointment  of  guardians  and  administrators, 
and  the  issue  of  mercantile,  tavern  and  ferry 
licenses.' 

The  last  session  of  Common  Pleas,  held  at 
Maumee,  was  that  of  February  12,  1823,  when 
Walter  Colton,  William  Pratt  and  John  Hollister, 
associate  judges,  presided,  under  their  commis- 
sions dated  Januar\-  24,  1S23.  The  first  session 
at  Perrysburg,  was  held,  March  27,  that  year, 
the  same  associate  judges  present.  In  May, 
Judge  Tod  came  to  Perr\sburg,  but  finding  no 
suitable  place  to  hold  court,  adjourned  to  John 
Hollister's  house  at  the  town  of  Orleans,  and 
finished  the  term  there.  Mr.  Evers,  in  one  of 
his  historical  papers,  tells  the  story  of  this  first 
term  of  court,  as  follows: 

This  term  only  Listed  three  days.  There  were  only 
about  thirty  cases  docketed;  the  large.st  jiuRment  taken  was 
for  sTSttaU  in  favor  of  James  Itoyd  r.v.  Peter  Lumbar.  The 
grand  jury,  com[iosed  of  the  following  named  men,  William 
Hunter,  Daniel  Hubbell,  E.  H.  Learning,  Elijah  Gunn,  Jr.. 
H.  P.  Barlow,  William  .Gunn,  Arthur  Burrows,  Thomas. 
Mcllrath,  -Moses  Rice,  James  .Shirlev.  .Anthony  La  Point, 
Daviri  Hull,  Guv’  Nearing,  John  Webb  and  Timothy  S. 
.Smith,  were  sworn  and  only  found  one  indictment,  which 
finding  charged  a Frenchman  named  Rebideauwith  larceny; 
the  Frenchman's  lawyer  picked  a fatal  flaw  in  the  indict- 
ment, and  Rebideau  went  free.  That  ended  the  State  busi- 
ness that  term.  One  civil  case  only,  Thomas  .'^mith  i-.f.  Israel 
Smith  and  Jolin  and  William  Hollister,  was  tried  to  a tury. 
The  jurymen  were  Jonathan  H.  Jerome,  Olean  Dagget, 
Pierce  Evans,  Elisha  Gunn,  Neal  Thompson,  [."imes  H. 
Slawson,  Antoine  Peltier,  Joseph  Woolcut,  P.iin  C.  Parker, 
John  Pray,  Isaac  Richardson  and  .Aurora  .Spafford.  .At  this 
term  no  less  than  twelve  administrators  and  guardians  were 
ap[)ointed,  and  four  others  removed  for  cause.  .As  noticed 
in  a prewious  chapter,  the  unusual  number  of  deaths  in  this 
way  disclosed,  in  th.it  small  community,  w.ts  something 
frightful.  .Among  those  probate  proceedings  we  note  a few: 
James  Carlin,  the  blacksmith,  had  died,  and  J.  H.  Forsyth 
was  appointed  guardian  for  P.irlee,  his  sixteen-\  ear-old  son, 
who,  in  after  years  witit  Ids  brother,  'Squire  C.irlin,  became 
leading  citizens  of  Findlay,  t >hio,  and  ha\  e numerous 
descendants  in  Wood  and  Hanci'ck  counties;  Jolm  Webb 
w.is  guard.ian  for  Olive  Ewing,  afterw.ird  Mrs.  Rolla  H. 
Chubb,  who  has  numerous  descend.ints  fixing  in  Wood. 
.\ngeiina  Ewing  had  for  her  guardian  Thomas  R.  Mi'Rmglit. 
and  Samuel  Sptd'ford  acted  for  the  other  sister.  Mmerx'.i 
Ewing.  These  tliree  sisters,  the  elde-t  of  w hoin  \\  -is  thirteen 
years  of  age,  were  the  d.uighters  of  one  of  Wood  countx  's 
first  commissioners,  ts.imuci  II.  Fuing,  .md  sisters  of  Will- 
iam Eumg,  in  later  ye.irs  a jirobate  Judge  of  the  counts’. 
Their  father  .ind  mother  had  both  fallen  \ictims  to  the 
.Maumee  fever.  Charley  Robey's  widow  w.is  appointed 
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administratrix  on  the  estate  of  her  husband,  who  was  the  i 
fatlier.  of  the  boy,  Curtis  Robey,  who  became  noted  as  an  | 
Indian  interfireter,  and  also  Charles,  who  commanded  the 
ill-fated  “ Griffith,"  a steamer,  whose  destruction  by  fii’e  on 
Lake  Erie  in  was  attended  by  such  ymeat  loss  of  life, 

including  Robey  himself  and  his  wife.  Collister  Haskins 
was  appointed  guardian  for  Martha  Russ;  Isaac  Cook  was 
appointed  administrator  (if  Horace  Cook's  estate;  H.  P.  Par- 
low  was  ap[)ointed  guardian  for  .Anthony,  also  Henry  Ewing 
(later  known  as  Uncle  Hank  Ewing),  then  boys  of  fourteen 
and  twelve  years  of  age,  res|iectively.  They  were  the  sons 
of  Samuel  Ewing,  killed  at  Roche-de-boeuf,  as  were  Samuel 
and  John,  younger  children,  whose  guardian  was  Pain  C. 
Parker. 

These  details  are  given  to  bring  (tut  the  names  of  the 
heroic  band  of  pioneers  who  were  grouped  about  the  parent 
settlement  of  the  county  at  that  early  day,  struggling  amidst 
iiKtst  disheartening  trials  anti  exposure,  to  gain  a iMothold 
and  make  a beginning.  The  court  at  this  session  supple- 
mented the  work  just  done  by  the  commissioners  in  ftirmmg 
new  townships,  by  ordering  that  each  townshiyj  should  be 
allowed  two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  that  the  numlier  of 
justices  in  the  hitherto  colossal  townshipi  of  Waynesheld  be 
reduced  to  two.  The  elections  for  such  justices  which  were 
the  first  in  each  of  the  three  counties  were  ordered  as  fol- 
lows: Perrysburg,  June  19,  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Spafford; 
Findlay,  July  1,  at  the  house  of  Wilson  \'ance;  Datnascus, 
June  Iff,  at  the  house  of  Xeil  Thompson.  At  the  same  term, 
I)octor  H.  Conant,  at  .Maumee,  anti  Daniel  Hubbell,  at 
Miami,  were  each  licensed  to  operate  a ferry  one  year;  tax 
So  each.  The  charges  fim  foot  passengers  were  fi  C cents  each; 
teams,  37,'/:  cents.  Robert  Forsyth  and  John  E.  Hunt  got  a 
permit  to  sell  merc.handise  at  .Maumee,  and  John  Hollister  ! 
at  Orleans,  for  Sl5  each,  and  .Anthony  La  Point  at  Prestjue  ' 
isle  Hill,  the  same  [irivilege  for  slU,  and  Samuel  A'ance  at 
Prairie  Damasque  i Damascus,  Henry  county),  to  keep  tavern, 
paid  $fi.  This  ended  the  proceedings  of  the  first  regular  term 
of  Common  Pleas  Court  in  what  is  now  Wood  county.  The 
business  of  the  session  was  doubtless  curtailed  by  the  incon- 
venience experienced  in  fieing  compelled  to  hold  court  at  a 
private  house,  a thing  which  has  never  occurred  since. 

“With  a full  complement  of  county  officers 
and  courts,  we  may  consider  that  Wood  county 
was  fully  started  on  her  career.  To  use  a figure 
of  speech,  the  ship  was  launched  safely  and  her 
destiny  now  rested  with  the  crew.  The  charac- 
ter and  make-up  of  the  population  centered  about 
the  seat  of  the  new  county,  at  that  time,  was 
fully  up  to  the  average  in  enterprise  and  intelli- 
gence. They  were  from  New  England,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  with  a fair 
sprinkling  of  French  and  English  traders  and  half- 
breeds  from  the  Detroit  country,  who  left  as  the 
county  increased  its  settlements." 

At  the  October  term  of  1823,  Barbara  Ewing, 
a widow,  appeared  in  court  to  offer  herself  as 
bondswoman  for  Matthias  Disman,  in  the  sum 
of  .$500.  In  May,  1824,  Robert  A.  Forsyth 
succeeded  W'illiam  Pratt  as  associate  judge,  and, 
with  his  fellow  judges,  held  a Probate  Court  in 
the  clerk's  office  at  Perrysburg.  In  .May  folhrw- 
lug,  the  court  house  was  ready,  but,  as  Judge 
Tod  did  not  appear,  the  probate  and  common- 
debt  cases  were  only  considered.  In  (.Jctober 
the  associate  judges  expected  to  deal  with  a 
criminal  case  without  the  aid  of  their  president; 
but  Peter  Dalsun,  who  was  indicted  for  assaulting 


David  Emick,  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  the  case 
against  him  was  continued.  In  October,  1S24, 
they  did,  however,  dispose  of  the  case  by  dis- 
i charging  Dalson,  the  prisoner's  counsel  showing 
that  one  of  the  grand  jurors,  who  voted  for  his 
indictment,  was  not  a resident  of  the  county. 
Judge  Ebenezer  Lane  was  here  in  May,  1825, 
being  the  first  president  judge  who  took  part  in 
legal  transactions  here  from  1823  to  the  latter 
date.  Numerous  indictments  were  returned  for 
infractions  of  the  license  laws,  and  a new  one 
against  Peter  Dalson,  who  was  charged  with 
“maiming.”  In  October,  1S25,  Judge  Lane, 
with  Walter  Colton,  Robert  A.  Forsyth  and 
John  Hollister,  presided.  John  B.  Pennet-shaw 
was  tried  for  taking  500  muskrat  skins,  value  for 
$225,  and  200  raccoon  skins,  value  for  $75,  from 
M'illiarn  and  John  Hollister.  He  v/as  found 
guilt}'  of  burglary,  and  sentenced  to  a five-years’ 
term  in  the  penitentiary.  The  same  judges  were 
present  in  1S26,  1827  and  1828. 

Among  the  court  incidents  of  that  day,  told 
by  Thomas  W.  Powell,  and  preserved  by  Mr. 
Evers,  is  that  known  as  “The  Huntington  Rob- 
bery,” which  is  given  vcrhativi  ct  literatim,  as 
follows: 

In  the  .spring  of  1326,  there  transpired  at  Perrysburg  a 
case  of  more  than  ordinarv  interest  and  excitement.  Elijah 
Huntington,  of  Perrysburg,  had  about  th.at  time  been  col- 
lecting his  money  with  a view  to  be  prejiared  to  (uirchase 
some  lands  on  the  river  that  were  soon  to  be  resold  by  the 
l.miteti  States,  and  which  had  become  Lirfeited  for  non-pay- 
ment bv  the  fiirmer  piurchasers.  Huntington  had  in  his 
house  some  four  hundred  ilollars,  which  he  kept  by  him, 
waiting  the  sale  of  these  lands.  Early  one  morning  Mr.  H. 
came  to  my  house  greatly  excitetl.  with  a club  in  his  hands, 
saying  that,  in  the  night  ]irevious,  some  persons  had  entered 
his  house,  broken  open  his  drawers,  taken  his  inonev,  andi  left 
in  the  room  that  club.  .Mr.  H.  thought  himself  ruined;  for 
at  that  time  four  hundreil  dollars,  with  a view  to  the  ap- 
])roaching  sales,  was  an  important  sum  of  money.  But  who 
had  committed  the  crime  could  not  even  be  guesseil  at.  It 
for  a while  battled  all  conjecture,  and  became  quite  a mys- 
tery. A week  or  two  previous  a pocket-bocik  and  a small 
amount  of  money  had  been  missed  from  ihe  house  of  Charles 
O'N'eil,  of  Perrysburg,  and  suspiicions  after  awhile  began  to 
be  [ilacetl  upon  line  Stockwell  and  his  wife,  who  had  not 
long  before  settk-d  there.  The  citizens  of  Perrssburg  be- 
came greatly  exciteil  upon  the  subject  of  this  robliery:  and 
for  a time  it  seemed  to  elude  all  endeavors  to  detect  the  per- 
jietra.tors.  Suspicions  having  been  pl.aced  upon  btockwell 
and  his  wife  in  regard  to  the  t>'N'eil  affair  1 though  .is  yi.'t 
there  w. IS  no  e\  idence  against  them  1,  public  attention  w.is 
directed  immediately  to  .Stockwell  as  a person  who  might  be 
in  some  way  connected  with  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Huntington. 
The  club  that  was  found  in  Huntington's  house,  alter  the 
Inirglarv,  was  for  .uvhile  handed  around  as  a curiosity. 
\\  hen  tired  of  its  exhibition,  Mrs.  H.  threw  it  upon  the  lire 
, for  the  purpose  of  nuking  a final  disposition  of  it.  Just  then, 

! as  luck  would  ha\e  it,  Judge  .Ambrose  Rice,.m  old  citizen  ot 
Maumee,  a renurk.ibly  shrewd  man.  and  close  observei. 
c.ame  into  the  house  and  immedi.itelv  snatched  the  club  from 
I the  fire,  with  the  obsi'n.ition  that  it  >hould  be  ] ueserv wd,  .is 
it  might  \et  be  e\  idence  against  the  perpetr.itors  ol  tlie  .ict. 
The  club  w. IS  a hickory  si ick,  consider. ibly  reduced  .it  one 
' end  by  long  chips  taken  from  it  with  a knife.  Judge  Rice 
i thought  that  possibly  the  chips  might  lie  somewhere  lound 
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ami  identitied  with  the  club,  so  as  to  inijilicate  some  one 
with  the  Imr^'lary.  Strenuous  in\'estigations  ^\eI■e  ii'.aile  for 
some  days  without  result.  At  length  a number  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Pcrrysburg  determined  to  make  a search  irf  Stock- 
well's  house,  aiul  take  liim  and  his  wife,  for  awhile  at  least, 
into  custody.  For  this  purpose  they  went  in  the  night  time, 
when  they  would  be  sure  to  tmd  them  at  home,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  house,  and  them  into  custrxly,  and  made  d:li:fent 
search  of  the  house  without  finding  any  evidence  against 
them.  Stockwell  and  wife  asserted  entire  ignorance  of  the 
whole  matter  in  (juestion.  The  next  morning  Judge  Rice 
went  to  the  house  with  the  club,  and  examined  to  see  if  some 
of  the  chi[)S  taken  from  the  club  could  not  be  found  there. 
After  some  diligent  search  he  found  some  fresh  chips  scat- 
tered under  the  floor  of  the  house.  These  chips  U[x>n  exam- 
ination would  correspond  exactly  with  the  marks  of  the 
club  so  completely  that  there  couki  be  no  question  of  their 
identity. 

This  was  a crushing  answer  to  Stockwcll’s  assertion  of 
his  innocence  in  the  matter.  But  as  yet  no  further  evidence 
was  discor’ered  against  them.  But  becoming  alarmed  in 
conseejuence  of  the  identity  of  the  chi[js  found  at  his  house 
with  the  club,  and  finding  that  his  associates  had  played  a 
trick  upon  him  in  keeping  him  ignorant  of  the  amount  of 
money  that  had  been  taken,  and  a[)plying  the  whole  of  it  to 
their  own  use,  he  became  indignant  toward  them,  and  deter- 
mined to  disclose  the  whole,  f'or  this  'purpose  he  sent  for 
me  as  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and  disclosed  to  me  the 
whole  transaction  as  far  as  he  knew  it.  He  told  me  that  he 
and  his  wife  had  the  O'Neil  money,  and  informed  me  where 
I could  find  it;  but  as  to  the  Huntington  money,  he  knew 
nothing  beyond  eight  or  ten  dollars  of  it.  He  said  that  a 
night  or  two  before  Huntington's  house  was  robbed,  two 
men  by  the  name  of  Reiser,  old  cronies  of  his  in  crime,  came 
to  his  house  and  inquired  of  them  if  there  were  not  some 
plunder  to  be  had  in  Perrysburg.  Stockwell  informed  them 
that  his  wife  had  discovered  that  Mr.  Huntington  had  a 
quantity  of  money  on  hand  in  his  house.  This  they  soon 
formed  a resolution  to  take.  They  kept  secreted  at  his  house 
a day  or  two  making  observations  and  jdanning  how  to  take 
the  money.  On  the  night  that  the  money  was  taken,  they  all 
three  sallied  forth  and  went  ti.i  Huntington's  house,  found 
them  all  asleep,  and  one  of  the  Reisers  made  his  way  into 
the  house  and  soon  returned,  saying  he  had  got  Huntington's 
pocket-book,  but  he  feared  it  was  a “water-haul."  The  club 
he  had  taken  into  the  house  with  him,  he  had  accidentally 
left  there,  which  gave  them  some  concern,  and  some  time 
debated  upon  the  subject  of  returning  tor  it.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, and  proceeded  to  Stockwell’s  house  to  examine  the  pock- 
etbook  and  divide  the  spoils.  Reiser  presented  the  pjocket- 
book  as  all  that  he  had  taken.  Upon  examination  it  was 
found  that  it  contained  only  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars,  and  the 
Reisers  gave  Stockwell  eight  or  ten  dollars  as  his  share  of 
it.  Stockwell  was  dissatisfied,  and  sus[>ected  fraud;  and  so 
questioned  Reiser  about  it.  Reiser  declared  upon  his 
“honor  " that  that  was  all  he  had  taken — it  was,  he  said,  only 
a water-haul;  and  pnqiosed  to  Stockwell  that  he  might 
search  him.  Stockwell  was  silenced  by  the  brass  and  impu- 
dence of  the  Reisers,  who  immediately  left  Perrvsburg;  and 
no  one  exce[)t  .Stockwell  and  wife  knew  anything  of  their 
having  been  there,  or  within  a hundred  miles. 

Now,  if  the  club  had  not  been  saved  by  Judge  Pvice,  and 
identified  with  the  chi|>s  found  in  Stockwell's  house,  and 
was  likely  to  throw  upon  him  the  guilt  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion, and  the  conviction  on  his  part  that  the  Reisers  had  per- 
petrated upon  him  what  he  consiilered  to  be  a dishonorable 
and  knavish  trick,  in  secreting  from  him  almost  the  whole  of 
the  spoils  they  luid  taken,  it  is  not  probable  that  this  most 
wicked  trtinsaction  could  have  been  ferreted  out.  Butthe  w.ivs 
of  Providence  are  mysterious,  and  the  ways  of  the  wicked  are 
hard,  and  in  the  best-kiid  schemes  of  the  crimin.d  is  found 
the  train  of  circumstances  that  leails  to  his  ine\it.d)le  detec- 
tion. Stockwell,  smarting  under  tlu:  conviction  that  .in 
infamous  trick  had  ber-n  played  off  on  him,  llndmg  by  stid 
exjierience  that  there  was  no  “honor  tmiong  thie\-es,"  ,ind 
finding  tlnit  the  e\’idence  against  him  w.is  likely  to  m.ake 
him  a victim  of  the  kntives  who  had  appropriated,  by  me.ms 


' of  a liishonorable  trick,  the  whole  si.x'iils  to  thei'"  own  use, 
was  now  readv  to  ntake  a frank  .and  open  rlisclosure  of  the 
wiiole  transactions  as  far  as  he  knew  them.  He  informed  us 
that  t'ne  Reisers  werelobe  found  in  a strip  of  woods  on  the 
north  cape  of  Maumee  fkiy.  committee  of  the  citizens 
i was  immediately  disp;itchei.i  for  them,  ;ind  within  a few  days 
! the  Reisers  were  in  custiHly  r>f  the  committee  in  Perrysburg. 

I They  held  out  for  some  time  before  they  Could  be  induced  to 
I disclose  w here  the  money  wtis.  But  after  being  put  through 
i a [iretty  severe  course  of  discijiline,  they,  in  the  course  of 
j about  a week,  revealed  where  the  money  was  to  be  found.  It 
I was  buried  at  the  foot  of  a tree  on  the  north  cajie  of  the  bay. 
j Two  w'omen,  the  mother  of  the  Reisers,  and  tire  wife  of  one 
j of  them,  who  were  then  at  Perrysburg,  were  to  sliow  where 
1 the  money  was  to  be  found.  I'hese  women,  Mr.  Huntington, 
i myself,  and  a few  men  to  man  a boat,  went  (down  there  to 
j receive  the  money.  When  we  arrived  at  the  cape,  we  found 
j a most  desolate  jrlace — a mere  sand-bar  with  a few  trees  and 
\ shrubbery,  where  we  found  a miserable  log-house  —the  home 
' of  the  Reisers.  The  women  took  us  to  the  tree  where  the 
money  was  buried,  .-\fter  a little  search,  it  was  found;  and, 
being  principally  in  paper  money,  which  had  lain  there  some 
ten  days,  it  had  become  so  very  damp  that  it  was  very  near 
being  worthless.  Through  the  means  of  these  various  pro- 
ceedings, Mr.  Huntington  recovered  nearly  all  of  his  lost 
money.  Stockwell  and  the  Reisers  remained  in  jail  several 
j months  after  that,  waiting  their  trial.  But  just  before  court, 

I they  broke  jail  and  made  their  escape  to  Canada. 

; In  1828  Ambrose  Rice  took  Colton’s  place, 

' and  in  1S29  James  Colton  qualified.  In  Xovem- 
: ber,  1S29,  Ambrose  Rice  was  appointedc  ounty 
j surveyor.  On  January  19,  1830,  James 

I Robinson  was  appointed  clerk  vice  Thomas  R. 
McKnight,  deceased,  by  Aurora  Spafford,  James 
Wolcott  and  Robert  A.  Forsyth,  the  associate 
: judges.  In  May,  1831,  William  Bigger  took 
! the  place  of  Judge  Forsyth,  and,  with  his  two 
associates  and  Judge  David  Higgns,  was  present 
during  the  term.  John  Webb  resigned  the  office 
of  sheriff  and  was  appointed  clerk.  In  1835, 

; the  same  judges  were  on  the  Benc’h,  while  Jonas 
Pratt  was  sheriff  and  John  Webb,  clerk:  but.  in 
! October  of  that  year,  William  Fowler,  William 
; Bigger  and  Aurora  Spafford,  were  the  associate 
judges — Judge  Bigger  holding  office  since  April, 

! 1 83  I — and  all  being'associate  judges  when  Journal 
No.  3 closed,  April  6,  1837.  In  1835,  a num- 
ber of  indictments  for  assault,  etc.,  growing  out 
of  the  Toledo  war,  were  presented.  In  1834, 
Jonathan  Wood  was  appointed  an  auctioneer;  in 
April,  1835,  Daniel  H.  W’heeler;  in  October, 
1835,  Joshua  Chappel,  and  in  April.  1837,  W. 
W.  Irwin,  all  having  been  professional  auction 
men.  At  this  last  term,  the  court  appointed 
James  Matthew,  inspector  of  pork,  Hour  and 
1 liquors.  Thomas  Powell  resigned  the  office 
of  prosecuting  attorney  in  May,  1831.  when  J.  C. 
Spink  was  appointed.  Jessup  W.  Scott  was 
; the  prosecutor  in  1834,  with  Sidney  Smith  assist- 
ant, in  the  case  against  Joseph  I.  Applegate.  In 
April,  Hiram  K.  Steele  was  appointdl  sur\eyor. 
W'illard  \'.  Way  succeeded  Scott  as  prosecutor, 
in  October,  1834;  while  Isaac  Stetson  was  ap- 
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pointed  in  July,  1S33.  In  1837,  Andrew  Coffin- 
berry  was  his  assistant.  In  April,  1S35,  Addison 
Smith  resigned  the  office  of  county  surveyor.  In 
July,  1837,  Prosecutor  Henry  Reed  resigned  and 
James  Purdy  was  appointed.  P'rorn  November, 
1828,  to  April,  1837,  there  were  si.\ty-three  dis- 
tinct estates  settled  by  the  court,  and  179  cases, 
in  which  the  Comm.onwealth  was  plaintiff,  were 
tried.  P'roni  October,  1825,  to  the  close  of  the 
May  term  of  1831,  there  were  1 3 1 cases  tried. 

In  April.  1838,  Ozias  Bowen,  with  William 
Fowler,  Aurora  Spafford  and  David  Ladd,  asso- 
ciate judges,  presided.  Isaac  Stetson  was  granted 
$135,  salary  as  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  en- 
suing year.  After  his  death,  in  September,  1839, 
J.  C.  Spink  succeeded  Stetson.  In  March  of 
that  year,  Emery  D.  Potter,  with  the  associates 
named  as  serving  in  1838,  was  present. 

Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer,  in  his  reminiscences, 
speaks  of  a notorious  case  tried  at  that  time,  as 
follows: 

John  Knowles,  an  old  citizen  of  Perrysburg,  died  from 
poison  in  183h,  under  circumstances  creating  strong  sus- 
picions that  he  had  been  murdered  by  his  wife.  Knowles 
was  considerably  advanced  in  years,  and  the  possessor  of 
a comfortable  estate— the  fruit  of  hard  labor  and  economical 
habits.  A year  or  two  prior  to  his  death  he  married  a vcung, 
buxom-looking  girl,  who  had  been  for  some  time  a house- 
maid in  several  families  in  tlie  town.  \'ery  soon  after  their 
union,  his  life  was  rendereyl  miserable  by  her  violent  temper 
and  extravagant  habits,  .\nxious  to  sever  the  tie  which 
caused  his  misery,  he,  on  several  occasions,  came  to  our 
office  for  legal  advice;  but  divorces  were  not  so  easily  ob- 
tained then  as  now,  and  we  could  offer  him  no  better  conso- 
lation than  to  advise  kindness  and  indulgence.  His  health 
was  failing,  and  he  was  frequently  attacked  with  severe 
spasms.  On  one  occasion  he  intimated  that  he  believed  he 
had  been  [loisoned.  In  one  of  these  attacks  he  died,  and  a 
post  mortsm  examination  confirmed  his  suspicions.  Arsenic, 
in  considerable  tjuantity,  was  found  in  the  stomach.  The 
wife  was  arrested,  indicted  and  tried  for  murder,  u[H>n  evi- 
dence which  would  have  been  ample  to  convict  a man.  Her 
sex  saved  her.  The  trial  was  very  interesting — the  Count 
and  Spink  conducting  the  prosecution,  againsi  Willis  Silli- 
man  and  Stowed.  I thought,  at  the  time,  that  the  argument 
of  the  Count  to  the  jury  was  irresistible,  and  fastened  the 
guilt  so  strongly  upon  the  defendant  that  escape  would  be 
impossible.  Sillirnan,  who  enjoyed  a good  rejmtation  as  an 
advocate,  was  adroit  and  eloquent,  and  received  credit  for  a 
successful  defense;  but,  really,  nothing  but  the  fact  that 
Mrs.  Knowles  was  a young  and  rather  good-looking  woman 
saved  her.  " " - 

[When  the  new  Constitution  was  adopted  in  1851.  the 
judicial  system  was  changed  to  its  present  torm,  in  which  the 
Probate  is  a se[)arate  court. — Ed.] 

Myron  H.  Tilden  presided  over  the  court  in 
the  spring  term  of  1844.  John  W'ebb  was  tfien 
sheriff,  and  Joseph  Utley,  clerk.  The  work  of 
the  court  was  characterized  by  a number  of 
naturalization  papers  issued  to  natives  of  Ireland 
and  Germany.  In  March,  Hiram  Davis  was 
appointed  county  surveyor  to  succeed  Mtirris 
Brown.  In  1 845,  Benjamin  Olney  took  the  place 
of  Judge  Ladd — the  only  change  made  in  the 
court  officers.  In  1847,  Ebenezer  B.  Sadler 


appeared  as  president  judge,  with  Judges  Spaf- 
ford and  Olney,  Nathaniel  D.  Blinn  (chosen 
; as  the  successor  of  Francis  Carothers,  deceased] 
not  being  present.  In  April,  1S50,  Aurora  Spaf- 
I ford  was  succeeded  by  Jairus  Curtis,  who,  with 
i N.  D.  Blinn  and  Benjamin  Olney,  was  present 
during  the  session  with  Judge  Sadler.  In  March, 

1851,  Gilbert  Beach  succeeded  Curtis,  and,  in 
November,  Peleg  G.  Thomas  qualified  as  sheriff. 

In  March,  1852,  Lawrence  W.  Hall  presided 
in  Common  Pleas.  On  April  23,  that  year, 
Asher  Cook,  judge  of  probate,  established  his 
; court  at  Perrysburg,  inaugurating  the  business  by 
: ordering  the  release  of  the  old  surveyor,  Sylvanus 
Jefferson,  who  was  arrested  under  “a  warrant  to 
keep  the  peace."  L.  O.  .Simmons  was  clerk, 

' and  Coroner  Thomas  L.  Webb  was  acting  sheriff, 
with  Jairus  F.  Curtis,  deputy,  in  September, 

1852.  A large  number  of  Irish  and  German  set- 
tlers and  two  Englishmen  were  naturalized.  In 
October,  1854,  Coroner  John  Eider  was  acting 
sheriff,  and  in  1855  John  W'ebb  was  clerk.  On 

; October  5 of  the  latter  year,  no  less  than  444 
; men  asked  the  court  to  be  admitted  as  citizens  of 
' the  United  States.  In  February,  1856,  M’illiam 

L.  Cook  was  sheriff.  In  February,  1857.  Judge 

M.  C.  Whiteley  presided.  From  September  20, 
1852,  to  March  5,  1857,  there  were  502  settlers 
admitted  to  citizenship,  the  great  majority  regis- 
tering before  the  fall  elections.  In  June,  1857, 

I C.  W.  Norton  was  present  as  sheriff.  The 
I judges  of  the  Tenth  District  in  December,  1838, 

; w'ere  M.  C.  Whiteley,  George  E.  Seney  and 
i Josiah  S.  Plants:  while  in  February.  !S59.  M.  C. 

! Whiteley,  \\'illiam  Lawrence,  A.  Sankey  Lattv 
I and  George  E.  Seney  signed  the  rules  then 
' adopted  for  the  Third  Judicial  District.  In  Feb- 
I ruary,  1861,  Judge  Whiteley,  with  Gabriel  E. 

; Guyer,  sheriff,  and  William  H.  Jones,  clerk,  were 
I present,  and  again  during  the  summer  and  fall 
; terms — the  records,  like  the  Commissioners'  Jour- 
I nal,  containing  not  one  reference  to  the  Civil  war. 

The  conviction  of  Walters  for  murder  in  the  sec- 
I ond  degree,  in  F'ebruary,  1862,  and  of  Rachel 
Ann  Nicely  for  manslaughter,  in  March,  1862, 
i were  part  of  the  excitements  and  troubles  of  war 
times.  On  September  i,  1862,  Mrs.  Moore,  of 
Tontogany,  was  killed,  and  a Mrs.  Thomas 
wounded,  by  the  irritated  husband  of  the  first 
! named  and  the  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas.  He  was 
’ sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  and  died  there. 

1 In  October  of  that  year,  John  McGowan  was 
prosecuting  attorney.  In  March.  1863,  Jiuige 
i A.  S.  Latty  presided.  One  year  later,  James  W. 
Knaggs  appearetl  as  clerk,  who  apptiinted 
Thomas  J.  Webb  and  W.  S.  Eberly  his  deputies. 
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In  1865  Charles  Evers  succeeded  C.  C.  Baird, 
who  was  actin'^  sheriff,  z'lcc  Guyer,  resigned. 
In  t866,  George  Weddell  signed  the  record  as 
clerk.  One  of  the  features  of  the  March  term 
of  1867,  was  the  memorial  resolution,  presented 
by  Asher  Cook,  on  the  death  of  Lieut.  George 
N.  Parsons  (formerly  auditor  of  this  county). 
It  was  signed  by  the  memtiers  of  the  Bar.  then 
present,  namely:  Henry  II.  Dodge,  J.  F.  Price, 

Asher  Cook,  James  R.  Tyler,  J.  M.  Herd, 
John  A.  Shannon,  S.  B.  Price,  John  H.  Reid, 
George  Strain,  P.  S.  Slevin,  E.  Tuller, 
D.  K.  Hollenbeck,  F.  Hollenbeck  and  W'iilard 
V.  Way.  About  this  time,  the  returns  of  the 
election  of  1866,  for  and  against  the  removal  of 
the  county  seat,  were  presented  to  the  court  and 
spread  on  the  record.  In  1868,  Judge  James 
Pillars  took  his  seat,  and,  in  June  following, 
Judge  Mott  was  called  upon  to  give  judgment  in 
the  matter  of  the  removal  of  the  county  seat. 

In  1S70,  judge  Pillars  was  here  with  George 
\Veddell,  clerk,  and  John  W.  Brownsberger, 
sheriff.  In  1S73,  Andrew  D.  Stewart  was  clerk, 
and  in  1874  Charles  C.  Baird  was  sheriff.  In 
December,  1875,  the  contested  election  of  Will- 
iam A.  Benschoter,  as  prosecutor,  was  tried.  The 
election  returns  of  October,  1875,  showed  5,217 
votes  for  Jasher  Pillars,  the  contestor,  and  4,068 
for  Benschoter,  and  on  these  figures  Pillars  was 
adjudged  the  legal  holder  of  the  office.  Judges 
Pillars,  Latty  and  Beer  were  present  in  March, 
1876,  in  District  Court.  Orrin  Henry  appeared 
as  sheriff  in  January,  1877;  in  March,  187S.  Sel- 
wyn  X.  Owen,  and  Pillars  and  Lattv  were  here 
as  District  Court  judges,  and  W.  S.  Eberly  as 
clerk.  On  May  6,  1878,  Judge  Henry  H.  Dodge 
succeeded  Judge  Pillars,  and  the  procedure  and 
usages,  which  now  obtain,  were  fully  intro- 
duced. 

The  cases  presented  to  Common  Pleas,  since 
1878,  compass  many  important  civil  ones,  and 
not  a few  heavy  criminal  ones,  such  as  those 
which  led  Bach  and  Grove  to  e.xecution.  The 
trials  growing  out  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Peany, 
1894,  brought  forth  the  best  efforts  of  prosecution 
and  defense.  The  opening  of  the  gas  and  oil 
fields  of  Wood  county,  the  extraordinary  stam- 
pedes, town-building  and  general  acti'.  ities  of  the 
last  ten  years,  introduced  new  men,  new  man- 
ners, new  criminal  and  civil  causes,  and  changed, 
in  a measure,  the  local  notions  of  former  times. 
Of  course,  invincible  ignorance  still  exists  in  very 
vicious  forms;  but  its  inthience  is  injunded  b\'  the 
ever-gruw  itig  intelligence  of  the  people  who  nat- 
urally incline  toward  justice.  The  Common  Pleas 
journals,  numbering  from  i to  36  (the  last  being 


I opened  in  February,  1S95).  contain  the  rninutim 
; of  transactions  for  seventy-five  years.  The  first 
' thirteen  volumes  cover  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  almost  fifty-five  years,  while 
^ twenty-three  books  and  many  supiplementar}' 
I records  have  been  required  for  the  last  tuent\' 
i years,  exclusive  of  the  voluminous  records  of  the 
Probate  Court  since  1852, 

; Judicial  Districts. — The  old  district,  under 
the  Constitution  of  1802,  embraced  all  north- 
western Ohio  down  to  1830,  when  this  Judicial 
i Circuit  included  Wood,  Huron,  Richland.  Del- 
' aw'are,  Sandusky,  Seneca,  Crawford,  (vlarion, 
Hancock,  . Henr_\’,  Williams,  Putnam,  Pauld- 
ing and  A'an  Wert  counties.  The  Assem- 
: bly  of  1 83S -39  established  the  Thirteenth  Judic- 
: ial  Circuit,  embracing  tlie  counties  of  Wood. 

! Seneca,  Henry,  W'illiarns,  Paulding.  Putnam, 

! Allen,  Hardin,  Hancock  and  \'an  Wert.  On 
F'ebruary  19,  1845.  Judicial  Circuits  were  re- 
I constructed.  The  Constitution  of  i S3  ; abolished 
: the  office  of  president  judge,  and  created  tL'e 
great  circuits,  or  one  for  each  of  the  Supreme 
Court  justices,  who  >vere  excused  from  attending 
in  I S63  or  I S64. 

That  Constitution  of  1851  abolished  the  office 
! of  associate  judge,  and  provided  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a Probate  Court,  Pander  the  Con^ti- 
I tution  of  1802,  the  Court  of  Conimou  Pleas,  rep- 
resented by  the  president  or  any  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate judges,  considered  all  probate  cases;  but 
I the  New  Constitution  blotted  out  the  a^soclate 
judges,  and  removed  such  cases  to  the  newjy 
established  Probate  Court,  District  Courts  were 
held  here  from  1S52  to  18S4,  one  of  the  Supreme 
Court  judges,  with  two  district  judges,  being" 
generally  present.  It  was  really  the  successor  of 
the  county  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
j In  1853,  Wood.  Seneca,  \\’yandot,  Hancock 
and  Crawford  were  placed  in  the  Third  Sub- 
District  of  the  Third  Judicial  District,  In  .April, 
1S57,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  election  of 
i an  additional  judge  for  this  Sub-District.  In 
April,  1858,  this  territory  was  made  a Sub-Divis- 
ion of  the  Tenth  Judicial  District,  but  on  .NLiy  i, 
1862,  the  Tenth  was  disestablished  and  the  Third 
reorganized.  The  Act  of  186S  provided  for  an 
additional  judge,  ami.  though,  that  .Act  was  re- 
pealed in  1879,  the  office  exists  under  the  .\ct  of 
1879.  f’l  '>^79  the  First  Srilj-Division  of  the 
Tenth  District  was  recreated  to  embrace  Wood. 
Seneca,  Hancock  and  Hardin,  and  Imlce  John 
McCauley  was  elected  in  .\pril  of  tluii  ye.ar  as 
adilitional  judge  for  this  I'irst  Sub-Di\ ision.  The 
jmlges  of  the  circuit,  at  the  close  of  1894.  were 
elected,  one  under  the  .Act  of  1879.  and  two  un- 
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der  that  part  of  the  Act  of  1868  which  was  coun- 
tenanced in  the  Act  of  1879.  | 

The  Circuit  Court  was  re-established  in  1884,  i 

and  the  judges  ordered  to  be  elected  for  six-year  ' 
terms.  ! 

Judges  of  Common  Pleas. — In  the  following 
list  the  president  judge  holds  first  place,  and  the 
nainesof  the  three  associate  judges  follow  the  date:  ' 

George  Tod,  1820,  Horatio  Conant,  Samuel  \'nnce  and 
Peter  G.  Oliver.  i 

George  Tod,  1S22,  Horatio  Conant,  William  Pratt  and  : 

Daniel  Hubbell.  ; 

George  Tod,  1823,  John  Hollister,  William  Pratt  and 
Walter  Colton. 

George  Toil,  1824-2-:),  John  H^il lister,  Robert  .-V.  Forsyth 
and  Walter  Colton. 

Ebenezer  Lane,  182.5-28,  John  Hollister,  Robert  For-  | 
syth  and  Walter  Colton. 

Ebenezer  Lane,  1828-30,  James  Wolcott,  Ambrose  Rice 
and  Robert  .A.  Forsyth. 

Ebenezer  Lane.  1830-31,  .Aurora  Spafford,  James  Wol- 
cott and  Robert  ,*\.  Forsyth. 

I.)a\'id  Higgins,  1831-35,  William  Bigger,  .Aurora  Spaf- 
ford and  Jantes  Wolcott.  I 

David  Higgins,  1835-38,  William  Fowler,  William  Big- 
ger and  Aurora  Spafford.  I 

Ozias  Bowen,  183'^,  David  Ladd,  William  Fowler  and 
Aurora  Spafford.  : 

Emery  D.  Potter,  1839,  William  Fowler  (resigned), 
Aurora  .Spafford  and  Da\’i.d  Ladd.  \ 

Emery  D.  Potter.  1842.  Benjamin  Olney,  David  Ladd 
and  Auroia  S[/aft'ord.  ; 

Emery  D.  Potter,  1843-44,  Francis  Carothers,  David 
Ladd  and  Aurora  Spafford. 

.Myron  H.  Tilden,  1844,  Francis  Carothers,  Benjamin 
Olney  and  .Aurora  Spafford.  | 

Ebenezer  B.  Sadler,  1845,  Nathaniel  D.  Bh’nn,  Benjamin 
Olney  and  .Aurora  .Spafford. 

iNh'ron  H.  Tdden,  1850,  Jairus  Curtis,  Benjamin  Olney 
and  N.  D.  Blinn. 

Myron  H.  Tilden,  1851,  Gilbert  Beach,  Benjamin  Thomas 
and  N.  D.  Blinn.  i 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1851,  and  the  sev- 
eral Legislative  Acts  reconstructing  judicial  dis- 
tricts, the  following  named  judges  were  elected 
and  presided  over  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of 
Wood  county:  Lawrence  W.  Hall.  1852;  M. 

C.  Whiteley,  1857:  A.  Sankey  Latty,  1863; 
Chester  R Mott,  1866:  James  Pillars,  186S-78; 
Henry  H.  Dodge,  1878-83;  John  McCauley,  1S79-  ' 
84;  Henry  H.  Dodge,  t S83-88 ; George  F.  Pen-  ^ 
dleton,  1884-89;  John  H.  Ridgelev,  who  was 
elected  funder  the  .\ct  of  1868),  served  as  addi- 
tional judge  from  I 888  to  February.  1893;  Arte- 
mus  B.  Johnson,  from  February,  1889,  to  Febru- 
ary, 1895,  funder  the  .Uct  of  1879);  !.  W.  Schau-  ! 
felberger  ( under  the  same  Act),  from  February, 
1893,  to  the  present  time,  his  term  not  expiring 
until  F'ebruar}',  1898;  and  Charles  M.  Melhorn 
from  February,  1895,  *^he  present  time,  his 
term  not  expiring  until  February,  1900.  i 

Circuit  Judges. — The  judges  of  the  Circuit 
Fourt,  re-establshed,  in  1884,  were  Henrv  \\’. 
Seney,  Thomas  Beer  and  John  J.  Moore.  So 
far  as  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit  is  concerned. 
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they  are  Charles  H.  Scribner,  elected  in  i8S6  and 
re-elected  in  1892;  Charles  S.  Bentley,  elected  in 
1888,  and  E.  B.  King,  elected  to  succeed  Judge 
Charles  S.  Bentley,  who  was  elected  in  1884  to 
serve  two  years,  and  was  re-elected  at  the  end  of 
his  term  for  six  years.  George  R.  Haynes  was 
elected  in  November.  1896. 

Probate  Judges. — The  judges  of  the  Probate 
Court,  since  its  establishment,  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: .Asher  Cook,  1852;  John  .-A.  Kelley,  185;; 
J.  F.  Price,  1857;  William  Ewing,  1858;  Daniel 
W.  Poe,  18G1;  Edwin  .Taller  was  appointed  in 
1863,  -rice  Judge  Poe,  resigned;  was  elected  in 
1863,  and  re-elected  in  1866,  but  resigned  in 
1S69,  when  John  A.  Bonnell  was  appointed; 
George  C.  Phelps  qualified  in  1S69;  John  Reed, 
1879;  Frank  .M.  Young,  1S83;  Guy  C.  Nearing, 
in  1891,  and  Stephen  .A.  .Angus,  in  November. 
I S96. 

Prosecutors. — The  prosecuting  attorneys  for 
Wood  count}',  froiu  1820  to  the  present  time,  are 
named  as  follows:  C.  J.  McCurd}-,  May  3,  1820; 
Thomas  W.  Powell.  October.  1S20;  John  C. 
Spink,  1S31;  Jessuf)  W.  Scott,  1834;  W illard  W 
W'ay,  1834;  Isaac  Stetson,  1835;  Henry  Reed, 
1836;  Gount  Andrew  Coffinberry,  1837:  Isaac 
Stetson,  1838;  John  C.  Spink.  1S39:  Henry 

Darling,  1 84 1 ; W'illard  V.  Wav,  1842-46;  Will- 
iam H.  Plopkins,  1846;  Sylvanus  Jefferson  also 
a surveyor),  1852;  Josiah  P".  Price,  185S;  J.  E. 
McGowan,  1862  fnow  of  Chattanooga,  P'enn.  0 
James  R.  Tyler,  1862;  George  Strain,  1864; 
.Alexander  Brow n,  1866;  John  Wk  Canary,  1869; 
John  .A.  Shannon.  1871;  Jasher  Pillars,  1873; 
I'rank  .A.  Baldwin,  1877;  James  O.  Troup,  1S79; 
R.  S.  Parker,  1884;  .Andrew  J.  Mears,  1890; 
.A.  B.  Murphy,  November.  1893,  and  Erank  .A. 
Baldwin,  Eebruary,  1895,  to  act  during  the  ill- 
ness of  the  prosecutor;  Arthur  B.  Murphy,  re- 
elected in  November,  1896. 

Transactio)is  of  Supreme  Court.  — .A  Supreme 
Court  record,  now  in  possession  of  Clerk  Baird, 
shows  that  Judges  Jacob  Burnet  and  Charles  R. 
Sherman  presided  at  Perrj'sburg,  .August  i,  1825, 
and  heard  eight  cases.  .At  that  time  Silas  Lee 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  In  July.  1826,  the 
same  judges  being  present,  W'olcott  La\vrence 
was  admitted  to  practice.  .-At  the  .August  session 
of  1827,  Judges  Peter  Hitchcock  and  Charles  R. 
Sherman  presiding  James  .A.  Scranton  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar.  In  1828,  Judges  Cab  in  Peas 
and  Sherii'ian  were  present,  and.  in  1830,  Jiulges 
Peter  Hitchcock  and  Henr}'  Brush.  The  trial  of 
George  Porter  (an  employe  of  E.  FooteJ,  for  the 
murder  of  Isaac  Richardson  at  Roche-de- 1 lieui, 
July  22,  1830,  was  heard  at  this  term,  the  court 
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appointing  Orish  Parrish  and  David  Higgins  to  de- 
fend the  prisoner,  while  Thomas  W.  Powell  pros- 
ecuted. The  jury  in  the  case  comprised  Robert 
Shaw,  Palmer  Kellogg,  John  M.  faques,  Aurora 
Spafford,  Elijah  Huntington,  Sewell  Gunn, 
Thomas  Learning,  Nathaniel  K.  Decker,  Knowl- 
ton  Young,  Nathaniel  Dlinn,  Reuben  Freshwater 
and  Andrew  Hoover.  This  jury  found  Porter 
guilty  of  murder  in  the  first  degree  when  he  was 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  Perrysburg  November 
5,  1830,  on  which  day  he  was  e.xecuted  by  John 
Webb.  Thousands  witnessed  the  e.xecution.  At 
that  session,  also,  James  W.  Robinson  was  ad- 
mitted an  attorney  of  the  Ohio  Bar. 

In  1831,  Judges  Joshua  Collett  and  John  C. 
Wright  w'ere  present;  Elijah  Huntington  was  ap- 
pointed master  commissioner  of  the  court.  Judges 
Collett  and  Reuben  Wood  presided  here  in  Jul}', 
1833-  when  Jessup  W.  Scott  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  and  a number  of  civil  cases  disposed  of. 
In  iS34judge  Ebenezer  Lane  was  present  with 
Judge  Collett;  but  in  1835,  when  Frederick  Lord, 
John  C.  Champlinand  Henry  Reed  were  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  Judges  Wood  and  Collett  were  here. 
In  1836,  Francis  H.  Gillet,  Samuel  M.  Young, 
and  Emery  D.  Potter  were  admitted  before  Judges 
Lane  and  Wood,  and  at  that  time  the  celebrated 
trespass  case  of  David  Hedges  vs.  Isaac  Van- 
Tassel  was  disposed  of.  In  1837,  before  the 
same  judges,  Henry  Darling,  Samuel  B.  Camp- 
bell, Daniel  I'.  Cook  and  Henry  Bennett  were 
admitted  to  practice.  The  judges  who  presided 
in  1839  were  Ebenezer  Lane  and  Frederick 
Grimpke.  David  Allen  and  Joseph  Utley  were 
admitted  attorneys.  In  1839,  Judge  Wood  was 
present  with  Judge  Lane.  Josiah  G.  Abbott  and 
Joshua  B.  Davis  were  admitted  to  the  Bar,  while 
in  July,  1840,  the  last  term  recorded  in  the  old 
book.  Judges  Hitchcock  and  Wood  presided. 
James  Cofhnberry  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  a 
number  of  assumpsit  and  chancery  cases  heard. 

In  1841,  the  same  judges  were  present,  the 
cause  eelebre  being  the  Utley  divorce  suit,  which 
resulted  in  a decree  giving  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Utley 
$2,000  alimony  and  costs.  The  same  judges 
presided  in  1842;  but,  in  1843,  Matthew 

Birchard  appeared  with  Judge  Wood,  who  were 
also  present  in  1844  and  again  in  1845,  when 
Joseph  Utley  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
court  for  the  constitutional  term  of  seven 
years.  In  1846,  the  same  judges  were  pres- 
ent; but,  in  1847  ^”tl  184S,  Matthew  Birch- 
ard and  Edward  Avery  were  on  the  Bench. 
The  July  term  of  1849  presided  over  by 

Judges  hlitchcock  and  William  B.  Caldwell,  and 
in  1850  by  Rufus  P.  Spalding.  With  the  e.xcep- 


tion  of  the  admission  of  Asher  Cook  to  the  Bar  in 
1848,  there  is  no  record  of  admissions  for  the 
three  years  ending  in  1851.  fn  September,  1852, 
John  A.  Corwin,  John  M.  Palmer  and  L.Wh  H dl 
appear  as  judges  of  the  District  Court,  with. 
Thomas  L.  W'ebb,  coroner,  acting  sheriff  and 
L.  O.  Simmons,  clerk,  and  the  records  of  the 
Supreme  Court  sessions  in  Wood  count}-  cease. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1851,  the  District 
Court,  composed  of  a judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  two  district  judges,  was  established, 
and  held  regular  sessions  until  18S4,  when  the 
Circuit  Court  was  established  under  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution. 

United  States  District  Court. — From  1855 
to  1870,  Wood  county  was  in  the  Cleveland  di- 
vision of  the  United  States  District  Court.  In 
July,  1870,  it  was  ordered  that  two  terms  of  this 
court  should  be  held  at  Toledo  by  Judge  Charles 
T.  Sherman,  who  was  succeeded  in  1873  by 
Judge  Martin  Welker,  who  preceded  Judge  Ricks. 
In  June.  1878,  Wood  county  was  placed  in  the 
western  subdivision  of  the  Northern  District, 
with  Toledo  the  seat  of  justice.  The  United 
States  Circuit  Court  subsequently  held  terms 
here.  Judge  John  Baxter,  of  Tennessee,  presid- 
ing until  his  death  in  1886,  when  Judge  Howell 
E.  Jackson,  of  Tennessee,  succeeded  him.  and  he 
in  turn  was  succeeded  by  W.  H.  Taft,  the  pres- 
ent circuit  judge. 

Justices'  Courts. — Many  volumes  might  be 
filled  with  the  serio-comic  administration  of  jus- 
tice by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  Wood  county, 
since  the  days  when  it  was  a part  of  Waynesfield 
township,  of  Logan  county,  or,  as  our  brothers 
of  Michigan  would  call  it,  “Maumee  township  of 
Erie  county,  Erie  District  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.”  It  would  not  be  practicable  to  treat 
the  subject  extensively,  but  a little  may  be  writ- 
ten to  show  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  pioneer 
justices  and,  incidentally,  of  their  unofficial 
neighbors. 

In  the  reminiscences  of  the  late  Willard  V. 
Way,  the  story  of  Joshua  Chappel,  who  settled 
at  Perrysburg  in  1817.  and  who  was  a constable 
of  Logan  county  in  1819,  is  related.  At  that 
time  Logan  county  appears  to  have  been  attached 
to  Champaign  for  judicial  purposes,  and  in  the 
jail  at  Urbana  prisoners  from  Wood  county  found 
a temporary  home.  It  appears  that,  in  1819, 
Jacob  Wilkinson  sued  a fisherman  for  $9,  which 
the  fellow  refused  to  j)ay.  The  debtor  also  was 
impudent  enough  to  sav  to  his  creilitor  that,  if 
he  wanted  fish  for  his  pay,  he  must  turn  out  and 
catch  them  himself.  The  reply  was  an  irrita- 
ting one.  The  creditor  sent  the  debtor  to  Urbana 
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in  charge  of  Constable  Chappel,  to  be  held  there  j 
until  the  $9  and  costs  would  be  paid.  After  ; 
traveling  150  miles,  Chappel  offered  hds  prisoner 
to  the  sheriff,  bur  that  official  would  not  recei\e  - 
him  until  his  board  bill  was  guaranteed.  This  1 
Chappel  could  not  do,  and  the  only  alternative 
was  to  return  \\ith  the  debtor  to  Perrysburg.  ^ 
The  e.xpenses  of  the  trip  and  law  proceedings  | 
exceeded  $ i 50,  for  which  a bill  was  presented  to  ' 
Wilkinson.  This  was  one  of  the  incidents  which  ' 
urged  the  people  to  ask  for  the  organization  of  | 
Wood  county.  i 

Elijah  Huntington,  who  succeeded  Justice  ' 
Powell  in  1 830,  had  advantages  which  were  not 
offered  to  the  lawy'er  while  in  office.  He  did  not 
stop  to  consider  technical  points  of  law,  but 
entered  at  once  into  the  equity  of  a case,  and 
decided  it  quickly.  Hezekiah  L.  Hosnier  tells 
of  one  of  the  first  cases  tried  by  him ; 

The  ‘ ‘ Old  Squire  ” f Huntington)  was  a local 
institution.  His  knowledge  of  politics  was  ency’- 
clopadic.  He  read  “Nile’s  Register  ” through  ' 
regularly,  and  knew  it  by  heart.  In  all  matters 
of  local  interest  he  was  always  prominent,  poli- 
tics and  schools  receiving  his  special  attention.  ! 
No  man  ever  discharged  the  duties  of  a magis- 
trate or  legislator  more  conscientiously,  or  gener- 
ally with  better  judgment;  but  his  court  was 
often  the  scene  of  a funny  incident.  On  one 
occasion  a lawless  character,  known  by  the  sobri- 
quet of  ‘ ‘ Catfish  Smith,  ” a sort  of  land  pirate, 
who  had  a shanty  below  the  town,  was  arrested 
and  brought  before  him  on  the  charge  of  steal-  ; 
ing  Doctor  Wood’s  pigs.  The  evidence  disclosed  I 
the  facts  that  the  Doctor,  on  missing  his  property 
and  suspecting  Catfish,  went  to  his  premises  and 
found  the  pigs  penned  up.  Summoning  Catfish, ' 
he  charged  him  with  the  crime; 

‘ ‘And  here,  ” said  he,  pointing  to  the  pigs, 
“are  the  very  pigs  themselves.” 

“Which  are  yours inquired  Catfish;  “I 
should  like  to  know.” 

‘ ‘ That  one,  and  that  one,  and  that  one,  ” 
replied  the  Doctor,  pointing  to  several. 

“Them’s  all  mine,  every  one  on  ’em.  I 
raised  ’em.’’ 

“Is  that  speckled  one  yours,  that  yellow  one 
and  that  little  hump-backed  one.^” 

“Every  one  on  ’em.  I raised  ’em.  They 
ain’t  one  on  ’em  as  belongs  to  you.” 

The  Doctor  was  a pepper-pod.  The  effrontery 
of  Catfish  made  him  very  angry.  “ It’s  a lie  and  ! 
you  know  it  1 ” he  exclaimed. 

“They’re  all  my  pigs,”  reiterated  Catfish,  ' 
“and  you  can’t  have  ’^;m.  Doctor  Wood  ! ” 

“Well,  take  ’em,”  roared  the  Doctor,  in  a : 


tempest  of  anger.  “Take  ’em  all  and  go  to  *:he 
devil  with  ’em,”  and  turned  and  left.  Convinced, 
however,  that  the  pigs  belonged  to  him,  he  made 
complaint  and  Catfish  was  arrested.  Catfish  ^\as 
in  the  last  stages  of  whiskey  disease;  bloated, 
blotched,  a most  pitiable  object.  He  employed 
Count  Coffinberry  to  defend  him.  Wood’s  attor- 
neys claimed  that  the  case  was  clear,  and  asked 
that  the  defendant  be  punished.  The  Count  in 
reply’  urged  a justification. 

“Admitting,  may  it  please  your  honor,”  said 
he,  “that  the  pigs  were  originally  the  property 
of  Doctor  Wood,  the  evidence  shows  that  Wood 
gave  them  to  the  defendant.  He  told  him  to 
‘take  them,’  and  the  prisoner  did  so,  and  of 
course  for  this  he  is  not  liable  to  punishment. 
He  told  him  furthermore  to  ‘take  them  and  go 
to  the  devil  with  them;’  and  any'  one,  the  most 
common  observer,  may'  it  please  your  honor,  can 
readily  perceive,  from  the  appearance  of  the  man, 
that  he  had  done  no  more  than  comply  with  this 
request.  He  had  taken  the  pigs,  that  was  unde- 
niable, and,  may  it  f)lease  your  honor,  he  is  going 
to  the  devil  as  fast  as  any'  man  in  the  countrw” 

Pig  cases  are  not  confined  to  that  of  Catfish 
and  Dr.  Woods.  Wild  hogs  offered  sport  for 
hunters  in  early  days,  and  men,  armed  with  rides 
and  possessed  of  elastic  consciences,  did  not 
always  stop  to  learn  whether  they'  killed  tame  or 
wild  swine.  This  haste  led  some  of  the  sports- 
men into  the  criminal  court  on  charges  of  theft 
or  robbery,  and  many'  men  barely'  escaped  the 
penalty  attached  to  such  crimes. 

To  show  how  the  law  was  administered  in 
♦Perrysburg  in  olden  days,  let  the  following  copy 
of  a page  of  Thomas  W.  Powell’s  justice  docket 
be  given ; 

State  of  Ohio  r.<.  Jolin  ffarris: 

Sei^tember  4,  ISao,  Elijah  Huntington  personallv  ap- 
peared before  me  and  made  complaint  in  writing  anti  under 
oath  that  John  Harri.-t,  of  .\uglaize,  thd.  on  the  th.ird  dav  of 
the  present  month,  run  a horse  within  th.e  limits  of  the  te.wr.  of 
Perrysburg,  at  PerryslMirg  townshi[)  aforesaid.  .And  there- 
u;)on  a w.arrant  was  issued  which  was  forth\\’ith  returned 
by  Jonas  Pratt,  constalde,  with  defendant  in  custo.iv.  f'ro- 
ceedcd  to  trial,  and  upon  hearing  the  proof  and  "allega- 
tions” of  the  parties,  it  is  considered  by  the  court  the  said 
John  Harris  [lay  a tine  of  two  dollars  and  rifty  cents,  and  o'J 
cents  the  cost  of  the  prosecution. 

This  extraordinary  docket  of  Jtistice  Powell 
gives  the  history  of  224  cases  tried  by  him  from 
1823  to  November  16,  1830,  when  he  transferred 
the  record  book  to  Elijah  Huntington.  While 
the  greater  number  ot  entries  concern  debtor  and 
creditor,  a large  minority  deal  with  social  evils, 
showing,  after  all,  that,  in  the  quiet,  pastoral 
days  of  this  county,  prior  to  the  close  of  1830, 
the  pcf'iple  were  not,  morally,  very  far  abo\e 
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what  the  inhabitants  of  the  busy,  ambitious  ' 
county  of  to-day  are.  Justice  He;?ekiah  Hos-  i 
iner’s  docket  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  archives  ‘ 
of  the  county,  and,  like  that  of  Justice  Powell,  is  ^ 
filled  with  accounts  of  big  and  little  crimes,  petty  i 
wrangles  and  numerous  suits  for  debt.  Beyond 
such  trifling  infractions  of  the  law  as  that  given  ; 
in  the  Harris  case,  the  writer  of  history  may  not 
go — the  old  books  should  be  bound  and  made  a 
part  of  the  records-of  Wood  county. 

Members  of  Old  and  Xeio  Bars. — The  first 
attorney  named  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
record  was  C.  J.  McCurdy,  the  prosecuting  at- 
torney, whose  permit  to  practice  is  not  a part  of 
the  record.  The  admissions  to  the  Bar  of  ^^’ood 
county  from  the  fall  term  of  that  court  in  1820 
to  the  fall  term  of  1840  are  noticed  as  follows: 
Thomas  W.  Powell,  Maumee,  Eleutherus  Cook, 

H Liron  county,  Ebenezer  Lane  and  Phillip  R. 
Hopkins,  in  October.  1820:  Charles  L.  Lanman, 
of  IMichigan,  Moses  B.  Corwin  and  Oliver  Over- 
ton,  in  1S22;  John  C.  Spink,  1831;  Jessup  W. 
Scott,  1833;  Sidney  Smith  and  Willard  \ . \\’ay, 
1834;  fMr.  Kinney,  1835,  semi-lawyer);  Isaac 
Stetson,  1835;  Andrew  Coffinberry,  Henry  Reed, 
James  Purdy,  Albion  X.  OIney  and  Henry  C. 
Stowell,  in  1837. 

P'rom  1826  to  1840,  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
session  at  Perrysburg,  admitted  the  following 
named  attorneys  to  its  Bar:  Silas  Lee  and  Wol- 

cott Lawrence,  1826;  James  A.  Scranton,  1827; 
Orris  Parrish  and  David  Higgins,  1829;  P'red- 
erick  Lord  and  John  C.  Champiin.  1835;  Eran- 
cis  H.  Gillett,  Samuel  M.  Young  and  Emery  D. 
Potter,  1836:  Henry  Darling,  Samuel  B.  Camp-» 
bell,  Daniel  P'.  Cook  and  Henry  Bennett,  1837; 
David  Allen,  Joseph  Utley,  Josiah  G.  Abbott  and 
Joshua  B.  Davis,  1839;  and  James  M.  Coffin- 
berry,  1840. 

In  many  cases  the  admissions  were  mere  for- 
mal permits  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  W'ood 
county,  and  even  this  formality  was  not  observed 
in  all  cases.  In  the  “twenties"  and  early 
“thirties,"  such  lawyers  as  William  Dougherty, 
Rodolphus  Dickinson,  Charles  Ewing,  Henrv 
Cooper  I'of  P'ort  Wayne,,  Charles  Robey,  James 
Lee  Gage,  Jonath.an  E.  Champiin,  George  W. 
Ewing,  David  A.  Colerick  (of  P'ort  Ykiyne)  and 
C\rus  Lee  Gage  practiced  here  without  a per- 
mit, so  far  as  the  records  tell.  Later  in  th.e 
“thirties,"  John  M.  May,  Janies  G.  Hale\\ 
David  Allen,  Horace  Sessions,  Willis  Silliman. 
Hezekiah  L.  Hosnier,  Nathan  Rathburn,  Horace 
F.  W aite,  Henr\’  S.  Cornmager,  .Morrison  K. 
WMite,  Caleb  P'.  .\bbott,  Richard  Cook.  George 
B.  Way,  1).  O.  Morton  and  Patrick  G.  Goode 


practiced  in  the  courts  of  Wood  count}  ; but 
there  is  nothing  of  record  to  point  out  th.e  date 
of  their  formal  admission  to  the  Bar  of  this 
countv. 

H ezekiah  L.  Plosrner,  the  old  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  later  chief  justice  of  Montana  Terri- 
torv,  in  his  reminiscences  of  Perrysburg  (written 
in  1862),  speaks  as  follows  of  the  lawyers  whom 
he  found  at  Perrysburg,  when  he  settled  there: 

“There  is  no  portion  of  the  twenty-five  years 
that  I passed  in  the  Maumee  \’alley  filled  with 
more  agreeable  associations  than  the  ten-years' 
residence  at  Perrysburg.  My  partner,  the  late 
John  C.  Spink,  was  the  oldest  resident  practi- 
tioner on  the  river — a good  law)-er,  of  abundant 
resources  as  an  advocate:  a cute,  sharp  intellect; 
and  aside  from  his  professional  accomplishments, 
one  of  the  most  genial,  kind-hearted  gentlemen  I 
ever  knew.  His  generosity  to  all  knew  no  limit, 
save  that  of  his  contracted  means,  and  alwavs 
kept  him  poor.  Indeed,  his  very  ‘failings  leaned 
to  virtue's  side.  ’ These  characteiistics  surrounded 
him  with  friends,  but  failed  to  increase  his  store: 
and  he,  though  ambitious  of  his  professional  rep- 
utation, and  of  political  preferment,  cared  little 
, for  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  He  was  fond  of 
i conviviality  and  mirth,  and  always  contributed 
his  share  of  humor  to  enliven  the  leisure  hours 
I of  our  varied  circuit  experience.  We  were  sure 
of  a jovial  evening  when  Spink  was  with  us.  He 
was  full  of  anecdote  and  fun,  and  possessed  a fine 
vein  of  quaint  humor,  which  was  e\  er  at  his  com- 
mand, and  made  him  a ver\'  enjoyable  compan- 
ion. He  was  the  soul  of  honor,  and  scorned  a 
mean  action  with  all  the  bitterness  of  an  intense 
nature.  A western  man  in  birth  and  breeding, 
he  exemplified  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellows 
i those  hearty,  hospitable  and  ilisinterested  (|uali- 
ties  of  character  common  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  western  States.  His  practice — a 
good  one  for  the  time — was  in  the  courts  of 
W'ood,  Lucas,  Sandusky  and  Yhlliams  counties, 
and,  after  Lucas  and  Yhlliams  were  divideil,  in 
P'ulton  and  Defiance.  The  other  resident  law- 
yers in  Perrysburg,  when  I went  there,  were  Ben- 
nett Y Campbell,  Isaac  Stetson,  Henry  C.  Stow- 
ell, ami  Willard  Way.  Joseiih  Utley  and 
.■\lbion  Nh  OIney,  also  resiiients,  had  been  ad- 
mitted but  were  not  in  practice.  I formed  a 
pleasant  professional  acquaintance  with  all  of 
these  gentlemen,  ami  with  some  of  them  tluit 
aciiuaintance,  as  I am  happy  to  believe,  ripened 
into  life-long  frieiulshi[-).  Bennett  X Canqibell 
and  Henry  C.  Stowell  are  the  sole  sur\ Ivors  of 
the  number. " 

Samuel  M.  Young  is  now  a resident  of  Tole- 
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do;  Eaiery  D.  Potter  died  there  February  12, 
1896,  in  his  ninety-second  year.  James  M,  Cof- 
finberry  died  at  Cleveland  in  recent  years,  and 
Henr}'  Bennett  died  at  Toledo  in  1S87;  so  that 
only  the  one  member  of  the  Old  Bar  remains. 
Judge  Potter  had  been  postmaster,  collector  of 
customs,  common  pleas  judge,  served  in  both 
branches  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a rep- 
resentative in  Congress  in  1851,  where  he  led  the 
fight  for  a reduction  of  postage  to  three  cents  in- 
stead of  from  five  to  twenty-five  cents,  according 
to  distance.  Objection  being  made  in  the  House 
to  the  reduction  to  three  cents  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  making  change  he  inserted  in  the  bill 
a section  authorizing  the  coinage  of  the  silver 
three-cent  piece,  which  remained  until  repealed 
by  the  coinage  law  of  1873. 

Asher  Cook,  the  first  judge  of  probate,  was 
admitted  as  an  actorne}’  in  1849,  and  about  the 
same  time,  William  H.  Hall,  James  Mefford,  the 
inventor,  and  William  H.  Hopkins,  practiced 
here.  D.  M.  McKinley,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and 
John  Mastin,  were  here  in  1855-58.  James 
Murray,  who  was  Ohio’s  attorney-general  in  1S61 
and  1S62,  maybe  named  among  the  lawjers  of 
the  middle  period,  with  Henry  H.  Dodge,  judge  of 
common  pleas  for  ten  years;  John  E.  McGowen, 
who  resigned  the  office  of  prosecutor  to  become  a 
soldier  in  1862;  Edwin  Tuller,  of  Tontogany: 
B.  W.  Johnson,  E.  M.  Colver,  J.  B.  Spafford, 
George  X.  Parsons,  who  died  in  1867;  John  A. 
Shannon  (who  died  at  Mason,  Mich.),  Josiah 
F.  Price,  Samuel  B.  Price,  J.  M.  Hord,  George 
Strain,  M.  B.  Dovle,  L.  Fuller,  Patrick  S.  Slevin 
(who  died  in  1895;,  Francis  Hollenbeck,  and 
John  H.  Reid,  deceased;  W.  R.  Bryant  of 
Prairie  Depot  (1S63);  James  R.  Tyler,  who  died 
at  Perrysburg;  'A’illiam  H.  Gorrill  (who  grad- 
uated with  the  Michigan  University  law  class  of 
1862,  and  died  in  California  in  1S74);  Peter  Bell 
and  D.  K.  Hollenbeck,  of  Perr\’sburg,  were  law- 
yers in  the  Wood  county  courts  between  the  close 
of  the  pioneer  period  and  March,  1S67,  when 
many  of  them  signed  the  resolutions  on  the  death 
of  George  X.  Parsons. 

Willard  \\'a\’  was  a native  of  Springfield, 
X.  Y.,  born  in  1807,  and  his  early  life  was  passed 
on  a farm.  He  was  graduated  from  Union  Col- 
lege, and  then  l>egan  the  study  of  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  Bangs  A;  Haskell,  at  Le  Roy,  X.  Y.,  and 
completed  his  study  under  Payne  A:  Wilson,  in 
Paynesville,  Ohio.  He  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  latter  State  in  1832,  and  from  this 
date  he  soon  became  and  was  widely  known  as 
an  honored  member  of  that  profession.  He  set- 
tled in  the  practice  of  law  at  Perr}  sburg  in  1834. 


His  death  occurred  August  25.  1S75.  His  at- 
tachment for  the  village  of  Ins  adoption  was  great 
I and  he  proved  one  of  its  greatest  benefactors,  be- 
queatliing  to  it  upward  of  $15,000  for  the  estab- 
lishing and  maintaining  of  a Public  Library.  In 
his  younger  life  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  served  as  the  prosecuting  attorney  for  the 
county. 

Judge  Asher  Cook  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
but  in  early  childhood  came  to  Ohio  with  his  par- 
ents, who  located  for  a time  in  Richland  county, 

, then  settled  at  Perrysburg.  He  learned  the 
' trades  of  a stone  mason  and  plasterer,  and  for  a 
short  time  followed  them.  He  also  served  for  a 
time  as  a-comrnon  sailor  on  the  lakes.  His  am- 
bition and  thirst  for  knowledge,  however,  soon 
; led  him  into  a higher  and  broader  sphere  of  use- 
fulness. ^^hthout  means,  other  than  the  earnings 
j of  his  daily  labor,  he  acquired  a thorough  knowl- 
! edge  of  the  common  branches  of  learning,  as  well 
I as  several  of  the  higher,  and  he  had  a special 
liking  for  the  study  of  languages.  Y’ithout  the 
benefit  of  a college  training,  he  was  able  to  read, 
with  ease,  Latin,  French,  German  and  .Spanish. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1849.  In  the 
I practice  he  was  associated  with  and  pitted  against 
; the  ablest  lawyers  in  northwestern  Ohio,  and  was 
second  to  none  of  them  in  ability  and  knowledge 
of  the  law.  The  late  Chief  Justice  W'aite  once 
said  of  him:  "In  knowledge  and  understanding 

of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law,  Asher  Cook 
has  no  equal  in  the  Maumee  \'alley."  Immedi- 
ately on  his  admission  to  the  Bar  our  subject  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  his  county,  and. 
in  1852,  was  elected  probate  judge.  From  1 S62 
to  1864  he  represented  WMod  and  Ottawa  coun- 
ties in  the  Fifty-fifth  General  Assembly  of  Ohio. 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  convention  which  nom- 
inated Gen.  Grant  for  the  Presidency  in  1 868. 
In  1873,  he  was  elected  to  the  convention  to  re- 
vise the  State  Constitution,  and  was  made  chair- 
: man  of  its  committee  on  education.  He  showed 
marked  ability  in  the  deliberations  and  debates  of 
the  convention,  and  was  recognized  as  among  the 
best  constit!itional  law'yers  iii  that  body  of  able 
men.  Throughout  his  professional  and  political 
career  Judge  Cook's  great  ability,  his  unquestion- 
able integrity,  his  genial  courtesy  and  fairness, 
won  for  him  the  profound  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  associates  and  competitors. 

Judge  Henry  H.  Dodge  is  a natne  of  the 
State  of  Xcw  York,  born  in  1830;  was  grailuated 
from  St.  fohn  College,  Xew  York  Cit\-,  in  1849. 
and  two  years  later  began  the  study  of  law  with 
\’ictory  Birdseye,  of  Pompey,  X.  Y.  In  the  fall 
of  1852  he  came  to  Perrysburg,  and  finished  his 
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preparation  for  the  Bar  in  the  office  of  Spink  (S: 
Murray,  and  was  admitted  in  1835.  After  his 
adnussion  he  went  into  partnership  with  James 
Murray,  Mr.  Spink  havin,”'  died,  and  continued  in 
practice  with  him  until  Mr.  Murray  was  elected 
attorney  general  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Dodge  then 
formed  a partnership  with  James  R.  Tyler,  which 
lasted  until  1869.  Subsequently,  he  was  fora 
short  time  a partner  with  Edson  Goit,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  now  deceased,  and  later  was  asso- 
ciated in  practice  with  Jasher  Pillars.  In  1887 
he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  was  on  the  Bench  for  ten  years, 
making  an  enviable  record  for  judicial  ability. 
On  his  retirement  in  iSSS,  he  resumed  his  law- 
practice,  forming  a partnership  with  John  W. 
Canary,  and  is  the  oldest  practicing  member  on 
the  Wood  county  roll. 

John  H.  Reid  was  a native  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  Pittsburg,  in  1S23.  He 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  but  not  content  w-ith 
this  vocation,  and  with  a limited  education,  he, 
by  his  own  efforts,  worked  his  way  through  col- 
lege, graduating  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  then  read 
law  at  P'indlay,  Ohio,  and  on  being  admitted  to 
the  Bar  located  in  the  practice  at  Delta,  P'ulton 
county,  this  State,  and,  in  1851,  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county.  He  re- 
mained there  until  in  1S33,  when  he  located  at 
Perrysburg.  He  served  the  people  of  the  latter 
place  as  postmaster,  and  during  the  war  organ- 
ized and  was  nrade  captain  of  Co.  D,  8'6th 

0.  Vh  I.,  and  later  was  quartermaster  of  the 
144th  Regiment,  O.  V.  I.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  Capt.  Reid  resumed  his  practice  at  Perrys- 
burg, and  at  the  time  of  the  contest  over  the 
county  seat,  he  was  retained  on  the  side  of  Bow-l- 
ing Green,  whose  interests  he  heartily  espoused 
and  earnestly  defended.  Later  he  removed  to 
Bowling  Green.  His  death  occurred  November 

1,  1885. 

Francis  Hollenbeck,  deceased,  was  a native 
ef  the  State  of  New-  York,  born  in  1809.  In 
1847  he  located  at  Perrysburg,  this  county,  and 
here  lived  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  1S94. 
In  his  early  life  he  was  a new-spaper  writer,  and 
for  a time  was  managing  editor  of  the  Tolain 
Blade.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Per- 
rysburg  school  in  1848.  In  1856  hs  w-as  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  for  upward  of  a quarter 
of  a century  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Wood  County  Bar. 

Judige  Edwin  Tuller  was  a native  of  Delaware 
county,  Ohic),  born  in  1S21.  He  was  a mer- 
chant and  business,  man  before  he  became  a 
lawyer.  He  began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of 


James  Coffinberry,  of  Maumee,  and  in  1S65  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  was  appointed  probate 
judge  in  1S63,  and  was  twice  elected  to  that 
office.  Subsequently  he  was  associated  in  the 
practice  of  law  with  james  R.  Tvler.  He  was 
active  in  politics,  and  for  thirteen  terms  served  as 
a justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  prostmaster  at 
Otsego  for  several  years.  His  death  occurred  at 
Tontogany,  August  29,  1896. 

From  1868  to  1878  the  majority  of  the  senior 
members  of  the  present  Bar  settled  in  the  county. 
S.  W.  Clay,  who  died  about  ten  years  ago,  and 

E.  H.  Hull,  who  moved  to  Bryan,  Texas, 
selected  Bowling  Green  as  a prlace  of  res- 
idence in  1867.  In  1868,  John  W.  Canary  and 
Henry  S.  Siple  came,  and  Mh  A.  Benschoter 
was  admitted  that  year.  Seth  H.  Fairchild  and 
Henry  A.  Lease  were  admitted  in  1869.  Early 
in  the  ‘ 'seventies"  the  names  of  Simon  P.  Harrison, 
James  O.  Troup,  Frank  A.  Reid,  J.  R.  Swigert 
Jasher  Pillars,  J.  dl.  Hord,  Robert  Dunn  and 
Robert  S.  Parker  were  enrolled  as  members  of 
the  Bar.  Edson  Goit  had  moved  to  Bowling 
Green,  where  he  died  in  1880.  Elam  Day  was 
at  W'eston  or  Grand  Rapids;  R.  I.  Campbell 
located  here  in  1876;  Guy  C.  Nearing  began 
practice  at  Bowling  Green  the  same  year;  H.  E. 
Averill  came  in  1877:  P'rank  A.  Baldwin  fjcated 
at  Weston  in  1S77;  Benjamin  L.  Abbotc,  George 
Smith,  Andrew  D.  Stewart  (now  of  Toledo  , 
Geo.  R.  Miller,  Henry  S.  Bunker,  William  H. 
Harris  and  Albion  E.  Lang  were  admitted  here 
in  1878;  J.  C.  Elder  (now  of  Deshler)  in  1879: 
while  William  B.  McCarty,  D.  Mh  H.  Day. 
Thomas  Meehan,  A.  M.  Treadwell,  G.  P. 
Thompson  and  L.  K.  Parks,  were  resident  attor- 
neys of  YTod  county  prior  to  1880.  Judge  Dodge. 
Canary,  P'airchild,  Troup,  Reid.  Dunn,  Parker. 
Baldwin,  Nearing,  Abbott,  Parks,  McCart}',  Har- 
rison, Bierh'  and  Thompson  belong  to  the  Bar  of 
the  present  time.  N.  R.  Harrington,  Benjamin 

F.  James,  Rufus  B.  Moore,  .\ndrew  J.  Mears.  Ira 
C.  Taber,  A.  R.  Campbell,  Edward  Beverstock. 
Leander  C.  Cole.  Perry  J.  Chase,  W.  'S. 
Haskell,  C.  R.  Painter,  Thomas  F.  Conley. 
Joe  Baird,  Datus  R.  Jones,  E.  G.  Mc- 
Clelland, E.  M.  Fries  and  A.  B.  Murphy, 
who  located  here  within  the  last  fifteen 
years,  are  known  as  residents  of  Bowling  Green; 
Thomas  N.  Bierl_\-  (also  of  Toledo),  and  J.  P. 
Hoyman,  of  Pemberville;  D.  K.  Hollenbeck  and 
M.  Bowers,  of  Perrysburg;  Christopher  C.  Lay- 
man, of  Woodvilh';  Simon  P.  Harrison,  E.  R 
De.in,  E.  H.  W'estenhaver,  William  .\nderson. 
l'raid<  Taylor  and  W’.  H.  .Mc.Millan,  of  North 
Baltimore;  Daniel  C.  Bemis,  of  Haskins;  G.  P. 
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Thompson,  of  Weston:  George  Fries,  of  Jerry 
City;  Lewis  C.  Edgar,  of  Prairie  Depot;  (j.  C. 
Shefiler,  of  Kisingsun,  and  Jesse  Stepliens,  of 
Fostoria,  are  well  known  members  of  the  Bar. 

Edson  Goit  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York  in  iSoS,  and  before  he  was  of  age  came  to 
Ohio,  and  at  Tiffin  read  law  under  the  direction  of  1 
Abel  T.  Rawson,  and,  after  adniission  to  the 
Bar.  located  in  the  practice  at  Findlay,  where, 
in  the  course  of  time,  he  became  extensiveh'  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  in  connection  with 
his  profession.  Later  in  life  INIr.  Cioit  located  in 
Wood  county,  and  for  many  years  was  a promi- 
nent and  successful  member  of  the  Wood  County 
Bar.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  an  infant, 
and  he  had  few  opportunities  to  improve  his 
mind  by  the  aid  of  books;  but  such  chances  as 
presented  themselves  he  availed  himself  of,  and 
by  the  time  he  was  twenty  years  old  he  was 
capable  of  teaching.  He  was  a man  of  great 
force  and  strength  of  character,  and  of  great 
energy,  and  made  a success  of  life.  It  is  said  of 
him  b)’  all  his  clients,  that  he  would  not,  for  the 
sake  of  money,  encourage  litigation.  In  his  pro- 
fessional capacity  he  was  a peace-maker  among 
men,  always  counseling  the  settlement  of  diffi- 
culties without  going  into  court  if  it  was  consist- 
ent with  the  honor  of  both  parties.  He  was  a 
sincere  friend,  and  in  his  most  prosperous  days 
never  forgot  those  who  were  his  friends  at  the 
beginning  when  he  was  poor.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1880. 

II . A.  I ^ease  is  a native  of  Ohio;  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Califor- 
nia in  i86f;  served  by  appointment,  as  district 
attorney  for  Colusa  county.  Cal.,  for  one  term, 
returned  to  Ohio  in  1 866,  and  in  1867  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  in  Ohio,  and,  in  1869,  located  at 
Bowling  Green.  He  was  enrolling  clerk  of  the 
Ohio  Senate  for  the  sessions  of  1872-3. 

S.  P.  Harrison  is  a native  of  this  State,  born 
in  1849;  read  law  in  the  office  of  Watson  A 
Strong,  of  Norwalk.  Ohio,  and  later  entered  the 
law  department  of  Michigan  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1872,  and  located  in 
the  practice  at  Bowling  Green.  He  remaineti 
here  for  some  twelve  years,  and  after  an  absence 
of  several  years  from  the  State,  returned  and 
located  at  North  Baltimore,  of  which  he  became 
the  first  city  solicitor,  elected  in  1890.  He  had 
served  as  mayor  of  Portage  in  i 870  and  ’71,  and 
as  a justice  of  the  [leace  in  Bowling  Green  in 
1874,  ’75  and  ’76. 

James  O.  Troup  is  a native  of  Scotland,  bo^n 
in  Aberdeen:  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 

Asher  Cook,  in  Perrvsburg,  and  was  admitted  to 
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the  Bar  in  this  county  in  April,  1873.  He  re- 
sided in  Perrj'sburg  in  the  practice  of  the  law 
u’ltil  1880,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in 
Bowling  Green,  and  followed  his  profession,  in 
w'hich  he  is  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged. 

Judge  Guy  C.  Nearing  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
raised  on  a farm  in  this  his  native  county.  He 
began  the  study  of  the  law  in  1873  with  Col. 
John  A.  Shannon,  in  Bowling  Green,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1876,  and  then  located  in 
the  practice  at  Bowling  Green.  He  has  served 
this  city  as  city  solicitor,  and  is  now  serving  his 
second  term  as  probate  judge  of  Wood  county. 

Robert  S.  Parker  is  a native  of  Ohio.  He  at- 
tended the  pubic  schools  at  Findlat'  until  twelve 
years  of  age.  In  early  youth  he  learned  the 
cigar-makers  trade,  which  he  followed  seven 
years,  during  part  of  wffiich  time  he  also  attendeii 
school.  He  began  reading  law'  at  Findlay,  Ohio, 
with  Shaffer  Bros.,  then  under  the  direction  of 
his  father.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  .April, 
1876,  and  at  once  began  practice  at  North  Bal- 
timore in  partnership  with  William  H.  Anderson, 
and  in  Septendier  of  the  same  year  located  in 
Bowling  Green.  The  first  year  he  practiced 
alone,  and  then  became  associated  with  Col. 
John  A.  Shannon  under  the  firm  name  of  Shan- 
non & Parker,  which  firm  continued  about  two 
years.  In  1S90  Mr.  Parker  became  associated 
with  R.  B.  Moore,  and  the  partnership  lasted 
i some  five  years,  since  which  time  he  has  prac- 
ticed with  E.  M.  Fries.  During  the  twent}' 
years  of  his  active  professional  life,  he  has  never 
missed  a term  of  court  in  Wood  county.  He 
served  as  prosecuting  attortiey  of  the  county 
two  terms,  and  he  was  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
lican parly  for  judge  of  tfie  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  but  failed  of  election.  In  the  fall  of  1894 
he  was  endorsed  by  the  Wood  county  delegation 
for  representative  in  Congress,  but  was  defeated 
in  the  convention. 

Frank  A.  Reid  is  a native  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  a son  of  John  H.  Reid,  w hose  sketch  ap- 
piears  abo\e.  He  was  graduated  from  the  law- 
school  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  in  1877,  and  located 
in  the  practice  in  this  county,  becoming  asso- 
ciated with  his  father. 

Frank  A.  Baldwin  was  born  in  the  State  of 
I New  York,  attended  for  a time  the  liighsclk'ol  at 
! Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Eastman  Business  College,  at 
; Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.  Later  he  was  prepared  ivw 
the  Bar  uiuler  the  direction  of  |.  K.  Tyler,  ot 
Porrysbiirg,  and  McCauley  N Pennington.  <4 
i Tiffin,  and  was  admitted  in  April.  1S77.  In 
, June  of  the  same  year  he  began  practice  at 
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Weston.  A few  months  later  he  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  W'ood  county. 

Thomas  N.  Bierly  is  a native,  of  Center 
county,  Penn.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Wood 
county,  this  State,  and  read  law  at  Perrysburg, 
under  Janies  R.  Tyler.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1877,  and  opened  an  office  for  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Pemberville.  Mr.  Bierly 
served  as  mayor  of  the  latter  village  several 
terms,  and  was  once  a candidate  for  prosecuting 
attorney  for  the  county,  but  was  defeated  at  the 
election.  In  1S95  he  located  in  Toledo,  where 
he  opened  an  office. 

B.  L.  Abbott,  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in 
this  State,  though  his  early  life  was  passed  in 
Michigan.  He  began  the  study  of  law  at  Bowl- 
ing Green  with  an  uncle.  Philander  Abbott,  and 
some  years  later,  in  August,  1878,  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  He  began  practice  with  Edwin 
Goit,  a former  preceptor,  which  partnership 
lasted  until  the  latter’s  death.  Mr.  x^bbott  was 
elected  mayor  of  Bowling  Green,  in  1886,  and 
for  more  than  thirteen  consecutive  years  has 
been  a justice  of  the  peace. 

Abel  Comstock  is  a native  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  grew  up  near  Bowling  Green, 
to  which  place  the  family  removed  in  his  youth. 
He  was  prepared  for  the  Bar  by  Col.  j.  A. 
Shannon,  with  whom  he  afterward  formed  a part- 
riership,  which  continued  until  in  18S6.  He  began 
his  law  studies  in  1879,  and  has  given  especial  at- 
tention to  pension  claims.  He  has  been  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Bowling  Green  since  1S90. 

William  S.  Haskell,  recently  mayor  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  and  of  the  law  firm  of  Mears  & 
Haskell,  is  a native  of  Michigan;  received  a lib- 
eral education,  having  been  graduated  in  a class- 
ical course  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in 
1872,  and  in  August,  1877,  came  to  Bowling 
Green.  From  1877  to  1883  Mr.  Haskell  was 
the  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
latter  city.  He  afterward  read  law  with  Cook 
& Troup,  and  in  1885  was  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
and  since  1894  has  been  associated  in  the  prac- 
tice with  Mr.  Mears. 

Lewis  C.  Edgar,  of  Prairie  Depot,  is  a native 
of  Ohio,  and  before  coming  to  the  Bar  was  for 
many  years  a school  teacher.  He  read  law  at 
Toledo  and  at  Fostoria.  Ohio,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1882,  and  located  in  the  pjractice  at 
Bowhng  Green,  Ohio,  and  there  remained  until 
1887,  when  he  removed  to  Prairie  Depot. 

Ira  C.  Taber  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  this 
State.  He  was  graduated  in  1882  from  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Bowling  Green,  and  at  once  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Frank  A.  Baldwin 


of  that  city.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  Cin- 
cinnati Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1885.  He  at  once  began  practice  at  Bowling 
Green,  and  is  now'  the  senior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Taber  & Painter,  of  the  latter  city. 

Frank  Taylor,  of  North  Baltimore,  is  a native 
of  Maryland.  He  came  to  Ohio  with  his  father 
in  his  youth,  and  was  here  educated.  For  a 
time  he  attended  Heidelberg  College  at  Tiffin, 
and  the  College  at  Oberlin.  Later  he  was  oc- 
cupied as  a school  teacher  in  his  native  State, 
and  in  1878  took  charge  of  the  public  schools  at 
North  Baltimore.  Fie  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  1 886,  and  has  since  followed  the  legal  profes- 
sion at  that  place. 

Benjamin  F.  James  was  born  near  Mt.  Gilead. 
Ohio,  and,  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  em- 
ployed on  his  father’s  farm.  He  was  a student 
i at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Dennison  Uni- 
versity and  the  Chicago  University,  at  which  lat- 
1 ter  he  was  graduated  in  1S84  at  the  age  of  twen- 
I ty-one,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  took  a 
; post-graduate  course  and  law  studies  at  Yale  Col- 
I lege,  receiving  the  degree  in  1887  of  LL.  B.  In 
I October  of  that  year  he  began  the  practice  of 
; law  in  partnership  with  Judge  Nearing,  of  I^owling 
; Green,  and  later  became  associated  in  the  prac- 
! tice  w'ith  his  present  partner,  Edward  Beverstock, 

; the  firm  being  styled  James  N Beverstock,  and 
j has  offices  both  in  Bowling  Green  and  in  Toledo. 

Ohio,  the  Toledo  location  being  in  the  Spitzer 
‘ Building.  In  1890,  Mr.  James  was  chosen  vice- 
I president  of  the  Ohio  Republican  League,  and  a 
I year  later  a vice-president  of  the  National  League. 

! In  1890  he  was  elected  city  solicitor,  and  in 
j 1891  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
! Ohio. 

I Edward  Beverstock,  the  junior  member  of 
I the  law  firm  of  James  N Beverstock,  is  a native 
j of  Ohio,  born  in  Wood  county.  He  w'as  reared 
I on  a farm,  and  in  1889  completed  a classical 
I course,  and  was  graduated  from  Oberlin  College 
j with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  was  subsetiueiuly 
j graduated  from  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  re- 
I ceiving  the  degree  of  LL.  F5.  in  1891,  and  in 
1 June  of  that  year  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 
i A.  B.  Murphy,  prosecuting  attorney  of  Wood 
I count}’,  is  a native  of  this  State.  He  was  gradu- 
I ated  in  the  scientific  course  from  the  Ohio  \\’es- 
, leyan  University,  at  Delaw'are  in  1885.  with  the 
I degree  of  A.  B.  In  1884,  he  won  the  college 
prize  for  oratory,  and  in  I'ebruary,  1885,  took 
the  second  place  among  eight  contestants  in  the 
State  oratorical  contest  in  Oberlin.  He  began  the 
study  of  law  with  John  S.  Jones,  of  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and,  in  1886,  entered  the  senior  class  of 
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the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  and  graduated  the 
following  year.  In  the  fall  of  1S87,  he  located 
at  Bowling  Green  and  began  practice.  In  No- 
vember, 1890,  he  was  appointed  mayor  to  sue-  j 
ceed  Andrew  Mears,  and  the  following  April  was 
elected  to  that  office.  He  was  re-elected  in 
1892,  but  resigned  to  take  the  office  of  prose- 
cuting attorney  January  I,  1894. 

L.  C.  Cole  is  a native  of  Ohio,  and  grew  to 
manhood  on  a farm  in  Jefferson  county.  Pie  at- 
tended college  at  Mount  Union  and  Richmond, 
and  afterward  read  law,  with  Judge  Robert  Mar- 
tin, of  Steubenville,  Ohio.  He  was  admitted  to  | 
the  Bar  in  1872,  at  Newark,  Ohio,  and  began  : 
the  practice  of  the  law  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  where  ! 
he  was  engaged  in  the  profession  until  in  April, 
1887,  when  he  came  to  Bowling  Green.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  city  solicitor  of 
Massillon,  and,  in  1884,  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  Stark  county,  in  which  he 
served  two  terms.  Mr.  Cole  is  connected  with  a 
number  of  business  enterprises.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Central  Committee  for  a num- 
ber of  years;  also  one  of  the  e.xecutive  committee 
for  several  years.  In  1894,  he  was  defeated  for 
probate  judge  of  this  county. 

N.  R.  Harrington  is  a native  of  Pickaway 
county,  this  State;  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Warren,  Ohio,  and  began  a business  j 
career  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Lima  Paper  Mills 
of  Lima.  Ohio.  He  later  became  secretary  and 
superintendent  of  the  mills.  He  resigned  in  1884, 
to  study  law,  which  he  did  in  the  office  of  his 
uncle,  C.  A.  Harrington,  of  Warren,  Ohio.  While 
pursuing  his  law  studies  he  served  as  deputy  clerk 
of  the  court.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
March,  1887,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing May  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Bowling 
Green.  In  1888  he  was  elected  city  solicitor  on 
the  Republican  ticket. 

Rufus  B.  Moore  is  a native  of  Ohio;  was  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  at  Gallon,  Ohio,  in 
1878,  with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class,  and 
also  with  the  same  grade  from  Otterbein  Univer- 
sity in  1883,  where  he  took  a classical  course. 
After  graduation  he  taught  one  year  in  the  gram- 
mar school  at  Bowling  Green.  He  then  went  to 
Kansas,  and  was  superintendent  of  schools  and 
high-school  teacher  at  Burden  for  two  years.  He 
returned  to  Bowling  Green  in  1886,  and  studied 
law  with  R.  S.  Parker,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  June,  1888,  and  immediately  after  fcmnied 
a partnership  with  that  gentleman,  which  contin- 
ued until  January  i,  1895.  Mr.  Moore  was  elected 
city  solicitor  of  Bowling  Green  in  .the  spring  of 


1892,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  in  that 
office. 

Thomas  F.  Conley,  of  Bowling  Green,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  business  college.  He  began  life  as 
a messenger  boy  in  the  freight  office  of  the  B.  & O. 
railroad,  from  which  position  he  rose  step  by 
step,  until  he  became  private  .secretary  to  the 
general  manager  of  the  road.  In  1890  he  be- 
came the  official  stenographer  for  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  at  Bowling  Green.  He  studied 
law  for  two  years  with  Messrs.  Cook  & Troup, 
and  afterward  attended  the  Law  School  of  the 
Cincinnati  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
w’ith  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 

E.  M.  Fries  is  a native  of  this  county.  After 
having  attended  the  district  schools  at  home,  he 
spent  two  years  in  the  academy  at  Fostoria,  and 
the  same  length  of  time  in  the  Ohio  Normal 
University  at  Ada.  He  fitted  himself  for  a civil 
engineer,  and  after  having  taught  one  year  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  L.  E.  & W.  R.  R. 
as  civil  engineer.  He  passed  upward  of  a year 
at  Seattle,  Washington,  as  a civil  engineer  for  a 
land  company.  Subsequently  he  returned  to 
Ohio  and  took  a course  of  law  in  the  Cincinnati 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1893  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  and  located  at 
Bowling  Green. 

John  S.  Hoyman  read  law  with  Thomas  W. 
Bierly,  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School  in  1894,  which  admitted  h'm  to  practice 
in  all  the  courts  of  Ohio.  On  his  admission  he 
formed  a partnership  with  his  former  preceptor 
which  lasted  until  August  i,  1S96,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  in  the  practice  alone. 

J.  R.  Tyler,  who  made  a reputation  as  a suc- 
cessful criminal  lawyer,  passed  away  only  a few 
years  ago.  Col.  Shannon  moved  to  Mason, 
Michigan,  where  he  died  only  recently;  C.  F. 
Lewis  was  at  WTston  in  the  "eighties."  C. 
Houston,  of  Risingsun,  moved  to  the  Indian 
Territory;  Jasher  Pillars  returned  toTiffin;C.  W’. 
Everett,  who  resided  near  Millgro\e,  resides  at 
Toledo;  Jason  Barbour  established  an  office  at 
Toledo,  and  is  prosecuting  attorney  of  Lucas 
county;  Thomas  H.  Tracy,  of  Millbury,  is  now 
an  attorney  of  Toledo;  Thomas  Meehan,  who 
was  here  in  the  ‘‘seventies,’’  was  ma\or  of  I'ind- 
lay,  Ohio,  in  1894;  W.  S.  Thurstin  is  a member 
of  the  Lucas  County  Bar;  C.  F.  Lewis  was  here 
in  1884;  R.  C.  Wilson  came  in  1885.  removed  to 
the  new  State  of  Washington  in  1888  or  1 889 
and  is  now  in  the  Senate  of  that  Commor.wealth ; 
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Fred  Hollenbeck  was  admitted  here,  but  moved 
to  the  State  o*  Washington;  K.  F.  Beausey,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Pemberville  schools,  was  ad- 
mitted in  March,  1895:  George  H.  Whthey,  now 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  began  practice  in  this 


count)',  and  L.  D.  Heller,  another  school  teach- 
er, now  a lawyer  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  ad- 
mitted here;  Clyde  R.  Painter,  who  studied  in 
Ira  C.  Taber’s  office,  is  one  of  the  most  recent 
additions  to  the  law  circle. 


CHAPTKR  XV. 


PoniTicAn  Status  of  Wood  County — The  Toledo  War-^Incidexts  coxxected  auKKEwiTir — 
The  Whigs  at  Fort  IMeigs — -Electioxs  ix  the  Couxty  up  to  1896 — Lists  or  National, 
State  axd  County  Officials. 


The  political  status  of  Wood  county,  down 
to  1 840,  was  scarcely  considered  by  can- 
didates for  State  or  National  ofiices.  Be- 
yond the  limits  of  Perrysburg,  the  can- 
vasser for  votes  seldem  strayed,  unless  indeed,  he 
considered  it  advisable  to  visit  the  enterprising 
towns  along  the  Western  Reserve  road.  To 
local  politicians,  however,  the  county  was  an 
open  book;  for  they  knew  all  the  nooks  where  a 
vote  rested,  and,  when  the  roads  or  trails  were 
passable,  directed  their  steps  to  secure  it.  ' For 
fully  twenty  years  after  its  organization,  the 
people  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  outside 
world.  Gen.  Harrison's  visit  to  Fort  Meigs,  in 
1840,  attracted  their  attention,  and,  by  degrees, 
the  Congressional,  Senatorial,  Representative 
and  Judicial  contescs  interested  them,  but  never 
distroyed  their  absorbing  interest  in  countv  and 
township  elections.  The  Toledo  War  irritated 
the  pioneers,  who,  in  the  sober  hours  after  the 
conflict,  speculated  on  their  narrow  escape  from 
civil  strife,  and  wondered  why  or  how  the  authur- 
ites.  elected  to  direct  their  affairs,  would  entail 
upon  them  such  risks.  From  1835  to  the  fall  of 
1839,  the  people  avoided  State  politics,  anil,  not 
a few,  looked  upon  the  State  officials  with  sus- 
picions of  theii  competency.  This  was  all  due 
to  the  trouble  with  Michigan. 

'! he  Toledo  War. — Tin's  ludicrous  hasco  is  an 
example  of  the  excess  to  which  the  individual  or 
people  of  one  State  may  go  to  rob  another  State 
of  its  territoi}'.  Ohio  played  this  game  on 
Michigan,  and  Illinois  on  \\'isconsin,  each  taking 
a strip  from  its  northern  neighbor  without  regard 
to  the  law,  only  with  regard  to  the  profits,  and 
each  building  a large  city  in  relative  positions, 
on  the  lake  shore  of  the  acquired  territory 

1 he  history  of  the  transaction  relates  only 


remotely  to  WTod  county,  but  there  are  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  it  which  justify  a men- 
^ tion  of  the  fiascc  in  these  pages.  A Wood 
county  citizen,  W.  \^'’ay,  wrote  a most  com- 
plete sketch  of  the  little  attempt  at  civil  war; 
Perrysburg  was  converted  into  an  armed  camp 
for  the  would-be  warriors,  among  whom  were 
many'  of  \Vood  county’s  old  settlers,  ready  to 
advance  against  the  soldiers  of  Michigan.  Ohio 
was  determined  to  hold  the  “ Six-Mile  Strip  . " The 
trouble  may  be  said  to  have  preceded  the  Act  of 
the  Ohio  Legislature,  February  23,  1835,  author- 
izing the  governor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners, for  running  the  north  line  of  the  State, 

! from  the  southern  extremity'  of  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  most  northerly  cape  of  the  Maumee  Bay. 
On  February  I2,  1835.  Michigan  Council 

passed  an  Act  to  prevent  the  organization  of  a 
foreign  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. On  March  31,  1835,  Gov.  Lucas  and 
tlie  boundary  commissioners,  appointed  by  him, 
arrived  at  Perr\’sburg  en  route  to  re-mark  the 
Harris  Line,  and,  about  the  same  time,  600 
militia,  under  Gen.  John  Bell,  of  the  Se\'enteenth 
Ohio  Militia  District,  went  into  camp  round  the 
old  Briti-h  Post,  known  as  Fort  Miami  or  Fort 
Campbell.  According  to  Judge  W'ays  history; 

Thi‘  force  consisted  of  rive  comnnnies  of  tlie  1st  revi- 
nient,  iM  hritjade  of  the  ITth  dnl^ion  of  iiiilitia,  under  thi- 
command  of  Col.  M.itliias  N'.mtleet.  The  caijlainsof  these 
companies  uere  J.  W.  Scott,  of  tlie  Perrishuru'  conUMny; 
Ste|ilu-n  S.  Ciilliert,  of  the  Maimii'e  companv;  John  Petrin- 
ger,  of  the  ^\  aterville  companv;  Fi  lton,  of  tlie  i die. id  C.an- 
p.mv,  and  (iranville  lones,  of  the  I.iic.is  guards,  .111  inde- 
pendent companv  at  Poledo.  Tliese  companie<  numheredi 
about  dun  men.  there  uas  also  a p.irt  of  a ri-.timent  from 
Sandusky  countv,  commanded  In  I.'-wis  Jeimmcs,  and.  a 
part  of  a regiment  from  Seiiei  .1  ,md  ICmcock  I'ountiis,  un- 
ih  r Command  of  t 'ol.  I'a  ish.  of  ’rittin.  'these  numbered 
about  ;!uu  mori-,  making  the  tot.d  force  l>uo  men.  1 am  un- 
able to  gi\  e tlie  partirul.irs  of  the  recruiting  of  ,m\  of  the 
companies  in  C.il.  \’antleet's  regiment,  i-xce[jt  that  of  C apt. 
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Scott.  Atcrccably  to  military  iKsai^fS,  he  employed  a drum- 
mer to  wake  U[i  tlie  martial  .spirit  of  the  mliahitaiits.  Instead 
■of  e.stal^iishing  hearlipiarters  at  some  piarticular  place,  he 
made  them  rove  up  and  down  nearly  the  whole  length  of 
P'ront  street,  in  Perrysliurg.  That  street  was  the  only  one, 
except  Louisi.ina  avenue,  that  contained  man}'  mhabitant.s. 

He  selected  a s[iot  some  distance  below  the  avenue,  and  one 
near  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  between  which  iIk/  drummer 
was  reejuired  to  beat  the  drum,  from  early  morning  until 
night.  The  drummer  was  a very  large  man  by  the  name  of 
Odle.  Pie  had  a brother  who  was  of  usual  .size;  but  the 
drummer  was  so  much  larger  than  his  brother,  that  he  went 
by  the  name  of  the  “ Big  Odle."  He  was  so  large,  that  while  ; 
marching  Iieating  a common-sized  drum,  the  drum  appearerl, 
in  comjiarison  of  size  with  him,  no  greater  than  one  of  those 
small  drums  in  toy  shops,  for  the  use  of  little  bovs,  would 
appear  in  the  hands  of  an  ordinary  sized  man.  He  wore  a 
two-story  white  felt  hat,  with  a narrow  brim;  but  by  long  use 
it  had  become  softened  and  the  crown  bulged  up  so  that  it 
was  really  a two-story  and  an  attic.  A strip  of  paper  with 
the  words  “ recruiting  for  the  war,"  in  large  letters  printed 
•on  it,  was  fastened  around  it.  His  coat  was  an  old  rifleman's  ! 
uniform  of  green  color,  trimmed  with  black  lace.  His  pants  ; 
were  domestic  cloth,  colored  with  oak  bark,  and  also  trimmed  ! 
with  black  lace  down  the  legs. 

Thus  equipped,  Otlle,  accompanied  by  a man  carrying 
the  American  flag,  marched  up  anil  down  the  street,  beating 
the  drum  with  great  vigor  from  morning  to  night.  This 
drumming  continued  for  several  days  in  succession.  In  the 
meantime  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Wooil  countv  com- 
menced its  session.  David  Higgins  was  presiding  judge.  | 
In  going  his  be;it  up  and  down  Front  street,  Odle  had  to  yiass  I 
by  the  court  house.  The  drumming  after  a while  became  ■ 
annoying  to  Judge  Higgins,  who  was  a very  nervous  man, 
and  Somewhat  irritable  at  times.  (_)ne  of  his  jieculiar  iirita- 
ble  moods  came  over  him  during  this  term  of  court.  He 
vented  his  feelings  by  jiitching  into  Cafit.  Scott's  drummer,  I 
instead  of  some  young  and  modest  member  of  the  Bar,  as  \ 
was  his  usual  custom.  Pie  ordered  the  sheriff  to  go  out  and  j 
■stop  that  drumming.  The  sheriff  went  to  Odle  and  told  him 
that  he  was  ordered  by  the  court  tostop  hisdrumming.  C)dle 
replied,  that  he  was  under  orders  and  piay  from  Capt.  Scott 
to  drum  for  recruits  for  the  war.  That  he  considered  it  his 
duty  to  obey  him  a»a  military  authority,  and  should  continue 
to  beat  the  drum  until  stopjjed  by  him:  or  until  he  was  satis- 
fied that  the  ci.uirt  hail  more  authority  than  Capt.  Scott.  He 
marched  on  beating  his  drum,  and  the  sheriff  went  into  the  ‘ 
court  room  to  re[iort.  The  Judge's  eyes  flashed  lightning 
when  he  heard  the  report.  The  sheriff  was  ordered  to  arrest  ' 
Odle  forthwith  and  bring  him  before  the  court,  and  also  sum-  ; 
mon  Capt.  Scott.  All  of  which  was  done  in  a few  minutes. 
Capt.  .Scott  was  interrogated  whether  this  man  Odle  was  dis- 
turbing the  court  under  his  orders.  The  Captain  replied  that  i 
Odle  was  beating  the  drum  under  his  orders,  having  received 
instructions  from  Col.  \’anfleet  to  employ  the  music  to  aid  in 
recruiting  volunteers  for  the  service  of  the  State.  He  further 
stated  that  Gov.  Lucas,  who  was  stofiping  at  Spafford's  Ex- 
change, had  sanctioned  his  jiroceedings  before  the  court  i 
commenced  its  session,  and  should  therefore  continue  the  ' 
music  until  stopped  by  Col.  \'anfleet  or  his  PIxcellencv.  The  : 
Judge  roared  out  in  a stentori.in  voice,  " Mr.  Sheriff,  take 
Capt.  Scott  and  his  music  organ  to  jail  and  lock  them  up. 
Mr.  Prosecuting  .Vttorney,  draw  up  an  information  against 
these  men  for  contempt  of  court,  and  have  the  case  reaily 
for  hearing  to-morrow  morning." 

I he  sheriff,  Jonas  Pratt,  made  a move  toward  executing  ' 
the  order.  C.ipt.  Scott  and  (*)dle  readily  followed  him  do'vn 
stairs  to  the  corner  of  the  building  where  there  was  a path  , 
leading  to  the  log  jail  on  the  back  end  of  the  lot.  Here  a i 
Stand  was  made.  The  sheriff's  authority  to  imprison  was 
re[)udiated.  The  Cajitain  informed  him  that  he  should  not 
sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  .St.ite  to  gratify  Judge  Higgins's 
assumed  authority.  That  in  the  emergenev  of  war,  when 
the  State  was  invaded  by  an  enemy,  the  militarv  authority,  ' 
on  which  the  .State  relies  for  protection,  is  par.imount  to  the  I 
civil  authority;  that  although  he  regretted  to  disturb  the  pro-  j 
ceedings  of  tlte  court,  yet  he  could  not  consent  to  the  enforce-  I 


ment  of  its  order  in  his  case.  He  gave  the  sheri.fi  to  under- 
stand, that  if  he  persisted  in  attempting  to  take  him  lo  jail, 
he  'would  then  an-d  tliere,  on  the  S[jot,  test  tlie  <p.’estion  of 
■power,  between  himself  and  the  court.  He  told  the  sherilY 
that  if  he  made  a single  move  further  to  imprison  him.  he 
would  declare  martial  law,  and  do  with  him  a.nd  Judge  Hig- 
gins as  Gen.  Jackson  did  with  Judge  Hall  at  Xew  Orleans, 
jiut  them  both  under  arrest.  “'I'hat  is  right;  that  is  right. 
Captain,"  saiil  Odle,  at  the  same  time  doubling  up  his  two 
hands  to  .about  the  size  of  elephant's  feet.  “That's  the  way 
to  talk.  Bully  for  you,  Captain.  Stand  off.  Sheriff  I " 

By  this  time,  there  was  a commotion  in  the  crowd  of  bv- 
‘ standers,  indicative  that  the  sheriff  would  have  a lively  time 
of  it,  in  getting  them  to  jail,  if  he  should  attempt  it  by  force. 
The  sheriff  retreated  up-stairs  to  the  court-room  as  soon  as 
’possible,  and  reported  what  had  taken  place  at  the  door 
below. 

The  Judge  never  said  a word  in  reply;  but  continued  in 
the  trial  of  the  case  on  hand,  as  if  nothing  unusual  had 
happened.  Without  losing  any  more  time,  Odle  slung  the 
1 drum  strap)  over  his  neck,  and  continued  his  march  and 
; music  as  before  upi  and  down  the  street.  After  some  little 
] time,  the  Judge  directed  the  sheriff  to  go  and  rind  Cajit. 
Scott  and  ask  him  if  he  would  be  so  good  as  to  order  thai 
music  to  some  back  street,  where  it  would  interfere  less  with 
the  court.  The  enthusiasm  for  enlisting  recruits  was  so 
great,  that  if  the  court  had  attempted  to  enfoi'ce  its  order,  it 
would  have  failed,  Capt.  Scott  acquired  so  much  popularity 
by  these  proceedings,  that  he  shortly  after  had  no  further 
; US':  for  'nis  drummer.  His  cornjiany  was  made  ui)  at  once, 
j Go\'.  Mason,  with  Gen.  Joseph  W.  Brown,  arrived  at  Toledo 
I with  a force  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  latter, 

' variously  estimated  from  8UU  to  1.200  men,  and  went  into 
camp),  ready  to  resist  any  advance  of  the  Ohio  authorities 
upon  the  disputed  territory  to  run  the  boundary  line  or  doing 
I other  acts  inconsistent  with  Michigan's  right  of  jurisdiction 
I over  it.  Gen.  Brown  had.  for  his  staff,  Capt.  Henry  Smith, 

: of  .Monroe,  inspector;  Maj.  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Constantine, 

! epuartermaster;  William  E.  Boardman,  of  Detroit  and  .-Upheus 
P'elch,  of  Momoe,  aids-de-camp.  The  two  governors,  hav- 
ing made  up)  an  issue  by  legislative  enactments,  found  them- 
selves confronted  by  a military  force  that  had  been  called 
out  to  enforce  their  respiective  legislatix'e  pileadings.  Gov. 
Mason,  reparesenting  the  tenant  in  possession,  was  content  to 
rest  at  his  ease.  Gov.  Lucas,  representing  the  plaintiff,  had  to 
; open  the  trial.  He  found  it  convenient  to  observe  a “mas- 
terly inactivity  " for  some  days. 

Nothing  prevented  war  but  the  arrival  of 
i Richard  Rusk  and  Col.  Howard  from  Washing- 
ton, who  came  as  peace  delegates  from  the  Presi- 
' dent.  They  proposed  that  the  Harris  Line  should 
be  re-marked  according  to  the  Act  of  the  Ohio 
Legislature;  but  that  the  residents  of  the  “ Si.\- 
Mile  Strip”  should  be  free  to  recognize  the 
i authority  of  the  State  and  Territory  according  to 
■ the  sympathies  of  each,  until  Congress  would 
settle  the  question.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
two  governors  accepted  this  solution;  but  it  had 
the  effect  of  permitting  the  militia  to  retire  to 
i their  homes  without  firing  a shot.  Michigan 
maintained  her  pretensions  until  August  CQ,  1S35, 

: when  Gov.  Mason  was  removed  and  Charles  Shalcr 
! appointed  in  his  place;  but  the  boundary-line 
troubles  continued  down  to  June  15,  when 

Congress  de.signated  the  Harris  Line  as  the 
' southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
j admitted  that  day. 

I This  boundary  trouble  arose  ovei  a strip  of 
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land  five  or  six  miles  wide,  which,  by  a survey 
made  by  William  Maris,  and  known  as  the 
“Haris  line,”  belonged  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
But,  according  to  another  line,  surveyed  by  John 
A.  Fulton,  and  known  as  the  “Fulton  line,”  it 
belonged  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  Bv  the 
“Fulton  line”  Toledo  and  the  north  part  of 
Lucas  county  would  now  be  in  Michigan.  As 
Lucas  was  then  a part  of  Wood,  or  rather  as 
there  was  no  Lucas  county.  Wood  was  right  in 
the  midst  of  the  “war.”  Army  headquarters 
weie  at  Perrysburg. 

The  Ordinance  of  1787  provided  that  the  line 
in  question  should  be  a line  extended  due  east 
from  the  South  end  of  Lake  Michigan.  It  is 
easy  to  see  that  there  might  be  considerable  room 
for  slight  variations.  Ohio  was  a State,  and  has 
votes  and  influence  in  Congress.  Michigan  was 
just  a Territory,  subject  to  the  action  of  Con- 
gress. Ohio  had  specified  her  boundary  lines  in 
her  Constitution;  she  was  no  doubt  in  the  wrong; 
but  while  the  Michigan  people  stood  manfully  for 
their  “rights,”  Congress  thought  best  to  recog- 
nize the  Haris  or  Ohio  line,  and  did  so,  but  as  a 
sop  tothe  wrathy  “ Wolverines  ” gave  them  what 
is  known  as  the  Upper  Peninsula,  and,  further, 
admitted  Michigan  to  Statehood. 

The  Whigs  at  Fort  Meigs. — The  Harrison 
meeting  at  Fort  Meigs  remains,  to-day,  one  of  the 
political  landmarks  of  Ohio.  The  idea  of  this 
dem.onstration  was  expressed  February  21,  1S40, 
at  Columbus,  when  a miniature  fort,  armed  with 
a brass  cannon,  cast  at  Toledo,  and  a few  iron 
pieces,  was  shown  to  the  Whigs,  then  present  to 
ratify  the  nominations  made  at  Philadelphia, 
December  4,  1839.  It  was  resolved  then  to  hold 
a great  meeting  at  Fort  Meigs  in  June,  1840. 

From  the  report  made  in  the  Perrysburg 
journals,  and  reprinted  in  a thousand  papers, 
pamphlets  and  books  since  that  time,  the  follow- 
ing story  of  the  meeting  is  taken:  It  was  de- 

cided that  a huge  log  cabin  should  be  erected 
upon  the  fort,  to  be  used  as  headquarters  by 
Gen  Harrison  for  reception  purposes.  One 
log  for  this  cabin  was  to  be  furnished  hy  each 
township  in  Wood  and  Lucas  counties.  The  first 
log  to  arrive  was  brought  from  the  neighborhood 
of  the  present  village  of  Swanton.  It  was  a fine 
stick  of  timber,  about  fifty  feet  in  length.  Its 
arrival  was  the  signal  for  a jollification.  The 
cannon  was  bought  and  taken  to  the  fort,  fol- 
lowed by  three  barrels  of  hard  cider.  The 
Whigs  of  Maumee  and  Pt;rrysburg  united  in  this 
demonstration,  which  lasted  until  the  evening, 
when  many  of  the  men  and  a host  of  boys  gave 


evidence  of  familiarity  with  these  barrels  of 
I cider. 

; The  next  day,  man}'  of  the  Whigs  visited  the 
: fort  to  see  the  log,  which  had  met  with  such  a 
! warm  reception  that  the  Democrats  had  gone  to 
I the  fort  in  the  night  and  stuck  said  log  into  the 
; well.  Not  only  this,  but  they  had  bored  a hole 
! in  the  end  of  the  log  which  projected  out  of  the 
well  about  five  feet,  then  had  got  a hickory  bush, 
shaved  the  end  to  fit  the  hole  in  the  log,  and  then 
planted  the  bush  in  the  log.  The  bush  was 
removed,  but  the  log  could  not  be  lifted  out  of 
the  well,  and  it  remains  there  to  this  day.  The 
parties  who  did  it  were  Charles  P'.  Wilson; 

I Henry  PI  wing;  Samuel  Bucher,  who  li\ed  in  a 
cabin  near  the  fort;  S.  D.  Westcott,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Perrysburg,  and  John  Westcott,  of 
Vanlue.  Just  how  so  few  men  could  plant  so 
large  a log  in  a well,  the  reader  will  be  curious 
to  know.  A man  by  the  name  of  Radway  lived 
on  the  farm  later  owned  by  F.  R.  Miller  lN  Co., 

' about  a half  mile  above  the  fort.  He  had  a pair 
I of  breachy  oxen,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  turning 
I them  upon  the  commons  in  their  yoke.  These 
‘ cattle  were  at  the  fort,  and  the  guerrillas  drafted 
' them  into  the  service.  Bucher  got  a log  chain, 

I the  oxen  were  hitched  to  the  log.  and  ir  was 
drawn  into  position,  the  butt  at  the  well  and  the 
other  end  resting  upon  the  embankment.  Thus 
: situated,  the  men  managed  to  raise  the  small  end 
and  slide  the  log  into  the  well, 
j The  Whigs  were  not  disccfliraged  by  this 
I little  episode,  but  the  logs  kept  coming  in  until 
: every  township  had  its  representative  for  the 
1 cabin.  The  logs  ranged  from  forty  to  sixty  feet 
in  length,  were  straight  as  an  arrow  and  smooth 
as  a ramrod.  The  Whigs  were  proud  of  their 
logs,  and  contemplated  the  beautiful  cabin  to  be 
made  of  them  with  great  satisfaction.  It  is  singu- 
lar that  the  fate  of  the  first  log  did  not  operate 
to  warn  the  W’higs  against  further  raids,  but 
they  evidently  thought  the  success  of  the  first 
venture  would  satisfy  their  enemies.  In  this 
the}'  were  deceived,  for  one  dark  night  men, 
armed  with  cross-cut  saws,  entered  the  fort  and 
cut  those  logs  into  old-fashioned  back  logs. 
Like  the  man  who  locked  his  stable  door  after 
the  horse  was  stolen,  the  Whigs  now  built  a 
bark  guard-house  and  hired  a man.  armed  with 
a shot-gun,  to  kee['>  watch.  Other  logs  were 
procured,  and  a huge  double  cabin  was  erect- 
ed. George  \\'.  Newton,  acting  in  the  ca- 
pacitv  of  master  builder,  John  C.  Sjfink.  julius 
Hlinn,  Judge  Hollister,  J.  W.  Smith,  uui  other 
Whigs  of  Perrysburg,  being  the  leading  spirits  in 
this  pre[)aratory  work  for  the  great  convention. 
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The  Fort  Meigs  demonstration  was  worthy  of  j 
the  campaign  of  1840.  In  fact,  everything  con-  ! 
sidered,  it  was  the  most  remarkable  political 
gathering  ever  witnessed  in  this  county.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  facilities  for  travel  were  very 
limited  at  that  time,  and  that  Fort  Meigs  was 
then  a point  on  the  frontier.  Notwithstanding 
these  facts,  the  crowd  assembled  w’as  estimated 
at  from  40,000  to  60,000  persons.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  there  were  50,000  people  at  the  fort  on 
the  iith  day  of  June,  1840.  They  came  from  ! 
all  parts  of  the  country,  in  all  manner  of  con-  | 
veyances.  Capt.  Wilkinson,  with  his  “ Commo-  : 
dore  Perry,”  escorted  sixteen  steamboats  up  the  1 
river,  all  loaded  to  their  utmost  capacity.  Men 
are  said  to  have  sold  their  last  cow  to  get  the 
means  to  take  them  to  that  convention.  Military 
companies  from  various  cities  were  present,  and 
a large  number  of  bands  furnished  music.  The 
processions  on  the  roads  leading  to  Perrysburg 
were  immense,  while  thousands  upon  thousands 
were  streaming  in  for  two  or  three  days  before 
the  demonstration,  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

A mock  siege  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  10th, 
and  the  cannonading  is  described  as  having  been 
sublimely  grand.  Every  house  at  Perrysburg 
and  Maumee  was  crowded  with  weary  men  who 
had  rode  in  buggies  and  wagons  hundreds  of 
miles.  Thousands  slept  upon  the  ground  in  the 
woods  adjoining  the  fort.  The  wells  in  the  upper 
portion  of  Perrysburg  were  soon  pumped  dry  in 
relieving  the  thirst  of  the  multitude.  Gen.  Har- 
rison was  present  and  while  in  Perrysburg  was 
the  guest  of  Judge  Hollister,  who  then  owned 
and  occupied  the  residence  now  owned  by  H.  E. 
Peck.  In  the  evening,  in  response  to  the  cails  of 
a great  crowd  of  people,  he  appeared  upon  the 
grounds  in  front  of  the  residence,  and  briefly 
addressed  the  multitude.  The  General,  Tom 
Ewing,  and  a large  number  of  other  distinguished 
Whigs  were  present,  and  addressed  the  people. 
Gen.  Harrison  passed  a portion  of  his  time  in 
Maumee,  the  guest  of  Judge  Forsyth.  Thus  was 
inaugurated  and  successfully  concluded  one  of  the 
greatest  political  demonstrations  ever  witnessed 
on  this  continent. 

The  vote,  cast  in  1840,  numbered  549  Whig 
and  519  Democrat,  or  1,068,  divided  as  follows: 
Perrysburg  township,  140  W.  and  64  I).;  Troy, 
44  W.  and  18  D.  ; Center,  28  W.  and  20  li. ; 
PTeedom,  22  W.  and  22  1).;  Middleton,  16  W. 
and  95  L). ; Portage,  u.  W.  and  91  I).  ; Washing- 
ton, 27  W.  and  43  I).;  Weston,  58  W.  and  32 
D.;  Henry,  7 W.  and  30  I).;  Milton.  13  W.  and 
5 D. ; Montgomer}-.  54  W.  and  44  I).;  Jackson, 

1 W.  and  10  D.,  and  Liberty,  21  W.  and  20  D. 


Harrison  was  then  the  Whig  and  Van  Buren  the 
Democratic  candidate,  both  receiving  about  one- 
tenth  of  the  vote  cast  in  1892  for  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  first  named  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  a political  descendant  of  the  second 
on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

In  1848,  the  county  gave  562  votes  for  Sea- 
bury  Ford  (W.),  and  557  for  J.  B.  Waller  (D.), 
candidates  for  governor;  626  for  John  C.  Spink 
(W.j,  and  471  for  James  Myers  (D.'i,  for  sena- 
tor;  575  for  Isaac  Van  Doran  (W.),  and  526  for  the 
Democratic  candidate  tor  representative;  574  for 
John  A.  Kelley  (W.),  and  529  for  Whitman  (D.), 
for  commissioner,  and  565  for  J.  W.  Ross 
and  552  for  Simmons  fD.),  for  coroner.  The 
Presidential  election  in  November  brought  out  a 
similar  vote;  but  in  April,  1850,  the  county  gave 
598  votes  to  John  E.  Hunt,  and  585  to  Charles  J. 
Orton,  being  27  and  21,  respectively,  nrore  than 
recorded  for  Spink  and  Rawson,  candidates  for 
delegates  to  the  Constitutional  Convention. 

The  elections  of  1850  show  475  votes  for 
W.  Johnston  fW.),  and  5 30  for  Reuben  Wood 
I'D.),  candidates  for  governor;  432  for  John  Kel- 
ley (W.),  and  463  for  James  Myers  (D.),  sena- 
torial candidates;  391  for  Samuel  Treat  (W.), 
and  589  for  Eber  Wilson  fD. ;,  for  representa- 
tive; 418  for  Whlliam  Campbell  (W  . ),  and  541 
for  John  Groves  (D.  i,  for  commissioner;  452  for 
John  Webb  (W.),  and  524  for  Jairus  Curtis  (D.), 
for  recorder;  408  for  |.  P'.  Stubbs  (W.j,  and  571 
for  John  Webb  (D.),  for  coroner.  Less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  electors  appeared  at  the  polls.  In 
June,  185!.  the  county  gave  487  votes  against 
and  458  for  the  New  Constitution,  and  556  for 
and  335  against  the  proposed  liquor  law. 

The  elections  of  1851  show  616  votes  for 
S.  F.  \'inton  (W.),  and  728  for  Reuben  Wood 
( D.  j,  for  governor;  6S3  for  J.  M.  Coffmberry  (W.;, 
and  648  for  William  Mungen  (D.),  for  senator; 
604  for  Elijah  Huntington  (M-),  and  713  for 
S.  Hollingshead  (D.),  for  representative;  623  for 
C.  K.  Watson  ( W.  b and  700  for  L.  C.  Hull  (D.), 
for  district  judge;  584  for  E.  Elliott  (W.),  660 
for  Asher  Cook  (D.j,  and  43  for  M.  S>  pher  ^_Ind.), 
for  probate  judge;  620  for  J.  W.  Ross  (W.),  and 
716  for  S.  D.  Westcott  (D.j,  for  auditor;  668  for 
Shibnah  Spink  (W.  1.  and  68  [ for  John  Bates 
(I).),  for  treasurer;  615  for  William  Ewing  W.), 
and  671  for  Peleg  Thomas  (D.),  for  sheriff;  639 
for  Gecjrge  W.  Clark  (M  .),  and  700  for  L.  t). 
Simmons  ■,  D.).  f('r  clerk;  626  for  S.  Jeffer.>^on 
(\\k),  482  for  S_\q'her  I).  . and  18  for  W. 
Way  (Ind.j,  for  prosecuting  attorney;  539 
John  Russell  (D.;,  363  for  Thomas  Gorrill  W . j. 
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203  for  A.  G.  McClellamf  (W.),  and  500  for  R. 
Bainber  (D.),  for  commissioners. 

The  election  of  November  10,  1854,  resulted 
as  follows:  Probate  judge — S.  \V.  St.  John  iD.j, 
618,  J.  A.  Kelley  (W.),  789;  clerk — L.  O.  Sim- 
; mons  ('D.),  608,  John  Webb  (W.),  823;  sheriff — 
j S.  S.  Bronson  (I).),  544,  W.  L.  Cook(W.),  617, 

. and  John  Ivlder  ( K.  N.),  238;  commissioner — 
Isaac  Clay  (D.),  551,  H.  L.  Wood  (W. ),  778, 
Muir  (K.  N.),  83;  coroner — Gideon  Z.  Avery 
(D.),  500,  and  S.  L.  Sergeant  (Fusion),  883. 
The  Maumee  J'al/ev  Democrat , noticing  this  elec- 
tion, said;  “The  election  is  over,  we  have  met 
the  enemy  and — are  defeated.  But  there  ain't 
no  use  o’  crying,  and,  like  the  old  Kentucky 
hunter,  when  his  gun  missed  fire,  we'll  pick  the 
Hint  and  try  ’em  again  in  1855.”  The  Whig  and 
Know-Nothing  tickets  were  merged  into  one, 
known  as  the  “Fusion.”  The  Democrat  dealt 
with  the  principles  of  Know-Nothingism  without 
. gloves,  but  the  demagogues  of  the  period  looked 
only  for  votes,  regardless  of  private  or  party 
principles,  and  got  them;  in  October,  1855,  a 
Republican  mass  meeting  was  held  at  Bowling 
Green,  and  the  same  month  the  party  reassem- 
bled there  to  congratulate  its  atoms  on  the  vic- 
tory. Salmon  P.  Chase  (R.),  received  1,099  i 
votes  against  591  cast  for  William  Medill  (D.), 
and  45  for  Allen  Trimble  (K.  N.)  for  governor; 
Erasmus  I).  Peck  (R.),  candidate  for  the  Legis- 
lature, received  1,144  against  598  cast  for  John 
Bates  (D.);  auditor — James  W.  Ross  (R.),  1,160 
against  564  for  Josiah  N.  M'estcott  (D.);  treas- 
urer— Shibnah  Spink  (R.),  1,2  ii  against  518  for 
Dr.  Thom  as  S.  Carman  (D.);  commissioner — 
Samuel  M.  Chilcote  (R.),  1,138  against  5S8  for 
William  R.  Bryant  (D.);  attorney — Sylvanus 
. Jefferson  (R.),  1,149  against  571  for  Willard  V. 
Way  (D.);  and  i ,079  for  county  surveyor — Fran- 
cis W.  Bowe  (R.).  against  647  for  John 
I Clarke  (D.). 

: The  vote  cast  in  1858  was  1,328  for  Chester 

W.  Norton,  881  for  Lorenzo  Borden,  and  67  for 
W.  A.  Prior,  for  sheriff;  1,356  for  Samuel  M. 
Chilcote,  and  935  for  Daniel  Mercer,  commis- 
sioner; and  1,368  for  John  Elder,  and  918  for 
Thomas  S.  Carman,  coroner.  In  1859,  the  Re- 
' publican  majority  was  over  500. 

During  the  campaign  of  i860,  the  “Wide- 
awake” companies  were  drilled,  and  special  atten- 
tion paid  to  militia  matters,  so  that,  though  the 
, attack  on  Fort  Sumter  was  sudden  and  une.xpect- 
ed,  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Republican  party  in 
Ohio  were  prepared  to  carry  arms  in  defense  of 
party  principles  and  the  integrity  of  the  Repub- 
I lie,  while  the  majority  of  the  Democrats  of  Wood 

[ 


; county  were  equally  ready  to  oppose  any  attempt 
i at  disrupting  the  union  of  States. 

' The  Union  State  ticket  received  a majoritv 
, vote  in  October,  1861,  John  C.  Wooster,  for 
^ treasurer,  receiving  1,557  votes;  John  E.  Mc- 
j Gowan,  for  attorney,  i , 5 56  votes;  Addison  Smith 
j for  auditor,  1,554  votes,  and  Addison  Lansdale 
I for  commissioner,  i ,420  votes,  while  Asher  Cook, 
i for  representative,  was  elected  without  op['osition. 

I The  Jewett  or  Democratic  ticket  received  only 
2S2  votes.  Jndge  Whiteley  recei\ed  1,522  votes 
in  Wood,  and  4,001  in  the  judicial  district. 

The  County  Union  Mass  Convention  was 
called  to  meet  at  Bowling  Green,  September  13, 
1862.  The  signers  of  the  call  were  John  Bates, 
George  Knoll,  William  G.  Lamb,  W.  R.  Caruth- 
ers,  Henry  H.  Dodge,  Eber  W’ilson,  J.  J.  Parks, 
N.  L.  Besanson,  John  C.  M'ooster,  Sanford 
Baldwin,  A.  La  Farree,  A.  Van  Camp,  foel  F'oote, 
S.  D.  Westcott,  J R.  Tyler,  Michael  Hayes  and 
Lorenzo  Borden— -all  war  Demociats,  with  Asher 
Cook,  P'rancis  Hollenbeck,  George  Weddell,  T. 
G.  P'risbie,  Daniel  Newton,  E.  Quigley,  Thomas 
Taylor,  David  Gibson,  J.  W.  Ross,  Peter  Bell, 
A.  E.  Jerome,  R.  Russell,  R.  Brisbin.  De  Los 
Pratt  and  Thomas  Junkins — all  Republicans. 
The  convention  met  on  the  day  named,  M.  R. 
Waite  and  Judge  Whiteley  addressed  the  delegates 
and  the  election  which  followed  in  October,  1862, 
was  simply  the  voice  of  that  meeting.  The  re- 
turns give  the  following  namesarul  figures : 1,458 
votes  for  G.  E.  Guyer(U.),  i , 2 50  for  Thompson, 
and  49  for  Flower,  candidates  for  sheriff;  1,326 
for  Alvin  Clark,  and  1,401  for  Hill,  for  commis- 
sioner; 1,421  for  Sylvanus  Hatch,  and  1,328  for 
Stephen  Merry,  for  recorder;  1.354  for  D.  D. 
Ames,  and  1.390  for  N.  W.  Minton,  for  surveyor, 
and  1,388  for  S.  L.  Sergeant,  and  1,366  for  John 
Elder,  for  coroner. 

The  election  of  October,  1863.  was  a contest 
between  the  Union  party  and  the  Democratic 
part3',  in  which  the  latter  was  worsted,  though, 
making  a ver\'  thorough  fight.  For  governor, 
John  Brough  R),  received  2, 280,  and  O.  L.  Val- 
landigham  ;D.),  1,175  votes;  for  senator,  J.  C. 
Hall  received  2,274,  and  Lemmon,  1,215; 
representative,  John  Ryder,  2,273.  Cole. 

I, 212;  for  county  auditor,  G.  N.  Parsons  (U.), 
2,26s  and  Westcott  i^D.).  1,217;  for  treasurer, 

J.  A.  Bonnell  (U.g  2,277,  and  Gorton  ( 1). ),  1.206; 
for  clerk,  J.  W.  Knaggs  (U.),  2,268,  and  Besan- 
son (D.),  1,21  I ; for  probate  judge,  Edwin  Tuller 
(U.),  2,246,  and  Lamb(D.).  i , 2 l S ; for  attornev, 
George  Strain  (U.  , 2,270,  and  j.  R.  I'yler  (D.  ., 
1,207;  for  commissioner.  Walter  Davidson  (U.). 
2,252,  and  Nathan  Hatfield  .D.;,  1,217, 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


coroner,  C.  C.  Baird  (U.),  2,272,  and  McCrory  ; 
(D.),  1,205.  ! 

The  voters  of  the  county  gave  more  attention  ’ 
to  military  affairs  during  the  ensuing  two  years,  | 
than  to  politics.  Even  when  the  cloud  of  civil  ‘ 
war  was  riven,  the  question  of  removing  the  ' 
county  seat  w’as  brought  forward,  and,  for  four  | 
years,  at  least,  was  one  of  absorbing  interest; 
the  candidates  for  State  and  county^  offices  com- 
ing next  in  public  calculation. 

The  vote  of  October,  1869,  showed  major- 
ities ranging  from  142  for  Commissioner  St.  John 
to  791  for  Infirmary -director  Bruce.  For  gov- 
ernor, R.  B.  Hayes  received  a majority  vote  of 
756,  being  53  below  the  Republican  majority  for 
Secretary  of  State  in  186S. 

The  political  contest  of  1 870  was  carried  on 
here  by  George  Kimberlin,  candidate  for  treas-  j 
urer;  Stephen  Merry"  for  recorder;  John  \V.  | 
Brownsberger  for  sheriff;  R.  W.  Kelly  for  com-  j 
missioner,  and  Jabez  B.  Lockhart  for  infirmary  [ 
director,  all  Republicans,  against  the  ablest 
gladiators  of  the  Democrats.  In  1874,  Wood 
county"  recorded  597  votes  for  and  3.163  against 
the  New  Constitution;  537  for  and  2,987  against 
minority  representation;  391  for  and  3.  324  against 
railroad  aid,  and  1,980  for  and  1,774  against  i 
license.  The  October  elections  resulted  in  Re- 
publican majorities  ranging  from  343  for  con- 
gressman to  906  for  Baird,  candidate  for  sheriff. 

The  majorities  recorded  from  1872  to  1877, 
inclusive,  for  President,  Governor  and  Secretary  | 
of  State  are  given  as  follows:  1872 — Grant,  j 

1,098,  for  President;  1873 — Noyes,  274,  for  Gov-  ' 
ernor;  1874 — Wikoff,  452  for  Secretary  of  State; 
1875 — Hayes,  723  for  Governor;  1876 — Barnes, 
951  for  Secretary  of  State;  1876 — Hayes,  834 
for  President,  and  1877 — W’est,  207  for  Gov- 
ernor. In  1876  there  were  6,827  votes  cast, 
against  6,414  in  1875,  the  Democratic  increase 
being  125,  and  the  Republican  333. 

The  October  elections  of  18S4  resulted  as  ^ 
follows:  J.  W.  Newman  (D.),  3,883,  and  J.  S.  , 

Robinson  (R.).  4.517,  for  Secretary  of  State;  G. 

E.  Seney  fD.;.  3,875,  and  Dan  Babst  (R.),  4.532  i 
for  representative  in  Congress;  G.  F.  Pendleton  ; 
(D.l,  3,660,  and  A.  Cook  (R.),  4,837,  for  judge  of  ^ 
Common  Pleas;  G.  M.  Brown  (Peo.),  4,543,  and  ; 
Miles  fR.).  3,944,  for  sheriff ; J.  \\k  Canary^Peo. ),  I 
3.885,  and  E.  \Vk  Poe  (R.),  4,570  for  auditor; 
I^aniel  Mears  (Peo.),  4,026,  and  Fries  R.),  for 
commissioner;  Thomas  Meehan  (Peo.),  3.903.  and 
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R.  S.  Parker  (R.)  4,614,  for  prosecuting  attorney ; 
J.  D.  Halsey  (Peo),  3,804,  and  F.  M.  Young  R.), 
4,  580 for  probate  judge;  C.  E.  Winchester  ? Peo.), 
3,862,  and  O.  Stearns  (R.),  4,541  for  infirmary 
director.  The  vote  in  No\ernber,  1S84.  was 
3,753  for  Cleveland,  and  4,549  for  Blaine,  can- 
didates for  President  of  the  United  States. 

In  1892  there  were  5,314  votes  cast  for  the 
Republican  candidate  for  President,  or  rather 
for  the  electors,  while  4,784  were  cast  for  the 
nominee  of  the  Democrats.  In  1893  McKinle\- 
received  5,714,  and  Neal  4,395  votes  for  Gov- 
ernor of  Ohio,  while  5,233  votes  were  recorded 
for  S.  M.  Taylor  iR.),  3,436  for  M.  F.  Turner 
(D.),  589  for  M.  G.  McCasliii,  of  the  P.  party, 
and  388  for  C.  R.  Martin,  of  the  P.  P.  part}-,  ail 
candidates  for  Secretary  of  State. 

The  election  for  Circuit  and  Common  Pleas 
judges,  representatives  in  Congress  and  for  sher- 
iff, commissioner,  recorder  and  infirmar\'  director, 
with  the  voce  cast  in  1894,  is  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: E.  B.  King  (R.),  5,170,  and  T.  M.  Mar 

shall  (D.i,  3,415,  for  judge  of  Circuit  Court; 
C.  M.  Melhorn  I'R. ),  5,123,  and  A.  B.  Johnson. 
(D.),  3,493,  for  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas 
Court;  J.  H.  Southard  I'R.),  5,042.  B.  P".  Ritchie 
!'D.).  3,566,  and  George  Candee  (Peo.),  959,  for 
representative  in  Congress;  R.  Biggs  (R.).  5.099, 
F.  W.  Heald  (D.),  3,667;  H.  Hanna  (Pro.),  52S. 
and  A.  Neifer  (Peo.),  314,  for  sheriff;  Samuel 
Knight  (R.),  4,896,  F.  Freyman  (D.),  3,765, 
H.  D.  Stouffer  (Pro.),  553,  and  J.  H.  W’hitker 
(Peo.),  353,  for  commissioner;  H.  L.  Hinkley 
(R.),  5,166;  \\k  A.  Esterly  (D.),  3,448.  J.  F. 
Smith  (Pro.),  567,  and  P.  Henderson  (Peo.), 
366,  for  recorder;  F.  J.  Schriber  (R.),  5.136, 
Fred.  Sealscott  (D.),  3,427,  Charles  Wineland 
(Pro.),  581,  and  D.  H.  Young  ;Peo.),  3S0,  for 
infirmary  director.  The  Act  extending  the  term 
of  the  recorder  left  Mr.  Finkbeiner  in  office  until 
September,  1895,  when  H.  L.  Hinkley,  recorder 
elect,  qualified  for  office. 

There  were  10,358  votes  cast  in  this  county  in 
November,  1895,  gubernatorial  candidates,  as 
follows:  Bushnell  (R.),  5,370;  Campbell  ; D-  . 

3.814;  Coxey  (People’s  party),  654.  and  Ellis 
(Prohibition  party),  520.  The  total  shows  581 
more  votes  than  were  cast  for  the  candidates  lor 
county  treasurer,  where  the  race  was  supposed  to 
be  strongest  and  swiftest.  The  official  record  of 
the  vote  for  senators,  representatives  and  county 
officers  cast  at  this  election  is  given  as  follows: 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


OFFICIAL  RECORD  OF  VOTE,  N’OVEMLER,  1895,  ELECTION  OF  SENATORS,  REPRESENTATIVES  AN] » 

COUNTY  OFFICERS. 


Pkkcinct. 

Senators. 

Repke- 

se.vt’vs. 

Treas- 

urer. 

L.  Term 
Comm. 

P 

Sur- 

veyor. 

Ink. 

Dir. 

Coro- 

ner. 

c 

fd 

:r: 

} Harbaiigh,  R. 

'j. 

Whiteley,  1). 
Roller,  1). 

<— 1 

U ' 

i 

C 

P? 

U 

s 

1 

^ 

'C.  rz 

c 

ft 

1 

C 

5 i 

C/T 

c 

0 

Bloom — Bairdstown 

65 

65 

65 

46 

46  46 

62  51 

60 

■47 

61  52 

64 

65 

47 

66  46 

66 

46 

Bloomdale 

168 

181 

176 

67 

68  66 

185  . 65 

1 65 

70 

177  73 

175 

183 

67 

183  r;4 

165 

SO 

Cygnet 

105 

105 

100 

80 

00  01 

104  92 

104 

03 

106  92 

107 

106 

01 

107  90 

107 

9() 

Jerry  City 

70 

70 

70 

63 

63  6.3 

70  6:3 

70 

63 

70  63 

70 

70 

63 

70  63 

70 

6:t 

Center 

160 

158 

158 

60 

69  70 

157  74 

144 

84 

155  80 

155 

155 

» 0 

156  7.5 

156 

75 

Bow  ling  Green  — 1st  Ward 

175 

180 

184 

78 

75  80 

184  75 

177 

85 

158  107 

177 

182 

183  75 

183 

75 

2d  Ward 

108 

107 

107 

62 

65  62 

105  63 

105 

92  78 

100 

107 

61 

107  62 

107 

67 

3d  Ward 

176 

176 

172 

49 

46  49 

170  52 

159 

5f 

147  86 

174 

176 

46 

177  47 

174 

49 

4th  Ward 

127 

145 

i;33 

98 

84  96 

140  92 

129 

100 

112  131 

121 

141 

85 

139  00 

L38 

87 

Freedom 

183 

183 

183 

270 

279  270 

189  283 

174 

285 

174  287 

180 

180 

281 

178  'Nu 

179 

2'3 

Grand  Rajiids 

170 

171 

50 

50  52 

170  .50 

143 

76 

160  53 

169 

172 

50 

172  .50 

171 

50 

Henry — Hammansburg 

62 

63 

63 

^’4 

84  86 

62  86 

82 

63  85 

63 

60 

82 

63  84 

6.3 

84 

N.  North  Baltimore 

170 

178 

174 

171 

168  177 

158  202 

185 

166 

183  168 

182 

179 

KiO 

179  160 

178 

172 

S.  North  Baltimore 

145 

165 

1 HI) 

105 

105  100 

157  117 

165 

1(12 

161  108 

166 

166 

103 

164  104 

122 

108 

Jackson 

202 

202 

200 

04 

95  94 

198  10:3 

2(« 

98 

195  100 

197 

2(J(  1 

00 

107  107 

109 

10:3 

Lake — Millburv 

81 

81 

81 

01 

91  91 

81  91 

86 

86 

81  91 

82 

82 

91 

82  90 

92 

9(1 

Walbridge 

125 

126 

126 

7-‘ 

7o  74 

126  73 

121 

128  68 

125 

125 

126  73 

125 

"75 

Liberty 

200 

287 

287 

167 

172  169 

283  173 

204 

168 

270  lOn 

274 

•>88 

172 

287  172 

^>87 

117 

Middleton — Dunbridge ,. . . . 

104 

I05 

105 

48  78 

105  77 

91 

04 

101  85 

1((6 

105 

1 1 

100  78 

1((6 

7S 

Haskins 

177 

177 

178 

143 

143  146 

176  148 

141 

1ST 

217  115 

210 

176 

145 

176  146 

17n 

145 

Milton 

236 

229 

231  > 

227 

225  227 

228  229 

♦)v  ) 

237 

215  251 

228 

255 

213 

229  235 

236 

Montgomery—  Bradner 

124 

123 

124 

*0 

74  7o 

123  72 

122 

— .•> 
1 0 

123  73 

124 

123 

12.3  72 

P23 

-*) 

F reeport 

2;36 

236 

235 

89 

89  80 

235  93 

223 

103 

21 7 90 

231 

234 

9.3 

2:34  03 

234 

9.3 

Risingsiin 

61 

63 

62 

67 

f>7  ()7 

6:3  66 

62 

67 

61  68 

61 

62 

68 

62  68 

62 

69 

Perrv— North 

102 

102 

102 

54 

53  54 

106  54 

96 

0-  55 

00 

100 

54 

101  54 

lOl 

54 

South  

67 

67 

;3n 

;30  3(1 

77 

t:'»8 

29 

67  ;3o 

67 

67 

31 

67  31 

67 

31 

Perrysbiirg — North 

169 

168 

160 

2i  12 

202  202 

169  201 

124 

240 

153  218 

164 

166 

2(  i5 

167  21):-! 

lOS 

2(  c; 

South 

207 

207 

208 

268 

270  274 

207  71 

147 

3,38 

102  287 

214 

2()i  ( 

268 

209  268 

210 

Plain — East 

73 

81 

78 

45 

44  47 

70  45 

59 

60 

6ti  62 

66 

48 

76  47 

81) 

43 

West 

60 

62 

62 

12 

12  14 

62  12 

51 

10 

58  15 

63 

11 

62  12 

t!2 

12 

Portage — East  

63 

63 

63 

5o 

53  53 

62  54 

60 

06 

62  54 

63 

6:3 

53 

ti;!  53 

63 

5i> 

South 

121 

121 

121 

44 

43  42 

IIN  44 

119 

43 

118  46 

118 

121 

44 

121  4:; 

120 

45 

West 

132 

133 

l;i4 

S3 

84  85 

135  82 

168 

53 

125  02 

l;-!(i 

130 

86 

131  85 

1;33 

85 

Ross 

97 

07 

07 

41 

40  41 

06  41 

05 

42 

06  4! 

93 

07 

41 

96  41 

05 

41 

T roy 

127 

129 

l;!(i 

241 

2:38  243 

1:15  2:30 

117 

258 

12s  2:30 

l;D 

L30 

244 

i;32  24(1 

L!1 

24.3 

Washington 

186 

184 

185 

86 

80  87 

183  80 

i;’.8 

114 

isii  01 

175 

182 

84 

181  84 

17:1 

92 

i;>5 

ii:; 

114  115 

i;i5  114 

07 

i;!‘' 

1.30  117 

1:10 

l:U 

1 IS 

l-"i  l->ii 

1:15 

115 

Weston 

2;lo 

220 

113 

111  114 

2;32  117 

202 

141 

2:33  12U 

230 

208 

69 

2:3(1  114 

1 

116 

Total 



5‘’87 

5:360  5;U1 

;i8iM 

.3770  .3836  5318  3875 
1 

4065j4812 

5163  4070  5163  5431 

;3756  .5327  :38:12 

.5;  11 3 

:-;867 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  are  enabled  to 
give  the  results  of  the  November,  1S96,  election, 
as  follows:  For  the  electors  for  the  Republican 

candidate  for  President — McKinley  (R.;,  7,290; 
Bryan  1 D.),  6,  582  : f.evering  fP.),  8 i ; Bentlev  (N.;, 
82;  Palmer  ('N.  I).),  35.  For  Secretary  of  State — 
Kinney  (R.),  7,278;  White  iD.  ),  6,542;  Rockhill 
(P. ),  84;  Bates  I'N. ),  107.  Circuit  Judge  — Haynes 
(R.),  7,289;  p'inefrock  ('!).),  6,555.  Congress — 
Southard  (R.j,  7,286;  Brophy  (1).),  6.558.  ,\udi- 
tor — Caghan  (R.),  7,375;  Fsterly(I).),  6,462; 
Housekeeper  (N’.j,  103.  Clerk — Baird  (R.),  7,  526; 


Koons  (D.),  6,341;  Spafford  (N’.  i,  102.  Probate 
Judge — Angus  (R.),  7,262;  Bowers  (H.),  6,577: 
W'right  (X.),  lOi.  Sheriff — Biggs  (R.),  7.424; 
Rockwell  (I).  ),  6,4 1 5 ; Bachman  'X.),  loi.  Prose- 
cuting Attorney — Murphy  (R.),  7,!20;  Canary 
(I).),  6,710.  Commissioner — Gundy  (R.\  7,  iO(C 
Uunnipace  (I).  ,,  6.  548  : Bei'.schoter  (N.),  93.  In- 
firmary Director — Mitchell  (R. 7,295  ; Mercer 
H).),  6,542;  Flill  (X.),  100.  The  total  vote  in 
W'ood  county  was  14,070.  The  next  high.est 
vote  was  10,936  in  1892,  making  an  increase  of 
3.034- 
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LISTS  OF  NATIONAL,  STATE  AND  COUNTY  OFFICIAL  S. 

The  names  of  the  men  who  have  been  elected 
to  represent  this  county,  as  part  of  a district,  in 
Congress  or  in  the  Legislature,  or  to  serve  the 
county  in  its  various  offices,  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing lists: 

Repyesenta  tires  in  Congyess. — The  con- 
gressmen elected  by  the  districts  of  which  Wood 
county  formed  a part  in  the  past,  as  well  as  by 
the  present  district,  are  named  as  follows:  Joseph 
Vance,  1821-23,  District  No.  5;  Joseph  Vance, 
1823-33,  District  No.  4;  Joseph  H.  Crane,  1833- 
37,  District  No.  3;  Patrick  G.  Goode,  1837-43; 
Emery  D.  Potter,  1843-45,  District  No.  5;  ^^’ill- 
iam  Sawyer,  1 845-49;  Emery  D.  Potter.  1 849-5  i ; 
Alfred  P.  Edgerton,  1851-55;  Richard  Mott, 
1855-59;  James  IM.  Ashley,  1859-63,  District 
No.  5;  James  M.  Ashley,  1863-69,  District  No.  10; 
Truman  H.  Hoag, ’69-7 1 ; Erastus  D.  Peck,  1S71- 
73;  Isaac  R.  Sherwood,  1873-75,  Distirct  No.  6; 
Erank  H.  Hurd,  1 875-77, District  No.  6;  Jacob  D. 
Co.\,  1877  -79,  District  No.  6;  William  D.  Hill, 
1879-81,  from  No.  6,  and  P'rank  H.  Hurd,  No.  7; 
James  M.  Ritchie,  i8Si-83;W.  D.  Hill,  18S3- 
87;  M.  M.  Boothman,  1887-91;  Denis  D.  Dona- 
van  and  George  E.  Seney,  elected  in  1884  by 
District  10,  elected  and  re-elected  in  1890,  from 
the  Sixth  District. 

Byron  P'.  Ritchie,  elected  in  1892.  The  dis- 
trict, now  known  as  the  “Ninth,”  embraces 
Wood,  Lucas,  Fulton  and  Ottawa  counties.  In 
November,  1894,  James  H.  Southard  (R.) 
received  20,715  votes;  Byron  P'.  Ritchie  (D.), 
14,109  votes;  George  Candee  ('Pro.g  1,130 
votes,  and  George  Candee  (Pop.),  1,834  votes 
in  the  district.  In  the  above  list,  district  lines 
are  not  always  observed,  for  congressmen  elected 
from  adjoining  districts  were  as  true  to  Wood 
county  as  if  they  depended  . on  her  vote  for 
success. 

Distyict  Sour  toys. — The  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  who  represented  W’ood  and 
the  district  of  which  it  formed  a part  in  the  Ohio 
Senate,  from  1820  to  the  present  time,  are  named 
as  follows:  George  Fithian,  1820,  and  James 

Cooley,  1821,  representing  W'ood,  Logan,  Cham- 
paign and  Clark;  James  Cooley,  1822,  and 
George  Fithian.  1823,  representing  Wood  and 
Pogan ; Rcjbert  Young,  1824-25,  Wood,  Hardin, 
Pogan,  tlancock,  Miami  and  Shelby,  with  .Mien 
added  in  1825;  Daniel  M.  Workman.  1826-27, 
Wood,  Miami,  Shell)}’  and  Logan;  David  Camp- 
hell,  1828-29,  Wood,  Seneca,  Hancock  and  San- 
dusky; Samuel  NP  Lockwood,  1830-31;  Daniel 
J-  1 ilden,  1832-33;  Joseph  Howard.  1834-35, 


; and  John  E.  Hunt,  1835.  represented  the  four 
I counties  last  named,  with  Huron  added  in  1830. 

I John  E.  Hunt  and  David  E.  Owen  appear  to  be 
' senators  from  that  large  district  in  1835;  while, 

^ in  1836,  John  E.  Plunt  represented  Wood,  Lucas, 

, Hancock  and  Henry,  and  Curtis  Bates  the  same 
I district  in  1837  and  1838,  when  it  embraced 
; Wood,  Lucas,  Henry,  Plancock,  Van  Wert. 

Allen,  Shelby  and  Hardin.  John  E.  Hunt  was 
I Senator  in  1839-40,  when  Wdlliams,  Putnam  and 
I Paulding  were  added.  John  Goodin,  in  1S40, 
i and  Moses  McAnelly  in  1840-43.  when  Wood. 

' Seneca,  Sandusky,  Plancock  and  Crawford  formed 
' the  district  ; Charles  W.  O’Neal  in  1844-45,  ^.nd 
i Jesse  Wheeler  in  1846-47,  when  W'ood,  Lucas, 

! Hancock  and  Ottawa  were  embraced  in  one  dis- 
; trict  ; James  Myers  in  1848,  when  Henry  and 
, Sandusky  vrere  added,  and  also  in  1849-50  and 
185  I,  when  Hancock  was  detached.  TheThirty- 
^ third  District  w’as  established  in  1851,  embracing 
! Wood,  Lucas,  Putnam,  Fulton,  Hancock  and 
Henr\’.  William  Mungen  was  elected,  took  his 
seatin  1 8 52, Samuel  H.  Steedman  in  1854,  W.  S. 

I Lunt  in  1856,  Josiah  N.  Westcott  in  1S58,  George 
' Laskey  in  i860,  Charles  M.  Godfrey  in  1862,  and 
James  C.  Hall  in  1864.  Dual  representation 
was  given  in  1866.  when  Parlee  Carlin  and  James 
C.  Hall  qualified  as  senators.  Since  that  time 
' the  following  citizens  have  been  honored  with  the 
senatorship  : James  C.  Hall  and  Charles  A.  King, 
1868  ; Abel  M.  Co\y,  1870;  D.  W.  H.  Howard 
and  Hanks  P.  Gage,  in  1872  ; E.  D.  Potter  and 
W.  A.  Tressler,  in  1874;  D.  I.  Brown  in  1S76  ; 

, David  Joy  and  James  P5.  Steedman,  in  1S7S; 
John  A.  Wilkins,  in  1S80  ; Joseph  PI.  Brigham 
and  Jonathan  D.  Norton,  in  1882;  William  H. 
McLyman  ^now',  1895.  Bowling  Green;,  and 
' Orlando  B.  Ramey,  188.4.;  Ezra  S.  Dodd  and  H. 
C.  Groschner,  1886;  William  Geyser  and  Will- 
iam L.  Carlin,  1888;  John  Ryan  and  William 
I W.  S utton  in  1890  ; John  C.  Rorick  and  Thomas 
H.  McConical,  in  1892;  John  R.  Hankey  with 
Messrs.  Harbaugh  and  Vogt,  in  1895. 

In  a work  entitled  “Ohio  Statesmen.”  the 
names  of  Thomas  W.  Furnas  and  David  P'. 
Heaton  are  given  as  senators  prior  to  Robert 
Young's  first  term,  while  those  of  John  G.  Jami- 
son, James  Johnson,  William  J.  Thomas,  John 
Walters  and  .Mfred  P.  Ivdgerton  are  also  given 
under  the  head  of  W'ood  county  senators.  The 
! authority  under  which  this  is  clone  is  unknown  to 
the  writer. 

Distyict  RipycscntativiS  in  Gcna-ol  Assem- 
bly.— The  members  of  the  House  from  the  Rep- 
resentative Pfistricts,  of  which  Wood  county  was 
i a part,  down  to  1851,  are  named  as  follows: 
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VrOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


I.  M.  Gray,  1S19-20,  and  John  Shelby,  1S20-22 
— Wood  and  LogaTi  counties;  John  Slielby,  1823 
— Wood,  Logan  and  Hardin;  John  Shelby, 
1824-26 — Wood,  Logan,  Hardin  and  Hancock; 
John  Shelby,  1827,  same  district;  Samuel  M. 
Lockwood,  1828 — Wood,  Hancock,  Sandusky 
and  Seneca;  Josiah  Hedges,  1830,  Har\ey  J. 
Harmon,  1831,  James  L.  Everett,  1832-33,  and 
Jaques  Hulbard,  1834,  same  district;  Stacy  Tay- 
lor, 1835 — Wood,  Lucas,  Williams,  Paulding, 
Darke,  Shelby,  Mercer,  Allen,  Van  Wert,  Put- 
nam and  Henry;  John  Hollister  represented  the 
same  district  in  1836;  Parlee  Carlin  represented 
Wood,  Hancock  and  Seneca  in  1837;  William 
Taylor — Wood,  Lucas,  Hancock,  Henry  and 
Williams  in  1838;  Moses  McAnelly,  the  same  dis- 
trict in  1839.  Between  the  years  1839  and 
1849  the  following  were  elected;  Amos  E.  Wood 
and  Moses  McAnelly  represented  W’ood,  Otta- 
wa, Hancock,  Sandusky  and  Seneca;  Amos  E. 
Wood  and  George  W.  Baird — WMod,  Seneca, 
Hancock  and  Ottawa;  George  \\h  Baird  and 
Henry  C.  Brish — W'ood,  Seneca,  Sandusky,  Han- 
cock and  Ottawa;  Samuel  Waggoner  and  Will- 
iam B.  Craighill;  Elijah  Huntington — Wood, 
Lucas,  Hancock  and  Ottawa;  Lyman  Parcher, 
John  McMahan,  and  Emery  D.  Potter;  Isaac 
VanDoren  represented  Wood,  Sandusky  and  Ot- 
tawa; Eber  Wilson,  in  1849-51,  when  WMod 
and  Ottawa  were  established  as  a Represen- 
tative District.  Of  this  new  district,  Samuel 
Hollingshead  was  representative  in  1852,  Addi- 
son Smith  in  1854,  Erasmus  D.  Peck  in  1856-60, 
William  S.  Woods  in  i860,  Asher  Cook  in 
1862,  John  Ryder  in  1864,  H.  L.  Wood  in 
1866-70,  William  Park  in  1870,  John  Norris  in 
1872,  Nathan  Hatfield  in  1874,  Edwin  R.  Sage 
in  1876-80,  W.  H.  Wetmore  in  1880-84,  Elijah 
P.  Emerson  in  1884-88,  George  B.  Spencer 
in  1888-92.  F8enjamin  F.  James  1S92-96,  and 
Omar  P.  Norris  in  1895.  In  1873  Wood  county 
was  set  off  as  a distinct  Representative  District, 
and  so  remains. 

In  a work  entitled  “Ohio  Statesmen,”  it  is 
written  that  Justin  Hamilton,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
John  M.  N.  McNutt  and  John  G.  Jamison  fol- 
lowed Shelby,  in  the  order  given;  that  Horace  S. 
Knapp  followed  Huntington,  and  that  Nathan 
Landis,  C.  P.  Edson,  S.  S.  Sprague,  W.  H. 
Snook  and  Morrison  R.  Waite  preceded  Hollings- 
head. In  the  record  by  sessions  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  owners  of  these  names  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  associated  with  Wood  countv  as  repre- 
sentatives. 

Sheri Hull,  1820;  Jonathan  H. 
Jerome,  1827;  Joshua  Chappel,  1834;  David  Russ, 


1841;  John  Webb,  184S;  Peleg  Thomas,  1851; 

! William  L.  Cook,  1854;  Chester  \W  Norton, 
1856;  Gabriel  E.  Guyer,  1S61  ; Charles  W.  Ever^,, 

^ 1865;  John  W.  Brownsberger,  1 869 ; Charles  C. 

I Baird,  1 873 ; Orrin  blenry,  1 877 ; Thomas  C.  Reid, 
j 1881;  G.  M.  Brown,  18S3;  Milton  T.  Miles, 
1887;  Wh  B.  Bryant,  1891;  Richard  T.  Ihggs, 

: 1895,  re-elected  November,  1896. 

: Clerks  of  Court. — Thomas  R.  McKnight, 

1S20;  John  Webb,  1S34;  Joseph  Utle_\-,  1842; 
James  Wh  Ross,  1849;  L.  O.  Simmons.  1850; 
John  Webb,  1857;  William  H.  Jones,  i860; 

: James  \\'.  Knaggs,  1 863 ; Thomas  J.  Webb, ; 

George  Weddell,  1 866;  Andrew  I).  Stewart,  1872; 

; W.  S.  Eberly,  1878;  R.  M.  Donnelly,  iS84;A. 

W.  Rudulph,  appointed  in  18S7;  A.  L.  Muir, 

! 1 888,  and  Joe  E.  Baird,  1894,  re-elected  Novem- 
ber, 1896. 

Recorders. — Thomas  R.  McKnight,  1S20; 
James  W.  Robinson,  1831;  John  Webb,  1831; 
Gilbert  Beach,  1841;  Pearl  Simons,  1844;  John 
Webb,  1 847 ; Jairus  Curtis,  i 8 50;  Sylvanus  Hatch, 
1856;  Stephen  Merry,  1864;  John  Campbell, 
1874;  Robert  Dunn,  1875;  Theodore  Ale.xander, 

I S83 ; Christopher  Emkbeiner,  1SS9-95,  and  H. 
L.  Hinkley,  1895. 

Treasurers.  — William  Pratt,  1820;  Walter 
Colton,  1S22;  Aurora  Spafford,  1823;  Elijah 
Huntington,  1S27-36;  Elijah  Huntington.  1836-' 
40;  John  Bates,  1840;  Shilbnah  Spink,  1854; 
John  Bates,  1857;  Ebenezer  Graham,  1S5S-60; 
John  C.  Wooster,  1862;  John  A.  Bonnell,  1S64; 

! A.  M.  Russell,  186S  (as  successor  of  George  H. 

: Van  Blarcum,  who  died  prior  to  September, 

1 868),  and  elected  in  1869;  George  Kimberlin. 
1871;  Isaac  Mb  Clayton,  1875;  Russoh. 

1879  (elected  in  1878);  Henry  P.  Shanks,  elected 
in  1880,  refused  to  qualify;  George  Kimberlin 
appointed  in  1881;  Luther  Black,  1882;  Albert 
Eroney,  1886;  William  R.  Noyes.  1888;  and 
Frederick  Yeager,  1892-96.  R.  W.  McMahan, 
elected  in  November,  1895. 

County  Assessors. — Ambrose  Rice,  1825; 
Joshua  Chappel,  1834  (real-estate  appraiser  in 
1 844J ; John  McBride,  1836.  was  succeeded  in 
1837  by  Samuel  Matthews;  Francis  Carrothers. 
1S40-44;  John  H.  McBride,  1844-46.  In  1 846 
the  district  assessors,  named  in  the  “ Transactions 
of  the  Commissioners,”  were  appointed,  and 
this  system  of  local  assessors  continues  down  to 
the  present. 

A uctioneers . — John  \\’ood,  1835;  Daniel  H. 
Wheeler,  1835;  ilham  H.  Irwin.  1837.  1842 
and  1814;  and  L.  C.  Lock  in  1844.  The  office 
was  a licensed  one  rather  than  a county  office. 
Coroners.  — I'rancis  Charters,  1820;  A.  M- 
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Thompson,  1839;  J.  \V.  Ross,  1848;  John  Webb,  ; 
1S50;  John  Elder,  served,  and  S.  L.  Sergeant,  | 
elected,  1854;  John  Elder.  1858  ''elected);  S.  E.  ; 
Sergeant,  1861  (elected  in  1862),  C.  C.  Baird,  1 
1864-72;  Irving  A.  Noble,  1873;  B.  K.  Abbott, 
January,  1874,  vice  Noble,  who  did  not  qualify; 
Robert  W.  McMahan,  1874;  George  Mills,  1878; 
B.  K.  Abbott,  i88i;  Joseph  Hess  ('elected),  1S81; 
A.  J.  Orme,  C.  S.  St.  John,  and  E.  P.  Thomas, 

M.  D.,  who  have  each  served  two  terms. 
Superintendents  of  Infirmary. — Thomas  C. 

Reid,  1872;  E.  M.  Jenkins,  1877;  and  Edwin 
Farmer,  1877-95. 

Infirmary  Directors. — John  Yeager,  R.  \\k 
Kelley  and  Henry  Lundy,  1868;  J.  B.  Lockhart, 
1S70;  Jacob  Dauterman,  Seth  Bruce  and  John 
Muir,  1872;  J.  B.  Lockhart,  1873;  Henry  Lun- 
dy, 1874;  John  Muir,  1875;  John  Bailey,  1876; 
W.  G.  Avery,  1877;  John  A.  McKean,  187S-S1; 
E.  B.  Beverstock,  1879;  Harrison  Terry,  1S81 
and  1885;  Orrin  Stearns,  1S82  and  1884;  A.  S. 
Ferguson,  1883;  Michael  Arnos,  Jr.,  1S86;  Wil- 
son Patterson,  i8S7;_John  Isch,  1888-91;  Milton 
Zimmerman,  1892  and  1895;  Joseph  H.  Mitch- 
ell, 1S93;  Frank  J.  Schriber,  1894;  and  Joseph 
H.  Mitchell,  November,  1896. 

Surveyors. — From  1820  to  1830  many  sur- 
veyors are  named  in  the  records,  such  as  Wilson 
Vance  and  James  L.  Freeman  in  1820.  Ambrose 
Rice  is  referred  to  as  county  surveyor  in  1830;  I 
Hiram  Davis,  1835;  Gideon  Jones,  1839;  Hiram  ! 
Davis,  1841;  Morris  Brown,  1841;  Hiram  Davis,  | 
March,  1844,  vice  Brown,  resigned;  Samuel  H. 
Bell,  1849;  S.  H.  Bell  and  S\lvanus  Jefferson, 
ditch  surveyors,  1853;  Francis  W.  Bowe,  1855;  | 

N.  W.  Minton,  1857  (R.  B.  Minton,  deputy  | 
count}^  surveyor,  185S),  (Daniel  D.  Ames,  deputy 
surveyor,  1886),  and  (S.  Davis,  deputy  snr\eyor, 
October,  1866);  (D.  D.  Ames,  deputy  survevor. 
April,  i868j;  D.  D.  Arnes,  surveyor,  1S69;  W. 

H.  Wood,  surveyor,  1872  (D.  D.  Ames,  deputy 
surveyor,  1872);  I).  D.  Ames,  surveyor,  1876; 
Ferdinand  Wenz,  surveyor.  1883  'D.  I).  Ames, 
deputy  surveyor,  1884);  W.  H.  Wood,  survev’or, 
1890  (PN  L.  Spafford,  deputy  surveyor.  1892);  I 
and  W.  H.  Wood,  snrvevor,  1893.  L.  B.  Fra- 
ker,  elected  1895,  taking  the  office  September  6,  ' 
!896.  Many  volumes  are  filled  with  records  of  ' 
road  and  ditch  surveys;  but  the  books  of  the  ' 
surveyor's  office  number  only  five.  In  the  pages 
of  these  there  are  several  evidences  of  the  > 
draughtman’s  art.  j 

Auditors. — Daniel  Hnbbell,  clerk  to  com-  ' 
nnssioners,  April  12.  1820;  Seneca  Alien,  clerk  ' 
to  commissioners.  May  3,  1820;  .-\mbrose  Rice,  j 
auditor,  1820;  Thomas  \\h  Powell,  March  4,  I 


1S20,  rvVt’  Rice  resigned;  James  W.  Robinson, 
appointed  December  6,  1830;  John  C.  Spink, 
1831;  Willard  V.  Way,  1835;''  E.  B.  Eagle. 
1836;  W.  H.  Sloane,  1836:  S.  C.  Sloane,  1837: 
A.  L.  Fowler,  1840;  Addison  Smith,  appointed 
1842;  Jarius  Curtis,  1842;  Addison  Smith,  ap- 
pointed, 1844;  Sardis  I).  Wescott,  1S52;  James 
Mb  Ross,  1856;  xAddison  Smith,  i860;  George 
N.  Parsons.  1864;  S.  B.  Price  n/a'  Parsons,  de- 
ceased, 1867;  J.  B.  Newton,  1868;  S.  Case, 
1874;  E.  W.  Poe,  1882;  John  B.  Wilson,  1S87; 
and  George  W.  Gaghan,  1894,  re-elected  Novem- 
ber, 1896.  Samuel  Smith  was  deputy  auditor 
from  1 866  to  1870,  while  M.  Russell  has 
held  that'office  in  recent  years. 

Early  Xotaries. — Henry  Reed,  Jr.,  qualihed 
as  notary  public,  March  2,  1836,  being  the  first 
notary  whose  name  appears  on  the  records.  Isaac 
Stetson,  1837;  Edward  Hotchkiss,  1846-53;  E. 
Huntington,  1849;  W.  H.  Hopkins,  1849-52; 
James  Murry,  1850;  H.  H.  Dodge,  1853;  J.  F. 
Price,  1856. 

C 0 m m is  s io  ners.  — 

18'20— Samuel  H.  Ewing,  John  Pray,  Daniel  Hubbell. 
1821  -John  E.  Hunt,  John  Pray,  Daniel  Hubbell. 

1822 —  Samuel  Spatfnrd,  Julin  E.  Hunt,  John  Pray. 

1828 — Hiram  P.  pjarlow,  Samuel  Spaiiord,  John  Pray. 

1823- 24 — John  E.  Hunt,  Hiram  P.  Harlow,  Samuel 
Spafford. 

1825-28 — Guy  Nearing,  John  E.  Hunt,  Samuel  .^['afferrd. 
1828-30-  Eeander  Sackeit,  him  P'.  Hunt,  Guy  Nearing. 
183U-31 — John  Hollister,  Jnnn  E.  Hunt,  Guy  Nearintr. 
1832  -Edward  Howard,  John  Hollister,  John  E.  Hunt. 

1833—  John  Pray,  John  Hoili.ster,  Edward  Howard. 

1834 — -Guy  Nearing,  John  Pr.iv,  Edvard  Howard 

1835 —  Guy  Nearing,  h'hn  Pray,  James  Wilkisr-n. 

183t; — Horace  Hall,  I’enjamin  (Ilney,  Guv  Nearing. 

1837—  John  A.  Kelley,  lIorr.c<'  Hull,  Heniainm  Olnev. 

1838-  Ibiv  id  C.  Doan,  Joh.n  A.  Kelley,  Benjaniin  Olnev. 
183'.) — Morrison  McMillan,  David  C.  Doan,  John  ,\. 

Kelley. 

1840 —  Guy  Morgan,  Morrison  Mc.Millan,  Daviil  C.  Doan. 

1841 —  Josiah  Miller,  t1uy  Morgan,  Morrison  Mc.5lilian. 

1842—  John  McMahan,  Josiah  .Miller.  Guy  Miirgan. 

18-13 — James  Jones,  Joh.n  McMah.m,  losiah  .Miller. 

1844-  Christian  Houtz,  John  .Mc.Mahan,  lames  hmes. 

1845 —  John  .Mc.Mahan,  Christian  Houtz,  james  fenes. 
184U-  Benjamin  Brown,  Christian  Houtz,  lohn  .NicMalun. 
1847  Pldmond  Bloomhekl,  Benjamin  Brown,  William 

Campbell,  (ire  .McMahan  resigneil. 

1848— H.  Burritt,  Edmontl  Bloomhtdd,  Benjamin  Brown. 
1843  -John  .A.  Kelley.  H.  Burritt,  Edmoiui  Bloomllehl. 
1S50  Benjamin  Brown,  Jo'm  .A.  Kelh.\,  H.  Burritt, 

1851—  Thomtis  Gorriii,  Benumiin  Brown,  h'hn  (iroves. 

1852 —  Robert  Bamhi  r,  I'ho.ii.ns  thurill,  John  Gro\a'S. 
1853  J(<lm  Russell,  lohti  Gro\a'S,  Plu 'inas  i '.nri  ill. 
185t--George  I.askey,  Th.omas  Gorrill,  lohn  Russell. 
18o5  Henry  E.  Wood,  George  L.iskev,  lohn  Russell. 
185ti-5'.)  Samuel  M.  Chilcote,  Henry  L.  Wood.  George 

Easkey. 

18tiU--.\lvin  Clark.  Samuel  AE  Chilcote,  Henrv  1.. 
Wo(  h1. 

18(11  W aiter  Davidson.  .Alvin  Clark,  .S.unuel  M.  Chil- 

C(3e. 

18t>2— .Addison  E.msd.de,  Walter  D.ividson,  .\K  ut  Clark. 
18(13  (IH  — George  W.  Hili,  Addisi'ii  Lansd.de,  Walter 
Da\  idson. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


186fi — John  \V.  Woodbury  (died  in  Seiitember),  S. 
W.  St.  John,  A.  Lansdale,  \\'.  Davidson. 

1807  -Stephen  W.  St.  John,  .Addison  Lansdale.  W'alter 
Davidson. 

1808 — John  Russel!,  .S.  W.  St.  John.  Walter  Davidson. 
1809  -7U — John  Yeager,  S.  W.  St.  John,  John  Russell. 
1871-  -R.  W.  Kelh',  John  Yeager,  S.  W.  St.  John. 

1872  Rezin  Skinner  i t'fV'r  Eber  Wilson,  deceased),  S.  W . 
•St.  John,  R.  W.  Kelly. 

1873-74---E.  A.  Wilson,  J.  H.  Pierce,  R.  W.  Kelly. 

1875 — H.  Carrel,  J.  H.  Pierce,  R.  W.  Kelly. 

In  1874  E.  A.  W ilson  resigned,  and  Roswell  G.  Potter 
was  appointed. 

1875  -On  March  18,  1875,  Joshua  Hoiles  was  appointed, 
vice  Kelly  resigned. 

1870—  Joshua  Hoiles,  J.  H.  Pierce,  H.  Carrel. 

1877-  -J.  B.  Newton  (appointed,  rice  Carrel  resigned), 
Joshua  Hoiles,  J.  H.  Pierce. 

1878- 80— X.  W.  Stafford,  Joshua  Hoiles.  J.  H.  Pierce. 

1880—  Hugh  Stewart  (aidpointed,  cice  Pierce  resigned  in 
November,  1880). 

1881 —  Hugh  Stewart,  Joshua  Hoiles,  N.  W.  Stafford. 

1882 —  Solomon  Fries,  Hugh  Stewart,  N.  W.  Stafford. 

1883 —  S.  R.  Junkins,  Solomon  Fries,  Hugh  Stewart. 

1884— 85-  -W'm.  W.  Dunipace,  S.  R.  Junkins  (resigned  in 
188C),  Solomon  Fries. 


1886 — E.  B.  Beverstock,  W.  AY.  E'unipace,  Solomon 
F ries. 

1S87 — Frank  H.  Thompson,  E.  B.  Beverstock,  Solomon 
Fries. 

1888-91 — Jacob  Stahl,  F.  H.  Thompson,  E.  B.  Bever- 
stock. 

1892  -Samuel  Knight,  Jacob  .Stahl,  F.  H.  Thompson. 

1893 —  James  Gibson,  Samuel  Knight,  Jacob  .Stahl. 

1894 —  C.  C.  Gundy,  James  Gibson,  Samuel  Knight. 

1895 —  C.  C.  Gundy,  with  Edgar  L.  Kingsburv,  and  I.  L). 
Bolles. 

Samuel  Knight  qualihed  as  commissioner  in  September, 
1895,  and  took  his  place  on  the  board,  rice  Mr.  Kingsbury. 

1896 —  F.  J.  Brand,  C.  C.  Gundy,  Samuel  Knight,  C.  C. 
Gundy,  re-elected  November,  189(h 

Alessrs.  Kingsbury  and  Bolles  were  ajipointed  by  the 
auditor,  recorder  and  probate  judge,  acting  as  an  appointing 
board,  July  31,  1895.  The  vacancies  were  created  by  the  re- 
moval from  office  of  James  Gibson  and  Samuel  Knight, 
I AYilson  Hamilton  was  appointed  to  succeed  Knight,  but  he 
1 declined',  and  the  appiointment  of  E.  L.  Kingsbury  was  de- 
\ cided  upon.  In  Seiitember  Commissioner  Knight  resumed 
I his  place;  then,  in  November,  Commissioner-Elect  Br.mdt 
j was  elected  for  short  and  long  terms,  and  January  6,  1^9i>, 
was  ajipointed  to  succeed  himself  and  to  serve  until  Sejitem- 
i ber,  1896. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


The  Press  of  Wood  County — Pioneer  Journalism — Newspapers  of  Perrysburg,  Bowling 


Green,  North  Baltimore,  Weston,  Pea 
Bradner,  and  other  Localities  in  the 

TME  newspapers  of  the  county,  outside 
Perrysburg,  have  all  come  into  existence 
, since  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  The 
contest,  for  the  removal  of  the  Seat 
of  Justice  to  a point  near  the  geograph- 
ical center  of  the  county,  suggested  the  pub- 
lication of  more  than  one  journal,  and  the 
Advocate  appeared  at  Bowling  Green  in  i866. 
The  efforts,  subsequently  made,  to  re-establish 
the  Seat  of  Justice  at  Perrysburg,  brought  into 
the  field  a few  more  newspapers,  which  defended 
the  respective  interests  of  the  rival  towns  with 
warmth  and  enthusiasm.  Then,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  southern  townships  began,  and,  later, 
that  of  the  gas  and  oil  fields  of  the  county  com- 
menced, new  towns  were  founded  and  new  inter- 
ests created.  The  newspaper  publisher  came  to 
aid  the  developers,  and  localities,  which  were 
clothed  with  the  forest  before  the  advance  of  the 
commercial  and  oil  men.  were  now  cleared,  and 
again  dressed  with  the  buildings  of  a new  civili- 
zation. The  printing  press  was  found  in  the 
midst  of  the  new  peoples,  and  the  old  journals  of 
Perrysburg,  as  well  as  their  younger  contempo- 
raries of  Bowling  Green,  found  their  hunting 


berville,  Grand  Rapids,  Cygnet,  Tontog.vny, 
County. 

grounds,  from  Pemberville  to  North  Baltimore, 
and  from  North  Baltimore  to  Perrysburg,  invaded 
by  an  army  of  hustling  news-gatherers  and 
printers. 

The  Miami  of  the  Lake,  the  pioneer  news- 
paper, was  issued  at  Perrysburg,  December  ir, 
1833-  by  J.  W.  Scott  and  Henry  Darling,  the  lat- 
ter bringing  the  press  and  type  from  New  York. 
In  June  following,  J.  Austin  Scott  purchased  the 
office  and,  with  J.  H.  McBride  and  Henry  Reed. 
Jr.,  as  associate  publishers,  issued  the  paper  reg- 
ularly until  February,  1835,  when  J.  H.  McBride 
(who  with  Charles  Wilcox,  of  Detroit,  was  the 
first  printer),  became  sole  owner.  At  that  time. 
Capt.  Allen  established  a paper  at  \'istula  (Toledo  , 
which  lived  but  a shoit  lime.  Hezekiah  L.  Hosrner 
(the  old  justice  of  the  peace),  H.  T.  Smith  and 
William  P.  Rozner,  were  successive  owners  until 
August  18,  1838,  when  the  name  was  changed  to 
The  Ohio  l!'hi<^.  Henry  Reed,  Jr.,  was  a son  c’f 
Henry  and  Temperance  (Pratt)  Reeti,  who  lo- 
cated near  M’aterville,  in  1832,  on  larul  purchased 
from  John  Pra\’.  Samuel  R.  Reed  became  edi- 
tor of  the  Ciueiniiati  (iazette,  while  Alexander,  a 
third  son  of  the  pioneer,  Henry,  was  connected 
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with  the  Moi'uing-  Commerciai  of  Toledo,  in  the 
“seventies.”  J.  Scott  moved  to  Toledo, 

where  he  resided  many  years. 

The  Ohio  Whig  was  first  published  at  Perrys- 
burg,  August  iS.  1838,  by  H.  T.  Smith,  as  suc- 
cessor of  The  Miami  of  the  Lake.  In  its  col- 
umns were  the  professional  notices  of  J.  Purdy, 
of  Mansfield ; W.  V.  Way,  David  Allen,  Henry 
Bennett,  John  M,  May,  Samuel  M.YoungandJ.  C. 
Spink,  local  lawyers,  as  well  as  of  A.  Coffinberry, 
Isaac  Stetson  and  Horace  Sessions,  of  Defiance, 
and  of  Dr.  N.  Dustin.  All  the  traders  in  that  \ icin- 
ity  selected  the  Whig  as  an  advertising  medium, 
and,  altogether,  it  was  a popular  journal  until 
November  28,  1840,  when  it  was  merged  into  the 
JMainnee  River  Times. 

The  Perrysbiirg  Xeivs  was  issued  June  28, 
1842,  by  A.  C.  Morton.  A copy  of  this  journal 
could  not  be  found,  but  the  name  and  date  are 
taken  from  a contemporary. 

The  Miami  of  Lake  Trie  was  issued  May  29, 
1844.  by  W.  P.  Keznor;  No.  7,  \'ol.  I,  bears  date 
July  10,  1844.  In  March,  1846,  H.  L.  Hosmer 
was  proprietor;  in  the  following  month,  Hosmer 
& Atkinson  were  owners. 

The  Fort  ^Leigs  Reveille,  No.  i,  \"ol.  I, 
bears  date  June  i,  1844,  and  No.  i,  Vol.  V,  that 
of  June  3,  1848,  with  the  imprint  of  S.  T.  FIos- 
mer  as  publisher.  This  issue  showed  an  enlarged 
paper  of  48  columns,  filled  with  general  news 
and  advertisements,  but  wanting,  almost  in  toto, 
in  local  items.  In  June,  it  published  the  names 
of  Zachary  Taylor  for  President;  Millard  Fillmore 
for  Vice-President;  Seabury  Ford  for  Governor; 
and  was  altogether  in  the  Whig  interest.  J.  D. 
Bean  was  the  successor  of  Hosmer,  taking 
charge,  March  2,  1850,  and  telling  his  readers 
that,  not  only  was  he  opposed  to  the  e.xtension 
of  slavery,  but  also  to  slavery  in  every  form.  On 
November  9,  1850,  Silmon  Clark  became  owner, 
but  promised  not  to  make  the  Reveille  partisan. 
On  June  7,  1851,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
nouncing this  name,  it  was  changed  to  The  Per- 
rysbiirg Star. 

The  Perrysbitrg  Star  was  issued  on  the  date 
above  given,  and  continued  publication  until 
March  10,  1853,  when  the  name  was  changed  to 
The  Perrysbiirg  Journal. 

The  Maumee  Express  was  founded  about 
1837.  It  was  an  important  factor  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  Western  Reserve  road,  in  so 
much,  that  it  ridiculed  the  countv  and  State  for 
tolerating  such  an  unruly  highway.  Ivvery 
issue  of  'The  Express  abused  the  road  in  prose 
and  poetry,  and  shamed  the  authorities  into  its 
improvement. 


The  Maumee  River  'Times  followed  'The  Ex- 
press as  its  successor  on  November  28,  1840.  It 
was  as  much  a Perrysbiirg  as  a Maumee  journal, 
for  it  was  published  in  each  place,  the  name  of 
location  being  the  only  difference  in  the  dual  is- 
sue. H.  T.  Smith  carried  on  the  paper  until 
1855,  when  the  office  was  moved  to  Toledo. 
The  Express,  named  above,  was  first  issued 
March  25,  1837,  by  Calvin  Frary  and  Henry 
Reid,  Jr.  J.  H.  Brown  succeeded  Frary  in  .May, 
1837,  and  the  same  month,  H.  L.  and  S.  T. 
Hosmer,  of  Perrysburg,  became  owners,  with 
Lawyer  H.  Reid,  as  editor. 

'The  l^errysbitrg  Journal,  the  lineal  descend- 
ant of  'The  Miami  of  the  Lake,  was  issued  March 
10,  1853,  and  continued  in  the  Whig  interest 
until  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  of  1S54, 
when  it  became  a coalition  paper  with  the  newly- 
formed  Republican  party  first  in  interest,  and 
the  new  ally  of  that  party,  second.  No.  i.  \T1. 
HI,  was  issued  May  19,  1855,  as  an  S-page  24- 
column  paper  neatly  printed.  It  was  reduced 
from  its  former  si;^e,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
instead  of  600  paying  subscriptions,  only  100 
were  registered,  and,  of  that  number,  not  more  than 
25  paid  in  advance.  In  its  pages  is  noticed  the 
cholera  which  scourged  the  town  in  1854;  the 
packet  sloop  “Sweeper,”  plying  between  Perrys- 
burg. Maumee  and  Tolerio,  and  the  Perrysburg 
Bank,  of  which  J.  S.  Norton  was  cashier  opened 
in  October,  1854).  In  May,  1S56,  Higgins  d:  Holt 
became  owners  of  the  Journal,  purchasing  it  of 
Silmon  Clark.  They  enlarged  it,  and  offered  it  to 
subscribers  at  one  dollar  per  annum.  On  May  7. 
E.  A.  Higgins  announced  that  he  assumed  edi- 
torial control,  and  would  make  his  work  thoroughly 
Republican,  as  he  did  on  the  Eorest  City  I'isitor, 
of  Maumee,  from  October,  1855,  to  that  date. 
On  May  3,  i860,  J.  W.  Bailey  succeeded  Hig- 
gins. No.  I,  Vol.  IX,  of  'The  U'eekly  Periys- 
burg  Journal,  bears  the  date  of  May  9,  1S61. 
and  the  name  of  J.  W.  Bailey,  editor.  In  his 
editorial  of  October  17  he  shows  very  plainly 
that  all  was  not  peace  on  the  .Maumee:  “Sev- 
eral parties  have  visited  us  during  the  pa.st  week, 
and  by  threats  and  braggadocio  attempted  to  in- 
timidate us  in  the  matters  of  selections  for  our 
columns.  Now  we  have  no  disposition  to  be 
frightened  by  any  such  contemptible  swaggering, 
for  if  these  individuals  really  wanted  to  fight 
they  would  go  to  war.  We  shall  invade  no  gen- 
tleman’s premises  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
muss,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  protect  ourselves 
in  every  instance.”  On  October  22,  1862.  F.  J. 
Oblinger  and  II.  S.  Chapin  succeeded  Bailey  as 
owners.  In  May,  1865,  Mr.  Chapin  sold  his 
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interest  to  Oblinger,  and  in  July,  Oblin^er,  and 
Guyer  were  the  publishers.  Mr.  G uyer  retired 
in  january,  1 866.  The  long  and  aggressive  term 
of  James  Timmons  follov/ed,  and  he  was  editor 
from  January  3,  i 868,  to  April  12,  1889.  In  his 
valedictory,  he  speaks  of  having  purchased  the 
remaining  interest  of  F.  }.  Oblinger,  January  3, 
1 868,  and  of  re-associating  with  him  on  June  i , 
that  year.  About  the  same  time  he  and  H.  S. 
Chapin,  now  of  Bowling  Green,  owned  a job 
office  at  Toledo,  but  so  soon  as  Mr.  Chapin 
determined  to  establish  the  Sunday  Journal, 
later  the  I'olcdo  Ba\  Mr.  Timmons  disolved  the 
partnership.  On  January  i 5,  1869,  he  was  again 
sole  owner  of  the  Perry sburg  Journal,  and  con- 
tinued so,  until  he  sold  to  Mr.  bllue.  Of  this 
young  successor  he  speaks  thus:  “ Ed.  L.  Blue 

is  a young  man  who  commenced  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  in  this  office,  to  make  a printer 
out  of  himself;  who  remained  nine  years  with  us, 
and  has  succeeded  in  what  he  started  to  accom- 
plish. He  was  born  and  raised  here,  and  is  as 
well  known  as  ourselves  in  this  community.  We 
trust  all  will  give  him  a liberal  and  healthy 
patronage,  without  which  a paper  cannot  well 
succeed. To-day,  April  1 2.  1895,  after  si.\ 

years’  trial,  Mr.  Blue  is  in  possession  of  more 
than  his  predecessor  asked  for  him.  A venerable 
journal  with  a fair  subscription  list,  good  adver- 
tising patronage  and  well-equipped  office  is  his, 
with  valuable  hies  dating  back  to  1869. 

The  Wood  Comity  Packet , a well-edited,  news3’ 
Democratic  paper,  was  launched  in  1838,  No.  28 
of  Vol.  1 bearing  date  March  27,  1839,  and  the 
names  of  Gordon  & Smith,  publishers.  This  paper 
ceased  publication  in  May,  1839,  or,  as  the  Ohio 
Whig  put  it,  it  was  “ swartwouted. " While 
edited  by  Mr.  Allen  it  was  on  amicable  terms 
with  its  Whig  contemporary,  but  under  Gordon 
& Smith  it  made  many  enemies,  among  them 
the  nViiy,  who  wrote  a congratulatory  editorial 
on  its  death. 

The  Democrat . another  Perrysburg  venture  of 
1844,  '‘'■as  the  second  paper  in  the  Democratic 
interest.  Hickory  clubs  and  Democratic  journals 
were  rising  up  everywhere,  and  Wood  countv 
could  not  afford  to  be  an  e.xception,  although  the 
firospects  for  victory  here  were  poor,  indeed. 
Moody  and  Frank  Ca.'C  were  the  publishers,  dur- 
ing its  short  reign,  from  the  fall  of  1844  until 
after  the  election  of  1845. 

The  Demoern tie  Dost  was  issued  from  the  court 
house  in  1846,  but  its  lease  of  life  was  short. 

I he  Xorthioestern  Democrat  was  established 
May  22,  1853,  by  Albert  D.  Wright,  to  combat 
the  threats  of  the  Know-Nothings,  and  oppose 


: itself  to  the  dissatisfied  Democrats,  who  did  nof 
I know  whether  to  become  Whigs,  .\bolitionists. 
Free  Soilers  or  Know-Nothings.  Wright  was  an 
' earnest  fellow,  who,  instead  of  fiN'ing  from  the 
; cholera  scourge  of  1854,  remained  at  the  case 
until  the  dread  disease  seized  upon  him.  He  died 
^ at  his  post,  and  with  him  died  the  third  or  fourth 
Democratic  journal  established  at  Perrysburg. 

The  Maumee  Valley  Democrat  was  issued  Janu- 
ary 22,  1854,  as  the  successor  of  the  Northzeest- 
ern  Democrat . No.  23,  \"ol.  I,  bears  date  June 
5,  1834,  and  the  imprint  of  Levvis  C.  Stumm, 
publisher.  There  is  onl_\'  one  file  of  this  journal 
’ in  possession  of  the  county  auditor — that  for 
1854;  but  its  publication  was  continued  until 
I August  23,  1857,  when  the  office  was  reorgan- 
; ized  and  the  name  of  the  paper  changed  the  fol- 
I lowing  week  to  the  Democrat. 

\ The  Republican,  issued  at  Perrysburg  in  1S56. 
. was  a short-lived  affair,  as  the  Journal  served  all 
! the  interests  of  that  party. 

1 The  Democrat.  No.  i,  Vol.  i,  was  issued  at 
Perrysburg  September  3,  1857,  by  Edward  M. 

I Grimes  and  Edward  L.  Moon,  from  the  third 
I story  of  J.  A.  Hall’s  building.  "An  independent 
I treasury  for  Ohio.  No  more  union  of  banks  with 
; the  treasury,”  was  its  motto.  On  December  3, 

I that  year,  .E.  A.  Munger  and  W.  K.  Carr  b'ecame 
i owners,  and  February  25,  1858.  Mr.  Carr  became 
sole  owner.  On  October  7,  1858,  it  passed  into 
j the  past. 

I The  Independent  was  established  at  Perrx  sburg 
i in  1S62  by  E.  A.  Higgins.  The  office  was  de- 
! stroyed  by  fire  in  May,  1863;  but  Mr.  Higgins 
i recuperated  at  once,  and  published  his  paper 
until  1866,  when  the  office  was  moved  to  Toledo 
: and  the  Democratic  Record  issued  there. 

! I'he  People' s Press  was  issued  at  Perrysburg 

in  1857.  On  ^^arch  8,  1S59,  No.  21.  \'ol.  II. 
was  printed  by  J.  R.  Knapp,  Jr.,  whose  saluta- 
\ tory  tells-  of  his  first  love — Democracy — and  of 
i his  adherence  to  the  principles  of  its  greatest 
\ apostle,  Thomas  Jefferson.  In  a business  notice 
he  asks  that  all  debts  due  the  Press,  prior  to 
' March  8,  be  paid  to  W.  K.  Carr. 

'The  Ad\'oeate  was  issued  at  P>owling  ('jreen 
May  18,  1866,  under  the  motto.  "Be  Just  and 
Fear  Not,”  as  an  aid  in  the  county-seat  campaign, 
j It  may  now  be  said  that  this  journal  did  not 
! omit  one  point  in  favor  of  Bowling  Green,  as  the 
1 projier  place  for  the  Seat  of  Justice.  Its  opposi- 
' tion  to  Perrysburg  was  so  earnest  and  logical,  tor 
a time,  that  it  e.xhaustcd  itself,  after  the  electi<m 
I on  the  (piestion.  and  ceased  publication.  I'lic 
men  whose  names  are  identified  with  the  bomi 
I given  for  the  construction  of  suitable  county 
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buildings  at  Bowling  Green,  may  be  named  as  its 
directors,  while  R.  F.  Hickman  and  John  R.  Mel- 
loy  were  its  publishers.  On  Jul}'  i8,  1866,  S.  I). 
Howells  & Co.  became  publishers;  in  August, 
1866,  S.  D.  Howells  was  sole  publisher.  E.  A. 
Higgins  became  editor  in  July,  and  continued  in 
that  position  until  November  30,  1866,  when 
the  Advocate  ceased. 

77/c  Scntiuc!  comes  next  to  T/ic  Advocate, 
being  issued  February  22,  1867,  by  Frank  C. 
Gulley.  From  its  beginning  it  has  been  a serious 
exponent  of  Bowling  Green's  interests,  and 
championed  the  town  and  county  against  the 
whole  outside  world.  The  motto  adopted  March 
22,  1867,  was  “Be  just  to  all  mankind,  and  fear 
not  the  malice  of  the  unjust.” 

Number  i,  Vol.  II,  of  the  Bozvling  Green 
Sentinel,  was  issued  February  20,  1868,  by 

Frank  C.  Gulley.  The  first  editorial  of  this  vol- 
ume dealt  with  the  offer  made  by  Bowling  Green 
to  build  a court  house,  provided  the  removal  of 
the  county  seat  would  be  authorized.  The  edi- 
torial also  referred  to  the!  rejection  of  the  bond 
given  by  Bowling  Green.  On  December  10, 
1868,  William  L.  Myers  purchased  Gulley’s  inter- 
est in  the  Sentinel,  and  on  January  14.  1869, 
R.  W.  T ravis  signs  his  name  as  publisher,  and 
Myers  as  editor.  On  January  r,  1870,  or  rather 
on  the  last  night  of  the  old  year,  Mr.  Myers 
died,  having  been  editor  down  to  October.  1869. 
Meanwhile  the  publication  was  continued  by  R. 
W.  Travis  until  March  31,  1870,  when  the  namie 
of  C.  W.  Evers  appears  as  editor.  Mr.  Travis  died 
April  24,  1871,  before  which  event  Mr.  Evers 
purchased  Travis’  interest.  The  sale  of  the  office 
by  C.  W.  Evers  to  M.  P.  Brewer,  took  place 
June  20,  1872.  On  June  18,  1873,  W.  and 
W.  H.  Rudulph  became  owners.  In  1874  .A.  W. 
Rudulph  became  sole  publisher;  his  father,  J.  R. 
Rudulph,  became  owner  of  the  interest  of  \\'.  H., 
but  his  name  never  appeared  as  one  of  the  pub- 
lishers. On  November  ii,  1875,  C.  W.  Evers 
purchased  the  interest  of  |.  R.  Rudulph,  and 
merged  his  Wood  County  Xcus  into  and  under 
the  name  of  the  Sentinel.  In  1875  the  subscrip- 
tion list  and  good  will  of  the  ll’eston  Avalanche 
was  purchased.  On  March  8,  1880,  Mr.  Evers 
became  sole  owner  and  editor,  and  continued  in 
tins  position  until  early  in  1884,  when  A.  \V. 
Rudulph  repurchased  the  office.  M.  P.  Brewer 
reinterested  himself  in  this  paper  on  September 
I,  1884,  and,  in  November,  1886.  E.  \V.  Poe, 
now  the  State  Amlitor,  purchased  an  interest 
with  Brew'er  and  Rudulph.  In  Januarv,  1888, 
Mr.  Brewer  became  sole  owner  Mr.  Rudulph 

selling  his  interest  in  December,  1886,  to  take 
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; charge  of  the  Ga.~ette,  w’hich  he  purch.ised  at 
: that  time,  Mr.  Poe  remaining  until  1888.  In  the 
, winter  of  1888-89,  A.  W.  Rudulph  merged  the 
i Gazette  into  the  Senti/iel,  under  the  title.  Senti- 
nel and  Ganette,  and  was  cqualh’  interested  with 
Mr.  Brewer  in  the  publication  of  this  hyphen- 
ated journal.  On  May  i,  1890,  Samuel  E.  A’ail 
purchased  a third  interest.  On  September  15,. 
1893,  Rudulph  sold  his  interest  to  J.  M. 

i Hoffa,  and  the  firm  of  Brewer,  \'ail  lN  Hoffa 
was  formed.  By  a change  in  1896,  the  firm  is 
! known  as  Brewer,  V’ail  & Co.  In  March,  i S96, 
John  M.  Hoffa  retired  from  the  Sentinel,  and 
, assumed  editorial  management  of  this  paper,  his 
present  incumbency. 

i The  Weekly  Sentinel  has  always  been  Repub- 
lican in  political  affairs.  It  is  the  mother  of 
modern  journals  in  the  Wood  county  of  post- 
bellum  times,  and  for  almost  thirty  years  has 
! held  the  highest  place  among  the  newspapers. 

Its  services  to  Bowding  Green  have  been  of  the 
I most  useful  character,  and,  to  the  county  at  large, 
incomparable  in  substantial  results. 

The  Fair  Daily. — The  first  daily  paper  is- 
sued at  Bowling  Green,  and,  indeed,  in  Wood 
county,  was  the  Daily  Sentinel,  printed  on  the 
Fair  Grounds,  from  October  3,  1882,  to  the  close 
of  the  fair,  by  C.  W.  Evers.  It  was  a neat  folio 
of  sixteen  columns,  filled  with  local  news-— nearly 
I a column  being  devoted  to  the  preparations,  and 
hanging  of  Carl  Bach.  It  was  only  a shadow  of 
the  greater  daily  of  1890. 

'The  Daily  Sentinel  was  founded  June  21, 
1890,  by  Messrs.  Brewer,  Rudulph  & Vail,  at  the 
outset,  rather  as  an  experiment,  but  from  the 
first  it  has  had  a vigorous,  healthy  existence. 

The  Fuekeye  Granger  was  issued  at  Perr\'s- 
burg,  November  10.  1874,  by  N.  H.  Callard  N: 
Son,  as  a Democratic  journal  in  general,  but  non- 
partisan in  particular,  alwavs  supporting  good 
men  of  other  parties  rather  than  bad  men  of  its 
own  party.  The  office  was  well  erpiipped,  and 
the  subscription  list  of  1,200  embraced  readers 
in  this  and  adjoining  counties.  In  the  issue' of 
November  ii,  1875,  tlie  editor  said ; “.Although 
the  columns  of  our  paper  have  been  mainly  used 
in  advocating  the  principles  of  the  Grange,  yet 
three-fourths  of  our  patronage  has  been  derived 
from  outside  sources.  ” Notwithstanding  this,  .Mr. 
Callard  stood  by  the  Grange  until  the  last,  sink- 
ing a large  sum  of  money,  and  exerting  his  best 
energies  in  the  attempt  to  bolster  up  what  lu'  be- 
lieved to  be  a useful  organization. 

The  Woml  i 'ounty  Demoerat  was  founded  Oc- 
tober 3.  1874,  by  J.  D.  Baker,  acting  as  agent 
for  the  proprietor,  but  subsequently  was  published 
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by  J.  D.  Baker  & Son.  In  February  or  March, 
1875,  they  sold  the  office  to  a Bowling  Green 
syndicate,  which  established  a newsy,  aggressive 
journal,  known  as  the  lUoot^  Comity  Xcios. 

The  JCood  County  Xcios  was  issued  May  5, 
1875,  by  Manville,  Evers  & Co.,  its  motto  being; 
“The  Greatest  Good  to  the  Greatest  Xurnber.” 

It  was  a non-partisan  journal,  intensely  local  and 
always  ready  to  defend  Wood  county  against  all 
her  enemies,  within  and  without.  Messrs.  Evers 
& Brewer  made  this  paper  the  redoubted  cham- 
pion of  BowlingGreen.  The  establishment  of  this 
paper  was  noticed  inthe  Sentinel  of  April  30.  1875, 
in  a paragraph  of  which  the  following  is  a copy; 

“ New  PAPr;R. — C.  W.  Evers,  E.  W.  Merry  and  ' 
Dr.  A.  J.  Manville  have  purchased  the  material  of 
the  Denioerat  office  of  this  place,  and  intend  start- 
ing the  publication  of  a paper  of  some  kind,  though 
what  it  is  to  be,  politically,  morallv,  religiously 
or  otherwisely,  we  have  as  yet  failed  to  ascer- 
tain.” The  Senti nel  did  not,  evidently,  look  with 
pleasure  on  this  new  aspirant  for  public  favor; 
but  when  the  first  number  was  issued  the  older 
journal  learned  its  true  character,  and  seldom 
challenged  its  editors.  From  the  salutatory  the 
following  sentence  is  quoted;  “On  all  import- 
ant questions  of  county-sea^ removal,  which  will 
afford  material  for  an  animated  canvass  this  fall, 
the  iVcrcj  will  be  found  early  in  the  battle  line  in 
behalf  of  the  right.  We  do  not  view  the  contest 
as  a mere  squabble  between  Bowling  Green  and 
Perrysburg.  It  embraces  questions  of  broader 
scope  and  graver  interests  than  attach  simply  to 
these  towns  as  such.”  The  Xezos  acted  closely 
on  this  pronunciamento  until  the  revived  claims 
of  Perrysburg  to  the  county  seat  w'ere  denied, 
and  Bowling  Green  was  left  in  undisputed  posses- 
sion of  the  coveted  prize.  The  was  con- 

solidated with  the  Sentinel,  or  rather  the  Sentinel 
with  the  Adzvv,  on  November  ii,  1875,  Manville, 
Evers  & Co.  signing  the  agreement  on  the  part 
of  the  Xeios. 

The  Xcio  Baltimore  Enterprise  was  estab- 
lished in  'March.  1875,  on  the  3d  or  loth  of  the 
month,  but  the  writer  has  been  unable  to  find  a 
file  yf  North  Baltimore’s  first  journal.  The  Eer- 
rysburp  fournal,  speaking  of  this  paper  under 
date  of  April  21,  1875,  says;  “This  is  the  name 
of  a new  paper,  just  started  at  North  Baltimore, 
this  county,  by  Wiseman  N Peters.  It  is  an 
eight-column  paper,  and  makes  a great  appear- 
ance, considering  the  hurry  in  getting  nut  the 
first  issue.  Mr.  Wbseman,  from  whom  we  re- 
ceived a call  on  Tuesday,  is  a member  of  the  Art 
Preservative,  tvc.,  and  Mr.  Peters  is  an  old  citi- 
zen and  large  property  owner  in  the  new  and 


enterprising  town,  whose  interests  they  {U'oposc- 
to  represent.  ” In  june,  1875,  Wiseman  moved 
to  Fostoria,  purchased  the  JS-es's  office  and  com- 
menced the  publication  of  the  Fostoria  Herald. 
After  three  years  and  eight  months  Mr,  Peters 
moved  his  office  to  Bowling  Green,  and  named 
the  journal  The  Boioliny  Green  Democrat . 

The  Boioling  Green  Democrat  (successor  of 
The  Enterprise  oi  1875)  issued  December 

26,  1878,  by  D.  E.  & B.  E.  Peters.  In  their  sa- 
lutatory, they  speak  of  the  desire  of  the  party  to 
have  a Deniocratic  journal  at  the  county  seat, 
and,  continuing,  say;  “We  are  thankful  for  the 
liberal  patronage  wdth  which  we  were  blessed 
while  publishing  the  Xeio  Baltimore  Enterprise 
for  nearly  four  years,  * * * and  hope  thev 

will  continue  their  patronage  as  we  launch  out  in 
this  our  new  field  of  labor.  The  valedictory  of 
D.  E.  Peters  appeared  October  14,  1880,  and 
the  salutatory  of  William  B.  and  Russell  T. 
Dobson  on  the  same  date.  On  July  23.  1889, 
Plenry  Holterman  purchased  the  Democrat, 
and  issued  Ids  salutatory  on  July  26.  The  pur- 
chase of  the  office  by  Henry  S.  Chapin  took 
place  September  i,  1890,  and  on  September  12 
his  salutatory  was  published  — M.  G.  Marron 
being  then  reporter.  In  June,  1S92,  the  inde- 
fatigable D.  C.  \'oorhis  became  a reporter  on  this 
journal,  a position  he  continues  to  hold.  The 
circulation  e.xceeds  3,300  copies  weekly,  and 
altogether  the  Democrat  holds  a high  place  as  a 
newspaper  and  party  journal. 

The  Daily  Democrat  (No.  i,  Vol.  I)  was 
issued  June  4,  1894,  by  Henry  S.  Chapin,  con- 
tinued until  November  10,  1894,  and  closed  with 
No.  138,  after  a short  but  vigorous  career. 

The  Boioling  Green  fournal  was  edited  by 
B.  C.  Eberly  until  November,  1880,  when  he 
issued  his  valedictory. 

The  Wood  County  Republican  was  issued  by 
G.  Mb  Hill  & Co.,  in  September.  1S84.  B.  C- 
Eberly  was  the  editor.  In  November,  following, 
his  name  appeared  also  as  publisher,  and  so  con- 
tinued during  the  short  life  of  the  Republican. 

The  Boioling  Green  Xeios  was  issued  by 
“Allie  ” M.  Higgins,  January  24,  18S3.  It  was  a 
little  sheet  devoted  to  local  news  and  ad\  ertising 

The  Xorth  Balti more  Beacon  was  issued  No- 
vember 27,  1884,  by  A.  H.  Balsley  N Co.  The 
advocacy  of  the  best  interests  of  the  \ ullage  \va" 
the  object  of  the  publishers,  rather.  On  Decem- 
II,  John  A.  Sutton  signed  his  name  as  editiir. 
On  (October  28,  1886.  John  Sutton  issued  his 
vaU.\lict(U  \ , sa\  ing  that  he  I'old  his  interests  m 
the  Beacon  to  George  W.  Wilkinson,  who  be- 
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The  Il!ui.tratcd  Beacon  was  issued  April  19, 

1889,  and  toward  the  close  of  that  year,  editor 
Wilkinson’s  enterprise  suggested  the  Daily 
Beacon,  No.  9 of  which  bears  date  January  i, 

1890.  The  office  of  the  Beacon  is  a model  one 
in  equipment  and  furnishings,  quite  in  keep>ing 
with  the  most  progressive  era  of  the  town’s 
history. 

Hood  County  Agitator  eked  out  a brief  exist- 
ence, about  the  year  1884,  as  an  advocate  of  the 
Greenback  part}'.  It  was  published  at  T)Owling 
Green,  by  Drs.  G.  W.  \’ail  and  J.  M.  Barbour. 

The  Reporter,  a people's  journal,  was  issued 
at  Bowling  Green  early  in  the  “eighties”  by 
George  .A..  Darke.  This  paper  continued  for  a 
year,  and  was  absorbed  by  the  Sentinel. 

The  Hood  Comity  Gazette  was  established 
here  in  October,  1884,  by  Anson  B.  Smith,  now 
editor  of  the  Deshler  flag,  as  a Democratic  or- 
gan, to  oppose  the  paper  published  by  the  Dob- 
son Brothers.  He  nroved  the  office  from  North 
Baltimore,  where  he  had  conducted  a journal  for 
some  tim.e,  and  carried  it  on  here  until  Decem- 
ber 6,  18S6,  when  he  sold  the  material  to  A.  W. 
Rudulph,  who  published  the  Gazette  until  it  was 
consolidated  with  the  Sentinel.  Herman  J.  Ru- 
dulph was  interested  in  the  paper  from  the  fall 
of  1887. 

The  Daily  Gazette  was  issued  subsequent!}’ 
by  Rudulph  Bros.,  but  the  people  were  not  then 
prepared  for  a daily  journal,  and  that  first  bona 
Jidc  attempt  in  this  field  was  abandoned  within 
seven  months. 

The  Wood  County  Xcies  fnot  that  of  1875) 
was  established  by  Anson  B.  Smith,  after  his  sale 
of  the  Gazette  office  to  Mr.  Rudulph.  Going  to 
Chicago,  he  purchased  a new  outfit,  which  he 
brought  hither,  and  not  only  issued  a weekly 
journal,  but  also  a daily  paper  for  a few  months. 
He  sold  the  plant  of  the  Daily  Xcies  to  A.  W. 
Rudulph,  and  moved  that  of  the  Weekly  Xeies 
away. 

The  JHooa'  County  Freie  Presse  suspended 
publication  in  January,  1888.  Henry  Holderrnan 
was  editor,  but  B.  & R.  T.  Dobson  were  the 
publishers.  The  Freie  Presse  was  a venture  to 
obtain  the  count}’  printing,  or  rather  to  create  a 
German  branch  of  county  printing;  but  the  com- 
missioners, seeing  that  it  had  no  general  circula- 
tion, refused  to  countenance  the  scheme,  and 
hence  the  suspension.  At  one  time  it  was  printed 
at  Perr}’sburg,  again  at  Bowling  Green,  Mr. 
Dally,  now  one  of  the  compositors  on  the  Journal, 
being  one  of  the  type-setters  on  the  paper. 

The  Bairdstoien  I'inies  was  established,  in 
1887,  by  G.  G.  Grimes,  in  the  interest  of  that 


village.  Some  two  or  three  }'ears  after,  he  moved 
the  office  to  North  Baltimore,  where  the  paper 
was  issued  under  the  title — Xorth  Baiti more 
Times. 

The  Xorth  Baltimore  Times  is  the  successor 
of  the  Bairdstoien  Times,  which  was  established 
at  Bairdstown,  by  G.  G.  Grimes,  in  1887,  as  a 
small  advertising  sheet.  On  his  removal  to 
North  Baltimore,  he  found  that  the  Times  could 
not  be  made  a self-supporting  newspaper  by  him, 
and  he  sold  to  J.  E.  Schatzel,  in  Ma}’,  1892. 
C.  L.  Huddle  purchased  the  office  July  i,  1893, 
and  has  made  this  journal  one  of  the  best  Demo- 
cratic newspapers  in  northwestern  Ohio.  T’tie 
office  is  commodious  and  well  equipped. 

The  Bloomdale  Derrick  was  issued  Decem- 
ber 28,  1888,  by  M.  G.  Marron,  as  an  independ- 
ent journal.  On  July  12,  1S89,  the  Derrick 

Publishing  Co.  appear  as  o’A’ners — Messrs.  Rich- 
ard, Campbell,  Emerson,  E.  S.  Bryant  and 
Easley  forming  the  company.  On  July  26, 
18S9,  \V.  S.  Richard  issued  his  salutatory  as 
editor,  and  January  5,  1893,  Hurrel's 

partnership  with  Mr.  Richard  was  announced. 
The  senior  editor  was  practically  sole  owner  of 
the  office  from  1891  to  January.  1893.  and  has 
dictated  the  policy  of  the  Derrick  since  18S9, 
making  it  an  independent,  reliable,  newsy  journal, 
deserving  the  large  patronage  extended  to  it.  It 
is  safe  to  say  that  of  all  the  men  who  engaged  in 
newspaper  work  in  this  county,  not  one  could 
boast  of  so  few  enemies  and  so  many  friends  as 
the  senior  editor  of  the  Derrick. 

The  Hood  County  Tribune  was  issued  Octo- 
ber 3,  1889,  by  C.  S.  ^’an  Tassel,  Rufus  B. 

Moore  and  Alanson  E.  Muir,  with  the  first  named 
as  editor.  A good  deal  of  the  printing  material 
was  purchased  from  A.  B.  Smith,  who  had  ceased 
to  publish  the  Ak'a  .s-,  and,  with  this  modest  etjuip- 
ment,  the  foundations  on  which  the  present  weekly 
paper  was  built  up  were  placed.  In  December. 
1889,  Muir  and  Moore  sold  half  of  their  interests 
to  Grant  Baird,  who  was,  previously,  in  charge 
of  the  composing  room.  In  May,  1890.  Win- 
Tassel  and  Baird  became  owners,  and  in  1892 
they  established  the  livaFing  Tribune  as  an  ad- 
junct to  their  weekly  journal. 

The  livening  Tribune  was  established  .Au- 
gust 22,  1892,  by  C.  S.  Van  Tassel  and  Grant 
Baird  as  a Republican  daily  journal.  At  that 
time  Edwin  C.  Dossing  was  appointed  rei>orter. 
and  with  .Mr.  \'an  Tassel  attended  to  editorial 
and  local  work.  In  October,  1S92.  Mr.  Baird 
flisposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  A’an  d'assel.  who 
became  sole  ow  ner.  .A  company  was  organize  i 
in  May,  1893,  and  incorporated  on  May  8,  that 
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year,  under  the  name  “ W^ood  County  Tribune 
Co.,”  with  George  W.  Plelfrich,  president;  Ed- 
ward Beverstock,  vice  president;  C.  S.  \”an  Tas- 
sel, secretary  and  general  manager,  and  John  R. 
Ilankey,  treasurer.  A.  L.  Muir,  joseph  G.  Starn  ! 
'and  A.  Graham,  with  the  officers  named,  formed 
the  directory.  On  January  i,  i S94,  Mr.  Hel- 
frich  was  elected  secretary  and  manager,  vice 
Van  Tassel  elected  president,  while  E.  C.  Tossing 
was  appointed  associate  editor.  A.  L.  Muir 
purchased  C.  S.  Van  Tassel’s  interest  on  August 
27,  1894,  and  took  his  place  as  president  and 
editor,  with  Mr.  Lossirig,  associate  editor,  and 
George  W.  Helfrich,  secretary  and  general  man- 
ager. At  a meeting  of  the  company,  held  Janu- 
ary 7,  1895,  H.  Milliken  was  elected  a di- 
rector, vice  Starn,  and  B.  J.  Froney,  vice  Muir, 
who  was  elected  president.  On  the  organization  of  ^ 
this  corporation,  the  office  was  re-equipped  and,  | 
the  same  year,  the  Tribune  building  was  erected 
at  a cost  of  $6,000.  The  increase  in  the  circu- 
lation and  infiuence  of  this  young  journal  has 
been  highly  gratifying  to  its  proprietors  and 
friends. 

The  Westoji  Nezes  WAS  issued  May  i,  1874. 
In  the  salutatory  it  is  written;  “ We  are  the 
first  liz'ing  editor  that  ever  penned  an  editorial 
for  a paper  published  in  Weston  fif  there  is 
any  dead  one,  who  ever  did,  and  our  prayers  can 
be  of  any  avail  to  him  where  he  is,  he  is  wel- 
come to  them).  Henceforth  it  shall  be  our  aim 
to  keep  everybody  in  the  path  of  rectitude,  and 
no  fear  of  slander  suits  or  pistols  shall  deter  us 
from  our  aim.”  It  w'as  a four-page  journal,  each 
page  I 2 j X 7.^  inches,  and  very  primitive  in  appear- 
ance. The  proposition  to  tax  the  Weston  school 
district  for  building  a school  house,  and  other 
j local  affairs,  were  discussed  on  its  pages.  Within 

i a month  it  made  way  for  The  Weston  Avalanche. 

; The  Weston  Avalanche  was  issued  June  3, 

■ 1874.  In  October  of  that  \ear,  when  T.  B. 

I Oblinger  retireel  from  the  partnership,  the  Per- 

, rysburg  Journal  said:  ‘‘  He  mounts  a siege  gun 

i on  the  barbet  principle  in  his  valedictory,  and 

slaughters  his  c emics  b}’  the  thousands.  One 
shot  was  aimed  at  this  office,  but  the  force  w.as 
spent  before  it  readied  its  destination."  In  Oc- 
tober. 1874,  Dr.  G.  B.  Spencer  became  editor, 
and  T()m  Harper  publisher.  In  1876  7 he  A'val- 
anche  came  down.  Dr,  Spencer  retired  from  the 
; editor’s  chair  Jamiarv  5.  1876.  Shortly  after 

7'he  Sentinel,  of  Bowling  Green,  purcliased  the 
I office,  and  a way  vvas  cleared  for  the  Free  Fress. 

In  the  carrii  rs'  address,  written  bv  Dr.  S[iencer, 

^ December  29,  1875,  the  folhwxing  quartette 

i occurs: 

i 

( 

f 


Ho])e  on  brave  men,  who  gave  year  riches 
To  build  these  railro.ads,  dig  these  ditches, 

The  town  you  reared  up  from  the  water 
Shall  be  Wood  county's  fairest  (.laughter. 

The  I'ree  J'‘ress  was  issued  March  22,  1S76,  by 
S.  |.  Harper  &:  Son,  with  Dr.  G.  B.  Spencer 
editor,  as  an  independent  weekly  journal.  The 
salutatory  is  a long  one.  A paragraph  speaks  of 
a former  journal,  and  gives  the  relation  of  the 
new  to  the  old  newspaper:  “We  this  week  mail 

the  Free  I^ress  to  all  the  old  Avalanche  subscrib- 
ers, whom  we  deem  worthy — that  is  whom  we 
think  would  pay  for  the  paper  if  they  took  it." 
L.  B.  Keller  came  as  proprietor  in  the  fall  of 
1876,  Dr.  Spencer  continuing  in  the  position  of 
editor  for' a year  or  so  after,  or  almost  to  the  time 
when  Mr.  Keller  sold  the  office. 

The  Centennial  bee-hunt  was  reported  in  the 
Free  Press  of  November,  1876.  The  editor 
stated  that  it  was  so  named  “because  it  will  be 
a hundred  years  before  any  of  us  have  as  much 
fun  again,  and  also  because  there  were  well  on 
toward  a hundred  of  us  Stark  Bee  Hunters." 

The  Westoji  Reporter  w'as  issued  November 
12,  1877.  by  G.  A.  Darke,  who  promised  to  make 
it  an  independent  local  newspaper,  devoted  to 
Weston’s  interests.  “Weston,"  he  says,  “has 
starved  out  two  newspapers  within  two  years;” 
but  this  did  not  deter  him.  and  his  courage,  for 
a time,  was  well  rewarded.  In  1878.  or  early  in 
1879,  he  moved  the  office  to  pastures  new. 

The  Weston  ITerald  was  first  issued  .April  12, 
1879.  The  salutatory  of  W.  H.  Mitchell,  pub- 
lisher, and  L.  S.  Smith,  editor,  was  issued  on 
that  day.  It  simply  stated  that  “The  Weston 
Herald  is  now'  in  existence,  and  it  comes  before 
the  public  of  this  vicinity  in  modest  appearance, 
and  with  no  large  pretensions."  On  May  17,  1879, 
E D.  Mofl'ett  became  publisher,  continuing  as 
such  until  May  17,  1S84.  when  he  sold  the  office 
to  S E.  Burson.  On  July  31,  1891,  Charles  B. 
Saxbyand  J.  D Conklin  purchased  Mr.  Burson’s 
interest.  On  December  4.  that  year,  .A.  S.  Cow- 
ard bought  Conklin’s  interest,  and  the  present 
firm  of  Saxby  N Coward  was  formed.  The  Her- 
ald is  Well  mamiged,  has  a large  circulation  in 
its  territory,  and  champions  Weston  against  outer 
darkness. 

The  Feniher-i'ille  I nde pendent  was  a production 
of  tb.e  Centennial  year,  when  J.  P.  Jones  issued  a 
journal  under  that  name. 

The  Peniher-eille  Frick  Flock  was  issued  by 
I'roney  N Bruning  and  Ibjbart  (.S:  Bc>whis  in  1878. 
Tlu'v  wfi'('  the  proprietors  of  the  only  brick  busi- 
m ss  building  in  the  \ i!lago  of  that  d,i\'.  .A.  H. 

Davidson,  who  afterward  published  the  Independ- 
I ent.  was  the  editor. 


V-' 


A 


.OtVV\  ,'l'TVAJAV  «^CO« 


»!*♦#  .WKn  *’J**li 

»*»<•! .Mim  'Ui  •'  artof 

V».  vv  ;»ll  «ntnl  *^n  Nrii'F’  l<**if  fw*»i  T 
ffaiml  If  .t>  W ^ 

4^1  ,Vt  dsl'iK  M •'" 

mnd«]<i  W «>  r"ij».U  .. 

rtdT  .(artiu«#i  ia»{)nt>qr>li»ii  n«  .iuUl'  » 

jr>  f'  4«9  j*  A .oa«>  yiiol  « *«  yjv^luUe 

(,^fl  »■•  **oiulc*i  i»riJ  e-^vix  1>«b  .Isman;  \9frr'<  » « 

llferM  ill'll  *’  ^tll  «J 

wi.vv.itM  bio  3tli  U«  oJ  xv*\“v  '/.“A  oili 

ui'hIv/  i:  ujiIi— (dnu*  uioab  h ta<tt\yf  ,no 
• .J|  4o*>»  7».tl  ||  ■t'*qKq  »in  1o\  V«*l  bltJ07/  vbmil 
Ib'l  t'1  ai  ioiiiic{OTiq  ta  jm*y  vjllwl  «’i  _J 
lo  o>in?«q '.tfJ  i<(  iTjniii*-:  .Hi  ,»n^t 

»mi»  JrilJ  uJ  J«»'iifU  io  vjj'lno^  lO  t‘i»<  • - 

.ootfio  9ri>  bfo<  1*!' jX  Rsriw  . 

3rtj  111  JOlifl-!ll>d  l'!biu>4<i'>  ' Sli  r i 

10^0  'JflT  ,lt>li»II3»*>Vl  >0  v.l^iv\  VfA 

i>J  Ji  *!j*;:iri:^iJ  “ bonttin  i/ii  ftj4  7 li  led)  lit»l#|<* 

iIjIMIi  ^ - '-  ’1  lo  VO**  i>».. '.:i«l  i-3lbnufl  e 

ttv  Ib/^  / ‘iJ-cii  oBti/.  . Hj  .^4.;  lH«n  .lll•■.lt/.  r«»l 
o;*it  dn;r;5  SMlK*«fri  a tnsv/ol 

.r.^dii.ovt)'/*  buusM  i*v/  •.^•'.'‘V'A  i"A'.»U  aVS. 

sjiitfn  OJ  »T<j  t'flw  .A  ,1.)  .^\8i  >s 

bej'^vob  ,viqi?qa//9n  Isool  jivibiitKj^aliui'i'  ua  )i 
eRri"  ..;/•«  ‘3<t  '*,fK>1«w7/  •*  .^Ife  'l-.iJri*  u'Oi’JfettW 
ov^-i  itfrfJrA  av/j’jyo  biVifiJ# 

ifd  feiii  b<i*i  (iTIiiI  ^^>J»b  Jf^l  bib  nid*  lad 

ni 'Jirmo  ‘ t);*bu,-/'.  ; b » '-<«  H .fpit  i) 

.vit>n  oJ  d'jiTio  •*•!)  b ivoiii  ud 

..LI  liiqA  bouey  Jini  «kw  'lA^u-vA^  w*av»44 
-d0q  .IbrfoliW  H V/  v-TOlKpL*!** -*dT 
♦lo  Lyyjfei  n'**  lolibv  .(OiniH.  .^i  , J Lo.:  iu'»--jl 


.1 


f jmurthT  /inwv^  b«o7/  " smen  »dJ  vjbmi  ^a»t 


! :i  ibi»b*^»q  .d  atKsH  ,7/  1 ; 

I -^hT  fifiV  .3  i 103 biftyjq  ^pr/  ,:4yoi*ii^sitt  ^ | . ^ 

' ii  iid^l  1‘iiR  .ibiiRaidM  bo«  Ju  ''f 

. ■«  L •.ili  titr/j  .inEiiiulk.1  ■/>•  <>nM 


Um  '.!  b;m;n««a.o  =,lf  ,l,i'«  0 .A  !.»» 

,Vn  .isscnBui  bos  '(ir.lolDoe  bworfo  «svr  il 
si.iseo.l  O .a  aliil«  ,Jiisbii5-iq  |.5l>!>bb58o1,_rr£7  . 
VijiU  ,J  .A  .loliba  3Jcijo%«  i»6lfa<XiuA 
jguyuA  no  iWTjia*  bo.bAlyitf% 

bnK  Jiisb.eoiq  ajs  oodq  fid 

l.a*  .lunba  - 

^tnrt  lcv.Mifia  luiii  .donlf'in  .//  •}aio»0> 

■-oin.i  bb'l  //nivqrfjo?  DfiJ  ba  k JA 

-jb  c b3h>al»  <i»7/  fipiJillii/,  .H  ,U  A 'O* 

.vuU  yn:  .<3nbO-i  -I  .a  b»i. 
lo  u'.ll  !>»I?  nO  bal 50*p fiJ  odw 

bii^  *■  uqrijptKOi  »C'w  ortdio  yfli  .uofJffjoqior)  t-.ioJ 
byfcia  a :.isw  ^fiibliod  >ww‘\WX  ?«U  .Tun  ainp^  ^rfl 
-0JH3  adJ  ,ni  <WR3:iyni  ailT  .0OO,6^Jd  >«v3  « l» 
if, A bmt)o[  jjnuut  pyiianbtii 

btlfi  liJOJonqoiq  Kll  (H  ^iuivUjBi^ 


t>Ul  ->7/ ••  -.nsilhw  fe{  . ji  x'lCOfiiif.to  g 
ianojibu  I’K 

*.  »J^  .:  f f f r tmJ.t  t tsr%  f»  't/iw* 


#*V»  U JU'rS^l  -M-'  1 JL 

»d'i  • *s-di  b3)B)5  a 


Vioiad  Jj  bill;  .a  m #oa  ci  SAni-^\A 

.!»30«i63qqb  J'-itiorn  ni  '•''  *'dl  lo  yddlKl  pdJ 

r,t  vri/  iiU  .t  i.jMN-ja  i siV;I  :4i  '(;:•// bnii 

8S  ^uion:Jnc’>  .ladfildtvi  3<*i  ' Jt-i'dol/.  0 -I 

•»aSl.A  xft  I'b  - or1  nari^'  ,|,8?  f t blnu 
Jl  jqAi  ,1?  vtu["oU  _ no-fiua  i-i  ^ oj 

- it.i*u'H  .T7i  ba<nf{j)i/<{  niiUrrO  G 1.  bei  •Hi/jrL 

-7,oD  fi  ,/-.  iRovjjidi  mO  .i.^ivlni 

9ili  bcifl  iiiU»ao-l  id^iioil  btc 

^s\^  cidT  .baono)  -K7^  b;iiiv/oJ  K^f’nrt 

nt  11  'Hslnyuy  II»«  ;»l 

731UO  H’IiIk^U  QO'ii-  /•  ^liwiq UIBTiy  blJ4  7”'' tllTlAj  8){ 

.gnartjjliib 

shi?i»w  *i\.v*»iN  '.W\  n')i4ovV\ 


tfi  aTiiil  li  I iiou fli  badalldw^  **  , 

aaj  )9vp  Ddw  X«« 

• U//  ^i  9ii  M'  od  maii/-'  ol  lin’/s  %ft«  lA  ad 
oii;f  Iiio  9<J  Hi;d£  li  rinubtanaH  .(rti^dl  c*i  -.'mo® 
bniJ  ah»lij99i  »d.t  <ii 

JV  ,^iyb  lludi?  alolziq  lo  f jjua /sobiialfe  Tck  laal  df* 

.lenH^dt  >>  ^ 

•laaq  jR  ni  'j/ilir-iKi  bne  v^iwbni  ( i,?*  *5^ 

acjiioV/  aiil  >!o*  OJ  fjoilizeqoiq  adT* 
lodju  ).»tts  .a^ood  byxba  n ■anibliud  idl 
(04x7/  ri>ijcq  uiAu>  b^'uyaib  tiiav/  ,ftiii;ne 
A.ssv.i  '.  j'u  - w/a  o\A  t.'d  iht  dbaniji  dJaofn;.®  ^ 
* ,f  •jnl>\  bfifUf^wi  fiBW  .uvi\tj''t  K iV'AVi  'Vl 

.H  r.  n:xvf^  ifidi  Vo  r.idobQ  nl  , 


-isM  Bil;  ,qid«n9i»nflq  ‘4/  innl  bsiibi  la^niUlO  V 


fui>  fiiioie  s f;)mi<jm  i/H  •'  :^dHa  No\vw<Aj,^'‘‘^d«’^ 
baa  7nujjib4f{v  gid  .ni  '4<-^i*j'UV|  ladiuif  a^tl  no 
.,8*0  ‘.ftbnRZuodi  *idi  liVimo  .iiif 
#>,.7/’s>Hd  sdl  lud,  gi'ia  »c  burniK  a«y^lq5«  ^ 

-;^0  <11  '"  4lo(ICridf*>l>  is)f  btqbhyj  l[  Ly)b4 

vfi>lib»  Ma«3<KJ  itA9«odM.  .#J-P 

• ' . I _ . t **  )tt  \ ^ ’,  J . ii.  “T*  iv  M A 


rzrr«'oTV"i";Ld;:i..v ni 

S.b,p«.  «„ol  .1  -I  ,owob  onwb-.Mn 


v»*  bf^ewsi  SBW  *iu«*dV  ikivVA  AV^Tv'i^wVN 
v^«i  <ii  eolvfoa  f.  natloH  bi»«  wdoia  d!i  vtiOi  Vd 


-itiO'J  J9i4‘i  •'**  ’•il**'  i 


odT 


..H  .A  .jnlbr  odi  m . niAloid  >*' -n 

odJ  b3|l«bb'S  bne'^J9l^»  <»4  h .no#hi  /i»/] 
.lajibiD  Kli  ««  « 


loll#  x^ioii^ 

itdJ  hfe*4>ii»q  ^nifWuS  16  .V»vi>\vv»A 

mV,\  idl  bojo-Jdn  8i!4^  0 i'?’*’ ■ 

i<i  v«I  n^uW  .ibitXifr 

jjiojiatifif  yjiwollol  wlJ  , 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


101 


T/ic  l\'mbcrvillc  Reporter  was  established  in 
1885  by  A.  H.  Davidson,  who  w'as  a printer  and 
at  one  time  publisher  of  the  Independent. 

The  Wood  County  Index,  the  successor  of  the 
■ Reporter,  was  issued  by  C.  R.  F.  Berry,  who 
purchased  the  office  from  A.  H.  Davidson,  and 
carried  it  on  until  April  22,  1 889.  just  before  it 
had  reached  No.  27  of  Vol.  I\h  A Mr.  Pugh 
was  a partner  of  Berry  dowm  to  February  8, 

■I  889,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  the  senior 
partner,  who  in’ turn  sold  to  Speck. 

The  Pemberville  Leader  may  be  said  to  have 
been  established  by  George  H.  Speck,  who  pur- 
chased the  Index  on  April  22,  1S89,  and,  on  May 
3,  that  year,  changed  the  name  to  Pemberville 
Leader.  He  introduced  modern  methods  in  the 
news  and  business  departments,  and  made  it  a 
.good  local  new'spaper,  w'orthy  of  the  patronage 
■extended  to  it. 

The  Pemberville  Presbyterian  w'as  issued  in 
3 890  by  Rev.  G.  C.  Gerlach  in  the  interest  of 
his  society. 

The  Farm  and  Fireside  w’as  issued  by  G. 
Ouderkirk,  at  Grand  Rapids,  in  the  spring  of 
1 882,  was  published  here  for  less  than  a year, 
when  the  owner  moved  to  Toledo  and  thence  to 
Detroit,  -Mich. , where  he  continued  publication 
under  the  same  name. 

The  Grand  Rapids  Triumph,  which  w'as 
issued  in  1883,  for  some  years  was  known  as 
Thompson' s Triumph,  and  was  published  by  C.  K. 
Thompson,  assisted  by  William  Sheffield,  from 
the  summer  of  1 883  to  September  2,  1 887,  when 
he  sold  the  office  and  moved  to  Toledo,  w'here  he 
died  in  1 890  or  1891.  On  September  2,  1887, 
P'rank  Dodge  and  John  Doyle  purchased  the 
office  of  Thompson' s Triumph  and  changed  the 
name  to  Grand  Rapids  Triumph.  They  issued 
No.  I,  Vol.  V.,  on  the  date  given.  On  Februar}' 
10,  1 888,  F.  A.  Crosby  and  A.  J.  Fries  became 
owners  and  published  the  Triumph,  regularly, 
until  August  16,  1889,  when  F".  A.  Crosby  be- 
came sole  owner,  E.  H.  Eckert,  of  Toledo, 
purchased  the  office  in  December,  1889,  and  car- 
ried on  the  'Triumph  for  one  year,  when  he  sold 
to  Floyd  Huffman,  who  issued  his  salutatory,  De- 
cember 26,  1890,  saving:  “\\hth  this  issue  of 

the  'Triumph  we  assume  charge,  and  will  continue 
to  grind  out  the  news  as  our  former  predecessors 
have  done.  We  will  do  the  best  we  can,  and 
expect  your  help;  will  take  no  part  in  politics, 
but  will  encourage  any  new  enterprise  that  comes 
under  our  notice."  The  Triumph  is  still  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  the  old  village  at  the  Heail  of 
the  Rapids. 

The  C Vianet  Globe  was  published  in  1891  by 


Arthur  Campbell,  who  claimed  800  inhabitants 
for  his  village.  This  claim  aroused  the  editor  of 
the  Triumph  to  claim  for  Grand  Rapids  a popu- 
lation of  5,000  and  twenty-six  miles  of  sidewalk. 
The  Globe  is  gone  the  way  of  all  things  earthly. 

'The  Cygnet  Gusher  was  another  weekly  pa- 
per of  the  same  class,  about  which  less  may  be 
written.  Its  course  was  short  and  tortuous. 

The  Christian  Re':>iezo,  a semi-monthly  jour- 
nal, was  issued  in  the  interest  of  the  Disciples  or 
Christian  Church,  from  the  office  of  'The  Observer, 
of  Prairie  Depot  — Rev.  A.  McMillan  being  the 
publisher.  When  he  left  Freeport,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1895,  the  Revieio  ceased  to  be  issued. 

- The  Toutogany  Weekly  Herald  was  issued 
August  16,  1890,  by  George  \V.  Grames  and 
Willie  L.  Munson.  Its  life  was  short  (six  weeks) 
and  uneventful,  but  the  Herald  won  sufficient 
attention  to  have  its  requiem  sung  by  village  wits 
on  the  day  of  the  editor's  departure. 

The  Weekly  Graphic  was  established  at  Brad- 
ner  December  26,  1890,  by  George  W.  Grames, 
who  had  previously  founded  the  Herald,  at  Ton- 
togany.  It  was  a little  journal  of  a few  days, 
neatly  printed,  and  full  of  local  items  and  adver- 
tisements. 

'The  Bradncr  Xeies  was  issued  by  A.  C.  Gor- 
such,  after  the  Graphic  ceased  publication,  but 
its  lease  of  life  was  as  short  as  that  of  its  prede- 
cessor. 

Prairie  Depot  Observer,  No.  I,  \’ol.  I,  w’as 
issued  September  19,  1894,  by  Geo.  C.  Will- 
iams. He  speaks  of  the  Observer  as  the  first  and 
only  newspaper  ever  published  in  the  village,  and 
trusts  to  make  his  venture  successful.  The  issue 
of  October  4,  1895,  was  a very  creditable  one, 
containing,  as  it  did,  illustrations  and  descriptions 
of  Freeport,  with  the  ordinary  local  items  of  the 
week. 

The  Bradner  Advocate  was  founded  October 
26,  1894,  by  D.  H.  Runneals,  as  an  independent 
weekly  journal.  He  bought  the  material  new. 
introduced  a new  era  in  local  journalism,  and 
made  the  Aidvocate  worthy  of  the  prosperity  it  had 
won,  even  before  \'olume  II  was  commenced  in 
October,  1895.  The  owner  is  a progressive  busi- 
ness man  who  carved  a road  to  success  among 
strangers  within  a }'ear. 

The  newspapers  of  to-da_\'  in  Wood  county 
appear  to  offer  fair  compensation  for  the  labor 
expended,  fair  interest  on  the  capital  invested, 
and  a fair  prosfiect  of  being  permanent  institutions. 
.\11  the  files  obtauiablc  from  183  t to  iv^o;,  were 
searched,  and  fiom  this  se.irch  result  many 
of  the  thousands  of  incidents  described  in  this 
volume. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


Pioneer  Physicians — Sanharv  Conditions  of  the  County  between  ISIG  and  Ijil-j — Reminis- 
cences OF  OLD  Practitioners — Apreakance  in  the  County'  of  eater  Physician^ — The 
Choeera — Role  of  Physicians  who  settled  in  the  County'  in  recent  Yfiars.  together 
with  some  brief  personal  Sketches — Maumee  Vali.ey'  Medical  Association — Woorv 
County'  ^Medical  Society' — Wood  County'  Phy'sicians'  Association. 


^I^HEfan.iily  physician  's  Yery  calling  brings 
him  into  closer  intimacy  with  his  fello\v 
I men,  than  does  that  of  any  other  profes- 
sion. The  pioneer  physician  was  in  a 
great  number  of  instances  less  refined  than  the 
medical  doctor  and  surgeon  of  to-dav,  but  his  un- 
selfish, self-sacrificing  and  fearless  devotion  to 
duty  has  not  been  and  never  will  be  excelled. 
The  modern  physician  knows  more  than  the  pio- 
neer doctor  did.  "His  field  of  influence  is  wider, 
his  opportunities  are  unbounded.  As  morals, 
manners  and  customs  changed,  the  fihysician 
changed;  so  that  to-day,  in  the  small  villages  of 
the  land,  we  find  men  equipped  by  medical 
education,  and  with  mechanical  means,  to  cope 
with  all  the  peculiar  demands  of  modern  practice. 

When  the  first  physician  located  opposite 
Fort  Meigs,  in  1814  or  1815,  the  Indians  were 
afflicted  with  the  same  diseases  as  the  pioneers. 
Fevers  and  ague  were  part  and  parcel  of  existence 
then.  Dr.  Manville,  in  speaking  of  his  early 
days  in  Wood  county,  draws  an  accurate  picture 
of  sanitary  conditions,  between  1816  and  1845. 
“The  early  settlers,”  he  says,  “ of  what  is  called 
the  ‘black  swamp,’  had  a great  deal  of  sickness, 
mostly  fever  and  ague,  which  was  very  prevalent 
in  an  early  day.  So  much  water  on  the  surface 
of  the  land  caused  so  much  malaria,  that  bilious- 
ness, chills,  fever  and  ague  were  the  results. 
Whenever  a new  famih'  made  their  appearance 
and  settled  down,  we  all  would  say,  ‘ there  is 
another  family  with  whom  we  can  divide  the 
shakes.'  It  took  from  three  to  five  years  to  get- 
acclimated;  every  j'ear,  from  about  the  first  of 
July,  until  frost  and  cold  made  its  appearance, 
the  people  had  the  ague,  and  they  looked  for  it 
just  as  much,  and  it  came  with  the  same  regular- 
ity that  the  summer  and  fall  came.  It  was  not 
of  the  same  kind  tliat  we  have  in  this  countrv 
latterly.  It  took  hold  of  a person  am!  literally 
shook  ftim  u[>.  I liave  seen  fellows  g<)  to  bed 
with  the  ague,  and  when  the  shake  came  on  the 


very  bed  and  floor  would  rattle.  So  violent  was 
the  disease  that  at  times  their  teeth  would  rattle. 
Many  times,  whole  families  would  be  down  at 
one  time,  so  that  one  could  not  give  another  a 
drink  of  water.  The  ague  usually  came  on  ever}' 
other  day,  and  when  there  was  not  people 
enough  they  had  to  have  it  every  day,  for  some- 
times there  appeared  to  be  about  two  agues  for 
one  man ; and  oftentimes  they  had  to  have  it  twice 
in  one  day.  The  well  day,  as  we  used  to  call 
the  day  we  missed  it,  men  would  be  able  to  do 
some  light  work,  and  it  may  seem  strange,  but 
the  day  the  chill  was  to  come  on  you  could  look 
out  from  10  A.  M.  until  2 p.  M.,  and  you  could 
see  the  boys  come  in  to  take  their  shale,  as  much 
so  as  to  take  their  dinners.  W'e  were  not  troubled 
much  in  those  da}’s  from  any  disease  of  a malig- 
nant form.  Aside  from  the  ague,  we  had  some 
bilious,  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  We 
had  no  need  of  a doctor  to  bleed  the  patient,  for 
the  pesky  mosquitoes  did  all  the  bleeding  that 
was  necessary.” 

If  we  except  the  military  surgeons  who  ac- 
companied Hull,  in  his  march  through  this  coun- 
ty in  1812,  or  those  who  were  in  Harrison's  army 
in  1813,  the  honors  of  the  pioneer  physician  must 
be  accorded  to  Dr.  Barton.  He  located  near 
the  Foot  of  the  Rapids  after  the  war  of  1812. 
and,  for  four  or  five  vears,  attended  reds  and 
whites  alike,  with  little  regard  to  financial  com- 
pensation. He  was  at  Maumee  in  1816,  when 
Dr.  Conant  arrived,  and  was  still  inhabiting  a 
cabin  there,  when  Dr.  J.  Thurstin  arrived  in 
1817.  Neither  Conant  nor  Thurstin  refer  to  liis 
going,  but  it  is  known  that  he  luui  left  the  vil- 
lage prior  to  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  to 
I’errssbtirg,  for,  in  1823,  when  Dr.  Walter  Col- 
ton settled  tliere.  Dr.  Ibiiton’s  cabin  wa-<  vacant. 
Dr.  Conant  exercise  ! jurisdiction  as  jiista-e  ol  tlie 
pe.ice  for  Michig.iu,  Teiritoiv,  on  tlie  Maumee, 
even  down  to  the  organi/atimi  of  this  cmint}. 
and  for  nianv  vears  was  the  countv's  most  in- 
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fluential  cftizen.  Little  is  known  of  Dr.  Thurs- 
tin,  but  it  is  known  that  Dr.  Colton  inove<l  to 
Monroe,  Mich,  in  1827,  where  he  died  of  cholera 
a few  years  after.  William  Wood,  the  first  resi- 
lient physician  within  tlie  present  county,  located 
at  Perr\sburg  in  1828;  Oscar  White  settled 
across  the  river  in  1S29,  but  practiced  on  both 
sides  of  the  river.  He  died  in  1883. 

Hundreds  of  reminiscences  of  the  old  physi- 
cians might  be  given,  stories  of  heroic  practice 
and  startling  adventures  related;  but  such  items 
belong  to  romance  rather  than  to  sober,  matter- 
of-fact  history.  One  incident,  however,  may  be 
told.  It  is  based  on  the  authorit}-  of  one  of  the 
witnesses,  and  substantiated  by  Dr.  Conani  him- 
self. While  the  Ewings  resided  at  Wolf  Rapids, 
the  oldest  son,  Anthony,  was  bitten  by  a rattle- 
snake, and  by  the  rime  Dr.  Conant  got  there  the 
boy  was  horribly  swollen,  as  spotted  as  a leop- 
ard, and  in  great  agony.  Conant  could  do  noth- 
ing for  him.  About  this  time,  an  old  Inrlian 
came  over  froni  the  village  opposite  Ewing's, 
and,  after  sullenly  looking  at  the  boy  for  a time, 
proposed  to  cure  him  for  a gallon  of  whisky. 
Ewing,  now  hopeless  of  saving  the  boy’s  life,  told 
the  Indian  he  would  do  it.  The  Indian  soon  got 
some  herbs  and  administered  to  the  boy,  reliev- 
ing him  immediately,  but  he  carefully  concealed 
all  his  operations  from  the  white  medicine  man. 
Conant  afterward  ga\e  the  Indian  three  gallons 
of  whisky  for  a receipt  for  the  cure,  but  there  is 
no  evidence  that  the  old  doctor  ever  instructed 
his  contemporaries  in  the  Indian  method  of  treat- 
ment. 

Dr.  Daniel  Brainard,  of  Fremont,  began 
practice  there  in  1819.  and  when  the  first  settle- 
ments were  made  on  the  Portage,  he  it  was  who 
was  called  to  aid  the  fever-stricken  pioneers. 

Dr.  Cossage,  called  by  the  first  settlers  “a 
frontiersman,”  located  at  Risdon,  in  1829,  and 
for  three  or  four  years  acted  as  guide,  wagoner, 
dentist,  doctor  ai;d  man  of  all  work.  Dr. 
Fletcher  settled  in  Perry  township  as  early  as 
1833;  Dr.  Kinnaman,  of  whom  mention  is  made 
in  the  history  of  Montgomery,  came  into  the 
southea.'-t  quarter  of  the  county  a year  or  so 
later,  performed  the  surgical  operation  credited 
to  him  in  the  chapter  on  .Montgomery,  and  built 
up  a fine  reputation  in  a short  period.  Harvey 
Burritt,  who  located  at  Grand  Rapids,  in  1833, 
was  a redoubtalde  (uoneer  physician,  whose  treat- 
ment of  disease  and  wounds  was  always  heroic. 
He  moved  to  Maumee  in  1832.  W illiam  Durbin 
located  at  Rollersville  in  1834.  Nathaniel  Dus- 

tin and  Daniel  Cook,  of  Maumee,  and  E.  D. 
Peck,  of  Perryslajrg,  began  practice  as  early  as 


I 1836,  and  became  well-known  physicians  and 
mercliants.  Dr.  Peck  came  in  1834;  while  Eli 
i Manville,  who  located  northwest  of  Bowling 
; Green,  in  1834,  was  recognized  as  a physician  of 
, ability.  Dr.  Thomas  resided  at  Portage  until 
i 1842,  when  he  left  the  country,  his  contem- 
; porary,  Manson  Rice,  was  a surgeon,  and  died 
; from  blood-poisoning  at  a later  date.  B.  S. 
Woodworth,  of  Providence,  settled  there  in  1837; 
Dr.  Patterson,  at  W'est  Millgrove,  the  same  year. 

; Dr.  Eathrop  was  in  Washington  township,  fohn 
I Wolverton  and  Drs.  Fuller  and  Ballard  at  Bow- 
' ling  Green,  with  a few  others  scattered  here  and 
^ there  along  the  county  boundaries. 

, During  the  decade  ending  in  December.  1849, 

; a number  of  disciples  of  Hvsculapius  made  their 
appearance  in  the  wilderness,  tor  be  ii  known 
I that  in  the  '‘forties”  the  territory  known  as 
WTod  county  was  in  a most  primitive  condition. 

' The  population  had  almost  doubled  since  1S39, 
and  yet  no  attem.pt  was  made  to  improve  san- 
itary conditions.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 

I then,  that  everyone  suffered  from  malaritd  dis- 
: eases,  or  that  physicians  multiplied.  Bradford 
: Hutchins,  T.  S.  Carman  and  E.  Ranger  located  at 
Freeport, the  latter  in  1842  'where  he  resided  until 
he  moved  to  Weston  in  1864  or  18G3):  M,  Parks 
' located  on  the  site  of  North  I.Ialtimore;  Dr. 

I Owens  practiced  at  Otsego  from  1840  to  1832: 
W^elcome  Pray  in  the  Miltonville  and  Waterville 
I district;  William  R.  Peck,  or  " The  Little  Doc- 
. tor  Peck,”  taught  school  and  practiced  medicine; 
j Chauncey  Matthews  died  at  Maumee,  in  1847. 
i Dr.  Eli  Manville  preceded  G.  J.  Rogers  at 
Bowling  Green;  Dr.  Wiley,  of  Henry  towp.sh  p 
and  Henry  Buck,  of  Perrt'sburg,  were  i'.ere  prior 
to  the  close  of  1846.  Justus  Wright,  David 
Scott  and  Ale.xander  Anderson,  of  Maumee;  \'an- 
der  Haden,  Russell  and  Hiram  Burr,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Dr.  Niolilung,  the  soi  (^isant  planter. 

; near  Tontogaii}',  William  Bailey,  of  Weston, 

I Breese.ot  Grand  Rapids,  and  Osborne,  of  the  cen- 
tral townships,  came  in  before  the  close  of  1848. 

, Walter  and  Thomas  Hutchins  are  said  to  have  re- 
sided at  Freeport  for  short  periods  in  the  • ‘ forties, 
while  Dr.  Robertson  was  a partner  of  Dr.  Peck, 
at  Perrysburg.  Dr.  Howell  came  in  1838.  (}ui- 

nine  and  whisk\'  were  the  great  medicines  of  the 
period.  Ever}'  ph\sician  belie\ed  m tlieir  em- 
cacy  for  the  ills  of  the  patient  and  the  doer-".. 
The  instruction  of  \'ander  Haden  to  his  patienr-' 
was  to  eat  e\er}  thing,  save  a blacksmith's  bel- 
lows or  an  iron  wedge.  He  prohibited  the  lir'C 
as  an  article  of  food,  because  it  was  too  wind}, 
and  tlie  second,  because  it  was  too  hea\'\'  tor  tin 
stomach.  His  jileasantries  were  so  numerous. 
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that  the  people  appreciated  him  and  patronized 
him  very  liberally. 

The  decade  ending  in  i860  witnessed  the  in- 
crease of  population  from  9,157  to  17,886  in 
i860.  Among  the  new-comers  were  many  phy- 
sicians— some  good,  some  indifferent,  some  bad. 
There  was  a harvest  awaiting  them.  The  people 
had  undertaken  the  great  work  of  draining  the 
county,  for  it  was  evident  that,  with  this  popula- 
tion, sanitary  laws  must  be  observed.  The  phy- 
sicians were  the  strongest  friends  of  drainage. 
Many  of  them  served  throughout  the  Black- 
Erysipelas  epidemic  of  September,  1 846,  which 
carried  away  at  least  fifty  persons  in  the  Bowling 
Green  neighborhood,  among  the  number  being 
Ruth  Tracy,  Mrs.  Chloe  Pike,  the  wives  of  James 
and  Frank  Magin nis,  and  Mrs.  Brown.  In  other 
neighborhoods  the  terrible  disease  played  havoc. 
Now,  the  repetition  of  such  a plague  had  to  be 
prevented.  Drainage  appeared  to  be  the  great 
preventative.  Work  was  entered  upon,  but  dur- 
ing its  progress  malaria  assumed  stronger 
hold  upon  the  people.  This  is  proved  by  con- 
temporary newspaper  accounts  and  by  the  rec- 
ords of  the  old  Agricultural  Association  ; so  that 
when  the  sanitary  and  social  conditions  of  the 
time  are  compared,  one  is  not  surprised  to  learn 
that  disease  rushed  over  and  through  the  barri- 
cades built  or  suggested  by  the  ph_\’sicians. 

The  Cholera. — The  epidemic  of  1854  was  in- 
comparably the  most  severe  scourge  which  ever 
fell  on  any  Ohio  town.  Judge  Dodge,  speaking 
of  it  before  the  board  of  health  in  F'ebruary, 
1 893,  said  that  the  extent  of  the  mortality  will 
never  be  accurately  known.  A few  months  be- 
fore, the  Journal  published  a list  of  1 4 1 known 
victims,  but  the  Judge  believes  that  it  might 
easily  be  increased  to  more  than  200.  Dr.  E.  I). 
Peck,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  epidemic,  assured 
the  Judge  more  than  once  that  all  would  fall  vic- 
tims to  the  terrible  disease.  Of  the  1,300  inhab- 
itants, credited  to  the  town  on  July  1,  1854,  only 
600  remained,  and,  of  that  number,  one-third  are 
said  to  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease.-  N.  H. 
Callard,  who,  like  Judge  Dodge,  remained  with 
the  people,  gives  a graphic  description  of  the 
advent  and  progress  of  the  disease,  telling  how 
the  mayor  delegated  his  authority  to  Judge  Dodge 
and  Hed,  and  how  his  example  was  followed  by 
councilrnen  and  their  constituents  in  a wholesale 
manner.  From  his  history  of  the  epidemic,  the 
following  paragraph  is  taken  : 

On  July  4,  18'>4,  .1  pic-nic  vs.is  held  in  a small  ^rovt-  a 
little  south  of  the  old  court  house.  Tlie  cili/ens,  both  from 
town  and  country,  h.id  provide<l  ani|)le  provision  for  havimr 
a good  time.  The  tables  were  laden  with,  [irovisions.  The 
atmos[)here  was  inten.sely  liot,  and  exhibited  a blueish,  hazy 


i 

j condition.  h.arly  in  the  day  it  became  noised  abroad  that  a 
j child  had  died  from  cholera  on  the  evening  previous.  This 
; cast  a gloom  over  the  [veople,  and  the  Country  people  soon 
1 returned  to  their  homes,  lea\  ing  consitlerahle  provisions  to  be 
distnbuted  among  the  needy  citizens.  The  i.ucas  familv  re- 
ceived a good  supply.  On  the  6ih  of  July  the  first  death  in 
' that  family  occurred.  The  mother  of  the  child  had  then  no 
I assistance.  She  sent  for  me  to  go  ewer  and  hel[)  them  to 
I bury  their  dead.  On  (lassing  into  the  house,  I observed  in 
i an  open  cupboard,  exposed  to  the  contaminated  atmosphere 
\ of  this  cholera-infected  house,  remains  of  food  tluit  had  fieen 
i taken  from  the  tables  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  The  children 
I were  under  no  restraint  and  had  no  douVit  ate  of  this  food, 
I whenever  they  saw  tit.  In  the  William's  hmise  adjoining, 
the  cholera  jirevailed,  and  the  frequent  vomits  of  the  so- 
: called  rice  water  was,  as  a matter  of  convenience,  thrown  or, 

; the  ground  between  the  two  houses,  anvi  it  was  speedilv  ab- 
i sorbed  by  the  dust  anti  dried  up  by  the  heat.  In  this  cmuli- 
tion  the  poison-germ  ol  cholera  was  readily  flttated  bv  the 
current  in  the  atmosphere,  and  through  the  opien  window  of 
; tl>e  Lucas  house,  brought  in  contact  with  the  food  therein 
: exposed.  That  was  the  condition  of  matters  when  I entered 
, that  house  on  the  Oth  of  July.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the 
I water  drank  by  this  family  was  polluted  in  like  manner.  Dv 
I this  process  of  contamination  seven  out  of  eight  members 
of  this  family  were  swept  from  existence.  In  most  cases 
there  were  no  jirojier  facilities  existing  either  for  handling 
the  sick  or  in  providing  suitable  food  for  them.  Had  there 
' been  t[ualihed  auxiliaries  to  the  physicians  in  attendance  on 
i the  sick  in  their  second  stage  of  the  disease,  there  is  but  lit- 
I tie  doubt  that  many  lives  would  have  been  saved, 
j The  important  lessons  of  that  period  have  had  a due 
> influence  on  the  citizens  of  Lerrysburg.  Since  that  peri.^i 
; the  streets  of  the  village  have  been  thoroughly  drained,  arni 
due  regard  has  been  had  to  the  removal  of  all  substances 
that  are  regarded  as  detrimental  to  the  public  health. 

This  incident,  though  properly  belonging  to 
the  history  of  Perrysburg,  is  introduced  here  to 
■ account  for  the  number  of  medical  men  who 
flocked  toward  the  lower  Maumee  Country'.  In 
1851,  Dr.  Williamson  located  at  Freeport;  in 
, 1853,  A.  J.  Gardner  located  at  Grand  Rapids;  in 
1854,  Dr.  Robertson,  a partner  of  P2.  D.  Peck, 
died  while  combating  the  cholera,  and  Dr.  H. 
A.  Hamilton  came  that  year  to  take  his  place. 
Dr.  Frederick  labored  in  the  midst  of  the  danger 
as  well  as  Dr.  W.  H.  Smith;  the  physicians. 
Philo  and  W.  M.  Bell  located  in  Weston  in  1852.; 
L.  L.  Gorsuch  practiced  at  Freeport;  John  F. 
Clayton  purchased  Dr.  Wiley's  interests  in  Henry 
township,  located  on  the  site  of  North  Baltiumre 
after  the  war,  but  moved  to  Missouri  in  1871  or 
j 1872;  J.  D.  Whitacre  located  near  Scotch  Ridge 
in  1855,  Henry  Buckland  at  Stony  Ridge  about 
the  same  time,  and  C.  R.  Rosendale  at  West 
Millgrove;  Ozias  Baird  was  in  Bloom,  Beardslej 
and  Watson  at  Grand  Rapids,  F.  B.  Emerson  at 
Fagleville,  Kerr,  Seward,  Reynolds,  H(.)bson  ami 
J.  J.  Dahlen  at  Perrysburg,  J.  B.  Smith  and 
William  G.  Lamb  at  Bowling  Green,  and  Dr 
Peters  at  Pemberville,  with  Dr.  Koeble  following 
' him  that  year  or  the  next  at  the  Forks  of  tl'.e 
Portage. 

The  population  increased  to  24.553  bv  June. 
1870.  During  tl'ie  decaiie  emiing  in  December, 
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1869.  the  profession  received  many  recruits. 

F.  Meeks  located  at  Portage  as  earl}' 
though  he  resided  at  Custar  in  1867;  Kellogg, 
Ballard  and  Squires  had  cccu[)ied  theTontogany 
field,  and,  perhaps,  Dr.  Gilbert,  who  was  there 
from  1863  to  1866,  preceded  Dr.  B.  P'.  Davis  in 
practice,  for  it  is  said  that  Dr.  Davis  did  not 
locate  at  Tontoganv  until  1865.  H.  R.  Potter 
was  at  Potterstown  as  early  as  1864;  A.  J.  Man- 
ville  and  Dr.  Howells  were  at  Bowling  Green  in 
1866.  Geo.  \V.  Bell  at  Grand  Rapids,  Wrn. 
Bell  at  Weston,  R.  Laney  in  Portage  township 
in  1864,  Charles  Whisler  at  North  Baltimore 
■down  to  1868,  G.  W.  Vail  at  Bowling  Green 
from  18 — to  1885;  C.  A.  Henry  read  medicine  in 
Perry  township  in  1865,  Dr.  Henry  at  Pember- 
ville,  and  Dr.  Forbes  at  Weston  in  1866;  J.  H. 
Rheinfrank  practiced  at  Perrysburg;  Dr.  McCor- 
mick at  Pernberville,  1867-71;  Geo.  W.  Moore, 
at  Tontogany;  Alexander  Brown,  Albert  Claypool 
and  James  Lathrop  at  Weston;  A.  Sterling,  R. 
C.  Hunter,  and  A.  Evans  at  Weston;  E.  D. 
Powers  and  McCray,  of  Perrysburg,  were  in 
the  county  in  1869,  and  perhaps  prior  to  that 
year. 

\\'’hen  Dr.  George  B.  Spencer,  of  Weston, 
located  there  in  1870,  many  of  the  physicians 
named  were  still  residents  of  the  county.  J.  M. 
Telford  settled  at  North  Baltimore,  in  1S71,  but 
A.  G.  Henry  succeeded  him  as  early  as  1873,  the 
same  year  in  which  Robert  L.  Souder  located 
there.  Dr.  Hughes  settled  at  Custar  in  1872, 
E.  W.  Schooley,  the  same  year.  Mb  W.  Perry 
at  Perrysburg  in  1872,  S.  E.  Chapman,  a homeo- 
path, began  practice  at  Perrysburg  in  1S73,  and  I 
Dr.  Rausch  at  Portage,  the  same  year;  while  H. 

P.  Eaton  moved  to  North  Baltimore  in  1874. 
T.  J.  Klussman  located  at  Tontogany,  J.  H.  Ogle  i 
and  R.  J.  Simon  Che  latter  in  1873}  at  Pernber- 
ville,  Avery  McClaran  'who  died  in  1887)  at 
North  Baltimore,  M'’orline  and  Slaughtei*  at 
Custar,  S.  S.  Bronson  at  Jerry  City,  James  Col-  ■ 
ter  at  Bairdstown,  and  J.  M.  Ricketts,  at  Bowl- 
ing Green.  In  1876,  J.  H.  Gibson  was  at  Bairds- 
town, while  in  1877  and  1878  .\.  E.  Davis  was  at  , 
Tontogany,  I'rancis  Strain  at  Perr_\sburg,  O.  H. 
Sullivan  at  Bowling  Green,  and  Thomas  R.  Mor- 
rison at  North  Baltimore.  The  names  of  J.  C. 
Lincoln,  the  late  B.  F.  Lcet,  Dr.  Thomas,  A.  M. 
Chilcote,  Edward  H.  Chilcote,  ar.d  others,  who  ' 
began  in  the  “seventies,  ” are  given  in  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Medical  Society  and  the  .Association. 

The  roll  of  physicians,  who  settled  here  in 
recent  years,  embraces  the  names  of  a few  of  the 
older  men,  and  a brief  sketch  of  some  of  their 
lives  is  given.  , 


j Perrysburg. — Erasmus  D.  Peck — deceased — 
j was  a native  of  Stafford,  Conn.,  and  descended 
1 from  one  of  the  old  Colonial  families.  His  birth 
I occurred  in  1808,  and  his  education  was  received 
in  the  schools  of  Munson,  Mass.,  and  at  Yale  Col- 
lege, from  the  Medical  Department  of  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1829.  After  his  graduation 
Dr.  Peck  came  to  Ohio,  and  in  1834  to  Perrys- 
burg, at  which  place  he  practiced  medicine  for 
upward  of  forty  years.  He  was  a man  of  com- 
manding influence  in  all  lines  of  effort,  and  took 
a prominent  place  in  the  councils  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  which  he  entered  on  the  disorganiza- 
tion of  the  old  AA’hig  party.  From  1855  to  i8:;7, 
he  served  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
and  was  a representative  in  Congress  in  the 
Forty-first  and  Forty-second  sessions.  Plis  death 
occurred  December  25,  1876. 

H.  Hamilton  descended  from  a long  line 

of  physicians  and  surgeons.  In  speaking  of  his 
ancestry  the  Centennial  edition  of  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Association  sa\s:  “One  of 

the  most  distinguished  names  upon  the  roll  of 
physicians  in  our  locality,  whether  during  the 
last  or  the  present  century,  is  that  of  Hamilton. 
* ■"  ” He  was  born  at  Somers,  Conn.,  in 

1829,  was  educated  at  Suffield,  Conn.,  and  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  New 
York,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1852.  He 
practiced  three  years  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
in  1854  came  to  Perrysburg  and  comnmneed 
practice  along  with  the  late  Dr.  Peck.  Dr. 
Hamilton  is  a man  of  unusual  robust  plusuiue, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  of  the 
profession. 

|.  H.  Rheinfrank  is  a native  of  Bridgewater, 
Mich.,  born  in  1840.  In  boyhood  he  attended 
the  graded  schools  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and,  m 
1861,  was  graduated,  and  entered  the  Literary 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Later 
he  was  a student  in  the  Medical  Department  ot 
the  same  university,  and  was  graduated  in  1864.. 
Soon  after  taking  his  degree  he  located  in  the 
practice  at  Perrvsburg,  where  he  has  made  for 
himself  a high  standing  in  the  profession  and  a 
citizen  of  prominence. 

I.  S.  Bowers  is  a native  of  what  is  now  the 
province  of  Ontario,  but  passed  his  boyhood  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  there,  in  the  di^trict 
schools,  and  high  schools  at  Petersburg  and  .\K>n- 
roe,  received  his  elementary  education.  .At  an 
early  age  he  began  reading  medicine  with  an 
uncle  at  Fond-du-Lac,  Whs.,  and  on  his  father  s 
removal  to  Perrysburg,  in  1870,  he  subsequently 
furthered  his  medical  studies  under  the  direi  tion 
of  Dr.  Rheinfrank,  of  that  place.  In  1881  ho 
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was  graduated  from  the  Detroit  Medical  College, 
and  at  once  began  practicing  at  Periysburg.  At 
this  time  he  is  president  of  the  boaid  of  pension 
examiners  for  W'ood  county.  | 

H.  R.  Koether  is  a native  of  Perrvsburg,  and  ! 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  town  received  his  ■ 
education,  being  graduated  therefrom  in  iS86. 
He  then  taught  school  for  several  \-ears,  and  in  ; 
1893  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Depart-  ‘ 
ment  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  .\fter  his 
graduation  he  was  for  a tinm  the  assistant  sur- 
geon at  the  Aragon  mines,  at  Norway,  .Mich.  He 
then  returned  to  Perrysburg,  where  he  has  been  | 
actively  and  energetically  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  where  his  abilit}'  and  influence 
are  recognized.  In  1895  Dr.  Roether  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Perrysburg  township. 
The  Doctor  is  of  the  Regular  School  in  distinc- 
tion from  Homeopathy. 

J.  E.  Brainard  is  a graduate  of  the  Clevela'nd 
Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  class  of  i 889. 

\V.  H.  Rheinfrank,  who  is  associated  in  the 
practice  with  his  father,  J.  H.  Rheinfrank,  was 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  in  1894. 

Grand  Rapids. — Andrew  J.  Gardner  is  a na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  1827  at  Hubbard,  where  he 
resided  until  ten  years  of  age,  and  then  went 
with  his  father  to  Youngstown,  wliere  he  received 
the  rudiments  of  an  education.  He  read  medi- 
cine for  some  time  under  Drs.  Woodbridge  & 
Garlick,  and  then  entered  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Western  Reserve  College,  graduating 
in  1848.  He  practiced  for  a short  time  at 
Sharon,  Penn.,  and  for  five  years  at  Youngstown, 
and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  then,  in  1S53,  came  to 
Grand  Rapids.  He  has  since  resided  here,  and 
for  thirty-five  years  has  conducted  a drug  store. 

J.  A.  Backus  w'as  graduated  from  the  Cleve- 
land Homeopathic  Hospital  College  in  1880; 

J.  Heller  from,  tha  .Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1874;  L.  G.  Ennis  from 
Long  Island  College  Hos[)ital  in  1889:  J.  N. 
Mead. 

lids/  Pfi U prove. — Charles  R.  Rosendale  is  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  with  his 
father’s  family  came  to  the  United  States  at  the 
age  of  nine  years  During  the  winter  seasons 
he  attenfled  the  district  schools  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wellington,  Oh.io,  and  the  high  school  at  Ehria. 
At  the  age  of  tw'enty  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Drs.  Smith  and  Johns,  of  the  former 
place,  and  subseiiueiitly  studied  under  Dr.  .Mc- 
Kenzie of  Litchiield.  He  was  graduated  fn.'m 
the  Cincinnati  Ech  ctic  Institute  in  1856,  and 
that  year  located  at  West  Millgrove,  where  he 


has  had  a most  successful  career.  An  extended 
notice  of  the  Doctor's  life  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

T.  T.  Rosendale,  a son  of  Dr.  Charles  R. 
Rosendale,  is  a successful  physician  of  P'ostoria. 
He  is  a native  of  MYst  Millgrove,  in  w'hich  village 
he  received  his  early  schooling.  He  afterward 
was  in  attendance  for  three  years  at  the  Northern 
Indiana  Normal  School,  but  had  previously  read 
medicine  under  his  father  and  Dr.  Flenry,  at 
I'ostoria.  In  1890  he  entered  the  Western  Re- 
serve .Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  and  was 
graduated  in  1893,  and  the  same  year  located  at 
Fostoria. 

C.’  B.  Hatfield  was  born  in  Perry  township, 
this  county,  and  during  youth  and  early  manhood 
remained  on  his  father's  farm.  In  the  fall  of 
1889,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  he  en- 
tered Western  Reserve  .Medical  College  at  Cleve- 
land. Ohio,  but  in  1891  was  compelled  to  leave 
on  account  of  poor  health.  Later  he  was  a stu- 
dent in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  at 
Louisville,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1893.  In  June  of  that  \-ear  he  located 
at  West  Millgrove. 

Dr.  Kirkham  visited  this  settlement  as  early 
as  1837. 

Prairie  Depot. — Edwin  R.  Sage  is  a native 
of  Connecticut,  born  in  1S25.  Wduen  he  was  aged 
eleven  years  the  faniily  came  to  Ohio,  and  when 
he  was  fifteen  his  father  died.  Young  Sage  then 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  followed 
it  for  three  years.  He  studied  medicine  under 
Dr.  H.  W.  Curtis,  at  Chagrin  Falls.  Ohio,  but 
had  previously  read  some  with  Dr.  Hutchins,  at 
Prairie  Depot.  In  the  summer  of  1857  he  lo- 
cated permanently  at  the  latter  place  and  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  the  following  year,  in 
which  he  has  been  successful.  Dr.  Sage  has 
been  twice  elected  to  the  General  .Assembly  of 
Ohio,  the  first  time  in  1875.  extended 

sketch  of  his  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

I.  \'.  Wirebaugh  is  a native  of  Ohio,  ami  was 
reared  as  most  farmers’  sons,  working  through 
the  summer  season  and  attending  the  district 
schools  in  the  winter.  In  1886  he  began  the 
stud\'  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr, 
Chesnew  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  ami  the  lollowiiig 
\’oar  attended  a course  of  lectures  at  the  Western 
Reserve  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  March.  1 890,  afti'r  ha\ing  com- 
pleted the  t hree-yrars'  course  ami  cimtinuing  his 
studies  '.\  ith  Dr.  Chesney.  He  began  practice  at 
Tiro,  this  State,  at  which  [)lace  he  was  also  en- 
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gaged  in  the  drug  business.  In  March,  1893,  he 
removed  to  Prairie  Depot. 

Jose{)h  E.  Burnham  is  a native  of  tlie  State 
of  New  York,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town — Potsdam.  He  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  later  the  Normal  school  at  that  place  for  a 
period  of  two  and  one-half  years.  He  followed 
teaching  for  several  years.  In  1S89  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  H.  D. 
Brown,  and  in  the  fall  of  i S92  he  became  a stu- 
dent in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  high  honor  in  the 
class  of  1895,  standing  second  in  a class  of  forty- 
two.  He  practiced  for  a short  time  at  Port  Clin- 
ton, Ohio,  and  in  November,  1895,  located  at 
Prairie  Depot,  and  has  since  been  associated  with 
Dr.  Sage.  The  Doctor  belongs  to  the  Homeo- 
pathic school  of  medicine. 

J.  G.  Howell  was  graduated  from  Maumee 
College,  in  1878.  H.  C.  Black.  In  the  early  , 
history  of  West  ?\Iillgrove  and  Fostoria  mention 
is  made  of  first  physicians;  ^vhile  in  the  township 
chapter  Dr.  Kinnaman  and  others  are  noticed. 
W.  H.  Palmer,  J.  E.  Brooks. 

Bcn^'U/ig  Green. — A.  J.  Manville  is  a native 
of  this  county,  born  in  1834.  His  early  years 
were  passed  in  rural  pursuits,  and  he  had  but 
meager  educational  privileges.  He  studied  med- 
icine under  the  direction  of  Dr.  G.  |.  Rogers,  of  : 
Bowling  Green,  and  they  together  carried  on  a 
drugstore.  A year  later,  in  1864,  Dr.  Manville 
entered  the  medical  college  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
where  he  remained  one  year,  and  subsequently 
was  in  attendance  at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York  City,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1S66,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
Among  his  professors  at  Bellevue  were  some  . 
famous  men  in  their  profession,  such  as  Drs.  Aus-  ’ 
tin  P'lint,  Surgeon-General  Plammond,  Lewis  A.  | 
Sayers  and  Erank  H.  Hamilton.  After  gradua- 
tion the  Doctor  returned  to  Bowling  Green,  and 
sustained  the  same  relations  with  Dr.  Rogers  as 
previously,  and  became  a partner  in  the  practice  ; 
of  medicine.  He  was  in  the  drug  business  from  ; 
1863  to  1896,  and  is  one  of  the  most  widelv 
known  men  of  the  county  , 

J.  C.  Lincoln  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y. , 
though  his  boy  hood  was  passed  in  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota.  He  had  read  medicine  some  when 
the  late  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  became  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  I'irst  .Minnesota  Regiment,  he 
having  recruited  upward  of  three  hundreil  men, 
of  which  that  regiment  was  composed.  He  was 
seriously  wounded  at  the  battle  of  h'air  (Daks, 
and  on  recovt;ring  returned  to  his  home  and  sub- 
secjuently  was  for  thiee  years  a student  in  Law- 


: rence  University  at  .-\ppleton,  Wis.,  and  for  one 
: year  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  P'ord,  of  Winona, 

^ Minn.,  then  was  in  attendance  at  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated, 
i with  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  1871.  He  began 
' the  practice  of  medicine  in  Franklin  county, 
Iowa;  then,  for  a time,  practiced  near  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  and  in  1873  located  at  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  has  since  been  activel}'  engaged  in  the 
I same,  and  where  he  is  carrying  on  an  extensive 
drug  business. 

J.  H.  W'hitehead  is  a native  of  this  county, 
born  near  Bowling  Green.  He  was  educated  in 
the  neighborhood  schools,  and  in  the  high  schools 
at  Bowling  Green  and  Perr_\sburg.  In  1S71,  he 
began  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  John  Osborn, 
near  Portage,  this  county,  and  subsequently  ent- 
ered the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Homeopathic  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874,  and  since 
which  time  he  has  practiced  his  profession  at 
Portage  and  Bowling  Green. 

|.  W.  McCracken,  a graduate  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  .Michigan, 
in  1866,  practiced  at  Portage  for  several  year.-. 

W.  M.  Tuller  is  a native  of  this  State,  where 
he  grew  up  on  a farm.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  at  Central  College  in 
Franklin  county,  Ohio.  .\fter  completing  the 
course  at  the  latter  institution  he  was  engaged 
for  six  years  in  teaching  school.  He  then  began 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  H.  Hendrickson,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  took  a cour.'e 
of  studv  in  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1876.  He  immediately  located  at  Bowling 
Green,  and  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
practice  at  this  point. 

W.  B.  Bryant  is  a native  of  this  county,  born 
at  Prairie  Depot.  In  1872  he  began  the  stud}’  01 
medicine,  and  for  two  years  was  in  the  offices  of 
Dr.  Goodrich,  at  Freeport,  and  Dr.  Rosendale,  of 
West  Millgrove.  In  1875.  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Institute, 
and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Freeport. 
He  remained  there  two  t’ears,  and  then  removed 
to -Jerry  City.  In  1891  he  came  to  Ifinvling 
Green,  having  been  elected  sheriff  of  the  count}’ 
in  the  fall  of  1890.  He  served  tuo  terms  as 
sheriff. 

C.  S.  St.  John  is  a native  of  this  county,  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  I'ostoria  and  of 
\’al[uiraiso.  Incl  He  taught  school  tor  a num- 
bi;r  of  vears.  He  w as  fim  a timea  student  in  the 
(.'-olumbus  ((AhiiF  .Medical  ('ollege,  and  in  1883 
was  gratluated  from  the  Medical  Department  ci 
Wooster  Uni\ersity.  Ho  locateil  in  Bowling 
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Green  and  after  a practice  of  one  year  went  to  | 
McCoinb,  and,  after  two  years  practice  there,  re- 
turned to  Bowling  Green,  and  has  since  followed 
his  profession  here. 

Marcus  A.  McKendree  was  born  in  Erie  ; 
county,  Penn.  hie  attended  the  high  school  at 
i Conneaut,  and  read  medicine  at  home  and  later  i 

with  Dr.  Schooley,  of  Weston,  Ohio.  He  was  j 
■ graduated  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  at  ; 

: Cincinnati,  in  June,  1884,  and  for  two  years 

1 thereafter  was  associated  in  practice  with  Dr.  : 

Schooley,  at  Weston.  He  then  located  at  Bow-  ! 
ling  Green.  Since  1893  he  has  been  one  of  the 
board  of  U.  S.  pension  e.xamining  surgeons. 

Mrs.  Lydia  McKendree  is  a native  of  New 
York  City.  She  read  medicine  with  her  husband, 
and  in  1893  w'as  graduated  from  the  Toledo 
Medical  College. 

E.  O.  Richardson  was  graduated  from  the 
Columbus  Medical  College  in  18S4,  Emily  A. 
Hill  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1886, 

, and  L.  E.  Sanglier  from  the  Cincinnati  College 

‘ of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  1889.  E.  R.  Thomas. 

I Frank  W.  Rogers  is  a native  of  Norwalk, 

1 this  State,  and  in  that  place  began  the  study  of 

I medicine  under  Dr.  Gill.  Subsequently  for  two 

I years  he  was  a student  in  the  Medical  College  at  . 

( Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  then  entered  the  Chicago 
i Homeopathic  College,  from  wdiich  he  was  grad- 
i uated  in  1888.  He  began  practice  at  Bowling 
\ Green,  and  later  took  a course  in  the  New  York  ! 

; Post-Graduate  School,  and  at  both  made  a spe-  \ 

•I  cial  study  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  , 

1 and  throat.  Dr.  Rogers  has  also  an  office  at  , 

j Toledo,  in  the  Spitzer  building.  ! 

{ J-  C.  Snyder  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  He 

took  a four-years’  course  of  study  in  the  Univer- 
sity at  Lock  Haven,  Penn. , graduating  with  the 
I degree  of  B.  A.  He  then  took  a course  in  the 

Medical  Department  of  Michigan  University  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1881.  Subsequently 
* he  took  a special  course  in  the  Medical  College 

I at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and,  after  some  years  of  prac- 

! tice  in  Michigan  and  Kansas,  he  attended  Rush 

j Medical  College  of  Chicago,  taking  his  degree  in 

j 1891,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a practitioner 

I of  Bowling  Green. 

i Cnstar. — Herman  Nfannhardt  is  a native  of 

! Wurttemberg,  Germany,  entered  the  common 

j schools  of  his  country  at  the  age  of  live  years, 

[ the  Latin  or  high  school  at  seven,  and  completed 

j the  c(3urse  when  fourteen  years  old.  He  then 

[ immediately  began  the  study  f)f  medicine  w'ith 

his  father.  Dr.  1'.  .Mannhardt;  at  si.xteen  he  cn- 
! tered  the  standing  army,  was  promoted  from  step 
I to  step  to  assistant  surgeon,  in  which  capacitv 

I 


he  served  during  the  .\ustro-Prussian  campaign  of 
1866.  He  took  his  discharge  in  1S67,  and  im- 
mediately came  to  Gallon,  Ohio,  where  he  prac- 
ticed medicine  with  his  father  until  l868,  when 
he  came  to  Custar,  and  has  resided  and  practiced 
his  profession  there  ever  since.  In  1876  he  went 
to  Cincinnati,  took  a course  of  lectures  and 
graduated. 

James  F.  Nol)le  was  graduated  from  an  Eclec- 
tic Medical  College  in  1891;  and  Dr.  Michael 
Worline  located  here  about  1868. 

Xortli  Balti)norc — Albert  G.  Henry  is  a native 
of  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Ada  Ohiol 
Normal  School.  He  read  medicine  under  Drs. 
Bald.win  and  Yoder.  In  1873  he  graduated  from 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  commenced  {practicing  medicine  at 
North  Baltimore  in  June  of  the  same  year.  In 
1881  he  completed  a {POSt-graduate  course  in 
Columbus  (Ohio)  Medical  College.  The  Doctor 
has  been  closely  identified  with  the  growth  of 
North  Baltimore,  and  is  e.xtensively  interested  in 
the  business  of  the  place. 

W.  P.  Eaton  was  graduated  from  Willoughby 
University  in  1845,  located  in  1S74. 

\V.  T.  Thomas  was  born  in  this  State,  and 
was  ten  years  of  age  before  learning  to  speak  the 
English  language.  He  then  went  to  a select 
school  at  Weston,  and  later  attended  one  at  South 
Toledo,  and  w'hen  seventeen  years  of  age  began 
teaching.  He  followed  this  occupation  for  eleven 
years,  studying  medicine  in  the  meantime.  He 
was  graduated  from  Starling  Medical  College, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  May,  18S1,  and  soon  after 
located  in  the  practice  at  North  Baltimore,  where 
he  has  been  a successful  practitioner.  He  served 
for  four  years  as  postmaster  at  North  Baltimore. 
In  1893,  afti^!"  resigning  the  postmastership, 
the  Doctor  attended  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  in 
which  he  took  a post-graduate  course. 

D.  W.  Reddin  was  born  near  Findlay,  Ohio, 
and  remained  on  his  father's  farm  in  Hancock 
county  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  self  supporting.  For 
two  years  he  attended  the  high  school  at  I'ind- 
lay,  and  for  two  years  was  a student  of  Simpson 
j College.  Iowa.  He  was  also  for  a time  a student 
at  Valparaiso  (Iiul.)  Normal  School,  and  at  the 
; National  Normal  University  at  Lebanon.  Ohi(P. 
He  read  medicine  fear  a year  and  a halt  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  T.  C.  Ballard,  of  Findlay,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  was  graihiated  from  the  Med- 
ical Dejpartment  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

' He  then  S|pcnt  a year  in  the  hospitals  of  New 
! York  City  and  Philadelphia,  and  after  a year's 
1 travel  he  located  at  Findlay,  where  he  practiced 
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two  years.  In  i 886  he  came  to  North  Baltimore,  j 
and  has  since  made  that  city  his  home.  | 

R.  Archer  is  a native  of  this  county.  He  | 
taught  school  for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  took  up  the  study  of  medicine.  He  ! 
was  graduated  from  Starling  Medical  College  at  | 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1887,  and  located  in  che 
practice  at  Holgate,  in  Henry  county.  He  re- 
mained there  one  year,  and  then  came  to  North  ' 
Baltimore.  j 

J.  G.  Ames  was  graduated  from  Hahnemann  | 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  in  18S9;  Dr.  Peters, 
formerly  of  Pemberville;  Charles  L.  Tilton  and  i 
J.  H.  Stoner  located  in  1891,  and  H.  T.  Somers  ' 
in  1893.  1 

J.  E.  Sommers  was  born  on  board  of  a ship  | 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  while  his  parents  were  on  ^ 
their  way  from  Germany  to  this  country.  He 
grew  up  in  this  county,  and  in  1 889  began  the  : 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Bryant,  of  Toledo.  ' 
In  1 892  he  was  graduated  from  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  College,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. , and 
began  his  professional  career  in  North  Baltimore 
soon  after  his  graduation.  I 

Weston — Geo.  B.  Spencer  is  a native  of  : 
New  York  State,  and  grew  up  in  Huron  county,  | 
this  State.  He  served  for  three  years  in  the  late 
Civil  war,  and  on  his  return  home  attended  Ober-  ; 
lin  College  one  year,  then  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Sykes,  of  Plymouth,  and  com-  ; 
pleted  his  preparation  for  the  profession  at  the  ' 
Western  Reserve  Medical  College,  graduating  in 
1867,  with  honors — being  the  valedictorian  of  : 
the  class.  He  first  located  at  Tiffin,  then  prac- 
ticed for  a time  at  Shiloh,  Richland  county,  and 
in  1S70  permanently  located  at  WTston.  The  1 
Doctor  has  served  two  terms  as  a member  of  the  | 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  and  has  held  a 
number  of  minor  offices  in  Weston. 

E.  W.  Schooley  ^was  graduated  from  an 
Eclectic  Medical  Institution  in  1872.  ' 

James  W.  Williams  is  a native  of  this  State.  ' 
He  early  prepared  himself  for  teaching,  and  while 
so  engaged  began  the  study  of  medicine.  Eor  a 
time  he  was  associated  with  hi.>  uncle.  Dr. 
Ephraim  Llewellen,  in  the  drug  business  at  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  and  w'ith  him  furthered  his  medical 
studies.  In  May,  1875,  he  was  graduated  from 
a medical  school  in  Cincinnati,  and  in  June  of 
that  year  located  at  Weston.  In  1884,  he  took 
the  practitioner’s  course  in  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  and  Hospital,  at  Chicago. 

W.  \\k  Hill  is  a native  of  the  township  in 
which  he  now  resides,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years 
started  out  to  do  for  himself,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  entered  the 


army  and  served  with  honor  to  himself  and  credit 
to  the  nation  until  the  war  closed.  He  was  three 
times  w’ounded  and  lost  his  left  leg  by  amputation 
as  a result  of  a wound  received  August  20.  1864, 
at  Jonesboro,  Ga.  On  his  return  from  the  war  he 
attended  the  schools  at  Weston.  He  taught 
school  for  a time,  and  was  a clerk  in  a store.  In 
1 880,  he  became  a student  in  the  Western  Reserve 
University  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in  1883  at  the 
Toledo  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  latter  in  July  of  that  year.  He  began  prac- 
tice at  Weston,  where  he  has  met  with  success. 
He  is  a skillful  surgeon,  and  an  able  physician. 
He  has  been  the  mayor  of  Weston,  and  served  in 
other  official  relations.  A family  sketch  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 

J.  M.  C.  Cook  located  in  1894. 

Pemberville. — Rubellus  J.  Siinon  was  born  on 
a farm  in  this  county.  His  parents  had  both 
been  teachers,  and  his  early  schooling  was  re- 
cei\ed  under  them.  He  was  in  attendance  for 
nine  months  at  the  Poland  Union  Seminary.  He 
then  received  a teacher's  certificate,  and  for  a 
period  taught  school.  Subsequently  he  attended 
the  high  school  at  Findlay,  and  later  svas  two 
\'ears  at  Oberlin  College.  He  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  S.  B.  Emerson,  of  Eagleville,  and,  in 
1873,  was  graduated  from  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  Cincinnati,  and  in  August  of  the  same 
year  opened  an  office  at  Pemberville,  where  he 
has  since  been  active!}’  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine, and  is  a successful  physician.  Dr.  Sinnon 
has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  education 
for  si.\  years,  and  was  for  four  years  one  of  the 
city  council. 

David  B.  Brown  is  a nati\e  of  this  State. 
The  first  seven  years  of  his  life  were  passed  on  the 
home  farm  near  Mt.  Gilead.  In  1S59  he  became 
a resident  of  WTod  count}’.  After  some  years 
spent  in  the  district  and  public  schools  he  taught 
school  for  a time,  and  in  1872  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  at  Freeport  under  Dr.  N.  W. 
Goodrich,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years. 
In  1874-5  he  attended  lectures  in  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  in  1876.  He 
first  practiced  for  several  years  at  Sherwood,  in 
Defiance  county,  and  in  1881  came  to  Pember- 
ville, where  he  continues  to  give  his  attention  to 
his  profession. 

D.  S.  Williams,  who  located  in  [873,  died  iii 
in  1879;  L.  L.  Loomis,  who  was  a phvsician  near 
Scotch  Ridge  for  many  years,  moved  to  Pem- 
borville  in  the  “eighties;"  W.  S.  Loomis,  of 
Toliuio,  formi'il}’ ))raeticed  here.  W.  D.  Stew.ut 
was  a graduate  from  W'ooster  Ihiiversitv’  in  1874. 
Dr.  .Mien  came  in  later  vears. 
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VrOOD  COU.NTY,  OHIO. 


S.  S,  Dilley  was  bora  in  Ohio.  His  earl}'  j 
schooling'  was  received  mainly  at  Jerry  City. 
He  for  a time  follo'wed  barbering,  and  then  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  uith  Dr.  Bryant, 
e.x-sheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  in  attendance 
one  term  at  the  Medical  College  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. , and  two  terms  at  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1894.  He  at  once  located  in  Pemberville, 
where  he  still  follows  his  profession.  The  Doc- 
tor is  a contributor  to  the  New  York  ^iledical 
journals. 

Tontogany. — B.  F.  Davis  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Until  si.xteen  years  of  age 
he  attended  the  usual  district  schools,  then  a 
select  school  at  Centerburg.  .At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  began  teaching,  and,  later,  was  one  term 
a student  in  the  college  at  Iberia,  Ohio,  and  one 
term  at  the  college  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  In  the 
spring  of  5839  he  began  reading  medicine  in  the 
•office  of  Drs.  Russell  & Thompson,  of  Mt. 
A’ernon,  Ohio;  in  the  winter  of  1 86 1-62  he  at- 
tended lectures  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  in 
1862-63  at  Starling  Medical  College,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  from  which  latter  he  was  graduated  in 
February,  1S63.  The  following  March  he  was 
commissioned  assistant  surgeon  of  the  44th  Regi- 
ment O.  V.  L,  *id  served  throughout  the  war. 
On  being  mustered  out  in  1865  the  Doctor  lo- 
cated in  practice  at  Tontogany.  In  1S72,  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  he  opened  a drug  store 
in  the  same  village,  and  is  still  in  the  business. 

George  W.  Moore  and  Mary  J.  Bailey  adver- 
tised as  physicians  in  1872. 

A.  Eddmon  was  born  near  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.  He  received  a liberal  education, 
graduating  from  Halle  University,  Germany,  in 
the  departments  of  literature  and  medicine.  He 
was  the  assistant  surgeon  on  the  steamer  ‘ ‘ Li- 
menia  ” and  visited  several  of  the  countries  of 
South  America,  the  Society  Islands,  and  Tahiti, 
a French  port.  He  was  in  the  drug  business  for 
a time  in  San  Francisco  and  also  in  Germany,  and 
in  the  latter  country  was  an  assistant  to  an  old 
surgeon.  Subsequently  he  was  graduated  (1877) 
from  Physio  Eclectic  Medical  College,  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  and  the  same  year  located  at  Custar, 
this  county,  and  in  December,  1877,  came  to 
Tontogany.  He  was  mayor  of  Tontogany  for 
si.x  years,  has  served  as  clerk,  and  has  been  a 
notary  public  since  1879.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
the  drug  business. 

Bloomdalc . — E.  H.  Chilcote  is  a native  of 
this  county,  a farmer's  son.  He  attended  ihc  dis- 
trict schools,  and  later  the  schools  at  Fostoria, 
and  for  a time  was  engaged  in  school  teaching. 


and  then  entered  Miami  Medical  College  at  Cin- 
cinnati, and  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  began 
practice  at  \"an  Buren,  and  three  years  later 
moved  to  Bairdstown,  wliere  he  remained  two 
years.  In  1890  he  came  to  Bloorndale. 

A.  M.  Chilcote,  a brother  of  E.  H.,  located  in 
the  practice  at  Bloorndale  in  1875. 

Howard  H.  McClaran  is  a native  of  Ohio. 
At  the  age  of  nine  years  his  parents  removed  to 
North  Baltimore,  in  the  public  schools  of  which 
place  young  McClaran  received  his  education. 
He  became  a telegraph  operator,  "which  vocation 
he  followed  for  some  time,  and  was  also  a book- 
keeper and  accountant  for  a time.  He  attended 
Starling  Medical  College  at  Columbus,  entering 
in  September,  1891.  Later  he  was  a student  in 
the  Nashville  (Tenn.  1 Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1S93.  He  returned  to 
North  Baltimore,  and  there  practiced  for  a short 
time,  and  then  located  at  Bloorndale. 

R.  B.  Hubbard  and  C.  McCrill  located 
here  in  18S3,  George  H.  Riley  in  1887;  W.  A. 
Dickey  and  a few  others  who  remained  onlv  a 
short  time. 

Bradner. — T.  S.  Carman,  one  of  the  old  pio- 
neer doctors  of  the  county,  was  born  in  Queen 
Anne  county,  Md.,  in  1808,  and  in  early  boyhood 
was  taken  to  Baltimore  by  his  parents.  His  fa- 
ther, before  the  war  of  1812,  was  a prosperous 
business  man  of  that  city.  The  war  brought 
failure  to  the  father,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  the  son  was  left  fatherless  and  thrown  on 
his  own  resources.  Later  on  he  learned  dentistr\'. 
and  for  a time  followed  the  profession.  Along  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  “thirties”  he  located  in 
Wood  county  and  practiced  medicine,  and  was  at 
the  same  time  engaged  in  other  lines.  Later  he 
was  in  business,  and  practiced  medicine  at  Prairie 
Depot.  He  finally,  in  1889,  settled  at  Bradner. 
He  has  been  a shrewd  business  man  and  a good 
financier,  and  is  a man  of  means.  An  extended 
sketch  of  his  life  and  family  appear  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  graduated  from  the  Starling 
Medical  College,  of  Columbus,  in  1881.  and 
came  to  succeed  Dr.  Taggart,  the  first  physician 
of  the  settlenient.  Dr.  Caris  has  been  in  prac- 
tice since  1867.  Dr.  Schnetzler  came  in  i8.'<'>, 
and  in  1 888  removed  to  Wisconsin.  J.  E.  Furste. 
a graduate  of  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical 
College,  in  1888.  As  hitherto  stated,  the  pio- 
neer physician  of  Fremont  came  into  this  dis- 
trict as  early  as  1832. 

l\isi)igsuit.  — H.  L.  Byington  is  a native  of 
the  State  of  Now  York,  born  on  a farm.  He 
grew  up  as  the  usual  farmer's  son,  and  after  the 
district  schools  stuilied  for  a time  in  I'ranklin 
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Academy,  and  also  at  Malone,  X.  Y.  He  taught 
school  several  terms,  beginning  at  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Soon  after  he  became  of  age  he  came 
West,  and  later  took  a preliminary  course  of 
study  with  Dr.  Knestrick,  of  Blooming'.ille, 
•Ohio.  In  February,  1876,  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Physio-Medical  College  at  Cincinnati. 
He  began  his  professional  career  in  Fostoria  in 
the  fall  of  1S76,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S80  he  lo- 
cated at  Risingsun.  He  has  served  si.x  years  as 
a member  of  the  council,  and  in  1893  was  ap- 
pointed' one  of  the  board  of  pension  e.xaminers. 

J.  H.  Burnett  was  born  near  Forest,  Ohio. 
He  attended  the  high  school  of  Forest,  and  then 
the  Northwestern  Ohio  Normal  Sch'ool,  at  Ada. 
He  began  teaching  at  seventeen.  Later  he  stud- 
ied medicine  with  Drs.  Lillibridge  and  Gammel. 
In  June,  1881,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Ec- 
lectic Medical  College  of  Cincinnati,  and  in  Au- 
_gust  following  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Risingsun. 

Stony  Ridgt. — H.  Buckland  located  here  in 
the  “fifties.” 

H.  E.  Noble  is  a native  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  came  with  the  family  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  five  years.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  years  his  father's  family  removed  to  Lucas 
■county.  The  son's  literary  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools  of  these  counties, 
and  completed  at  the  Delta  high  school  when 
he  was  eighteen,  after  which  he  began  the  study 
■of  medicine  and  entered  the  Detroit  Medical 
College  in  1877.  He  completed  the  course  in 
1879,  then  located  at  Swanton,  in  P'ulton  county, 
and  there  practiced  until  1883.  He  then  entered 
the  Toledo  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1884,  and  then  located  at  Stony 
Ridge.  Subsequently  he  attended  special  lectures 
in  New  York  City,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
New  York  Institute  in  1891.  The  Doctor 
removed  to  Toledo:  Ohio,  in  1896. 

Portage. — -With  the  old  physicians  named  in 
former  pages  were  Dr.  Merriam  and  Dr.  W. 
McCracken,  who  were  here  in  the  “seventies.” 
Later  came  A.  C.  Canfield,  who  moved  to  To- 
ledo. W.  E.  Hughes  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1875. 

Thomas  W.  Knight  was  born  in  Taunton, 
England.  In  1861  his  father  and  family  came  to 
America,  and  in  187C  to  Wood  county,  Ohio. 
He  attended  a French  school  on  tlie  Isle  of 
Guernsey,  and  learned  to  speak  the  I'rench  lan- 
guage fluently.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Sandusky  City,  and  later  taught  school.  He 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  mother,  who  had  been  a practitioner 


for  many  years.  In  March,  1893,  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  of 
Chicago,  and  located  in  Portage  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  May  following. 

Emerson  Webster  Fisher  is  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  attended  the  schools  of  Selin's 
Grove,  the  place  of  his  birth,  until  the  family's 
removal  to  Nebraska.  He  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood schools  of  that  State,  and  later  continued 
his  studies  in  the  academy  at  Homer,  and  one 
term  in  a Nebraska  college.  In  tlie  winter  of 
1888-89  he  was  a student  in  the  Midland  Col- 
lege at  Atchison,  Kans,  He  was  graduated  in 
March,  1892,  from  Rush  Medical  College,  of 
Chicago,  and  at  once  began  practicing  at  Ponca, 
Neb.,  and  four  months  later  came  to  Wood 
county.  For  a short  time  he  was  in  the  oftice 
with  Dr.  Snyder,  of  Bowling  Green,  and  in  De- 
cember, 1892,  located  at  Portage. 

Ltickcy. — G.  F.  Peabody  is  a native  of  Michi- 
gan. He  completed  his  literary  education  in  the 
high  school  of  Portland,  .Mich.  In  i 890  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Toledo  (Ohio)  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Smith- 
field.  H*e  remained  at  the  latter  place  until  com- 
ing to  Luckey  in  1892.  Dr.  Peabody  was  a matri- 
culate of  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  in 
1888,  and  is  a registered  pharmacist  by  examina- 
tion in  1 893. 

E.  C.  Houston  was  graduated  from  the  Louis- 
ville Medical  College  in  18S8.  now  in  Tennessee  ; 
W.  S.  Loomis,  now  of  Toledo. 

Jerry  City. — J.  M.  Gran  is  a native  of  Ohio. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  Geauga  Sem- 
inary at  Chester  and  was  there  for  three  years. 
He  had  been  self-supporting  from  an  early  age, 
and  was  a school  teacher  for  a time.  He  began 
reading  medicine  under  Dr.  W.  I.  Lyman,  of 
Chester  Cross  Roads,  and  in  the  fall  of  18S9  be- 
came a student  at  the  Western  Reserve  College, 
Cleveland.  Later  he  was  a student  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  \'ermont.  He  was  graduated  from 
Starling  Medical  College,  Columbus,  in  March, 
1892,  and  in  July  following  located  in  the  prac- 
tice at  Jerry  City. 

J.  F.  Wollam  was  born  in  this  county,  and  in 
the  schools  of  Bloom  and  Portage  townshij)s.  and 
in  the  Normal  School  at  .\da,  received  his  e<luca- 
tion.  He  was  fim  fourteen  years  a school  teacher 
in  this  county.  He  began  reading  medicine  under 
Dr.  J.  H.  Whitehead,  of  Bowling  Green.  He 
later  attended  H.ihnemann  Medical  t'ollege,  id 
Chicago,  and  in  1802  commencovl  practice  at  Jer- 
ry City. 

Charles  Goodrick,  licentiate  ; \\'.  R.  Legion, 
a graduate  of  W.  R.  .Medical  College  in  1888. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Hoytvillc. — Miner  Wadsworth  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  grew  up  on  a farm.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  entered  the  public  schools  of 
Scio,  in  Harrison  county,  and  remained  one  year. 
He  tlien  taught  two  years.  In  1S76  he  came  to 
Wood  county  and  taught  for  a time,  then  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine  and  carried  on  a small 
drug  store  in  Hoytville.  Later  fin  1882)  he  was 
graduated  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  now  has  a good 
practice  at  Hoyt\  ille. 

Bairdstowu. — Z.  T.  Housman,  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Institute,  1S70,  moved  to  P'ostoria  in  1894; 
Dr.  and  xMadam  Bell  and  Dr.  Alsdorf. 

Cygnet. — E.  W.  Heltman,  Toledo  Medical 
College,  Drs.  Mercer  and  F.  H.  Shuey. 

Diuibridgc. — Dr.  Pope. 

Haskins. — E.  J.  Greenfield,  W.  R.  Medical 
College,  1881;  Fred.  L.  Meagley,  of  Toledo, 
born  near  Haskins,  graduated  as  a physician  in 
1889  and  established  himself  at  Toledo. 

Milton  Center. — A.  L.  See,  Cleveland  Med- 
ical College  1878;  W.  L.  Robinson,  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Institute,  1886;  Grattan  F.  Starr,  University 
of  Maryland,  1889;  G.  W.  S.  Austin,  1879;  H.  E. 
Noble. 

Scotch  Ridge. — J.  D.  Whitacre,  1855;  Dr. 
Loomis  moved  to  Pernberville. 

Lc  Moyne. — Dr.  Gardner.  Berlie  W.  Mer- 
cer, of  Liberty  township;,  received  a common- 
school  education,  then  was  two  years  in  attend- 
ance in  the  Normal  School  at  ,\da,  Ohio.  He 
subsequently  taught  school  for  two  years  in  this 
county.  In  1894  he  entered  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Institute  at  Cincinnati,  preparing  to  practice 
medicine. 

In  this  list  a few  names  may  have  been  over- 
looked, for  there  is  no  register  of  physicians  to 
be  found  in  the  court  house,  and  the  Ohio  Med- 
ical Directory  is  not  complete,  nor  do  the  records 
of  the  old  or  modern  medical  societies  pretend  to 
cover  all  the  names.  Enough  lias  been  given, 
however,  to  show  the  beginnings  of  the  pro- 
fession in  this  county  and  its  development. 

The  Mauniee  Willey  Medical  Association 
was  organized  at  Maumee.  June  6,  1842,  witli 

Dr.  Horatio  Conant,  president  protein.  The 
permanent  officers  were  E.  D.  Peck,  of  Perr_\s- 
burg.  president;  Harrcy  Burritt,  of  Maumee,  vice- 
president;  Cornelius  Matthews,  of  Toledo,  secre- 
tary; Oscar  W'hite,  of  Maumee,  treasurer;  Calvin 
Smith,  of  Tifiedo,  and  Horace  Green,  of  SyK  ania, 
with  John  fl.  \’an  .\\ery,  C.  L.  Ramsay  ,ind  Na- 
thaniel Du.stin,  censors.  Among  the  unofficial 
constituent  members  were  Dr.  t'onaut.  George 
K.  Perkins,  H.  S.  Woodwoith,  Charles  McLean, 


John  Mosher,  Justus  Wright  and  William  St. 
Clair.  x\ll  of  the  physicians  named  practiced  in 
Wood  county.  Doctors  Conant,  Peck  and  Burritt 
being  the  pioneers  of  the  profession,  best  known 
among  the  early  settlers.  Dr.  Conant,  as  told  in 
the  chapter  on  the  Bench  and  Bar,  and  in  that 
on  Political  affairs,  was  closely  connected  with 
the  administration  of  Wood  county  from  1820  to 
1835,  a-tid,  prior  to  1820,  held  the  commission  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Erie  county,  from  the 
i Governor  of  Michigan  Territory.  Dr.  Burritt 
settled  at  Grand  Rapids  in  1833,  and  was  the 
; piostmaster,  druggist  and  physician  of  that  district 
i until  1S52,  when  he  moved  to  Maumee,  while 
Dr.  Peck  may  be  said  to  have  passed  his  life  at 
I Perrysburg,  except  during  his  Congressional  serv- 
1 ices  at  Washington,  I).  C. 

The  Wood  County  Medical  Nnr/V/i' was  organ- 
: ized  March  7,  1877 — Dr.  J.  W.  McCracken  pre- 
siding, with  Dr.  J.  C.  Lincoln,  secretary.  On  that 
day  the  temporary  officers  named  were  elected  to 
hold  their  respective  positions  for  the  ensuing 
’ year,  while  Dr.  J.  H.  Rheinfrank  was  elected 
vice-president.  Dr.  x\.  J.  Manville,  treasurer,  and 
FI.  A.  Hamilton,  librarian.  The  constitution,  as 
i drafted  by  the  secretary  and  treasurer,  was 
adopted,  and  the  society  became  an  accomplished- 
fact.  The  roll  of  membership)  embraced  the  fol- 
lowing named  medical  men  : J.  C.  L.incoln,  who 

: graduated  from  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 

! I'ebruary  i,  1871  ; J.  W.  McCracken,  a graduate 
of  Michigan  Uni\ersity,  March  28,  186C  ; W.  M. 
Tuller,  from  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  F'ebruary  17.  1876;  Andrew  J.  Man- 
ville, from  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New  York, 
February  24,  1866;  Charles  R.  Hume,  from  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  March  25,  1874  ; J.  L.  Hel- 
ler, from  same  college  on  same  day  ; B.  F.  Lect 
fdeceasedb  Umversit}'  of  Buffalo,  in  February, 
i860;  George  1'.  Wright,  from  Miami  Medical 
College.  Cincinnati,  March  4,  187^;  John  H. 
Norris,  from  Wooster  College,  Cleveland.  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1877  ; J.  L.  Tracy,  from  Cincinnari 
College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  in  F'ebruary. 
1877;  W.  D.  Stewart,  from  Wooster  College. 
Cleveland,  I'ebruar}'  28,  1874;  J.  W.  Rudul[>h. 

I from  Columbus  Medical  College,  February  27. 
1877  ; George  B.  Spencer,  from  W'estorn  Reseiae 
Medical  College,  in  February,  1867  ; William  E. 
Hughes,  from  Buffalo  Universit}'.  in  F'ebruary. 
1874;  W.  ('.  MeKrill,  at  ('levclaiul  in  F'ebruary. 
1877  ; G.  Higgins,  at  Cincinnati,  in  1856  ; O.  H. 
Sullixan,  at  liuliana|)olis.  in  1874.  f.  H.  Rhein- 
frank.  from  Universit\’  of  >tichigan  in  iS'^p  , H. 
,\.  Hamilton,  from  Universirv  of  New  York,  in 
1852  ; J,  S.  Bowers,  from.  Dctre^it  Mealical  Col- 
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lege,  1 88 1 ; G.  W.  Pennington,  from  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine,  in  i88i  ; C.  S.  St.  John, 
from  Wooster  College,  Cleveland,  in  18S3,  and 
J.  B.  Alford,  from  Western  Reserve  and  Wooster 
Colleges,  Cleveland,  1881.  In  May,  1877,  Sam- 
uel Downs  was  named  as  an  honorary  member. 
Dr.  J.  F.  Robertson  was  admitted  a member  in  j 
June,  and  Drs.  McCracken  and  Davis  appointed  | 
delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Society's  conven-  } 
tion  to  seek  recognition  for  the  WMod  County 
Society. 

The  election  of  January,  1878,  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  Dr.  McCracken  for  president  ; 
Charles  R.  Hume,  vice-president  ; J.  C.  Lincoln, 
secretary  ; W.  M.  I'uller,  treasurer,  and  J.  H. 
Norris,  librarian.  In  October,  Dr.  Chapman,  of 
Toledo,  was  elected  an  honorary  member.  Dr. 

J.  H.  Carothers,  named  at  that  time,  located  in 
the  county,  while  Drs.  Thom  and  Colamore,  of 
Toledo,  were  chosen  honorary  members.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  Dr.  Lincoln  was  elected  president; 
Dr.  A.  J.  Manville,  vice-president  ; Dr.  George 
W.  Wright,  secretary,  and  Dr.  G.  B.  Spencer, 
treasurer,  with  Drs.  Tuller,  Hume  and  Heller  a 
board  of  examiners. 

In  June,  1S79,  Tuller  was  appointed  sec- 
retary, 77'rr  Wright  removed  from  this  county. 
Dr.  H.  H.  Callin  was  admitted  at  this  meeting. 
In  October,  Dr.  Hughes,  of  Portage,  with  Dr. 
Mead,  were  regular  members,  and  Dr.  Hagg,  of 
Texas,  Henry  count}',  named  as  an  honorary 
member.  The  ofheers  of  1879  were  re-elected 
in  February,  1880.  In  iSSi  Dr.  Hughes  took 
the  former  treasurer’s  place,  the  other  officers 
being  re-elected.  In  November,  18S2,  Horace 
Babcock,  of  Maumee,  and  S.  F.  I'orbes,  of 
Toledo,  were  chosen  honorary  members.  Dur- 
ing the  three  years,  ending  that  month,  many 
valuable  essays  were  read  before  the  society, 
and  a large  number  of  surgical  and  medical 
phenomena  brought^  to  the  attention  of  the 
mem.bers.  In  Januar}',  1S83,  W.  M.  Tuller  was 
elected  president;  J.  L.  Heller,  secretary;  J.  H. 
Rheinfrank,  vice-president,  and  J.  C.  Lincoln, 
treasurer.  On  that  date  a by-law  admitting 
dentists  to  membership  was  adopted.  For  sev- 
eral causes,  the  society  slept  froni  that  time 
until  April  23,  1886,  when  Dr.  C.  W.  Penning- 
ton was  elected  president;  Dr.  Bowers,  vice-presi- 
dent; Dr.  Higgins,  secretar}',  and  Dr.  Lincoln, 
treasurer.  A month  after  the  society  assembled 
at  Weston,  and  ap[)ointed  Doctors  Hamilton, 
Rheinfrank,  Lincoln  ami  I'uller  to  the  State 
Medical  Societ\’s  convention.  In  Ma\',  1887, 
Dr.  Alford,  of  Grand  R;i[)ids,  was  chosen  presi- 
dent; Dr.  Higgins,  vice-president;  Dr.  St.  John, 
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secretary;  Dr.  Tuller,  treasurer,  and  Doctors 
Sullivan,  Tuller,  Alford  and  Lincoln,  delegates- 
to  the  medical  convention.  In  April,  :888,  Doc- 
tors Alford  and  Tuller  were  appointed  delegates 
to  the  Cincinnati  Meeting  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  Doctors  Lincoln,  Spencer, 
Rheinfrank  and  Stewart  to  that  of  the  State 
Association.  This  was  the  last  meeting  of  the 
old  Medical  Society;  but  the  record  tells  of  a 
meeting,  ordered  to  be  held  in  June  of  that  year, 
of  which  there  is  no  further  notice  taken.  Dr 

E.  O.  Richardson,  admitted  in  April,  1S8S,  was 
the  last  member  to  sign  the  roll. 

U'ood  Coinny  Physicians'  Associa/ion  may 
be  said  to  date  back  to  August  27,  1S89,  when 
Drs.  Hughes,  E.  P.  Thomas  and  Canfield,  of 
Portage;  Tuller,  M’hitehead,  McKendree,  Hill, 
Sanglier,  Richardson  and  St.  John,  of'  Bowling 
Green,  met  in  Dr.  Richardson's  office,  with  the 
object  of  organizing  a society  of  medical  men 
for  mutual  benefit.  E.  O.  Richardson  presided, 
with  C.  S.  St.  John,  secretary.  On  September 
10,  a second  meeting  was  held  here,  whereat 
were  present  Doctors  Spencer  and  Hill,  of  Wes- 
ton, Greenfield,  of  Haskins,  and  the  physicians 
who  were  present  at  the  first  meeting.  The  con- 
stitution was  adopted,  and  within  a short  time 
bore  the  signatures  of  the  following  named  mem- 
bers; L.  E.  Sanglier,  J.  H.  W’hitehead,  E.  O. 
Richardson,  Willis  M.  Tuller,  F.  W.  Rogers, 
Emily  A.  Flill  (the  first  female  physician  , J.  C. 
Lincoln,  C.  S.  St.  John,  G.  Higgins,  J.  A.  Estill, 
M’.  S.  Wells,  P.  Kendall,  M.  A.  .McKendree,  and 
J.  C.  Snyder,  all  of  Bowling  Green;  E.  P. 
Thomas,  A.  E.  Canfield  and  W.  E.  Hughes,  of 
Portage;  George  B.  Spencer,  J.  W.  Williams 
and  W.  W.  Hill,  of  Weston;  W.  B.  Bryant,  of 
Jerry  City;  Eddmon,  of  Tontogaii}';  W. 
1).  Stewart,  D.  B.  Brown  and  L.  L.  Loomis,  of 
Pemberville;  J.  H.  Rheinfrank  and  I.  S.  Bower.s, 
of  Perrysburg;  ^\^  S.  Loomis,  of  Luckey,  and 

F.  P.  Brunthaver,  of  Dowling,  I11  Octc'ber, 
1889,  E.  O.  Richardson  was  elected  president; 
C.  S.  St.  John,  secretar}';  and  j.  H.  Wliitehead. 
treasurer.  A schedule  of  fees,  or  rates  for  med- 

i ical  services,  was  then  adopted.  In  1800,  Dr. 
Higgins  was  elected  president;  Dr.  Williams, 
vice-president;  Dr.  McKendree.  secretar}  ; and 
Dr.  \\'hitehead,  treasurer.  Dr.  Housem.in  uas 
then  a member  of  the  association.  In  October, 
i8<)i.  Doctors  \\’illiams,  Canfield,  Sanglier  and 
Kogc'rs,  were  elected  to  the  respective  oftices. 
Dr,  Ganwr  (or  Gardner  was  admitted  a memb.  r 
in  1801,  but  olht'r  ph}sieians.  sui'h  as  Doetors 
Schooley,  Kikw,  Chilcc'le  and  Pope,  were  n>'t 
then  enrolled,  though  invitations  to  become  mem- 
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bers  were  extended  to  them.  In  addition  to  the 
physicians  named,  more  than  one  native  of  this 
count}’  entered  the  profession — among  them 
being  James  L.  Tracy,  a resident  of  Toledo 


since  1S73,  and  Dr.  Hollingtoa,  both  natives  of 
Bowling  Green.  J,  D.  Archer,  of  Holgate,  Par- 
ker Baker,  of  I'indla}’,  Cloyse  Mc}.Iurray,  whu 
died  in  Wayne  county  in  1894,  and  a few  others. 


CI-IAl^TBR  A:VIII. 


Wood  County  ix  tiik  War  of  'rrrE  Rehei.liox — First  War  Meeting — First  Comraxies — 
Regi.mextal  Sketches — Roster  of  Wood  County  .Soldiers — Local  Military  M.vtters 
— Conclusion. 


Ohio  may  be  justly  proud  of  the  soldiers  j 
sent  out  from  this  county,  to  give  battle  j 
to  the  brave  men  marshalled  under  the  j 
Confederate  flag,  and  to  shatter,  forever,  | 
the  Machiavelian  doctrine,  in  which  they  be-  j 
lieved,  and  for  which  they  fought.  j 

The  population  of  Wood  county,  in  i860,  was  | 
17,886.  'Fhe  county  was  just  emerging  from  i 
pioneer  conditions  when  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  i 
and  resounded  through  the  settlements,  calling 
the  young  men  to  arms  and  warning  all,  even  the 
old,  to  prepare  for  war. 

The  call  was  promptly  answered,  the  county 
sending  forth  more  men  than  the  State  could 
equip,  or  the  United  States  receive,  under  the 
first  call  of  the  President.  A month  satisfied  the 
government  that  the  Confederacy  was  a fratricide, 
aiming  at  nothingelse  than  the  conquest  and  sub- 
jection of  the  Northern  States,  and  the  total  anni- 
hilation of  the  Abolitionists  and  their  principles. 
Realizing  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  the  call  of  | 
April  15  for  75,000  men  was  supplemented.  May 
3,  by  one  for  42,034  men  to  serve  three  y-ears, 
and  overshadowed  by  that  of  July  i.  1862,  for 
300,000  men.  Under  the  first  and  third  calls. 
Wood  county  sent  out  over  740  men,  the  major- 
ity of  whom  served  three  years.  The  draft 
brought  others  into  service,  while  the  liberal 
bounty  offered  by  the  county,  and  the  liberal  aid 
tendered  to  families  of  soldiers,  urged  many  to 
enter  the  ranks  of  the  regiments,  and  thus  Wood 
county  furnish.ed  to  the  Union  army  a full  quota, 
equal  to  about  one  in  every  ten  of  the  population 
of  I 860. 

First  Il'irr  Jftrti/i^’-.  — In  the  issue  of  the 
Perrysburg  of  April  ii,  1861,  the  end  of 

the  Perrysburg  post  office  contest  by  the  apjioint- 
ment  of  N’elsi.m  Darling,  master,  is  noticed,  but 
there  is  not  a word  in  the  local  columns  about 


civil  war.  In  the  next  issue,  .April  18,  Bailev 
refers  briefly  to  the  Sumter  affair,  placing  little 
reliance  on  the  reports,  though,  in  the  editorial 
page  he  prints  Lincoln’s  proclamation  calling  out 
75,000  militia.  The  next  day,  April  19,  he  was 
the  secretary  of  the  Perrysburg  war  meeting,  over 
which  J.  F.  Price  presided.  H.  H.  Dodge, 
.Asher  Cook,  Jesse  S.  Norton,  J.  R.  Tyler,  E. 
Gra'Uam,  P'.  R.  Miller,  Rev.  G.  .A.  .Adams,  James 
W.  Ross,  W.  Ah  Way,  and  Gen.  A\'.  Houston 
addressed  that  meeting,  when  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted:  “That  the  citizens  of  Wood 
county  will  stand  by  the  government  of  the  coun- 
, try  in  any  emergency,  and  that  we  pUdge  our- 
j selves,  our  property  and  sacred  honor  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  government.  That  we  will  ever  be 
faithful  to  the  families  of  those  who  fall  in  their 
country’s  service.  That  we  pledge  ourselves 
to  maintain  the  families  of  those  who  shall  vol- 
unteer in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  country's 
present  emergency.”  F.  Hollenbeck  was  the 
first  to  guarantee  $8  a month  to  the  family  of 
any  person  who  was  prevented  from  volunteering 
for  want  of  proper  means  for  the  support  of  his 
familv;  others  followed  this  example,  and  imme- 
diately the  work  of  organizing  the  P'ort  Meigs 
Rifles  was  entered  upon.  On  the  20th  the  coun- 
cil appropriated  $500  to  defray  the  incidental 
expenses  of  organization.  Joshua  Chappel,  whose 
grandfather  and  father  fought  in  the  Revolution, 
and  himself  in  the  war  of  1812,  said  that  his  son 
would  serve  in  this  war;  .Asher  Cook  suggested 
that  the  ladies  would  present  a flag  to  the  first 
company,  and  thus  the  tocsin  of  war  was  sounded 
in  the  county  for  the  first  time  since  1835. 

First  Companies. — On  .April  27  the  Perrys- 
burg volunteers  left  on  the  steamer  “ Belle  ” for 
Cleveland,  under  the  title  “ I'ort  Meigs  Rilles.’ 
Miss  Ella  Baird  [iresented  the  flag.  Seven  young 
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men  from  Hull  Prairie  also  left  for  the  camp, 
while  109  men,  forming  the  “ Gilead  Worth 
Guards,”  under  Capt.  Carr,  Lieut.  J.  J.  Vorhes 
and  2nd  Lieut.  J.  E.  McGowan,  left  on  the 
same  day.  On  April  23,  recruiting  was  carried 
on  at  Bowling  Green,  where  fift}’  men  were  en- 
rolled by  the  night  of  the  24th,  and.  in  every 
section  of  the  county,  the  work  of  enlistment 
and  preparation  was  carried  on. 

The  Webster  township  military  company,  on 
returning  from  camp,  in  May,  1861,  where  there 
was  no  room  for  them,  organized  a cavalry  com- 
pany, under  Capt.  M.  Brewster,  and  encamped 
at  Bowling  Green  to  await  orders.  By  the  close 
of  August  there  were  forty-seven  mounted  men 
enrolled,  and  early  in  September  sixty-five  men 
were  reported  ready.  In  August,  1861,  Lieut. 
McMahan  entered  upon  the  work  of  enlisting, 
and  early  in  September  opened  camp  at  Findlay. 
At  Perrysburg,  a war-meeting  was  held,  under' 
the  presidency  of  G.  E.  Guyer,  with  J.  W.  Bail- 
ey, secretary;  while  throughout  the  county  young 
men  were  preparing  for  the  service.  The  Bow- 
ling Green  meeting  was  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Reed,  Poe  and  others,  and  the  Jackson  township 
meeting  by  Dr.  Philo,  j.  R.  Apger  and  James 
Ferguson.  In  Henry,  Bloom,  Perry  and  Mont- 
gomery, trade  and  agriculture  rested,  while  the 
people  discussed  the  war  and  its  consequences, 
and  expressed  themselves  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  let  its  policy  be  wrong  or  right. 

KEGT.MENT.VL  SKETCHES. 

Wood  count}'  was  largely  represented  in  nine 
regiments  of  Ohio  volunteers,  including  the 
Third  Cavalry  and  Second  Heavy  Artillery;  fairly 
represented  in  eight  Ohio  commands,  and  sparsely 
in  six  Ohio  regiments.  Natives  or  residents  of 
the  county  entered  the  Regular  Army,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Iowa  and, 
even,  Kentucky  regiments;  while,  at  least,  one 
native  was  found  in  one  of  the  most  gallant  of 
the  great  Louisiana. commands  of  the  Confeder- 
ate service. 

The  history  of  the  Ohio  regiments  is  National 
rather  than  local.  It  was  first  compiled  as 
early  as  1868,  under  the  direction  of  White- 
law  Reid,  from  whose  work  these  regimental 
sketches  have  in  a great  measure  been  taken. 
In  May,  1884,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  by 
joint  resolution,  authorized  the  Roster  of  Ohio 
Soldiers,  1861-66,  which  has  been  issued  in 
eleven  large  volumes.  The  record  of  individ- 
ual soldiers  is  an  index  to  the  service  of  the  regi- 
ment. This  recr»rd  has  been  compiled,  after  the 
expenditure  of  much  labor  and  money,  and  with 


the  following  regimental  sketches  make  up  an  ex- 
haustive histor}'  of  the  part  taken  by  tlie  men  of 
Wood  county  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 


The  Tzeejity-first  Infantry. — In  this  regiment 
there  were  many  Wood  county  men,  represented 
principally  in  Companies  B,  C,  H and  I.  Capt. 
Arnold  5IcMahan's  107  men,  and  Capt.  Milo 
Caton’s  102  men,  were  all  residents  of  the  county. 
The  names  and  records  of  the  soldiers  are  given 
in  the  roster  which  follows. 

The  regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Taylor, 
near  Cleveland,  on  .April  27.  1S61.  Jesse  S.  Nor- 
ton, Col.;  J.'M.  Neibling,  Lieut. -Col. ; .A.  J.  Tay- 
lor, Major;  three-months'  service.  Then  Jesse  S. 
Norton,  James  M.  Neibling,  .Arnold  McMahan, 
Cols.,  successively;  James  M.  Neibling,  D.  .M. 
Stoughton,  Arnold  McMahan,  W.  B.  Wicker, 
Lieut. -Cols. , successive!}';  Samuel  A.  Strong.  D. 
M.  Stoughton,  Geo.  P'.  Walker,  .Arnold  McMahan. 
Isaac  Cusac.  John  C.  Martin,  Majors,  succes- 
sively. Of  these  officers,  Jesse  S.  Norton. 
.Arnold  McMahan  and  William  B.  Wicker,  were. 
Wood  county  men. 

Among  other  commissioned  officers  from 
Wood  county  in  the  2ist,  during  its  term  of 
service,  were;  Asher  Cook,  Omar  C.  Carr.  Sila^ 
S.  Canfield,  James  W.  Knaggs,  James  L.  Curry, 
Ed\vard  L.  Baird,  J.  E.  McGowan,  J.  J. 
Worhes,  Ara  C.  Spafford,  John  Patterson,  John 
S.  Mahonv,  Y’illiam  Pr\'or,  Robert  Buffum, 
Elihu  H.  M ason. 

The  regiment  moved  on  May  23,  passing 
through  Columbus  (where  it  received  its  arms 
to  Gallipohs.  where  it  went  into  camp  and  re- 
mained until  July  3,  when  it  moved  to  Ravens- 
wood,  bv  order  of  Gen.  McClellan,  to  re-enforce 
the  17th  Ohio,  then  expecting  an  attack  from  O. 
Jennings  Wise,  whose  forces  lay  at  a little  town 
called  Ripley.  The  P'ederal  force,  under  Col. 
Norton  of  the  21st  Ohio,  disembarked  at  eleven 
o’clock,  made  a forced  march  to  Ripley,  surprised 
the  Rebels  and  drove  them  from  the  place.  -A 
dav  or  two  after  this.  Col.  Norton  captured  forty 
prominent  Rebel  citizens  as  hostages  tor  the  good 
treatment  and  safe  return  of  some  lo}  al  A irgin- 
ians  captured  by  the  notorious  Jenkins. 

On  the  iith  of  July  Gen.  Cox  took  command 
of  the  brigade  consi'^ting  of  the  iith.  12th  and 
2 1 St  Ohio,  the  ist  and  2nd  Kentuck}',  Cotters 
1st  Ohio  Battery  of  two  guns,  and  Capt.  George  s 
cavalry,  and  marcheil  to  Red  House,  on  the 
Kanawha  river.  .At  this  place  Col.  Norton  \\as 
ordered  to  make  a reconnoisance  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  the  Rebel  position.  Comp.uiy  b . 
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Capt.  Geo.  F.  Walker;  Company  H,  Capt.  A.  M. 
Blackman,  and  Company  G.  Capt.  Lovell,  with 
a portion  of  Capt.  George’s  cavalry,  started  under 
command  of  Col.  Norton  early  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, July  14,  moving  on  three  different  roads,  all 
terminating  at  a little  village  on  Scarey  creek, 
where  it  empties  into  the  Kanawha  river.  After 
marching  some  eight  miles  the  enemy's  pickets 
were  encountered  in  a church,  from  which  they 
fired,  and  fell  back  on  their  main  body.  Skir- 
mishers were  thrown  out  by  Col.  Norton,  which 
developed  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  creek,  occupying  a strong  position 
with  a full  battery. 

After  developing  the  strength  of  the  Rebels, 
the  Federal  troops  fell  back  two  miles,  and  at 
twelve  o’clock  that  night  were  re-enforced  by 
the  remaining  companies  of  the  21st  Ohio,  and 
part  of  the  2nd  Kentucky,  under  Lieut. -Col.  En- 
yart;  but,  lacking  artillery.  Col.  Norton  thought 
it  best  to  fall  back  and  await  the  arrival  of  the 
main  body.  On  the  15th  the  main  body,  under 
Gen.  Cox,  arrived,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  Col.  Lowe  was  placed  in  command  of 
a force,  consisting  of  his  own  regiment;  Com- 
pany K,  Capt.  S.  A.  Strong,  and  Company 
D,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Allen,  of  the  21st;  Capt. 
Cotter’s  two  rifled  guns,  and  a portion  of  Capt. 
George’s  cavalry,  as  an  attacking  column,  and 
ordered  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  position. 
The  fight  opened  at  great  disadvantage  to  the 
Federals,  from  the  fact  that  their  old  United 
States  smooth-bore  muskets  did  not  carry  far 
enough  to  reach  the  enemy,  who  were  stationed 
in  the  bed  of  the  creek,  and  protected  by  high 
banks.  Col.  Norton  seeing  the  disadvantage,  de- 
termined to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  creek 
with  the  bayonet,  and.  as  a preliminary  move- 
ment, sent  a flanking  force  to  turn  the  enemy’s 
left,  and  divert  his  attention  from  the  contem- 
plated charge  in  front.  The  charge  was  success- 
fully made  by  Col.  Norton,  with  two  companies 
of  the  12th  Ohio,  the  enemy  being  lifted  out  of 
the  creek,  and  the  whole  Rebel  force  dri\  en  back. 
Col.  Norttm  was  painfull}- wounded  in  this  affair, 
but  remained  on  the  field,  hoping  to  be  supported 
b}-  Col.  Lo-we.  Three  messengers  were  dis- 
patched to  Col.  Lowe,  one  of  whom  was  killetl, 
but  the  r:eeded  support  was  not  given.  In  the 
meantime  the  enem\-  received  re-enforcements, 
and,  dis:overing  that  the  Federal  force  was  not 
properl}'  supported,  again  advanced  their  column 
anil,  in  turn,  drove  tlienr,  capturing  Col.  Norton , 
and  Liei:t.  Broun  of  the  12th  (Miio,  who  had 
remaiiu'd  with  Col.  Norton  and  the  other 
wounded.  The  loss  in  this  engagement  was  nine 


killed,  including  Capt.  Allen  and  Lieut.  Pomero\-, 
of  Company  D,  and  seventeen  wounded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  battle.  Col.  Woodruff, 
and  Lieut. -Col.  G.  W.  Neff,  of  the  2nd  Ken- 
tucky; Col.  Chas.  A.  De  \'illiers,  of  the  iith 
Ohio,  and  two  Kentucky  captains  rode  up  to  the 
battle-ground  by  a different  road  from  that  on 
which  the  troops  were  retreating,  and  were  in- 
stantly made  prisoners  by  the  Rebels. 

The  2 1st  was  mustered  out  August  12,  1861. 
It  was  again  re-organized  on  September  19.  1S61, 
for  the  three-years’  campaign,  and  mustered  into 
service  at  Findlay,  Ohio.  It  received  marching 
orders  a few  days  thereafter,  was  supplied  with 
arms  at  Camp  Dennison  October  2,  and  marched 
the  same  day  for  Nicholasville,  K}'.  It  remained 
there  ten  days,  and  was  then  ordered  to  march 
to  McCormick’s  Gap  to  join  Gen.  Nelson,  then 
in  command  at  that  point.  The  affair  at  Iv}'  Moun- 
tain, Ky. , November  9,  1861,  followed.  In  De- 
cember the  regiment  was  in  Buell’s  army,  with 
which  it  went  into  winter  quarters  on  Green  river. 
Early  in  1862,  it  participated  in  the  work  of  driving 
the  Confederates  from  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  and  in 
the  capture  of  Nashville,  on  March  13.  Moving 
to  Huntsville,  the  21st  furnished  a quota  of  the 
twenty-four  men  under  Andrews,  known  as  the 
“ Mitchell  Raiders,"  and  otherwise  took  a lead- 
ing part  in  the  stirring  affairs  around  Huntsville 
on  April  i i,  1862,  and  in  the  radical  movements 
carried  out  by  Gen.  Mitchell,  in  which  Co.  C, 
under  Capt.  Arnold  McMahan,  and  Co.  F,  under 
Capt.  H.  H.  Alban,  carried  the  w ar  into  Alabania, 
fighting  at  Bridgeport.  The  capture  of  Co.  H, 
by  Morgan,  while  returning  from  Nashville,  was 
a most  unfortunate  affair,  even  as  the  formation 
of  the  nucleus  of  the  ist  Alahania  Lo}-al  Regi- 
ment, at  Athens,  by  Capt.  McMahan,  was  a mos: 
conciliatory  one.  On  September  2,  1862,  the 
regiment  arrived  at  Nashville,  where  it  was  at- 
tached to  Negley’s  division,  and  where  it  remained 
until  the  siege  was  raised  on  Novemher  7.  being 
engaged  meantime  in  the  affairs  of  Lavergne 
(where  the  3d  .Alabama  Regiment  was  captured  . 
White’s  Creek,  Wilson’s  Bend,  and  b'ranklin 
Pil<e.  and  meriting  special  notice  of  Gen.  Roso- 
crans.  The  advance  toward  Murfreesboro  was 
commenced  December  26,  1862,  on  the  31st  the 
battle  was  begun,  the  2 1st  Regiment  crossing 
Stone  river,  charging  a batter}-  aiivl  capturing 
three  brass  guns.  Capt.  McMahan,  who  w-as  the 
leader  in  that  extraoniinar}-  charge,  was  reported, 
for  promotion  as  soon  as  the  smoke  of  battle 
cleared  awav,  and,  shortl}-  after,  was  commis- 
si'-ined  m.ijor.  The  regiment  was  otherwise 
honored  by  being  given  the  advance  in  entering 
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Murfreesboro  on  January  4,  1S63.  From  that 
date  to  June  24,  1863,  this  command  was  on  duty 
in  and  round  the  conquered  cit\-.  On  the  date 
given,  it  moved  toward  Tullahoma,  and  followed 
the  enemy  until  September  19,  when  it  formed 
part  of  the  line  of  battle  on  Chickamauga  creek. 
There,  on  September  20,  Lt.-Col.  Stoughton 
was  wounded,  and  Major  Arnold  McMahan  took 
command,  guiding  his  regiment  through  the  thick 
of  the  fight,  collecting  the  cartridges  from  the 
dead  and  wounded,  and,  as  a last  resort,  charg- 
ing the  heavy  Confederate  lines  with  the  bayonet, 
driving  back  the  enemy  and  taking  nine  prisoners. 
Immediately  after,  the  Rebel  officers  realized  the 
fact  that  McMahan’s  command  was  without  am- 
munition, took  courage  from  this  knowledge,  fell 
on  the  remnant  of  the  valiant  regiment,  captured 
twelve  officers  and  1 20  men  (of  whom  one  officer 
and  fifty-nine  men  died  in  prison),  and  left  the 
remainder  to  escape  in  the  darkness.  During  the 
battle  tlie  Colt’s  revolving  rifles  of  the  21st 
played  such  havoc  that  the  enemy  turned  atten- 
tion toward  wiping  it  out  of  e.xistence.  This  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  toward  sun-down,  on  the 
20th,  Bragg  ordered  a full  battery  to  play  upon 
it,  and,  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  urged  on 
charge  after  charge,  until  the  dry  leaves  and 
brush  of  the  forest  were  set  on  fire,  lapping  up 
the  life  of  the  dying  and  wounded,  whose  com- 
rades were  making  such  an  heroic  fight  against 
great  odds.  The  men  who  escaped  from  this 
Valhalla  at  Horse-shoe  Ridge,  with  Lt.-Col. 
Neibling,  found  a way  to  their  retreating  army, 
and  thence  to  Chattanooga.  In  November  fol- 
lowing they  participated  in  the  affair  at  Mission 
Ridge,  on  January  i,  1864,  re-enlisted  as  vet- 
erans, were  furloughed,  and,  on  March  6,  1864, 
were  once  more  at  Chattanooga.  From  that 
point  it  moved  to  Ringgold,  Ga.,  and  thence,  on 
May  7,  with  Sherman's  army  to  the  sea. 

The  new  life  of  the  old  regiment  opened  at 
Buzzard’s  Roost,  May  9,  1864.  It  was  present  at 
Resaca,  May  15,  and  at  New  Hope  Church  on 
May  28.  Wffiile  advancing  to  position  on  the 
last  date,  the  right  arm  of  Col.  Neibling  was 
fractured,  and  Major  McMahan,  who  had  just  ar- 
rived from  Libby  prison,  assumed  command. 
The  fighting  Major  pushed  forward  his  regiment, 
captured  a ridge  that  commanded  the  enemy's 
position,  and  held  it  until  the  enemy  withdrew. 
On  June  7,  the  21st  Regiment  met  the  Confeder- 
ate forces  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  held  the  front 
line  at  Bald  Knob  for  tweKe  days  and  nights, 
later  ft.illowed  the  retreating  Rebels  toward  the 
Chattahoochie  river,  and  on  July  9,  McMahan 
led  the  celebrated  charge  against  the  position 


held  by  the  4th  Mississippi  and  54th  Louisiana 
Infantry,  captured  the  rifie-pits,  thirty-three 
stand  of  new  English  rifies,  seventeen  prisoners, 
and  drove  the  enemy  into  their  principal  works. 
The  regiment  lost  fifteen  men  killed,  with  two 
officers  and  thirty-seven  men  wounded,  in  this 
affair,  but  won  the  reward  of  holding  the  pits, 
and,  in  a manner,  the  principal  works,  until  the 
enemy  withdrew  on  July  10.  \\’ithin  a day  or 
two  the  Chattahoochie  was  crossed,  and  on  the 
19th  and  20th  battle  was  given  to  the  Confeder- 
ates at  Nancy’s  creek  and  Peach  Tree  creek. 
I'rom  July  22  to  the  night  of  December  i.  this 
regiment  was  under  fire  daily.  At  Jonesboro, 
Ga. , it  lost  five  killed  and  thirty  wounded,  and 
its  total  losses  from  May  7 to  the  capitulation  of 
Atlanta,  on  September  2,  1864,  two  officers  and 
thirty-two  men  killed,  and  five  officers  and  119 
men  wounded,  many  of  whom  died  from  their 
wounds.  The  pursuit  of  Hood  led  the  comm.aud 
to  Galesville,  Ala.,  by  October  20,  but,  returning 
to  Atlanta  by  November  15,  it  remained  there 
until  ne.xt  morning,  when  the  advance  toward 
Savannah  was  ordered.  At  Lumpkin  Station,  on 
December  4,  the  enemy  was  encountered,  and 
from  Decem.ber  12  to  20  was  on  service  before 
Savannah,  forming  the  vanguard  entering  the 
city  on  December  21,  1864.  The  campaign  in 
the  Carolinas  followed,  Lt. -Col.  Mc^dahan  guiding 
the  regiment  in  a line  of  successes.  The  affair.? 
at  Rocky  Mount,  S.  C.,  at  Averysboro  and  B'en- 
tonville,  N.  C.,  brought  additional  laurels.  Dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Bentonville,  McMahan  was  as- 
signed to  command  the  brigade,  and  Capt. 
Samuel  1'.  Cheney  to  command  the  regiment:  but 
the  war  was  virtually  over.  On  May  26,  1865, 
the  21st  participated  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  proceeded  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where 
it  was  mustered  out,  and  thence  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  the  men  were  paid  ami  discharged 
July  28,  1865. 

The  record  of  the  regiment  is  a brilliant  one. 
The  dash  and  spirit  displayed  on  more  than  one 
field  are  remembered  by  the  people  of  Ohio,  and 
form  the  basis  of  the  man}  stories  of  heroism 
which  veterans  of  other  regiments  tell  of  the  gal- 
lant 2 1st  Ohio  Infantry. 

The  Mitchell  Raulers  was  organized  in  .\pril. 
1862,  under  f.  J.  Andrews,  with  the  appnw.d  of 
Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchell,  to  dostro}'  the  brulges  on 
the  Georgia  St,ite  railroad,  l)etween  Chattan< 
and  .\tlanta.  .\ndrews,  who  was  then  a seer-  t- 
service  agent,  suggested  the  organizatimi,  vi>ii;n- 
teered  to  lead  it  himself,  ami  met  his  twent}-i'ue 
select  men  at  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  .Vprd  7,  1S02. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Three  of  the  volunteers  are  residents  of  Wood 
county  to-day.  It  is  due  to  them,  as  well  as  to 
the  other  survivors  and  the  dead,  that  a sketch 
of  this  daring  expedition  into  the  very  heart  of 
the  enemy’s  country  should  be  given,  for  the 
twenty-two  Ohioans  volunteered  to  accomplish, 
by  secret  means,  what  in  open  warfare  might 
call  for  the  presence  of  an  army  corps,  and  pos- 
sibly the  loss  of  hundreds  of  lives  on  both  sides. 

The  names  of  the  raiders  are  E.  H.  Mason, 
Co.  B,  John  M.  Scott,  Co.  F,  Robert  Buffum, 
Co.  H,  William  Bensinger,  Co.  G,  Wilson  W. 
Brown,  Co.  F,  Robert  F.  Bonham,  Co.  F,  Will- 
iam Rnight,  Co.  E,  John  A.  Wilson,  Co.  C, 
John  R.  Porter,  Co.  G,  and  Mark  Wood,  Co.  C, 
2 1st  Ohio  Infantry;  IMarion  A.  Ross,  Co.  A, 
Charles  Perry  Shadrick,  Co.  K,  George  D.  Wil- 
son. Co.  B,  and  William  Pittinger,  Co.  G,  2d 
Ohio  Infantry;  M.  J.  Hawkins,  Co.  A.  William 
Riddick,  Co.  B,  John  Wollam,  Co.  C,  Samuel 
Robinson,  Co.  G,  U.  A.  Dorsey,  Co.  H,  and 
Jacob  Parrott,  Co.  K,  33d  Ohio  Infantry;  witli 
William  Campbell,  a Kentuckian,  Samuel  Sla- 
ven  and  J.  J.  Andrews. 

The  adventurers  arrived  at  Chattanooga 
April  1 1,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  at 
Marietta,  Ga.,  where  they  represented  themselves 
as  Kentuckians,  and  where  they  were  to  begin 
in  earnest  the  work  which  Andrews  had  designed. 
On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  men,  except 
H awkins  and  Porter,  boarded  the  north-bound 
train  for  Big  Shanty,  where  a stop  was  made  for 
breakfast.  Andrews,  knowing  that  there  was  no 
telegraph  office  there,  determined  to  begin  the 
execution  of  his  plans.  Believing  that  three  box- 
cars, with  the  engine  and  tender,  would  be 
enough  to  handle,  he  uncoupled  the  train,  and 
with  Brown,  Knight  and  J.  A.  Wilson,  jumped 
on  the  engine,  while  the  other  raiders  took  their 
places  in  the  cars.  Knight  played  engineer, 
while  Scott  looked  after  the  important  duty  of 
cutting  the  telegraph  wires.  At  the  first  station  the 
self-appointed  train  crew  took  on  wood  and  water, 
and  began  the  work  of  track  destruction.  At 
Marengo,  where  the  south-bound  train  was  due, 
Andrews  stated  he  was  running  a train  of  powder 
through  to  Beauregard's  headquarters,  and,  on 
this  explanation,  received  the  switch  key  and  a 
train-schedule  from  the  agent.  The  schedule 
showed  but  one  train,  but  the  advance  of  Gen. 
Mitchell's  division  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  drove  the 
Confederates  to  preparations  for  entering  Geor- 
gia. This  necessitated  many  special  trains,  so 
that  the  red  flag  was  carried  on  each  new  train, 
a common  and  unwelcome  sight  to  the  small 
band  engaged  in  the  large  and  terrible  enterprise. 


Hope  battled  against  reason  in  their  breasts; 
they  urged  the  locomotive  to  its  greatest  speed, 
stopped  at  some  places  to  remove  rails  and  ties 
and  load  them  on  the  box-cars,  again  make  up 
time,  Wilson  playing  fireman  and  Brown  en- 
gineer, halt  to  destroy  a culvert,  push  forward 
again,  and  so  on  until  the  crews  of  passing  trains 
and  station  agents  began  to  look  upon  the  train- 
men of  the  so-called  pow’der  train  as  so  manv 
fra  dia^'olos  gone  wild. 

Meantime,  the  railroad  authorities  at  Big 
Shanty  awakened  to  the  fact  that  a part  of  the 
train  was  stolen,  and  that  the  bandits  had  cut 
the  telegraph  lines.  A hand-car  crew  went  in 
pursuit,  took  possession  of  the  first  locomotive, 
and  pushed  on  faster,  repairing  the  track  as  they 
moved  forward.  Between  Adairsville  and  King- 
ston, this  crew  gave  up  hope  of  repairing  the 
work  of  the  destroyers,  abandoned  the  locomo- 
tive and  walked  until  they  met  a down  treight. 
They  related  the  story  to  the  engineer,  urged  hinr 
to  sidetrack  his  cars  and  give  them  the  locomo- 
tive. Agreeing,  the  pursuers  jumped  aboard,  at 
Calhoun  they  pressed  a telegraph  operator  and 
soldiers  into  their  service,  and  then,  with  valve 
wide  open,  renewed  the  race  after  the  dare- 
devils. Soon,  they  came  in  sight  of  their  prey, 
saw  it  stop  in  the  distance,  for  the  raiders  halted 
at  intervals  to  remove  the  track,  and  knew  that 
the  fugitives  would  soon  be  overhauled.  The 
raiders  were  also  on  the  look-out,  beheld  the  ap- 
proaching train  with  some  alarm,  but  never  lost 
an  opportunity  of  destroying  the  track,  until  the 
smoke  of  the  pursuer  told  them  that  flight  was 
their  only  hope.  Then  began  that  terrible  rail- 
road race,  through  Resaca,  Tilton,  Dalton  and 
Ringgold.  Beyond  Dalton,  Andrews  ordered  a 
halt,  to  cut  the  wires,  but  he  was  two  minutes 
late,  for  a message  had  just  passed  on  to  Chat- 
tanooga. Fuel  and  oil  were  exhausted  about  the 
moment  Ringgold  was  passed,  and  then  Andrews 
ordered  a halt,  reversed  the  engine,  so  as  to 
wreck  the  pursuing  train,  and  with  his  \ olunteers 
fled  into  the  forest,  each  man  seeking  safety  for 
himself.  The  troops  at  Ringgold  were  put  on  th.e 
ijni  vivc,  infantry  and  cavalry  scoured  the  coun- 
try for  the  fugitives,  and,  within  a week,  all  the 
daring  men,  save  Wood  and  Wilson,  were  in  the 
hands  of  implacable  enemies,  even  Hawkins  and 
Porter,  who  failed  to  board  the  train  at  Marietta, 
being  among  the  prisoners.  Within  three  weeks 
Wooii  and  Wilstm  were  made  prisoners. 

To  speak  of  the  treatment  of  these  gallant 
men.  by  the  Confederates,  is  a matter  of  history. 
Confederate  officers  comloned  acts  of  barbarism 
I worthy  only  of  the  lowest  mob  of  fanatics  ever 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


gathered  in  America,  ignored  the  claims  of  the  ! 
men  as  regular  soldiers,  detached  for  a service  of  | 
which  they  knew  nothing,  flogged  the  youngest 
soldier  almost  to  death  with  the  hope  of  wring- 
ing from  him  information,  and  then  after  the 
leader,  Andrews,  stepped  forward  and  acknowl- 
edged himself  as  leader,  took  the  gallant  fellow 
and  six  of  his  men  to  the  gibbet,  at  Atlanta,  where 
they  were  executed.  The  others,  awaiting  death 
in  the  Atlanta  prison,  seized  their  jailor,  when 
he  brought  in  their  suppers,  took  the  prison 
keys,  overpowered  seven  armed  guards,  and  made 
a way  toward  liberty.  Six  of  them  were  re-cap- 
tured and  conlined  in  Libby  and  Castle  Thunder,  | 
until  March,  1863,  when  they  were  exchanged  at 
City  Point.  The  men  executed  were  John  M. 
Scott,  June  iS,  1S62;  Marion  A.  Ross,  June  16, 
’62;  Charles  Perry  Shadrick,  June  18,  ’62;  Geo. 
C.  Wilson,  June  18,  ’62:  Sainuel  Robertson,  I 
June  18,  ’62,  Samuel  Slavens,  William  Camp- 
bell and  J.  J.  Andrews,  June  16,  ’62.  The  reso-  i 
lution  of  Congress,  adopted  in  July,  1862,  pro-  j 
vided  that  medals  be  struck  for  the  survivors  of  ! 
the  expedition,  which  medals  were  duly  presented, 
Elisha  H.  Mason,  of  Pemberville,  receiving  the  j 
second,  and  young  Parrott,  of  Hardin  county, 
the  first. 


The  One  Hundredth  Infantry — (three  years). 
— Wood  county  was  represented  in  several  dif- 
ferent companies.  Company  A being  almost,  if 
not  exclusively,  a Wood  county  command.  Col. 
Patrick  Slevin  and  Maj.  John  A.  Shannon  were 
from  the  county,  as  were  also  some  six  or  eight 
other  com  missioned  officers  of  the  regiment,  some 
of  whom  were  promoted  to  high  positions  in 
other  regiments.  The  regiment  was  organized  at 
Toledo  during  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
1862,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  Sep- 
tember I following.  Its  principal  officers,  suc- 
cessively, were;  John  C.  Groom,  Patrick  Slevin, 
Edwin  1.  Hayes,  Cols.;  Patrick  Slevm,  Edwin 
L.  Hayes,  Franklin  Rundell,  Lieut. -Cols. ; Edwin 
L.  Hayes,  John  A.  Shannon,  Henry  D.  Taylor, 
Franklin  Rundell,  Majors.  On  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember the  regiment  moved  to  Cincinnati,  for  the 
defense  of  that  city.  On  the  9th  it  went  into 
position  on  Covington  Heights,  a few  rods  in 
front  and  to  the  left  of  Fort  Mitchell. 

The  regiment  marched  for  Lexington.  Ky. , 
on  the  8th  of  October,  and  remained  there,  un- 
dergoing a thorough  course  of  instruction,  until 
about  the  ist  of  December,  when  it  moved  to 
Richmond.  It  was  engaged  in  work  on  the  for- 
tifications until  the  26th  of  December,  when  it 
moved  to  Danville,  and  on  the  3d  of  January, 


1863,  it  moved  to  Frankfort.  Toward  the  last 
of  February  it  marched  to  Lexington  to  intercept 
a Rebel  raid,  and  from  that  point  marched  to  Crab 
Orchard,  Mount  \’ernon,  Somerset,  and  to  vari- 
ous other  points  where  the  presence  of  the  en- 
emy rendered  it  necessary.  On  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust. the  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Danville, 
preparatory  for  the  march  of  East  Tennessee. 
Upon  arriving  at  Knoxville  a portion  of  the  regi- 
ment was  sent  up  to  the  \’irgiriia  State  line  to- 
guard  the  railroad.  The  detachment,  240  strong, 
was  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  sent  to  Richmond,  Va. . a large 
pi.r  eent.  of  them  dying  in  prison.  The  regiment 
participated  in  the  defense  of  Knox\  iI!e,  and  was 
on  active  duty  during  its  stay  in  East  Tennessee. 
Early  in  the  spring  of  [864  it  marched  in  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps  to  join  Gen.  Sherman, 
then  at  Tunnell  Hill,  Ga.  It  moved  on  the  At- 
lanta campaign,  and  was  present  at  almost  every 
battle  from  Rocky  Face  Ridge  to  Atlanta.  On 
the  6th  of  August  it  was  engaged  in  an  assault  on 
the  Rebel  works  in  front  of  Atlanta,  with  a loss 
of  103  men  out  of  300.  Thirty-six  men  were 
killed  on  the  field,  and  eight  more  died  of  wounds 
within  the  next  thirty  days.  The  Colonel  was 
disabled  for  life.  This  was  the  heaviest  day  s 
work  experienced  by  the  regiment.  After  the 
evacuation  of  Atlanta  it  joined  in  pursuit  of 
Hood,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville.  At  Franklin  the  looth  fought 
at  great  disadvantage,  having  been  broken  into 
fragments  by  the  placing  of  artillery  m the  bat- 
tle line  at  the  last  moment.  Notwithstanding 
this,  some  portions  of  the  line  of  the  iceth  were 
held  with  the  most  desperate  tenacity.  Nothing 
in  war  could  excel  the  deadly  fighting  on  this  line, 
a part  of  which  was  held  by  the  100th.  The 
color-bearer,  Byron  C.  Baldwin,  of  Weston. 
Ohio,  was  shot,  but  in  his  death  agonies  rolled 
his  body  in  the  flag  so  that  it  might  be  saved 
from  the  enemy.  This  was  only  one  of  the  pa- 
thetic, gallant  incidents  in  the  history  of  the 
lOOth.  The  regiment  moved  uith  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. , and  was  there 
actively  engaged.  It  marched  into  the  interior, 
and  moved  from  Goldsboro  to  Raleigh  with  Sher- 
man's army.  It  next  moved  to  Greensboro,  ami 
from  there  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  it  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  on  the  1st  of  July.  1S6;. 
having  served  two  years  and  ten  months  from 
muster-in  to  muster-out. 

Th.e  lOOth  lost,  during  its  term  of  service,  65 
men  killeti  in  action.  142  wounded,  27  died  of 
wounds.  loS  liied  of  disease,  325  captured  f\v 
the  enemy,  and  85  died  in  Reb’el  prisons.  It 
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participated  in  the  battles  of  Lenoir  Station, 
Knoxville,  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  Resaca,  Dallas, 
Etowah  Creek,  Atlanta,  Columbia,  Franklin, 
Nashville,  Town  Creek,  and  Wilmington. 


The  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Infantry 
(three  years)  was  organized  at  Toledo  in  August, 
1862,  and  mustered  in  September  5 and  6 of 
that  year.  It  was  an  out-and-out  northwestern 
Ohio  command,  made  up  of  men  from  Wood, 
Lucas,  Sandusky,  Fulton,  Williams  and  Defiance 
counties. 

There  were  upw’ard  of  300  men  from  Wood 
county  in  the  regiment,  represented  mainly  in 
Companies  B,  D,  I,  K and  A.  Lt.-Cols.  B.  W. 
Johnson  and  Thomas  C.  Norris,  of  the  regiment, 
were  Wood  county  men,  as  were  also  Capts.  O.  P. 
Norris,  J.  E.  McGowan  (became  major  1 st  U.  S. 
Colored  Heavy  Artillery),  John  Yeager,  Derning 
W.  H.  Day  (who  later  rose  to  the  rank  of  gen- 
eral), Wesley  S.  Thurstin  fbecame  adjutant  of 
regiment)  and  William  H.  Beal.  Among  other 
commissioned  officers  of  the  regiment  from  Wood 
county  were:  Lieuts.  John  Bader,  George  H. 

Van  Blarcum,  Rudolph  W'illiams,  Daniel  W. 
Poe,  Alexander  Rowland,  Moses  Dubbs,  John  H. 
Campbell,  J.  D.  Bolles,  John  M:  WYodruff,  J. 

A.  Chilcote,  Thomas  Walter.  Lewis  Dienst  and 
Myron  G.  IJrown  i Constantine  Beal  became  a 
lieutenant  in  the  i st  U.  S.  H.  Art. ).  Company 
B was  recruited  largely  from  Milton,  Weston, 
Perry  and  Middleton  townships;  Company  D, 
largely  from  W'eston  and  Washington  townships; 
Company  I enlisted  in  Perrysburg,  Plain,  Center, 
Bloom  and  Perry  townships;  Company  K,  mostly 
from  Plain  and  Center  townships. 

The  leading  officers  of  the  i i ith,  successively, 
were;  John  R.  Bond,  Isaac  R.  Sherwood, Colonels; 

B.  W.  Johnson,  Moses  R.  Bailey,  Isaac  R.  Sher- 
wood, Thomas  C.  Norris,  Lieutenant-Colonels; 
Moses  R.  Bailey,  Isaac  R.  Sherwood,  Thomas 

C.  Norris,  Benjatnin  F.  Southworth.  Henry 
J.  McCord,  Majors.  Five  days  after  muster 
the  command  is  found  at  Covington,  Ky.,  and, 
September  18,  at  Crittenden,  dri\ing  out  Kirby 
Smith’s  cavalry.  .At  or  near  Frankfort,  on  Oc- 
tober 8.  it  had  another  brush  with  the  Confeder- 
ates, so  that,  on  .May  29,  1863,  when  it  was  or- 
dered to  Glasgow,  Ky.,  to  become  a part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  its  members  [if)ssessed  experience 
in  warfare.  Bevoud  tlie  [)ursuit  of  Mvirg.in’s 
cavalry,  the  cajAure  of  a detachment  of  his  dare- 
devils, and  participation  in  the  affairs  at  Scotts- 
ville  and  Tomkinsville,  the  regiment  was  engaged 


only  in  strategic  movements  until  about  the  mid- 
dle of  November,  1863,  when  its  long  term  of 
brilliant  service  may  be  said  to  have  commenced. 

After  the  capture  of  Morgan  the  regiment 
rendezvoused  at  New  Market.  Ky. , preparatory 
to  the  march  to  East  Tennessee.  On  September 
2,  it  forded  the  Big  Emery  river,  and  arrived  at 
Loudon,  Tenn.,  on  the  4th.  The  regiment  re- 
mained in  Loudon  until  November  14,  and  took 
part  in  the  movement  north  of  New  Market  to 
check  the  Rebel  advance  from  Virginia;  it  also 
took  part  in  several  forced  marches,  scouts  and 
skirmishes  along  the  Tennessee  and  Holston 
rivers. 

-The  advance  of  Gen.  Longstreet’s  army'  ap- 
peared in  front  of  Loudon  on  the  22nd,  and  con- 
siderable skirmishing  was  kept  up  between  the 
two  armies.  On  the  14th  of  November,  the 
command  marched  to  Lenoir;  but  meeting  rein- 
forcements here,  a countermarch  was  ordered, 
and  the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  march  to 
Huff’s  Ferry,  three  miles  below  Loudon,  and 
prevent  the  crossing  of  Gen.  Longstreet’s  troops. 
Owing  to  the  almost  impassible  condition  of  the 
roads,  it  was  nearly  dark  before  arriving  at  the 
ferry'.  On  a high  bluff,  about  half  a mile  from 
the  river,  a brigade  of  Rebels  was  encountered. 
The  Second  Brigade  was  immediately  formed  in 
single  line,  and  ordered  to  charge.  The  charge 
was  successful.  In  it  the  1 i ith  lost  only  a few 
wounded,  as  it  was  on  the  right  fiank  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  partially  under  cover  of  dense  woods. 
The  brigade  stood  to  arms  all  night  in  the  pelting 
rain,  without  food  or  shelter.  .\t  daylight,  the 
entire  division  fell  back,  and  the  iiith  covered 
the  retreat.  At  Loudon  creek  a brisk  skirmish 
took  place  betw'een  the  regiment  and  the  6th 
South  Carolina  Sharp  Shooters,  composing  Gen. 
Longstreet’s  advance.  The  stand  was  made  to 
enable  Henshaw's  Illinois  Battery  to  get  its  cais- 
sons up  a hill  above  the  creek.  In  this  engage- 
ment the  I I Ith  lost  four  killed  and  twelve  wound- 
ed. On  this  night  all  camp  and  garrison  epuip- 
j age  and  transportation  were  destroyed,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  i6th,  at  three  oclock,  it  moved 
out  for  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

.At  daydight  on  that  morning.  Lieut.  O.  B. 

' Norris  and  fifty-two  men,  of  Company  B.  of  the 
regiment,  were  captured  by  the  Rebels  w hile  on 
■ picket.  Of  these  fifty-two  stalwart  men,  thirty- 
six  died  of  starvation  and  exposure  in  .\n<l(.'rson- 
ville  prison.  Campbell's  .Atation  was  selected  by' 
Gen.  Burnside  as  the  point  to  whici\  ti.'  give 
battle  to  Gen.  Lougstred.  In  this  I'ngagement 
the  I I Ith  occupied  the  first  line,  directly  in  front 
of  two  batteries  of  Rebel  artillery,  and  was  for 
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six  hours  exposed  to  the  shells  of  the  enemy’s 
concentrated  fire.  The  loss  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed was  very  light,  as  the  enemy  used  percussion 
shells,  which  mostly  fell  in  the  rear  of  the  first 
line.  The  regiment  marched  with  the  command  > 
into  Knoxville,  a distance  of  six  miles,  having  been 
three  nights  without  sleep,  food  or  rest,  and  i 
having  participated  in  three  separate  engage-  ^ 
ments.  It  passed  through  the  siege  of  Knoxville, 
occupying  the  fort  on  College  Hill,  and  lost  six 
men  killed  and  wounded.  After  Gen.  Long- 
street’s  retreat,  it  took  part  in  the  skirmishes  at 
Blain’s  Cross  Roads,  Uan\  ille,  and  Strawberry 
Plains,  and  occupied  an  outpost  six  miles  in  front 
of  the  city  when  Gen.  Schofield  fell  back  the 
second  time  on  Knoxville.  It  protected  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Second  Division  at  Strawberry  Plains, 
on  the  2 1 St  of  January,  1864,  losing  one  man 
killed.  On  February  9,  Gen.  Schofield  arrived 
at  Knoxville,  and  took  command  of  the  depart- 
ment. On  the  24th  of  February,  the  Second 
Division  marched  to  Strawberry  Plains  ; on  the 
27th  crossed  the  Holston  river,  and,  marching 
some  distance,  counter-marched  at  night  as  far 
back  as  Mossy  creek.  On  the  14th  of  March, 
the  regiment  moved  to  Morristown,  East  I'ennes- 
see.  On  the  following  day  it  was  on  the  picket 
line,  and  had  a brisk  skirmish  with  the  Rebel 
cavalry.  The  iiith  was  moved  back  to  Mossy  | 
creek,  and  there  remained  until  April  26,  when 
it  was  marched  to  Charleston,  a distance  of  one 
hundred  miles.  This  it  accomplished  in  four  ■ 
days,  arriving  at  Charleston  on  the  30th.  From  i 
this  point  it  marched  to  Red  City,  Ga. , arriving 
May  6.  At  this  point  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
united  with  the  left  wing  of  Gen.  Sherman's  artny 
to  participate  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  It 
marched  to  Tunnel  Hill,  May  7,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  skirmished  into  a position  in  front  of 
Buzzard’s  Roost.  On  the  9th,  in  the  advance  on 
Rocky  Face  Mountain,  the  regiment  was  assigned 
the  front  line  of  the  skirmishers,  and  during  an 
ad  vance  of  three-<]uarters  of  a mile  lost  nine  men 
killed  and  wounded.  ; 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  the  regiment  ar- 
rived in  front  of  Resaca.  The  brigade  made  a 
charge  on  the  enemy’s  works  the  next  day  ; the 
iiith  had  but  seven  companies  engaged,  three 
companies  being  in  the  rear,  guarding  transpor- 
tation. Out  of  the  number  engaged,  seven  men 
'vere  killed  and  thirty  wounded.  The  regiment 
took  part  in  the  second  day’s  fight  at  Resaca. 
After  an  unsuccessful  assault  at  midnight  upon 
the  I'ederal  lines,  the  Rebels  retreated.  ( )n  .Mav 
the  regitnent  participated  in  the  pursuit  ; Inul 
skirmish  with  the  l\ebel  ca\  alr}’,  on  the  20th, 


and  captured  six  prisoners.  On  the  27th  a bri- 
gade of  Rebels  made  an  advance  on  the  Federal 
lines,  the  tilth  was  ordered  on  double-quick, 
made  a charge,  and  broke  the  Rebel  lines.  In 
this  engagement  the  regiment  lost  fifteen  men, 
killed  and  wounded. 

It  took  part  in  the  entire  siege  against  At- 
lanta; was  act'vely  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Kene- 
saw,  the  battles  of  Pine  Mountain,  Lost  Mountain, 
Dallas,  on  the  Chattahoochie  river,  near  Xico- 
jack  Creek,  Decatur,  Peachtree  Creek,  and  in  the 
siege  of  Atlanta  and  the  skirmishes  at  Rough- 
and-Ready,  Lovejoy’s  Station  and  Utoy  Creek. 
It  started  on  the  Atlanta  campaign  with  3Somen, 
and  of  this  number  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 
212.  It  moved  from  camp  at  Decatur,  Ga..  Oc- 
tober 4,  against  Gen.  Hood's  forces.  During  its 
camp  at  Decatur,  it  had  made  a reconnoisance  to 
Stone  Mountain,  where  it  encountered  Rebel 
cavalry,  and  lost  a few  of  its  men.  Its  line  of 
march  was  to  Allatoona  Pass,  thence  into  Ala- 
bama, going  south  as  far  as  Cedar  Bluffs,  where 
in  a skirmhsh  with  Rebel  cavalry  one  officer  and 
three  men  of  the  regiment  were  captured  on 
picket.  It  next  marched  to  Rome,  Ga. , where  a 
brisk  skirmish  took  place  ; thence  moved  to 
Resaca,  arriving  November  i,  1864. 

At  Resaca  the  regiment  took  the  cars  and 
moved  to  Johnsonville,  where  it  remained  until 
November  20,  when  it  was  again  moved  b_\’  rail 
to  Columbia,  Tenn.,  to  assist  in  checking  Gen. 
Hood’s  advance.  It  participated  in  the  skirm- 
ishes at  Columbia,  and  was  detailed  to  remain  in 
the  rear  to  guard  the  fords  of  Duck  river  while 
Gen.  Thomas’  army  fell  back  on  Franklin.  The 
regiment  guarded  a wagon  train  to  Franklin,  and 
was  twice  attacked,  bui;  each  time  it  repulsed  the 
enemy.  The  regiment  at  night  marched  by  the 
outposts  of  Gen.  Hood’s  army  in  bringing  up  the 
rear.  It  arrived  at  Franklin  on  the  morning  of 
November  30,  and  was  immediately  assigned  to 
the  front  line  of  works,  on  the  left  fiank  of  the 
Second  Division.  23d  Army  Corps,  to  the  right 
of  I'ranklin  turnpike.  In  the  fight  on  that  day 
the  regiment,  out  of  180  men  engaged,  lost  2 2 
men  killed  on  the  tieUl  and  40  wounded.  Many 
were  killed  by  Rebel  bayonets.  The  contest  was 
so  close  that  once  the  flag  of  the  regiment  was 
snatched  from  the  hands  of  the  color-sergeant, 
but  the  bold  Rebel  was  killed  instantly.  1 he 
troops  on  the  immediate  left  of  the  tilth  tell 
back  during  the  di.irge,  and  the  RebeL.  holding 
this  jnrt  of  the  line  for  .in  hour,  p aired  an  en- 
filading fire  along  the  lino  of  the  whole  brigade. 
t.)wing  to  the  large  loss  of  officers  in  this  and 
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previous  engagements,  a detail  from  other  regi- 
ments was  necessary  to  command  the  companies. 

On  December  i , the  iiith  marched  back  to 
Nashville,  where  it  was  assigned  a position  in  the 
line  of  defenses  on  the  left.  It  was  severely  en- 
gaged during  both  days  of  fighting  in  front  of 
Nashville.  In  a charge  on  the  second  day  it 
captured  three  Rebel  battle-llags,  and  a large 
number  of  prisoners.  The  loss  was  seven  killed 
and  fifteen  wounded.  The  regiment  took  part 
in  the  pursuit  after  Gen.  Hood.  It  was  marched  j 
to  Clifton,  Tenn. , where,  January  17,  1865,  it  j 
took  transports  to  make  the  campaign  of  North  j 
Carolina.  It  took  an  active  part  in  the  capture  ; 
of  Fort  Anderson,  and  in  the  skirmishes  at  Mosby  j 
Hall  and  Goldsboro.  After  the  surrender  of  Gen.  * 
Johnston,  the  regiment  was  removed  to  Salis-  i 
bury,  N.  C. , where  it  remained  until  ordered  j 
home  for  muster-out.  The  1 1 ith  re-enlisted  as  i 
veterans,  in  February,  1S64,  in  East  Tennessee.  | 
Again,  in  October,  1864,  after  the  Atlanta  cam-  | 
paign,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  regiment  re-  i 
enlisted  as  veterans.  The  strength  of  the  regi-  j 
ment  at  muster,  in  September,  1862,  was  1,050  | 
men.  During  its  long  term  eighty-five  recruits  1 
were  assigned,  making  in  all  1,135.  Of  this 
total,  252  were  killed,  or  died  of  wounds,  200 
died  of  disease,  234  were  discharged  for  disability, 
and  401  were  mustered  out,  a few  men  being 
unaccounted  for. 


The  Sixty-scvaitk  Infantry  (three  years)  origi- 
^ nated  in  the  consolidation  of  the  nucleus  of  the 

45th  and  that  of  the  67th.  It  was  mus- 
tered in  between  October  2 and  December 
17,  1861,  and  on  September  i,  1865,  received 
I the  remnant  out  of  the  62nd  Infantry,  so 

that  at  muster-out,  December  7,  1865,  it  repre- 
sented three  regiments.  The  officers  of  the  reg- 
■;  iment,  successively,  were:  Otto  Burstenbinder, 

Alvin  C.-  Voris,  Cols;  Alvin  C.  Voris,  John  R. 
Bond,  Henry  S.  Commager,  Lewis  C.  Hunt, 

: Henry  W'est,  Lt.-Cols;  John  R.  Bond,  Henry  S. 

I Commager,  Edwin  S.  Platt,  Lewis  Butler,  Thos. 

I J.  Platt,  Majors.  Many  of  the  flower  of  Wood 

' county’s  young  men  served  in  the  67th,  repre- 

i sented  mainly  in  Companies  H,  B,  and  K. 

! Among  the  commissioned  officers  from  the  county 

j were  Capt.  John  B.  Spafford.  and  Lieuts.  John 

I J.  Parsons,  Geo.  N.  Parsons,  Henr}-  |.  Carter, 

I Peter  Bell,  J.  H.  Whitehead  and  C.  D.  Lindsay. 

Entering  West  V'irginia,  in  January,  1S62, 
the  men  received  their  first  lessons  in  war,  so 
that  in  March  following,  under  the  dashing 
f Gen.  Shields,  they  were  able  to  render  good  serv- 


ice at  Winchester,  against  Ashby  s Rebel  cavalr}’. 
On  March  22nd  the  regiment  reported  to  Gen. 
Banks,  in  Whnchester,  and  soon  engaged  the 
enemy,  driving  them  till  past  night  fall,  as  far 
south  as  Kernstown.  The  regiment  lay  on  their 
arms  all  night,  and  on  the  ne.xt  morning  were  the 
first  to  engage  the  enemy.  After  the  infantry 
fighting  had  been  fairly  opened,  the  67th  was 
ordered  to  re-enforce  Gen.  Tyler’s  brigade; 
to  do  which  it  was  necessary  to  pass  over  an 
open  field  for  three-fourths  of  a mile,  exposed 
to  the  enemy’s  fire.  The  regiment  executed 
the  movement  on  the  double-quick,  and  came 
into  action  in  splendid  order.  It  lost  in  this 
action  fifteen  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded. 
Until  the  last  of  the  next  June,  the  67th  endured 
the  hardships  of  marches  up  and  down  the  valley, 
over  the  mountains  and  back  again,  from  the 
Potomac  to  Harrisonburg,  from  Eront  Royal  to 
Eredericksburg,from  P'redericksburg  to  Manassas, 
from  Manassas  to  Port  Republic,  and  from  Port 
Republic  to  Alexandria. 

On  June  29,  the  regiment  embarked  on  the 
steamer  “Herald”  and  barge  “ Delaware,”  and 
started  for  the  James  to  re-enforce  Gen.  Mc- 
Clellan. In  the  night  of  the  30th,  when  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  a very 
heavy  gale,  the  hawser,  by  which  the  barge  was 
towed,  parted,  leaving  the  barge  to  toss  about  in 
i the  trough  of  the  sea.  Men,  horses,  arms,  and 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,  were  carried  over- 
board and  lost.  At  Harrison’s  Landing  the  regi- 
ment campaigned  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
till  the  evacuation  of  the  Peninsula,  when  it 
went  to  Suffolk,  Va. , with  only  300  men  for 
duty  out  of  850  which  composed  the  regiment  at 
I the  organization.  The  regiment  enjoyed  here 
1 its  first  opportunity  for  rest  and  drill;  and,  in  the 
i last  of  December,  was  transferred  to  North  Caro- 
I lina,  and  then  to  Hilton  Head,  where  it  arrived 
i February  i,  1863.  The  regiment  shared  in  the 
I Charleston  expedition,  landing  on  Cole's  Island, 
j April  2.  P'or  seven  months  the  regiment  heroic- 
' ally  endured  all  the  hardships,  privations  and. 
j dangers  of  the  siege,  taking  part  in  the  attack 
i on  P'ort  Wagner,  and  sustaining  heavy  loss.  I'he 
I regiment  re-enlisted,  and  returned  to  Ohio  in 
I F'chruarv,  1864.  At  the  expiration  of  their  fur- 
I loughs  the  soldiers  of  the  67th  returned  to  the 
field,  reaching  Bermuda  Hundred.  Va..  under 
Gen.  Butler,  May  o.  1864.  On  .\la\-  <)th,  the 
67th  was  detached  to  gu.iril  the  right  think  oi 
the  10th  Corps,  that  had  gone  to  the  railroad  at 
Chester  Station  to  destroy  it  from  there  to  Pe- 
i tersburg.  A section  of  artdlery  was  sent  with 
1 the  regiment,  and  they  were  placed  on  tlie  turn- 
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pike  from  Richmond  to  Petersburg,  about  eleven 
miles  from  the  former  place,  with  orders  to  hold 
the  position  at  all  hazards.  During  the  night 
re-enforcements  arrived,  and  ne.\t  morning  the 
Rebels  made  a general  attack  upon  them.  The 
67th  maintained  its  position  from  first  to  last, 
presenting  an  unbroken  front  to  four  successive 
charges.  A section  of  the  Federal  artillery,  for 
a short  time,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
but  was  recapitured  by  a portion  of  Company  F. 
May  10,  1864.  will  always  be  remembered  as  a 
sad  but  glorious  day.  by  the  67th.  Seventy-si.\ 
officers  and  men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  that 
battle. 

On  May  20,  a portion  of  the  Union  lines  hav- 
ing fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels,  the  67th, 
with  other  regiments,  was  designated  to  recap- 
ture it,  which  was  done  by  a charge,  in  which 
the  67th  lost  si.xty-nine  officers  and  men  killed 
and  wounded.  The  Rebel  Gen.  W.  H.  S. 
Walker  was  wounded  and  captured,  his  sword 
passing  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Voris  as  a trophy. 
On  August  16,  four  companies  of  the  67th 
charged  the  rifle  pits  of  the  enemy  at  Deep 
River,  and  at  the  first  volley  lost  a third  of  their 
men;  but  before  the  Rebels  could  reload  the 
rifle-pits  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Federal 
troops.  On  October  7,  13,  27,  and  28,  the  regi- 
ment engaged  the  enemy,  with  a loss  of  over  one 
hundred  men.  During  the  spring,  summer  and 
fall  of  1864,  the  67th  confronted  the  enemv,  at 
all  times  within  range  of  their  guns;  and  it  is  said 
by  officers  competent  to  judge,  that  during  the 
year  it  was  under  fire  two  hundred  times.  No 
movement  was  without  danger;  firing  was  kept 
up  for  days,  and  men  wore  their  accoutrements 
for  weeks  at  a time.  Out  of  over  600  muskets 
taken  to  the  front  in  the  spring,  three-fifths  were 
laid  aside  during  the  year  on  account  of  casual- 
ties. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  the  67th  participated 
in  the  assault  on  the  Rebel  works  below'  Peters- 
burg; on  the  2(1  of  April  it  was  foremost  in  the 
charge  on  Fort  Gregg,  and  at  .Appomattox  C.  H. 
was  in  at  the  death,  bearing  her  battle-flag  proudly 
in  the  last  fight  the  Union  forces  made  against 
the  army  of  Northern  \’irginia. 


I'hc  0)ic  Ihotdrcd  and  Fortv-fourth  fufantry 
(one  hundred  days’  service)  w-as  organized  at 
Camp  Chase,  (flii(j.  May  ii,  1864,  out  of  the 
64th  Battalion  O.  N.  G.,  of  Wood  county,  and 
the  19th  Battalion  O.  N.  (U , of  Wyandot  county, 
with  Samuel  H.  Hunt,  Col.  ; Frederick  R.  Miller, 
Uieut.  Col.;  and  Marquis  D.  L.  Ijiiell,  Major. 


Miller  and  Buell  were  both  Wood  county  men, 
and  also  Quartermaster  John  H.  Reid.  Com- 
pany C was  mainly  a Wood  county  organization,, 
composed  of  men  principally  from  Bowling  Green 
and  vicinity  (Plain  and  Center  townships).  Its 
officers  were  Capt.  Jeremiah  Kitchen,  ist  Lieut. 
Samuel  J.  Lamb,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Thos.  J.  .Avery. 
Company  F was  composed  of  men  mainly  from 
Perrysburg,  with  some  from  Middleton  and  Web- 
ster townships.  Its  officers  were  Asher  Cook, 
Capt.  ; .Andrew'  Bloomfield,  ist.  Lieut.  ; and  Frank 
S.  Tyler,  2nd  Lieut.  Company  B was  mainly 
from- Washington,  Plain,  and  what  is  now  AVeston 
townships.  It  w'as  commanded  by  Capt.  Luther 
Black.  Company  E,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Philip  Smith,  assisted  by  ist  Lieut.  .Abraham 
Keefer  and  2nd  Lieut.  John  D.  Muir,  was  made 
up  of  men  principally  from  Freedom,  Webster, 
Bloom  and  Perry  townships.  Company  I w'as 
made  up  of  men,  in  main  from  what  is  now' 
Grand  Rapids  and  AA'eston  townships,  and  was 
officered  by  John  McKee,  Capt. ; Geo.  AA'eddell, 

' 1st  Lieut.;  and  Geo.  Kimberlin,  2nd  Lieut.  Com- 
pany K — of  which  Philo  W.  Flathaw'ay  was  cap- 
tain; Benj.  Bacon,  ist  Lieut;  and  Dr.  Edwin  R. 
Sage,  2nd  Lieut. — w’as  made  up  of  men  chiefly 
from  Montgomery  township. 

Ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Wallace,  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  the  command  was  moved 
rapidly,  and,  arriving  at  rendezvous,  Com- 
i panies  G and  K were  detached  for  duty  on  the 
fortifications,  and  the  other  companies  quartered 
at  Fort  McHenry.  Thence  Company  E was 
sent  forward  to  AA'ilmington,  Del. ; Company  B 
to  Camp  Parole,  near  .Annapolis,  where,  a few 
days  later  it  was  joined  by  Companies  G.  and  I. 
i This  battalion  remained  at  camp  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  L.  Black  until  July  7,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  join  Gen.  Wallaceat  Monocacy  Junction. 
On  July  9,  Companies  B,  G and  I were  present  at 
Monocacy  Junction,  when  Gen.  Early’s  advance 
was  checked,  losing  in  the  engagement  about 
fifty  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  Wal- 
lace was  defeated  there,  and,  in  every  particu- 
lar, the  affair  was  very  discouraging  to  the  gallant 
Ohioans,  whose  csf'rit  dc  corps  deserved  better 
j fortune.  The  regiment  moved  to  Washington,  on 
■ July  13,  thence  to  Leesburg,  cn  route  to  Win- 
! Chester,  \’a.  .At  Snicker’s  (mp.  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  return  to  AAGshinerton.  but  it  was  imme- 
diately dispiatched  to  Shenandoah.  On  the  day 
that  Hancock  and  Birncy  were  repulsevi  at  Deep 
Bottom,  AG.,  a detachment  of  this  regiment  was 
attacked  near  Berryville.  A'a.,  by  Mosby’s  guer- 
rillas. The  two  field  pieces,  worked  by  Mosby’s 
, skilled  artillerists,  created  consternation  in  the 
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ranks  of  the  new  regiment,  but  the  men  rallied,  ; 
returned  the  fire  and  drove  the  guerrillas  to 
flight.  In  this  affair,  the  144th  lost  five  killed,  ' 
si.x  wounded  and  sixty  prisoners.  The  muster-  1 
out  took  place  August  24  and  31,  1864,  when  it  ' 
was  reported  that  the  regiment  lost  125  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners,  during  its  short  term  of 
service,  and  that  many  of  the  captured  men  had 
■died  in  Andersonville  and  other  prisons. 


The  Forty-ninth  Infantry  (three  years)  was 
■organized  at  camp  Noble,  Tiffin,  from  August 
15,  to  September  22,  1861.  Its  leading  officers, 
successively,  were:  William  H.  Gibson,  Joseph 

R.  Bartlett,  Colonels;  A.  M.  Blackman,  Levi 
Drake,  Benj.  S.  Porter,  Samuel  F.  Gray,  Luther 
M.  Strong,  Joseph  R.  Bartlett,  Milton  F.  Miles, 
Lieut. -Colonels;  Levi  Drake,  Benj.  S.  Porter, 
Samuel  F.  Gray,  Luther  M.  Strong,  Joseph  R. 
Bartlett,  Milton  F.  Miles,  J.  Kessler,  Geo.  W. 
Pool,  Majors. 

Wood  county  was  largely  represented  in  Com- 
pany H,  and  had  men  in  Companies  A,  C,  K 
and  F,  and  likely  some  few  in  others.  In  the  com- 
mand were  a number  of  commissioned  officers 
from  Wood,  among  them:  Lieut. -Col.  Miles, 

Capt.  Francis  R.  Stewart,  and  Lieuts.  John 
J.  Fry,  Silas  W.  Simons  and  Geo.  W.  Vail. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  August  20,  1861. 

Company  C,  mustered  September  r ; E,  August 
22  ; F,  August  26  ; G,  September  3 ; H,  August 
30;  I,  August  26,  and  K,  September  9.  .\11  came 

in  after  the  regiment  was  received  into  the  U.  S. 
service.  By  September  2 i , 1861  (the  command 
being  then  eleven  days  in  Camp  Dennison),  it 
moved  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  being  the  first  organ- 
ized volunteer  regiment  to  enter  that  border  State. 
On  September  23  it  was  at  Muldraugh's  Hill, 
where  it  remained  until  October  10,  when  it  en- 
tered Camp  Nevin.  As  a part  of  the  Sixth 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  Ohio,  it 
moved  to  Munfordville  December  10,  and,  near 
that  point,  on  Green  river,  December  17,  met 
Hindman’s  Arkansans  and  Terry’s  Texas  Rangers, 
whom  they  repulsed  with  the  aid  of  the  39th  In- 
diana Infantry.  On  February  14,  1862,  it  moved 
to  Bowling  Green,  and  thence  to  Nashville;  but 
on  March  16  marched  for  Pittsburg  Landing,  or 
Shiloh,  where  it  arrived  in  time  for  the  battle  of 
April  7,  “going  in”  at  ii  o’clock  .\.  m.  under 
Lt.-Col.  A.  M.  Blackman,  and  maintaining  a 
position  on  the  left  until  4 o’clock  i’.  M.,  when 
the  enemy  retreated.  During  the  five  hours  it 
changed  front  twice,  each  time  under  a heavy  fire. 
From  April  30  to  May  29  it  was  a participant  in 


the  siege  of  Corinth.  Twelve  hours  after  Jhe 
gallant  men  under  Beauregard  evacuated  the  town 
the  49th  Ohio  marched  in,  and  thence  proceeded 
in  pursuit  of  the  llying  Confederates,  through 
luka  to  Florence  (Ala.;,  whence  it  marched  to 
Battle  Creek  (Tenn.).  Following  caine  the  ter- 
rible thirsty  march  after  Bragg,  ending  at  Louis- 
ville September  29.  Next  was  the  march  to 
Frankfort,  where  the  command  arrived  October 
5,  dispersed  the  Confederate  forces  there,  and 
prevented  the  inauguration  of  Capt.  Dick  Hawes 
as  Confederate  governor. 

On  the  8th  it  was  present  at  Perryville  or 
Chaplin  Hills,  to  aid  }.lcCook  in  the  repulse  of 
Bragg,  and  next  day  at  Lawrenceburg  and  Dog 
Walk  made  a good  fighting  reputation,  under 
Lt.-Col.  Levi  Drake.  In  November  it  was  among 
the  regiments  advanced  against  Forrest  and  Mor- 
gan, in  the  Nashville  affair,  and  on  December  30, 
found  itself  in  line,  at  Murfreesboro,  or  Stone 
River.  During  that  well-fought  battle,  on  the 
31st  and  succeeding  days,  the  49th  did  extraor- 
dinary service,  but  lost  heavily  in  ofiicers  and 
men.  On  June  24,  1863,  the  regiment  was  in 
the  advance  on  Liberty  Gap,  v.'here  it  assaulted 
the  enemy’s  works,  driving  him  back  a mile  to  an 
equally  strong  position,  which  was  captured  on 
the  25th,  leaving  the  route  clear  to  Tullahoma, 
where  the  regiment  camped  on  July  i.  In 
August,  the  command  marched  toward  Chatta- 
nooga (crossing  the  river  near  Beilefonte  on  the 
31st  ),  and  thence  to  Chickarnauga,  where,  on  the 
morning  of  September  19  it  held  a position  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  Before  drawn 
into  battle,  the  position  was  changed  to  the  ex- 
treme left,  where  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
it  engaged  the  enemy,  capturing  two  guns.  Dur- 
ing the  evening,  and  away  into  the  night,  the 
command  was  closely  engaged,  giving  and  re- 
ceiving blow  for  blow.  On  the  20th  it  was  a 
factor  in  saving  the  Federal  center,  and  was  the 
last  to  retire  from  the  bloody  field  that  night. 
At  Rossville  temporary  works  were  constructed, 
but  on  the  night  of  the  21st  the  command  fell 
back  on  Chattanooga,  where  it  rested  until  the 
24th,  when  the  movement  on  Mission  Ridge  called 
it  again  to  the  front.  Next  day  it  plante<i  its 
colors  on  Mission  Kitlge,  and  won  new  laurels  on 
November  25.  1863.  Its  advance  to  the  aid  of 
Burnside  at  Knoxville,  which  followed,  proved  ;i 
greater  test  of  endurance  than  any  battle. 
Without  food,  clothing  or  shoes,  with  snow  be- 
low airi  an  air  extremely  cold,  the  svddi-  is 
pushed  forward  leaving  bloody  foot-marks  to 
show  tlu'ir  route  and  their  condition.  .\t  Straw- 
berry Plains  they  learned  of  Federal  successes. 
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and  returned  to  Chattanooga.  When  the  term  of  ; 
enlistment  expired,  tlie  majority  of  the  survivors 
re-enlisted  and  returned  to  Ohio  on  a thirt_\  -days’  ! 
furlough.  At  the  close  of  this  short  vacation, 
the  men  reported  at  Cleveland,  Term.,  then  ! 
headquarters  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and  i 
went  into  the  Atlanta  campaign  with  the  grit  of  ; 
young  patriots,  taking  part  in  the  affairs  at  Rockv  ' 
Face  Ridge,  May  5 to  9,  1864;  Resaca,  May  13  | 
to  16;  Cassville,  3Iay  19  to  22;  Pickett’s  Mills,  | 
May  27;  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  9 to  30;  siege  , 
of  Atlanta,  July  28  to  September  2,  and  Lovejoy  ^ 
Station,  September  2 to  6,  1864,  taking  in  the 
Georgia  campaign  almost  in  all  its  details.  On  ' 
November  30,  it  participated  in  the  battle  at  ! 
Franklin,  Term.,  having  previously  (from  No- 
vember 24  to  28)  been  present  at  Columbia. 
Tenn.  F'rorn  December  15  to  16,  it  was  engaged  . 
at  Nashville,  and  subsequerrtly  in  the  pursuit  of 
Hood’s  army  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  it  was  in 
camp  untrl  Nfarch,  1865.  On  June  15,  1S65,  it  i 
moved  to  Texas  via  New  Ordeans,  where  it  was 
engaged  in  guard  duty  until  mustered  out  there, 
November  30,  1865.  The  number  of  names  en-  : 
rolled  down  to  that  date  was  1,552,  of  whom 
127  men  and  eight  officers  were  killed  in  battle, 
seventy-one  men  and  six  officers  mortally 
wounded,  165  men  died  of  disease,  seven  died  in 
Rebel  prisons,  while  616  were  discharged  for 
wounds  or  disability.  Other  losses  were  also  en- 
tailed, so  that  at  muster-out,  the  gallant  49th 
was  only  a fraction  of  its  original  self. 


The  Fourteenth  Infantry  was  raised  in  the  ' 
Tenth  Congressional  District  of  Ohio,  in  and 
around  Toledo.  In  less  than  three  days  after 
the  President’s  proclamation  for  75,000  men,  the 
14th  Ohio  was  ready  for  the  field,  and  on  April 
25,  i86[,  it  started  from  Toledo  to  Camp  Taylor, 
near  Cleveland,  where  it  was  thoroughly  drilled 
and  its  organization  completed.  On  May  18, 
the  regiment  was  transferred  from  the  State  to  the 
General  Government,  its  leading  officers  being  | 
James  B.  Steedrnan,  Col.;  Geo.  P.  Este,  Lt.-  , 
Col.,  and  Paul  FZdwards,  Major.  Wood  county 
was  represented  in  the  14th,  its  men  serving 
mainly  in  Company  A,  to  the  captaincy  of  which 
Joseph  B.  Newton,  who  was  from  the  county, 
rose  step  by  step.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
field  and  staff,  becoming  adjutant.  ' 

The  regiment  left  Cleveland,  3fay  22.  for  Co- 
himbus,  thence  t<;  Zanes\ille,  thence  to  Marietta, 
letnaining  at  (Camp  Putnam  until  .May  27,  when  it 
left  for  Parkersburg,  \’a. , at  which  place,  for  the 


first  time,  the  regimental  flag  was  unfurled  in  the 
enemy’s  country.  Immediately  after  its  arri\al 
one  company  was  "double-quicked”  along  the 
line  of  the  B.  & O.  R.  R. , the  bridges  of  which 
were  being  destroyed  by  retreating  Rebels.  The 
railroad  was  diligently  guarded  to  p)revent  further 
destruction.  On  the  29th  the  regiment  moved 
forward  until  it  reached  Clarksburg.  On  June 
2,  it  left  Clarksburg  by  rail  for  Webster,  and 
thence  marched  to  Philippi,  a distance  of  thirteen 
miles,  and  surprised  a force  of  2,000  Rebel  cav-^ 
airy  at  5 A.  M.  The  enemy  were  routed;  they 
scattered  to  the  hills,  leaving  stores,  arms  and 
munitions  behind  them. 

The  regiment  was  engaged  before  the  enemy 
at  Philippi  June  3,  Laurel  Hill  July  8,  and  Car- 
rick’s  Ford  July  14,  with  a loss  of  eight  brave 
men  killed  and  many  w’ounded.  It  remained  in 
camp  on  Laurel  Hill  until  July  22,  when,  its  term 
of  enlistment  (three  months)  having  expired,  it 
returned  home.  The  regiment  was  dispersed, 
and  after  a few  days  rest  at  home  the  men  re- 
assembled, and  again  volunteered  in  a body  for 
three  3’ears  or  during  the  war.  On  August  23, 
1861.  the  14th  received  orders  and  nroved  from 
Toledo  to  Cincinnati,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th  crossed  the  Ohio  to  Covington,  Ky. , where 
it  took  the  cars  for  Lexington  and  Frankfort. 
Remaining  at  Frankfort  two  days,  it  moved  by 
cars  to  Nicholasville,  thence  to  Camp  Dick  Rob- 
inson, arriving  on  the  evening  of  October  2. 
Thence  the  regiment,  with  Barnett’s  ist  Ohio  L. 
Artillery,  started  at  once  for  Wild  Cat,  Ky. , there 
being  rumors  that  the  P'ederal  forces  were  there 
surrounded  by  the  Rebels.  They  reached  there 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st.  Barnett’s  Artillery 
was  placed  in  position,  and  the  enemy  shelled. 
Five  companies  of  the  33d  Indiana  were  on  a 
wild  knob  almost  completely  surrounded  b_v  the 
Rebels.  Under  cover  of  a brisk  fire  from  Bar- 
nett’s batterv,  two  comp>anies  of  the  14th  with 
picks  and  shovels,  crawled  through  the  bushes 
over  a ravine,  and  reaching  the  knob  fortified  ic 
in  such  manner  that  the  enem  v shortly  abandoned 
the  siege,  and  retreated  toward  London.  K_v. , 
leaving  on  the  ground  about  thirty  of  their  num- 
ber killed  and  wounded. 

At  Logan’s  Cross  R<Tads  the  Rebels. under  Zol- 
licoffer.  were  met  on  December  31st  of  that  year, 
and  defeated.  Only  one  company  C,  Capt.  J.  W. 
Brown,  of  Toledo ' of  the  1 4th  partici|iated.  I'ol- 
lowing  up  their  success,  the  ITaleral  trooixs  pur- 
sued and  drewe  the  IC  bels  from  thvir  foi  tilications 
at  Mill  Springs.  The  night  of  tlio  loth  *'>f  J.in- 
uar\’  was  consumed  in  cannon.uiing  the  enem\  ’s 
works.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  :otl;  a 
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general  assault  was  ordered  and  executed,  the 
Rebel  works  carried,  twenty  pieces  of  artillery, 
<ill  the  camp  equipage,  and  one  regiment  cap- 
tured. 

The  Federal  forces  remained  at  Mill  Springs 
until  the  iitli  of  February.  Then,  with  five 
days’  rations,  the  line  of  march  was  resumed 
toward  Louisville,  arriving  on  the  26th.  The 
14th  was  placed  on  board  of  transports,  and 
in  companv'  with  20,000  other  troops  left  for 
Nashville.  Remaining  in  and  around  that  city, 
building  fortifications  and  perfecting  the  drill  of 
the  men,  until  the  20th  of  March,  the  necessity 
of  re-enforcing  Gen.  Grant's  forces  at  Pittsburg 
Landing  being  apparent,  Gen.  Buell  marched 
with  the  greater  part  of  his  army,  reaching 
Savannah  on  the  6th  of  April.  Taking  steam- 
ers, a portion  of  the  troops  were  landed  on  the 
■field,  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th  of  April,  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
•engagement  of  that  day,  turning  the  tide  of  bat- 
tle in  favor  of  the  Union  army.  The  14th  did 
not  come  up  in  time  to  participate. 

In  the  summer  of  1S62,  while  the  troops  were 
■on  a march  from  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  to  Nashville, 
Gen.  Robert  L.  McCook  was  murdered  by  guer- 
rillas near  Waynesburg,  Tenn. , and  Col.  Steed- 
man,  of  the  14th,  succeeded  him.  Lt.-Col.  Este 
was  made  colonel  July  17,  and  Major  Edwards 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  on  the  same 
■day.  Capt.  Henry  D.  Kingsbury,  of  Company 
A,  was  promoted  to  major,  and  December  27, 
1862,  to  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment. 
Capt.  Albert  Moore,  of  Company  X,  was  made 
lieutenant-colonel  in  1864,  and  Capt.  John 
W.  Wilson,  of  Company  Iv,  was  made  major 
in  1863. 

On  September  19,  1S63,  at  Chickamauga 
■Creek,  the  14th,  under  command  of  Lt.-Col. 
Kingsbury,  was  engaged  in  hot  and  close  contest 
with  the  enemy  from  9 a.  .\t.  to  4 p.  m.  Being 
then  relieved,  it  replenished  its  ammunition  boxes, 
■and  again  entered  the  fight,  continuing  in  it  until 
sundown.  That  night  it  fell  back  one  mile  and 
went  into  camp.  The  next  morning  at  nine  ‘ 
■o’clock  the  regiment  again  entered  the  field,  and  ' 
had  a desperate  encounter  with  a portion  of  , 
Longstreet's  Rebel  division.  On  September  2i  ■ 
the  regiment,  with  its  brigade  and  division,  was 
in  line  of  battle  all  day.  The  regiment  went 
into  the  battle  with  449  men,  out  of  which  num- 
ber it  lost  233,  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  j 
P'orirteen  enlisted  men  were  captured  by  the 
•enemy.  Of  fourteen  officers,  eight  were  severely 
wounded.  In  the  brilliant  assault  on  Missir)n 
Ridge  the  14th  bore  a gallant  part,  ch.arging  and  i 


capturing  a Rebel  battery  of  three  guns,  which 
Gen.  Plardee  in  person  was  superintending,  los- 
ing sixteen  killed,  ninety-one  wounded  and.threv 
missing.  The  regiment  was  reviewed  at  Chatta- 
nooga by  Gen.  Grant,  December  i,  1S63.  On 
December  17,  of  those  that  were  eligible,  all  but 
thirty  men  of  the  entire  regiment  re-enlisted  for 
another  term  of  three  years. 

The  regiment  performed  hard  duty  at  Ring- 
gold,  in  March,  1864.  On  May  9 it  moved  with 
its  brigade  on  Dalton,  driving  in  the  enemy's  vi- 
dettes  to  the  vicinity  of  Tunnel  Hill,  there  en- 
countering the  enemy  in  force.  At  this  point 
commenced  that  long,  fatiguing  campaign  for 
the  possession  of  Atlanta,  the  “Gate  City"  of 
the  extreme  south.  The  14th,  in  all  the  marches 
and  the  almost  incessant  skirmishes  and  flanking 
movements  of  that  campaign,  bore  an  honorable 
part.  It  lost  heavily  in  men  and  officers.  While 
lying  in  front  of  Atlanta  the  regiment  lost  twenty 
men  killed  and  wounded. 

At  Jonesboro,  September  i,  1864,  the  Third 
brigade,  in  command  of  Col.  Este,  of  the  14th 
Ohio,  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  im- 
mediate rear  of  a regular  brigade,  of  Gen.  Car- 
lin’s division,  wliich  had  just  ntade  an  unsuccess- 
ful charge  on  the  Rebel  works  in  the  edge  of  the 
woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  a large  cornfield 
Col.  Este,  with  his  brigade,  consisting  of  the  14th 
and  38th  Ohio,  loth  Kentucky,  and  72th  Indi- 
ana, stood  ready  for  the  fight.  Col.  Este  gave 
the  order:  • ‘ Battalion,  forsvard  I Guide  center ' " 
and  Gen.  Baird  waived  his  hand  for  the  “ for- 
ward”—-the  lines  moved  steadily  forward  amid  a 
shower  of  balls.  A battery  opened  with  grape 
and  canister,  but  the  brigade  moved  steadilv 
! on.  The  edge  of  the  timber  was  gained,  and  with 
a yell  and  a charge  the  Rebel  works  weie  gained, 
and  a hand-to-hand  conflict  ensued.  The  Rebels 
belonged  to  Gen.  Pat.  Cleburne's  division,  and 
contested  the  ground  with  great  stubbornness  and 
bravery.  It  was  not  until  many  of  them  were 
killed  with  the  cold  steel  that  they  the  Rebels 
would  surrender.  The  14th  took  nearl\-  as  many 
prisoners  as  the  regiment  numbered,  a battery  I’l 
four  guns  and  several  stands  of  colors.  All  0! 
this  was  not  accomplished  without  sad  cost.  The 
brigade  lost  thirty-three  per  cent  of  its  numher. 
One  hundred  members  of  the  14th,  whose  time 
had  expired,  went  willingly  into  the  fight,  some 
of  whom  were  killed  and  nuiny  wounded.  The 
14th  joined  Sherman's  forces  at  Atlanta,  and 
participated  in  the  “March  to  the  Sea;"  then 
came  the  march  through  the  Carolinas  to  Gold-- 
boro  and  Raleigh.  It  participated  m the  Gr.iml 
Review  at  Washington. 
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Tht  Fiftv-scTcntli  Iiifantr_\  (three  x'ears)  was  ; 
organized  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  in  September,  iS6i, 
and  mustered  in  between  September  2,  that  }'ear, 
and  February  5,  1862.  Company  K,  the  last  i 
mustered,  completed  organization  at  Findlay, 
February,  1862. 

Its  officers  successively  were : William  Mun- 

gen,  Americus  V.  Rice,  Samuel  K.  Mott,  Cols.  ; 
William  Mungen,  Americus  Rice,  Samuel  R. 
Mott  and  George  D.  McClure,  Lieut. -Cols. ; Silas 

B.  Walker,  John  McClure  and  Squire  Johnson, 
Majors.  Company  B was  recruited  (rom  Han- 
cock, Seneca,  and  Wood  counties,  Lieut.  W’m. 

S.  Bonnell,  of  “B,”  was  a Wood  county  man. 

On  February  10  the  new  regiment  had  956  ! 
men  and  thirty-eight  commissioned  officers,  who 
set  out  for  Paducah,  Ky.,  eight  da\'s  after.  On  i 
March  8 the  command  left  Paducah  for  Fort  i 
Henry,  on  the  Tennessee,  whence  it  proceeded  | 
to  Savannah,  Tenn.,  and  to  the  mouth  of  Yellow  I 
creek,  with  the  object  of  seizing  the  railroad  at  ; 
luka.  Miss.  High  water  militated  against  sue-  . 
cess,  so  that  by  the  i6th  the  command  reported  ; 
at  Pittsburg  Landing.  From  tliat  date  to  April  6,  | 
the  command  was  engaged  in  a series  of  little  : 
expeditions  sent  out  from  camp  at  Shiloh  Church.  ; 
On  the  6th  it  was,  with  its  brigade,  swept  back  ; 
by  the  furious  assaults  of  the  Confederate  hosts,  ; 
and  only  regained  their  camp  after  two  days’  par-  1 
ticipation  in  one  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  ' 
war.  On  the  Sth  the  57th  took  part  in  the  pur- 
suit of  the  retreating  enemy,  and  suffered  further  | 
loss,  the  total  in  three  days  being,  27  killed.  150  : 
wounded  1T6  mortally;  and  lO  prisoners.  During 
most  of  the  summer  and  fall  after  the  Corinth 
•campaign,  the  regiment  was  on  duty  in  West  \ 
Tennessee,  with  headquarters  at  Memphis  part  of 
the  time.  In  the  Yazoo  and  Chickasaw  campaign  | 
the  57th  lost  37  men,  killed  and  wounded.  j 

On  January  ii,  1863,  the  attack  on  Arkansas  , 
Post  was  led  by  this  legiment,  it  being  for  two 
hours  within  270  feet  of  the  embrasures  in  the 
parapet,  before  the  works  were  surrendered.  In 
this  affair  the  57th  lost  thirty-seven  killed  and 
wounded.  After  this  campaign  the  regiment 
joined  in  the  operations  against  \'icksburg  until 
May  I,  when  Grant's  soldiers  took  boats  and 
floated  down  to  Grand  (dulf,  where  the  tyth  took 
part  in  the  brilliant  campaign  which  preceded  the 
capture  of  Vicksburg,  including  the  siege,  in  which 
the  57th  took  a gallant  part. 

In  November,  1863,  the  57th,  with  the  rest  of 
Sherman’s  command,  after  a toilsome  march  from 
Mississippi  to  Chattanooga.  Tenn.,  arrixed  in  time 
to  take  a hand  in  the  successful  assault  on  Mis- 
sion Ridge. 


LT 


111  May,  1S64,  the  regiment  entered  on  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  having,  on  March  29,  arrived 
at  Nashville,  after  a long  furlough,  following  the 
re-enlistment  in  January.  It  was  present  at 
Snake  Creek  Gap,  May  8;  at  Resaca,  from  May 
13  to  i6;  at  Dallas,  May  25  to  June  4;  at  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  June  9 to  30,  where,  on  ]une  27, 
it  lost  fifty-seven  killed  and  wounded.  On  July 
22  it  was  a stern  wall  opposing  Hood’s  sortie 
from  Atlanta,  recapturing  the  works  in  its  front 
three  times,  and  holding  its  position.  From 
July  28  to  Septeuiber  2 it  was  engaged  in  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  took  part  in  the  affairs  at  Jones- 
boro on  August  3 I and  September  i ; at  States- 
boro on  December  4,  and  at  Fort  .Mc.A.i lister, 
December  13,  1864,  losing,  in  the  bayonet  charge 
at  the  last  named  place,  ten  killed  and  eighty 
wounded.  On  March  13,  1S65,  at  Fayetteville, 
and  on  March  19-20  and  21  at  Bentonville. 
N.  C.,  it  was  in  the  thick  of  battle,  and  remained 
in  the  front  until  after  Johnston’s  surrender.  It 
participated  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington 
in  May,  1865,  and  moving  to  Little  Rock,  .Ark., 
it  was  mustered  out,  .August  14,  1865.  On  .Aug- 
ust 25  it  was  discharged  at  Camp  Chase.  Ohio. 
Of  the  1,594  men  enrolled,  only  481  were  living 
on  date  of  muster-out. 


'I  he  Seventy-second  Infantry  Three  x'ears;  was 
organized  at  P'remont  in  the  last  quarter  of  i86r, 
with  the  majority  of  its  members  from  Sandusky, 
and  some  from  Wood  and  Afedina  counties — in 
all  about  900  strong.  The  Colonels  of  the  reg- 
iment, successively,  were:  Ralph  P.  Buckland, 

Leroy  Crockett,  Charles  G.  Eaton;  Lieut. -Cols. ; 
Herman  Canfield,  Leroy  Crockett,  Charles  G. 
Eaton,  Eugene  .A.  Rawson,  Samuel  .A.  J.  Snyder: 
Majors:  Leroy  Crockett,  Charles  G.  Eaton, 

Eugene  A.  Rawson,  Samuel  .A.  J.  Snyder,  James 
G.  P^ernald. 

Wood  county  was  represented  in  companies 

C,  E,  I,  F,  and  D,  the  men  going  principally 
from  Montgomery,  Freedom.  Troy  and  Lake 
townships.  Capts.  John  H.  Blinn  and  Charles 

D.  Dennis  of  Company  E;  Lieuts.  Morris  Reese, 
of  I),  Albert  Bates,  of  I,  and  Daniel  W.  Hu.fi- 
man,  of  C,  were  from  Wood  county:  also  the 
chaplain  of  the  regiment,  .A.  B.  Poe.  The 
battalion  left  for  Camp  Chase  on  January  24. 
1862,  and  th.ere  Company  K,  or  the  Medina  com- 
pany, was  disbanded,  the  privates  distribiu.  d 
among  the  other  ct.unpanies,  and  the  officers  dis- 
charged. Then  a compaiu'.  enlisted  for  tlie  52111! 
Infantry,  was  assigned  to  the  72d  t'  mpany 
K,  and,  the  regimental  strength  thus  :ittained,  tlu' 
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command  was  ordered  to  report  at  Paducah  to 
Gen.  Sherman,  where  it  was  assigned  to  Col. 
Buckland’s  brigade,  with  the  48th  and  70th  In- 
fantry Regiments.  In  March,  1862,  the  move- 
ment up  the  Tennessee  and  thence  to  Eastport, 
Miss.,  was  carried  out,  the  men  suffering  severel}’ 
during  their  voyage  on  the  “Baltic,”  and  from 
the  effects  of  bad  water  at  Pittsburg  Landing. 
On  April  4,  1S62,  they  met  the  enemy  at  Crump’s 
Landing,  Tenn.,  and  on  the  6th  and  7th  at  Shiloh, 
where  the  brigade  held  the  position  against  a 
heavy  Confederate  force,  and  where  it  partici- 
pated in  the  charge  which  cleared  the  field,  and 
in  the  pursuit  as  far  as  Monterey.  In  this  initi- 
atory work,  there  were  two  officers  and  thirteen 
soldiers  killed,  three  officers  and  seventy  men 
wounded,  and  one  officer  and  forty-five  men  miss- 
ing. The  siege  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  continued  from 
April  30  to  May  31,  1862.  There  Col.  Buckland 
resumed  command  of  the  regiment,  was  present 
at  Russell  House,  Miss.,  May  17,  and  at  the  entry 
into  Memphis  July  21,  1862,  where  it  remained 
on  garrison  duty  until  November  26,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  the  Tallahatchie  country.  Later  it 
encountered  Richardson’s  guerrillas  near  Moscovv, 
Miss.,  and  on  January  16,  1863,  arrived  at  Cor- 
inth. 

The  command  was  kept  moving  from  place 
to  place,  without  adventure,  until  May  14, 
1863,  when  it  participated  in  the  decisive  affair 
at  Jackson.  Arriving  before  Vicksburg  on  the 
1 8th,  it  for  the  two  succeeding  days  rendered 
effective  aid  in  assaulting  the  strong  works  at  that 
point.  After  lying  down  before  the  city  for  a 
little  while,  it  proceeded  toward  the  Big  Black, 
to  intercept  |oe  Johnston’s  Rebel  command;  then 
moved  against  him  at  Jackson,  and  pursued  him 
to  Brandon.  During  the  balance  of  the  year  it 
participated  in  the  marching  and  counter-march- 
ing between  the  Pearl  river  and  Memphis,  and  in 
January,  1864,  in  the  Meridian  e.\pedition,  and 
the  affair  at  Hickahala  Creek,  Miss.,  of  Lebru- 
ary  10.  On  P'ebruary  28,  1 864,  the  remnant  of 
the  veterans  arrived  at  Lremont,  on  furlough,  but 
on  April  5 moved  to  Cleveland,  recruited  to  a 
strength  of  500  men,  thence  to  Paducah,  where 
it  skirmished  with  Lorrest’s  command  on  April 
14,  and  thence  south  to  its  old  camp  grounds  on 
Wolf  river  and  round  Memphis,  meeting  the 
enemy  at  Guntown,  or  Brice's  Cross  Roads,  on 
June  10,  at  Harrisburg  July  13,  at  Tupelo  July 
14,  and  Old  Town  Creek  on  July  15.  The  Gun- 
town  affair  was  rfisastrous  to  the  b'ed.i'ral  force. 
The  officer  in  charge,  seeing  tiefeat  inevitable, 
gathered  the  cavalry  around  him,  and  left  the  in- 
fantry to  the  tender  mercy  of  Lorrest's  veterans. 


b'leven  officers  of  the  7 2d  and  237  men  were 
killed,  wounded  or  captured,  while  nine  officers 
and  140  men  ran  100  miles  in  forty-one  hours  to 
seek  refuge  at  Germantown.  In  September,  the 
72d  entered  Arkansas  and  Missouri  to  aid  in  op- 
posing Price,  but  recrossed  the  Mississippi  in 
November,  and,  on  December  6 or  7,  took  part 
in  the  affair  at  Little  Harpeth,  Tenn.,  where  it 
lost  eleven  men  killed  and  wounded.  On  Decem- 
ber 15  and  16  it  took  part  in  the  brilliant  fighting 
at  Nashville,  and  from  December  17  to  Jannar\- 
I,  1865,  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood. 
Lrom  March  26  to  April  9,  1865,  it  was  engaged 
in  the  siege  of  Spanish  Port,  Ala.  In  April  forty 
veterans  received  honorable  discharge,  and  Sep- 
tember I I,  1S65,  the  command  was  mustered  out 
at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 


The  Sixty-i'ig/ith  Infant) y Chree  years)  was 
organized  in  October,  November  and  December. 
1861.  Defiance,  W’illiams.  Paulding  and  Lulton 
counties  each  furnished  one  company,  and  Henr\- 
county  furnished  the  majority  of  the  men  in  the 
other  companies.  The  officers  of  the  regiment, 
successively,  were  Samuel  H.  Steedman,  Robert 
K.  Scott,  Geo.  E.  Wells,  Cols. ; Samuel  H.  Steed- 
man,  Robert  K.  Scott,  John  S.  Snook,  Geo.  E 
Wells,  Arthur  C.  Crockett.  Lieut. -Cols. ; and 
Robert  K.  Scott,  John  S.  Snook,  Geo.  E.  Wells. 
Arthur  C.  Crockett,  Robert  Masters.  Majors. 
Wood  was  about  equally  represented  in  Com- 
panies H and  I,  the  men  going  maini}'  from 
Grand  Rapids.  Lreedom,  Milton  and  Lake  town- 
ships. Lieuts.  William  A.  Wood,  of  Company 
H,  and  Lewis  L.  Dubbs,  of  Company  I,  were 
from  Wood  county. 

The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Latta.  in 
Henry  county,  in  the  winter  of  1861-62,  moving 
on  January  2 i , to  Camp  Chase,  and  from  there 
it  moved  to  P'ort  Donelson.  Tenn.,  arriving  on 
the  14th.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  Gen. 
Charles  L.  Smith’s  division,  and  was  constantly 
engaged  in  skirmishing  on  tlie  left  of  the  lines 
during  both  days’  operations.  After  the  surren- 
der, the  regiment  camped  near  Dover  until  March 
15,  when  it  moved  to  Metal  Landing,  on  the 
Tennessee,  and  from  there  by  boat  to  Pittsburg 
Landing.  The  health  of  the  regiment  until  this 
time  had  been  remarkably  good;  but  now  bad 
weather,  bad  water,  and  bad  rations,  reduced  its 
strength  from  r,ooo  to  less  than  250  men.  Tlie 
regiment  was  assigned  to  Gen.  1 ew  Wallaces 
division,  and  during  the  battleof  Pittsburg  Lamb 
ing  was  eng.'iged  in  guarding  ordnance  and  suppl> 
trains.  During  the  operations  around  Corinth. 
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the  regiment  was  constantly  engaged  in  building 
roads,  bridges,  and  intrenchments.  After  the 
evacuation,  the  68th,  with  the  23d  Indiana,  was 
stationed  at  Bolivar,  where  they  rebuilt  the 
bridges  across  the  Flatchie,  and  formed  the  guards 
along  the  railroad.  The  regiment  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Iiika  and  Matamora,  and  for 
gallantry  in  the  latter  engagement  was  compli- 
mented in  general  orders.  It  closed  its  ]iart  in 
the  campaign  of  1862  by  forming  the  advance  of 
an  expedition  which  attempted  to  penetrate  the 
interior  of  Mississippi  to  \'icksburg.  During  the 
campaign  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  17th  Army 
Corps,  and  continued  to  serve  with  them  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

W'hile  at  Richmond,  La.,  in  the  spring  of 
1863,  Lieut.  J.  C.  Banks,  of  Company  C,  and 
privates  John  Siuder,  of  A,  Joseph  Longberrx" 
and  William  Barnhart , of  C,  volunteered  to  take 
one  of  the  transports — a common  river  steamer — 
past  the  \hcksburg  batteries.  They  accomplished 
their  undertaking  successfully  on  the  night  of 
April  21.  On  April  23,  the  regiment  began  its 
march  for  the  rear  of  \'icksburg.  It  marched 
more  than  seventy  miles  over  low  bottom  lands, 
still  partly  submerged,  crossed  innumerablebavous 
on  bridges  hastily  constructed,  and  reached  the 
Mississippi  at  Grand  Gulf.  It  partici[)ated  in  the 
battle  of  Thompson's  Mill,  Ma}'  i,  1863,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Raymond,  Jackson, 
Champion  Mills,  and  Big  Black  which  followed. 
The  regiment  sustained  ciinsiderable  loss  in  these 
engagements,  and  especially  at  Champion  Hills. 
The  68th  engaged  in  an  attack  on  the  Rebel 
works  in  the  rear  of  \’icksburg,  Ma\'  18,  and  it 
participated  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Flill  on  the 
22nd.  During  the  early  part  of  the  siege  the 
regiment  was  almost  constantly  in  the  trenches, 
and  it  also  furnished  large  details  of  sharj'shooters. 
It  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Jackson  on 
July  12.  On  I'ebniary  5,  1864.  it  participated 
in  the  fight  at  Baker's  Creek,  while  moving  on 
the  Meridian  raid. 

d'hc  regiment  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  17th 
Corps  to  report  three-fourths  of  its  men  rc-en- 
listed,  it  ha\ing  done  so  December  15,  1863. 
On  June  10,  1864,  the  68th  joined  Sherman's 
niain  army  at  Ackworth,  Ga.  During  the  re- 
mainder of  tlie  Atlanta  campaign  the  regiment 
was  muler  fire  almost  constantly.  It  was  on  the 
•'idvance  line  for  sixty- fi\  e tla_\s  and  nights,  and 
was  engaged  at  Kenesaw  , Nicojack  and  .\tlanta, 
July  22  and  28,  ,ind  at  Jonesboro  and  Lovejoy, 
After  the  engagement  at  Lovejoy,  the  regitTicnt 
moved  in  pursuit  of  Hood.  The  return  march 
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from  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  was  by  wa}’  of  Cane 
Springs  and  Lost  Mountain  to  Sm\Tua  camp- 
meeting ground,  and  at  daylight  on  November  i 5, 
from  Atlanta,  commenced  the  march  to  the  sea. 
It  reached  Savannah  on  December  10,  and  as- 
sisted in  throwing  up  a heavy  line  of  works,  and 
furnished  two  companies  daily  as  sharpshooters. 
On  January  5,  1863,  the  regiment  embarked  at 
Thuiulerbolt  bay  for  Beaufort,  and  from  there  to 
Pocotaligo,  and  two  weeks  later  the  troops  moved 
on  the  campaign  of  the  Carolinas.  The  regi- 
ment participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ington, May  24,  1865. 


The  T\eiuiy-fifth  Infantry  was  organized  :it 
Camp  Chase  June  28,  1861,  being  composed  of 
men  from  almost  every  section  of  the  State.  It 
was  officered,  successively,  by  James  A.  Jones.  W. 
P.  Richardson,  Nathaniel  L.  Haughton,  Cols.; 
\\hlliam  P.  Richardson,  George  Webster.  James 
P'.  Charlesworth,  Jeremiah  M’illiams,  Nathaniel 
Haughton,  and  PL  C.  Culp.  Lt.-Cols.;  and  Will- 
iam P Richardson,  John  Coons,  (leorge  Webster. 
James  P'.  Charlesworth,  Jeremiah  Whlliams,  John 
W.  l>o\shis,  Nathaniel  Plaughton,  C.  E.  Randall. 
PL  C.  Culp,  and  Luther  B.  Mesnard,  Majors. 
Of  these  Major  Randall  was  from  ^\’God  county. 
Company  E was  composed  largely  of  men  from 
Wood  county,  principally  from  Montgomer\' 
townshiji.  Major  Randall  was  2d  Lieut,  of  the 
company,  was  promoted  to  1st  Lieut,  of  G, 
then  to  Capt.  and  then  to  Major  of  the  regiment. 
Second  Lieut.  P'lisha  Biggerstaff,  of  E,  became 
1st  Eieut.  in  A,  and  finally  became  a captain  in 
the  regiment.  Lieut.  Andrew  f.  Hale,  of  PL  be- 
came regimental  (]uartermaster.  Wm.  P.  Scott 
was  promoted  from  2d  Lieut,  of  K to  the  cap- 
taincs’  of  A.  Jesse  C.  Chance,  of  PL  was  made 
2(1'  Lieut,  of  the  Fifth  LL  S.  Colored  troops 
These  men  were  all  from  Wood.  This  county 
had  also  some  men  scattered  through  other  com- 
panies. 

On  June  29  the  regiment  proceeded  to  ^^'e.st- 
ern  \'irginia,  :ind  was  statiom'd  along  the  B.  N 
O.  R.  R.  from  Oakland  to  the  Ohio  river,  and 
lu'oke  up  several  gangs  of  bushwhackers.  t)n 
,-\ugust  2 I , the  command  reported  to  Gen.  Rey- 
nolds at  InwerK’.  It  then  marched  to  C heat 
mountain,  and  encamped  on  the  summit  wlu  re 
the  troops  suffered  severelv  during  tlie  lall  and 
wintiM".  riiev  were  continnallv  on  dut\'  either  in 
the  fort  i>r  on  the  picket-line;  slei-t  or  siu'W 
fell  alnio-;t  dail\  ; the  men  id  tlie  23th  were  to- 
tally unpr  )\  idl'd ‘with  overcoats,  au'l  many  <d 
them  were  witliout  shoes  or  blankets.  C)n  the* 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


morning  of  September  12,  a wagon  train  was  ; 
captured,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the 
enemy  was  not  far  distant  in  force  under  com-  ; 
mand  of  Gen.  Lee.  Preparations  were  made  for 
a strenuous  defense:  every  available  man  was 
placed  on  picket  duty,  and  for  eight  days  the 
skirmishing  was  continuous.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  troops  from  the  valley  succeeded  in  break-  | 
ing  through  the  Rebel  lines,  bringing  with  them  ^ 
to  the  summit  supplies,  and  the  Rebel  comman-  j 
der,  seeing  the  futility  of  his  efforts,  withdrew.  1 
On  October  3,  1861,  Gen.  Reynolds  marched  ' 
from  the  summit  of  Cheat  mountain  to  as-  | 
sault  the  Confederate  works  at  Greenbrier,  ' 
but  the  e.xpedition  was  fruitless.  On  Novem- 
ber 25,  the  headquarters  were  moved  into  the  | 
valley,  whence,  on  December  ii.  Col.  Jones  , 
led  460  men  against  Camp  Baldwin,  and  on  , 
the  12th  and  13th,  attacked  Camp  Alleghany,  | 
driving  the  enemy  to  their  cabins  repeatedly,  but 
at  last  had  to  retire  for  lack  of  ammunition,  , 
leaving  nine  killed  and  seventy-hve  wounded  on 
the  field.  The  Huntersville  raid  was  undertaken 
on  December  31,  and  finished  on  January  4, 
with  the  destruction  of  Rebel  stores,  and  a march 
of  106  miles  effected  in  five  days.  Later  Com- 
pany D was  detached  and  formed  into  a battery, 
equipped  with  Wiard’s  steel  guns,  and  after  ! 
March  17,  1862.  was  known  as  the  Twelfth 

Ohio  Battery.  The  scout  toward  Seneca  began 
on  April  i.  At  Monterey  another  scout  joined 
the  Twenty-fifth,  and  on  the  12th  Johnston's 
attack  on  that  point  was  repulsed,  and  fell 
back  before  the  re-enforced,  scouts  to  Staunton, 
the  P'ederals  holding  McDowell  until  May  7. 
when  Johnston  and  Jackson's  corps  returned  to 
give  battle.  On  May  8 Gen.  Schenck's  brigade 
came  as  a reinforcement,  and  offered  battle  at 
Bull  Pasture  mountain,  credited  in  the  reports  as 
the  battle  of  McDowell.  The  Federal  forces 
carried  the  fight  on  until  long  after  darkness,  and 
then  fell  back  on  Franklin,  leaving  nine  killed 
and  fifty-si.\  wounded  on  the  field.  The  pursuit 
of  Jackson,  under  Fremont,  followed,  and  on 
June  8 the  affair  at  Cross  Keys  tcjok  place,  the 
regiment  losing  eight  killed,  fifty-four  wounded 
and  two  missing.  In  July  it  was  on  duty  on  the  ' 
Rappahannock,  and  Rapidan.  On  August  23,  24 
and  25  it  took  part  in  the  affair  at  Freeman's 
Ford,  and  on  the  30th  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  the  regiment  losing  ten  men  killed,  sev-  . 
enty-eight  wounded  and  twenty-two  missing. 
Having,  on  the  28th,  learned  that  Phil  Kearney  : 
defeated  Jackson's  rear-guard  at  Centerville,  the 
regiment  fell  back  on  that  town"  after  Manassas, 
and  on  September  3 moved  to  U[)ton  Hill. 


From  the  ist  to  the  4th  of  May,  1863,  it  was 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsviile,  losing 
seventeen  killed.  120  wounded  and  thirty-seven 
missing. 

The  regiment  was  in  the  2nd  Brigade  of  the 
1st  Division  of  the  iith  Arm_y  Corps.  On  June 
27  the  25th  started  on  the  Gettysburg  cam.paign 
with  Gen.  Barlow  in  command  of  the  Division, 
and  Gen.  Anres  in  command  of  the  brigade.  T'tv- 
I ith  corps  arrived  at  Ernmettsburg  on  the  29th. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  corps  moved  toward  Get- 
tysburg, with  Barlow's  division  in  advance.  Upon 
reaching  the  town  the  division  was  placed  in 
position,  and  became  engaged  almost  immediately. 

The  2.5th  was  also  engaged  on  the  2nd  and  3rd. 
Several  of  the  officers  had  been  killed  or  wounded, 
and  the  regiment  was  commanded  by  a ist  lieu- 
tenant who  had  been  wounded  in  the  first  day's 
battle.  The  25th  went  into  action  with  220  men, 
and  lost  20  killed,  i 13  wounded,  and  50  missing. 

The  regiment  on  July  5,  moved  with  the  division 
in  pursuit  of  the  Rebels,  and  in  the  Hagerstown 
skirmish  supported  Kilpatrick.  On  January  l, 

1864,  the  regiment  re-enlisted,  and  after  their 
veteran  furlough  (during  which  the  command  had 
been  greatly  strengthened  1,  March  26.  resumed 
service  at  Hilton  Head.  South  Carolina. 

On  November  2,  nearly  300  recruits  joined  the 
regiment,  including  one  entire  company  — D. 

The  25th  was  engaged  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C., 
November  30,  and  lost  i 50  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed, including  sixteen  officers.  It  was  engaged  at 
Deveaux  Neck  and  Gregory's  Landing,  S.  C.. 
December  6,  7,  8 and  9,  and  on  the  8th  lost  54 
in  killed  and  wounded.  The  troops  marched  into 
Charleston  February  26.  1865. 

The  25th  was  in  the  raid  on  the  expedition 
destroying  railroad  property  in  eastern  and  cen- 
tjal  South  Carolina,  engagements  were  had  at 
Dingle's  Mills,  Statsburg,  Rafting  Creek,  Boy- 
kin's Mills,  Swift  Creek  and  Red  Hill.  Later, 
the  25th  performed  duty  at  Charleston,  and  at 
other  points  throughout  South  Carolina,  and 
there  remained  during  the  winter  of  1865-66  and 
the  following  spring,  not  being  discharged  until 
June  18.  1866. 

77<fc  /f/g/Di'-.s/.iV//  Infantry  ("six  months 

was  organized  at  Camp  Cleveland,  July  14,  1S63, 
bv  Maj.  W'ilson  C.  Lcmert,  of  the  former  three- 
months'  organization,  who  became  its  Colonel. 
Companies  I'  and  I)  were  pretty  well  reprosenteii 
by  men  from  Wood  ctnmty.  John  H.  Reid,  of 
Perrysburg,  being  Captain  of  D.  The  regiment 
was  ordt'red  to  Zanesville.  (Miio,  to  join  in  the 
chase  of  John  Morgan's  raiders.  It  figured  in 
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the  pursuit  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Mor,<tan’s  forces. 

The  86th  returned  to  Camp  Tod,  and,  August 
8,  was  ordered  to  Camp  Nelson,  Ky.,  there  to 
join  an  e.xpedition  organizing  for  the  capture  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  East  Tenn.  The  expedition 
was  under  command  of  Col.  John  De  Courcy, 
and  left  Camp  Nelson  August  i;',  arriving  in 
front  of  Cumberland  Gap  September  8.  The 
86th  formed  a part  of  this  command.  Simul- 
taneously with  the  arrival  of  De  Courcy  in  front 
of  the  Gap;  on  the  Kentucky  side,  Major-Gen. 
Hurnside  arrived  with  his  forces  on  the  opposite 
or  Tennessee  side,  thus  completely  investing  the 
Rebel  garrison  under  Gen.  Frazier.  On  Septem- 
ber  9,  a formal  summons  was  sent  to  the  Rebel 
commander  for  the  surrender  of  the  place,  wdiich 
demand  was  acceded  to  by  Gen.  Frazier,  thus 
doubtless  saving  a great  loss  of  life,  as  the  Gap 
could  have  been  stoutly  defended  if  the  Rebel 
general  had  so  willed.  The'  86th  immediately 
inarched  into  the  fort  and  took  possession,  hoist- 
ing the  Stars  and  Stripes  in  place  of  the  Rebel 
bunting.  The  fruits  of  this  affair  w'ere  2,800 
men,  5,000  stand  ot  arms,  and  13  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. 

The  86th  remained  at  the  Gap  as  a part  of 
the  garrison  until  its  term  of  service  expired.  It 
was  mustered  out  February  10,  1864. 


r/u'  I'hird  Ohio  Cai'cilrv  was  organized  be- 
tween September  3 atid  December  11,  1861,  at 
Monroeville,  Huron  county,  and  mustered  for 
three  years’  service,  officered  by  Col.  Fewis 
Zahrn,  Fieut.-Col.  Douglas  A.  Murray,  and  Maj. 
John  H.  Foster.  Wood  was  represented  in  several 
companies,  probably  more  largely  in  F.  John 
Dusing,  of  Compan\-  F,  rose  from  the  ranks 
through  the  successi\e  steps  to  1st  lieutenant  of 
the  company.  Norman  Brewster,  also  from  this 
county,  became  a lieutenant  in  the  regiment. 

On  January  14,  1862,  the  regiment  moved  to 
Camp  Dennison,  thence  to  a position  in  Indiana 
o['posite  to  Louisville,  Kv.  On  March  2,  it  was 
ordered  to  Nashville.  On  March  29,  the  com- 
mand mo''ed  to  Pittsburg  Fanding.  On  the 
marrfi,  Apwil  4,  the  first  battalion  met  and  drove 
out  of  Lawrenceburg  Biflle's  Rebel  cavalry,  the 
latter  losing  one  killed,  several  wounded  and  six 
horses  captured.  The  regiment  went  into  cami) 
four  miles  from  the  ri\er.  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 
on  A[iril  25.  On  May  4,  the  first  battalion  recon- 
noitered  about  Montere\’.  and  cros‘:(.>d  Chamber's 
creek,  where  it  met  the  enemv,  which  was  driven 
hack  to  his  main  boily.  The  jrd  then  moved  up 


with  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood's  division,  to  within  ten 
I miles  of  Corinth.  A brisk  fight  ensued,  and  in  the 
action  the  Rebels  lost  twehe  killed,  among  whom 
was  Lieut. -Col.  Ingram.  On  May  27,  1S62,  the 
regiment  found  the  enemy  in  force,  west  of  Cor- 
! inth,  and  routed  him,  killing  four  of  the  number. 
On  June  i,  tlie  first  battalion  joined  Gen.  Wood's 
division  cn  route  to  Burnsville,  Tuscumbia  and 
luka.  Miss.,  but  on  the  19th  the  remainder  of 
the  regiment  joined  the  battalion,  at  Tuscumbia, 
and  for  almost  a month  marched  ami  counter- 
marched, under  the  scorching  sun,  on  both  sides 
of  the  western  line  of  Alabama.  The  protection 
of  Sheliiyville  was  entrusted  to  this  comnrand  on 
|ul_\-  15,  but  on  the  18th  it  marched  to  Winches- 
ter, near  which,  on  the  29th,  it  took  eighty-nine 
head  of  fat  cattle  from  the  enem}’. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August.  Maj.  Foster's 
battalion  attempted  to  cross  the  Cumberland 
range  to  Dunlap,  but  while  cu  route  captured 
five  mounted  men  and  dispatches  from  Bragg  to 
Wheeler  (who  was  then  north  of  McMinnville  , 
continued  his  journey  toward  Dunlap,  drove  in 
the  pickets,  killed  two  and  wounded  four  men. 
and  fell  back  on  division  headejuarters.  In  Sep- 
tember, however,  the  real  business  of  war  opened 
for  this  command,  at  Munfordville,  on  Septem- 
ber 21,1  862.  There  a force  three  times  as  strong 
was  driven  to  their  works,  losing  two  killed  and 
two  wounded,  while  indicting  a loss  on  the  enem\- 
of  thirty-eight  killed  and  sixty  wounded,  includ- 
ing Ft. -Col.  Brown.  It  joined  in  the  pursuit  •;! 
Bragg,  October  1,  and  came  up  with  him  on  the 
4th,  losing  six  killed,  twenty  wounded  and  seven- 
teen prisoners,  near  Bardstown. 

The  second  and  third  battalions,  under  Col. 
Zahm,  were,  meantime,  engaged  in  hunting  down 
guerrillas  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  losing,  in 
that  hazardous  service,  six  men  killed  and  a 
number  wounded.  Shortlv  after,  the  two  b,it- 
talions  were  attached  to  the  2d  Cavalry  Brigade, 
under  Col.  Zahm.  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Perry- 
ville.  and  doing  excellent  service  until  a iletach- 
inent  went  into  temporary  camp  at  Ashland. 
\\  hile  e)t  route  to  Lexington  as  an  escort  to  couri- 
ers. On  the  morning  of  October  20,  Morgan's 
men  surrounded  the  little  force,  robbed  the  men 
of  their  horses  and  valuables,  paroled  them  and 
sent  them  back  to  their  regiment. 

The  second  ami  third  battalions  next  imned 
from  Dam  ille  to  Bowling  Green,  and  thence  to 
Gallatin,  where,  supported  b\  a brig.ule  of  iiif.in- 
trv  (d  Gen.  Wk’ioil.  the\’  attacked  the  guerrill.i 
stronghold,  captured  his  camp  ecpiijiage  and  m.uiv 
prisoners,  and  saw  the  chief  retreat  lieyond  the 
Cumberland.  This  adventure  over,  the  battal- 
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ions  met  another  enemy  in  the  first  battalion, 
that  had  just  appeared,  and  battle  to  the 

victors.  The  mistake  was  soon  discovered;  l)ut 
the  delay  it  occasioned  ”;ave  Morgan  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  good  his  escape  into  the  fastnesses. 
The  regiment  moved  to  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  wliere 
the  first  and  second  battalions  were  engaged  in 
guarding  the  fords  of  the  Cumberland,  and  from 
which  a detachment  was  sent  forward  to  inter- 
cept a drove  of  mules  and  a provision  train  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Carthage.  Capt.  Culver,  who 
commanded,  led  his  men  twenty-six  miles,  crossed 
the  river  four  times,  and  ultimately  captured  146 
mules,  killed  three  and  captured  seventeen  of 
Morgan's  men,  and  the  entire  train.  In  Decetn- 
ber  the  regiment  moved  to  a point  near  Nashville 
where  it  was  attached  to  the  1st  Cavalr}'  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  by  this 
means  the  first  battalion  became  united  with  the 
regiirient.  On  December  26  the  3rd,  4th  and  ist 
Cavalry  routed  the  Confederates  at  Tranklin,  and 
killed  the  celebrated  guerrilla,  Richard  McCann. 
On  the  27th  a secoml  attack  on  Franklin  was 
equally  successful,  but  the  enemy  coming  in  force 
drove  the  cavalry  to  Triune,  where,  on  the  28th 
the  Confederates  were  severely  checkeil.  On 
December  29,  30  and  31,  1S62,  the  2nd  and  3rd 
Battalions  held  the  right  of  Rosecrans'  position, 
meeting  Bragg's  left  face  to  face,  recapturing 
McCook's  ammunition  train  on  the  31st,  taking 
140  prisoners,  and  entailing  severe  losses  on 
Wheeler's  Cavalry,  but  losing  thirteen  men  killed 
and  a number  wounded.  The  affair  at  Stewart's 
Creek  of  January  i,  1863,  was  the  repulse  of 
Wheeler's  Cavalry  by  the  3rd  Cavalry,  10th  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  Soo  of  the  15th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry. then  c'n  route  to  Nashville  as  escort  for  a 
train  of  4,000  wagons.  On  jannar_\'  i,  1863,  the 
regiment  was  in  the  engagement  at  Stewart's 
Creek  with  Wheeler's  cavalrt,  and  later  skir- 
mished at  Readyville,  and  maneuvereil  about 
Murfreesboro,  Tennesse. 

In  July,  1863,  the  regiment  moved  with  Rose- 
crans’ army  in  Crittenden’s  corps,  charged  across 
Elk  river,  routed  the  enemy,  subseijnently  made 
the  three-days’  running  fight  in  the  Sequatchie 
Valley,  and  aided  in  opening  communication  be- 
tween Chattanooga  and  Rnoxville.  At  Lafay- 
ette, on  September  19  and  20,  1863.  the  regi- 
ment held  the  extreme  left,  and  was  driven  back 
to  Charleston,  Tenn.  ; later,  it  engaged  in  the 
pursuit,  coming  up  with  tlie  Confetlerates  at  Mc- 
Minnville, on  September  28,  and  at  the  Shelb}- 
\ille  pike,  near  bkirmington,  on  October  7.  Dur- 
ing the  month  of  November  detachim'nts  scouted 
in  E;ist  Tennessee  and  around  Dalton,  Oa., 


near  w’nich  Capt.  \\Tod  was  killed.  In  Januar\  . 
1S64,  only  400  effective  men  of  the  original 
1 , 300  were  left. 

The  regiment  was  furk.jugheil  in  Februar\', 
1864,  and  when  in  Ohio  1,000  recruits  were 
added.  On  May  26  and  29  the  command  was 
in  the  engagement  at  Decatur,  Ala.  ; it  was  also 
present  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  27;  at  \'ining 
Station,  July  2;  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20;  Jones- 
boro, August  19  and  20;  Lovejoy’s  Station,  August 
20 — all  in  Georgia;  Franklin,  Tenn.,  November 
30,  1864;  Selma,  Ala.,  April  2 1865;  Columbus, 

Ga..  April  16,  and  Macon,  Ga.,  April  20.  The 
command  was  mustered  out  August  4,  1S65.  hav- 
ing served  three  years  and  343  da_\s. 


77/1  Our  Hundred  and  Ei fifth  Infantry 
(one  year)  was  organized  at  Camp  Chase,  Febru- 
ary 23,  1863.  with  John  E.  Cummins,  Colonel, 
who  was  commissioned  a day  l?<.ter.  Dennis  H. 
Williams  was  Lieut. -Colonel,  and  Horatio  N. 
Benjamin,  Major. 

Wood  county  had  a good  representation  in 
Company  R,  which  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Luther  Black;  Lieut.  Samuel  |.  Lamb,  of  the 
same  company,  and  Lieut.  Daniel  W.  Peugh. 
of  E,  all  from  this  count  v.  The  strength  of  the 
command  on  organization  was  1,006  men,  fift'' 
per  eentinn  of  whom  had  seen  service  m the  field 
— some  for  three  years.  The  officers,  too,  were 
veterans  in  man_\'  instances,  so  that,  in  e\  er\'  way. 
it  was  qualified  to  take  a full  part  in  i]uelling  the 
Rebellion.  The  command  left  camp  Februar\' 
27,  for  Nashville,  'but  was  held  at  Louisville  by 
Gen.  Palmer  with  the  consent  of  Gen.  Thomas, 
wdrile  head<iuarters  were  esrablished  at  Eminfiice, 
Ky.  Four  companies  were  detached  to  guard 
Cumberland  Gap.  two  companies  to  .Mt.  Sterling, 
while  other  detachments  garrisoned  posts  ai 
Shelbyvilie,  La  Grange,  Lebanon,  Greensburg 
and  other  favorite  camping  places  of  Morgan  s 
guerrillas.  The  regiment  had  lU)  opportu- 
nitv  of  showing  its  fighting  (pialitics,  though  a 
Confederate  brigade  appeared  before  Mt.  Sterling. 
'I'hat  brigade  came  to  surrender  rather  than  t>' 
fight.  The  185th  was  mustered  out  at  Lexing- 
ton, Kv.,  September  26,  i 803,  the  strength  beine 
then  889  men. 

Elte  I'enth  Cavalry  thrt'e  years  was  organ 
ized  at  Camp  Ta_\  lor  in  th'tober.  1 862,  b\  t'harle' 
C.  Smith,  but  w.is  not  re.uF  for  the  field  uiud 
the  spring  of  i8()3.  Mr.  Smith  wa>  commi'S- 
ioned  colonel  of  the  command  I'ebruaiw  2(),  i8tgt. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


j:;: 


Wood  county  was  faudv  represented  in  Company 
G.  Daniel  H.  Hill  and  Jared  H.  Fuller,  of  G, 
rose  from  the  ranks  ro  a lieutenanc}',  the  former 
becoming  2d  L^ieutenant  of  Company  C,  and  the 
latter  2<J  Lieutenant  of  Compaii}’  D. 

The  regiment,  in  the  spring  of  1T63,  left  for 
Nashville,  thence  on  to  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  latter  place  remained  and 
performed  picket  and  scout  duty  until  tlie  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  ojicned  the  campaign  against 
Gen.  Bragg  at  Tullahoma.  During  the  campaign 
the  loth  Cavalry  performed  a \'ast  amount  of 
inarching  and  countermarching,  fighting  such 
Rebel  cax  alry  as  it  met.  At  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
inauga  one  company,  commanded  b\’  Capt. 
Ha\nie  Then  a lieutenant;,  acted  as  escort  to 
Gen.  (Granger,  the  main  portion  of  the  regiment 
being  ordered  to  guard  communications  in  the 
rear.  After  the  battle  the  lOth  was  ordered  up 
the  Secjuatche  \'alley  to  guard  that  country  against 
guerrillas  under  Champ  Ferguson.  W’hile  in  the 
Valley  a portion  of  the  regiment  accompanied  a 
detach ment  of  the  i 5th  Pennsylvania  Ca\  alrv  on 
a scout  into  Fast  Tennessee,  under  connnan d of 
Col.  Palmer,  of  the  latter  regiment.  This  scout 
was  effectual,  and  that  part  of  the  State  was  rid 
from  banditti  of  every  kind.  The  detachment 
was  absent  from  the  regiment  about  three  months, 
and  during  that  time  was  almost  daily  engaged 
with  the  enern}'.  At  one  time  the  detachment 
engaged  and  defeated  a force  of  500  Rebels  ('300 
Indians  and  200  North  Carolinians, ; led  by  Gov. 
Vance,  who  was  captured,  together  with  a hun- 
dred of  his  men  and  his  wagon-train.  On  the 
return  of  the  e.xpiedition  it  found  the  regiment 
stationed  at  Bridgeport,  Ala. , where  it  had  re- 
moved from  Rossvi’de,  Ga.  In  the  spring  of  1864, 
the  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Lavergne,  Tenn. 
In  the  long  and  tedious  march  through  Rin.ggold, 
( ja. , where  the  regiment  w'as  attached  to  the  2d 
Brigade,  3d  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  to  Marietta, 
it  was  repeatedl\-  engaged  with  the  enenn',  and 
at  the  Battle  of  Resaca  the  loth,  under  Col. 
Smith,  led  the  charge  which  commenced  that 
light.  In  the  brilliant  dash  the  loss  of  the  regi- 
ment W'as  severe. 

The  regiment  was  activel}'  engaged  in  all  of 
Kilpatrick’s  movements  during  Sherman's  Atlan- 
ta campaign,  and  several  times  made  raiils  around 
Atlanta.  On  the  march  to  the  sea  much  i;f  the 
fighting  that  occurreil  was  performed  by  the 
cavalry.  The  loth  was  freiiuently  .mgaged,  en- 
countering the  enenu'  tirsl  at  ]onesville,  Ga., 
and  from  that  place  to  Savannah.  Ga.,  scarcely 
a day  jiassed  watluuit  encounters  with  the  Rebel 
Cien.  Wheeler's  and  other  cavrdry  aiul  infantr\'. 


The  \'ictor}'  at  Lovejo3  ’s  Station  was  mainly  at- 
tributable to  a general  charge  bv  the  entire  di\  i- 
sion  (nine  regiments)  of  cavalr}'.  At  Bear  Creek 
Station  the  loth  engaged  the  enem\-  singly  be- 
hind formidable  barricades,  using  the  saber,  and 
put  him  to  ignoble  flight.  Lieut.  James  Morgan, 
of  Company  F,  was  killed  while  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  men  in  the  charge.  Tlie  cax  alry  command 
moved  on  the  Clinton  and  Macon  road,  intending 
to  demonstrate  toward  the  latter  place,  as  if  to  at- 
tack it.  Gen.  Kilpatrick  brought  his  men  to  within 
a mile  of  the  cit\-,  and,  under  the  fire  of  thnrteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  the  lOth  Ohio,  led  b_v  Capt. 
Hofford,  charged  the  works  with  drawn  sabers, 
and  ne\'er  halted  until  the  fort  wa.s  entered  and 
two  pieces  of  arrillery  were  captured;  but  not 
without  heavy  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  pris- 
oners. Among  the  prisoners  was  Capt.  |.  Hof- 
ford. The  enemv  was  also  encountered  at 
Griswoldville,  Gordon  and  Milledgevdle. 

The  lOth  bore  an  honorable  part  in  tlie  en- 
counter with  the  Rebel  cavalry  about  Louisville, 
Ga.,  Waynesboro,  and  Augusta,  in  th.e  latter 
fiart  of  November  and  first  part  of  December. 
1864.  At  Waynesboro  the  advance  squadron  of 
the  lOth  was  led  bv  Capt.  Samuel  Norton,  of  D, 
who  was  killed  at  the  head  of  the  column  while 
encouraging  his  men  to  deeds  of  daring.  The 
loss  on  both  sides  in  this  engagement  was  severe. 
The  loth  was  actively  engaged  in  the  campaign 
through  the  Carolinas,  meeting  the  enemv  fre- 
(juently.  Gen.  Kilpatrick  on  many  occasions  e.\- 
pressed  his  opinion  that  the  lOth  Ohio  was  the 
best  charging  regiment  he  had  under  his  com- 
mand. 


The  Cue  Hundred  and  Ti^hty-seeond  In  fan- 
t/-]’  Tone  year). --Five  companies  of  it  were  re- 
cruited in  the  \icinity  of  Toledo,  and  organized 
at  Camp  Toledo  b_\'  Lieut. -Col.  J.  A.  Chase. 
While  at  Camp  Chase  five  other  companies  were 
added,  and  the  organization  was  completed  Oc- 
tober 28,  1864,  Col.  Lewis  Butler  being  placed 
in  command.  Some  few  men  from  Wood  coun- 
ty served  in  the  regiment,  inainlv  in  companies 
,\  and  B.  The  regiment  moved  south  on  Novem- 
ber I,  and  five  da\'s  later  was  attached  to  Sher- 
man’s armv  at  Nashville.  'I'here  the  men  were 
drilled,  so  tlnit,  on  December  4,  1864.  \sln'U 

Hood  circumvalhited  the  city,  this  command  took 
an  im(K)rtant  part  in  the  battle  which  ensued. 
Thei('  it  remained  on  guard  and  provost  dul\' 
until  luK'  7.  18'.);.  wlum  it  was  muster. 'd  out. 
Returning  to  ( >hio.  it  was  discharged  at  C'.iinp 
C.h.ise,  Jul\-  13,  i.''03. 
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WOOD  COUXTY,  OHIO. 
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The  First  hii^ht  Artillery  Ttliree  years)  was 
organized  under  the  militia  law  of  i S6o,  and 
formed  a part  of  the  Ohio  militia.  It  consisted 
of  si.\  cotnpanies,  having  one  gun  each.  The 
Colonel  was  James  hfarnett.  The  organization 
was  drilled  aiul  disciplined,  an<l  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  took  the  field,  reporting  at  Colum- 
bus April  22,  1861.  It  went  into  camp  at  Mari- 
etta, Ohio.  On  May  28  a part  of  the  organiza- 
tion was  sent  to  Col.  Steedman  of  the  14th 
Ohio,  then  stationed  at  Parkersburg,  and  the 
rest  went  on  the  following  day  to  Benwood, 
thence  to  Grafton,  reporting  to  Gen.  T.  A.  Mor- 
ris. The  two  guns  sent  under  Lt.-Col.  Sturgis 
to  Col.  Steedman  participated  at  Philippi.  This 
was  the  first  artillery  hied  by  tlie  Federal  forces 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Later  the  main 
command  was  joined  by  the  detachment  under 
Lt.-Col.  Sturgis,  and  moved  with  Gen.  Morris’ 
forces  to  Laurel  Hill,  and  joined  in  the  attack 
made  on  the  Rebels  at  that  place;  the  Rebels 
were  again  attacked  at  Garrick’s  Ford,  which 
terminated  the  three-months’  term  of  the  com- 
mand’s service  f about  July  26,  1S61). 

The  regiment  with  its  twelve  light  batteries 
was  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  for  three 
years,  dating  from  September  3,  1861.  The 
command  was  organized  by  batteries  at  Camp 
Dennison,  and  as  each  battery  was  hlled  and 
equipped  it  was  sent  to  the  held.  Each  battery 
had  a separate  and  distinct  history.  Nearly  all 
the  men  who  w'ent  from  Wood  countv  served  in 
battery  G.  and  were  mainly  from  W'ashington , 
Freedom  and  Liberty  townships.  The  batter}' 
was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Dennison  December 
17,  1861.  On  February  15  it  went  to  Cincin- 
nati, thence  into  camp  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind., 
where  it  remained  until  the  27th,  w'hen  it  went 
to  Nashville.  On  March  1 i the  command  was 
ordered,  with  Capt.  Mendenhall's  regular  bat- 
tery, to  report  to  Gen.  Crittenden,  commanding 
the  5th  Division.  It  moved  with  the  column,  and 
on  Sunday  morning,  April  6,  hfteen  miles  from 
Savannah,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  the  troops 
heard  the  heavy  bring  at  Pittsburg  Landing. 
The  command  reached  Savannah  by  8 u.  m.  and 
thence  by  steamer  proceeded  to  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, reaching  there  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  Monday,  A|iril  7,  disembarked  and  took  jiosi- 
tion  in  line  of  battle  at  6 a.  m.,  siqiported  bv 
Gen.  Boyle’s  brigade  of  Crittenden’s  division, 
and  was  engaged  the  entire  day.  This  battery 
was  the  only  volunteer  batter}'  of  Buell’s  armv 
engaged  in  the  battle. 

The  batterv  ser\ed  with  Goner.d  Crif lemlen's 
division  through  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  later 


took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Stone  Ri\er. 
The  battery  w'as  engaged  at  Chickamauga  Sep- 
tember 19  and  20,  1863,  taking  position  on  the 
Rossville  road,  w'here  it  \vas  continually  under 
hre  until  after  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge.  Ou 
October  9,  upon  the  re-organization  of  the  army, 
it  was  ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Barnett,  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Reserve  Artillery.  Ou 
December  2,  it  marched  for  Nashville,  and  w'as 
mustered  in  as  a \'eteran  battery  |anuar}'4,  1864. 
In  August  it  moved  with  the  cavalry  under  Gen. 
Croxton,  in  pursuit  of  Wheeler's  forces,  which 
after  three  or  four  sharp  engagements  were 
driven  across  the  Tennessee  river  at  Florence, 
.\la.  The  batterv  moved  to  Chattanooga  in  Oc- 
tober; but,  in  the  same  month,  reported  to  chief 
of  artillery  of  the  4th  Army  Corps  at  Pulaski. 
On  November  23,  it  broke  camp  at  Pulaski,  and 
while  falling  back  toward  Nashville  i.li.-^puted  the 
ground  with  Hood  day  b}'  da}'.  On  the  20th  it 
checked  Hood’s  advance  into  Franklin,  and  cov- 
ered the  rear  of  the  Federal  column  moving  out, 
and  reached  Nashville  on  the  night  of  December 
I.  The  loss  of  the  batter\'  in  killed  and  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Franklin  'Aas  twenty-three.  It 
was  highly  complimented  by  Gen.  Stanley  for 
gallant  services  in  the  field. 

On  December  14,  the  battery  was  in  the  gen- 
eral engagement  between  Gens.  T'nomas  and 
Hood,  at  Nashville,  also  it  sharply  engaged  the 
enemy  at  Rutherford’s  creek,  being  in  the  ad- 
vance column  of  the  P'edcral  forces  in  Hood’s  re- 
treat to  the  Tennessee  river.  In  March,  1865, 
it  moved  with  the  4th  Corps  into  East  Tennessee 
and  North  Carolina,  and  in  April  returned  to 
Nashville.  In  June  it  moved  to  New  Orleans: 
returned  in  August  for  Ohio,  aud  was  mustered 
out  at  Camp  Chase,  September  i,  1865. 

The  Seeoiul  Heavy  Artillery  (three  years)  was 
organized  at  Camp  Dennison  between  the  middle 
of  June  and  the  close  of  September,  1S63,  and 
mustered  in  between  August  1 and  October  5. 
that  year,  with  Horatio  G.  Gibson,  Colonel. 
Company  A was  mustered  July  20;  B,  August  5; 
C,  August  26;  D,  September  7;  E,  September  9: 
F,  September  23 ; G,  .Sejitember  19;  H,  1,  K and 
L,  September  7,  and  M,  September  9,  1803. 
Wood  county  furnished  some  men  for  this  com- 
mand, who  ser\'ed  in  b;ittery  L.  This  batter}, 
on  October  8..  was  moved  to  I'ort  Boone,  b'rauk- 
fort,  Ky.  ; thence  was  transferred,  in  December 
of  the  same  ye.'ir,  to  B.itterv  Simons,  at  Mun- 
fordville.  Ky.  ; from  there,  in  May,  180. m.uch'- 1 
by  land  to  Camp  Sedgwick,  at  ClevelaiKl,  Teim  . 
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US  ^^uurd  to  the  re^unental  wagon-train.  On 
.\ugust  3.  1S64,  it  moved  to  Charleston,  Tenn. 
'I'iiere  it  participated  in  the  engagement  with 
the  Rebel  cavalry  under  W'heeler,  and  in  the 
subsequent  movements  until  it  reached  Straw- 
l)erry  Plains,  where  it  remained  up  to  August, 
1S65.  It  was  m ustered  out  of  service  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. , August  23,  1 865. 


I'ifty- fifth  Infantry  (three  years]  was  organ- 
ised at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  between  the  middle  of 
September  and  the  beginning  of  December,  i(S6i. 
'I'he  command  was  mustered  September  13,  1861, 
with  John  C.  Lee,  Colonel.  There  were  a few 
men  in  the  regiment  from  W'ood  count}'  serving 
iiiuinly  in  Company  B,  from  which  Henr}’  J. 
Pelton  rose  from  the  ranks  to  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Quartermaster  of  the  regiment. 

On  January  2;,  1862,  it  left  for  Grafton, 
W estern  \drginia,  and  from  there  soon  moved  to 
New  Creek.  Its  first  skirmish’  was  at  Moorefield. 
'I'he  next  spring  it  advanced  to  Romney,  where  it 
joined  Gen.  Schenck’s  brigade,  which  moved  to 
Moorefield,  and  went  into  camp  at  a ferry  on  the 
Potomac,  three  or  four  miles  north  of  the  town. 
In  the  battle  of  McDowell,  or  Blue  Pasture 
Mountain,  the  55th  constituted  the  reserve,  and 
served  as  support  to  a battery.  After  the  bat- 
tle,the  troops  fell  back  to  Franklin  in  order  to 
avoid  being  cut  off  by  a tlank  movement.  On 
this  march,  and  during  the  stay  in  P'ranklin,  the 
regiment  suffered  severely  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  rations.  The  regiment  was  present 
at  the  battle  of  Cross  Keys;  but  was  not  engaged. 

I he  army  of  \’irginia  was  organized  at  Middle- 
town,  near  Winchester,  whither,  about  June  20, 
the  regiment  arrived,  and  stopped  for  a short 
rest.  The  55th  was  brigaded  with  the  25th,  73d 
and  75th  Ohio,  and  was  attached  to  Gen. 
Schenck’s  division.  The  regiment  was  at 
Slaughter  Mountain,  arriving  on  the  battlefield  at 
> A.  M. , August  9,  I S62. 

Shortly  before  sunset,  August  28,  the  regi- 
ment was  pushed  forward  from  the  north  of  W'ar- 
r'-nton,  partly  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to  dis- 
cover  Jackson’s  position.  This  was  on  the  old 
Pull-Run  battle  ground.  On  the  29th  the  two 
armies  were  engaged  the  greater  portion  of  the 
day,  neither  party  gaining  an_\'  very  decided  suc- 
cess.  The  55th  was  under  severe  artillery  fire, 
but  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  battle  line. 
Luring  the  30th  the  regiment  lay  in  close  column, 
'9  <!i\,isi(jn,  behind  a swell  of  ground,  upon 
’-'hif  li  was  posted  a battery  of  six  steel  guns, 
dibout  an  hour  before  sunset  the  enemy  appeared 
^'uldenly  on  the  Hank.  The  regiment  deployed 


! under  fire,  but  after  giving  a few  volleys  it  re- 
I turned  to  the  m.ain  line,  which  was  about  one 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  Here  the  regiment 
was  reformed,  and  it  continued  to  engage  the 
' enemy  until  near  dark,  wdien  with  the  brigade  it 
: gradually  moved  to  the  rear,  and  after  dark  it 
fell  back  to  Centerville.  The  regiment  at  the 
i battle  of  Chancellorsville  formed  part  of  the 
j lith  Corps,  and  in  going  into  position,  on  .Mav 
I,  it  was  in  the  2d  Brigade  from  the  right.  In 
this  engagement,  which  opened  about  5 p.  m.,  on 
the  2d,  the  55th  lost  153  men  killed,  wounded 
and  missing. 

About  May  15,  the  regiment  became  a part 
of  t-he  2nd  Division,  and  remained  in  that  bri- 
gade until  the  end  of  its  term  of  service.  The 
regiment  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
The  division  was  posted  first  on  Cemetery  Hill, 
but  was  moved  subsequently  to  the  left  of  the 
Baltimore  pike.  The  battle  line  of  the  regiment 
w'as  not  engaged,  but  the  skirmish  line  was  sub- 
ject, most  of  the  time,  to  a severe  fire.  The 
55th  lost  about  fifty  men  in  the  battle.  At  Look- 
out Mountain,  the  regiment  being  on  picket,  it 
W'as  not  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  and 
sustained  no  loss.  In  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge 
the  corps  formed  line  to  the  left  and  front  of 
Fort  Flood,  and,  moving  forward  rapidlv,  drove 
the  Rebel  skirmish  line  beyond  the  East  'Fennes- 
see  railroad.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  of 
November,  1863,  the  55th  was  posted  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  and  guarded  the  fiank  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  battle. 

On  January  i,  i S64,  319  men  of  the  regi- 
ment re-enlisted;  and  after  a furlough  returned  la 
Lookout  Valley.  The  iith  and  12th  corps  were 
consolidated  about  this  time,  and  became  the 
20th,  and  the  55th  formed  a part  of  the  3rd  Bri- 
gade of  the  3rd  Division.  On  May  2,  the  regi- 
ment started  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  battles  in  which  the  20th 
corps  was  engaged.  It  suffered  severel}'  at  the 
battle  of  Resaca  May  15.  losing  upward  of  90 
men.  It  was  engaged  at  Cassville,  Dallas,  New 
Hope  Church,  Marietta,  and  Kenesaw;  was  als.'i 
engaged  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree’ Creek  Ju!_\' 
20.  During  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  55th  occu- 
pied a place  in  the  line.  The  regiment  from  .\t- 
lanta,  November  15,  moved  toward  the  sea  coast, 
and  entered  Savannah  on  the  21st.  In  |anuar_\. 
1865,  it  started  on  the  campaign  of  the  ('arolina< 
At  the  battle  of  Smith’s  farm.  March  iT).  it  lo<t 
thirty-six  men  killeil  and  wounded.  It  was  at 
Goldsboro  and  at  Raleigh,  and  particijiated  in  tiw 
grand  reviiwv.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  at 
Louisville,  Ky. , July  11,  1865. 
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loO  WOOD  COUD'TY.  OHIO. 


rhc  One  Iliindi-cd  and  ScvcnUcntli  Infa>itrv 
and  I'irst  Heavy  Artillery  (tliree  year?;.  Tfie 
regiment  was  organized  as  the  i 17th  Infantry  at 
Camp  Portsmouth,  September  15,  1862,  with 
eight  companies,  and  came  under  the  colonelc\' 
of  enhance}’  G.  Mawle}’.  It  served  in  varion? 
parts  of  Kentuck}- in  tlie  fall  of  1862,  and  spring 
of  1863.  In  May.  1863,  the  regiment  was 
changed  into  the  First  Heavy  Artillery  Ohio  \’ol- 
unteers,  and  recruited  to  the  ma.ximum  strength 
of  that  organization.  A number  of  men  from 
Jackson  and  Perry  townships,  of  Wood  count\, 
served  in  Compan\-  L of  this  organization,  among 
whom  was  John  h'oreman,  who  became  ist  Lieu- 
tenant, and  was  promoted  tjuarter-master  of  the 
regiment. 

The  regiment  constructed  the  fine  and  exten- 
sive fortifications  for  eight  miles  around  Co\  ing- 
ton  and  Newport,  making  Cincinnati  one  of  the 
strongest  fortified  cities  in  the  Union.  During 
the  fall  and  winter  of  1863-64  the  regiment,  in 
battalion  detachments,  was  engaged  in  guard 
duty  at  various  points  in  Kentucky.  On  Febru- 
ary 19,  1864,  it  started  under  orders  through 
heavy  snow  and  extreme  cold  over  the  mount- 
ains to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  arriving  there  March  9. 
Through  that  summer,  and  until  in  September, 
the  regiment  was  engaged  in  guarding  the  rail- 
roads through  Tennessee.  It  subsequently  par- 
ticipated in  foraging  and  fighting  guerrillas 
throughout  East  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina. 
It  formed  a part  of  the  1st  Brigade,  4th  Division, 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was  engaged  in 
guarding  mountain  passes,  and  guarding  cap- 
tured points  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
After  the  surrender  of  Lee  and  Jackson,  the  regi- 
ment saw  service  in  the  Carolinas,  Georgia  and 
Tennessee.  It  was  mustered  out  at  Knoxville, 
Term.,  July.  25,  1865. 


The  One  Hundred  and  El yhtv-ni nth  (one 
year)  was  organized  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  March 
5,  1865,  with  Henry  D.  Kingsbury,  Colonel. 

Wood  count}'  had  a good  representation  in  Com- 
pany G,  of  which  Thomas  A.  Gorrill,  of  the 
county,  w'as  2d  Lieutenant. 

The  regiment  immediately  left  for  Hunts\ille, 
Ala.  Several  companies  were  placed  along  the 
Memphis  N Charleston  railroad  betwt'en  .Steven- 
son and  Decatur,  and  were  engaged  in  guarding 
bridges  and  building  stockades.  One  companx' 
was  {losted  at  Whitesbiirg,  one  at  Cki_\  s\  i.le,  and 
('iiintersville,  on  the  d'eimessee  river,  and  one  re- 
mained at  Hiintsxille.  On  June  20,  the  regi- 
ment was  coiiceiitraled  at  Huntsville,  iind  per- 


formed post  duty  until  September  25,  when  it 
was  ordereii  to  Nashville,  and  there  was  mus- 
tered out. 

One  Hundred  and  Tiernty-Ed yhth  (three 
years)  was  organized  at  Columbus,  Johnson  A 
Island,  and  Camp  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  Decem- 
ber 7,  i86i,  to  Januai'}'  8,  1864,  to  serve  three 
years.  Four  companies — .A,  15,  C and  D -of  th^ 
organization,  were  originall}' known  as  the  “Hoff- 
man Battalion,”  raised  at  different  times  in  1862, 
which,  before  the  time  of  forming  the  regiment, 
was  under  the  command  of  a lieutenant-colonel 
and  major.  Six  new  companies  were  mustered 
ill' at  Camp  Tax  lor  between  the  8th  and  15th  of 
January,  i 864.  The  four  old  companies  had  been 
on  dut\'  at  Johnson's  Island  nearl}'  all  the  time 
since  their  mus'tcr-in  ; but  had  frequeuth' furnished 
detachments  for  service  elsewhere,  inchuling  a 
short  and  very  active  campaign  in  ["irsuit  of 
Rebel  troops  in  West  \hrginia  in  1862.  Wood 
county  was  represented  in  the  128th  in  Compan- 
ies B,  C and  D,  a few  men  serving  from  various 
parts  of  the  county.  Lieut.  George  W.  Hollen- 
beck, of  Companies  C and  A,  respectively,  was 
from  Perrysburg.  The  regiment  was  chiefly  oc- 
cupied at  the  frontier  posts  of  Johnson's  Island 
and  Sandusky,  and  its  service  necessarily  involves 
much  of  the  military  history  of  those  posts.  It 
was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Chase  July  10,  1863. 

In  addition  to  Wood's  representation  in  the 
regiments  whose  history  is  outlined  in  tlio  above 
sketches,  her  gallant  and  patriotic  sems  were 
scattered  through  various  other  Ohio  commands, 
and,  as  set  forth  in  the  introductor}'  remarks,  thev 
were  fouiui  m a number  of  the  organizations  of 
other  States.  .\  glance  at  the  roster  will  reveal 
I that  among  the  other  Ohio  commands  men  from 
Wood  were  enrolled  in  the  84th,  179th,  I93d. 
195th,  197th,  99th,  123d,  66th,  81st.  iith.  101st 
and  126th. 

ROSTI'IR  OF  WOOD  COUNTY  SOLDIERS. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  following  rosters 
of  Wood  count}  '?  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion bat  e,  in  main,  been  prepared  b\  veterans 
of  the  count}'.  They  have  furnished  the  names 
ot  the  soldiers,  and  the  rec'ords.  so  far  as  thev' 
Cf'uM  be  f'.umd,  have  been  ad.le-d  from  the  Kostei 
of  Ohio  .Aohhers.  It  has  been  the  i'ur['i)se  t>> 
place  the  names  <U  Si  lid  I CIS  in  the  reN|H‘eliv  e tow  11- 
ships  in  which  thew  lived  and  were  idenlilieil  .it 
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the  time  of  enlistment.  W'here  men  lived  close 
to  township  lines,  and  questions  arose  as  to  the 
townships  in  which  they  belonged,  the  men  thein- 
.selves  were  seen,  when  living,  or  were  written  to, 
members  of  the  immediate  family  or  near  neigh- 
bors consulted,  and  the  men  placed  as  it  became 
evident  that  they  should  be  from  such  sources  of 
information.  Aside  from  the  men  whose  names 
are  given  in  the  different  townships  as  having  been 
identified  with  the  preparation  of  each  roster,  many 
others  have  been  seen,  and  still  others  written  to, 
and  all  possible  efforts  made  at  completeness. 


BLOOM  TOWXSMIP. 

The  names  in  the  following  list  were  furnished 
by  a committee  of  veterans  of  Bloorndale,  who 
had  the  benelit  of  a record  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
township,  which  were  prepared  in  1866,  b\’  \V.  S. 
Kicliard,  a resident  of  Bloorndale,  then  a school 
teacher  of  the  township.  Mr.  Richard  prepared 
the  list  of  soldiers  by  school  districts,  and  there- 
fore quite  accurately;  to  the  committee's  list  of 
names  the  record  of  each  soldier  was  added,  tfien 
all  was  submitted  in  typescript,  for  additions  and 
corrections,  to  Messrs.  Richard,  Solether,  Shan- 
nabarger,  Whitacre  and  others. 

John  Apnt-1,  1>,  111,  en.  Auir.,  'i'rl,  cap.  near  Lenoir  Nov.  Ih, 
Ay,  m.  o.  I une,  'ho, 

\V  . F.  Babcock,  F',  ‘Jh,  en.  'h4,  to  June,  'ho,  ;i  .^uh^titnte. 

.\sa  Baird,  B,  111,  en.  Aug.  IS,  'ti'i,  ni.  o.  vvitliCo..  lune '-’T.'tib. 
.\lonzo  Beard,  Iv,  144,  en.  .May,  '(>4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'h4. 
lr\'in  Baird,  E,  144,  cn.  May,  '(>4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '('4. 

Jo.‘;iah  }>eard,  H,  4!t,  wounded  at  the  Chattahoochie,  |uls-  7, 
’h4,  served  from  F eb.,  'h4,  to  Now.  '(!.7. 

Jason  C.  Bakc'r,  F'.,  21,  en.  Dec.,  'f'd,  died  lulv  12,  '(>4.  of 

wounds  received  in  battle  of  \ ining  Station,  near  .At- 
lanta, July  b,  '(j4. 

Isaac  F*.  Ifaker,  t'l.  2i,  en.  F eb.,  '02,  died  F'eb.  0.  '(1;!,  in  hu.s- 
pital  at  Nashville,  Teiin.,  from  a sev  ere  cold  taken  .it 
battle  of  Stone  River. 

Joseph  N.  B)aker,'*'  (7,  b'.i,  en.  .\ug.,  '0)2,  wounded  ,it  Keiiesaw 

.Mountain,  '04,  tr.  June  21,  '04.  to  .‘di  Keel.,  ni.  o. 

June,  ’07). 

Jo.shu.i  R.  B.irth'tt.  I,  111,  en.  .\ug.,  '02,  killed  at  Huff's  F Cr- 
ry,  I'enn.,  Jan.  7.  ’02). 
trank  Bolev.  enlisted  tioin  this  touiiship. 

.loliii  ,\.  Boiineil.  F , s.  en.  |uiic7,  '01,  di.'..  for  ilis.  lul\  17.  '02, 
at  Coliiml)iis. 

I ll  lioo/cT,  1),  111,  en.  .\ug.  ;•!,  '02,  killed  in  b.ittlc  of  Frank- 
liii,  Teiin..  Nov.  2)ii,  '14. 

Jolin  Boo/rr,  1),  111,  cn.  .Aug.  14,  02.  m.  o.  June  27, 

Jiri.aiiiah  I'raiideberrv , ll.f'.i,  eii.  NOv.,  (4,  m.  n.  m 1 e.v.i.', 
Nov.,  '0)7). 

lohii  C.  BrandebeiTv,  1.,  114,  i’h.  ,Ma\.  i4,  in.  ■).  .\iig..  0)1. 
I'liillip  Brandeberry.  F,  41',  en.  .\iig.  12,  0)1, 'lit  d .it  (.  amp 
N'evin , K \ , Nov.  7>,  01 , 

1 lieiiias  (2.  Br.i m h beiTs , F,  1 44 . en.  .M a \ . 0> (,  ni.  o.  , \ ii_'.,  0)4. 

* Tliriw  wpiv  fivi'  of  I hr  liaKrr  hr  nihi.T-  Ml  (li»‘  I . S.  \ K’r.  In  i • 
i..  ilti  u ho-sc  ii.i  JIM  --,  apprar  ahi  .V  r.  I-.  Jish-i  M r-..  k^i  vi-r \ rii  i u 

* ■ inp.^n-,  I)  .*,1  li  KiM.r  • itirnj , \I  is-.  111!  i < ' IS  a 1 1 S'.  .(II  t l->l»n  ' ‘ iLi  k*M  m i 'nni 
j‘‘iiT  I . (Till  l\.q*iiiu*iu,  O.  \ . I . (.uU-Uii;;  h'Hu  ll.»n*j)  - K ruutiiv  'wj.ii  m 
’Jti,  hi.  o.  June.  I hi:.’,. 


I Th.om|)Sun  S.  Brand(.'b\  rry,  H,  4b,  en.  FAF..  21,  '04,10.0.  Nov. 
yu,  '07),  and  dis.  1 Jec.  20,  'Oi.'), 

Fliram  Bredbeniier,  said  to  h.u  e died  in  the  service. 

Daniel  Brobst,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '0i2,  killed  Nov.  14,  '0:1,  ,u 
Huffs  F'erry,  Term. 

.Samuel  S.  Bronson,  B,  7>7,  en.Oct.,  '02,  m.  o.  near  t'icksbur  p 
.'\ug.,  'O;!,  and  ser.  Co.  12,  14  4. 
r.  J.  Campl)(dl,  I.  111.  en.  -Aug.  1<S.  '0>_',  m.  o.  June  27,  ’0..'>, 
Hugii  Campbell,  1,  111,  en.  .Vug..  0)2,  apptd  Cor.  ,'se])t.  4, 
'02.  Serg't,  March  1,  ’o>4,  111.  o.  June  27,  '0).7. 

John  Campbell,  F,  144,  en.  May, 'ill.  ni.  o.  .Vug..  '04. 
jobn  -V.  Cupp,  1 1,  lb.  Cor[ioral,  .Vug.  17),  '0],.-erved  to  Xo\ . 
2,U.  '0,7. 

I'hiiip  C.  Cupp,  H,4b,  en.  Aiig.  17,  'Ol,  ills,  fordis.  .Vpril  2,  '02. 
-Samuel  Cupp,  D,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '02,  111.  o.  June,  '0)7. 

James  Coinis,  12,  144,  en.  .Ma_\  , '04,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '0)4. 

■ John  H.  Copus,  ('/,  21,  en.  Seiit.  2,  '01.  serv  ed  to  lulv  27,  '0)7. 

• [o.seiili  Copu.s,  (7.  21,  v a.  Feb.  1.  '0)2,  at  C'hickani.iu.g,i, 

1 dis.  I ulv  y,  ’0'7. 

. Ccorgf'  C'opiis,  (7,21,  en.  F eb.  1.  Og,  died,  at  New  .-Vlbanv  , Ind., 
juiv  20,  'oy. 

Flenrv  (2o'pus,  C,  21,  en.  F eb.  1,  irj.  die'l  in  Danv  ille  Kvliel 
prison,  Jan.  lb,  '01. 

Trenton  K.  (fopns,  1.2''.  .Vug..  04,  to  Jiilv. '0.,),  substitute'. 
VVesiev-  C')|>us,  12,  114,  .May,  ill,  to  .Vug..  '01. 

Sheibv  Curtiss,  (.1,  77,  en.  De-e.,  'id.  Cor.  Xov.,  '04,  in.  o. 
.Vug.,  '07. 

John  Dunn,  E.  144,  1 Serg.  May.  0)4,  ni.  o.  Vug..  ''4 
|ose|jh  De'Cter,  , 77.  en.  f)ct..  'id  Mn'st  enlistmeril,  .-Vjvril  0)|, 
was  wounded  in  b.atle  at  .Vtlaiua,  (,'1.1. , July  22,  '04. 

(.».  Berrv  Dr.ike,  A,  21.  i-n.  -Aug.  2's,  01,  111.  o.  July  27,  07. 
V eter.in. 

luhn  T.  Drake,  B,  111,  en.Aug.S,  0i2,  died  at  Luuisvilie,  Kv.. 
Serit.  b,  'OIJ. 

Jo.siah  Drake,  B.  Ill,  en.  .Vug.  7,  '02,  cap.  X !v.  B',  '0:i,  in 
action  near  L.enoir,  Tenn.,  par.  Nov  . 20,  '04,  m.  o.  June 
27.  '07. 

Rol)erf  Eiunn,  1),  ]2s^,  en.  Sept.,  '02.  m.  o.  June,  '07. 

F'rank  vV.  Dunn,  D,  128,  en.  .Sept.,  '02,  pro.  Cor.  .March,  '(4, 
in.  o.  June,  '07. 

' George  F2dgar,  F2,  1 44,  Serg..  en.  .M.iv',  '04,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '<4. 

I Dav  ill  C.  Fast,  H,  4'.',  en.  .Vug..  '12,  tr.  to  \ . K.  C.  Marcii  •>, 
'64,  .Mav  18,  0)4,  ,.,t  nt  to  Washington,  1).  A'.,  as  memlK  V 
of  Co.  FI.  12  V.  R.  C.,  dis.  June  2b,  ''17. 

N'ath.aniel  ]-'ife.  12.  1 44,  Corp.,  i-n.  M ay,  '0-1,  in.  o.  .Vug.,  ''ll. 
Chirk  F'lauglier,  H,  4b,  en.  Ault.,  0)2,  in.  o.  June  10,  07. 
Conrad  F lauglier,  H.  4b.  en.  -Vug.,  '02,  prv).  Serg.  Dec.,  'OR 
m.  o.  Nov.,  '07. 

' Thornton  F ranks,  E,  144,  en.  M;iy.  ''4,  ni.  o.  .Vug.,  '4. 

! Albert  I'rankfather,  H.  4'.',  en.  'Oil,  with  1 B.n.  ( )ct.,  o;’), 
vvoundeel  at  Nasiiville.  Dec.  10,  '01.  in.  o.  Nov..  0.). 
(7eorge  I'r<inkfather,  H,  4b,  en.  Dec.,  0)8,  died  .it  Chattanoi'ga, 
F'eb.  S,  '04. 

David  I'r.inkfather,  H.  l'.h  en.  .Vug.,  id.  pro.  Serg.  Ajiril,  ''l-e 
111.  o.  Nov .,  0)7. 

Charles  Frederick,  H,  '4b,  c:ap.  near  Nashville,  in.  o.  Oet..  'l-v 
Jtuues  M.  F redeiick,  H.  4'b,  ell.  F ell.,  '14,  wo'.mdel.  F.nn'21. 
0)4,  in  action,  at  Reiiesavv  Mount.iin,  (xL.dis.  in  Juni-, 
0)7,  on  Siirg.'s  Cert,  ol  dis. 

.Nathaniel  Frederick.  II,  4b,  en.  t 'ct..  0)J,  ni.  o.  .it  S.iii  .Vn- 
tonio,  Ti  N.is,  I >1 1..  '0)7. 

M'illiani  11.  I rediTick,  H,  4b.  en.  .Vug.,  'ill,  .lopt'd  Corjii.  lo 
dale,  Julv  1,  '07,  ni.  o.  Nov . 81'.  '0)7.  \ 1 ler.iii. 

Solomon  S.  F redei'ii  k,  11,  4b,  I'n.  1 el).  22,  04,  ni.  ".  with  A". 

Nov.  811,  0.). 

Is.i.ic  I'lonloii.  ,77. 

Reuben  \V.  ( )ro»,  11,77.  i ii,  1 t.,  OrJ.  ni  o..Vng..  i>::,  ne.ir 
C.nnp  Slierin.ui,  Mi>s. 

lolni  Hiller.  1'.  ^.  en.  June,  V,l.  m o.  Jnlv,  'i4. 

1 1 iram  1 b i'er.  ! ).  111. 

C'onr.id  Heiser,  D,  1 1 1 . eii.  .Vuu.,  '02,  in.  o.  lime, 'o7. 

Francs  I, nub-..  11.  lb,  en.  V ue'..  Od  , in.  t ■.  ''■pt..  '0,7. 

1 In, nil  l.icob',  1.  Ill,  I II.  Vu^.,  O.g,  (.•.•)  1 M.inh  8'i,  o.).  )C 
New  Heine.  \ ‘ . 

C'li.iries  l.iidb-.,  41.  Ill,,  n.  A.ie..  O.J,  ni.  e.  linn-. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Ephraim  Jenkins.  D,  111,  en.  Aii<.,  r.i.  o.  [une.  '1)5. 

Andrew  Klingersniitli,  E,  14-1,  Co.'.,  en.  May, 414,  m.  o.  .Au".,'fU. 
Jackson  Lee,  H,  4h,  en.  .Air,:.  1.5,  'HI,  wounded  in  hatile  of 
CliickamaiiL;a,  Sept.  I'.i,  '<)d,  and  died  Sept.  ‘2(!,  (id. 

John  Leathers,  H,  4h,  (.'n.  .Aul:..  '(11,  cap.  ( )ct.  1),  '(>'2,  at  battle 
of  LawrenceburLt,  Ky.,  returned  to  Ct).  Feb.,  '(Id,  died 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  2(J,  '(id. 

Harrison  Leathers,  B,  oT,  i-n.  Sept.,  '(il , died  at  \’icksburg,  | 
d'enn..  Sept.  2.  '(Id.  | 

WAxsley  Leathers,  K,  144,  en.  Ma_v,  '(>4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  ’(14.  ; 

AA'illiam  I.e.slie,  B,  57,  en.  Sejtt.,  '(>1.  ; 

Robert  Loe,  E,  144,  en.  May,  'fl4,  ni.  o.  .Aug.,  'h4.  ! 

John  A\h  Long,  I,  IIL  en.  .Aug.,  '(>2,  discharged  Dec.,  '(■12.  : 

William  Longacre,  B,  57,  en.  (')ct.,  '(11,  died  at  .Monterey, 
Tenn.,  June  15,  '(12. 

Asa  Loman,  B,  57,  en.  .Sept.,  '(11,  died  at  Benton  Barracks, 
Mo.,  July  2,  '(id.  ; 

Jesse  McCrory,  H,  4h,  en.  .Aug.,  'Ill , 'eoumled  Sept,  2(J,  'Go,  tr.  , 
A’.  R.  C.  .April,  ’(14. 

Daniel  McCror\-,  H.  4’.i,  en.  .Aug..  'Gl,  m.  o.  Xov.,  '(15. 

Theodore  McCiiHough,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '(12,  ni.  o.  June,  '65. 
AVilham  Mc.Murray,  E,  144,  en.  May,  ’(l4,  ni.  o.  -Aug.,  '(14. 

John  Mackey,  C,  4‘.i,  en.  Aug.,  'Gl,  tr.  Co.  H,  in  Oct.,  ’(11,  dis. 
Se[)t.,  '(12. 

Joseph  Alackey,  — , 9 Ills.  Cav.,  ni.  o.  at  close  of  service. 
Emanuel  Mocliernian.  D.  lll.en.  Aug.,  '(12,  m.  o.  June,  'H5. 
Horace  Mocherm.m.  C,  49,  en.  Feb.,  ’(14,  served  to  Xov.,  'G5. 
Jacob  Alocherman,  D,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  ’(32,  dis.  for  dis.  Jan. 
2G,  (Id. 

Jefferson  Mochcrman.  C,  49,  en.  .March,  'G4,  kd.  at  Pickett’s 
Mills,  May  27,  ’(14. 

John  Marks,  I,  (iS,  Xov.  'Gl,  to  July,  '65. 

John  Mechley,  F,  49,  en.  Feb.,  ’(j4,  wd.  .May  27,  '(14,  dis.  at 
Camp  Dennison. 

Levi  D.  Milbourn,  F,  144,  en.  .May,  '('4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Jacob  H,  .Milbourn,  F,  8,  en.  June  7,  '61,  m.  o.  July  Id,  ’(>4. 
Charles  H.  Milbourn,  1),  111,  en.  Aug.,  'G2,  Sergeant,  m.  o. 
June,  ’('5. 

Jacob  C.  Miller,  C,  49,  Lt.  Aug.  12,  '61,  tr.  Co.  D,  May  20,  ’6d,  i 
formerly  of  Co. 

Adam  Aliller,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '(i4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Jacob  Milter,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '(12,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Henry  F.  Miller,  H,  49,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  Xo\-.,  ’(15. 

John  \\’.  Miller.  C.  49,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  tr.  AC  R.  C.  Jan.  2(1,  ’(id. 
Lsaac  Mincks,  D,  72,  en.  J.in.,  '62,  died  in  service. 

Elias  H.  .Monasmith,  E,  144,  en,  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 
Henry  .Myers,  E,  4fi,  en.  .Aug.  12,  ’(11,  m.  o.  Se|)t.  5,  '64. 

AA'illiam  .Myers,  C,  49,  en.  .Aug.  16,  1861,  killed  in  battle  of 
Stone  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  dl,  '62. 

Corydon  Musser,  H,  4i(,  en.  (Jet., '62,  died  at  Chattanooga, 
Feb.  2,  '64. 

AVhlliam  Musser,  H.  49,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  died  at  A'ining  .Sta., 
.Aug.  27,  '64,  of  wounds. 

Thomas  B..  .Musser,  H,  49,  en.  Xov.,  '62,  wounded  .Sept.  4, 
'(14,  m.  o.  Xov.,  '65. 

David  S.  Xeedham,  E.  144,  en.  May,  ’(i4.  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 
AA'illiam  Xeedham,  G,  49,  en.  Feb.  29,  '64,  died  at  Cleve- 
land, Term.,  .Sept.  11,  '64. 

James  Xewlove,  I,  lll.en.  -Aug.,  '62,  m.o.  June,  '65. 

John  H.  Xusbaum,  1,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  killed  at  Kenesaw 
Mt.  June  27,  (i4. 

Peter  S.  Painter,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.  15,  '61,  wounded  Xov.  25, 
'(id,  in  battle  of  .Missionary  Ridge,  Term.,  tr.  A'.  R,  C. 
.April  1((,  '64. 

AVilliam  H.  Redfern,  E.  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  wounded  .Mav  27. 
'64,  in  b.ittle  .it  Pickett’s  Mills,  G,i.,  apptd  .Serg.  Feb. 

l,  '64,  m.  o.  Xo\'.  d9,  '65.  A'eteran. 

Joseph  P.  Redfern,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.  5,  '62,  m.  o.  [ime  27,  (i5. 
Jacob  P'.  Richard,  B.  Ill,  en.  .Aug..  '62,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Charles  Richard,  B.  Ill,  en.  .Aug.,  'Ii2,  Musici.in  appt.  Pnn. 

.M  usician  Xo\ .,  (i4. 

AA'in.  S..Rich  ird.  1.,  144,  en.  M.iy  2,  '64,  ni.  o.  .Aug,  24.  '64. 
AA'illiam  Russell.  H.  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  wounded  .Sept.  2(),  ’(>5, 

m.  o.  Sept..  '64. 

Benton  Russell,  I , 19,  en.  f eb.,  ’61,  died  .ALiy  9,  '61,  ,it  X.ish- 
ville,  Teim. 

'I’horaas  Kosendale,  E,  49,  en.  Jan.  1,  '64,  m.  o.  June  19,  'W>. 


P'rank  R.  Sherman,  B,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 
Tl'.oinas  J.  Shanabarger,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  appt'd  Corpl. 
.Aug.  27,  '62,  and  later  .Sergt.,  died  .Aug.  15,  '6d,  from 
kick  of  a horse  while  home  on  furlough. 

Alfred  Simon,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  ni.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Carolus  .Simon,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  died  Jan.  20,  'Od,  .at 
Lf)uis\  ille,  Ky.,  of  wounds  received  in  battle  of  Stone 
River,  Term.,  Dec.  dl,  '62. 

Daniel  Simon,  H.  49,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  died  at  Xashvillt,  Tenn.. 
.Sept.  5,  '62. 

Elias  Si;i;on,  E.  144.  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Gideon  Simon,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  Cor.  ni.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 
George  .Simon,  H,  49,  en.  Feb..  '6)4.  died  Jan.  15,  '65,  at  l.ouis- 
viile,  Ky.,  of  wounds  receiv  ed  Dec.  16,  '64,  at  battle  of 
Xashville,  Tenn. 

John  .A.  Simon,  H,  4'.'.  en.  P'eb.,  '64,  dis.  May  18,  '65,  on 
Surg's  cert,  of  dis. 

Joshua  Simon,  H,  4f(,  en.  -Aug.,  ’()2,  rn.  o.  June,  '65. 

I.evi  Simon,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  wounde<l  and  captured 
- Mav  27,  '64,  at  fiattle  of  Pickett's  Mills.  Ga..  p.ar.  Xov. 
2(),  '64,  returned  to  Co.  .March,  '65,  dis.  .Aug.  27,  '6.'>. 
A'eteran. 

Lawrence  K.  Soule.  K,  1S2,  en.  (Jet.  21,  '64,  m.  o.  to  date. 
Jtily  7,  '65. 

James  Slater,  C,  49,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  wounded  June  Bl,  '64,  m.  o. 
June,  '65. 

PIdmund  L.  Stove,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug.  28,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 
Jose|ih  Stove,  E,  144,  en.  May,  (’4.  in.  u.  -Aug.,  '64;  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Mexican  war.  Later  served  on  the  U.  S. 
w.ir-ship  “ .Merriniac,  ' and  as  an  officer  on  the  L’.  .6. 
frigate,  “ Raritan,"  and  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  on  the  "Unadilla." 

John  Stove,  E,  144,  en.  .M.iy,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '(4. 

AA’illiam  Stonebrook,  P7,  144,  en.  Co.  H,  49,  dis.  July,  '6d,'re- 
en.  in  144  Regt. 

Benton  Smith,  C,  49,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  Xov.  oO,  '65. 

AA’ash.  Smith,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  ni.  o.  .Aug.  ’64. 

M.  G.  Snyder,  E,  144,  en.  May,  (14,  firom.  Com. -Serg. , m.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

Samuel  Stackhouse,  E,  144,  en.  May.  ’(4,  m.  o.  .Aug., '64. 
Jacob  Stephens,  1,  111,  en.  .Aug..  '62  (mustered  as  John),  m.  o. 
June,  '65. 

Eli  Stull,  -,  117,  or  1,  H.  .Art.,  served  until  June,  '65. 

I .Adam  Stull,  H,  4'.(,  en.  .Aug,,  '61,  with  artillery  '6.’>,  killeil  nra'" 
.Athmta,  .Aug.  16,  '64. 

Michael  Stull,  1,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62.  died  at  Bowling  Green, 

I Ky..  May  11,  '66. 

! Charles  Solether,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  ’62.  dis.  Oct.  19. '66,  at 
: I.viuisville,  Ky. 

John  Solether,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  in.  o.  .Aug..  '64. 
j Joseph  Urie,  corp'l,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.  t>,  '62.  cap.  Xov.  16,  ’il6. 

in  action  near  Lenoir,  Tenn.,  died  in  Rebel  prison  .it 
! .Andersonville,  Ga.,  .Aug.  lo.  '64. 

James  1).  A'ahmce,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  caip.  Xov.  16, ’('6, 
jiamled  Dec.,  ’(4.  m.  o.  June,  (>5. 

Joel  AA'eaver,  E,  144,  en.  .M.iy,  '61,  m.  o.  .-Aug..  '61. 

I John  AA'hisler,  H,  49,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  wounded  June  20,  '64,  d:.<. 
I )ec.,  (4. 

Rudy  AA’histler,  H.  49,  en.  .Aug.  15,  '61,  wounded  M.iy  27, 
'64,  died  July  14,  '(4. 

John  J.  AA'hitacre,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 
ITeston  H.  AA'liitaci'e,  , 51,  dratied  (Dct.  6,  '64,  ilied  on  Inxiru 
the  “ Jennie  Ilopknis,''  J.m.  11,  '65. 

Daniel  AA'hiimore,  -.  P(4.  Illinois  Inf. 

Josi'ph  AA’hite,  — , 82. 

l)avid  AA'iley,  E,  141.  en.  May.  (4,  m.  o.  .Aug..  '('4. 

Lewis  Zeigler,  B,  .57.  en.  .Sept.,  '(>1,  died  .It  Shiloh,  1 euu. 
.April  4.  '62. 
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lished  in  the  Daily  Sentinel  of  January  30,  1H95.  I 
A few  names  were  added  to  the  list,  and  then  the 
Adjutant-General’s  re[)ort  searched  for  the  record 
of  each  soldier. 

i 

Keii!)i’n  Alibott,  C,  144,  en.  May,  'U4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ‘(>4. 

.Melville  L.  Abbott,  A,  lUti,  en.  Aug.,'fi2,  ciis.  for  tli,^.  June,'*;;!. 
|ose[)h  .Anderson,  K,  21,  en.  Aug., '01,  rlis.  for  dis.  .March, 
'02,  and  1),  80,  June,  '02,  di.s.  dated  Feb.,  '04. 

Henj.  Mb  -Anderson,  1),  8fi,  en.  June,  '02,  in.  o.  Feb.,  '04. 
lohn  .A.  .Anderson,  C,  Nii,  en.  May,  '02,  in.  o.  .Sept.,  '02. 
lames  I).  .Anderson,  F,  144,  en.  .May,  '04,  in.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

Albert  \\b  -Anderson,  K,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '02,  died  at  Raleigh,  ! 
X.  C.,  June  10,  'Oi.a. 

William  O.  -Anderson,  .A,  182,  en.  Sept.,  '04,  liied  Xov.  b,  '04, 
at  Loiiis'.ille,  Ky. 

Henry  E.  -Ashley,  B.  Ill,  en.  May,  '04,  in.  o.  .Aug.,  '01.  ! 

(leorge  .Augustine,  K,  21.  im.  .Aug..  '01,  tr.  to  Batt.  21,  L.  .A. 
Hiram  .Augustine,  K,  21.  cn.  .Se[it.,  01,  m.  o.  as  Cor[n)r.il, 
July,  'O.A. 

.Silas  .Augustine,  F,  144,  en.  May,  't'4,  in.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

Thomas  J.  .Avery,  C,  21.  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  dis.  for  dis.  .Aug.  0,  '02, 
and  C,  144,  com.  2d  I.ieiit.  .Alay,  '04,  in.  o.  -Aug.,  '04. 

.Amos  Barr,  .A.  14,  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  died  ;it  Lexington,  Ky., 
Xov.  28,  01, 

John  II.  Barr,  .A,  '07,  en.  X'o\'.,  '(it,  sub.,  m.  o.  Xov.,  '0.7. 

John  f'.  Barr.  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '02,  cap.,  par.  '02,  ni.  o.  '07, 
Robert  H.  Barr,  1,  '08,  en.  (let.,  '01,  re-en.  in  C.  144.  apjit. 

Sergt.  .May,  '04,  cap.  near  Berry ville,  m.  o.  .March,  '05. 
Robert  W.  Barr,  .A,  14,  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  dis.  for  dis.  .Aug.,  '02. 
Thomtis  \Ab  Barr,  G,  14,  Sergt.,  .Aug.,  '01,  to  Julv,  '01.  ! 

l)<iniel  Barr,  K,  185,  en.  Jan.,  '05,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '05.  \ 

AVilliam  T.  B.irr,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '02.  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par.  | 
Dec..  '02,  m.  o.  May,  '05.  1 

William  Bartells,  C,  144,  en.  M.iv,  '04,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04.  1 

.Alex.  A\b  Boyce.  I),  80,  0 months,  en.  C,  144,  .ALiv  to  -Aug., 
'04,  en.  in  K,  185,  Jan..  '05,  m.  o.  -Se[)t.,  '05. 

.Alonzo  C.  1’.  Boyce,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  .Aug.  21,  '04. 
Charles  Biadley,  D,  '80,  en.  June,  '02,  m.  o.  Felt.,  '04.  ' 

Henry  Bostdorf,  C.  21,  en.  .Aug., '01,  rlied  Jan.  12.  '02,  at 
Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  buried  at  Stone  River,  I'enn. 
Janies  X.  FJradlev,  1),  80,  en.  June,  '02,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '04. 

Charles  H.  Brown,  1),  80,  en.  lune,  '02,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '04. 

.Ant'tiony  Burns,  .A,  BmJ,  O.  A'.  I.  , 

David  Carter,  K.  185,  en.  C,  144,  May,  01,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04, 
en,  in  185,  Jan.,  '05,  m.  o.  .Sejit.,  '05. 

Jeremiah  Carti-r,  I),  8(t,  en.  June,  '02,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '01. 

John  Carter,  .A,  14,  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  dis.  at  Atlanta,  .Sept., '04.  | 

AV  illitim  Carter,  K,  185,  tm.  Jan.  '05,  m.  o.  Mav,  '05. 

Ferry  Carti-r.  I),  11,  en.  June,  01,  died  ;it  Carthage,  Tenn., 
.A[iril  10,  '02. 

Charles  Clough,  .A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  '02,  cap.  ;it  Limestone  Sta., 
ret.  June,  '04,  m.  o.  .Aug.  '05. 

AA  illiam  T.  Cludy,  — , 72.  en.  Dec.,  '01,  en.  2,  H.  .Art.,  served 
to  close  of  war. 

fieorge  AA'.  Clutter,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  pro.  Sergt.,  dis.  for 
dis.  July,  '04. 

8amuel  Cooley,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  m.  o.  as  Corporal, 
July,  '05. 

Henry  Crass,  L,  2,  Cav.,  en.  -Sept.,  '01,  died  at  Tuscumbia, 

-A hi.,  June  25,  '02. 

John  \A'.  Crum,  .A,  40,  en,  .Aug..  '01,  dis.  for  dis.  Julv,  02. 

Alartin  S.  Daven[>ort,  .A,  loo,  en.  July,  '02.  m.  o.  lune,  '05. 
James  D.u  is,  K.  185,  en.  f eb., '05.  m.  o.  Sept.,  '05, 

D.  AA'.  II.  Day,  K,  1 1 1.  en.  .Aug., '02.  [U'o.  Capt.,  and  .A.  (2- M.,  | 
.May,  Til.  m.  o.  Xo\  .,  '05. 

John  De\  !in.  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  (*2,  m.  o.  |une.  '05. 

Aaron  E.  Dennis,  21,  I,  B.  L.  .A.,  en.  Dec  , '<’2,  died  at  Cum- 
berland G.ip,  Xo^-.,  '02. 

loliii  1- Idriilge.  C,  144,  en.  M ay,  '01,  III.  o.  .Aug  , '04. 

Robert  I'.ldridge,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  T>2,  c.or.  '02,  Sergt.,  '(14, 

III.  o.  June,  '05. 

John  f.  Idliott,  .A,  lo(J,  en.  .Aug.,  (ij,  cap.  at  Limestone  .Sta., 
ret.  to  Kegt.  .April,  '05,  m.  o.  June,  '05, 
banli^rd  1 ay,  D,  80,  en.  June,  02,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '04.  ' 


James  Freeman,  FZ,  07,  en.  Jan.,  '01,  abs.  in  hosp,  Sept.,  1.  '05. 

John  Ford,  .A,  B)0,  en.  July.  '02,  m.  o.  June,  '05. 

rhomas  Ford,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '02.  m.  o,  as  Cor.,  June,  '05. 

Samuel  Ford,  K,  111. 

James  AA'.  French,  D,  80,  en.  June,  '02,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '04. 

John  Gibson,  .A,  182,  en.  .Sept.,  '01,  m.  o.  July.  05. 

.Andrew  Glenn,  .A,  14,  en.  -Aug.,  '01,  cap.  at  Chicktimaiiga. 
dis.  .April,  '05.  A'eferan. 

Thomtis  Gflenn,  -A.  14,  en.  .Aug., '01.  m.  o.  as  Cor.  July, '05. 

(deorge  AA'.  Hartman,  H,  '07,  en.  Dec.,  '02,  ni.  o.  I)ec.,  '05. 

Henry  G.  Hixon,  C,  7,  and  C,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '02,  dis.  for  dis. 
I Line,  '04. 

Will.  Hoagman. 

Frank  .A.  h'es,  C,  144,  en.  .M.iy.  '01.  ni.  o,  -Aug.,  '04. 

Lee  M.  Klopfenstein,  K,  185,  ;ind  C,  144,  en.  in  144.  M<iv.'04, 
in.  o.  -Aug.,  '04;  en.  in  185,  J;m.,  '05,  m.  o.  Seju..  '05. 

Joseph  Klopfenstein,  .A,  lOO,  en.  July,  ‘02,  cap.  at  Limestone 
.Sta..  ret.  to  regt.  June,  '04,  m.  o.  June.  '05. 

Chtirles  AA'.  Lamb,  G,  144,  en.  May, '01,  m.  o.  .Aug., '01.  re-en. 
- in  K,  185,  Musici.in,  in  Jan.,  '05,  m,  o.  .Sejit.,  '05. 

CX  rus  .S.  Lamb,  K,  185.  en.  J.in.,  '05,  m.  o.  June,  '05. 

AA’.  G.  Lamb,  M.  D.,  1,  08,  en.  .Xo\  .,  '01,  [iro.  Com.  .Serg.  Xov. 
27,  '01. 

Joshua  R.  Lamb,  K,  185,  en.  Feb..  '05.  m.  o.  Sept.,  '05. 

H.  Lamb,  H,  07,  en.  M.irch,  '01,  111  v.  Dec.,  '05. 

Timothy  Lawler,  D.  Ill,  en.  .Aug.,  02,  woumled  Xow,  '04. 
dis.  for  wounds,  M.iv,  '05. 

Daniel  Liston,  K,  21.  en.  .Aug.,  '01.  dis.  for  dis.  ALirch,  '02. 

James  Lovvell,  D,  8t;,  ( >,  \'.  I.,  died  Dec.  21,  'ii2,  at  Cuinber- 
hmd  G.ip,  Tenn. 

AA'illiam  Lo'vell,  on  gunboat  on  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Charles  Lundy,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '01,  m.  o.  Sept.,  04 

James  Lundy,  C,  21,  en.  -Au,g.,  '61.  wounde'l  July  h,  '04,  m.  o. 
July, '05. 

John  R,  Lundy,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  -Aug..  04. 

Charles  L.  Moore,  -A,  Ball,  en.  .Aug..  '02.  dis.  for  lIis.  July,  0.2. 

J.  McCoy. 

Robert  .Alunii,  C.  144,  en.  May,  '01,  ni.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

Conrad  Xoble,  K,  185. 

Fitzland  D.  Xoble,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '04.  ca[).  near  Bi  rryville, 
m.  o.  March,  '05. 

Irving  -A;  -X'oble,  C.  7,  en.  June,  '01.  capi.  at  Cross  Lanes.  A a.. 
.Aug.  20,  '01;  ex.  and  ni.  o.  Julv,  '04.  .Also  Lieut.  ;ind 
Capt.,  C,  182,  m.  o.  July.  '('5. 

AA'illiam  R.  Xoves,  C,  141,  Ma>.  t>4,  to  .Aug.,  Tl.  .Also 
Sergt.  in  K,  185  from  Jan.,  05,  to  iii.  o.  ot  Co..  Sept..'i5. 

Henry  T.  Xye,  -A,  14,  en.  July,  '01,  dis.  for  dis.  .A[)ril,  '02,  at 
Shiloh. 

.Andrew  Olds,  K,  1 1 1,  en.  .Aug.,  '02.  killed  at  Restica  M.iv 
14,  04. 

Ferdinand  (Aids,  K.  Ill,  en.  -Aug.,  '02.  ilis.  for  dis.  Dec.,  '(82. 

Henrv  Olds.  C,  144.  en  May, '04.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

George  R.  Fennell,  -A,  14,  en.  .Aug.,  01,  m.  o.  as  Cor]ioral 
July,  '05. 

Xoah  IF  Fhilhps,  H,  07,  en.  (5ct.,  'Ol,  die  I at  Hampton.  A .u. 
.Aug.  lO,  '02. 

David  Philips,  F.  25.  en.  Oct.,  '01,  ni.  o.  Oct.,  '05. 

-Aaron  Phillips,  .A,  14,  en.  .Aug.,  '(>1,  m.  o.  Sent..  '04. 

Devalson  Pike.  C,  21,  en.  .Aug., '01,  die  1 at  Louis\  ille.  K\., 
Jan.  5,  '0.2. 

H.  H.  Poe,  I,  (18,  C.ipt.  Dec.,  (>1.  m.  o.  tFt..  '01. 

Daniel  AA'.  Poe,  1,  111,  lom.  1st  Lieut.  .Aug.,  '02.  ri'signul 
March,  '01. 

George  J.  Poe,  1.  Ill,  en.  .Aug.,  '02,  w uimlei!  Xov  11, 

III.  o.  June.  '05. 

John  J.  Poe,  (-',  111.  en.  AFiv,  (>l.  c.io.  mir  B ri  \ \ ilh-,  dual 
in  Salisbury  prison  Dec.  18,  '01. 

.A.  B.  Po'.',  Chaplain.  72d  ( ).  A'.  1. 

John  Porter.  K,  185,  en.  J.in.,  '05,  m o.  Sept.,  '05. 

Chris.  Porti-r,  B,  111,  i n.  Aug.,  '02.  dis.  J.in.,  '0  1,  en.  K.  1.8  v 
Jan..  (15,  III.  o.  .beiit.,  '05. 

D.iv  id  11 . Rich. li  ds.  D.  80.  en.  .All  g.,  '0  1,  m.  o.  Feb.,  'o  1.  eii.  t . 
114.  M.iv,  '01.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  OF 

Charles  H.  Roliinsnu.  I..  2 thi\ .,  en.  .8i-pt.,  (>1.  ni.  o,  ( F t.,  i>F 

Thom  i-  Rile,  A,  182.  ell.  Aii'g.,  ('>1.  Ill  o.  |ul\.  '••5. 

Britton  Ru-<sell.  K.  21,  e 1.  .An;.,  '02,  u > i;i  I ■ 1 .Au;.,  11,  '•! 
dis.  for  ilis.  June,  '05. 
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WOOD  COrXTY,  OHIO. 


1 


Charles  W.  Russ(.ll,  •21.  1.  B.  L.  A.,  en.  March,  'H:i,  lu.  u. 
wiUi  battery,  I illy,  'W>. 

James  Russell,  I),  21.  eii.  Atie  , '(il.  dis.  for  ills.  Aii".  4.  'tvj. 

Jolin  Russell.  K.  21,  en.  -Sept.,  ’lil,  pro.  C'oi'p.  ami  Sergt..  dis. 
|iilv,  (io. 

Juse[)h  Russell,  K.  21,  en.  ,\ug., 'n],  ca[>.  at  Chickainaiiga, 
ni.  o.  Jan.,  'fi,'). 

.Archibald  S.irgeiit,  C',21,  en.  Aug.,  'til,  ni.  o.  Sept.,'ti4. 

julin  W.  Sargent,  (1.  144,  Musician  from  Ma\-  to  .Aug.,  'l>4. 

Win.  Sh-ninon,  H,  Co,  en.  Nov.,  'hi,  tr.  1 Ra.  1..  .Art. 

.Asher  Simons.  A,  bid,  en.  .Aug.,  '(>2.  cap.  at  Limestone  St;i., 
died  in  Richmom.l  prison,  Xirv.  4,  '(>d. 

.A.  .Shi\el\',  s.iid  to  have  been  of  ;!,  C.iv.,  com.  C'ol. 

John  .Stac\,  Mu'.iiian  44tli  Indiana  Infantrw 

John  J.  Shinew,  C,  144.  en.  Ma\-.  '<i4,  m.  o.  .\ng.,  'hi. 

John  X.  Stacy,  H,  't.iT,  en.  Dec.,  '<>d,  m.  o.  Dec.,  h'). 

W'm.  Stac\-,  K,  21,  en.  Se[it.,  'f'2,  |iru.  Cm’,  dis.  June,  '()•'>. 

James  St.ics',  1,  21  (•'!  nios.).  fi’oni  .April  to  .Aug.,  'til. 

\\'m.  .\.  Stacy.  C,  1 14.  en.  .May,  'h4,  ni.  o.  Aug.,  '<'>4. 

Wright  (,).  .Stacy,  C,  14  4,  en.  May,  'fi4,  m.  o.  .Aiig.,  '('4. 

Alon/.o  Sheffer,  (4.  bSh,  en.  Jan.,  'fi.a,  m.  o.  M.iv,  'tin. 

Wm.  Smith,  .\,  |s;2,  en.  Sept.,  '<4,  m.  o.  Julv,  'ti-'i. 

Wm,  4'.  .Smith,  t..  141,  en.  .\biy,  'l'4. 

Albert  Tluirstin,  hh  111.  en.  .Aug.,  'f'2,  m.  o.  June,  '(>•;>. 

A-  L.  Thurstin.  C.  Idu,  and  in  X.i\  \-,  en.  in  RK),  May,  't4, 
111.  (:.  Sept.,  T4. 

Stanley  R.  Tluirstin,  C,  Idti,  en.  Ma\',  ’f4,  in.  o.  Sept.,  ’f>4, 
M usicia  n. 

Wesles'  .S.  Tluirstin.  D,  11  1,  com.  I Sergt.  Co.  K,  -Aug.,  '<12, 
pro.  Capt.,  Mav,  'tin,  m.  o.  June,  'Ho. 

John  Tracy,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '<4.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  ’<14. 

Martin  Tracy,  K,  111,  en.  .\tig.,  'tl2,  died  at  l.otiisville,  Nov. ,'(12. 

Robert  rmienvood,  D,  8(1,  en.  June,  'do.  in.  o.  T'eh.,  '('4. 

Gideon  I’ndenvood.  C,  141,  en.  May,  '(4,  lu.  o.  Aug.,  '('4. 

Honrv  \'all.ance,  K,2i,  en.  Feb.,  (14,  killed  near  Kenesaw 
■ .Mt..  .May  81.  '(4. 

John  A'allance,  K,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '(14. 

CAeo.  14.  \ annette.  11.  (17.  en.  March  21,  dl,  m.  o.  June,  'do, 
at  Fortre.->s  Monrm.-  hospital. 

Samuel  B.  \’ail,  .\,  4K,  en.  Fel)..'tl4,  killed  at  Pickett’s  Mills, 
M.iy  27,  ’(4. 

Charles  P.  \'ail,  .A.  4K,  Musician,  en.  F'eb.,  ’t4,  m.  o. Nov.,  'do. 

John  Walters,  ,21. 

Jtditis  VVtdker.  R,  LS-r,  en.  C.  144,  M,iv,  ’(4,  m.o.  .Aug.,  ’(4, 
en.  in  l8o,  Jan.,  '(!•'),  m.o.  Si'pt.,  'd-7. 

Morris  \\  alker,  K.  1S.7,  en.  bin.,  'd.').  in.  o.  Sept.  'do. 

Willi, im  AV.iikiu',  .A,  Pin,  en.  .Aug.,  ’(12.  ca|i.  at  Limestone  Sta., 
ni.  o.  J line,  'do. 

William  AA'alker,  G.  111.  en,  Dec.,  'do,  tr.  to  Co.  B,  killed  at 
N’nslu  ille,  Dec.  lo,  ’(4. 

Lyman  AA’.dker,  D,  Mi,  en.  June,  'G8,  m.  o.  Feb.,  ’(4. 

Joseph  A\’inklepleck. 

Rudolph  Williams,  .A,  111.  en.  .Aug.,  '(>2.  pro.  2 Lieut,  from 
Sergt. -Maj.,  1 eh.,  'tl-o,  Dt  Lieut.  .March,  (4,  m.  o. 
June,  'd.7. 

George  AA  . AA'nght,  R.  21,  en.  .Seiit.,  'dl,  m.  o.  as  Coriior.il, 
Julv,  'do. 

John  AA'right,  I,  21  (8  monthsi,  and  7 N.  A".  11.  .Art. 

Henry  11.  A’onker,  C,  1 44,  en.  M.iy,  '(14,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '(14. 

M.idison  A’onker.  C,  144,  en.  ALu',  ’(4.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  ’(4. 


FREEDOM  TOWNSHIIL 


The  fouriiJation  ol  this  ro-ster  aii'l  rocoril  was 
made  at  Femhcrtille  in  September,  il'Dy,  when 
the  commtinder  and  several  comrades  of  the 
Oratid  .-Armv  Post,  sticfi  ;is  Messr.s.  ('.intield, 
1‘air,  I'd'di,  iPtlh.tuay,  D.i\idson  and  others,  le- 
viewed  tlie  nanic.s  of  iaimlies  residing  within  the 


township  boundaries  before  the  war.  atul  bv  the 
aid  of  memory  ordered  the  majorit}’  of  the  foL 
lowin;^  names  to  be  recorded.  Since  that  time 
the  Adjutant-General's  reports  have  been  care- 
fully searched,  the  records  of  soldiers  added  to 
the  roster,  and  this  roster  and  record  form  the 
result. 

I’ivrson  .Abels,  72,  buried  in  Chestniil  Ridge  Ceineterv. 
Ambrose  .Alexandi-r.  1,  21,  en.  .April,  'dl,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'dl. 
Theodore  Alexander.  L,  8 Cav.,  en.  Aug.,  '(12,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'd-7. 
Samuel  Aultiuan,  R,  21. 

N.  Brandeberry.  injured  in  xiri'ck  near  Perrysburg, 

Sept.  22,  'd8. 

James  Banks,  R,  21.  served  lull  term. 

.Alfred  Battels,  R.  21,  drafted  Aug.,  ’d2,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'd8. 

.A .iron  Basor. 

AA'.’  Henry  Basor,  D,  72,  en,  Nov,,  '(11,  cap.  near  Rnp'.e'.- 
M iss. , m.  (1.  j iiiU',  ’d'A. 

John  Basor,  F',,  141,  en.  May.  '('4.  in.  o.  Aug.,  'd4,  irnured  in 
wreck  Sept.,  ’(18. 

.S.muiel  B.isor,  injured  in  wreck  near  Perrysburg,  SepU.  22.  'li-l. 
N’a[)oleon  B.  Benedict.  M,  8 Ca\’..  en.  N'o\-.,  (.11 . wounded. 

dieil  at  A’ining  Sta.,  Ga..  Sejit.  >!.  '(14. 

.Samuel  Bolles,  G.  1 Lieut.  .Art.,  en.  Aug.,  'tl2.  killed,  at 
Franklin.  Nov.  8i-(,  '(14. 

Geo.  Bowers,  injureil  in  wreck  Si'iit.  22.  '(18,  near  Per’-j.s- 
burg,  i )hio. 

AA’m.  Bruning,  C.  144,  i n.  Mav.  '(’4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  ’d4. 

Daniel  Bushnell,  I,  21,  April,  'dl.  to  in.  o.  Aug.,  'dl;  then  ea. 

in  G,  1,  ( ).  L.  .Art.,  Aug.,  '(12,  m.  o.  June,  'd.A. 

Sherman  Bushnell,  R,  21,  tn.  Aug.,  '(12,  wounded,  died  ai 
Cincinnati,  .Aprd  11,  '68. 

Augustus  Calkins,  F.,  144,  en.  May,  (4.  m.  o.  .Aug  , '(’4. 
.Alfred  B.  C.irey,  1,  21  (8  mos.),  en.  .A[>ril,  'dl,  m.  o.  Aug.. 
Thorn  Case,  R,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '(11,  wounded  at  .Atlanta,  diedi 
July  -22.  '('4. 

Cl. Ilk  Chajiiu. 

Henry  Clavmver.  If.  144,  en.  Mav,  '(4,  in.  o.  Aug.,  <4. 

Henrv  F.  Clifford,  L,  8 Caw.  en.  Dec.,  'do,  a|>.  Cor.,  m. 
June,  'do. 

Jonathan  Conser,  injured  in  wi  eck  ne.ir  Perrysburg.  i >iiu  . 
Sejit.  22,  '(18. 

John  Cornwell,  .A,  Bid,  en.  July.  'd'2.  captured  at  I.imest.  rc 
Sta.,  killed  m explosion  of  "Sult.ina,"  .April  27,  'do. 
Josejih  Cr<i\s,  injured  in  wreck  Sept.  '22,  d.'l,  while  < n 
to  camp  at  Toledo. 

Samuel  Crays.  21.  72  and  Idb,  en.  Co.  1,  .April  21,  ni.  o.  .Atig.. 
'(11,  en.  1).  72,  No\ .,  dl,  dis.  for  dis.  t (ct.,  ’(>2.  s.ud  t- 
ha\e  re-enhsti'd. 

Hi-nry  C'nsler,  . 1^1*. 

'Thomas  De\ me,  C,  72,  Musici.in,  en.  N'm  ., 'ill,  rn.  o.  Dei-., '<4. 
Henry  Deihl,  F.  144.  mustered  as  ,i  Musician. 

Ilaniel  Dw\er,  1-,  2,  FI.  Art.,  en.  Jnlv,  '(18,  m.  o.  Aug.. 

John  Dusing,  L,.'lCav..  en.  Sept.,  (11,  pro.  Serg't,  '<4,2  l.ieu’. 

No\'.,  '(4,  1 Lieut.  1' ft).,  (Id. 

Daniel  Diits,  , ls:',i. 

Richard  F'.ggleston,  soldier  of  DI  J,  buried  in  .Scotch  Rivig'- 
Cenieter\ . 

Flisha  Fair,  R,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  'dl,  died  at  Murfroesboro,  M.n 
7,  '(18. 

Leonard  Fair,  R,21.  en.  .Aug.,  ’('d.  died  .it  Cincinn.iti.  1 o'v 
•22,  '(’>2. 

Isaac  l air,  R,  21,  en.  .Aug.  'dJ,  si  r\ed  iint.l  June,  'dd. 

Joseph  I'inli  v,  1).  72,  en.  Noi'.,  'dl.  kilU-d  near  Riplev,  Mis-  . 

June,  '(>4.  ^ 

AA'illi.im  Finhi)  , 8 t'.iv.,  >rr\  eil  full  term, 

PetiT  1- isher.  R,  21.  en.  .Aug.  'dl.di'd  .it  Nashiille,  >vK. 
•22,  (18. 

D.miel  Fish.(l.  1,  [ . .Art.,  en.  M.ireh.  (4,  pro.  Corp..  in.  e 
.Ang.,  '(Id. 

Ileniv  ! i,-h,  , hS'.i,  , SCI  \ ed  bill  term. 

I.mi'  s I-  ish.  ( 1.  1 , I ..  .Art.,  en.  .Al.na  h.  <'i  I,  m.  le  .Aug  . 

AAblli.im  1 Ish,  R,  21,  en.  >epl.  t'd,  m.  o.  >epi..  '.p 
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llt-nry  Frt.'nch, , 18'.'. 

Ailiert  Fnjm-y,  C,  144.  cn.  May,  T)-l;  si'r\’Cil  as  1st  Si.Ti;'t  to 
Anij.,  V4. 

lo.^t'ph  Fuller,  a soldier  of  buried  m trjwnsaii). 

Cassander  Floyd.  F,  144,  en.  .May,  ii(,  m.  Au'.t.,  '114. 

|ohn  Hathaway,  J-1,  144,  en.  M.iy,  't;4,  m.  o.  .Aiy.;.,  di4,  injured 
in  wreck  Se|it.  'i'J,  'ti;!. 

Philip  Harnes,  K.  L'l. 

Flislia  Harris,  K,  -?i,  en.  .-Vae.,  '(il,  dis.  for  tlis.  Oct.,  4'i‘i,  died 
at  Xashv  ille,  N'o\-.  ‘Jd,  VrJ. 

Ransom  Harris,  K,  ‘il.  en.  .Atea;..  4;i,  dis.  for  di.s.  Julv,  '(ii. 

Philip  Harnes,  K,  il,  senx'd  full  term. 

.Adolph  Hawkins,  a soldier  of  181  i,  buried  on  or  near  the 
townshiji  line. 

Daniel  Hathaway,  a soldier  of  18li,  buried  on  or  near  the 
township  line. 

Henry  Heckman,  K,  il,  en.Sept.,  't;i.  ni.  o.  July,  '64. 

Henry  dV.  Hoodlebrink,  C.  144,  en.  .Mav.  '64,  m.  o.  -\ug.,  '64. 

Iciseph  H.  Hornbeck,  K,  il.  and  Ideut.  in  i .Ala.  Cav.,  en.  m 
il,  Aue.,  'cd,  j,ro.  1 Lieut.,  1 .Ala.  Reet.,  julv,  '6i. 

Herman  S.  Isbell,  1,  il,  en.  .April, '61.  m.  o.  .Aue,.'61. 

W'illi.ain  Isbell.  F,  144,  served  fidl  term. 

Martin  Johnson,  died  in  Camp  Dennison. 

.\ueustus  Keel,  C,  114. 

.\lbert  Keyes,  soldier  of  181i,  buried  in  the  Fish  cenieterv. 

Justis  Keyes,  G,  1,  F.  .Vrt.,  en.  .\uy.,  '6i,  ilied  at  Xash\  ille, 

! )rc.  •!( ),  '6'i. 

S.imuel  Keyes.  F 144,  en.  .May,  '6.'-!,  m.  o.  .Aue.,  '64,  injured 
in  wreck  near  i’erryshure,  Se|)t.  ii,  '6d. 

Fphraim  Keyes,  G.  1,  F .Art.,  en.  .Any.,  '6i,  m.  o.  June,  '62. 

Cyrus  M.  Kelly,  1..  i,  H.  .\rt.,  en.  Juls',  '66.  m.  o.  .Auit.,  'f'd. 

Newton  Kelly. 

David  Keeson,  F,  1 44.  en.  May.  '64,  m.  o.  .AuEt-,  64. 

John  Kistner.  11,  li"^.  en.  -Aiu:.,  ’6'4,  m.  o.  July.  'ti-d. 

Rosal  F.  Lewis,  K,  il,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  tr.  to  Fnemeer  Corps 
Aue.,  6i4,  died  m Dec.,  1810. 

I lenry  Finkev,  — . 144. 

Henrv  lamyc  injured  in  wreck  near  Perrvsbure,  Ohio,  Sept, 
' -ii.  '66. 

Geortie  C.  Fony,  G.  1,  F.  .\rt.,  en.  March,  '64.  dis.  for  dis. 
C)ct.,  '6i4. 

Wallace  Main  .im.l  Sanford  Main  were  in  the  service. 

I'.lihu  H.  Mason,  K,  il,  en.  Co.  1,  il,  m.  o.  .Aue.,  (il,  en.C'o. 
K,  re-en.  .Autf..  't'd,  pro.  1 Fieut.,  I' eb., '66,  participated 
in  the  Mitchell  R.iid.escain  d thedeath  penaltv,  erantr-d 
medal  by  Congress,  Jul>',  '6i. 

Geo.  .McCrarv,  .Sr.,  served  in  Me.xican  \\|r. 

(deo.  McCrary,  Ji'. 

.Alfred  Mr  Creary. 

\'inel  F.  McCrarv.  F,  h,  C.iv,,  (.-n.  .Auc:.,  '66.  m.  o.  julv,  '6.1. 

John  McMean,  6 Caw 

Isaac  .McCone,  K,  il,  en.  .Auec..  '6i.  dis.  [une,  '(m. 

f rancis  Moselv,  dieil  at  Cam]i  Dennison. 

I'homa.s  Mosley,  K.il,  en.  -Aue.,  '61,  died  Oct.  Pi,  '6i,  at 
Nashville. 

George  Ms  ers,  K,  il,  en.  .Sept., '61,  killed  nearKenesaw  Mt„ 
.May  61,  '('4. 

Charles  Myers,  K,  ‘21,  en.  Sept..  '^>1,  m.  o.  as  C'orp.,  lulv,  6.d. 

Silas  II.  .Munsell,  C,  144,  served  full  term. 

lohn  .M\crs,  K,  21.  i-n  .\ue;..  '('>1,  killed  .it  Stone  River.  D(;c. 
61.  '6>‘2. 

Abel  F.  Norri.s,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '(>4,  m.  o.  .\utt.,  't4. 

-Mbert  F.  Norris,  tl.  1 F.  en.  .March,  (4.  m.  o.  .Xul;.,  (i.d. 

Nathan  ( )r\\  iEt. 

.\ndrew  and  John  ()ele,  were  in  the  service. 

■Mexander  I.  i 'cde,  ] ),  Ti,  en.  N'm ..  'ill . m.  o.  |aii.  1,  '66. 

John  Palii.rson,  K,  il,  com.  id  Fieut.  Sept.,  '61,  pro.  1st 
Fieut.  Co.  C,  Dec.  id,  '6i. 

Sydnev  R.  Patterson,  K,  il , en.  .\i|o..'61 , dis.  for  dis.  .\|iril.'66. 

•Stillwell  i’ember,  K.  il.  en.  f eb.,  '64,  m.  o.  lulv,  '6.’>. 

Dali. IS  S.  Peiiiber.  F.  i IF  .\rt.,  en.  .\ue;.,  il:!,  m.  o.  .\ueT.,  '6'i. 

Dennis  j.  Pember,  F,  i H.  ,\rt..  en.  July,  '66,  died  f eb.  14. 

• 4,  in  Ky. 

OraiU'e  H.  Powers.  l.,i  H.  .\rl.,  en.  | ul\ , t>i).  ru.  o.  .\iie.,  li-T. 

James  I’oaees,  K.  il.  en.  .'.uc;., '61,  i.tp.  .it  Chickam.uie.i, 
died  Dec.  8,  '61,  in  .\ndersonville. 


joseiili  J.  Peojiles,  L,  i H.  .\rt.,  en.  June,  '6.'!,  died  ( ).:t.  l-'i.  '('4. 
in  Teiin. 

Martin  Powers,  K,  il,  en.  .Au,_t..  '62,  dis.  for  dis.  |ul\'.  'i'6. 

.Simon  Price,  F,  2 H.  Art.,  en.  June.  '66,  m.  o.  .\iie..  '6>-T. 

Hiram  H.  Powers,  K,  21 . en.  .Aiie..  6.1 . tr.  to  \'.  R.  C.,  .\.pril.'6  }. 

, 'I'homas  Price,  known  to  have  served  in  .trrny.. 

I Ephraim  Purcell,  K,  21,  en.  .Aiie.,  62,  cap.  .it  C'hick<miau_''.!. 

I died  in  I)an\  ille  ju'ison.  .\pril  i(i,  '('4. 

I John  Purcell.  1),  72.  en.  M.irch.  '64,  cap.  near  Riplev.  .Miss., 
died  in  .\ndersonville,  Aiict.  61.  '6i4. 

IF  P'.  Purcell,  1).  Ti.  en.  Now,  '61,  died  .it  Mem|‘ihis,  Teiin.. 
Jul\  la,  '6;!. 

Evan  Reese,  D,  Ti,  < let.,  't'd,  dw.  for  dis.  M.irch  ii.  'lii. 

Hyron  Rockwood,  1,  21  (6  mos.),  and  K.  "21,  en.  for  tliree 
years,  Sejit..  'til.  wounded  Julv  Ih.  't>4,  m.  ii.  [ulv.  'il.'i. 

Morris  Reese,  P),  Ti,  en.  ( )ct.,  '61,  iiro.  id  Fieut.  Sept..  '62, 
1st  Lieut.,  .April. 'i!4,  c.ip.  mar  Ripley.  Miss.,  m.  o. 
.April,  '(E). 

P'rank  RoiCers,  K,  21.  en.  P'eb.,  '(i4.  m.  o.  July,  'li-T. 

John  Reese,  1),  Ti,  en.  .Srpi.,  '(ii,  cap.  ne.ir  Riplev,  .Nliss., 
died  at  W'illet's  Point,  X.  April  ."),  '(i-a. 

Oliver  .A.  Sanders,  1.  21  (6  mos.l,  K.il,  en.  .Auy..  '>1,  dis.  for 
dis.  June,  '(ii. 

P'.mer\-  M.  Sanders,  I,  21,  en.  .April,  '(il  |6  mos.i,  m.  o.  .Any.,  ''il. 

Charles  H.. Sanders,  l.il  (6  mos.'.c'n.  .April,  (il,  m.  o.  .\.uy.,  V.]. 

Chauncey  .Stephens,  I,  21  (il  mos.l,  K.  21,  en.  in  CM.  1.  .\:iril. 
'•il , m.  o.  .Any.,  (il. 

Geo.  IF  Scott.  I.  21.  and  il  Cav.,  en.  .Cjiri!.  'til,  m.  o.  .\uy.,'til, 
re-en.  in  I,,  6 Caw.  Dec.,  '6;!,  m.  o.  .Vuy.,  •i-'"). 

Henry  .Stine,  served  in  the  144th. 

Thomas  Sawver,  K,  21,  en.  Sent.,  til.  died,  .it  Fouis\  i!le.  Kv.. 
P el).  6,''6'2. 

Philip  .Smith,  Capt.  F,  144.  May  to  .Any.,  'ti4. 

Henrv  Scherman,  seiwed  m the  111th. 

Fred  Schroder,  •').  E.  ,'s.  Inf.,  died  in  .Andersoiu  ille  prison. 

Daniel  Schubert,  served  in  some  reyiment. 

Charles  Stabler,  inj.  in  wreck  near  Perrysbury,  Sept.  22,  '(>  1. 

Fevi  and  |oseph  Fucker. 

William  PF  Tucker,  1. 21,  en.  .April,  (il,  m.  o.  .\uy.,  '61.  F.. 

4'.t,  en.  .\uy.,  (il,  dis.  Feb.,  t.ii. 

Phlward  Tucker,  served  tliree  months. 

I’eter  Treiianier,  served  in  some  reyiment. 

John  \'anetten.  P',  144.  en.  May,  'til,  m.  o.  .Any.,  '64. 

Solomon  \'an  Gilder,  soldier  of  Ikli.burieil  in  Scotch  Ri'lt  • 
e'emeterv'.  (.See  histor\'  of  cemeterv  in  cii.ipti’’  o: 

I Webster  township. I 

! W.  IF  Wicker.  1,  21.  R,  21,  com.  I .ieiit..  en.  for  s'.iort  term. 
I .April, '(il.  111.  II.  .\uy..''il,  en.  for  lony  term  in  Co.  K ,is 

1st  Fieut..  pro.  Cajit.  Co.  F,  .NFiy  PF  tl6. 
i P'red  Wilber,  1.  21  i6  mos.i,  en.  V’pril.  '61.  ni.  o.  .\iiy..''il. 

I David  N.  Wetmore,  K.  21.  en.  .\ii;y.,  'til,  cap.  Sept.  2 •,  'ii6. 
; m.  o.  J.muar)',  '('•'). 

Ebenezer  Wetmore.  K,  21,  en.  .\uy.,  '61. 

‘ PHbndye  Wetmore,  K.  2 1 . en.  .Any.. '61,  ca  ji.  at  Chickam  ."ya, 
m.  o.  March, '•')•■). 

Martin  1.  Wetmore,  1,  21,  and  K.  21,  en.  in  hitter  .mil  serw-  i 
full  term. 

Tavlor  Wickersh.im.  • 

Thomas  J.  Wickersh.im.  K,  T2.  en.  Now,  '61,  dis.  for  dis. 
i Dec.. '61. 


GK.ANl)  RAPIDS  TOWNSHII’. 

The  list  of  soliiicr,s,  on  which  the  tdllowiny 
roster  and  reconl  are  jtlaced,  was  w ritten  by  ('apt 
joiin  McLain  ;uid  others,  tvhile  life  record  w.is 
conipilet!  from  the  .\djntant-('iener.iFs  [lert.s.  aitd 
from  sttttemeiits  made  ht  soldieis  I't  (iian>l  R.ic 
ids,  Weston  andi  Miltoti  township.s,  and  .stil'mc- 
ted  to  Dr.  Hill.  IF  !•'.  Kerr,  john  .McLaijt  and 
other  veterans. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 
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Micliael  Aniandus,  II,  L'l,  cn.  Sept.,  '*>1,  killed  near  Kenesaw 
Mt.,  June  2'.t,  ’(‘>4. 

Weslev  Arnold.  A,  inii,  cn.  I'cc.,  'G.'!,  tr.  \'.  K.  C.,  Jan.,  T.5, 

B.  L.  Ashley,  1,  144.  en.  May,  'Ii4.  in.  n.  .is  Sergt.  -\ue.,  'I.i4, 

\V.  14.  Harlon,  B,  ‘J1  (dnios.i,  .\[)r.  to  .Ault  , dl 

Finlev  Barton,  1,  144,  en.  May  i,  '<>4,  .Musirian,  ca[i.  .Aul;. 
Id,  T)4,  in  action  near  Berryville,  died  in  prison  .it 
■Salisluiry,  X.  C.,  Nov.  Id,  't>4. 

William  R.  Barton,  1 , 144,  en.  M.iy  i,  (14,  wounded  July  !•, 
T>4,  in  battle  of  Monocacv,  Md.,  m.  o.  .Aug.  dl,  'G4. 

J.  I.  Barton,  .A,  lOil,  en.  .Aug.,  'ii'J,  cap.  .Si.’pt.  8.  'tid,  in  action 
at  Limestone  .St.n.  dietl  in  Libby  I’rison,  Dec.  o,  'Gd. 

Christopher  Baker,  1,  144,  en.  ,M;iy,  ’i>4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'G4. 

W.  .A.  Benschoter,  I,  144,  en.  .May,  'G4,  [n'o.  d Lieut.,  m.  ti, 
Sepit.,  'G4. 

J.  S.  Benschoter,  F,  SG,  cn.  Iulv4,  'Gd,  m.  o.  with  Companv  , 
Feb.  10,  ’r,4. 

J.  F.  Bassett,  I,  144,  en.  .May,  '<;4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  Ti4. 

IL  C.  Bortel.  l’  .8t>,  en.  June,  fid,  m.  o.  h eb.,  'G4. 

John  IL  Bortel,  .A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  'Gd,  [U'o.  .Sergt.,  (Oct.,  'G4, 
from  Cor.,  m.  o.  June,  (id. 

W'esley  Bortel,  1,  144,  .served  .May  to  -Aug.,  'G,4. 

Lewis  Bortlig  B,  ‘J1  (d  ino.s.i,  .A]iril  to  .Aug.,  'f'd. 

E.  W.  Borzard,  D,  111,  r:n..\iig.,  'fi‘_',  dis.  for  dis.  Feb.,  'G-d. 

Henry  Bossard,  11,  ('8,  en.  Dec.,  'Gd,  died  at  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.,  Aug.,  Ill,  'G4. 

Levi  Bortel,  II,  i'd,  en.  Dct..  Gl,  tlis.  for  dis.  Oct.,  'G2. 

Solomon  Bortel,  II,  'G8,  died  near  Pittsburg  Landing. 

Ell  Bresici',  D,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '02.  dis.  for  dis.  Feb.,  'Gd. 

Isaac  X.  Brown,  .A,  b»0,  en.  .Aug.,  'G2,  cap.  near  Limestone 
Sta.,  ret.  Jan.,  'Gd,  m.  o.  June,  'Gd. 

I.  X'ewton  Brown,  H,  G3,  en.  (let.  28,  'Gl,  m.  o.  (.)ct.  28,  ’G4. 

.Matthew  Brown,  II,  li^.  en.  X'ov.  8,  'Gl,  apptdi.  Cor]d.  .X't>\'.  1, 
'G4,  m.  o.  July  10.  'Gd. 

Samuel  Brown,  H,  il8,  en.  (Oct.  d,  'Gl,  apjitd.  Corjil.  July  2d, 
'G4,  m.  o.  July  in,  '(id.  \ eteran. 

Thomas  L).  Campbell,  h",  SG,  .M usician,  en.  June,  Gd,  m.  o. 
I'eb.,  (14. 

B.  .M.  Camirbell,  1-',  8G,  en.  June,  '(id,  m.  o.  Feb., 'G4,  served 
ahso  in  D,  1 1 1. 

John  H.  Campbell,  D,  111,  en.  .\ug. 'G2,  resigned  2nd  Lieut. 
Jan  , 'G4. 

John  Carder,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  'Gl,  W.'igoner,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '(14. 

C).  C.  Carr,  B,21  id  mos.i,  Capitain  from  .April  to  .Aug, 'Gl. 

Milo  Caton,  H,  21  (d  mos.),  com.  Se[it.  10,  'Gl.  c;ip.  at  Cliick- 
amauga,  r<  t.  .\Iav,  'Gd,  res'd.  June,  'Gd. 

.Vlphef.s  C.  Davis,  II,  (iS,  en.  Dec.,  '•>•'!,  died  Feb.  22,  'G4,  at 
N’icksburg. 

William  Davis,  I),  111,  en.  .Aug.  'G2,  dis.  for  dis.  .Aug.,  'Gd. 

Charles  W.  Davis,  .A,  128,  en.  -Aug.,  'G4,  m.  o.  June,  'Gd. 

Win.  Deputy,  11,21,  en.  ,8ept  . 'Gl , cap.  at  Chickamauga.  died 
in  Andersonville,  .May  G,  '(id. 

Levi  Drissback,  B,  ino.  en.  .Aug.,  'G2,  w'd.  at  Resaca.  c;ip. 
ne.ir  .Atlanta,  ret.  .May,  'Gd,  m.  o.  June,  'Gd. 

David  Donaldson,  I,  144,  i.-n.  .M;iy,  '(14,  aj)[itd.  Cor.,  m.  i). 
-Aug..  (14. 

Alexander  P.  Donaldson,  H,  40,  en.  .Aug.  Id.  'Gl,  .ippt.  Cor. 
Dct.  d,  'Gd,  killed  .May  27,  '('T,  in  battle  of  Pickett's 
Mills,  Ga.  d'eteran. 

Ebene/er  Donaldson,  Sergt.  11,  21,  en.  Sept.  2,  'Gl,  ni.  o. 
Sept.  10,  'G4. 

George  Ervin,  en.,  luit  was  'liscliarged  .it  Toledo  in  -Aug.,'2G. 

john  .A.  Erv  in,  A,  BD,  en.  .Aug.,  (12,  cap.  .it  Limestone  .Sta.. 
ret.  lune.  (14,  in.  o.  June,  'Gd. 

Svlvesti  r 4'.  Everett,  II.  21.  en.  .Sept.,  'Gl,  m.  o.  July.  'G-d. 

David  Finki  nbinder.  11.  21,  served  until  (14.  re-en.  in  C,  14, 
I-'eb.,  114,  wounded  at  Atlanta,  in.  o.  .Aug.,  'Gd. 

.A.  B.  Fuller,  IL  (18,  eii.  Dec., '(Id,  died  ,it  |i  ffersonv  die,  Ind., 
June  21,  (14. 

Henry  Fortnev,  1,  114.  en.  M.iv,  (14,  i.i|i,  near  Berrvville, 
p.ir,,  died  at  Baltimore,  M.irdi  24.  (id. 

Andrew  Kortnev,  11,  Gd,  en,  J.m.,  'G4.  dis.  for  dis.  June,  'Gd, 

D.ivid  Fortney,  B.  21,  d iiios..  .\pril  to  .\ug..  ill. 

S.  J.  Frankf.ither,  ,21  ,ind  GS.  in  B, '.M,  \|.ril  to  Aug. 'Gl, 
en.  1 1,  G8,  Xov.,  'Gl,  in.  o.  julv , 'Gd. 

Henry  Frankfather,  21  .mil  8G.  In  B,  21 . .N  pril  to  .\ug.. 'Gl . 
en.  1' , 8G,  June,  'Gd,  m.  o.  I'eb.,  'G4. 


; Richard  CL'dlagher.  B,  21,  Cor.  from  June  12  to  .Aug.  12, 'Gl. 

I O.  Galla.gher,  died  shortly  after  the  war. 

' .Austin  Galla.gher,  11,  G8,  en.  Jan.,  'Gl.  died  P'eb.  18,  'G4,  at 
A'icksbur.g. 

Henry  Gorwood.  I),  111,  en.  .Aug.,  'G2,  dis.  for  dis.  Feb.,  '(I;;, 

I Jose[ili  (.dalus.  Served  in  some  regiment  until  his  death  at 
Prestonburg,  Kv. 

■ Geo.  C.  Gilmore,  1,  144,  en.  May, 'G4,  m.  o.  as  Cor.  .Aug.,  '(J4, 
Emanuel  Guyer,  .A,  KD,  en.  .Aug.,  'G2,  ap'pointed  Sergt. 

Feb., 'G4,  wounded  at  Fr.inklin,  Teiin.,  Xov.,  Gl,  m.  o. 

; May, 'Gd. 

. Daniel  Guyer,  1,  144,  en.  May. 'G4,  m.  o.  .Aug., 'G4. 

Jose[ih  Guver,  I,  144,  en.  May,'G4,  m.  o,  as  Cor.  .Aug..G4. 
Washington  Gu)'er,  1,  144,  en.  .May. 'G4.  m.  o.  .Aug,,  'G4. 

' F'.dward  R.  11  insd.de,  B,  21  (d  mos.),  1st  .Sergt.,  .'vpri!  to 
Aug.,  'Gl. 

' Henry  Her.sh,  I.  144,  en.  May.  '('4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'i'4. 

; William  Heeter,  .A,  128  (Guards),  en.  -Aug.  22.  '''4,  m.  o. 

, Jtini-  !4,  'Gd. 

Danie.l  Huffm.in,  B,  144,  en.  M.iy,  'G4,  cap.  ne.ir  Berryviile, 
placed  in  prison  .It  Culiicper -Aug.  Id,  G4,  Ret, 

I Jerry  E.  Hoffman,  LI,  G8,  en.  Fel).,  'G4;  m.  o.  Julv,  Gd, 
j William  Hunneywell,  B,  21  id  nios.).  .April  to  .Aug.,  Gl.died 
in  service. 

James  Hunter,  B,  21  (d  mos.i,  .April  to  .Atig.,  'Gl. 

Hiram  .A.  Hunter,  B,  21  (■'  mos.i,  .April  to  .Aug.  'ii. 

Samuel  Holder,  I.  144.  en.  .Alay,  'G4.m.  o.  -Aug.,  i'4. 

Rufus  Irwin,  II,  G8,  en.  J.m.,  'Gd.  m.  o.  |uiv.  'Gd. 

J.  J.).  Justice,  1,  144,  en.  .M.iy,  'G4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'G4. 

James  E.  Kerr,  I,  144,  en.  May  2,  G4.  m.  o.  .is  1st  S<‘rg:., 
Aug.  24,  'G4. 

i Wm.  B.  Kerr,  H,  GS,  en.  Dec.  4.  'Gl.  appt'd  Cor.  Dec.  2(i.  '(>1, 
Serg't  July  2d, 'G4,  m.  o.  July  In.  Td.  'v'ctei.m. 
j George  AV.  Keller,  .A,  BID,  en.  Aug.,  'G2.  can.  .it  Limestone 
Sta.,  ret.  June, '(4,  wounded  .Aug.  G,  '('4  tr.  to  A'.  K.  C.. 
m.  o.  July.  'Gd. 

, Zachariali  .Keller,  A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  (>2,  m.  o.  June.  'Gd. 

' Geo.  Kimberlin,  1,  144,  com.  2 Lieut.  Alav, 'Gl,  m.  o.  .Aug. 

■ dl,  'G4. 

I Jacob  Kimberlin,  1,  144,  en.‘ M;iy.  'G4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '('4.  as 
Corporal. 

John  Kimberlin,  1.  144,  en.  .Alay  2.  '(‘4,  m.  o.  .Aiig.  ,'M.  '('4. 
Lewis  Laskey,  1),  111,  en.  .Aug.,  'G2.  dis.  tor  dis.  March.  'Gd. 

■ S.  S.  Liiskey,  B,  21,  .Ajiril  to  .Aug..'GI. 

■ John  Lamb.  B,  21.  .April  to  .Aug.,  id. 

(leorge  Laml),  H,  G8,  en.  Xov.,  Gl,  m.  o.  (,'ct..  '(i4. 

Daniel  Long.  11,  Gs,  en.  ( let.,  'Gl,  m.  o.  (>et.,  '('4. 

George  Long,  H,  GG^en.  tlct.,  'Gl,  m.  o.  I'ct.  ’G4. 

John  Long,  H,  GS,  eif.  Dct.,  'td.,  m.  c.  'Dct..  '('4. 

' Peter  Long,  H.t'iS,  en.  Oct.,  Gd.  m.  o.  Dec.,  '(il.  l\e-en.  K. 

18d,  in  Jan.,  'Gd,  m..  o.  .Si  pt.,  'Gd. 

' Samuel  Long,  H.G8,  en.  ( )ct.,  ('d,  m.  o.  July,  'Gid. 

Isaiah  Long,  1,  144,  en.  Mav,  '4,  cap.  at  .Monocaiv,  m o. 
Sept.  20,  Gi4. 

Levi  Long,  I,  144,  eii.  ?>Iay,  'G4,  m.  o.  ,Aug.,  'G4. 

I Jacob  Long,  I.  144.  en.  Mav.  'G4.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '('4. 

.Aviam  Long,  K,  ISd,  en.  jan.,  'Gd,  ni.  o.  .'sept.,  ('>d. 
lames  M.iher,  H,  GS.  en,  X'nv.,  Id.  m.  o.  Iiilv,  t>d. 

AA’ilson  S.  .Marks,  11,  GS,  en.  Xov.,  id,  p:o  from  Cor.  to 
Sergt.,  m.  o.  j iily.  'Gd. 

lames  M.  .Marks,  H.  GS,  en.  Xov.,  Id. dis.  for  ills.  ( let.,  (>2. 
Samuel  .Matthias,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '((2,  m.  o.  june,  G.d, 
john  Mrl.ain,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.  S,  'G2.  m.  o.  June  2d.  (id. 
Samuel  Mcl.ain,  1,  144,  en.  .Alay  2.  '('4.  c.ip.  .Aug.  Id.  'G4.  in 
action  near  Berrvville,  A a.,  dded  in  Ki'iel  prison  at 
Salisbiirv,  X.  C..  Dec.  Id.  '(>4. 

Benjamin  .Alacklin,  11,  G'^,  en.  Dec.,  (d.  tr.  8.  i ).  B.itierv. 
Dec.,  'G2,  m.  o.  .Aug..  'Gd. 

Robert  B.  Me. Ill,  II,  G8,  en.  Oct..  Id,  pro.  1 Sergt,.  pro.  2 
l.ieiit.,  Xov., 'G2,  m.  o.  Oct.,  'G4. 

.A.  Curtice  ,M I Donald,  B.  21.  . April  to  .Aug.,  '('d.  KilU  il.it 
Stone  Riv  er, 

.Silas  .Mel  (oil. dll,  B,  21.  April  to  .\ug..  'GL 
John  .AleKee,  1 , 1 4 4,  t .i] U.,  from  Al.iv  2,  to  .Aug.dl , ('4.  m. 
With  Co. 

Jatnes  Motlev  (recorded  Alotteri,  D .111,  .Aug.,  '(12,  to  Dee.,  'GJ. 
J.  X'.  .Alorrisoii.  1- , '(('>,  i ii.  Juue,  t>d,  dis.  for  dis.  .Aug..  'Gd. 
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|ohn  H.  Moirison,  H,  4!,  cn.  Sept.,  'tjl,  died  Xo\'.  '!><,  '(>4,  in  ' 
Anderson  ville. 

John  ,Mo\van,  H,  (>8,  on.  Oct.,  'hi,  ni.  o.  Oct.,  '('4. 
iohn  H.  .Mtiilov,  H,  lU,on.  Sopt.,  fd.  m.  o.  Sept..  '64.  i 

William  A.  Malloy,  C,  128  (O'ds),  on.  May.  'h-i,  m.o.  Juno,  '6o.  I 
('tOoi'^o  Murro.y,  1 , 86,  on.  Juno,  't'4,  m.  o,  Feb.,  'I>4. 

.Silas  .Morohoad,  H,  68,  on.  Xo\'.,  'til,  in.  o.  as  Corp.  [uly,  '6o.  i 

I.  .4.  .McOoupod,  1',  86,  on.  Juno,  '68,  m.  op.  Fob.,  'fi4. 

John  lb  McGowan,  il,  21  (8  mos.l,  and  2 Liout.,  21,  April  to 
Aug.,  '61.  com.  Capt.  of  D,  111,  Aug.,  'Ii2,  pro.  .M.ijor  ; 
1 U.  S.  H.  .Art.  iCol.),  .March,  '64,  hr.  iirig.  Gon.  i 
March,  '6.->,  pro.  Col.  Sopt.  a,  'fl5,  m.  o.  March.  '66. 

.Albert  Xowoil,  F,  86,  on.  Juno,  '6M,  in.  o.  I'ob.,  '64.  ! 

.Adolbort  Xowoil,  F,  11,  on.  Jan.,  'til,  wounded,  m.o.  July,  '6.'). 
Fdward  Xoifor,  II.  21,  on.  .Sopt.,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  'fi-").  Corporal. 
Gon.  H.  Xoblc,  K,  185,  on.  Jan.,  '65,  in.  p>.  .May,  '65. 

Goo.  E.  Olnoy,  I),  111,  on.  .Aug.,  '62,  died  at  Glasgow,  Ky., 
July  25,  'lid.  j 

I'homas  Older,  IJ,  21,  .April  to  .Aug.,  'til,  and  'lid.  ■ 

liarnot  lAldor,  i,  Ii8,  on.  Oct.,  '61,  dis.  for  <b.s.  .Aug.,  '62.  | 

Silas  S.  Older,  I,  6<8,  on.  Oct.  'lil,  dis.  for  dis.  Oct.  '62.  ( 

G'alob  Older,  I,  144,  on.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug., '64.  i 

Dam'ol  Pough.  H,  68,  on.  Oct.,  'lil,  ilis.  for  dis.  May,  '62.  I 

Leonard  Patridgo,  B,  21,  ,A]iril  to  Aug.,  'til,  on.  6'i,  died  i 
July  5,  '62.  i 

Fnos  J.  Patridgo,  1),  111,  en.  .\ug.,  '62,  tr.  \'.  R.  C'.,  Xov.,  '68.  ! 
Daniel  \V.  Pengh,  E,  185,  com.  2 Lieut.,  Fob.,  '65,  m.  o. 
So[)t.,  '65. 

I.  L.  Pough,  iscroditoil  with  service. 
l)avid  M.  Peugh,  B,  21,  .April  to  Aug..  '61. 

William  Peters,  128  (Guards),  on.  .Aug.,  'til.m.  o.  June,  '65. 
Harry  Peters.  H,  68,  en.  Dec.,  '68,  m.  o.  July.  ii5. 

Tilman  Peters,  11,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  .So[)t.,  '64. 

Henry  Peter.s,  F,  86  (li  mos.l,  on.  June,  '68,  m.  o.  Feb.,  'Ii4,  ; 

and  K.  185,  from  Jan.  to  Sopt.,  '65.  I 

K.  L.  Pratt,  B,  21,  .April  to  Aug..  '61,  and  111.  i 

Joseph  Powers,  H,  21,  on.  So[it.  '61,  [iro.  .Sergt.  from  2 M.  | 
Sergt.,  m.  o.  '65. 

William  .A.  Pryor,  H,  21,  en.  .Si'ipt.,  '61,  [pro.  1 .Sergt.  to  2 
Lieut.,  -May,  '62,  resignoi^  Feb.,  '68.  I 

.\braham  Reams.  1).  Ill,  Aug.,  '62,  Juno,  '65. 

John  F.  Reams.  1,  144.  on.  May,  'lil,  m.  o.  Oct.,  'i>4.  i 

Xoah  Reams,  H.  t>s,  on.  Oct.,  '61,  m.  o,  July.  l>’*. 

.Alex  Rowland,  D,  111,  on.  '62,  [pro.  1 Sergt.  May,  '64,  woumled  ’ 
Franklin,  d'enn.,  [promoted  2 l.ieut.  Juno,  '65,  m.  o. 
June,  '65.  j 

Thomas  1).  Rowland,  H,  68,  en.  Oct.  '62,  rn.  o.  as  Corporal  I 
June,  '65.  i 

Thomas  Sabin,  B,  21  and  68,  en.  21  .April,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'III. 
John  Sabin,  1,  144,  .May  to'.Aug.,  T>4. 

.Martin  Shtd'nor.  H,  68,  en.  I )ct.,  '61,  m.  o.  Oct.,  'Ii4.  * 

riioinas  Scott.  1,  144,  en.  Mac,  '64,  m.o.  .Aug.,  Ii4. 

John  Snyder,  R,  185,  on.  Jan..  '65.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '65. 

Israel  Snider,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Isaac  B.  Snively,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  w'd  <it  Franklin,  m.o. 
June,  '65. 

R.  A.  Snively.  D,  111,  en.  .Aug..  '62,  m.  o.  June,  'il.'p. 

Jacob  Smith,  1',  86,  on.  Jiint.'.  'lid,  rn.  o.  Fell.,  'lil. 

BonJaniln  .Sliep|iard,  II,ii8,  killed  at  Atlanta  bilv.  'Ii4. 

Joso[)hus  StiHit,  K,  185,  en.  Jan  , '65,  m.  o.  .S('pt.,'65. 

T.  J.  Sterling,  F,  •'<6,  en.  June,  '68,  ( aim.  1 Lieut..  July,  '6;!. 
res.  ( )ct,,  '68. 

1 rancis  S.  .Steel,  B,  21  (8  nios.land  11,68,  on,  Xov.,  til,  killed 
at  .Atlanta,  July22,  lil. 

7-ebedee  G.  Stout,  1),  111,  on.  Aug.,  '62,  died  at  Bowling  ! 

(/teen,  Ky.,  Jan.  8,  '68>.  j 

Robert  Vanear,  1-  . 86.  en.  |iine,  '6.8,  dis.  for  dis.  .Aug.,  '68.  I 
Fli  \';inhorn,  I,  144,  on.  .'vlav  2,  64,  m.  pp.  .'uig.  81,  '64. 

Isaac  Vianhfirn,  1,  144,  en.  .Mav  2,  '64,  w.is  .i  prispiner  of  war,  ' 
coniltn-pl  at  Salisbury,  X.  C.,  anil  ,it  lielh’  Isle.  m.  o.  , 
.March,  '65.  ! 

•Austin  G.  \'anhorn,  F.  s(6,  on.  junp'.  'ii:l.  m.  pi.  lob.,  '64. 

Aivlrop-v  \'anhorn,  startpsl  frpim  Imliana,  but  belongi'd  tpithis  1 
townshi|i. 

jpilin  VanSowkirk,  F,  8li,  on.  Jiini',  '68,  m.p).  Fi-b.,64. 

C.  F.  \'p)t  hos,  1, 86,  en.  June, '68,  m.  o.  I p !).,  64. 

S.  1.  \'pprhos.  1.  86  (6  mos.l,  en.  June.  '68,  m.p).  I'cb.,  'ii4. 


J.  L X’pirhes,  B.  21,  and  68,  1 Lieut.,  21,  .'.[ii'd  to  .-Vug.,  'liRi'n. 

H,  6)8,  Oct.,  'til,  com.  Ca[)t.,  Dec.,  'lil.  res.  Dec.,  '62. 

W.  A.  Ward,  H,  68,  en.  Oct.,  'lil,  [iri.).  1 .8)Tgt.,  July,  '(il,  1 
Lieut,  Jan.,  '65,  m,  o.  Julv,  '(i5, 

Lew  is  Witherow, 

The  cemeteries  of  the  township  contain  the 
remains  of  veterans  of  former  wars,  namely  : 
J.  N.  Morrison  (a  soldier  of  the  Revolution),  Rev. 
Henry  Kimberlin,  .Abirarn  Bassett,  fames  Ross, 
Sr.,  John  Rowland,  Sr.,  Benjamin'  .Atkinson, 
and  Daniel  Rice  (jone  of  Rojgers'  men ),  soldiers  of 
1812-13;  CajM.  D.  M.  McKinley,  j.  J.  \'orhes, 
Edward  BogRS  atid  Daniel  Heath,  <jf  Bie  Me.xican 
war. 


HENRY  TOWNSHIP. 


This  roster  of  soldiers  is  based  on  the  mem- 
ory of  veterans  now  residing  within  the  bounda- 
ries of  Henry  township,  and  on  the  reports  of  the 
Adjutant-General  of  Ohio.  The  list  was  sub- 
mitted to  Messrs.  B.  L.  Peters  and  Hugh  Camp- 
bell, of  North  Baltimore.  Many  soldiers  who 
came  into  the  township  after  the  war  are  referred 
to  in  the  sketch  of  the  Grand  Army  Posts  of 
North  Baltimore  and  Hoytville,  and  in  the  Bi- 
ographies. 

Chauncy  Bishp>[). 

Josiah  Boyer,  B,  111,  < n.  .Au'g., '62,  died  at  Bp.)wlip.g  Gn'en. 
Kv.,  Xov.  27,  6)2. 

Gep)rge  \\  . Beaver,  B.  111.  on.  biU,  '6>2,  cn[>.  Xov.  Pi,  '6'!,  pUp')! 

in  .Andersp)nvill<‘.  .April  2:1. '64. 

George  Colwell,  H.  162.  en.  Ian.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sc|)t.,  '65. 

John  K.  Davis,  B,  111, ''U.  .Aug., '62,  dii'pi  <it  Linidim,  Tenn., 
Se[)t.  '.I,  68. 

lames  Evilsizer,  H.  67,  en.  I'eb., '62,  cF.s.  July, '65. 

Beorge  W.  Evilsizer,  1,  161,  en.  Mav, '64,  m.  o.  Sept., '64! 
William  Evilsizer,  1.  161,  en.  Mav, '64,  m.  o.  .Sepi.. 'r>4. 
•Samuel  Grant,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug., '62,  ca|).  ne.ir  Lenoir.  Xov., 
'68,  m.  1).  May. ‘65. 

William  Hough,  11.67.  en.  N'i>v.  2:1. '61.  dii’il  of  the  measles 
at  ,\1  .irtinsburg,  \'a.,  .Aug., '62. 

Henry  I b Hough.  G,  21 . en.  Si'[it.,  'ill . killeil  at  Cliickamaiig.i, 
.Se[it.  2l’p,  '68. 

.Amos  I >.  Kennell,  C>.  21.  i n.  I'eh., '62,  wiumded  near  Vining 
Sla.,  Ga.,  dis.  I-p'b.,  li.'i. 

.Abraham  D.  Kennell,  H,  67,  I'li.  Xov.  2:1. '6>1,  apptil.  Gor. 

Mav,  '64.  dis.  on  Surgeon's  cert,  ot  dis.  Si-pt..  '65. 
Iose[)h  Lawrence.  F,  54.  i.n.  Dec., '61,  ilis.  h'r  di<.  .\ug.,'62. 
jcihn  41.  .Mc.Mahon,  K,  118,  en.  (let.,  62.  tr.  to  I,  I'-'l,  |une.'l'>-'). 
m.  o.  July.  '65. 

Lewis  .McKinsp'v,  G.  21.  en.  Sept., '61,  died  in  .\labam.i. 

.May  5.  '62. 

William  McKinscy. 

Josc[)h  McKinsey.  G,  21,  on.  .Sept., '61,  G'or.  .\pril,'pl5,  m.  o. 
July.  '65. 

Samuel  NlcKinsev,  1 1.  21 . i 11.  .Se|)t.,  'lil , dieil  .it  .Vtlvus.  .\i.i., 
Julv  12,  '62; 

|(ise[)li  M usgrovi’. 

Willi, mi  M usgrovc,  ( i.  21 . I'll.  4 eb.,'6J,  dis.  Ipir  pli---.  ,\ng.  !'  6.2. 
Flam  B.  Xorri<,  1,  111,  1 11.  1 l■b,,'6L  'r.  'pi  4.  D8. 

F liner  Xorris. 

Joh.n  4'.  Peters,  I.  161,  i n.  M ay. '6>4,  m.  o.  w idi  c'o.  Si-[)t.  2. '6. 1 
john  Rasley,  B,  111.  i n.  .\ug., '62,  dis.  tor  d;-'.  Feh.  11.  65. 
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l.)elmtT  Wilson. 

Scott  WiLMiii,  11.  r.i'i,  (.11.  I'oh.. '(V).  ni.  o.  So] >t.,  S”'. 
isniol  West,  1'.,  Ill,  ill.  j iil\’, 'fi2,  transroiroi  1 to  R.  C. 

John  Wiklo,  H.  i>7.  on.  So\-..  'lil,  dis.  for  dis.  Doc.  l‘i,  ‘('.l'. 
.\hirtin  Wiklo,  li,  'u.  on.  Now.  diod  at  Cninltorland, 
.Md.,  Koi;.  -Jl,  'I'.-'. 


jACKSOX  TOWNSHIP. 

The  soldiers  sent  out  from  Jackson  township, 
from  April,  i 86  i , to  tire  close  of  tlie  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  ttre  ntinied  in  the  followin'^'  roster  and 
record,  sii""C3ted  by  .Allen  b'erguson  and  brother, 
.\iessrs.  .App'er,  Dnnn  tmti  other  soldiers,  now 
residents  of  the  township. 

Sanuiol  J.  -Andi.-rson. 

Anderson  .\poor,  . L’l. 

Henry  1!.  .Apyer,  (.1.  "_'l,  on.  .Sept.,  i.il,  ni.  o.  So(it.,  <14. 
tieo.  \\’.  Beaver,  Ij,  111,  on.  -Anit.,  ’irJ,  cap.  Nov.  B',  ti.4,  died 
in  .\nderson\ i!io,  .Vjir.  24,  li-P 

Willi  ;mi  Butler,  L,  !,  H.  .\rt.,  tn.  June,  '('A,  rn.o.  July,  h.'). 
Milton  C'r.Liiinor,  (1.  dl  io  nio.s.l. 

\\  . C.  t'raniner,  G,  21,  on.  .Ajiril,  f'd,  for  three  nionth,.-;.  and 
Scjit.,  '('d,  for  three  yi.cirs. 

Solon  I 'avis,  I,  r>S,  en.  < ict..  ‘d,  ni,  o.  Now,  T4,  at  Xash\  illo, 
GeorLTo  Dean,  - , 21. 
losejih  I )ean,  - 21. 

Mo.sos  Diihlw,  B,  111,  com.  2d.  Lieut.,  July.  Ti2,  re.sianed 
Jan., 

Lewis  1' . Diibl'S.  I.  tiS,  Lieut.,  coni.  t)ct.,  '(>4,  resigned.  .\[>ril 
14,  r,;j. 

F.lijah  T.  Dunn,  G,  21  04  mos.  . 

Rev.  J.  B.  Ittinn,  Ch.ijilain,  Bd.,  com.  May,  'li  1.  jiro.  from 
['rivat<“,  .May  27,  ofliciated  only  ;i  .sliort  time. 

.Allen  S.  Ler'yu.son,  G,21,  en.  .\pril  2h.  T>l,m.  o.  .Autf.  12,  Id, 
and  L,  1st  H.  .Art.,  .Xrtiticer,  en.  July.  'lid.  m.o.  Julv,  'ii.‘>. 
John  F(.T,euson,  ( r,  21,  i n.  .\jiril  2ii,  'HI,  in.  o.  .Any.  12.  'lil.  K, 
llith.  en.  .'Viiy.  id,  i'.2,  a'p'itd.  Cor.  Fd>.,  'lid,  Seryt. 
Xo\'.,  'H4,  m.o.  I Line,- 'H-’i. 

James  M.  Feryuson,  1.,  1st  tl.  .Art.,  en.  July,  'H;),  m.  o. 
July,  'lit). 

Samuel  M.  Feryuson,  F.  2d,  en.  .Any.,  ’Ii4,  suhstiuite.  m.  o. 
Mav,  '0-'). 

Jame.q  Feryuson,  K,  111,  en.  .\iit:..  'ii'2,  dis.  March. 'Hd,  on 
Siiry's  cert,  of  dis  ; 1,,  1st  11.  .\rty.,  en.  July  7,  'Hd.  in- 
jured ( )ct.  2d,  '(id,  K.  K.  ai'cident,  Ky.  Central  raii- 
wa\ . dis.  t el).  ].■).  'Ii4,  on  Siiry's  cert,  of  dis. 

John  F'.,  treeiiian,  F,  d,  C'a\..  en.  Dct..  'HI,  m.  o.  Deo.,  'Hi4. 
Jacob  Hacki-'t,  F,  1,  1 1.  .Art.  en.  J line,  (id,  died  at  C'.imp  Xel- 
soii,  K.V,  |,in..  a,  'H4. 

William  Il.irket,  B,  •'>,  Ca\-  , en.  Dec.,  'Hd,  m.  o.  fuB,  'HA, 
.s.iid  to  have  served,  In  1 lltli. 

Georye  Kline,  i ),  B.'2,  en.  I’eb.  Id.  'H'),  m.  o.  with  t.'o. 
.Sept. . (id. 

H(‘nry  Kline,  B.  Ill,  • n.  .\uy.  (i,  'H2,  cap.  Xov.  IH,  (i.'l,  In  ae- 
tion  neai'  I .(111  ir,  I'l'iin.,  dud  m Rebel  pr;^,  in  .it  \n- 
dei'Min G lie,  ( 1,1.,  .A iiy,  17,  Hi. 

.Albert  Kline,  !'•,  Ill,  en.  .Au.;.  (i,  'H2,  died  at  Know  ille, 
Temi.,  Fell.  22,  'ti4. 

Dianas  I .e.itherman,  D.  Bil.en.  Ala v,  'H4.  m.  o.  Sept.,  (i4. 
lames  lA  .AieelsS,  .Asst.  Siii-.  Id,  .-.iT'.id  from  luiv,  'HI,  to 
( )(  t.,  'HA. 

AAa\ne  Mapes,  I),  71,  i n.  N’o\.,  ()!. 

John  .Mavis.  1 1'. 

|. lines  .M.ises. 

i\obeit  Mitclii  11.  1,1.11.  Art.,  I 11.  IiiK,  '(id,  m.  o.  ini'.,  'liA. 
.A.in.n  B.  Alitclu  II,  G.  21. 

Andrew  Seouten.  .i  drafted  man,  is  .said  to  liave  died  at 
Sav  annah. 


John  .Shaftstahl,  K,  111,  en.  Any.,  'H2,  dis.  at  Bowliny  Greer. 

1 )ec.  7 , '(i2. 

James  Tyner,  G,  2i  id  mos.  and  d yr.s.),  en.  'HI , woiindi-ii 
Juiy  d,  'H4,  m.  o.  .Any.  d,  'HA. 

John  AA’eis,  G,  21,  d months,  who  .iltia’w.ird  shot  a nl•pi!l■^^ 
of  John  Moryan,  and  wa.s  killed  bv  the  ytierrillas. 
I’eter  AA  vckoll,  - 21  (d  vears.. 

AAallitmi  H.  Waltman,  G,  21. 


lakp:  towns  pup. 


The  following  names  were  obtained  from 
Afessrs.  Bailey,  Grover,  Phiels,  Beery,  and  other 
' veterans  at  Millbury,  Walbndgc,  .Moline  and 
I Lattihic.  The  records  were  added  from  the  Ohio 
! .Military  Reports,  and  all  submitted  in  ty[iescri})t, 
for  correction  and  res'ision.  The  rosters  were 
again  compared  with  Troy  and  Perrysburg  li.sts, 

: and  are  now  declareti  as  nearly  correct  as  them 
can  fie  made. 

, A'.  41.  -Ault,  served  m one  of  the  artillery  reyiment.s. 

' Lewis  Aitken,  B,  182.  en.  .Any., 'H4,  m.  o.  luly.'tiA, 

: Charles  Aitkins,  1\  182. 

Henrv  Beryes,  B,  FW’,  en.  Sejit., 'H4,  tlied  at  Nashville, Tenn., 
I ■ March  22, 'HA. 

. James  Brennan,  , BKJ. 

. Henry  Brown,  named  as  unassiyned  recruit. 

John  Beltz.  H,  14,  cn.  Sept., 'til,  m.  o.  Julv, 'HA.  ns  Beelv. 

John  Beltz.  Jr.,  B,  (17.  en.  Xov..  'HI,  dis.  ( )ct.,  'H2.  for  disabilitv. 
l.ewis  Belt/,  served  in  an  ()hio  command. 

1 C.  F.  Beltz.  B,  182,  en.  Auy.,  '(4,  m.  o.  Julv,  'HA. 

Wm.  J.  Bailey.  K,  111,  en.  Any.,  'H2,  wounded  Mav  14. 'HI, 
m.  o.  June, 'HA. 

Jacob  B.iker,  F,  72,  I'n.  ()ct., 'HI,  cap.  June  11.  'H4,  m.  o. 
: June, 'HA. 

' Georye  C.  Boice.  B,  1^2,  en.  .Auy., '(4.  m.  o.  Julv. 'HA. 

: Charles  Blackburn,  G,  1S'.(,  en.  4 eb., 'HA,  m.  o.  .Sept.. 'HA. 

I John  Brennan,  C,  (17,  en.  Nov.,  '(14.  tr.  to  Co.  G,  m.  o.  N'ov.,''iA. 
I John  Bu^h,  Gi,  ISh,  en.  4tb.. '(lA,  ni.  n.  Sept., 'HA. 

John  Crayo.  K.  Ill,  en.  .Auy.,'H2,  Cor.  N'ov.,'H4,  m.  o.  [une.'rA. 

' Jijin  Crayo,  B,  2H,  on.  4eb..  'H4,  died  at  N'.islullle,  I'enn  , 
March  2A,  'H4. 

Isaac  Cr.iyo,  B,  2H.  en.  I'eb., 'H4,  m.  o.  Oct., 'HA. 

4'rank  M.  Davenport,  K,  11),  on.  .Auy.,  H2.  wounded  Xov.d'i. 
'H4,  m.  I).  .May,  'HA. 

.Alfrid  Dean,  I.  21.  cm.  Sept.,  'HI,  cap.  Sept.  2k.  'Hd. 

, David  S.  Dean,  47,  72,  en.  Nov., 'HI,  dis.  lor  ilis.  pilv.  'tP. 
(.'.forye  DmiyhiS'i,  4',  8.  eii.  Line, 'HI,  <linl  in  A'iryinia,  .Any. 
dl.'HI. 

.Anton  Delenthaler,  B.  18'4.  en.  4 Tb.  Id, 'HA.  in.  n.  .Sept.  28, 'liA. 

I Giles  Faston,  G,  ISh,  i n.  l-'eb., 'HA,  m.  o.  .Sept., 'HA. 

AA'illiani  Fiirrv,  Corp.,  F,  72.  en.  Nov.  Ik, 'HI,  wounded  M.iv 
I'.t.  'Hd,  at  sieye  of  A' irk<bury,  Miss.,  ca|).  Line  11,  '(4. 
near  Riplev,  Miss.,  w,is  a prisoner  of  w.ir  for  nine 
months,  contined  at  .Audi  rson\ ille.  (.la..  1 lureiue. 
S.  C'..  and  at  1. aw  ton;  m.o,  .Man  h. 'HA. 

' (leorye  4'urrs  , ( 'i.  iS'.l,  en.  Feb.  14.  'HA,  .ipptd.  1st  Seryt.  from 
private  March  A,  'HA,  pro.  to  .Seryt. -Al..i|or  Julv  4,  'HA. 
111.  1 1.  Sej  it.,  'HA. 

John  Furry,  F,  72.  en.  Oct., 'HI.  m.  o.  l)ct..'('4. 
lacob  11.  l iirrv,  4 , 72.  en.  < >ct.. 'HI,  apptd.  Seryt.  •■eb..'H2, 
wounded  in  b.ittle  of  .Shi li ill,  I en II..  .April  H. 'H2,  ills. 
.Auy.  21.  'H2,  on  Stiryeon's  cert.  ol  dis..  n -eti.  I'l  i).  2'.', 
'HI.  dis.  Sept.  1 I,  'HA. 

.A.  L.  Free'n.'ni,  F.  1"",  i n.  |iilv.'H2,  wontulid  ,il  I'tnv  Cr.. 
m.  o.  J line,  'HA. 

.Azr.i  F reeman,  ii.  Ikk,  en.  Iii'.v, 'H2.  died  .April  14, 'Hd,  burn  d 
, .u  Lexiiiyton,  Kv . 
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John  Furc;uson.  E,  ’7‘2,  en.  Xov.,  'Kl. 

josejih  P'ur^'f.'Son,  C,  7'2,  en.  Dec.,  T.l,  dis.  f(jr  dis.  July,  ’G2. 
Thomas  Furtceson,  G,  ISd,  en  Feb., ’(>5,  in.  o.  .Sept., ’t)-7. 

Geo.  \V.  Finch,  17.  lOd,  en.  July,  m.  o.  June,  'G-7. 

Michael  Get/i,  B,  182.  en.  Auv.,  'G4,  in.  o.  July,  ’6.7. 

George  Grass,  H,  126,  substitute,  killed  at  Ojiequan,  \'’a., 
Sept.  16,  '64. 

George  A.  Grover,  D,  34,  en.  July, '61,  tr.  to  36th  Inf.,  served 
until  Feb., '67. 

James  Gonder,  B,  182,  en.  Aug., '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

W.  H.  Hamilton,  B,  67,  and  182,  en.  N’ov., '61,  di.s.  for  dis, 

June,  '62. 

Alex.  Hamilton,  B,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  Xov.,  '62. 

Caleb  H.  Haines,  G,  186,  en.  Feb., '6-7,  m.  o.  Sept., '65. 

^anford  .S.  Elaines,  K.  1 1 1,  en.  A.ug.,  '62,  ni.  o.  by  death,  Jan. 

l,  '63,  in  Kentucky. 

X.  S.  Elaines,  17,  72,  en.  Xov., '61,  cap.  in  .Miss.,  June  11,  '64, 

died  in  .Andersonville,  Jan.  1,  '65. 

John  Holmes,  K,  111,  en.  Aug., '62,  m.  o.  May, '6.5. 

Thomas  Holmes,  D,  11 1,  en.  Aug., '62,  killed  Jan.  22, '64,  at 
Knoxville,  Term. 

Harrison  H.  Hower,  G,  176,  en.  Feb., '65,  m.  o.  Sept., '65. 
loseph  A.  Haiqjel,  1,  <'i8,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  Cor.,  m.  o.  Oct.,  '65. 
Henry  \V.  Harpel,  I,  tls,  en.  Oct.,  '61. 

Henry  R.  Harpel,  I,  6.'^,  en.  Oct.,  '62,  m.  o.  May,  '65. 

James  Harpel,  killed  by  accident  in  '62. 

Philip  R.  Elarpel,  G,  27,  en.  July,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Daniel  L.  Haggerty,  E,  72,  en.  Oct.,  '61.,  ca(>.  in  Miss.,  June, 
'64,  died  in  Andersonville,  Fe'b.  7,  '65. 

Louis  Hugenard,  D.  67,  en.  Sept.,  '64,  m.  o.  May,  '65. 

Jacob  Isch,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  ’ii5,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Fred.  Isch,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  died  at  Huntsville,  Ala., 
Ajiril  5,  65. 

B.  H.  Johnston,  G,  l^fi,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Isaac  Jeffery,  G,  186.  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '65. 

Sherman  A.  Jackson,  E,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '61,  ca[i.’in  Miss.,  June, 
'64,  died  in  .Andersonville,  Jan.  lu,  '65. 

William  Kurtis,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

James  H.  L.aE'arree,  C,  21,  en.  A[)ril,  '61,  dis.  June,  '61,  on 
Surg’s  cert,  of  dis.,  G,  186,  Serg’t,  Feb.,  '65.  to  Sept.,  '65. 
William  LaE'arree,  .A,  182,  en.  -Aug.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Philip  G.  Loop,  B,  67,  en.  Feb.  '64,  wounded  .May  10,  '64,  dis. 
Xov.,  '64. 

Samuel  Lusher,  E7,  72,  en.  (Jet.  '61,  died  Jan.  27,  '63,  at  Cor- 
inth, .Miss. 

David  Lusher,  G.  186,  en.  Feb.  14,  '65,  rn.  o.  .Se[)t.  28,  '65. 

Silas  McCarthy,  E7,  InO,  en.  -Aug.,  T'2,  cap.  May,  '64. 

John  Maxfield,  E,  14.  en.  (.let.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Jacob  Miller,  15,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Jacob  Moore,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.  15,  '62,  died  Jan.  25, '63,  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Edwin  A.  Mercer,  B,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.,  July,  '62. 
Joseph  Moore,  K,  25,  en.  Feb.  26,  '64,  apjit'd  Cori/l,  Xov.  5, 
'64,  wouniled  Dec.  7,  '64,  in  battle  of  Deveaux’s  Xeck.  i 
E'red  McElliott,  B,  14,  en.  .St-pt.,  '61,  ni.  o.  July,  '65. 

John  McLargan,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

James  .McLargan,  C,  21,  en.  -Aug.,  '61,  wounded  at  Stone 
River,  died  June  2iJ,  '63,  at  Xashville. 

E red  McLargan,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug., '61,  wounded  July  9,  '6i4,  ; 

m.  o.  July, '6,3.  ' 

John  Marsh,  E7,  72,  en,  Dec.  25,  '61,  dis.  Sept.,  '62,  on  Surg’s  ! 

cert,  of  riis. 

E.rastus  W.  Xorton,  B,  67,  en.  Xov.,  '61,  Cor.  March,  '64, 
Serg.  Jan.,  '65,  m.  o.  Dec.,  '6'5. 

Washington  Xorton,  B,  67,  en.  .March,  '62,  died  at  Beaufort, 

S.  C.,  March  1^.  ’(i3. 

Homer  Xorton. 

lames  Olds,  F,  8,  en.  June,  '61,  killed  at  .Antietam  Sejit. 
17,  '62. 

Jacob  Phiels,  B,  182,  en.  .8ept.,  '(>4,  m.  o.  Jtdy,  '65. 

George  Roth,  B,  136,  en.  May,  '64.  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64. 

1-.  T.  Robi  rts,  ( 1,  14.  en.  (let.,  'td , m.  o.  Xov.,  '(>2. 

L-  El.  Roberts,  B,  12'^,  en.  Aug.,  '64,  m.  o.  June,  '(>5. 

•-  • E . Koiierts,  ("i,  l.'li I. 

Antler  Rciberts.  A,  13(i,  en.  .M.iv,  '64,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '64. 

Emanuel  Rover,  B,  D2,  en.  .Sept.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Jacob  Suter,  1,  111,  t-n.  Aug.,  '62,  tr.  \ . R.  C.,  m.  o.  Julv,  '65. 
10 


John  Shook,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.  20,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.  28.  6.). 

Jacob  Stoner,  G,  55,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  A'agoner,  dis.  for  dis.  Oct. 
13,  '62. 

George  Shuer,  K,  25.  en.  Feb.,  ’(14,  killed  at  Honey  Hill, 
S.  C.,  Xov.  30,  '64. 

Lewis  Shandro,  B,  67,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  ’64. 

Joseph  Shandro,  B,  t’o,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  m.  o.  Alay,  '65. 

John  Shandro,  served  in  an  (Ohio  reginient. 

Samuel  Snyder,  K,  182,  en.  Oct.,  '64,  died  at  Xashville 
Tenn.,  Jan.  31,  '65. 

Mdlliam  Stocking,  K,  11,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  dis.  E'eb.,  'il3. 

John  Suter,  C,  25,  en.  Dec.,  '63,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  Xov. 
26,  '64. 

Solomon  Suter,  C,  '25,  en.  June,  '61,  died  at  Fairfax,  \'a., 
Dec.  22,  '62. 

Warren  Tyler,  L,  8 Inf.,  en.  -Aug.,  '61,  dis  for  dis.  Ian.,  '63. 

James  W.  Tippin,  B,  '67.  en.  Xov.,  '61,  tlis.  for  dis.  Ju.h',  't!2. 

J.  W.  Williams,  17,  106,  en.  July,  '62,  died  at  Camp  Xeistm, 
Ky.,  June  27,  ’(i3. 

J.  B.  \\3arn<-r,  B.  67,  en.  Sept.,  '62,  Cor.,  m.  o.,  June,  '65. 

Zopler  M'arner,  -A,  14,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  m.<t.  July,  '65. 

L.  Smith  Warner,  .A,  14,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Alfred  X.  Warner,  .A,  14,  en.  (,')ct.,  61,  m.  o.  July.  '65. 

SamuelM'.  Warner.  B,  186,  en.  E'eb.  '65,  ni.  o.  --Vug..  '65. 

Isaac  Wagoner,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '‘i2,  appt'd  Cor.  Sept.,  '62, 
Sergt.,  Xov.,  '64,  1st  Sergt.,  M.iy,  '65,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

George  Wagoner,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Earnabus  Wagoner,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Samuel  Wagoner,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Jonath.in  Wagoner.  G,  186,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  appt’d  Cor.  March 
5,  Sergt.  July  4,  '65,  nt.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Joseph  Wagoner,  G,  186,  en.  E'eb.,  '65,  died  Sept.  9,  '65,  in 
hospital  at  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Elenry  Wagoner,  K,  111,  en.  Feb.  15,  '64,  tr.  to  F,  183,  June 
'27,  '65. 

John  Wagoner,  B,  14,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Jacob  Young,  B,  186,  en.  Feb.  13,  '65,  rn.  o.  Sept.  28,  '65. 


LIBERTY  TOWNSHIP. 


The  soldiers  who  went  out  from  Liberty 
township  between -\pril  i8,  i86i,  and  the  close  of 
the  war,  are  named  in  the  followin,"  roster  and 
record.  The  names  are  based  on  the  memories 
of  veterans  residing  to-day  in  the  township,  and 
on  the  list  of  soldiers  by  J.  H.  Mc.Afahan,  Capt. 
J.  W.  Knajjgs,  ct  al..  while  the  record  is  taken 
from  the  Adjutant-General's  report. 

John  .Astling,  C.  21,  vn.  -Aug.,  '61,  m.  o.  Svpt.,  '64. 

Elarrison  Benner,  B,  57,  en.  Sept.,  ''d,  pro.  C(>r.  and  .Sergt.. 
m.  o.  .Aug.,  '65. 

.Amos  Binkle\',  1,  68,  en.  Xov.,  '61,  died  .-Vpril  21,  '62,  on  board 
a Mississijipi  river  steamer. 

Lyman  Blackman,  B,  128,  en.  March,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 
Jeremiah  Bordner,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.  26.  'Ul,  m.  o.  .Seju..  '<4. 
Hiram  Bonlner.  C,  21,  en.  .Vug.  26,  '('d,dis.  Dec.  23.  '((3.  on 
.Surg’s.  cert,  of  dis. 

Elenrv  Bordner.  B,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  died  it  Murfreeshi-.ro, 
' March  31,  '6'2. 

Charles  Brown,  Xavy. 

James  Bloom,  D,  11.  en.  June,  '61,  wounded  at  .Vntietam  .ind 
.Missionary  Ridge,  re-en.  Oct.,  '(4,  in  23  Inf.,  .ind 
served  until  May,  '65. 

■Samuel  Bret/. 

George  \\  . Bret/,  G,  21.  en.  Sept..  '(4.  cap.  .it  6.'hick.im,iuga. 

died  in  .Vnderson\  ille,  June  2t>,  '(tl. 

Isaac  Carrick. 

Carlo  C.dl.  K,  BHI,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Cyrus  ,T.  Call,  K,  lOO,  en,  Aug'.,  't>2,  m.  o.  June,  'Go. 

Barney  Collin.s. 

Robert  Collin.s,  Xavv. 

William  Collins,  C,  ‘Jl,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  killed  at  Chickamauga, 
.'>ept.  Ill,  '6d. 

Leonard  C.  Caruthers,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '6d,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 
Thomas  Collins,  E,  72. 

Charles  Creps,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  died  at  Prestonburg,  Ky., 
Xov.,  '61. 

A.  M.  Drain,  K,  16H,  en.  May,  '64,  pro.  1 Lieut.,  dis.  .Sept.,  '64. 
Le'vvis  C.  Dubbs,  I,  6S,  com.  2 Lieut.  Oct.  '61,  resigned 
April,  6d. 

C.  C.  Eddy. 

Jacob  B.  Edgar,  I I,  21,  en.  Sejit., '61,  m.  o.  June,  '6.7. 

S.  L.  Edgar,  C,  10,  Car.  of  Illinois,  en.  Sept., '61,  re-en.  Jan., 

'64,  m.  ().  Xm'.,  '6a. 

Joseph  Elder,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug., '61,  re-en.  in  B,  4,  U.  S.  Cav., 
at  Xashx  ille,  Tenn.,  dis.  Dec.  2,  '6-j,  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

Martin  Elder,  E,  34,  en.  July,  '61,  killed  in  action.  Sept., 
'63,  near  Fayettev  ille,  \ a. 

J.  M.  Elder,  E,  170,  en.  July  2.  '64,  dis.  June  27,  '(i.7. 

Roger  Finnev,  K,  18-5,  en.  Jan.,  '6-7,  m.  o.  Seitt., 'O-'i. 

W.  L.  Gamby. 

Joseph  Gorno. 

Edwin  Gorton,  1,  111,  en.  July,  '62,  dis.  for  dis.  Jan.,  '63. 

Jacob  Heath,  .A,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '61,  dis.  at  Detroit,  '62. 

Adam  Hock,  I,  17,  en.  Sept., 'I'd,  m.  o.  Xov., '67. 

Samuel  Housley,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61  ,died  June  22,  '67,  at  Lou- 
isville. 

George  D.  Insley,  D,  9'.i,  en.  Aug., ’62,  pro.  Corp.,  tr.  to  Co.  D, 
70,  Inf.,  I )ec.,  '64.  j 

Ethan  Ingraham,  I,  21.  en.  Aug.,  '61,  wounded  at  Chicka-  ; 
inauga,  dis.  June, '*'i4. 

A.  B.  Ingraham,  I,  21,  en.  .Aug., '61,  m.  o.  Sept., '64.  ! 

Oliver  Ingraham,  1,  21,  en.  .Aug., '61,  cap.  near  Lexington,  I 
S.  C.,  m.  o.  June,  '67.  | 

Xicholas  Ireland,  K,  4',  en.  Sept., '61,  re-en.  F eb., '64,  m.  o.  i 
in  Tex  as, '67.  i 

James  Kerr.  ! 

James  AV.  Knaggs,  C.  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  ywo.  Capt.  Co.  B,  Oct. 

3,  '62,  from  1st  Lieut.  Co.  C,  wounded  in  battle  of  -Stone  ! 
River,  resigned  Jidy,  '63.  j 

Owen  H.  Laney,  I,  12-k  en.  July, '62,  wounded  and  cap.,  m.  o.  | 
June,  '67.  | 

Luke  H.  Laney,  K,  101,  en.  Aug., '62,  m.  o.  July,  '67.  j 

Montgomery  Loomis.  j 

Reuben  Love.  : 

James  Lyons,  G.  10.  Cav.,  en.  L)ec.,  '63,  lost  an  arm  while  on  I 
duty,  m.  o.  July,  '67.  ' 

Lewis  W.  McCrory,  .A,  Iti'.i,  en.  June  3,  '62,  cap.  Sept.  8,  '63, 
in  action  at  Limestone  .Sta.,  d'enn.,  was  contined  in 
Libbv  prison,  in  Belle  File,  Castle  Thunder,  and  in 
Anderson  vide,  par.,  m.  o.  .May,  '67. 

Philander,  McCrorv,  Co.  H.  2nd  Battl'n  12th  L'.  .S.  1.  en.  in  I 
'67.  In  '67,  that  Battl'n  was  formed  into  21st  Regt.  ! 
dis.  in  1871. 

T.  J.  .McMahan,  Wisconsin  Inf. 

f Henrv  Mercer.  G,  1.  L..  .Art,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '67. 

Charles  .A.  Mercer,  C,  11.  enlisted  in  1>^64.  I 

Reason  Mercer,  K.  111.  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  dis.  Dec.  7,  '62,  on 

Stirg's  cert,  of  dis.  I 

Horace  Mercer,  Lb  HE  en.  .V'ug.  P>, '62,  m.  o.  June  27,  '67.  | 

Isaac  Moe,  .A.  72,  en.  Xov..  '(il.  I 

Charles  .A.  Mercer,  C.  HI. 

William  .Mercer,  D2,  en.  Sept..  'Ii4,  m.  o.  July.  '67. 

.Samuel  Mercei',  K.  HI,  en.  .\tig..  '62.  apptd.  Corp.  Xi'v.  | 
1,  '64,  m.  o.  wuh  Company  June  27.  '67.  j 

Rufus  Mercer,  is  said  to  have  enlisted  from  this  township. 
James  .Miller,  .\,  72,  en.  Dee.,  'id , dis.  for  dis.,  July,  '62. 

Meriters  i It  is  said,  there  wi  re  tuo  other  Mercers  triun  this  , 
• twp.  in  the  army i,  i 

. 'Lhomas  Miller.  B.  HI,  it,.  Aug.  '62,  m.o.  lime,  '67.  ! 

. James  W.  .Mitchell.  B,  HI,  en.  Dec., '63.  tr.  Co.  G,  M.iy, '64, 
tr.  to  Do.  m.  o.  jui'm.  'i'i7 

Eugene  .Mitchell,  B.  iH.en.  Deix,  '63,  tr.  Co.  Ci,  .May, '64,  , 
cap.,  ilied  in  Tenn.,  .Nov.  12,  '64.  I 
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t 
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Henry  Mitchell,  B,  IH.en.  .Aug.. '62,  died  ;it  Bowling  Green, 
Ky.,  Jan.  4,  '63. 

William  Xorris,  C,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '67. 

Henrv  Ransbottom,  I),  311,  Musician,  dietl  in  .Andersonviile, 
' Feb.  23.  '67. 

Wm.  Ransbottom,  G.  1.  L.  ,\rt.,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  wounded  at 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  dis.  for  dis.,  May,  '67. 

William  Robinson. 

Leland  Richards,  B,  77. 

Edward  Roe,  .A,  182,  en.  Aug.,  '64,  m.  o.  with  Co.,  July,  '67. 

Rice  Rodney. 

Benjamin  Rusco,  K,  187,  en.  Jan.,  '67,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '67. 

Josiah  Rusco. 

C.  L.  Sayler.  D,  11th,  en.  June  20,  '61,  m.  o.  with  Company 
June  21,  '64. 

John  B.  Sayler.  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Oct.,  '62.  ca]i.  Dec.  10,  '64,  in 
action  at  Springfield,  Ga.,  killed  Dec.  26,  '64,  in  action 
at  Worthing  Church,  Ga. 

James  S.  .Salsbery,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  cap.  near  Lenoir, 
Term.,  par.  Dec.  27,  '63,  m.  o.  June,  '67, 

Isaac  M.'.Shaw,  C,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '61.  pro.  Cor.,  dis.  .Sept..  '64. 

.Abraham  I'.  .Sizer,  A,  14,  en..Aug.  17,  '61,  died  July  23,  '62,  at 
Pulaski,  Tenn. 

Henry  Showers,  en.  .Aug.  4,  '62,  tr.  to  Invalid  Cor])s,  m.  o. 
June,  '67. 

Xicholas  Stockwed. 

Clinton  Smith. 

FTank  Spooner,  G,  1 .Art. 

Beklon  .Starr,  D,  86,  died  at  Cumberland  Gap,  Xov.  8,  '63. 

Julius  Thomas,  B,  21  (3  mos.l,  .April  to  .Aug.,  '61, 

Jonathan  Wheaton,  .Andrew  W’eiton,  .Selden  Welton,  Hiram 
and  John  Woodworth,  served  during  the  war. 

John  H.  Woodworth,  H,  3 Cav.,  en,  .March,  '67,  m.  o. 
.Aug.,  '67. 

John  E.  Woodwortti,  C,  llEen.  .Aug., '62,  wounded  at  I'rank- 
lin,  m.  o.  June,  '67. 

John  A'oung,  reported  buried  in  the  South. 

Gotleib  G'tterbach  (located  here  just  after dischargei,  K,  133, 
en.  .Aug.  3,  '62,  wounded  May  14,  '64,  in  battle  of 
Resaca,  Ga.,  also  June  13,  '64,  in  action  at  Xuses 
Creek,  Ga.,  m.  o.  June  12,  '67. 


MIDDLETON  TOWNSHIP. 

This  roster  is  based  upon  a list  of  names, 
published  in  the  Scntiiu-/  of  .March  30,  1S95, 
taken  from  the  Perrysburg'  [oiiriuil  of  war  days. 

The  records  are  added  from  the  .Adjutant- 
General's  reports;  while  many  names,  not  given 
in  the  original  list,  were  supplied  by  soldiers,  now 
residing  in  the  township.  The  lists  were  sub- 
mitted to  Robert  Pargeliis,  Fred  Peinert,  \'al. 
Schwind,  and  other  veterans  tor  correction. 

Seneca  H.  .At  mitage,  .A,  111,  en.  Dec.,  '63.tr.  to  D3,  June,  'i'-''. 

Thomas  .Armitage,  .A,  1S2.  on.  .\ug.,  '64.  ni.  o.  JuK,  '67. 

E.  E.  .Austin,  -A,  HI,  on.  Doc.,  '63,  wouiulod  at  Rvs.ica,  died 
at  Ch.ittanooga,  June  r!n,  '64. 

William  Barnes,  14,  i n.  Feb.,  '64,  dis.  for  dis.  .Sept.,  '64. 

.Amos  Barr.  .\,  14.  en.  .Aug.,  '61;  died  at  Lexington,  K\.. 

Xov.  28,  'I'd.  ^ ■ 

She]ii)enl  Bemis,  B,  HI.  en.  .Atig.,  '(>3,  .A.  Co.  G,  .M.iy,  '64, 
m.  o.  May.  '67. 

lames  Bemis.  B,  111,  en.  July,  '6i2.  wounded  at  X.ishville.  ti. 
to  1S3,  I line.  '67. 

Ezra  D.  Bemi'.-,  B,  HI,  en.  July,  '62.  died  at  Bowling  t'treen. 

Kv.,  I )ec.  7,  'ti2. 

Const, iiitine  Beal,  B,  HI,  en.  July,  '62,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  p.ir. 

Dec..  '63,  pro.  Lieut.  1 Col.  .Art.  Dec.,  '64,  ni.  o. 

.March,  '66.  | 
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William  H.  Ik'al,  1],  111,  com.  1 Lieut.  May,  ’f)3,  pro.  Capt. 
to  date  from  N'ov.,  '!>4,  served  from  Aug.,  ’tld,  to  close 
of  war. 

Julius  D.  Holies,  !>,  Ill,  en.  July,  pro.  1 Sergt.  from  Sergt. 
March,  'tvl,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par.  Dec.,  'Gd,  |)ro.  '1 
Lieut.  Co.  A A[>ril,  'G4,  to  1 Lieut.  June,  'G4,  m.  o. 
June, 

lohn  Bowles,  C,  21,  en.  Aoril,  'Gl,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'GL 

Richard  Bowles,  C,  "21,  en.  Aprih  'Gl,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'GL 

Charles  I).  Brown,  182,  en.  Aug.,  'G4,  m.  o.  July,  'W. 

William  Brown,  A,  111,  en.  July,  '*i2,  tr.  to  184,  June,  'G.j. 

James  B,  Carter,  B,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  G'J,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par., 
Dec.  'Gd,  m.  o.  as  Sergeant,  June,  'Go. 

Henry  J.  Carter,  H,  G7,  en.  (Jet.,  'Gl,  pro.  1 .Serg't.  and  2nd 
i.ieut.,  died  June  1,  'G4,  at  Hamilton,  \'a. 

Robert  Clark,  .V,  111,  en.  Dec.,  'G.'l,  died  Feb.  2G,  'G.V,  at  Wil- 
niingt<in,  X.  C. 

Abner  M.  Clark,  .V,  lll,en.  Dec.,  'Gd,  wountled  at  Resaca, 
tr.  to  18d,  June,  'Go. 

D.  V.  Clark,  B,  111,  en.  -Vug.,  'G2.  caj).  near  Lenoir,  died  in 
.-Vndersonville,  June  G,  'G4. 

Solomon  Cook,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  'G2,  dis.  for  dis.,  after  long 
service,  March,  'Go. 

.Andrew  Cobley,  B,  111,  en.  July,  'G2,  dis.  for  dis.,  March.  'G3. 

David  Creps,  said  to  have  enlisted  from  this  township. 

Ben.  F.  Decker,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  'G'J,  ca[).  near  L.enoir,  died 
June  21,  ‘G4,  in  .-Vndersonv  ille. 

Jeremiah  Decker,  B,  111,  en.  .-Vitg.,  G2,  c;ip.  near  Lenoir,  died 
.-Vug.  18,  'G4,  in  .Andersonville. 

Madison  Decker,  E,  1,  .Mich.  Cav. 

George  W.  Dickerson,  F.  144,  May  to  .Aug.,  'G4. 

James  R.  Doty.  21,  Ind.  B,  L.  .Art.,  en.  Dec., 'ti2,  m.  o.  July, 'G.j. 

Lewis  Downs,  K,  o2,  en.  July,  'G2,  tr.  2 Batt.  V’.  K.  C.,  May,  G4. 

Henry  Downs,  K,  'GT,  en.  (Jet.,  'Gl,  tr.  to  Co.  E. 

J.  S.  Duncan,  .A,  111,  en.  Dec.,  'Gd.  died  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Mar.  17,  'G4. 

Daniel  Ehle,  B.  Ill,  en.  .-Vug.,  'G2,  dis.  for  dis.,  Jan.,  'G3. 

Robert  Emmons,  F,  144,  May  to  -Aug.,  'G)4. 

Charles  E.  Ewing.  .A,  182,  en.  .Sept.,  'G4,  m.  o.  July,  G.j. 

Henrv  Ewing,  E,  1,  Vlich.  C;iv. 

L.  B.  J.  Ewing,  .A,  111,  en.  Dec.,'o3,  woundeil  at  Resaca,  dis. 
for  dis.  Sept.,  'G4. 

Edward  Ewing,  K,  o2.  en.  Ju!y,'G2. 

Sam.  S.  Ew  ing,  21,  Bat.  I..  .Art.,  en.  Jan.,  'G3,  m.  o.  .Aug., 'Go. 

Redding  Everett,  B.  Ill,  from  .-Vug., 'G2,  to  Xov.,'G3. 

William  J.  Evers,  F,  1,  Mich.  (,'av. 

Daniel  V\'.  Frtisier. 

P.  G.  Garrett,  B,  144,  en.  .May,'G4,  cap.  at  Monocacy,  Md., 
ex.,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'ti4. 

Charles  Genson,  B,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  'G2,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par. 
Dcc.,'G3.  m.  o.  June, '()5. 

Silas  Gen.son. 

Jonathan  41.  Genson,  K.  o2,  en.  July, 'G2,  died  at  Nashville, 
Se[it.  2o,  'G2. 

Charles  F.  Genson.  .A,  182,  en.  Feb., 'G4,  m.  o.  Julv. 'Go. 

Lafayette  Hale,  H,  21,  en.  Sefjt., 'Gl,  m.  o.  July,  Ti.V. 

Morris  Hanford,  F,  Ifih,  en.  July,'G2,  m.  o.  [une, 'G'l. 

Gains  B.  Hanford,  .A,  14,  en.  .8ept.,  'Gl,  m.  o.  [ulv,  'Go. 

Charles  Htmford,  1,  11.  en.  Sept., 'Gl,  wounded  at  Chicka- 
mauga,  died  ( 'ct.  G.  'G3, 

Steven  H.iynes,  1,  14,  en.  .-V|iril, 'Gl,  then  re-i'nlisted. 

Eli  Henderson,  K,  ii,  C;iv..  en.  ()ct.,'G)l,  m.  o.  Aug., 'Go. 

William  Henderson,  K,  3 Cav.,  en.  (.)ct.,  'GL 

Ib-ncy  Hoobler,  H,  21.  en.  .Seiit.,  'G2,  tr.  to  V.  R.C.,  .Vpril,'G4. 

Albert  Hoffman,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug., '(>2,  ca]).  near  l.e-noir,  par. 
.Vlarch,  'G.’>,  m.  o.  M.i\  , 'G.J, 

Chester  L.  llow.ird,  I,  14,  en.  .Aug..'Gl,  m.  o.  Aug..'Gl. 

.lames  Hoffman,  B,  111,  en.  .Vug.. G2,  m.  o.  June, 'G7>. 

James  Johnston,  B,  111,  en.  Aug.,  'G2,  dis.  Dec.,  '('2,  at  Bow- 
ling ( Ireen,  Ky. 

Peiijamin  Johnson,  .V,  BIO,  en.  JuU,  'G2,  ca]>.  .Sept.  8, 'ic;,  died 
in  Richmond  prison,  June  'Gl. 

Ephraim  Johnson,  Ik  111.  en.  .Vug.,  'G2,  ea[i.  mar  Lenoir, 
par.  Nov.  'Gl,  m.  o.  June,  'G.‘). 

Nelson  Jolmson,  Ik  111,  ' ii.  Julv,  'G2,  dieil  .it  Munh  rdville, 
Ky.,  Julv  8,  'G3. 

Joseph  Ke-liy,  B,  111,  en.  May.  G.l,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'G4. 


I I).  Knapf),  .-V,  111.  en.  Dec.  'G3,  tr.  to  183,  June,  'G-V. 

I Clark  Keeler,  B,  111,  en.  July,  'G2,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  tiar. 
March,  'G.J,  m.  o.  May,  'G-J. 

James  J.  Madole,  I,  14,  en.  .April,  'Gl,  m.  o.  .Aug.  'Gl. 

William  H.  -Miller,  G,  14,  en.  Jan.,  'G4,  tlied  at  Ringgold 
Ga., -March,  13, '64. 

H.  O.  Nearing,  B,  14-1,  en.  May,  'G4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'G4. 

Istuic  Nearing,  3,  Cav.,  died  at  Miltonville,  Ohio. 

Alexander  Pargellis,  K,  40,  en.  .Sept.,  'Gl,  wounded  Dec.  31, 
'G2,  at  biittle  of  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  tr.  to  V.  R.  C., 
Nov.  '63. 

.Andrew'  Pargellis,  K,  49,  en.  .Sept.,  'Gl,  dis.  for  dis.  March, 
'62,  B,  11 1,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  cap\  near  Lenoir,  Tenn.,  Nov. 
IG,  'G3,  par.  .-Vpril,  'G4,  m.  o.  June,  G.J. 

Robert  Pargellis,  C,  21,  en.  .April  2J,  'Gl,  m.  o.  with  Co.  .Aug. 
12,  'Gl. 

W.  H.  Payne,  K,  G7,  en.  Nov.,  'Gl,  did  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
July  .5,  'G4. 

Fred  Peinert,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  'Gl,  dis.  for  dis.  March,  'G3. 
j Daviil  D.  Plemon,  C.  21,  en.  .Aug.,  'Gl,  m.  o.  as  Corp.  lulv,  'G.J. 

I James  Phice,  G,  lU  Cav.,  en.  (3ct.,  '62,  ajipt.  P'arrier  Jan.,  'G-'J, 
! m.  o.  July,  'G-J. 

Thomas  Plemon,  C,  21,  en.  -Vug.,  'G2,  tr.  to  V.  R.  C.  March,  G4. 
Peter  Peaney.  B,  111,  en.  July,  'Gi2,  m.  o,  June,  'Go. 

Wm.  H.  Rudulph,  H,  2 -Art.,  en.  July,  '63,  m.  o.  as  Corp. 
.Aug.,  'G.J. 

Henrv  Robinson,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'Gl,  died  at  Louisville,  Dec. 
' 2J.  '62. 

James  k).  Robinson.  F,  8G.  en.  June,  'G2,  m.  o.  Feb.,  'Go. 

Wm.  RuthertJ.ird,  .A,  14,  en.  Se[.it.,  Gl,  m.  o.  ns  Corporal 
July,  'G.J. 

Luke  T.  Russell,  El,  111,  en.  July.  'G2,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  d.ied 
fuly  20,  'G4,  in  .Vndersonville. 

\\  illiam  .Sargent,  is  said  to  ha\'e  enlisted  from  this  tw  p. 

John  Sweet,  .A,  182,  en.  .Aug.,  'G4,  m.  o.  July,  'G.J. 

Joseph  -A.  Smith,  D,  8G,  en.  lime.  'G3.  died  at  Cani[)  Nelson, 
Ky.,  Dec.  G,  'G.'k 

Roy  -Smith,  enlisted  from  this  township. 

John  P.  .Stine,  .A,  111,  en.  D>.‘C.,  'G3,  tr.  to  183,  June,  'G.J. 
'William  Stine.  I',  144,  May  to.Aug.,'G4. 

Geo.  Sawer,  G.  Bl  Cav.,  en.  Dec.,  G3,  m.  o.  Jul\-,  'GJ. 

VVhn.  -Sawer,  1.111,  en.  .Vug., 'G2,  died  at  Knnxi'iile,  E'eb. 
29,  'G4. 

Henry  Schliser,  en.  -April,  'Gl,  m.  o.  'Gl,  re-enlisted. 

I Harvey  Spencer,  C,  21.  en.  .Aug.,  'Gl,  cap.  at  Chickamauga, 
j died  in  Danville  [irison,  Jan.  3,  'G4. 

I -Alexander  .Stewart,  H,21.  cn.  Oct,,  'G2,  m.  o.  July.  'G.J. 

! Edward  Stevens,  D.  1 1 1 . en.  .Vug.,  'G2,  killed  near  Si>ring 
I Hill,  Tenn.,  Nov.  30,  'G4. 

.-Vmos  Tw  ining,  18  Regular  Inf. 

Eli  Twining,  .A,  111.  en,  Dec.,'G3,  died  .Vug.  2G,  'G4,  at  Knox- 
ville. 

Charles  Twining,  -A,  111,  en.  Dec.,  'G3,  died  Sept.  11.  '04,  .it 
Knoxville. 

Richard  Ulrich,  I,  14,  en.  .A[>ril,  'Gl,  m.  o.  'GL 
John  D.  Wellever,  K,  3 Cav.,  en.  'G_’,  m,  o.  'G-J. 

Robert  Wallaci',  D,  80,  en.  July  8.  'G2,  m.  o.  .Sept.  ‘.G.  'GJ. 

Levi  Watkins,  C,  21,  .Vpril  to  .Aug.  'Gl. 

.Almon  E.  VV'ilson,  .-V,  111,  en.  Dec.,  'G3,  tr.  to  18.'1,  June.  'GJ. 
losefih  Wilson,  4',  80,  en.  June,  'G9>,  ni.  o.  Feb.,  G4. 
i Ross  Wickham.  B.  Ill,  en.  July,  'G2,  cap.  near  Li.-noir,  died 
i in  Richmond  |irison,  Jan.  28,  'G4. 

' Wm.  W'ickham,  Jr.,  B.  Ill  en.  Jul\-,  'G2,  caj).  near  Lenoir. 

died  in  .VndersoiU'ille,  M.irch  27,  '('4. 

, VV’m.  Wickham,  .Sr.,  .-V,  111.  en.  Dec.,  'GJ,  dis.  M.irch.  GJ. 
James  T.  Wickham,  is  s.iid  to  have  en.  from  this  township. 
Everett  Woodruff.  K,  DJ,  en,  4'eb,,  'GJ,  m,  o,  .Sept.,  'G.J. 

John  .M.  Woodruff.  B.  Ill,  en.  Jidy,  'GJ,  pro.  Sergt.  J m..  'G-1, 
‘Jd  Lieut.  .Nov..  'G-k  wanmded.  [iro.  1st  I.ieut,  Co.  D.. 
.-Vpril,  'Gl.  wounded  ne.ir  .Vtl.int.i,  m.  o.  June,  '''J. 

-MILTON  TOWNSmiE 

The  names  ot  Milton  tounsliip  soMiers,  who 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Kehellion,  are  oi\en  in 
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the  following  roster  and  record,  compiled  princi-  | 
pally  from  Dr.  Hill’s  general  muster  of  the  town-  ; 
ship,  d'he  list  was  submitted  for  revision  and  | 
correction  in  Weston  and  Grand  Rapids,  as  well  j 
as  in  Milton  township. 

William  Allen. 

B.  F.  Ash,  1,  144,  May.  'hi,  to  Aug.,  'h4. 

Andrew  Beckman,  K,  lUd,  en.  .\uy.,  m.  o.  June,  >>.a. 
Dickerson  Bowles,  1,  hS,  Dec.,  '<U,  woimdi-d  May  Ifi,  at 
Champion  Hills,  and  before  Atlanta,  Aug.  10,  '04,  m. 
o.  Dec.,  '04. 

John  \V.  Bowles,  C,  ‘21,  en.  April,  '01,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '01. 

Wintield  Ba.rber,  F,  21 , en.  Sept.,  '01,  transf'd  to  Engineer 
C0141S  Aug.  28,  '04.  \’eteran. 

Isaac  Brown. 

Eugene  Berry. 

John  E.  Clark,  B,  111,  .Aug.,  '02,  ilis.  for  disability  Xov.  2.0, 
'02,  I,  144,  en.  May  2,  '04,  dis.  for  disability  .Mciy  12,  '04.  J 
Malbrun  W.  Castle,  H,  21,  .Aug.,  '02,  died  at  Graysville,  Ga., 
Aj.ril  11, '04. 

Nelson  F.  Campbell,  I,  08,  March,  '04,  July,  '0,5. 

Enoch  Camitbell,  I,  08,  (3ct.  TjI,  July,  '0i.'>. 

James  Crego,  I,  08.  Dec.,  '01,  July,  Oo. 

Marion  Cox,  1,87,  June,  '02  (on  transfer  from  8-jth),  to  Oct.  '02. 
Degory  Credicott,  G,  10,  Cav.,  Dec.,  '08,  to  Julv,  'O.'). 

Robert  Dague,  K,  111,  Aug.,  '02,  killed  at  Franklin,  Nov. 
30,  '04. 

B.  F.  Dean,  F,  10,  .March,  '04,  July,  '0.7.  j 

James  T.  Dean,  H,  21,  Se[;t.,  'fil,  dis.  .March,  '03,  on  account  I 
of  wounds,  and  D,  SO,  June,  '03,  to  Feb.,  '(>4,  as  2 Lieut.  * 
John  O.  Dubbs,  H,  21,  Se[it.,  '01,  killed  at  Cliattanooga,  1 
Tenn.,  Se[it.  20,  '03.  j 

Freeman  Pillsworth,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '01,  died  at  Louisville,  1 
Ky.,  June  11,  '02. 

Edwin  P' ranee,  D,  80,  July,  '03,  to  P'eb.,  '04.  I 

Julius  Greeley,  D,  111,  .Aug., '02,  killed  In  battle  of  Franklin,  | 
Tenn.,  Nov.  30,. '04.  | 

George  M.  Gunter,  H,  21,  Sept.,  '01,  died  Jan.  lo,  '02.  | 

William  P..  Hill,  G,  80,  .M;iy,  '02,  tr.  Co.  D,  87,  June, '02,  m.  o.  ! 

Oct.,  '02.  I 

Wblliam  \V.  Hill,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Oct.  1,  '02,  m.  o.  June  12,  ! 
'0.5,  wounded  three  times,  had  left  leg  amputated,  re- 
sult of  wound  rec'd  at  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  Aug.  20,  '04.  j 
Daniel  H.  Hill,  K,  84,  May,  '02,  to  Sept.,  '02,  and  G,  li)  Cav.,  i 
Oct., '02,  apptd.  Sergt.  Jan., 'Oo,  1st.  Sergt.  Sejit., '04, 
pro.  to  2d  Lieut.  Co.  C,  May,  'Oo,  m.  o.  with  Co.  July, 
'05,  wounded  at  Ringgold,  Ga. 

Joseph  B.  Hill,  K,  84,  May  to  Sept., '02,  and  Co.  G,  10,  Oct., 
'62,  t(j  July,  '65,  pro.  from  Sergt.  of  Co.  G to  Capt.  of 
Co.  E. 

Matthew  Hill,  K,  84,  May  to  Sept.,  '02,  and  G,  10,  Dec.,  '63,  to 
death  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  .May  31,  '60. 

Lewis  Hill,  20,  N.  A'.  Cavalry. 

William  Hill,  G,  10,  en.  Dec., '03,  died  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
April  10,  '65. 

Thomas  Hdl,  I,  29,  en.  Aug., '04,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Thomas  B.  Plill,  served  in  130th  Indiana  Regt. 

Hiram  A.  Hunter,  B,  21,  April  to  .Aug., '01,  and  B,  111,  -Aug., 
'62,  to  June,  '05,  a prisomm  for  I year  and  11  days. 

Milo  C.  Hunter,  1),  80,  June,  '03,  to  P'eb.,  '04. 

Nathan  Hunter. 

Nathaniel  Pleller,  D,  111,  .Aug., '02,  to  lune, '65. 

George  Heller,  K,  84,  .May  to  Sept., '02,  and  Co.  G,  10,  from 
Oct., '02,  to  June,  '05,  [irisoner  for  six  months. 

James  L.  Henning,  K.  84,  May  to  .Sept., '02. 

Lewis  J.  Henning,  G,  lO,  Dec., '03.,  to  lulv,  '05. 

James  Hutchinson,  B,  111,  en.  July, 'ti2,  diecl  July  3,  in  .An- 
der.sonville. 

Philson  Huti  hinson,  1,  21,  en.  Aug.,  02,  dis.  for  wnunds,  M;iy 
18,  '04. 

John  Hutchinson,  I,  t'.S,  March,  '01,  to  Inly,  '05. 

Samuel  B.  Hutchinson,  C.,  In,  Dec.. 'n.'l,  to  lulv, 't>5. 

William  H.  Harts,  H,  49,  Aug.  15, 'til,  to  Nov., '05,  wounded  ' 
.It  Bicki’tt's  .M ills.  i 


Jeremiah  C.  Harts,  H,  49,  .Aug.  15, '01,  to  Nov., '(>5,  wounded 
at  .Stone  River. 

Joh.n  J.  Pl.irtz,  G,  10,  en.  Nov.,  '02,  died  in  .\ndersonvil!.- 
i.)ec.  21,  '04. 

Isaac  N.  Plartz,  G,  10,  Cav.,  en.  Oct., '02,  m.  o.  July,  '05. 

John  C.  Keiffer,  I,  08,  en.  March,  — , m.  o.  July,  '05. 

Altraham  Lance,  H,  2,  Cav.,  en.  Jan.,  04,  served  to  June,  t)5. 
John  Lewis,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug., '02,  served  to  Oct., '03. 

James  M.  Marks,  H,  08,  Nov.,  '<>1,  July,  'li5. 

.Samuel  Macatee,  H,  08,  Nov.,  '01,  I)ec..  '04. 

William  Mil'erun,  G,  10,  Oct.,  '02,  July,  'ti5. 

Silas  .Moorehouse,  I,  4 U.  .S.  Inf. 

Abraham  Morrison,  A,  100,  en.  Aug.,  '02,  died  at  Covington, 
Ky.,  Sepit.,  '02. 

Thomas  J.  Moore,  G,  10,  Dec.,  '03,  July,  '05. 

Ira  H.  Morehouse,  I,  t>8,  Oct.,  '01,  dietl  at  New  .Albany,  In'I. 
March  19,  '02. 

Leonard  Morehouse,  I,  144,  en.  May,  'tl4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '04. 
John  M.  Neifer,  H,  tin,  P'eb.,  '04,  to  July,  '05. 

Barnett  Older,  1,  08,  Oct.,  'til,  Aug., 'ti‘2,  leg  amputated. 

Silas  Older,  I,  08,  Oct.,  'til,  to  Oct.,  'ti2. 

Andrew  Pi^wers,  B,  111,  .Aug., '02,  died  at  Bowling  Green. 
Kv.,  May  24.  '03. 

P'rank  Powers,  1,  08.  en.  Nov.,  '01,  m.  o.  July,  '05 
Charles  Rhoda,  H,  0(j,  en.  .March,  'ti4,  m.  o.  July,  '05. 

B.  B.  Richardson,  G,  10,  Dec.,  'ti3,  July,  '05. 

Isaac  W.  Swartz,  B,  111,  en.  July,  'ti2,  cap.  Nov.  16,  '03,  par. 

Dec.,  '03,  m.  o.  '65. 

Ed.  H.  Swander.  P7,  115. 

Isaac  Swartz,  B,  111,  July,  '82,  to  June,  '05,  a prisoner  four 
months. 

G.  W.  Spangler,  I,  144,  .May  2,  '04,  to  .May  12,  'ti4. 

David  .Stratton,  K,  84,  May,  'ti'2,  to  Sept.,  'tl2,  ami  Co.  G,  h.t, 
Oct.,  '02,  to  July,  'ti5,  pro.  from  Ca[)t'.  to  Major. 
Thomas'W.  Taylor,  K,  111,  .Aug.,  '02,  to  .-April,  '03,  dis.  on 
Surg's  cert,  of  dis. 

William  Taylor,  PL  21,  Sept.,  'til,  killed  at  Stone  River, 
Tenn.,  Jan.  ‘2,  '153. 

Jame.s  Taylor,  PI,  21,  .Sept..  '01.  killed  near  A’ining  Sta,,  Ga. 

July  9,  '04. 

John  PI . Thomjison. 

Joseph  M.  Wagoner,  K,  84,  May  to  Sept.,  '02,  and  Co.  G,  10, 
Oct.,  '02,  to  July,  '05. 

C.  M.  Walling,  C,  128,  en.  .Aug.,  V4,  m.  o.  June,  '05. 

William  Walling,  I,  tis,  .Aug.,  '04,  to  May,  'ti5. 

A'irgil  Walling,  I,  08.  March,  '04,  to  July,  '(i5. 

P'rank  Whitney,  H,  2 Cav.,  .Aug.,  '01,  wounded  at  Summit 
Ft.,  \’a.,  .Aug.  27,  '04,  m.  o.  June,  '05. 

Ezra  Whitney. 

Warren  W.  VVhitney,  PI,  2 Cav.,  Dec.,  '03,  m.  o.  June,  '05. 


MONTGOMERY  TOWNSHIP. 


The  work  of  compiling  the  following  list  of  the 
soliJiers  sent  from  this  township  into  the  Union 
regiments,  from  1861  to  the  close  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  was  reiulereil  easy  by  the  action  of 
the  people  in  erecting  a monument  to  them  at 
Freeport,  on  which  are  inscribeil  their  names,  a.- 
well  as  by  the  co-oper;ition  of  veterans  throngh.- 
ont  the  township.  The  names  of  John  Ruble. 
Levi  Shroyer  anil  John  Shonp.  with  a recor'l  of 
each,  whose  records  are  given  mi  the  momiment 
as  they  were  enlisted  in  Montgomery,  will  appear 
in  the  roster  of  Portage  townshi[\  where  they  re- 
siderl  at  time  of  enlistment. 


-^,— --- 


( ,ii4«««>«  fir 
, , /rt»}%v»^***/.  U 


. I .!(•  (’I  A,'/.  *»♦  .K.’HiiH  U 'HMifjtmX 

t j>'.  ,d<  „v,i/  I'.  "I  v»‘,Wi.>^  J /tfH 
.kr  , t'f , 

f3r'  ^>ivf  -■  .ifj  .V‘v * f‘,11* , I “f  /.iini ’ / 

i'  ,‘Ui-  <.  ».t  .tWi.J  " ,f)'  •'  » .■T'<h‘''l'>4  > fldal 

’ft . .ii 


gi  »»<  (.•  ,•  (.i  nu(  .rw  i.v*  I AVi/ty^jti'uii-itk'fd/i. 

?.'»  ' ■ .1  f’  ivvia  ,*?*  , , > f"<  -111  -.i[  iU,l*'*]L 

.>•  'ti  l ,1*''  , M -■►  i’l  St  54  ■ ayincf^ 
i'l  >.»0  .T'  </i</  ,®Ki)  (VorjAI^  i-.f«(iinit 


-ir»fnq  biiley WO  ,h^C^T  bnn  isJaoi  arfi 

-ir.voJ  -?<fj  '1#  ,,'  i 

hfui  Jjcfv^' jail  .qirfa 

Ili^V  ai,  fjfijBjr)  iW!te5>7(  (4 

ififlifsoviTQ^  PMsiUli!  m 8*„ 

r;,  -'if.  ' 

'»  >*’*  ,i?4v14  \t 


1 

>.  V 


Oi/I  .t-r  .J>0  >(  rriciftt  //  | .yaul  .*i  .rjl  .Pa^TJ^feA  .na  :)t  fa*urt)l^ 

' ,lnl  ,^  . i I ,!  bi'i{jnua'v  .1 


>n.'  J I/,  !(  i|>  .-.■<*■/.  .ffJ.'H,*!  ,A  .<T>’is'.  r'l  ^'fTint!t,i«rA  ■I- ,f.4ai>(i/.  yio?5(1 , h<«. 


y I .v>ul  .^■'V|,JM^l, 

//•//  3ii  ,lf!' , )->n  ,>?*., k„*i/.'K,)itfiit'i4  ,H  t, 'll  j 
' i .‘4(‘;  ,|l?l. 

• ■ (1)  .pt’  , n'.f/  J 


i»A  h‘V>.nATf Kf*'  ,tii  ,ti  |4ai!il4ft  tf ' iBi  » T' 


II  fj  ,?•!  .Vi.4 


r ,i 


' V‘-‘l  ■ ^ ;f'*  j'>'V  ’<!>frii4^5^V4'5«»>!l.  '‘i}*r.SS’  >3(!C*  pni#(  ^TS , ( .*u'J 

' ...  ,i'R .!» d;/<'I,'’  •’•  ■}; 

.<-ir,''  .Uil'n/,.v<^  .'H.-ltr'i. ' in 

........  ....  . . . ..  f-  .,  1,  .It,* 


■f;i.  iin  ,0 


.:^:J;iT.  ifdi , 


.f-F  .•tivfil^'  ,4yt%l/.  ,«>l  ,€  .r!4wa,,'^ 


1.«'‘,  fW} 


... ,,-  ' 

,l“t’ ,.rj-'(J  ,.vrO  //wr/W /7v.V/ rj'jyjii'V4  , ‘ . ,5a  , a 

, to  uih'y 

. ■■’  \ I.  ■'  r .1^ 

■Vv,  fit  ..  Art  'iMvfAjd#!  ti!' 


/I  ]HH>:7/OT  Y>f Hl/IOOTKOM 


01 

5^(  VKl?'iblWi>'.W<d»Sl)l^'o5ii,J|6.^^  ... 

y ,.nnuT  ,.>llivri!»hVC  ,*>ifkff  / 

i -S,-  '.WiiL*  A'S',. 


i ’V 

' ■,.§«li^I£r;f£  J>di, : Ml*  ,;yfc'/.  <»Ur^' 


-'Ij  lo  l«i(  "njv'olloi  snJ  3ni(iqnto:>  }q  ;[)OW  sill 
Jtyn -I  3f{i  pJ>ii  ^ip^iy/foi  &idi  nipjC  ^isibloa  1 ' irbn« 

K' It'// gilJ  io  '.'fcbb  .lifj  03  iaHi  ,u;o>i 

i.  nmjys  9ti3  /ci  vaci  acv,  ,/iQjlkdb,^  tirix^r^  „ „ pi  /&?i‘ 

'to  flT^nli  o:»  i’lipKiunt-m  r gfifJOijii-  'jj]'  a.lqr^aq  iOi.;0 

4iCii,T.i|yy  |o  itoiii:  |i>qo-<o 

•'iiljild  nrifij;  It'  feyrii^i  V1T  5^  *nA 

^nkuwfinrn  'mU -^iri 


litfft  I A[  .jiwil'lff  ; 


»k; 


.:;,  ^,  ,,s  , *..,y 


'jJuH  ISW*^  ' 


Uiv.'  .^‘iuUu^nol4  uj.  Y»di  ail-  ' " 


k 


''•^yrtj  yiufiv- 

‘,3tri>i«i«iJift»^)o  w TiSLife  » 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


149 


Robert  Adanis,  H,  21,  3 mos.,  and  K,  144,  now  residing  at  ! 
Chicago,  11!. 

John  Adams,  I),  21,  en.  Aug.,  'Bl,  died  Jan.,  ’f53,  at  Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn. 

David  Algyre,  C,  72,  cn.  Nov.,  ’Bl,  turned  over  to  Co.  A., 
Jan.,  ’B2. 

George  \\h  Algyre,  E,  25,  en.  June,  ‘Bl,  w'd  May  8,  'B2,  dis. 
for  dis.  July,  'B2. 

H.  D.  Algyre,  C,  72,  en.  March,  'B4,  m.  o.  Sept.,  ’B5. 

Martin  Allen,  3 Ca\-.,  buried  in  Chestnut  Riclge. 

Stephen  A.  Angus,  K,  185,  and  K,  144,  en.  .\iay,  'H4,  in  144, 
musician,  re-en.  in  185,  Jan.  'B5,  m.  o.  Nov.,  '65. 

Richard  Angus,  K,  135,  and  Iv,  144,  en.  in  May  'B4,  re-en. 

in  185,  Feb.  'B5,  m.  of  185  .Sept.,  'Bo. 

Solvenius  Arnold,  C,  195,  en.  March,  'B5,  died  Oct.  15,  '65,  at 
Ale.\andria,  \'a. 

Samuel  Angus;"  A,  25,  en.  Sept.,  '64,  dis.  July,  '65. 

William  H.  Angus,  I,  185,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  died  at  Camp  C base, 
Feb.  27,  '65. 

Fred  R.  Angus,  A,  25,  en.  Sept.,  '64,  dis.  Julv,  '65;  en.  Co.  K, 
144,  May,  '64. 

John  W.  Angus,  1B9,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

Henry  Algvre,  C,  72,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  turned  over  to  Co.  A,  Jan. 

15,  '62. 

James  Bacon,  E,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  w’d  May  2,  '63,  again  July 

l,  '63.  m.  o.  June,  '66. 

Benjamin  Bacon,  K,  144,  com.  1st  Lieut.  May,  '64,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

William  Bacon,  C,  146,  Ind.  Inf.,  pro.  1st  Lieut.,  cap.  at  Sa- 
line X Roads,  ret.  '63,  m.  o.  '65. 

Jeremiah  Baker,  I,  72,  en.  Jan.,  '62,  dis.  for  dis.  Jan.,  '63. 

Jerry  Baker,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Morris  Baker,  C,  82,  en.  Nov.,  ’61,  w’d  May  2,  '63,  m.  o. 
July,  '65. 

Peter  Baker,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.,  ’61,  killed  at  Pickett’s  Mills, 
May,  27,  ’64. 

Adam  H.  Baker,  K,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’64. 

John  Baker,  B,  57,  Wagoner,  en.  Aug.,  ’61,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’65. 
Veteran,  was  captured  and  made  a prisoner  three 
different  times. 

Albert  Bates,  I,  72,  com.  1st  Lieut.  Oct.,  ’61,  resigned  Aug.,  ’63. 
John  Bates,  C,  72,  en.  Oct.,  ’61. 

David  Bates,  F,  72,  en.  Nov.,  61,  dis.  for  dis.  Oct.,  ’62,  en. 

Sept.,  ’63,  m.  o.  Sept.,  ’65. 

Wm.  Bernard,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’64. 

Cornelius  Bierly,  C,  72,  en.  Oct.,  ’62,  tr.  to  V.  R.  C.,  Feb.  20, 
’65,  dis.  i\ug.,  ’65. 

H.  B.  Bierly,  K,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’64. 

John  Bigh'y,  F,  25,  en.  June,  ’61. 

Obediah  A.  Bigley,  E,  25,  en.  f'eS.,  ’64,  m.  o.  June  18,  ’66. 

D.  Billman,  K,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  cap.  at  Berryville,  e.x.,  m.  o. 
April,  ’65. 

Elisha  Biggerstafi',  F,25,  en.  June,  ’61,  2nd  Lieut,  prom.  1st 
Lieut.  May,  ’64,  wounded  .Aug.  30,  ’62,  and  Dec.  6,  ’64,  j 

m.  o.  June,  ’66.  i 

J.  Boardner,  — , 21. 

Calvin  Boardner,  C.  72,  en.  Nov.,  ’61,  died  at  Memphis,  i 
Tenn.,  July  29, ’62.  j 

Adam  Bovie,  K,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  cap.  .Aug.  13,  ’64,  in  action  j 
near  Berrvville,  Va..  died  in  -Salisburv  prison,  Dec.  i 

16,  ’64.  ' ' I 

Anthony  Brackley,  C,  72,  en,  Dec.,  ’61,  cap.  near  Rijdey, 

Miss.,  rn.  o.  Aug.,  ’65. 

Alfred  T.  Brooke,  K,  1 44  (now  of  Ithaca,  .Mich.),  en.  May,  ’64, 
m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Joseph  Brosius,  K,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  m.  o..Aug.,  ’64. 

Charles  A.  llryant,  R,  144,  en.  .May,  'til,  cap.  near  Berryville, 
\'a.,  died  in  Salisbury  prison,  Nov.  14. '64.  ; 

Israel  Burns,  K,  144,  en.  .May,  '64.  cap,  Aug.,  13.,  't>4,  died  in 
S.disbury  [irison,  Nov.  12,  '64. 

Alfred  Buchtel,  C,  72,  now  in  Kansas.  | 

H.  Butoff  (written  Buttolph),  K,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  m.  o.  | 
Aug.,  ’64.  I 

Charles  .A.  Carr,  I,  55,  cn  Dec.,  ’61,tr.Co.  1,3,  Regt.  \’.  R.C.,  | 
m.  o.  at  Chicago,  July,  '65. 

Reuben  Cary,  H,  49,  en.  '6i,  tr.  to  Co.  K,  ca[)tureil  .Sept.,  '(ill, 
m.  o.  |an.,  '65.  1 


Howard  Carman,  E,  25,  en.  June,  wounded  Nov.  30,  '64,  dis. 
July,  '65. 

Josiah  Chance,  — , 55,  on  Lincoln’s  body  guani,  Ma.ji.ir  in  Col. 
Regt.,  died  in  L.  S.  .\. 

Jesse  C.  Chance,  E,  ’25,  now  Capt.  in  U.  S.  -A.,  en.  .-Vug.,  ’62, 
pro.  2 Lieut.  104  Ik  S.  A.  Coh  In<^.,  March,  ’65. 

John  Carey,  I,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  ’62,  wounded  at  Nashville,  Dec., 
’64,  m.  o.  June,  ’65. 

James  W.  Carter,  I,  111,  and  144,  en.  I,  111,  Aug.,  ’62,  dis. 

for  dis.,  Dec.,  ’62,  en.  K,  144,  May.  ’64,  m.  o.  Aug., ’64. 
Charles  Caldwell,  I,  72,  en,  '61,  cap.  July,  '64. 

W.  C.  Cordery,  K,  185,  en.  Feb.,  'G5,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Wm.  Crossman,  C,  72,  en.  Nov.,  ’63,  dis.  at  Nashville, 
Dec.,  ’64. 

Joseph  Christ,  — , 72,  en.  Nov.  1,  dis.  for  dis.  Sept.,  ’62. 

Isaac  Conklin,  14  Inf.,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

Thomas  C.  Colwell,  E,  25,  en.  June,  ,61,  ap.  Cor.  -Aug.,  ’61, 
Sergi.,  Nov.,  '61,  wounded  May  8,  '62,  died  May  29,  62. 

V.  A.  Dubel,  F,  25,  en.  July,  '62,  wounded  Dec.  6,  '64,  m.  o. 

July,  '65. 

Patrick  Duffy,  E,  25,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

J.  Christian  Dieter,  I,  72,  en.  Nov.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sejit.,  '65,  as  Cor. 
Wm.  Douglas,  C,  72,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

James  G.  Dunlap,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  died  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  Jan.  8,  '63. 

L.  Eastlick,  — , 25,  came  from  .Mich.,  en.  June,  '61,  dis.  for  dis. 
Dec.,  '61. 

Simon  Edmonds,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64.  cap.  .Aug.  13,  '64,  near 
Berryville,  Va.,  died  Oct.,  23.  '64,  at  .Annapolis,  Md. 
Servetus  L.  Edmonds,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  cap.  .-Vug.  13,  '64, 
near  Berrvville,  \’a..  died  March  25,  '65,  at  Wheeling, 

W.  Va. 

Samuel  Edgar,  E,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  wounded  July  1,  ’63,  at 
battle  of  Gettvsburg,  Pa.,  tr.  to  C,  75,  Jan.,  "64.  m.  o. 
July,  ’64. 

Hiram  Edgar,  C,  72,  en.  Nov.,  ’61,  anp.  Corp.  Feb.,  ’64,  cap. 

near  Ripley,  Miss.,  June  11.  '64,  m.  o.  with  com.  in  ’65. 
Lewis  C.  Edgar,  C,  72,  en.  Jan..  '64,  cap.  near  Ripley.  Miss., 
June  11,  '64,  was  in  Anderson\  ille,  Ga.,  nearly  nine 
months,  par,  ret.  to  regt.,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Robert  Edgar.  D,  182,  cn.  Aug.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Isaac  A.  Ensminger,  , 72,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 
Bramwell  Ensminger,  K.  144,  en.  .May,  '64.  near  Berryville, 
Va.,  died  in  Salisbury  prison,  Nov.  12,  '64. 

Corwin  Ensminger,  C,  72,  en.  Nov.,  '61.  ret.,  m.  o.  April,  '65, 
as  Sergeant. 

David  H.  Ensminger.  F.  72,  en.  Dec.,  '61.  died  June  8,  '62. 
at  Monterey,  Tenn. 

John  Eaton.  16,  N.  G.,  ’ouried  at  C’nestnut  Ridge. 

Emanuel  G.  Ensminger,  A,  14,  en.  Oct.,  '62  m.  o.  Oct.,  '65. 

S.  Ensminger,  — , 3 Cav. 

William  Ensminger,  K,  3 Cav.,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '65. 
Lewis  Ensminger,  F,  72. 

Charles  W . Ensminger,  1 , 72. 

J.  J.  Faylor,  K,  144.  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug..  ’i>4. 

W.  H.  Faylor,  E,  25,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  dis.  for  uis.,  .Vug.  12,  '64. 
W.  H.  Ferguson,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64.  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 
Thomas  Finney,  B.  57,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '65. 

Andrew  J.  Foster,  1,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  cap.  Nov.  ’20,  '63,  [i.ir., 

m.  o.  June, '65. 

Theodorus  H.  C.  Frisbie,  K,  144,  en.  M.iy,  '64,  pro.  Serg’t, 
cap.  near  Berrvville,  Va.,  died  in  Salisburv  prison,  Oct. 
22,  '64. 

Theodore  Frisbie,  a twin  bn;ther  of  T.  H.  C.,  served  in  the 
army. 

Samuel  Frontz,  P2,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  '64. 

Lyman  Fulmer,  K,  144. 

Wilson  H.  G.mo,  E.  25,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 
rhomas  A.  Gr.di.im,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  cap.  .Vug.  l'>, '6-, 
nar.  Oct.,  '('4,  ni.  o.  Dec.,  '64. 

C.  M.  (lano,  K,  21,  en.  .Vug  . 61,  m.  o.  Si’pt.,  '64. 

John  Gould,  , 3 Cav. 

Timothy  W . Gould,  K.  141,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '61. 
.Vndrew  [.  11. de,  E,  25,  Ccmi.  2nd  Lieut.,  )iiiu-  4.  '61.  pro.  2. 
M.  of  Reg’t,  Julv  11,  '61. 

Waits  Hastings,  K,  21,  en.  .Vug  , '61,  m.  le  Se|)t.,  't'd. 

Geo.  H.imilton,  65  N.  5'.  In!.,  Iniried  in  Clu'Stnut  Ridge. 
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Charles  Hastings.  K,  144,  en.  May  L',  '<i4,  w'ded  Aiig.  18,  'tj4. 

P.  \\’.  Hathaway,  K,  144,  com.  Cajit.,  .M.iy  l?. 'f'4,  m.  o.  Aug.  Ti4. 

Philij)  Hathaway,  I),  .'i  Ca\’.,  en.  Feb.  '(i4,  in.  o.  '(i-T). 

Davl<l  Haniine,  C,  7‘i.  en.  Nov..  Td,  \'et.  Dec.,  'tid,  ca[i.  at 
(iuntown,  June  10,  '(M,  died  in  prison. 

H FF  Has.senplru:,  C.  7‘J.  en.  Oct., ’li/,  cap.  June  11,  '*>4,  near 
Ki[»ley,  m.  o.  May, 

Harvey  M.  Ilall.  E,  en.  June, ’fd , wounded  N‘o\-.  dO,  4)4,  at 
i loney  Hill,  S.  C. 

David  Heniinger.  K,  144,  en.  May,  414,  ni.  o.  Aug.,  414. 

Thomas  C.  Heniinger,  E,  'l->,  en,  June,  411,  died  April  4,  4)-/. 

Samuel  Hemniinger,  E,  ‘/o,  en.  Feb.,  4i4,  wounded  at  De- 
veaux's  Neck,  S.  C.,  F»cc.  ti,  4'>4,  dis.  Aug.  la,  41.5,  on  I 
surgeon's  cert,  of  dis. 

Thomas  Hcmminger,  C,  7/,  en.  Oct., 'Id,  missing  in  affair 
near  Brownsville,  Tenn..  (dct.. 'O.'l. 

A.  L.  Heniinger,  B,  55,  en.  .Sei)l.  'JO,  '(d,  appointed  Corp.  June 
8,  'tl5,  m.  o.  luK'  11,  '(15.  \’eteran. 

J.  A.  Heniinger,  H,  (17,  en.  Mardi,  '(id,  wounded  in  three  bat- 
tles, in.  o.  June,  '(15, 

Eewis  Heniinger,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '(i'J,  wounded  at  Nashville, 
ni.  o.  June,  '(>5. 

Jeremiah  Heath,  C,  7'J,  en.  Nov.,  '61,  capi.  June  11,  '64,  m.  o. 
June,  '(15. 

Monta  Heath,  E,  '25,  en.  May.  '61,  cap.  at  Chantilly,  ex.,  dis. 
June,  '62. 

Jacob  Heath,  C,  72,  en.  Nov.,  '61,  dis.  '62. 

Josei)h  O.  Hess,  FI,  25,  en.  May,  '61,  Wagoner,  vet.  Nov.,  '63, 
m.  o.  June.  '66. 

Thomas  Floiles,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  ni.  o.  .-Vug., '64. 

J.  W.  Hoiles,  F 72,  en,  (Oct., '61,  m.o.  at  'v'ick.sburg.  Miss., '65. 

Alfred  Hoiles,  — , 1S2,  now  in  Dakota. 

George  N.  Holcomb,  E,21,  en.  June,  '61,  ]>ro.  2il  Lieut.  .April, 
'62,  1st  Eieut.  Co.  G,  March.  '64. 

Henry  Floot,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64.  m.  o.  .Aug.. '64. 

Aaron  B.  Hoffman,  K.  144,  en.  .May, '64,  ni.  o.  .-Vug., '64. 

Samuel  Floffman,  E,  25,  en.  Feb., '64,  m.  o.  June, '66. 

William  Hess,  B,  57,  en.  June,  '('d,  re-en.  June, '(13,  in  F',  1 
Ala.  Cav.,  woumled,  cap.,  dis.  June,  '65, 

D.  W.  Fluffmtin,  C,  72,  en.  Nov., '61,  2d  Lieut.  Dec., '61,  1st 
Lieut.  Co.  B,  Fel).  18,  '64. 

Jacob  F'.  Fluffman.  C.  72,  en.  Nov.,  '61.  graduate,  pro.  to  2d 
Lieut.,  wounded  near  Shiloh,  cap.  at  Gunto\\n,  ex., 
ni.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Jacob  Fluffman,  C.  72,  en.  Nov.,  '61,  pro.  Sergt.,  cap.  June,  '64. 
m.  o.  with  command,  June,  '65. 

Phili[)  C.  Floffman,  IJ,  3,  Cav.,  en.  Sept.. '61.  m.  o.  .Vug., '65. 

O.  P.  Huffman,  G,  16h,  en.  at  Rollersville,  May, '64,  dis.  in 
June,  '64. 

Charles  Hunt,  K,  144,  en.  May, '64,  cap.  near  Berryville,  \*a., 
rn.  o.  Nov.,  '64. 

Thomas  Flunt.  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Byrun  Hutchins.  FI,  25,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  June,  '66. 

J.  O.  Hutchins,  F7,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  tr.  Co.  C,  75,  Jan.,  '64, 
m.  o.  at  close  of  war. 

Jacob  F'.  Hutchinson,  C,  72,  en.  Nov., '61,  caji.  near  Ripley, 
Miss.,  m.  o.  May,  '65. 

Tom,  J.  J.Tckson,  K.  144,  en.  May,  '(>4,  cap.  near  Berryvilie, 
tiled  in  Saii.shury  [irison,  Dec.  21,  '(>4. 

M.  FI.  Jackson,  E,  '25,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  dis.  July.  '(>5. 

J.  H.  Jennings,  - , 166,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

John  .V.  Jacks' 111,  C,  72.  en.  Nov.,  (d,  |iro.  Sergt.,  died  near 
.Mem[)hts,  .-Vug.  18,  '(i'2. 

Sam.  Keiser.  K,  144,  en.  Ivlay,  '64,  cap.  near  Berryville,  ilied 
at  Annapolis.  Oct.  2(i.  '*'i4. 

Absolom  Keller,  FF  25,  en,  .Vug.,  '62,  died  Nov.  h.  '(i3. 

Lewis  H.  Kel'er,  E,  25,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  dis.  July,  '65, 

Daniel  Knisely,  FF  25,  en.  F'lrb.,  '64,  wounded  in  battle  of 
Honey  FLU,  .S.  C.,  Niiv.  3(),  '64,  m.  o.  June  IS,  '66. 

W.  J.  Kean. 

Geo.  Keller,  K,  21,  en  Sept..  '61,  111.  o.  July,  '6)5. 

.-Varon  Lesher,  K,  144,  en.  .M.iv,  '(i4,  m.  o.  .Vug..  '64. 

Joseph  I.esher,  K,  144.  en.  M.is',  '('4.  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '64. 

.Vmos  K.  Legron,  B,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  '('rJ,  tr.  12  LF  S.  Col.  Inf., 
Sept.,  '(i4,  m.  o.  .Vpril,  '6ii. 

John  Learv,  FI,  25,  i n.  June,  '('d,  wounded  .Vug.  36,  '62,  ap. 
Cor.  Nov.,  '64.  Veteran. 


Davis  \V.  Legron  B,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  c;ip.  near  Lenoir,  ilied 
in  .-Vnderson\'il!e,  Aug.  3,  '((4. 

James  S.  Lincoln,  K,  14-1,  en.  M.iy,  '64,  killed  near  Berr\-- 
ville,  Va.,  .-Vug.  13,  '64. 

.Albert  C.  Lloyd,  K,  144.  en.  .May,  '('4.  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '(4. 

John  \VF  Long,  K,  144,  en.  .May,  '('4,  killed  in  action  near 
Berrvville,  \ a.,  .-Vug.  13,  (4. 

David  Lusk,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64.  cap.  at  Berryville,  Va., 
ex.,  dis.  Dec..  '64. 

John  G.  McDowell,  — , 185,  now  in  Colorado. 

LF  T.  .McLaughlin,  K,  144.  en.  May, '(4,  in  hospital  at  WFish- 
ington,  D.  C.,  in  .Vug.,  '64. 

John  .Mars,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '(4,  captured,  died  in  Salisbury 
prison,  F)ct.  2(J,  '(>4. 

James  Martin,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '('4,  cap.  .Aug.  13,  ilied  in 
Salisbury  [irison,  Jan.  27,  '(i5. 

WF  FI.  Mackey,  IF  25,  en.  June,  '(d,  piro.  Cor.  '(.4,  Sergt.  '65, 
dis.  .March  1,  '('i6. 

William  Mason,  K,  144,  en.  .M;iy,  '(4,  dis.  .-Vug..  '(4. 

John  S.  Mahony,  K,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  apptd.  1st  .Aergt.  from 
Sergt.  .Aug.  1,  '62,  pro.  to  2nd  Lieut.  Dec.  2(J.  '62.  cap. 
'.Sejit.  2(.l,  '63,  at  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  pro.  to  1st  Lieu'. 
Jan.  6,  '65,  Capt.  May  11,  '65,  in.  o.  May  15,  '65  iwas  a 
prisoner  of  war  for  seventeen  months). 

William  .Meuser,  E,  25,  en.  June,  '(d,  died  at  Fairfax  C.  H., 
Nov.  2(.),  '62. 

Jeremiah  Mackey,  FF  25,  en.  F'eb.,  '64,  killed  in  battle  of 
Flonev  Hill,  S.  CF,  Nov.  o*},  '6-4. 

! Mose  Marsh. 

I John  McPherrin,  K,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '(d,  cap.  Sept.  2(-f,  '63,  died. 

I in  Danville  pirison  F'eb.  ‘28,  '(4. 

I Lucius  Marsh,  F'.,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  woundeii  .Aug.  3i),  '62, 
m.  o.  July,  '64. 

I William  Martin,  1 .Art.,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

Henry  Martin,  C,  72,  en.  March,  '*4,  cap.  near  Ripley,  Miss  , 

I m.  o.  June,  '65. 

John  Meng  (recorded  John  Menz),  K,  144,  en.  May,  '('4,  ni.  o. 
.-Vug.,  '64. 

John  P.  Mc-rris,  FF  25,  en.  June,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  (dct.  31,  '61. 

.Andrew  Metcalf,  K,  144,  Musician,  en.  May,  '64,  cap.  at  Flcr- 
ryville,  m.  o.  March,  '65. 

Joseph  Mitchell,  FI,  25,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  tr.  to  75th  June,  '64, 
m.  o.  July.  '64. 

Eli  .Metcalf.  I,  72,  en.  I.Vec.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  Oct.,  '62, 

FZphraim  Metcalf,  I,  72,  en.  (Jet.,  '61,  wounded  .April  6,  '62, 
dis.  for  dis.  Sept.,  '62. 

C.  G.  M inkier,  I,  72.  en.  Sept.,  '62,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Casper  Milier,  C,  72,  en.  Oct.,  '62,  drafted. 

1).  WF  Miller,  C,  72,  en.  Now,  '61.  [iro.  Sergt.  Dec.,  '62,  killed 
May  2(J,  '63,  near  Vicksburg. 

J.  Miller,  — , 3 Cav.,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

Peter  S.  Miller,  37  Illinois  Inf.,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

John  .Myers,  B,  193,  en.  F'eb.,  '65,  m.  o.  .Sejit.,  '65. 

Guv  Morgan.  K,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  Mav,  '*'3. 

WF  WF  Morgan,  111. 

William  H.  .Morgan,  C,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '('5. 

John  Morgan,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64.  cap.  .Vug.  13,  died  in 
.Salisbury  prison,  ( >ct.  24,  '(>4. 

F’eter  Murray,  — , 72,  buried  in  Clu-stnut  Ridge. 

•Stanley  G.  Morgan,  L,  2,  H.  .Art.,  en.  July,  '63).  died  .it  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  .-Vug.  5,  '64. 

William  P.  NFiylor,  C,  72,  en.  Dec.,  61,  w'd  at  Shiloh,  dis. 
for  dis.  Nov.  5,  '62. 

Binntiger  ( >dell,  E,  25,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  w'd  and  cap.  .it  Gettys- 
burg, m.  o.  May,  '65. 

Hiram  O'Dell,  F'.,  25,  en.  M.iy,  '61,  [>ro.  .Sergt,.  cap.  at  2 Bu.: 
Run,  next  at  Gettv  sburg.  ex.  in  Jan.,  64,  n -enl.sted 
Jan.,  '64.  m.  o.  June,  '66. 

Cyrus  ( >dell,  IF  25.  en.  J une.  '(il.  w'd  .Vug.  3)il,  '6/,  diS.  lor 
dis.  ( )ct.  4.  '62. 

fliram  Ostrander.  K,  144,  foruu  rly  25th,  eti.  June  25. 'tll.d'S. 
for  dis.  Nov.,  '61 . 

WFalter  ()>trander,  I,  lll.en.  .Vug.,  '62.  m.  o,  June,  '65.  Fi:te'- 
[lart  of  serv  ice  w .IS  orderlv  to  ( len.  1.  R.  .sherw.i. id, 

I F'.dw.ird  C.  ( )vv ei’s,  D,  72,  ell  Oct.,  '61.  killed  ,it  \ ic'itsburg. 

1 June  2ii,  '63. 

I William  P.irker,  - , 16'.(,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 


1.''  , 

lW| 


.n. 


'.'1 

,,.f 

l.tf, 

■>iij 

•*<>u 


.I  'll  1. 1 ".‘.ll* 

Iff'.  " 

if 

1 It..  II  ll  ■' 

1 »■  1 ^1  [/  (IP 

.11'  / 

'■  111  t’  . 1 1'fi 

, :,tyil  .,  1 

' »■•'  /*.4/ 

II  ; * 

, 1'.  » .',  .<ltt  • 

I.  .i|‘  ' t /111 

,'nlif  I ji  ' 'll 

■ If  , 

III  ,*•!  Vi  ■(/  '.  > 

1 .V 

)l  'i.'N' 

. ■»>'!(i.'  fl  ) !■' 

■ '.. 

.1  1 'i  , ) ?• 

1 , 

* 1 ‘ » 

..  fl.'* 

'1.1  7/  »»/*.<  I 


'■0 


.1 1 


‘f‘.  .ri< 


M\[. 


',f.o  ,ij-,tit  .♦'It  I'^  f -,rW', 'AuJ  If /4  > 


T ,t»  .»W  , / sitffJl 


.1-W  V.J  MhT.t,‘l  I 

.::•*  l('fJA^u  !/.  .1 1 I 


, v>  ' . ' ‘-i  ''4‘k>‘ 

WV  ,-l5i'7'  .ti  .ill  ^Wt‘ ,v(;r/i  ..rt‘»  ,♦♦‘1  .il  .l►<^’^iJn.lll  lMjrr.71  , -^Ig^  y-'' 


' ' . I ', 

) ' ' 


/)  1.  ff'  >f  f , “4.  ^Ti',  1/  ,i4ul 

li>  ,/>'.:  1 

/fi  JM  ,;ri-if.‘-  r-^ttuA 

.,,  "'•  'S  i 1 > i,  l{'<'ilffi‘ 

■■:  „i  .■,  ;.*.i,l4  fl  .// 

t . I Pit, I'  'll) 

. r-f!  ,A.r'‘if'A^.  itiiiilft74 
iP*  fj  '.l'i  ,'f!'>i4''A'‘4 
, ,f  •.(■><■ 

•<j  ■'<  '»'  ,1 

II' I/  . ,t  1 .■'JV  |,,,j 

"■  '!  I.  « )•  k 1 

(.1  


fL<'"  ,1*  ii-iij/v  hu(h  I'ii  v>'*t'l  *«'»  '57  .,-l  .-nt'jfiiiKii'/ H^4p  I'.SfiiridT  WtJ  U ' 

• i(i  f).  l*^,'l)j‘iJ»'w  ,W'  i .n^  /'A'  j’H  ,'i4'4«T*w«nt»H  IvuinfS  I *-  }, 


')i!ii(  ji\r7  i'OJrtiti'rMr. . 'J'lsvC,  iY-rt/ffl'wnU  • h-' . 


. .u  .•  ibj"  ii‘j 

/dir.i.'/i  tu  b4{)ui(ip.v  ,/•  *4V»5J 


I)  ■:!  ,Hi‘,Il' um<l...(«->  «3  ,t*  ."i  rfriimsiel  ,. 

*’41'  ‘ 


«*  t r 

i-  j.  ■'  j H.i'i 


1 1'  ,*'i-  , '* 

■ I III 


» ,1,1  ;n 


i.  :L‘ , .'I  .'irt  i'ni' _ 

1 1 1 ^tn')(i>.<  I'  lit 

n ,i'>-  t .ji*(if,|/  n4^,||.J  I 


/.foodT  i'sIf  * 


ii'i.i' 


t, 


V'  .•■i.f/ 

lt  f.'l  I -I 


■I  I' 


,i'  l/ 


■I  iii'j 


i-:i 


.7  ,(u.  JU 


;ui^t 

1 .*■ 


V''  ,‘>\  vnic  ) ' r ' ■'  '»  ■ ■■  *;  „.'4,  , Z 

"a  I ^v‘-i  iri'.’  fijF.irfi'Vtol^, ! , .174' .zib  ,li'*'' (V'4 '<J 

:nit',.|i,' ' ir  ]'  ,H?*'  /il  S 

Ji'ii-R' yitiPl'4  r .v  ' ;W^,r+rtu\. 4i-.»ftr . 

'ni'T  tV  rf4ii(|  ; ’(<)  .{''4*  ,ylclA-4*> 'HI  .ii-.ii'5i(»*ll  ^ 

i'-tl'ni  .t’l-iy  ,.e-.il4 

Uni'  fife'll  J i . 'j  ,,l'.ftifci  .7*  ■«*);«  iVXJ  ,r- .rjUtvH;  fvAdlA 

t 'i'  .<i'M  ; ' '<i‘  ■■•  1 .InKj/i  JitV.!  I'l'  .ciTij  ilO'  .4“ '* ■ iiX 

I't.'i  > jiii'i  ,'K  'I  „,.  ;:  .(>'  .4  uj  JMT.r.^ ^ 

) .^r . > ;ii''.'i.f '■',  TfT'.flj  * _ J'4, 

f.ii'  r<Pui|  .i')  ,rr  .1  ■ ,i;V  lO'sm  ,)#i.vw4  ,3;^  .if  >' 

I I)'.-;  V.  -Jit  ij/,  idol  ! ,i/y  ,/tii4i,  f .{ff  iUr-.irtv"!  JUi  .S  ', 

v'l’ . xi'/,  ' f , 1.  rir  ,57i\  iiijjT  inf.t|liC/y;V 

I <•  yt  iT(j;747l-/,-,'w--iihn/i  I9.t  .Cf ^ 

, i.i/,  .ii  .ir' .'Jti'i  T'd  . ' : ■■' ..U,  .*![>  ' '■  jK^ 

r ' ' ,t;i’  ,.:ii'4  >' ' -iV  ,'i  •’;  U.‘ ilij''j>i>;  blVoi  .ioi;{,'.'7J«'jjl'4r.Tii  .06m1^  ’ 

.' . . > .l-T  ,.:•'»*!  c It,  ~ I vi'a  ,fi  i)'4nuO  = ' ,4^^/'^  ’ 

)>  ■ Vh  Vi-.  ■(  .1  • I 'I  !i'  iVI  ■ ''.  ,iKil/-  iw'l  ■ J,-'..  ‘ .i^W'  AI*^’  rt<|3»S  i«  >««  .;.•,  ''AfV-y 

*i  "iuV/'!4  ..i-<)  ■■■  .V7'.X  ' : '■  :i)*Glfn  I <i  ;■  .I'd  ?J4k;7A'5  4»''»  ,p  41frti?U/fl  cW>*t  , Jl  P 

- i'C*  ^ I ■•'>  ,-•!.'-  ■ ..j  ^’';,X  , ',v4f  ditw  4)  .(13  »'  '.. 'IJR-*''/, 

,.-■  ,'4.t  I - .''.',,11/  i)  J: 

>•  * •!'.•  «•■  ?if<  .JUt'itS  >>4  '.IMhUlliftH  .'{  -.o.,,  ■'/ 

J ,T,.U  1/  .','/  I'l  ' ‘ ' '•  ■'  ‘ .tb, 

J ,i.fr  .i/  ‘i  'ti*  . ,l'.'*  ■/'7 ’.11, 7/  : ..j;V.  ,5iii/-('waa.ji(.^0  *CM(5i  .|iV;.;*4J4.,ilq  .ttX  ttlltw  ik.-,','' 

■jiifj  -I-'r'ifi'  •1,1't  *;•,  ■ 4 .W.,.-ioZ  .0-.«r'.  •:«•■,  -jp 

■l'>l  '/’.i  •"•rt  ' y Wl.'’‘i  ,fef4V.iJ3(r/,,;»  4'W  .H 

-»♦'  ■>-'*’  , '•I,’-  «K  Ortdl  . 

'<•  J"'’  ,.  ti,  , '■  .It,  .;ijP  Ml.'  4iT\’J'.-  :l>’J  J»>, ,.4it  .i-!OMi^fe(KxQ^jy.IdM 


.)  .1 


•J ) I I'l  t Z 


I'l  Id 


'17  n 

' t-"". 
-.1.,  i. 


( f I .7' 


Vi 


V‘  , Ji' 


V '>>  i‘. ■■'  '■..«.'9hW%i#*tf»J3 

;-.'’'ii/'  H jjijiifiiV.'  ‘ rrihii'A  vyjn  .qcD',  Ui'  .ciAoiuisli/H  . 7 

\i  I*.  .'■?-(  ,/{  ./)»*;;;. ||<  ortil]  I ’ , ,,  .7X''  ,iW^  -*>'4i<..f8ISW  I 

t ' '1.0.  ;, .1*  nu.-iviix^;  ,»;il'»vi’i  •<}  .rji'.:)  -Wwif  ‘ ' !??k'  . 

H .^  ...  .O.V-..V  ..a  v;»|«,sie  ' *•"  ■’ 


' •'1,!'/’  ll 
<•'>  'I,  O'' 


f!'  1 ' ' .0.  ■ ,.i<  nu.-iviix^;  ^ •<}  .rji'.:)  ..>1 

V,  «v  ■M'l.vid'''  * >.  ,••"'!  ,l;  .<*.nii,t7  rw&'i  ' , ■ 

...  .alnuiR  i 4*41’ -v...i«i.»  . ui-.-. 

'*  T-  ,U;'7  ..i:i7>  .I'fi*.?  _ - 

f' i Ji  .f  ')  (uXitir//;'.  I iB'ia  W.t*  ...ryT*^'  i'llf; 

- - - - • • -=  ■ ‘ - 


I)  '!,'• 

I'-'  t'v,  ,V() 


.t;'r  .1*.  Vi -/  ,»>}#  Till 

ll'  no  .of  ,.l  M7&0  ‘i7:jjt)!i!iM 


i ll'  ,'lu-l 

.1  U 


,{.7ird  • 


. • . (•isnicwrs'l  ..H" 

ll(;  uW.V7l'('^'  ii9'4  .77  ,'7  


.V..',  .,1  [ j(i'  ,vr,jr  ,n-j  ,i’1‘..,jT  .ll'jJ  il'ti  irt«il4iL.',, 


,""  ■' V'XTt^t' ^ .4'*'  _ I. 

,t;y •,  ,U  457, , 51-  f/toloadA.^  m 


i i'l  .0?  bw  .ib’-, •«»!•  >»«•:)  . :w ^ 4 

,'ia  .tni  i)  4„  xiv*?/#.'!  ‘i 

'V*57  •dll  I .rii*.,iiy-f  •;i’'.‘iir«il',i; f .75vti‘i'ifif''"M7 'injHvH  1 . ,;i^iT4'tiiri..v«  ir."i>}lf',,..b}iy«,Xi'pys 


,l‘.>  ,.  "'4  ’(Iviid 

■ fO'.  If  ,‘7i'  ii./.  .(iv.tttvl  V 

>(.  li  )lf>7  .t'l'j.i'  i'*  ii:j  .Ift  i,tl  ;>i<')-»v4'>  .''J^b'd  wl'.j  j ; ' f'y 

^ - . jdit  7)4?  >oii4  I .<,jk  ,51#' ,4K- hk*M»oov  ;1<*’ .Jit  ,’4 

2 )l  TM- l)ti)l(HiKV>f  I “ 4t)W,W*V/  i’  ‘ 1 V^. i ■iSr'l.ti  .W^^SilKwiv 

' nft'  *•  ■*'.«.'|- 


i.i.x.;  r-iSr'i.ti,! 


'0-- 


41^': 


• ' 1’  . 


y,'OOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


151 


Frank  E.  Palmer,  's  said  to  have  entered  the  armv. 

{ taniel  M.  Paimer,  K,  144,  en,  .May,  '(i4,  caj;,  near  P>erry- 
ville,  \'a,,  was  tr.  from  Libbv  to  Salisbury  jirison, 
Oct,  9,  T.4, 

Randolph  Paimer,  K,  144,  en.  May,  454,  dietl  in  lios[)ital  at 
i- 1,  Dix,  .Md,,  July  14,  't;4. 

Ezekiel  Penn,  C,  7'J,  en.  Xov.,  '(31,  [iiaj.  Cor.,  dis.  for  dis. 
Sept.,  'ti'd. 

.Mahlon  Penn,  C,  72,  died  -A.u>(.  17,  4i2,  at  I't.  Pickering, 
Tenn.,  having  serve-d  frcnn  Dec.,  'fil. 

K.  D.  Phel[.is,  E,  25,  en.  June,  <>1,  w'd  De-c.  E!,  't'd,  May  2,  433, 
July  1,  433,  m.  o.  June,  4'.t;. 

David  M.  Phister,  K,  li  t,  en.  .May,  4U,  m.  o.  .A.ug.,  4;4, 

Jacob  D.  i'hi.ster,  E,  25,  en.  Eel).,  4;4,  m.  o.  June.  4i(3. 

Wiley  Peterson,  SI  Regt.,  burieti  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

Truman  Peterson.  SI  Regt.,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ritlge. 
Franklin  Pkintz,  I,  72,  en.  Xov.,  4il,  w'd  Dec.*',  4',4,  m.  o. 
May,  '65. 

E.  Plantz,  1,  72,  en.  Xov.,  431,  w'd  at  Shiloh,  died  .April  S',  432. 
S.  Plantz,  I,  72,  en.  Xov.,  431,  dis.  by  C.  .A,  in  Jan..  'ti2. 

Daniel  Potter,  E,  25,  en.  Feb.,  '(34,  w'd  Xov.oo,  '(i4,  ami  April 
15,  '(35,  m.  o.  June,  ’*3(3. 

Henry  H.  Powers,  I.  Ill,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  di.s.  for  dis.  Dec.  '62. 
Thomas  Price,  — , 169,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridge. 

Thomas  Rainlxjw,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  c<a[).near  Berryvilie, 
A’a.,  died  in  Libby  jirison,  (f)ct.  4,  '(34. 

Carrington  F2.  Randall,  E,  25,  pro.  1st  Sergt.  from  .Sergt. 
.Sept.,  431,  pro.  2 Lieut.  March,  '(32,  w'd  .\[;iy,  '(33,  pro. 
1 Lieut.  Co,  G,  Oct.  2U,  '*32,  Ca[)t.  Mch.,'63,  Maj.  .Aug. ,'64. 
John  Riley,  I,  72,  en.  Sefit.,  '62,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '65. 

James  Riley,  I,  72,  en.  March,  't34,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

J.  \\' . Riley,  L,  2,  H.  .Art.,  en.  July,  '63,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '65, 

John  .A.  Ringer,  K.  144,  en.  May,  '<34,  missitig  Aug.  13,  '(34. 
Jose[ih  Riffe,  K,  114,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Orrin  \V.  Sage,  K,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  cap.  .Aug.  13,  434,  in 
action  near  Berryvilie,  \'a.,  died  in  Salisltury  prison, 
Dec.  1,  ’(34. 

Edwin  R.  Stige,  K,  144,  ct.im.'ind  Lieut.  May  2, ’(34,  cape  near 
Berryvilie,  \'a.,  .Aug.  13,  '64,  and  w.as  confined  in  pris- 
on at  Lynchburg,  \'a„  and  in  Libby  prison,  paroled, 
di.s.  Sepit.  27,  ’(34. 

Edwin  Sharp,  E,  25,  en.  .Aug.,  ’62,  wtjunded  Dec.  6,  '64,  dis. 
July,  '65. 

Charles  .A.  Sharp,  soldier  of  Mexican  war. 

Chris.  Sharj),  Sr.,  K,  144,  en.  Mav,  ’(34.  m.  o.  .Sept.,  ’(35. 

C.  Sharp,  Jr.,  K,  IS-'j,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  -Sept..  ’(35. 

X.  Sanderson,  K,  144,  ami  72,  en.  72,  Xov.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis. 
Feb.,  ’63. 

Daniel  Shoe,  C.  72,  en.  X'ov.,  ’61,  cap.  near  Ripley,  m.  o. 
June,  '65. 

Emanued  S>hoe,  C,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '61,  cap.  netir  Ripley,  killed 
on  “Sultana,"  April  27,  '(35. 

John  W.  Shoe,  Iv,  49,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  cap.  at  .Stone  River,  ex., 
pro.  prin.  mtts.,  servetl  to  close  of  war. 

Levi  S.  Shoe,  B.  Ill,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par. 
Dec.,  ’(33,  m.  o.  June,  '6i5, 

Conrad  Shefler,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  64. 

W.  Shutt,  K,  144,  en.  .May,  '*34,  c;ip.  netir  Berryvilie,  died  in 
Libby  prison,  Oct.  4,  '(34. 

Emanuel  Smith,  C,  72,  en.  Xov., '61,  c;ip.  near  Ri[)ley,  Miss., 
June  1,  '(34,  m.  o.  June,  ’(35. 

f red  M.  .Smith,  il,  72,  eti.  Xov.,  '(31,  cap.  near  Riplev,  Miss., 
June  11,  '(34,  wounded  ;it  \'icksburg,  m.  o.  I- eb..  '(35, 
was  in  prison  <it  Mobile,  Ander.sonvillc  ;md  Milan.  G;i. 
L'onr.td  Smith,  A,  lOU,  en.  Aug.,  '(’>2,  ctip.  Se[it.  8,  ’(3.'5,  in 
action  ;tt  Limestone  Station,  Tenn.,  died  .May  1?^.  '64, 
in  Rebel  prison  .at  .AmliTsonville. 

‘liram  S.  .Smitli,  R,  lit,  tin.  .May, '(34,  ctiji.  near  Berryvilie, 
paroled  Leb.,  '(35. 

Gioimis  Smith.  K,  144,  en.  May,  (34.  m.  o.,  re-en.  Marcli,  '(35, 
Co.  C,  195,  Inf.,  111.  o.  Dec.,  ’*35. 

Martin  Smith,  C.  72,  en.  Xov..  't'd.  dis.  for  dis.  [.iti.,  '62. 

''aiii,  .Smith,  I,  1117,  I n.  March,  'Ci."),  m.  n.  Jitlv,  ''35 
(lodfrcy  .Stahl,  I,  72.  en.  Xiw,,  Td,  died  near  t.'ia 'p.'*),  Miss., 
.'^lay  2'.(,  '(>2,  Itiined  m Cliestnut  Ridge. 

*•'■0,  Sttihl.  L,  lli.en.  Aug.,  '*32.  cap.  ;it  .Stniie  River,  pris- 
oner 2 yetirs,  m.  o.  Jtine,  ’*35. 


John  Stahl,  I,  72,  en.  (Act., ’*3] , di«;d  at  S!u’l(4i,  Tenn.,  M.ay  2'.*.  '62. 

Jacob  Sttihl,  Ciir[i.  D,.'3  Ctiw,  en.  Sept., '('d,  wounded  at  Stone 
River,  dis.  April  1,  '63,  on  .Siirg's  cert,  of  dis..  tifter 
having  been  in  the  hospital  severtil  months,  re-en. 
Feb.,  '(34,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '*35. 

W,  I).  .Stanton,  C,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '(31,  dis.  fttr  tlis.  Dec.,  ’62. 

C.  F.  St.mton, — , 72,  ;ind  K,  141,  en.  Dec.,  ’(31:  in  72,  juai.  Cor. 

David  .Stephensiin,  B,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '(32,  cap.  ne.tr  Lenoir, 
died  in  Atidersont  ille,  July  19,  '64. 

John  Stephenson,  B,  1 1 1 , en,  .Aug., '(’>2,  ctip.  near  Lenoir, died 
in  .Antlerson ville,  Aug.  11,  'i34. 

Reuben  Stephens,  - , 72,  en.  Dec.,  '*31,  dis.  for  dis.  Sepit.,  '*>2. 

Columbus  St.  Ckiir,  C,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '('l,dis.  for  dis.  Sejit.,  '*32. 

James  St.  Clair,  C,  72.  en.  Xov.,  '*31. 

Christian  Stoiulinger,  1, 11 1 , en.  Aug., '(32,  ap;:>td.  Corp.  Alarch 
3,  '63,  m.  o.  June  27,  '60. 

W.  R.  Stump,  tl,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  wounded  July  1,  ’6,'3,  Dec. 

6,  ’(34,  m.  o.  June,  '6*3. 

•A.  F".  Stump,  F,,  25,  en.  June.  ’6],  wounded  M,a\-2,  '(33,  pro. 
Sergt.  Xov.,  ’(34,  wounded  Dec.  *3.  '*34,  dis.  lune,  '(35. 

J.  A.  Stump,  F2,  25,  en.  May,  '(’d,  pro.  Sergt.,  woundted  and 
ca]).  at  ChancellorsviHe,  dis.  .May,. '(34. 

X.  F7.  .Stump,  E,  25,  en.  Aug.,  '(32,  ti]);).  Ctir.  Dec.,  '62,  Sergt. 

■April,  '64,  dis.  July,  '(35. 

Levi  R.  .Stump,  D,  25,  en.  Oct.,  ’(34,  m.  o.  Oct.,  '(35. 

F2.  J.  Teeple,  E,  25,  en.  M.iv,  ’61,  pro.  Cor.,  next  Sergt., 
wounded  at  Honey  Hill,  S.  C..  re-en.  Xov.,  '63,  ni.  o. 
June  IS,  '(36. 

Charles  D.  Trego.  I,  72,  en.  Xov.,  Td,  tr.  \'.  R.  C..  Feb.,  'i34. 

John  J.  L nderwood,  C,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '(31,  killed  Mav  1;).  '63. 
at  A’ickslturg. 

James  S.  Underwood,  C,  72,  en.  X'ov.,  '61,  died  on  hospital 
boat,  City  of  Memiihis,  June  2S,  '(33. 

W right  I'nderwood,  C,  144,  en.  Mtiy.  '(34,  m.  o.  Dec.,  '64, 

Joseph  A'allance,  L,  25,  en.  Feb.,  'Cd,  died  at  Ct'lumbus,  (Ahio, 
March  29,  '(34. 

Henry  X'allance,  K,  21,  en.  Feb.,  ’(32,  killed  near  Kene.saw 
Mt.,  May  31,  '(34. 

John  X'allance,  K,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '(34. 

J.  R.  \ ansise,  K,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  ’*31.  dis.  for  elis..  May,  '62. 

J.  M.  \'an\’orhis,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '*’4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Perry  Walter,  I,  72,  eii.  .March.,  '('4,  cap.  June  11,  '(34,  died  in 
Florence  prison,  Xov.  14,  '*’4, 

Clinton  Walter,  E,  25,  en.  June,  (31,  Wagoner. 

Chauncey  Waiter,  1,  72,  en.  Xov.,  '('>!,  cn.p.  June  11,  '64,  ni.  o. 

! June,  '65. 

Michael  Walter,  I,  72,  en.  .March,  '*34,  cap.  June  11,  ’64,  m.  o. 
.Aug.,  '65. 

F.  Warden,  — , 111, 

John  .A.  Weller,  — , 72,  buried  in  Che.stmit  Ridge  Cemetery. 

Theodore  Whitman,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '('d,  ca]).  Dec.  31.  ’*32,  at 
battle  of  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  ex.  May  (3,  '*3:1.  wounded 
May  10,  ’*33-!,  and  Se[)t.  10,  ’(3:1,  in  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  Ga.,  m.  o.  Xov..  '(35.  \T  tcran. 

Lewis  Whitman,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug.  15,  '*31,  appt'ii  Corp’l  (Act.  5, 
'63,  Serg't  Xov.  1,  ’('4,  wounded  July  24.  '*34,  in  action 
near  .Atlanta,  Ga.,  m.  o.  Xov.,  '65.  \ eteran. 

James  Whitman. 

Leander  Whitman,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '(31,  iiro.  Serg't,  wounded 
at  .Atlanta,  re-enlisted,  m.  o.  Julv,  '6(3, 

Xathan  Whitman,  C,  l'o:l,  en.  .M<irc(i  (3,  '(35,  m.  o.  with  Co., 
.Aug.  4,  '(35. 

Josetih  Wideman,  K,  144,  en.  May,  '*34.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '*34. 

! R.  I jernme  ?]  Williams,  — , 41(. 

1 I).  Wise,  L,  25,  m.  o.  June,  '*3(3. 

I John  Wise,  L,  25,  i n.  I'ch.,  '(34,  m.  o.  Jum‘,  '(3(3. 

S.imuel  Wise,  L,  25,  en.  I'eb.,  '(34,  m.  o.  June,  '(3*3. 

F ranklin  Wright,  L,  25,  en.  .Aug.  7,  ’*32,  wounded  Dec.  *3,  '61, 
ills.  Jidy,  '*35. 

Joseph  AA’riglit,  F.,25,  en.  [une, '('d,  killed  at  Ch.incchor^t  ilie. 
May  2.  '*3:!. 

Henry  S.  AA'oll.int.  11.  21.  en.  .Aiir..  '61,  m.  o.  .Anu..  ’*31.  .ind  B. 
57,  en  Sepu, '*3 1 , (lis.  .Aug.  1". '*>4,  torwiuind.'  reeeit  ed 
in  action  at  Ri  s.ic.i.  ( 1.;.  A eter.m. 

Henry  J.  AA’oll.im.  Coi  |).  13,  1 1 1 . en.  Aug.,  *>2,  died  Jan.  0. ’*4, 
at  SiMiierset.  Ky. 

R.  H.  AA'ollam,  C.  1931,  on.  Al.irch. '(35,  m.  o.  Aug., '*'5. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


In  the  cemeteries  of  the  township  rest  the 
remains  of  soldiers  of  previous  wars  as  follows; 

Revolutionary  war,  Andrew  McBurney,  burieil  east  of  Hrad- 
ner.  War  of  1812,  l’liili[)  Hathaway,  Gcortte  Liy;htner, 
Pfiilip  Shoe,  C.  Shettler,  Kinaiiuel  Whilters,  Jacob 
Plantz,  John  Dean,  buried  in  Chestnut  Ridtje  Ceme- 
tery; George  Kieffir,  Daniel  Kimble,  Nelson  Shamblin, 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery;  and  Charles  Smith,  buried 
' in  the  township. 


PERRY  TOWNSHIP. 


Perry  township  was  represented  in  thirty-one 
Federal  regiments,  from  April,  i86i,  to  the  close 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  In  the  roster,  com- 
piled by  Capt.  O.  P.  Norris  and  comrade  vet- 
erans, the  names  of  all  are  given;  while  an  ac- 
count of  each,  taken  from  the  Adjutant-General's 
report,  is  added. 

Henry  F.  Albert,  E,  144,  en.  May,  ‘f)4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ‘u4. 

Jacob  Anderson,  B.  Ill,  en.  .Vug.  '62,  cap.  at  Lenoir,  Term., 
Nov.  16,  ’6;3,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

James  H.  Anderson,  B,  111,  en.  July,  '62,  cap.  Nov.  16,  ’6;J, 
par.  .March,  TG,  m.  o.  .May,  '66. 

Daniel  Anderson,  B,  111,  en.  July,  '62,  cap.  Nov.  16,  '63,  died 
in  .Andersonville  June  o,  '64. 

Austin  Ash,  B,  57,  en.  .Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  Oct.,  '64. 

Valentine  \V.  .Asii,  K,  101,  en.  .^ug.,  '62,  died  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  Feb.  11,  '6.'1. 

Edmond  R.  .Ash,  K,  101,  en.  .Aug.,  ’62,  dis.  for  dis.  June 
14,  '63. 

Benjamin  F.  .Ash,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Oct.,  '64. 

Amos  Babcock,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

,Asa  Babcock,  .A,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  m.  o.  Cor.  July,  '65. 

Joseph  N.  Babcock,  H,  40,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  Teamster,  wounded 
at  Kenesaw  Mt.,  June  21,  '64,  dis.  for  dis.  Feb.  17,  '65. 
David  Baer,  G,  25,  en.  Oct.,  '64,  dis.  July,  '65. 

George  Baer,  G,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  Cor.  June,  '66,  m.  o.  June,  66. 
David  Baird,  B,  55,  en.  Seijt.,  '61,  cap.  .Aug.  27,  ’64,  m.  o. 
June,  '65. 

Frank  Bassett  and  James  Bassett. 

David  Beedle,  enlisted  from  this  township. 

William  S.  Bonnell,  B,  57,  commissioned  as  2nd  Lieut.,  ’61, 
pro.  1st  Lieut.  .April,  ’62,  dis.  Nov.,  '62. 

Samuel  L.'  Bishop,  K,  40,  en.  Se[)t.,  '61,  cap.  Dec.  31,  '62,  cap. 

Sept.  10,  '6.3,  died  in  .Andersonville  June  17,  '64. 

John  Bossier,  B,  57,  en.  -Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64,  also  in  Co. 
H,  21,  three  months. 

Henry  Bossier,  1,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  [>ro.  Sergt.,  m.  o.  June,'65. 
Marsh  Bradner,  "Choctaw,"  navy. 

Samuel  Bradner,  “Choctaw,"  navy. 

Daniel  \\'.  Brown,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Henry  G.  Boucher,  (7,  ISO,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  -Sc[)t.  '65. 
Merryvveather  1'.  Burns,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  cap.  Nov.,  '63, 
died  m .Vndersonx'ille,  July  14,  '64. 

George  W.  C.irroll,  B,  57,  en.  Sept.,  'til,  m.  o.  M.iy,  't>3. 
William  Carroll,  K,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  dis,  for  dis,  June,  '62. 
William  H.  Carroll,  B,  57,  en.  .Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  March,  '63. 

Ira  Conley,  I,  111,  en.  Jan.,  'i>4.  Cor.,  tr.  to  1- , l'<3,  June,  't>5. 
Georg(*  C.  Carman,  B,  57,  ilii'd  at  Memphis,  '62, 

William  C.  Conley,  B,  111,  en,  .Vug,,  '62,  ca[).  Nov,  l(i, '6:5, 
died  in  .Andersonville,  May  S,  '64. 

James  F.  Chilcote,  1.  Ill,  en,  .Mig,,  'l'2,  ajipt'il  1st  Sergt. 

.Se])t.  4,  '(>2,  com.  2 Lieut.  Nov.  2t>,  'fi2,  res.  Dec.  7,  '6;!, 
John  W.  Chilcote,  II,  10,  en.  .Vug., '61,  cap.  Sept.  2iJ. '60«,  at 
battle  of  Chick.imaiiga,  Ga.,  m.  o.  .Vpril,  '65. 

Marcus  D.  Cliilcote,  E,  144,  en.  .May,  'til,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  't!4. 


Perry  C.  Chilcote,  H,  40,  en.  .Aug. ,'61,  cap.  .'>ent. 20,'63,  at  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  and  confined  in  Rebel  pris- 
ons at  Richmond,  Danville  and  .Andersonville,  ex. 
Nov.  20,  '64,  m.  o.  Jan.,  '65. 

Russell  B.  Chilcote,  E,  40,  en.  Aug.  12,  '61,  dis.  Nov.  24,  '61, 
on  Surg's  cert,  of  dis.,  and  E,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o. 
Aug.  24,  '64. 

Samuel  M.  Chilcote,  II,  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  dis.  .Aprii  H,  '61. 
on  Surg's  cert,  of  dis.,  and  E,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  m,  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

V\’.  \VA  Chamberlain,  G,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  dis.  fordis.  Nov.,  ’63. 

Albert  Calvin,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  .May,  '65. 

Aaron  Coon,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  w'd  h'eb.  6,  '63,  died  at 
Murfreesboro,  Feb.  11,  '*'3. 

John  Coons,  G,  ISO,  en.  Feb.,  '65.  m.  o.  .Sejit.,  'fio. 

Adtiison  P.  Cory,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '<>4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

.Solomon  Cook,  enlisted  from  this  township. 

William  Crabbs,  L,  123,  en.  .March,  '64,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Franklin  Crowell,  enlisted  from  this  township. 

George  W.  Crowell,  E,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64. 

Edward  M.  Curry,  H,  40,  en.  .Vug.,  ’(d,  w'd  Feb.  6,  died 
March  10,  '63,  at  Murfreeslioro,  Tenn. 

Thomas  Cuthbertson,  G,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  w'd  at  Gettysburg, 
m.  o.  June,  '64. 

John  Cuthbertson,  H,  40,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  w’d  May  27,  ’64,  dis. 
Oct.  28,  '65. 

Marcus  Cuthbertson,  D,  72.  en.  March,  ’64,  cap.  near  Ripley, 
Miss.,  m.  o.  May,  '67. 

Edwin  P.  Dana,. 

David  L Daily,  H,  49,  en.  Dec.,  '63,  Wuunded  at  Kenesaw 
Alt.,  m.  o.  Nov.,  '65. 

Samuel  Daily,  B,  40,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  .r.  Co.  K,  m.  o.  Nov.,  '65. 

Francis  Daily,  FI,  40,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  duty  at  headquarters 
until  111.  o.,  '65. 

John  Daily,  F5,  55,  en.  Oct.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

VVilliam  Itavis,  B,  57,  en.  Sept.,  '61.  Teamster  in  ’65,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  '65. 

Daniel  Davis,  B,  57,  en.  F'eb.,  '64,  died  May  8,  '64,  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

Frank  Delano,  G,  180,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  ’65. 

George  S.  Finos,  L,  I.  FI.  A.,  en.  June,  '6.3,  ni.  o.  July,  '65. 

Joseph  Finos,  L,  I.  H.  A.,  en.  June  13,  '63.  m.  o.  with  Com- 
pany July  25,  '65. 

Lorenzo  Emmons,  FI,  49,  cn.  -Aug.,  61,  wounded  Dec.  31,  '62. 
tr.  V.  R.  C.  Seiit.,  '6i3. 

Levi  Flngland,  FI,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  pro.  (Cor-,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Jacob  Ebright,  I,  123,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  caie  at  Winchester,  \ a., 
ex.  Oct.,  '63,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Clayton  W'.  E\erett,  FI,  40,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  jiro.  Sergt.  March. 
'62,  wounded  at  Stone  Ri\'er,  dis.  -April,  '6>3. 

Alfred  Flverett. 

John  -V.  F'eidt,  E,  186,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Thaddeus  R.  Fletcher,  B,  111,  en.  July.  '62,  cap.  Nov.  16,  '6:.S, 
died  in  -Andersonville. 

Joseph  F indlay,  D.  72,  en.  Nov., '61,  killed  near  Ri[dey,  Miss., 
June  1 1,  '64. 

Ambrose  F'ry,  B.  Ill,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par. 
Dec.,  'i)3,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

John  F'oreman,  L,  I.  H.  .-Vrt.,  en.  June,  '6:5,  pro.  2 Lieu.  -Aug., 
'6;{,  1 Lieu.  July.  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

George  F'oreman,  .A,  21,  com.  L.t.  Se]it., '61,  [>ro.  1 Lieu.  Feb., 
'62,  resigned  Nov.,  '62. 

.Albert  B.  F'ord,  E,  144,  en.  Mtiy,  '64,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '64. 

William  H.  F'ord,  H,  49,  en.  .Vug.,  '61.  w'd.  killed  ;it  Nash- 
ville, Nov.  1 , '64. 

John  H.  Ford,  FI.  14,  en.  Mtiy,  '61,  pro.  Cor.,  m.  o.  .Vug..  '64. 

'iVilliam  F'rv,  B,  57,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  Oct..  '61, 

Jacob  B.  F'rv,  E,  19,  ui.  .Vug.,  '61,  pro.  1 Lieu.  Dec.,  't4.  re- 
signed March.  '65. 

John  J.  F ry,  F',  49,  en.  .-Vug.,  '61,  pro.  from  .Sergt.,  Dec.,  't'4.  to 
Lieu.,  re.  Alarch  9,  '6>5, 

Jeremiah  B.  F'rv,  K,  Pd,  en.  .Vug.,  '62.  died  at  Ch.ittanoog i. 
Tenn.,  N(i\ . 21.  '6i:l. 

John  \\  . F rees'  . E.  19.  en  F eb..  '61,  tsounded  M.t\  9.  61,  di>. 
I uiy,  '65. 

VV'illi.iin  l^l.  F reese,  1,  123,  en.  .Vug.,  '62.  missing  at  Winchts- 
ter,  June  15,  '6;>. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  ONTO. 


Isaac  Gault,  L,  I.  H.  A.,  en.  July,  'Go,  injured  in  Kentucky 
R.  R.  ac.  Oct.  ‘29,  m.  o.  July,  'G.O. 

George  Gunder,  said  to  liave  resided  here. 

Isaac  G.  Gunder,  B,  oT,  en.  Oct.,  ’Gl,  for  three  years. 

Soloman  Gunder,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.,  'GI,  killed  at  Pickett's 
Mills,  Ga.,  May  ‘27,  ‘G4. 

Samuel  Gunder,  K,  ISti,  en.  Feb.,  ’65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  'Co. 

Geo.  Goodwin,  B,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  tr.  to  E,  2 Inf.,  m.  o. 
July,  '65. 

William  H.  Gulick,  G,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  m,  o.,  killed  at  Get- 
tysburg July  1,  'Go*. 

Abram  Grublt,  K,  155,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  ’65. 

Bernard  Harniltf)n,  Navy. 

Lorenzo  D.  Hatfield,  G,  189,  en.  Feb.,  '65.  m.  o.  May,  '65. 

Taylor  Hale,  G,  189,  en.  Feb.  9,  '05,  m.  o.  with  Companv, 
Sept.  ‘28,  '65. 

F.dward  Hays,  L,  I.  H.  A.,  en.  July,  '63,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Lorin  N.  Hays,  K,  185,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Charles  Henry,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Orrin  Henry,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  Cor.  Sept., '62,  Sergt.  May, 
'65,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Thomas  J.  Henry.  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Moses  Heller,  I,  123,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  cap.  at  'VVinchester,  ex. 
Oct.,  '63,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Andrew  Helm,  said  to  have  served  in  the  artillery. 

Elisha  Hale,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.  15,  '61,  died  Jan.  8,  '63,  at  Mur- 
freesboro, Tenn.,  of  wounds  received  Dec.  31,  '62,  in 
battle  of  .St(.)ne  River,  Tenn. 

Iliff  Hukill,  K,  49,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  dis.  Xov.,  '62. 

James  .A.  Ilger,  H.  49,  en.  Feb., '64,  m.  o.  Aug.  26,  '65. 

Cassius  C.  Jones,  H,  49,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  wounded  at  Pickett's 
Mills,  dis.  Dec.,  '64. 

Benj.  Jones,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .\ug.,  '64. 

John  Johnston,  H,  49,  en.  .\ug.,  '61,  wounded  Sejit.  20,  '63,  in 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  again  .Mav  9,  '64,  in  battle 
of  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  Ga.,  dis.  June  ‘20,  '65,  on  Surg's 
cert,  of  dis.  Veteran. 

Christopher  Keefer,  E,  144,  en.  May  2,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug. 
24,  '64. 

Abraham  Keefer,  FI,  144,  en.  .May  2,  '64,  com.  1 Lieut.  May, 
'64,  m.  o.  Aug.  24,  '64. 

John  Keefer,  B,  111,  en.  July,  '62,  cap.  N'ov.  16,  '63,  in  action 
near  Lenoir,  Tenn.,  died  March  20,  '64,  in  Rebel 
prison  at  Richmond,  \’a. 

Eli  Keifer,  B,  111,  en.  July,  '62,  cap.  Xov.  16,  '63,  in  action 
near  Lenoir,  Tenn.,  par.  .March  1,  '65,  m.  o.  May,  '65. 

George  Kempher,  K,  101,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  dis  for  dis.  May,  '63. 

W.  H.  H.  Kiger,  Sergt.  I,  IT,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  dis.  May,  '62,  on 
.Surg's  cert,  of  dis.,  E,  144,  Sergt.,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

Samuel  Lambright,  E,  144,  cn.May,  '64,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 

John  M.  Locey,  H,  49,  en.  Oct.,  died  at  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
Aug.  25,  '65. 

Francis  E.  Lowe,  FI,  49,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  X^ov.,  '64. 

Jeremiah  Loman,  B,  57,  en.  Oct.  1,  '61,  a]i|)td.  Cor.  -Aug.  31, 
'6)4,  m.  o.  -Aug., '65.  \‘eteran. 

Thomas  R.  Loman,  L,  1,  H.  A.,  en.  June,  '63,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

George  W.  Mclfwen,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug., '61,  Sergt.,  killed  in 
battle  of  Pickett's  .Mills,  Ga.,  .Mav  27,  '64.  X'eteran. 

Thomas  C.  .McFXven,  H,  49,  en.  Oct., 'til,  w)3unded  June  25, 
'63,  in  battle  of  Liberty  Gap,  Tenn.,  m.  o.  Xov.,  '64. 

Milton  C.  Miller,  H,  49,  en.  Aug., '61,  cap.  at  Chickamauga. 

Orrison  McClellan,  B,  57,  en.  Se[)t.,'l)l,  dis.  fcjr  dis.  July,  '63, 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Stephen  .Mason,  Fi,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Atig., '64. 

\Villiam  .McFlwen.  FI,  144,  en.  May, '64,  m.  o.  .Aug., '64. 

Wm.  C.  .McRill,  G,  189,  en.  Feb., '65,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '65. 

Alvin  C.  .McRill,  I,  111,  en.  Aug., '62,  m.  o.  June,  't)5. 

James  .McCt'.rmick,  L,  1,  FI.  A.,  en.  June,  't'3,  m.  o.  July, '65. 

Charles  A.  Musser,  9,  Ind.  Bat.  L.  .A.,  en.  March, '64,  in.  o. 
July, '65. 

bimpson  C.  Miller,  H,  49,  en.  .\ug.,  'til.  Cor.  Dec.,  '(i‘2,  cap.  at 
Chi(  kamauLM,  ref.  June,  'ti4,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  'ti4. 

Charles  1'.  Monger,  B,  55,  en.  ( )ct., 'til,  m.  o.  July, 'tl5,  \'eteran. 

James  II,  .Moffett,  mustered  in,  moveil  to  Cincinnati,  and 
ni.  o.  bv  State. 

W m.  \\’,  Morgan,  I,  111,  en.  Aug., 'ti‘2,  m.  o.  June  ‘27,  65. 


Omar  P.  Xorris,  H,  21,  en.  April,  '61,  in  3-mos.'  service,  and 
G,  25,  en.  June,  '61,  dis.  Xov., '61,  irn  -Surg's  cert,  of  dis., 
re-enlisted  in  Co.  B,  111,  Aug.  1, 'ti‘2,  ajijttd.  1st  Sergi. 
Sept.  6,  '62,  jiro.  to  2d  Lieut.  Jan.  12,  'o3,  to  1st  Lieut. 
March  13,  '63,  cap.  Xo\.  16,  '63,  near  Lenoir,  Tenn., 
escaped  from  prison  Xov.  27,  '64,  reported  to  Regt. 
F'eb.  8, '65,  pro.  Capt.  Co.  I,  to  date  from  Xo’c.  17, 'U4. 
(Was  in  Re'oel  prisons  upward  of  13  months.) 

Thomas  C.  Xorris,  B,  111,  com.  Capt.  July,  '62,  jmc.  major  Jan. 

l,  '64,  com.  Lt.-Col.,  ru.  o.  as  major,  Jidy  12.  '65.  died  in 
1867  at  Fostoria,  Ohi(',  from  injuries  received  in  a rail- 
road accident  during  the  war. 

James  FI.  Xorris,  H,  49,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  apptd.  Corp.  Oct.  1,  '.62, 
wounded  in  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  .Sept.  26, 
'63,  apptd.  .Sergt.  F'eb.  1,'64,  killed  at  Pickett's  Mills, 
Ga.,  May  ‘27,  '64. 

John  C.  Ort,  B,  57,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '65. 

Jacob  A.  Ort,  B,  57,  en.  Sept., '61,  died  at  '.'icksburg.  Miss., 
Oct.  1, '63. 

John  Ostein,  B,  55,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  killed  at  Bull  Run,  \’a., 
' Au,g.  30,  '62. 

M’illiam  Osman,  B,  57,  en.  Oct., '61,  m.  o.  Oct., '64. 

Zibia  Osman,  55  or  57. 

F'red  Otman,  suj.posed  to  have  been  in  E,  144. 

William  13.  Otto,  B,  111,  en.  Aug., '62.  cap.  Xov.  16,  '63,  m.  o. 
June, '65. 

Edward  Otto,  E,  144,  en.  Alay,  '64,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  ‘64. 

Wilson  Patterson,  B,  55,  en.  Sept.,  '61.  dis.  for  dis.  Sept.,  '62. 
Xathaniel  Patterson,  B,  55,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  tr.  to  Bat.  2,  A'.  R. 
C,  Oct.,  '63. 

AVilliam  H.  F'’atterson,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 
John  Felton,  FI,  49,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  Vet.  Co.  K.  Jan.,  '64, 
wounded  May  27,  '64,  rn.  o.  Xov.,  '65. 

Henry  J.  Felton,  B,  55,  en.  Sept.  20,  '61,  apptd.  .Sergt.  from 
Corp.  Sept.  1,  '62,  1st  Sergt  Oct.  1,  '64,  prci.  to  Quarter- 
master June  7,  '65,  to  1st  Lieut.  July  10,  65,  veteran, 

m.  o.  Julyll,  ’65. 

George  Paine,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o. -Aug.,  '64. 

Henry  Padgham,  E,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 

Amos  K.  Raney,  B,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  cap.  Xov.  P),  'i'.;-;,  in 
action  near  Lenoir,  Tenn..  died  in  Rebel  prison  at 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  June  IS,  '64. 

Jonathan  Rice,  H,  49,  en.  -Aug.,  '61,  cap.  at  Lawrence'ourg, 
par.  Oct.,  '62,  killed  at  Pickett's  Alills. 

Perry  Rice,  D,  49,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  tr.  Co.  K,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '64. 
-Amos  B.  Rich,  B,  57,  F'eb.  to  -Aug.,  '64. 

Christ  A.  Riser,  B,  57,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  p-'o.  Cor.  Sept.,  '64, 
Sergt.,  June,  '65,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '65. 

AVilliam  Rollins.  H,  49,  en.  -Aug.,  '61,  cap.  at  Chickamauga, 
ex.  Jan.,  '65,  m.  o.  Jan.,  '65. 

George  Richard,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  Musician,  died  at 
Chattanooga,  .May  15,  '64, 

John  Richard.  Jr.,  B,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '62.  ni.  o.  June.  'i35. 

John  L.  Richard.  B,  111,  Corpl.  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  cap.  Xov.  16, 
'63,  in  action  near  Lenoir,  Tenn.,  par.  Xov.,  '64,  m.  o. 
June,  '65. 

Orrin  S.  Richardson,  G,  189,  en.  March  1,  '65,  died  in  hospi- 
tal at  Fluntsville,  -Ala.,  .March  25,  '65. 

Leland  Richardson.  B,  57,  .Sept..  '61,  to  .Aug.,  'f'5. 

Jacob  Rumbaugh,  H.  49,  en.  Oct.,  '('2,  drafted,  m.o.  July,  'O^'. 
Jeremiah  Rumbaugh,  B,  57,  i-n.  .Sept..  '61,  wounded  at  Ken- 
esaw  Mt.,  died  in  Cia.,  Sept  6,  '64. 

William  M.  Rumbaugh,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62.  m.  o.  June.  •>.). 
Daniel  Shafftstall,  H,  49,  en.  .Aug.,  '61.  died  at  M urfreesboro. 
June  15,  '63. 

Flenry  Shafftst.ill,  I,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  died  June  2'f,  'f’>3.  at 
Glasgow,  Ky. 

Jacob  R.  Slatterbeck,  FI,  21,  en.  .April,  '61  si  nii's.'  Regt.. I 
m.  o.  Aug.,  '61. 

Samuel  Slatterbeck,  l’>,  111,  en.  July,  'f'2,  woundeil  in  actu>n 
and  dis.  Sept.  18,  '6-'l. 

J(dm  Slatterb(  ck.  B.  Ill,  en.  .Aug.,  '62.  W.igoner  until  m.  o. 
J ime,  'G '), 

George  A\  . Skit’i-rl'i'i.k,  H.  ‘21.  en.  .Apri'.  'el,  :u.  e.  wei'  ' 

.Aug.  12,  'Gl,  1),  57,  <-n.  .Aug.,  'tl'J,  di?.  ter  ib'.,  e .. 
wounded  in  riubt  arm  m battle  of  .Arkans.is  l'o<t. 
Samuel  Shav  er,  11.  4'.t,  en.  .Aug., 'Gl,  tr.  to  S.  C.,  in.  o.,ttct., 
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Jacol)  Sidles,  E.  )44,  en.  May,  '*>4,  ni.  o.  Any.,  'ti4. 

Simon  Shoe. 

Henry  Shenmin,  I,  111,  in.  Aug.,  'Sd,  ni.  o.  June, 

Joseph  Sidle. 

Silas  W’.  Simons,  K,  49,  en.  Auir.  I'd.  '(d,  ap[u'd  l.st  Sore't  from 
■Serg't,  July  4,  pro.  dnd  Lieut.  Co.  H,  june  IS. 

1st  Lieut,  from  dnd  Lieut.  Co.  H,  ,\l;irch  LI,  hH,  killed 
May  ‘27,  '04.  in  battle  of  Piekett'.s  Milks,  Ga. 

Betiyrnin  .SiatltT,  K,  12d,  en.  .Vue.,  '02,  cap.  at  Winchester, 
m.  o.  June,  '0'>. 

John  II.  Spitler,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  rir.  o.  .-\ue.,  '04. 

Alexander  Smitli,  K,  L)l,  en.  Aug.,  '02,  died  at  Nashville, 
Dec.  8,  '02. 

John  W.  Smith,  G, 2-7,  en.  Sept.,  'td,  wounded  'i'4,dis.  Iuly,'0.:i. 

\Vm.  Orr  Smitli,  1,  111,  en.  Jan.,  '04,  died  at  Chattanooga, 
Inly  In,  '(i4. 

Isaac  Stambaugh,  E,  40,  en.  Oct.,  '02.  drafteil,  dis.  ltdv,  'Oo. 

.A.  I).  -Stewart,  G,  d-"),  en.  June,  01,  wounded;  at  Gettysburg. 
July  1,  'Od,  m.  o.  July,  'f>4,  Serg't. 

P'rank  R.  .Stewart,  H,  4L,  en.  Aug,,  '01,  wounded  at  Stone 
River,  Dec.,  't'2,  apjit'd  1st  Serg't.  .-Vt)ril,  '0;4,  pro.  2nd 
Lieut.,  Oct.,  'ntJ.  tr.  C<c  K,  June,  '04,  veteran,  jiro.  Cant, 
from  1st  Lieut.  Co.  r',  17ec.,  '04,  m.  o.  with  Co.,  N'ov.,  'O-a. 

James  M.  Sti.-wart,  I,  Hi,  en.  -\u,g.,  '02,  '[jro.  Serg't,  m,  o. 
June,  'On. 

John  T.  Stewart,  E.  144,  en.  May.  '04,  m.  o.  .Aitg..  't'i4.  as  Corp'l. 

\\’illiam  Stew.irt.  E.  144,  en.  ,4iay,  '04,  n't.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

Orrin  Stearns.  B,  o'l,  en.  Sepit.  2e,  '01.  apip'td  Corp'l,  lune  1, 
'04,  jiro.  1st  Serg't  July  8,  '\\.  o.  July,  'Oo. 

Joel  Swineheart,  E,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '04. 

'Gabriel  -Swineheart,  II,  49,  en.  .Aug..  '01.  cap.  Oct.  Id,  '02, 
[lar.  .May,  'Od,  Corp'l  (’Rt.,  'Ofl,  m.  o.,  Serg't.  Xo\'.,  '0,x 

John  W.  S'.vineheart,  1,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '02.  pn.i.  -Serg't,  cap). 
No\'.  10,  'Od,  dieii  in  .Ander,'on\'ille,  Alav  ‘24,  '04. 

Jacob  Swartz,  E,  49,  en.  Oct..  '0.2,  drafteti,  died  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky..  Jan.  Li,  'Od. 

William  H.  Swmiheart,  H,  144,  en.  .Mav,  'i')4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

Charles  W.  Thomas,  G,  189.  en.  Eeb.,  'On,  m.  o.  Mav,  'O.7. 

Lott  Todd,  B,  .77,  e-n.  .'4e[it..  'o>l.  dis.  for  dis.  D<-c.  10,  '02. 

Michael  Todd,  I,  L2d>,  en.  .Aug.,  't''2,  m.  o.  June,  '07. 

Wilber  A'ining,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '02,  died  Jan.  4,  'Od. 

James  H.  Vosbnrg,  H,  49,  en.  -Aug.,  '01,  wounded  Alay  27, 
'04,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '(4. 

Benjamin  E.  Wardin,  B,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  '02,  m.  o.  June,  '05. 

Hiram  Whiteford,  H,  49,  en.  -Aug.,  '01,  ca[).  (Jet.,  7,  '02,  ret. 
Jan.,  'Od,  wounded  at  Cltickamauga  and  at  Nashville, 
m.  o.  -Apu'll,  '07. 

William  Werner,  B,  77,  en,  Oct.,  '01,  m.  o.  with  Co.  July  11, 
'07.  A'eteran. 

.Moses  Winter,  P2,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

David  H.  Wonder,  I),  144.  en.  May,  '0i4,  m.  o.  .Aug,,  '04. 

Josep)h  P'.  Wttmler.  D,  144,  en.  M.iy,  '0>4.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

flenry  S.  Williams,  G,  189,  en.  Eeb.,  'ti7.  pro.  2nd  Lieut., 
-March,  '07,  1st  l.ieul.  Co.  B,  Sept.,  '0>7. 

P’hili])  J.  Wickard,  G.  1>9,  en.  P'i'b..  '0)7,  m.  o.  May,  '07. 

Henry  M'icka.rd,  H,  49,  en.  .\ug.,  'til,  caii.  at  Stone  River, 
ex.  -May,  '03,  wounded  Nov.  27,  '03,  m.  o.  March,  '07. 

Elmer  AAites,  claimed  as  a soldier  from  this  townshif'. 

John  W,  Yates,  PI,  49,  en.  .Aug.,  'til,  ['iro.  Sirgt.  ()ct.,  'tid,  1st 
Sergt.  Nov.,  'ti4,  killed  Dec.  L>,  '04,  in  battle  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  A'eteran. 

Daniel  M.  Yates,  I I , 49,  en.  .Aug.  17,  '01,  a))ptd.  Cor.  Nov.  1, 
't'4,  -Sergt.  -April,  'tc7.  m.  o.  Nov.  3ii,  '07. 

William  L.  Yates,  H.  49,  en.  .Aug.,  'til,  ap'ptd.  Cor.  .April  17, 
'(i7,  m.  o.  Nov.  iHj,  'ti.7.  A'etiran. 

Lewis  L.  Yates,  PI.  144,  en.  Mat',  '(‘4.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '<i4. 

-Solomoit  A’onk'-r,  I,  N.  Ak  Inf.,  killed  in  b.ittle. 

Samuel  A'onker.  I,  12-'),  en.  Dec.,  'tii',  m.  o.  lane,  '07. 


PEKRYSBURG  TOWNSHIP  .AND  VILL.VGE 


The  roster  and  record  of  Pcrrysltiiro  soldiers 
are  founded  on  muster  rolls  and  private  docu- 


ments in  possession  of  Hiram  Charles,  sundrt 
j rnilitarv  notices  in  the  Perrysburq-  Journal,  and 
i memories  of  several  veterans.  The  lists  were 
submitted  to  Messrs.  Hayes,  Kingsbury,  ct  al.. 

' of  PerrA'sburg;  LaFarree,  Merry,  Evers,  Yeager 
and  Finkbeiner,  of  Bowling  Green;  J.  W.  Brown.s- 
berger,  of  Weston,  and  others;  and  to  the  names 
thus  obtained  the  records  of  service  were  added 
from  the  .Adjutant-General’s  reports. 

G.  .-A.  .Adams,  11  Cav.,  chaplain,  en.  July,  'fid,  resigned  Nov. 
27,  '(4. 

John  H.  -Adams,  H,(.i7,  en.  Feb.,  'ti4,  m.  o.  Dec.,  'G7. 
j Albert  .Alden,  G,  d Cav.  en.  beiit.,  'til. 

I John  C.  .Albert,  C,  21  id  mos.),  H,  117,  com.  t.'a[)t.,  P'eb.,  't'>d, 

: killed  at  P'ort  W.'igner,  .8.  C.,  July  18,  'tid. 

i Henry  F..  .Averill,  11  Cav.  en.  June,  'lid,  ap.  R.  0.  M.  dis.  at 
j -Umaha,  NePtr.,  .April,  't'7. 

James  P.  .Averill,  G,  21  id  mos.),  and  P",  144,  P'irst  .Sergt..  of 
I 144,  from  May  until  -Aug.,  'Ii4. 

1 Philij)  .Artz,  G,  Lit),  en.  May,  'tl4,  m.  o.  Sepu.,  'tl4. 
j Frank  .Artz,  G,  ;>7,  en.  .Septt.,  'til. 

! Joh.n  Ikirton,  P',  144,  en.  .May,  'ti4,  m.  o.  .Aug..  'ti4. 

William  Barton,  P',  144,  en.  _M<iy,  'Ii4.  m.  o.  .Aug..  '114. 

Jolin  Bader,  I,  111,  com.  2nd  Lieut.,  .Aug.,  'tl2,  resigned 
Oct.,  20.  '112. 

led.  L.  B.iird,  C.  21,  en.  .April,  'til,  m.  o.  .Aug..  '01,  en.  for  d 
years,  -Sept.,  'til,  piro.  1st  Lieut.,  and  .Atlj.,  Dec.,  'til, 
' served  to  Dec..  'Ii4. 

Charles  C.  Baird,  E,  72,  and  C.  144,  en.  in  144,  May,  '(U, 
Sergt.,  until  .-Aug.,  '114. 

Charles  Barnes,  PI,  (17,  en.  (3ct,,  '62. 

D.  D.  Bates.  P',  144,  en.  May,  'Ii4,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '04. 

Melvin  B.irlow,  Lieut.  27th  .Mich.  Infantry. 

Bradford  Barlow,  27th  Mich.  Infantry. 

Alexander  Beard,  H,  77,  en.  Sept.,  '01,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  'lio,  wit'i 
rank  of  Corpor.il. 

.Alexander  Baird,  H,  07,  en.  Oct.,  '02.  dis.  -Aug.,  '05. 

George  Bearil,  H.  77.  en.  Jan.,  'ti2,  m.  o.  Jan.,  '07. 

John  Beach,  P',  144.  en.  .May,  'til,  m.  o.  .-Aug.,  'Ii4. 
j (dilbert  Beach,  P'ifth  Wis.  Inf. 

P’eter  Plell,  H,  tl7.com.  2d  Lieut.  Oct.,  '02,  resigned  Niw.,  'tid. 
P'rancis  ,\.  Belanger,  C,  21  i3  yrs.i,  en.  .-Aug.,  'til,  dis.  for  d.is. 

lulv,  '02,  being  then  sergeant. 

Chris.  Ilensman,  (7,  189.  en.  P'l-b.,  '01,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '07. 
Christopher  Betz,  E,  1 Mich.  Cav. 

Jacol)  Belleville,  C,  21  (3  mos.),  .April,  'ill,  to  .Aug.,  'til. 
P'reeman  Belleville,  L.  3 Cav.,  en.  Sept.,  'Ii3,  died  May  13. 
'04.  at  Chattanooga. 

William  Belleville.  K,  27,  en.  P'eb.,  '04,  m.  o.  June,  '00. 
Charles  Belleville,  C,  128,  en  June,  ii‘2,  m.  o.  luae.  'ii7. 

James  I'xdlevilltv  .-A,  llitt,  en.  .Mig.,  'ti‘2,  m.  o.  June,  'tl7. 

! Lyman  Belleville,  C.21  (3  mos.),  en.  .April, 'til , m.  o.  .Aug..  '4. 
j Davis  B.  Bentley,  C,  21  |3  mos.),  en.  .Aprd,  '01.  m.o.  .A'.;g.. 
1 'td,  and  C,  21  (■'!  \ rs.),  en.  July.  'i'2.  cap.  :;t  Chickamai.- 

i ga,  died  at  Richmond,  Nov.  19.  '(4. 

I .Andrew  Bloomtield,  P , 144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'i4. 

I Julius  1'..  Blinn,  P',  141,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  >).  .Aug.,  til. 

I Joim  11.  Blinn,  Pi,  72,  Capt. 

I I.eonard  B.  Blinn,  C,  21  (;>  mos.).  and  .A,  Lit),  O')!)'..  C.iiu  . 
! .Mav,  '03,  pro.  from  Dt  Lieut.,  resigned  March  3.. 

\ lohn  H.  Bvits,  H.  ii7.  en.  Oct.,  '01.  m.  o.  Di)'.,  'i'7. 
j Er-inklin  Blinn,  H,  07,  en.  i 't’t.. '01,  m.o.  Di'C.. 'I'O. 

I Richiird  P'.  Blinn,  L.  ;!  C.iv.,  en.  .Si’pt., 'i'>i,  dis.  for  ilis.  I.m  . 
I '01).  with  rank  of  ,'7ergt.  .Alsu  seiv  t il  in  P , 141.  ir 

I M.iv  to  Aug..'t'l,  but  first  in  A'o.  C',  21.  3 niiis. 

I Marsh. dl  K.  Blinn.  G,  DO,  en.  P eb.,  07,  dis.  ,'>ept.. 'i''>. 

I Duck  Blinn.  P , 1 1 1.  en.  Alay,  'I'  l. 

; Ignatius  Buff,  K.  123,  en.  .Aug.,  'liJ,  pro.  Ci'rp.,  dis.  0 'i' •!  s. 
I May.'O;!. 

Gustavu>  1 •oi'den,  .A.  LiL.  en.  .Aug.. 'i'2,  accidently  iniur-  d."', 
17tlt  Regt.  \ . R.  G..  m.  i>.  Iul\,  't'>7. 

John  S,  Borden,  (',  21.  i ii.  .April,  '01.  m.  o.  .Au,g.,  '01. 

.Augiisuis  Bradford.  19  ln<t.  Infantry, 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


J o-j 


l.cvi  IJricker,  G.  HI,  cn.  Miirch,  'fi'J,  dis.  M.ircli,  'H4. 

Andi't-w  J.  i’jrinvnsbLrLTcr,  A,  t-n.  July.  woundei!  at 
Limtstunu  Sta.,  Scjvt.  8,  'ti8,  dic-d  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
Sept.  'dH,  Tid, 

j(.)hn  W.  ijro\vnsher>ter.  A,  !u().  en.  .\uv., 'Hv!,  ca[).  at  Lime- 
stone Sta.,  Se[it.  S,  ’H;'.,  was  cnnhned  in  Libby,  belle 
Isle  and  Castle  Thunder  prisons,  ret.  June,  T>4,  api)td. 
Cf)rp.  Dec.  I,  'I'd.  m.  o.  June.  'W. 

Janies  .M.  brown,  H,  07,  en.  Sept.,  'HI,  dis.  for  dis.,  Dec.,  'G'J. 

\V.  \V.  Brown.  F,  til,  en.  Sept.,  'HI,  one  of  the  volunteers  for 
the  Mitchell  Raid,  dis.  May  l-O, '(U,  awarded  medal  of 
honor  by  Congress,  Jtdy.  'HrJ. 

William  Bruka,  1,  111,  en.  Aug. ,"HcJ,  tr.  1 Batt.  \L  R.  C.,  A}>ril, 
'H.5,  m.  o.  July,  'H.O. 

Henry  C.  Broka,  G,  o Cav.,  and  B,  o5,  en.  in  Cav.  P'eli., 'H4, 
m.  o.  Aug.,  'H.'). 

Alexander  R.  Bruce,  C,  ‘Jl,  en.  April,  'HI,  ni.  o.  with  Co.  Aug., 
’HI,  C,  Ids,  en.  June,  'H‘i,  d.is.  'dct.,  'Hd.  on  Surg's  cert,  of 
dis.,  F,  144,  en.  .May,  'H4,  m.  o.  Aug., 'hT. 

Jesse  Bruce,  C,  ‘Jl,  en.  .A]>ril,  'HI,  m.  o.  with  Co.  Aug.  1,  ’HI, 
and  F',  144,  en.  .May,  'H4,  Corp.,  m.  o.  with  Co.  Aug.,  ’H4, 
Navy,  1’. 

Joseph  Bruce,  F,  144,  en.  May,  ’H4,  m.  o.  with  Co.,  .Fug.,  ’H4, 
and  Na\  y,  en.  Co.  F. 

George  Burkert,  1,  7'J,  en.  Oct.,  dis.  for  dis.  March,  ’Hd. 

Andrew  Burns,  F,  144,  en.  May.  'Hi4.  m.  o.  Aug.,  'H4. 

George  W.  Button,  H,  -i.j,  en.  Dec., 'H4,  m.  o.  July.  ’Ho. 

James  Carter,  FI,  111,  en.  .Fug.,  dis.  for  dis.  Dec.,  'H2, 

James  A.  Cavenaugh,  B,  loH,  111.  Inf. 

Kdward  C.  Carroll,  Navy. 

John  B.  Campbell,  C,  Penn.  Inf. 

William  Canfield,  H,  H7.  en.  Oct..  'HI,  dis.  for  dis.  July,  'H2. 

Charles  ML  Ch;ip]iel,  H,  H7,  en>  Jan.,  'H2,  m.  o.  Dec.,  'H.j,  w'd 
at  Ware  Bottcun.  May  2b.  'H4. 

John  W.  Chap[)el,  C,  21,  and  F2,  1 Mich.  Cav. 

John  Cham’berlain,  .F.  Ibb,  en.  lulv,  'H2,  tr.  to  \'.  R.  C. 

Franklin  Charles,  .F,  Ibb,  ilied  in  .Fndersonville,  Aug.  9,  'H4, 
cap.  at  Limestone  Sta.,  Sept.,  '(id. 

Hiram  Charles,  .F,  Ibb,  en.  [ulv,  'H2,  pro.  Sergt.  anfl  1 .Sergt., 
cap.  Sept.  8,  '(id,  ret.  May.  'H.'j,  m.  o.  June,  'H.F 

James  M.  Charles,  Jr.,  F,  144,  en.  .Mav,  'H4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'H4. 

W.  P.  Clark,  C,  24,  en.  June,  ’HI,  dis.  .March,  'Hd. 

John  Cornelius,  .F,  14,  en.  Aug.,  ’HI,  this.  Sept.  H4. 

Daniel  Cornelius.  F,  144. 

Noah  W.  Cox,  I,  47,  en.  June,  ’HI,  tr.  from  Co.  F,  served  un- 
til Oct.,  '65. 

Henry  L.  Cotik,  L,  d Ca\-.,  en.  Dec.  ’Hd,  m.  o.  Aug..  ’6.5. 

.Fllen  Cook,  H,  H7,  en.  Oct.,  'til,  dis.  for  dis.  Oct.,  ’H2. 

.Fsher  Cook,  C.  21,  and  F,  144.  Capt.  of  Co.  C.  21,  for  three 
months,  Capt.  of  Co.  F,  144.  for  term  of  service. 

FIdward  C.  Contine,  F,  144,  en.  May,  ’ti4.  m.  o.  Aug.,  '(>4. 

FAlward  Conrad,  K,  111,  en.  Aug.,  'H2,  m.  o.  May,  '60. 

R.  H.  Chubb,  “S(|uirrel  Flunter.  ’ 

Henry  L.  Crane,  C,  21,  en.  .F|iril,’Hl,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’HI. 

Wesley  Cranker,  G,  d Cav.,  en.  Jan.,  ’H4,  apptd.  Farrier,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  'H'l. 

Joseph  Croft,  H.  ’(i7,  en.  Jan.,  ’62.  m.  o.  as  Corpi.  Dec.,  ’65. 

John  Croft,  FI.  H7,  and  Fi,  72,  Musician  of  H,  (i7,  from  Oct., 
'62,  to  Oct.,  'tin,  en.  in  72,  Nov.,  ’(il.  dis.  July,  'H2. 

William  Crook,  F',  141,  en.  M ay,  '(if,  m.  o.  .Fug.,  ’ii4. 

Herbert  Crook,  C,  21 , dieil  at  Richmond  of  smallpox  Dec. 
d,  ’Hd,  ha\  ing  been  ca]i.  at  Chickamauga. 

Thomas  Crook,  C,  21,  en.  .Fug.  9.  'HI,  m.  o.  as  .Sergt.  July,  '65. 

James  Cullen,  C,  21,  en.  .F]iril,  '61,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'HI.  tiled  .Mav 
‘25,  ’H2. 

G.  \V.  Cummins,  H,  67,  en.  Ncv.,  '(il,  pro.  Sergt.  and  1st 
Sergt..  111.  o.  Dec.,  '(>5,  and  ;i  .Mexican  soldier. 

M illiam  Darling,  C,  Id'^.  en.  June,  'H2,  m.  o.  June,  '(io. 

Benjamin  F.  Darling,  t . 21.  i-n.  .Fjiril,  '(il,  m.  o.  .Fug.,  'HI, 
arid  C,  12<S,  from  M.iy,  'H2,  to  June,  '*i5. 

Robe-rt  ,M.  Da’cis,  (_',  d Ca\'.,  en.  .Fug..  'HI.  dis.  for  dis.  Nov., 
'62,  re-en.  Feb.,  'H4,  m.  o.  .Fug.,  '(>5. 

Charles  Dustin,  C,  Plb,  i-n.  M.iw  'H.p  dis.  -Se-p.,  ’(it. 

Jacob  Da\’is,  F.  S.  \.  I'.i vma.'ti'r. 

Frank  G.  D,i\ i.'iipun,  I'e  ili,en.  .Vug.  'H2.  in.  o.  June,  H5. 

Mm.  H.  Davenport,  1,  ill.  en.  .M.iy.  (i4.  m.  o.  .\ug., ’(it. 

J-  M.  Deem>,  Fi,  11.  \ ir.  Inf. 


Ffdward  W.  DeF'erna,  L,  d Cav.,  en.  Sept.  24,  'H-2,  m.  o.  .Fug. 
4.  60. 

.-Vugust  Degner,  I,  111,  en.  .Fu.g..  ’(’‘2,  ajit.  Sergt.  Sept.  ’62,  w'd. 
at  Franklin,  m.  o.  June,  '(i5. 

.Samuel  DeFrehne,  1,  48  Penn.,  June,  '61,  tlis.  Aug.,  'H5. 

Noble  Dibert,  FI,  67,  en.  Nov.  '(il,  m.  o.  Dec.  (io. 

Micliael  Dibert,  H,  H7,  en.  (bet.,  'HI,  m.  (c  Jan.,  '65. 

Henrv  Ibllsworth,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.  '61,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '('d. 

Joseph  Di.irr,  1,  111,  en.  .Fug.,  '62.  dis.  for  dis.  .March.  '64. 
Wm.  Jbouglas,  C.  72,  en.  Dec.,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

James  Driscoll.  FI,  67,  en.(.)ci.,  'Hl,m.o.  as  Sergeant  Dec.,  'W. 
Jonathan  Duhamel,  D,  111,  en.  .Fug.,  '62,  tr.  5 Regi.  V.  R C., 
'6d,  m.  o.  July.  '(i5. 

.FlfreJ  F'.dwards,  FI,  '67,  cn.  Oct.,  '61,  tr.  \L  R.  C. 

Jacob  Fimch,  I,  111,  en.  .Fug.,  '62,  killed  near  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  Nov.  14,  'Hd. 

F'red  F'mkbeiner,  IS,  111.  Inf.  id  inos.),  later  on  “L'nadilla” 
and  “ Lafayette"  of  Navy. 

Christopher  F'inkbeiner,  F7,  72.  en.  I )ec.  4.  ’61 , dis.  July  25,  'Hg, 
on  Surg’s  ceit.  of  dis.,  having  had  typhoid  fever,  L. 
iird  Cav.,  en.  July  1,’Hil.  dis.  March  16.  '65.  for  wounds 
received  in  action  (bet.  25.  '(i4.  losing  right  foot. 

John  Finkbeiner.  C.  21,  en.  .Fug,,  ’til,  wounded  at  Jonesboro, 
m.  o.  July,  ’()-5. 

Christian  F’ick,  I,  111,  en,  .Fug.,  '(i‘2,  dis.  July.  '(>5. 

John  Idnk,  B.  55,  en.  Dec.,  'Hi,  cap.  F eb.  24,  '65,  ret.  to  Regt., 
m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Lewis  F'ink,  K,  52,  en.  July,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  ’(i5. 

Peter  F'ierstein,  I,  67,  en.  Dec.,  Vd,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

James  F'.  Fleming.  F’,  Id,  I’enn.,  wounded  at  Cross  Kevs,  \’a, 
Terry  O.  F'leming,  H,  67,  en.  Jan.,  '(i4,  killed  .May  lb,  '*i4. 
Charles  Fowler,  .V,  Ibif,  died  in  .Viulersonville,  Sept.  22,  ‘i4, 
having  been  cap.  at  Liinestone  .Sta..  Sept.  S,  ‘Hd. 

D.  F'.  F'rasier,  H,  67,  en.  Nov.,  'HI,  died  at  Washington.  D.  (2. 
January  6>,  '60,  in  hospital. 

James  F rusher.  A,  14,  en.  .Fug.,  'I'd,  m.  o.  July,  '65,  \'et. 
Thomas  F'rusher,  F,  144,  en.  .M,,y,  ’64,  m.  u.  .Fug.,  ’64. 

James  Graham,  1.  .Mich.  Cav, 

Geo.  \\L  Goodman,  L,  d Cav.,  en.  .Vug.,  ’Hd,  m.  0.  .-Vug.,  '65, 
Albert  Griftin,  H,  67,  en.  (bet,  ’61,  killed  at  FT.  Wagner,  S.  C.. 
July  18,  ’Hd. 

Washington  Goodman,  L,  d Cav. 

Markm  Goodman,  F',  144,  en.  May.  ’64,  m.  o.  .Fug.,  ’64. 
Christian  Getz,  vet.  of  .Mex.  war,  also  B,  67,  Dec.,  ’('I,  to 
Ibec.,  65. 

Oliver  Goodman,  1,  111,  en.  .Vug,  ’62,  w’d  June  27,  ’64,  m.  o. 
June,  ’65. 

Thomas  Goodman,  FI,  67.  en.  Nov.,  '61,  dis.  .-Vng.,  ’65.  \ et- 
eran. 

Charles  Gross,  B,  Ibl,  en.  .Fug.,  t>2,  w’d  at  Chickamauga.  tr. 

19  Regt.,  V.  R.  C..  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Fmos  Greiss,  .F,  d Cav.,  en.  .Sept.,  'HI,  m,  o.  as  Sc-rgt.  .Fug..’H.'> 

C.  Guisbuehler,  I,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  ’(id,  m.  o.  June.  '65. 

Gotleib  Guyor,  F',  64,  en.  .May,  ’C'4,  dis.  July.  ’('4. 

John  Gunder,  B.  11 1,  July,  ’62,  m.  o.  with  Co.  June,  ’65. 
Thomas  Hayes,  L,,  d Cav.,  en.  Jan.,  ’64.  m.  o.  .Vug.,  ’(>■’>. 
William  Flayes.  F',  12  F.  .S.  Inf.,  w’d  at  F'redericksbur... 
James  Flaves,  H,  I'd,  en.  Nov..  'HI,  w’d  May  9.  ’('4.  anti  .Vpril 
2,  ’65,  at  I’etersburg,  iiro.  .Sergt.  July,  '64,  ills,  for  tiis. 
July,  ’65.  Veteran. 

Henry  Hahn.  1,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  ’62.  m.  o.  June.  ’65. 

(anuis  Hamilton,  unassignetl  colored  tiaa'ps. 

Simon  Hartsing,  F',  144.  en.  .May,  '6'4.  m.  o.  .Vug.,  ''4. 

.Andrew  H.irtzing,  B.  67,  en.  Now  ’61.  dis.  for  tlis.  Jul.v.  '"J. 
Thonuis  FIarl>t)i  n,  .V.  iHb,  en.  July, ’62,  tr.  to  74  Ci'.,  2 B.it.. 

V.  R.  ills,  for  dis.  .Vpnl.  ’65. 

Christopher  Held,  7 Co.,  Ind.  Sharpshooters,  i-n.  No' . 11.  '’2. 
dietl  I uly  2',  ’(’'5. 

Da'  id  Hatcin.'r,  L,  d Cav..  en.  Sept.,  ’6d,  m.  ic  .Vug.,  ’•'■>. 
lohri  C.  Hemmeini.m,  F,  111,  en.  \la\.  ’<4.  m.  o.  .Vu.;..  ’’4. 
Fred  Hirth,  (.',  21,  en.  .Vpnl,  '61.  tlis.  .Viu.,  '61. 

Willi.m;  Heckler.  F.  I'o.  en.  .Mari'h,  '('4.  m.  t>.  lum',  '»>•>. 
Itiseph  Hillabrand.  L 1 1 1 . en.  .Vug., '62.  tr.  17  Ro  t.,  V . K.  c . 
m.  o.  I line,  '65. 

CL  W.  Hollenbeck,  C,  '25.  en.  .8'‘pt.,  'I'.J,  j.r.i.  Iron' r.o.^s. 
tl'.rough  gr.ides  to  1 Lieut.  ol  V'o.  .V..  m.  o.  Jan., 

D,  K.  Hollenbeck,  “Squirrel  Hunter.  " 
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WOOD  COUjS'TT,  OHIO. 


Vitus  Haas,  I,  HI,  killed  at  Franklin,  Tt-nn.,  Nov.  30,  '64. 
Henry  Holt,  I,  111,  cn.  Ana;.,  '(it?,  ni.  o.  June,  ’tin. 

W.  H.  Hollenbeck,  C,  123,  en.  Se|)t.,  '(i2.  in.  o.  as  Corporal 
June,  ’05. 

Henry  H.  Houston,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  ’(11,  m.  o.  as  Cor.  July,  ’Go. 
H.  iM.  Hoover,  K,  10  Cav  . 

Judson  Huntingdon,  12  Mich.  Infantry. 

fl.  C.  Huntingdon,  served  in  a Pennsylvania  Regt.,  and  in 
C,  21st,  three  months. 

George  \V.  Hufford,  C,  21,  en.  Se[>t.,  ’G2,  tr.  Y.  R.  C.,  April,  'G4. 
C.  C.  Hum,  Sgt.  A,  100,  en.  July,  ’G2.  dis,  Feb.,  ’G4,  to  accept 
corns’ll  in  1st  Regt.  U.  S.  Col.  H.  Art.,  from  which  m.  o. 
March,  ’GG,  as  1st  Lieut. 

J.  G.  Hoffman,  F,  144,  en.  May,  'G4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  'G4. 

George  J.  Hoffman,  F,  144,  en.  May,  ’G4,  m.  o,  Aug.,  ’G4. 
George  Inaman,  Navy,  lost  on  “Sultana.” 

Robert  Ireland,  C,  21,  en.  Aug., ’61,  died  in  Richmond  prison 
March  14,  '64. 

Henry  Ireland,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  dis.  for  dis.  March,  ’63. 
John  W.  Jenning.s,  C,  21,  en.  Feb.,  ’64,  m.  o.  June,  ’Go. 
William  H.  Jennings,  H,  ST,  en.  June,  'til,  cap.  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  par.  pro.  2 Lieut.,  en.  in  G,  43,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

B.  W.  Johnson,  Lt.-Col.  Ill,  now  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  com. 

Lt.-Col.  Aug.,  '62,  resigned  Fell.,  '63,  by  reason  of 
physical  disability. 

Albert  Johnson,  H,  67,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m,  o.  June,  ’65, 

Freeman  Johnson,  F,  144,  en.  Alay,  ’64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’64.  First 
en.  C,  21,  April  25,  ’61  (3  mos.),  m.  o.  with  Co.,  -Aug. 
12,  ’61. 

Oscar  Johnson,  I,  X.  V.  -Art. 

James  Jones,  -A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  ’62,  m.  o.  June,  ’65. 

Will  li.  Jones,  .Major  and  Paymaster. 

Jacob  Keller,  D,  111,  en.  Aug., ’62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

George  F’.  Kemp,  K,  25,  en.  Xov., ’63,  m.  o.  June,  ’66. 

Jacob  Klever,  18  Mich.,  Inf. 

J.  J.  Kenzig,  II,  25,  111.  Inf. 

Christian  Knurr,  G,  37,  en.  Se[)t.,’61,  m.  o.  Sept., '64. 

Jonathan  Knapp,  D,  111,  en.  Aiut.,'62,  m.  o.  June,  ’65. 
William  Knapp,  D,  111,  en.  Aug., ’62,  m.  o.  June,  ’65. 

Aaron  Knull,  F’,  144,  en.  .May, ’64,  m.  o.  .\ug., ’64. 

Ira  Knull,  L,  3 Cav.,  en.  lulv,  ’63,  m.  o.  .Aug., ’65. 

Barney  Kokenge,  .A,  58,  en.  Oct.,  ’61,  as  Bernhard  Kokenge. 
Samuel  M.  La  Farree,  C,  21  i3  mos.),  en.  .April,  ’61,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  ’61. 

Louis  LaFayette,  L,  3 Cav.,  en.  (Dct., '61,  m.  o.  .Aug., ’65. 
Henry  LaFayette.  — , 15,  L'.  S.  Regt. 

John  Lang,  1,  111,  en.  .Aug., ’62,  died  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky., 
Dec.  9,  ’62. 

Joseph  B.  Lindsay,  C,  21,  en.  .April, '61,  m.  o.  Aug., '61,  re-en. 

Aug.,  ’61,  for  three  years,  tr.  to  G,  1 Art. 

Henry  C.  Lindsay,  G,  ISi),  en.  Feb., ’65,  dis.  -Se{)t.,'65. 
William  Lininger,  B,  67,  en.  F'eb., ’64.  m.  o.  Dec., ’65. 

Levi  Lininger,  B,  67,  en.  Xov.,  ’61,  wounded  near  Chester, 
m.  o.  as  Sergt.  Dec.,  '65. 

George  Limmer,  I,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  ’62,  m.  o.  June,  ’65,  as  Corp. 

C.  D.  Lindsay,  H,  67,  en.  Jan., ’62,  jiro.  Q.  M.  S.,  .Sept., ’62. 
George  Loeber.  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  ’62,  m.  o.  as  Corj).  June,  ’65. 
Philip  L.  -Maher,  F , 144,  en.  May,  ’64,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  ’64. 

Dr.  McCray,  11  Indiana  Infantry. 

John  McF'all,  B,  3 Ca\-.,  en.  Sejit.,  ’61,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '65.  \'et. 

Geo.  S.  McKnight,  H,  11  Mich.  Inf..  ser\ed  until  .Sejit.,  ’64. 
Arnold  McMahan,  C,  21,  com.  1st  Lieut,  of  3-mos.’  Regt.,  then 
Capt.  of  3 yrs.  Regt.,  pro.  Major  June  14, '63,  cap.  at 
Chickamauga,  ret.  Al.irch,  ’(i4,  meantime  was  jm). 
Lieut. -Col.,  bre vetted  Colonel  March,  '65,  ni.  o.  July,  ’65. 
F.dward  McMahan,  F'.,  72,  Musician,  Xov., ’61*  to  Sejit., ’65. 
F rank  .McMahon,  C,  21.  en.  .Aug.,  ’61,  m.  o.  by  order  of  War 
I )e])t. 

Peter  .McMahan,  Jr.,  .\,  26,  en.  June,  (il,  dis. July,  '65. 
Michael  McMahan,  C,  128,  en.  .May,  ’62,  m.  o.  as  Sergeant 
June,  ’65. 

Hugh  F.  .Mc.Ailister,  49  Inf.  and  3 H.  Art.,  served  July, ’61,  to 
Xov.,  ’6.5. 

George  W.  .Merry,  C,  123,  en.  May,  '62,  m.  o.  June, ’62. 

Karl  W.  Merry,  C,  21  (3  mos.),  to  .Aug.,  (d,  C,  21  (3  yrs.\ 
from  Aug.,  '61.  to  Jub',  ’65,  pro.  .3ergt.-Maj.  Xow.  ’63, 
wounded  at  Peach  Free  Creek  July  20,  ’64. 


George  Markloff,  G,  189,  en.  Jan.,  ’65,  m.  o.  .Sejit.,  ’65. 

Ichabod  Mead,  C,  168,  en.  ?day,  '(’>4,  m,  o.  .Sept.  '(i4. 

Henry  FL  Mandell,  H,  '67,  and  G,  3 Cav.,  en.  in  Cav.  Dec. 
’63,  m.  0.  -Aug.,  ’65. 

Jacob  -Metzgar,  K,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  ’62,  dis.  June,  '65. 

Conrad  Mahlman,  G,  189,  en.  Jan.,  '65,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '65. 

George  Miller,  FL  1st  Mich.  Cav. 

Fred.  R.  Miller,  21  and  144,  com.  R.  Q.  M.,  .April,  '61,  m.  , . 
-Aug.,  '61,  com.  Lieut. -Col.  144.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

John  Mitson,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

John  W.  Mogle,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  detached  as  Teamster, 
Oct.  25,  '63, 

Daniel  Mogle,  G,  3 Cav.,  en.  Aug.,  '64.  m.  o.  as  Cor]t'l.  -Aug.,  'O'', 

Lewis  Moricick,  F',  144,  en.  May,  '64.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

John  A.  Morlock,  F'.  144,  en.  May,  '(>4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

John  Mullet,  G,  189,  en.  Jan.,  '65,  dis.  Sept.,  '65. 

Guy  C.  Myers,  -A,  100,  en.  '('4,  m.  o.  June,  '(i5. 

John  Xellis,  A,  3 Cav.,  en.  Seiu.,  '('3,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '65. 

Geo.  H.  Xewton,  K,  25,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  June,  '66. 

John  Xeubauer,  I,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Chauncey  .A.  Xorton,  C,  21,  en.  .\.pril,  '61.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  ’61. 

Jesse  S.  Xorton,  — , 21  (3  yrs.i,  coin.  Colonel,  Sept.  19.  '61, 
resigned  Dec.  20,  '62;  also  Col.  of  21.  3-mos.’ service; 
woun’d  and  cap.  at  battle  of  Scarytown,  \'a.,  July  17. 
’61;  m.  o.  v.'ith  Reg.  -Aug.  12,  '61;  died  at  Toledo,  D'6 

C.  W.  Xorti.m,  I’jo.  Marshal. 

Edward  (I'Connor,  H,  67,  en.  July,  ’62,  served  as  Musician, 
served  to  Dec.,  ’65. 

John  Otterbacher,  B,  55,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  wounded,  arm  ampu- 
tated, dis.  -Aug..  '64. 

Samuel  Pence,  B,  '61,  en.  .March,  '62,  dis.  March,  '65. 

FIzra  Perry,  -A,  14,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  dis.  March  '62. 

■Wilkinson  D.  Perrin,  C,  21  { 3 mo.s. ),  en.  .\pril,  '61,  m.  o.  .April. 
'61.  aud  1st  Light  .Art.,  killed  in  battle  at  Cold  Harbor, 
in  '64, 

William  C.  Perrin,  C,  21  (3  mos.),  en.  .-\pnl,  '61,  m,  o. 
-April,  '61. 

Henry  Pierce,  .A,  K)0,  July,  '62,  cap.  at  Limestone  Sta.,  died 
in  .-\ndersonville,  July  18,  '(>4. 

Guy  1).  Pierce,  L,  3 Cav.,  en.  Sep<t.,  '61,  m.  o.  Oct..  '64, 

James  H.  Pierce,  served  with  “Squirrel  Hunters.' 

J.  F.  I'rice,  Major  and  Paymaster. 

Charles  .A.  Phelps,  B,  14,  en.  (Jet.,  '62,  dis.  July,  '65. 

Henry  Purvis,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '(.>2,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Jarret  Puse,  FL  72,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  dis.  Dec.  '64. 

Charles  Pocklington,  18  .Mich.  Inf. 

Henrv  .M.  Powers,  C,21  (3  mos.),  eii.  .April,  'til . m.  o. -Aug., '61 . 

Louis  Raab,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Levi  Retsnider,  L,  3 Cav.,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  cap.  (Jet.  4,  '('2,  par., 
m.  o.  Oct.,  '64. 

John  H.  Reid,  D,  86,  Com.  Capt.  July,  '63,  m.  o.  F'eb.,  '64. 
Quartermaster  144th  O.  \'.  I. 

L T.  Reither,  .A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Philif)  Reither,  1,  111,  en.  .-\ug..  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '(<5. 

Charles  Roe,  B,  123,  en.  .-\ug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '6>5. 

Worthington  Robbins,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '(>1,  cap.  at  lbci> 
Bottom,  \’a.,  p.ir.,  m.  o.  .March,  '65. 

Henry  Root,  gunboat  “ Kingston,”  L’.  .S.  X. 

Conrad  Ross,  .A,  lOO,  en.  .-\ug.,  '62,  ca[).  at  Limestone  St.i.. 
died  F'eb.  15,  '64,  while  being  transferred  to  .Anvier- 
son  vi  lie. 

Levi  Roth,  111th  Penn.  Infantry. 

John  -Sangmeister,  1st  .Maryland  Ringgold  Cavalry. 

F rank  Sanqison,  served  from  Jan.  to  Sept..  '65. 

Franklin  J,  Sauter,  B,  55,  com.  Capt.  .April. '''..i,  h.r.  ing  pas-  ' 
grades  from  Sept,,  '(il,  killed  May  2,  '63. 

Fred -Schwind,  1,  1 1 1,  en.  .Aug..  '62,  w'd  at  Caiiq'bell's  M.i 
m.  o.  .Mav.  '65. 

Jaci'bSholl.  FL  P24,  en.  May,  '63>,  dis.  July, ’6.5. 

Gottlieb  Scholl,  F',  37,  en.  Oct..  '61,  I’.i.  o.  .\ug..'(i5. 

Fred  .bchaiier.  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62.  m.  o.  as  Sergt,  June.  “ ' 

George  Schaller,  F',  .37,  en.  t)ct..  (i2.  w'd  ne.ir  \ icksburu.  6 - 
for  dis.  -Aug.,  '('3. 

■Siegmunil  .Schaller,  F,  1 H,  en.  Mav,  (if  m.  o.  .\ug.,  '61. 

Lewis  Schaller,  F . 1 14.  en.  M i v,  '6>4 , m.  o.  .\ug.,  61. 

-A.  J.  Schaumlotfel,  1,(>7,  en.  Dec., '61,  tr.  to  7 X.  V.  Ind.  P'-''.  • 
Aug.  18, '62. 
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\V.  r.  Scott,  A,  'Lh,  com.  Capt.  Feb.,  'H-l,  v/'tl  .April  9,  ’Go,  m.  o. 
June,  'titi. 

George  R.  Scott,  F,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  'G-,  dis.  June,  ’G.5. 

A.  L.  Scott,  F,  141,  en.  May,  'G4.  m.  o.  Aug.,  't;4. 

lohn  A. -Shannon,  A,  lOd,  com.  Cajit.,  July.  >'i2,  pro.  Major, 
May,  'Go,  pro.  Lieut.  Col.  I.  N.  S.  Col.  H.  .A.  Jan.,  'Go. 

W'illiam  Shannon,  H,  G7,  en.  Nov.,  'Gl,  tr.  1 IRum.  L.  .Art. 

Michael  Sheehy,  C,  ‘_’l,  en.  -April, 'Gl.  m.  o.  -Aug.,  T>1. 

Albert  J.  Seely,  II,  G7,  en.  Dec.,  Gl,  died  at  Richmond,  Va., 
Aug.  9,  ’Go. 

I’atrick  Sheridan,  40,  Iowa  Inf. 

.A.  F.  Sheii[)an.l,  H,  4,  Mich.Cav.,  was  killed  in  railroad  ac- 
cident at  Toledo,  '8S. 

\V.  'F.  Sheplar,  .A,  lOO,  en.  July,  'Gr2,  dis.  for  dis.  Xo\-..  ’G2. 

Thomas  F.  Shaw,  .A,  100,  en.  July,  ’G2,  [iro.  Lieut.  I.  N.  S. 
Col.  H.  Art.,  Xov.  4,  'G4,  resigned  Xov.,  'G.7. 

John  Swartit,  John  F.  Snyder,  John  .Spiers  and  H.  D.  Stouffer, 
en.  G,  189,  in  Feb.,  'GO,  were  m.  o.  Sept., 'Go. 

Joseph  Shertzer,  -A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  'G‘2,  Wagoner,  dis.  for  dis. 
Xov.  27,  'G2. 

Thonia.s  Shanor,  I,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  died  May  29,  '68,  at 
Ihjwling  Green. 

W’esley  Shanor,  C,  21,  en.  .April,  'Gl,  died  Aug.,  'Gl. 

.-Vdani  Shanor,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  'G>2,  dis.  for  dis.  Sept.,  'G8. 

Russell  M.  .Shanor,  I,  HI,  en.  .-Vug.,  'G2,  dis.  h;r  dis.  Jan.,  '63. 

C.  Seiling,  I,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  'G2,  dis.  for  dis.  (Oct.,  'G3. 

Dunham  Simmons,  A,  lOil,  en.  July,  'G2,  m.  o.  June,  'Go. 

Robert  Sisson,  K,  25,  en.  Feb,,  'G4,  dis.  June,  'Go. 

John  Skahan,  F,  loO,  en.  Aug.,  'G2,  tr.  V.  R.  C.,Jan.,  'G5. 

John  Slawson,  H,  67,  Musician,  dis.  for  dis.  June,  'G2,  died  at 
Haskins,  1875. 

James  Slawson,  com.  Lieut.  12  Mich.  Inf.,  was  accidentally 
killed  by  one  of  his  Contpany,  (Act.,  'Gl. 

I’atrick  S.  Slevin,  — , 100,  Lieut.  Col.  Aug.,  'G2,  pro.  Col.  May, 
’63,  wounded  at  I’toy  Cr.,  dis.  for  dis.  Xov.,  '64,  died 
at  Toledo,  1895. 

Everett  E.  Smith,  P',  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Gus.  P'.  Smith,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  pro.  -Sergt.  Major,  July, '63, 
pro.  2nd  Lieut.  P'.,  .April,  '64,  1st  Lieut.  March,  '65,  m. 
o.  May,  '65. 

Conrad  Smith,  .A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  cap.  at  Limestirne  Sta., 
died  in  Andersonville,  .May,  18,  '64. 

Fred.  Snyder,  P',  144,  en.  May.  ’(i-t,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 

Leonard  Snvder,  P',  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  died  June  14,  '74,  at 
Anna[iolis  Junction,  Md. 

Casper  Snyder,  C,49,  en.  -Vug.,  '61,  m.  o,  as  -Sergt.,  Xov.,  '65. 

John  B.  Spafford,  H,  67,  C(un.  (lapt.  Oct.,  'Gl,  resig'd  Feb.,  '63. 

.Ara  C.  Spafford,  C,  21.  en.  Sept., '61,  com.  2d  Lieut.  Oct.,  '62, 
cap.  at  Chickamauga,  died  a prisoner  of  war  at  Colum- 
bia, S.  C.,  Oct.  14,  '64. 

Henry  Speck,  I,  111,  en.  Aug., '62,  killed  at  Franklin,  Xov. 
30,  '64. 

Alex.  R.  Stew-irt,  B,  55.  en.  Oct., 'Gl,  dis.  Jan., '63. 

Edward  Stevens,  D,  111,  on.  .Aug.,  '62,  killed  Xov.  30,  '64, 
near  S[)ring  Hill,  Tenn. 

Charles  Stevens,  I,  145,  en.  .May, '64,  m.  o.  Sept., '64. 

.Martin  Stevens,  B,  1 1 1 , en.  .Aug., '62,  cap.  near  Lenoir,  par. 
Dec.,  '63,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Derrick  Stone,  -A,  lOO,  en.  July,  '(>2,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Plphraim  Strickland,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.  14, '62,  wounded  at 
P'ranklin,  dieil  Dec.  21,  ’(>4. 

Xathan  -Strickland,  .A,  14,  Inf.,  first  in  C,  21  (3  nms.l,  en.  in  | 
A,  14,  Aug.  8,  Td,  dis.  July,  '65. 

Sylvester  Stump,  C,  21 , and  I.,  3 Cav.,  killed  by  a falling  tree 
March  24,  '65,  in  .Alab.im.i. 

George  Sweet,  G,  3 Cav.,  en.  Jan., '64,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Samuel  Swigart,  A,  20th  Indiana  Infantry. 

Baldwin  -Swigart,  I,  111,  Musician  from  .Aug., '62.  to  Jan., '63, 
when  he  was  discharged  for  disability. 

George  Shep[)ard,  C,  21,  up  to  .Vug., '61,  and  lOO  X.  A’..  Sept., 
'61,  for  three  years. 

P..  I’efft,  “.b(|uirr<4  Hunter." 

Xathan  Teffl,  (_',  21  i-l  nms.h  en.  .April, 'lil , ni.  o.  .Vug.,  '61, 
and  in  C,  128,  from  .May,  '62.  until  June,  '65. 

Farmer  [..  Tefft,  '•S(|inrrel  Hunter." 

Lewis  Teideman,  .A,  100,  en.  July,  '(>2,  jiro.  2d  Liiuit.  E,  1, 
Tenn.  Cav.,  Xov.  4,  '63. 


Simon  Tiiomas  tcoloi’ed),  unassigned  troops. 

James  I'immons,  1,  5 Inf.,  com.  Lieut.,  cap.  at  the  battle  of 
Port  Re;)ublic,  June,  '62,  escaped  from  Salisbury 
prison. 

Oliver  Thonipson,  P',  144,  en.  May,  ’''i4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

John  Thompson,  P',  111,  Tenn.  Inf.,  en.  Xov.,  '61.  dis.  Julv,  '(i5. 
Ch-'irles  A.  Thomfison,  17  Mich.,  Lieut.,  cap.  June,  '62,  two 
years  in  Libby  prison. 

P'.  H.  Thompson,  C,  21,  served  three  months,  m.  o.  as  Corp. 
J.  J.  Thornton,  C,  21,  and  E,  72,  en.  in  21,  -April,  'Gl,  nt.  o. 
-April,  'til. 

Israel  Tiiornton,  P',  144,  did  not  leave  the  State. 

Reed  Thorton,  C,  21  (3  years),  en.  Aug.,  '62,  dis.  for  dis. 
Feb..  'G.'L 

David  L.  Tremaine,  L,  3 Cav.,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  cap.  at  Bards- 
town,  par.,  m.  o.  Oct.  3,  ’<>4. 

Fred  Trenchell,  B,  55,  en.  (,)ct.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  Feb.,  '63. 
Basie  Trombla,  PA  100,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  as  1st  Sergt. 
May.  '65. 

Henry-Trumpey,  E,  1 L.  .Art. 

Philemon  Turner,  G.  30,  en.  June.  '6)1,  dis.  .-Vug.,  '65. 

P'rank  S.  Tyler,  P',  144,  en.  .Vfay,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

D.  .A.  Mass,  C,  21  (3  months),  en.  .April,  'Gl,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  'Gl. 
Thomas  Veitch,  47,  X.  V. 

James  W.  WAillace,  L.  3 Cav.,  en.  Sept.,  '61.  m.  o.  .-Vug.,  'G5. 
Philip  B.  Wallace,  -A,  100,  en.  July,  '62,  cap.  at  Limestone 
Sta.,  ret.  June,  '64,  m.  o.  June,  'ti5. 

John  Wallace,  D,  86,  en.  June,  '63,  dis.  Feb.,  '64. 

Richard  Wallace.  -A,  182,  en.  -Vug..  '64,  m.  o.  July.  '65. 
William  Walters,  I,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  tr.  8 Regt.  V.  R.  C. 
Jan.,  '65,  m.  o.  July,  ‘65. 

Thomas  Walters,  E,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  com.  2ik1  Lieut,  from 
1 Sergt.,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Christian  Walter,  (3,  37,  en.  Sejtt.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64. 
Thomas  Warren,  Pi,  7,  en.  June,  '61.  m.  o.  July,  't>4. 

Thomas  L.  Webb,  C,  21,  en.  -Aug.,  '64,  dis.  for  dis.  Dec.,  '63. 
D.  H.  Waters,  D,  182,  en.  Sept.,  ‘64,  dis.  July,  '65. 

James  K.  WePib,  G,  3 Cav.,  en.  Jan.,  '64,  in.  o.  -Vug.,  '65. 

T.  C.  Webb.  Ind.  Inf.,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  dis.  -Aug.,  '65,  lost  left 
arm  at  Pea  Ridge. 

William  W.  Webb,  H,  67,  en.  OcL.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  .Aug.  '65. 
Clayton  Webb,  3 Cav. 

Thomas  J.  Webb,  -,  21. 

Michael  Weaver,  L.  .Art.,  en.  -April,  '63,  dis.  May,  '65. 

John  L.  Wetheriil,  .A,  100,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  absent,  sick  at  Dan- 
ville, -Vug.  17,  '63. 

Charles  .A.  Westcott,  L,  3 Cav.,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '65. 
Xicholas  Widertz,  B,  9,  en.  May,  '61.  m.  o.  June,  '64. 

John  Wells,  E,  111,  -Aug.,  '62,  to  June  '65. 

John  E.  Wilkinson,  C,  21  (3  mos.),  en.  .-Vpril,  'Gl.  m.  o.  -Vug.,  '61. 
W.  D.  Wilkinson,  P',  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Jesse  Williams,  P',  144,  en.  M.iy,  '64.  m.  o.  -Vug.,  '64. 

Lewis  E.  Wilson,  P',  144,  en.  .Vlay,  '64.  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 
Michael  Witzler,  G,  37,  en.  -6e|it.  12.  '61,  cap.  in  battle  .Vt- 
lanta,  Ga.,  died  Jan.  26,  '65,  in  Rebel  prison  at  P'ior- 
ence,  -S.  C. 

William  Witzler,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  dis.  fune,  '65. 

Peter  Witzler,  I,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '(>5,  as  Corp. 
John  Wiltsie,  H,  1 L.  .Vrt.,  en.  .Aug..  '62.  dis.  June,  '65. 

Isaac  T.  Whitson,  C,  3 Cav.,  en.  P'eb.,  '64.  m.  o.  .Vug.,  65. 
Henry  Wygant,  H.  67,  en.  Xov.,  '61.  tr.  tv)  V’.  R.  C.  -Vug.,  '('3. 
Henrv  Wolf,  1,  111,  en.  -Vug..  '62,  m.  o.  Jun<‘,  '65. 

Hezekiah  Wolf. 

John  Wolford,  B,  55,  killed  at  Bull  Run.  .Vug.  3(.),  '62,  ageil 
14  yrs. 

P'red  Wolford,  B.  55,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  tr.  to  2.  Batt.  V.  R.  C. 
Charles  Yates  (colored),  unassigned. 

John  Yeager,  1,  111,  com.  Capt.,  .Vug.  14.  '62,  dis.  P'eb.  7,  '(<4. 
P'reil.  Yeager,  P',  1 11,  en.  May.  '('<4,  m,  o.  .Aug..  '64,  as  .Musi- 
cian; P'.,  181,  en.  ('ct..  'G.4.  vipp'td  Corp'l,  ('let.,  'G4. 
Serg't,  Dec.,  '*'4,  m.  o.  with  Co.,  Julv,  '65, 

John  H.  Younck,  .V,  Inn,  , n.  JuK . '62,  m.  o.  JuK . '''5, 

I Charles  /.mger,  1.  Ill,  en.  .Aug..  '62,  m.  o,  June,  '65, 
j Christian  /.anger,  en.  in  some  Keg't.  Sept.,  '61,  dis.  ."^ept., 'G>4. 

Amoiijj  the  residents  of  tin;  town.ship  who  hud. 
served  in  previous  wars  were:  \’alontine  Link. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


H.  P.  Averill,  Edward  Alfred  Ratcliff, 

Peter  McMahon,  Sr.,  2nd  U.  S Infantry,  and 
Dennis  McConnell,  of  the  Mexican  war;  Josejfh 
Chappel,  Joseph  Badger,  Thomas  pjeaver,  M. 
Plall,  T.  R.  McKnight,  John  Moore,  Orlin  Ran- 
dall, ynd  Win.  Soles,  of  the  War  of  1S12;  John 
Hall,  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 


PLAIN  TOWNSHIP. 

The  following  roster  of  Plain  township  was 
compiled  by  Prof.  J.  N.  Baker,  being  the  only 
one  of  the  rosters,  furnished  by  township  military 
committees,  arranged  alphabetically  with  com- 
plete record,  and  one  of  the  two  complete  records 
furnished  to  the  writer.  Like  other  rosters,  it 
was  submitted  to  Mr.  C.  \\\  Evers,  and  resub- 
mitted by  him  to  veterans  of  Plain. 

John  F>.  -\vLTy,  H,  KT,  en.  Jan.  1,  ISfU,  m.n.  Dec.  7,  '(>5. 
Joseph  .\lcurn.  A,  10*1,  en.  July,  ’tV2,  apjc  1 .Sergt.,  Aug.  24, 
't;2,  [iro.  to  2 Lieut.  .March.  'ti3,  to  1 Lieut.  July,  '64, 
rn.  o.  June  20,  '65. 

Joshua  O.  .4 very,  K,  It'S,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  in.  o.  June,  '65,  at 
Columbus,  rUiio. 

George  Avery,  K,  185,  en.  Jan.  '65,  in.  o.  Sept.  26,  '65. 

Ervin  K.  Avery,  C,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.  oL  '64. 
William  .Allen,  I I,  21,  en.  Se[>t.,  '61,  died  in  cani’p  at  Green 
Ridge,  Ky. 

William  W.  .Alcijrn,  .A,  lOU,  en.  .Au,g.  17,  ’61,  dis.  Sept.,  ’64,  at 
.Atlanta,  (7a. 

Reason  Bates,  C,  21,  en.  -Aug.,  ’61,  Sergt.,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Jerry  Bennington,  C,21,  en.  Aug.,  '61. 

Andrew  Bosdorf,  F,  86,  en.  June.  '66,  m.  o.  Fet).,  '64. 

Dennis  Bently,  C,  21,  en.  July,  '62,  caj).  .Sept.,  '6.'!,  in  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  ilied  Xm-.  10,  '64,  in  Libby  prison. 
David  Brown,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  died  at  X’cwport  News, 
Aug.  20,  '62. 

Merritt  Brown,  died  before  reaching  regiment. 

John  R.  Bullis,  H,  21,  en.  .Sejit.,  '6d,  dis.  .March,  '62,  and  C, 
144,  Mav,  '64,  rn.  o.  Sept.,  '64. 

Amos  Brown,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  Td,  dis.  for  dis.  July,  '62. 
Sydney  Briggs,  H,  6>7,  en.  Xov.  1,  Td. 

James  F.  Briggs,  H,  67,  en.  Nov.  1,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  Jan. 
If),  'f;2. ' 

Nathaniel  S.  Badger,  C,  7,  en.  June,  '61,  wounded  at  Cedar 
Mountain,  \'a.,  .Aug.  '.),  '6>2,  m.  o.  July,  '64. 

Jas[)or  W.  Brewster,  .A,  4h,  en.  .\ug.,  '61,  1st  Sergt.,  dis.  for 
dis.  July  22,  '62. 

Martin  Butler,  .A,  4'.),  en.  .Vug..  '61,  wounded  at  .Stone  River, 
Tenn.,  Dec.,  '62,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64. 

Raul  J.  Brown,  D,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  app.  Sergt.,  dis.  for  dis. 
.May  20,  ''id. 

Bangor  B.  Brown,  1),  111,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  a[>p.  Cor.,  dis.  for 
dis.  June  26,  '64. 

Christo[iher  Burkhart,  D,  111,  en.  .Vug.  14,  Ti2,  m.  o.  June,  Ti5, 
Georgi.’  M.  Brown,  C,  144,  Corp.  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  with  Co. 

.Aug.,  '64,  K,  ISO,  en,  Jan.,  '*>5,  .Sergt.,  m.  o.  .Sept.,  '65. 
Geo.  W.  Bi'ttiis,  L,  drd  Bat.  b''th,  L.  S.  I.,  en. 

George  Bradley,  t.',  144.  en.  .May,  '64,  Cor.,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '64. 
Cyrus  L.  Brown,  (,',  144,  en.  .M.iv.  '64,  Cor.,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '64. 
.Maniuis  D.  L.  Buell.  M.ijor,  1 14,  I'li.  May,  '64,  to  .Vug..  '64. 
.Vlx-l  Comstock,  C,  21 . en.  .Vug.,  '61,  app.  Cor.  Jan.  1.  ')i4, 
m.n.  .Vprd  S,  '65,  ,it  Columbus,  ( )hio.  vetir. in,  w.is  a 
prisoner  from  Dec., '61,  to  .Vlarch,  '65,  w. is  cap.  near 
•Savannah,  Ga.,  taken  to  .Vugiista,  thence  to  Florence, 
S.  C.,  and  to  Goldsboro,  N. 


Philip  H.  Condit,  C,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  died  March  26,  '64.  at 
Tvner's  .Station. 

Aaron  H.  C>>en,  C,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  re-en.  as  veteran. 

William  Chapman,  C,  21.  en.  .Vug.,  't'd,  waaunvled  at  Citatta- 
nooga,  died  .Sejit.,  '64. 

John  M.  Carr,  H,  6.7,  en.  Dec.,  'O;!,  ap[).  Cur.,  .Aug.  6.  '65, 
m.  o.  Dec.  7,  '65. 

Cassius  .M.  Camiibell,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.  21,  '61,  died  at  Folly 
Island,  .Ajiril  28,  '6.'1. 

Benjamin  F.  Campbell,  H,  67,  en.  June,  '64,  m.  (\  Dec.,  '65. 

.Addison  Campbell,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  killeil  .May,  '64,  near 
Chester  Station. 

William  Campbell.  M,  )f7,  en.  (Act.,  '61.  dis.  for  dis.  July,  '62. 

James  M.  Caliin,  H,  67,  en.  Se[)t,,  '62,  wounded  July  IS,  '66, 
at  Ft.  Wagner,  S.  C.,  again  May  it.  '64,  near  Chester 
Sta.,  Va.,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Henry  Challen,  .A,  4'.),  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64. 

Warren  L.  Chadwick,  .A,  ItM.),  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  tr.  to  V.  R.  C., 
.March,  '65,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Edmund  Constable,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  Sergt.,  dis.  for  dis. 
t-)ct.,  '6d.,  at  Louis\  ille,  Ky. 

Thomas  S.  Clark,  F,  86,  en,  June,  '66,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '64. 

.Alonzo  L.  Con'iit,  K,  185,  en.  Jan.,  '65,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Thomas  M.  Carr,  B,  (i.  en.  June,  '61,  app.  Cor.  Dec.  8,  '61I, 
•Sergt.  Feb.  2P,  '66,  m,  o.  June,  '64. 

Luke  Carr,  H,  1st  O.  L.  .A.  Bat.,  en.  <Act.,  '61,  a['p.  Cor.,  pro. 
to  Sergt.,  Jan.,  '66,  tlis.  fur  rlis.  June  6.  T'5,  on  Surg's. 
cert,  of  dis..  Veteran. 

John  H.  Caliin,  21.  Ind.  Bat.  O.  L.  .A.,  Sergt.,  en.  L)ec.,  '62. 
m.  o.  .May,  ').''5. 

George  W.  Caliin,  21,  Ind.  O.  L.  .A.,  en.  Dec..  '62,  m.  u.  -Aug., 
'65,  at  Detroit. 

Ebenezer  Coen,  B,  144,  en.  .Mav,  '64,  killed  at  Monocacv, 
Md.,  July  it,  '6.4, 

Dat  id  Cargo,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '64. 

Levi  Chapman,  C.  144,  en.  May,  '64. 

George  .V.  Chadwick,  C.  144.  en.  M.iy.  '6>4,  m.  o.  .Aug.. '64. 

Frederick  Chandler,  C.  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug., '64. 

David  Defrance,  C,  21.  en.  .Aug.,  '(>2,  wounded  at  Stone  River, 
Dec.,  '62,  died  Jan.,  '66. 

Thomas  Denton,  C.  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '61. 

John  I.  Dalahan,  C.  21,  en.  Sept., '64,  pro.  to  Hospital  Stew- 
ard, ( )ct.,  '64. 

Eli  Dotts,  K.  Ill,  en.  .Vug., '62,  died  at  B<'wling  Green.  Kv., 
April  21, 

(Asborn  L.  Dotts,  K,  165,  en.  Jan., '65,  m.  o.  .Sept., '<'5. 

Merritt  Dunbar.  K,  185,  en.  Jan., '((5,  Sergt.,  m.  o.  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky..  Mav  24.  '*'5. 

James  Ev.ins,  C,  21,  en.  .-Vug.,  '6d. 

Freeman  Ellsworth,  H.  21,  en.  .-Vug., '62,  died  at  Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn.,  Feb.,  '66. 

(Arland.o  W.  Evers,  H.  6.7,  en.  Jan., '*>4,  died  at  Washingtim, 
D.  C.,  ,-V[)ril,  '64. 

John  J.  E\ers,  C,  7,  (.m.  lune  2)), ajiptd.  Corp.  Nov.,'f>l. 
killed  .Aug., '62,  at  Cedar  .Moun.ain. 

Charles  W.  Evers,  H,  2.  Kv.  Inf.,  en.  June.  '61.  wounded  and 
cap.  at  Chickamauga,  .Se[H..  '66.  par.  Now. '66,  .i.t  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  m.  o.  June,  '64. 

Oramil  Forbes,  C,  21.  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  woumled  May  27,  ')>4,  iiea:' 
X'ew  Hope,  Ga..  apjml.  Corp.  M.ir., '65,  .Sergt.  .Vpr:  . 
'65,  m.  o.  Jiilv.  '65. 

Medwin  Forbes,  C.  144.  en.  ?vIa\-,'64,  m.  n.  .Aug., ')'4. 

John  W.  1-  lack,  C,  21.  en.  .Vug.. 'til,  dis.  lor  dis.  July  ''>2. 

J. lines  Fishburn,  C.  21.  en.  .Aug., '62,  m.  o.  June  5.  '6.7,  .1; 
W ashington,  D.  C. 

.Austin  Fowler.  11,  i>7.  en. ' >ct.  IS.  'til,  dis.  foi  di^.  t 'i  t.,  ''i2. 

Ira  J.  Fenn,  HI.  en.  .Viig..'ii2.  m.  o.  June. 'ti5. 

Simillis  Fouler,  D.  111.  en.  .Vug.  12, '6i2.  dis.  for  dis.  Now,  ti2 

Clinton  Fay,  ('.  14  1,  en.  .M.n,  lif,  m.  o.  .Vug..  'ti4, 

('leorge  Funk,  B,  141.  en.  M.i\ , til,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  ti4. 

William  ( 'riMv  11.  21 , en.  Sept..  '>i| . dis.  for  dis.  t )ct..  tl2.  ,iis.' 
in  B,  141. 

(•'harle>  ( i.ino,  K.  21 . eii.  .Vug.  21.  til . m.  o.  .Sent..  ii4. 

Thoin.is  Goodman,  II,  ti7,  en.  Now. 't>l.  ('or.,  dis.  .Vug.. '65. 

I r.i  D.  Green,  , Itiii,  en.  July,  (i6>,  tr.  to  V . R.  C. 

J.ihn  R.Grien.  f.,  ti7,  en.  Dec.,  til,  dis.  Jul\ , 'Ii2.  at  W.isliir-g- 
ton.  D.  C. 
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James  Gossett.  D,  81>,  en.  July,  '(i;),  ni.  o.  Feb.,  '(i4. 

Richard  W.Gorrill,  served  in  X'olunteers,  .and  in  U.  S.  Xa\-y. 

Jolm  Gregory,  C,  fw,  en.  Feb.  Id,  ’(34.  tr.  to  Co.  A,  March,  'd4, 
died  .April  17,  'i;.'). 

James  Harris,  IJ,  111,  en.  Aug.,  'ti'2,  died  April  30,  '03.  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Robert  .M.  Hamjiton,  C, ‘il,  en.  Feb.,  ’04,  v.'ounded  Se])t.  1, 
'64,  at  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  died  Sept.'Ji),  '64,  at  .Atlanta,  Ga. 

Seneca  Hodge,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  killed  at  Stone  River, 
Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  '62. 

George  \V.  Holt,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug., '62,  died  at  Nashville,  Teiin., 
Jan.,  '6.3. 

Richartl  A.  Housley,  D,  86,  en.  June,  '63,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '64,  and 
A,  182,  Oct.,  '64,  Corp'l,  m.  o.  July,  'i.i-O. 

Henrv  Hosford,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'til,  dis,  for  dis.,  Oct.,  '62. 

James  Hughes,  E,  '67,  en.  Jan.,  '64,  apj/td  CorjFl,  Oct.,  '6.7, 
rn.  o.  Dec.,  '67. 

Frederick  Hartman,  H,  6>7,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  wounded  at  Fort 
Wagner,  July,  '63,  again  at  Chester  Sta.,  \'a.,  app'td 
Cor[/l,  July,  '64,  m.  o.  Dec.,  '67. 

David  Hartman,  H,  67,  en.  March,  '64,  dis.  for  dis.,  Aug.,  '67. 

M'illiam  F.  Huff,  H,  67,  en.  Nov.,  Td,  died  at  .Martins'burg, 
\'a„  '62. 

William  Haney,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.,  Feb.,  '63,  at 
Fortress  Monroe. 

Conrad  Heiser,  D,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  m,  o.  June,  '67. 

George  W.  Flunter,  D,  HI,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  died  Dec.  12,  '63,  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Nathan  Hunter,  I),  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  tr.  Co.  I,  17  Reg't, 
\’.  R.  C.,  Nov.,  '63.  dis.  for  dis.  as  Corp'l,  April,  '6,7, 

Hiram  A.  Hunter,  B,  111,  en.  .Aug..  '62,  a])p'td  Corp'l,  Se]3t., 
'62,  Serg't,  Dec.,  '62,  cap.  Nov.,  '63,  par.  Nov.  27,  '64, 
m.  o.  June  27,  '6i7. 

Milo  C.  Hunter,  D,  86,  en.  June,  '63,  m.  o.  Feb..  '64. 

William  Huff,  K,  111,  en.  Aug.  14,  'ti2,  tr.  \'.  R.  C.,  Jan.  17, 
'67,  111.  o.  June  26,  '67. 

Cornelius  Humes,  A,  14,  en.  .Aug.,  ’61.  lii.s.  for  dis..  May,  '63. 

Ira  Hull,  A,  14,  en.  Aug.,  '6d,  dis.  for  dis.,  Dec..  '62. 

George  W.  Hovvtr,  K,  187,  eu.  Jan,.  '67,  m.  o.  Sept.,  'ti7. 

Jacob  H.  Hower,  K,  187,  en.  Jan.,  '67,  m.  o.  Seiit.,  '67. 

Dax'irl  F.  Hixon,  C,  144,  en.  Ma\',  '64,  m.  o.  Aug..  '64. 

John  A.  Haight,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Robert  Ireland,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61.  prisoner  at  Richmond, 
\’a.,  died  March  14,  '6i4. 

Wesley  Jones,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '6i2,  dis.  for  dis.,  .April,  '63. 

Horace  Jones,  C,  21,  en.  -\ug.,  '6>1. 

Reuben  A.  June,  A,  14,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  '<'7. 

Ithamar  Jiulson,  K,  187,  en.  Jan.,  '67,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '67. 

J.  R.  Judson.  C,  13,  May  261,  '61,  tr.  to  D,  11,  June,  '61.  dis. 
July,  '6il,  for  disability. 

Franklin  Johnson,  K,  187,  en.  Jan.,  '67,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '67. 

George  F.  Kidd,  K,  6>7,  en.  Aug,,  '62,  dis.  for  (lis.  at  Hilton 
Head,  S.  C.,  May,  '6i3. 

Jeremiah  Kitchen,  C,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  as  Cajitain,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

Hiram  Lamb,  H,67,  eti.  March,  '64,  m.  o.  Dec., '67. 

liinothy  Lawler,  I),  1 1 1 , en.  .Aug. '62,  dis.  for  wounds  received 
at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  No\’.,  '6'4. 

S.unuel  J.  Lamb,  K,  187.  en.  Feb.,  '6)7,  as  1st  Lieut.,  m.  o. 
Sept.,  '67. 

( harh-s  Lewis,  K,  36.  en.  Jan.,  '67,  m.  o.  July.  '67. 

Charles  W.  l.amb,  K,  187.  en.  Jan.,  '67.  .7Iusician.  m.  o. 
Sept.,  '67. 

Daniel  W.  Lowell,  C,  141,  en.  May, '64,  .Sergt.,  m.  o.  .Aug.  '64. 

John  H.  I.eGalley.C,  144,  en.  .May,  '6i4,  m.  o.  Aug..  '64. 
illiam  T.  Le(7alley,  C,  144.  en.  .May,  '64.  m.  o.  .Vug..  '64. 

C.  C.  Layman,  B,  26,  pro.  Cor.,  pro.  Sergt.,  en.  as  \eteran 
Jan.,  '6)4,  m.  o.  July,  '67, 

Hinry  Muncil,  C,21,  en..Aug.,  '62,  wounded  at  Chattahoochee 
River,  Ga.,  July  '6)4,  dis.  at  Columbus,  t >hio,  J.m.. '6)7. 

* blando  .Mc.M  illin,  C,  21,  eu.  .Vug..  '61,  tr.  B.  4ili  C.  .b.  Ca\'. 

John  McCrory,  H,  21,  cm  Scj.t.,  '61,  tr.  to  V.  R.  C.  .beiit..  '(>3, 
by  order  War  1 ))'pr. 

I.icob  I ).  Minton,  ! 1,  67,  )'U.  N))\., '6)1,  .ipptd.  6'or..  woumled 
at  Ft.  Wagner,  S.  C.,  Jul\-  bl,  '6):1.  and  ilied  Vug.  11,  '6)3. 

Ikivul  .M.iginnis,  H,  6)7,  < n.  i h :..  '62,  dis.  for  ilis.  Nm.,  '6;!.  at 
tOliy  Island,  S.  C. 


’ David  Maginnis,  H,  67,  en.  March,  '64. 

I William  VieVetta,  H,  67,  en.  Dec.,  '63.  m.  o.  at  McKirns 
! Flos.,  Baltimore,  Mil. 

j Shubal  Martiridale,  H,  67,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  ni.  o.  Dec.,  '67, 
i John  .Mocire,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '64,  m.  o.  Oct.,  '6)7,  at  Richmorai, 

I Virginia. 

i Samuel  Vlorehead,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  tr.  to  7th  N.  V.  Light 
Artillery. 

Perry  .McMiliin,  A,  luO,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  tr.  VL  R.  C.  .Vpril,  '67, 
m.  o.  July,  '()7. 

Amlrew  J.  Alunn,  A,  lUO,  en.  June  20,  '62,  caj).  Sept,  s, 
escaped  and  ret.  July,  '64,  m.  o.  Sei)t.,  '67. 

George  W.  Moore.  G,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  2nd  Lieut.,  ])ro.  tit 
1st  Lieut.,  June  7,  '63,  dis.  for  dis.  Sept.  28,  '64, 

Joseph  Mitchell,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '6)2,  m.  o at  .Murfreesbi.)ro, 
Term.,  July  4,  '67. 

Moses  Moore,  D,  111,  en.  Aiiril,  '63,  tr.  to  Co.  G,  Dec.  27,  '63, 
, rn.  o.  June,  '6)7. 

' Thomas  MeVetta,  .A,  14,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  March. '62. 

! .Seth  Munsell.  K,  187,  en.  Jan.,  '67,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '6)7. 

! James  H.  Morse,  L).  11.  eit.  June,  '61,  w'd  at  .South  Aloiint- 
ain,  .Mil.,  Sept.  14,  '62,  sick  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  m.  o. 
June,  '64, 

James  Marshall,  D,  86,  en.  June.  '63,  m.  o.  Feb.,  '64. 

John  McCain,  C,  141,  en.  .May.  '64,  m.  u.  Aug.,  '64. 

Edwin  Matthews,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 
William  H.  Mathews,  B,  21,  en.  April,  '61,  ni.  o.  Aug.,  '6i, 
1 W.  M.  M.,  and  K.  67,  en.  Feb.,  '63,  died  Aug.  lii,  '64, 

at  Fortress  .Monroe,  Va.,  and  buried  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
; dred. 

! George  R.  .Matthews.  B,  144,  en.  Alay,  '64,  cap.  .Vug.  13,  '6)4, 
i m.  o.  May,  '6)7. 

J.  R.  Moore,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '6)4,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 

.Albert  G.  Matthews,  B,  144,  en.  .May,  '64.  Musician,  rn.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

; John  S.  Matthews,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '6)4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

I Silas  H.  Munsell,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '64.  m.  o.  -Aug..  '64. 

I William  Minton,  B,  141,  en.  May,  '6)4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

1 James  .Munn,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '64. 

I Joseph  B.  Newton.  .A,  14,  en.  Aug.,  '6)1,  pro.  to  .8ergt.  .Maior 
I 'from  Cor.,  pro.  t>)  2d  Lieut.,  Co.  B,  New., '6)-_',  pr^).  1st 

! Lieut.,  Co.  H,  Feb.,  '63,  ajip.  .Adj.,  .Aug., '63,  pr)>.  Capt., 

! Cl-'.  A,  Nr>\'.,  '64. 

Guy  C.  Nearing,  B,  6),  en.  June,  '6)1,  was  w'd  at  Stone  River, 
, I.lec.,  '62,  a])p.  Cor.  Jan.,  '63,  Sergt.,  .Aug.  '6:i,  m.  i-. 

' June,  '64. 

William  Northrup,  .V,  182,  en.  Sept.,  '64,  m.  o.  July.  '67. 
Hiram  tVniway,  C,  21,  en.  -Vug.,  '6)1,  app  Cor.  Jan., '64,  killed 
F Sept.,  '64,  at  Joiiesboro,  (3a. 

; James  Ordway,  .A.  Pio,  on.  July.  '6'2,  m.  o.  May,  '6)7. 

, Nehemiah  ( )rdway,  K,  l>'i,  en.  Jan..  '6’),  m.  o.  .^ejit.,  '67. 
-Albert  Osborn,  C,  7.  i/n.  June,  '61,  dis  for  dis.  .May,  '63,  A.  14. 
en.  Jan.  '6)4.  m.  o.  July,  '67. 

, Frantz  Peinert,  C,  21 , en. -Vug.,  '61,  caj).  Sept.,  '63,  died  in 
^ -Andersonv  die  prison,  -8ept.,  '6'4. 

F'rancisC.  Pow  r-rs,  .A,  4'.',  en.  .8e[)t..  '61,  Sergt..  killed  .M.iy'_'7, 
'64,  at  Pickett's  .Mills,  Ga. 

John  J'eek.  C,  21,  en.  Aug.  'til.  died  .April  2tl,  '62,  at  I.c'tiis- 
1 ville.  Ky. 

Pearlev  P.  Pope,  C,  H,  67,  en.  Oct.  '(il,  ^v'd  Mav  16'.  ii4.  died. 
Vlay22,  tl4. 

Jtimes  L.  Pope.  H,  67,  i n.  Se|)t., '62,  killed  Ma\  b', 't>4.  ne.ir 
Chester  Sta.,  Va. 

Fred  W.  Peck,  I).  8i;,  en.  June,  't>3,  died  J.in.,'64. 

Ji'lm  I.  Parsons,  H,  ('7.  en.  t ’>ct., '61,  pro.  to  Sergt.,  pro.  2d 
Lieut.  1 el).  IS, 'til,  |)ro.  to  1st  I.ieiit.  .Vllg.  1 1 . 'Ii4,  killed 
-Vug.  16, '64,  at  Deei)  Bottom  Run,  V.i. 

Julius  Pleiuou,  I ',  86,  en.  June, '63).  m.  1),  1- eb.. '<'4. 

James  !•'.  P.in  iu-,  H,  i>7.  en.  Nov.,  til.  died  F)‘b.  1.  '67. 

George  N.  P.iT'oiis,  H,  6)7,  en.  ('ct..'ti|,  pr>).  to  2d  Li'  ui,  t o 
D.  < '(  t., 'ti2,  wounded  Julv,  tio,  ills.  I'ec.,  'ii3). 

John  B.  I’orti  r,  H.tiT.  )-n.  Di  c.. 'ti3,  dis,  lul\  -Jo, 'u  , 
t 'liver  I.  Pli-mon,  Il,tl7.  en.  \ov..  6|,  ,|is.  .Vug.,  ' 

Harlon  P.  Pi  Iton,  .V.  4'.',  en.  .Vug.,  61,  killeil  .Vug.. '6 1,  ui  i . 
.Vtlaut.i,  ( 1,1. 

Henrv  P erce,  .V,  Ittti,  en.  Inlv. '62.  c.ip.  Sept., 'ti:t,  du  d Julv 
' 18, '64.  in  .Viulersonvilk  prison. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


John  H.  Pugh,  A,  14,  e!!.  Aug.,  ’Gl,  apptd.  Corp.  Sept,,  ’G4, 
m.  o.  July, ’G5. 

Charles  T.  Pope,  K,  ISd,  en.  Jan., 'G4,  apptd.  Corp.  May  24, 
'G-j,  ni.  o.  Se['it.,  'G.j, 

William  Peacock.  !,  144,  en.  May,  'G4,  m.  o.  Aug., ’64. 

Jesse  Pugh,  C,  144,  en.  .May,  ’64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  ’G4. 

Isaac  Parkason,  C,  144,  cn.  May,  '64,  cajj.  Aug.,  'G4,  in.  o. 
March,  'Go. 

Andrew  S.  Rush,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  ’Gl,  tr.  to  B,  4th  U.  S.  Cav. 

William  B.  Rush,  C,  21,  en.  .Vug., ’61,  died  Alay  18,  '62,  near 
Huntsville,  .Via. 

Benjamin  Rliodes,  C,  21,  en.  .Atig.,’Gl,  cap.  .Sept.  19, ’63,  at 
Chickamauga,  Term.,  m.  o.  .\pril  8,  'Go. 

Dallas  Ralston,  H,  ti7,  en.  Dec., 'Go,  died  in  camp  at  .-Vrling- 
ton,  Va.,  .Vpril  18, 'I'd. 

George  S.  Richanlson,  C,  21,  en.  .-Vug.,  ’61,  wounded  .Sept.  20, 
'68,  at  Chickamauga,  Term.,  dis.  for  dis.  Sept.,  '64. 

Steven  J.  Rinklekee,  H,  W,  en.  Nov. ,’61,  dis.  for  dis.  Sept. ,'64. 

Samuel  Ross,  H,  67,  en.  .Sept.,  '62,  apptd.  Corp.  July  1,  '64, 
Sergt.  .March  28,  'Go,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Henry  B.  Rudesil,  .-V,  49,  en.  .-Vug.,  'Gl,  died  Jan.  21,  ’62. 

Austin  W.  Rice,  .-V,  lOO,  en.  .A.ug., '62,  died  .March  21,  '68,  at 
Lexington,  Kv. 

Orange  J.  Rickard,  K,  185,  en.  Jan., ’Go,  m.  o.  Sept.  26,  'Go. 

Thomas  Rutter,  I,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug., '64. 

Albci'tus  Russell,  G,  lU,  Cav.,  en.  Dec., '68,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Jabe/  Kusseil.  B,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  .-Vug., '64. 

Joseph  T.  M.  Reed,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  Sergt.,  in.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

Henry  .Sholes,  H,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  wounded  July  9,  '64,  at 
Vining  Sta.,  Ga.,  died  .Vug.  10,  '64. 

William  Simonds,  C,  21,  en.  .-Vug.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  Jan.,  '68. 

John  Shaw,  C,  21,  en.  .A.ug.,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Micliael  Shoffstall,  C,  21,  en.  P'eb.,  '64,  died  May  21,  ’64. 

Sylvester  Stump,  Co.  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis. 
March,  '62. 

Jacob  D.  Smith,  .-V,  100,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  died  Sept.  29,  '64,  at 
Marietta,  Ga. 

Nelson  W.  Sizer,  1),  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  died  .Aug.  17, '63,  at 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Henry  Sheets,  I,  IH,  en,  .-Vug.,  '62,  m.  o.  May,  '65. 

John  Shoffstall,  K,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  dis.  for  dis.  Dec.,  '62. 

John  Sheets,  1,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  wounded  June  27,  '64,  died 
July  14,  '64. 

Henry  Shoffstall,  I,  111,  en,  Aug.,  '62,  died  June  20,  '63. 

William  Stautzenberger,  .A,  14,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

James  B.  Smith,  M.  D.,  A,  14,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  Sergt.,  pro.  to 
Hos.  Steward,  and  tr.  to  Field  and  Staff,  July  1,  '62. 

Albert  .A.  Sheets,  .A,  14,  en.  .-Vug.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  June,  '62, 
and  C,  144,  '64. 

Ed.  H.  Selkirk,  I),  86,  '68,  C,  144, '64,  and  K,  185,  en.  Jan.  '65, 
1st  Sergt.,  m.  o.  Sejit.,  '65. 

Abram  .Sjioors,  G,  24,  en,  June,  '61,  m.  o.  June,  '64. 

Adol'ph  Schroepfer,  C,  144,  en.  .May, '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

.Austin  J.  Stone,  C,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  .Musician,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

John  A.  Stearns,  PI,  144,  en.  .Viay,  '64,  m.  o.  .Vug,,  '64. 

Reason  .Skinner,  C,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

William  P'.  Smith,  C,  144,  en.  .Vlay,  '64. 

John  Sizer,  I,  144,  en.  May,  ’64,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  ’64. 

James  Sturgeon,  I,  144,  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 

Isaac  Taylor,  C,  21  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '64,  also  in  18, 
P’enn.  Cav. 

.Allen  \y.  Truesdale,  H,  67,  en.  Jan., '64,  m.  o.  Dec.,  '65. 

Perry  Thomas,  C,  144,  en.  .M.iv,  '64,  Cor.,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Henry  Van  Camp,  C,  21.  en.  .-Vug.,  '61,  Sergt.,  pro.  to  Com. 
Sergt.,  .A[iril  1,  '65. 

Benjamin  F.  Van  t'amp,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

George  W.  Vatl,  A,  49,  en.  .Vug., '61,  cap.  Dec., '62,  ret.  to 
company,  June,  '6:!,  app.  1st  .Sergt.  .Marcli,  '64, 
wounded  .M.iy  27,  '64,  pm.  1st  Lieut.  Fi'b.,  '65,  m.  o. 
Nov.,  '65. 

John  Van  Camp,  I).  11,  I'U.  [une,  '6il,  woundi-d  at  Chicka- 
mauga, Ga.,  .Sept.  20,  'ii.'l,  d ied  t )ct.  11, 

Lyintin  C.  Wilson,  C.2I,  e.n.  .Aug.,  61,  a(ip.  Cor.  .M.in.h,  '65, 
Sergt.,  .April,  ’6i5,  111.  o.  July,  'G.'i. 

McDowell  WiLson,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '6i2,  dis.  for  dis.,  March 
24,  '6.8. 


William  Wakefield,  C,  21,  en.  P'eb.,  '64,  killed  July  9,  ’64,  at 
Chattahoochee  River,  tla, 

Plbenezer  P'.  Wade,  C,  21,  en.'.-Vug.,  V'l,  m.  o.  -Sei-t.,  ’(4. 

John  .A.  Vv'ilson,  C,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  awtirded  .Medal  of 
Honor  by  W;ir  Dept.,  under  resolution  of  Congress, 
approvetl  July  12,  '62,  for  special  services  on  Vlitchell's 
raid. 

Mark  Wood,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '61,  app.  Cor.,  pro.  2nd  Lieut. 
Co.  P',  P'eb.  26,  ’64,  awarded  Medal  of  Honor  bv  War 
Dept.,  under  resolution  of  Congress,  apiiroveil  July  12, 
'62,  for  special  services  under  .Mitchell. 

Enoch  B.  Wiley,  C,  21,  en.  Se;>t.,  '61,  pro.  to  2nd  Lieut.  Oct. 

8,  ’68,  wounded  Dec.  81,  '62,  died  Jan.  5,  ’<'8. 

Thomas  L.  Webb,  C,  21.  en.  .-Vug.,  'rd.dis.  for  d4„  Dec.  9, ’68. 
Lewis  Walber,  D,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  '(.id,  trtinsferred  to  V.  R.  C. 
Nov.,  '6-'k 

Rolson  Winton,  PL  67,  en.  P'eb.,  'G-k  m.  o.  Lzi.-c.,  '65. 

John  H.  Whitehead,  Pf,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  wounded  July  18, 
'68,  at  Ft.  Wagner,  wounded  Mav  9,  '64,  near  Chester 
Sta.,  Va.,  ap[).  1st  Sergt.,  July  1,  '64.  pro.  1st  Lieut, 
and  .Adj.  March,  '65.  Veter.an. 

William  W'akeheld.  .V,  100,  en.  -Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 
John  C.  Wootlbiiry,  .-V,  100,  en.  July,  '62,  died  Dec.  8,  '62,  at 
Lexington,  Ky. 

George  Walker,  Pf,  185,  en.  J;in.,  '65.  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 
William  Wilson,  C,  21,  and  K,  185,  en.  P'eb.,  ’65,  m.  o. 
Sept.,  '65. 

Adolph  Wolf,  K,  87,  en.  Nov.,  '61,  app.  Cor.  Dec.  7,  '61, 
Sergt.,  March  1,  '62,  dis.  for  dis.  Aug.,  '68. 

Lewis  F.  VV'ebb,  C,  141,  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '64. 

Nathan  We’ob,  C,  144,  en.  -May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 


PORTAGE  TOWNSHIP. 


The  names  of  the  majority  of  this  list  were 
obtained  from  veterans,  now  residing  in  Portage 
village  and  Portage  township.  In  searching  the 
records,  other  names  were  added,  and  the  ros- 
ter and  record  submitted  in  typescript  to  Messrs. 
Clough,  Mears,  Norris,  Dienst  and  John  John- 
ston for  correction  and  revision. 

Manning  Abbott,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '61. 

Charles  .Abbott,  .A,  lOU,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  pm.  Cor.  and  Sergt., 
wounded  at  Limestone  Sta,,  tlied  at  Knoxville,  Oct, 
9,  '64. 

Joseph  O.  .Allen,  K,  111,  com.  1 Lieut.  .Aug.  25,  '62,  ills. 
Nov.,  '65. 

Charles  Baldwin,  B.55,  en.  Sept.,  '64.  sub.,  wounded  at  .V\  erys- 
bom,  m.  o.  .May,  '65. 

Charles  Bay,  .A,  1S2,  en.  Sept..  '64.  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Harrison  Barmen,  is  said  to  have  t'nlisteil  and  ser\  ed  in  an 
Ohio  regiiiU'nt. 

David  Barnhart,  G,  99,  en.  .-Vug.,  '62,  killed  near  .Vtlanl.’. 
.Vug.  4,  't4. 

N.  B.irkheimer,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  dis.  for  dis.  .V|)ril.  '*>8. 
Charles  Besanson,  C,  21,  en.  .Vug., ’i>I,  wounded  at  Chick. i- 
mauga,  died  ,'Sept.  24,  'Il8. 

James  Be.s.mson,  C,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  m.  o.  .'Sept.,  '64. 
Augustus  Besanson,  C,  21.  en.  .Vug.,  '61,  pro.  1 Sergt.  Ian.  64, 
pm.  1 Lieut.  Feb.,  '65. 

George  Bell,  C,21,  en.  Icb.,  '64,  cap.  at  S.iv.mn.ih,  ll.i.,  p.ir.. 
m.  o.  .Ajiril,  '65. 

D.iniel  1 ).  Bn  mer,  C,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  ''ll,  dis.  lor  di,'.  Sept.,  6.1. 
Willi. im  C.irter,  K,  185,  en.  J.in.,  il5,  m.  o.  M.r. . '65. 

Geo.  C.  CasweM,  t',  21,  en.  .Vug.,  *>1,  c.ip.  at  Chick, im.uiga. 

(lieil  in  Andersonvdle,  Sept.  1,  ’''4. 

John  Clemens,  B,  55,  en.  Oct.,  '64  isub.i,  m.  o.  July.  '65. 
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I 

1'..  i'rict'  C'luiiph,  C,  21,  cn.  Aui:.,  '(il.  ca[i.  at  battle  ef  Stone 
River,  I'enn.,  conhneil  in  prison,  par.  twentv-tw o d.iy.s 
later  and  was  sent  to  Ann.ipolis,  Nid..  rejoined  the  Co. 
in  July,  apt'd.  Corpl.  Aiiril  1,  m.  o.  with  Com- 
pany July  2"),  'ti.').  X’eteran. 

Kdvvard  Coyn,  A,  lOU,  en.  July,  'h2.  cap.  at  Lime.stone  Sta.. 

died  in  [)nson  at  Rielimoml,  April  1,  TA. 

\\'illiain  Cox,  G,  lb,  Cav.,  and  H,  192.  en.  Dec.,  ‘ho,  tr.  to.  b"), 
Rej^t.,  V.  R.  C..  ni.  o.  Aug.,  'h,'). 

John  \V.  Cox,  G,  10,  C.iv.,  en.  Dec.,  'G3,  m.C).  July,  'h.j. 

,\lfred  Davidson.  I),  78,  dratted  Sept.,  ’ti4,  m.  o.  iMay,  'h.5. 

\V.  A.  (Adam)  Dauterman,  C,  21,  en.  July,  ‘(32,  killed  at 
Stone  River,  Jan.  1,  ’(‘>8. 

.Andrew  Dienst,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  (id,  cap.  Se[)t.  19,  ’(38,  at 
Chickamauga,  Ga.,  par.,  m,  o.  .April  8,  ho. 

Nicholas  Dienst,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'hi,  wajunded  June  24.  'h4, 
in  action  near  Kenesaw'  .Mt.,  Ga.,  appt'd.  Corpl.  .April 

l,  ‘ho,  m.  o.  July,  'h.'). 

Lewis  Dienst,  K,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  'h2,  appt’il.  Sergt.,  Se])t. 
h,  'h2,  and  1 Sergt.,  Dec.  o,  ‘ho,  pro.  to  2 Lieut.,  Co.  G, 
Ajjril  12,  'h4,  m.  o.  July  27,  'ho,  then  1st  Lieut. 

Henry  Dienst.  182,  en.  Au,g.,  'h4,  m.  o.  Julv,  'ho. 

Jr)hn  Dienst,  21  Ind.  Racy.  L.  .Art.,  en.  Dec.,  '('>4,  tr.  from  Co. 

P',  112  111.  Inf.,  July  21,  ’h4,  m.  o.  July,  ho. 

Jacob  Dienst.  L,  2 Cav.,  en.  Sept.,  'hi,  dierl  at  P't.  Leaven- 
worth, .May  29,  'h2. 

Thomas  Denton,  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  'hi. 

Oscar  DeWitt,  K,  111,  en.  -Aug.,  'h2,  died  Nov.  30,  ’h2.  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Joseph  C.  Eberly,  A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  ’(>2,  m.  o.  June,  'h.7.  in 
hospital  at  P't.  .Schuyler,  New  York. 

Benjamin  Eberly,  C,  21.  en.  Aug.,  'hi,  tr.  \’.  R.  C„  Jan.,  'h4. 
Christopher  Eisenrnenger,  F,  72nd,  seiwed  three  years. 

Peter  I oster. 

Joel  I'ox. 

Win.  S.  Franklin,  H,  49,  en.  Aug.,  'hi,  wounded  near  Atlanta, 

m.  o.  Nov.,  'h5. 

Solomon  S.  Frederick,  H,  49,  en.  Feb.,  ’h4,  m.  o.  Nov.,  'ho. 

John  Fryman. 

John  P'ulnu-r. 

Henry  Grahlman,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'hi,  jjro.  from  Corp'l  to  1st 
.Serg’t.  m.  o.  July,  'ho. 

.-\braharn  Hampshire,  I,  111,  .Musician,  en.  .Aug.,  '(>2,  m.  o. 
June,  'ho. 

Jolm  H.  Harrison,  D,  8(5,  en.  June  IS,  '(’>8,  m.  o.  P'eb.  R).  '('4, 
also  in  144th  Reg't,  < ).  V . 1.,  w ;is  cap.  at  battle  of  .Stone 
River  and  contined  in  Libby  prison. 

Almon  G.  Harrison,  C,  21,  en.  .\ug.,  'hi,  m.  o.  as  Corporal, 
.Sept.,  'til. 

Demas  [..  Hill,  H,  (57,  en.  Oct.,  'hi,  m.  o.  Dec.,  '05. 

John  Hill,  K.IH,  en.  .Aug.,  '(>2,  m.  o..  I une.  t),3. 

\\  illiam  Hill.  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  ’h2,  detached  Feb.,  '(>4. 

Henry  Hosford,  C,  21,  cn.  .Aug.,  'hi,  dis.  for  dis.,  < let., '02, 
later  G,  lb  Cav. 

George  Hodge.  H,  td,  cn.  Oct.,  'hi,  wounded  .May,  '(4,  m.  o. 

Dec.,  'hh. 

Seneca  Hodge. 

James  Holmes,  A,  PlO,  en.  JuK,  T>2.  cap.  near  .Atlanta,  .Aug., 
’(34,  par.,  m.  o.  lune,  '('>o. 

I'h  “o.  Holmes,  G,  lb  Cav.,  died  in  service. 

John  Holmes,  K,  HI.  cn.  .Vug'.,  02.  m.  o.  .May,  'ho. 

Ihomas  H<ilmcs,  D.  Ill,  eu.  .Vug..  '(52,  killcil  near  Knoxville, 
I'enn.,  Jan.  22,  '(>4. 

Pascal  F.  HutVlcard,  G,  lb  Cav.,  en.  Nov.,  '02,  m.  o.  Jidy,  'ho. 
Felward  Hubbard.  D,  lll.en.  .Vug.,  '02.  dis.  for  di.s.  .Vug.,  '(58. 
Langdon  C.  Hu’olMnl,  G,  lb  Cav.,  en.  < )ct.,  ’(52,  cap.  I'cb.  1(». 
'ho,  ex.,  m.  o.  June,  ’15.'), 

Jolm  Johnson.  .V.  lb(i,  en.  July,  *52.  m.  o..  ;is  Corp,,  June.  '(5o. 
Jami.'S  Johnston,  (7,  2o,  cn.  ( >ct.,  '(’4,  m.  o.  (lit.,  'h.7.  killed  in  a 
storm,  ’(5(5. 

VV  esley  Jones.  C.  21,  cn.  .Vug.,  '(52,  ills,  for  dis.  .April,  ’(58. 
Horace  Jones.  C,  21,  ' u.  .Vug.,  '(51. 

VVilli.im  Kccraii.  11,  .7.'),  cn.  Sept.,  '(51.  w 'd  at  .V\ ervsboro,  N. 
(J.,  m.  o.  J utic,  (57. 

A illiam  Kinnes,  A.  1S2,  cn.  Sept.,  '('4,  m.  o.  Julv,  ’(57. 

Allred  Kinney,  .A,  1S2,  en.  .Vug.,  ’(4,  m.  o.  Julv,  'ho. 

Daniel  W.  Landis,  G,  P)((,  from  Feb.  to  Julv, 'ho. 

U 


James  H.  Lc.if,  C,  21,  I'n.  -Vug.,  'hi,  m.  o.  ns  Corp.  Sept.,  'hi. 
James  F.  Long,  L.  Rl  Ca\.,  en.  Oct.,  ’(52,  w'd  March  9,  'ho, 
ret.  to  Regt.  July,  (57,  dis.  .Aug.  lb,  'ho. 

Henrv  Long.  A,  R)b,  en.  Julv,  '02.  died  at  Cincinmiti,  Sc])t. 
■ 24,  '02, 

Charles  Long,  .A,  R)((,  en.  July,  '(52,  m.  o.  June,  ’(57. 

Henry  I.embrich,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'hi.  cap.  at  Chickamauga, 
par.,  m.  o.  May,  'ho. 

James  F.  McClure,  14,  144,  en.  .Aug.  R5.  ’h2.  tr.  to  12b  and  4Sth. 
I Marion  McKissen. 

1 Geo.  F.  .Meintire. 

I Fbenezer  Mclntvre,  D.21,  en.  .-Vug.,  '(51.  dis.  for  dis.  Mar.,  '(58. 
I Jerome  Miltz. 

David  .Mercer,  unassigned  recruit  of  181  Re.gt. 

John  .Morgan,  K,  144,  en.  .May,  '154,  cap.  near  Berryville,  di;-d 
in  Salisbury  [irison,  Oct.  24.  '('4. 

Daviil  .Muder.  .-V,  4 Mich.  Cav. 

I William  Nurnberger,  C,  21,  en.  P'eb.,  '(54.  m.  o.  JuF.  '(35. 

I Fred.  Wm.  Nurnberger,  C,  21,  en.  -Aug.,  'hi,  m.  o.  as  Cor., 
July,  'ho. 

i .Albert  Pi  Palmerton,  F,  57.  en.  Nov.,  '(51,  m.  o.  -Aug.  14,  '(57. 
I Benjamin  Palmerton,  G,  99,  en.  July,  (32,  tr.  Co.  .A,  70.  Inf., 
j Dec.,  154. 

I W.  F.  Palmerton.  entered  from  this  township. 

; .-Alfred  Patterson.  C,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  ’(51,  tr.  V.  R.  C.,  Sept.,  '(58. 
j John  Phillips,  G,  R3  Cav.,  en.  Dec.,  h8,  m.  o.  July,  'ho. 

I .Arnos  A.  Phillips,  1,  HI.  en.  -Aug..  '(32,  m.  li.  June,  'ho. 

' John  Peak,  C,  21,  en,  -Aug.,  '61,  died  at  Louisville,  Kv.,  .-April 
! 20,  '(52. 

James  Place,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Oct.,  '(52.  m.  o.  July,  '67. 

John  L.  Prescott,  .A,  100,  en.  .Aug.,  '(52,  cap.  at  Limestone 
Sta.,  [lar.,  m.  o.  May  29,  '(55. 

Elisha  .-\.  Prescott,  .A,  10(3,  en.  .-Vug..  '(52,  ca[i.  at  Limestone 
■Sta.,  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  .A{iril  24,  '(34. 

Monroe  Richardson. 

Nathan  Ricketts,  K.  Ill,  en.  .-Vug.,  '(32,  m.  o.  June,  '(57. 

C.  L.  Rooil,  .-V,  182,  en.  Sept.. '(34,  m.  o.  July,  (57. 

John  Rubel,  K,  144,  en.  .May, '04,  ca[i.  near  Berry\ ille.  died 
in  Salisbury  [U'ison,  Dec.  6,  '(54. 

Ben  Rhoiies,  C,  21.  en.  .-Vug.. 'hi,  cap.  at  Chickamauga,  par., 
m.  o.  .April,  '(57. 

: John  Sargent. 

‘ George  Saw  ver,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Dec., ’(38,  ni.  o.  July,’h7. 

5 William  Saw  ver,  1,  111,  en.  ,-Vug., 'h2,  died  at  Knoxville,  Feb. 
’ 24, '(4.' 

Michael  Shaffstall,  C,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '(54.  died  at  Naslvcille, 
May  21,  (34. 

John  Shaffstall,  K,  Hi,  en,  .Vug., '02,  dis.  fcir  dis.  Dec., '('2. 

I red  Sharon.  G,  77,  en.  Nov.,  'hi,  m.  o.  -Vug.,  '(57. 

Samuel  Shroyer,  .A,  RXl,  en.  .Vug., '(52,  cap.  at  Limestone  .Sta.. 
par.,  in.  o.  June,  'h7. 

' Levi  Shrover,  F,  27,  en.  Feb..  (54,  wounded  Dec.  (5.  (54. 
Lewis  .ShineW',  B,  77,  en.  .Sejit.,  (54.  drafted,  m.  o.  June, '('7. 
Peter  .^Ihnew. 

.-Adam  Shelkirs,  .A,  100,  en.  .-Vug.. '(52,  m.  o.  June,  '07. 

I John  Shoup,  F,  27,  en.  Feb.,  (54,  woundixl  at  Honey  Hill, 
S.  C.,  dis.  Oct..  '(>7. 

\\  illitmi  Shou|i,  D,  111,  en.  .Vug., '(’2.  wounded  at  Resac.i. 
died  .May  22, '(54. 

Har\  ey  Shade,  .V.  182,  en.  Sejit.,  '('4,  m.  o.  July,  'ho.  as  Corp. 
Francis  .Sigler. 

Laf.iyette  Sigler. 

1 .-Anson  Sizi-r,  D.  W.  Si/er  ;md  R.  Si/er. 

' Nelson  \\  . Si/ir,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  (52.  died  in'hospital  at 
Louisville,  Kv.,  .-Vug.  17,  '(>8. 

William  H.  Scott,  .A.  182,  en.  Sept.. '('4,  m.  o.  July.  (57. 

Josi-ph  .A.  .Smith,  D,  8(5,  i-n.  June. '(58.  died  in  . (.'amp  Nelson. 
K V.,  I )ec.  (5,  (58. 

H.ir\ev  .Spencer.  (.',  21,  en.  .Vug.,  (d,  cap.  at  (.'hickamaug.i. 

died  in  Danville  prison.  Jan.  8. '('4. 

Reuben  .Stevens,  G,  27,  en.  ()et..  '('4.  m.  o.  ()ct.,  'i57. 

Fdward  Stevens,  1).  Ill,  en.  .Vug  . h>'2,  killed  ne.ir  Spring 
1 lill.  1 enn..  No\ . 8ii,  hi. 

.Vh-x.  Stew.iri,  C.  Db.  en.  B,  77,  ( let..  I'd.  dis.  fer  dis.  J.m  , (-8 
Syl\ ester  Slump,  (.',  21.  eu.  .Vug.,  'hi.  dis.  lor  dis.  M.irch,  ''2. 
‘ Fretlerick  .''oinmers,  1.  111.  en.  .-Vug.,  (>2,  tr.  to  H,  I'.iih  V R. 
C.,  .Aug.,  hi,  m.  o.  Jul\.  '07, 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


10l> 


Cephas  Taylor. 

John  \Vaj;,£;oner,  F,  lll.cn.  Aug.,  '62,  died  at  Cincinnati,  !ul\' 
27,  '6d. 

Henry  Whitacrc,  D,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '64,  tr.  Co.  B.,  Sept.,  '6,7, 
m.  o.  Oct.,  '65. 

Hiram  Whitacre. 

Dan.  Whetstone,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Dec.,  '63,  dis.  for  dis. 
July,  '64. 


ROSS  TOWNSHIP. 


The  roster  of  the  soldiers,  who  went  from 
Ross  township  into  the  service  during  the 
Civil  war,  is  based  on  a list  of  names  obtained 
from  Isaac  Rideout  and  other  veterans  of  the 
township.  At  the  breaking  out  of,  and  during, 
the  war,  the  narrow  strip  of  territory  now  com- 
prising the  township  was  only  thinly  settled,  and 
necessarily  furnished  but  few  soldiers. 

Henry  Bassinger,  G,  37,  en.  Sept.,  '61,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '65. 

Francis  Brenot,  H,  2nd  Mich.  Infty. 

Bradley  M.  Crandall,  C,  3rd  Cav.,  drafted  Oct.,  '64,  m.  o. 
Aug.,  '65. 

Henry  E.  Cowles,  B,  67,  en.  Dec.,  '61,  dis.  ,Aug.,  '65. 

M.  Ferdigs,  3rd  Ohio  Cav. 

William  Goss,  A,  3rd  Cav.,  en.  Aug.,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '64. 
Lewis  Goss. 

John  L.  Goss,  — , 72,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  dis.  June,  '63. 

Horace  X.  Martin,  E,  34,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  killed  in  \’irginia. 
Sept.  18,  '64. 

Joseph  H.  Martin. 

Robert  H.  Martin,  E,  34,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  cap.  (^ct.  Ill,  'f'T,  m.o. 
June,  '65. 

Isaac  G.  Rideout,  B,  67,  en.  Oct.  22,  '61,  api.)t'd.  Sergt.,  pro. 

CorpL,  1st  Sergt.  Sept.,  '65.  \’eteran. 

DeWitt  Stevens,  served  in  Heavy  Arty.,  enlisting  at  Perrys- 
burg  in  1864,  then,  at  close  of  war,  served  5 years  in 
the  U.  S.  army. 

Robert  Tiplady,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  wounded  June  24,  '64, 
m.  o.  May,  '65. 

Andrew  J.  Wales,  A,  130,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Sejit.,  1864. 
George  Wales. 

William  Ward,  A,  13(1,  en.  Mav,  '64,  m.  o.  .Se[)t.,  '(.>4,  B,  18h, 
Sergt.  from  Feb.,  '65,  to  Sept.,  '65. 

Jacob  C.  Whitmore,  , 72,  en.  Xov.  '61,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

Ross  township  lying  adjacent  to  the  city  of 
Toledo,  a number  of  the  soldiers  of  that  part  of 
Lucas  county,  who  resided  close  to  Ross,  were  in 
a manner  of  the  Ross  neighborhood.  Some  of 
them  came  into  Ross  just  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  among  them ; 

Elijah  Whitmore  (cam<'  in  the  fall  of  '65|,  B,  67,  en.  Oct.  12. 
'61,  mustered  as  Cor.,  pro.  to  2d  Lieut.  (.)et.  2,  '62,  w'd 
at  Ft.  Wagner,  S.  C.,  lulv  l!^,  '63,  and  resigned  Ian. 
28,  '64. 

Sylvanus  O.  Crandall  (came  in  '6C>).  B,  loth  \'ermont.  en. 
Aug.  8,  '62,  dis.  Aug.  5,  '63. 

Francis  Brenot  (came  in  '(i4i,  Co.  H,  2d  Mich.,  three-months' 
service,  re-enlisted,  was  w'd  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  dis. 
j uly,  '64. 

James  Riih'out  (of  Lucas  Co.,  and  father  of  Henry,  ot  Ross', 
A,  136,  en.  .May  , '61,  m.  o.  Sepi.,  '6p4. 

Frank  H.  Venia  (came  in  '67),  I'^th  Regt.,  F.  ,S.  regulars,  i-n. 
Aug.  27,  '62,  t<iken  pi  isoner  at  Jone'^boro,  G.t..  Sejit., 
T4,  and  conlined  in  Rebel  jirison  at  .Anih.-rsoiu  ille, 
Ga.,  dis.  Aug.  27,  '65. 


A.mong  the  residents  of  the  township  in  1895, 
who  had  served  in  the  war  from  other  sections 
of  the  county,  were; 

W.  C.  Harris,  130  (.)hio  inf.;  {.  1).  Hubert,  4 l.h  S.  Art.;  Josejih 
Long,  14th  Ohio;  H.  H.  Xaiuer,  54th  Ohio;  W.  Xellis, 
47th  Indiana;  W.  .M.  W'arner,  144. 


TROY  TOWNSHIP. 


This  roster  is  based  on  lists  made  by  the  writer 
at  Luckey  and  Stony  Ridge.  The  records  were 
added,  and  all  submitted,  in  typescript,  to  the  lead- 
ing veterans  of  the  township,  such  as  Messr.s. 
Furry,  Smith,  Seaman  and  Hathaway. 

Sydney  Brewst'.T,  C,  21.  en.  July,  '61,  wounded  at  trhicka- 
manga.  Sept.  20,  '63,  died  same  day. 

Michael  Burgemeistes,  I,  21,  April,  '61,  re-en.  Oci.  '61.  I,  68, 
re-en.  June,  64,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Frank  Blandin,  in  a New  5’ork  regiment. 

John  Clauser,  — , 72,  Oct.,  '61,  not  present  at  muster  out. 

H.  S.  Clifford,  L,  3,  Cav.,  en.  Dec.,  '63.  m.  o.  .-Vug.,  '65. 

Isaiah  Chamberlain,  a Mexican  soldier,  also  in  S Inf., 
wounded  at  Autietam. 

George  Cramer,  — , 72,  en.  Xi.iv.,  '61. 

William  H.  Corbin,  K,  HI,  en.  Aug., '62,  wounded  at  Resaca. 
Charles  D.  Dennis,  a Mexican  soldier,  en.  Iv,  72.  Oct.,  td, 
pro.  1 Lieut,  and  CajU.,  wi'unded  at  \'icksburg  .May  , 
18,  '63,  dis.  Aug.,  '63,  en,  G,  18'.»,  Jan..  '65,  com.  Ca;;t., 
dis.  at  Nashville,  Sefit.,  '65. 

James  P.  Daily,  17,  72,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  di.s.  for  dis.  July  8,  '('2, 
died  of  smalljiox  at  home,  January,  '60. 

Richard  Fdder,  E,  72,  en.  Dec.  1,  'tU,  died  July  9,  'ti2. 

John  Elder,  G,  189,  eu.  P'eb.,  '(D,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '65. 

John  Homer  Fisher,  17,  72,  Oct,, '61,  dis.  .Memjihis,  Tenn., 
en.  4th  .Mich.,'  wounded  at  F.iir  Oaks,  \ a. 

Bryan  Gaghan,  — , 72,  en.  Nov.,  '61.  died  at  Stony  Ridg'". 
Aj)ril  26,  '62. 

James  Gilbert,  17,  72,  en.  ( )ci.,  '61.  killed  at  Shiloh.  April  6. '62. 
Thomas  A.  Gorrill,  F.,  72,  en.  Dec.,  '(>1,  dis.  .April  8,  '65, 
1 Lieut.  G,  189,  Ajiril,  '65,  m.  o.  with  Co.,  .Seji'o  2S.  'I'-i. 
Samuel  B.  Gorril,  G,  189,  en.  Feb.,  '65,  m.  o.  at  Nash'ulle, 
.Sejit.  28,  '6)5. 

Marion  Goodell,  K,  111,  en.  .\ug.,  '(>2,  m.  o.  with  Conijiany. 
June  27,  '65. 

Alexis  T.  Gorrill,  , 72,  and  Lieut.  189,  en.  in  72  Dec.,  '61. 
James  R.  Hutchin.son,  1,  111,  en.  Ang.,  '62,  m.  o.  June.  '*'5. 
(.leorge  Ha/ell,  17,  72,  en.  Oct.,  't'd , wounded  at  Shiloh,  't'2. 
dis.  for  dis.  Feb.,  '6.'!. 

Daniel  1.  H.iggerty,  F,  72,  en.  Oct.'('l,  Sergt.,  caji.  tiear 
Rijiley,  Miss.,  June,  '64.  died  in  .-\ndersonville.  Feb. 
7,  '65. 

James  Hojijier,  C,  21,  woimded  .it  Chickam.iuga,  ,‘8ejit.  29,  '618. 
Ben.  Ih'jijter.  C,  21.  caj>.  at  S.ivann.ih,  Xov.,  '64. 

Fred  Kejder,  17,  72,  en.  ()ct.,  '61,  in  hosjiit.d  at  Moscow. 
T(.-nn.,  Ajiril  3ii,  'ii2. 

George  l.eatherer,  K,  ;1  Cav.,  en,  Si  jit.,  '(il , tr.  Co,  .\.  Dei  ,. 
'61,  di.s.  No\  .,  (''2. 

Fred  Linker,  enlisted  from  this  tow  nshijt. 

.\ngustus  La  l-  .irree,  of  ilu'  "Sijuirrel  H nnters  " brigade,  ih'. 
Sejit.,  '62. 

Henrv  Linker,  I.  111.  i n.  .\iig.,  'C,  wounded  No\.  2'.  •'!. 
(lied  1 h'l  . 1 , 64. 

George  .McF. ill.  K.  21,  1 11.  l eh..  '91.  died  .it  1 oiiim  die.  Kv  . 
Dec.  22.  t'l. 

James  .McCiitchen,  Jr.,  K,  111,  en.  .\ng  15,  '92,  aj'jild  Corjd. 
Noi.  ;19,  til.  111.  o.  June  27,  '95. 
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TrOOZ*  COUNTY,  OITTO. 


1G8 


S;nnufl  McCutchcn,  K,  111,  en.  Aujr.  1.1. ’li'2,  apptd.  Cnrji!.  i 
Sept.,  T)2,  tlien  SergL,  died  Dec.  12,  T4,  of  wounds  re-  ! 
cei\  ed  Nov.  20,  '<'4,  in  battle  of  I'  ninklm,  Tenn. 

|;. cob  Mayer,  Jr.,  en.  Nov., 'til.  ; 

l.oLiis  Kolfes,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  'fl2,  ni.  o.  June,  'tj.r.  ' 

|ohn  Rolfes,  1,  lll.en.  Aug.,  'tl2,  died  at  Gla.sguw,  Kv.,  ]une  , 
2T,  'H8.  " ^ ■ i 

|ohn  Rife,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '02,  ni.  o.  June,  ’O-A  | 

llenry  F.  St('rnaman,  I,  i>8,  en.  Aug.,  ’02,  m.  o.  .May,  'O.A 
William  R.  Sternainan,  I,  l>8,  en.  Aug.,  '02,  ni.  o.  .May,  '01.  ! 

J.icob  Snyder,  F.,  72,  en.  Oct.,  '01,  wounded  at  Corinth,  cajj. 

near  Riplev,  Mis.s.,  ni.  o.  .Mav,  ’(i-7. 

Michael  Shriner,  K,  72,  en.  Oct.,  '01,  died  .May  bl,  '02,  at  New 
Albany,  Ind. 

.Vbral'.aui  \’.  Smith,  C,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'Ol.c.ap,  at  Chickaraauga  ! 

Sejit.  20,  '08.  [ 

Joshua  \'.  Smith,  C,21  (Wagoner),  en.  .-\ug.  29,  '01,  dis.  Oct.  ! 
0,  '02,  on  Surg'.s  cert,  of  dis.,  L,8Cav.,  en.  July  22,  '08,  | 
m.  o.  Aug.  4,  ’01.  I 

I. icub  Smith,  E,  72,  en.  Oct.,  '01  (8  years),  dis.  Jan.  8,  '08,  at 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  Surg'.s  cert,  of  dis.  | 

Jacob  Swartz,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.  18,  ’ti2,  died  at  Bowling  Green,  ^ 
Ky.,  Nov.  80.  '02.  j 

I'rederick  Swartz,  K,  111,  en.  .Aug.  18,  '02,  wounded  in  battle 
of  Resaca,  Ga.,  .May  14,  '04,  dis.  March  11.  '01. 

Miles  Treat, , 72,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  ilied  at  .Meinjihis,  'I'enn., 
Nov.  20,  ’02.  I 

H.  L.  Woo;!,  Sr.,  Commissariat.  ; 

II.  L.  Wood,  Jr.,  — , 18ft,  en.  Feb.,  'til,  m.  o.  Sept.,  '01.  ’ 

John  C.  Webb,  C,  21,  en.  Feb.  11,  '04,  m.  o.  July  21,  'til.  ' 

John  Wellman,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '02.  wounded  June  27,  ’ti4,  tr.  ; 

V.  K.  C.,  m.  o.  June,  '01.  j 

Many  soldiers  from  other  townships  of  Wood 
county,  sucli  as  S.  P.  Hathaway,  and  from  other  ' 
counties  of  Ohio  and  the  Eastern  States,  have 
settled  liere  since  the  close  of  the  war.  while 
many  of  those  who  went  out  from  Troy  in  ' 
1861-65  now  absent.  j 


WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 


The  roster  and  record  are  based  upon  a list 
t'f  names,  compiled  by  C.  C.  Gundy,  E.  B.  Bev- 
CTstock  and  other  soldiers,  with  adrlitional  names 
discovered  by  C.  W.  Evers.  To  the  two  lists, 
die  names  of  the  Washin^^ton  Minute  Men,  or 
“Squirrel  Hunters,”  were  added,  and  then  a 
-earch  made  for  the  records  of  each  man  in 
du;  Adjutant-General’s  reports.  Capts.  Thomas 
Mawer  and  Luther  Black  were  subsequent^'  etjn- 
^iilted,  and  made  corrections. 

Bill!  Alcorn,  I,  21,  en.  Aug.,  'lil,  vsouiulci!  at  lonrshoro,  m.  o. 

, Dec.,  '(4. 

y'ison  .Alcorn,  G,  1,  E.  ,-\rt  , cm.  'li'2,  m.  o.  'til. 

'Bn.  Anglcbcck,  B,  144.  cu.  May,  '(i4.  cap.  at  Monocacy, 
[inr..  III.  o.  .April,  '111. 

'•■l.son  Ashicv,  Washington  Minute  Men. 

.•’'•I'ille  A-shfey. 

■Bn.  li.irry,  1),  111,  en.  .\iig.,  'ti2.  111.  o.  June,  'Cl. 

h.  liainber,  II,  21,  en.  '(4,  m.  o.  'til. 

“Blli.-ini  E.  Baker,  C'orp.,  I,  41,  en.  .Sept,,  'til,  dis.  Sept.,  '112, 
on  Siirg’s.  c>  rt.  of  dis.  in  1S(4,  re-en.  in  17!'th  Bat- 
ttilion. 


J.  W.  Barber,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '(4,  ni.  o.  Sejit.,  '(>4. 

G.  W.  Barber,  H,  21,  en.  .Sept.,  '<ii.  m.  o.  Je.lv,  '(in  (8  mos.'i. 
W.  H.  Barber,  B,  21  (sein  ed  8 mos.i,  H,  21  |8  vrs.),  m.  o.  as 
Sergt.,  Julv,  'til. 

J.  M.  Barber,  fl,  21,  en.  .Sept.,  'til,  caj).  at  Chickamauga,  dis. 
for  dis.  Nov.,  '(14,  lost  a leg. 

Thc.imas  Bayliss,  W.  M.  .M.,  and  B,  144,  .May. '84,  to  .Aug., '64. 
Elias  E.  Benn,  W.  M.  M.,  aiul  B,  144,  en.  Mav,  '64,  m.  o. 
-\iig.,  '64,  wounded. 

Wm.  Benn,  B.  144,  en.  .Mav,  '64,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '64. 

Ed.  B.  Bever.stock,  G,  1,  E.  .A.,  en.  .Aug.,  '62,  m.  o,  Iiine,  'til. 
A'eteran. 

Silas  Beversiock,  W.  M.  M.,  aiul  144,  en.  B,  144,  Ma\-,  '64, 
m.  o.  as  Corp.  .A-Ug.,  '64. 

■Abner  Black,  G,  1.  L.  .Art.,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June.  '61. 
Calvin  Black,  K,  67,  en.  Nov.,  'til,  liis.  for  riis.  .Xug.,  '62, 
Robi.-ri  Black,  H,  21,  and  E,  67,  en.  Get..  '61,  tr.  trom  C,  62, 
Sejit.,  '61,  III.  o.  Dec.,  'til. 

Wm.  Black,  W.  M.  ,M.  and  E,  sfl,  June,  '68.  in.  o.  as  Serg’t.. 

Feb.,  '64,  ser\  e-d  in  4 .Minn.  Inf.,,  in  '61. 

Wm.  G.  Black,  A\’.  M.  M.  and  G.,  B.i  Cav.,  en.  Nov.,  'tl2,  dis. 
for  dis.  June,  '63. 

Eutlier  Black,  W.  M.  .M.,  68,  en.  .April,  '61,  B,  21.  for  8 mos.. 
in.  o.  .Aug.,  '61,  com.  Capt.  of  Co.  B,  144,  .May.  '64.  pro. 
from  First  Lieut.,  ca]j.  in  action  near  Berryville,  .Aug.. 
'*■>4,  anei  confinetl  in  Libby  prison,  m.  o.  Oct..  '64,  Capt. 
K,  181,  F‘eb.,  '61,  III.  o.  .Sept.,  '61. 

D.  C.  Biiss,  K,  67,  en.  Oct.,  '61,  w'd.  at  Ft.  \\  agner,  m.  o.  as 

Sergt.,  Sept.,  'til. 

.Anton  Boehme,  K.  67,  en.  Nov.,  'til,  tr.  R.  C.,  -Aug.,  '(>8. 
Julius  Boehme,  K,  67,  en.  .Aug..  'ti2,  m.  o.  July,  '61. 

Frederick  Hoehirie,  K,  67,  en.  Now,  '61,  died  Marcli  1 9. '62.  at 
Cumberiand,  Md. 

John  Bobel,  D,  111,  en.  .Aug.,  ti2,  m.  o.  fune,  '61. 

J, lines  Boian,  B.  21,  en.  .Aiiril,  'til,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  'til. 

Jerry  Bowers,  A,  iUO,  en.  .\ug..  '62,  cap.  at  Limestone  Stn., 
ret.  Jun<-,  '(i4,  m.  o.  June,  'til. 

W.  H.  Bowers.  A,  100,  en.  July,  '62,  caji.  at  Limestone  .Sta., 
dii-i!  in  .Anderson ville,  Slarcli  El,  'til. 

Geo.  J.  Brewster,  K,  67,  en.  Nov.  til,  killed  at  Ft.  WagtUT, 
July  '68. 

Simon  R.  Brown,  C,  144,  en.  May  2,  TT,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  (M. 
Robert  Buffnm,  H,  21,  en.  Sejit.,  'til.  participated  m .Mitcbeil 
Raid,  [>ro.  2 Lieut.  .April,  '68.  resigned  .Ma_\,  'Ii4,  re- 
ceived medal  from  Congress  in  July,  '62. 

Charles  Burkhart,  B,  144,  en.  .May,  '(i4. 

E.  II.  Burkhart,  B,  21  (ser.  8 mos.),  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  'til, 

m.  o.  July,  '61. 

George  W.  Burkliart,  B,  21,  and  G,  10  Cav..  en.  ’.s'o\.,  '62,  tr. 
to  V.  R.  C..  m.  o.  July,  'ti4. 

James  Burchstead,  H,  21.  en.  Sept.,  til,  killed  at  Cliicka- 
niauga.  Sept.  20,  '(!8. 

David  Bugli,  H,21,  en.  .Sept., 'til , wounded  at  Cbirkam.iiiga, 
died  t let.  2(i, '68. 

Jacob  Bugli,  K,  (i7,  i n.  '(i8,  killeil  at  I’etersl'iurg. 

-Alex.  Burley,  K.  tiT.  en.  Oct.,  '(>1,  dis.  for  dis.  ( >rt.,  'ti2. 

George  Burdett,  H,  21,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  died  ,\[iril  11.  ti4.  at 
Nashville. 

Lewis  Burdett,  H.21.en.  I'eti., '64,  died  .May  11, '64,  at  Gra\s- 
ville,  Ga.  . 

Jolin  M.  Butler,  11,  21,  en.  .Sejit., '61,  cap.  at  Chicknin.iin,M. 
Carlos  Burton.  1'.  Ni,  en.  lime,  tiil,  m.  o.  Feb..'(i4. 

C.  C.  Burton,  B,  144.  en.  .Mav,  (14.  m.  o.  .is  Sergt.  .\ug..  t'4. 
John  E.  Cass,  W,  M.  M. 

E.  Coen,  B.  144,  en.  M.iv,  til.  kiiled  at  Monoc.iev.  Md..  |ul\ 
9,  (it.  . ' ' ' 

Wm.  Croin,  W.  M.  M . B,  lll.eii.  M .w, '6-t,  m.  o.  .\iig., '64. 
Henry  O'liroiiinger,  B,  21  |8  mos.',  en.  .\pnl.'til.  in.  o.  . Vug. .'id 
.Miner  Cummings,  B.  141,  en.  M.i\ . '64.  m,  o.  as  c'or|i.  .Vvig..  'i4. 
Clark  Cuminiiigs,  K.  til.  en.  .Vug.,  lij.  ,ip|itd.  Corp.  J.in..  '6.::. 
.Si'igt.  Jan.. '(11.  111.  o.  June.  '61. 

Hir.iin  Cunning,  D,  111.  en.  .Vug.  ii_>,  dis.  .April  2'i,  ''i.'l,  b\ 
order  VV  ar  1 )ept..  h.u  ing  lnrr.i>h>  il  ,m  ,n  e.  pt.ible  >uli- 
siitnte. 

J.  M.  Cunning,  H,  67,  en.  (i8,  m.  o.  '61. 

laim  s 1..  Currv,  H,  21,  com.  1st  I.ient.  Sej  t., '61 . pro.  t.  .ipt. 
I )ec„  '62.' 
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WOOD  COUNT Y,  OHIO. 


'F.  \V.  Custer,*  H,21,  en.  Sept.,  'fil,  tr.  to  I'.  S.  Ca\.,  piv). 

Cnpt.,  killed  at  Little  Bit^  Horn,  Mont.,  in  IMti. 

/iba  S.  Lkivenport,  (1,  1,  L.  A.,  en.  Autt.,  Tj'i,  ni.  o.  June.  ,t'o. 
Jacob  l.'owster,  K,  liT,  en.  .Aug.,  Ti2,  dis.  lor  tlis.  Feb.  2S,  'O.'L 
John  Fay,  B,  144,  en.  .May,  '<i4,  m.  o.  Aug.,  '04.  i 

W illiam  Feather,  B,  144,  i;n.  May,  '64,  in.  o.  as  Cor.,  .\ng..’04. 
Fred  I'oote,  B,  144,  en.  May,  (i4,  m.  o.  as  Cor.,  Aug.,  '04. 

Lerov  Foote,  K,  07,  en.  t )ct.,  '01. 

Calvin  Foote,  A,  100,  en.  Aug.  o,  '02,  mu.stered  in  as  Musi- 
cian, in.  o.  June  17,  ’Ou. 

Martin  Foote,  1),  111,  en.  Aug.,  '02,  in.  o.  June,  '0.7. 

George  \V.  F oster,  K,  07,  en.  Sept.,  '02,  ni.  o.  June,  '67. 

F'rancis  F'ranklin,  1',  80,  en.June,  '03,  m.  o.  F'eb.,  'til. 

J.  S.  F'uller,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Oct.,  '02,  Sergt,,  Jan.  '03,  2 Lieut,  j 
Co.  D,  Xov.,  ’()3.  i 

.Samuel  Fuller.  ‘ 

\Vi!liam  F'uller,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Oct.,  '02,  dis.  for  dis.  Aug.  | 
17,  '03.  i 

George  F'unk,  R,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  .-\ug..  '04.  i 

Henry  F'unk,  K,  ti7,  sub.,  Xov.,  '04,  tr.  to  Co.  E,  .Sept.,  '07.  | 

Anton  Geiss,  W.  M.  M.,  en.  Co.  B,  144,  .May,  '04,  ca|).  near  : 
Berryville,  died  iti  Salisbury  prison,  Xov.  1,  '04. 

Win.  Gray,  H,  21,  en.  .Sept.,  '01,  dis.  for  dis.,  Oct.,  '02.  i 

Cyrus  Groves,  W'.  .M.  M. 

James  Groves,  B,  144,  en.  .May,  '04,  cap.  near  Berryville,  \'a., 
died  in  Salisbury  [irison,  Oct.  28,  '04. 

C.  C.  Gundy,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '01,  pro.  .Serg't.  Dec.,  '03, 

J Serg't,  A[iril,  '07,  ni.  o.  July,  'Oo,  : 

David  Gundy,  A,  lUO,  en.  July,  '02,  cap.  at  Limestone  .Sta..  i 
ret.  to  Reg't.  June,  '04,  in.  o.  June,  07.  j 

Jacob  Gundy,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  as  Corp'l,  Aug.,  '04. 
Matthew  C.  Harrington,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  in.  o.  .Aug.,  '(>4,  | 
and  G,  1,  L.  .A.,  en.  (.)ct.,  '04,  killed  at  Xashville,  Dec.  : 
10, '04. 

Hiram  Henderson,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '01,  w'd  July  0,  '04,  in.  o.  i 
July,  '07.  \ 

Wash.  Henderson,  H,  21,  Musician,  en.  Sept., '01 , dis.  for  dis..  | 

Aug.,  '02.  i 

C.,  W.  Hollis,  H,  21,  en.  Se[it.,  '61,  m.  o.  July,  '0>7. 

Ben.  L.  Huff,  B,  21,  en.  .April  23,  '01,  m.  o.  Aug.  20,  '01,  and  ' 
H,  21,  en.  F'eb.  28,  '04,  killed  Sept.  1,  '(i4,  in  battle  of  : 
Jonesboro,  Ga.  j 

Henry  Huff,  B,  21  (3  mos.),  en.  .April,  '61,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '01. 
Leonard  Husted,  H,  ti8,  en.  Xov.,  T>1,  ni.  o.  Xov.,  '0)4. 

Harvey  Husted,  H,  21,  served  until  killed  in  the  battle  of 
.Stone  River. 

Philander  Flusted. 

Richard  Ingraham,  B,  144,  en.  .May,  '04,  m.  o.  as  1st  Sergt. 

Aug.,  '04.  I 

Geo.  Inman,  D,  111,  en.  Aug.. '62,  wounded  at  F'ranklin, died 
Dec.  24,  '04.  _ i 

Xorman  Inman,  1),  111,  en.  .Aug.,  '02,  m.  o.  June,  '07. 

F'.van  James,  K,  07,  en.  .Aug.,  '02,  m.  o.  June.  't)7. 

Christ.  Jeffers,  K,  0>7,  en.  Xov.,  '01,  tr.  A.  R.  C.  .\ug.,  '(2{. 
Fldwanl  Jeffers,  K,  07,  en.  Xov.,  '01,  Wagoner,  [iro.  Coni.- 
Sergt.  Veteran. 

Jacob  Jeffers,  A,  lOU,  on.  July, '02,  m.o.  as  Mtisician,  June,  '<>7. 
James  Jeffers,  K,  07,  en.  F'eb.,  '04,  dis.  .Aug..  07. 

Marvin  Jeffers,  K,  ti7,  en.  Nov., '01,  killed  at  F'ori  Wagner, 
July  18,  '03. 

Wm.  Jefft.TS,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  04,  under  name 
Jefferies. 

Wm.  Johnson,  G,  Bi  Cav.,  en.  Jan.,  04.  i 

Climent  Jones,  G,  lU  Cav  .,  en.  Oct.,  '03,  ni.  o.  July,  T'7. 

Elijah  Jones,  B,  144,  en.  .May, '04,  ca[i.  at  .Mouocacy,  July  9,  : 
'04,  par..  111.  o.  .April,  'il7.  ; 

Wm.  F‘.  Jones.  G,  Hi  Cav  .,  en.  Jan.  '<'i3,  tr.  V.  R.  C.,  m.  o.  1 
Aug.,  '07.  j 

A.  J.  Ketchum,  W.  M.  M.,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '04,  Musician  un-  ! 
til  111.  o.  Aug.,  '04. 

E.  C.  Ketchum,  K,  07  (eu.  B,  21 , 3 mos. i.  en,  ti7,  Oct., '01 , pro. 
Com. -.Sergt.  Veteran. 


* T.  W Custer  w.is  a brother  of  Oen.  Custer.  Tlu  Custei  family  ^ 
resided  for  a time  ot»  a farm  in  W'ood  countv,  arnl  it  is  stated  bv  C'.ipi. 
Mawer,  of  Washirn?ton  townsfiip.  i1m(  the  (ietieral.  thtfn  a sinjtle  man. 
was  a tinaliho*)  voter  of  Wasliir.Kton  town->hip.  home  on  a (ur  \ 

lou^fi  dm ing  tlie  iamil>  s t csidence  here. 


A.  L Kline,  K,  07.  en.  t')ct.,  '01,  wounded  at  Fort  Wagner, 
again  at  W'ier  Bottom  Creek,  Va.,  m.  o Sept  , '(,i7. 
Veter, m. 

W.  H.  Kline,  A.  100,  en.  .Aug,,  'Ii2,  m.  o.  June',  '0.7. 

A.  D.  Kiuler,  Cr,  1,  L.  .A.,  en.  F'eli.,  '04,  m.  o.  -Aug.,  '07. 

Geo.  Kuder,  W.  M.  M. 

Geo.  S.  Kuder,  G,  1,  L.  A.,  en.  Feb..  '(i4,  m.  o.  -Vug.,  T.7. 

Josiah  H.  Kuder,  W.  .M.  M.,  B,  144,  en.  May, '04,  m.  o.  ,->s 
.Sergt.,  Aug.,  '04. 

.Vnierzo  Krill,  FI,  21,  en.  .Vug.,  'til,  died  in  -Andersonvdie 
prison. 

Anton  Longside,  K,  07,  en.  -Vug.,  '02,  ni.  o.  June,  'fi7. 

Comfort  M.  Lewis,  G,  1,  L.  .A.,  en.  ( )ct., '07. 

Charles  .A.  Lewis,  F'..  7,  O.  V.  L,  Corp.,  en.  June,  '<>1,  dis.  at 
Charleston,  W'.  Va.,  Oct.  21,  •’!,  on  Surg's.  cert, 

of  dis. 

Geo.  WL  Lewis,  F),  111,  en.  -Vug.,  '<>2,  pro.  2nd  Lieut.  Co.  H. 
F eb..  '03,  dis.  for  dis.  Xov.,  'ti3. 

Raljih  Love,  B,  144,  en.  .May,  '04.  m.  o.  .Vug.,  'ti4. 

F’rban  Love,  Ft,  144,  en.  May,  'li4,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  '04. 

John  L.  McColley,  .A,  lOU,  eti.  .Vug.,  '()2,  in.  o.  as  Corporal, 
May,  '(i4,  transfi'rred  lo  1’.  .S.  Xavy,  .May,  '04.  dis.  on 
account  of  disability,  .April,  '07. 

R.  L.  McColley,  B.  144,  and  W.  .M.  M.,  en.  May,  '04,  ni.  o. 
Aug.,  '64. 

-Alex.  -McCombs,  G,  L L.  A.,  en.  Jiilv,  'il2,  m.  o.  June,  07. 

-Arch  McCombs,  W.  .M.  .M. 

Jacob  -McCombs.  H,  21,  en.  Sept.,  '01,  died  Sept.  11,  03,  at 
Xashville. 

John  McCombs,  B,  144,  en.  May,  '04.  cap.  near  Berrvville, 
died  in  .Salisbury  prison,  Xov.  22,  'tl4. 

-A.  |.  Masi'n,  --V,  B.HJ,  en.  Julv,  '<''2,  liis.  for  ilis.  Sept.  29,  '03. 

W.'H.  Mason,  W.  M.  .M. 

David  Murdock,  K,  07,  en.  -Aug.,  '02,  wounded  at  Winches- 
ter, Va.,  m.  o.  at  close. 

Thomas  Mawer,  B,  21,  en.  -Vpril  23,  '01.  ni.  o.  -Aug.  12,  'til. 
A,  B.tO,  en.  July  17,  '02,  com.  1st  Lieut.  .March  13,  'ti3, 
from  2nd  Lieut.,  cap.  .Sept.  8,  '03,  in  action  at  Lime- 
stone Station,  'Fenn,,  pro.  cap.  Jan.  2,  '07,  ni.  o.  June 
20,  '07. 

Geo.  Mawer,  Cor[).,  D,  1 1 1,  en.  .Vug.  8, '62,  died  Jan.  7.  'O.'l, 
at  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Martin  V.  Moore,  .A,  KiO,  cn.  July,  'Ii2,  in.  o.  '07. 

Selah  Moore,  D,  111,  en.  .Vug.,  02,  in.  o.  '('7. 

Caleli  Xorth,  W.  M.  M.  ( Fhen  in  his  70th  year). 

Caleb  Xorth,  Jr.,  Xew  Vork  regiment,  killed  at  F'ort  W agner. 

Harrison  Xortti.  B,  21,  and  K,  07,  en.  Dec.  'lil.  w'd.  at  Ft. 
Wagner,  m.  o.  Jan.  07. 

John  Patterson,  G.  B)  C.iv..  en.  Jan.,  '0>3. 

R.  L.  Patterson,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  (Jet.,  '02,  tr.  V.  R.  C.,  m.  o. 
July,  '0'7. 

Andrew  Pennock.  F.  80,  en.  June.  '*>3.  'lis.  for  dis.  -Aug.,  '03. 

Bernard  Phillips,  W.  M.  M.,  B,  144,  cn.  .Mav,  'til.  cap.  .it 
Monocacy.  [lar.  m.  o.  .April.  't>7. 

John  F’hillips,  G,  P)  C.iv.,  en.  l)ec.,  fvl.  m.o.  Julv,  '(>7. 

John  i’hillips,  B,  144,  en.  .M.iy,  '04,  cap.  ne.ir  Berryv  die. 

-Amos  -A.  Phillips.  I,  HI.  en.  .'Vug.,  '<>2,  m.  o.  June.  '(!7. 

William  Poyer,  \V.  M . M .,  and  B,  144,  eu.  .Mav,  tM.  in.  o. 
Aug., ''0)4. 

Is.iac  Price,  B,  144.  en.  .M.iy,  '04,  cap.  near  Berryv  ille.  died 
Xov.  28,  '04.  in  .S.dislnirv  [irison. 

Lewis  Raymond,  W.  M.  M..  and  B.  144,  en.  M.iv.  iM.  in.  o.  .is 
Corp.  -Aiig..  'i'4. 

('leorge  H.  Rec-tl,  H.  21.  en.  Sept.,  lil.  caj).  at  Chickam.uig.i, 
died  .Vug.  14,  '0)4,  in  .Vmh  rsonville. 

John  C.  Reed,  F , 8ti,  en.  June,  tiii,  m.  o F'eb..  '0.4,  B,  144. 
Mav,  '04,  to  .Vug.,  '1)4.  * 

John  O.  Reedy,  W.  MM, 

Jabez  Reynold,  B,  1 14,  en.  .M.iy.  til,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  't'>4. 

William  B.  Iveynolds,  W . M.  M.,  .ind  B.  141,  en.  M.iv,  ii4, 
m.  o.  .Vii'g.,  li-l. 

W illi. un  Rite,  ( I.  1"  C.iv  . en.  J.in.,  04.  in.  d.  lulv.  'i')7. 

I.  V.  Kulgew.iv,  W.  .M . \L.  B.  114.  en.  .M.iv  , til,  m.  o.  .i< 
.Sergt,.  .Vug..  ''1. 

llir.im  Kigg.  B,  21  (.servetl  i!  nios.i,  en.  11.  21.  I t-b.,  ill,  died 
Inly  27,  til,  in  .Vndersunv  die, 

Joseph  Rigg,  W.  M.  M. 
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VrOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Truman  Rigg,  H,  -1.  cii.  Tub.,  ’I54,  m.  o.  July,  '(j-j. 

Silas  T-  Robinson,  W'.  M.  M. 

H.  Riuld,  \V  M.  M. 

Josephus  Russell,  A,  18'2,  en.  Aug.,  '<'4,  m.  o.  Jul\. 

.Ans(>n  D.  Scott,  B,  144,  en.  .^iay,  '1)4,  m.  o.  as  Cor.,  Aug.,  ’(14. 

James  T.  Skinner,  F,8(>,  en.  June,  '(>!>,  m.  o.  as  Cor.,  Feb.,  ’ti  l. 

|.  S.  Skinner,  B,  144,  en.  May,  ’(14,  m.  o.  .\ug.,  (14. 

N'.  H.  Smith,  \V.  M.  M. 

'I’homas  Smith,  said  to  have  served  in  Ca\  alry. 

James  H.  .Soash,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.  2,  ’(il,  rn.  o.  Sept.  111.  ’(14. 

John  F.  Soash,  B,  144,  en.  May  2,  ’(14,  m.  f).  ()ct.  d,  ’(’>4,  cap. 
Jidy  0,  ’(14,  at  battle  of  Monocacy,  Md.,  and  confined 
at  Danville,  Va.,  par.  Sept.  12,  ’(14. 

Leander  Springer,  H,  21 , en.  .Sefit,,  ’(11,  died  at  Cincinnati, 
Nov.  25, ’01. 

G.  Sipiires,  \V.  M.  M. 

Joab  Sijuire,  Jr.,  H,  21,  com.  2d  Lieut.  .Scpit.,  ’(11,  resigneil 
March,  ’02,  com.  Ca[)t.  Co.  F,  SO,  July,  ’(Id,  m.  o. 
Feb.,  ’04. 

Thomas  Stone,  B,  144,  en.  May  2,  ’04,  cap>.  .Aug.  Id,  ’04,  in 
action  near  Berryville,  \’a.,  m.o.  Dec.  1,  ’04. 

Charles  Thomas,  injured  in  wreck  near  I’errysburg,  Ohio, 
Sept.  22,  ’Od. 

Julius  C.  Thomas,  G,  1,  I..  A.  (en.  in  B.  21,  d mos.),  en.  July, 
’02,  m.  o.  June,  ’05. 

Charles  Tompkins,  G,  1,  L.  A.,  en.  Oct., ’(>4,  m.  o.  July, ’05. 

Joseph  Todd,  H,  21,  en.  Sept., ’01,  dis.  Dec., '04. 

John  L.  Tuttle,  F,  80,  en.  July,  ’Od,  m.  u.  Feb.,  '04. 

Franklin  Tyler,  B,  144,  en.  .May, ’04,  m.  o.  .Aug., '04. 

George  H.  \’an  Blarcum,  D,  111,  com.  1st  Lieut.  .Aug., '02, 
[iro.  Capt.  March,  ’04,  w’d  near  .Stone  Mt.,  dis.  for  dis. 
Feb.,  ’05. 

Isaac  Van  \’a!kenberg,  H,  21,  en.  .Sept.,  ’01,  m.  o.  July,  ’05. 

Peter  H.  Van  \’alkenberg.  Navy. 

William  S.  \'an  \'alk(*nberg,  Xavy. 

Reuben  \’an  Tassel,  H,  21,  en.  Sept., '01,  m.o.  Iuly,’05. 

LeRoy  \’an  Tassel,  B,  144,  en.  May,  ’04,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '04. 

L.  T.  V'^an  '.['asscl.  A,  10(J,  en.  .\ug.,’02,  m.  o.  lune,  05. 

Silas  Van  Tassel,  2 Cal.  Cav.,  en,  '02,  m.  o.  '05. 

Fdliot  M.  Warner,  B,  144,  en.  May  2,  '04,  m.o.  with  Co.  Aug. 
31, ’(’.4. 

Liberty  "iVarner,  H,  21,  en.  Sept.  2,  '01,  killed  in  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  Ga.,  Sept.  20,  ’(id. 

George  L.  Warner,  B,  144,  en.  May  2,  ’04,  m.  o.  .Aug.  31,  ’04. 

Ira  Ward,  H,  21,  en.  .Sept.  2,  ’01,  cap.  Sept.  20,  ’Od,  at  battle 
of  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  died  in  Rebel  ])rison  at  An- 
dersonville,  Ga.,  Oct.  0,  '04. 

C.  C.  Whitmore,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  X’ov.,  02.  rn,  o.  Julv, ’05. 

Wm.  W.  Wicoft,  G,  10  Cav.,  en.  Oct.,  ’02,  dieil  .Aug.  4,  ’03, 
at  Cincinnati. 

F.nimet  B.  Wblliams,  B,  144,  May,  ’04,  to  -Aug.,  ’04,  and  L. 
Art.,  ’04  to  ’05. 

Daniel  Williams,  G,  1,  L.  A.,  en.  .Aug.,  ’02.  m.  o.  June,  ’(>5. 

Anton  Williams,  K,  01,  en.  .\ug.,  ’02,  trans’d  to  K,  .^ept.  1,  05, 
while  absent  in  \'.  1^..  C.,  dis.  May  dd,  ’05,  on  .Surg’s 
cert,  of  dis.,  Co.  D,  10th  Reg’t,  \'.  R.  C. 

Lrnst  Williams,  F,  80,  en.  June,  ’03,  m.  o.  Feb.,  ’04. 

Hiram  West,  W.  M.  .M.  and  144,  en.  as  John  Haight. 

John  R.  Wood,  Washington  Minute  .'vien. 

W.  H.  W'ooti,  I),  HI.  en.  .Aug.,  ’('2,  m.  o.  June  27.  ’05. 

^\’alter  Wood,  F,  80,  from  June,  ’03,  to  Feb.,  ’04,  and  B,  144. 
en.  May.  ’(>4,  cap.  near  Berryville.  died  in  Salisbury 
firison,  Nov.  18,  ’04. 

Samuel  Wooley,  tl,  ’07,  en.  Nov.,  ’03,  died  at  Jones  Neck 
Hosp.,  Aug.,  ’04. 

\\  III.  Wooley,  W.  .M,  M..  B,  144,  en.  May, ’04,  m.o.  as  Corp’l, 
Aug.,  ’04. 

(•scar  ,M . \Vorden,  B,  144,  en.  M.iy,  ’01,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  ’04. 

!••  W.  Wright,  G,  I,  L.  \.,  en.  July,  ’02.  m.  o.  June.  ’(>5. 

I'-rastus  H.  Wright,  B.  21  id  mos.i,  en.  .April,  ’01,  m.  o.  .Vug.,  (il. 

Joseph  Young,  G,  lO  Cav.,  en.  j,in.,  ’03. 

WHliSTER  TOWNSHID. 

The  ro.ster  and  reermi  of  troops  furnished  b}’ 
Welister  township  to  the  Federal  army  between 


April  15,  1S61,  and  the  close  of  the  war  of  the 
I Rebellion,  were  compiled  by  Capt.  S.  S.  Can- 
held,  Robert  Davidson,  R.  H.  Householder  and 
other  veterans  of  Scotch  Ridj^e.  To  their  work 
: a few  additions  were  made. 

; George  \\L  Altman,  G,  180,  en.  Feb.  11,  '05,  m.  o.  .Sept.  ’05, 

I Martin  W.  Altman.  L,2  H.  .Art.,  en.  July,  ’03,  died  at  Kno.\- 
j vide,  'I’enn.,  Jan.  11,  ’(i5, 

i .Alvin  C.  Austin,  144,  en.  May  2,  ’04,  m.  o.  with  Co.  k'.  .Aug.  24, 
’()4,  injured  in  wreck  .Sept.  22,  ’03. 

' Rufus  F.  .Austin,  F',  144,  en.  .Nlay  2,  ’04.  m.  o.  with  Cu.  .Aug. 

I 24,  ’04,  injured  in  wreck  near  Perrysburg,  ’Ud. 

i Daniel  Anderson,  B,  111,  en.  ’02,  cap.  near  Lenoir.  Tenn,, 
’63,  died  in  Andersonville  June  8,  ’04. 

James  Banks,  — , 21,  term  expired  .bejit.  22,  ’04,  three  years. 

I Norman  Brewster,  C,  3 Cav.,  1st  Lieut.  June  7,  ’02,  served 
j from  ’01  to  1 >ec.,  ’04, 

.Alanson  Bushnell,  F',  144,  m.  o.  with  Co.  F'  in  ’04;  injured 
in  wreck  Sept.  22,  ’03. 

Samuel  Burke,  --,21,  mus.  -Aug.  24,  ’01,  killed  at  .Stone  River 
I Jan.  1.  ’03. 

•Anthonv  Burns.  .A,  1(30,  .Aug.  3,  ’02.  died  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Ky., 
Jat. . 0,  ’03. 

Henry  Biddle,  3 Cav.  and  C,  144.  in  latter  May  to  .Aug..  ’04. 
and  K,  11 1 ; injured  in  wreck  near  Perrysburg.  Sept.,  ’0-3. 

I Sidney  Biddle,  L,  3 Cav..  Sept.,  ’01,  to  (.let..  ’04. 
i Noah  Bradlev,  injured  m wreck  near  Perrysburg  Seiit.  22. ’03. 

; James  M.  Biddle,  FF,  3 Cav.,  Sejit.,  '01,  to  Oct.,  (>4. 

; Silas  S.  Canfield,  K,  21  ().  V.  L,  C.apt.  Sept.  19,  01.  cap.  a': 
i Chickamauga,  dis.  Api  il  1,  05. 

i George  S.  Canfield.  — , 21,  M usician,  dis.  for  dis.  Jan.  10,  '04. 
j Willard  Caryl,  — , 21,  served  as  .Musician  from  muster-in  to 
I March  17,  ’02,  dis.  for  dis. 

' F'reeborn  H.  Caryl,  — , 1(30,  served  from  July  20,  ’02,  to  .Aug.  1, 
i ’64,  when  he  was  recorded  as  absent  on  duty. 

.Alonzo  Caryl. 

William  Colvin,  K,  21,  en.  F'eb.  18,  ’04,  absent,  sick,  m.  o. 
July  25,  ’05. 

Lucius  Carey,  — , 21,  en.  .Aug.  24,  ’01.  died  Jan.  9,  ’(>2,  in  Wood 
county. 

Henry  Clements,  — , 21,  dis.  for  dis.  L)ec.  2,  ’02. 

' William  Cornwell. 

I Robert  S.  Davidson.  H,  07,  en.  (9ct.  22,  ’01,  w’d.  at  F'ort 
Wagner,  S.  C.,  July  18,  03,  and  .May  9,  ’04.  at  Chester 
Sta.,  \’a.,  m.  o.  Dec.  7,  ’05. 

Robert  M.  Davidson.  I.  144.  May,  ’04,  to  .Aug.  31,  ’(>4,  in- 
! jured  in  wreck  near  F’erryshurg,  .Sept.,  ’03. 

, Thomas  S.  Davidson,  K,  21,  .Aug.,  dl,  cap  in  ’H3.  at  Chicka- 
mauga. died  in  .Andersonville,  .Aug.  5,  ’04. 

I William  W.  Dunipace,  D,  80,  en.  June  30.  '(’>3,  m.  o.  with  Co. 
i F'eb.  10,  ’04. 

John  Dunipace,  I.  144,  en.  .May  2, ’04,  ajip.  Corpl.  ?day  1 1, ’04; 
cap.  .Aug.  13,  ’04,  in  action,  near  Berryville,  Va.,  m.  o. 

’ Sept.  7,  ’04. 

George  FJggleston,  10(3,  en.  July,  ’02,  liied  at  Covington, 
Ky..  Oct.  13,  ’02. 

James  A.  F'orrest,  K,  21,  en.  .Sept.  10,  ’01,  dis.  June  21,  '05. 
for  wounds  rec'd.  in  action. 

James  F'orrest.  K,  21,  en.  Sept.  10,  ’01,  killed  May  31.  ('4. 
j near  Kenesaw  Mountain. 

' Thomas  F'orrest,  K,  21,  en.  .Aug.  25.  ’02,  cap.  at  Chicka- 
mauga, viis.  June  5,  05. 

I Robert  F'orrest,  - .21. 

! John  S.  F Orrest,  K,  21,  en.  .Aug.  24,  01.  dis.  tor  dis.  lune.  '>2. 

I William  F Orrest,  Fv,  21,  en.  .Vug.  24.  ’01,  ilied  in  .Vniierson- 
I ville.  Sept.  7,  ’(’4. 

.Vlexander  F’orrest,  K.  21,  en.  Sept,  10,  ’01.  m.  o.  July  2o,  O.i, 
William  R.  Forrest,  K,  21.  en.  .Vug.  24.  ’(>1.  c.ip.  at 
i Chickamauga,  m.  o.  Jan.  24,  ’05. 

Robert  F’orr<  st,  K.  21,  en.  Se[>t,  10,  I'l!.  cor.  ’05,  m.  o.  July 
25,  d.'i  ( son  of  John  1. 

Henrv  .A.  F ox,  K,  21.  i ii,  .Sept.  Id.  01.  m.  o.  JuU  2o,  u.>. 
lohn  F'o\.  |r  . 4lh  ,Mu  h.  t'.iv., 

t,  h.irles  V\  F lower>.  K.  21 . en.  Sept.  10,  ’01,  w d.  at  lone"^- 
boro,  G.I.,  ir,  to  V . R.  C.,  Jan.  1,  '>5. 
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I 

Win.  J.  l-'i'iiton,  iniurod  in  wn.-rk  near  rnrrysbiirg.  Sept.  22, 
’ti.'),  while  I'll  rniih  to  caniji. 

William  h'enton,  A,  114,  served  until  m,  o.  of  command. 

lohn  W.  Fenton,  !,  144,  May  2 to  .\ug.  ol,  'fi4. 

’lliomas  Finlay.  K,  21,  en.  Sept.  Ul,  Ml.  w’d  at  Jonesboro, 
Ga.,  m.  o.  July  2o,  Mo. 

John  F'reeman,  1}  Cav.,  recruit  of  March.  ’<14.  sent  to  reg't.  in 
A|)ril. 

George  Greiner,  F,.‘»Ca\'..  Farrier,  en.  F'eb.. '<.')4,  m.  o.  Aug.  ’tio. 

John  Greiner.  C,  d Cav.,  Wagoner,  .Aug.,  't'd,  to  Oct.  7,  'Il4,  cap. 
Oct.  17,  '<12,  paroled. 

George  W.  Garner,  1',  144,  Corp.,  May  to  .\ug.,  '<14. 

Adam  Hinds,  K,  21,  en.  .Se|)t.  1(1,  '111,  wounded  in  S.  Carolina, 
Corp,  m.  o.  luly  2o,  ’<>5. 

Robert  11.  1 lou.seholder,  I,  21,  en.  .Ma\',  ’(.H,  and  in  .\,  1<)(J, 
July,  Y)2,  ca[>.  f'eiit.  8,  '<ld,  at  i.iniestone  Station, 
escaped  from  .Anderson vilk-;  m.  o.  with  Keg. 

Samuel  P.  Flathaway,  K,  21,  en.  l eb.  22,  '(>4,  capturetl  at  | 
battle  of  llentonvdie,  X.  C.,  .March  lb,  '(.15,  m.  o.  June 
f),  '65,  re.-en.  in  F'.  S.  A.  in  '(><!,  and  for  2 yrs.  was  sta- 
tioned at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  I't.  Randall  and  Ft.  Sully, 
dis,  in  '6b. 

John  Hathaway,  FI,  144,  May  2 to  Aug.  24.  '64,  injured  in 
wreck  near  Perrysburg,  Sept.  22,  ’<12. 

Lewis  Householder,  F,  144,  Corp.,  .May  to  Aug.,  '<14. 

Adam  M.  Householder,  L,  2nd  H.  A.,  en.  July, '62.  m.  o. 
Aug.,  '65. 

Arthur  Householder,  K.tth  Cavedry. 

John  W.  Householder,!;,  10  Cav.,  en.  < >ct., ’<12,  m.  o.  July, '65, 

Alfred  Householder,  2nd  14.  A.,  Pat.  L.  en.  '<12.  served  until 
Aug.,  '65. 

George  \V‘.  Hathaway,  K.  21,  en.  Sejit.  P.i,  '61,  Sergt.  in  '64, 
reduced  '65,  ni.  o.  July  25,  '65. 

Isaac  AL  Hathaway,  K,  21,  en.  Seiit.  10,  '61,  killed  near  Ken- 
esaw  Mountain,  Ga.,  May  21,  '64. 

Homer  Hart,  2nd  H.  A.  (.-A  deaf  and  dumb  man.) 

James  'F.  Inman,  K,  21,  Sergt.,  en.  Se[>t.,  '61,  died  of  wounds 
recti,  at  Atlanta,  ()ct.  1,  '64. 

Abraham  Jollev,  injured  in  wreck  near  Perrvsburg.  Sept. 
22,  '62. 

Abel  Jolley,  I,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  cap.  at  Monocacy,  died  in 
Danville  prison,  Jan.  4,  '65. 

Jesse  S.  Jolley,  F,  144,  en.  May,  '64,  m.  o.  Aug..  '64. 

(leorge  W.  Jolley,  K,  21,  Cor.,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  cap.  at  Chicka- 
mauga.died  in  .Andersonville,  Aug.  15,  '<>4. 

John  l,avman,  I,  111,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.o.  with  Companv,  June 
‘27,  '65. 

Henry  I.ong. 

George  C.  Long,  said  to  have  served  in  artillery  regt. 

George  I.ong,  I,  144,  May  to  Aug.,  'ti4. 

David  X’.  Loomis,  K,  21,  .Sergt.,  en.  Aug.  24,  '61,  killed  at 
Stone  River,  Dec.  21.  '62. 

Thomas  J.  I,ee,  D,  111,  served  from  Aug.,  '62,  to  June.  '65. 

Alpheus  C.  McIntyre,  R,  21,  1 Sergt.,  en.  .Sept.,  'td,  killeti 
near  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Ga.,  .May  21,  '64. 

Clement  McDonald. 

David  .Main,  F',  144,  served  full  term,  as  Sergeant. 

George  McFall,  K, ‘22,  en.  Aug.  24,  '<d.  died  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  Dec.  22,  '61. 

John  Muir,  Sr.,  L,  2 Cav.,  ser.  Sejit.,  '61,  to  Oct..  '<>4. 

John  Muir,  Jr.  (son  of  .Sam.),  — , 1<«(,  died  on  board  prison 
ship,  and  buried  in  the  sea  opposite  Port  Royal. 

William  .Muir,  F,  144,  M.iy  to  Aug.,  '64. 

John  D.  Muir,  K,‘21,en.  .\e.g.,  ’<11,  dis.  J.m..  '62,  coin’d.  .Sejit., 
'62,  2 Lieut.  G,  64  llatt'ln.,  injured  Sept., '62,  m K,  R. 
wreck,  while  i n rmi/e  Om  charge  of  C'o.i  to  FoU-do.  ( )., 
transf'd  to  F,  144,  2 Lieut.,  m.  o.  .\ug  . '<'4. 

James  H.  .Muir,  K, 21 . en.  .\ug.,  '<>1 , tr.  to  \ . R.  C.,  < >ct.  2b,  '62. 

F rederick  Nemeyer,  L,  2 Cav.,  en.  .Sept.,  '<>1,  m.  o.  .\ug.,  'tio. 

William  .X'emeyer,  Illinois  regiment. 

.-Andrew  (>nlwav,  K,  ‘21,  en.  .Sept  , Ml.  died  at  .-Athens,  .Ala., 
June  lb,  ’<'i'2. 

Henry  Pembi-r,  K,  21,  i n.  .Aug.,  '<>1,  m.  o.  Sept..  '<'d. 

Homer  Pember,  K,  ‘Jl,  en,  .Sept,,  '<''2,  dis.  lor  ills.  .April  2b,  62. 

James  Pember,  l\, ‘21 , en.  .Aug.,  <>2,  died  .it  L mcinn.iti,  (fhio, 
March  1 1,  <i2. 

John  \V  . Pember.  en.  Sept., 'til,  m.o.  July, '65,  ) 


F'.  X’.  Pember,  FI,  144,  M.iy  to  .-August,  '(if. 

F'reem-an  Pemb.cr,  injured  in  u reck  ne.ir  P<  la  ysburg,  .Seju. 
‘2'2,  '62. 

John  Priest,  F,  144,  May  to  August,  '64. 

Richard  Priest,  D,  111,  en.  .-Aug.  12, 'ti‘2,  m.  o.  with  Co.  June 
27,  65. 

William  Pliilo,  , 144,  killed  in  wreck  on  C.  H.  X D.,  Sejii. 
‘22,  ’6.‘!. 

.-As.diel  Philo,  , 144,  not  mustered  in,  injured  in  wreck. 
.Sept.,  '62. 

W.  C.  Pliilo,  C,  12,  and  D.  11,  injured  at  Cotton  Hill,  A'.u, 
]une  21,  ’*'4. 

Jiimes  Place,  10  'Cav.,  and  K,  84;  served  first  in  the  '^4th  and 
then  as  Blacksmith  in  Ibth  Cav.  until  '<>5. 

Charles  Robinson,  2 Cav.,  served  2 vears  until  dis. 

Charles  Ransford,  K,  21,  en.  .-Aug., '<>1,  dis,  for  dis.  F tb.  2b,  M.'l. 

.Archibald  Reid,  D,  72,  en.  X'm,  .,  '61.  Corp.  Jan.,  '62.  next 
-Sergt.,  m.  o.  .Sept., '65,  formerly  in  1,  21  |2  mos.i,  died 
at  home  in  '65. 

James  Reid,  72,  and  1,  21  (2  mos.i,  en.  .Ajiril,  '<d,  m.  o. 
.-Aug.,  ’61,  dietl. 

Robert  Reid. 

William  Reid,  F.  21,  en.  .Aug.,  '<i‘2,  m.  o.  June,  '<>5. 

Leonard  Snider,  F,  144,  Mav  to  Aug., '64. 

John  Scott,  killed  in  wreck  near  Perrt  sbuig,  ( )lno,  Sepr.  22. 
'62,  while  in  runtr  to  cam[). 

William  Scott,  2>  Ca\-.,  killeti  in  (.'.  H.  tX  1).  wreck. 

William  Scott,  L.  2 Cav.,  died  in  prison  at  Macon,  (la.,  iulv 
21, '62. 

George  .Scott,  L,  2 Cav.,  full  term,  formerly  1.  21  (•')  mos.), 

Levi  .Scott,  in  the  lb(j-days'  service  as  sub. 

Darius  Scott,  K 21,  en.  .-Aug., '61,  cap.  at  (fhickamauga.  died 
in  Danville  [>rison,  F'eb.  1 64. 

John  T.  Stewart,  FI,  144,  Corp.  .May  to  .Aug.,  '64. 

James  Stewart,  K,  21,  en.  Aug.,  '61,  sen-ed  until  July,  '65, 

Hugh  Stewart,  1,  144,  en.  .May, '<'4,  c;ip.  in  action  near  Bury- 
ville,  \'a.,  Aug.  12,  '64,  m.  o.  .Sejit.  7,  '64. 

Robert  I).  .Stewart,  D,  8l>.  June  2b,  '62,  to  F'eb.  lb,  '<>4. 

Robert  Stewart,  ~,  2b,  en.  .-Aug.,  '64.  sub.,  died  on  David's 
Island,  X.  V.,  Marclt  4.  '<i5. 

John  FL  Stewart,  F,  144,  en.  May,  '<4,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  '<14. 

( David  Shanks.  1,  144,  en.  .Mav  2,  '64,  w 'd  in  action  near  Ber- 
ryville,  \'a.,  .-Aug.  12,  <14,  m.  o.  .Aug.,  64. 

John  Shanks,  I,  144. 

AA'illiam  Shanks,  K,21,  en.  .Aug.  24.  '61,  killed  in  battle  of 
I Chickamauga,  Ga..  .Sept.  2<1,  <12. 

, Thomas  .Shanks,  FC  144.  en.  .May,  '64,  m.  o.  .-Aug..  <4. 

. George  .Shanks,  K.  21,  Cor.,  en.  .Aug.  24.  <11.  died  Sept.  22, 
'62,  of  wounds  rcc.  in  battle  of  Chickamauga.  .S-.-pi. 
2(.(,  '62. 

John  Smith,  I,  144,  .M.iy  to  .Aug.,  '<4. 
j Isaac  .Smith.  F',  144,  en.  May  2.  '64,  m.  (>.  .Aug  24.  ’<4. 

' Julius  .Stocking.  K.  21,  en.  .'Aug.,  '61.  dis.  for  dis.  June 2,  '(i2. 

; Jacob  Siptle,  L,  2 Cav.,  died  of  rlisease  M.iy  15, '<12,  .it  Camp 
I Dennison. 

i .Augustus  Siptle,  K,  2 Cav,,  seiwed  from  March,  '<'4,  to  .Aug..  <'o. 

Thomas  J.  Stillwell,  K,  21,  (.  n.  .-Aug.,  <12.  tr.  to  A".  R.C.,  .April 
lb,  '64,  died  In  b5. 

1.  K.  .Seaman,  I,  21.  C'.i[)t.,2  months. 

James  Tavlor,  F.  2 C.ii .,  l.im.  <i4,  to  July,  <15.  tornu-rly  on 
three-months'  ser ice. 

John  Taylor,  I).  Ill,  .Aug.,  '62,  to  June  <15, 

.‘Aaron  Thompson.  K.  21,  en.  .Aug.,  Ml.  dis.  .Sept.,  t'2.  on 
.Surg's  cert,  of  d.is. 

Isaac  Taylor,  B,  21,  en.  .Aug.,  <11,  m.  o.  .Sept.  IS.  <4.  at  .At- 
lanta, G.i. 

William  W eddell,  K,2L  en.  .Aug.  2('.  Md.  dis.  J.in.  M2,  on 
Surg’s  cert,  of  ihX. 

George  Weddell,  1),  S<1.  en. '<4,  and  .igain  in  t.’o.  1.  144.  jiro 
1st  Lieut.,  cap.  at  ,Monocac\.  di^.  l eb.,  ’<>5. 

John  AA'ilson,  F,  114,  Mav  2.  <4,  to  .Aug.  24.  ’<il 

William  Wilson,  I.  Ml,  May  to  .Am.,,,  I'd.  iniuied  m w la-i  k 
near  Pei  iw  sbui  g,  ^epl.  22.  I'M. 

Limes  W alki  r,  , ‘II 

Jesse  AA’.ilk.  r,  K,21.  S'-igt..  Sept.  |b.  <d.  ills.  JuU,  '<>5. 

tieorge  /.immerm.in,  K,21,eii.  .Aug.,  <11,  dieil  ,ii  X.i'.luiiu. 
'I'enn.,  Jan.  2b,  '<>2. 
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Milton  Zimmcrn’.ui,  A,  10),  July,  'C2.  to  June,  o'). 

Isaac  Zimmerman,  I..  2 H.  A.,  July,  'H;3,  served  to  Autr.,  'do. 
D.miei  Zimmerman,  K,  ‘_’l,  Cor.,  en.  Se[it.,  '01.  m.  o.  July  '2->, 
’fio.  \'eteran. 


WESTON  TOWNSHIP. 

The  names  of  Weston  township  soldiers  who 
enlisted  and  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
with  their  records,  are  given  in  the  following  ros- 
ter, prepared  by  Dr.  Hill  and  other  veterans,  and 
corrected  by  Dr.  W.  Hill,  J.  E.  Clark,  Carlo 
Call,  j.  W.  Brownsberger  and  B.  F.  Kerr.  The 
line  dividing  the  new  township  of  Grand  Rapids 
has  been  observed  in  distributing  the  names;  so 
that  only  men  who  enlisted  from  within  the  pres- 
ent township  boundaries  find  mention  here. 

George  Briggs,  K,  111,  -\ug.,  '62,  June,  '6.'). 

Henry  Burdue,  K,  111,  Aug.,  TC,  June,  '6.'),  wd.  at  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  Nov.,  ijn,  1864. 

Jeremiah  Bowlin,  K,  111,  Aug..  '62,  June.  '6.5, 

.Austin  I).  Bassett,  1,  141.  May,  'til,  died  June  26,  '64,  at  An- 
napolis, Md. 

Levi  Bassett,  G,  (iO,  Feb.,  '64,  Aug.,  '65. 

Kugene  Brisbin,  H.  21,  .Sept.,  '61,  July,  '65. 

James  Brisbin,  H.21,  May,  '61,  May,  '62,  dis.  for  dis. 

.Albert  Brisbin,  H,  21,  l-'eb.,  '64,  July,  '65. 

Levi  Brisbin,  H,  21,  Se[)t.,  '61,  died  of  w'ds.  rec.  at  Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn. 

Francis  M.  Brisbin,  H,  21.  Sept.,  '61,  tr.  to  .18,  L'.  S.  Inf. 
Edward  Baldwin,  1,  144,  May  2,  to  .May  12,  '64,  dis  for  dis. 
Charles  Baldwin,  B>,  55,  from  Sept.,  '64,  to  May,  '65. 

Byron  C.  Baldwin,  A.  106,  Aug..  '<)2,  Color  Guard,  killed  at 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  Nitv.  60,  '64. 

Josepli  Burkett,  I,  144,  .May,  '64,  to  April,  1865,  prisoner  11 
months. 

John  Burkett,  F,  86,  en  June.  '66.  m.  o.  Feb.,  '64. 

Henry  J.  Barton,  I,  144,  May,  '64,  to  Aug.,  '64. 

Allen  fiortel,  H,  68,  en.  Feb.,  '64,  m.o.  July,  '65. 

William  H,  Banister,  K,  111,  .Vug.,  '62,  to  June,  '65. 

Daniel  M.  Brown,  H,  21,  Feb.,  '64,  luly,  '65. 

George  Cornell,  H,  21,  Oct.,  '61.  killed  near  Mining  Sta., 
Ga„  July  9,  '64. 

.Alva  Calkins,  H,  21,  Sept.,  '61,  died  Dec.  60,  '61,  at  Weston, 
Ohio. 

John  Cornell,  .A,  100,  lost  on  the  " Sultana." 

John  Croshaw,  1),  21,  .Aug.,  '61,  killed  at  Chickamauga, 
Sept.  20,  '66. 

.S[>encer  Croshaw,  I'),  21.  .Aug.,  '61,  July,  '65. 
fillmore  Croshaw,  D,  21.  Feb.,  '64,  March,  '65. 

John  W.  Crom.  .A,  49.  .Aug.,  '61,  dis.  for  wounds,  Jidy,  '62. 
Jerry  B.  Crom,  H,  86,  June,  '66.  F'eb.,  '64. 

Frank  Corkell. 

franklin  Cullx-rtson,  en.  .Vug.,  '62,  die<i  of  w'ds  .Aug.  60.  '64. 
I riah  S.  Deweese,  1 , 86,  June.  '6.'!,  Feb.,  '64. 

Ephraim  W.  Didl,  D.  Ill,  -Vug.,  'tij,  killed  at  Mud  Creek, 
Ga.,  Aug.  14,  '6)2. 

John  L.  Dull,  i.  111,  .Mav,  '''4,  Vug  , '<4. 

James  Diamond.  11,21.  died  at  Louis\  ille. 

Lhauncey  11.  Di.wese,  1,  144  Mav,  '64,  cap.  Iuly9,  '64.  at 
battle  of  Monocaev,  died  in  D.mville  I V'a.)  prison -Nov. 
6,  '64. 

Samuel  Dewese,  .V,  160,  en.  Aug.,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  't’5. 

James  Facer,  K.  1 1 1.  < m .Vug.,  '62,  cap.  ne.ir  D.mdriilge,  m.  o. 
June,  '65. 

Wilham  Facer.  K,  I 1 1 , en.  .Vug., 'i'2,  cap.  on  |■>■■.|•e,^t  from 
Dandrid.ge,  died  in  .Vndersoiu  ilh-  .Vpril  2o,  'ti4. 

(leorge  I- rankfather,  II,  49,  Dec.,  ''i;’.,  dual  at  Chaltanooga, 
Tenn.,  Feb,  8,  '61. 


Da\-id  Fr.inkf.ither,  H,  19,  .Vug.,  '61,  Xov.,  '65. 

-Albert  Frankfather,  FI,  49,  .Vug.,  '61,  wounded  at  Xashville, 
served  to  Xov.,  '(>5. 

Oliver  Fairbanks,  I,  144,  May,  '64. 

John  Ford,  100,  en.  July,  '62,  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

Joseph  Gingery,  K,  111,  .Vug.,  '62,  killed  at  Franklin.  Tenn, 
.Abraham  Gingery,  Fi, ‘21,  Sept., '61,  killed  .May  l,  '62,in  action 
at  Pulaski,  Tenn. 

John  Gingery,  D,  21,  .Aug., '61,  died  of  wounds  Feb.  20,  '65. 
Emanuel  Gingery.  I,  144,  .May  to  .Aug.,  '64. 

Jacob  Gingery,  I,  144,  .May,  '64,  killed  July  9,  '61,  at  .Monoc- 
acy,  Md. 

-Aaron  Gingery,  D,  21,  -Aug.,  '61,  July,  '65. 

Richard  Green,  C.  55.  en.  Sept.  60,  '64.  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

John  Hoover,  H,  21,  ,Se[it.,  '61,  to  Sept.,  '64. 

.-Vrch  B.  Hoover,  1,  t>8,  ()ct.,  '61,  |uly,  '65. 

John  P.  Hamilton,  H,  21,  Sej/t.,  '61,  ilis.  for  wounds  Xov.,  '64. 
Janies  Harris. 

-Alva  J.  Inscho,  .A.  100,  en.  July,  '62,  m.  o.  lune,  '65. 

George  Irwin,  I,  144,  May  2,  to  May  12.  '64,  dis.  on  cert,  of  dis. 
Thoihas  Junkins,  F',  86,  June,  '66,  to  Feb.,  '61. 

Samuel  R.  Junkins,  I.  144,  .May  to  -Aug.,  '64. 

W.  O.  Keeler,  1st  Colo.  Cav.,  buried  at  Weston. 

Etlward  Kelsey,  D,  21,  .-Vug.,  '61,  w'd  at  Jonesboro,  m.  o. 
July,  '65. 

Harry  Kromer,  known  to  have  died  in  service. 

David  T.  Lashley,  H,  68,  June,  '64,  July,  '6>5. 

-Alvin  C.  McCall,  I,  111,  en.  .-Vug.,  'tl2.  m.  o.  June,  '65. 

John  McLogan,  K,  111,  .Aug.,  '62,  June.  '65. 

John  McCrory,  H,  21,  en.  '61,  m.  o.  '65. 

L.  C>.  Montross,  K,  111,  .-Vug.,  '62,  March,  '66. 

.Miles  .Montross,  died  in  the  service. 
i-V.  G.  Miller,  1),  21,  F'eb.,  '64,  Mav,  '65. 

Edward  .Miller,-  ,21,  recruit,  killed  at  Jonesboro,  Ga..  Sept. '64 
Richard  Mitchell,  G,  lb,  .May,  'I.i4,  died  Sept.  27,  '64,  in  .-\n- 
derson\ille. 

George  Mitchell,  K,  21.  en.  Feb.,  'ti4,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Edward  Mitchell.  K,  185,  ser\  ed  to  Sejit.  26),  '()5. 
i Thomas  Aliller.  K,  111,  .Vug.,  '62,  June,  '65. 

James  Marshall.  1),  8(i,  t-n.  June.  '66,  m.  o.  Feb..  '64. 

Hiram  Parker.  .A,  L'^2,  en.  .-Vug.,  'tU,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

Thomas  H.  Poling,  K,  111,  .Aug.,  '62,  June,  '65. 

John  L.  Poling,  B,  111,  .Aug.,  '6)2,  June,  't'5. 

Samuel  J.  Pennyfather,  H,  21,  .Sej)t,,  '6],  Julv.  '65. 

.A.  Henry  Phenix,  H,  21,  Sept.  2,  ''il,  cap  Sept.  2ti,  '66,  dii'il 
in  .Andersonville,  June  2b,  '64. 

George  W.  Russ,  K,  111,  .Aug.,  '62,  w'd  at  Kenesaw  Mt., 
m.  o.  '65. 

Calvin  I.  Russ,  FI,  6(.),  Feb.,  '64,  killed  at  Spotts\  Ivania,  ?>la\ 
9,  '64. 

.-Vnson  Rosencrantz,  D,  21.  Feb.,  '64,  July.  '65. 

.Albert  Rosencrantz,  .A.  Ibb.  .Vug.,  't>2,  w'd,  m.  o.  .April,  '()5. 
George  W.  Rosencrantz,  .A,  Ibb,  .Aug.,  '62,  June,  '<>5. 

W.  F'..  Smith,  E,  111,  en.  luly,  '62,  Serg't,  m.  o.  July,  '65. 

John  L.  Swarm,  K.  Ill,  .Vug.,  '62,  killed  on  ".Sultana." 
Franklin  Swarm,  H,  6b,  .March,  '64.  July,  '65, 

Addison  Searles,  H,  21,  en.  'td,  m.  o.  '65. 

.Alfred  Searles,  said  to  have  (mlisted  fnim  Weston. 

George  Smith,  H,  21.  en.  '61,  kilkd  in  Morgan  Raid. 

Warren  -M.  Smith,  F,  86,  en.  June  24,  'tid,  died  near  Cumber- 
land Gap,  Ky. 

Edward  Shepherd,  .V.  100,  en.  .Vug,,  '62,  died  in  Libby  Pris- 
' on,  ,V[)ril,  '64. 

Lemuel  Thayer,  K,  111,  en.  .Vug., '62,  died  at  Bowling  Green. 
Ky.,  .-Vpril  25’,  '65. 

I Martin  'Tracy. 

Wilber  Mining,  B.  111.  i-n.  .Aug.,  't'2.  died  .it  Bowling  Grei  n. 
' Ky.,  .April  22, 

.A.  \'.  Wade,  F,  86,  June,  '6;!,  to  Feb.,  '6)4. 

loseph  VV’alters,  20  Ind.,  killed  in  b.ittle  of  tlu-  Wild<  rues--. 

I lonathan  W. liters,  1,  lit,  en.  .Mav,  i'i4,  killed  .it  MomH;,ic\. 
Md  . July  19. '6-1. 

lacob  W.ilters,  1,  141,  M.iy  t.)  .Vug.. '64. 

1'..  P.  Willi. ims,  D,  21 . J.in.,  <>t,  to  July. '1)5. 

Falgar  T.  \V  illi.mis,  ,V,  bin,  i n.  Vug., '62,  wnuinled  .Vug.,  6-1, 
, at  Eutow .ill  t.'reek. 

Ogiifa  Waile,  I,  141,  .May  to  .Vug., '6-1. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Henr)  Wade. 

Israel  West,  H,  111,  en.  tr.  to  \'.  R.  C. 

William  Winnii]),  1,  144,  May  to  Aiip., 't>4. 

Joseph  Waul,  F,  8'i,  June.  41;!,  to  Feit.,  4.>4. 

James  Ward,  H,  08,  en.  (.)ct.,411,  dis.  for  dis.  July.  4i-_>,  1,  144, 
for  full  term. 

Ed.  Ward,  F,  80,  June,  4i;j.  to  Feb.,  '04. 

David  Wilner,  II,  6U,  en.  Feb.,  414,  died  at  I’eter.sbure,  \'a., 
Aug.  “fd,  '04. 


LOCAL  .MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

District  Committees . — The  Congres.sional  Mili- 
tary Cominitiee  appointed,  in  October,  i86i,  the 
following  named  citizens  a Military  Committee 
for  Wmod  county:  Henry  H.  Dodge  and  George 

Knoll,  of  Perrysburg;  Thomas  Gorrill,  of  Stony 
Ridge;  James  Pember,  of  \Vood\ille;  James  M. 
Bronson,  of  Eagleville,  and  John  C.  Wooster,  of 
Bowling  Green.  George  Laskey  signed  the  notice 
as  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  of  this 
county. 

The  \Vashi}igto)i  Minute  Ahen,  or  “Squirrel 
Hunters,"  left  Tontogany  in  September,  1862, 
for  the  defense  of  Cincinnati.  Among  them  were 
Caleb  North,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  and  .Archi- 
bald McComb,  in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  while  the 
others  are  named  in  the  roster  of  Washington 
soldiers. 

An  Unliteky  Day. — The  accident  of  September 
22,  1863,  on  the  Dayton  & Michigan  railroad,  re- 
sulted in  the  instant  death  of  John  Scott  and 
William  Philo,  of  Webster  township,  and  serious 
injury  to  twenty-four  others,  named  in  the  rosters 
of  Webster  and  Freedom.  Nearly  all  were  resi- 
dents of  Webster  township,  en  route  to  the  militia 
encampment  at  Toledo.  The  accident  was  caused 
by  a collision,  in  which  the  two  locomotives  were 
reduced  to  debris,  and  the  first  car  of  the  mili- 
tary train  to  splinters. 

Acts  of  theCommissioners.  — The  Commission- 
ers,on  June  7,  1 862,  having  ascertained  the  number 
of  soldiers’  families  in  each  township,  appointed 
an  agent  for  each  township,  and  apportioned  the 
relief  fund  according  to  the  number  requiring  aid, 
as  shown  in  the  following  statement:  Perr\sburg 

township,  23  families,  $299  apportioned,  L.  Gra- 
ham, agent;  Freedom,  13 — $169,  Ira  Banks; 
Webster,  13 — $169,  George  Loomis;  Weston,  20 
— $261,  George  Laskey;  Washington,  ii — $143. 
A.  B.  C.  Drury;  Plain,  ii — $143,  D.  Newton; 
Center,  10 — $130,  Henr\'  Shivel\-;  Bloom,  9 — 
$119,  John  Russell;  Montge^mery,  8— $104,  J.  B. 
Lockhart;  Lake,  7 — $91,  Thomas  Crago;  Port- 
age, 7 — $91,  ColliSter  Haskins;  Perry,  7 .$91, 

Isa:ic  Brandcbi'ii }• ; Milton,  (> — Ji78,  AUm  t'hirk; 
Middleton,  4--  $52.  Amelins  Robertson;  Jackson, 
2 — $20,  J.  R.  Apger,  Ifiberty,  2 -$20,  S.  L. 


Sargent;  Troy,  5 — $65,  Thomas  Gorrill;  and 
Henry  , not  credited.  This  was  the  first  notice 
taken  of  the  war  b\'  the  commissioners,  so  far  as 
I records  show.  On  June  !,  1863,  there  were 
$2,716  paid  to  388  soldiers'  families.  On  Jami- 
ary  7,  1864,  the  auditor  was  ordered  to  pay  out 
of  the  military  bounty  fund,  created  that  dav, 

I the  sum  of  $100,  with  interest,  to  each  volun- 
1 teer,  w'ho  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the 
' United  States,  under  the  last  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent. The  payment  was  made  under  the  belief 
that  the  Legislature  w'ould  give  the  commission- 
ers authority  to  levy  a special  tax  to  meet  the 
outlay.  In  March,  1864,  orders  for  $2,737  'vere 
issued  against  the  Relief  Fund;  in  June,  1864, 
$1,823;  Jime,  1863,  $4,134;  in' September, 
$8,20(3;  in  March,  i860,  $7,000;  and  in  June, 

1 806,  $7,100.  The  total  is  only  a fraction  of 
the  moneys  expended  for  war  purposes,  but  is 
! enough  to  show'  what  the  corporation  or  countv 
did. 

rOXCT.USION. 

Ohio  furnished  twenty  three  regiments  of 
three-months'  troops;  117  infantry  regiments  of 
three-years'  troops;  twenty-seven  infantry  reg’’- 
; ments  of  one-year  troops;  two  infantry  regiments 
of  six-months’  troops;  three  infantry  regiments  of 
: three-months’  troops;  forty-three  infantry  regi- 
j ments  of  i 00- days’  troops;  thirteen  ca\  alry  regi- 
ments of  three-years’  troops;  three  artillery  regi- 
ments of  three-years'  troops;  and  twenty-six  in- 
dependent batteries  of  three-years’  troops,  or 
about  one-eighth  of  the  2,688,323  men  who  en- 
listed in  the  Federal  ser\  ice  from  .April.  1861,  to 
.August  20,  1866.  Of  the  Ohio  troops,  24, 
never  returned;  6,536  w'ere  killed  in  battle;  4.O74 
! died  of  wounds,  13,334  died  of  disease  in  hos- 
pitals; while  872  officers  were  killeii,  cr  died  of 
w'ounds  or  disease.  Wood  county's  losses  were 
, heavy,  as  shown  in  the  foregoing  records,  but  by 
immigration  since  the  war,  the  number  of  soldiers 
’ residing  here  has  been  kept  near  30  per  eentnm 
of  the  number  who  enlisted  from  her  townshi'ps 
and  villages. 

From  the  auditor’s  documents,  l:ased  on  the 
assessors'  returns  tor  1893,  the  nuntber  1,297 
of  veterans  now  residing  within  the  count\  s 
boundaries,  is  taken;  1-iberty  t(jwnship,  3'm 
h'reedom,  37;  Troy,  22;  Perrysburg  south  pre- 
cinct, 61;  Perrysburg  north  precinct,  48;  Web- 
ster, 27;  Jackson,  44;  .North  Baltimore  niuth. 
48;  North  Baltimore — > 'Uth,  47;  1 1 aiumaurbing. 
9;  Bloom — t.\\gnet  jn'ociuct,  w.;  pF.oom  |>  >r\ 
Git}  precinct,  19;  Bloomdale,  28  ; Bairds'ow  n.  1 7 . 
.Montgomery — Bradiiei  precinct.  39,  I'rceport.ow 
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Kisinf^sun.  26:  Milton,  69;  Grand  Rapids,  59; 
i’lain — id  ward  B.  G.,  34;  Plain — 4th  ward  B.  G., 
I’lain  — east  precinct,  18;  Plain- — west  pre- 
cinct. 12;  Center — ist  ward  B.  G.,  28;  Center — 
::nii  w ard  B.  G.,  37:  Center — Center  precinct,  40; 

— Millhury  precinct,  18;  Lake — Walbridge 
precinct,  32;  Middleton — Haskins  precinct,  37; 
Middleton — Dunbridge  precinct,  25;  Perry — 


north  precinct,  36;  Perry — south  precinct,  17; 
Portage — east  precinct,  i i ; Portage — Portage 
precinct,  19;  Ross,  14;  Washington,  44;  and 
Weston,  78. 

The  soldiers  wdio  settled  here  since  the  close 
of  the  war  equal,  if  they  do  not  exceed,  the  nuni- 
ber  who  enlisted  here,  and  who  now  reside  where 
they  heard  the  first  call  to  arms. 


CHAPTKR 


Ih\KLV  MiSSIOXAUIES  OX'  THE  MaT-MEE VARIOUS  MISSIONS XaMES  AND  DaTES  OF  MINISTERS 

OF  THE  Gospel  who  perfor.med  the  Marriage  Ceremony  from  pS;30  to  1S52 — Con- 
clusion. 


The  establishment  of  a colony  and  fort  at 
Detroit,  July  21,  1701,  when  Pure  Nicho- 
, las  Bernardine  Constantine  Delhalle  was 
commissioned  chaplain,  and  Pere  Francis 
X'aliant  du  Gueslis,  missionary  to  the  Miamis  and 
other  Indians  of  ?dichigan,  may  be  reasonably 
considered  the  introduction  of  Christianity  along 
tl'.e  western  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  These  priests 
as  well  as  their  successors,  and,  before  them,  the 
mi.ssionaries  of  the  first  Detroit  colony,  knew 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Miami  and  Huron  coun- 
ties down  to  1 744,  when  it  was  written  of  the  ' 
Oiiio  shore  of  Lake  Erie — “ All  this  side  of  Lake 
i.rie  is  but  little  known.  ” The  coming  of  PZnglish- 
•'Peaking  traders  may  be  said  to  have  ended  the 
inlhience  of  the  missionaries  over  the  savages,  | 
a.nd  to  have  changed  their  character  ///  /n/n. 
About  the  year  1791,  Rev.  Edmund  Burke  :a 
'■ousiii  of  the  British  statesman  of  the  same 
ti.iinei,  an  Irish  priest,  who  was  acting  as  pro- 
ivssijr  in  the  Seminary  of  (Juebec,  saw  with  re- 
gf'‘t  that  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  revive  the 
iiussions  in  the  western  country,  which  the  hos- 
*iaty  of  the  tiouse  of  Bourbon  to  the  Societv  of 
lv.sus  had  annihilated.  Bv  the  aid  of  Arch- 
awliop  I'roy,  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  he  called  the 
'ttention  of  the  Sacred  Congregation  to  tiie 
w fetehtal  condition  of  the  countrv  on  the  (o'eat 
*--*kes.  1 be  British  authorities  had  at  first 

ai.ide  it  a positi\e  point  that  the  Jesuit  I'athers 
•y.'ie  not  to  continue  tb.e  Indian  missions.  Ea- 
' ‘'T  Burke  was  fa\orabl\’  known,  and.  with  the 
' “ii'-urrcnee  o|  the  English  Governor,  he  was 
_ ted  liv  Bisho[)  Hubert  to  [M'oceinl  to  the 
and  tarry  out  the  \ iews  of  the  Propa- 


ganda. Before  the  close  of  the  year,  he  was 
officiating  at  Raisin  River,  which  he  had  been 
specially  commissioned  to  attend.  There,  he 
dedicated  the  church  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua. 
Meanwhile,  Wayne’s  victories  over  the  Miamis 
had  caused  the  Indians  to  w’aver  in  their  adher- 
ence to  Plngland.  Father  Burke  then  proceeded 
to  Fort  Miami,  a post  erected  by  the  British  on 
the  northwestern  bank  of  the  Maumee  river, 
opposite  the  site  of  Perrysburg.  Plis  house  was 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  within  a few  miles 
of  the  fort.  There  he  began  to  fit  himself  to 
direct  the  Ottawas,  Chippewas  and  Pottawata- 
mies,  by  a study  of  their  language — the  English 
Government,  which  maintained  the  missionar\’, 
giving  him  the  distribution  of  provisions  to  these 
tribes.  In  1795  he  rerno\ed  to  Detroit.  lea\  ing 
to  others  the  care  of  the  few  Christian  natives 
on  the  Maumee. 

Father  Gabriel  Richard  may  be  called  the 
successor  of  Father  Pmrke,  as  pastor  of  the  parish 
of  Detroit.  From  the  close  of  the  Eighteentii 
century  to  1832  he  visited  throughout  the  great 
parish,  which  was  co-e\tensi\e  with  original 
Wayne  county. 

The  work  of  the  Protestant  missionaries  on 
the  Maumee  may  be  said  to  have  begun  in  1801 
or  1802,  when  Rev.  D.  Bacon,  agent  tor  the  Con- 
necticut Missionary  Society,  arrived,  and  liind 
William  Dragon  as  his  interpreter.  (dn  coming 
to  Maumee  he  saw,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
a number  of  drunken  Indians,  aiiuuig  uIumh  wa" 
Little  Otter,  the  principal  chut.  Next  d.iv. 
Ma\'  5,  accompanied  b\  Dragon,  he  pnicecdt  d 
from  b'ort  Miami  to  I'ort  Industrv,  met  the  semi- 
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drunken  head  chief,  and,  obtaininj^  a promise 
from  him  to  assemble  t!ie  tribe,  returned  to  the 
Indian  danciu"  ground;  but  the  tribe  was  not 
convened  until  May  14,  when  Mr.  Bacon  ad- 
dressed them.  His  logic,  however,  made  little 
impression,  the  Indians  objecting  that  his  religion 
was  not  good  for  them;  that  it  would  bring  on 
them  the  same  tribulations  suffered  by  the  Indians 
who  had  einbraced  the  Moravianisrn  of  Hecke- 
welder,  and  that  it  was  useless  to  their  nomadic 
life.  The  missionary  furnished  them  as  much 
tobacco  as  the}'  could  smoke,  with  the  object  of 
winning  their  attention,  and  did  succeed  in  this 
object,  but  did  not  succeed  in  having  them  think 
e.xactly  like  he  did.  On  May  15  Little  Otter 
replied  to  Mr.  Bacon  iri  the  following  style: 

“Our  white  brothers,  when  they  make 
speeches,  are  very  lengthy,  but  it  is  not  so  with 
your  red  brothers.  When  you  were  talking  you 
kept  looking  up,  and  said  a great  deal  to  us  about 
the  Great  Spirit.  We  understand  that  you  want 
us  to  raise  plenty  of  corn  and  wheat,  horses  and 
cattle,  and  all  other  things  and  creatures  that  you 
raise,  and  that  you  want  us  to  live  like  the  people 
that  wear  hats.  Now,  brother,  if  you  and  your 
friends  wish  to  make  us  happy,  why  don’t  you  stop 
your  people  from  settling  so  near  us.  If  you  do 
this  we  might  have  game  enough,  and  do  very 
well.  We  know  what  you  say  about  the  whisky 
white  people  make  is  very  true.  Indians  don't 
know  how  to  make  it,  and  have  nothing  to  make 
it  of.  If  your  people  did  not  make  it  and  bring 
it  to  us  we  would  not  have  it.  Brother,  since  it 
is  so,  why  do  you  not  stop  your  people  from 
bringing  it  among  us.’  We  understand  that  you 
were  sent  out  to  visit  the  Indians  in  order  to  find 
out  their  minds  about  the  Great  Spirit.  You 
have  seen  but  few  Indians  yet.  If  you  were  to 
go  and  see  them  all,  it  would  take  you  two  or 
three  years.  We  think  you  had  better  go  and 
talk  with  them  all  and  see  what  they  think  of  it, 
and  if  they  will  agree  to  have  such  as  you  among 
them,  we  will  also  agree.  This  is  all  the  red 
brothers  have  to  say  to  you." 

Mr.  Bacon  left  the  doomed  tribe  on  June  2, 
1802,  cn  route  to  Mackinaw,  where  he  arrived 
June  29.  His  nephew,  who  came  here  with  him, 
hired  a canoe,  and,  accompanied  by  an  Indian, 
set  out  for  Massachusetts  t'/u  the  lakes  and  the 
St.  I.awrence  river,  his  taste  for  adventure  in  the 
West  being  fully  satisfied. 

Kev.  Joseph  Badger,  a missionary,  sent  to 
Ohio  by  the  Connecticut  Missionary  So^  iety,  ar- 
rived below  the  l\:ipids  cd  the  Maumee  Septem- 
ber II,  iSoi,  aiui  under  that  <late  m.ide  the  fol- 
lowing entry  in  his  journal:  “ Kode  through  the 


: Black  Swamp  to  the  Shawanee  village  on  tlu; 

; .Maumee.  George,  our  Indian  boy,  took  us  t<. 

the  island,  just  below  the  rapids,  to  see  his  aunt, 
i Soon  after  we  were  seated  we  were  presented 
: with  a bowl  of  boiled  corn,  buttered  with  bear's 
: grease.  As  the  corn  was  presented,  the  old 
woman  said:  ‘ Friends,  eat — it  is  good;  it  is  such 

as  God  gives  Indians.’  ’’ 

This  was  a pleasing  reception  to  the  traveler, 
more  in  keeping  with  the  traditions  of  the  Indian 
before  tobacco  took  the  place  of  kinnikinnick, 
and  whisky  that  of  water.  It  was  an  experi- 
ence which  won  for  tire  place  the  admiration  of 
. the  missionary  at  the  time,  and  his  citizenship  in 
the  neighborhood  subsecpiently.  Very  different 
was  that  accorded  Rev.  Mr.  Bacon,  who  came  on 
a similar  errand  in  May,  1802,  and  left  the  Indian 
town  forever  in  June  of  the  same  _\ear. 

The  Presbyterian  Mission  on  the  Maumee  mav 
be  said  to  date  back  to  October  27,  1822,  when 
Rev.  Isaac  \'an  Tassel  arrived.  On  November  6, 
that  year,  there  were  present  Rev.  Samuel  Tate, 
his  wife  and  son;  Rev.  .\lvin  Coe  and  wife;  Isaac 
Van  Tassel  and  wife;  Leander  Sackett  (the  mis- 
sion farmer'  and  wife;  Jo’nn  MePherrin,  the  car- 
penter; Straight,  the  blacksmith;  Sabina  Steven> 
: and  Hannah  Riggs.  The  farm  was  situated  nine 
’ miles  above  Fort  Meigs,  being  the  east of  south- 
west I of  the  section,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fon- 
togany.  The  island  opposite  the  farm,  one  and 
one-half  miles  long,  and  about  a half  mile  wide, 

1 was  also  the  property  of  the  Missionary  Societw 
When  the  missionaries  arrived  at  their  destina- 
tion the  body  of  a hewn-log  house.  16  x 60  feet, 
was  found  there,  and  to  the  completion  of  that 
structure  Mr.  \’an  Tassel  gave  attention  first. 
The  few  necessaries  which  the  Mission  folks 
brought  with  them  were  almost  invaluable  to  the 
settlement.  For  years  the  only  saddle  in  the 
settlement  was  one  owned  b}-  Mr.  \’an  Tassel. 
He  had  also  been  provided  by  the  Presbytery 
with  a store  of  medicines,  a thumb  lance  for  bleed- 
ing, and  a turn-key  for  tooth  pulling,  and  if  any 
were  sick  they  got  either  bleeding  or  a dose  of 
Moffett’s  pills,  and,  if  the  case  were  bad,  senna 
and  salts.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Indians 
did  not  like  all  the  regulations  of  ci\  ilized  life, 
for  they  too,  when  sick,  luul  to  be  treated  at  times 
by  white  medicine  men.  Tlie  regular  work  f('r 
which  the  [lersons  named  were  designed,  com- 
menced November  26,  1S22;  but  it  was  not  until 
later  in  the  winter  that  .Mrs.  Sackett  opened  the 
sciiool  for  Indian  i:hildrcn,  and  t.uight  the  red 
urchins  lor  a fi'w  weeks,  'vlum  she  retired  Irom 
that  dep:ulment  of  the  work.  .Mrs.  Lucia  B.  \ .111- 
Tassel  taught  tliere  fora  year,  and  was  followed 
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by  other  teachers  who  saw  a class  of  half  a dozen 
increased  to  thirty  out  of  hfty  enrolled  pupils.  i 
1).  W.  H.  Howard,  himself  a pupil,  speaking  of  ^ 
the  enterprise,  in  1879,  says:  “Rex'.  Isaac  \'an-  ■ 
Tassel  was  the  principal  of  the  Mission.  Mr.  ! 
Sackett  and  Rew  Mr.  Coe  were  assistants,  with 
their  wives  and  several  maiden  ladies  as  teachers.  ! 
These,  together  with  a few  mechanics  and  labor-  i 
ers,  formed  the  community  of  white  people  who  ' 
established  and  carried  forward  the  enterprise  ' 
successfully  for  many  years;  in  fact  sustained  it 
in  its  work  of  christianizing  and  civilizing  the  In- 
dians until  the  tribes  were  moved  to  Missouri  and 
Kansas."  Mrs.  Van  Tassel,  xvriting  in  1872,  tells 
us  that  these  children  were  fed  and  clothed,  and 
that,  as  a result  of  the  kindnesses  and  teachings 
they  received,  no  less  than  thirty  young  savages 
were  led  into  Christianity  and  died  in  the  faith. 

In  1826  the  Mission  was  taken  in  charge  by  the 
American  !3oard  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  Mr. 
Van  Tassel  was  appointed  superintendent.  In 
1834  the  Mission  was  abandoned,  and  Mr.  \’an- 
Tassel,  his  wife  and  wards  o'^F'in  Coe,  an  Indian 
boy:  Sophia  Tibault,  called  Teboo,  a three-quar- 
ter blood,  and  Clarissa  Moulton,  a half  blood) 
moved  to  a point  on  the  prairie,  two  miles 
west  of  Bowling  Green.  While  cn  route  from 
Grand  Rapids  to  his  home,  March  2,  1 849,  he 
was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  killed.  Mr.  Badger, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  in  other  pages,  returned 
to  Wood  county  in  1835,  and  died  here  in  1846, 
aged  eighty-nine  years 

From  the  records  of  W'ood  county  the 
following  names  and  dates  are  taken,  shoxv- 
ing  the  names  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
who  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  here  from 
1830  to  1852:  Rev.  Isaac  Hill,  a preacher,  was 

authorized  to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony 
here  May  4.  1830:  Rev.  Jacob  Crum,  Mav  26, 
1831;  Rev.  Isaac  Van  Tassel,  1833;  Rew  Elijah 
H.  Pitcher,  1833;  Rev.  Elnathan  C.  Gavitt,  1833; 
Rev.  William  Sprague,  1833;  Elam  Day.  1834; 
Rev.  John  Groin,  1834;  Rev.  William  T.  Tracx', 
1834;  Jacob  .Martin,  1834;  Rev.  Stephen  I.  Brad- 
street,  Presbyterian,  1835;  Few  Leonard  B. 
Gurley,  Methodist,  1833;  Rev.  Daniel  B.  Bid- 
dlecone,  Universalist,  ! 8 3 5;  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Kct- 
chem,  Methodist,  1835;  Samuel  Bomgardner,  of 
the  Evangelical  Societx’,  183;:  Rev.  L.  L.  Sadler. 
Universalist.  1837;  Rex'.  Henrv  Whiteman,  1831'); 
Rev.  Peter  Sharp,  1836;  Rev.  Peter  Carobaine, 
of  the  Catholic  Church  fof  Hamilton  county. 
Ohio),  1837;  Rev.  \\  twle\-  Brock,  .Melh  ■>di<r, 
1837;  Rev.  Stephen  Lillvbridge,  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ,  1837;  Rew  |ohn  |anes, 
Methodist,  1838;  Rev.  Benjamin  Woodbury  vcame 


in  1S33),  1S38;  Rev.  fames  H.  Francis,  1S38: 
Rew  Leonard  Parker,  Methodist,  1838;  Rew 
Adam  Minear,  Methodist,  1839;  Rev.  William 
Barkhimer,  of  the  Exangelical  Association  of 
North  America,  1839:  Rev.  Jeremiah  Brown. 
United  Brethren  preacher.  1839;  Rev.  John  R. 
Miller.  Evangelical  Association,  1840;  Rev.  Mi- 
chael Long,  United  Brethren,  1840;  Rev.  David 
Campbell,  Regular  Baptist,  1 840;  Rolla  H.  Chubb, 
Methodist,  1840;  Rev.  Leonard  Hill,  Methodist, 
1S41;  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  Chaplin,  Meth- 
odist, 1 84  I ; Rev.  Henry  M'arner,  Methodist,  .184.1  ; 
Rev.  Barrett  1.  Needles.  United  Brethren.  1840; 
Rev.  George  Cronewett,  Evangelical  Lutb.eran, 
1S42-;  Rev.  Andrew  Hollopetei,  1842;  Rev.  lazra 
Howland,  1843;  Rex'.  Ezra  C.  Norton,  Meth- 
odist, I 843 : Rev.  .-\madcus  Rajxpe,  Catholic.  1843; 
Rev.  James  Miller,  1843;  Rev.  Epatihruditns 
Thompson,  1843;  Rev.  Clark  Johnson,  1843; 
Rev.  Philip  Start.  1843:  Rev.  I.  J.  Kiilum,  Meth- 
odist, 1S44;  Rev.  W.  H.  Baldxvin.  Presbyterian. 
1844;  at  Weston,  Rev.  Cxtus  L.  Watson.  1844; 
Rex'.  Joseph  Jones,  1844;  Rex'.  Hiram  J.  >.Iarble, 
18.34;  Elder  Thomas  Barkdnll,  Methodist,  1844, 
Rev.  Silas  D.  Seymour,  1845;  Rev.  Wesley  J. 
Wells,  1845;  Rev.  M’.  Winters,  .Methodist,  1S46; 
Rev.  Robert  S.  Kin,iber,  1846;  Rev.  L.  M.  Bon- 
ham, 1846;  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Pope,  Methodist, 
1846;  Rev.  John  Davis,  1847;  Rev.  Thomas 
Cooper,  1847;  Rev.  Wesley  Harrington.  18.17. 

I Rev.  George  Hammer,  1847;  Rev.  George  \’an- 

I aman,  Presbyterian,  1847:  Rev.  C.  H.  Oxven, 
Methodist,  1847:  Rev.  Edxvard  Williams.  i8a8; 
Rev.  H.  C.  Skinner,  1848:  Father  Philip  I'oley. 
of  Hamilton  count}',  Ohio,  Catholic,  1848;  Rev. 

H.  Seeley,  Methodist,  1848:  Rev.  .Andrexv  H. 
Buchtel,  1848;  Rev.  O.  Taylor,  1848;  Rev.  La- 
fayette Ward.  Methodist.  1849'.  Rev.  David 
W'est,  German  Reformed,  1840;  Rev.  Robert  K 
Davis,  .Methodist  Protestant,  1849;  Rev.  .-'.sa 
Ellis,  of  the  I’redestinarian  Baptist  Church  I'l 
Christ,  1849;  Rev.  fohn  Graham,  Methodist. 
1849;  Rev.  Thomas  Holmes.  Christian.  1830; 
Father  Sebastian  Sanner,  Catliolic,  1830:  Rev. 
George  Hailv,  Evangelical  .Association  cf  North 
.America,  i8;o:  Rexa  fames  Sxxanrv,  .Methodist. 
i8;o;  Rev.  \\'illiam  .Matthexvs,  Uniteil  Brethren 
preacb.cr,  1830:  Rev.  Henrx-  P.  Stillxvell,  Baptist. 
i8ti;  Rev.  Charles  Markslicftel.  Lutheran.  1830: 
Rex'.  James  Milligan,  .Methodist,  i8;o;  Rev.  Jo- 
seph I'.  Wadt'.  t 'hristian.  1849;  Kex'.  1 1 W • 
l^rackenridge.  .Methoiii-:t,  ih'O;  Kex'.  I.  H Nea- 
t.)ii,  ('ongregatic'uab.st . I.''.p.;  K.\.  .v.  \\  . Jexxett, 
b tiix'crsali.u,  1840,  lb  x'.  .'8,imuei  l.iuig.  x mud 
Brethren  pi'eachcr.  1831;  Ib  x'.  S.uiiuel  WiB'  U. 
of  the  Ohio  Centrai  Christian  Confetence  1851; 
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Rev.  James  Glancy,  a United  Brethren  preaclier,  year,  while  a few  made  their  homes  here  for 
January,  1852;  and  Rev.  fames  Evans,  Meth-  man)' years.  To-day  the  townshipis  (except  Ross) 
odist.  1852.  ' and  many  of  the  villages  have  their  churches,  and 

During  the  last  forty-three  years  an  army  of  every  form  of  religious  belief  has  its  adherents 
teachers  entered  Wood  county.  Some  came  on  here,  as  may  be  learned  from  the  sketches  of 

trial  and  remained  a day  or  so,  others  staid  a churches  given  in  the  local  chapters. 


CHAPTER 


E.vui.v  Schools  and  Teachers  in  Woon  Colanty — School  T.vxes  and  L.wvs — Sciiooi,  Ex.xmin- 
EKS iMrOKTANT  MeSETING  AT  PeKKVSBUKG,  18o7 ScHOOL  ImPUOVE.MKNI  ASSOCIATION 

Statis'itcs — Teachers’  Institute — Its  Officers,  Members,  Etc. 


IN  the  reminiscenses  of  Mrs.  Amelia  W.  Perrin, 
given  in  the  history  of  Perrysburg  township, 
I reference  is  made  to  first  schools  and  teach- 
ers in  MMod  county.  The  chapters  devoted 
to  township  history  contain  many  sketches  of 
early  schools  and  school  teachers.  The  first 
recognition  of  schools  by  the  commissioners 
dates  back  to  June,  1826,  when  half  a mill  on 
the  dollar  was  ordered  to  be  levied  for  school 
purposes,  under  the  Act  of  1825.  In  1 827,  this 
levy  was  continued ; but,  in  1 828,  1 829,  1830 
and  1831,  the  commissioners  ignored  the  tax. 
To  compensate  for  this,  a one-mill  tax  was  levied 
iu  1833,  being  one-fourth  of  a mill  more  than 
the  new  Common-School  Law  demanded,  but, 
during  the  following  few  years,  nothing  whatever 
was  done  toward  levying  a school  tax.  On  June 
■3-  School  Section  it],  Tp.  3,  Twelve- 

Mile  Reservation,  was  ordered  to  be  apipraised, 
and  a one-fourth-mill  tax,  in  addition  to  the 
Statute  three-fourth-niill  tax,  ordered  to  be 
levied  for  schools.  In  March.  1836.  Montgom- 
ery township  was  ordered  to  elect  school  trustees. 
In  1837,  the  school  levy  was  placed  at  one  and 
one-fourth  mills,  and,  in  1839,  it  was  increased 
to  two  mills,  under  the  revise  of  School  Law  of 
1838.  The  product  of  these  levies  was  small 
indeed,  but  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made 
by  the  school  interests.  The  value  of  the  school 
sections  was  not  then  thoroughly  understood, 
and  in  the  sale  of  manv  of  them  the  pieoide  and 
commissioners  made  a mistake,  which  the}'  real- 
ized before  many  }'ears.  The  Akron  Schoirl  I^aw 
was  adopted  in  1850,  and  in  1873  all  tin-  l.iws 
bearing  on  the  public  schools  were  consolidated. 

In  October,  1831,  the  judges  of  Common 
Pleas,  acting  under  authority  of  the  .xMiool  law. 


appointed  the  following  named  school  examiners; 
Elijah  Huntington,  Horatio  Conant,  Isaac  \’an- 
Tassel,  Galon  B.  Abel,  Moses  P.  Morgan  and 
David  Smith.  In  October,  1834.  Jessup  W. 
Scott,  Elijah  Huntington,  Horatio  Co.nant,  Oscar 
White  and  Galon  B.  Abel  were  apopjointed ; and, 
in  October,  1835,  Benjamin  Olney  and  Henry 
Bennett  took  the  places  of  Oscar  A'hite  and 
Horatio  Conant.  In  1847  James  • woss,  Elijah 
Huntington  and  Hiram  Davis  were  appointed 
school  examiners.  In  1851  James  W.  Ross, 
whose  term  exprired,  was  re-appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  removal  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Jewett.  This  system  of  appointment  continues  in 
force  under  the  school  laws,  as  amended,  which 
vests  the  appointing  power  in  the  Probate  Court. 

To  November  17,  1837,  we  must  first  look 
for  any  marked  interest  in  the  s}'stern  of  public 
education.  On  that  day  a meeting  was  held  at 
Perrysburg,  over  which  S.  R.  Austin  piresided, 
with  P.  H.  Crowell,  secretary.  The  object  was 
to  consider  means  for  improving  the  system  and 
elevating  the  standard  of  the  teachers.  John  C. 
.Spink,  Elijah  Huntington  and  Henr}’  Darling 
were  apipiointed  a committee  to  nominate  officers 
for  this  School  Improvement  Association,  ami 
their  nominations  being  accepted.  Dr.  Horatio 
Conant  (presi  Jent),  John  Evans  (vice-president). 
Hazacl  Strong  .of  Napioleon),  Jessup  W.  Scott 
(of  Miami),  .\ndrew  Coffinberry  .of  Perrysburg]. 
and  Pierre  M.  Irving  lof  Toledol  (district  vice- 
presidents),  S.  R.  .Austin  (secretar}-'  <ind  Joim 
Webb  I'tri'iisurer)  wi're  declared  to  be  the  orticer-i. 
The  graded  or  union  school  of  Maumee,  taught 
b\'  I'rancis  Hollenbeck,  \\  a s established  fiv  e yo'.irs 
later,  then  one  at  Perrysburg;  next  one  at  Water- 
ville,  and  a fourth  school  at  Tolede'. 
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Tlie  efforts  of  tliis  association  were  directed 
to  the  or;^anization  of  districts,  and  not  without 
effect;  for,  by  reference  to  the  chapter  on  the 
Transactions  of  the  Commissioners,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  school  question  was  taken  up 
enthusiastically  by  the  people  of  the  several 
townships.  In  the  “ forties”  the  teachers’  insti- 
tutes and  teachers’  associations  began  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old  School  Improvement  Association, 
and  through  the  intluence  of  their  meetings  the 
character  of  the  teachers  was  changed  within  a 
few  years,  and  some  measure  of  progress  was 
observed.  Female  instructors  took  the  place  of 
male  pedagogues:  mathematics  made  wav  for 
simple  addition,  subtraction  and  division;  and 
“ readin’,  ritin’  and  ’rithmetick  ” were  cultivated. 
Much  remained  to  be  done,  but  the  people  accom- 
plished the  work,  and  brought  the  school  house 
within  reasonable  distance  of  every  home.  Early 
in  the  ‘ ‘ fifties  ” the  State  extended  a system  of  aid 
by  the  establishment  of  school  libraries  throughout 
the  county,  and  the  supply  of  school  apparatus. 
The  Wood  County  School  Library  received,  from 
the  State,  books  and  school  apparatus  valued  at 
$447.28  during  the  year  ending  December  i, 
1855.  There  were  thirteen  volumes  of  valuable 
and  interesting  books  sent  January  12,  1S55; 

with  which  consignment  were  sixty-four  copies  of 
Barnard’s  school  architecture,  and  one  copy  each 
of  several  well-known  authors;  also  in  May,  1855, 
came  another  consignment.  The  great  majority 
of  the  books  were  useful  and  authentic,  the  min- 
ority otherwise.  The  statistics  for  the  vear  end- 
ing November  15,  1877,  show  that  the  number 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twentv- 
one  years,  was  11,217.  The  State  received 
from  this  county  $9,265.43,  and  paid  it  $16,080. 
In  1878  and  1879,  marked  advances  were  made 
in  school  government,  buildings,  furniture,  and 
even  in  the  character  and  manner  of  teachers. 

The  number  of  school  houses  in  this  county 
at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  1S79-80,  was  180, 
or  164  townships,  and  sixteen  separate  district 
houses,  while  the  value  of  property  was  $ i 73. ; 50. 
The  number  of  school  rooms  was  208,  and  of  teach- 
ers, 2 I 2 -the  numberof  different  teachersemployed 
being  no  less  than  357  - - 146  male  and  2 1 i females. 
T he  average  pay  was  $33  for  the  former  and  $23 
for  the  latter  in  the  primary  schools  throughout 
the  townships,  $28  and  $27  rcs[)ectively  in  the 
separate  districts  for  primary  teachers,  and  $57 
$.13  respectively  for  high-school  teachers. 
I he  average  duration  of  school  in  the  townshi[)S 
was  twenty-seven  weeks,  and,  in  the  separate 
districts,  thirt)-two  weeks  per  annum.  Wood 
county  received  from  the  Stale  common-school 


: fund  $17,230.50  and  contributed  $9,912.71  to 
that  fund,  while  the  county’s  expenditure  for 
school  purposes  amounted  to  $83,  i 39.04,  of  which 
I the  sum  of  $47,792.83  was  paid  to  ceathers. 

' The  receipts  of  school  moneys  from  all  sources 
amounted  to  $!  27,  393. 4 1 . In  1880,  there  were 
' 5,960  male  and  5,45  3 female  children  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one  years,  or  a total 
of  11,413,  in  W'ood  county,  exclusive  of  twent_\  - 
' one  colored  ’ooys  and  twenty-five  colored  girls, 

: which,  added,  bring  the  total  up  to  11,459.  Of 
all,  there  were  2,638  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  twenty-one  years,  while  the  total  was  46 
per  centum  of  the  population  in  1880. 

I The  village  and  special  school  districts,  in 
' 1890,  comprised  Bloomdale,  $770.62;  Bowling 
' Green,  $28,860.06;  Bradner,  $799.34;  Grand 
: Rapids,  $3, 349.  56:  Haskins,  $2,123.91;  Millbuiw. 

I $927.  13;  Milton  Center,  $847.24;  North  Balti- 
more, $4, 705 . 2 5 ; Pemberville.  $3. 801 .49:  Perrys- 
burg,  $5,  367.  19;  Portage,  $758.42 ; Prairie  Depot, 
i $1,525.46;  Tontogany,  $1,048.70;  West  Miii- 
: grove,  $863.34;  and  Weston,  $2,362.1.':^.  In 
( 1890,  there  were  i 80  elementary  schools  in  the 
' township  districts,  with  tsventy-one  elementary 
j schools  and  one  high  school  in  the  separate  dis- 
I tricts,  or  202  school  buildings  intlie  w hole  county, 

^ valued  at  $319,450.  In  the  202  buildings  w'ere 
I 257  rooms,  or  188  rooms  in  the  township,  and 
i sixty-nine  in  the  separate  districts,  employing 
; 308  teachers  in  the  township,  and  eight\  one  in 
the  separate  district  schools — or  133  male  and 
‘ 256  female  teachers. 

! The  average  pay  of  teachers  in  the  township 
in  1890,  was  $38  for  males  and  $26  for  females, 
and  in  the  separate  districts,  $44  and  $30  respect- 
ively; w'hile  in  the  high  schools  the  salaries  aver- 
; aged  $52  for  male,  and  $46  for  female  teachers. 

' In  the  townsliips  tire  arerage  duration  of  school 
I was  twenty-nine  weeks,  and  in  the  separate  dis- 
tricts, thirty-six  weeks.  The  expenditures  for  the 
year  amounted  to  $ 1 1 9,  1 03.  1 8,  and  the  re\  enue 
(including  a balance  from  1889,  of  $79,0()8.64  . 
$20,354.60,  from  State  tax.  $5,049  24  from  the 
irreducible  scliool  fund;  $82,439.90  from  local 
school  and  school-house  tax,  and  $987.69  from 
fines,  licenses,  etc. — $187,900.07.  The  sum  p.iii.1 
teachers  was  $67,025.02,  of  which  $6,701  was 
paid  high-school  teachers,  d'he  number  of  pu- 
pils enrollotl  was  7.242  boys  and  6,273  girls,  of 
I whom  3.417  were  betwi'en  the  ages  ot  10  and  21 
' years.  The  average  tiaily  atti  iid.ince  was  7.490. 

The  statistics  for  th»;  year  ending  .\ugust  3'. 
1894.  show  that  W('od  enmity  pnsscssed  i8; 
elementary  school.^  in  the  townshi['s.  with  20 
eleinentar\'  schools  am!  one  high  school  in  the 
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'WOOD  COUNTY,  OH  JO. 


separate  districts,  or  _’io  schools  valued  at 
$410,470.  Tl'icre  were  192  rooms  in  the  town- 
ship buildings,  and  93  in  the  separate  district 
buildings,  or  a total  of  285  rooms  in  which  287 
teachers  were  employed.  I'he  number  of  different 
teachers  was  335,  or  139  males  and  196  females. 
Of  the  whole  number,  229  were  employed  for 
the  whole  year.  The  average  salary  in  the  town- 
ship was  $36  for  males  and  $30  for  females;  while 
in  the  separate  districts  the  respective  averages 
were  $50  and  $33.  and,  in  the  high  school,  $Go. 
The  average  duration  cf  school  in  the  township 
was  31  weeks  and,  in  the  separate  districts,  33 
weeks.  In  1893-4,  the  average  school  ta.x  levy 
in  the  township  was  4.5  mills,  and  in  1894-95, 
4.6  mills;  while  in  the  separate  districts,  it  was 
I 1.7  mills  in  the  first,  and  12.  i mills  in  1894-5. 
The  school  moneys  received  during  the  year 
amounted  to  $2 56, 870. 68,  of  which  the  sum  of 
$180,661.90  was  expended,  including  $89, 7 1 9.  7 i 
paid  to  the  teachers. 

The  number  of  children  enrolled  in  the  town- 
ship was  7,192,  or  3,756  bo\'s  and  3.436  girls, 
while  in  the  separate  districts  there  were  4,479 
enrolled,  or  1,729  boys  and  1,864  ^irls  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  415  boys  and  471  girls 
in  the  high  school — the  total  of  all  children  en- 
rolled being  11.671,  including  826  re-enrollments. 
The  daily  attendance  was  estimated  at  8,236, 
while  the  youth  entitled  to  attend  school  num- 
bered 14,073,  or  7,400  boys  and  6,673  girls,  of 
whom  3.406  were  between  the  ages  of  i6  and  2 1 . 

The  Teachers’  Institute  of  this  countv  appears 
to  have  been  a well-organized  body  as  early  as 
May  5,  1851.  when  the  following  named  “prac- 
tical teachers  ” petitioned  the  commissioners  to 
appropriate  moneys  for  defraying  the  expenses 
of  a meeting  to  be  held  at  I’errysburg  in  Septem- 
ber of  that  year;  A.  I).  Wright,  (7eorge  Kim- 
berlin,  Edward  Olnev,  Adeliza  Olney,  Mary  E. 
Olney,  A.  P.  Doniddson,  |ohn  W.  Woodbury, 
Nathan  W.  Minton,  A.  H.  Poe,  Thomas  E. 
Jackman,  John  Poster,  Henry  Chollette,  Elijah 
Elliott,  Eaurenza  P.rown,  Mary  Blinn,  Helen 
Norton,  Nancy  A.  Carothers,  Mary  Drake,  I). 
K.  Hollenbeck,  Helen  Earll,  Elsie  Birdsal,  Ko- 
rnain  Bruce,  Ann  Mass,  .Ann  E.  Bruce.  M.artha 
J.  Drake,  Maria  Carr,  Maria  Bamber,  Hellen  S. 
Perrin,  Julia  Irwin,  Celia  E.  Minton,  Sarah  S. 
Minton,  Eliza  Kiider,  Eouisa  Eowell,  Emeline 
Blinn,  Celia  Keyes,  Emily  Norton,  .Mar\'  M. 
ShuTs,  Sopliia  P.arlow,  Caroline  Wright  and 
Hamilton  Pratt.  The  [U'tition  was  endorsed 
June  I,  1851,  by  the  school  examiners.  E.  Hunt- 
ington. I.  N.  Newton  and  .A.  W.  Jewett,  who 
recommended  an  appropriation  of  $40.  It  may 


\ be  said  that  the  commissioners,  in  granting  a small 
' sum,  considered  such  a meeting  necessary,  as 
; the  petitioners  >vith,  perhaps,  one  or  two  exce|i- 
j tions  scarceh'  understood  the  first  princi[)les  of 
I the  profession.  The  meeting  was  held  in  Sep- 
I tember,  but  a convention  of  the  teachers  of 
northwestern  Ohio,  held  at  Toledo  the  same 
month,  overshadowed  that  at  Perrysburg,  so 
thoroughly  that,  even  the  local  papers  said  but 
i little  on  tlie  subject  of  the  W’ood  county  meet- 
I ing.  The  Institute  of  1853,  held  at  Maumee  and 
; Perr}'sburg,  was  attended  by  thirty-seven  Wood 
county  teachers.  The  periodica!  assemblages  of 
teachers,  from  1852  to  1857,  partook  of  the 
; social  rather  than  of  the  educational  character, 

: but  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  their  infiuence  in 
. making  many  of  the  crude  instructors  better 
■ teachers. 

The  records  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  writer  by  Prof.  A'an  Tas.sel, 

: date  back  to  August  2,  1867,  when  the  annual 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Presbyterian  church, 

1 Bowling  Green.  The  officers  for  that  year  were 
Capt.  S.  S.  Canfield,  president;  AVilliam  W. 
Callihan,  Nellie  Brown  and  Jane  Gorrill,  vice- 
; presidents;  C.  C.  Eayman,  secretary;  Helen  G. 

1 Robins,  treasurer;  D.  A.  Aver_\',  John  H.  White- 
head  and  Guv  C.  Nearing,  executive  committee. 
Joseph  Clarke,  Eliza  Love.  Rutli  Haynes,  and 
John  Clarke,  the  secretary,  were  among  the 
officers  chosen  in  1868.  but  C.  T.  Pope  was 
I chosen  temporary  secretary  in  April  of  that  year. 
In  1869  and  1870.  Messrs.  S.  S.  Canfield  and 
John  Clarke  were  elected  president  and  secretary, 
respectivelv.  In  November,  1870,  D.  -A.  Avery 
i was  elected  president,  and  C.  W.  Munson,  sec- 
retary. In  November,  1871,  I'.  \’.  Meagley  was 
I elected  secretar}',  and  Joseph  W.  Kerr,  treasurer. 
At  this  time  the  constitution  of  the  Institute  was 
brought  to  light  and  copied  by  Secretary  Meag- 
lev.  Its  preanible  and  nine  articles  were  signed 
bv  the  following  nameii  members;  William  R. 
Barton.  Erancis  Dailey.  II.  L.  Gorrill,  Robert 
Place,  John  Muir,  R.  .M.  Donnelly,  John  C;i.ble. 
Charles  S.  St.  John,  .A.  L.  Muir,  \.  B.  Newtiui, 
E.  \’,  Meagley,  Helen  M.  \'an  Tassel,  Ipsie 
Ralston,  b'lorence  Carrick,  Nellie  Burns.  Ell.i 
Hull,  .Apalinda  .Mercer,  Hattie  Dubbs,  Jennie 
Eldridgta  Edmund  P.  Thomas,  J.imes  E.  Kerr. 
Joseph  W.  Kerr.  H.  C.  Norton.  Hattie  boote, 
Ifll.a  1'.  Evers.  Belle  Clarke,  Nettie  L.  Bronson. 
Seth  H.  I'airchild.  .Ada  M.  J.  b'airchild.  Martha 
Robinson,  Josi'pli  \\  elton,  Jamt'S  t oiidit.  b.lla 
Ralston,  Dora  ! hur>t:n.  B.  !■'  Smith,  W.  Wadi', 
Jr.,  Robert  Dunn,  .M,i\  Steedman.  Ettie  Wiley, 
George  H.  .McCartney,  H.  L.  Crane,  John  W. 
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Ebersole,  S.  G.  ILbersole,  C.  W.  St.  John,  Mag- 
gie Diinupace,  Elam  Norris,  David  J.  Cargo, 
I'lioinas  N.  Barkduli,  ^Elry  O.  Pope,  Isaac  N. 
\'an  Tassel,  S.  S.  Eong,  Emma  Whitaker,  ]£m- 
ma  Lt)Oinis,  Sarah  Brown,  Thomas  Burns,  J. 
D.  Anderson,  George  W.  Callin,  Ann  E.  Poe, 
George  F.  Canfield,  G.  A.  G winner,  Mertie 
Clark,  Lewis  Edgar,  J.  F.  Huffman,  F'.  F'. 
Palmer,  Henry  Wise,  Ella  Powder,  John  \’etter, 
Helen  G.  Robins,  W.  Wright,  E.  T.  Flays,  F'.  J. 
Oblinger,  S.  Benschoter,  E.  I).  Moffett,  Mat- 
tie  Caldwell,  Lucinda  Caldwell,  Mary  Lockhart, 
Clara  Lockhart,  Ida  Gould,  Mattie  Jackson, 
Joseph  Clark,  Kezin  Jewell,  S.  P.  Brightley,  Rose 
Call,  Maggie  M.  \’ass,  Carrie  K.  Thompson, 
Carrie  S.  F'owler,  A.  R.  Knapp,  James  A.  Yates, 
Ffmma  Frederic,  Maggie  Muir.  Franny  Muir,  Anna 
Forrest,  Helen  Hitchcock,  Libbie  D.  Hecox,  A. 
I).  Newell,  George  F.  Cowden,  Lucy  F2.  Powers, 
Marian  ?,Iuir,  Arcena  Cowden,  Myron  LeGalley, 
F'rank  W.  Dunn.  George  F'.  Wright,  Amelia 
Canfield,  Mary  Davidson,  Alvina  E.  McOuinn, 
P.  W.  Minton,  Lucy  A.  Cass,  Albert  FIrisbin, 
John  A.  Shannon,  Charles  W.  Evers,  Sophie  G. 
Knoll,  Maria  Cronker,  R.  M.  Adams,  H.  M. 
Canfield,  J.  PI.  Callin,  W.  A.  Benschoter,  Mat- 
tie  Patterson,  F'loraJ.  Donaldson,  Alberti).  Loe, 
\V.  W.  Brim,  F'.  P.  Minton,  Z.  L.  Tribble.  M. 
F.  Cowdery,  C.  P.  Taylor,  Dudley  A.  Avery,  D. 
C.  Albaugh,  John  W.  Brownsberger,  William 
Zimmerman,  Carrie  Id.  Cellars,  Jennie  E.  Fdnos, 
Hattie  M.  Noyes,  Delia  M.  Younker,  and  Nancy 
J.  Parker.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  did 
not  sign  the  constitution  at  that  time,  but  at 
subsequent  meetings,  prior  to  the  close  of  1S71, 
many  became  members. 

In  November,  1871,  Apalinda  Mercer  was 


I elected  secretary,  and  James  E.  Kerr,  president. 

In  1S72,  Helen  M.  \'an  Tassel  and  C.  P.  Tavlor 
■ held  the  respective  offices;  in  1873.  Mrs.  Id.  Id. 
i Barton  and  James  Fd.  Kerr;  in  1874.  .Mrs.  Bartmi 
I and  Guy  C.  Nearing;  in  1875,  Helen  M.  \'an  Tas- 
: sel  and  S.  S.  Canfield;  in  1876,  Kittie  M.  Smith 
I and  S.  S.  Canfield;  in  1877,  A.  R.  Knapp  and 
I James  E.  Kerr;  in  1878,  A.  Brisbin  and  J.  E. 
i Kerr;  in  1879,  C.  S.  St.  ]ohn  and  R.  M.  Don- 
j nelly;  in  1880,  1881  and  1882.  Kate  Brown  and 
' R.  M.  Donnell}’,  and  in  1883,  Samuel  Given  and 
: R.  M.  Donnelly.  The  second  record  book  of  the 
I Institute  closed  November  19,  1883,  with  a list 
of  133  members  fof  whom  only  54  were  male 
; teachers;  enrolled  by  the  secretars’,  A.  L,  Muir, 
i Among  the  names  are  but  few  of  those  which 
I appear  in  a former  page,  as  signers  of  the  con- 
; stitution.  Many  ohi  Wood  county  names,  hnw- 
I ever,  are  given,  showing  that  the  interest  in  the 
i objects  of  the  Institute  grew  with  its  age.  George 
H.  Withey  was  elected  jmesident  in  .August.  1884, 
i with  A.  L.  Muir,  secretary.  J.  P.  Baker  won 
: the  first  prize  for  spelling,  and  .\.  L.  Muir  and 
' Lola  Shropfer,  the  second  prizes.  The  same  01- 
i fleers  were  re-elected  in  1885,  while  in  1886  the 
; secretar}’  was  re-elected,  with  Id.  Ballmer, 

; president.  The  presidents  since  that  year  are 
named  as  follows:  1 N.  \Mn  Tas.^ell,  1S87  and 
1888;  W.  H.  Richardson,  1889;  ].  C.  Solether, 
1890;  W.  F.  Ries,  1891  and  1892;  Y'.  M.  Wal- 
termire,  1893;  E.  A.  Ballmer.  1894-5,  J- 
Baker,  1895-96.  The  secretaries,  since  the  close 
of  Mr.  Muir’s  last  term,  have  been  Hattie  Gould, 
18S7;  Alice  Matthews,  1888  and  1889;  .-\lta  De- 
; Riar,  1890  and  1891;  Katie  Wetzel.  1893  and 
1894;  Anna  Eaney.  1894-05.  and  Idva  Peugh. 

: 1895-96. 
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ON  .May  7,  1864,  was  organized,  at  Toledo, 
the  Maumic  Willey  riouccrs  Association. 
with  Peter  Navarre,  president:  Dr.  Hora- 
tio Conant,  Nathaniel  B.  Blinn  and  Dr. 
Oscar  White,  vice-presidents;  Henry  Bennett, 
recording  secret’ir}  ; J.  .Viislin  Scott,  correspond- 
ing secretary;  )ames  .M . Comiitock,  treasurer; 
Emer}  D.  I’otter,  br..  Samuel  B.  hcott  and 


Noah  .\.  Whitney,  trustees.  In  1865 
Brigham  to^T  the  place  of  I'ru^tec  Ih'tti'r.  ,md 
Brice  Hilton  that  ol  Dr.  White,  these  being  tlie 
only  oftlcial  clianges.  .At  tlut  time  comit\’  Ins- 
tmians  were  appointed.  )\’ill.ir>i  \ W ,i\  bi'iiig 
named  for  Wood  com:l\  In  i8o(>.  |olm  E. 
Hunt,  John  U.  Pease  and  IFerace  Sessions  were 
chosen  vice-presidents;  .Messrs.  Whitne}  ami 
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Brigham,  witli  I'rancis  I-.  Nichols,  trustees; 
Henr_\’  Bennett,  recorder;  Willard  \’.  Way,  cor- 
respondent, and  James  M. 'Comstock,  treastirer. 
In  1867,  John  \i.  Hunt,  Willard  \\’ay  and  W. 
C.  Holgale  were  elected  vice-[nesidents;  Charles 
T.  Wales,  recorder,  and  John  J.  Minor,  corre- 
spondent, who,  with  Trustees  Whitnt'3',  Brigham 
and  Bennett,  were  the  officers  of  the  society  until 
1874,  when  John  E.  Hunt  was  elected  president, 
vii/.'  Peter  Navarre  (deceased;;  Dr.  E.  D.  Peck, 
Willard  Trowbridge  and  Henry  l>ennett,  vice- 
presidents;  Mavor  Brigham,  Chauncy  D.  Wood- 
ruff and  W'illard  Way,  trustees,  and  Charles 
T.  Wales,  secretary  and  treasui'er.  In  1877, 
Asher  Cook  was  chosen  a vice-president,  and 
Thomas  Dunlap,  secretary  and  in  1878  Thomas 
H.  I -.earning  succeeded  John  E.  Hunt  (deceased! 
as  president.  In  1887  William  B.  Gunn  was 
president  and  Ruel  Alden,  secretar}'  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

Among  its  members  were  the  following  named 
residents  of  Wood  county,  the  date  being  that 
of  settlement:  Mrs.  H.  B.  Andrews,  182^; 

Henry  Bennett,  1 833 ; Nathaniel  1).  Blinn,  1823; 
Calvin  K.  Bennett,  *835;  John  Bates,  1S32; 
Andrew  Bloornlield,  1833;  Gilbert  Beach,  1835; 
William  H.  Bennett,  1833;  Richard  Bumford, 
1838;  R.  Bloomtield,  1842;  Mrs.  Henry  Ben- 
nett, 1833;  Bradford  Barlow,  1 824 ; Asher  Cook, 
1835;  Jeremiah  C.  Crane,  1827;  Joshua  Chap- 
pell, 1823;  David  Creps,  1833;  Mistress  Rox- 
anna  Craue,  1 8 1 8 ; William  L.  Cook,  i83  5;G.W. 
Creps,  1833;  Dr.  Horatio  Conant,  1S16;  James 
Dennison.  1 834;  Joseph  W.  McNeal,  1834;  Rob- 
ert A.  Forsythe,  i8i6;  John  Fay,  1833;  Robert 
Fenton,  1834;  Isaac  Hull,  1814;  John  E.  Hunt, 
born  at  P'ort  Wayne,  Robert  A.  Howard, 

Mt.  Gilead,  1823;  Francis  Hollenbeck,  1842; 
Hezekiah  E.  Hosmer,  i 837  ; Charles  \'.  Jennison, 
1818;  William  O.  Keeler,  born  1833;  L.  C. 
Locke,  1835;  George  S.  McKnight,  1820;  Albert 
Moore,  1832;  Guido  Marx,  1849;  IN  N’ewton, 
1840;  E\'eline  Newton,  1850;  George  Powers, 
1835;  Dr.  E.  I).  Peck.  1834;  Mrs.  E.  I).  Peck, 
1844;  S.  Perrin.  1838;  George  N.  Parsons,  1837; 
James  W.  Ross,  1834;  J.  Austin  Scott,  1835; 
Jessup  W.  Scott,  1832,  Shibnah  Spink,  1833; 
H.  T.  Smirh,  183S:  Mrs.  .\iirora  Spafford,  iirst 
white  woman  married  in  the  \’alley;  E.  Tuller, 
1839;  Thomas  'biernan,  1839;  Perr\'  Thoinas, 
1835;  Wesley  S.  'riuirstin,  1836;  I.  Van  Tassel, 
1829;  H.  Warner,  1835;  George  Weddell,  1837; 
John  Webb,  1822;  Chai:nce\' 1).  Woodruff,  i8;3, 
Willard  V.  Wa_\',  i8;.|,:  Eber  Wilson,  1823; 

Martin  Whirner,  183O;  David  Wilkison,  1818; 
Thomas  J.  Webb,  1828.  The  Wood  County 


.Pioneer  Society  claims  as  its  members  man\'  of 
the  old  settlers  named  ab:'ve. 

'J7u'  Pioncc;-  and  Historical  Association  was 
in  the  zenith  of  its  usefulness  in  August,  1884, 
when  Capt.  L.  Black  was  secretary,  with  Robert 
Fenton,  C.  \\h  Evers,  Daniel  Barton,  Joel  I'oote 
and  .\sher  Cook,  members  of  the  executive  corn- 
, mittee,  and  Dr.  A.  J.  Manvilie,  treasurer.  The 
oldest  citizen  of  this  county,  W.  H.  Ewing,  of 
Plain  township,  was  president. 

1 he  Mainncc  J ’alley  Moninnental  Association 
j was  incorporated  July  28,  1885,  and  organized 
, August  7.  that  \’ear,  with  1).  W.  H.  How'ard, 
president;  .Asher  Cook,  vice-president;  Gen. 
John  C.  Lee,  secretary,  and  Poster  R.  Warren, 
treasurer.  Changes  were  made  in  the  constitu- 
tion. and  August  25,  1885,  M.  R.  W'aite,  Chief 
■ Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  was 
; elected  president;  D.  W.  H.  Howard,  Richard 
; Mott,  and  Asher  Cook,  vice-presidents;  while  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  first  organization 
were  re-elected.  In  1887  the  president  and  sec- 
retary were  re-elected;  R.  B.  Mitchell  was  chosen 
treasurer,  and  R.  C.  Lemmon,  D.  W.  H.  Howard 
' and  S.  H.  Cately,  vice-presidents.  Among  the 
j residents  of  Wood  county  who  were  members  of 
I this  association,  may  be  named:  Asher  Cook, 

Joel  Foote  (1829),  1).  \\h  H.  Day  (iS;ii,  L. 
Black,  George  C.  Phelps,  R.  W.  Mc.Ma'hon,  J. 

, B.  Newton,  E.  W.  Poe.  W.  .Adams,  J.  H. 

! Whitehead,  R.  .M.  Donnellv,  .A.  Benschoter, 

I T.  C.  Beard,  M.  F.  Miles,'  R.  W.  Huffman,  S. 
Henderson,  G.  W.  Hill,  J.  F.  Stubbs.  F.  J. 
Oblinger.  John  Ebberly  (1848),  T.  |.  Sterling 
(1830),  James  O.  Troup,  M.  P.  Brewer,  George 
Knaus,  Creorge  M.  Brown.  B.  L.  .Abbott,  J. 
Culver.  J.  H.  Mitchell.  Paul  J.  Brown, 

1 F.  H.  I'hompson,  I'rank  M.  Young.  H.  C. 
Uhl  man,  kl.  G.  Strausser,  Edwin  Tuller  and  J. 
-Austin  Scott.  The  object  of  this  association  was 
to  urge  the  United  States  Congress  to  authorize 
the  building  of  monuments  on  the  battlehelds  of 
the  Maumee,  and  to  set  off  the  site  of  Fort  Meigs 
as  a National  Park. 

Licensed  7'r(/(/;  r.v. - Lists  of  the  earlv  trader^ 
or  merchants,  peddlers  and  tavern-keepers,  of 
Wood  county,  to  whom  licenses  were  granted  by 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  is  here  given.  .Man) 
illicit  <fealers  in  li(|uor  and  merchandise  were 
their  contemjioraries,  but  of  them  the  record  dev's 
not  speak,  except  when  they  were  jmc.sented  to 
the  gr:iiid  jury  as  criminals,  or  to  the  warden  of 
the  penitentiar)'  as  I'om acts 

The  old  tavern-keepers,  liom.sed  b\'  dm 
county,  were:  Daniel  Hubbel,  at  Port  Mi.imi, 

I from  May  4.  1820,  to  May,  1834,  Peter  G.  (dli- 
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ver,  at  Marmiee,  from  May  4,  1820,  to  May,  1S22; 
Samuel  .Spafford,  in  Waynesfield  township,  in 
1820  and  1821,  and  from  1821  to  1832;  Francis 
('barter,  at  Orleans  of  the  North,  from  October, 

1820,  to  May,  1825;  Almon  Gibbs,  at  Maumee, 
from  November,  1820,  to  May,  1822;  Moses 
Rice,  in  Auglaize  township,  from  rS20  to  1824; 
Charles  Gunn,  in  same  township,  from  October 

1821,  to  1827;  \\hlliam  Vance,  at  Fort  Findlav, 
from  1822  to  1826;  Horatio  Conant,  at  Maumee, 
from  June,  1822,  to  1826;  Isaac  Richardson,  in 
Waynesfield  township,  from  IJecember,  1822,  to 
1827;  Samuel  T.  Lo)’d,  at  Maumee,  from  Mav, 
1828,  to  the  summer  of  1829;  Tliornas  Learn- 
ing, at  Perrysburg,  in  1828-1829;  Wdlliam 
Houser,  at  Maumee,  1829-30;  Antoine  LePoint, 
at  Water\ille,  from  April,  1829,  to  1832;  James 
Wilkison,  at  Maumee,  from  November,  1830,  to 
1836;  John  Pray,  at  Waterville,  1S31-33;  Guy 
Nearing,  near  Miltonville,  1832-33,  and  in 
1839-40;  Alexander  McCollough,  1832-33;  Ed- 
ward Howard,  at  Grand  Rapids,  1832-33;  Jarvis 
Spafford,  Perrysburg,  from  April,  1832,  to  1854; 
Ephraim  Morse,  from  April,  1834,  to  1S38; 
Frederick  Stonebnrrn,  1834-35;  Orrin  Cook, 
1834-35;  Joseph  Creps,  from  October,  1834.  to 
1845;  Henry  Marker,  1834-35;  William  H. 
Sloan,  1835-36;  Peter  Minor,  1835-36;  Robert 
W.  Mackey,  1835-36,  and  1841-44;  Epaphrodi- 
tus  Foote,  1835  1845;  Eyman  Dudley,  1835-36; 
Isaac  Russell,  1 835-40;  Caleb  Adams,  1835-36; 
Sylvester  Hill,  1835-36;  Adam  Hernperly,  1836- 
38;  John  Sheplar,  1836-47;  Leonard  Blinn, 
1836-38;  Jacob  Kline,  1836-39;  Moses  P.  Mor- 
gan, 1836-38;  H.  H.  Hall,  1836-43;  Robert 
Cowen,  1 836-37;  David  Ross,  1836-46;  Joseph 
I-ogan,  1837-38;  Eli  Manville,  1837-38;  Samuel 
I).  Towner,  1837-38;  Daniel  Cole,  1837-38; 
Henry  Elder,  1837  41;  W’ilham  H.  Morse,  1838- 
4^n  Jeptha  Nearing,  1838-39;  David  Stabler, 
1839-40;  John  M.  Hannon,  1839-41;  Orange 
Howard,  [8s9-42;Adam  Ross,  i 839-43  ; Charles 
Kussell,  1839  -40;  George  W.  Baird.  1839-41; 
f hester  Blinn,  i 839-42  ; Christian  Musser,  1840- 
41;  Joseph  Ralston.  1840-42;  M.  Hanline. 
1840  -42;  E[5hraim  Simmons,  1840-45;  David 

f raft,  1840  41;  Charles  McCune,  1840.  1842; 
Loomis  Brigham,  1840-41;  Samuel  McCrory, 
1841-43;  William  Kelly,  1841  4f);  Bela  M.  Bur- 
iiott.  1841-42;  Richmfind  Shaw,  1841-44;  Rob- 
ert Avery,  1843  44;  S.  G.  Baker,  1843-44;  S.  H. 
Stedman,  1843  44;  Simeon  Eaton,  1844-47; 
^\ood,  1845  46;  M.  .Myers,  1846  47,  and  E. 
Kellogg,  1846-47.  This  list  embraces  se\ent\- 
four  names  of  people,  among  whom  are  a few 
men  who  watched  the  destinies  of  the  young 


count}'.  Almon  Gibbs,  who  died  in  1822,  was 
an  Abolitionist  in  his  tjuiet  way,  and  his  death 
may  be  credited  to  the  troubles  bred  by  his  de- 
- fence  of  the  negro,  Patrick,  whom  he  rescued 
from  neighbors,  who  wished  to  carry  Ihm  South. 

The  old  merchants  w ho  were  granted  licenses 
were  Hunt  N Eorsyth,  at  Fort  Defiance,  licensed 
in  December,  1820  and  1821;  William  Holli.-^ter, 
Jr.,  (N  Co.,  at  Maumee,  licensed  December  27, 

1 820,  and  1821  ; .Antoine  LePoint,  in  Waynesfield 
township,  1821  to  1827;  John  and  George 
I Knaggs,  in  Waynesfield  towmship,  from  March 
; 26,  1821,  to  May,  1823;  Daniel  Hubbell,  at  Port 
Miami,  from  May  4,  1823,  to  1S26;  James  W\-- 
^ man,  at  Fort  Defiance,  1822-23;  Tim.othv  S. 

Smith,  at  Ft.  Defiance,  1822-25;  Titus  B.  Pal- 
I mer,  at  Orleans,  1821-23;  John  E.  Hunt, 
at  Maumee,  1822-26;  John  Hollister  N Co.,  at 
Fort  Defiance.  October,  1S23;  at  Maumee  May, 
1822,  to  1825,  when  they  established  a house  ai 
Orleans;  Robert  .A.  Forsyth,  at  residence.  1822 
to  1827;  .Almon  Reed,  at  Perrysburg,  1824  to 
1826;  Daniel  Lakin,  at  Waterville,  May,  1827, 
ro  1829;  Benjamin  H.  Kirk,  merchant  and  ped- 
dler, 1829-30;  I’hilander  Brown,  the  first  grocer, 
.May,  1830;  and  W'illiam  H.  Sloan,  .Apnl.  1834, 
to  1835,  when  he  established  a tavern.  Sixteen 
merchants,  big  and  little,  held  the  field  of  Wood 
county  down  to  1835.  .A  few  peddlers  a’ppeared 
here  from  time  to  time,  in  the  face  of  the  pro- 
hibitive license  of  $50  annually,  to  share  with 
the  merchants  in  the  profits  of  trade.  The  first 
peddlers  were  W'illiam  C.  Waite,  who  was  here 
in  1824;  Norman  Sackett,  1825;  John  N.  Sloan. 
1825;  Griffith  Jones,  1832;  Washington  Tracey, 
1835;  John  L.  Smith,  1835:  Smith  d:  Co.,  1836, 
and  .Almon  Case,  1836.  When  the  license  was 
increased  from  $20  to  $50  annually,  the  peddlers 
ceased  to  come  here,  with  rare  exceptions,  yet 
the  miercantile  interests  made  little  or  no  progress; 
while  the  liquor  interests  made  rapi'l  advances. 

.S;ggcr/' rl/nCcr.v. — 'I'he  Indians  were  the  pur- 
veyors of  sugar  and  honey  in  the  earlv  days,  and 
important  customers  of  the  early  traders.  In  the 
summer  of  1862.  James  L.  Gage,  writing  on 
Defiance  in  olden  times,  made  some  general  refer- 
ences to  W'ood  county  of  1824-26.  He  says: 
“ There  were  on  the  Lower  Maumee  ipiite  a num- 
ber of  mongrel  I'rench  and  Indians,  and  m the 
fourteen  counties  there  were  more  Indians  than 
whites.  These  savages  were'  mostly  a tlegener- 
ate,  drunken  remnant  of  Ottawas  and  Pott.i- 
walamies.  There  were,  however,  a few  Wyan- 
liots  and  Miamis,  wIk'  were  splendid  si’'ecnnen< 
of  i)hysiral  man.  The  sugar  consumed  in  W ill- 
iams  and  Wood  counties  at  that  time  was  niostlv 
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made  by  tdiese  sava^^es,  Init  it  was  a nicst  bltliy 
article,  in  as  much  as  they  would  boil  their  game 
with  it,  and  that,  too,  I was  told,  in  an  undressed 
condition,  d'hey  brought  this  sugar  in  bark 
vessels,  called  “mococks,”  holding  trorn  thirty  to 
fifty'  pounds  each.  They  were  shaped  so  as  to 
be  carried  like  a knapsack.  They  used  small 
brass  kettles  for  evaporation.  These  Indians 
also  brought  in  most  of  the  honey  that  was  used. 
It  was  always  strained,  but  it  was  strained  through 
their  blankets,  which  were  never  washed  after 
straining  the  honey.” 

Wolf  Scalps.  — At  the  close  of  1S35  \volf- 
scalp  business  was  considered  deserving  of  a sep- 
arate journal,  and  from  November  2,  that  year,  to 
December  13,  1858,  a number  of  scalps  were  re- 
turned for  bounty.  Ke  Corngosh,  Missaukee, 
Aausk,  Waseon,  Pakee,  Johnson  Ouson,  Osauge, 
hunted  here  in  1835-37,  earning  $29.75, 
bounty'  being  $4.25  a scalp.  That  they  were  the 
ordinary,  lazy,  semi-civilized  species  of  red  men 
may'  be  conceived,  for  they’  permitted  many  of 
the  old  settlers  to  excell  them  in  the  chase.  Such 
pioneers  as  Daniel  Phenicia.  James  Jones,  John 
McMahon,  Jonathan  Hay,  James  Pember  and 


j George  \V.  Robinson,  discounted  the  savages  a.s 
hunters,  as  seen  in  the  disbursement  ol  $161.25 
for  scalps  from  November  2,  1832,  to  the  close 
of  October,  1837.  In  ! 838  onlv  $29. 7 5 was  paitl 
as  bounty;  but  in  1839,  the  sum  of  $(38.2  5 
paid;  in  1840,  $36.50;  in  1841,  $70.25;  in  1842, 
$49.25;  in  1843.  $73.  50;  in  1844,  $95.75;  in  1S45, 

1 $98.50;  in  1S46,  $80.  75;  in  i847,$27.75;  in  1848, 
$50.00;  in  1849,  $59.00,  and  in  1850,  $33.75. 
P'rom  1851  to  1858,  wolves  were  scarce  — only 
forty-seven  scalps  being  presented  to  the  commis- 
sioners, on  which  a sum  of  $4.25  was  paid  for 
each.  The  only  Indians  named  in  the  latter 
record  are  James  Thou'.as  and  Packenon,  each  of 
whom  presented  only  one  scalp.  Michael  My  ers, 
who  should  have  been  named  in  1835,  proved  a 
successful  wolf  hunter  in  after  years.  William 
King  received  $15.00  for  six  young  wolves;  To- 
bias Wood,  $20  00  for  eight  scalps;  while  Casper 
Wyckoff,  Dave  Burget,  John  Carter,  Orange 
Howard,  Alexander  Brown,  David  M'hitney,  John 
Ellsworth,  William  Sweeney,  Samuel  Shriner, 
William  Noel,  Pierce  Mercer  and  Peter  F.  Fer- 
ciot  brought  in  many  scalps  as  testimonials  to 
their  battles  with  the  wolves 
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Wood  Colntv  Agricultural  Societies — Couxtv  Fairs  and  Fair  Grounds — Wood  Couxnv 
Horticultural  Societv — AVooi,  Growers’  A-^sociation — Wood  Countv  Shee:i’-Brked- 
ERs’  Association— Western  Horse  Thief  Associ.vtion — Patrons  of  Hi’sbandr\ — C(2uni  v 
Council  Patrons  of  Hushandrv — \Vood  Couniw  Fair  Association — Some  A.nnu.xl  F.\ir 
Statis'i  ICS — Wood  County  F.\ir  Comranv — Far.mers'  Institu  i k. 


At  Bowling  Green.  June  9,  1851,  was  or- 
ganized'the  Wood  County  .-lyricidtural 
Society  (under  a cal!  issued  by  the  farm- 
ers and  mechanics  of  Middleton  township 
on  April  26,  1851),  when  a constitution  of  twelve 
articles  and  by-laws  of  five  articles  were  adopted. 
The  committees  appointed  to  collect  information 
were  as  follows:  Perrysburg  -S.  Jefferson  ■ and 

James  Hood;--'  Middleton  - Henry  Hood'-'  arid 
Henry  Sarvis;''"  Washington — Edwin  Tuller  and 
John  Bainber;--'  Weston — P.  Donaldson  and 
G.  F.  Guyer;  Milton  — Daniel  Barton  and 

Alvin  Clark;  Jackson — J.  1C  Dunn  and  John 
Dubbs;  Henry — W.  \\k  W'ileyand  Jackson  \\'al- 
lace;  Bloom — Edwin  Gorton-'  and  John  Russell; 
Fibeity — Fewis  11.  Cass  and  John  C.  Wouster.^ 


Center — A.  B.  Bradley  and  Peter  Klopfenstein ; " 
Portage — Joseph  Clark  and  Samuel  Johnson; 
Webster — John  Fenton,  Jr.,  and  George  Kel- 
logg; Troy — H.  F.  Wood  and  Thomas  Gorriil : 
Lake— John  La  Farree  and  Isaac  .Mien;  Mont- 
gomery— Wilson  Holcomb  and  William  Chap 
man;  Perry — Samuel  Chilcoteand  J.  G.  Willard; 
Plain — J.  W.  Norton  and  Elijah  Elliott Free- 
dom— James  Pemiier  and  H.  A.  Harris.  John 
McMahan  ■'  was  elected  presnient;  W.  R.  Peck,  ' 
vice-president;  F.  Elliott.  ■'  recorder;  (icorge 
Porr  ers  corresiiomlent.  .and  john  Bates. '■  treas- 
unr.  Flij-.ih  Elliott  proFidcvl  m 1851,  Benja- 
min tdlnev,  Dav'd  Ladd,  Edwin  Gorton. 
Henry  Hood'-'  and  John  Groves  being  m.inagers. 
The  signers  of  the  constitution,  other  tlian  those 
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whose  names  are  marked  as  above,  were  Lee 
Moore,  Simeon  Eaton,  David  Whitney,  Martin 
W'arncr,  Jr.,  James  \'anyorder,  Ernilus  W'ood, 
John  M.  Hannon,  Addison  Fay,  Geor^m  Mercer,  | 
H.  A.  Payne,  Galusha  Lyon,  Daniel  Newton,  , 
P>yron  Bassett,  John  Hood,  Patrick  Mclsaac,  ' 
Mahlon  Meeker,  N.  D.  ILinn,  Henry  Hanford,  ! 
|.  K.  Tracy,  Theron  Pike,  Justus  Simons,  Nathan  ! 
Moore,  Henry  Groves,  PL  Barntliistle,  Wbll- 
iam  Gorrill,  Henry  Piuff,  James  l^Ioom,  Henry 
Shively,  Collister  Haskins,  Sidney  L.  IPrewster, 
Caleb  Lord,  S.  W.  St.  ]ohn,  Asher  Cook,  Geori^e  ^ 
L.  Warner,  M.  13.  Tracy,  G.  J.  I^oe,  Joseph  ' 
Stokeley,  Thomas  Jolly,  William  Minton  and  N. 
W.  Minton. 

A meeting  was  held  July  26,  1S51,  when  it 

was  resolved  to  hold  a fair  at  Bowling  Green. 
The  fair  was  held  October  15  and  16  in  a 
grove  north  of  Wooster,  on  Church  street;  prizes  ' 
were  awarded,  and  the  following  nam.ed  officers 
were  elected:  Elijah  Elliott,  president;  W.  P-P. 

I’eck,  vice-president ; George  Prowers  and  W'illiam  ; 
Pdood,  secretaries;  and  John  P3ates,  treasurer.  In 
1852  a show  of  farm  products  was  made  at  Per-  ^ 
rysburg,  and  in  1853  at  P3ouling  Green.  The 
fourth  annual  fair  was  held  at  P’ortageville,  in 
October,  1854;  but  owing  to  the  season  of  cholera  ! 
p)receding,  and  other  causes,  the  meeting  was  far  ' 
from  being  successful.  The  fifth  annual  fair  was 
held  at  POrtageville,  in  October,  1855:  but  the 
attendance  was  small,  as  the  prevalence  of  chills, 
fever  and  ague  militated  against  success,  as  they 
did  in  1854.  S.  W.'  St.  John  was  chosen  presi- 
dent; C.  Haskins,  vice-president;  Lee  Moore, 
treasurer;  Elijah  Elliott,  recorder;  S.  Johnson, 
correspondent;  John  Fay,  John  Groves,  Daniel 
Newton,  George  E.  Olney  and  Jeremiah  Knowles, 
managers. 

Pn  1856  and  1857  Bowling  Green  was  the 
site  of  the  fair,  and  in  the  latter  } ear  :i  committee 
was  instructed  to  locate  suitable  ,<:rounds.  Their 
selection  was  discussed  in  July,  1858,  when  there 
were  five  directors  for  Bowling  ( Preen  and  two 
for  P'*ortageville.  On  this  vote  the  fair  of  that 
year  was  held  at  Bowling  Green,  but  the  location 
was  so  unsatisfactor}'  to  many  that  the  friends  of 
P’ortage  organized  a sepiarate  agricultural  societ\', 
and  made  an  exhibit  there  in  ‘ ' Sargeant's  Grove  " 
in  1859.  In  i860  I’errysbnrg  was  selected,  and 
the  year  after  the  war  land  was  purchased  at 
Tontogany.  and  permanent  fair  grounds  estab- 
lished there. 

The  presidents  of  the  society  from  1851  to 
the  present  time,  so  far  as  Secretary  Avery  can 
give  the  names,  are  written  as  follows:  John  Mc- 
Mahan, 1851;  Elijah  Ivlliott,  1832;  David  Ladd, 


1853;  Marlin  W'arner,  1854;  S,  W.  St.  John, 
I 8 5 5 : George  \\'illiams,  1857:  Lee  Moore.  '85s; 
Tobias  Kudesill,  1859;  John.  Bates,  i86o;  Ibaniel 
Newton,  1863,  George  P’owers,  1865;  J.  W, 
Ross,  1872;  Edwin  Taller,  1874:  P3d.  13.  Bevcr- 
stock,  1877;  H.  C.  Strow,  1879;  l^dwin  Tnller. 
iS8i;C.  W.  McL)onald,  1882;  C.  A.  Powers, 
I S84 ; Edwin  Taller,  1886;  l^'rank  l^ow’ell,  1887; 
Joe!  I'oote,  1888;  and  l^rank  ILwell,  1889-94. 

The  office  of  secretary  has  been  tilled  L)y  the 
following  citizens:  Elijah  Elliott,  recording,  and 
George  Powers,  corresponding,  1851;  George 
PLwers  and  W'illiam  Hood,  1852;  Elijah  Elliott 
and  S.  Johnson,  1855;  Elijah  Elliott,  A.  P'‘. 
Donaldson,  and  George  Prowers,  1 837 ; .Samuel 
Johnson  and  George  P’owers,  185S;  S.  Johnson 
and  Martin  W'arner,  1839;  J.  W’.  Pxoss,  1863; 
Martin  Warner,  1863;  J.  O.  Avery,  1873;  George 
Powers,  I 874  (died  during  term  of  officej  ; J.  O, 
Avery,  1874;  W.  H.  Wood.  1873:  J.  O.  Avery, 
1878;  George  S.  Kuder,  1887,  and  J.  ,S.  Mat- 
thews, I 889. 

In  February,  1883,  steps  were  taken  to  con- 
solidate rhe  W’ood  County  l^'air  Company  (which 
bad  started  a fair  at  Bowling  Green  in  iS8[':  and 
the  Agricultural  Society.  P3y  the  terms  of  the 
agreement,  the  consolidated  societies  hold  their 
fair  jointly  on  the  I3ow'ling  Green  Co. 's  grounds, 
though  each,  by  the  terms,  retains  its  charter. 

H’ccT  Cpuntv  Fair  Associatioti. — The  incor- 
porators of  this  association,  who  signed  the  arti- 
cles May  2.  I 88 1,  were  Earl  W.  Merrv,  Joh.n  K. 
Hankey.  C.  H.  Lehman.  A.  E.  Royce,  A.  |. 
Manville.  J.  B.  Newton,  R.  Wh  McMahan.  James 
\’.  Owens,  -A.  W.  Rudulpli.  1'.  PI.  Boughton,  i') 
W’.  H.  Day  and  R.  S.  Lease.  The  objects  of 
the  association,  as  set  forth,  are  the  piromotio.i 
and  advancement  of  agriculture,  horticulture, 
stock-growing  and  the  mechanical  and  hue  arts. 
On  May  6,  1881,  the  Secretary  of  State  signed 
the  act  cT  incorporation  and  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful organizations,  known  in  this  county,  was 
launched.  (Dnjulvii.  1881,  the  following  named, 
officers  were  elected:  .-\.  J.  Manville.  president : 

M P.  Brewer,  secretary;  and  iParl  W Merry, 
treasurer,  with  1'.  H.  Ltiwhead,  R.  W.  McMa- 
han, R.  S.  Lease  and  j.  W.  Canarv,  ihrectors. 
In  November,  the  deed  from  I'harle.s  and  R.  \\’ 
Goiiill,  foi  the  W.  of  the  N.  E.  j of  Sec. 
24.  T.  R.  10.  except  the  north  20  acres,  was 
acceptetl,  and  an  ordiw  to  pay  them  .$1,300  ca-;h, 
and  a note,  at  tw(j  \ears.  for  $2,300.  m.uK'  on  the 
treasurer  .d  the  association.  In  I.umai). 

}.  K.  1 lanke\  tonk  the  place  of  R.  S.  l.e.i-e  .'U 
the  directorv.  ,\t  this  time  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  society  were  adoptcul,  ami.  in  March 
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folio v.'ing,  a series  of  by-laws.  The  president, 
secretary  and  treasurer  were  re-elected  in  1883; 
but,  in  1884,  R.  \V.  McMahan  was  elected 
president,  F.  A.  l^aldwin,  secretar\-,  and  J.  D. 
Bolles,  treasurer,  and  they,  with  A.  K.  Royce, 
Harvey  Lawhead,  Mb  M.  Tuller  and  John  R. 
Hankey,  formed  the  board  of  directors.  In 
1885,  John  W.  Canary  was  elected  president, 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  re-elected,  and  they, 
with  J.  B.  Newton,  G.  C.  Phelps,  Chris  Leh- 
man, G.  W.  Hedges  and  G.  \V.  Gaghan,  formed 
the  directory.  The  presidents  of  the  association 
for  the  last  decade  are  named  as  follows;  J.  B. 
Newton,  1S86-1889;  J.  1).  Bolles,  1887-1S88; 
A.  E.  Royce,  1890;  Frank  A.  Baldwin,  1S91; 
A.  E.  Royce,  1892-1896.  The  directors  chosen 
in  January,  1896,  were  A.  E.  Royce.  Mb  R. 
Noyes,  J.  G.  Hickox,  Hugh  Stewart,  John  Trox- 
ell,  James  Ordway  and  J.  O.  Troup.  The  sec- 
retaries; F.  A.  Baldwin,  1886;  Robert  Dunn; 
1887;  F.  A.  Baldwin,  appoinied  July  25,  1887; 
R.  C.  Whlson,  1888;  GuyC.  Nearing,  1S89-1890; 
J.  B.  Newton,  1891-1892,  and  William  R.  Noyes, 
1893-1896.  The  treasureis;  J.  D.  Bolles,  1886; 
James  O.  I'roup,  1887-  18S8;  R.  W.  McMahan, 

I S89-!  890-1 891 ; and  James  G.  Hickox,  i 892- 
1896. 

The  receipts  from  the  annual  fair,  from  1884 
to  1894,  are  given  as  follows;  $3,889.30  received 
in  1884;  $4,052,45  in  18S5;  $4,298.05  in  1886; 
$4,656.24  in  1887;  $3,9o8.8oin  188S;  $5,909.70 
in  1889;  $6,  576.93  in  1890;  $6,786.15  in  1891; 
$7.356-53in  1892;  $7,061.30  in  1893;  and  7,- 
389.26  in  1894,  while  the  receipts  from  all 
sources  were  $7,945-99. 

The  Wood  Comity  Horticultural  Society  was 
organized  February  14,  1S56,  with  H.  P.  Averill, 
president ; Gilbert  Beach  and  Eber  Wilson,  vice- 
presidents;  J.  S.  Norton,  treasurer;  A.  M.  Thomp- 
son, corresponding,  and  George  Powers,  record- 
ing, secretary.  The  directors  chosen  were  David 
Wilkison,  P.  Mclsaac,  John  Bates.  Wm. 
Houston,  John  Robertson,  Thomas  S.  Carman, 
W.  V.  Way  and  Mai  tin  Warner.  At  that  time 
there  were  no  such  fruit-growers  in  northwestern 
Ohio  as  G.  W.  Klopfenstein,  and,  for  the  want 
of  such  men,  the  society  fell  to  pieces. 

'The  Wool  Grozoers'  Association  of  Lucas  and 
Wood  counties  was  organized  in  I'ebruary,  i 866, 
but  few  of  Wood  county's  citizens  interested 
themselves  in  its  objects.  R.  C.  Thompson  was 
elected  president;  P.  Read,  \ ice-president ; H. 
Kellogg,  treasurer;  James  W.  Ross,  secretary; 
Eber  Bradley,  James  'J.  Smith  and  1'.  R.  War- 
ren, directors. 

The  Wood  L\atnry  Sheep  JSeeders  .issoeia- 


\ tion  was  m existence  some  years  judor  to  1885. 

1 Thomas  Knight,  A.  E.  Royce,  J.  D.  .Vnderson, 

' Amos  Sto'.’er,  George  Knauss,  George  C.  Phelps, 
j William  Tuller,  Robert  Miller,  and  tlie  secretars' 

; J.  B.  Newton,  were  among  its  active  members. 

: The  third  annual  meeting  was  held  in  June, 
1885,  when  Levi  Kramer  was  elected  president: 

J.  Bender,  treasurer;  and  J.  B.  Newton,  secre- 
tary. * 

j 'The  Western  Horse  'Thief  A ssociation  was 
organized  in  June,  1853,  when  the  following 
named  members  signed  the  constitution;  Smith 
Bassett,  Alexander  Pugh,  Emanuel  Arnold,  David 
Pettvs,  H.  R.  Pratt,  Smith,  J.  N.  Mead 
I Alva  Gillett,  S.  C.  McDonald,  Simon  G.  Long, 

' John  W’alters,  Joel  Foote,  Abram  Bassett,  Alex- 
ander Brown,  Asa  Wright.  George  Laskev,  Peter 
Dull,  J.  McKee,  A.  P.  Donaldson,  William 
Pratt,  Ifenjamin  Olney,  Samuel  (dlder,  Ebenezer 
Donaldson,  George  Kimberlin,  Samuel  Clyrner. 
Jacob  Walters,  james  T.  Martin,  Thomas  Jun- 
i kins,  William  Bassett,  and  George  Idospelhorn. 

■ Smith  Bassett  was  president,  and  II.  R.  Pratt, 

' secretary,  in  1854.  Almost  twenty  years  before 
5 this  Societv  was  organized  one  existed  in  Libert;,’ 
j township,  the  members  of  which  are  nameo  in 
the  chapter  on  that  township. 

'The  Patrons  of  Husbandry  organized  in  1 S74. 
and  their  secimd  annual  reunion  was  held  in 
.August,  1875,  when  Thomas  Mawer,  of  M’ash- 
I ington  township,  delivered  the  address,  and  the 
' Harvest  Home  P'estival  was  celebrated  by  4,000 
persons.  In  .August,  1874,  the  first  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Patrons  was  held  at  the  Itowling  Green 
fair  grounds,  when  less  than  half  that  number  of 
people  attended.  There  were  then  only  thirteen 
Granges  in  the  countv,  with  a membership  of 
600;  while  at  the  second  meeting  nineteen 
grange.s,  claiming  1,100  members  were  repre- 
sented. The  names  of  sev’eral  associations 
: are  given  as  follows,  beginning  witii  the 
' "Pioneer"  of  Weston  tc;wnshi[i,  which  was  or- 
ganized September  18,  1S73;  Pioneer,  of  Wes- 
ton; Custar,  of  Milton;  Enterprise,  of  ^^^ashing- 
ton;  Pleasant  Ridge,  of  Plain  and  Liberty;  North 
j Plain,  of  Washington  and  Plain;  Sugar  Ridge,  <d 
j Center;  Hull’s  Prairie,  of  Middleton  ; Live  tiak,  id 
; Liberty  and  Milton;  Glenn,  of  Center  and  Web- 
ster; Bloom,  of  Bloom;  I lamm.msburg,  of  Blo^un 
and  Henry;  Hoytville,  of  Jackson  and  Henry; 
WT'Sl  Greek,  of  jackson;  Prairie,  <d  Weston;  Lib- 
ert)',  of  Liberl.y;  Prospect,  of  Montgomery:  Beli- 
villc  Ridge,  of  I’errvsburg;  and  Webster,  of  W eb- 
i ster;  all  f.'rmed  tlie  Count  .’  Grange,  of  wttieh 

K.  Junkins  w;is  then  master.  I'i’ie  records  of  ,t 
I few  of  the  granges  h:ivo  been  bruuglit  to  liglu 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1^1 


and  tlio  result  of  an  examination  of  them  given  in 
the  township  chapters. 

The  County  Council  Patrons  of  Hiisbandry 
was  organized  at  Pleasant  Ridge,  March  14, 
1874.  with  seven  granges.  E.  Brisbin,  of  Prairie 
Grange,  was  elected  president,  with  A.  Brisbin, 
secretary.  Guy  C.  Nearing,  C.  P.  Fox,  A. 
Hampshire,  A.  13.  .\bbott,  S.  R.  junkins,  A.  Fer- 
guson, A.  Rowland,  M.  Lane  and  J.  Champion 
were  also  council  officers.  This  society  of  agri- 
culturalists is  in  existence;  but  the  few  subordi- 
nate councils  or  granges  may  be  said  to  be 
supreme  in  their  lodges. 

The  JTood  County  Fair  Company  made  the 
first  exhibit  in  October,  1882.  Fruit,  vegetables, 
grain,  stock,  agricultural  implements,  carriages. 


and  even  a printing  office,  were  all  gathered  on 
the  Fair  grounds.  The  first  daily  paper  of  Wood 
county  was  printed  and  sold  on  the  grounds.  Its 
four  pages,  each  i3.Fxioj  inches,  were  filled  with 
interesting  fair  and  local  news,  nearly  column 
being  devoted  to  the  preparations  making  bv 
Sheriff  Reid  for  the  execution  of  Carl  Bach. 

The  Fanners'  Institute,  organized  in  1SS9, 
holds  an  annual  meeting  for  the  discussion  of 
subjects  relating  to  the  garden  and  farm.  The 
Fifth  Institute  was  held  in  December,  1894.  In 
January,  1896,  Joseph  Gray  was  elected  presi- 
dent; William  Hannah,  vice-president;  .Mrs.  J. 
F.  Kramer,  secretarv;  J.  D.  Halsev,  treasurer; 
W.-H.  Tracy,  G.  W'  Callin,  H.  C.  Strow,  J.  J. 
Hopper  and  Robert  Place,  executive  committee. 


CHAPTER 


III. 


l.NDiAN  Axn  PioxEER  Tr.mes — Eakly  Roads,  Bridges,  Etc. — The  “lMri>  Pike'" — Turn-Pike-' 
— Perrvsburg  and  Finde.xv  Pl.xnk  Road  Comp.xnv — Ferky.men — Perrysrurg  IMarine — 
Incidents — Wrecks — C'omr.xrisons — Railroads. 


•'’T**®herf  are  no  evidences,  such  as  mounds, 
extensive  l)ur}-ing  grounds,  or  old  worn 
trails,  in  Wood  county,  to  indicate  that  there 
was  ever  anything  more  than  a temporary 
occupation  for  war,  hunting,  and,  at  a later  date, 
for  sugar  making  in  some  of  the  maple  ridges  on 
or  near  streams.  There  was  a trail  from  Tontog- 
any  creek  through  the  chain  of  sand  ridges  to 
the  Portage  river,  abo\e  the  Infirmary  building, 
and  another  from  the  waters  of  Beaver  creek  to 
the  Portage.  These  trails  were  used  mostly  by 
the  Ottawas,  and  their  adherent  bands  of  other 
tribes  with  them  at  their  village  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Maumee,  below  Providence,  in  tlmir  jour- 
neys to  and  from  the  Sandusky  river  country  and 
the  lake  about  the  mouth  of  Portage  creek.  A 
creek  or  river  afforded  the  Indian  an  easy  way  of 
transporting  by  canoe  his  furs  and  such  baggage 
as  he  and  his  squaws  possessed,  while  he  could  at 
the  same  time  fish,  hunt  and  trap  as  he  traveled. 
It  may  be  tliat  it  was  in  this  way  that  the  Portage 
came  lyv  hs  name.  (Dn  the  early  maps  it  is  called 
Portage,  or  “ Carr\  ing  ” river.  Portage,  or  Por- 
tazh,  as  the  French  voyagers  have  it,  meaning  a 
carry  between  two  streams  or  lakes  or  around  an 
obstruction  to  na\  igation  in  a stream  — that  is,  a 
place  where  the  boat  must  be  unloaded  and  the 


cargo  carried  across,  and  often  the  boat,  if  not 
too  heavy,  is  dragged  across.  The  birch  canoe 
of  the  northern  Indians,  because  of  its  lightness, 
was  especially  adapted  to  water  where  carrying 
places  were  frequent.  There  was  another  trail 
used  on  the  journey  between  Detroit  and  the 
Ohio  river,  which  crossed  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Maumee  Rapids  and  passed  through  northeastern 
Wood  county,  as  close  to  the  lake  as  the  maishy 
land  would  permit,  in  the  direction  of  Sandusky 
Bay,  beyond  which  it  branched  — one  trail  lead- 
ing to  the  upper  Ohio,  the  other  to  Chillicothe 
and  points  lower  down.  These  latter  trails  were, 
during  subsequent  years,  much  used  in  w-ar  expe- 
ditions bv  both  French  and  English,  and  by  trad- 
ers and  explorers  making  land  journeys  south,  but 
this  end  of  the  trail  was  never  popular  with  the 
Indians,  at  least  that  part  of  it  across  the  wet 
lands  of  Wood. 

Hull’s  Trace  and  Harrison’s  Trace  are  fullv 
described  in  the  chapter  on  the  War  of  1S12. 
and  references  made  to  the  army  trails  and  first 
roads  in  the  chapters  on  the  Townships. 

The  early  roads,  considered  by  tlie  commis- 
sioners of  Wood  county,  included  one  from  the 
foot  of  the  Maumee  RapidiS  to  Bellefont.une  a 
section  of  which  forms  to-day  the  main  street 
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Howliiii^  Green.  On  June  30,  1820,  James 

Carlin,  Ephraim  L.  Learning  and  Norman  L. 
Eieeman  were  appointed  viewers,  d'he  cost  of 
laying  out  and  surveying  that  road  is  given  as 
follows:  Wilson  \’ance,  for  two  da\s  survey- 

ing — ^3.50;  Norman  L.  Freeman,  two  days  view- 
ing and  one  surveying — $3.75:  Ephraim  H. 

Learning,  three  days  viewing— $3. 00;  Samuel  H. 
Ewing,  two  davs  carrying  chain — $1.50;  James 
Carlin,  three  days  viewing — $3.00;  Ezra  Kelly, 
one  day  marking  on  the  road — 73  cents;  Thomas 
Learning,  one  day  carrying  chain — 75  cents; 
Thomas  Mcllrath,  one  day  carrying  chain — 75 
cents;  James  H.  Slawson,  one  day  carrying 
chain — 75  cents;  Jacob  \\dlkinson,  a day  and  one- 
half  chaining — $1.12.’,;  or  a total  of  $18.87.',. 

Bonds  given  by  Peter  G.  Oliver  for  $2,000  to 
open  the  State  road  from  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
to  Fort  Findlay,  and  by  Jacob  W'ilkinson  for  $50, 
for  viewing  a road  from  Perrysburg  to  a point 
opposite  Francis  Charter's  house,  were  accepted 
by  the  commissioners  in  1820.  Norman  L.  Fi'ee- 
man  surveyed  that  road,  and  reported  fully  on 
his  work  jnly  ii,  when  the  commissioners  de- 
clared it  to  be  a public  highway.  The  con- 
tractors— Thomas  Mcllrath,  F'rancis  Charter  and 
Isaac  Richardson— did  not  open  lots  i,  2 and  3, 
of  this  road  according  to  contract,  and,  in  De- 
cember, were  decidedly  at  loggerheads  with  the 
exacting  commissioners;  nor  did  Peter  G.  Oliver 
and  A.  Spafford  escape  their  vigilance.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1821,  the  commissioners,  themselves, 
viewed  the  State  and  other  roads,  considered  the 
contracts  completed,  and  settled  amicably  with  the 
persons  named. 

The  Act  of  February  2,  1821,  providing  for 
a State  road  from  Fort  Meigs  to  “ Wapa- 
koneta,”was  observed  prior  to  November  21, 
that  year,  when  John  Johnson,  of  Miami  county, 
and  Samuel  Marshall,  of  Shelby,  submitted  the 
plat  and  field  notes.  Such  documents  are  copied 
in  the  back  of  the  pioneer  record  book  of  Wood 
county.  The  plat  and  field  notes,  reported  by 
Alrnon  Gibbs  and  John  Perkins,  of  the  road  from 
the  town  of  Maumee  to  Fort  Defiance,  must  also 
be  interesting  to  surveyors  and  topographers, 
while  the  old  record  book  presents  several  re- 
ports on  other  State  and  county  roads.  That 
old  volume  is  deserving  of  the  best  care  which 
lovers  of  old  books,  in  this  old  county,  can  be- 
stow. 

A road  from  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids  to  Learn- 
ing (N  Stewart's  sawmill,  on  Swan  creek,  was 
authorized  in  fune,  1823,  and  Francis  Charter, 
David  [full  and  Horatio  G<mant  were  appointed 
to  view  and  survey  it;  but  their  repent  w.is  not 


considered  until  June,  i 824,  when  a road,  sixt\- 
feet  wide,  was  ordered.  At  this  time  a road  from 
Perrysburg  to  Grand  Rapids  \vas  considered,  and 
Ambrose  Rice,  Victory  Jennison  and  Thomas  R. 
McKnight  were  appointed  viewers,  while  a year 
after  the  road  from  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  in 
the  direction  of  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  was  ordered. 
Of  the  $309.  12  received  from  the  three  per  cent, 
fund  in  1826,  the  sum  of  $200  was  set  aside  to 
be  expended  on  the  road  from  Da\  id  Hull's  cabin 
to  Fort  Findlay,  and  the  residue  to  be  expended 
in  constructing  bridges  on  that  and  on  the  road 
between  Roche  de  Boeuf  and  Minard's,  on  the 
countv  line — all  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Guy  Nearing.  In  March,  1829,  a road 
from  Perrysburg  to  the  Michigan  line  was  ordered 
to  be  viewed,  and  in  June  a road  from  Carlin's 
“stone  shop,"  crossing  the  Maumee  at  the  ford, 
to  the  Perrysburg  road,  was  authorized.  Actit  ity 
in  road  opening  ma}'  be  said  to  be  first  mani- 
fested in  June,  1830,  when  petitions  fur  new 
roads  and  changing  the  lines  of  old  roads  began 
to  pour  in.  Tlie  Legislature  in  February,  1830, 

; appointed  James  M.  WMrkman  and  Thomas  F. 
Jotin  to  locate  a State  road  from  Bellefontaine  to 
Perrssburg,  the  line  front  Findlay  to  be  between 
Ranges  10  and  i i to  the  I'oot  of  the  Rapids. 
This  item,  with  several  petitions  for  public  roa»'s. 
was  considered  in  June,  1831,  while  m 1S32  the 
Act  for  opening  a road  from  Perrysburg  to  Bu- 
cyrus,  described  in  the  history  of  Freedom  town- 
ship as  the  McCutchenville  road,  was  discussed 
and  the  road  declared  a public  highway. 

The  beginnings  of  the  .Maumee  and  Western 
Reserve  road  are  told  in  the  chapter  on  Public 
Lands.  The  construction  of  the  “mud  pike" 
I was  begun  in  1825.  and  the  road  from  Lower 
Sandusk\’  to  Perrysburg  was  lifted,  so  to  speak, 
out  of  the  swamp.  That  mud-road,  th.e  subject 
of  all  this  legislation,  was  a veritable  quagmire  at 
certain  seasons,  .\long  the  course  were  thirty- 
I two  taverns,  where  belated  passengers  might  ob- 
tain refreshment  and  shelter,  while  the  teamsters 
were  engaged  in  lifting  coach  or  wagon  out  of  the 
mud  holes.  During  th.e  winter  of  1837  38  its 
condition  was  so  intolerable  that  the  State  grantevi 
' a sum  of  $40,000  to  be  expended  in  filling  tiie 
holes  and  macadamizing  the  road.  In  the  report 
of  the  committee  it  was  shown  that  a single  stage 
coach  in  December,  1 837,  carried  siwenteen  sacks 
of  mail  from  Sandusky,  and  aimther,  Itu  ty  sacks, 
which  had  accumulated  at  Sanduskx',  owing  I ' 
the  fear  of  the  driwrs  to  undertake  tlie  tri[>  t > 
Perr\sburg.  .\t  the  same  time,  it  w.is  pro\ed 
th.it  iluring  the  winter  months  of  1837  3-'<.  ii  ' 
less  than  5,>oo  tr.ivelers  passed  ovei  the  ro.id . 
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2,  lOO  sleighs  and  sleds  and  300  wagons,  averag- 
ing for  each  day  i So  footmen  and  S6  sleighs  and 
wagons.  In  the  summer  of  1S3S  the  work  of 
macadamizing,  from  Perrysburg  to  the  Portage 
river,  commenced,  under  the  sujrerintendence  of 
(b-n.  John  Patterson,  and  the  whole  line  to  the 
Western  Reserve  was  completed  in  1S42. 

One  of  the  first  turnpikes  suggested  by  the 
pe(g)le  of  Perrysburg,  was  that  built  in  1845.  On 
.Match  7,  that  year,  the  commissioners  talked 
with  the  directors  of  the  Perrysburg,  Findlay 
and  Kenton  Turnpike  Road  Co.,  on  the  subject 
of  the  p)urchase  of  that  road,  within  the  county. 
On  March  10,  a sale  was  negotiated  by  \^hllard 
\'.  Way,  president,  John  McMahan  and  Schuyler 
N.  Beach,  directors  of  the  road  company  of  the 
first  part,  and  the  comntissioners  of  the  second 
part,  on  condition  that  all  contracts  on  the  road 
would  be  completed  or  declared  abandoned  on  or 
before  May  10,  1843.  The  county  agreed  to 
pay  the  amount  of  all  contracts  as  well  as  $252 
for  engineering  expenses  and  the  claim  of  W.  P. 
Rezner.  This  was  a mud  road  of  a very  poor 
description.  In  the  course  of  a few  years,  enter- 
prising men  secured  it  as  a right  of  way  for  a 
plank  road,  and  in  a few  more  vears  that  part  of 
it  north  of  Bowling  Green  was  planked. 

The  Perrysburg  and  Findlay  Plank  Road  Co., 
was  chartered  by  the  Legislature  February  3, 
1849 — Schuyler  X.  Beach,  George  Powers,  E.  I). 
Peck,  W.  H.  Hopkins,  Willard  \k  W’ay,  Joseph 
Sargent  and  Collister  Haskins  ct  al.  being  the 
corporators.  Under  the  section  of  the  law.  Plain 
township  voted  $2,000  subscription,  bv  a major- 
ity of  nine  at  the  second  election,  and  Perrys- 
burg township  subscribed  $5,000.  These  sums, 
with  the  capital  of  the  projectors,  were  expended 
in  the  construction  of  a plank  road  : from  Perrys- 
burg to  a point  near  the  north  line  of  the  present 
town  of  Bowling  Green),  under  the  superintend- 
ency of  John  McMahan.  A steam  sawmill  four 
miles  south  of  Perrysburg,  and  one  four  miles 
north  of  Bowling  Green,  were  used  in  sawing  the 
native  woods  into  plank,  and,  in  1853,  or  there- 
abouts, the  road  was  completed  and  the  ine\  itablf 
toll-gate  establishetl.  Perrysburg  interests  sug- 
gested the  old  turnpike  as  well  as  the  plank  road, 
intending  to  make  the  town  accessible  to  the 
fanners  in  the  interior;  but  the  road  was  turned 
to  the  advantage  of  the  precocious  village  near 
the  county's  center,  and  exercised  no  small  in- 
thience  in  advancing  the  new  town.  d'he  record 
'>f  roads  might  be  continued  <0/  i iiftiii lum . 
b-uoiigh  has  l)een  told,  lujwever,  to  point  out  the 
early  roads  and  the  pioneers  connecteil  with 
their  construction.  To  go  into  the  numoi(-iis 


turnpike  road  enterprises,  of  1857-38  and  later 
years,  is  entirely  beyond  the  scope  of  this 
chapter. 

Ferrymen.- — The  ferrymen  must  be  named; 
for,  not  only  did  they  carry  on  important  '.vork 
I here  before  the  days  of  bridges,  but  also  paid 
I license  for  the  privilege  of  ser\ ing  the  people, 
i On  October  6,  1820,  George  Patterson  was  li- 
censed to  run  a ferry  across  the  Maumee  river, 
which  license  was  renewed  in  1821;  Almon  Gibbs 
was  permitted  to  jfiiace  a ferry  at  Miami.  October 
6,  1820,  winch  he  carried  on  until  his  death,  in 
1S22;  Moses  Rice,  at  Fort  Defiance;  Horatio 
Conant,  on  the  Maumee,  March,  1823.  to  1827: 
Daniel  Hubbell,  on  the  Maumee,  from  1823  to 
: 1834;  Timothy  F.  Upton,  on  the  Maumee.  182S 
to  1831;  and  Eunice  Upton.  1831-33;  Jonathan 
Wood,  from  1833  to  1838;  Ezra  Sawyer,  1835- 
36;  Johnson  White,  at  Milton\i!!e,  1836-43: 
Hemperlv  & Brown.  1837-38;  Marmaduke  Bunt- 
ing, 183S-39;  S.  H.  Stedman,  1844-45; 

I).  \\k  H.  Howard,  i 844-45. at  Grand  Rapids.  The 
old  record  book  closes  in  1844.  Though  defic- 
ient in  giving  locations  of  ferries,  it  is  complete 
: in  the  record  of  names  and  amounts  paid  for  per- 
; mits,  and  to  it  must  be  credited  the  writer's  op- 
• portunitv  to  deal  even  thus  briefly  with  the  earlx' 

] ferrymen. 

Perrvsl’iiri^  Marine, — The  first  craft  on  the 
Maumee  was  undoubtedly  the  light  canoe  of  the 
Indian,  which,  as  its  owners  became  lower  in 
nature's  scale,  gave  place  to  the  cumbersome 
“dug  out,"  a stout  but  tricky  boat,  which  the 
English-speaking  pioneers  adopted  on  their 
coming.  What  were  the  names  of  the  craft, 
which  carried  the  early  F'retich  exploreis  along 
the  Erie  coast  of  Ohio  and  up  her  navigable 
rivers,  may  never  be  known,  nor  will  the  historian 
be  permitted  to  write  the  names  of  tlie  little, 
trusty  vessels,  which  carried  to  the  Eoot  of 
the  Rapids,  the  hardiest  and  happiest  souls 
' ever  identified  with  the  inauguration  of  In- 
dian trade  in  the  West.  The  coureur-des-bois 
left  no  record  of  the  boats  behind.  Since  iSiO, 
however,  the  newspaper  reporter  and  custom- 
house official  have  made  it  a duty  to  keep  a 
record  of  the  river  marine,  and  from  Mich  records 
the  following  facts  are  taken.  The  okl  journa:. 
known  as  Miami  of  the  Lake,  published  in  .\pnl, 
1846,  a list  of  schooners,  steamboats  au-1  propel- 
lers, built  on  the  Maumee  below  the  r.ipids. 

In  the  first-class  wi  re  the  “ Miami.  " built  :n 
1810,  a schooner  of  25  tons;  the  “Guerriere. 
in  1827,  75  tons;  the  “Eagle,  " in  i''27.  13' 
tons;  the  “ .Antelojie, " in  1S2S.  75  tons;  tin; 
“ ,\Iichigan, " in  1832,  130  tons;  the  ••  Waiter 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO, 


joy,”  in  1835.  130  tons;  the  “ Caroline,”  50 
tons;  the  “Gazelle,”  75  tons,  and  the  “John 
Hollister,”  130  tons,  were  also  built  in  1835,  the 
“Favorite,”  1 50  tons,  in  1837,  tind  the  “Scot- 
land,” 100  tons,  in  1845 — all  constructed  at 
Perrysbiirg,  with  the  exception  of  the  “ Guer- 
riere,”  which  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  Swan 
creek.  Across  the  river,  at  Maumee,  the  “ Mer- 
chant,” 75  tons,  was  launched  in  1834;  the  “Tip- 
pecanoe,” 50  tons,  in  1836;  the  “Maria,”  100 
tons,  in  1836;  the  “Chippewa,”  25  tons,  in 
1837;  the  “Tom  Corwin,"  of  similar  burden,  in 
1840;  the  “ Robert  Hollister,  ” i 20  tons,  in  1844, 
and  the  “Ireland,”  in  1846.  The  “Major  Oli- 
ver,” built  below  Terr\sburg  in  1837,  was  of  150 
tons  burden,  and  the  “ Ottawa,”  built  at  Oregon 
the  same  year,  130  tons  burden.  They  were  all 
schooners  like  the  “ Chippewa,”  which  was  con- 
structed at  Chippewa  in  1809  and  brought  into 
the  Perrysburg  trade  in  i 8 to  by  her  master,  Capt. 
Anderson  Martin,  who  built  the  “Miami.”  Both 
vessels  were  captured  by  the  British  in  1812,  but 
were  recaptured  by  Perry,  during  the  naval  fight, 
and  restored  to  Martin,  who  placed  them  in  serv- 
ice lor  conveying  Harrison's  army  across  to 
Canada  and  up  the  Thames  in  pursuit  of  Proctor. 

In  1S33  steamboat  building  was  introduced 
below  Perrysburg,  when  the  “ Detroit,”  200  tons, 
was  launched.  Ini835  the  “ Commodore  Perrv," 
350  tons,  was  built  at  the  Perrysburg  yards;  in 
1837.  the  “General  W'ayne,  ” 390  tons;  the 
same  year,  the  “ John  Marshall,  35  tons;  in  1838 
the  “General  \’ance,”  50  tons;  in  1844  the  “St. 
Louis,”  618  tons;  and,  in  1845,  “ Superior,” 

567  tons — all  owned  by  Perrysburg  investors. 
The  work  of  steamboat  building  began  at  Mau- 
mee in  1838,  when  the  “Chesapeake,"  412  tons, 
was  launched.  In  1840  the  “General  Harri- 
son,” 326  tons  was  placed  in  service;  in  1843 
the  ' ‘James  Wolcott, ' ’ 80  tons;  1845,  the  “ Troy,  " 
547  tons;  while  at  Toledo,  the  “Indiana,"  530 
tons,  was  launched.  The  “ Oliver  Newberry  ” 
and  “Andrew  Jackson,”  built  at  Detroit,  were 
purchased  forthe  Maumee  trade,  and  other  sailing 
and  steam  craft  brought  in  under  purchase. 

The  first  propeller  built  at  Perrysburg  was 
the  “Sampson,  ’ 250  tons,  in  1843,  and  the  sec- 
ond the  “ Princeton, ” 400  tons,  in  1845.  The 
“Globe,”  300  tons,  was  launched  from  the 
Maumee  yards  in  [S43.  but  like  the  others  was 
owned  by  individual  citizens  of  Perr\sburg,  and 
by  the  Perrysburg  Steamboat  Company . 

The  old  captains  were  Martin,  of  the  “Mi- 
ami;" Jacob  Wilkinson,  of  the  “ Bhick  Snake” 
(1815);  Davit!  Wilkinson,  of  tiu'  “ Guerrien^  ” 
(1826),  and  of  the  “ Lagle  ” (1828);  ,\mos  Pratt, 


of  the  “Antelo[)e”  (1829),  of  the  “Maiia” 
11832;,,  of  the  “ Merch.int  " (1S33),  and  of  the 
“ Gazelle, ”(  1 834; ; David  Wilkinson,  captain  of 
the  steamboat  “Commodore  Perry”  (18334  F. 
K.  Forbes,  of  the  “Caroline  " (1833).  and  of  the 
“Favorite”  (1837);  C.  \h  Jennison,  of  tl;e 
“ Maria”  (1836);  D.  P.  Nickerson,  of  the  “Wal- 
ter Joy”  (1833);  Amos  Pratt  *^he  steamboat 
“General  Wayne”  (1837);  Jesse  Bailey,  of  the 
“Oregon”  (1837);  Charles  G.  Keeler,  of  the 
“ Major  Oliver  ” (1837;;  Shibnah  Spink,  of  the 
steamboat  “Gen.  \'ance  ” (1838;;  I.  T.  Pheatt, 
of  the  “Indiana”  (1841);  Amos  Pratt,  of  ihe 
“ Sampson”  (1843);  G.  \V.  Floyd,  of  the  “ St. 
Louis.”  ([844);  Amos  Pratt,  of  the  “ Princeton  " 
;i843);  David  Wilkinson,  of  the  “Superior  " 
(1843;;  Keeler,  of  the  “ Robert  Hollister” 

(1846);  Charles  Ludlow',  of  the  “Globe  " 1846,; 

Selah  Dustin,  of  the  “John  Hollister”  (1847  , 
and  William  Whlkinson,  of  the  “ Piefiance  ' 
(1847).  Ti  i8i8  tire  historic  steamboat  “ \\’a!k 
in  the  W’ater, ” was  built  for  the  Buffalo  and 
Orleans  trade,  but  it  failed  to  run  the  bar  below 
Perrysburg,  and  was  placed  on  the  Detroit  line. 
Such  schooners  as  the  “ Nancy  Jane,  ” of  which 
Jacob  Wilkinson  was  master;  the  “ Sally,”  sailed 
by  William  Pratt, the  “ Walter.  ” by  Amos  S.  Reed, 
and  the  “Leopard  " by  John  T.  Baldwin,  entered 
the  river  to  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids  in  1818  and 
1819.  The  “ I'ire  Fly,”  Luther  Harvey  master, 
entered  in  1820.  In  1823.  Capt.  Baldwin, 
named  above,  sailed  the  i 2- ton  schooner  “ Happy 
Return,”  w'hilc  Isaac  Richardson  was  master  of 
the  “ Wapakoneta,”  a little  boat  of  12  tons. 
The  “ \’ermillion,"  34  tons,  of  which  John  Bald- 
w'in  was  master,  and  “The  Packet  ” of  Miami, 
sailed  by  Almon  Reed,  entered  in  1824.  This 
Reed  was  master  of  the  “ Lady  Washington  ” in 
1823.  In  1830,  Henry  Brooks  brought  in  the 
“Essex.”  a schooner  of  30  tons;  in  1831,  the 
“Independence  " sailed  by  James  Foster,  en- 
tered the  port,  and  these  boats,  with  nearly  all  of 
those  built  at  Perrvsburg,  Maumee  and  Toledo,  may 
be  sail!  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  Maumee  trade. 
In  1837,  the  steamboat  “(jen.  Wayne,'  under 
Capt.  H.  C.  Williams,  plied  between  the  Head 
of  the  Rapids  and  Fiat  Rock,  near  Defiance,  so 
that  passengers  might  leave  Perrysburg  at  noon 
and  arrive  at  Defiance  about  7 o'clock  in  the 
evening,  or  leave  Defiance  at  o o clock  in  the 
morning  and  arrive  at  the  Head  of  the  R.ipids 
abotit  noon.  In  Mav,  1838,  the  “ .\iuirew  J.ick- 
son  " ran  between  Perrvsburg  .md  M.inh.ittan, 
stofiping  at  .Maumee,  tdregon,  I pi’cr  1 oledo  ami 
Lower  d'oK  do  four  times  ,i  d.i\  , and,  m l 830,  the 
“Oliver  Newberry  ' and  “Lrie  made  regular 
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(?ips  lu-'tween  Perrysbarg  and  Detroit,  leavin;^  at 
A.  M.  and  arri\’ing  at  Detroit  about  4 i\M. 
i'lior  to  this,  even  from  1822,  a number  of  lake 
\t-s<els  called  regularly  at  Perrysburg  c//  nuUc 
liom  Piiffalo  to  Detroit. 

In  1846,  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  Maumee 
\'a!ley  was  more  than  half  the  steamboat  ton- 
11. ige  of  the  lakes  in  1835,  lacked  only  a ton 
of  lijing  one-fourth  of  the  entire  steamboat 
tonnage  of  1845.  The  tonnage  of  sailing  ves- 
sels, constructed  in  the  Valley,  lacked  only  1,025 
pounds  of  being  one-fifth  of  the  aggregate  lake 
lonnage  in  1835,  and  only  875  pounds  of  being 
oiie-fourteenth  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  1846. 

Hundreds  of  stories  relating  to  these  days 
■ire  still  told.  Hosmer  pictures  the  determined 
. haracter  of  the  old  lake  captains  of  t.he  Maumee 
more  than  once,  and  Capt.  David  Wilkinson 
particularly.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  1840,  Capt. 
Wilkinson’s  steamboat,  “Commodore  Perry," 
was  lying  at  the  Perrysburg  dock,  the  Captain 
was  sick,  and  his  crew  were  either  sick  or  scat- 
tered. The  Captain  was  a great  admirer  of 
('ommodore  Perry,  and  alwavs  made  it  a point 
to  attend  celebrations  of  Perry’s  victory  over  the 
Piiti.sh  fleet  at  Put-in-Bay.  In  that  year  the 
great  na\’al  triumph  was  celebrated  in  grand  stvle 
at  Brie,  Penn.  Sick  as  was  Wilkinson,  he  was 
hound  to  attend  the  celebration,  and  insisted 
upon  Shibnah  Spink  taking  charge  of  the 
lioat  for  the  trip.  A raw  crew  was  collected,  the 
Captain  was  carried  to  the  boat  and  placed  on  a 
fot  in  his  room,  and  the  trip  was  made  success- 
fully, though  not  without  many  difficulties  which 
'eeineil  almost  insurmountable.  Those  who 
knew  him  were  not  surprised  at  his  making  the 
tri[),  for  all  obstacles  were  forced  to  yield  when 
he  determined  upon  a line  of  action. 

I he  story  of  the  “Queen  Mab,"  as  associated 
With  the  old  “Exchange  Hotel,”  is  a familiar 
•Tie  to  the  people  of  Perrysburg.  Inside  the  bar 
w.is  a small  trap  door  in  the  floor  known  to  but 
t -w  persons.  Beneath  was  a walled  cellar  deep 
‘iid  dark  which  was  reached  bv  a step  ladder. 

I his  unknown  vault  was  once  stored  full  of  the 
highest  grades  of  imported  liquors.  How  thev 
* nue  there,  where  from  and  when,  outsiders  did 
'lot  know.  About  that  time  a fellow  named  jack 
Dlriey  freijiiented  the  Maumee  a good  deal.  Jack 
"•*>  a New  Yorker,  a confirmed  crip[)le,  yet  a 
J dly,  openhanded  sort  of  a fellow,  a favorite 
sporting  men.  jack  owned  a little  iileasure 
‘ i-ift  ••(jiieen  Mai).’’  She  was  shi[)-rigged 

■'I  «‘vt‘ry  appointment,  [lainted  bhu'k,  and  as 
h'nd'.  i;ne  as  a bird  ami  a good  sailer.  jack  fre- 
i'lented  the  ri\er,  bay,  and  lake  as  far  as  Detroit 


and  Malden,  and  often  indulged  his  friends  in  a 
pleasure  ride  on  the  “Queen  Mab,’’  treating 
them  with  the  most  generous  hospitalit}'.  13ut 
j the  report  leaked  out  after  the  “Queen ’’  had 
I gone,  that  she  was  a sly  little  smuggler,  false 
lined  and  equipped  for  the  business,  yet  so  care- 
' fully  as  to  leave  no  ground  for  suspicion.  So  in- 
significant a craft  of  course  received  m'l  attention 
from  the  custom  officer  who  was  stationed  then 
^ at  Miami,  and  the  dark-mantled  little  “Queen" 
' had  no  trouble  in  taking  on  a valuable  cargo  at 
i Malden  in  the  night  and  making  her  way  unsus- 
■ pected  to  anv  of  the  lake  or  river  ports.  Whether 
she  ever  landed  a .cargo  on  the  island  in  the 
Maumee  in  front  of  Perrysburg,  which  afterward 
found  its  wav  to  the  dark  cellar,  is  at  best  only  a 
surmise.  Bensman  and  Thurber,  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  house,  who  were  favorites  on 
the  “Queen,’’  are  gone;  the  cellar  walls  have 
, long  since  tumbled  in,  but  the  impressions  of  our 
chronicler  are  that  Jack  Olney  could  tell  how 
that  cellar  came  to  be  stored  with  the  best  im- 
ported high  grade  liquors,  and  that  there  never 
was  a gayer  smuggler  than  the.  little  “Queen 
Mab."' 

Among  the  stories  of  wrecks  by  winds,  or  col- 
lisions, or  fires,  that  of  the  schooner  “Eclipse," 
, in  September,  1822;  of  the  schooner  “Sylph,"  in 
May,  1824;  that  of  the  schooner  “Surprise," 
April  28  or  29,  1S26;  that  of  the  schooner 
“ Guerriere  ,’’  May  29,  1832;  and  that  of  the 
, steamer  “ G.  P.  Griffith,"  June  17,  1850,  con- 
cern the  marine  of  the  Maumee,  either  in  owner- 
ship or  personnel  of  people  lost.  In  1826, 

I Capt.  David  Wilkinson  commanded  th.e  “Guer- 
riere’’ and  rescued  the  sur\ivors  of  the  wrecked 
“Surprise."  In  1832,  the  “Guerriere"  was 
I sailed  by  K.  Pember  for  John  Hollister,  the 
owner.  When  lost  on  Middle  Sister  Island.  May 
29,  1832,  it  was  Capt.  Pember  who  saved  most 
of  the  crew  and  passengers,  a woman  and  her 
four  children  being  lost.  In  1850,  Charles  C. 
Robey  was  captain  of  the  “ G.  P.  Griffith."  He. 
his  wife,  mother-in-law  and  two  children,  all  of 
Perr_\sburg,  were  drowned,  and  about  300  passen- 
gers perished  in  the  waters  of  L.ake  Erie.  Most 
of  the  crew,  too,  were  lost,  so  that,  all  in  all,  the 
burning  of  the  steamer,  in  sight  of  Fairport, 
Ohio,  that  17th  of  June,  1S50.  was  a calamity  a.-’ 
appalling  then  as  the  burning  of  a great  ocean 
liner  would  be  to-day. 

i i>rit/>(vis(ii!s.  — In  1 838.  the  merchants  ot 
Porrvslmrg  juiid  on  Ireight  from  New  N'uk  t'it\ 
at  the  r.nc  of  $22  a ton,  :vn  the  Erie  canal  and 
lake  boats,  while  from  I'errysbnrg  to  Chicago  a 
sum  ot  $10  extra  was  charged.  The  fall  rates 
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were  very  much  higher,  being  no  less  than  $4  for  . 
a package  the  Size  of  a barrel  between  Buffalo 
and  Chicago.  The  insurance  was  $12.50  a ton 
between  these  points,  and  between  Perrysburg 
and  Chicago  $8.  34  a ton.  The  completion  of  the 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad  to  Chicago,  in  1S52, 
changed  all  this,  brought  Perr}'sburg  within  a few 
hours’  ride  of  the  Gateway  to  the  West,  and  made 
traveling  a luxury  rather  than  an  affliction.  In 
1841  Toledo  began  to  take  the  lead  of  Perrys- 
burg in  marine  interests;  in  1842  seven  steam- 
boats were  gathered  under  one  management  to  ' 
run  between  Buffalo  and  Toledo,  and,  within  a 
few  years,  the  new  town  on  tlie  site  of  Fort  In- 
dustry took  precedence  in  everything  except 
beauty  of  location.  Perr\’sburg,  of  course,  did 
not  lose  all  her  marine  interests;  for,  until  recent 
years,  ship  building  was  carried  on,  and  several 
large  boats  were  launched  from  her  j'ards  each 
year. 

Raih'oai/s. — -In  1832  the  Ohio  Legislature 
granted  charters  to  twelve  railroad  companies, 
but  of  the  number  the  Mad  River  & Lake  Erie 
was  the  only  one  constructed.  In  1839  this  road 
was  completed  to  Bellevue  from  Sandusky,  and 
in  1844  to  Dayton,  Ohio.  In  1832,  when  the 
name  Toledo  began  to  mean  the  village  on  each 
bank  of  the  Maumee,  below  the  Rapids,  the  idea 
of  railroads  running  through  the  Black  Swamp 
took  possession  of  the  leading  spirits  among  the 
people,  and  Toledo  would,  in  their  mind’s  eye, 
become  the  great  terminal  of  many  systems. 
There  were  232.54  miles  of  railroad  completed 
in  Wood  county  down  to  the  close  of  1893,  of 
which  the  B.  & O.  had  24.46  miles;  the  Bowling 
Green,  21.21;  the  Columbus.  Findlay  b;  North- 
ern, 1.06;  theC.,  H.  V.  & T. , 35.38;  the  Dayton 
& Michigan,  37.34;  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.,  [5.51; 
the  T.  (!v  O.  C.  main  line,  41.40,  and  Western 
line,  40.87;  the  Toledo,  St.  Louis  & Kansas  Cit\', 
2.09,  and  the  Toledo,  W^alhonding  \'alley  N Ohio, 
13.42. 

The  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
begins  its  history  with  the  charter  granted  by 
Michigan,  in  1832,  to  the  Erie  N Kalamazoo 
Railroad  Co.  Its  history,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
Wood  county,  begins  in  1850.  when  the  Toledo, 
Norwalk  & Cleveland  Railroad  was  undertaken, 
which  was  completed  to  'Foledo.  December  20, 
1852,  and  through  service  to  Chicago  inaugiirated 
February  7,  1853.  The  Junction  Railroad  Co. 
began  [laralleling  the  T. , N.  N C.  in  1850,  ivc?  Per- 
rysburg and  Maumee,  and  pushed  forward  the 
work  as  far  as  grading  and  building  pier.s  for  the 
proposed  bridge  at  Periwsburg.  In  1853  the  en- 
terprise fell  inl(.)  the  ownership  of  what  is  now 


the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern  Co.,  and 
w'ork  ceased  along  the  line,  though  subse- 
quent efforts  were  made  to  have  the  road  com- 
pleted. The  vote  of  Perrysburg,  in  May,  1851, 
on  the  (juestion  of  subscribing  $50,000  to  the 
Junction  Railroad  Co.  was  98  p7'o  and  i contra  — 
the  odd  fellow  being  a German  laborer  who  had 
his  own  ideas  on  such  subscriptions.  In  June, 
W.  V.  Way  was  elected  a director;  B F.  Hollis- 
ter and  Jolin  C.  Spink  being  among  the  directors 
elected  October  25,  1S50.  The  Cleveland  and 
Toledo  company  constructed  a bridge  at  Toledo 
in  1855.  The  line  between  Cleveland  and  Buf- 
falo was  completed  in  1853  by  three  corporations 
known  as  the  Buffalo  & Erie,  the  Erie  N North- 
east and  the  Cleveland,  Painesville  N .-Vshtabula 
Companies.  In  1853  the  Erie  N Northwest  was 
consolidated  with  the  other  two  roads,  and  its  six- 
foot  gauge  made  to  correspond  with  the  foiir- 
foot-tcn-inch  gauge  of  the  two  roads  forming 
that  link  in  the  present  trunk  line.  The  Erie 
Gauge  war  resulted.  In  1869  the  Lake  S.hore  N 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Co.  was  formed  as 
owner  in  fact  of  all  the  lines  named,  together  with 
the  proprietary  roads  known  as  t'ne  Toledo  N De- 
troit, the  White  Pigeon  N Kalamazoo,  the  jones- 
ville  & Lansing,  and  the  lines  running  to  OilCit}, 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  organized  at 
Painesville  April  25,  1836.  was  granted  $249,000 
by  the  State,  and  large  sums  of  money  from  the 
people  along  its  proposed  line,  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania boundary  to  Manhattan,  on  the  Maumee. 
177  miles.  At  Maumee  the  crossing  of  the  river 
would  be  made  so  as  to  connect  with  the  pro- 
posed Manhattan  N Detroit  Railroad.  L'nderthe 
plans  of  the  projectors,  the  superstructure  from 
the  Maumee  to  I'remont  (twent^’-nine  miles)  was 
completed  in  March,  1842;  but  here  the  work 
ended,  and  the  sum  of  $237,220,  or  $1  i,78oless 
than  the  State  contributed,  was  lost. 

The  Pittsburg  N Bellefontaine  Railroad  was  a 
reality  so  far  as  bonds  and  good  will  were  con- 
cerned. The  Act  authorizing  Wood  county  to 
subscribe  $100,000  to  this  road  was  observed  b\ 
the  commissioners  .Vpril  23,  1839.  ''•hen  they 
subscribed  for  one  thousand  .$100  shares  and  ap- 
pointed an  agent  to  borrow  the  money.  As  told 
in  the  transactions  of  the  commissioners,  thi' 
agent's  re[Knt  and  his  resignation  were  received 
and  accejiteil,  and  the  end  of  the  enterjirise  v.as 
at  hand.  There  is  no  report  of  the  cancellation 
of  the  subscrijition.  or  of  an_\’  further  deuling  with 
the  bcmds. 

The  Cincinnati,  Hamiiton  N Dayton  R.iilriad 
Conqiany  may  be  saitl  to  ha\e  become  the  owner 
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of  Wood  county's  first  north  and  south  road, 
d'he  Dayton  & Michigan  Railroad  Co.  '•vas  chartered 
in  Oliio,  March  5,  1851,  to  build  a road  from 
Dayton,  Ohio,  through  \\h)od  county,  I'ia  Lima 
and  Toledo,  to  the  Michigan  line  in  the  direction 
of  Detroit.  On  June  17,  1859,  the  road  was 

completed  to 'I'ontogany.  On  August  18,  1859, 
the  road  was  completed  to  Toledo,  the  cost  of 
construction  and  equipment  being  $6,903,  190.92. 
T.  J.  S.  Smith  was  then  president,  Matthew 
Shoemaker,  superintendent,  and  Preserved  Smith, 
treasurer.  Ten  da)’s  after  the  date  given,  its 
iirst  freight  was  received  at  Toledo,  being  ten 
cars  of  staves  consigned  to  P.  H.  Brickhead  & 
Co.  On  May  i,  1863,  the  D.  & M.  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  R'  Da}’- 
ton  road.  Down  to  1 880,  a rate  as  high  as  ten 
cents  a rr.ile,  and  as  low  as  two  and  one-fourth 
cents  a mile,  was  charged  for  passenger  service. 
The  frieght  rates  ranged  from  seven  to  twenty 
cents  a ton  for  one  mile  to  one  and  four  cents  a 
a ton  a mile,  for  through  freight.  The  main  line 
from  Toledo  to  Cincinnati  is  202.3  niiles  in 
length;  Dayton  to  fronton,  164.1  miles;  Dayton 
to  Delphos,  94.9  miles;  Tontogany  to  North 
Baltimore,  1 9. 4 miles;  Cincinnati  to  Middletown, 
13.9  miles;  Hamilton  to  Indianapolis,  99  miles; 
and  Desher  to  Findla}-,  i8.  i miles,  or  61  1.7  miles 
of  single  track. 

The  Columbus,  Hocking  \’alley  & Toledo 
Railway  was  conceived  in  1867,  to  remedy  the 
delays  in  travel  between  Cincinnati  and  Toledo, 
via  the  Cleveland,  Columbus  & Cincinnati  and 
the  Cleveland  and  Toledo  Railroads.  At  a meet- 
ing held  in  Columbus  in  1867.  Gen.  Robinson, 
of  Hardin  county,  presiding,  with  Fred  R.  Miller, 
of  Wood  county,  secretary,  it  was  resolved  to 
continue  the  Columbus  & Hocking  Valley  Rail- 
road, then  in  operation  northward.  At  a meet- 
ing held  the  same  year  in  Toledo,  the  authoritv 
to  seek  charters  for  four  companies  was  given; 
C.  C.  Waite,  a son  of  Chief  Justice  M.  R.  Waite, 
was  appointed  chief  engineer,  and  by  December 
13.  1867,  hs  reported  the  survey  of  a line,  123.^ 
miles  in  length,  from  Toledo,  -via  New  Rochester, 
Free[)orl,  West  Millgrove,  Fostoria,  Springville, 
Upper  Samiusky,  Marion,  Middleton,  Bellepoint, 
\\Tite  Sulphur  Springs,  and  Dublin,  to  Colum- 
bus. This  line  was  not  adopted.  Within  a 
year  or  two  the  “West  Line,  " 127,’,  miles  long, 
was  surveyed  through  Bowling  Green  and  Mary  s- 
ville, while  the  “Last  Line,"  123.7  miles  in 
length,  was  surveyed  almnst  ewer  the  route  id'  the 
survey  of  1867.  In  .March,  1873,  the  choice  of 
routes  was  submitted  to  the  Toledo  comieil,  and 
that  body  selected  the  eastern  survey.  In  May. 


' 1873,  Toledo,  which  had  donated  $200,000  to- 
ward the  construction  of  the  Fast  Line,  voted  a 
similar  sum  toward  the  construction  of  a road 
! o\'er  the  western  survey.  Work  was  begun  under 
the  charter  of  May  28,  1872,  to  the  Columbus  N: 
Toledo  Co.,  and  to  the  other  road,  on  each  line, 

I but  the  supreme  court  declared  its  donations  un- 
, constitutional,  and  this  judgment  caused  the  ces- 
j sation  of  work  on  the  “West  Line,"  while  the 
j “ East  Line ’’ builders  pushed  forward  their  enter- 
prise, and  on  December  5,  1876,  saw  the  road 

! completed.  On  January  10.  1877,  the  first 

through  passenger  train,  over  that  road,  rolled 
through  Wood  county  cji  route  to  Columbus. 

The  Toledo  iN  W'oodville  Railroad  was  a local 
enterprise  of  1869,  suggested  to  Toledoans  by  the 
greed  of  the  Lake  Shore  N;  Michigan  Southern, 
which  down  to  that  date  commanded  'Toledo's 
commercial  aspirations  east  of  the  river,  and  op- 
posed them  in  many  ways.  This  terminal  road 
was  to  e.xtend  22,f  niiles  southeast  to  Woodville, 
in  Sandusky  count\',  and  offer  to  the  new  roads 
an  easy  entrance  into  the  city.  A sum  of  $430,- 
000  w'as  voted  by  the  citizens  toward  the  con- 
. struction.  J.  H.  Sargent  surveyed  the  line,  and 
April  10,  1870,  J.  Edwin  Conant  was  awarded 
the  contract  for  construction;  but  he  surrendered 
such  contract,  and  '.lay  4,  187!,  the  directors 
contracted  with  the  Baltimore  N Ohio,  the  To- 
ledo & Michigan,  and  the  Mansfield,  Coldwater 
iS:  Lake  Michigan  Companies  to  pay  for  right  of 
1 way  and  depot  grounds,  and  bridge  the  Maumee, 
the  citv  giving  $420,000  in  bonds,  if  the  work 
were  conifileted  within  eighteen  months.  The 
companies  named  contracted  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Tvailroad  Companv  to  iron  the  road,  build 
depots,  machine  shops,  and  equip  the  little  sys- 
tem. On  June  i i,  1872,  the  trustees,  displeased 
with  the  slow  procedure,  accepted  a contract 
from  the  Pennsyhania  Companv.  On  May 
I,  1873,  the  road  was  open  for  traffic,  and  T'eb- 
ruary  2.  1874.  a train  of  twenty-seven  cars  left 
Toledo  for  Philadelphia.  In  1S78.  the  trustees 
sold  the  road  to  the  Pennsyhania  Company  for 
$225,000.  without  conditions.  It  maybe  called, 
a terminal  road,  since  the  great  Pennsxhania 
Company,  and  theC.,  H.  \h  N Toled  ) use  it  in 
entering  from  the  south;  the  Detroit  N t'anada 
Southern,  the  Toledo.  Ann  .\rbor  N Norlhi  Mich- 
igan. and  the  (')hio  N:  .Michigan,  in  entering  from 
the  north.  It  is  not  now  known  by  its  original 
name.  The  Toledo  N State  I.ine  road,  built  m 
1872  73,  was  merged  into  the  Penns\  h .uita  s\s- 
tem,  and  now  form- a part  of  that  ro.id. 

The  ( )hio  Central  ('omp.in\'  is  the.neu'  mime 
of  tin:  .\tl,i:itic  N L ike  Erie  Railroad  Comp.in_\, 
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incorporated  in  June,  1869,  to  build  a railroad 
from  Toledo,  7'ia  Fostoria,  Bucyrus,  Mt.  Cdleari, 
New  Lexington  and  Athens,  to  Columbus.  What 
work  was  done  under  that  charter  became  the 
property  of  the  reorganized  company — the  Ohio 
Central  Railroad  Company — in  1879,  when  the 
Sunday  Creek  Valley  road  was  absorbed.  In 
1880,  the  branch  from  Corning  to  Shawnee,  in 
Perry  county,  was  completed  and  accepted  by 
the  new  company,  so  that  by  the  new  year  of 
t88i,  148  miles  of  road,  from  Bush’s  Station  to 
Toledo,  and  sixty-hve  miles  from  Corning  to 
Columbus,  were  in  operation.  From  September 
29,  1883,  to  April  15,  1885,  the  company’s  af- 
fairs were  in  the  hands  of  a receiver.  Then  the 
bondholders  became  owners,  and  reorganized  as 
the  Toledo  & Ohio  Central  Railwa\'  Company. 
In  August,  1886,  the  company  leased  a portion 
of  the  Kanawha  N:  Ohio  Railroad,  and  entered  on 
that  prosperous  business  career  v\hich  has  made 
it  not  only  a great  international  coal-road,  but 
also  a great  freight  and  passenger  road  between 
Central  and  Northern  Ohio.  On  January  30, 
1883,  the  last  spike  in  the  Toledo  and  Indian- 
apolis road,  between  Toledo  and  Findlay,  was 
driven.  On  January  27,  the  first  hand-car  rolled 
into  Bowling  Green,  and  three  days  later  passen- 
ger trains  brought  invited  guests  to  the  barbecue 
at  Allentown,  or  Cygnet,  in  Bloom  township, 
tendered  by  E.  Shinabarger,  the  owner  of  the 
new  village,  in  recognition  of  the  completion  of 
the  road.  The  gross  earnings  for  the  year  ending 
August  3!,  1895,  amounted  to -1 1 ,903,990.04,  and 
the  net  earnings  to  $190,740.  23. 

The  Toledo,  St.  Louis  N;  Kansas  City,  known 
as  "The  Clover  Leaf,”  is  the  new  name  of  the 
Toledo,  Delphos  N Burlington  Railwaw  The 
company,  organized  in  May,  1879,  as  the  legal 
name  of  the  consolidated  companies,  known  as 
the  Toledo,  Delphos  N Indianapolis  RaiKvav  Com- 
pany, organized  in  1872;  the  Toledo  N ^iaumee 
Narrow  Gauge,  incorporated  the  same  year;  the 
Delphos  N Kokomo,  and  the  Delphos.  Bluffton 
& Frankfort,  incorporated  in  1877. 

The  project  of  building  the  Toledo,  Thornton 
& St.  Louis  Railroad  was  discussed  m January, 
1872,  before  a meeting  held  at  Bowling  Green, 
Dr.  T.  M.  Cook,  E.  Reed,  S.  L.  Boi'ghton  and 
E.  A.  Barton  being  the  principal  speakers. 

In  1880  the  Dayton,  Covington  N Toledo  was 
absorbed,  and  in  March,  188.1,  the  Dayton  N 
Southeastern.  The  last  named  com[)anv’s  line 
from  Dayton  to  Gallipolis,  144  miles,  was  con- 
structed, in  fact,  by  the  T.  D.  N B. ; in  1881 
the  branch,  from  Lebanon  to  the  junction,  with 
tlie  Ciiicinn.iti  Northern,  was  built,  and,  same 


year,  a branch  from  Wellston  to  Ironton  was 
commenced.  The  extension  of  the  Swan  Creek 
road  to  Hamilton  street,  Toledo,  where  it  con- 
nects with  the  T.,  St.  L.  o:.  K.  C.,  was  an  indi- 
vidual rather  than  a corporate  enterprise.  George 
Laskey,  who  resided  at  Grand  Rapids  until  his 
removal  to  Toledo,  in  1877,  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  T.,  St.  L.  & K.  C.  system.  It  was  a 
narrow-guage  road  connecting  Grand  Rapids  with 
Toledo,  and,  until  and  since  its  absorption  by  the 
"Clover  Leaf, ’’the  principal  aid  to  Grand  Rapids’ 
trade  and  commerce. 

Baltimore  N Ohio  Railroad. — The  beginnings 
of  this  historic  railroad  were  made  July  4.  182."', 
by  no  less  a personage  than  Charles  Carroll,  of 
Carrollton.  The  nucleus  of  this  present  immense 
system  was  for  man\' years  the  only  means  of  rapi'i 
transit  between  the  Forks  of  the  Ohio  and  Balti- 
more. In  later  years  the  road  was  gradually  ex- 
tended westward,  after  the  design  of  its  founders, 
and  in  our  own  rimes,  by  new  lines  and  consolida- 
tion of  short  roads,  pushed  forward  its  iron  bands 
to  the  Gateway  of  the  West,  becoming,  under 
the  Garretts,  a trunk  line  connecting  Lake  Michi- 
gan with  the  Chesapeake—  the  old  city  of  Mary- 
land with  the  new  and  precocious  cit_\-  of  Illinois. 
Earlv  in  1872  the  work  of  construction  between 
Newark  ('Ohio)  and  Chicago  was  entered  upon, 
and  this  extension  of  363  miles  completed,  tb.e 
road  was  opened  for  traffic  to  Baltimore,  83; 
miles,  in  November,  1874.  The  Pittsburg  N 
Western,  leased  for  some  years  b}’ the  Baltimore 
(fl;  Ohio  Company  became  the  property  of  tire 
I company  in  1891.  and,  with  the  new  road  from 
Akron  to  Chicago  Junction,  is  used  as  the  short 
line  between  Chicago  and  Baltim.ore — the  old 
line  z’ia  Bellaire  and  Grafton  being  858.8  miles, 
or  27.8  miles  longer  than  the  road  zTa  Akron  and 
Pittsburg.  The  total  length  of  the  four  great 
divisions  of  this  system  is  2,052.98  miles,  to 
which  may  be  added  614.68  miles  of  second, 
third  and  fourth  track,  and  756.74  miles  of  side 
track,  or  a total  of  3,424.  35.  The  rolling  stock 
embraces  896  locomotives,  689  passenger  coaches 
and  27,589  freight  cars.  At  Chicago  its  terminal 
facilities  are  represented  by  the  great  depot  and 
yards  known  as  the  Graml  Central  Depot,  a mod- 
ern palace  on  Harrison  street,  near  the  business 
center,  while  at  \\''ashington  and  Baltimore  its 
terminals  hold  even  as  close  a relation  to  the 
hearts  of  these  cities.  The  main  line  through 
Wooti  countv  (twenty-four  miles  in  length  within 
this  coui\t\- 1 w :is  constructed  under  the  charter  ot 
1872.  On  this  ili\ ision  .ill  through  tiainsover 
tile  old  and  new  ro.uls  run,  arfoniing  unusual  ad- 
yantages  to  the  southern  half  of  the  county,  d he 
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r.i.u!  mav  be  credited  with  founding  the  thriving 
ji.wiis  of  North  Baltimore  and  Bloorndale,  and 
the  villages  of  Welker,  Ifairdstown,  Denver  and 
Hovtvilic;  for  without  it,  enterprising  men  would 
<i'arcely  seek,  on  their  sites,  safe  places  for  the  in- 
vestment of  capital.  The  e.xhibit  of  the  Balti- 
more vV  Ohio  at  the  W'orld's  Fair  was  in  itself  a 
historv  in  iron  and  wood,  showing  the  quaint  be- 
(uniiings  of  the  road  in  contrast  with  its' present 
magnificence  in  extent  and  equipment.  The  gen- 
eral superintendent  makes  headquarters  at  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  while  the  general  passenger  agent — 
t harles  O.  Scull — has  his  office  in  ISaltimore,  the 
birthplace  of  the  road. 

The  Bowling  Green  & Tontogany  Railroad, 
and  the  Bow’ling  Green  & North  Baltimore  Rail- 
road are  referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  Bowling 
Green. 

The  Toledo  & ?>Iaurnce  \'alley  Railroad  Corn- 


^ pany  was  organized  by  Parks  I'oster,  W.  A. 

, Taylor,  Thomas  H.  Tracey,  A.  K.  Detweiller  and 
others,  to  build  a road  from  Toletio  to  Perrys- 
burg.  The  road,  eight  miles  in  length,  was  com- 
pleted in  Augu.^t,  I M94  (in  forty  days),  eigb.t 
miles  from  the  Toledo  city  limits  to  Perrysburg. 
Farly  in  1895  this  company  widened  the  bridge 
at  Perrysburg,  so  that  this  road  will  connect  witli 
the  company's  road  to  .Maumee,  making  a belt 
road.  Proposed  extensions  of  this  electric  s\'s- 
tem  are  seriously  entertained,  and  it  would  not 
be  surprising  to  learn,  within  a tew  years,  that 
all  the  important  towns  and  villages  of  the 
i county  were  connected  with  the  county  seat  bv 
electric  railways.  [Since  the  writing  of  the  abo\  e 
the  road  has  been  extended  to  Bowling  Green, 
completed  October,  1 S96,  and  is  in  operation 
' under  .the  name  of  The  Toledo,  Bowling  Green 
and  Fremont  Electric  Railroad.] 
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But  little  is  known,  comparatively,  outside 
of  official  sources  about  the  history  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  chapter,  for  which  no  higher  rank 
is  claimed  than  that  of  a compilation,  onl}-  a few 
the  more  important  matters  can  be  noted;  yet 
sufficient,  perhaps,  to  enable  the  ,general  reader 
obtain  a greater  knowledge  of  the  original 
history  of  the  lands  in  this  portion  of  the  Na- 
boual  domain,  which  have,  within  the  memor\- 
“f  men  yet  living,  been  subdued  and  trans- 
furincd  from  a dense  wihlerness  of  forest,  into 
pleasant  farm  homes  and  villages. 

The  public  lands  of  the  United  States  were 
•leiiuired  by  treaty,  cessions  by  States,  conquest 
"r  purchase.  L'nder  the  treaty  of  [leace  of  Sep- 
tember q,  17.83,  closing  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, Great  Britain  reco.gnizeil  the  United  States, 
Its  sovereign  and  indc[iendent,  and  relinqnislied 


all  proprietary  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same.  During  the  period  of  .government  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  .Articles  of  Confed- 
eration. the  Western  lands,  which  included  the 
entire  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and 
north  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  west  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, became  the  subject  of  much  heated  discus- 
sion among  the  tiiirteen  original  St.ites,  each 
claiming  tlie  right  to  control,  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  such  of  the  lands  as  it  claimed  to  own,  .M.mv 
of  the  claims  confiictcvl,  on  account  of  overlap- 
ping boundaries,  as  defined  in  the  grants  from 
(.'Treat  Piritain,  to  the  different  colonies  and  to  in- 
dividuals; but  this  difficulty  was  fin.diy  adjusteii. 
bv  deeds  of  cession  from  the  several  Si.itos  to 
the  National  Government.  When  the  Govern- 
ment was  subsoiiueut I V orgam/ed.  the  title  t"  the 
unappropriated  public  lands  became  vested  in  it,  as 
the  successor  of  the  Government,  under  the  Con- 
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federation.  At  this  time  the  Missis.sippi  river  was 
tlie  western  boundai}-  of  tlie  United  States. 

Within  a few  inoiiths  after  the  treaty  of 
peace  betv\-een  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  and  after  the  cession  of  Western  land,  b\' 
the  States  of  New  York  and  \'irginia.  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederation  immediately  began  to 
take  steps  toward  the  organization  of  the  Western 
Terxitory.  A committee  of  three  members,  con-  ! 
sisting  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  Mr.  Chase,  and  l\fr. 
Howell,  submitted  to  Congress  resolutions  em- 
bodying a plan  for  the  temporary  government  of 
this  Territory.  These  resolutions  provide  that  the 
lands  ceded,  or  to  be  ceded,  by  individual  States 
to  the  United  States,  when  the  same  shall  have 
been  bought  of  the  Indian  inhabitants,  and  of- 
fered for  sale  by  the  United  States,  shall  be 
formed  into  additional  States. 

Indian  Treaties. — The  several  treaties,  al- 
ready referred  to  at  length,  were,  in  the  earlier 
instances,  treaties  of  occupancy,  and,  in  the  later 
cases,  treaties  of  cession.  They  were  written  for 
this  chapter;  but,  as  Mr.  Evers  had  also  sum- 
marized them  in  connection  with  the  military 
movements  against  the  Indians,  they  are  omitted 
here. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  these  relin- 
quishments were  made  on  the  part  of  the  Indians 
without  an  equivalent.  Large  sums  of  money 
were  paid  to  them,  and  stipulated  to  be  paid,  in 
perpetual  annuities,  as  well  as  goods  and  mer- 
chandise. Lor  instance,  at  one  of  the  treaties  it 
was  stipulated  that  the  United  States  should  pay 
ten  thousand  dollars,  in  goods,  and  a perpetual 
annuity  of  two  thousand,  four  hundred  dollars, 
besides  furnishing  the  Indians  with  two  black- 
smiths for  ten  years.  And,  among  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapids,  the 
United  States  engaged  t(j  erect  a sawmill  and 
gristmill,  for  the  use  of  the  Wyandots,  and  to 
provide  and  maintain  two  blacksmiths,  one  for 
the  use  of  the  Wyandots  and  Senecas,  the  other 
for  the  Indians  at  Hog  creek. 

In  reviewing  these  treaties,  made,  from  time 
to  time  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Indian  tribes,  who  claimed  the  right  of  possession 
to  the  soil,  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the 
Indians  received  a just  equivalent  in  rnonev  and 
goods,  or  otherwise,  and  thereby  the  United 
States  obtained  an  absolute  title  to  the  land.  It 
is  an  historical  fact  that  none  of  the  public 
lands  had  ever  been  disposed  of,  b}'  the  Govern- 
ermnent,  prior  to  its  cession  bv  the  Indians. 

Surveys  and  Sales. — Congress  had  entire 
control  of  the  public  lands,  and  in  .May,  17S4.  a 
committee,  previously  appointed,  reported  an  Or- 


dinance for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  locating  and 
disposing  of  the  lands  in  the  WTstern  Territory, 
This  Ordinance  was  discussed  and  amended,'  un- 
til finally,  on  May  20,  1785,  it  passed,  providing 
for  townships,  each  six  miles  square  and  contain- 
ing thirty-six  sections,  each  one  mile  square.  The 
first  jniblic  surveys,  under  this  Ordinance,  embrace 
lands  running  north  from  the  Ohio  ri\er,  known 
as  the  “ Seven  Ranges."  The  sections  were  num- 
bered from  one  to  thirty-six,  commencing  with  No. 
I in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  township,  and  run- 
ning from  south  to  north,  in  each  tier,  to  No.  30, 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  township,  as 
shown  in  the  following  diagram: 
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From  May  20,  1785,  the  three  commissioners 
composing  the  IxDard  of  treasury  made  sales,  and 
assumed  control  of  the  administration  of  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  public  lands.  The  first 
officer  in  charge  of  the  sur\eys  was  styled:  ••  The 
Geographer  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  only 
person  who  ever  held  the  office  was  Thom. is 
Hutchins,  who  served  from  1785  up  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1 789.  After  his  death  the  man- 
agement of  the  surveys  devolved  upon  the  board  ot 
the  treasury,  until  a special  officer  was  again 
placed  in  charge,  under  the  .A,ct  of  1796,  which 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  a surveyor-gen- 
eral, and  w'hich  directeil  the  survey  of  that  part 
of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  ri\ er,  in  which 
the  titles  of  the  Indian  trifies  had  I'een  extin- 
guished, and  which  hmi  not  been  already  con- 
vevt'd  bv  patents,  or  diviiled,  in  pursuance 
('ll  the  Ordinance  passed  May  20,  1785,  or 

which  has  not  been  lu'retofore  and  during  tlu' 
present  session  ot  Gemgress,  may  not  be  appro- 
priated for  satisfying  military  land  bounties,  and 
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lor  other  purposes.  Said  lands  to  be  divided  by 
ii.iitti  and  south  lines,  run  according  to  the  true 
■ iicridian,  and  by  others,  crossin^j  them  at  right 
.ntples,  so  as  to  form  townships  of  six  miles 
st|uare.  One-half  of  the  said  townships,  tak- 
ing them  alternatel}',  to  be  subdi\ided  into  sec- 
tions, by  running  through  the  same  each  wa}', 
parallel  lines,  at  the  end  of  every  two  miles,  and 
i.v  marking  a corner,  on  each  of  said  lines,  at  the 
end  of  every  mile.  It  was  further  pro\’ided,  that 
the  sections  should  be  numbered  progressively, 
h(g;inning  with  No.  i.  in  the  northeast  section, 
.iiid  proceeding  east  and  west,  alternately, 
jhiough  the  township,  till  the  36th  section  be 
eompleted  in  the  southeast  corner.  This  method 
of  numbering  sections  is  still  in  use,  and  is  illus- 
trated by  the  following  diagram: 
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It  was  further  provided,  that  whenever  seven 
ranges  of  townships  were  surveyed  below  the 
<<reat  Miami,  the  surveyed  sections  were  to  be 
first  offered  for  sale,  in  whole  sections,  at  public 
auction,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  or 
Secretary  of  the  Territory,  said  sales  to  be  held 
at  t incinnati  and  at  Pittsburg.  They  were  to 
be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  but  for  not  less 
than  two  dollars  per  acre,  one-twentieth  part  of 
the  purchase  mo'ieydown,  and  within  thirty  tlays 
enough  more  to  make  one-half  of  the  purchase 
money,  and  one  year’s  credit  for  the  remaining 
half.  The  townships,  remaining  undi\  ided,  were 
to  be  sold  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  tiirec- 
tion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  tracts 
"f  one  <|u.irter  of  a township,  and  for  not  less 
than  two  dollars  pi.-r  acre.  1'he  four  central  sec- 
tions in  each  township  were  reserved  from  sale. 

I he  lands  also  remaining  unsold,  in  the  “ Seven 
Ivanges,"  which  were  surveved  under  the  Ordi- 


nance of  May  20,  17S5,  including  the  lauds  sold 
but  not  paid  for,  weie  ordered  to  be  sold  as  fol- 
lows: The  townships  which  were  directed  to  be 
sold  entire,  under  said  Ordinance,  to  be  offered 
for  sale  at  Philadelphia,  at  public  vendue  in 
quarter  townships,  reserving  the  four  center  sec- 
tions; the  other  townships,  directed  to  be  sold 
under  said  Ordinance,  in  sections,  to  be  offered 
for  sale,  at  Pittsburg,  under  the  regulations  jiro- 
I vided  for  herein. 

Under  this  Act,  Rufus  Putnam  was  a[)pointed 
surveyor-general,  and  served  until  1803.  From 
1803  to  1813,  Capt.  Jared  Mansfield,  of  the 
I United  States  army,  tilled  the  office,  and.  aided 
by  Thomas  Jefferson,  made  many  useful  changes 
and  improvements  in  the  system  of  surveys. 

On  May  10,  1800,  the  Act  of  May  18,  1796, 
was  amended,  and  further  provided  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  four  land  offices,  at  Cincinnati, 
Chillicothe,  Marietta  and  Steubenville:  each  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  an  officer,  to  be  known 
as  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office.  The  lands 
were  to  be  sold  in  sections  and  half-sections,  for 
I not  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,  purchasers  to 
deposit  one-twentieth  part  of  the  purchase 
money,  on  the  day  of  sale,  and  within  forty  day^ 
to  pay  one-fourth  part  of  such  purchase  money, 
including  the  amount  deposited;  anot'ner  fourth 
to  be  paid  within  two  years;  another  fourth 
within  three  years,  and  the  remaining  fourth, 
within  four  years  from  date  of  sale,  with  interest, 
at  six  per  cent.,  upon  the  deferred  pavinetit-. 
The  purchaser  was  also  required  to  pa\'.  exclu- 
sive of  the  purchase  money,  a surveying  fee  of  six 
dollars  for  each,  section,  and  thiee  dollars  f«,'r 
each  half  section,  purcliased  by  him.  Section 
I 12,  of  the  Act  of  March  2f'),  1804,  pro\  ided,  that 
! the  sections  of  land,  reserved  under  former  Acts, 
should  be  offered  for  sale,  in  quaiter  sections,  to 
the  highest  bidder,  under  the  directions  of  the 
register  of  the  land  ofiice,  and  the  receiver  ot 
public  moneys,  where  tlie  land  offices  are  kept; 
the  sales  to  remain  o[mn  at  each  land  office  for 
three  weeks  onl\',  and  the  lands  not  to  be  sed.d 
for  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre.  Tb.e  .\ct  id 
February  ii.  1805,  authorized  the  survevor-gen- 
eral  to  cause  all  the  lands,  which,  muler  the  .\ct 
of  179b,  were  sub-divided,  bv  running  through 
the  townships  paralh.!  lines,  each  wav.  :it  the 
end  of  e\’erv  two  miles,  and  bv  marking  ;?  corner 
on  each  of  the  said  lines,  at  the  eini  of  ever\ 
mile,  to  be  sub-divided  into  sections,  bv  running 
straiglit  lines  from  th  .'  mile  corners  thus  m.irk.  d. 
to  the  opposite  Corresponding  corners,  as  nc.irlv 
as  possible,  eijui-distant  from  the  corners  of  t!ie 
sections  on  the  s.tme. 


r in V wo. vh 


lit 

IJi'.l  l' 

:!■»  V 

'1  -■' 


ti.  ' f iMi  fr 

.' '.  f (■/<..'|  ) ■>.  Ow.i 
<l  '<<  • n -f.N  .j- 

iv.'f  . ■*(>%'  -j.i) 

'I'*' 


' ; ''4*  :-n  I . 

1 1 r \ 1 . 


!•*; 


'i:  r? 


/ 


tr.i 

s ; ! ; 

t J ; 
■'}  - / ■ 
j 0 . 

t 

.;!!•  ■ 


Jic<. 

•:'.l 


n , ■ , V ; 

■ ' ; ! , : f *;  ■ I - 

' ' .’  .■  '■-.•r;;  ri 

[ !•)■'■»  ■ J JO’il 

''I”.  ''j.-kii'} 

■ vd 

‘ biih 

■ ■ ; ...'I  • U?/.  IJ(> 

.'''jbir.'i'tn'fefjv/ 

'■  - ' l.'>  Oi 

'■''ll.  ■ . ..  i !•' 

'M'>  .n-!*’' ?<>f>nii  0(1 
■1  • *-*  ' (il  I'f* 

"t  . .0  iY;  bl'.-';-.  ' -O.  j 

I ■■•■:  fif'..! I,  :: 

:'l  ' , .qf.il 

■ L'  . -b’-idj  |)K 

I -"w,  , 7cq  OjJ 

. 1-  I.'.lliv/  i.i'i.q  'ifij  o:‘ 

..  I '1 » oitmH  mdbv/ 

' •■■77J7  1!L)c}  l.-filjw 

■ • i.io*)  'uq  xi?  jf; 

'I'  - 7:  - I JdCffriijq  orfT 
. •'V’C'.q  aMi  in  a/ii 

• ■H  - II  X'  :■  '*or  •'TiJlIof.r  ' 

I!.;  • id  •>.  I'.'  H ilnxia 


■ Y 'ij  .-  7 iUiP,  ;o| 

r,f  .„•!  lij'.  o7.j;  mn  dJuo*  fciti; 

i.T'jn  la  Iftadl  ,ja3/flo  /d  f.-flat  jT£.if>ivjf,i 

t.l.fUl  /i^;  > 1 r.r>,/fi,n7/(jj  rmo)  *Oj  ««  tw; 

‘.(i.:!  7(1)  )o  lljjd-onO  .Viwjiw 

Vj  oini  )>..la7jbduE  mJ 
,Vj.7/ jf'n  wur.fc  aril  ibu»ndi 
bijij  7 <i7/J  7;ioii'j  lo  bria  9ii)  Jr>  J-j(Iroi;.i 

■m’.i  5;.  ; i!  !,.7'.r  > (70  . .iitnuo  j;  /d 

ti  ."'1  .‘i-.!.  '1  T-,7l7-q)l  8«v/  }1  .slim  viv/iJo  htf, 

,v  .;i,  !i7';7  i'rru<(i  ^ i-cJ  liiiiOfLi y,(; 

,'io-j  ' ■ ,}i  .1  ;.oK  Him 

,)r,77/  lmiL  .lalGO  ;^tMi;i»yan‘iq  Ititj; 
•■'I  .K.'iloo-  ri)nf  , ojIj  Hij  .qirif.awoJ.  97(J  H;^(juiilr^ 

,-ii!  r .ornon  >d)uoa  oHt'ni  .baJsJqtiun 

-r.i  I’.i  bfic  .•^.7  ,n  tiif-..  d ..'forjaaE  }’i. 

• tnFT-Sjh  ;;^fiiv;otio)  97f!  yd  bajj;,] 


«• 

' (1 

1 

J 

' li 

■”“r  “ J*.  ~ 

•'1 

it 

uf 

e 

* r ^ 

\ 

ib'- 

?/ 

I’.i 

d 

L,  :t 

, 

«r  - 

\ 

■ * 

11' 

is;- 

’i  liCTi. . 

• er 

Hi' 

r./. 
/ A 

CO 

. ( ijji 

*«:■ 

'' 

V-  , 

■ . J 

. . 

41; 

■ -il 

I _ ; 

Vr^ 

if. 

■u 


• ■f  71. 


■ T-...'-.  .;fj  Vl  ,0 
>.!'■']  >,.X;  OXij 
.7  j':.*  . .1  I 

1 ' Jr  - 

: ri Ir  'i;-!'.  ^^XiT 

fj'j 

i'*!'  '-‘J  iOlif 


. J ' , : ' ' . ' - 1 1 

•i  •■■'7.  '/•  T ct  ■•■i.j 

" -1  - .X  " 1 •>://■  =7?/79  ifp  hiv7 

1.  .'-■X'- i cl  j t rLi.’i.''’.- 
■c  (Or'"'fsi 


...  r.-i  777‘.ni!jji  Ifiih  .L^ihivcnc*  HfiW  it  ■ 

'f.x  7;«if  -.rj  boV-JVTOE  aitSY.'  'T.’JVCd  )o 

: 771:7/  )”.'V977(J«  9f;J  .i/uaiU  )JJ9W) 

u.ibiq  ;&  .^i(i • iji  lol 

J ' . •;  ’77^.'-  i.i'  ! ; .'/jni/ch  ad)  .ooiJaotf 

a J r .7j-.  ;.7i-.»T  :fdj  lo 

id  759  . /‘'tj]  ^7:;rtE)b*t  iji; ' b-iB  ij«nnbnr.)  Is 

in';  -lo)  JihJ  nvl'bi'l  sd)  ‘jd 

iu,(h  i'  • -.j}  Hj  ?77;q.  !)i3iJ(»y'7/i-7:r.;.  .yinr.  T>q  ijiBilol:/  ov/J  nr.dJ 
- /'■  (lid;;//  bii«  ,rt•v^4' r/etdnimj  tHf 

'11/  b ' Mcri-9/K;  Yi  inouj  dfjHOOv 


i I ■■,5  '-^ 

9eiJJ-.0  Cl  lrV« 
'Vb  b7 


.^u,uiT,rnv(  ‘jx'fj  j'-.ii  jcbnyi)  i*b''  1 

■iifi // 9fiT 
-3;  '7/|J  'inJL.ifu  .7if(Tneci  070.19^  (li  bio?  yd  ' 

zYji'/ii  7ti  //•jr,iiCji7*»«  f.tJj  ki /TiijyjooS' k»  «oil 

7'1  til  ,y[hr.^  Joiii L:j^.  ,qid4.(ijW',J  i.  lo  I9)1tu}.»  yiKi  l*‘ 

:■ 'ti'iibld'^bnis  --acfe' j liK^^  4?,Wi  lyfj  (^iiillob  ' 

. . • .. jtij  c>j  (Hx/f-  „d.‘»)y  ci  ws.'ii 

I'.ii.Jjylwvr.'j  ’ \,1ij  i M .bfoEHif  ‘‘-bucl  ^dT 

.j'rfi 'j<ii  no  -jitoO  tj-i  t'/i)  £/9y97H(j?  9T9V/  d ,f73n(i^ 


102 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


One  of  the  rules  to  j^^overn  these  surveys  is 
thus  laid  down:  “All  the  corners  marked  in  the 

surveys,  returned  by  the  sur\eyor-"eneral.  shall 
be  established  as  the  jmoper  corners  of  sections, 
or  sub-divisions  of  sections,  which  they  were 
intended  to  designate;  and  the  corners  of  the 
half  and  quarter  sections  not  marked  on  the  said 
surveys,  shall  be  placed,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
equi-distant  from  those  two  corners,  which  stand 
on  the  same  line. 

The  first  surveys  within  the  present  Wood 
county,  w'ere  made  in  the  twelve-miles- square 
reserve.  The  exterior,  sub-divisional  and  mean- 
der lines  of  Township  No.  i,  of  said  reserve,  and 
which  includes  the  north  part  of  ^^iddleton  town- 
ship and  a small  portion  of  Perrysburg  township, 
adjoining  it  on  the  north,  was  surveyed  by  Elias 
Glover,  in  October,  1805.  Additional  surveys 
and  re-surveys  were  made  in  this  township,  by 
William  Brookfield,  1).  S.,  in  1816-17.  The  ex- 
terior lines  of  Township  No.  3,  of  said  reserve, 
embracing  the  north  part  of  Perrysburg  township 
and  the  west  part  of  Ross  township,  were  run  by 
Pdias  Glover,  in  1805.  Re-surveys  of  exteriors, 
lots  frotiting  on  river,  meanders  and  islands  in 
the  Maumee  river,  were  made  from  1816  to  1834, 
by  Joseph  W'ampler,  D.  S.,  and  William  Brook- 
field, 1).  S.  Township  No.  q,  of  said  reserve, 
which  lies  wholly  within  Perrysburg  township, 
and  inclutles  the  village  of  Perrvsburg,  was  sur- 
veyed by  Elias  (dover,  in  1805.  The  exterior 
lines  of  the  township  of  Jackson,  Milton,  Weston, 
Grand  Rapids,  and  Sections  i,  2,  1 1 and  12, 
Washington,  were  surveyed  by  Samuel  Holmes,  , 
1).  S.,  in  1819.  The  sub-divisional  lines  of  these 
townships  were  run,  in  1821,  by  Price  F.  Kel- 
logg,  D.  S. 

The  exterior  lines  of  the  townships  of  Henry,  ^ 
Liberty,  Plain,  and  Sections  4,  5,  6,  7,  8 and  9, 
Washington,  were  surveyed  by  Samuel  and  .Alex- 
ander Holmes,  in  1819,  and  the  sub-divisional 
lines,  by  1.  T.  Worthington,  I).  S.,  in  1821. 
The  north  part  of  Washington  township,  and  the 
west  part  of  Middleton  township,  extending 
north,  as  far  as  the  south  boundary  line  of  ' 
the  twelveriniles-sfiuare  reserve,  were  surveyed 
by  I.  T.  WNjrthington,  and  the  subdi'.  isions 
by  P.  F.  Kellogg,  in  1821.  The  exterior  lines 
of  P>loom,  Perrv,  .Montgomery,  bTeedom,  Center, 
and  the  south  [>art  of  Webster,  were  surveved  l>\'  i 
Alexander  and  S.unuel  Hohne.s,  in  1819.  and  the 
sub-divisional  lines  bv  S.  Bourne,  D S in  1821. 
The  east  part  of  .Middleton,  south  of  the  reserve  ' 
line,  and  the  northwest  |) art  ot  Webster,  were 
surveyed  by  Alexander  and  Samuel  Holmes,  run- 
ning the  exterior  lines,  in  1819,  aiul  by  1.  T. 


Worthington,  surveying  the  si!b-di\isional  lines, 
in  1821.  It  appeal's  that  the  entire  survevs  of 
7'roy,  and  Sections  19,  20,  29,  30,  31  and  32,  in 
\\  ebster,  were  made  by  Charles  Roberts,  D.  S., 
in  1820.  In  Lake  township,  the  exterior  line,s 
were  surveyed  in  1820,  by  Alex.  Holmes,  D.  S., 
and  the  sub-divisional  lines,  b\'  Am.brose  Rice. 
D.  S.,  in  December,  1833,  while  che  surveys  in 
Ross  township  ("outside  of  the  twelve-miles- 
square  reserve)  were  made  by  Ambrose  Rice, 
D.  S.,  in  April,  1834. 

-An  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1803,  provi- 
ded for  the  survey  and  sub-division  of  lands  hang 
north  and  west  of  the  Indian  boundary,  by  the 
Treat}’  of  Greenville,  whicli  were  ceded  by  that 
treaty  to  the  United  States;  and  that  the  lands  be 
offered  for  sale,  at  Detroit,  in  the  Territor}'  of 
.Michigan,  or  at  such  of  the  other  land  offices,  es- 
tablished by  law,  in  Ohio,  or  in  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, under  the  same  regulations  as  other  lan-.i 
within  the  district.  This  placed  the  lands  in  tiie 
twelve-mile-square  reserve  in  the  Detroit  land 
district,  where  the  same  remained  until  the  Act 
of  .April  27,  1816,  hereinafter  noted.  The  land 
office  at  Wooster  was  established  under  the  .-Vet 
of  .March  3,  1S07,  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
lying  between  the  United  States  Military  Tract 
and  the  Connecticut  Reserve.  The  office  of  ccun- 
missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  created 
.April  25,  1812.  The  first  commissioner  w,is 

Ed\vard  Tiffin,  who  served  from  1812  to  1814. 
He  w’as  distinguished  as  the  first  Governor  of 
Ohio,  under  the  Constitution. 

The  first  grant  made  by  Congress  for  lands 
lying  within  the  present  limits  of  Wood  count}', 
was  on  .April  26,  1S16,  asfollovvs:  — “That  .Amos 
Spafford,  collector  of  the  District  and  Port  of 
.Miami,  shall  have  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  160 
acres  of  land,  to  include  his  improvements,  situ- 
ate within  the  limits  ot  the  reserve  of  twelve  miles 
square,  at  the  Rapids  of  .Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  the 
boundaries  of  which  shall  be  designated  under 
the  direction  of  th^  Secretary  of  the  Treasur\  ; 
which  tract  of  land  shall  be  granted  to  him,  at  the 
same  price,  ami  on  the  same  terms  and  condition^ 
for  which  the  other  [niblic  lands  are  sold  at  pri- 
vate sale.”  [The  patent  of  this  grant  was  signed 
by  James  .Monroe.  ] 

'bhis  tract  of  land  lies  on  the  M.iumee  ri\er. 
Wi'st  of  the  town  of  Perrysburg.  adjoining  “ I'ort 
Meigs,  " ami  is  kn  jwn  as  “ Spafford's  Grant.  " At 
this  period  the  onlv  1 iml  in  Wood  cmintx',  to 
which  the  Indian  title  h:nl  been  e\tingni.di''d.  wa> 
the  twelve-mile  s pi  ire  reserve.  eede-I  t>  th  • 
United  States  by  the  Indians  at  the  Treat}'  id 
Greenville,  but  as  yet  none  of  this  land  had  been 
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oi'fereti  at  paMic  sale  by  the  Government.  Squat-  | 
tcfs  or  settlers  iiad  located  u[)on  the  lands  bor- 
.I(M  ing  on  the  river,  previous  to  the  year  1812, 
;nid  were  driven  away  by  the  Indians,  who 
wy-re  hostile  to  the  Americans  during  the  war.  j 
Many  retnrneil  after  hostilities  had  ceased,  to  find 
llu'ir  homes  destroyed  and  themselves  destitute. 
The  plat  of  the  public  surveys  shows  the  private 
claims  of  thoSe  settlers,  all  of  which  are  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Maumee  river,  e.xcept  that  of 
Amos  Spafford.  d'hese  claims  embrace  several 
thousand  acres;  among  them  are  the  claims  of 
Whitmore  Knaggs,  William  Brown,  John  Askin 
and  others,  nearly  opposite  I’errysburg.  All  of  ' 
these  private  claims  were  taken  under  Acts  of  ! 
Congress,  regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan.  1 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  Aj)ril  27,  1816,  pro-  ; 
vidiug  for  the  latung  out  of  a town,  and  for  a ^ 
further  survey  and  sale  of  the  lands  in  the  reserve, 
jilaced  all  of  these  lands  in  the  land  district  of 
Wooster. 

In  a recent  history  of  Lucas  countv,  prepared 
by  Clark  Wmggoner  and  others,  it  is  written; 

To  add  to  the  serious  trials  to  uhicli  these  settlers  were 
'uhjecled,  the  title  to  tile  lands  occupied  hy  them  was  . 
limuglit  in  question.  These  iiad  been  purchased  as  iiart.s 
of  the  twelve-iniles-square-reserve,  which.,  by  mistake,  h<id 
been  a second  time  cedeil  at  the  Treaty  of  Brow  nstown,  sub- 
'^equefit  to  the  purchase  to"  the  settlers.  They  had  no  more 
than  fiecome  settled  after  their  return,  .at  the  close  of  the 
w.ar.  than  C'omrress  ordered  the  sale  of  the  tract.  In  a letter 
to  I’rcsiilent  Madison  on  the  >ubject,  .\mos  .'Spafford  .ippealed 
HI  behalf  of  these  sufferers,  and  asked  that  the  time  and 
loWition  <.f  th('  s;de  miein  be  so  h.xed  that  tliey  could  h.ive 
opportunity,  for  seeming  the  laniis  hehi  l>v  them,  saving: 
■'Miould  the  tinu'  not  be  known.  </r  the  phice  of  sale  so 
ri  inotethat  myself  and  others  coidd  not  .ittend,  <dl  would  he 
io>t.  I' irst,  bin  ned  l)_\  tlie  eneniv : second,  d'-stroyed  Iw  our 
own  .arm)-;  and,  third,  sold  out  hy  act  of  the  < lovernment,  to 
whom,  we  don't  know.  I'his  would  be  the  last  sacritice  that 
we  Could  |iossil)lv  make.’'  1 he  s.ile  was  linallv  held  .it  Fort 
M'igs,  the  settlers  obtaining  titles  to  their  lands  without 
competition. 

When  the  .\ct  authorising  the  sale  of  tlie 
lands  in  the  twelve-miles-square  reserve,  to  be 
h'-ld  at  Wooster,  became  known,  a large  num- 
ber of  the  settlers  at  that  time  had  not  }'et 
received  patents,  and  their  rights  as  settlers  had 
not  yet  been  corjirmec!  by  the  commissioners  for 
the  l)etroit  laud  district.  It  was  no  doubt  in 
belialf  of  th  ose  clainuiuts  that  .Mr.  Siiafford  inter- 
'■’•ded  in  his  letter  to  Presidi.mt  Madismi.  They 
''■ere  now  in  a new  hi lu!  d istrict,  and  no  provision 
had  been  made  for  them  in  the  Ae.t  directing  tlie 
'■lie  at  Woosier,  e.xcept  those  to  whom  patents 
bad  been  gr.inte.l  The  oper.itions  under  this 
Act  were  entirely  different  from  the  |>rov!sions 
made  ill  the  .\ets  regarding  tlie  pnhlii'  lands  m the 
lerritory  of  Mieliio-un,  under  which  the  settlers 

bad  located  their  claims,  and  it  is  readih'  seen 
13 


how  their  status,  as  settlers,  was  affected  by  the 
change.  After  corresponding  witti  the  genera! 
land  ofi'ica  with  reference  to  this  tuatter,  the 
svriter  is  led  to  believe  that  instead  of  a sale  of 
lauds  at  Fort  Meigs,  as  related  by  Mr.  W'aggoiier, 
commissioners  were  sent  there  to  investigate  the 
rights  and  claims  of  these  settlers,  and  to  confirm 
the  fights  of  such  as  were  legally  entitled  thereto. 
Patents  had  been  issued  to  a few  of  the  settlers 
piior  to  the  passage  of  this  Act.  the  oldest  in  date 
being  tliat  to  john  Askin,  for  four  hundred  acres, 
dated  April  20,  1811.  Another  to  Whitmore 

Knaggs.  for  six  hundred  acres,  dated  |uly  3, 
1812,  during  the  administration  of  Presicient 
Madison.  These  {latents  contain  recitals  that 
the  claims  were  confirmed  bv  virtue  of  ,-\n  Act 
to  regulate  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Miciiigan,”  and,  as  noted  above,  all  were  on  tlie 
north  side  of  the  Maumee. 

Tens'll  of  y\7'/u'x/u/r,g. — On  April  27,  1816, 
it  was  enacted  by  Congress,  that  so  much  of  the 
tract  of  land,  of  t\vel\e  miles  square,  at  tlie  Brit- 
ish fort,  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  at  the  I'oot 
of  the  Rapids,  ceded  bv  the  Wyanduts  and  oilier 
Indian  tribes,  to  the  United  States,  by  the  Treaty 
of  Creenville,  August  3,  1795,  i^hall,  under  the 

direction  of  the  sur\-e}'or-general.  be  laid  off  into 
town  lots,  streets  and  avenues,  and  imo  out-lots, 
ill  such  manner  and  of  such  dimensions,  as  he 
rnav  think  proper.  The  tract  so  to  be  laid  oif 
shall  not  exceed  the  quantit}'  of  land  contained 
in  two  entire  sections,  nor  the  town  lots,  one- 
quarter  of  an  acre  each.  Mdien  the  survey  slial! 
be  completed,  a plat  thereof  shall  be  returned 
to  the  sur\-eyor-general,  on  which  the  town  bus 
and  out  lots  shall  respectively  lie  designated,  by 
progressive  numbers,  who  shall  cause  twi;  cwides 
to  be  rmide,  (jne  to  lie  transmitted  ^^ith  a C'>p\ 
of  the  held  notes,  to  the  commissioiu-r  of  llic 
general  land  office,  an-l  the  other,  to  the  rc^^istcr 
of  the  land  office  at  Wooster. 

,\s  before  stated,  the  tract  of  twehe  miles 
sqiuire  had  i>een  snrvex'cd  111  tlie  year  1S03,  and 
the  Act  of  Congress  aiuhori/iiig  a town  to  he 
laid  out.  also  directed  the  surveyor-general  to  re- 
siir\e\'  .'iiui  mark  the  exterior  lines  ot  said  Ira.'t 
conformahh'  to  the  survew  made  in  PeeemlK'r, 
1805,  and  idso  to  cause  di\'isioiial  liiie-^  ip  he  run 
through  eacl'i  section  and  fractional  se'  tiou.  Imid- 
ing  on  the  river,  so  that  eacdi  siih-di vision  m.iv 
eontain.  as  nearly  as  may  he.  i(>c)  aeias.  I’ro- 
\ided,  that  in  running  the  su!»-di\ i'-ion:il  line-;  no 
inlertereiice  shall  I'c  made  aifectm';  > r impairiiu 
the  right''  ol  p,r"ons  to  whom  pal<  iits  In'eii 

granted  for  laml  lying  within  the  liimts  ot  th. 
said  t'\el\e  m iles  ."quare.  1 iie>e  tracts,  l\mg  o.i 
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the  Maumee  river,  were  designated,  in  the  survevs, 
as  River  tracts;  those  lying  on  tiie  south  siiie  of 
the  river,  now  in  Wood  count}-,  being  numbered 
consecutively,  fron-i  44  to  86  inclusive.  It  was 
further  enacted,  that  all  of  the  land  within  the 
twelve-miles-square  reserve,  e.xcept  Section  16, 
reserved  for  school  purposes,  together  with  the 
in-lots  and  out-lots,  in  Perrysburg,  should  be  offered 
for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  Wooster,  the 
sale  to  remain  open  for  seven  days  and  no  longer. 
The  quarter-sections  and  fractional  quarter-sec- 
tions not  to  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  per 
acre;  the  in-lots  for  not  less  than  twenty  dollars 
each,  and  the  out-lots  for  not  less  than  five 
dollars  an  acre;  all  of  such  lands  and  lots  re- 
maining unsold  at  the  public  sales,  to  be  disposed 
of  at  private  sale,  by  the  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice, at  Wooster,  under  the  regulations  provided 
by  law — patents  to  issue  in  the  same  manner 
as  f^r  other  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Afterward,  it  appears  that  difficulties  began 
to  arise  about  the  boundaries  of  lots  and  streets, 
as  originally  surveyed,  until  finally  an  Act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  on  March  7, 
1835,  by  which  the  town  council  is  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  made  a ne-w  and  entire  survey  of  the 
streets  and  alleys,  which,  when  recorded  in  the 
records  of  Wood  county,  shall  be  held  and 
deemed  in  all  courts,  to  be  a correct  survey  of 
said  streets  and  alleys,  and  to  e.xhibit  the  true 
situation  of  the  same.  This  survey  was  accom- 
plished by  Hiram  Da\’is,  a plat  of  which  is  to 
be  found  in  the  public  records.  Subsequent 
legislation  affecting  the  town  will  be  noticed  here-  , 
after.  ! 

The  public  sale  of  the  lands  directed  to  be 
held  at  Wooster,  under  the  preceding  Act,  took 
place,  in  Julv,  1817,  and  was  upon  the  credit 
system,  forty  da}s  being  allowed  for  the  first 
payment  of  25  per  cent,  the  balance  to  be  paid 
in  three  equal  annual  instalments.  Land  com- 
panies were  formed  among  the  capitalists  in  the 
east,  who  purchased  tracts  at  the  sale,  the  prices 
ranging. from  $2.  13  to  $75  per  acre.  Many  of  the 
tracts  purchased  reverted  to  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  failure  to  pay  the  deferred  instalments 
and  interest.  The  creilit  system  had  always  been 
a source  of  difficult}  to  the  government,  on  > 
account  of  default  in  the  ]-)ayments;  the  revenue  | 
arising  from  the  sales  of  land  was  much  less  than 
was  anticipated,  besides  the  government  was  in  , 
competition  with  several  of  the  States,  which  ! 
were  dis[)Osing  of  western  laiuls — U-onnecticut  ; 
selling  her  W’estern  Reserve  lands  in  northeastern 
Ohio,  at  forty  cents  per  acre — \ irginia  selling  ; 
lands  in  Kentucky — North  Carolina  in  Tennessee 


; — Pennsy  lvania,  Georgia,  and  Massachusetts  sell- 
I ing  lands  at  reduced  prices,  whicli  tended  to 
check  emigration  to  the  Northwest  Territor}-. 

; As  a remedy,  the  credit  systeni  was  abolished, 
under  the  Act  of  April  20,  1820,  and  the  prise 
: of  land  fi.xed  at  $1.25  per  acre,  payable  in  cash, 
at  the  time  of  sale. 

I The  Act  of  Congress,  of  February  22,  1817, 
provided  that  ‘ • from  and  after  September  1 , 1817, 
the  sections  designated  b_\-  Nos.  2.  3,  20,  23,  30 
j and  33,  in  each  and  every  township,  of  the  pub- 
' lie  lands,  the  sale  of  which  is  now,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  authorized,  shall  be  offered  for  sale. 

, either  in  quarter  sections,  or  half-quarter  sections, 
at  the  option  of  the  purchaser;  and,  in  every  case, 

: the  division  of  quarter-sections  shall  be  made  b\- 
a line  running  due  north  and  south."  Land  dis- 
tricts were  formed  under  the  Act  of  March  3, 
1819.  Pne  of  said  districts  comprised  ail  the 
' land  lying  between  the  west  line  of  the  State  and 
the  line  now  forming  the  west  line  of  M’ood 
county;  the  district  e.xtending  north,  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  south  to  the 
Indian  boundary  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  and  for  the  sale  of  which  a land 
office  was  established  at  Piqua.  The  public  lands 
lying  between  the  line  now  established  as  the 
west  line  of  W'ood  count}-,  and  the  west  line  of 
the  Connecticut  Reserve,  having  the  same 
boundaries  north  and  south  as  the  district  before 
n-ientioned,  formed  another  land  district,  and,  for 
the  sale  of  which  lands,  an  office  was  established 
at  Delaware.  The  Act  authorized  the  President 
to  appoint  a register  and  recei\  er,  at  each  land 
office,  and  also  provided  for  the  sales  of  the  lands 
(e.xcept  Section  16,  in  each  township,  reserved 
for  the  sujiport  of  schools)  to  the  highest  bidder, 
at  the  land  offices,  where  the  public  sales  were 
to  be  kept  open  for  three  weeks  end  no  longer; 
said  lands  to  be  sold  for  not  less  than  two  dol- 
lars an  acre.  The  President  was  authorized  to 
remo\e  the  land  offices  established  by  this  Act. 
whenever  he  considered  it  expedient,  tosuch  place 
within  the  district  as  he  judged  most  proper. 
By  virtue  of  the  authorit}-  thus  conferreil.  land 
offices  were  established  from  time  to  time,  at 
Wapakoneta.  Lima,  Upper  Sandusky,  Defiance, 
Bucyrus  and  Tiffin. 

Under  the  Act  of  .\pril  24,  1S20.  nearly  all 
of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  State.', 
within  the  present  limits  of  Wood  count}-,  were 
entered.  The  first  section  of  the  ,\ct  provides, 
“that  from  aiul  after  the  first  day  of  Iul\-,  next, 
all  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the 
sale  of  whi(  h is,  or  may  be  aiilhon/ed,  b\-  law. 
shall  bo  offered  for  sale  to  the  higliest  bidder,  in 
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half-quarter  sections;  and  when  offered  at  f)ri\  ate  ' 
sale  may  be  purchased  at  the  option  of  the  pur-  i 
chaser,  in  entire  sections,  half  sections,  quarter 
sections  or  half-quarter  sections;  none  of  'said 
land  to  be  sold,  .either  at  public  or  private 
sale,  for  less  than  $1.25  per  acre;  none  of  said  ' 
land  to  be  sold  on  credit,  but  complete  payment  i 
to  be  made  on  the  day  of  purchase."  Xe.\t  fol- 
lows the  Act  of  May  15,  1820,  viz.:  “ Tliat  there 
be  granted  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  minimum 
price  for  wfiich  the  public  lands  are  sold,  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  to  one  quarter  section,  in, 
or  near,  the  center  'of  each  county,  included  in 
the  purchase  recently  made  of  the  Indians,  by 
the  treaty  concluded  at  St.  Mary's.  September 
20,  18  [8,  for  the  establishment  of  a seat  of  jus- 
tice, in  the  said  counties;  provided,  the  purchase 
be  made  before  the  commencement  of  the  public 
sales;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  each  quarter  section,  which  may  be 
made,  under  the  authority  of  Ohio,  shall  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
buildings,  in  said  counties,  respectively,  after  de- 
ducting therefrom  the  sums  originally  paid  by 
the  State  aforesaid;  and  provided,  further,  tliat 
the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties,  respective! v. 
shall  be  fi.xed  on  the  lands  so  selected."  This  Act 
was  afterward  repealed,  as  to  that  feature  of  it, 
requiring  seats  of  justice  to  be  established  at,  or 
near,  the  center  of  said  counties. 

Coui^riss  Ifrlpcd  Pcrrysliur!:^.  — Another  Act 
of  Congress,  relating  to  the  old  countv  seat 
of  Wood,  which  became  a law.  May  7,  1822, 
is  in  effect  as  follows:  "That  the  right  to  a!! 

the  unsold  in-lots  and  out-lots,  in  the  town 
of  Perrys()urg,  be  and  the  same  is  hereb\’  vested 
in  the  commissioners  of  Wood  county,  and  the 
right  to  all  the  unsold  town  lots  and  out-lots,  in 
the  town  of  Croghansville,  be  and  th.e  same  is 
hereby  vested  >n  the  commissioners  of  Sandusky 
county,  in  said  State,  on  condition  that  said  com- 
missioners shall  permariently  locate  the  sea*l  of 
justice,  for  their  respective  counties,  at  said 
towns;  and  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
so  many  of  said  lots  as  are  necessary  to  be  re- 
tained, for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  build- 
ings thereon,  be  a[)piied  to  the  erection  and  im- 
provement of  the  {)ul)lic  buildings  and  squares, 
in  said  towns,  respoctivcU’.  'I'liis  special  grant 
was  no  doubt  made  in  lien  of  the  ([uarter  sec- 
tion granted  for  county-seat  purposes,  in  tlie  pre- 
ceding .\ct  of  May  ly  1820.  It  was  not  until 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  .\pril  5,  i8:;2,  that  the 
public  lands  were  sub-divided  and  oflereii  for  sale, 
in  quarter-quarter  sections,  of  forty  acres  each. 
The  Act  was  not  put  in  force  until  1834,  owing 


to  delays  in  preparing  the  necessary  plats  for  the 
use  of  the  local  land  offices. 

Laud  AMrious  grants  were  made  b\- 

Congress  from  time  to  time,  some  of  which  di- 
rectly concern  the  lands  in  this  county,  and  from 
which  arise  the  terms  "Road  Lauds,"  " Swarmp 
Lands,”  "Canal  Lands,  "etc.  In  connection  w ith 
these  grants,  we  shall  also  notice  the  Acts  of  the 
State  Legislature  with  reference  to  the  same.  'I'he 
grant  made  by  Congress  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  Wood  of  certain  lots  in  the  town  of 
Perrvsburg,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a seat 
of  justice  at  said  town,  and  for  the  erection  of 
public  buildings,  has  been  already  noticed  in  this 
chapter.  A subsequent  Act,  approved  July  27, 
1842.  gave  to  each  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
of  anv  lot  or  lots,  in  said  town,  at  any  sale  for 
ta.xes  thereon,  assessed  by  the  laws  of  Ohio  the 
title  to  which  had  not  been  divested  from  the  United 
States  in  any  other  manner  than  undercolor  of  such 
ta.\  sale;  the  right  to  make  an  entry  of  the  same, 
at  any  time  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of 
said  Act,  at  the  land  office  in  the  district  withm 
which  said  town  is  situated,  at  the  price  for  w'licii 
the  same  were  struck  off  at  Wooster  in  ful}, 
1817,  with  interest  from  that  date 

Another  Act  of  Congress,  approved  February 
20,  1845,  relating  to  the  lots  in  said  town,  pro- 
vided that  all  title  to  lots  in  said  town  derived 
! from  Ohio,  under  color  of  the  grant  made  to  the 
State  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  entitled: 
".•All  .Act  for  laying  out  and  making  a road  from 
the  lower  Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to 
the  western  boundar_\  of  the  Connecticut  V/esteru 
Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  approved  Febru- 
ary 20,  1823,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  recog- 
nized as  valid  and  confirmed,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  though  the  title  to  said  lots  had  been 
vested  in  said  State,  under  the  aforesaid  .-Vet: 
ProN'ided,  "That  the  authorities  of  saiil  State 
shall,  within  one  tear  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  Act,  furnish  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office  with  a certified  list  of  all  lots 
heretofore  sold  and  disposed  of.  under  color  of 
the  above  recited  .Act." 

Under  the  heading  "Road  Lauds.'  t)f  this 
chapter,  the  Act  referred  to.  granting  certain 
laTuis  to  the  State  of  (fihio,  for  the  construction 
of  theabo\  e mentioned  road,  is  more' full\noted 
It  appears  that  the  State  autliorities,  under  sai<i 
•Act,  appro[iriatod  certain  lots  and  lands  within 
the  limits  ol  Perrvsburg.  wliicli  were  not  intemlefi 
to  be  included  in  th.e  abo\-e  grant  f-u'  10, ul  pm 
poses,  and  hence  confusion  arose  as  to  tlie  titfi 
The  above  mentioned  .Act,  therefore,  w,is  jiassei 
to  quiet  the  title  in  the  owners,  who  ird  pe.r- 
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chased  said  lots  from  the  State.  A deed  of  quit- 
claim from  the  United  States  to  the  owners  of  the 
lots  in  question  bears  date  March  lo,  ! S46,  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  President  Polk,  and  is 
recorded  in  the  deed  records  of  this  count}'.  The 
lots,  thus  relinquished  by  the  United  States,  are 
fully  described  in  said  deed. 

Mainncc  and  IfV.sVcr//  Reserve  Road  Lands. — 
Article  2,  of  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  be- 
fore mentioned,  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  tribes  of  Indians,  held  November  25, 
1808,  is  a cession  by  said  Indians,  to  the  United 
States,  of  a tract  of  land  for  a road,  120  feet 
in  width,  from  the  Foot  of  the  Kapids  ; Perrys- 
burg)  of  the  River  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  the 
west  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  and  all  the 
land  within  one  mile  of  said  road,  on  each  side 
thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  settle- 
ments along  the  same.  Article  3,  of  said  treaty, 
is  an  agreement  that  the  lines  embracing  the 
lands  given  and  ceded  by  the  preceding  article, 
shall  be  run  in  such  directions  as  may  be  thought 
most  advisable  by  the  President,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid.  The  Act  of  December  12,  1811, 

authorized  the  President  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  mark  a road  from  Perrysburg  to  the 
western  line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve;  said 
commissioners  to  make  and  to  transmit  tne  plats 
to  the  President,  who,  if  he  approve,  shall  cause 
the  plats  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  said  road 
shall  be  considered  as  established  and  accepted, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  Brownstown. 

A subsequent  Act,  approved  P'ebruary  4th, 
1815,  provided  that  in  surveying  lands  ceded  by 
the  Indians,  at  Brownstown,  the  ordinary  mode 
of  surveying  the  public  lands  should  be  so  far 
deviated  from,  that  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
tracts  to  be  laid  off  should  be  run  parallel  to,  and 
at  right  angles  with,  the  road  laid  out.  in  con- 
formity to  said  treaty.  Whether  any  commis- 
sioners were  appointed,  or  a sur\ey  of  the  road, 
or  of  the  lands  ceded,  by  the  United  States,  as 
contemplated,  was  made  under  the  last  two  .\cts, 
we  are  not  able  to  state,  in  the  absence  of  any 
official  report  in  the  matter,  but  it  appears  by  an 
Act,  approved  February  28,  1823,  that  Ohio  was 
authorized  to  lay  out,  open  and  construct  a road, 
from  the  lower  Rapids  of  the  .Miami  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Reserve. 

In  order  to  enable  Ohi<r  to  open  and  con- 
struct that  road,  a tract  of  land,  120  feet  wide, 
whereon  to  locate  the  same,  together  with  a 
(juantity  of  land,  ecpial  to  one  mile  on  each  side 
thereof  and  adjoining  thereto,  to  tlefray  the  ex- 


penses of  said  road,  was  granted  to  the  State,  to 
commence  at  the  Miami  Rapids  and  terminate  at 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
Reserve,  with  full  iiower  and  authority  to  sell  ami 
convey  the  same,  and  appl}'  the  proceeds  to  the 
making  of  said  road.  In  view  of  the  proposal  in 
the  foregoing  .-\ct,  the  State  Legislature  at  once 
: took  action  tliereon,  by  ajipointing  John  Wal- 
lace, of  Champaign  county,  John  Patten,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  (Juintus  P'.  .\tkins,  of  .-\shta- 
j bnla  county,  commissioners,  to  locate  and  survey- 
said  road,  120  feet  wide,  and  to  tile  a plat  of  said 
survey  in  the  office  of  the ' Secretary  of  State. 

■ Said  commissioners  were  charged  with  the  duty 
of  valuing  the  lands,  on  each  side  of  said  road, 
one  mile  in  width,  ond  to  certify  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  together  with  a plan  of  con- 
structing the  road,  and  the  probable  expense  of 
its  construction.  This  was  followed  by  another 
* -Act  of  the  Legislature,  of  February  25,  1824, 

I whicli  provided  for  constructing  said  road,  and 
' for  a superintendent,  to  be  appointed  b_v  joint 
resolution  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  .Assem- 
bly. The  superintendent  to  give  bond  in  the 
sum  of  $5,000,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  required  of  him.  and  to  ac- 
' count  for  all  monevs  received  by  him,  for  the 
sale  of  lands,  Ac.  This  .Act  also  authorized  said 
superintendent  to  enter  into  contract,  for  the 
building  and  constructing  said  road,  and  also  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands  adjoining  tb.ereto,  granted 
by  Congress;  the  lands  to  be  offered  for  sale  for 
i not  less  than  $1.50  per  acre;  oiie-third  of  the 
purchase  money  to  be  paid  at  time  of  sale;  one- 
third  in  one  year,  and  one-third  in  two  years. 
The  superintendent  was  authorized  to  make  con- 
tracts for  constructing  the  road,  [layable  in  land, 
upon  such  terms  as  he  n-iight  think  most  advan- 
, tageous  to  the  State.  L'ndcr  tin’s  .\ct,  .Atkins, 
i one  of  the  commissioners,  was  appointed  first 
I supi.-rintendent. 

' On  I'ebruary  7,  1823,  the  Legislature  passed 
an  -Act,  authorizing  the  superiiitendent  of  the 
Maumee  and  Western  Reserve  road  to  cause 
surveys  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  the  reservation,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  be  made  as 
he  might  think  fit,  and  to  cause  a plat  to  be 
made  of  the  lands,  so  surveyed  and  owned  b} 
said  State,  and  to  sell  saiil  lands  for  not  less 
than  seven  dollars  yer  acre.  It  was  undei  this 
.\ct  that  the  new  snrvev  of  out-lots  to  Perr\s- 
bnrg  was  made,  i roitv  of  which  w.is  unearthed 
by  the  writer  in  ihe  Slate  archives  ihiring  the 
summer  of  1895. 

I'nder  an  .Vet  of  the  Legislature,  p.issed  Jan- 
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u.iry  29,  1827.  a surveyor  was  appointed  to  pro- 
ceed tcj  surve\'  such  of  the  lands,  granted  by  Con- 
gress to  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  building  and 
keeping  in  repair  the  road,  as  have  not  been 
heretofore  surveyed,  under  the  authority  of  said 
Slate.  The  Act  provided,  that  said  lands  should 
be  surveyed  into  lots  of  So  acres  each,  and  where 
there  are  fractional  parts  occasioned  by  said  road, 
such  fractional  parts  to  be  surveyed  with,  and 
attached  to.  the  half-quarter  section,  lying  back 
(jf  and  adjoining  such  fractional  part.  Triplicate 
plats  of  surve}-s  to  be  made,  one  of  each  to  be 
liled  with  the  superintendent  of  road.  Auditor  and 
Secretary  of  State,  and  superintendent  authorized 
to  sell  land  for  not  less  than  $1.50  per  acre. 
Thomas  R.  McKnight,  of  Perrysburg,  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  said  road,  January  70, 
1S27.  The  lands  in  Wood  county,  surveyed 
under  this  Act,  are  designated  as  the  Maumee 
and  Western  Reserve  Road  Lands,  and  are  sit- 
uated in  the  townships  of  Perrysburg,  Lake  and 
Troy;  such  of  said  lands  as  lie  contiguous  to  said 
road  are  known  as  Road  Tracts. 

Military  Bounty  La)ids. — There  are  no  lands 
within  the  limits  of  M’ood  county  specially 
granted  for  bounties  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  United  States,  although  a large  quantity 
of  land,  in  tin's  county,  has  been  located  with 
military  land  warrants.  It  is  proper  to  observe 
here,  that  on  June  i,  1796,  Congress  set  apart  a 
tract  of  land,  within  the  present  State  of  Ohio, 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers,  serving  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  known  as  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary District,  comprising  two  and  one-half  mil- 
lions of  acres,  embracing  within  its  limits,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  the'  counties  of  Tuscarawas. 
Ciuernsey,  Muskingum,  Monroe,  Coshocton, 
Holmes,  Kno.\,  Licking,  Franklin,  Delaware, 
Noble  and  Lake.  All  warrants  granted  by  the 
L nited  States,  under  thi^  Act,  were  restricted  to, 
and  located  e.xclusivelv  in  this  district,  until  after 
the  passage  of  the  Scrip  .Act,  of  .May  30,  1830, 
by  which  the  Revolutionary  warrants  could  be 
exchanged  for  scrip,  and  the  same  located  out- 
-side  of  the  military  district. 

.Another  district,  known  as  the  “ \’irginia 
Military  District,"  lying  between  the  little  .Miami 
and  Scioto  rivers,  containing  o\'cr  four  million 
acres,  was  reserved  in  the  cession  by  \brginia,  in 
1784,  of  her  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river, 
for  the  purpose  of  satisf\  ing  the  warrants,  issued 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  Continental 
Line,  armv  and  na'._\‘,  under  thr  laws  of  \’irginia, 
f"r  military  services  rluring  tlu'  w.ir  of  the  Revo- 
I'ltion,  as  thev  were  promised  b\  tliC  Legislature 
of  that  State.  Subsequent  .Vets  were  passed  by 


Congress,  granting  warrants  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers, who  had  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in 
the  war  with  Mexico,  which  were  allowed  to  be 
located  upon  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of 
the  United  States. 

Canal  Lands. — The  Act  of  Congress,  of  Mav 
24,  182S,  granted  to  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  said  State  in  extending  the  Miami  canal, 
from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie,  b\'  the  Maumee  route, 
a quantity  of  land,  equal  to  one-half  of  five  sec- 
tions in  wudth,  on  each  side  of  said  canal,  be- 
tween Dayton  and  the  Maumee  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Auglaize,  reserving  each  alternate 
section  of  the  land  unsold,  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  selected  b\  the  Commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
w'hich  land,  so  reserved  to  the  United  States, 
shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  per 
acre.  The  said  land  hereby  granted  to  Ohio,  to 
be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature  of 
said  State,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  no  other. 
Said  land  to  be  selected  by  the  Governor,  and 
a report  of  such  selection  to  be  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
.After  such  selection,  the  State  was  authorized  to 
sell  and  convey  the  same  in  fee-simple.  The 
quantity  of  land  granted  to  the  State  under  this 
Act  was  five  hundred  thousand  acres. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  .Act,  the  State  of 
Indiana  w'as  authorized  to  convey  and  relinquish 
to  Ohio,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  said  States,  all  the  right  and  interest 
granted  to  the  State  of  Indiana  to  any  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  an  .Vet. 
entitled:  “.An  .Act  to  grant  a certain  quantity  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Indiana  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  said  State  in  opening  a canal  to  connect 
the  waiters  of  Wabash  river  with  those  of  Lake 
Erie,  approved  March  2.  1827,"  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  hold  said  land  on  the  same  considera- 
tions upon  which  it  was  granted  to  the  State  ot 
Indiana,  by  the  .Act  aforesaid.  The  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  by  .Act  passed  December  22,  182S,  as- 
sented to  the  several,  provisions  and  conditions  of 
the  preceding  .Vet  of  Congress.  .An  .Act  oi  Con- 
gress, approved  .March  2,  1855,  conlirined  the 
selection  of  land  made  by  the  State  of  Ohio, 
under  the  .Acts  cf  March  2,  1827,  and  <4  Mav 
24,  1828.  Several  thousand  acres  of  lamls. 

granted  by  the  .Vets  of  Congress  aforesaid,  were 
located  in  W'ood  countv,  and  are  found  in  liie 
tow  nshiiis  ot  Perrysburg.  Lake,  Ross.  W eb>li  r. 
I'reedom,  Perry,  Middleton,  Plain.  VVashingtcii 
and  Weston.  .Vlso,  otie-qnarter  section  in  .Md- 
ton  tow  nship,  and  a tract  ot  ninety-one  .icres  m 
Portage  township.  The  total  quantity  of  I ni'l 
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j^ranted  to  Oliio,  for  canal  purf)oses,  was  i,ioo,- 
361  acres. 

Si^’amp  La)id<. — The  subject  of  worthless  pnib- 
lic  lands,  swamps,  marshes  and  overflowed  lands,  | 
was  freq'ientlv  discussed  in  Congress,  at  an  early 
period,  but  no  legislation  was  had  successfully,  ' 
until  the  Act  of  March  2,  1849,  which  applied 
e.\clusively  to  Louisiana.  Then  followed  the  ' 
law  of  September  28,  1850,  e.xtending  the  grant, 
to  enable  the  ‘ ‘ State  of  Arkansas  t<j  construct  the 
necessary  levees  and  drains,  to  reclaim  the  swamp 
and  overflowed  lands  therein,”  the  last  section  of 
which  enlarged  the  grant,  so  as  to  einbrace 
“each  of  the  other  States  of  tlie  Union,  in  wdiich 
such  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  knowm  and 
designated,  as  aforesaid,  maybe  situated.”  The 
reasons  assigned  for  these  donations  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  were  the  alleged  worthless  character 
of  the  lands,  in  their  natural  condition;  the  great 
sanitary  improvement  to  be  derived  from  the  rec- 
lamation of  e.xtensive  districts,  notoriously  ma- 
larial, and  the  probable  cultivation  that  would 
follow;  and  the  enhancement  in  value,  and  read- 
ier sale  of  Government  lands,  adjoining  the 
same. 

The  above  Act  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  tire  Interior  to  make  accurate  lists  and 
plats  of  all  such  lands,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  in  which 
such  lands  might  lie,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Governor  of  any  State,  in  which  said  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  were  situated,  to  cause  patents 
to  be  issued  to  said  State  therefor,  convening  to 
said  State  the  fee-simple  of  said  land.  Said  Act 
also  provided,  that  in  making  out  lists  and  plats 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  all  legal  subdivisions,  the 
greater  part  whereof  was  wet  and  unfit  for  culti- 
r'ation,  should  be  included  in  said  lists  and  plats; 
but  when  the  greater  part  of  a subdivision  was 
not  of  that  character,  the  whole  was  to  be  e.\- 
cluded  therefrom. 

In  pursuance  of  said  .\ct,  on  November  21, 
1850,  the  Commissioner  transmitted  to  the  Gov-  . 
ernors  of  the  respective  States,  to  which  the 
grant  applied,  copies  of  office  circular,  setting 
forth  the  provisions  of  said  .Act;  giving  instruc- 
tions thereunder,  and  allowing  the  States  to  elect 
which  of  two  methods  they  would  adopt,  for  the 
purpose  of  designating  the  swamp  lands,  vi/.  ; 
1st:  The  Government  field  notes  coidd  be  taken, 

as  the  basis  for  selection,  and  all  lands  shown  b\- 
them  to  be  swamp  or  overtlowed,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act,  would  jiass  to  tb.e  States. 
2d;  The  States  could  select  the  lands  by  their 
own  agents,  and  rep  ;rt  the  same  to  tlu'  United 
States  Surveyor-t.'ieneral,  with  [iroof  a.s  to  the 


character  of  the  same.  Ohio  was  one  of  the 
number  of  States  v.diich  elected  to  make  its  selec- 
tion by  its  own  agents. 

Up  to  and  including  June  30.  1883,  Ohio  laid 
claim  to  54,458j’^U  acres,  but,  up  to  the  same 
date,  there  had  been  approved  and  patented  to 
said  State  25.640^,^0  acres.  By  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  approved  March  2,  1853, 
the  auditor  of  State  was  directed  to  transmit  to 
the  county  auditor  of  each  county,  in  which  an\' 
swamp  or  overflowed  lands  were  situated,  a list 
of  the  same,  by  such  description  and  in  such 
divisions  and  subdivisions,  as  reported  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Governor  of  said 
State  of  Ohio.  It  was  also  made  the  diit}-  of  the 
county  commissioners  of  each  county  to  appraise 
said  lands  and  make  return,  in  writing,  to  the 
county  auditor;  and,  upon  such  return,  the  audi- 
tor was  required  to  give  notice,  in  some  news- 
paper in  said  count}-,  at  least  thirty  da}'S,  that 
sealed  proposals  would  be  received,  until  the  e.\- 
piration  of  said  time,  for  draining  and  reclaiming 
said  swamp  lands,  in  the  manner  specified  b}', 
and  under  the  direction  of.  said  county  com- 
missioners, to  be  paid  in  said  lands,  lying  in  said 
county,  at  the  appraised  value  thereof;  the  bids, 
when  opened,  to  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  re- 
sponsible bidder,  such  bidder  to  enter  into  bond, 
with  security,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
contract,  which  was  limited  to  two  years  frotn 
the  date  of  such  contract.  Upon  completion  of 
his  contract,  each  contractor  recei\'ed  from  the 
county  auditor  of  his  county  a certificate  for  the 
amount  due  him  thereon,  and  containing  an  ac- 
ciirate  description  of  the  land  to  which  he  was 
entitled.  Such  certificate,  when  presented  and 
delivered  to  the  Governor,  entitled  s;aid  con- 
tractor to  a deed  from  the  State.  The  town- 
ships in  this  county  containing  swamp  lands  ap- 
propriated under  this  Act,  are  Jackson,  ^^ilton, 
Portage,  Center,  Montgomery  and  Webster. 

School  Lands. — The  most  important  act  of 
the  founders  of  the  .American  Republic,  is  the 
provision  made  for  educational  purpt'ses.  d'he 
first  reservation,  lor  such  purposes,  was  made 
by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  in  the 
Ordinance  of  May  20,  1785,  which  pro\ided 

that  Lot  No.  16,  of  evt'ry  township  shall  be  re- 
served for  the  maintenance  of  ]niblie  schooL. 
within  sail!  townshif).  This  was  an  endowment 
of  640  acres  in  a tou  iiship  of  six  miles  square, 
but  the  manner  of  establishing  such  public 
schools,  or  by  whom,  was  not  mentiiuied.  or 
pointed  out.  This  rv.-sen  ation,  bv  subsequent 
enactment,  became  perpetual.  d'his  emlownient 
of  one  thirt} -sixth  [lart  of  the  public  land,  ^\a^ 
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wool)  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


t!ir  subject  of  much  legislation  in  the  years  fol- 
Idwin;;^.  W’hetlier  the  [uihiic  schools,  thus  en- 
dowed by  the  United  States,  were  to  be  under 
.National  or  State  control,  remained  a r]uestion, 
;ind  the  lands  were  held  in  reservation,  until 
after  the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union.  By 
the  Act  of  April  30,  1802,  anthori/ing  the  forma- 
tion, of  a State  government  in  Ohio,  Congress 
submitted  three  propositions,  which  were  offered 
for  the  acceptance  or  rejection,  b\-  the  coiwen- 
tion,  to  form  the  constitution  for  said  Slate,  for  as 
\et  no  transfers  had  been  macle  b_\'  the  United 
States  of  the  title  or  control  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  reserved  school  lands;  one  of  these  propo- 
sitions being,  “that  the  section  No.  16,  in  every 
township,  and  where  such  section  has  been  sold, 
grrinted  or  disposed  of,  other  lands  eijuivalent 
thereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  the  same,  shall 
be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  townships, 
fur  the  use  of  schools.”  This  proposition  was 
accepted  by  resolution,  passei;]  in  convention, 
November  29,  1802. 

An  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1S03,  con- 
tains the  following:  “ That  the  following  several 

tracts  of  land,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
schools  in  that  State,  and  shall,  together  with 
all  the  tracts  of  land  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  in  trust,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  and 
for  no  other  use,  intent  or  purpose  whatever; 
that  is  to  say:  one  thirt}’-sixth  part  of  all  the 
lands  of  the  United  States,  lying  in  Ohio,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished, 
which  may  hereafter  be  purchased  of  the  Indian 
tribes  by  the  United  States,  which  36th  section 
shall  consist  of  the  Section  No.  16,  in  each  town- 
ship, if  the  said  land  shall  be  surveyed  into 
townships  of  six  miles  square,  and  shall,  if  the 
lands  be  surveyed  in  a different  manner,  be 
designated  by  lots.”  The  Legislature  assumed 
control  of  all  the  school  lands  within  Ohio,  and 
enacted  laws,  from  time  to  time,  regarding  the 
use  and  management  of  the  same.  Finally,  by 
Act  of  Febniary  i,  1826,  Congress  authorized 
Ohio  to  sell  all  or  any  part  of  the  lands  reserved 
and  appropriated  by  Congress,  for  the  use  of 
schools,  and  to  invest  the  money . arising  from 
such  sale  in  some  productive  fund,  pro\ided  said 
land,  or  any  part  thereof,  sliall  in  no  case  be  sold 
without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 
township  or  district. 

After  tlie  passage  (A  this  ,\rt,  \vhene\  er  it  was 
desired  to  sell  the  sc'hool  lands  of  any  township, 
a speri.d  .Act  was  obtained  from  ihe  I.egislatuie 
authorizing  such  sale,  until,  rinallv,  a general  Act 


was  passed,  April  16,  1S52,  under  which  the>' 
have  been  sold  since  that  time. 

The  provisions  of  tlie  Act  are  cited  here  to 
show  the  manner  of  making  such  sales.  First, 
it  was  enacted  that  all  those  lands  granted  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  school  pur- 
poses, known  as  Section  16,  might  be  sold;  that 
in  towmships  where  no  vote  had  pireviously  been 
taken  for  the  sale  of  such  lands,  the  trustees  of 
any  original  surveyed  township,  to  which  such 
lands  belonged,  should  give  not  less  than  thirty 
days  notice  to  the  legal  voters,  residing  in  such 
tow'nship,  to  meet  at  a specified  time  and  place, 
and  cast  their  ballots  for  or  against  the  sale  of 
any  such  lands  belonging  to  such  township;  if 
such  ballot  was  in  favor  of  a sale,  the  trustees 
were  required  to  deposit  one  of  the  rioll-books 
with  the  county  auditor,  together  with  a copy  of 
the  proceedings  had  in  relation  to  such  eieclion. 
The  next  step  necessary  and  requisite  was  for  the 
trustees  of  such  township  to  file  a petition  in  the 
Common  Pleas  of  the  count}',  asking  the  court  to 
appoint  three  disinterested  freeholders,  not  resi- 
dents of  the  township,  in  which  the  land  was 
situate,  to  divide  and  value  the  same,  in  money. 
If  the  proceedings  were  found  to  be  legal,  the 
prax  er  of  the  petition  was  then  granted,  and  three 
persons  were  ap^pointed  to  divide  and  appraise 
the  lands,  and,  if  necessary,  call  to  their  aid  the 
county  survevor;  the  divisions  to  be  made  into 
such  parcels  as  would  be  best  for  the  sale  thereof. 
The  court,  upon  examining  the  return  of  said  ap- 
praisers, and  finding  their  proceedings  to  have 
been  regular  and  just,  then  certified  the  same, 
and  ordered  such  p^roceedings  to  be  entered  ot 
record,  a copv  of  which  was  required  to  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  county  auditor.  The  auditor 
then  advertised  said  land  for  sale  six  weeks  m a 
newspaper  of  the  county,  and  by  notices  posted 
in  the  county,  containing  a description  of  the 
lands  to  be  sold,  the  valuation  of  the  same,  and 
the  time  when  it  would  be  offered  at  public  auc- 
tion bv  said  auditor  at  the  door  of  the  court 
house,  at  not  less  than  the  appraised  value 
thereof:  one-twelfth  of  the  purchase  mc^ncy  to 
be  paid  at  the  time  of  sale,  and  the  balance  in 
eleven  annual  instalments  of  e(]ual  amount,  with 
annual  interest  thereon.  The  land  was  to  be 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder  over  the  appraisement, 
and  on  the  terms  above  stated.  1 lie  purclia.' 
ers  of  the  land,  when  having  made  payment  in 
full,  received  from  the  county  auditor  a final  cm- 
tificxite  to  thnit  affect,  and  that  such  purchasers 
•ire  entitled  to  receive  irom  thi  2'tate  a deed  m 
feo-sinqvle  tor  said  land.  I pun  tiling  sucli  ci-r- 
tilicate  w ith  the  .Vudiluf  ot  Stale,  a ileed  was  [ire- 
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pared,  signed  b\'  tin'  rio\  ernor,  and  delivered  to  ; 
the  person  entitled  to  receive  it,  | 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  Territories  i 
which  have  been  c'rgani/ed  and  afterward  ad-  i 
initted  as  States  subsequent  to  the  admission  of  j 
Ohio,  v\ere  also  granted  the  Section  No.  i6in  ■ 
each  township  for  school  [.'iirposes,  until  the  | 
organization  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  in  1848,  ! 
when  Senator  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  of  Illinois,  : 
inserted  in  the  Act  an  additional  grant  for  school  | 
purposes  of  Sectiim  No.  36  in  each  township,  ' 
making  the  reservation  for  school  purposes  of  the  ; 
16th  and  36th  Sections,  or  1,280  acres  in  each  , 
townslrip,  of  six  miles  square.  Each  of  the 
States  admitted  since  that  time  has  had  granted 
to  it  both  of  these  sections. 

Miscc/ltjucoiis  rants.  — Besides  the  various 
grants  of  land  made  by  Congress  to  the  several  ' 
States  and  Territories,  many  special  grants  and  i 
donations  of  land  have  been  made  to  prir  ate  in- 
dividuals for  services  rendered,  a few-  of  which  we  ^ 
shall  notice,  none,  however,  being  within  the  lim-  ’ 
its  of  \\'ood  county,  except,  that  under  an  Act  i 
passed  June  4,  1832,  directing  that  a patent  or  ! 
patents  issue  to  Dr.  Eliakim  Crosby,  for  a ([uan-  ■ 
tity  of  land  equal  to  tw'o  sections,  which  might  be  ; 
located  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  i 
the  United  States,  subject  to  entry;  a portion  of  | 
the  land  selected  lies  within  said  county,  consist-  , 
ing  of  eighty  acres,  in  Section  17,  in  ^^Tbstcr  j 
township,  and  eighty  acres,  in  Section  26,  Plain  ! 
township.  I 

The  first  grant  was  an  Act  of  the  Continental  ; 
Congress,  August  14,  1776,  offering  to  receive, 
and  make  citizens  of,  deserters  from  the  British 
army,  and  tendering  to  eacli  deserter,  or  his  < 
heirs,  absolutely,  fifty  acres  of  unappropriated 
land  in  some  one  of  the  States.  Another  Act 
was  an  appropriation  of  one  township  of  land.  1 
in  Ohio,  to  Arnold  Henry  Dorhman,  an  agent  for 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  during  | 
the  Kevolutionarv  war.  This  land  was  located  I 


in  the  Steubenville  land  i.iistrict.  During  the 
Revolutionary  war  there  was  a force  of  Canadim' 
(jfficers  and  men  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
known  as  “ Refugees  from  Canada."  To  these 
were  reserved  three  townships  in  Ohio,  oii  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie,  but,  afterward,  other  lands 
were  appropriated,  in  lieu  thereof.  In  1803, 
Congress  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  w'arrants  to  Gen.  LaFayctte  for  i 1,320  acres. 
The  land  was  to  be  located,  surveyed  or  patented 
at  his  option,  or  the  warrants  could  be  received 
in  payment  for  lands,  within  the  State  of  Ohio. 
In  1804,  Congress  ordered  that  the  warrants, 
above  granted,  might  be  located  by  Gen.  La- 
l'a\ette,  in  Orleans  Territory.  In  1824,  on  the 
occasion  of  LaFavette’s  last  visit  to  this  country. 
Congress  directed  tiiat  $200,000  be  paid  to  him. 
and  also  granted  to  him,  or  his  heirs,  a township 
of  land  in  Florida. 

I n closing  this  chapter,  we  deem  it  of  inter- 
est to  mention  that  not  a few  i.F  the  men.  uho 
have  been  prominent  in  National  and  State 
affairs,  have  held  title  to  lands  in  Wood  county, 
and  some  of  them  are  yet  living.  Of  these,  we  fiml 
the  names  of  President  R.  B.  Hayes:  of  the 
Governors  of  (dhio — joseph  \'ance.  Reuben 
Wood,  Seabury  I'ord,  David  Tod  and  Charle.- 
I'oster;  of  the  Governors  of  Michigan — Alpheus 
P'elch,  Austin  Blair  aiul  H.  H.  Crapo;  Hon. 
Caleb  Smith,  Secretarv'  of  the  Interior,  under 
President  Lincoln;  Hon.  M.  R.  Waite,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States;  Senators  Joshua  R. 
Giddings  and  Benjamin  F.  Wade:  Judge  Jose[ih 
R.  Swan;  Gen,  Thomas  M.  Keys;  Hon.  James 
Wadsworth,  of  Geneseo,  N.  Y..  and  his  sons. 
Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth  and  William  W. 
Wadsworth;  ,\ristarchus  Champion,  a capitalist 
and  banker  of  Rochester,  N.  \ Jesse  Stone  and 
Sumner  Stone,  of  the  State  of  New  York;  .-\n- 
drew  D.  W'hite,  ex-president  of  Cornell  Uni- 
versitv,  and  ex-minister  to  Germany:  Lyne  Star- 
ling, the  founder  of  the  Cit\-  of  Columlnis,  Ohio, 
besides  numerous  others. 
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stor)'  of  the  "as  and  oil  reservoirs  of 
Wood  county,  though  opened  only  about 
ten  years  ago,  is  interesting  to  the  econo- 
mist as  well  as  to  the  geologist  of  to-day. 
W’hy  Nature  closed  in  these  reservoirs  and  kept 
them  hidden  from  the  oil  operator  for  so  many 
years,  and  why  she  continues  to  keep  the  chemist 
in  ignorance  of  her  oil  manufacturing  methods, 
are  questions  as  new  now  as  they  were  in  i88y 
Then  the  men  of  Bowling  Green  drilled  deep  into 
the  earth  to  find  light  and  heat.  In  1886,  the 
men  of  North  Baltimore  drilled  deeper  in  search 
of  oil.  Each  reaped  rewards  for  their  searches 
subterranean  — tb.ey  know  they  got  more  gas  and 
oil  than  ■were  expected,  and  continue  to  receive 
these  presents  from  mother  earth;  but,  here, 
knowledge  ends.  The  enterprise  of  the  oil  man 
and  the  work  of  the  driller  tell  us  that  oil  may 
exist  in  the  Trenton  rock  of  Ohio,  as  it  does  in 
the  sands  of  Pennsylvania,  but  whence  it  comes, 
the  location  of  the  laboratory,  the  substances 
from  which  it  is  expressed  or  distilled,  its  share  in 
gas  making,  the  period  required  for  renewing  the 
reservoirs,  and  many  other  points  men  desire  to 
know,  are  left  untold  — surrendered  to  the  spec- 
ulators or  guessers.  In  this  chapter  what  is 
known  of  ^Vood  county  gas  and  oil  is  related, 
and  references  are  made  to  the  great  wells  of 
the  county. 

Throughout  this  field,  the  'I'renton  limestone 
is  found,  generally  at  the  depth  of  1,1  50  feet  or 
about  4,^0  below  t(de  level.  In  1886,  in  the 
North  Ihiltiinore  well.  No.  1,  it  was  ascertained 
to  be  360  feet ; at  Bairdstcovn,  315;  in  the  Simon's 
well,  at  Bairdstow  n,  301  feet,  and  in  the  Blc'om- 
dale.  No.  I.  360  feet  below  that  level.  The  ob- 
served rock  ju'essure  in  the  Godsend  well  of 
Bloom  townshi[i  was  4O5  pounds  to  the  sejnare 
inch,  and  the  calculated  pressure,  473  pounds, 
vvhile  the  S|)ecitic  gra\it\  of  the  oil  on  entering 
the  tank,  was  4J",  proving  su['erior  to  that  found 
in  the  upficr  fields,  -;uch  as  b'indlay  and  lama. 
I'he  dead  or  unproductive  line,  as  iletermined  in 


1886,  was  500  feet  belo\v  tide  le\el,  but  there 
have  been  some  exceptions  to  this  general  rule. 
It  would  not  be  an  oil  held  unless  the  exceptions 
balanced  or  outstripped  the  general  rule.  Some 
of  the  phenonrena  of  the  held  are  hereafter  de- 
scribed. In  the  mechanical  and  scientilic  work  of 
converting  the  crude  into  commercial  oil  almost 
everything  has  been  accomplished.  In  a^^ldltion  to 
what  the  Standard  had  d<ane,  in  No\'ember,  1S88. 
the  Bradner  rehnery  forwarded  the  first  carload 
of  oil  refined  under  the  Yargan  process,  and, 
within  the  last  six  years,  further  advances  have 
been  made  toward  rendering  this  oil  very  nearly 
equal  to  any  on  the  market. 

The  a, 293-feet  test  well,  on  the  hlager  farm 
in  Webster  township,  two  miles  east  of  Sugar 
Ridge,  was  drilled  735  feet,  through  the  Trenton 
rock,  to  the  salt  water  of  the  ocean.  Three 
miles  north  of  the  Hager,  a Chicago  syndicate 
drilled  a test  well,  finding  only  seven  feet  of 
Trenton  rock  resting  on  black  limestone  shale, 
hundreds  of  feet  in  thickness.  In  each  case  the 
god  of  commerce  was  not  propitious,  but  the 
god  of  science  was.  .-\gainst  such  failures  may 
be  opposed  the  Ducat  well,  in  Liberty  township, 
the  Folta-farm  well,  near  Cygnet,  the  Den\er 
well,  on  the  Chase  farm,  and  many  others,  where 
the  drillers’  hopes  were  based  on  uncertainty,  or 
the  great  gasser  which  is  said  to  have  produced 
hundreds  of  tons  of  gas  every  twenty-four  hours 
where  the  drillers  sought  for  oil. 

.\gain,  almost  on  the  west  line  of  the  county, 
the  oil  basin  proved  that  the  drill  ma\’  onl\ 
locate  it,  and  confirmed  the  law  of  uncertainty 
w hich  rules.  The  report,  s[)eaking  th  the  dewel- 
opment  of  that  tield.  says;  During  tlm  ye.ti' 
I 8(^4  there  were  3,001  wvlls  coin|deted  in  t'*h;o, 
it  being  the  bannt.T  yeai  of  the  liehl.  The  larg- 
est well  conqdeted  during  tiuF  period  w.is  ih.il  of 
the  Kirkbriilo  Bn.is,,  on  the  Jones  l;irm,  in  M.nli- 
son  township.  Sandiisk\  county.  I he  di.uly  out- 
put was  said  to  haw  been  _'0,0i.'o  lurrels.  I'ul  il 
nev  er  jiroduced  it.  I'lii.  well  yieid.wi  3 U)  b.irrels 
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of  oil  aa  hour,  rvliich  is  equivalent  to  7,440  bar- 
rels in  a day  of  24  hours.  It  was  completed  in 
October,  and  is  said  to  have  produced  500  barrels 
a day  for  some  months  after.  The  same  hrrn 
completed  a i, 200-barrel  producer  on  the  same 
farm.  The  territor}'  where  the  gusher  was  struck 
had  for  years  been  considered  worthless,  and  the 
wells  caused  much  e.xcitement. 

The  well  drilled  by  C.  S.  Wade  for  S.  E.  Xiece, 
on  the  Chase  farm  in  Henry  township,  a mile 
and  a half  west  of  North  Baltimore,  known  as  No. 
I,  and  one  drilled  150  feet  distant  made  a race 
for  the  oil  rock,  the  second  well  striking  it  first, 
when  oil  answered  tlie  drill  at  the  rate  of  2,000 
barrels  a day,  and  held  up  a record  of  1,400  bar- 
rels for  19  consecutive  da}'5.  Well  No.  1 then 
struck  oil  at  twenty-nine  feet  in  the  Trenton, 
and  assumed  control  of  the  production,  but 
soon  after  its  neighbor  enticed  the  oil  away. 
Then  No.  1 was  drilled  seven  feet  deeper  and  tor- 
pedoed, when  a great  body  of  oil  responded  and 
No.  2 slept  as  a producer  for  a time.  This  al- 
ternate production  was  observed  for  some  weeks, 
until  No.  I settled  down  at  400,  and  No.  2 at 
300,  barrels. 

The  drill,  not  the  geologist,  told  us  that  oil 
and  gas  underlies  large  sections  of  Henr\',  Lib- 
erty. Plain,  Middleton,  Washington,  Perr^sburg, 
Bloom,  Portage,  Webster,  Center,  Lake,  Troy, 
Freedom,  Montgomery  and  Perry  townships. 
What  it  may  }’et  accomplish  in  its  subterranean 
research,  no  man  knows.  Gushers  and  gassers, 
as  great  as  an.}’  recorded,  may  yet  answer  to  it, 
to  reward  enterprise  and  labor. 

“The  questions  in  regard  to  petroleum,"  says 
Prof.  Orton,  “have  been  answered  in  different 
ways,  but  one  line  of  answ'ers  commends  itself 
to  us  on  so  many  grounds  that  it  is  generally  ac- 
cepted by  all  those  who  have  the  knowledge  that 
entitles  them  to  form  an  opinion.  An  answer 
that  may  be  named  only  to  be  rejected  is  that 
petroleum  and  the  gas  derived  from  it  are 
results  of  chemical  action  alone.  The  conditions 
necessary  for  their  production,  it  is  argued,  are 
the  presence  of  metallic  iron,  [lotassium  and 
sodium,  at  some  considerable  depth  within  the 
earth,  and  at  a white  heat,  and  yet  reached  b}-  the 
percolation  of  water  derived  from  the  atmos- 
phere, and,  therefore,  holding  in  solution  car- 
bonic acid.  It  is  held  that  chemical  combinatiem 
would  result  between  the  substrinces  thus  btajughl 
together  by  which  certain  coriqioiimls  of  the 
petrolifi'rous  series  would  be  formc(.l.  It  is  proba- 
bly true  that  some  .s'uch  results  would  follow  under 
the  conditions  supjiosed,  but  to  pro[)ose  tliis  e.\- 
planation  of  the  origin  of  petroleum  is,  to  the 


last  degree,  preposterous.  Contrary  to  a com- 
monly received  opinion,  petroleum  is  an  abimd- 
ant  and  very  widely  distributed  substance.  It  is 
found,  for  e.xample,  in  every  stratum  ol  the  Ohii.i 
scale,  without  e.xception:  in  the  shales  and  lime- 
■ stones,  in  a disseminated  condition,  sometimes 
recognizable  only  with  difhculty,  and  in  the  sand- 
stones and  conglomerates  in  larger  or  smaller 
accumulations.  All  the  facts  point  to  a local 
origin  of  this  so;ries.  The  process  must  be  wide- 
spread and  everywhere  active. 

“A  second  answer,  and  the  one  to  which,  as  I 
have  stated,  all  properly  qualitred  students  come, 
i is  that  petroleum  is  the  result  of  the  decompc.si- 
tion  of  living  matter,  eitlier  vegetable  or  animal. 
The' arguments  in  support  of  this  view  arc  con- 
vincing and  unanswerable.  Organic  substances, 
both  in  nature  and  under  artificial  conditions, 
pass  readily  into  the  hydro-carbon  series  in  which 
petroleum  belongs.  \’egetab!e  matter,  wood  and 
leaves,  for  example,  wlren  decaving,  out  of  the 
reach  of  air  at  the  bottom  of  poiuls  or  lakes,  or 
buried  in  the  earth,  give  rise,  as  ever}-  one  knows, 
to  fire  damp,  or  light  carbureted  hydrogen.  Also 
organic  substances,  when  subjected  in  closed  ves- 
sels to  high  tem[)erature,  generate  gaseous  and 
' liquid  products  closely  allied  to  petrole'um  in  its 
derivatives.  Fish  oil  can  be  made  to  pass,  by 
verv  slight  modifications,  induced  by  heat,  into 
petroleum  proper.  The  manufacture  of  coal  gas 
is  one  of  the  most  familiar  illustrations  of  the 
, possibilities  in  this  line.  Seeing  that  the  mate- 
rials for  this  production  are  so  abundant  in  nature, 
and  that  the  processes  for  gencratiiig  at  least  some 
member  of  the  series,  are  so  readily  brought  into 
play,  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  abandon- 
ing these  explanations  and  inventing  a far-fetched 
and  unverifiable  theory  to  account  for  the  origin 
of  gas  and  oil.  But  while  all  geologists  accej">t 
this  view  of  the  derivation  of  petroleum  and  gas 
from  organic  substances,  they  entertain  different 
notions,  to  some  extent,  upon  the  important  ques- 
tion whether  the  change  is  effected  by  chemical 
decomposition  at  ordinary  temperature,  or  at 
high  temperature,  arising  from  the  invasion  of 
' sedimentary  beds  bv  dikes  of  molten  matter  from 
the  intericir  of  the  earth,  or  from  the  mechanical 
strain  to  which  strata  have  been  subjected  whih' 
being  bent  into  mountains." 

///V/u'-j  . - - The  Hrake  well  of  I’ennsv  Iv  ani.i, 
drilled  in  1S59,  must  be  i.onsidercd  the  beginning 
of  the  petroleum  indnstrv,  as  it  is  known  to-da}. 
Nev  insN  McKeown  were  the  fir^t  to  drdi  express- 
1}  tor  oil  in  l''mn.-.v  Iv.ini.i ; tbihmel  Brake  w.is 
the  first  t 1 (irill  f'U-  it  siirci  ssfullv.  tevv  year" 
later,  larmer.->  examined  everv  erecK  and  well  1 'i' 
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prise  of  the  oil  men  slept,  so  far  as  the  Ohio  field 


signs  of  the  black  grease,  and,  from  the  Susque- 
hanna to  the  Maumee,  echoes  of  oil  discoveries 
were  heard.  In  April,  i86i,  J.  L.  Russell 
brought  to  Perrysburg,  from  Rocky  Ford,  in 
Bloom  township,  samples  of  petroleum.  Lie  re- 
ported to  the  editor  of  the  Journal  that  an  east- 
ern company  was  drilling  in  that  vicinity.  Sim- 
ilar reports  were  brought  in  from  Middleton 
township;  but  the  whole  business  resulted  in  fail- 
ure, as  the  Pennsyl\anians  could  not  find  the  oil 
sands  with  which  they  were  familiar,  and  had  no 
idea  of  the  Trenton  being  an  oil  reservoir.  E.\- 
citernent  was  not  altogether  quieted,  for  a 
preacher  named  Miller,  residing  where  Hatton 
village  now  is,  mortgaged  his  farm  in  i S62  or 
1863,  and  moved  to  Pennsylvania  to  invest  in  oil 
lands. 

Earlv  in  1865  ventures  were  made, 

leases  recorded,  and  some  work  accomplished 
with  the  drill;  but  the  workers  did  not  yet  com- 
prehend the  value  of  the  Trentoir,  and  surnm- 
dered  their  ideas  to  circumstances. 

The  lease  of  the  N.  of  the  X.  \V.  | of  the 
east  part  of  Sec.  30,  T.  3,  R.  ii,  was  made 
January  16,  1865,  to  Andrew'  Klingensmith  by 
David  Wiley.  That  of  the  undivided  one-half 
of  the  S.  W.  J-  of  the  S.  E.  -j-  of  the  X.  E.  | 
of  Sec.  19,  T.  3,  R.  II,  was  made  January  16, 
1S65,  Samuel  Bartlett  to  Klingensmith,  and, 
on  the  same  date,  the  S.  E.  A of  tire  X.  E.  J, 
Sec.  30,  T.  3,  R.  II,  was  leased  by  the  same 
from  John  M.  Wale}'.  Reason  Whitacre  states 
that  a well  was  drilled  on  this  lease,  and  a little 
gas  found.  Wiley  placed  an  old  gun  barrel  in 
the  hole,  from  which  gas  fiowed  for  a few  vears. 

One  of  the  first  oil  leases  recorded  in  this 
county  was  that  from  Julian  l^artlett  to  Andrew 
Klingensmith,  on  January  18,  1865.  The  terri- 
tory leased  was  in  Sec.  19,  T.  3,  K.  ii,  known 
as  eighteen  acres  set  off  as  a dowry  to  the  grantor, 
e.xcept  the  house,  garden  and  orchard  thereon. 
On  this  tract,  Klingensmith  was  empowered  to 
e.xplore,  mine,  dig,  drill,  or  bore,  for  oil,  salc- 
W'ater  and  minerals  until  January  18,  1945, 
word  “minerals"  meaning  coal,  iron,  lead  and 
every  mineral  of  value,  as  an  article  of  use  or 
trade.  Mrs.  Julian  Bartlett  recpiired  of  the 
grantee  e.xact  account  of  the  products  of  mines  or 
W'ells,  but  wh;it  her  share  of  the  [)rofits  or  royalt\‘ 
W'as  to  be  is  not  specilically  given.  'I'he  record 
shows,  however,  that  she  bound  Klinger.smith  to 
be  diligent  in  his  work,  the  penalty  for  negligence 
or  mmecessaiw  delays  bi'ing  the  cancellaticm  of 
the  lease.  Before  the  close  c'f  J.uuiary,  1863, 
Klingensmith  assigned  these  leases  to  .Michael 
Sarver,  ami,  (or  almost  twents’  years,  the  enter- 


was concerned. 

The  lease  from  B.  L.  Peters  to  Win.  H.  pams 
X Co.  concerned  the  X.  .]  of  the  X.  W.  \ of 

X.  1£.  5,  Sec.  35,  T.  3,  R.  ic.  and  the  E.  of 

X.  E.  ],  same  section,  was  made  January  25, 
18G5.  Jacob  Blasser  leased,  on  January  25,  1S65, 
to  \Vh  H.  Ijarns  X Co.,  the  S.  I of  W.  of 

X.  E.  ],  Sec.  35,  T.  3,  R.  10,  and  the  W.  of 

the  S.  E.  I in  the  same  township. 

The  lease  made  by  Heiu}’  Carrel  to  Parley 
Carlin  and  W.  H.  Ijams,  January  28,  1865,  con- 
cerning tire  S.  E.  J of  the  S.  W.  |,  Sec.  35,  T. 
3,  R.  10;  the  S.  E.  j of  the  S.  E.  of  Sec.  34; 
the  \\h  of  the  S.  \V.  ],  Sec.  35;  and  the  X.  E. 
4 -of  the  S.  Mb  4,  Sec.  35,  provided  that  the 
lessees  should  mine  and  e.xcavate  for  petroleum, 
coal,  rock  or  carbon  oil  or  other  \'a!uable  mineral 
or  volatile  substance,  giving  to  the  first  party 
one-eighth  of  minerals  found. 

The  Perrysburg  Petroleum  Company  was  or- 
ganized October  3,  1865,  with  the  following 

members;  W.  V.  Way,  P'.  R .Miller,  Jonathan 
Perrin,  John  .A.  Shannon.  A.  G.  Williams,  .Asher 
Cook,  Edwin  Taller,  George  X.  Parsons,  J.  W. 
Ross  and  E.  D.  Peck.  The  object  of  the  com- 
pany was  “to  bore  and  dig  for  nil,  salt  and  other 
vegetable,  medicinal  and  mineral  fluids  in  the 
earth,  and  for  refining  and  purifying  the  same.  " 
In  later  years,  another  com.[)any  was  organized 
to  develop  the  gas  field,  references  to  which  are 
made  in  the  chapter  on  Perrssburg  village. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  a few  of  the 
more  enterprising  men  of  I'reeport  thought  tney 
would  brave  the  cynics  of  the  village  by  lirilling 
for  oil,  and,  with  .Austin  Beck  as  president,  j. 
B.  Eockhart.  Richard  .Angus,  Eouis  Riley.  David 
Phister  and  A’ounker. directors, and  Henr\‘  Carey, 
driller,  did  explore  the  earth  ilown  i 50  feet. 
Carey  having  gone  so  deep  without  finding  oil. 
his  partners  con.sidered  farther  work  useless  and 
withdrew. 

.An  editorial  notice  of  oil  development,  in 
Wood  countv,  appears  in  the  /Avvi'x/o//-.',’'  jou!- 
iial  of  June  7,  1863,  in  the  follo.ving  word.": 
“The  oil  fe\'cr  in  this  \icinity  seems  to  be  reviv- 
ing, and  is  again  in  its  asceiuhint.  We  arc  re- 
liablv  informed  that  the  lands  at  tlie  moutli  o' 
Grassy  creek  have  been  leascii  to  j'urties  Irom 
Peimsv  Iv  ani.i,  who  propense  boring  (•.•>r  oil.  In 
Jul\  following,  X.  E.  Besanson,  (d  Portage,  while 
sinking  a well  for  his  steam  sawmill  at  Milton 
center,  disco\ere<l  oil  at  seventy  fi.et  1 his  oil 
fuirned  readilv.  and  had  all  the  (di.uaet-  ri.'ties  ot 
petroleum.  In  (Ktober,  the  Joiuuit  w. lined  it" 
readers  .igainst  the  oil  (ever,  in  tins  m. inner 


jJtil 


M 


h 


- -■  - - 

wu(0  l»jtj  -a»  -<yi  A««  , rt^Ml  lio  ^ffl  Vci  y^hq 

■ !>'  H HI  //  ' fi}''-'^{  J ,li  6ijT  . 

//  ./..  ‘j^U  1*1'  ! 'A  n'lj  7>;j^>ti3:jnr«:3  ,0  J Jl 
In  .'  ,J  .>f{l  i:i,.,  ,.sl  >J  ,;.  ^ r .?r  .>V-5r^  .M  A 

- ^ ..{  i,(U  u ofnea  A 

c ' ' **>l.  .f'Jct.'jl  iyrj-tfi{Ff  'fc'>£[ 

•'■  £■  'ii  ’->'{•  ..O  < i*'  ■'TrMJiiT  ,H  .V/  Oj 
' ■ .O'  .Vf  .?  •{'  'r.  ! ,d  .A 


noirrt 


1 ' ‘.i  77  < 

) /iic.JI  'yd  ■ 

.li  ..'M 

31  I T 

-.  • ■ . 

(■(f.ithiif' 

' U 

.7/  hni;  ftihi;3 

/7  " 'iflj  ! . 

,'  - 'i 

M)  'j^MimoT 

'■  l<>  ' 
y -Jfl  . 

1 ' ' lilt  b)  j 

i -r 

Mi  ,0T  ,/[  ,? 

-‘  VO  A .;  V/ 

' ^ y 

ilJ  ki'  V/ Mi 

! ' ' ' 1 <1.  1 < 

'■  ■'<!  -,  .-jjr'  , 

..j  .7/  .Tf!J  }o-  1 

yfo'**)'  1 T.  .1 

, '!.  '■■  bill;  • 

lifiri) 

■bb't  tl< 

■)(1||i;  VM(/;..f( 

i-.'i .}■ ' t'-  'i I'.-  r 

'l  li-j  v7  3i  4 JfiM 

. 'I  t>1|!  '.'.1, 

'■’>  :r/if  n 

1 

yl'Jftjiiv '■’*10 

2W73»v»^l«fili>  (in  )o 

li^.iOl  .,J  vJntfA:’'  *<1  y^9w  # t 

0i  JnnM  iiHrt)  ' 7 

-«rt  jM  .<3ii;uloiii»<]  «0{»ij<p«>s  .qff!anv/oj'’rnort|.0  * 

J>«  ^I;^fJ  y >wi«.n\  yiJj  lo  iu)iby  tiJ^foolTbq,^,^  ® - 
-mir'  iiujj  Mi  snilFfifa  «a//  ^xnKqmo>  mt>  ^ 

nojylWjil/.  ffjitil  (ti  lr}?>troi(l  piaw  BiioqJji  « 

Ml  ‘'.•■sauifiMrl  yfoitw 'Stdt  itrd  :qiflenv/6|^?|F 

lio'r<»(i  r«Mfi  Ion  b1t#03  fe<ici(ifi7lv;^iM0*!  adt  ae  .oitf  " 
otT  hiii(  bnr!  'Jipw  7o/?i  d^Tsfw' riJh*  &(}niz  ‘ , J- 

-Z  .'l  .IJu'.'H'^.i  r |f">  Mft  ;«'{UPd  {M)lrP9'!T?  arfl^V 

I'M  iiyMoy^iJl/i  Jon  «Vv/ 

noj»/;H  byrmifl  v 

TO  cd^.i  ansV  aid  t»§n«^jiofM  .d 'v/on  ** 

fir)  Ml  Jjcp  / ;i  oj  r.iftt'Kt.'tf.aiip'^i  03  l»&70fn  bnfi  .FdBi  f 

'■  S-' ' ^,  .^ 

9VJW^9inutf,9v  -wy«  jMi  m 


'..  I •>  ■'  _>  '.'{1  ,f> 

_,.l//|.r,.t  tl 

j'jiK/.  ,r!M;i;;d-’.7 
■//  I V; 

II-  - I uUJ  If  v..',  j.'( 
I 


■i”'!"'*  ■•'•'  j ' ■ ••'*»  •"  '‘-m-oo  hi  h»  Wt»  Mi  UMi  ifihb  Mt  tiirf/  ' 

imm.-.  Jpi  ;'f  T.iT  „ ■ -/Iji-JltiS;  bn*  ,.itoJTiyTT.T^^^  pri(c7'  yift- 


■r 

> » / 


.•nV/  7 


T-t'!,.'  II 

: ft>rUii^(,;s 
i*nL' T.'idr!  A.  nrl..^[_  .only‘I 
' ■ , ,il(yT  (v?.'/,:hj{  ,4,t>oQ' 
^'T  :(  ir>:  U .H  b().i 


M;  hi  { .V/  3<h  h i l<>  yespl,  aHX"'p,  J 

sLfiKV^ev/  ,}  f ,iH  „bf.  .35?f  lo  Jr«g  ' 


, »(  . 

•?’  \)i 

. . • i * ♦ ^ 


'id  riltaieiip^yiiw  v/a^bnAr  or  . ?d«  1 ,5ft 
Hr.d^To  fc^ivifK^y  <!>d3  7o  JeriT  -voJiV/  hr/«<I.  Jg 


■;;  ■'  ■ 'f  ^0  i ,3f:  i’:'//' .«» 6ifj”>o - 

■'••  bio.  t,..„trMhyr«  .r4dffi.>>:iP7  ,<Yr'  rmm'  ‘ 


I ' f.Mi  / 


-.'i  't;'  ;in{f;!lca  *»6}  tiiiK  ,r(3 


■ l»  '» 

■ rj  -| 

^til'll  ij  I 


I 


<i 

J (•  ’ 


>’+■7  ■(^iiV'ifMif''.  "jr./iji.mi  ,f-Aiia'r  yVl 

’ ■ ■I'  f)  JT-Jui  I . ,ri  %n« '7iiJ,  qobvpb  0 

.'((■  . M</r.  ni  •'(  ,.o  l'i3qfido  yf!l  Mr  yL?;yr.r 
i : Ji.M'O  ,.  yy'i  : , iu>q  iri7j;»By  oriJ  m} 

. 1».  ny/‘i  yrnt'T.'spyJa'f?  norq 

.' fill  ' -.<ii'  jr>  ijuvr!  ‘■ui'j  o/ivjiii  lAj'iMW 
■' ! <'  /? . M. fr u/i  iilr.v  .i'MC  I'o  'la) 

!•'.'•  foj  .’rn-J(J/  .3'!£r,;.):;0;i. 

i J.../}  •T-'X.-Tib.ii-JrntvV  ■bi.r.;  70li?jd‘^r 
; • r.'V/ul/  ripui-  uf!  77  dOZP  (AL  ,Ty!lllb 
fMfHjjb..  .jvyb.  iJJ: 

-'•••■  ■■ .-  .'  5*  •//  I,.  ; ' 


Vfi!3mB|.  sbfitii  r«tv/  ,f  t vM  .T  ,qi  h 
,b!iB  r»r;  ^ 

(,&■  .-’I  .A  Of'H  io  !:  arli  ‘yimej*  ttn  m 


-!  T ,,  . 

1 1 <"'■/]  ji  I 

■;n  u.  'sV/ 

b’ i;r‘g;n .tu  i'bMi;! 

"-"iiii  'j  I '7  (y'Jr'uOl 


(,|  -•  ( .K  Tfli  io  [:  prli  /jJfcli ‘pfifirj?  adl  tto 

SfBiif  -jils  M b'jseol  ciiiv  <t,i  ,T  5^ 

.•(yfiV/  'Ji/J  nriof,  moii^ 
ybiirB"  b'te  ,a«£pl  »uij  no  haillhb-ae.'w  Ifaw  « 

M7.  Iyii|(./|  rM!^  bki  itj3  byrjBlq  V/j(i7/  .bW3«^ 

K-  Tfft  by'//of|-  aTyjsj-.douf'i*  rjidtl 
<nh  ftl  l.ndMuor.i  skMPMTnPfio  isi^  od3  (o  JJM0  " 

v/rMbii'A  nj  r.«1(u rjBrfJ  a£w?.,^Jffno5  « 

-n'lSJ  iT  j I '/^KO|rs|'  7 nc;  * riii3|| 
nwofid  t t .r  .<.‘J  -^>5^  fti  ftsvr  boaifist '(ToJ . . 

• , - . rifJa  o1  y^v/ol. » 

a:^nV!£r[  si'i  •'  .n05TMtj  innrbtt^  hire  .^aiJpiF  adt^  iqs9X9- ' 

. ■ b3  byiavrnqMiTJ 4i>eiJ  wHf  ffO 
.'■'  «/■  -)l«t  ,tto  7tit  ,y».Kl  roAlli*  ,v*lq)(«;, 

■ .•{Jrtaop  all).  vii,i>ii/j[.  ‘ j^ca'JMrfw  boa  loiitw 


r ' ’ ' '*  . 1*‘ r t T<»  sjjsM  ni;  se  .yi'Iiftv’  io  Isi&mitt  7W9  | 

,7,  ,-.''lr,‘V;f  ,'  ! ..;L  'T 

.1.  i4r.  uMnoJft.  2^14111  wlJ.lo  Jojjrii  yid«>na. 

MbsU  7Vi:d  >i^T-,  y^.sru>,»  9icriii;%<Wt  Ssrlw  jod  ^sifsWir  .• 

/'»/%*», rl'  •<  M>^a.  , ...I  a— •*.  rr.  It  -L  _ _T  ,..  . . ■ , * . r* 


In 


^ cifiS>>n  I ft 


204 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OUIO. 


“To  every  poor  man  we  say,  stand  from  under 
this  humbug,  it  will  soon  fall  and  illustrate  the 
old  adage  of  ' fools  and  their  money  are  soon 
parted.'  A word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient. ''  Hall, 
\\^orman  & Co.  then  had  400  acres  in  Troy,  and  a 
large  acreage  round  Perrysburg;  but  the  idea  of 
dines  and  anti-clines,  of  oil  channels  and  gas 
reservoirs,  was  not  possessed  bv  the  master  drill- 
ers. Below  Waterville,  on  Ballou's  farm,  wells 
were  drilled  and  a show  of  oil  found. 

In  July,  1S75,  some  persons  discovered,  in  the 
nortliwesteni  sections  of  Bloom  township,  quan- 
tities of  crude  petroleum  floating  on  the  waters  of 
a spring,  and,  reporting  this,  a number  of  the 
farmers  agreed  to  “bore"  100  feet  until  the  “oil 
spring  would  be  struck."  The  result  of  their 
strong  resolutions  was  zero;  for  a full  decade 
elapsed  before  the  true  oil  men  drilled  to  the  true 
sand. 

• The  Bradner  Natural  Gas  Co.  was  incorpo- 
rated later,  and  drilled  a well  on  the  stave  factory 
lot.  A show  of  oil  was  found,  but,  like  other 
early  ventures  in  the  field,  the  enterprise  fell 
through.  Messrs.  Edmonds,  Wise,  Bort,  ct  al. 
formed  the  B.  &.  O.  Refining  Co.,  and  to  them 
the  factory  lot  and  equipment  of  the  Bradner  Gas 
Co.  were  donated;  but  the  enterprise  of  the  part- 
ners did  not  meet  with  success. 

Gas  was  discovered  at  a depth  of  242  feet, 
while  the  well  at  the  infirmary  was  being  drilled, 
in  August,  1SS4.  Enough  gas  was  supplie<l  for 
one  stove,  and  continues  down  to  the  present 
time.  The  drillers  were  .Andrew  Byers  and  M. 
O.  Eadd.  Before  sunrise  one  morning  they  heard 
the  water  bubbling  in  the  well,  and  ran  to  inform 
Ivdvvin  Eariner  of  the  fact.  When  daylight  ar- 
rived, F'armer  visited  the  well  and  declared  it  was 
gas,  and  shortly  after  they  succeeded  in  lighting 
it  and  pumping  from  it  one  barrel  of  oil.  In  De- 
cember. 1884,  the  P)Owling  Green  Natural  Gas 
Company  was  formally  organized,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 5,  1885,  organized  with  S.  Case,  }.  O.  Troup, 
K.  W.  McMahan,  W.  M.  Tuller,  G.  C.  Phelps, 
Earl  W.  Merry  and  C.  W.  Evers,  directors.  The 
last  named  was  chosen  president,  with  S.  Case, 
secretary.  Martin  and  Brownyear,  who  com- 
pleted the  Eindlay  well,  were  present,  and  a 
week  or  two  afterward  contracted  for  drilling,  on 
a lot  west  sitic  of  Summit,  and  ten  rods  south  of 
Clough,  street,  the  well  to  be  commenrc'd  b\’  Feb- 
ruary 5.  On  I'ebrii.'iry  9 a depth  of  ninety  feet  was 
reached,  outlie  night  ot  the  lOth,  105  feet,  ,ind  on 
the  25th,  270  fret.  The  Si'ufiiit  /.  noticing  the  gas 
produced  at  that  depth,  declared  the  smidl  ol  it 
would  stop  a dork.  ( )n  I'rid.iy,  March  (>,  1885, 
the  gas  reservoir  was  struck  at  a d-'pth  of^  1 , i 30 


feet.  The  well  was  shot  at  1,250  feet  on  March 
21,  when  a flow  of  about  400.000  feet  was  ob- 
served. On  April  23,  the  second  well  was  drilled- 
in,  and,  on  May  12,  shot  at  1,192  feet,  but  con- 
sumed itself.  On  July  16,  1885,  while  Superin- 
tendent I).  E.  Sanger  was  packing  the  cap  of 
well  No.  I,  he  struck  the  cap  (then  pressed  bv 
.^75  pounds  of  gas  to  the  square  inch),  when 
splinters  of  it  struck  his  face,  tearing  away  the 
flesh  and  causing  his  death.  The  companv  issued 
an  address  to  the  citizen^  .\pril  2,  1885,  in  which 
reference  is  made  to  the  first  well,  then  produc- 
ing about  400,000  feet  of  gas  at  400  pounds 
pressure,  and  to  the  new  well  at  the  north  end  of 
town,  then  drilling  on  a lot  of  Earl  W.  Merrv. 
(3n  March  31  gas  was  brought,  through  475  feet 
of  pipe,  to  the  furnace  of  Hankey's  planing  rni;!, 
and  proved  its  \alue  as  fuel.  laitcr  it  was  con- 
ducted to  C.  M'.  Evers'  house,  and  on  April  i 
introduced  into  the  mill  office,  where  it  proved  its 
value  as  a heating  and  lighting  quantitv.  That 
evening  of  April  1,  1885,  the  people  of  Bowling 
Green  knew  that  thev  had  entered  upon  a new 
era;  but  did  not  dream  then  that  e.xtravagance  or 
waste  would  be  punished  by  want,  or  that  the 
natural  reservoirs  would  be  exhausted. 

In  the  North  Baltimore  field,  from  Ba'rds- 
town  to  Hoytville  and  northward,  oil  men  wee 
bus}’  leasing  and  drilling  for  oil  and  gas  in  June, 
1886.  On  July  26,  the  well  at  Bairdstown  wa^ 
drilled-in,  and  proved  a paying  one. 

The  Simon  well,  four  miles  northeast  of  Ncu  th 
Baltimore,  on  the  Simon  heirs  farm,  eight  feet 
beyond  Levi  Simon's  line,  answered  the  drill  of 
the  Parmer  Oil  Company  on  July  30.  1886,  when 
a strong  flow  of  gas  was  struck  at  a depth  of 
1,010  feet,  or  twents’  feet  in  the  Trenton.  The 
drill  was  kept  at  work  some  time  longer,  when 
the  gas,  being  fired,  formed  a blaze  seventy- five 
feet  in  height  above  the  well's  mouth.  The  roar 
of  the  escaping  gas  could  be  heard  five  irnit' 
awa}’.  Prof.  Orton  measured  the  well  on  .AugU't 
6,  1886.  and  declared  it  to  be  producing  12,451.- 
968  feet  a da}’,  or  341.968  feet  more  than  th<. 
Eindlay  or  Karg  w’ell.  The  “Godseuvl,'  in  Peri}  , 
was  then  yielding  2,500,000,  the  Bairdstown 
3.000,000,  and  the  Bloomdale  abtniL  t.ooo.oc" 
cubic  feet  a da}  . 'I'hink  of  it,  12,451,968  cub'c 
feet  of  gas  a dav,  or  275  tons  weight  td  fuel! 

On  .August  26,  1885.  gas  well  No.  3.  at  Bow - 
ling  Green,  was  completed,  and  b\  October, 
well  No.  4,  was  fmi.-'hed.  B\  the  beginning  o; 
I'cbru.irv.  1886,  there  wvre  li\e  gas  wvlls  an.!  ’. 
sixth  drilling,  the  live  in  operation  \ ielding  about 
1,500,000  [eel  a d.iy.  The  W’csion  well  reach,  ! 
a deptli  ol  1.571  led  on  M.uch  i88(,fi  wit’:'.  1 
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suppiv  of  oil  and  pas  answered  the  drill.  It  was 
u-|>orted  that  the  well  yielded  from  50  to  80 
h.u  rels  of  oil,  and  a preat  c]iiantity  of  pas,  but  in  a 
litilt^  while  it  became  an  artesian  well,  yiroducinp  ^ 
oNcellent  water.  The  R.  \V.  McMahan  well  at 
I’oVtape  was  completed  March  10,  1SS6,  when 

the  supply  was  estimated  at  2,000,000  cubic  feet 
.1  (hiy.  The  Tom  Llrandebcrry  was  credited 
with  8,640.000  feet.  The  pioneer  pas  well  on  the 
Walter  DeWitt  farm,  just  north  of  Mermill,  three 
miles  from  L’owlinp  Green,  was  the  tenth  preat 
pr.sser  of  the  field.  On  April  7,  18S7,  this  well 
Was  \-icldinp  about  ten  million  cubic  feet  per 
ill  cm,  the  pas  reservoir  being  opened  by  the  drill 
at  a dei'th  of  i , 1 30  feet.  . ! 

The  tcn-rnillion-feet  gas  Vs«s.‘ll,  on  the  Johnson  • 
(.'ampbell  farm,  three  miles  northeast  of  North 
r.altimore,  was  completed  December  27,  1887.  | 
'riu;  burninp  \’anderprift  well  at  Cygnet,  on  the 
'I'ank  farm,  was  under  control  on  December  !, 

1887.  It  was  drilled-in  on  November  24,  and 
promised  to  be  a 4,000-barrel,  gusher.  That 
evening  the  pas  caught  fire  from  the  engine  of  a . 
noi  th-bonnd  passenger  train.  Three  c.xplosions  - 
followed,  the  engineer  of  the  train  received  some 
burns,  the  derrick  was  ejuickly  reduced  to  cinders 
..lud  the  flames  from  the  well-mouth  made  sum- 
mer in  the  neighborhood  for  a week.  This  well 
ceased  to  be  a producer  of  oil  at  once,  became  a ' 
preat  passer  and  is  yet  one. 

d'he  Perrysburg  gas  well,  on  the  Slats  farm, 
below  Waterville  bridge,  was  completed  in  March, 

1888,  and  before  December  7,  of  that  year,  the 

juunicipalitv  owned  eleven  gas  wells,  to  which 
others  were  added.  | 

Oil  Weils. — The  North  Baltimore,  or  Henry 
township  oil  field,  was  the  first  to  be  developed. 
Dn  December  i,  1886,  the  drill  penetrated  the 
I rimton  rock  on  David  b'ulton's  farm,  on  Section 
i f,  to  a depth  below  the  mouth,  of  1,194  feet. 

1 he  drillers,  and  the  \'anderpritts,  who  owned  it, 
never  o;>ened  a more  discouraging  hole,  and  were 
about  abandoning  work,  when  a resolution  to  go  , 
down  another  hundred  or  two  hundred  feet  was 
adopted.  When,  a:  last,  oil  answered  the  drill. 
"II  December  13,  the  wil}'  owners  plugged  the 
hole  and  let  the  [,8oo-pound  drill  rest  upon  the  | 
I'hig,  but  the  oil,  like  Bampio's  ghost,  would  not 
down,  and  thus  their  only  hope  of  acf|uiring  more 
land,  by  imaking  this  well  a “ mystery.  " was  ile- 
feated.  On  December  14  preparations  were 
mail'-  for  pi])ing  thi‘  proiluct  to  Pindlay,  but,  be- 
8 re  tins  cotdd  be  accomplished.  thousaiuB  ol 
I’  iriefs  tl(A\ed  o\er  flu?  land.  The  Fulton  was 
I’eropni/ed  as  a 6oo-barrel  well,  and  maintained 
It-’  production  for  a considerable  time. 


The  Peters  well  was  drilled-m  at  1,210  ftet, 
February  9,  1S87,  and,  I'ebruary  25,  that  \e:ir, 
Milton  Ta_\'ior  N Co.’s  well  on  the  Henning  farin. 
nine  hundred  feet  north  of  the  P'ulton  well,  e.as 
completed.  On  the  26th,  when  about  deciding 
to  abandon  the  enterprise  as  a dry  hole,  tlie  drill 
penetrated  the  crust,  the  rumbling  of  gas  and  (.hi 
was  heard,  the  tires  extinguished,  and  [n'esenti\' 
tlie  oil  rushed  through  the  pipes  into  the  tanks. 
Forty  barrels  poured  in  in  eight  minutes,  200  bar- 
rels the  first  liour  and  2,500  bariels  the  firsi. 
twelve  hours.  The  owners E.  Ro\‘ce,  jes.-e 
Carothers,  W.  H.  Smith,  J.  H.  Sands  tind  \\'.  S. 
Coon — drilled  this  h(ule  north  of  the  great  P'ulton 
well,  and  were  fully  rewarded  for  tlieir  eiiterpri>v- 
and  perseverance.  The  Davis  well,  owned  bv  tlic 
Vandergrifts,  cante  m on  February  26,  ami  the 
fame  of  the  field  was  heralded  throughouL  the 
country.  The  Slaughterback,  completed  .-\pn! 
30,  18S7,  Hankey  Brothers,  proved  a t,oo.r>- 
barrel  producer,  while  Slaughterback  No.  3,  wa-^ 
drilled-in  on  June  28,  to  prove  itself  the  peer  of  it.-; 
great  predecessor.  It  was  said  to  have  yicldecl 

8.000  barrels  the  first  day,  but  the  (.h'licial  state- 
ment credits  it  with  4,800  barrels  in  twenty-twu 
hours  without  being  torpedoed.  .At  the  end  of 
sixty  da  vs  it  was  producing  between  2,00c  and 

3.000  barrels,  and  down  to  October  1.  1887. 

_vielde(.i  100,000  barrels.  The  Taylor  well,  com- 
pleted May  2,  18.87.  for  Biddle  (.A  Ranmey,  mav 
be  called  the  duplicate  of  the  Slaughterback.  The 
Bealer,  drilled-in  on  May  4.  _\  ielde(l  1 . 500  barreis 
a day  as  a reward  for  its  (.owners — Carotht^r.>  8; 
Snyder.  Tlie  Nolan  (A  Kennedy  well,  on  the 
Plbcrly  farm,  drilled-in  May  25,  llowed  200  bar- 
rels, and,  before  the  summer  set  in,  a number  (>f 
wells  were  reported  as  fair  pro  lucers.  The  well 
on  the  Jolinson  Campl.iell  farm,  two  and  a half 
miles  from  North  Baltimore,  was  }'ieldiug  13.000 
barrels  a month  at  tlie  close  of  .August,  1887.  Tne 
well  was  drilled-in  about  tlie  middle  of  .August, 
but  its  power  was  not  fully  manifested  until  the 
tenth  day.  when  the  force  of  the  gas  sju'iiyed  the 
oil  over  the  forest.  Pliny  Parker's  well,  on  the 
.-Abe  P'ulta  farm,  was  drilled-in  .August  2<).  1887. 
and  shot  on  .August  30  with  fort\'  ipurts  of  gly- 
cerine. The  oil  rose  hirty  feet  alnive  the  derrick 
for  three  hours  before  it  was  tin  ned  into  the  tanks 
when  1,250  barrels  were  sa\ed  in  two  lumrs  .m  i 
fifteen  minutes.  On  September  2<>.  the  Parker 
well  No.  I.  on  the  I'ult/  farm,  caught  fire.  latail\ 
burning  Rol.'i'rt  |oh'ison,  ihe  pumper.  The 
Crocker  well  also  e.iught  liiau  si-nding  up  a I'i.i.  e 
to  a lieight  of  oiu‘  bundled  and  tiity  n-el.  and  de- 
stroying much  pro[)ertv. 

The  Campbell  wall,  in  Pdoum,  which  oi'eiied 
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with  an  extraonlinary  production,  lc;ll  to  3 000 
barrels  a day  by  January  i,  1888,  and  continued 
to  decline.  Toward  the  close  of  1888.  the  well 
on  the  Solethcr  farm,  near  Jerry  City,  was  drilled. 
I'he  Sutherland  followed,  and  a ,yreat  field  was 
opened.  . Toward  the  close  of  1887,  the  pipe 
lines  refused  to  accept  more  than  one-third  of  the 
daily  'production  of  Wood  a.)unty  oil,  and,  as  a 
result,  the  gassy  wells,  which  could  not  be  shut 
in  by  the  casing  process,  produced  thousands  of 
barrels  of  oil,  which,  in  the  absence  of  tanks, 
flowed  into  the  streams  and  thence  to  the  lake. 
The  wells  mentione<l  are  only  a few  of  the  pio- 
neer greasers  of  this  county.  The  Franks,  diilled- 
in  at  1,077  the  Vandergrifts,  on  ^August 

27,  1 886,  showed  only  100  barrels,  but  fifty  or 
si.xty  similar  ventures  with  a like  [rroduction  ad- 
ded to  the  popularity  of  the  field,  and  removed 
the  work  of  drilling  from  the  region  of  specula- 
tion. Many  companies  were  organized  in  1887 
The  Wood  County  Oil  & Cas  Co.,  of  which  J.  R. 
liankey,  J.  H.  Sands,  L.  Black,  J.  O.  Troup, 
S.  Case,  W.  T.  Reese  and  Dr.  William  Tuller 
were  incorporators,  was  one  of  the  leading  indus- 
trial associations  of  the  time.  The  field  was  not 
w’anting  in  surprises,  either.  A phenomenon  of 
the  field  was  noticed  in  August,  1888,  when  the 
old  Stockwell  hole,  drilled  in  August,  1887,  was 
producing  125  barrels  of  red  oil.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  Laney,  who  plugged  the  hole  with  iron 
siftings  and  next  day  found  a clear  crude,  free 
from  the  red  substance. 

The  North  Baltimore  field,  in  June,  1888, 
showed  the  following  producers:  Conroy,  Duke 

& Myers,  5 w'ells;  Associated  Producer's  Co.,  6; 
Hazelwood  Oil  Co.,  8;  I'.  H.  Rockwell.  Miller  A: 
Co.,  13;  Sherman  Oil  Co.,  7;  United  Gas  N Oil 
Trust,  10;  |.  H.  Van  Wormer  N Co,  7;  Forest 
Oil  Co.,  6;  Smith  dv  Ziegler,  14;  Hankey,  Sands 
tA  Co.,  8;  Syndicate  Oil  Co..  5,  and  Wm. 
I'leming,  8. 

Progress  did  not  cease  here.  On  Ma_\’  12, 
1889,  it  was  reported  that  Barnd  No.  i,  at  North 
Baltimore,  struck  an  ocean  of  oil  which  poured 
out  at  the  rate  of  10,000  barrels  a day.  The 
showing  would  certainly  favor  such  a report,  but 
the  catch  was  many  thousand  barrels  below  the 
number  stated.  It  was  enough,  however,  to  re- 
attract attention  to  tlie  old  lield,  and  win  back 
many  operators  who  had  left  to  seek  new  and 
less  productive  jiastures. 

The  Ducat  well  on  the  N.  F.  J Sec.  27, 
Libertv  township,  was  ciiuipleted  .May  20,  1888. 
for  (inllius  and  Potter.  Being  unprepared  for 
anything  extraordinary,  they  saw'  a [irotluct ion 
estimated  at  5,000  tiarrcls  /(V  (/iem  going  to 


waste,  nor  was  the  flow  contivdled  for  sewrai 
! days.  Early  in  July,  it  was  said  that  no  less 
i than  10,000  barrels  of  (;il,  mostly  from  tlie  Ducat 
well,  floated  on  the  w'aters  of  the  Portage.  On 
I June  4th  or  5th,  the  oil  was  fired,  and  soon  a 
stream  of  fire  four  miles  long  and  thirty  feet  high 
I presented  itself  to  the  sightseers.  In  Octol)er, 
the  Peruot  Brothers  struck  a 3,000-barrel  pro- 
' ducer  in  Liberty  township,  south  of  the  Big 
I Ducat,  and  down  to  the  present  time  the  Liberl\- 
fields  offers  surprises  to  the  lucky  or  pluckr 
drillers. 

The  se\euty-four  wells  in  Liberty  township, 
on  July  I,  1 888,  were  producing  20,000  bar- 
rels a day.  The  great  Slaughterback  well 
in  Henry  township,  produced  75,000  barrels 
down  to  July  i,  18S8,  when  it  fell  to  a small 
well,  having  earned  about  $15  000.  The  Ama- 
zon Oil  Co.  leased  lands  on  the  McCrory  farm, 
and  in  April,  r888,  finished  Nhv  i on  that  farm 
as  a 500-barrel  well,  which  it  continued  about  a 
year,  and  is  now’  a five-barrel  well. 

In  julv,  1 888,  oil  was  pumped  from  Cygnet 
to  South  Chicago,  a distance  of  306  miles,  at  the 
rate  of  little  over  twenty-six  nriles  a day,  or  about 
1 a mile  an  hour  for  a nine-days'  trip.  Cx'gnet  is 
330  feet  above  the  level  of  South  Chicago.  The 
8-inch  line  of  the  National  Transit  Co.  holds 

65.000  barrels,  so  that  with  the  lights  of  1880, 
oil  could  only  make  a military  march  to  Lake 

! Michigan. 

The  Stahdard  f'til  Co.  had  l2,oco  acres  in 
Bloom,  7,000  in  Periw',  3.000  in  Portage,  and 

1.000  acres  in.  Webster  and  Center  at  the  close 
of  1888,  when  their  great  oil  well  on  the  Saylor 
farm,  in  Liberty  township,  came  in,  which  was 
first  reported  to  be  a 6,000-barrel  producer. 
Since  that  time  other  great  companies  have  ac- 
quired immense  tracts,  large  areas  of  whichi  are 
held  foi  future  ilevelopmcut.  Down  to  August 
10,  1888,  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  had  fort\  -three 
3 5,000-barrcl  tanks  in  Wood  county,  and  other- 
Ituilding  at  the  rate  of  two  a week.  It  was  then 

I the  purpose  of  the  company  to  locate  no  le-- 
, than  seveuty-five  of  such  tanks  between  t }g- 
net  and  Oil  Center  on  what  is  known  a<  ■•  'I'auk 
I'arm.  ” 

The  Delanev  well,  on  the  .Mercer  f.irm,  pr  '- 
duced  1 00,000  barrels  during  the  fourteen  month  - 
ending  December  t,  1888.  and  continued.  I"’ 
some  time,  a 200-barrel  producer.  'I'lns  wi.! 
was  vieldiug  lortv  liarrels  in  |un.-.  180:,  h r it 
first  owners.  In  i88()  a well  drilled  in  the  tc'.\u 
of  North  Baltim  .-re  by  B.  .\.  Lawrence.  starti>i 
with  a imoductit'ii  ol  400  barrel-  a day.  and  ic  l 
to  wholesale  drilling  until  the  council  pre!nbil<  • 
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I'liither  work.  The  oil  men  then  soui;ht  a field 
(or  their  enterprise  on  Sections  2j  and  28,  and  ' 
were  fully  rewarded  with  preat  producers.  ' 

'I'he  i'jradner  Oil  Co.  took  the  lead  in  the  de-  1 
velopinent  of  the  Freeport  field,  inakin<^  leases  | 
on  a cash  royalt\  of  four  cents  on  a barrel.  The  i 
well  on  the  Fralick  farm,  Sec.  3,  Montgorn-  j 
cry  township,  may  be  considered  the  first  hea\y  i 
producer.  Drilled  late  in  1889,  it  responded  as  ' 
a fifty-barrel  hole,  and  led  the  way  to  the  drilling 
of  twelve  more  before  May  1,  1890,  in  Sections 
2,  3,  4,  9,  iO,  II  and  15 — all  of  which  became 
known  as  sixty-  and  seventy-barrel  ^\■ells.  The 
rock  is  found  at  from  1,185  to  1,200,  and  oil 
at  from  fifteen  to  thirty,  feet  in  it,  or  about  500 
feet  below  sea  level,  and  from  fifty  to  seventy- 
feet  above  the  dead  line.  The  Paragon  Co. 
drilled  on  the  Risingsun  farm  for  the'eorporation, 
to  a depth  of  1,218  feet,  but  found  neither  gas 
nor  oil,  though  later  and  more  fortunate  drillers 
were  successful  in  that  field. 

The  Palmer  Oil  Company’s  well  in  Section 
21,  Portage  township,  yielded  250,000  barrels 
prior  to  the  close  of  1890,  and  was  then  flowing 
150  barrels  a da\-.  It  was  one  of  the  notable 
wells  which  made  the  township  famous  in  oildom. 

The  Brown  Oil  Co.  struck  a 7,000-barrel  well 
on  the  South  of  the  Northwest  j.  Section  23, 
Plain,  in  1S92,  flowed  for  three  or  four  months, 
running  250  barrels  in  twenty-seven  minutes  at 
the  beginning,  and  settling  down  gradually  until 
it  became  known  as  a seventv-barrel  well  in  1895. 

In  July  of  this  year,  it  was  drilled  deeper,  tor- 
pedoed and  improved. 

The  developments  were  not  confined  to  Henry, 
Bloom  and  Portage  townships  very  long.  In 

1889,  particularly  in  the  spring  of  1890,  the 
stampede  to  I'recport  was  in  progress,  and,  on 
every  side  of  Montgomer}'  township,  and  e\’en 
north  of  th.e  township  line,  the  country  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  oil  operator  and  driller.  The 
completion  of  a well  near  Freeport,  in  March, 

1890,  which  flowed  210  barrels  in  two  houns, 
caused  the  great  stampeile,  and,  before  the  close 
of  November,  no  less  than  400  wells  were  com- 
pleted, and  many-  more  commenced  within  the 
boundaries  of  Montgomery.  Within  the  town  of 
Freeport,  120  derricks  were  raised,  and  ftir  some 
time  the  place  was  an  oil  city  of  considerable 
iiiijKjrtance.  Then  the  production  began  to  fall 
by  degrees,  not  to  be  raised  again  until  the  busy 
days  of  1895. 

In  the  tdd  sections  of  the  oil  field,  new  sur- 
prises were  apjiearing,  and  opiTators  returned  to 
their  earlier  hunting  grounds. 

I'he  Haskins  or  “Sucker  Rod  " liidd,  modern 


in  its  development,  has  shown  wonderful  staving 
qualities.  The  fiehl  [iresents  some  strange  plvj- 
nornena,  its  direct  line,  as  if  following  a river  <n 
oil,  being  not  the  least  remarkable. 

The  Jerry  City  fiehl  came  in  during  189;  as 
one  of  the  most  progressive  in  the  countv.  Front 
and  back  yards  were  given  up  to  the  driller,  and 
the  small  boy,  in  hundreds  of  instances,  could 
climb  from  the  window  of  his  sleeping  room  to 
dizzy  derrick  heights. 

The  Ohio  Oil  Co.'s  well,  on  the  Reese  farm, 
a mile  northw'est  of  the  great  Rirkbride,  was 
completed  May  16,  1895,  at  sixty-seven  feet  in 
oiTrock.  .At  fifteen  feet  it  yielded  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  barrels  a day;  but  the  drillers,  re-5tari;::g 
the  tools,  drilled  fifty-two  feet  below,  when  the 
well  gave  100  barrels  an  hour.  On  t'ne  next  da.v 
it  settled  down  to  50  barrels  an  hour.  A\'hether 
it  w'ill  fall  as  suddenly  as  did  its  jmedecessor.s — 
the  Hollister,  McMurray,  Kirklrride.  Baker  and 
I Delaware,  in  the  Woodville  field,  has  yet  to  be 
1 ascertained.  The  Corning  Oil  Co.  's  well  on  t-';.:- 
‘ Philip  Hartman  farm.  Sec.  12,  Troy  township. 

which  flowed  220  barrels  in  the  first  half  da'c. 

I the  Mountler  Bros. , lOO-barrel  well  on  the  Rex 
: farm,  in  Sec.  36,  and  their  well  on  the  Linker 
farm,  in  Sec.  25;  the  Westennan  well  on  the 
Rohring  farm,  in  Sec.  35;  Plummer's  well,  in 
Sec.  25;  the  wells  on  P'oster  and  Baker  farms,  in 
Secs.  12  and  13.  Troy,  and  the  Rock  (hi!  Crfis 
wells,  in  Sec.  2,  Lake,  w ith  the  ventures  in  Ross 
‘ township,  show  the  ad.vance  of  the  field. 

In  the  Haskins  or  Sucker-rod  field,  the  Marsch- 
' ka  (N  Ihrannigan  well  No.  12,  on  the  Fmerick 
farm.  Sec.  34,  .Middleton  townshiiv  a Goo-barivi 
producer,  was  completed  early  in  june,  189;. 
i while  Barnes.  W’ittmcr  N M’att’s  well.  No.  7. 
on  Sec.  27,  Hoag  farm,  came  in  as  a 150-bar- 
rel well.  Later,  in  func,  the  Pennell,  Pitclier. 
j Camp  and  Hodge  well,  on  the  Shadd  farm,  2.  5CO 
feet  west  of  Haskins  village,  struck  oil  rock  a: 
1,198.',  feet,  oil  at  i.223,\  feet,  and  further  p.ay- 
rock  at  1,268.',  fact.  Tins  extension  was  calcu- 
lated on  the  ground  that  the  p.iy  irh.uinel  pas.'cd 
■ west  of  Haskins,  under  the  river  ami  thr. nigh 
Waterville.  The  drilled  declared  in  fav(>r  of  tin- 
calculati(ui,  and  a great  well  resulted. 

Earlv  in  June,  18(15,  .hlunn's  N(>.  1.  on  the 
Fberly  farm.  Sec.  7,  Pottage,  and  I'ow  i.  r 
Bros’.  No.  2,  on  the  Hibbard  f.irm.  .'^ec.  3'. 
same  township,  were  drilKul  in  atid  prtned  p.u- 
ing  wells. 

The  North  Baltimore  field  w.is  holding  :t' 
reputation  in  June,  1S95.  when  the  C.irrotl,.  r- 
: on  the  Lewis  larm.  Sec.  t.;;  th.e  L D.  Lang- 
made,  No.  5,  on  the  Bushong  l.irm,  Se(V  33. 
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and  Wallace  i.\:  Coon’s  Xo.  6,  Henning  farm. 
Sec.  14,  Heiir}''  township,  with  the  Ohio  Oil 
Company's  No.  7,  on  the  Welton  farm.  Sec. 
35.  and  W.  H.  Milliken's  Xo.  li,  on  the  ^^cKee 
farm,  Sec.  eS,  Liberty  township,  came  in  as 
good  producers. 

The  year  1895  was  a memorable  one  in  oil 
circles  generally,  and  particularly  in  those  of 
W'ood  county.  The  Sun  Oil  Company  struck 
two  great  wells  in  the  Risingsun  held,  while 
westward  to  Haskins  large  wells  were  reported 
weekly.  I'rom  the  report  dated  December  27. 
1895,  it  is  learned  that  there  were  1,786  new 
wells  completed  in  Wood  county,  568  in  Han- 
cock, 1S9  in  Allen,  749  in  Auglaize,  1,132  in 
Sandusky,  41  in  Lucas,  648  m .Mercer,  and 
Ottawa,  Hardin,  Wyandot,  Logan,  Van  Wert, 
Henry,  Paulding,  Williams,  Putnam,  Dehance, 
Fulton,  Shelby  and  Darke.  Of  these  numbers 
there  were  200  dry  holes  in  Wood  county.  98  in 
Hancock,  48  in  Allen,  104  in  Auglaize,  99  in 
Sandusky,  18  in  Lucas,  76  in  Mercer,  and  187  in 
the  miscellaneous  counties.  The  new  production 
for  the  year  credits  Wood  county  with  39,840 
barrels  daily:  Hancock,  10.778;  .Allen,  2,512; 
Auglaize,  12,730:  Sandusky,  27,268;  Lucas,  715; 
Mercer,  9.422;  miscellaneous  counties,  5,010. 

In  the  counties  named  22,960  wells  have  been 
completed  Clown  to  December,  1895),  at  an  aver- 
age cost  of  $2,000  each,  or  a total  of  $45,920,- 
000,  to  say  nothing  of  the  millions  of  dollars 
invested  in  pipe  lines,  pumping  stations  and  build- 
ings of  all  sorts.  This  number  of  wells  is  pro- 
portioned as  follows;  Wood,  7,897;  Hancock, 
3,291;  Allen,  1 ,605 ; Auglaize,  3,046;  Sandusky, 
3,752;  Lucas,  20!  ; Mercer,  1,834;  miscellaneous, 
1,334.  These  wells  were  completed  l)y  years  as 
follows;  Prior  to  1890,  7,355;  in  1890.  2,151; 
1892,  1,465;  1893.  1,877:  1894,  3,001;  1895, 
5,559.  Of  the  22,960  wells,  3,560  were  worth- 
less for  oil,  but  many  of  them  were  good  gassers. 

The  e.vtraordinary  development  of  1895  will 
compare  favoraldy  with  the  best  days  of  the  held. 
I'rorn  a point  below  Haskins  to  the  extremes  of 
the  old  fields,  the  driller  was  at  work  day  and 
night,  and  derricks  appeared  ever\  where  e\en  as 
far  east  as  the  Krotzer  farm  in  I'rcedom,  and 
north  through  Tro}’  and  Lake  tcnvnships  into 
Ross  township.  The  increase  in  the  value  of  oil 
must  be  credited  with  this  e.xtraordinary  acti\  ity, 
for,  at  the  price  ruling  in  1894,  tiiere  was  little 
prospect  for  profit,  even  where  a venture  to  turn 
out  a fair  producer.  The  increased  \:due  of 
Wood  county  oil  gave  drilling  a fair  commercial 
chance  in  which  a good  well  on  one  lease  would 
compensate  fur  the  water  well  or  dry  hole  en- 


countered in  the  search  on  anotlier  lease.  It  led 
! many  men  to  enter  dangerous  tcrritor\'  and  win 
success  therein:  others  it  led  be_\ond  the  bounda- 
I ries  described  by  the  oil  man's  instinct,  to  lose 
money,  time  and  labor  which  thev  invested  in 
; the  prospect. 

l-felow  are  given  some  extracts  from  a paper 
on  the  subject,  prepared  b_v  James  O.  Troup, 
Esq.,  of  Bowling  Green: 

“I'lecurring  to  the  oil  business,  its  magnitude 
, in  AA'ood  county  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures,  which,  though  given  in  ‘ round  numbers,’ 
are  substantially  correct.  There  have  been 
drilled-in  the  county  for  oil. and  gas  9,000  wells. 
There  are  now  in  operation  5,500  oil  wells.  The 
production  of  thecounty  up  to  thisdatefSeptember, 

, 1896)  is  50, two, 000  barrels.  The  present  dailv 
: production  is  30.000  barrels.  In  searching  for 
, and  producing  oil  within  the  countv  theie  h L\  e 
^ been  expended  $18,000,000.  The  capital  at 
! present  invested  in  the  business  of  producing  is 
i from  $ 1 1 ,000.000  to  $12,000,000.  'fhe  writers 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  number 
! of  employes  in  the  business  within  the  countv, 
but  it  is  in  excess  of  2.500,  and  the  average  .vages 
‘ paid  to  tlrein  is  about  $75  per  month.  The 
average  ro\'altv  paid  to  the  land  owner  is  about 
one-seventh  of  the  gross  production.  This,  at 
1 the  present  rate  of  production,  and  the  present 
price  of  oil,  means  a monthly  paN  inent  to  land- 
owners  of  $72,000.  .Add  to  this  a monthl}'  pay 
roll  of  $20,000.  and  we  ha\  e from  the  oil-produc- 
ing business  alone  $92,000  paid  out  monthh',  or 
. $ 1 ,093,000  annuall}’,  and  finding  its  way  among 
: the  people  of  the  count}’. 

I “ Thus  far  we  have  said  nothingabout  the  biisi- 
! ness  of  transporting  ami  marketing  the  oil.  The 
' transportation  of  crude  oil  is  a distinct  and  im- 
portant industry.  It  is  carried  on  in  this  field 
by  means  of  railwa\’  tank  cars,  and  liy  means  of 
pipe  lines.  W'e  shall  speak  onl}'  of  the  latter. 
There  are  several  pipe-line  companies  in  this 
fiehl.  the  Buckete  Pipe  Line  (.'ompany  iloing 
far  the  largest  business.  I'or  that  reason,  its 
method  of  trans[iortation  will  be  brietl}'  tie- 
scribed,  as  an  illustration  of  how  the  luisine.-'S  is 
carrietl  on.  It  is  not,  as  is  often  siqiposetl.  a 
purchaser  or  dealer  in  oil.  but  onl\'  a common 
earner,  storing  ami  transporting  oil,  and  charging 
;i  certain  firice  per  barrel  for  storige  and  inpe  ige. 

“ It  has  in  this  count}'  a centra!  pimq'iiig  >t.i- 
tion  located  on  the  '1'.  XL'.  C'.  railway  al'.ait  io 
miles  south  of  Bow  lit  g t 'li  een.  It  has  ,iIso  2; 
distiict  .'tations  locateii  at  ihfferent  } oints  in  the 
county,  with  pipe'  lines  extern  I mg  from  tlu'se  to  th.e 
tanks  at  the  \arious  wells  in  the  rcspecti\e  dis- 
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tiicts,  and  to  storage  tanks  liereafter  described. 
When  a tank  filled  and  steamed,  if  steaming  be 
tiecessar\',  the  owner  notifies  the  compan\''s 
ganger  for  the  district.  If  the  gauger  finds  the 
oil  in  a condition  for  marketing,  he  gauges  the 
lank,  and  the  oil  is  run  into  the  compan}-'s  line. 
Wdien  the  run  is  made  he  again  gauges  the  tank, 
which  is  never  entirely  emptied.  If}'  this  means 
he  ascertains  the  exact  (|uantit\'  of  oil  run  into 
the  line,  even  to  the  i-iooth  part  of  a barrel,  and 
reports  the  run  at  the  company's  office.  The 
royalty  interest  is  entered  upon  the  compan\‘’s 
l)0')ks  to  the  credit  of  the  land  owner,  and  the  re- 
mainder, called  the  ' working  interest,  ’ is  en- 
tered to  the  credit  of  the  well  owner.  blither 
jiarty  may  sell  his  oil  at  once,  or  hold  so  long  as 
lie  is  willing  to  pay  storage.  Whenever  a party 
desires  to  sell  his  oil  he  sends  to  the  company's 
office  a sale  order,  and  receives  in  return  a check 
for  tlie  market  price,  less  charges  for  storage 
ami  pipeage.  The  ease,  cfmvenience  and  safety 
to  the  owner,  of  this  method  of  marketing  his 
oil,  are  obvious.  I'rom  the  district  pumping  sta- 
tion the  oil  is  pumped  to  the  compaiu  's  storage 
tanks,  of  which  it  has  over  300  in  this  county. 
.\11  but  six  of  these  are  located  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  central  pumping  station.  These 
tanks  are  cylindrical  in  form,  made  of  boiler  iron 
or  steel,  and  have  an  av  erage  capacitv  of  30,000 
barrels.  A dyke  is  thrown  up  around  each  tank. 

1 he  object  is  to  confine  the  oil  in  the  space  be- 
tween the  tank  and  the  dyke  in  case  of  accident 
to  the  tank. 

“Tfiat  portion  of  the  county  covered  by  the  oil 
field  is  a network  ot  district  j'ipe  lines.  Those  of 
the  Ihickeye  Pipe  kdne  Company  ammint  to  over 
500  miles,  being  rrmre  than  sutTicient  to  lav  a con- 
tinuous line  from  Nashville  to  Detroit.  The 
'•'lain  pumping  station  is  saitl  to  he  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  world.  P>v  means  of  it  the  oil  is 


' pumped  from  the  storage  tanks  above  men- 
tioned, westward  to  Chicago,  and  ea.-tward  to  the 
seaboard.  The  od  Hows  west  thnuigh  two 
inch  lines  and  one  6-inch  line  as  far  as  Lima,  and 
thence  to  Chicago  through  twia  8-iuch  lines, 
d'hose  who  visited  Maclniiery  Hall  at  the  World's 
I'air,  and  olrserved  its  immense  batterv  of  boilers, 
w ill  he  interested  to  knovvthat  the  ail  n.setl  umler 
them  for  fuel  came  through  these  lines.  Icast- 
I warn  the  oil  is  forced  through  two  S-inch  lines  via 
Cleveland  to  Glean,  N.  V.,  and  thence,  bv 
different  lines,  to  New  York  city  and  Pliiiadel- 
phia.  On  these  lines,  both  east  and  west,  there 
' are  relay  pumping  stations  at  necessary  intervals. 
The  capacity  of  the  western  1 ne  is  32,000  bar- 
rels, and  th.at  of  the  eastern  line  33,000  barrels 
' daily.  Tiie  amount  run  dail_\  at  the  present  time 
is  about  ! 3,000  barrels  west,  ami  30.000  barrels 
east.  As  the  total  is  1 5,000  barrels  more  than 
the  daiiv  production  of  Wood  county,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  state  that  the  production  of  Hancock, 
Samfusky  and  Wv’andot  comities  is  collected  int'i 
the  storage  tanks  in  this  county.  The  rate  of 
the  curr-ent  in  these  lines  depends,  of  course, 
upon  the  amount  of  oil  forced  through  them  ami 
upon  the  diameter  of  the  line.  Ordinarilv  the 
speed  in  the  8-inch  line  is  two  miles  per  hour,  in- 
creasing in  the  smaller  lines  to  five  miles  per 
hour.  The  pressure  upon  the  lines  is  enormous, 
and  v.rries  inversely  with  the  diai.ncter  of  tlvi 
line.  In  the  8-inch  line,  and  at  the  s[ieed  above 
given,  the  pressure  is  about  1,000  pounds  to  the 
square  inch.  The  company  has  its  private  teh^- 
graph  stations  ami  telegraj)!!  lines  throughout  t.be 
field,  and  extending  from  the  field  to  its  princi[':d 
offices  both  cast  and  west. 

“The  capital  invested  in  the  storage  ami 
trans[)ortat ion  ()f  oil  from  Wood  county  is  not 
less  than  ,^10,000,000." 


C H A 1 ^1'  K R X X I . 


Assess  Ml-:  NT  AM)  Ckxsis  .S  i ,\  I’ I s r 1 1 s — .\(,i;  icn.i  iM{  ,\  I.  PiioniTTs — .'s  iatis  rics  or-  Poen  .vn<)\  — 

I )i;ri; NX  I .\  I. 


THL  chapters  dicvotcd  to  jiolitical  and  miii- 
catioim!  affairs  muitain  verv  comi'lcte 
stalistic.s  relating  to  voters  ami  school 
(hildren,  while  that  on  the  Transactions 
if  the  Commissioners  denis  more  or  less  exten- 
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Ci:\si  s. 

sivedv  with,  tax  levies  and  financial  aff.iirs.  Here, 
the  asst's-,',1  value  of  propertv,  at  st.itv- i periods. 

• iml  the  t.ix  lev  ied  lilt  icon  are  given,  with  ligui' s 
on  the  po>dm:ts  of  tlu'  hiriii.  The  imisl  imp  til- 
ant  s-'etjon  ol  th'*  ehapter  is  th.it  which  tlfa'-. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


with  llic  popuhilit)!!.  It  differs  from  the  assess- 
iiuait  and  agricultural  statistics,  in  the  fact  of  its 
authenticity.  'I'hongh  the  former  tigures  are 
snnnnari;'ed  from  State  reports,  they  do  not 
agree  with  true  values  or  ijnantities,  wlnle  it  is 
known  that  th;' Census  returns  cover,  pr.ictically, 
the  numhcr  of  inhahitants  found  in  the  count}'  at 
the  (dose  of  each  decaile,  beginning  with  that 
ending  in  lime,  i S20. 

.1  ssrssNUut  Stiifistii's. — The  assessed  value 
of  real  and  personal  piroperty,  within  its  honnd- 
aries,  of  1826,  was  $88,886,  of  which  $40,704 
was  assessed  on  lands,  ^23,240  on  town  lots,  and 
:824,952  on  persona!  property.  d'he  respectixe 
assessments,  in  1 830,  were  $38,  1 58.  $27, 222  and 
$15,884,  or  a total  of  $81,264.  f"  1840,  the 
assessment  was  increased  to  $577,999.  the  lands 
being  assessed  at  $229,673,  town  lots  at  $216,- 
244,  aii(i  personal  prcipert}'  at  so2,o82.  d'he  as- 
sessment for  1850  shows  a total  of  $1,195,183, 
the  lands  being  assessed  at  $890,736.  d'his  was 
increased,  by  i860,  to  $3,406,418,  the  lands 
amounting  to  $2,353,  142,  town  lots  to  $253,  100, 
and  personal  pro[>ert\'  to  .$800,  1 76. 

In  1870,  the  total  assessed  value  was  .$4,737,- 
217;  of  which  land  xalues  were  placed  at  $2,- 
621,271,  personal  pro[)ertv  at  $1,809,690. 

d'he  valuation  bv  townshi[)S,  in  1871,  is  given  as 
foll(3ws;  Perrxsbiirg,  $1,341,402:  Weston.  $617,- 
507;  Middleton,  $434,520;  Portage,  $259,403; 
Peiry,  548,692;  Montgomer}',  $4(4;. 8 14;  Free- 
don-i,  $332,979;  d'ro}',  $322,225;  Liberty,  $363,- 
039;  Center,  ,$385,005;  Ploom,  $438,451;  Plain, 
$5  1 8, 972  Milton,  $454,524:  Henr},  $257,227; 
Washington,  $450,893;  Jac:kson,  $217,671  ; Lake, 
$544,728;  Webster.  $291,082,  or  a total  of 
$8,272,134. 

The  Act  of  April  26,  1872,  authorized  a one- 
rnill  tax,  for  township  purposes,  where  the  \alu- 
ation  does  not  exceed  $200,000,  eight-tenths  of 
a mill,  where  not  in  excess  of  $300,000.  one-half 
a mill,  where  the  valuation  does  not  exceed 
$500,000,  and  one-fonrth  of  a mill,  whert;  the 
assessed  value  is  above  the  half-million  mark. 

In  1872,  the  \alnation  of  1870  was  almost 
doubled,  when  the  total  assessrneiit  reached  $8, - 
444,061,  of  which  lanils  were  valued  at  $5,675,- 
274,  and  personal  propert}'  at  $2,253,740.  In 
1877,  tlu're  were  391,585  acres  of  land  valued  at 
$5,774,520,  town  lots  x.alucd  at  $8(9  1 ,0  1 o,  chat- 
tel |)roperty  at  $3.  1 I2,t)40,  or  a total  of  $0,778,- 
170,  on  which  a State  tax  of  $28, 351')  6()  was 
levied,  and  a ioeal  tax  for  all  I'lirposes  amounting 
to  ,$  1 1)2,  I 08. 05,  or  .1  total  tax  of  $ 1 ‘ io,  ; ; p 7.1 , 
iindiiding  ,$.p  I,  7 I I . .JO  lor  s<  hool  purpi  >S('S. 

d'he  assesseil  valuation,  in  i8c)0,  ua^  $10.- 


339,(950,  on  which  a tax  of  .$351,766.22  (^exclus- 
ive of  the  one-dollar  tax  on  2.8(93  dogsj  was 
levied,  the  total  of  county  and  local  tax  being 
$271,705.39.  d'he  assessed  value  of  real  and 
personal  property,  in  1893,  was  $19,266,790,  the 
State  tax,  $52,983.67,  and  the  total  tax  •(  except 
the  one-dollar  tax  on  3,124  dogs,  and  two-dollar 
tax  on  I 14  female  dogs  , $555,906.44.  d'he 
actual  tax  levv  for  count}'  purposes  was  $38-;,- 
775.89,  being  count}',  bridge-building,  indigent 
s(.)ldiers'  fund,  road  debts,  township  school  — 
$ I 1 5,057.42  ; special,  $34,732;city  and  village, 
$53,  1 47.07 ; but  neither  poor  nor  miscellaneous 
taxes. 

-According  to  the  State  reports,  there  were 
385,970  acres  of  land  assessed  in  1893,  at  $9.- 
486,130,  with  real  estate  in  towns  and  villages 
assessed  at  $2,655,250,  and  persivnal  propertv  in 
tow'uships  and  towns  at  $7,  125,410,  or  a total  of 
$19,266,790^  being  about  the  ninetv'-hrst  part  oi 
the  assessed  value  of  the  State,  $ 1 .752,9(90,930. 
d'he  true  total  for  Wood  county,  on  a marketable 
basis,  might  be  ascertained  b_\'  mnltij)!}  ing  ilie 
given  assessed  value  by  four,  d'he  total  State  tax 
lev  ied  in  18(93,  on  a basis  of  2'j  mills,  amounted 
to  $52,983.67:  the  count}'  and  local  taxes 

anujunted  to  $385,775.89;  the  dog  tax  to  $3,388; 
and  delini^uent  taxes  of  1893  and  former  vear>, 
,$  1 1 7,  1 46. 88,  bringing  the  total  up  to  $559.- 
^94-4-f- 

d'he  assessment,  which  is  the  omly  (jtticial  or 
legal  document  upon  which  to  base  the  value  ol 
property,  may  be  said  to  'be  only  25  per  reidn:/ 
(jf  the  true  value,  S(.i  that,  in  times  of  ordinarv 
prosperity,  Wood  count}'  is  v allied  for  about  sev- 
enty-seven milliran  dollars. 

A gricultural  Products:. — d'he  production  of 
grain,  etc.,  in  Wood  count}',  from  1888  to  1892, 
is  sh(2vvn  as  follows; 
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In  1804,  there  were  30,752  >hi'ip.  while,  in 
I 8. >5,  the  auditor  (4  State  civdits  the  countv  with 
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only  24,816  sheep  of  the  3,005,403  credited  to 
the  State. 

The  assessed  value  of  live  stock  is  given  as 
follows;  In  1893,  there  were  12,349  horses  rai- 
ned at  $486,270;  15,328  cattle,  valued  at  $198,- 
220;  196  mules,  at  $6,  380;  31,917  sheep,  at  $66,- 
180,  and  17,005  hogs,  at  $63,180.  The  figures 
for  1894  and  1895  vary  very  much  from 

these  just  given.  While  the  county  has  not 
really  felt  the  effects  of  the  financial  depression 
of  1893-95,  so  prevalent  outside  the  oil  fields,  the 
shadow  of  that  depression  was  visible,  darken- 
ing enterprise,  and  postponing,  to  a certain  ex- 
tent, private  and  public  improvements. 

The  tax  levy  authorized  b\'  the  commissioners 
in  June,  1894,  shows  2 nulls  for  current  expenses 
of  the  county,  2.05  mills  for  county  bridge  pur- 
poses, 2 mills  for  building  court  house,  and  . 10 
of  a mill  for  relief  of  indigent  soldiers.  The 
finances  for  the  year  ending  September  3,  i S94, 
so  far  as  the  funds  which  the  commissioners  con- 
trol are  concerned,  are  given  as  follows:  Cur- 

rent expense  fund,  $47,365.73:  county  bridge 
fund,  $20,080;  county  building  fund,  $1,840; 
recorder’s  fee  fund, $689. 20;  new  court  house  fund, 
$ lOl , 290. 67 ; special  dog  fund,  $4, 183.  15;  county 
infirmary  fund,  $18,245.20;  and  soldiers’  relief 
fund,  $4,019.20.  Of  the  total  sum.  the  expendi- 
tures amounted  to  $140,  145.44.  The  township, 
ditch  and  school  taxes  are  not  considered  in  the 
commissioners’  report,  but  it  may  be  said  that 
they  exceed  the  total  of  the  general  taxes.  The 
county  has  a good  deal  to  show  for  its  annual 
expenditures — good  roads,  great  drainage  canals, 
a magnificent  new  court  house,  valuable  infirmary 
property,  and  well-kept  records. 

Slalistics  of  - Population. — In  i860,  there 
were  only  1,411  males  and  1,031  fernaies  of 
foreign  birth  of  the  total  population  of  17. 886. 
The  native  population,  in  1870,  was  21,445;  in 
1880,  30,170,  and  in  1890,  40.066.  The  foreign 
population,  in  1870,  was  3,151;  in  1880,  3,852; 
and  in  1890,  4.326.  The  figures  given  for  the 
natives  include  43  Africans  in  1870;  132  in  1880; 
and  [87  in  1890,  as  well  a,s  four  natives  of  China. 
Of  the  native-born  residents,  in  1890,  21,171 
were  males,  and  18,895,  females;  while,  of  the 
foreign-born  residents,  2,528  were  males,  and 
1.798,  females.  In  1890,  there  were  9,344 
dwellings  and  9,604  families  in  the  county,  giv- 
ing 4.75  souls  to  a dwelling  and  4.62  to  each 
family.  P)Owling  Green  had  786  dsvellings  for 
797  families,  and  North  naltimore,  546  ilwellings 
(or  608  families,  d'he  number  of  males  in  the 


county,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twetuv 
years,  was  7,851,  of  females.  7,359;  and  of  niales, 
twenty-one  years  and  over,  10,528,  or  very 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  total  population.  The 
distribution  of  population  is  74.2  to  the  sepaare 
mile,  or  one  inhabitant  for  every  8.62  acres.  The 
capacity  of  the  county  for  sustaining  a popula- 
tion bears  about  the  same  relation  as  its  assessed 
value  does  to  its  true  value.  With  four  persons 
to  8.62  acres, or  296.8  to  every  square  mile,  the 
I country  would  not  be  overtaxed,  though,  in  the 
light  of  latter-day  wants,  many  of  the  inhabitants 
would  have  to  forget  luxuries,  which  they  now 
enjoy,  and  all  would  have  to  give  more  labor  and 
more  attention  to  agiiculture.  With  manufact- 
uring industries  in  number,  the  farming  commu- 
nity of  W'ood  county,  increased  to  the  maximuni 
given,  would  become  the  wealthiest  in  Ohio. 

Decennial  Census. — The  population  of  the 
original  county,  in  1820,  was  733,  but  as  the  ter- 
ritory embraced  a large  part  of  northwestern 
Ohio,  not  more  than  one-third  that  number  of 
white  persons  resided  within  its  present  limits. 
In  1830,  before  Lucas  was  detached,  the  popula- 
tion was  1,102;  in  1840,  within  the  present  lim- 
its, 5,357;  in  1S50,  9,157;  in  i860,  17,886;  in 
1870,  24,596;  in  1880,  34,022;  and  in  1890, 
44.392. 
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BOWLING  GREEN. 


pREAMisr.E — Setti.emext  AND  Xo M EXCE ature:  [from  THE  i'i;x  OF  C.  W.  Evers] — Eari.v  Traders 
— Remixiscexces  of  ;Mks.  J.  a.  Shaxxox  — Business  Circles,  1S00-187G — Schools  — 
Modern  Buildings — ^Iuxiciral  Affairs — Fire  Derartment — Gas  Company — Ax  Explos- 
ion -—Bowling  Green's  Pioneer  Railroad — Churches  — Cemeteries  — Miscellaneol  s 
Societies. 


'HE  seat  of  justice  of  Wood  county,  near 
its  geographical  center,  is  admirably  lo- 
cated for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, as  well  as  for  the  administration 
of  county  affairs.  Two  railroad  lines,  with  their 
branches,  bring  the  town  within  forty  minutes’ 
ride  of  the  southern  and  northern  townships, 
while  a stone  road,  running  east,  insures  to  the 
people  of  Center  and  adjoining  townships  a good 
thoroughfare  at  all  seasons,  and  easy  access  to 
this  central  trading  place. 

Prior  to  1870,  the  present  busy  town  was  a 
quiet  hamlet.  In  that  year  the  Census  enumer- 
ator found  906  inhabitants  there.  Ten  years 
after  there  were  1,539  inhabitants  credited  to  the 
corporation,  while  in  1890,  no  less  than  3,467 
residents  were  reported.  The  population  in  the 
fall  of  1895  was  alleged  to  exceed  4,000.  Basing 
the  number  of  inhabitants  on  the  number  of  voters 
(91  I votes  cast  for  candidates  for  commissioner) 
in  November,  1895,  the  population,  at  that  date, 
must  have  been  a little  above  the  4,000  mark. 
In  1890  there  were  786  dwelling  houses  in  the 
town  for  the  797  families  reported.  Within  the 
past  six  years  many  modern  houses  have  been 
built,  bringing  the  total  up  to  i ,000  dwellings, 
few,  if  any,  of  which  are  tenantless.  The  con- 
struction of  business  houses  has  been  carried  on, 
until  now  the  business  center  extends  from  Mt. 
Ararat  northward  to  a point  near  the  last  loca- 
tion of  John  M.  Hannon’s  pioneer  tavern. 

A reference  to  the  chapters  on  Plain  and  Cen- 
ter townships  will  show  the  order  in  which  the 
Martindales,  Thurstins,  Moores,  Hollingtons, 
Shivelys,  Walkers,  Stauffers,  Richards,  Tracys, 
Hartmans,  Booths,  Mack'es,  Manvilles,  St.  Johns, 
and  other  pioneer  families  settled  on  or  near  tiie 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Bowling  Green.  The 
chapters  named  will  also  present  to  the  reader 
the  story  of  pioneer  days  in  this  vicinity,  the 


I names  of  the  men  and  women  who  ventured  down 
I from  Mt.  Ararat  to  clear  the  wilderness  and  make 
I it  ready  for  their  children;  of  the  men  who  con- 
verted it  into  the  most  favored  land  in  Ohio,  and 
! of  the  stern,  honest  fellows  who  governed  the 
two  little  republics  from  which  the  town  of  Bowl- 
ing Green  was  detached  in  1855. 

In  this  chapter  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
settlement  as  well  as  with  the  social  and  comnier- 
cial  development  of  the  area  within  the  limits 
of  the  corporation.  Legends  and  records  have 
been  compelled  to  enter  the  service  of  the  chron- 
iclers, and  every  measure  that  care  could  suggest 
has  been  taken  to  insure  accuracy;  so  that  this 
pleasant  and  prosperous  town  may  be  given  a 
chapter  complete  in  historical  details  and  au- 
thentic in  every  particular.  The  introductory  to 
the  story  of  the  village,  written  by  C.  W. 
Evers,  in  September,  1895,  and  published  in  the 
i Tribune,  tells  of  settlement  and  nomenclature. 

I 

The  fir.st  time  white  men  came 'to  disturb  the  forest 
solitudes  where  Howlin-.r  Green  now  stands,  was  in  June,  Rt’d. 
wlien  Hull’s  army  [>assed  here,  marchmii  trom  Dayton  to  De- 
troit. That  column  of  troops,  precedeil  by  guides,  scouts 
and  axemen,  followed  in  turn  by  the  cavalry  battalion,  with 
its  gaudy  [lennons,  escorting  the  commanding  gt.'neral,  with 
j his  gaily  uniformetl  staff  retinue;  then  tne  infantry,  held 
bamls,  artillery  and  trtiins  formed  a pageant  which  even  to- 
d;iy  would  attract  all  Howling  Green  to  the  east  side  of  town, 
about  where  the  T.  & O.  C.  raiiway  track  lies.  That  is  about 
on  the  line  the  troo(>s  held,  unlil  near  Ridge  stn.-et,  wh,en 
tluA'  turned  a little  to  the  west,  conting  out  on  the  Maumee 
nearly  op])osite  Water\  ille.  Th.it  was  the  first  w.igon  trail 
through  the  interior  of  Wood  county,  .ind  the  only  oiU'  for  the 
, two  succeeding  decadi'S.  I'he  land  w.is  then  ov\  ned  by  the 
I Indians,  .\fter  the  war,  in  ISG,  at  ,i  treaty  at  the  Fov't  of  the 
.\Iaumee  Rapids,  described  elsewhere  in  these  pages,  the 
I nited -States  liought  tlu'  land,  at  a price  slightlv  U'ss  th.m 
four  cents  an  acre,  and  in  sent  surveyors  liere,  which 

was  the  second  appearance  of  w hite  men  onofhci.d  business. 
In  hS'Jl  the  fund  survevs  were  completed,  and  the  id. its  ni.ide, 
when  the  l.iiuls  weia-  r<-,id\  for  nnirket. 

I iifortiinately  the  r,i,ick-.Sw,imi>  country,  alter  the  w.ti 
of  ISpJ.  h.id  a worse  n put.iiion,  if  iM>s.-.ible,  th.m  etcr;  the 
soldiers  atid  others  wlio  h, id  been  here  told  lu-rnble  storie> 
.ibout  it,  I'ew  Inuersof  hind  c.ime  none  to  the  interior  ot 
the  county.  Those  w lio  stopped  mv.iri.ibly  loc.ited  on  ot  ne.ir 
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tlic  river;  so  tli.it,  :i,-iii!t'  I'niin  mvini,^  ji.Trtlcs  of  Indi.in 
luinter.s  iiiul  ncca'ional  wliiti-  (ar-tr.iilrrs.  nr  the  weeklv  trips 
i)f  the  .1)1(1  Bcllcfontaini.-  ni.iil  carrier,  the  interior  of  tlie 
countv  was  practical!'.'  unknow  n,  and  shunned  h\'  settlers  f>.r 
more  tlian  a decade  after  its  survey  i’rior  to  tin-  year 
Coili.ster  Haskins,  at  I’ortaire,  was  tiie  onlv  .settler  between 
I'diidlay  and  the  Maumee  settlement,  .deme  few  entries 
were  made  in  Plain  and  Center  in  l.s'hl,  as  noticed  in  the 
liistories  of  those  townshijis,  fuit  the,-  pioneer  entry  in  the 
jiresent  Corporation  was  made  ( ictober  d’.t,  h'd'J,  bv  F.iislia 
Martindale:  the  tract,  forty  acres,  in  the  northwest  j.an  of  tin' 
tow  n,  described  as  the  b.  K.  C of  ^ - W-  b . Sec.  "J-t.  Plain, 
lyine  on  both  sides  of  Ihiskins  ro.id  or  street,  is  known  iu)w 
as  the  Clinton  Pav  [ihice.  Martind.de  later  bought  iL’tl 
jicres  more;  he  fniilt  hi.';  cabin,  wliere  tie;  present  " P.iy 
House  " St, mils,  near  the  ifreat  willow  tree,  just  w est  of  the 
rotid,  the  fol  low  ine- spriny , Carefid  iiu|uirv  h.is  faded 

to  discor'er  evidence  of  .my  c.ibin  here  prior  to  that  date; 
Lee  .Moore,  Henry  Walker,  Jacob  .St.'iuffer  and  others  e.ime 
and  built  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  hS;-;;;,  Alfred  I'hurstm 
began  his  cabin  in  Xo\emi)er,  ISdd,  ;i^  did  Joseph  Holiing- 
lon,  Sr.;  but  so  far  as  known  the  -M.irtin.J.de  cabin  was  the 
lirsl,  and  stood  on  the  tirst  hind  entiw,  iit  wh;it  is  now  Pow- 
Im'g  Green. 

Droppm-g  now  the  order  of  dates  of  eiitrv.  we  wiil  begin 
in  the  south  [i.irt  of  town,  west  side,  and  note  the  names  of 
early  .M.iin  street  owners.  Next  north  of  what  is  c.dled  the 
Joseph  Bender  road,  S.  if.  of  .Sec.  do,  .1  (|U'irter  sectutn  w.is 
entered  by  Joseph  Holliregtou,  Sr.,  ,\ugu>t  d.lSdd;  hater  called 
the  Tooker  farm.  The  N.  L.  corner  of  this  tract  is  on  Main 
street,  op|josite  the  Napoleon  ro.ui,  which  hitter  is  on  half 
section  line  instetid  of  section  line,  .is  believei  1 by  many.  The 
next  entrs  w.is  by  Benjamin  Reed,  the  X,  L.  '+  of  SeC.  do. 
Plain,  extending  north  to  Pe,irl  street.  This  tract  w.,is  tdter- 
ward  sold  to  Samuel  and  I.  M.  Lami).  .Still  north.  bt;tw een 
Pearl  and  Wooster  streets,  the  half  of  S.  K.  R.Sec.  ’_'4,  I'h'in, 
cornering  at  Gaghanh-.  block,  w.is  |nirchased  in  the  name  of 
Stephen  Ward,  ,\[iril  lb.  ls:;;i,and  .ifterw  .ird  sold  to  Thom.is 
'I’racy;  it  is  thesecond  oldest  entr\'  in  the  eor]ior.ition.  North 
of  Mtiin  street,  still  in  Sec.dd,  Plain,  Henry  W .dker  entered 
forty  acres,  November  and  in  June  foih)w  ing  all  the 

balance  of  the  .Mtiin-street  front. ige,  to  the  Poe  road,  w hich 
is  the  section  line.  I'hos.  J'r.icy  .ifter  a time  became  owner 
of  the  south  part  of  this  purchaseof  Walki'r's.  lust  north  of 
the  Poe  road  Andrew  Race  entered  the  corner  fortv  in  Sec. 
Id,  Plain,  now  in  n.iim-  ol  Cuh  er  and  Carl. 

Across  the  street  in  .Sec.  lb.  Center.  lon.iihan  Fa\'.  < )cto- 
bef  d.  ISdd,  entered  eighty  acres  cornering  on  .Main  street 
and  Poe  road.  .Starting  souti;  from  that  road.  Hi  nry  Walker, 
on  August  •'),  ISdd,  entered  the  whole  M.iin-street  front  to 
Ridge  street,  being  W.  Pt.  of  N.  W.  '4,  Sec.  P.f  Center.  In 
ISd.j,  Walker  sold  this  tract,  about  lu'.i  aeres,  to  Robert  Barr, 
will)  afterw.'ird  deeded  the  north  tweniv  acres  to  his  daugh- 
ter, wlio  was  the  wile  of  John  M.  Hannon,  f rom  Ridge 
street  south  to  the  section  line  at  Ptiarl  is  the  .M. on-street 
frontage  of  .\llred  rimrstin's  eiitrv,  Pi')  acres  and  o\  er,  m.ule 
November Ibll.'I,  being  W.  Pt.  S.  W.  R of  Sec.  P.f  Center, 
joining  Thursiin  on  the  south.  Lee  Mt'ore.  September  p;, 
18dd,  entered  the  w hole  .M.iin-sireet  frontage  of  .bee.  do,  Cen- 
ter, south  to  the  Bender  ro;ul,  exci'pt  th.it  ot  the  forte-, icre 
tract  lying  south  of  the  Napoleon  road,  which  w.is  booked  to 
Geor,ge  Wickh.im.  This  latter  tr.ict  h.is  smi  e been  in  the 
name  of  Ch.irles  I'etford,  |ames  Smith  ;md  others. 

1 hese  few  noh  s from  th.e  land  entrv  books,  though  not 
including  all  entries  embraced  m the  present  1 oi'iioratiou  of 
Bow  ling  Green,  neither  the  n.mies  of  all  | airt'h.'isers.  ;i re  \ et 
sufficient  to  afford  the  n.-ader  .--ome  ide.i  of  the  pionia-r  re.d- 
estate  men  ol  the  town,  and  wiien  ihev  first  e.mie  Some, 
fierhaps  only  one  or  t'vo,  of  ,dl  tho.>e  named,  bought  ’iiereR' 
tor  specidation.  Mo-.t  c.mie  m ipiest  of  honu's.  .Sonii'  tried 
life  he  ft;,  ,got  tired  of  it  ,ind  .left.  < )f  those  f lithfiil  ones  w ho 
retmimed  to  buffet  with  :id\er.-'it\  and  tight  tliv  1 1 ’ I le  lh.it 
w.is  etentU.ilK'  to  III. ike  .1  town  here,  of  wliielt  never 

even  dreamed,  perh.ip^.  most,  , das!,  li.i\ e p.isscd  from  this 
stage  of  .ictjon;  their  toils  .md  truiK  h.iv  e ce.iseil.  l lu-v  'lid 
their  part  br.ively  ,md  well;  their  work  of  sulidumg  the  wil- 
ih  riicbS,  more  tlum  ludl  a Century  ago,  atid  Us  ri'sultb,  are 
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before  us  to-d;iv.-  Their  descendants  <1  nd  successors  sureiv 
luive  just  cause  to  n.-member  them  with  respect  and  i.nde. 
If  the  store  of  tln.-ir  luimble  start  in  the  race.  <ir.d  tiieir  hiitu- 
ful  siew.irdship  to  the  end.  shtdl  iiispire  us  wit’n  the  ambition 
to  do  our  ptirt  ;is  well,  tlien  th.is  story  will  not  have  been 
told  in  v.ain.  A glance  at  the  land  entry  books  shows 
the  rapid  inthix  of  settlers  from  1^;’,;!  to  IbP'',  or  ';!7  '['lua' 

was  an  rTa  of  spi'culation.  Kveryone  had  a mania  u>  bu\ 
land;  but  the  monev  panic  and  bu.sines.s  crash  of  HPT 
brought  it  to  .1  sudden  end.  That  was  ;i  paralytic  strok>' 
from  which  the  western  country  did  not  entirely  reco\  erunti'. 
the  California  gold  ihscovery,  more  than  .1  decade  later. 
Wood  county  was  esijeciallv  prostrated.  'I'here  was  nothing 
here  th;il  the  people  could  sell,  not  even  tiieir  homes,  iuit 
there  was  most  everytliing  in  tin;  way  of  necessities,  even,  to 
huv.  I'here  w.is  in  tl'.ose  gloomy  years  little  to  inspire  hope; 
there  w.is  mucii  to  thwart  and  discourage  etfurt. 

Bv  tile  middle  of  the  year  IbPd  tin*  ri  iges  ;ir:d  Idgher 
s|iots^  within  a radiusof  three  miles  of  this  jilace.  were  mostlv 
patented  from  the  gov(-rmnent,  and  m manv  instances  tln- 
(/wner  had  built  anil  occupied  Ins  cabin  on  his  new  jjurchas.  . 
This  brought  the  popukition  l.irgeiy  to  the  west  and  north, 
where  the  most  ridges  l.iy.  The  mail  carrier  between  Per- 
rvsbuijg  and  Bellefont.iine  passed  on  the  old  tirmv  trad  once 
each  week.  .It  tirst  every  two  w eeks,  and  this  gr-mpof  st  t- 
tlers  petitioned  for  a post  oftice  in  tiieir  midst;  ihev  were  a 
little  ilistnistfui,  hiwvever,  that  Collister  Haskins.. ,f  I’ortage. 
might  not  approve  of  the  niiive.  anil  went  about  it  a htt'.e 
( auiiouslv.  The  storv  of  this  enterprise  incidi.-ntallv'  rev  eals 
how  ll.e  village  was  given  its  mime. 

'Pile  civil  hisiorv  of  a town  is  hut  tile 'mti-graphy  of  its 
founders  and  their  successors,  in  which  every  incldem,  soiiie- 
limes  the  most  trivial,  has  an  interest  lo  the  dwellers  therein. 
Not  onlv  the  mime  of  a lown.Vuit  what  ih' who  sugg.-sted  tint 
name,  often  heromes  of  interest.  Since  Bow  ling  Plreen  has 
hecome  the  thriving  seat  of  justice  of  one  of  tiie  most  pros- 
perous counties  in  i )hio.  imiuiry  is  often  madie  how  it  h.ip- 
pened  that  it  vv.is  so  named.  For  the  nrst  time  in  history 
the  storv  is  Iterc  related,  with  tile  incidents  that  led  to  the 
namin  r,  as  told  to  the  writer  by  two  of  the  i'ionrers  win'  had 
.1  part  in  it  at  the  time,  and  severtii  others  who  knew'  ail  the 
circumst.inces.  Bowling  C.reen  was  christened  after  or  f..r 
tlie  c.'ipital  town  of  Warren  county.  Kv.,  'ly  Josrj.ii  (iorden. 
a vet.Tiin  mail  carrier  of  pioneer  d.ivs.  i )f  one  who  per- 
formed so  important  a part  m our  infantile  -.ta'i'.  we  nat- 
urallv  a.sk,  who  was  he?  lii  his  'paper,  the  f in.ll.w 
l.imiarv,  1847,  William  Mungen  wrote  edilori.iily  oi  Gurdon 
a.s  follows: 

“Josepli  iChaimceyi  ll.irdon  w.is  horn  in  .Vilegiu-nv 
coimtv,  Penn.,  januarv  tfh.  17.^4.  In  the  year  R'Oj  e..m- 
nienced  carrvmg  tiu'  mail  on  horsebtick,  irom  Rus-ellvdle. 
Kv.,  rill  Bowling  Green,  to  Glasgow.  ;i  distance  of  i igiit'  -live 
miles,  once  in  tw.i  weeks,  lor  whiclt  he  received  twelve  .io.- 
I.ii's  .1  month.  In  1>'H  he  took  the  contr.ict  to  I'.arrv  the  mak 
from  Shelbyville,  Kv..  to  N.ishville,  T'-nn,  In  conseijuence 
of  tlu;  route  heing  changed,  he  carried  tin;  mall  onlv  t'.v>> 
months.  Prom  that  time  till  > li'tober,  Wn4,  he  carried  it  1 r.  'I'l 
btielhvv  iile  lo  Russellville.  Ky.  In  i Ictober.  H'd.  l.e  I'l.m- 
menced  carrvmg  the  m.iil  on  ho''sehack  from  Wheeling.  \ .1.. 
to  (leni'ge  Bev  iners,'  in  I'hiii,  a disi;in<:e  of  tiftv  miles,  with  ,1 
led  horse  .md  a he.ivv  m.iil  on  eacli.  '^n  I.si'-''  U la  c i'U' < d 
the  mail  from  Wheeling,  tliroiigh  .bt.  t'l.iirsvdle.  /an.-si  .iie. 
■md  New  l.aiuMster.  to  L hillicotlie.  In  1- eiiruarv . 1^‘j:!.  ne 
I'ommenced  on  the  route  In  tweeii  Beiietonlame  .ill'l  I'errvs 
burg,  a dist.iuce  of  eiglitv-oiie  miles,  throiuh  .1  wdderr.e". 
there  beiii'g  but  oue  l.imilv  residing  m 1 1 ir.bn  co'ieiv . .1  e ; 
but  one  post  otiice  on  llie  route.  ,lt  f mdkiv.  Mr.  1 'I'dou  w.'s 
the  onlv  contractor  on  this  r.'iite  from  1 e'.ru.irv  7.  n- 

1 h'Cemlier  111 , ls;;'.i.  SinC'-  I he  has  c.irried  the  m.e' si  iii. 
wceklv  trom  Bellelont.mn  to  this  phu'e.  litlv-nve  mih's 

l.ieob  St.miTer's  ia’',;u  iieia  w ,|s  t he  Celll  l.d  l'.•'m  "I  ’ e 
new  post  ofli.'e  1110’.  I ne-e.  II  lirv  Walk  ..  ' . '1  ■' 

St.i lifter  '.V  ,1'  to  lie  1 1>(  ; s'  11,  1 he  W . 1 s . 

lers  I'C.'upied  the  s.iiii'  I ,ibm ; ii  sio.  1(1  oil  t 111  . l ■■■nd.^  'U'> 
e.isl  ol  Ni.im  street,  i.'  ' 'ar  no'-'h  of  Mi  rry  ,iv  er.iie  . i,.-.  le 
W here  1 )r.  1 . 1 I ! (Oil  ill  - I 1st.  . 1,1  V . ( 11  >rdoU,  U ' I I 

his  tiurlhward  trii.s,  ha.l  stopi'i  d ,it  bi.iutti  Ps,  ,t'  w i?  it.s  u-..,.; 
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riistum,  in  |i.i,^siri'4;  tin-  |jntitjijii  tor  tiu-  nnu urtict  w.is  rninh, 
cxcciit  that  tin-  nicivcis,  tun  ur  tliric  of  wlioin  wi.-n-  i>rns(;iit, 
had  not  vft  attrri-il  u_pon  a name.  riic  old  mail  carder,  who 
stooi.l  on  the  caliin  steps  listening  to  tite  discussion,  said  to 
Stautfer,  hall  jest iiii,d\ : “ll  _\ou  will  udve  me  a tmuliler  o! 

cider  I’ll  ttit  e yon  jiisttlie  name."  Staiiher.  wlio  liad  hrouy  lit 
out  :i  ke>t'  ot  cider  li'om  C'oliiml>ian,i  countv,  tilled  a i^'ass 
and  h.indeil  it  to  ('’loi'don : the  latter,  hrietlv  expl.iinimy  how 
<ip] iropn.ite  the  name  lie  \voiild  suLtya-st  was  to  tlie  landscape 
alroiit  them,  said,  u itii  ,i  s\si'i-|i  ol  Ins  arm,  "Here's  to  tile 
new  post  oHice  ol  Kou  liiu;  tireeii,"  sw.dlowed  the  cider  .iitd 
v\  as  in  the  act  of  iiioimtinL;  his  horse  when  those  present  de- 
tained him  a moment  w hile  thev  Could  w rite  .1  n.ime  in  the  I 
petition,  wliich  was  the  one  he  had  suoeested.  I'he  papers 
were  Soon  tolded,  ,md  on  their  w.i\  to  f'err\ shiirLf  lor  some 
additional  endorsements,  after  which  the\  weiv  sent  to 
W ashiii'^toti.  The  oflice  was  est.ihlished  .M arch  I'J,  18d>4.  In 
ISdo,  when  W.dker  sold  his  place,  he  and  the  .St.iufl'ers 
iiiiwed  over  to  the  w<-st  side  of  .Main  street,  where  the  otiice 
was  ki'i't  for  a time,  since  when  it  has  had  many  dii'ferent 
locations  and  masters,  .\fterward,  in  IS-'i.'i,  when  the  village 
was  incorporali  d,  there  seemed  no  ^ood  reason  why  it  should 
not  take  the  same  name  as  the  postoltice. 

.\side  from  school  and  I'hun.h  work  iJowhiit:  l iieen  had 
hut  little  historv  prior  to  the  time  she  was  incorporated  that 
tides  not  properly  come  w ithin  tlie  purview  of  the  histories 
of  Plain  and  Center  toiviiships.  Robert  .Mackiids  store 
eriteriii'ise  at  the  Naiioleon  road,  in  the  south  part  of  ttiwn, 
intended  as  the  nucleus  of  the  village  of  .Mt.  Ararat,  never, 
under  its  various  pro[irietors,  met  expectations,  [ohn  Han- 
non in  the  nortli  end,  with  his  tavern  and  hlacksimtli  shop, 
did  not  iittract  vilhnye  neiiyhhors  about  him.  \\  hen.  m Itsdli 
or  1847,  Dr.  K.  D.  Peck  sent  I..  C . Locke  out  here  to  start  a 
mercantile  enterprise,  most  of  the  settlers  were  sure  it  would 
be  a failure;  the  proprietors  did  not  feel  sanguine:  for  the 
stock  was  opened  on  a very  small  scale  in  a little  room  in  one 
Corner  of  a tavern,  c.illed  " White  Hall."  on  the  west  side 
of  Maiti  street,  just  north  of  where  a hotel  calletl  the  Amer- 
ican House"  has  since  stood.  A man  named  Gossett  kept 
the  iiotel  then.  I.ocke  soon  felt  encouraged  to  call  on  his 
partner  for  hirger  ijuarters.  Then  was  Mt.  Ararat's  chance  | 
for  resurrection.  I.ocke  tried  to  buv  out  ,'simeon  Katon  A i 
Co.,  who  were  sort  of  sticcessors  to  Mackie,  though  in  ;i  bet-  | 
ter  building  titid  on  the  etist  side  of  Main  street.  The  own- 
ers declitied  to  S(,-ll,  atid  the  star  of  ,'dt.  Ar.irat  s.mk  to  rise 
no  more.  I.ocke  bought  an  .icre  ot  .Alfred  Thurstiti.  iticltid- 
ing  tfiat  part  ot  the  east  side  of  ,M;im  street  from  tiie  First 
Xationtil  batik,  south,  and  tiiking  in  the  opera  house,  and 
there  built  ,i  store  and  residence  under  one  roof;  fiis  tr<ide 
was  prosperous,  .md  not  long  alter  he  was  ;ip|)ointed  jiost- 
master,  ;ind  ;i  little  later  built  ,ind  oper.ited  an  tisherv,  the 
lirst  maiinl.ictiiring  enterprise  begun  iti  the  village,  if  we 
except  Caleb  Lord's  cabinet  siiop.  Locke,  b\  his  enterprise, 
had  practiciilly  determined  where  the  center  of  the  village 
Would  be.  .Any  one  who  came  in  after  that.  <ind  wanted  to 
go  into  business,  loctiteil  ,is  ne.ir  Locke's  store  as  he 
Could  get. 

Early  'I'radirs.- — On  Jantiarv  i6,  1835, 

Cieoroe  VVickhtim  sold  to  Robert  Mackie  one 
ticre  on  the  N.  \V.  corner  of  the  N.  W’.  of  the 
S.  \V.  J of  Sec.  30,  Center;  while,  on  June  25, 
I1S3C,  Joseph  Ilollington  sold  to  Louisa  M. 
.Mackii;,  a small  tract  in  the  S.  fC  of  Sec.  2;, 
I’hiin,  thus  giving  the  Mackies  a loc;ition  on  each 
side  ot  the  State  road.  Lee  Moore  tleeded  to 

Mrs.  Mackie,  on  June  30,  1X36,  a tract  of  41.70 
•teres  in  tlie  S.  W.  of  tin-  S.  \\’.  of  See.  31, 

{ enter  tnwnsliip,  with  linntage  nn  the  St.ite 
load.  Mitidsie  built , on  the  W ickham  tr:ict,  a lug 
barn  in  1835,  ami,  .ibont  tIu'  same  time,  a log 
house  on  the  east  line  of  Sec.  -’5,  I’lain.  in  the 


' e.Ntreme  N.  L.  corner  of  the  S.  L.  ] . almost  op- 
posite the  point  where  the  Napoleon  road  leaves 
Main  street.  On  November  5,  183b,  tlie  Mack- 
ie.s  deeded  to  Dr.  Lli  Manviile,  in  consideration 
of  .$300  paid,  the  tract  beginning  on  the  S.  W’. 
corner  of  the  X.  Wb  J of  Sec.  30,  in  Center 
township,  except  the  lots  previously  sold  by 
■ Mackie  to  Jacob  Hartman  ami  Neptinie  Nearing, 
and  the  lots  deeded  t(.i  the  township  tuistees  for 
a school  building  site.  At  the  same  time,  Mackie 
sold  to  Manviile  one  acre  in  Sec.  35,  Plain  town- 
ship, commencing  at  a stake  011  the  State  road, 
extending  forty-six  links  nearlv  S.  L.  from  the  S. 
K.  c-'trner  of  the  frame  house  built  bv  the  grantor. 
On  November  5,  1836,  he  convex  ed  to  Manviile 
one  acre  in  the  extreii'ie  N.  Wb  corner  of  the  S. 
Wb  j of  Sec.  30,  and  accepted  in  payment  for 
these  tracts.  In-lots  Nos.  9 and  46  in  the  town  of 
Miltonvillc,  the  [vrice  named  being  $1,000. 
These  tnrnsactions,  with  the  tact  that  Mackie 
was  licensed  in  1833  and  1836  to  sell  goods, 
leave  no  doubt  whatever  regarding  Mackie's  own- 
ership of  lands  on  Mt.  Ararat,  the  establishment 
I of  a score  and  the  erection  of  a frame  house  at 
that  point  b_v  him.  His  sale  of  all  real  estate  to 
I Dr.  Manviile,  late  in  1836,  is  also  of  record; 

I while  the  fact  that  he  was  the  first  merchant  is 
: authenticated  b_v  manv  pioneers. 

mercantile  license  was  issued  to  Eli  Man- 
viile in  1837,  which  was  renewed  in  1838.  lie 
was  a popular  physician,  druggist  and  general 
merchant,  and  the  successor  of  the  pioneer  dealer. 
W’olverton,  the  Indian  doctor,  was  hf're  then 
as  he  had  been  prior  to  18  77.  while  n.orthwardi  a 
distinct  settlement  existed  in  the  neighborhood  oi 
the  post  office. 

The  old  '•  Mackie  Hmise  " became  the  pro[>- 
ertv  of  Simeon  Eaton,  of  Maumee.  Sinuum 
Eaton,  who  married  the  w idow  of  Jonatlian  Eav. 
in  September,  1844,  built  the  square-roofed  house 
nearly  on  the  opposite  side  of  tb.c  street,  after- 
' ward  known  as  the  " (dlmour  House."  to  which 
' he  removed  his  stock  of  goods  m 1843.  and  which 
store  was  kept  until  some  time  in  1836,  the  last 
pro|)i  ietor  being  the  late  .\iex.  Selkirk.  ,\s  shown 
in  the  record  of  old  merchants  of  tb.e  countv. 
ICaton  was  licensed  ti>  keep  store  in  i.''44.  d'he 
last  iniblic  purpose  f'>r  which  the  Mackie  place 
was  used  was  when  D.  /..  .\verv  kept  .1  tavern 
there  in  1833  53.  and  the  ,;th  of  Julv  “doing-'' 
there  that  year  was  a shooting  m;ilch  li>r  a lnuu. 
I'hr  D ndm'vvi lod-;  n-ied  it  in  18;;  ;is  a dwelling- 
hi in-ie ; t hen  Ih.dNe,  the  idack'ninh.  It  vva'i  ti>rn 
d'wvn  in  189.1.  |uim  .M.  H.mn"ii  kepi  the  lir-t 
tavern.  He  .ifti  rward  lived  on  ,uid  owned  wlntt 
h.is  since  been  know  n as  the  llutt  pl.ici',  in  tin 
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north  [>art  of  town,  later  ovsnetl  by  1'.  Renz. 
Hannon  was  a “character"  in  that  day,  and  no 
one  who  knew  him  can  foryet  him  for  his  out- 
landish eccentricit}  . He  was  a thick-set,  round- 
headed,  compact  man,  with  short  curh’  ftair  and 
piercin"  black  eyes.  He  seldom  wore  a hat  or 
coat,  and  was  often  without  shoes.  He  lived  at 
home  more  like  an  Arab  than  a white  man.  A 
part  of  his  humble  habitation  was  windowdess, 
and  was  shared  with  the  chickens  for  a roost. 
He  seemed  to  prefer  this  mode  of  life,  themg^h  it 
ill  suited  his  wife.  If  there  were  an  old,  crooked- 
legged,  ill-sha})en  horse  in  the  country,  Hannon 
was  sure  to  get  it,  and  his, gear  of  ropes,  strings, 
straps  and  hickory  bark,  with  wagon  to  corres- 
pond, would  shame  a Florida  cracker.  It  was 
said  of  him  derisivel}  that  he  could  tie  on  a 
horse's  shoe  with  a dry  elder  withe. 

Jacob  Fberly  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  Cen- 
ter, and  consequently  the  first  in  the  Bowding 
Green  district;  but  Jacob  Whitmore  was  undoubt- 
edly the  first  regular  one  in  the  village;  though 
Hannon  gave  some  attention  to  his  trade  before 
Whitmore  appeared.  |ohn  Whitehead,  of  Plain 
township,  made  tables  and  chairs  for  many  vears, 
and  may  be  called  the  cabinet  maker  of  the  set- 
tlement; thou.gh  Caleb  Lord  and  his  partner, 
Bailey,  opened  tlie  first  regular  cabinet  shop  on 
or  near  the  site  of  the  Commercial  Bank  building 
of  the  present  day.  |ohn  Drake,  the  third 
blacksmith,  worked  near  the  Mackie  store  for 
some  years,  and  in  1848  purchased  Jacob  \\'hit- 
more’s  shop  for  $ 1 50.  Being  unable  to  pay  $ 1 oo 
of  the  [Hirchase  mone\',  he  migrated  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  in  1850, earned  a fair  sum  of  mone\’ 
there,  and  returning  the  same  year  carried  on 
business  “at  the  old  stand"  for  a long  period, 
and  became  a famous  maker  of  plow  shares. 
PL  I.  Carr's  wagon-slm})  was  the  ne.xt  industry. 
He  erected  a sho[i  north  of  the  old  Burns  house 
of  later  days,  in  1848  or  1849,  moved  to  Cal- 
ifornia that  year  or  in  1850. 

PLl.  Ciossctt,  a painter  bv  trade,  and  an  in- 
structor in  band  music,  wa.s  the  ne.xt  landlord, 
and  kept  house  in  a little  frame  building  on  the 
corner  where  the  old  “ .\merican  " stood,  in  the 
nc)rth  part  of  town.  It  went  by  the  name  of 
“White  Hall,"  and  bunie(i  down  some  \ears 
ago.  It  was  in  a cijrner  rcjom  of  that  building 
that  L.  C.  I^ocke  opened  out  a little  stock  of  goods 
in  1846,  some  say  '47,  where  he  remained  until 
the  Hood  bnildin.g^  was  completed  for  use.  To 
show  how  accidental  tlu'  locatirjii  <jf  the  town  at 
this  iiarticular  jdaev  was,  it  ma_\  hr  here  stated 
tliat  I-ocke  trie’ll  to  bii\  land  lor  his  store,  ol  |;irob 
1 1 art  man,  opposite  the  • ■ Gil  mour  1 louse  nort  h 


of  itj,  nearl\’  or  (luiti:  three-fiairths  of  a mile  soul  h 
of  the  corners  at  the  “Incase  House."  During 
tfie  earlv  part  of  P'illmore's  Presidency,  L'jckc- 
was  aiqrointed  postmaster,  and  his  store  soon  be- 
came general  headcpiarters  in  the  settlement. 
Locke  occupied  a part  of  the  building  for  a resi- 
dence. The  buiPling,  though  since  much  im- 
proved in  extent  am.l  appearance,  was  considered 
(]uite  an  extravagant  affair  here  in  those  da\s. 
Judge  Cook,  will)  was  then  a young  man,  a plas- 
terer b\’  trade,  came  out  from  Perr_\'sburg  and 
plastereil  the  walls  for  Locke. 

The  records  of  deeds  throw  a light  on  real 
estate  transactions,  at  ami  round  the  “corners" 
in  1847,  1846  and  1S48.  On  .August  12,  1847. 
joseph  Wade  sold  to  Theron  Pike  two  acres. 
Sec.  18,  T.  5,  R.  II,  situate  in  the  S.  F.  of  N. 
\\k  and  X.  PL  ol  S.  \V.  except  a small  piece 
in  tile  extreme  X.  A\’.  of  S.  PL  Locke  X Peck 
bought  an  acre  from  .\lfred  Thurstin  on  east  side 
of  Main  street,  September  14,  I 846,  where  is  now 
the  First  Xationa!  Bank,  and  one-half  acre  in 
1847.  \\'illiam  G.  f^amb  sold  for  $70.  on  ]anu- 
arv  25,  1848,  to  Theron  and  Thomas  M.  Pike,  a 
tract  of  one  acre  and  thirtv-two  rods  of  the  X.  PL 
corner  of  S.  PL  \ of  S.  PZ.  J,  Sec.  24,  Plain,  and  they 
also  bought  twelve  rods  on  the  west  side  of  Main 
street,  south  of  Wooster,  and  sixteen  rods  back. 
On  P'ebruarv  25,  1832,  William  Lewis  bought 
the  present  Milliken  corner  from  Alfred  Thurstin, 
for  $^o,  wdiich  he  sold  the  same  d.iv  to  Thoma> 
M.  pike. 

Tfie  Locke  store  rose  above  prnnitiveness  >. 
fore  the  close  of  1848,  and  drew  custom  from  llu- 
traders  of  Portage,  Xc\^  Rochester  amf  (>lhe- 
trailing  points  outside  Perrysburg.  He  estab 
lished  anashervon  a large  scale,  and  thus  provid 
ed  profitable  emplo}  inent  for  a number  of  men. 
He  exchanged  general  merchandise  for  tarm  prod 
nets,  and  became  a forwarding  agent  as  well  as, 
merchant.  To  his  enterprise  and  business  ability 
the  iirqiortance  of  the  little  hamlet  known  a> 
Bow  ling  Green,  of  1848.  must  fie  credited,  and  il 
is  not  a matter  for  surprise'  to  hear  old  si-ttli  is 
say  that  were  it  not  for  Locke  there  would  la 
no  teiwn  between  Portage  and  Perrysburg  ’Hu 
Pikes.  'I'heron  and  Thomas  M.,  |nnvhased  tiu 
land  known  as  “ Gaghan's  Corner. " and  “ ^’ounk 
er's  Drug  Ston.x"  earh  in  1848.  and.  the  <ame 
\ear.  riiomas  M.  Pike  binll  a litlK-  li.inu'  hou'i-. 
in  wdiich  he  installed  a small  stock  ot  gooi  L.  tIu 
same  winch  Mrs.  .M.iria  Pike  carried  on  in  later 
day  s. 

The  reminiscences  ol  Mrs.  }.  A.  Shannon 
l.ncy  Ikissett)  speak  of  tlu'  \illage  as  she  km  w 
it  early  in  the  “t'iftie>."  “ I taught  here,  slm 
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said,  “in  the  summer  of  ih53  and  '54,  hut  was 
not  the  first  teacher  in  the  <hd  school  house.  It 
was  well  adorned  with  ink  stains  and  knile 
marks  when  I be^an  my  work  there.  Mrs. 
Maria  Pike  kept  a small  store  on  (iayhan’s 
Corner,  and  there  were  no  houses  ynjinc;  west 
until  }ou  reacheif  the  brick  cjiie  wliere  Mrs.  (ior- 
rill  now'  lives.  It  was  then  occupied  by  the 
widow  Tracy  and  her  son-in-law,  Isaiah  Norton. 
Mrs.  T.  wa.s  the  mother  of  ].  R.  d'rac\',  of  To- 
ledo. Goiii"  east  fr<jm  Alfred  Thurstin's  ccnner, 
now-  Lincoln  N;  Son’s  driiy^  store,  was  a little 
stone  house  occupied  by  a Frenchman  named 
Donzey  fnow  th.e  Crim  place,,  and  the  ne.xt 
house  was  where  Mrs.  I).  Xoves  now  lives. 
From  the  old  Lamb  })lace,  now  Ordwa\’.  there 
was  no  house  until  yon  reached  Lee  Moore’s. 
|ames  h.amb  then  li\e<I  in  a I04  lunise  on  the 
Ihydi  k.Moll  op/posite  Moore’s.  Dr.  L irnb  li\  cd  in 
a loy  house  just  north  of  Mrs.  Laura  Smith's;  ami 
in  a loj,;  youse,  standing  near  wliere  A.  F.  Royce 
once  lived,  David  Lee  then  lived.  C:pit.  Locke 
then  kept  the  store  and  post  office  in  the  'Mood 
House.’  Mr.  George  Thomas  was  then  build- 
ing the  hotel  on  the  corner,  while  he  fed  and 
housed  the  tired  and  hum;r\'  in  what  in  the  ‘eight- 
ies ’ was  the  ‘Commercial  House,’  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town  Dr.  Rogers  lived  where  |. 
Owens  now  does,  and  the  willow  Low.ell  occupied 
a log  house  nearly  ojiposite.  I think  there  was 
no  house  between  A.  Thurstin’s  and  Mrs.  Low- 
ell’s on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  The  children 
from  the  families  of  Messrs.  Poe,  George  Will- 
iams, J.  FL  Thurstin  and  Peter  Richards,  came 
to  that  old  school  house.  The  ne.xt  year  (1854), 
Mr.  Thomas  occupied  his  new  hotel  — later  the 
‘ Lease  House’ — and  G.  Z.  Avery  the  one  in  the 
north  part  of  to\i’n.  ” 

During  the  ensuing  decade  very  few  changes 
took  place  in  the  commercial  or  business  circle. 
I'rom  '.861  to  1865  a few  new  men  became  iden- 
tified with  the  village.  After  Appomattox  a few- 
more  located  here,  and  in  1866  began  to  make 
their  presence  feh.  Ordway  R Truesdide  estab- 
lished a saw-  a.nd  fiouring-mill  in  |anuarv.  i8oj, 
and  jilac'C'd  Perry  Thomas  in  charge.  In  the 
tlouring-mill  were  one  run  of  stone  for  buck w lu-at 
and  two  for  wheat.  There  were  no  di.-m;inds  in 
those  days  for  [latent  tlour;  the  [leopic  li\'cd  to 
work  and  eat.  to  be  strong  and  health)-,  so  that 
the  coarse  products  of  the  luihrs  suited  tin-  a[)[ie- 
tites  of  l8bj,  a',  Weil  as  that  of  the  roller-mill 
does  the  appetites  ol  i 8p6,  if  in  4 lietter. 

The  business  circle  in  1 806  (-' unpi-ised  S.  L. 
Piouglitou  (meo  hantand  P.  ,M.  (’.  1-'.  Dutton, 

N'.'llliam  Hood  and  ,V  I’hurstiu,  general  merch- 


ants; Dr.  George  W.  \ ail,  or\’ail  N h'ookcs,  cloth- 
ing dealers;  Reed  N Rodg'^rs  and  L.  H.  Durns. 
grocers;  George  W.  Sco-\il!,  dealer  m sewing- 
machines;  Addison  Fa_\-  (later  (.iring  N:  Fay  . 
dealer  in  boots  and  shoes;  Ow-ens  N Getnian. 
dealers  in  dry  goods,  'noots  and  shoes  and  liard- 
ware  (dissolved  partnership  in  1867.  J.  Ow-ens 
continuing  the  business);  Rogers  iS:  .Manville, 
druggists.  S.  S.  Thomas,  photographer;  Miss 
Stove,  milliner;  L^ee  and  Josepih  Rloidenstetn  and 
Samuel  G.  Hopkins,  lime-kiln  o[ierators ; Ciiarles 
No\-es  and  Caleb  Lord,  furniture  ilealers;  Luce 
N;  Stearns,  jew-elers:  Curren  N Sares,  meat  market; 
Cl ([ipinger's  tannerv:  L’>.  H.  Richards  succeeded 
Richards  R Cooley;  G.  Z.  .-\ver\  carried  on  tiie 
Bowling  Green  and  Tontagany  and  tlie  Bowling 
Green  R Findlay  stage  lines,  while  J.  Ames 
owned  the  Bo'Aling  Green  & Haskins  hack  line, 
with  headquarters  at  the  “Prairie  House,"  Hask- 
ins. In  !86",  R-e,diil[ih  N Sons  occupied  William 
Hood’s  oldi  store;  FI.  Huffman  establisheii  him- 
self in  the  hardware  business;  A.  Selkirk  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  trade;  Kitchen,  Yoriker  N Lind- 
sav  carried  on  the  plaiiing-mill  and  sash  and  door 
factory,  and  Isaac  Clay,  to  whom  G.  Z.  Avery 
sold  his  hotel  in  No\  ember,  i 866,  became  a factor 
in  the  life  of  the  village.  In  1S6S,  Aaron  Cog- 
geshall  established  his  butcher  shop,  and  Simeon 
Pierce  his  barber  shup.  Lewis  H.  Cass,  of  Cass 
Corners,  offered  his  stock  of  merchandise  for  sala 
in  l-'ebruarv,  1868;  I.  B.  Banks  advertised  his 
Weston  store,  and  Feagles  R Cunning  them 
Flaskins  store 

In  1871,  mention  is  tnadie  ot  Flugh  Cargo, 
the  landlord  of  the  “American  House;’’  Cld- 
ford’s  hack  line;  Hull  N:  Smith’s  boot  and  shoe 
store;  A.  FL  FIbersole,  druggist;  Reed  lN  Bever- 
stock,  bankers;  FA  R.  Gafkey.  manufacturer  of 
doors,  sash  and  blinds,  and  William  W liita- 
ker,  postmaster.  Two  years  later,  J.  I).  \\  hit.i- 
ker  advertised  his  drug  store;  Reed  N Martin, 
their  grocert',  and  wagon  factory;  Gedne}-  N 
Gibbs,  their  drug  store;  L.  Sailer’s  drain-tile 
factor\-;  F'red  Faton  R Co.’s  dry-gooiD  house 

The  business  circle  in  t'entenuiai  \-ear  em- 
braced George  W.  (fiaghan,  Bever.^tock  N Merr\ . 
Lvers  N:  Rudul[ih,  H.  H.  C.dliti,  F'.  FLitou,  and 
FI.  FI.  Vonker,  named  ab-.i\  e,  with,  tk  F'.  Bel! 
and  Frederick  \ Kii;r.e\-,  dealers  m boots  aiui 
shoes;  Peter  Tisseur,  ieweler;  C.  H.  Lehman, 
dealer  in  moats;  Hankey  N While,  ciotliing  mer- 
chants; William  (Liit,  tinner  and  ikuiler  m hardi- 
ware;  .\.  FL  Ro\av,  dealer  in  farm  juxi.liice-.  Z. 
G.  t'aliin,  harnes.s-m:d-;er ; Mrs.  .\lbright  millmei-, 

].  I fi  nie,  owner  of  jil.ining  .ind  slungF-  ir.ili, 
William  Wade  dealer  in  boots  an  I shoe?:  A J 
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Needel,  owner  of  ilouring'-inill ; K.  S.  Lease,  of 
the  “Lease  House;"  jaines  J'hikc,  baker_\-  and 
restaurant;  A.  IL  ifoardinan,  pump-maker; 
r,.  II.  Ross,  restar, rant ; Lnqlish  A'  Slnilcr, 
llourinf;-rnill  owners;  J.  \\k  Cam[)l)c!l,  cider 
manufacturer;  Alexander  Shields,  contractor  and 
builder;  Learning  & Latshaw,  druggists;  Samuel 
Slocum,  maker  of  picture  frames;  George  Kirk 
ami  W.  H.  Wood,  surveyors;  W.  M.  Wakefield 
and  K.  Bates,  blacksmiths;  and  the  newspaper 
publishers,  'pliysicians  and  lawyers  named  in 
other  chapters. 

Si/ioo/s. — The  reminiscences  of  the  first 
school  at  liowling  Green,  written  by  the  late 
]oseph  Hollington,  and  published  in  the  Sc/?////c/ 
in  1884,  drew  attention  to  a most  interesting 
subject,  and  brought  the  majority  of  the  sur\  i\  ing 
pupils  together,  in  ftdv  and  August,  1895,  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  fully.  Alfred  Thurstin,  the 
owner  of  the  house  in  which  school  was  held,  is 
the  owner  also  of  the  house  in  which  the  old  ja)- 
pils  assembled  on  July  tt,  1895.  Xathan  Moore, 
Samantha  (Shivel>)  Richards  and  Ambrose  Hol- 
lington, with  C.  W.  Evers  and  otliers,  wei'e  pres- 
ent, and  the  following  story  of  the  pioneer  school 
was  declared  correct; 

The  first  Thurstin  cabin  was  partiallv  com- 
pleted in  1833.  It  was  of  the  regulation  si/e  and 
style,  being  a log  structure,  15  x 20  feet  in  tloor 
area,  chinked  with  mud  and  covered  with  shakes 
held  in  place  by  weight-poles.  The  jnmeheon 
floor  was  down,  and  in  this  condition  the  builder 
left  it,  hoping  to  make  the  place  his  home  when 
he  would  return  in  1834  or  183:;.  During  the 
summer  of  1834  the  residents  of  the  looalitv  de- 
termined to  organize  a school,  and  hiring  a teaclier 
fas  some  say,  a female  instructor;  as  others, 
S.  W.  Hairson,  of  Maumee)  they  sent  their  chil- 
dren c/t  j/ius.sc  to  gather  up  t!ie  crum.bs  of  wisdom 
which  might  fall  from  the  tongue  of  the  ])ed;i- 
gogue.  The  [)upils  were;  Eliza,  M,iri  i and 
Louisa  Martimkde,  Henrietta  and  Liuebe  Moore, 
Xathan  ami  Albert  Mo.)rc,  .\mbrose,  Albert  ;md 
Samantha  Shi\’el\',  Richard,  .\mbiose  and  Josepli 
Hollington,  Mahalla  and  Henrietta  Race,  aiul 
Isaac  Hixon.  F(jr  six  weeks  the  children  at- 
tended school,  wdiile  th.eir  teacher  “boarded 
round,’’  receiv  ing  at  the  ( lose  of  the  term  a sm.ill 
sum  in  recognition  of  liis  s.jrvices.  d'he  sport  at 
uoon  and  recess,  w,is  piav  ing  around  in  tiiebrii-^h, 
swinging  on  grape  v ines,  picking  vv  n ■ tergreen, 
killing  snakes,  of  which  tlu-re  were  plentv.  a.r! 
clusing  sipiirrels.  There  w.is  verv  litte-  ord  r cu' 
svstem  in  the  school-room,  and  th.-  pupils  w>  r>- 
allowed  to  do  pretty  much  as.  they  pLamed;  tiiee 
Went  out  when  tlie)  wanted  t j,  and  c.une  ir; 


when  thc\’  got  ready.  It  was  fun  h;r  Joseph 
Hollington,  for  lie  had  Ic'd  a light  taste  of  tiie 
rigid  discipline  of  llic  sclioc'ls  in  the  Old  Countrv. 
The  books  used  were  whatever  the  family  hap- 
pened to  have;  some  brought  a Testament,  an- 
other a historv,  and  another  a spclllng-i)ook,  and 
another  the  “Life  of  Marion."  If  theie  were 
an  arithmetic  in  tiie  school-room,  no  one  recol- 
legts  the  fact.  Iln  route  to  school  one  morning, 
a massiu^auga  attacked  William  Hollington,  and 
the  boy  would  liave  died  had  not  the  Indian 
doctor,  Wolverton,  shown  the  p-eople  a weed, 
the  juice  of  which  counteracts  thie  poison  of  the 
rattlesnake.  Willing  hands  picked  and  pressed 
tlie  wild  plant,  and  others  applied  the  juice,  so 
that  in  a sliurt  time  the  bov  was  able  to  resume 
attendance.  .Vt  that  time  there  was  a three-acre 
swale  on  Main  street,  near  the  pre.sent  “Hotel 
Brown,"  which  had  no  outlet,  and  was  a favorite 
rendezvous  for  snakes  of  all  kinds. 

The  boulh  school  h.mse,  a log  structure, 
which  stood  near  the  intersection  of  Maiit  street 
and  the  Xapoleon  roadi,  on  the  nortli  side  of  the 
road,  within  the  limits  of  Bowling  Green,  was 
built  in  1835  Adam.  I'hiliip.^  Lee  Moore, 
Henrv  Shivelv,  ji.v'eph  Sargent,  Joseph  Hol- 
lington, Sr.,  L'avid  L.  Hixon,  Thomas  R.  Tracy 
and  Lkivid,  DeWitt.  \\k  G.  Charles  is  said  l)_v 
some  persons  to  have  been  the  first  teacher,  ami 
W.  R.  Peck,  or  “The  f^ittle  Doctor."  the  l.r^t 
teacher  in  1 .8 1 . Tlie  building  took  the  place  of 
the  Thurstin  cabin,  and  in  it  some  of  the  ptquls, 
naiiieil  as  attcndiing  the  first  school  in  1834,  con- 
tinued their  lessons.  The  names  of  the  clnidren 
and  adults,  as  remembered  by  William  Ptiillips, 
are  as  follows;  “The  relator,  John  !.^oren.'.M  and 
Daniel  Thurstin.  Isaac  and  Marg;tre‘  Hixon, 
Peter  F.  Richards,  Samantha  Shive!}-,  Arnbta 'Sc, 
Alfred  ami  .Mbert  Siiively,  'I'iiomas,  William. 
Abigail  and  !s:mc  I'racv,  W.',s!img*:on.  Joscj'h 
and  johii  DeWitt,  X incv  and  Snovv.i .m  L.  Sar- 
ga.uit,  .\melia  Grago,  Ann  Stauffm,  C-aleb  Chirk, 
X’athan  and  .Mliert  M lore,  Ihcink  M.iginms, 
Henrietta  ami  Plveb,:  M >or,.  Richard,  [nseph, 
.Vmbrosc  an  1 William  1 !■  ■llir.gt.ui.  Mars  X'e.iring, 
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section,  or,  rallier,  N.  E.  coiner  of  Rid”e  and 
Main  streets.  The  linnher  cost  $6.00,  and  Ttiur- 
stin's  services  $2;  but  the  district  permitted  t!ie 
bills  to  run  until  they  were  outlawed,  and  then 
voted  against  paving  them. 

For  a period  of  thirty-t'ne  years  there  was 
little  to  indicate  the  present  condition  of  the 
schools.  Though  there  was  a marked  improve- 
ment in  the  methods  of  teaching  prior  to  1S71, 
the  science  of  pedagogics  was  scarcely  under- 
stood, and  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  school  houses. 

The  Bowling  Green  hhiglish  Cdassical  Semi- 
nary was  established  by  Ivev.  William  McElwee, 
in  the  parsonage  of  the  l^resbx'terian  church,  in 

1871,  but  in  August,  same  } ear,  the  Seminary  was 
discontinued.  .Since  that  time  private  schools 
have  been  the  e.xception  rather  than  the  rule  here. 

The  records  of  the  board  of  education  date 
back  to  April  18,  1S71,  when  S.  W.  St.  John 
and  A.  S.  Xims,  members  elect  for  three  years, 
with  Amherst  Ordway,  president,  S.  E.  Ifough- 
ton,  secretary,  and  S.  Case,  treasurer  (T’/ce  S.  E. 
Boughton),  met  to  transact  business.  The  school 
tax  levied  was  hve  and  a half  mills.  The  teach- 
ers emplov'ed  were;  Sujierintendent.  at  $^>5  a 
month,  H.  C.  Norton.  Eibbie  Mecox  was 
employed  for  the  intermediate  school  at  a sal- 
ary of  $30.  For  the  primary  school  Annie 
E.  Poe  was  employed  at  $25.  Mary  Pope 
taugfit  the  winter  school  in  Lease's  building,  her 
pay  being  one  dollar  per  day  and,  in  March, 

1872,  Elizabeth  Blackwood  took  charge  of  the 
intermediate  school,  while  Anna  Poe  amJ  ].  L. 
Gilpatrick  w'ere  teachers  in  tlie  other  schools.  In 
April,  1S72,  J.  H.  Reid  was  chosen  clerk,  and  S. 
L.  Boughton,  treasurer.  In  June  Mr.  Gilpatrick 
w'as  offered  $100  a month  as  su[)erintendent ; 
later.  Misses  Poe,  \'an  Tassel  and  Husted  were 
named  as  teachers,  and,  in  Jul}-,  the  contract  for 
building  an  annex  to  the  school  house  was 
awarded  to  .\.  Ordw  av’,  on  his  bid  of  $470.  d'he 
school  examiners  in  April,  1873.  were  David 
Cargo,  S.  Case  and  [ohn  II.  Reid.  In  Ma_\, 
r873,  the  board  offered  to  tlie  \ illage  council  a 
room  in  the  school  house,  fn.e  of  charge,  in  lieu 
of  the  room  for  which  the  council  paid  $60 
annually. 

In  June,  1673,  Superintendent  Gilpatrick  re- 
signed; Gideon  Ditto  \^as  offered  the  place,  and 
Anna  A.  Shannon  was  emi)lo}ed  as  tiuicher 
in  the  sec(mdary  school.  In  Januarv,  1874, 
Samuel  Case  was  appointi.il  superintendent,  .'/<< 
Ditto,  ami  Siuwed  until  W II.  \\  oil  was  ap- 
pointed in  I'ebiuary.  11  ugh  Cargo  was  idioseii  a 
director  in  .\p>ril,  1874,  and  with  Mc-ssrs.  Bough- 


ton,  Case,  Reid  and  Nims  formeil  the  board.  In 
.-\ugust  }.  B.  Cash  \\-as  appointed  suiierinteml- 
: ent.  The  election  of  1875  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  P.  S.  Abbott,  joseph  Hollingtcn  and  A.  S 
' Nims,  nor  f.  R.  Rudulph.  while  Boughton.  Case 
and  Cargo  held  over.  P.  S.  .-\bbott  succeeded 
I Reid  as  clerk,  but  the  latter  succeeded  .-\l)bott  in 
September,  and  at  the  .same  tim.e  E.  D.  Heller 
took  charge  of  the  schools  as  superintendcirt, 

^ Misses  Minton,  \'an  Tassel,  Poe  ami  the  other 
old  teachers  named  being  still  identified  with  the 
' system,  with  Amelia  Rlontenstem,  .Mlie  Lundy 
and  Lillie  Minton,  new  teachers.  In  .\pril,  1876, 

! there  were  thirty  attendants  in  higii  school.  thirt\  - 
three  in  grammar,  thirty-four  in  mtermediate. 

. thirty-four  in  secondary  and  twenty-one  in  pri- 
rnaiw.  M.  P.  Brewer  '^xas  elected  a director  at 
I this  time,  Kittie  M.  Smith  was  appointed  teacher 
in  June,  and  Eliza  H.  Webb,  Florence  Donald- 
son and  Gertrude  I'oote  in  September,  In  .-Vpril, 

1 8;  7,  Charles  \V.  E\  ers  and  Andrew  J.  Man- 
ville  were  elected  directors,  and  with  Messrs. 
Brewer,  Boughton,  and  Hollington  termed  the 
i board.  W.  S Haskell  w:is  employed  as  super- 
: intendoit.  and  Charles  St.  John  as  a teacher  in 
: the  grammar  school,  wdiile  M.  !h  Brewer  was 
: elected  clerk.  |.  C.  Lincoln  was  elected  director 
- in  1878.  r'Av  Reid;  W . S.  Haskell  was  offered 
' the  position  of  superintendent,  and  Eeha  Swigart 
■ and  Mrs.  Richards  adtled  to  the  corps  of  teach- 
ers. The  question  of  issuing  $ 1 6,000  bonds  was 
discussed  in  January,  1879,  submitted  to  vote  in 
February,  but  defeated,  when  a second  proposi- 
i tion  submitted  to  vote  on  .April  7,  i87«j,  asking 
for  $13,000,  was  carried  b_\  a vote  ot  220  of  the 
319  votes  cast.  Messrs.  Evers,  Lincoln.  Man- 
\ille,  Boughton.  Brewer  and  Hollington  formed 
the  board  at  that  time,  ami  were,  indeed,  the 
spirits  of  improvement  in  school  as  in  other  mat- 
, ters. 

; In  April.  1879,  George  C.  Phelps  ami  john 
A.  shannon,  with  Messrs.  Evers.  Hollington, 
Manville  and  Lincoln,  w'ere  the  ilireclors;  Charles 
W’.  E\ers  was  elected  clerk.  Ifrewer,  and 

George  C.  Phelps,  treasurer,  r/ic  Boughton.  In 
M.i\'.  the  bonds  for  ,$13,000  were  sold  tc>  C>. 
Bond  at  par  and  one  per  cent,  premium,  ami  the 
battle  over  a school  site  commenced.  The  motion 
tc  puichase  1.00  acres  of  Mr>  Lease,  adojited 
.\Iav  21,  met  with  a strong  I'rotest,  ami  was  sid>- 
secpiently  eximnged  from  the  record.  t")!!  Jum 
I I,  ;in  offer  of  .$;oowas  made  to  Butt('n  N T'lnith. 
for  200  X 2 30  feet  m Blot  k No.  1 ).  Ib.tton  s a 1- 
ditioii,  ami  id  ticorge  W . Smith  |oi  tin 

South  200  fi'et  of  the  we-t  h.rlf  ot  I .ot  lit',  in 
Block  12  The  offers  were  refused,  iimicoiulem- 
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niition  proceedings  instituted.  By  this  means 
the  property  was  acquired.  Architect  E.  O. 
i'alli.--  prepared  plans  for  the  building,  and  the 
work  of  constructing  the  hrst  large  house  (other 
than  the  court  house  and  jail)  at  i^owling  Green 
was  entered  upcm.  The  directors  and  officers 
named  in  1879  were  re-elected  in  1880,  and  in 
August  of  that  year  purchased  from  S.  L.  hJough- 
ton  three-quarters  of  an  acre  in  the  southwest 
part  of  Lot  326,  IMock  B,  of  hi.s  addition,  for 
$300.  Earl  Mcriw’took  Director  I Jollington’s 
place  in  December,  1880,  and  in  April,  1881,  he 
and  John  R.  Hanke_\'  were  elected  directors,  and, 
with  Messrs.  Evers,  Phel[rs,  Manville  and  Shan- 
non, formed  the  board.  C.  W.  E\-ers  resigned 
the  office  of  clerk  in  .Aju'il,  i88i,  and  John  R. 
Hankey  was  elected  to  hll  that  position.  In  1882, 
S.  Case  was  chosen  clerk,  and  A.  |.  Manville 
treasurer,  to  succeed  judge  Phelps,  while  in  1S84 
W.  M.  Tullerwas  elected  clerk  and  E.  \V.  Merr}' 
treasurer. 

The  directors  elected  since  April,  [S82,  were 
as  follows;  A.  D.  Stewart  and  S..  Case.  1882; 
\V.  M.  d'uller  and  j.  C.  Lincoln,  1883;  J.  D. 
Bolles,  \V  S.  Haskell  and  E \V.  Merry,  1884; 
A.  M.  Russell  and  \V.  S.  Haskell,  1885;  |.  C. 
Lincoln  and  A.  \\k  Rudulph,  1886,  with  J.  D. 
Bolles,  treasurer;  I.  \\'.  Clayton,  Robert  Dunn 
and  J.  D.  Bolles,  1887,  with  A M.  Russell,  clerk; 
John  H.  WTiitehead  and  J.  S.  McClellan,  [888, 
with  Robert  Dunn,  clerk;  J.  L.  Hanke}-  and  J. 
C.  Lincoln,  1889;  J.  D.  Bolles  and  Robert  Dunn, 
1890;  Ira  C.  Taber  and  J.  S.  McClellan,  [891, 
with  J.  S.  .McClellan,  clerk;  Luther  Black  and 
J.  C.  Lincoln,  1892;  R.  S.  Parker  and  J.  I). 
’Bolles,  1893,  with  Ira  C.  Taber,  clerk;  J.  S. 
McClellan  and  Ira  C.  Taber,  1894,  and  Rate  E. 
Rider  and  Eliza  Haskell.  1895,  with  |.  S.  Mc- 
Clellan, clerk. 

In  May,  1884,  the  board  appear^,  to  have 
taken,  for  the  first  time,  a [lart  in  commencement 
e.xercises  though  the  first  class  graduated  in 
[882),  for  on  tlie  20th  of  that  month  the  mem- 
bers adopted  a programme  and  ordered  that  the 
e.xercises  be  held  in  the  court-room.  [.  W'. 
8'lep[)e}'  w a'’  superintendent  and  principid  in 
1883.  S.  Case  succeedctl  Dr.  Tuller  ;is  clerk  in 
May,  1884,  and  in  .\pril,  1883,  W'.  S.  Haskell 
was  appointed  In  )ul>',  i 88 ;,  the  Ruttan  Heat- 
ing (.A  S’entilating  Co.  eoiitracted  to  heat  the 
Central  building  witli  ^team  at  a cost  of  $1,950. 
In  1885,  D E.  Niter  was  a[)poinled  snporin- 
Lend.'iit  ,>f  the  village  sc  hools.  ( )ii  .\[iril  5,  i 88(.>, 
the  propviSitioii  to  is.'^iic  $o,ocn)  bonds,  to  meet 
tile  expense  of  erecting  a school  hou>e  on  Kidge 
street,  was  submitted  to  the  people,  when  343 


! votes  were  cast  for  and  t\vent\-si.x  against  it. 

' In  -April,  1886,  the  VJ  of  an  acre  in  Lot  32G. 

Block  B,  Boughton's  addition,  was  ailded  to  the 
: school  lot,  and  on  Ma_\'  18  bids  for  building  were 
I accepted.  Another  school  house  was  authorize-I 
by  the  electors,  .April  i,  1889.  when  bonds  fur 
$14,000  were  authorized.  D.  A.  Ha_\lor  was 
appointed  superintendent  in  i888.  On  May  7, 

, 1889,  the  board  proceeded  to  condemn  Lots  1348 
; to  1356,  inclusi\e;  but  later  it  w’as  ascertained 
I that  Lots  1 348  to  1352  could  be  purchased  at 
$400  each,  and  the  other  lots  at  $350  each,  and 
■ authoritv  was  given  tlie  committee  to  purchase 
them.  On  June  28  the  contract  for  buiUiing  was 
I a^\■arded  to  Ducomb  N:  Brown,  on  their  bid  of 
! $8,480,  and  the  beginning  of  the  third  large 
‘ school  house  was  made  soon  after.  In  Mav, 
i [891,  the  contract  with  S.  P.  Stewart  to  bmid 
an  addition  to  the  Cent''al  school  house  for 
' $4- 353  wris  accepted.  On  November  7,  1893. 
the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  $6,OCO  to  aid  in 
building  a $13,000  addition  to  the  main  school 
house  was  submitted  to  the  people,  when  602 
votes  were  recorded  for  and  188  against  it.  This 
' opposition  came  mainly  from  the  Fourth  ward. 

; the  residents  of  which  desired  the  building  lo- 
i cated  there.  In  January,  1894,  .A.  Graham 
signed  the  building  contract,  on  his  bid  of 
! $8,873.60,  and  the  latest  monument,  in  brick 
; and  stone,  to  the  advancement  of  the  school  in- 
j terests  of  Bowling  Green,  was  soon  completed. 

' The  election  of  directors  in  .April,  1895,  brought 
516  women  to  the  polls,  and  resrnted  in  placing 
two  female  members  on  the  board  of  education. 
.At  the  spring  elections,  1896  C.  S.  St.  John  ;uiu 
J.  N.  Baker  were  chosen  members  of  the  school 
board. 

i Modern  Ihiild'nius. — The  large  buildings  of 
' this  city  may  be  said  to  have  been  erected  with;n 
I the  last  seven  vears.  The  lirst  brick  house,  bunt 
long  ag(')  bv  Th.omas  Tracy  the  same  occupu-vl 
by  Mrs.  William  Gorrill  in  recent  years  re- 
mained th(  sole  representative  of  brick  ct.mstr'.a  - 
tion  for  some  years.  Then  a residence  was 
i erected  on  North  Main  street,  one  (>r  two  busiueS' 
houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Main  and  Woost.  r 
streets,  and.  Iw  degrees,  a few  brick  tiweiliu-;' 
ap[>eared  cast  and  west  of  Main  street  W hen 
Bowling  Green  became  the  coimt\  --eal.  the'  jnm- 
lic  buildings  were  added,  but.  even  in  1870,  tie. 
brick  house  was  the  exception,  the  gabled  traiiw 
store  and  dwelling  the  ride.  During  the  eiisumc 
sixteen  \ears,  a good  d.e.il  was  accomplished 
the  rcsi<lents  to  raisi- tneir  \ illage  .above  th.  h.m.- 
let  stat«'.  Prior  to  18, 83,  Bowling  Green  foiizht 
, two  count) -seat  \vars  successfall)’.  built  a $20, oc 
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court  house,  a $JO,ooo  school  hon.-^e,  four  church 
f)uildin<;s  costin,:;  at  lea.st  $20,000,  purchased  I'air 
^'rounds,  i>ark  and  a to^\n  hail,  constructed  two 
main  sewers,  and  l)uiit  a branch  r;u!roaJ  to 
Tontogany.  Of  course,  the:  Ohie)  Ccnlral  i\)ad 
was  built,  a few  stores  and  dwellings  were  atlded 
to  the  buildings  of  the  town,  the  gas  rescr'\oir 
was  explored,  and  newspapers  were  established 
prior  to  1887,  but,  with  all  this  fiuiet  progress, 
the  present  city,  with  its  broad  streets,  large 
business  houses  and  elegant  homes,  wus  not  out- 
lined in  the  imagination  cjf  lire  citizens. 

The  spring  of  18S7  may  be  called  the  iirst 
summer  of  enterprise  here.  The  transfer  of  real 
estate  was  carried  forward  with  all  the  spirit  of  a 
new  Western  town,  and  the  construction  of  build- 
ings gave  proof  of  the  substantial  character  of 
the  transactions.  A lot  on  the  corner  of  Cla\' 
and  Main  streets  was  sold  for  $2,000,  the  Mas- 
sillon Rolling  Mill  Co.  paid  $45  a foot  for  si.xtv- 
seven  feet  on  South  Main  street;  while  eighty 
feet  in  the  satire  neighborhood  brough.t  $7, 500. 
Sixty-six  acres  of  the  Barton  farm  st.ild  for  .$<;,ooo; 
ten  acres  of  the  Ralston  farm,  for  $5,000;  five 
acres  of  the  Watson  tract,  on  North  Main  strc'.'t, 
for  $2,500;  nineteen  lots  in  the  Lay  addition, 
$6,000;  a tract  on  South  Main  street  at  $600  an 
acre;  one  lot  in  Boughton’s  addition  for  $375; 
two  lots  on  Morton  avenue,  for  $92;;  twehe  and 
one-half  acres  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  for 
$500  an  acre;  the  Wakefield  tiroperty  on  South 
^^ain  street,  $5,600;  thiitv-four  acres  west  of 
town,  for  $7,000;  sixtv  acres  on  NorTi  Main 
street,  bought  l)V  J.  J.  (laghan,  for  $24,000,  and 
twenty-four  feet  on  Court  street,  for  $1,000. 
Many  other  transfers  were  marie  before  the  sum- 
mer of  1887  was  passed,  and  the  village  cast  aside 
its  old  pastoral  ways  to  become  an  inrportant 
business  town.  Enterprise  was  carried  to  such 
an  extent  that  a document  was  presented  to 
property  owners,  setting  forth  that,  when  tiftv  of 
them  agmeed  to  Iniild,  all  would  begin  work,  and 
give  from  lift)’  to  one  hundred  now'  buildings  to 
tlie  cit). 

As  a munici[)alit)’  the  ’people  were  also  up 
and  doing,"  for,  as  shown  in  the  jiages  devoted 
to  the  transactions  c>f  the  coimeil,  Riowling  ( ireen 
offered  aid  to  manufacturers  wlio  would  locate 
witliin  its  limits,  and  ot herw■i'^e  cncmirage  1 manu- 
ufacturing  t.’nterprisc.  In  .\[iril.  i"'87,  the  ([Uus- 
tion  of  issuing  $ :0,000  bcuiiL  to  encourage  m:mu- 
factures.  was  presented  to  tlu-  citi/ens,  when  2')<j 
votes  were  recorded  lor  the  m..i''Ure  and  three 
votes  again-^t  it.  I'hut  of  exp'.'udiug  $25,000  on 
gas  welL  wa^  tdso  c;irri,.d.  B_\’  the  b •ginning  of 
December  ol  ihal  year,  there  was  a muni-.ip<d 


, gas-plant,  furnishing  the  new  glass-works  and 
other  industries  with  fuel  and  light,  without 
price.  'File  contract  for  constructin.g  a system 
of  water  works  was  signed  that  month;  the 
Canastota  gdas.s-w;orks  were  in  o[)cration  and,  in 
all  directions  the  searchers  for  oii  or  gas  went 
forth  from  the  bus)-  town.  Lots  and  farms  sold 
for  fabulous  [irices,  and  owners,  w'fio  for  forty 
years  were  content  with  little,  saw  their  patience 
re’vvarded  in  a dcor,  and  years  of  labor  paid  for  in 
an  hour.  The  gas  welis,  described  m the  chap- 
ter on  the  Oil  and  Gas  Fields,  'vere  the  prompt- 
ers of  the  metamorphosis,  'while  the  enterpii.=e 
of  the  hnsine-ss  men  of  the  town  was  responsible 
for  ;s'ei/ing  the  opportunicy  and  turning  it  to 
account. 

One-fourth  of  the  new!)’  built  business  dis- 
trict was  destroyed  by  fire  on  A’ugust  4.  18S7. 
Tile  fire  originated  in  a saloon  or  liakcry,  and 
spread  .until  propert)’  \ alued  at  $34,250  was 
lieS'troyed.  The  v.due  of  the  property  destrov'ed 
appears  tri\'ial  to  the  moderns,  b'at  to  the  town 
of  that  time  the  lo.'S  was  a severe  Idow.  Without 
wailiii.g,  the  men  of  enterprise  cleared  away  the 
ruins  and  b’uilt  on  a better  s«ale.  Little  over  a 
vear  passed  awav,  when  a second  fire  came  to 
destroy  the  work  of  the  builders.  On  Octol’>er 
ti,  18S8,  a fire  swept  away  many  husiiiess 
houses,  including  C.  \V.  Evers'  “Sentinel  block;" 
M.  P.  Brewer’s  Scntin-'l  oltice;  Rudnlph  B^o^. 

office ; C.  C.  Ross’  hotel;  L.  X.  Griffith's 
store;  >frs.  James  Smith’s  opera  house;  Lmerine 
A MvsCaulev's  iiotel  and  liver)',  and  sever'd 
smaller  concerns.  .A  weei;  later,  .McCaulc)'  N 
rZmerine,  \\'.  R.  Mower\’,  J.  R.  Rndulpli.  C.  W . 
Evers  and  others  began  liio  work  of  rehnilding. 
On  A’pril  ig.  1S89,  i he  Canastota  Cla.-.s  Work." 
Co.  lost  heu\'d\  b\'  fire,  ami  during  the  last  seven 
vears  sex'cr.d  l.ouses,  stores,  homes  and  I'a'uis 
h;i\'e  been  wiped  c.nt  l'\-  lire.  The  ruins  of  the 
glass  work.s  remai;i  as  reminders  of  tiie  fires. 
Enterprise  has  covered  the  otficr  lire-swcpt  lots 
with  substantial  houses,  tilled  up  vacant  places 
on  M.'iin  street  with  ,gi.iod  hnsiness  huildings,  and 
transformed  a h indet  into  a Imsines.-i-like  cit)'. 

The  prinriped  huildings  on  tlm  west  side  ol 
Main  street,  beginning  at  tlie  south,  aic  t'ne  Dis- 
ciiiles  ehmvn,  erected  in  the  I'dder  block,  h\ 

].  ('.  ]I.  I'ld.'r  and  H n.r)  (.'oiler,  m i8So.the 
Marsehk.i  fdoek.  erected  m 1888;  tlu'  Phenix  2V 
Ilelfii.  h block,  in  i8Sm;  the  Frihune  huihling  in 
|8()7'  th,‘  Ro\  ce  hi  )'d;  in  |8S<);  the  ( 'ommeri'i,.! 
lemlv  huildme,  ere ’led  I)',  .\.  E l\oyee  n 18S  ; ; 
th  ' I’uion  liloek.  Iw  ('Inis.  E.diman  ,iud  B dles 
-g  IT  i.i\ iile  i i 1S7-;  ilu-  I.e'hm.iu  h!'-k  iu  l.''So. 
tlie  (i.e.;!un  block,  b)  Cec'.  W.  (.i.ightu'..  in  18' 
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ihe  E\chan;^e  IJank  bailding,  b\-  J,  K.  Hankey, 
ill  iSyi;  the  Kabi"  buildiii"',  in  1885;  the  Cun- 
nisiy  iN-'  Whitehead  block,  in  iho’;  the  Slauson 
'dock,  in  1893;  the  Meffeltinycr  huildinyn  b\-  Reed 
iV  Merry,  in  1871,  remodelled  in  1887;  Rogers 
block,  built  in  1872.  The  Reed  block,  the  lirst 
brick  business  block  here,  was  erected  in  1867  b}' 
Norton  and  Edwin  Reed.  Reed,  Roy'ers  tk  ?\Ian- 
ville  arc  credited  witli  buildiny  on  the  west  side, 
in  1807,  a mercantile  aind  opera  house.  Kabiy 
N .McKenzie  block,  erected  in  1892,  b\'  Frank 
Isabi^  and  Allen  McK'_nzie,  the  Onne  block,  in 
1S93,  and  the  Coole}’  block,  in  1893.  South  of 
the  l)isci[>les  church  ('with  the  excepaJon  of  Dant- 
t-nnan’s  livery  stable;,  and  north  of  the  Cooley 
i)lock,  on  this  side,  are  the  resiifcnces  of  many  of 
ibwvling  Green's  leading  citizens. 

The  business  houses  on  the  east  side  of  >fain 
street, going  north,  omitting  the  tlouring-rnilj,  arc 
the  two-story  steme  carriage  and  blacksmith 
siiop,  built  in  1S50-60:  the  opera  house,  erected 
in  1889,  by  Ira  C.  Taber  and  John  R.  bbmkey; 
the  Hanke}^  bh)ck,  built  in  1892;  the  Froney 
block  of  1892,  and  the  large  house  erected  by 
him  in  1895;  the  First  National  Ifank  block,  in 
1889;  the  Buckc_\’e  l)!ock,  for  j.  R.  Rudulph  and 
Kramer  tv  Chanev.  in  1889;  tiie  Mowery  build- 
ing, erected  in  1887.  the  Tnchler  .block,  for  Mrs. 
Theodosia  Trichler,  in  1889;  the  Sargent  block, 
in  1 893 ; the  four-story  stone  hotel  and  mercan- 
tile building,  erected  in  1895-96  on  the  southeast 
c.orner  of  .Main  and  A'ooster  streets,  fm'  \\’.  H. 
Milliken;  the  Lincoln  block,  built  in  1874.  bv  .Al- 
fred Thnrstin,  remodelled  in  1889  for  Dr.  j.  C. 
[dncoln;  the  Fagle  bhmk,  built  in  1880  for  F.  II. 
Boiighton  and  Mrs.  Janies  Smith;  the  Thurstin 
Itiiilding,  in  1S67.  for. A.  A.  Thurstin,  remoddiod 
in  1889:  the  Reed  A Merry  block,  eroctei.l  in 
1888,  for  Fdwin  Kecd,  F.  \\'.  .Merr_\'  and  |.  If. 
Sands;  the  >.Innshower  block,  erected  in  1887; 
the  “Hotel  Pirown,"  in  1889,  l>\'  Paul  ).  and 
G.  M.  Brown  (leased  by  Major  MaLyiiKm  and 
conducted  hv  liim  until  March  17,  1896,  when 
II.  Cottington  took  charge/,  the  Doctors 
block,  erected,  in  1887,  fur  Dr.  J.  C.  Lincoln 
a.iul  Dr.  W.  M.  Tnller;  the  C)rme  h\'orv  h;irn, 
'Tected  in  1887,  aiid  the  Biggs  block,  erected  in 
18S9,  South  and  north  on  this  east  sid-'  are 
dwelling  lionscs.  man\-  of  which  aie  modern  in 
architect  lire  and  conveniences. 

On  Wooster  street,  wc'st  of  M.tin,  siiiith  side, 
arc'  Dr.  L.  L.  A'onker's  brick  block  - 1892  93 
tmd  the  *''it\'  Hall,  noticed  in  i'lh.ur  j'ages. 
Opposite  ai'c  the  Gl.irk  block,  ''iidt  in  .and 

'he;  Union  hhack,  hnilt  in  18S.1.  by  C.  1'.  Bntlrai. 
Keyond  these  hnii(!ings  tin;  street  is  a resideii 'e 


one,  witlt  lines  of  hea\\’  shade  trees  and  ’arge, 
modern  homes.  On  Wo.aster,  east  of  Main,  are 
the  Sciilinci  office,  built  in  1887  by  C.  W.  L\  ers; 
the  Wittmer  block,  erected  in  1866  b\'  S.  L. 
Boughton,  remodeled  in  i889  by  Fred  Wittmer; 
the  .Methodist  church  and  the  “Ross  House." 
The  Black,  Isoughton,  ifrewer  and  other  residenec-'S 
are  west  of  the  ()hio  Central  railroad;  while 
east  of  that  road  are  several  homes.  The  streets 
paralleling  Main  street  are  favorite  residence 
streets,  and  are  \vell  improved.  Outside  the  bus- 
iness center  Bowling  Gr,ivn  may  be  ctdic-d  a gar- 
den cit}z  Orchards  are  conmion,  and  almost 
every  one  of  the  older  homes  has  its  garden  tend 
orchard. 

M:iuici[>al  A — The  petition  for  the  in- 

corporation of  Bowling  Green,  dared  Jnlv  23, 
1855,  signed  b_\-  S.  L.  Bonghtisn,  .Alfrcil 

d'hurstin,  (.1.  Z,  Aver\',  foseph  Hollington, 
Hiram.  No\es,  John  W.  Belton,  ]chn  C.  Woos- 
ter, \V.  G.  Lamb,  Lee  .Moccre,  {.  M.  Lamb, 
Daniel  Xo\-es,  C.  P.  Rogers,  I).  L.  Hixon,  L.  C. 
Locke  and  thirty-eight  otiicrs.  ft  was  consid- 
ered by  the  commissioners  September  3,  18;  5, 
hut  not  until  November  9 did  they  grant  it,  ex- 
clndiiig,  even  then,  the  N.  of  S.  'A'.  ( Sec.  13, 
d'.  3,  K.  10,  which  the  petitioners  wished  to  he 
placed  under  the  village  government. 

Tlie  records  of  the  first  nueting  of  the  coun- 
cil are  not  t<r  be  found.  The  jonrn.ils  of  the 
council  d(jwn  to  i860  are  known  to  have  gone 
where  no  mortal  can  search  for  them.  The  tav- 
levy  documents  afford  \'ery  little  information, 
and,  of  course,  the  Joiirnai  failed 

to  notice  such  a place  as  the  incorporated  village 
of  B'awling  (ireen.  i'rom  itirerviews  and  other 
sources  it  i.s  learned  that  Dr.  L:i.mb  'vas  the  first 
mavor,  Dr.  Kc'gers,  the  secemd,  {.  D,  Sinit'i,  tlie 
third,  and  Dr.  Smith,  the  fourth.  R.  M.  Gnh'er 
hehl  the  ofiire  in  i860:  fsaac  Cla\',  1S67;  |ose[)h 
f-Iollinglon,  1869,  David  Cargo,  1870;  J.  W. 
Canary,  1S72;  John  A.  Sliannon,  1874;  D.  W.  11. 
Day,  1878;  ]ohn  .A.  Shanium,  '880;  M.  P. 
Brewer,  1882;  W.  M.  Tnlkr.  1884;  B.  L.  .\hhoit, 
18S0;  ,-\.  J.  Mears.  i888  and  1890;  .A.  B.  Mur- 
phy. 1891  and  1892;  and  W.  S.  Haskell,  electeii 
in  November,  18713,  vice  Ma\a>r  Mnr['lu',  resigned. 
.Abner  R.  Gamphell  w.is  (.dected  mavor  in  180''. 

riu'  offu'.e  ol  clerk  ii;m  been  filled  hv  L.  II. 
Hull,  iS6fj;  Da\id  G.irgo,  1807  refiisi-d  ; 
Stearns,  i.'sn-;  L.  H.  Selkirk,  i>t6S;  ] Ih  Bolles. 
|86();  L.  11.  Su'lkiik,  1874;  |.;sher  Bill.ns,  1875; 
W,  H.  Smiih,  18-  ) S'),  I'rank  ,\  IF  id  iSSo  82, 
R.  S.  P.i!  ker.  I 8S2  8/1'  II  ^elkil  k.  I 8,s.i  S»  ,l;  a 
U.  Taber,  iSSo  00,  and.  L.  11.  >elkirk,  1800.  P>. 

W.  k'la\  ton,  ''dectc.l  in  1892.  is  the  present  1890 
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very  ctlicient  clerk  of  ifrnvliny--  Cireen.  His  rec- 
ord books  are  (|uite  in  keepinj,^  with  tlieir  import- 
ance, and  tlie  advanced  conditions  under  \\liich 
municipal  affairs  are  now  transacted. 

The  treasurers  of  the  village  since  1 866  are 
named  as  follows:  D.  Car^o,  1866;  A.  f.  Man- 

villc,  1870;  Wallace  H.  Smith,  1888;  |.  H.  Un- 
derwood, 1S93,  and  Allan  J.  Ross,  elected  in 
I S96. 

The  marshals  from  1866  to  1874  were  A. 
Walker,  1866;  Nathan  L.  Badger,  1867;  |.  N. 
Stiller,  1868;  P.  M.  Clifford,  1869;  J.  T.  M. 
Reed,  1870;  A.  M.  W'yckoff,  1871;  jonathan 
White,  1871;  J.  \\k  Ifrownsberger,  1S72,  and 
M.  S.  Davenport,  1874.  Messrs.  Biggs,  Fowler 
and  Reed  filled  the  position  in  later  years,  while 
a large  number  of  citizens  have  aimed  to  serve 
the  village  as  guardians  of  the  peace.  In  1896 
Joseph  F".  Reed  was  elected  marshal. 

I'he  ordinance  creating  the  office  of  corpora- 
tion solicitor  was  adopted  March  5,  1883.  The 
office  was  lield  by  I).  M’.  H.  Day,  in  1884.  On 
February  13,  1888,  the  office  of  city  solicitor  was 
created,  and  \.  R.  Harrington  was  elected  to  fill 
that  office  in  April  following.  B.  F.  James  was 
the  incumbent  in  1890,  and  R.  B.  Moore  from 
1892  to  1896,  and  re-elected  in  1896. 

The  trustees  of  the  gas  works,  elected  in 
April,  1888,  were  John  R.  Hankey,  I'rank  B. 
Roath,  Jacob  F.  Long  and  Joseph  H.  Sands. 
The  second  city  well  was  begun  bv  them  in  Au- 
gust, 1888,  L.  W.  Dougherty  being  then  super- 
intendent of  the  gas  line  until  succeeded  b\  J. 
H.  Mohr.  In  1890,  J.  H.  Willey  was  sn[-)erin- 
tendent,  in  April,  1891,  R.  B.  Moore,  J.  F. 
Lbng,  A.  Graham  and  John  fj.  Adams  were 
elected  trustees,  and  served  as  such  until  the  gas 
plant  was  sold  to  Mr.  McDonald,  as  related  in 
another  page. 

The  councihnen  of  Bowling  Green,  elected 
annually  since  1866,  are  named  as  follows. 

-William  Cailihan,  j.  \'.  Owens,  Orduav,  G.  J. 
Rogers,  Lucius  Louglitou. 

18()7  'Norton  Keed,  Harnson  Hut'fman,  (L  J.  Rogers,  .S.  L. 
Houghton.  Goil. 

A.  Ordway,  H.  llutTman,  Jacoi)  Hall,  (1.  j.  Rogers, 
C.  N.  (Julver. 

18f)9  -Norton  Reed,  .\1.  S.  D.u  enport,  H ugh  Cargo,  Jnseph 
Howells,  J.  W.  Canar\  . 

1870— A.  ()rdw.iy,  M.  l)aven|Mirt,  lluch  Cargo,  j.  \ , 
Owens,  Lucius  Houghton.  .V.  riuirstin. 

1S71  ' C.  Rogers,  Norton  Reed,  rii-i  Davenport  and  'I'hurstin. 
1872  W . A.  Whitaker,  I’.  S.  ,U)hott,  (irdwav. 

1^7;! — J.  1;,  Newton.  W,  G.  Lamh.  C.  II.  Lehman. 

1874  Harrison  Huffman,  !■ . Hutton,  G,  W.  G.ighan. 

1S7.7  (■)  ( 'icorge  W.  Gagh.m,  K.  ,.\.  Dunh.ir,  ,\,  1)  st,.\vart. 

C.  H.  I.elumm,  L.  (ioit,  |.  D.  Holies. 

1877  --W.  .M.  I'uller,  D.miel  Newton,  I,.  \\  . .Meri'v,  M.  H. 

Hreu er, 'I',  t . Reid,  G.  C . Ne.inng. 

1878  Chris  l.ehm.m,  Guy  ti.  Nearing,  1 1 . Hutfm.m,  Rich.ird 
Jones,  t'f(<  .Merry,  Nh.'utou  .ind  Holies. 


i ]s7U  ,\.  K.  Royre,  George  Rimherlin,  ,\l.  1’.  Hrevver. 

' l.s.SU  Robert  Dunn,  G.  C.  I’helps,  j.  C.  l.inci.'ln. 

1 •'.-i  I — |.  R.  Ruduiph,  H.  1 1.  ( Kirnctt,  M.  H.  Hrewc-''. 

' lss'2  J.  K.  Ruilulph,  L.  11.  vhirnetl,  IS.  C.'.ise,  Goit,  S.  H. 

Harrison,  Geo.  White,  |.  C.  ll.  Idder,  Gi  o.  C.  I’lielp.s. 
j 1^84  John  /V.  .Sh.innon,  J.  R.  Ruduiph,  Geo.  W.  (lagh.in. 

1 1884  .A.  J.  Orme,  S.imuel  Ross,  J,  H.  Whitehead. 

I iS8,7  — M.  H.  brewer,  .-V.  j.  Manville,  Geo.  W.  Gaghan. 

I is, si;  M.  H.  llreuer.  George  W . Gaghtin,  .-V.  j.  .Manville, 

I j.  H.  Whitehead,  F.  \'oii  Kam  i,  H,  Terry, 

j 18S7  j.  C.  Lincoln,  ].  Noble,  S.  L.  Honghton. 

: 1888  Robert  Dunn,  Geo.  W.  Gaghan,  A.  L.  Rovee,  h..  W. 

Merrv,  ru-f-  Houghton,  resigned, 
j LSS'.I — .A.  Fronev,  'F,  C.  Reid,  \\  . R.  Noves. 

Is’hii-  .A.  F.  Rovee,  Robert  Dunn.  S.  R.  Hrown. 

18hl — \\  . S,  H.iskell,  L.  r.  \’an  I'assel,  A.  Fronev. 

18fi2— D.  1.  Cargo,  D.  K.  Niver,  J.  ,s.  Giles,  with  'W.  H.  Mil- 
liken  and  ,-\mos  Neifer. 

Is'.i;!  — Lucius  Houghton,  H.  H.  .Stratton,  W.  S.  Haskell,  H. 

1 Farmer,  / fee  ILiskell. 

' ls'.)4 — M.  P.  Hiewer,  C.  W.  Kvers,  A.  Grah.im,  I.  L.  H.inkey, 

’ ce'fi  AI illiken. 

I 18h‘) — G.  C.  D.auteiman,  F.  .A.  barton,  I.  L.  Hankev,  with 
G.  K.  .Mercer,  C.  \\  . F.vers,  .M.  P.  brewer,  A.  Grah.un 
j and  H.  P.  Stratton. 

j 189li — C.  W.  Evers,  M.  P.  brewer,  E.  A.  barton  ;ind  L L. 

I Hlnnkev  w ere  electi'd. 

j 

I Ifi  d882,  the  question  of  purchasing  grounds 
for  park  purposes  was  submitted  to  a committee 
! of  the  council,  who  received  fiom  Creorge  Woos- 
i ter  an  offer  to  sell  that  part  of  his  grove,  north  of 
: Thurstin  avenue,  for  .$[,800.  In  October,  the 
I resolution  to  purchase  grounds  for  a park  was 
I adopted,  and  December  4,  1882,  the  sale  of 
$3,000  bonds  and  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance 
for  the  purchase  of  grounds  were  recorded. 

The  contract  with  I'erris  N:  Halliday  for  the 
: construction  of  waterworks,  was  signec!  Decern- 
i her  19,  1887,  by  the  cmitractors,  Benjamin  L. 
i --kbbott,  ma_\'or,  and  Ira  C.  Taber,  clerk  of  Bow- 
I ling  Green,  subject,  however,  to  the  vote  ot  the 
people.  The  contract  came  to  naught;  hut  early 
; in  1892,  another  contract  was  entered  into, 

' which  was  carried  out  by  June  of  that  year. 

! The  “Nine  O'Clock  Ordinance  ” passed  in 
,\ugust,  1884,  won  for  the  council  the  thanks  of 
! the  W.  C.  T.  U.  A year  later,  the  question  of 
i lighting  the  streets  was  discussed,  aiul  the  Natural 
I Gas  Co.  asked  to  give  prices.  In  December 
j 1885,  the  anti-e\plosi\e  ordinance  was  adoptovl. 

The  resolution  j)ro\iding  few  the  issue  ot 
' $25,000  bonds,  the  jiroceeds  to  be  investeii  in 
■ drilling  gas  wells  and  sujrplyiug  gas  to  the  peoj>le 
of  the  village,  was  adoptevl  in  \pril,  1887.  .At 
the  same  time,  the  resolution  [vroviding  for  an 
election  on  the  issue  of  $io,coo  bonds,  the  pro- 
ceeds tir  be  expended  in  the  encouragement  of  ' 
local  manulact iiring  indimtries,  w.is  agreed  to. 
On  .April  1 K the  council  voted  to  I'uy  a tract  of 
landi  for  $f),  700;  on  April  2.''.  authority  was  given 
to  e.\|HMul  .$1,000  on  a w.it-'r  w\  !l,  on  .April  20. 
tlie  celebi.ited  offer  to  manufai  t nring  enU  iqinses 
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was  on  Ma_\'  19,  1887,  the  first  con- 

tract uith  nia.iuifactnrcrs  \v;is  entered  into  1>_\'  the 
villa/^e.  Idle  council  also  rendered  evert  aid  in 
procnriii"  ri^ht-of-way  for  the  C.  H.  & D.  R.  R. , 
and  in  every  way  worked  enthusiastically  in  the 
interest  of  modern  Bowlin;^  (ireei!. 

In  the  summer  ot  1888  many  improvements, 
such  as  wideniipo'  and  macadami/in,t;'  Main  street, 
and  constructing-  a great  sewer  therein,  were 
under  wa\’;  the  repeal  of  the  prohibition  ordi- 
nance; the  closing  of  saloons  at  a certain  hour; 
opening  new  streets  and  contracting  with  glass 
atid  other  manufacturers,  occupied  the  attent- 
ion of  the  councilmen.  In  Januarv,  18S9,  the 
proposition  to  establish  an  electric-light  plant 
and  supply  the  village  with  thirty  lights  for  $ -5,000 
annually,  was  submitted  to  Councilmen  Lincoln, 
Koyce  and  Dunn.  In  March,  1889,  the  franchise 
was  given  to  the  Silvey  Electric  Idght  Co.  In 
October,  1890,  it  was  ordered  that  the  proposi- 
tion t o sc  11  the  city  gas  plant  be  submitted  to  the 
voters;  but  there  is  nothing  on  the  minute  book 
to  show'  the  actimi  taken  by  the  citizen,--.  On 
November  21,  however,  tin.'  birl  ut  A.  C,  Mc- 
Donald is  recorded.  He  offered  $6,  500  for  all 
the  property  and  plant,  which  sum  was  accepted 
November  24,  1890.  A year  later  a contract  for 
the  electric  lighting  of  the  city  was  made  with 
Elias  H.  McKnight,  and  January  26,  1892,  tiie 
contract  for  water  works  was  entered  into  with 
Isaiafi  \V.  Newcomer.  The  subject  of  building 
a city  hall  was  discussed  in  council  March  31, 
1893,  and  a resolution  declaring  such  a huilding 
necessary  was  adopted.  On  A[>ril  18  Messrs. 
Fronev,  Haskell  and  Niver  were  elected  a build- 
ing committee,  and  on  the  25th  bonds  for  $20,- 
r>oo  w'ere  issued  to  meet  the  expense  of  the  house 
— the  first  for  $500  being  payable  March  i,  1893, 
atui  the  last  for  $500  on  September  i,  1912.  fi-i 
April,  1892,  the  .$150  bid  of  ff.  \\  . Sterling  for 
the  old  town  hall  was  accepted;  on  June  26  the 
water  works  were  reported  complete,  and  the 
present  city  building  practicalL'  finished;  and  in 
September  the  issue  of  $12,000  six-[)er-cent. 
I'oiuls  was  authorized  to  refund  or  meet  the  debts 
of  the  village,  the  first  bond  for  $300  being  made 
payable  March  1,  '896,  and  the  last,  for  a like 
>11111,  September  1,  1915. 

/'til'  T'iri-  Del'll!  tmeut  of  the  present  time, 
with  its  steam  engine  and  elaborate  hose  carts, 
was  organized  in  18S8,.  to  take  the  place  of  the 
old  fire  companv  of  1883.  A few  small  liivs 
suggested  the  organization  of  a body  of  firc'-tight- 
• rs.  and  in  April,  18S3,  the  cmineil  coii^idered 
the  tinestion,  ;>p|)r(.'ved  of  the  plan,  and  in  .Ma\' 
•4'pointed  A.  Irehiiid,  chief  engineer.  ILdore 


' the  close  of  the  fall  of  that  year,  the  nten  wt.-i  c; 

: called  into  service,  and  acquitted  themsehes  so 
i well,  that  on  Octol'er  22,  the  council  passed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  ineiribers  of  the  compam’. 
In  jul}-,  1885,  the  purchase  of  fire  apparatus  wa> 
authorized,  and  for  over  two  yours  the  little  de-' 
partinent  battled  w ith  sundrv  little  blazes.  I'he 
big  fire  of  August,  1887,  however,  showeil  it> 

' utter  usf'iessness  in  a great  emergenev,  and  the 
; people  called  for  reorganization;  hence,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1888,  the  beginnings  of  the  present  fire 
I department  w'ere  made.  Thirty-one  memliers 
were  enrolled,  with  George  'Ah  Graghan,  chief; 

! Rev.  |.  H.  Ikdmcr,  foreman;  J.  1).  Bolles,  first 
I assistant;  Bert  Eroney.  second  assistant;  Aus. 

Harrison,  secretary;  C.  B.  Eberly,  treasurer: 
j George  G.  Ordway,  foreman  of  the  hose  companv, 
and  Win.  Shemenour,  foreman  of  the  hook  and 
ladder  company.  A few  years  later  the  svstern 

■ of  water  works  wa.s  completed,  and  the  deiiart- 
' ment  was  reorganized  to  meet  the  new  and  better 
I conditions.  The  lire  of  October,  1S88.  referred 

to  in  this  chapter,  pointedl  out  clearlv  that  the 
department,  as  organized  in  Januarv,  1888,  was 
i unable  to  cope  with  any  serious  conllagration. 
j The  Gas  Conilany. — The  story  of  the  dis- 
i covery  of  gas  here  is  relared  m the  chapter  on 

■ the  Gas  and  Oil  Eields;  but  little  is  said  therein  of 
the  men  w1k.>  drilled  for  the  Huid,  and  tendered 

, its  use  to  the  [-sublic.  Their  names  mav  be  given 
) here  as  the  original  members  of  the  Bowling 
Green  Natural  Gas  Co.,  organized  April  ii, 

; 1885:  G.  W.  Evers,  Iv.  W.  Merry.  Chris,  I.eh- 

I man,  M.  P.  Brewer,  S.  I^.  Boughton,  Dr.  J.  C. 
I.incoln,  fC.  W.  Poe,  RoathNiCo.,  1'.  Alexander, 
I^uther  Black,  Orrin  fleiirv,  J.  O.  Troup,  Vd. 
M.  Donaldson,  R.  M.  Donnellv,  Rogers  N Man- 
ville,  James  W.  Ivnglish,  Jasher  IhUar'^,  R.  f’. 
Morrison,  B.  R.  Taber.  W.  A.  Wiggins,  J.  H. 
Crane,  Norton  Reed,  Mar}'  H.  Lect,  J.  D.  Bolles 
lN  Co.,  (}eurge  C.  Phelps,  Dr.  W.  M.  Tuller,  R. 
W.  Mc^^ahan,  S.  Case,  J.  H.  Watson,  A.  FT 
Royce,  R.  S.  Parker,  George  W.  Gaghan,  F'.  A. 
Baldw'in,  W.  A.  Benschoter,  R.  G.  Kinnev 
George  Smith,  George  M.  Brown,  Dr.  J.  11. 
Whitehead,  F'.  \'on  Kanel,  J.  C.  If.  F'.lder,  E. 
T.  \’an  Tassel.  J.  R.  Hankc},  Henry  Lease. 
Edwin  Reed,  R.  S.  Thurstin,  J.  If.  Saiuls,  -M 
W.  Ruihilph  and  BrownyarN  Martin.  Gas  main> 
were  in  all  the  principal  streets  bv  October  i, 
1885,  anti  gas  for  illumimiting  and  fuel  purposes 
, supplied  to  houses,  stores  ;uul  fact('rics — the  lime- 
kilns being  large  consumers.  In  tSrx')  or  '(>7 
the  town  i.ssiied  bonds,  and  wi'ut  into  tlu  gas 
business,  to  siipplv  lactorios  and,  incidimtalL  , .1 
few  consumers.  When  the  suppl}-  began  to  fail, 
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llu'  citv  sold  its  Imrs  an.J  v\t:l!s  to  the  ().  Xat- 
nra!  (j;is  Co.,  above  nicntionesl. 

A//  lixplosioH . — The  explosion  of  the  OhioX 
Inditina  Torjnido  Compain ’s  nitro-.”lycerme  map- 
a/ine  of  520  (jnarts  of  explosive,  occurred  ’ at 
10:15  o'clock  on  the  iiipht  of  December  6,  1^95. 
The  inaga/ine  stood  ni  a prove  on  Austin  Fow- 
ler’s farm,  two  and  one-half  miles  smithwest  of 
tiie  cit\’,  and  onlv  300  feet  away  from  the  I’rad- 
ford  Company's  store-house,  d'lie  shock  was 
felt  thronph.out  ntirthwestern  Ohio.  In  W’ood 
coiintv  much  dainape  was  done,  such  as  tlie 
breakage  of  glass,  (.iisarrangcinent  of  oil-jiip^e  con- 
nections with  tanks,  etc.  I'lie  damage  to  win- 
dows on  the  east  side  of  Dowling  Green’s  main 
street;  at  Tontogany  and  \'i!lagesin  central  Wood 
county;  and  to  the  farm  houses  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. was  sai'l  at  the  time  to  arnoumt  to  a few 
thousand  dollars;  while  the  magazine,  300 
feet  away,  was  untouched.  G.  A.  Smith,  the 
manager  of  the  Ohio  & Indi.ana  Companv  in  this 
held,  a fearless  tind  intelligent  worker  in  nitro- 
gh’cerine,  could  not  ex[)lain  the  cause  ot  the  ex- 
plosion. .A  h.oie,  eight  Icet  in  dc[itK  and  t wentv- 
hve  feet  in  diameter,  andi  shattered  and  uprooted 
trees,  speak  of  the  power  of  tire  ghxerine.  The 
fact  th.at  the  stuff  m the  Bradford  Company's 
magazine  was  frozen  accounts  frrr  its  escape  from 
total  annihilation. 

/u/\v//A’g'-  Grci'iiA  AioncLi-  Railroad. — The 
Bowling  Green  Railroad  Co.  was  <jrganizedi  J uue 
6,  1874,  with  S.  L.  Boughtrn,  president  and  gen- 
eral manager;  A.  J.  Manville,  \'ice-president : .A. 
A.  Thurstin,  secretar}';  F.  Beverstock,  treasurer; 
and  the}',  with  S.  W.  St.  John,  Menr\’  Lmub.'ami 
J.  R.  Rndulpl'i,  were  directors,  d'his  asso.ciation 
was  the  onlcorne  of  a meeting  hcul  at  Reed's 
Hall,  at  which  Mr.  lioughton  showed  the  neces- 
sity for  a brancli  railroad  to  'fontogany.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  \ isit  the  nearest  tfiwns 
on  the  main  line,  then  c:ilied  the  1).  Ce  M.  K.  R. 
j.  r>.  Xeuton  fa\'oredi  Roacditon;  John  H.  Reid, 
Ferrysburg;  S.  L.  Boii^hton,  Tontogaii}',  while 
others  prcieircd  Haskins  and  Westwii.  Th,;  men 
named  were  ap[)ointcd  to  rc[)ort  on  the  points  of 
junction  favored  b\'thvm;  but  S.  I..  B. •unl.ton'.s 
logic  in  fa\i)r  of  'Ikmtogan',’  prevailed,  and  tlie 
route  surveyed  b\  David  D.uiald.'on  to  th.at  point 
was  adopted.  Capt.  Black,  .S,  W.  Whitmore, 
.Martin  W arner,  judge  d iillia',  :md  otlr.u' oM  set- 
tlers of  tint  to's\  ii  being  frieiidl}  to  tiie  enter[»risc. 
d'he  rigbt-(;f-w:iv  was  obt, lined  at  a co-^t  of 
$2,248  from  eigliteiMi  bin. I own-,-rs,  and  on  .\u- 
giist  18.  i.'^p.ptiic-  pio;r  i:r  lailr.aad  build  a ;,  en- 
tered upon  woik.  I'ur  the  }'ear  ensuing,  Mr. 
Bougliton  left  lbs  store  ever}'  day  to  'vork  mi  tliat 


road,  and  gave  half  ins  time  during  the  second 
year;  S.  W.  tst.  joim  worked  and  “ bossci"  the 
grading  from  beginning  to  enrl,  and  A.  Thur- 
stin drove  his  horses  in  breaking  the  fir-^t  furrows 
on  Addison  Fav's  farm.  Henrv  Lnndv  was  not 
often  called  to  wank,  nor  did  J.  R.  Rudulph  ex- 
haust his  jrhysical  strength;  but  each  gave  moral 
.and  material  support  to  the  enterprise,  as  did  the 
other  local  stockholders  and  the  majorit}'  of  the 
citizens.  The  grading  and  the  team  'work  cost 
$1,447.60;  ties  cost  $3,366.92;  timber,  logs  and 
lumber,  $2,027.23;  one  hundred  and  one  citizens 
received  $4,627.92  for  labor;  $115.18  were  paid 
for  tools;  S.  I..  Boiightoii  received  for  traveiing 
expenses  to  Carroliton,  Ohio,  Dittsburg.  Penn.. 
'I'oledo,  Cincinnati,  Lima  and  Daiton,  $171.40, 
while  the  expenses  ot  other  agents  amounted  to 
$101.93;  cost  $625.76;  iron  and  rolling  stock, 
$9,  576.52;  freight  and  express  charges  amounted 
to  $1,384.^5;  books  and  printing  to  $73.79;  in- 
terest and  iliscount,  $ 1 , 743.46 ; the  ' D'  " at  Ton- 
togany. $802.38.  and  miscellaneous  expenses. 
$1,703.98,  or  $30,076.94  in  all.  Of  this  sum 
si\tv-lwo  men  at  Bowling  Green  gave  $ i 3,630.  7>' 
and  a few  at  Toledo  $2,445.00,  or  $16,075.78 
cash  subscri{'tion.  Bonds  would  not  sell,  but  <i 
sum  of  $3,000  was  borrowed  from  W'iiliam  Hood, 
all  tl'.c  stockholders,  sa\o  one.  being  Ijouml  se\- 
eralK'  and  individiialU'  to  pav  the  note  with  in- 
terest. In  addition,  an  assessment  of  20  per 
cent,  on  sterck  was  levied.  Tlie  comparatirciv 
heav\'  debt  urged  the  owners  to  lease  the  road  to 
-M.  T.  Wiggins  fur  ninet\' -nine  years  for  $ 1 0,000, 
but  the  sum  of  $750  or  $800  was  yet  necessar}' 
to  pa}'  up  all  debts.  W'lien  the  Wiggins  broth- 
ers desired  to  sell  their  road  to  tlie  C.  H.  X I). 
Co.,  the}' asked  Mr.  Boughton  what  he  would  de- 
mand for  a majoiity  of  tiie  stock.  He  refilled, 
“ $1,000."  Th'.'-  sum  w.'is  paid  within  six  months, 
the  last  debt  was  [>aid  with  interest,  and  the  old 
Bowling  Green  Railroad  Cb'.  was  disbandeil. 

The  Carroll  County  railroad  (including  210 
tcjiis  of  strap-rail,  5[>ikes  ami  switch  tixtures. 
purchased  at  $33  a ton;  the  ■‘t)id  HuKlah.'  a 
Seven-ton  locomotive  of  t went\  - h.orse  power,  two 
coaclu  s.  a box  car  and  two  tlat  car-;  , became 
the  propert}'  of  the  Bowling  Green  R.il!r.>.id  Co., 
in  1874.  ,\t  the  beginning  of  May.  1875.  a few 

da}'S  before  the  rmineetii.n  w.is  made  with  the 
C.  II  X D.  at  Tontogaiu,  tlie  receijits  from 
passenger  traflic  were  double  the  .iper.iting  ex- 
penses. During  the  lirst;  week  in  Ma\'.  the  ••  \ 
was  jilavee  l,  and  iMiubinatinn  trains  lelt  B iwling 
Ci'-eii  at  7 A.  M..  I.  and  5:30  r.  M . and  I'ont'i- 
ganv  at  S;iO  ,\.  M..  2:40  and  fwio  i'.  \'.  rii'.- 
total  earnings  lor  the  month  ending  July  if- 
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1S75,  atiiounted  to  $394.26,  and  the  operating 
,'\pcnses  to  $182.  The  road,  as  managed  by 
Mr.  Boughton  until  July  or  August,  1876,  met 
all  operating  expenses  and  produced  $1,000  to 
be  applied  on  the  indebtedness. 

Charles  N.  Culver,  the  first  engineer,  found 
he  had  a very  tickle  machine  to  deal  with;  but 
with  care,  he  made  regular  trips  and  kept  very 
close  to  schedule  time.  Henry  A.  Lease  acted  as 
attorney,  conductor,  passenger  and  freight  agent, 
and  man  of  all  work.  The  engineer  and  brake- 
man  were  the  only  employes  in  the  mechanical 
department.  The  road  was  built  with  the  object 
of  developing  the  interests  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  the  stockholders  and  subscribers  paid  their 
moneys  directly  witli  this  object,  rather  than 
with  the  hope  of  any  financial  returns;  but  the 
little  iron  way  met  all  its  expenses,  and  doubtless 
would  have  yielded  profits,  had  its  founders  car- 
ried their  enterprise  a little  farther  toward  mak- 
ing it  a modern  road.  On  the  death  of  Treasurer 
Beverstock,  Dr.  Manville  was  elected  to  that 
position. 

In  1878,  Mark  T.  Mhggins  leased  the  road 
for  a period  of  ninety-nine  }’ears,  the  sole  con- 
sideration being  $ 10,000.  Under  this  lease,  Mr. 
Wiggins  operated  the  road,  and  substituted  the 
“T”  for  the  strap-rail.  The  locomotive  “William 
Hood,”  superceded  the  “Old  Kuldah,"  and  the 
road  bed  was  improved.  Greater  changes  were 
yet  in  store.  A board  of  directors  was  one  of 
them.  F.  Holderman  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent, and  Patrick  Faha,  roadrnaster;  the 
capital  stock  was  increased  from  $18,000  to 
$40,000,  of  which  Mr.  Wiggins  received  $20,000 
stock  for  his  interest;  the  rolling  stock  was  in- 
creased to  three  locomotives,  two  coaches  and 
four  freight  cars,  the  road  bed  was  further  im- 
proved, and  the  little  iron  way  was  in  fair  con- 
dition, when,  in  1886,  it  was  consolidated  with 
the  C.  H.  & D.  railroad.  In  1890-91,  the 
North  Baltimore  extension  wa.-.  built  by  the  latter 
company,  and  the  Slippery  Elm  railroad  of  1874- 
75  lost  its  identity  in  the  greater  system. 

CHUKCIIHS. 

Methodism  at  Bou  ling  Green  may  be  said  to 
date  back  to  1836,  when  Lev.  .Austin  ('oleman, 
of  the  Waterville  circuit,  preached  in  the  log 
school  house,  south  of  the  village,  later,  in  v'diat 
was  afterward  known  as  the  “ Bell  school  house,  ' 
and  in  other  cabins  along  the  route  to  Water- 
^ illc.  Janies  Wood  is  said  to  have  been  the  lirst 
le.ider  of  this  Bowling  Green  clas-;,  though  fohn 
A.  Sargent  was  leader  of  the  older  class  at  his 
house.  Every  sixth  Sundav,  the  pieticher  ap- 
is 


i peared  here  before  his  little  congregation,  at  Henry 
i Shively's  house,  which  then  embraced  Peter  K’lo-;- 
j fenstem,  V.k  C.  Hunter,  John  A.  Sargent,  A'freJ. 
I Thurstin,  Robert  Barr  and  Tames  AVood,  with 
; their  wives,  together  with  the  following  named 
i single  members;  Erastus,  Zelpha  and  Diannah 
i Hunter,  Margaret  Shively,  Margaret  Linsey,  Flliaa 
Hixon,  Nancy  Sargent,  Susannah  Gro\'es  and 
Isaac  Tracy.  A Sunday-school  was  organized  the 
; same  year  with  tlenry  Lundy,  superintendent. 

' Among  the  early  preachers,  other  than  Mr.  Cole- 
I man,  inay^  be  named  Wesley  Broek.  who  was 
here  in  1837,  John  Janes,  Shortis  and  Fleming 
i in  1838,  Leonard  Parker.  1838,  Adam  Menear, 

; 1839,  Rolla  H.  Chubb,  1840,  Leonard  Hill.  1841. 
Ezra  C.  Norton,  1843,  I.  J.  Killum,  1844, 
W.  W.  Winters.  1845.  and  Tb.omas  J.  Pope. 

' 1846.  Thomas  Isarkdull  and  W.  \A'.  Winter^' 
i organized  a protracted  meeting  in  1840.  which 
resulted  in  bringing  many  of  the  settlers  inro 
Methodism,  among  the  number  being  .\mbro,se 
Hollington,  now  a preacher  of  Delaware  count} . 
Rev.  F.  W.  V ertican  came  as  preacher-in-chargo 
in  1852;  N.  B.  AA'ilson  in  J853,  and  .Ambrose 
Hollington  in  1834.  Mr.  Hollington  is  still  a 
citizen  of  Ohio,  and  was  present  at  Bowling  Green 
in  July  and  August,  1895,  when  tlie  beginnings  of 
! the  church  and  school  at  Bowling  Green  were 
discussed. 

I The  first  mention  of  the  Bowling  Green  cir- 
! cuit  appears  when  David  Gray  was  presiding 
' elder  of  the  Maumee  district,  and  H.  L.  Nicker- 
son, preacher-in-charge,  in  1834  or  1833.  J. 

! Shannon  came  in  1836,  and  Martin  Perke}'  in 
' 1837.  In  1839,  S.  L.  Roberts  and  Josiah  Adams 
were  here;  J.  .A.  Shannon  and  Jason  Wilcox  in 
i860,  and  G.  Lease  and  I.  N.  Kalb  in  1x61.  The 
Conference  of  1862  divided  the  circuit  into  tW'.> 
parts,  and  again  the  Bowling  Green  part  int<> 
four  appointments.  The  eastern  part  retained 
the  name  “ Bowling  Green,  " while  the  western 
' was  given  the  name  “Gilead,"  with  Rev.  J. 

Good,  preacher  in  the  first  and  G.  Mather  in  the 
I second.  The  appointments  originally  set  ott 
i were  Bowling  Green,  Portageville.  Carrs  and. 

[ Tontogany.  (An  No\ember  14,  1 863.  Hull 

Prairie,  or  Haskins,  class,  was  added,  and  the 
five  aptirointmcnts  constitute.l  Bowling  Green 
circuit,  of  which  Rev.  J.  Go,)d  was  pri-acher-in- 
charge  down  to  fuly  23,  1863.  In  September  ■ 
that  year.  Rev.  F.  L.  Hai  jrer  succeeded,  him.  md 
served  until  his  death,  j.iiuiary  22,  I;. 

l8()8.  [ohn  lUil!)  was  appointed,  wh.  le,  m 
1 StVy  I'homas  N.  Bark  lull  wh  i w.is  h.erc  in 
i860  and  i8!'i,  wh^ui  j.'hn  ,\.  shannon  ha  I 
' charge)  succeededi  him.  ,\t  th.it  lime  the  M 'th- 


. ,in!  ■ 

I -MW 

i'.i\  .'I 

< , 

i-, I ■,. 

I 


;,  "j.r 

II 

; I 

i I I.  ■ 


I, 


; -lui. 
■Jrj;:  ^ 

■ .•■1 


‘ I ;■<  Tvs.’iV^ 


'■'l  ■] 

' . tN' InvM'',. 

, *»j  : f .7/  - rti 

■■•.n'fi  ,()■.*••  'I, IT 

•V  ■ ! I ''tV*  i;  .-li.  iff 

u -f  -*;  1 - i ^ 'ir.*  i rii'j.'  ^ ■'>'',,*11^ 

vi  w;jrr 

/.Klii'yf  ,noz;H 

A‘  ..  i;-l 

' ' i.j't  ( : •<  ■<  17 

' ■ ^ - vi.c.-iA 

■'  ' ' ■ ni!  ir 

■ ■ u:  V •■>;/ 

''  ^-i.1  ■•iC'i'J  ! ;f' 

i J II  tlj.  /I  ! 

,4-^i  .fi'inoK  .7  r.TiJI 

. I 'Vm'VA  7/  .7/ 

''  " ' ■ .'.MOi'iT,  /V^.i 


.n:-,  ^ 


, f ' . 1 1 


I'  ’'ii!:'rt  Lifjj  ' i .-i-fH;" 

.hllr'^X,  )hW 


V.7?-,  bohiiioriia 

■f/f-  :h(T  £>n$ 

• oJ  ' ' I.";,  t SH!.N>r>p  jf^. 

' , ^ no 

hr:;ro}  . , jn-ny  -jf}}  ,'j57fjj'3  /K  gah/idp',*^ 

' hid  :ff)iv,'  I /„yb  cd  suvib’fifh  slvloi^ jc  Urf'sd 
/')  1/  J<;3;4  h/,  r i/;fnnoi  obfim  ;u(  ,oico  . dt(V/ 
•t;  f d;T.  r:,,u.l  .A  -(iti:jll  .iimiJ  altihorfv^i!  0} 

*u  vK  Ji!v;'3^d  f.ijona;^Vmi>3;ri  .lolDnbnob  .^ofnoiJc 
i(1T  ^ ' J iov/;  IIr  lb  riam.'ltnn 
ir.:vi  7;'r.;'3<tt  i.l'i  icu  -.!jvn^qnht  '^Ind  bifl  li-js  .•'  nj.ni 
t;j,nd-v  vt!  t mV'.'  Sihii  ii:  ,)  biJo-J  srtT  .Jftdrnnsqc^, 

, nr. -I'd  ' ■rniV/fra  st^rn-  rni  t)dj  jjn/qolov^b  lo 
lio  lr  ' Jifoadi.;!^  b,-;;  h ti>bloHAooJ?.  oilJ  bna 

' «S'J>  fiviv/  vf)nrj-j.ib„  a-pncnii 

:.ith  ::-id  ji.-ntiJyi  )o  pqod  ortj- ^'if 


■n‘3!’- 

HI"'''  ah 

t • 

ir’yjiij.-f'jT 

i r'75^ 

■r/OJ  la/' 

.1  ;‘'lj 

,OJ  ! 

rj ) jyla 

7/ 

-d  .r.,'2 

V 

'-  r ' i >J  i 

' l),;.v,o 

. . u 

no, 

A'llidvdi 

-f<no 

l-jlofi 

Sff-J  .?;• 

" ‘-i 

' :'--rxdiO 

' ' "7  7;. 

noiliK>q 
I nr 
raa  c lol 


iiiji 


T 

i5)'i  -. 

a-j'scrnf  1 

r O'  f!'/: 

•7:7  " 

■ ;li.I" 

)0  .7 

iO  r-K'U 

' ni‘:.> i ] 

/ 7 h h- 

•jsifeiy 

:'!c  b:>'i 

;r,.'o";i- 

' t-j ..lit rq 

,(;Oa 

f 1 

a JO'"  rU'  fT 

.'>■•:  dd 

C-V" 

■.,; 

^•7  n' 

'Aa  ( 

OOr 

-'■  b'jvi-. 

ilIiV/ 

-M!  i*'.!' 

• ' ■'inoJ'- 

. - i 

A>  d.tj;  , 

r '"v  j 

( 

. 7 . (- 

vfiyao'i  “ 

1 ! 

‘ I’' 

IT. '7 

njTxh  <c 

■ • t j 1 : M ' 

'■  blj/..  ■ 

• HOD  vht  i.i  I 

’Tji.'ii 

h 1 1 ,7  “ 1 

il/.' 

' , ( 

* • 7 "tv  a; 

: ■yrii 

1 0 - C'C'  '-“I  t 

t .'.Mi  i i!:/'y  i'^'  -r'/r." 

' ' ' n I ■; ■iy'iyt  j . 

- 7ii  b 

'■'  ■ ■'.’a;i  /yi><) , V,' 

.v,r:  - dr;;: 'I' 

• >' 

' ' ' '*>  ' ' n.‘,  fn j( H ' 'ij q le  ■*/,'( 

'.  ' ■■'  L d.'.id.v  l(.i  i 

i ■ d nv.-'.  ti 

' -i  .'{  s.t  .'ir- 

„;i!d  .{l^r)f<■ 

' - ■■■  ’ ' /'  ndit|_  ^y}H  i 
• ! ,/  - i 

' ■ '.d  n I ■ r i:tu:‘  od&l  1 

. ' a .1  rt’  i -%rf5  ji-r<  ji’  i i ;( /I  ff  3 , 


brifi  .bi;o>  yi^}  byjfiiyqo  :^fji^^iV/ 

■'  /^'OfffO'ybf  ydT  iiM*qs't32  arlj;  -loJ  ’’'T*' 
.rbdd'Lif'T  tM)--  adj  bsbs-dtsqne  ",booH 
-thoii  ) ,!br5vi^dq'i:i  -ri;w  hod  hfiol 
'^J0^Jvh  w bifiod  A .sdoii  ni  Jy’( 
b:>>iihHjqi;  /)irrr,(  nilliloH  ,'►1  AmpriJ 

^ ' A’  vhi'sifi'l  ■ hnK  ,}n9bfT!i>i 

aTdiVdl-95j?;i'f6j(n  a^.v/ 

vi  sar^r//  .rP.  'fHrfw  W ;6<j6,o-|.| 

« f ! ! ! f\>4  y ;i  1 .■;  4 a ■;  -i  m ? n t Sid  f i ol  3<JJ«  , 
wf  /gyvijonsbool  j3k5.'  oj 
■■;'  b.  M'b  bjjoii  $ds  ,,>3aa  tool 

'/'■  ;/iiW  ifjfqi -iljjq  yfif  ^{jyvyiq 

4rr7i'  di'  ,d?i^4‘dri  ,noYjib 

, _ (d  .a  .1^  .0  odj 

yfjJ  ’{d  3li;.nj  azr»>/  ni  I'i'ti'd'/y  yTCjV.tjtlf:Q  irfiioK^. 
4r^Ai  fn[:f  drij  brii.  ,’{naqft(o9' 

" odf'fyrvihttitbl'p.U  )?:o!  ?a 


J,(r> 

■'-'■j  bii.tr  ' If « ..V a -.ir-ayiU  • •* 

.nBiijs.’iri  4 nijanA  . / dj  ,d„:>. j 'oJ  aJsb 

>m'A  rfil)  I- . i •f*d.,»i !■«•./!  rfjv,i5t)ijY/  sfij  to.' 

iBil'v  tu  .Tjth!  to  fd'orBf 

.'>.ybrf  io';  ii'7S  llirti ; ■ aifn r/on4  (iisv/iyJifii  sitw, 
tsSkT/  or  w!io:  yd?  7ydid  hi  Ln/d’ 

Jtf>n  -3;1:  ) '.d  9','a<{  o4  b/jjfe  ?:f  •■dfj''' 

,»l;d  c'li'i  io  I'abji’yf' 

•Mfj  in  ?*i^;i5YyWo  aril  tb,  tabcaj  >bv/  ./. 

•q#’ jiifj  A/flbfttfii'  yiyvH’'  .yai/od 

•-  ' ai 


W'OOI)  COUNT y,  OHIO. 


odists  held  meetings  in  the  old  house  of  1^47, 
'A'hich  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Disciples 
church,  and  which  was  then  f 1 869)  owned  by 
the  Congregationali-'ts.  When  that  bod}’  secured 
a preacher,  Mr.  Barkdull  was  denied  the  use  of 
the  building,  and  had  to  seek  elsewhere.  Some 
time  after,  the  Methodists  found  shelter  in  the 
Presbyterian  meeting-house,  but  that  body  also 
found  a preacher  soon  after.  The  society  then 
rented  Reed’s  Hall,  in  which  services  were  car- 
ried on  until  the  new  or  present  building  was 
completed,  August  a},  1872.  Rev.  D.  R.  Cook 
succeeded  Mr.  Barkdull  in  1872;  L M.  Albright 
came  in  1S73,  and  was  reappointed  in  1875.  That 
year.  Bowling  Green  appears  to  have  been  attached 
to  the  Weston  and  Tontogany  circuit,  which  was 
served  by  Adam  D.  Barnes  and  Joseph  D.  Sims 
until  September,  1876,  when  Rev.  I.  N.  Smith 
was  appointed.  Mr.  Smith  revived  the  society 
at  J^owling  Green,  and  succeeded  in  having  it 
advanced  to  a station  again.  He  sold  the  par- 
sonage, and  app)lied  the  $700  received  for  that 
property  toward  the  liquidation  of  the  church 
debt,  fn  1879  he  purchased  a bell,  and,  on  Sep- 
tember 2C,  that  year,  ended  his  services  as  pas- 
tor, leaving  to  his  successors  a class  of  i 57  mem- 
bers and  eight  probationers.  Rev.  R.  M’allace 
was  preacher-in-charge  in  1879,  and  Rev.  X.  B.  C. 
Love,  from  1881  to  1883.  The  progress  of  this 
society  during  the  last  decade  has  been  \’ery 
marked.  To  the  activity  of  the  preachers  and 
revivalists,  as  well  as  of  the  enthusiastic  Sabbath- 
school  workers,  must  be  credited  much  if  not  all 
of  this  progress.  They  go  a long  way  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  infidelity,  and,  unknowingly,  per- 
haps, in  working  for  themselves,  do  general  good. 
The  pastors  of  the  Church  since  1883  have  been 
as  follows:  Rev.  L.  E.  Prentice,  one  year,  from 

fall  of  18S3  to  fall  of  18S4;  Rev.  G.  H.  Priddy, 
one  year,  frorn  fall  of  i884  to  fall  of  1885;  Rev. 
C.  W.  Taneyhill,  three  years,  from  fall  of  1885 
to  fall  of  1888:  Rev.  Mb  H.  Scoles,  four  vears, 
from  fall  of  1888  to  fall  of  1892;  Rev.  J.  M'.  Hol- 
land present  incumbent  , four  years,  from  fall  of 
1892  to  fall  of  1896.  The  present  membership 
is  upward  of  500. 

'r/ic  First  Fre.'^bytt  riau  Church  was  organi,'ed 
October  13,  1855,  by  Rc\’.  Perry  C.  ILildwin, 
with  the  following  named  members;  Tobia.-^  and 
Louisa  C.  Rudesill,  Addison  and  Matilda  I'aw 
John  and  Mary  livers,  Nathan  Noble,  Sidney  L. 
P>rewster,  Pluebe  M.  Moore,  (Veorge  L’mlerwood, 
Mrs.  L'ndcrwnod,  and  .\;'iel  i>.  Bradlev  and  wife. 
Tl'.e  election  lor  elders,  which  took  place  the 
same  i.lay,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Messrs.  l\ude- 
sill,  I'ay  and  Bradley,  who  were  at  once  onlainetl 


and  who  organized  with  Tobias  Rudesill,  clerk  cf 
session.  ,S.  L.  Boughlon  was  ordained  an  eider 
April  7,  i860,  chosen  clerk  of  session  in  October 
following;  in  April,  i860,  he  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  Ambrose  S.  Nitns, 
wife  and  son  joined  this  Church  in  1869,  and  of 
it  the  senior  Nirns  became  a ruling  eider,  a posi- 
tion he  was  holding  in  the  fall  of  1893,  thougli 
not  on  the  list  of  active  elders.  John  Coen. 
I.  Noble,  Fred  VanFleet,  D.  E.  Prosser. 
W.  T.  Reese  and  E.  H.  Boughton  were  elected 
elders  from  time  to  time,  and  were  members  • 
the  session  in  1895.  In  September  of  that  year, 
S.  L.  Boughton,  E.  A.  Barton,  Frank  \V.  Thurs- 
tin,  D.  A.  Haylor,  J.  S.  McClelland  and  Luth-r 
Black  were  elected  elders.  Mr.  Baldwin, 
organized  the  society,  resigned  the  office  of  pas- 
tor, July  30,  1865.  A year  after.  Rev.  Robert 
Herenden  was  called,  and  until  April  13.  1S67. 
preached  to  the  Presbvterians  of  Bowling  Green 
as  'veil  as  to  the  Congregationalists  of  Plain.  In 
July,  1867,  Rev.  R.  G.  McCartb.v  came,  and 
preached  here  until  1868.  Rev.  J.  E.  \’ance  ac- 
cepted a call  in  the  spring  of  1869,  and  remained 
until  April  17,  1870.  Shortly  after,  a call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  William  McElwee,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  was  installed  pastor,  June  3,  1870. 
Mr.  Boughton,  in  his  sketch  of  the  Clnirch,  tells 
of  his  deposition  by  the  Maumee  Presby  tery.  Sep- 
tember 19.  1871.  His  successor.  Rev.  J.  B.  Hub- 
bard, came  in  the  spring  of  1S72.  and  remained 
until  March,  1S79.  A few  months  later.  Rev. 
\V.  R.  Higgins  was  installed,  and  preached  here 
until  October  7,  1883.  Rev.  Henry  Cooper  came 
in  December  following,  and  was  pastor  until  July 
I,  1885.  Rev  J.  R.  Boyd  supplied  the  pulpit  until 
October  i , when  he  accepted  a call  as  pastor,  and 
attended  to  the  duties  of  that  office  until  his 
death,  February  13,  18S6.  On  June  20,  that 
year.  Rev.  George  S.  J.  Brown  was  called,  and  he 
preached  here  until  the  close  of  No\  cmber,  1894. 
On  March  i,  1895,  Rev.  R.  M.  Dillon,  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  was  installed  to  jmeside  over  the  331 
members  forming  the  societv.  The  first  house 
of  worship,  on  the  site  of  the  present  building, 
was  erected  in  1839,  and  dedicated  b'ebruary  8. 
i860.  The  present  $13,000  structure,  kno'vn  as 
the  Presbyterian  church,  was  built  in  18S8,  and 
dedicated  March  31,  1880. 

The  fVesbyterian  Salibath-school  was  organ- 
izetl  April  8,  1 860,  with  S.  L.  Bougfiton 
su|ierintendent.  Mrs.  Boughton,  treasure'’.  Tcd'i.i' 
Rudesill,  .\.  I'av,  J.  \’anC,order,  .M : •,'d.im(..>  W". 
Hood,  Lee  Moore,  B.  C.  Baldwin,  Ivi'gers.  and 
f.  \'an{jorder,  teachers.  At  that  time  the 
Church  society  embraced  fifty  members,  and.  the 
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scl’.o')!,  inciiidin"  teachers,  had  about  forty  schol- 
ars. Down  to  May,  t88o,  no  less  than  ninet}-- 
si\  ^eache^3  were  enrolled.  During  the  last 
twenty  years,  numbers  of  teachers,  corre.-^pond- 
ing  with  the  increase  in  scholars,  have  been  em- 
ployed,, the  first  superintendent  being  still  as 
active  in  Sunday-school  matters  as  in  Church 
affairs. 

77/c  Catliolii  Cliiirclt  of  Bowling  Green,  dates 
back,  as  a congregation,  to  18S3,  when  forty 
cliildrcn  made  their  first  communion  in  the  new 
church  building.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  few 
Catholic  families  of  the  central  townshipis  were 
considered  parts  of  the  Custar  congregation. 
Sometimes  Rev.  Louis  J.  Filliere,  of  Providence, 
who  for  years  attended  eighteen  stations  in  Wood 
and  Lucas  counties,  came  to  visit  the  people. 
I'ather  Hyacinthe  Kollop  succeeded  him,  but  Dr. 
Leeming  was  the  pastor,  who,  in  1883,  prepared 
the  cliildren  referred  to  above.  It  was  Father 
Kollop  who  built  part  of  the  present  chapel.  In 
later  years,  the  now  celebrated  young  Paulist, 
Father  Kress,  was  resident  pastor,  preceding 
h'ather  Schriener,  the  piresent  priest  of  Bowling 
Green  and  C}'gm't.  The  development  of  the  oil 
field,  and  the  general  ad vance  toward  modernism, 
brought  to  BowlingGreen  a number  of  Catholics, 
•SO  that  with  the  exception  of  a few  old  families 
who  adhered  to  the  faith,  the  congregation  is 
made  up  of  new  citizens  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
boring country.  The  pastoral  residence,  the  ad- 
dition to  the  church  building,  and  improvement 
of  the  gT(junds  are  all  the  works  of  the  present 
congregation,  while  the  librar\-  was  mainly  col- 
lected by  P'ather  Kress 

1 hi’  Baptist  Chnych  at  BowlingGreen,  was 
organized  March  27,  1858,  at  the  house  of  S.  L. 
Boughton,  D.  .■\very  being  moderator,  and  S. 
L.  Boughton,  clerk.  On  March  31.  W.  Legally, 
/.  F.  Whlliston,  M.  1).  L.  Buell,  S.  L.  Boughton, 
Mrs.  W'ebb  and  Mrs.  Boughton  signed  articles  of 
association.  William  Legally  was  the  clerk  in 
i860.  That  organization  disbanded,  and  little  if 
anything,  is  known  of  it  by  the  moderns  of  the 
town.  The  record,  however,  is  at  Haskins,  and 
from  it  the  above  minute  of  the  society’s  begin- 
ning was  made. 

The  present  society,  known  as  the  I'irst  Bap- 
tist Church,  was  organized  September  29,  1878, 
with  the  following  named  members:  Rev.  James 
.\bbott  and  Caroline  Abbott.  Rev.  F.  B.  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Turner,  Mrs.  |.  11.  Sands,  George 
and  Mrs.  .A.  O.  iximberlin,  Thomas  W.  Knight, 
Sr.,  and  'riiomas  W.  Knight,  [r.,  .\m\  and  I'.llen 
Knight.  David  Holbrook.'  W.‘ S.  Haskell.  I.  W. 
k layton  and  Mrs.  'I'lieodosia  Wade.  The  articles 


of  incorporation  were  filed  .\pril  15.  iS’80,  when 

I.  W.  Clayton,  B L.  xAbbott  and  George  Kim- 
berlin  were  elected  trustees,  1.  W.  Clayton,  clerk, 
and  James  Adams,  president.  7'he  work  of 
church  building  was  then  entered  upon,  trie  cor- 
ner stone  placed  Jul_\  20,  18S0,  b\-  Rev.  James 
xAdarns  Gvho  was  the  pastor  from  December, 
1878,  to  I'ebruary,  1882),  and  the  house  com- 
pleted in  the  fall,  at  a cost  of  $3,500.  M.  W. 
Homes  was  pastor  from  x-\.pril,  1S83,  to  June, 
i886;J.  H.  Palmer,  from  .\ugust,  1886.  to  Oc- 
tober, 1890;  and  Re^■.  Herbert  -Agate  from  julv. 
1891,  to  the  present  time.  There  were  F2J 
members  belonging  to  this  society  in  Januarv. 
1896,  as  reported  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Sands,  the 
church  clerk. 

The  United  Brethren  Chnrcii  was  organized 
in  1874,  with  a few  members.  I'or  forty  years 
pirior  to  that  time  itinerant  preachers  of  this  de- 
nomination visited  Bowling  Green,  Rev.  John 
Grom  being  the  pioneer  in  the  work.  Societies 
were  organized  east,  west  and  south  of  the  \illage, 
as  related  in  the  sketches  of  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ  of  Beaver  Creek,  Center  and  Portage, 
and  to  these  societies  the  modern  Morav  1 3.  n s o t 
this  town  belonged.  In  1880,  the  local  class 
w'as  sufficientlv  strong  to  build  a house  of  wo''- 
ship;  the  trustees  selected  a lot  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Court  and  Summit  streets,  and  by  the 
close  of  the  year  a brick  house,  60x42  feet  in 
area,  was  completed  at  a cost  of  S5.000  for  hoU'-:- 
and  lot.  Rev.  J.  M.  Crini  was  the  active  ."pint 
in  beginning  this  enterprise,  but  Rev.  J.  P.  i.e.a 
was  the  pastor  during  the  finishing  p.eriod  ani  at 
time  of  dedication.  In  1S93,  the  house  wa;-  le- 
modelled  and  enlarged  at  a cost  of  $4,000.  In 
1890,  Rev.  J.  W.  Hicks  suggested  the  buihhng 
of  a parsonage,  and  the  present  house  resulted, 
the  cost  being  $i,8oo.  The  growth  of  the  so- 
ciety was  slow  for  many  years,  but.  since  iSuo. 
it  has  been  rapid,  the  membership,  at  the  close 
of  1893,  being  450.  while  G.  A.  Smith  preside^ 
over  a large  and  flourishing  Sunday-schc^ol.  Tne 
pastors  who  Ir.ue  served  this  Church  from  i '^74 
to  the  present  time,  are  named  as  follows;  Rev. 

J.  Long,  1874;  F.  B.  .Mower,  1873;  ().  F.  Ram- 
sey. 1S76;  L.  Martaiu.  1878;  ].  M.  Crmi. 

J.  P,  Lea,  1879;  j.  W.  Fastman.  18S2;  H. 
Doty,  1883:  J.  F.  Hill,  1884;  .A.  B.  Leonard.. 
i883:J.  W.  Hicks.  1888;  H.  D(.ity,  1891.  an  I J. 
H.  .\rnold.  1893. 

I'he  Chnreh  v'  Cir-i<f.  though  litt'e  i \ fi; 
teen  tears  old,  is  one  of  the  prosp.-o religi  .us 
Sv.K'ioti-'s  of  the  t(wvn.  Th.ere  were  22;  men  hors 
enrolleij  (Ui  [.inuarv  1.  1890,  who  subs,  riln  .1 

$1,868.  19  for  the  siderea'  t ear  1893.  Nmet<-o  ; 
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of  the  number  paid  more  than  their  assessment, 
102  paid  the  assessment,  forty-eight  paid  a por- 
tion of  their  dues,  and  fifty-eight  took  no  notice 
of  the  financial  part  of  their  duty  as  members.  The 
figures  are  taken  from  Secretary  Horn’s  report 
made  January  i,  1896.  While  the  title  given 
above  is  the  legal  one,  though  in  the  Eastern 
States  the  followers  of  Ale.xander  Campbell  are 
generally  known  as  “ Disciples"  and  in  the  West- 
ern States  as  “Christians.”  The  society  was 
organii^ed  in  1S82,  by  J.  V.  Updike,  with  fourteen 
members.  The  lot  fronting  on  Main  street,  and 
the  old  Methodist  building  of  1847,  which  stood 
thereon,  were  purchased  from  the  Congregation- 
alists  in  1882,  and  the  house  was  used  for  pur- 
poses of  worship  until  1890,  when  Daniel  Mercer 
bought  and  removed  it  to  his  property.  The 
present  commodious  buikiing  was  erected  on  its 
site  in  1890. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Bowling 
Green  elected  trustees,  January  13,  1868,  and  filed 
articles  of  association.  N.  Noble,  Philander 
Raymond  and  N.  L.  Badger  were  the  trustees; 
William  Irons,  at  whose  house  the  meeting  was 
held,  presided.  In  1869  the  trustees  purchased 
the  old  Methodist  building,  and  secured  the  serv- 
ices of  Charles  Irons  as  preacher;  but  within 
thirteen  years  they  sold  the  building  to  the  Dis- 
ciples, and  disbanded  in  1882  or  1S83. 

The  Seventh  Day  Atlventists  of  Bowling 
Green  signed  articles  of  association  March  6, 
1879,  and  elected  J.  B.  Craw,  R.  A.  Boardman 
and  H.  H.  Van  Camp,  trustees.  The  society 
struggled  along  for  a short  period,  but  left  the 
field  to  the  older  organization,  a few  miles  north- 
ward. The  Free  Methodist,  Free-Will  Baptist, 
Church  of  God,  and  a few  other  earnest  sects  also 
appeared  here. 

CEMETERIES. 

The  old  cemetery  of  Bowling  Green,  which 
now  may  be  called  its  own  caretaker,  was  donated 
to  the  settlement  by  Robert  Barr.  Prior  to  its 
establishment,  two  children  of  Presley  W'alker 
were  burieclon  the  dune  or  ridge.  After  being  set 
apart  for  burial  purposes,  the  wife  of  Robert  Barr 
was  interred  in  the  sand,  and  ne.xt,  Robert  Barr, 
himself.  Margaret  Arbuckle  was  the  third  person 
buried  there.  , In  1891,  while  the  transfer  of 
the  remains  of  the  dead  was  in  [irogress,  her  skel- 
eton was  found  intact,  with  a part  of  the  long 
hair  well  preserved. 

The  headstones  now  standing  in  tlie  old  cem- 
etery tell  tlie  following  tales  of  those  who  were 
interred  there  pritjr  to  1850:  Elisha  .Morse,  1834; 
Mary  Wilson.  1837;  Rev.  I.  \'auTassel,  March  2, 


I 1849;  Mary  Gatehouse,  1S48;  Joseph  Hcllimrton, 

\ 1847:  Anna  Sage,  Roswell  Sage  and  Mar_\-  C. 

Powell,  1848;  \’an  R.  Smith,  1849;  James  Smith 
; and  C.  O.  Stacy,  1846;  T.  Osgood,  1848;  Lydia 
: Wood,  Julia  Fay  and  Maranda  Fay,  1849. 

, In  1872.  the  newspapers  agitated  the  question 
of  a new  cemetery,  and  the  agitation  was  success- 
^ fill.  Prior  to  April  23,  1888,  a report  to  the 
council  shows  that  nine  bodies  were  removed 
from  the  old  cemetery  down  to  that  date.  The 
new  burial  ground  is  modern  in  its  landscape 
’ gardening  and  its  monuments,  Many  of  the 
stone  and  bronze  reminders  of  the  dead  are  art 
works  of  which  many  an  older  and  more  populous 
community  in  Ohio  might  well  be  proud. 

; MISCELL.WEOUS  SOCIETIES. 

i 

' Bowling  Green  of  the  “I'oities"  and  “ Fif- 
i ties  ” had  its  quiet  social  as  well  as  its  quiet  busi- 
ness character.  The  Masonic  lodge,  the  Know- 
nothing  council,  the  churches,  the  Lyceum,  the 
■ Sunday-school  and  band  were  really  social  organi- 
' zations,  designed  to  gratify  the  social  demands  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  first  brass  band  organized 
was  that  of  which  Edward  Gossett,  the  tavern- 
keeper,  was  leader  and  instructor,  until  Guido 
Marx,  of  the  Neiblung  settlement,  was  employed 
a.s  instructor,  late  in  the  ' ‘ forties. " Nathan  Moore, 
now  of  Toledo;  J.  D.  Smith,  Miles  Deshler,  E. 
Winchester  and  S.  W.  St.  John  were  the  first  aiid 
principal  musicians.  In  later  years  R.  Peck 
was  known  as  leader.  Smith  was  the  collector 
of  airs,  who  would  whistle  what  he  heard  tiir  Ed 
Gossett.  Gossett  would  write  it  out,  and  give 
each  performer  his  part.  In  1855,  when  the 
cornetist,  Nathan  .Moore,  moved  awa\,  the 
organization  fell  to  pieces.  Since  that  tune 
various  brass  bands  have  come  and  gone; 
orchestras,  too,  with  singing  societies,  literary 
societies,  choirs,  etc.,  have  appeared  and  dis- 
appeared; but  amid  all  the  changes,  the  progress 
of  such  associations  has  been  like  that  of  the  city, 
so  that  to-day  it  is  difficult  to  pick  out  an  adult 
atom  of  the  population  who  does  not  belong  to  a 
religious,  secret,  benevolent,  musical  or  literary 
society. 

Wood  County  Lodge,  .\o.  irs,  F.  F .1.  J/. . 
may  be  said  to  date  back  to  1842.  when 
Morris  Brown,  a teacher,  farmer  and  man-of-all- 
work,  called  the  Masons  of  this  county  to  meet 
at  the  Mission  farm,  in  .Middleton  township,  for 
j the  purpose  of  organi.dng  a lo  Igc  of  M.i'  ui^.  ,\ 
year  later,  on  June  7.  1843,  the  lodge  as  organ- 
ized under  dis[-»onsatii)n.  grunted  .April  2 . In 
October  following  the  charter  was  granted,  to 
Martin  Warner,  David  Maginnis,  Sr.,  S\l\am,s 
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Hatch,  Ernilius  AVood,  Morris  McMillen,  Jairus  i 
Curtis,  Morris  Brown  and  l^eonard  Pierce,  and  ! 
the  place  of  meeting  hxed  at  AVood's  log  cabin,  ! 
near  the  present  \’illage  of  Tontogany.  In  1849, 
the  lodge  was  moved  to  Selkirk’s  Corners,  near  the  j 
Klopfenstein  residence  in  the  S.  E.  corner  01  , 
Bowling  Green;  but  in  1854,  a room  was  rented  in  ’ 
the  George  H.  Thomas,  or  old  hotel  building,  on  ! 
Main  andAAMoster  streets,  .at  $10  a year.  A few  i 
years  later,  meetings  were  held  in  the  J.  AA  Owen 
building,  where  is  now  the  Boston  store,  and  in  ■ 
1S70  in  the  Rogers  & Alanvilie  brick  building.  | 
The  membership  in  August,  1894,  was  131.  The  ' 
worshipful  masters  of  No.  1 1 2,  from  1 843  to  1895.  j 
are  named  as  follows;  Jairus  Curtis,  1843;  Erni-  j 
lius  AAMod,  1847,  1848,  and  1855;  Aforrison  Me-  I 
Millen,  1849;  AVilliam  K.  Peck,  1850  to  close  of  | 
1854;  J.  Ralston,  1856;  M.  B.  Tracy,  1858;  L.  i 

E.  Dubbs,  i860  to  December,  1862,  and  1864  to  | 

December,  1866,  and  in  1871;  James  M.  Lamb,  i 
1863;  S.  L.  Boughton,  1 867  to  December,  1873,  | 
and  1 877  to  December,  1S78.  and  1 884  to  Decern-  j 
ber,  1885;  John  H.  LeGalley,  1S74  to  Decern-  ■ 
ber,  1 876,  and  i 88 1 to  December,  1 882,  and  1 888 ; i 
J.  D.  Bolles,  1879  to  December,  1880,  and  1SS6 
to  December,  1887:  Guy  C.  Nearing,  1883; 

F.  M.  Young,  1891,  and  D.  E.  Niver,  1 889  to 
December,  1890,  and  1895;  Jfinies  M.  Gunning, 
1892-93;  M.  Munn,  1894.  The  secretaries  were 
Sylvanus  Hatch.  1843;  Samuel  Clark,  Jr.,  1848; 
A.  J.  Lamb,  1849;  J.  Bloom,  1851  to  Decem- 
ber, 1S53,  1863,  1865  to  December,  1870,  and 
1873;  H.  Shi\ely,  1854;  Isaiah  AV.  Norton, 
1856;  S.  L.  Boughton,  1857;  J.  Taylor,  1858; 
AV.  R.  Peck,  1859;  AAhlliam  Carothers,  1861; 

G.  Z.  Avery,  1862;  M.  D.  L.  Buell,  1864;  AV. 
M.  Learning,  i87i-72,and  1874-75  and '76;  J. 

C.  Lincoln,  i877;G.  C.  Nearing,  1878-79;  A.  D. 
Stewart,  1880;  John  R.  Hankey,  i88i;  George  i 
AAA  Hill,  1 8S2  to  December,  1884;  J.  AAA  Sleppy,  ' 
1885  July  15;  C.  Erskine,  1885  to  December,  ■ 
1887;  L.  PA  James,  1888;  A.  M.  Russell,  1889;  i 
AAA  R.  Noyes,  1890;  J.  PI.  AAMtson,  1891  to  De-  ' 
cember,  1894,  and  Alexander  AA'illiamson,  1895.  ^ 

Crystal  Chapter,  Xo.  ipj,  R.  .1.  J/.,  was 
chartered  September  I2,  1889.  with  the  following 
named  members;  J.  AAA  Ganary,  A.  M.  Russell, 
Geo.  M.  Brown,  33d  degree;  J.  M.  Cunning,  S.  L. 
Houghton,  B.  R.  Taber,  N.  R.  Harrington, 
Thomas  N.  Bierly  and  P'rank  Powell.  |.  AV. 
Canary,  the  lirst  high-priest,  was  succeeded  in 
January,  1891,  by  A.  M.  Russell,  and  he  in  Jan-  | 
nary,  1892,  bv  J.  D.  Bolles.  I.  M.  Cunning,  the 
fir.st  secretary,  was  succeeded  in  January,  1891, 
by  Guy  G.  Nearing,  who  retired  in  January,  1892,  ' 
when  the  present  incumbent,  Thomas  PA  Conley, 


was  installed.  Dr.  Taber,  who  died  in  1891,  was 
a 33d  degree  Mason;  tlie  other  member  of  that 
degree  received  it  at  Columbus  the  night  before 
he  was  to  officiate  at  the  hanging  of  a criminal 
from  this  county.  The  membership  of  the  chap- 
ter, at  the  close  of  August,  1895,  was  sixty-six. 
The  older  chapter,  referred  to  in  the  history  of 
Perr\'shurg,  was  removed  to  Toledo  in  1S46.  so 
that  for  about  forty-three  years  the  R.  A.  M.  haj 
no  organization  in  this  county,  though  it  claimed 
a few  members. 

Centainial  Lodge,  Xo.  626.  /.  O.  O.  F. , was 
chartered  June  6,  1876,  with  the  following  named 
members:  George  J.  AAffiite  (i),  P.  M.  Ford  (2  . 
Geo'.-  PI.  Houck  (8  and  A);  AAAlliam  Goit  3 . 
(treasurer,  D.  H.  Richards,  not  a charter  men> 
berj,  H,  H.  Callin,  A.  AAA  Rudulph  (4  and  B ; 
(O.  G.  Samuel  Slocum  not  a charter  tnemben. 
Chris.  Lehman  (13),  R.  S.  Lease,  A.  E.  Rovee. 
C.  P.  Fox,  M.  (L.-S.-AA-G.,  J.  D.  Pike,  not  a 
charter  member  1,  AAA  J.  Campbell,  A\A  R.  No}  es 
(5)  and  R.  M.  Culver  (C\  officers  in  lodge  rank 
from  N.  G.  to  chaplain,  with  E.  H.  Selkirk.  S.  P. 
Harrison,  J.  AAA  English,  Joseph  Buttneff.  Fred. 
AAAttmer,  Charles  Noyes,  B.  A.  AAdlliams,  George 
AVolf  and  PAdson  Goit,  Sr.  The  [last  grands  in 
the  order  of  election  and  in  good  standing  are 
those  after  whose  names  the  numerals  stand 
above,  with  J.  C.  Lincoln  (6);  P'.  B.  Roath 
and  D);  Guy  C.  Nearing  (9  and  F);  A.  PI. 
pdoardman  (10  and  E.^);  J.  R.  Plankevfii  and 
J);  J.  S.  McClelland  (12  and  K);  F.  ‘A.'  Baid- 
win  (14  and  N);  H.  G.  Hixon  1.15  and  L ; Ft. 
S.  Parker  (16  and  P);  D.  J.  Cargo  (17  and  R ; 
Jay  Simons  (iS  and  S) ; J.  P.  Marshall  (19  and 
T);  AAAlbur  Simons  (20  and  U);  M.  L.  Case  2i 
and  A");  G.  S.  J.  Brown  ('22  and  AA’);  J.  AAA 
Underwood  (23  and  X);  Ira  C.  Taber  (24  ; C.  G. 
McCauley  (25  and  Zj;  AAA  PI.  Smith  (26L  Geo. 
AAA  Fearnside  (27);  J.  B.  Miller  (28  ,;  J.  B.  New- 
ton (29  and  G.);  H.  PI.  Reid  (30);  AAA  AAA  H.art- 
man  (31);  R.  B.  Moore  (32):  C.  T.  AAMllace  ; 
S.  S.  Hopkins  (34):  and  J.  G.  Ralston  (35  . The 
past  grands  admitted  by  card  are  T.  C.  Reid,  J. 
R.  Lundy,  George  Cessna,  E.  AAA  Poe,  D.  L. 
Prosser,  j.  C.  Monks,  E.  A.  Bernard  and  M.  A. 
McKendree.  There  have  been  thirt_\  -five  incum- 
bents of  the  secretary’s  office  down  to  September. 
1895.  The  members  named  abo\'e,  after  wlv.‘'se 
names  letters  are  placed,  served  in  alphabetuMl 
order,  J.  P.  Latshaw  being  the  8th,  S.  .A.  Br»'wn 
the  Oth,  S.  P.  Harrison  the  15th,  j.  .A.  Nofue 
the  17th.  aiul  :A.  O.  Sa\lor  the  25th  incuinbei.t. 
Since  the  clo.se  of  C.  G.  McC:uile\'s  term.  ..s 
the  26th  secretarv,  G.  AAA  p'earnsido,  J.  B.  .Miller. 
H,  H.  Reid,  J.  J.  Devlin.  R.  B.  .Moore.  J.  AAA 
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I'nderwood,  C.  T.  Pope  and  W.  B.  Thomas 
have  filled  the  office.  In  january,  1896,  D. 
Pugh  was  installed  as  nohle  grand,  and  William 
Lehman,  recording  secretar3a  Robert  Minear, 
W.  B.  I horaas,  J.  Sliuions  and  J.  Underwood 
were  elected  officers  of  the  lodge  at  that  time. 

Gi'i'cn  Hneampinent . /.  0.  O.  , instituted  ' 
June  14,  1877,  was  named  in  honor  of  the 

spot  50  called  by  General  Hull  in  his  march 
toward  Detroit.  K.  W.  McMahan  was  C.  P.  ; 
A.  W.  Rudulph,  H.  P. ; A.  j.  Orrne.  S.  W. ; J. 
C.  Lincoln,  J.  W.  ; T.  C.  Reid,  scribe;  and  G. 
M.  ILown,  treasurer.  The  encampment,  known 
in  the  charter  as  No.  210,  is  a powerful  organiza- 
tion, recruited  from  Centennial  Lodge. 

Rchckah  Lodge,  Xo.  pSj,  was  chartered 
August  II,  1893,  the  following  ladies  being  among 
the  members:  Sattie  Hankey,  Mary  Hopkins, 

Allie  Hartman,  Anna  Marshall,  P'lora  Hopkins, 
Marie  Wittmer  and  Hattie  Parmenter.  There 
were  six  male  members.  The  oftice  of  noble 
grand  was  held  by  Sattie  Hankey  from  August, 
1893,  to  Jul^y  1894;  Hattie  Parmenter  to  Jan- 
uary, 1S95;  Altie  De  Riar,  to  July,  1895;  and 
Hattie  Cargo  to  January,  1896.  The  secretary- 
ship was  held  by  R.  B.  Moore,  from  organization 
to  Septenrber  27,  1S93.  Altie  De  Riar,  Hattie 
Cargo,  Cora  Avery,  and  Kate  Bever,  followed  in 
the  order  given,  Mrs.  Bever  being  the  secretaiw  at 
the  close  of  1895.  The  hnancial  secretaries  have 
been  Marie  AVittmer  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rearing. 
There  were  ninet}'-six  members  enrolled  on  Sep- 
tember 18,  1896,  and  the  lodge  was  altogether 
flourishing. 

\\’ashingto)i  Camp,  Xo.  ig,  P.  O.  .S',  of  A., 
is  in  a measure  a revival  of  the  Council  of  1S54, 
with  the  same  patriotic  and  personal  motives, 
but  wanting  in  the  political  influence  of  the  old 
Council.  It  was  organized  April  11,  1892,  and 
chartered  June  13,  that  year.  i\f.  S.  Davenport 
was  the  first  president,  W.  M.  Coller,  the  second, 
followed  by  Abel  Comstock,  C.  C.  Potter,  X.  R. 
Harrington,  L.  W.  Coy  and  Henry  I.  Deel,  the 
councillor-in-chief  at  the  close  of  1895;  re-cdected 
in  Januarv,  1896,  and  now  presiding.  H.  B. 
Brooks,  the  financial  secretary,  and  X.  R.  Bar- 
rackman,  the  recording  secretar\',  were  also  re- 
elected, with  A.  M.  Neifer,  treasurer;  \\k  .V. 
Keys,  vice  president;  H.  A.  Stacy,  M.  of  b'. ; W . 
A.  Moore,  conductor;  E.  L.  Kitchen,  inspector; 
F".  Beebe,  guard;  Otis  Mollencup,  Ceo.  Hannon, 
Ray  Ketchum  and  Leroy  Chase,  sentineL.  'I'hoy, 
with  about  sixty-seven  other  patriots,  were  mem- 
bers on  September  14,  1895. 

Royal  Arcannin,  ll'ood  Coiineil,  Xo.  2'^y,  was 
chartered  Xovember  13.  1879,  with  the  following 


named  members:  J.  R.  Swiggert  C , F.  B. 

Roath.  A.  E.  Royce,  R.  W.  McMahan  C:  . R.  S. 
Parker  (7),  P'.  H.  Boughton  ig),  E.  W.  Merry, 
George  \\k  Hill  (6;,  H.  C.  I'rederick,  R.  C.  Kin- 
ne\',  George  W.  Gaghan,  13.  R.  Taber.  George 
j.  White,  Irvin  A.  Noble,  I.  L.  Hanke\  , John  R. 
Hankey  (5),  J.  D.  Bolles  (3),  W.  Curry.  P'rank 
A.  Baldwin,  P'.  Von  Kanel,  G.  H.  Hanck  and 
M.  Faws.  The  members  wiio  served  as  re- 
gents are  denoted  by  the  numerals  in  the  order 
of  election,  the  regent  in  September,  1895,  being 
John  M'.  Canary.  The  office  of  secretary  was 
held  first  by  M.  .-k.  P'aws.  next  by  I'.  .A.  Bald- 
win. then  by  Nos.  7,  4,  5,  i and  3,  as  given 
above,  as  well  as  by  Ira  C.  Taber,  C.  E.  Hunter 
and  j.  M.  Cunning.  P".  B.  Roath,  the  secretary 
in  1895,  reported  forty-two  members  on  Septem- 
ber I,  1895.  deaths  reported  are  J.  R.  Swig- 

gert, 1890;  P'.  \’on  Kanel,  1893;  and  Robert  C. 
Kinney,  1895.  To  the  heirs  of  each  $3,000 
were  paid,  in  all  $9,000  since  1S79. 

Kress  Commandery,  Xo.  20/,  Knights  0/  St. 
John,  is,  as  the  title  implies,  a uniformed  asso- 
! ciation.  While  giving  it  a place  here,  among 
secret  societies,  its  work  is  not  secret  in  any 
- particular.  The  uniform  resembles  that  of  the 
I Knights  Templar,  while  its  governing  principle  or 
constitution  is  based  on  that  of  the  I’ortugal  or- 
der, founded  after  the  interdict  o'!!  the  older  chiv- 
alrous orders  of  the  Church. 

Wiley  Post,  Xo.  /6,  G.  A.  A’.,  was  named  in 
honor  of  Ifnoch  B.  W'iley,  a Pennsylvanian,  who 
settled  at  Perrysburg  in  1S52,  moved  to  Bowling 
Green  in  1857,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  2ist 
O.  V.  I.,  August  29,  1861.  was  wounded  at  .Stone 
River.  December  31,  1862,  and  died  January  5. 

; 1863.  The  charter  was  issued  to  this  Post  .April 
; 8,  I 88  I.  The  members  named  in  the  charter  of 
! April  8,  iS8i,are:  W.  R.  Noyes,  J.  D.  Bolles  fi). 
j J.  .A.  Shannon,  E.  W.  Merry,  j.  R.  Hankey, 
C.  W.  E\ers,  A.  Comstock  (2),  R.  C.  Kinney, 
M.  S.  Davenport,  Oliver  Goodman.  H.  C.  Old- 
roN’d  \6).  George  W.  Calkin  (8_),  Daniel  Coller, 
Milton  Zimmerman,  George  Mb  Vail.  1'.  E. 
Hammond,  G.  C.  Nearing  (4),  T.  J.  .Averv, 
W.  .Miller,  A.  K.  Vail,  .V  T.' L.iihrop,  J.  V. 
Pettys,  D.  L.  Hixon,  Henry  G.  Hixon,  Lewis 
I Wilbur,  James  Hugb.es,  W.  H.  Wood,  Mb  Cal- 
lahan, John  H.  Reid,  II.  Goodenough,  .A.  J. 
Orme,  Reason  Bates,  E.  G.  Wetmore,  J'  im 
, Parker,  E.  Constable,  Charles  Decker,  b'hn 
Russell,  James  Russidl,  T.  P.  Howard,  D.  W . H. 

I Day  (3  , R.  Wballare,  |.  B.  Newt(.ui  ^ . II 
Terrv,  |..C.  Courtnex',  R.  \bin  Tassel.  lames  W. 
English  and  William  \^’akefiel<L  riicre  were 
only  fifty-three  members  in  December,  1S84  the 
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post  having  lost  three  of  its  members  by  death 
and  many  by  resignation  of  membership,  .\gain, 
several  soldiers  whose  names  were  on  the  peti- 
tion were  not  mustered  in,  so  that  the  majority 
of  the  lifty-three  comrades  of  1884,  were  really  ; 
new  members.  The  commanders  elected  from 
the  charter  members  are  denoted  by  numbers  in  , 
the  above  list,  e.xcept  J.  N.  Baker,  the  seventh, 
and  J.  W.  Canary,  the  ninth  in  order  of  service. 
The  position  of  adjutant  has  been  held  by 
Comstock,  I.  A.  Noble,  Theo.  .Alexander,  A.  S. 
Kush,  C.  T.  Pope,  G.  C.  Nearing,  C.  P'inkbeiner, 
John  McLaughlin  and  James  M.  Cunning.  There  ; 
are  seventy-two  members.  ‘ 

Camp  Ordiaay,  No.  ?,  N.  of  fh,  named  after 
Hiram  Ordway,  of  ('ompany  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  j 
who  was  killed  at  Jonesboro,  Ga..  .August  31, 
1864,  was  chartered  November  19,  1882.  The 
original  members  were  E.  AV.  Poe,  E.  E.  AGil, 
C.  AA'.  A'ail,  John  L.  A'onker,  L.  L.  A’onker,  1 
George  Swigart,  PA  AAA  Strong,  E.  Barber,  I.  N.  . 
Burket,  H.  McCarty,  AAAlliam  Bates,  PA  P.  An- 
drews, D.  AAdietstone  and  George  Rogers.  E.  AAA  ' 
Poe  was  captain  until  January,  1885,  when  L.  L. 
AMnker  was  installed.  There  were  thirty-five 
members  at  the  close  of  December.  1884.  1 

The  Wood  County  Soldiers’  and  Sailors'  As- 
sociati-m  was  presided  over  in  1S84  by  F.  M.  i 
Young,  with  L.  PPack,  secretary;  J.  K.  Hankey, 
treasurer;  and  J.  AAA  Thompson,  chaplain. 

The  Ohio  Division,  Sons  of  l^eterans,  though  : 
organized  at  Toledo,  January  8,  18S3,  maybe  ! 
considered  a AA’ood  county  institution,  because, 
on  July  9,  1884,  the  headquarters  were  trans-  | 
ferred  to  Bowling  Green,  and  a number  of  AATod  ! 
county  men  elected  State  officers.  PA  AAA  Poe,  1 
AV.  B.  Ayres.  L.  L.  Yonker,  I.  N.  Burket, 
PI.  L,  Davis,  G.  .A.  Repass,  C.  PL  (megg  and  - 
A.  S.  Muir,  being  among  the  number.  j 

I'he  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  known  as  AAAley  ; 
Relief  Corps,  No.  85,  was  organized  May  26,  j 
1885,  chartered  two  days  later,  with  Malona  i 
AViley  f i ),  president;  josephine  AA'ood  and  Rosa  ' 
Comstock  (4),  vice-presidents;  Georgia  P)lack  (A), 
secretary;  Emma  Hankey,  treasurer;  Harriet 
Rush  { 5),  chajilain;  Asenith  Hixson,  conductor; 
a'ld  Stella  A'’ail,  guard.  The  unofficial  members 
were  Margaret  AAiil,  Cora  Potter,  Julia  M.  Has- 
hins,  Caroline  Poe,  Sarah  C.  Ifvers,  Mary  Case, 
Alice  Gaghan,  Martha  Terry,  Celostia  Russell, 
Alary  Feet,  .Alice  L.  Noble,  Caroline  AA'.  Merry, 
Mary  Kramer  fD),  Mary  .AfeCarty  (2  and  7). 
Jennie  ('rarner,  Eetitia  Sr.llivan,  P'annie  Biggs, 

C lara  Clough,  Rebecca  Hughs,  [Liza  Boughton. 
Hattie  B.  A'oung  f 8 and  B ),  Carrie  .Noyes,  .Alice 
^imotis,Cleantha  AA'alker,  Mary  Bordner,  Rebecca 


.Alexander,  .Ada  Thurstin,  Emma  Ph.elps,  fane 
Dupoy,  Elsie  Thomas,  Martha  Bates  and  Han- 
nah McCarty.  Of  tbeeiglo'  presidents  the  namo.s 
of  six  are  denoted  in  the  list  of  ch.irter  members  by 
the  number  after  the  name.  Lucinda  Lathrop, 
the  third  president,  and  PHvira  Sears,  the  sixth, 
were  not  charter  members.  The  secretaries  have 
been  Georgia  Black,  Hattie  B.  A'oung,  M iry  E. 
Hopkins,  Mary  Kramer  and  Sattie  Hankev,  while 
the  present  secretary  is  Hattie  N.  Lenliart.  The 
membership,  on  September  13,  1895,  forty- 
three. 

Kenneth  Lodge.  Xo.  lyd.  AA  of  P.,  elected 
the  following  named  officers  in  P'fecember,  [89;; 
Master  of  work,  C.  C.  Potter;  chancellor,  George 
Monroe;  vice-chancellor,  .A.  AA  Powell;  prelate. 
Milt  L.  Nelson;  niaster  at  artns,  AAA  B.  Beach; 
master  of  finance,  C.  D.  A'cnker;  master  of  ex- 
chequer, C.  S.  Rex;  keeper  of  records  and  seals, 
Harry  P'leishman;  outside  guard.  Joe  Strubbie: 
tvustees,  C.  J Finney,  CA  S.  Ivex  ami  PA  G. 
Doane;  and  representative,  J.  G.  Starn. 

Wood  Camp,  Xo.  16,  Woodmen  otthe  H ’o/dd, 
was  presided  over  in  1895  by  M.  .A.  Ireland  tts  C. 
C.,  with  C.  M.  Foster,  secretary.  AA'hile  the 
Camp  is  the  senior  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  as  an 
organization,  the  membership  is  much  smaller. 

'TvJit  Xo.  6’p,  K.  O.  T.  .1/,.  installed  the  fol- 
lowing named  officers  in  January,  1895;  H.  B. 
Brooks,  AAA  AAA  .Mann,  C.  .M.  Foster,  D.  C A'an- 
A'oorhis,  Owen  Krum,  H.  Martindale,^  .M.  .A.  Mc- 
Kendree,  AA'illiam  Nailor,  AAAlliam  Dennis.  E.  C. 
Baile)'  and  E.  Le'une.  The  charter  was  's?i;ed 
March  2,  [893,  to  twenty-seven  members,  among 
whom  were  R.  F.  Morrison,  P.  C. ; M.  .A.  Mc- 
Kendree,  C.;  H.  C.  Brown,  R.  K.,  and,  John 
Crane,  F.  K. 

The  Uniformed  Ranh,  K.  O.  T.  M..  v.  as.,.r- 
ganized  October  li,  1895,  Lincoln  Di\isi(.n 
No.  7,  and  took  at  once  a leading  place  amotig 
the  uniformed  societies  of  th.e  count}-.  The 
original  ir.enibers  ^vere  S.  AA'.  Bolles,  L.  |.  Bow- 
ers. AV.  P.  Cobley.  L.  AV.  Coy,  AV.  B.  Eastwood. 
C.  M.  Foster,  John  Gcntelmen,  PA  J.  GreenfieKl. 
A Hill  Lee.  Ellis  Levine.  AV  AAb  Afann,  H. 
.Neiman,  S.  .Magill,  Sam  Reiss,  N.  .A.  McCom!''. 
H.  M.  Stae\-,  Paul  Schneblin.  lA  Tihbits.  AA'. 
A'anbuskirk,  Jacob  AA'olf.  P.  Kendall,  E.  B.  .Mc- 
Clup.g.  D.  D.  Binkle’v  and  Sam  h.pstein.  tA  M. 
Foster  -was  elected  captain. 

tlive,  Xo.  /o,  0.  I ■ M . was  t>rgani,-ed 

October  31.1  8.14,  wit'i  the  following  named  meu.- 
bers;  Cora  lA  'Aald  .'.v:!,  S.riah  lAinkev,  PI'M-.u!'  ■ 
Pftstcr,  Ha'-riet  Pirnti  nt-.-r,  J 'Sephine  K.  AAn.i  i 
.Alice  M.  Crom,  Lydia  McKendretg  E\.i  Mait.n- 
dale,  .Alaggio  C'ratner,  Minnie  M.  Degg  ind  L"- 
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rena  Nailor,  who  were  elected  officers.  The 
names  are  "iven  in  Hive  rank  from  past  com- 
mander to  picket.  The  unofficial  members  were 
Cora  Bailey,  Almeda  Beebe,  Hattie  Car;:^o,  Alma 
Clark,  W.  Diffenbaugh,  Marcia  Dair,  Almina 
Foster,  Adele  S.  Hill,  Rosa  Klearer,  Ida  E.  Lit- 
tle, Emma  Mincer,  Cora  IMonroe,  Nettie  Nieman, 
Fannie  Reiss,  Martha  and  Sarah  Terry,  Belle 
Biggs,  Carrie  Hughes,  and  one  or  two  others. 
The  present  secretary,  Josephine  R.  Wood,  re- 
ported fift3'-four  members  in  September,  1895. 

Crystal  Chapter,  A a.  i-fo,  Aational  Cnion, 
was  chartered  August  24,  1S89,  with  the  follow- 
ing named  members;  B.  E.  Abbott,  C.E.  Abbott, 
W.  S.  Catterman,  ,A.  M.  Chapman,  E.  G.  Doane, 
C.  E.  Hunter,  A.  B.  Leonard,  J.  W.  LeGalley, 
H.  S.  McBride,  Charles  Miller,  J.  P.  Marshall, 
C.  C.  Potter,  M.  A.  Repass,  C.  R.  Cook  and  L. 
T.  \"anTassel.  R.  P3.  Moore,  the  first  president, 
was  succeeded  b}'  B.  L.  Abbott,  who  was  serving- 
in  September,  1895.  J-  LeGalley,  the  first 
secretary,  was  succeeded  by  E.  G.  Doane.  There 
w'ere  thirty-eight  members  reported  in  September, 

1895- 

The  U^onien's  Christieui  Tcmpcraucc  Union 
was  organized  May  7,  18S1,  by  Josephine  Mar- 
lett.  Mrs.  Mary  McFarland,  was  elected  presi- 
dent, and  Mrs.  Jennie  Cramer,  first  secretary. 


while  the  first  members  included  the  officers 
named,  with  Mesdarnes  Austin  Taft,  A.  \'an  Tas- 
sel, D.  U.  Ames,  Luc}'  Shannon,  Adeliza  Kim- 
berlin,  Rebecca  Kane,  Julia  Hogkins,  M.  M’ig- 
gins,  Josephine  R.  Wood,  and  a fev' others.  The 
recruits  have  been  numerous,  but  to  name  all  is 
out  of  the  question.  The  union  has  worked  with 
zeal  in  the  temperance  cause.  At  one  time  these 
women  drove  the  council  to  adopt  the  local  option 
clause  of  the  Dow'  law'.  They  labored  well  in 
the  interest  of  the  Clark  School  Suffrage  bill, 
sending  to  the  House  a petition  signed  by  600  per- 
sons. A like  number  was  signed  to  the  petition 
for  the  Haskell  bill.  There  are  now'  fift\-  inem- 
ber.s  who  prosecute  the  w'ork  of  the  union  vig- 
orously. Mrs.  A.  M.  Housel,  the  late  secretarx , 
w’as  succeeded  in  1896  bv  Mrs.  M.  George:  IMrs. 
Rose  Carothers  w'as  elected  president,  and  Mrs. 
J.  Y.  Housel,  treasurer. 

BoioUng  Green  Di-eisio)!,  Xo.  jpJ,  Sons  of 
Tcmpcra)ice,  was  organized  Januar}'  22,  1849, 
with  H.  Seely,  Thomas  Jolly,  L.  C.  Lock, 
James  R.  Trac}',  Peter  Klopfenstein,  Lee  Moore, 
James  Lamb,  Nathan  Moore,  H.  L.  Burr  and  E. 
D.  Winchester,  officers  in  divison  rank. 

Other  secret  and  benevolent  societies  weie 
organized  here,  but,  owing  to  their  multiplicit\-, 
all  could  not  survive. 


CHARTKR  XXVIII. 


BLOOM  TOWNSHIP. 

-ToPOGHAI'HV PoPL'L.VTIOX PlONEERS  AND  FlKST  SeTTLERS TlIE  StKAV  ChII.O 

Land  Buyers  — Mace  Residexts,  1830  — Ax  or.n  Cemeterv  — Orgaxiz.vi  lox. 

.\N'D  FIRST  ElECTIO.V ToWXSIIIP  OfFICIAES E.VRLV  SciIOOL.'' MiLLS. 

Ago — ViEL.\GES  ; Ri.oomd  \le — B.A,u?nsTowx — Cvg- 


lNTROr>UCTOR  V 

— First 

XAMIXG  OF  ToW'XSHIP 
Etc. — Broom  Township  Thirty  A'ears 
XKT — Jerry  City. 

^ I H E history  of  this  township  begins  in  1831, 
I when  the  first  lands  were  purchased  by 

I Henr}'  Cepus  and  James  Archer,  wliile 

yet  it  formed  a part  of  the  Indian  hunting- 
ground.  Within  two  years  the  pioneers  came 
into  the  wilderness,  cleared  a few  small  tracts  in 
the  forest,  and  made  the  nucleus  round  which 
Civilization  made  her  rude  beginnings  here.  The 
exterior  lines  w'ere  sur\-eyed  in  1819.  by  Alex, 
and  Samuel  Holmes,  and  the  sections,  in  1821, 
by  S.  Bourne. 

The  Portage  river  claims  tw'o,  at  least,  of  its 


principal  feeders  in  the  w'estern  half  of  Bloom, 
while  a third  feeder  tlows  north  through  Perrv 
township,  close  to  and  almost  parallel  with  the 
east  township  line.  The  ridge  which  crosses  the 
southern  half  of  the  township,  from  east  to  west, 
though  decidcdlv  sand}'  in  composition,  forms  a 
most  pleasant  feature  in  the  landscape,  and  is 
tc-day  selected  by  many  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists as  the  site  for  their  modern  homes. 

riie  population,  in  1840,  was  437.  increased 
to  1,394  b}-  1870,  and  to  3.334  b}-  1890. 

Bloom  was  among  the  last  of  the  townships 
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of  Wood  county  to  receive  its  first  contingent  of 
I'.ioneers.  To-da\'  it  ranks  among  the  first  in 
.r^ricnltural  wealth.  The  pioneers  found  it  almost 
.i.s  uiiim  iting  as  any  portion  of  the  Black  Swamp, 
hut  many  of  them  lived  to  see  it  one  of  the 
fairest  parts  of  Ohio.  Within  the  last  forty  years 
the  drainage  system  has  been  extended  to  all  its 
sections,  the  wild  land  has  been  tamed,  and  a 
township  rich  in  predial  wealth,  and  richer  still  in 
the  industrial  character  of  its  inhabitants,  has 
grown  up  to  reward  the  laborers. 

The  story  of  the  first  settlers  was  written,  in 
ik6p  or  1868,  t>y  W.  S.  Richard,  and  from  it 
the  following-  paragraph  is  taken,  with  which  to 
begin  the  township's  history. 


In  the  winter  of  the  year  I800,  Jacob  J^eathers.  in  com- 
[i.iny  with  his  hirother  John,  Jonathan  Hay,  John  Kiser  and 
((I'lirve  Swayne,  left  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  to  visit  Bloom 
t'iwnship  for  the  jiurpose  of  selectine;  a iocation  for  future 
homes.  They  had  one  horse,  which  serverl  as  pack-horse  for 
the  conycyance  of  food  for  themselves  and  feed  for  the  ani- 
nuil.  They  traveled  west  until  tliey  succeeded  in  reachine- 
Fostoria,  then  called  and  known  as  Rome  and  Risdon,  where 
tliey  employed  Dr.  Gos-Sage’s  father  as  a guide  to  conduct 
them  on  their  way.  They  passed  through  Perry  township, 
west  into  Ifloom.  <dn  the  first  night  after  they  left  Rome 
and  Risdon,  they  encamped  on  the  east  side  of  a stream  in 
I’erry  township,  near  where  Samuel  Spitler  resided,  in  iSliS. 
They  built  up  a large  lire,  preparatory  to  eating  their  supper, 
which  Consisted  of  corn  bread,  a little  jiork  and  some  rav,- 
turnip.  After  the  meal  for  the  evening  was  dispatched, 
preparation  for  lodging  was  commenced.  Their  bed  con- 
sisted of  a large  number  of  brush  thrown  down  upon  the 
grounrl,  which  serve<.i  as  their  “chaff-tick.”  They  continued 
|iros[iecting  for  land  until  they  reached  .Sections  82  and  38, 
Hloom,  w here  they  concluded  tH  locate.  The  sun  again  ap- 
pro,iched  the  meridian,  and  their  apfietites  again  craved 
Something  to  eat.  Each  now  ritled  his  [rockets  for  the  cooked 
or  roasted  [lotatoes,  when,  to  their  asronishment,  they  found 
them  so  com[iletely  frozen  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  use. 
Tfiey  were  now  comjreiled  to  do  witfioiit  food  until  they 
again  emerged  from  the  thick  forest  into  which  they  had 
wound  Themselves.  The  conuiany  niTW  started  for  Rome, 
route  to  Bucyrus,  where  tlie  land  office  was  then  located, 
to  enter  the  land  \vhich  they  had  scdecled.  Thes'  now  iiegan 
to  arrange  their  matters  to  move  to  the  township  in  the 
spring  of  138.8.  They  stored  some  wheat  at  the  Sandiiskv 


yield  a croji.  t »n  .April  ti,  1S88.  Jacob  Leatner 
ill  Company  \vith  hi.s  bnuher  Jo]m  and  his  wit' 
d,  landed  on  Section  88.  They  iinlo.nied  thei 


mills,  which  was  to  siijiply  their  wants  until  tlie  forest  conk 
Im-  made  to  yield  a cro[i.  t »n  .April  tl,  1S88.  Jacob  Leather 
ami  his  wife, 
and  one  child, 

goods  under  a large  oak  tree,  which  was  standing  m IStb 
thi'ir  teams  consi.'-ting  of  three  horses  ami  tw(>  yok'‘  ('f  oxer 
all  attacheil  to  one  wagon.  'I  hey  were  tin-  only  white  in 
h.ihitants  in  the  township.  Indians  then  infested  the  \\oodt 
who  were  in  [iiirsiiit  of  game.  Letithers  and  biotlier  ,iccii 
pied  .1  simill  shanty,  Iniilt  bv  tlie  Indians,  for  se\eral  d.iv- 
and  until  a h.iit  conid  be  constructed,  similar  in  shajie  to  tit 
Common  sugar  house,  built  in  this  coimtiw  William,  soi 
ol  J.irob  and  I’olh  I.i  .ithers,  born  March  ii.  IS.'U,  is  said  ti 
I '.V.  dn'  hrst  Caucas.,in  child  born  Imre.  On  .April  S 

Jonathan  H:o'  . irriv  rd  anil  sotilod  on  tim  farm  inw 
ow  ned  hy  George  Blatik,  for  inerlyjolm  Baird's  l.irin. 


bk)on  after  the  arrbal  of  these  settlors, 
^-e.'ithcrs  was  consi'lerabl}’  alarmed  by  a imnibor 
'if  IiiiIkuis  calling  on  him  one  day  to  accompanj' 
^fiom  into  the  woods.  The  Indians  won;  .-u'ci's- 
htnietl  to  pass  througli  this  section  of  country  in 
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traveling  from  l.^pper  Sandosky  to  the  M.aumee 
j river,  and  on  this  occasion  lipd  lost  the  trail. 

■ They  requested  Leatliers  to  assist  them  in  again 
finding  the  path,  but  keeping  him  entirely  ignor- 
I ant  of  their  design.  The  affair  created  consid- 
I erable  suspicion,  and  no  small  degree  of  uneasi- 
I ness,  m the  mind  of  Mrs.  Leathers.  Yet  she  said 
i nothing  against  her  husband  accompanying  the 
red  faces.  Finally  they  succeeded  in  finding  the 
path  or  trail,  when  a loud  “whoop”  from  one 
of  the  number  was  given,  which  was  answered 
by  a general  yell.  They  now  began  to  collect 
together,  until  some  fifty  or  more  were  grouped. 
They  bade  adieu  to  Leathers,  thanking  him.  and 
again- proceeded  on  their  journey. 

In  October,  1833,  Daniel  and  Matthias  Rob- 
bins, with  their  families,  appeared  in  the  iores?;, 
and  the  advance  guard  of  Bloom's  pioneers  began 
their  work. 

i On  May  4,  1834,  when  Mahlon  M'hitacre 
! arrived,  he  found  Henry  Smart  living  one  and 
! one-half  miles  west  of  Bairdstown.  Henry  Copus 
I who  bought  on  Sec.  31,  and  James  Archer,  who 
I bought  his  land  on  Sec.  30.  in  1831,  settled  here 
in  January,  1S34,  together  with  the  pioneers  al- 
ready named,  and  Samuel  Heller,  whose  cabin 
w'as  on  Sec.  19.  Swayne,  it  is  said,  selected 
land  in  Perry  township,  not  conring  here  umii 
i about  1S36.  Shortly  after  that,  Swayne  was 
I caught  under  a falling  tree,  and  his  leg  so  crushei'i 
I that  amjTutation  was  necessary.  [LAY  History 
! of  Montgomery  township.]  Kiser  also  settled  in 
; Perry,  and  one  or  two  others  wTo  canre  into  tlie 
I township  selected  lands  in  other  parts  of  the 
I county. 

I On  May  25,  1834,  Frederick  Frankfather. 

; wife  and  seven  children  set  out  from  Colinnbiaiui 
1 county  to  seek  a home  here.  On  June  i:  the 
party  arrived  at  Jonathan  Hay's  house,  and  the 
day  after  the  male  members  began  to  cut  a road 
from  that  point  to  Bloom  Center.  On  the  i 3th 
the  party  moved  forward  two  miles,  where  a 
' hovel,  fourteen  feet  square,  was  erected.  On  che 
‘ 23d  ram  set  in,  and  continued  for  fifteen  'lays. 

converting  the  district  into  a lake. 

: Ora  B-aird,  wife  and  two  children  arrived,  in 

I September,  1834,  at  a point  one  mile  ^outli  (U 
I Eagleville.  There  he  got  out  logs  for  a rabin. 

I which,  with  the  help  of  the  Leathers  mul  others, 
he  raised,  shorth'  after 

The  Stmv  Chilli.  — I'ho  story  of  the  I'.'ss  ; f 
the  Frankfather  child  is  one  which  has  rvt.imei 
; its  interest  for  over  sixty  years.  On  Oct(d>vr  2;. 

! 1835,  I'rederick  I'rankfai her  and  the  older  men. 

I hers  of  the  familv  walked  to  Jonafinm  H.;y  ' 
house  to  hear  preacinng.  leaving  the  youiiec; 
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children  engaged  in  gathering  and  cracking  hick- 
ory nuts  near  the  cabin.  One  of  the  children, 
Mary,  then  four  and  a half  year.s  old,  wandered 
to  a shell-bark  liickory  in  the  woods.  Toward 
evening  her  brother  James,  then  fifteen  years 
old,  called  the  name  of  the  little  one,  but  an 
older  sister  answered.  .A.  search  was  at  once  in- 
stituted, wl'.ich  was  continued  throughout  the 
night,  and  on  the  26th.  On  the  27th  thirty  men 
from  \’’an  Buren  joined  the  searchers.  The  hern 
of  the  child's  dress  was  found  a mile  northwest 
of  Bloom  Center.  On  the  eiehth  da}’  between 
500  and  600  searchers  were  out,  marching  in 
regular  order.  They  camped  six  miles  north  of 
the  center  of  Bloom,  but  the  father  returned  to 
his  home,  to  seek  rest  that  night  and  prepare  for 
the  morrow.  At  9 o'clock,  the  same  evening, 
Samuel  Heller  brought  the  news  of  a child’s 
track  being  discovered  near  Hull's  encampment, 
by  a man  who  was  going  into  Hancock  county. 
The  searchers  turned  next  morning  in  tliat  direc- 
tion, found  the  track,  but  dispersed  that  night. 
On  the  eleventh  day  a new  coni[>any  of  search- 
ers met  the  father  at  Ross’  tavern,  where  he 
learned  that  Clark  and  t'.vo  other  men  found  the 
child  in  the  woods  of  Milton  Center.  They 
thought  she  was  a little  Indian,  gave  her  some 
cake  and  told  her  to  go  to  camp;  but  she  fol- 
lo’sved  the  men  until  she  came  to  a trail,  leading 
to  John  Dubbs'  cabin.  Following  it  she  came  to 
a clearing  where  an  employe  of  Dubbs  was  chop- 
ping, and  thinking  it  was  her  brother,  Jacob,  ad- 
vanced toward  him  cautiously.  Seeing  that  it 
was  not  her  brother,  she  was  about  returning, 
when  two  little  girls  who  were  with  the  chopper 
perceived  the  stranger.  The  workman  had  heard 
of  the  lost  child  that  morning,  and  told  the  finders 
not  to  give  her  much  food.  At  5 o’clock  the  same 
evening  her  father,  with  Mahlon  and  Edward 
Whitacre,  arrix’ed  at  the  Dubbs  cabin,  found  the 
child,  and  returned  that  night  to  Mahlon  \Vhit- 
acre’s.  On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  da\’ 
Frankfather  brought  the  child  home.  “Tip," 
the  dog  which  accompanied  her,  is  sujiposed  to 
have  been  killed  by  wolves  on  the  night  of 
the  tenth  day,  wh.en  the  child  remembers 
seeing  a burning  log  fall  and  the  dijg  running 
away.  Mary  married  George  Hiser,  of  San- 
dusky count}',  with  wtmm  she  nuned  to  I'exas, 
where  she  died  in  1861,  lea'ving  five  female 
chihlren  and  her  husband  to  tell  the  details  of 
her  life. 

In  September,  18S5,  two  of  tht‘  Swineharl 
boys  left  home  at  Eagleville  to  sean  h for  the  cows. 
The  children  lost  their  way  in  the  forest,  but 
were  found  some  days  later,  thirty  miles  away, 


; near  the  Hancock  count}'  infirmary.  Within  the 
! last  decade  the  agriculturist  and  oil  operator 
I have  cleared  the  forest,  so  that  to-day  there  is 
scarcely  a possibility  of  even  a child  becoming 
lost  in  the  territory  traveled  by  the  urchins 
in  I 88  s. 

i First  Land  Buyers. — The  pioneers  of  the 
' township,  who  purchased  their  lands  from  the 
United  States,  are  named  in  the  following  list.  A 
: few  others  bought  lands  from  Ohio,  while  many 
i old  settlers  purchased  from  speculators,  who  en- 
, tered  large  tracts  in  this  township.  I'he  buyer, 
description,  number  of  section  and  date  are  eiven; 
DiU'id  .\danis,  pt.  X.  E.  '7  St-c.  8,  July  1’),  ISo'i. 

: jonatlian  .Stull,  pt.  of  S.  \V.,  S.  E.o'f  S.  W.  aiul  X.  W.  g 
' 4,  June  U>.  18o4. 

: John  Soleleather,  S.  W.  of  S.  \V.  Sec.  4.  Sept.  ]84u. 
-Mahlon  Whitacre,  pt.  of  X.  A',  and  W.  of  S.  W.  g.  Sec.  a, 
Xov. ‘iff,  1888. 

Lott  Milbourn,  1'..  ctf  S.  W.  and  W.  of  .S.  E.  Sec.  •:>,  May 
I .8,  1884. 

Henry  Zigler,  X.  E.and  E.  of  X.  \\g  and  E.  of  S.  E.  ' ^ , St  c. 
! June  ICi,  i'<;>4. 

: Mahlon  VVhitacre,  E.  of  X.  F.  and  S,  E.  gg  Sec.  8,  Xo\ . ’?fi,  '88. 
'■  .\hrahani  Weldy,  S.  \V.  g Sec.  •>,  Xov.  ‘2a,  1S88. 

Edward  Whit'icre,  X.  E'..  of  X.  E.  g Sec.  7,  Xo\.20,  ISrM, 
I Edward  Whitacre.  X.  W.  of  X.  W.  g Sec.  8,  Xov.  ’ilg  l.>.>!. 
I John  Elickiuger.  X.  of  S.  1'..  g .Sec.  8,  .May  28.  l''lU. 

! JaciSn  Elickinger,  .S.  of  S.  E.  g .Sec.  8.  Mas  2S,  1<:’,4. 

I Samuel  .McCrorv,  W.  of  .S.  If.  g Sec.  .Vlay  8.  1^84. 
i Daniel  Myers,  W.  of  S.  W.  g.Sec.  11,  June  lu,  1.^81. 

I Samuel  -A.  .Studehaker,  W.  of  .s.  W.  g Sec.  lU.  July ‘Jo,  I£8S. 

.Mich.ael  Mussel",  X.  W.  g .'sec.  lU,  Sept.  •>,  1 s:’,tp 
! Mose.s  Hale.-,  N.  E.  g Sec.  12.  May  11>,  l.sMl. 

I I'rederick  Erankfather,  W.  of  S.  W.  g Sec.  17>,  Jui.-  14.  1884. 

facob  Flickinger,  X.  E,  of  X.  E.  g .Sec.  17,  Mae  2‘.',  Ddf.  . 

; .Samuel  Heller,  .“s.  If.  o.f  S.  W.  g Sec.  IS,  ;md  X.  W".  g'  .Sec. 
Ilk  May  1.  1X18. 

i [ohn  Me  Willy,  pts.  of  S.  W.  and  S.  E.  g Sec.  Hh  .April  0. ':4. 
I I’eter  Wea\  er,  .2.  E.  .S.  \V.  g Sec.  22.  Feb.  7.  lS4o. 

: Henry  Warner,  S.  of  .S.  E.  Sec.  . .A|>rii  b'l,  Is.'j.'!. 

j Moses  .A.  C.'im|ihcll.  X.  F..  of  .S.  E.  g'  Sec.  22.,  Xov.  4,  l>2;i 

I lohn  .Smith,  .S.  W.  g S'ce.  28.  .April  1".  1688. 

A illiam  Fo.\,  X.  of  .S.  E.  g Sec.  24,  May  17,  D88. 
luliu.-;  Easton,  S.  \V.  g See.  24,  May  lu,  182.;;. 

■ Jonathan  H.iv,  \\",  S.  W.  g Sec.  2<\  Jan.  bS,  ls:;8. 
t ir.i  Haird,  \V.  of  S.  E.  ,ind  S.  E.  of  S.  W'.  .'■'t-c.  2ie  .May  8o.  ';li. 
1 honias  Lonum.  .S.  E.  of  X W.  g Sec.  2t'.  Sept.  28,  D.’..'e 
I’liilip  Hehner.  W.  X.  W . g'  Sec.  2'i,  July  18,  1S8,S. 

Eranci.-  Fast.  S.  W.  of  ,S,  F,  S.  E.  i f .'6.  W.  'j.  Sec.  27. 

and  X.  W.  of  S.  E.  ol  .^ec.  84,  March  22,  i^.'V.e 

Mahlon  W’hiiacn  , .'4.  of  S.  W.  Sec.  2>^,  Nov.  21',  1 •^■'18. 
I[em"\  Smart,  W.  S.  W.  g Sec.  2i'  <md  S.  E.  g Sec  2>o 
■24,  1888. 

.Matthi.is  Robbins,  E.  of  .4.  W,  .ind  S.  of  ,S.  E.  g Sec.  2 ', 
Xo\ . ■'>,  D88. 

I. 'imes  .Archer,  W.  ot  S.  W.  g Sec.  2>0,  Au'4  27,  l''.ll. 

I’et<  r .'d usgr.o'e,  W.  ]>l.  of  X.  W.  .Sec.  8o.  Auc.  8"  1'  2. 
Ileiirv  Copus,  .S.  W.  g Sec.  81.  .Any.  27,  1881 
•Joi’.n  Johnston,  I-'.,  pt.  X.  W.  g Sec.  81,  ,4ept.  1-7.  I'-U 
Robert  .'ltd  AA'ilham  151. ick,  X.  E.  .md  >.  F.  'i  Sec.  .11  S-, 

FA,  1884. 

F'an it  1 Eagle,  S.  o!  S.  E .ind  S.  ot  S.  AA  . g .Sec.  2i2.  > 'c;.  28,  1. 

J. uol)  l.e.ithers.  Jr.,  AA'.  S.  88,  j,in.  IS,  l''2..'l. 

John  I e.iihers,  S,  W.  ,ind  ,S.  AA  . ol  X.  F.  Sec.  2.,!,  1 im- ' 

1 7 1,  ,i ud  1 »4. 

lon.ith.m  11. ly,  X.  ol  X.  E.  .See.  2.4,  Feb.  2.'i,  1881 
IFiniel  Rolihms,  X 1..  ot  X.  F g Se.".  2>.A,  .Aprd  1'.  1 ' ' 

1"  r.mi'is  l\edl<  i n.  S.  AA  . ot  ,S.  I ',  g Sec.  AA,  |.in,  21.  ! ' '' 

( ieorue  1 )i  ti  111)  High,  ,'s.  ol  S.  A . g Sec.  22i  Dec  Fl  '-l' 

I.e\  I Simon,  S.  AA  . of  X.  E.  Sec.  !.A,  ret  d for  t iv  •>  in  1 ' ■ • 
1 Jon.ith.m  AA'.  Mvrs,  S.  of  ,S.  \\  . g Sec.  2,ii.  .April  2.',  1'  8 
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WTjOI)  COUNTY,  OUJO. 


Male  Residents,  iSjg. — $ix  }’ear5  of 
tlic  day  on  which  the  [)ioneprs  located  here,  th.ere 
were  over  i 50  inhabitants,  inciuding  the  foilow- 
ing  named  males,  who,  in  April,  1830,  -,vere  ?i 
years  of  age  or  o\er;  James  Ai'cher,  Henry 
Arciier,  Christoplier  Apple.  Ora  Baird,  Henry 
Copus,  Alexander  Stewart,  Henry  Smart,  Charles 
C.  Smart,  Samuel  Smart,  Jabez  House,  Matthias 
Robbins,  George  A.  Swain,  james  June,  W’illiarn 
June,  Jonathan  Hay,  Peter  Hay,  John  Leatliers, 
jacob  Leathers,  James  Slater,  Hiram  Westcott, 
William  Fox,  Eli  June,  Thomas  Loman,  Jacob 
,Ziglcr,  Daniel  Robbins,  Thomas  H.  Piiillips, 
ITlwin  Gorton,  Joseph  Roberts,  John  Mackerel, 
Joseph  Redfern,  Enoc  G.  England,  Jacob  bhek- 
inger,  Jacob  Clevers,  John  Clevers,  Christopher 
I-'nsbarger,  L}'man  Phnsminger,  Henry  Otto,  Sam- 
uel Heller,  James  D.  MeWiley,  Frederick  Frank- 
father,  Jolm  Ross,  Reason  Whitacre,  Michael 
.Shafer,  John  Snyder,  Peter  Painter,  Harman 
Hockenberry,  Henry  Smith,  >.Ioses  O.  Jones, 
Israel  Drake,  William  Drake,  Phillip  McManus, 
Jonathan  Stull,  Adam  Stull,  Phillip  Wintermaker, 
Lot  Milbourn,  Andrew  Milbourn,  David  Milbourn, 
Abiah  Stackhouse,  Mahlon  Whitacre,  Edward  M. 
Whitacre,  Isaac  Whitacre,  Edward  T.  Whitacre 
and  John  Fast,  while  a few  others  who  came  late 
in  1839  were  not  noticed  by  the  assessor. 

An  Old  Cemetery. — Among  the  soMiers  buried 
in  the  Sugar  Grove  cemetery  are:  James  ?dc- 
Nealy,  of  the  Revolutionary  war;  Marcus  and 
Lyman  Palmertor,  and  R.  Lowe,  of  the  war  of 
1812;  W.  Stull,  A.  Palmertor,  T.  J.  Shinebar- 
ger,  G.  Hiser,  J.  Morks  and  T.  H.  Phillips,  of 
the  Civil  war.  These  veterans  lie  in  the  old 
cemetery  on  the  Reason  Wdiitacre  farm,  east  of 
Cygnet.  The  cemetery  was  opened  in  1841, 
with  the  burial  of  Hannah  Whitacre,  the  eldest 
child  of  the  present  owner  of  the  land.  In  the 
newer  cemeteries  of  the  township  man\'  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  find  a resting  place 
beside  the  warriors  who  entered  the  forest  in  th.e 
“thirties,”  and  ga\e  battle  to  the  obstacles  which 
they  encountered.  'fhe  Bloom  cemecerv',  re- 
ferred to  in  other  pages,  was  opcneil  in  1842. 
1 he  Weaver  cemetery,  one-half  mile  north  of 
Bairdstown,  was  established  about  twenty  years 
ago,  while  one  or  two  other  spots  are  dedicated 
to  the  death 

Organ' zation. — This  township,  as  established 
March  2,  1835,  embraced  Congressional  Town- 
shi[)  Xo.  3,  Range  11.  The  first  election  was 
ordered  to  be'  helil  at  I'rederirk  Ft rmktarher’s 
dwelling  on  the  fiivt  Monda\'  of  fh.e  f"Ilowing 
nionth.  Squire  Richard,  in  1867,  g.athered  th.e 
story  of  tlu'  mmhcipal  beginnings  of  Blocmi,  and 


from  it  the  followir.g  paragraphs  are  taken;  "In 
! the  spring  of  1835  settlers  concluded  to  effect 
' an  organization  of  the  township.  Daniel  Rob- 
I bins,  Jonathan  Hay  and  Samuel  Heller,  acted  as 
; a committee  to  carry  out  the  resolution.  Thc\ 

: could  not  agree  upon  the  name  of  the  townshiiv 
; or  rather  wh.it  the  name  of  the  township  siiouhi 
I be.  Heller  proposed  to  call  it  Green;  Ha_\ 
proposed  the  name  of  Amanda,  while  Robbins 
i proposed  and  preferred  the  name  of  Bloom. 

I They  agreed  to  write  the  name,  proposed  b\-  each, 

; on  a slip  of  paper,  and  carry  it  to  Perrysburg 
where  the  matter  was  to  be  determined.  They 
i also  agreed  that  Hay  cairy  the  paper  to  Ferr\s- 
burg  and  return  on  the  third  day  after  leaving- 
home,  when  Robbins  and  Heller  agreed  to  meet 
' him  and  obtain  the  result  of  the  decision.  Hay 
i performed  his  part  of  the  programme.  At  the 
appointed  time,  Robbins  and  Heller  were  on 
hand,  eager  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  mission. 

: On  the  latter  named  gentleman's  approach  to  the 
I house.  Hay  shouted:  ‘The  child  is  born,  and  its 
I name  is  Bloom!  ’ And  from  that  day  to  this  it 
I continues  to  wear  the  name. 

" The  first  election  was  held  in  April,  iktb.  at 
the  residence  of  F'rederick  Frankfather.  near  the 
. center  of  the  township.  The  following  nainc'i 
: persons  were  in  attendance  on  the  day  appoint-jt! 
j for  the  selection  of  township  oflicers;  Idanici 
, Robbins,  .Matthias  Robbins,  Mahlon  V\  hitacre, 

' Samuel  Heller,  Henry  Smart,  Ora  Baird,  Lot 
( Milbourn,  .A.  Stackhouse,  Edward  AA’hitacre, 

1 Frederick  I'rankfather,  Jacob  Leathers,  Jt'hn 
Leathers,  and  Jonathan  Hay.  Daniel  Robbins, 
Matthias  Robbins,  and  Mahlon  Whitacr:  servcti 
as  judges  of  the  election.  They  elected  tlie  follow- 
! ing  officers:  Trustees,  Ora  B-urfl,  Mahlon 

i Whitacre,  and  Henr\-  Smart;  treasurer,  John 
Leathers;  clerk.  Lot  Milbourn;  constable.  Ora 
I Baird.  Whether  they  elected  an  assessor  or  n.ot, 
tlie  \vriter  has  been  unable  to  ascertain — the  first 
records  of  the  township  having  been  lost  or  de- 
strot'ed,  and  these  old  veterans’  memory  being 
i unable  to  supply  the  information, 
j " In  June  of  the  same  year,  an  election  wa-' 
held  fur  justice  of  the  peace.  Daniel  Robbins 
and  Mahlon  Whitacre  were  selected  to  fill  the 
positions.  The  returns  of  th.is  election  were  made 
by  (dr.i  Baird.,  w ho  was  cmnpclled  to  sw  im  his 
horse  se\’cral  times  befi)re  reaching  l\  rrysburg 
On  his  rerurn  the  same  scene  had  to  be  enacted. 
The  first  assessor  of  th.e  township  wa-  IXnn  ! 
Robbins  He  was  ebbged  to  )iass  tl’.r''''.ch  'h- 
western  p ut  «'f  P rrv  township,  iucrdei  I-'  n ..  h 
the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  p.irt  m the  t>'-.'  u- 
sliip,  the  central  and  eastern  part  of  Blooin  being 
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completely  inundated  at  the  time.  The  fee,  or 
pay  tor  his  labor,  in  making  the  assessujent,  and 
the  returns  to  the  county  seat,  amounted  to 
nearly  five  dollars.” 

The  action  of  .Nfr.  Richard,  a fifth  of  a century 
ago,  in  transferring  to  newspaper  print  this  inter- 
esting story,  must  be  a|ipreciated  by  the  people 
as  it  is  by  the  writer,  who,  however  fortunate  in 
tracking  old  record  books  in  this  township  and 
documents  relating  to  them  in  the  auditor’s  office, 
confesses  that,  without  the  effort  of  1S75,  he 
could  not  obtain  the  names  of  trustees  farther 
back  than  1 839. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFICI.VLS. 

In  giving  the  following  list  of  trustees,  clerks, 
treasurers,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  assurances 
are  also  given  that  the  names  and  dates  are  taken 
from  all  the  records  which  could  be  found  in  the 
township  or  in  the  auditor’s  office; 

Trustees.  — 

— Hiram  WcstcoU,  Henry  Smith. 

184.-’ — W'il'iiani  Campbell,  Henry  \V.  Musser,  John  Weaver. 
1844 — Andrew  Campbell,  Henry  W.  Musser,  John  Weaver. 
I84.t)--Mahl<m  Whitacre,  Jonathan  Myer.s,  George  J.  Lee. 

1846 —  Kdv  in  Gorton,  Jonathan  Myers,  George  J.  Lee. 

1847- 49 — Reason  Whitacre,  Jonathan  .Myers,  George  J. 

Lee. 

18.70- William  Camjibell,  Ora  Baird,  Henry  W.  Musser. 

18.71  Andrew  Campbell,  J.  M.  Bronson,  Henry  W.  Musser. 
18.V2  -Andrew  Campbell.  Jacob  Zigler,  Henry  W.  Musser. 
18.5o— Israel  Simon,  Jacob  Zigler,  Henry  W.  Musser. 

18.74- -Israel  Simon,  ,\.sa  Biglow,  Henry  W.  .Musser. 

18.7.7  Israel  Simon,  William  Campbell,  Joseph  Kedfern. 
18.76 — Israel  Simon,  Reason  Whitacre,  H.  W.  Musser. 

18.77  -Isra(;l  Simon,  Reason  Whitacre,  G.  J.  Lee. 

18.78-  Ora  Baird,  Reason  Whitacre,  G,  J.  Lee. 

18.79 —  (.7ra  Baird,  Andrew  Klingersmitli,  G.  J.  Lee. 

1860 —  Reason  NVhitacre,  Jacob  Richard,  G.  f.  Lee. 

1861-  Reason  Whitacre,  Jacob  Richard,  David  ,\dams. 

1862 —  John  Dunn,  Solomon  Gilbert,  David  .-\dams. 

1863- 64— John  Dunn,  Israel  .Simon,  .Solomon  Gilbert. 

186.7  — Anthony  Frederick,  Israel  Simon,  .-\.  Klingersmitli. 

1866-  -Alva  L.  t rench,  Joshua  Veaman,  1.  Wi  aver. 

1867-  Reason  Whitacre,  Wilber  Brown,  Martin  (.7.  Snyder. 

1868- 6!t-  Charles  Cotant,  Joseph  Stove,  Wilber  Brown. 

1870  G.  Ledyard,  F.  R.  Sherman. 

1871-72  -Lawrence  K.  .Snule,  James  W.  White. 

187.3— W'illiam  McMurray.  John  .Soh-ther.  ,-Vlfred  Simon. 
1874  — William  McMiirrav,  Samuel  H.  Raub,  lames  W. 
White, 

187.7— William  .McMurray,  Martin  G.  Snjiler,  James  W. 
White. 

1876 — Levi  Kistler,  Martin  G.  .Snyder,  M.  Milhouni. 

1877  Philif)  Brubaker,  .Samuel  Harmian,  Hugh,  t.ampbell. 
1878-79  Derastus  l^(.e,  Willi. mi  Crum,  David  H.  Wirick. 
18,k0  Isaac  I ( asel,  Riuison  \\  hitaerr',  Wesley  Leathers. 

1881  John  Ht;ller.  Dera.stus  Lee,  D Loe. 

1882  John  Heller,  William  Kline,  F).  Foe. 

188.'i  J.  R.  Redfern,  1 1 ugh  Campbeii,  J.  (.',d\’in  Soletlu-r. 
1884  - J.  R,  Redlern.  Hugh  Campbell,  Solomon  Simon, 

188.7  'F.  J.  C.impbell,  J.  R.  Redlern,  .''olomon  Simon. 

1886)— T.  J.  I .mip'x'll,  C.  \\'.  Sole'.her,  L.  |.  Riiseiul  ile. 

1887  T.  }.  Campbell,  M.  Milbourn,  F.  I.  Rosend  di-. 

1888  T.  j.  Campbi-Ii.  .M , .\l  ilboiii'u,  L.  J.  Ro.....nd,de. 

1889  F 11  MoieiMinth.  John  Russell,  .M.  71ilbourn. 

1890  Beiij.  .Sulheritmd,  John  Uu''a-ll,  L.  11.  .Nloti.tsmnh 

1891  Jitmes  W.  .Smith,  lienj.  .Sathei  l.md.  F.  H.  Mon.ismith. 


1892 —  Daniel  L.  Kunkler,  W.  F.  Fries.  F..  H.  J'lonasmith. 

1893 —  J.  A.  Bailey,  D.  L.  Kunkler,  F.  H.  Mmiasmith. 

1891  - J.  .\.  Bailey,  D.  L.  Ivunkler,  B.  W.  Leathers. 

Is9.7 — J.  Bailey,  1.  FI.  Simon,  B.  W.  Le<'uhi;r.;. 

1396 — James  H.  Whitacre  was  elected. 

Clerks. — The  office  of  clerk,  cominencin-g 
1S43,  has  been  filled  as  follows:  1843,  Tdwu. 
Gorton;  1S44,  JacoV)  Pdickinger;  1S47,  Asa  Bige- 
low; 1849,  Levi  Simon;  1850,  John  V\'eaver; 
1853,  Lewis  Butler;  1854,  John  Weaver;  183c, 
J.  A.  Bonnell;  1859,  John  Whisler;  i860,  Joiin 
A.  Bonnell;  1861,  James  M.  Bronson;  iS6.r. 
John  A.  Bonnell;  1863,  W.  S.  Richard;  18C4, 
Levi  Simon;  1865,  Levi  Kistler;  1869,  Wilber 
Brown;  1870,  Levi  Kistler;  1873.  T.  |.  Camp- 
bell; 1880,  W.  II.  Dennis;  18S4,  J.  C.  Solethc; : 
1886,  Nathan  Frederick;  1887,  \\k  H.  Dennis: 
and  R.  B.  Fast,  1896. 

Treasurers. — The  treasurers  of  the  township, 
as  far  as  records  tell,  are  named  as  follows:  1844. 
John  Leathers;  1845,  E.  Gorton;  1847,  John 
Weaver;  1849,  Edwin  Gorton;  1S50,  Asa  Bige- 
low; 1852,  Jacob  Bailey;i  853,  Jacob  Frankfather: 
1857,  R.  Simon;  i860,  John  Weaver;  i.stSi, 
Jacob  Bailey;  * * 1874.  Isaac  Feasek 

1878,  Henry  J.  Smith;  1880,  Anthony  Frederick: 
18S1-95,  H.  Strock. 

fustiees.  — On  June  6,  1835,  the  first  justice.s 
were  elected,  there  being  eleven  voters  presein. 
including  Adam  Stull  and  Jacob  Clever.  The 
justices  of  Bloom  township  have  been  Daniei 
Robbins  and  Mahlon  Whitacre,  who  qualified  in 
December,  1835;  ^‘838,  John  Beeson  and  Jacob 
Flickinger;  1838,  Daniel  Robbins;  iSqoand  1843, 
Henry  Smith;  1842,  Edward  T.  Whitacre;  1847, 
Pldwin  Gorton;  1846  to  1S70,  John  Russell; 
1850,  Lot  Milbourn:  1.S55,  Jacob  I'lickinger . 

1856-59,  Samuel  Klingersmith : 1S61,  Johi' 

Weaver;  1865,  Creorge  E.  Lee;  1868,  Reason 
Whitacre;  1870  to  1.S92,  William  S.  Richard,. 
1871,  L.  K.  Soule;  1874,  James  Bronson;  1876 
to  1885,  Theodore  Brown;  1S79,  Abraham 
Hampshire;  1885,  C.  A.  Risser;  18S8,  G.  C. 
W’eaver,  resigned  in  1891;  1891,  tleorge  W 

Black;  1892,  W.  D.  Campbell ; 1894,  A.  11 
Probert;  1895,  H.  McGivern. 

,/ v.svTsvk’A.— In  1896,  M’illiam  Bisht.ip.  Jos-  ph 
S.  h'nos,  I^ewis  S.  Whitacre  and  John  F.  Fchcl- 
barger  were  elected. 

Se/iool  />(>(!/■</.  — In  1896,  Joshua  Woawi. 
Joshua  Walden,  T.  .V.  Roseiiilalc,  M.  P!''ti'.i  r. 
J.  H.  \\diitacre  an*!  J.  S.  Simon  were  elecic.' 
members  of  tlie  school  board. 

MISeiT.L.WKOFS. 

Early  Sehools. — The  first  school  liousv 
Eaglcville  was  erected  on  the  southeast  corner 
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of  Sec.  26.  Round  logs,  a fuincheou  floor  and 
large  fireplace  were  the  characteristics  of  the 
cabin.  The  house  was  burned  the  Sunday  night 
juior  to  the  day  set  for  opening  school.  A year 
or  two  after  a similar  ceibin  was  built  on  the 
same  site,  in  which  Hiram  Westcott  was  the  first 
teacher.  In  1856  or  1857  the  cabin  was  razed, 
and  a frame  building  erected  by  the  district. 

The  first  school  house  remembered  by  Reason 
Whitacre  stood  on  the  S.  W.  of  Sec.  5.  It 
was  built  by  Mahlon  Whitacre,  Lot  and  IDavid 
Milbourn,  Abiah  Stackhouse  and  Edward  Whit- 
acre. That  was  a hewed-log  structure,  twenty- 
four  feet  square.  John  McCrory  was  the  first 
teacher  and  Abraham  Loe  the  second.  The 
children  of  school  age  numbered  fifteen,  of  whom 
Mandeville  Milbourn  appears  to  be  the  only  one 
now  living  in  the  township.  A new  house  was 
built  north  of  the  old  one  in  1861,  which  was 
moved  a half  mile  north  in  i8Sg,  and  is  now  the 
dwelling  of  James  Whitacre.  The  third  house 
was  built  in  1889,  one-half  mile  east  of  the  first 
Whitacre  school,  and  is  now  in  use.  Abigail 
Bisb}’  was  one  of  the  early  teachers. 

Mills,  Etc. — Joshua  Yeaman's  sawmill  was 
established  in  the  S.  W.  J of  Sec.  6 in  the  spring 
of  1841.  He  dammed  Rocky  Ford  above  the  Sam- 
uel McCrory  cabin,  and  constructed  a race  to  the 
undershot  wheel  used  in  the  mill.  In  1S50  or 
1851  he  added  a gristmill,  using  two  run  of  buhrs; 
but  in  after  years  he  introduced  steam  power  and 
new  machinery.  In  1871  Mr.  Yeaman  died,  and 
the  estate  sold  the  buhrs,  old  machinery  and  frame 
to  Henry  Zody  and  John  Rees,  of  Risingsun, 
before  the  survey  of  Cygnet.  The  Richards  steam 
flouring-rnill  at  Bloomdale  may  be  called  the  first 
leadings  industry  of  that  class  in  the  township. 

The  ashery  of  John  McCrory  and  Benjamin 
Sutherland  was  located  in  the  X.  I of  N.  E.  ] of 
Sec.  6.  The  manufacture  of  potash  was  com- 
menced by  them  in  1855,  but  when  the  cloud  of 
war  spread  over  the  country  the  industry  was 
abandoned.  The  stave  factories  and  lumber 
mills  at  Jerry  City,  Bloomdale,  Bairdstown.  etc., 
and  the  great  oil  refinery  works  at  Walker  are 
modern  industries. 

The  contrast  between  Ifloom  of  thirty  years 
ago  and  Bloom  of  the  present  time  is  a strong 
one,  indeed.  In  the  winter  of  1806-7  there  was 
the  log  school  house  of  District  No.  4 standing 
and  in  use.  b'ive  steam  sawmills,  ownt'd  liv 
J.  I).  Bronscm  N C'o..  at  Stulkown.  h’bi'^Teaver 
iV  Sons,  northwest  (<f  the  t enter;  Hammond  N: 
Shoemaker's,  at  the  Center  ( where  a eircniar  saw 
was  used);  E.  Raub  N:  Co.'s,  at  Eagleville,  and 


French  & Rosendale's,  one-f(mrth  mile  north  of 
Eagleville,  with  which  a shingle  machine,  was 
used.  Joshua  Yeaman’s  gristmill,  in  the  nurih- 
j west  corner  of  the  township,  was  then  in  onera- 
i tion;  moved  to  Cygnet,  converted  into  a piamng- 
, mill  and  burned.  At  Eagleville  were  E.  P. 

I Emerson's  store,  S.  II . Raub's  grocery,  S.  lokm- 
I son  and  William  Cook’s  shoe  shops,  Mork  cy 
' Richard's  carriage  shop,  Johnson  6:  Fr}-'s  tan- 
nery, and  C.  Richard’s  blacksmith  shop.  E.  P. 

' Emerson  was  then  postmaster.  The  Methodi.'^: 
j Episcopal  Society  had  a building  on  John  Baird's 
; farm,  the  Protestant  Methodists  at  the  Lee 
meeting  house,  on  the  Layard  farm,  and  the 
Universalists,  Disciples  and  other  bodies  at  the 
; Union  church,  at  Eagleville. 

' To-day  there  are  four  incorporated  villages  in 
the  township,  each  with  its  officials,  merchants, 
tradesmen,  physicians,  teachers  and  preachers, 

I while  outside  their  limits  are  the  agriculturalists, 
i a wealthy,  intelligent  people,  possessing  huge 
. homes  as  well  as  the  wealth  of  cattle  and  fertile 
: lands. 

j VlLL.tOES. 

i Eagleville  was  surveyed  for  J.  M.  Bronson 
; February  18,  185.2.  The  first  post  office  in  that 
part  of  the  township  was  located  about  the  year 
1 8 58  or  1859,  with  Dr.  Ozias  Baird  postmaster, 
on  what  is  known  as  the  “ Cornelius  Simon " 

I farm,  in  Section  29.  About  the  year  i860  Mr. 

1 Baird  abandoned  the  office,  and  John  Weaver, 
his  surety,  took  charge.  In  i86i  the  office  was 
moved  about  four  mites  to  the  village  of  Eagle- 
ville, with  James  M.  Bronson  deputy  postmastei. 
P'rom  the  first  it  bore  the  name  of  • Bloom,  " 
and  retained  that  name  until  changed  to  “Bloom- 
dale"  in  1878.  James  M.  Bronson  acted  as 
I deputy  postmaster  until  his  death,  when  Dr 
S.  B.  Emerson  was  appointed,  who  served  somu 
three  years,  when  James  I).  Bronson  \\  :is 
appointed  and  served  until  his  remo\  ai  to  Boa  - 
ling  Green,  about  the  year  i 868.  E.  P.  Emerson 
succeeded  Bronson  b\'  apiiointment,  ami  he 
acte(.l  as  postmaster  until  the  office  was  transferiV' 1 
I to  the  village  of  Bloomdale,  h.iving  been  changed, 
from  “Bloom"  to  “ BlooiiKiale, " and.  the  office 
known  as  “ P>loom  " was  disci.>ntinned.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1885,  an  office  was  re-establisiied  named 
“ Ted,"  aiui  E.  j.  Koseiulale  confirmed  as  master. 
He  ser\ed  until  T.  ,\.  Rosendale  was  .appointed 
The  Union  (duirch  of  Eagleville  was  bmh 
over  forty  ye.ir.' .igo,  James  Ih'on.-en.  a I nivem 
alisl  preaidicr.  being  the  leading  ■'p-irit  m ill 
enteiprisc.  It  was  de.licated  Iw  him  and  used 
f(;i  worship  !))•  the  Univcrsalisis,  Emted  Bia  thren 
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and  Christians.  The  trustees  of  the  last  named 
denomination  purchased  the  bmldin^  in  18S3, 
refitted  the  interior,  abolished  its  union  char- 
acter, and  made  it  a meeting-house  for  the 
members  of  their  society. 

The  Christian  Church  was  organized  in  1S54, 
with  the  following  members:  Asa  Baird,  Re- 

becca, Lydia  A.  and  Sarah  B>aird,  John,  David, 
Sarah,  Eliza  and  N'ancy  East,  Asa  Bigelow,  and 
Lydia  and  Irial  Coon.  The  pastors,  in  order  of 
service,  were  William  Dowling,  L,  Randall, 
G.  W.  Cline,  F.  B.  Morris,  W.  F.  Morrison  and 
G.  M.  Remp;  and  the  clerks,  W.  S.  Richard, 
E.  L.  Stove  and  T.  A.  Rosendale.  There  were 
ninety  members  reported  in  1805. 

Bloow  Cotter  and  neighborhood  is  a rich 
jiastoral  district,  north  of  the  Eagleville  ridge. 
South  of  it  is  Bloom  cemeter}',  where  Daniel, 
son  of  F.  and  C.  Frankfather,  was  buried  April 
12,  1842,  and  where  many  pioneers  of  the  town- 
ship have  since  found  a resting  place.  The 
church  and  school  are  found  in  the  neighborhood. 
Northward  is  the  town  hall,  where  the  township 
fathers  meet  at  regular  intervals,  and  all  round 
are  the  fertile  farms  and  comfortable  homes  of 
the  farmers.  On  April  i,  1 876,  a literary  society 
was  organized  here  with  N.  Frederick,  president, 
and  |.  D.  Halsey,  secretaiw  Its  membership 
embraced  twenty  males  and  twent}  -two  females, 
who  organized  vrith  the  object  of  improving  their 
knowledge  of  history,  letters  and  the  sciences. 
Twenty  years  have  made  many  changes,  not  the 
least  being  in  the  personnel  of  that  society 

Welker  OH  the  N.  Mb.  part  of  the  N.  E.  V of 
5.  W.  4,  Sec.  30,  R.  II.  was  surveyed  October 
7,  1886,  for  Henry  Byal.  In  1SS7,  Stillwell's 
addition  was  surveyed.  The  great  oil  refinery  at 
that  point  represents  the  investment  of  large 
capital,  while  the  employment  of  a number  of 
workmen  insures  to  the  district  a weekh'  income. 
North  of  the  refinery,  the  company  owns  fifteen 
cottages,  which  are  rented  to  their  employes  at 
a nominal  sum.  The  hamlet,  at  the  junction  of 
the  B.  N O.  and  T.  NO.  C.  shows  ver\-  few 
evidences  of  advancement. 

Trombley . or  Tlakc,  on  the  N.  F.  1 of  N.  W'. 
4,  Sec.  6,  was  surveyed  in  1883.  Trombley's 
sawmilHbuilt  in  1885)  w<is  the  only  industry  of 
the  place.  The  name  was  subsequcntl\'  changed 
to  Trombley.  Edwin  Gorton  was  the  first  post- 
master; William  Downing,  the  second  postmaster, 
is  also  the  general  merchant  of  the  jdace. 

I neorporated  I 'illnyes.  — The  vill.iges  of 
Bairdstown,  B)loomdale  and  C'ygnet  are  entirely 
within  the  township,  while  jerry  Cit\'  is  partly  in 
Bloom  and  partly  in  Portage  t<.>wnship,  thedivis- 


: ion  being  ver_\'  nearl}"  equal  in  the  matter  of  oop- 
: ulation,  for  in  1S90  there  were  231  inhabitants  on 
' the  Bloom  side,  and  279  on  the  Portage  side, 
i As  the  early  settlement  of  the  village  wa.-  more 
I closely  identified  with  Bloom  than  with  Poitage, 
the  history  finds  a place  as  a part  of  this  chapter. 

O 

BLOO.MDALE. 

This  well  ordered  little  capital  of  Bloom 
township  deserves  the  pretty  and  euphonius 
; name  it  bears.  Like  her  western  neighbor. 

: North'  Baltimore,  the  construction  of  the  Balti- 
' more  N Ohio  railroad  suggested  the  building  of  a 
town  at  this  point,  but  the  building  of  the  town 
must  be  primarih'  credited  to  the  men  of  enter- 
: prise  who  settled  there,  knowing  that,  if  the}- 
failed  to  make  it  a manufacturing  town,  thev 
' could  depend  on  the  rich  farming  country  around 
' it  for  rrade  and  commerce.  The  transfer  of  the 
, old  post  office,  named  “Bloom,”  to  the  new 
, town,  in  1S77  or  1878,  was  a testimonial  to  its 
I advancement  which  the  people  of  the  tlourishing 
country  round  it  realized,  and  the  local  mer- 
I chants  and  tradesmen  made  the  most  of  it.  Dur- 
ing the  ensuing  decade  inducements  were  offered 
j to  manufacturers  to  locate  works  here,  and  to 
: home  seekers  to  build  town  houses;  but  not  until 
the  close  of  the  decade  did  this  policy  bear  fruit. 

' Then  Blooindale  entered  on  her  new  life,  NN'hich 
; ga^■e  her  a compact  business  center  and  a few 
; well-built  residence  streets  The  population,  in 
■ 18S0,  was  130;  in  1890  increased  to  319;  and  in 
April,  I893,  estimated  at  between  Soo  and  000. 

Municipal  Affairs. — The  petition  for  the  in- 
corporation of  Blooindale  w'as  presented  to  the 
commissioners  July  30,  1887,  signed  by  fift_\- 
eight  inhabitants.  A remonstrance  followed:  but 
' on  December  7,  18S7,  the  petition  was  granted. 

- and  the  people  ordered  to  organize  their  village 
in  .-\pril  following.  The  officers  elected,  .\{)ril  2. 

1 888,  were  .A,.  B.  Probert,  mayor;  M.  G.  Snyder, 
clerk;  D.  N.  Fasle\-,  treasurer;  Jackson  Loman. 

' marshal:  J.  L.  McKee,  sealer;  and  f.  B.  Linhart. 
D.  W’ineland,  E.  D.  Beam,  .A.  B.  Good_\ear  and. 
F.  K.  Stacy,  councilmen  They  qualified  on 

- April  4,  I 888,  before  .Squire  Richard,  and  the  be- 
ginnings of  municipal  life  were  made. 

The  mayors  ha\  e been  A.  B.  Probert.  1888  0*^^. 
Thomas  J.  Campbell,  1890-91;  I'.  K.  Stae\-, 
1891  to  fill  a vacancy,  and  re-elected  in  i s'qe 
In  .April.  1894.  Dr.  H.  II.  McClaran  was  clecteii. 
in  1890,  fustin  L.  Ifasley. 

M.  G.  Sm'dior  served  as  clerk  from  .\prii, 
1888.  to  .\pril,  1892,  when  Charles  I'.  Sim"n. 
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was  elected  and  qualified.  In  i.Sqt),  W.  E.  Van- 
Einan  was  elected.  i 

In  Ma\',  I S8S,  a calaboose  wa?  authorized  to 
be  built  at  a cost  of  $87.00  ('sold  in  january,  i 
1895,  for$i2y.  In  Jul}’  an  attempt  to  make  a 
fire  department  of  Edison  Eire  E.xtinguishcrs,  and 
a few  similar  acts,  showed  the  precocious  ideas  of 
the  young  council.  The  town  hall  was  begun 
and  finished  in  1892,  b}’  f.  E.  Easley,  contractor. 
The  total  cost,  $1,800,  w'as  appropriated  from 
the  general  ta.\,  and  a large  two-story  brick  house 
given  for  this  small  sum.  The  debt  of  the  town 
is  a little  over  $700,  and  the  income  $1,859.33,  ■ 
for  the  year  ending  April  i,  1894.  There  were  108 
votes  cast  in  April,  18S8,  and  164  in  April,  1895,  ; 
but  the  number  of  voters,  on  the  latter  date,  ; 
was  210.  ' 

The  municipal  election  of  1895  tesulted  in 
the  choice  of  J.  F.  Smith  (D.j,  J.  E.  \’an  Eman 
(K.  i and  R.  A.  McKee  (R.)  for  councilmen.  Tlie  , 
first  received  99  votes,  the  second  91,  and  the  I 
third  75.  •W.  E.  Sadler  was  elected  street  com- 
missioner, and  \\h  Emerson,  marshal.  The 
election  of  1896  resulted  in  the  chrjice  for  coun- 
cilmen of  J.  \V.  Simon.  M.  T.  Erie,  and  F.  R.  ' 
Stacy,  the  other  members  of  the  council  being 
John  L.  \’an  Eman,  R.  A.  McKee,  and  J.  F. 
Smith;  S.  A.  Linhart  was  elected  treasurer; 
Joseph  Enos,  marshal;  E.  D.  Bloom,  corpora- 
tion solicitor.  Thomas  G.  Campbell  and  Jere- 
miah Loman  were  elected  members  of  the  school  ; 
board,  the  other  members  being  Mrs.  Almeda 
Stouffer,  W.  Smith,  S.  A.  Einhart,  and  C.  F. 
Simon.  | 

Sc/tooi  Affairs. — A petition  signed  by  fifty- 
eight  residents  of  the  newly  incorporated  town 
was  presented  to  the  township  board  of  education, 
March  2,  1S89.  by  J.  S.  Enos,  J.  H.  Simon  and 
T.  J.  Campbell,  asking  that  certain  territory  em- 
bracing the  village  be  set  off  as  a special  school 
district.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  on 
March  16,  that  year,  T.  J.  Campbell,  J.  II. 
Simon  and  J.  S.  Enos,  were  elected  directors. 
Old  District  No  7 now  became  the  Bloomdale 
District,  with  its  school  house,  a two-story  brick 
building,  which  is  now  the  residence  of  W.  S. 
Richard.  In  1890,  R.  .V.  Emerson.  C.  F.  Simon, 

D,  X.  Easley  ami  .A.  B.  Brobert  were  chosen 
•lirectors,  Campbell  and  Enos  holding  over,  J. 

E.  Todd  was  re-employed  in  Ma_\'.  with  Ins  wife, 

as  teacher  of  the  primary  schools,  ami  Emma 
Kidgle}’  of  the  intermediate  department,  j.  W'. 
Smith  appears  to  ha\e  been  a director  at  this 
tinie,  while  in  ,\pril,  iSoi.  S.  i, inhart  was  a 

member  rvVc  Campbell.  In  June.  J.  \\'.  Simon 
was  appointed  teacher  ot  the  grammar  school. 


in  .April,  1892,  A.  M.  Fasig  took  Enos'  place  as 
director,  and  in  April,  1893,  \V.  E.  Sadler  took 
Probert's  place.  The  issue  of  bonds  for  $12  000 
was  authorized  in  1893,  S.  .A.  Einhart.  .A.  M. 
b'assig  and  ].  \\k  Smith  were  appointed  a build- 
ing committee,  w'hile  the  contract  was  awarded 
to  George  Brake,  of  Findlay,  for  $i  1,400.  T. 
|.  Campbell  and  Jerry  Loman  became  directors 
in  the  spring  of  1893,  vice  Sadler  (retired  and 
Easley  (killed  accidentalh'O  The  scliool  affairs 
were  transacted  by  the  old  board  until  .April.  1 895, 
w'hen  Mrs.  Stouffer  was  elected  vice  Capt.  Fasig. 
C.  F.  Simon,  |.  \V.  Smith,  S.  .A.  Linhart,  Jeriw 
Lom.an  and  T.  J.  Campbell.  The  numeration 
is  nearly  200. 

The  Post  Offee  was  established  Septeinber 
31,  1S77,  with  R.  .A.  Emerson,  master,  flis 
successors  were;  John  Kelly,  appointed  in  luly, 
1885  ; J.  T.  Bushong,  in  October,  ! 886,  and  Jere- 
miah Miller,  in  .August,  1SS9.  J.  T.  Idushong. 
the  present  master,  was  appointed  .August  14. 
1893.  The  history  ot  the  beginnings  of  t’iiis  of- 
fice is  given  under  the  heading  “ Idagleville, " in 
this  chapter. 

The  Exc/iangr  Bank  was  established  in  July. 
[891,  by  T.  J.  and  O.  E.  Campbell.  The  bank 
building  was  erected  in  1893  (on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Walnut  streets),  being  th  e first  modern 
business  block  erected  in  the  town,  and  the  larg- 
est brick  building  erected  speciall}'  for  banking 
and  commercial  purposes,  south  of  Bowling 
Green  and  east  of  North  Baltimore. 

liic  Merchants'  Protective  A ssoeiation  was 
organized  in  Ma\',  1895,  to  guard  against  that 
class  of  customers  who  transfer  their  patronage, 
when  it  is  inconvenient  to  pay  the  bills  presented 
by  the  trader  with  whom  they  formerly  deali. 
The  original  signers  of  the  constitution  were 
Ullery  lX  Shue,  Pisel  & McKenna,  K.  .A  Emer- 
son, 1.  Cramer  and  Miller  X Turkey. 

Industries.  — The  steam  fiouring-mill  and 
lumber-mills  are  the  principal  manufacturing  in- 
dustries. The  Baltimore  X Ohio  railroad,  coiri- 
pleted  to  this  point  in  1874.  with  the  north  and 
south  lines  crossing  at  Welker  and  I'ostoria,  offers 
complete  transportation  facilities. 

./  /'anions  Militia  Conif'any. — The  Bh'Om- 
tiale  Rides,  or  Couq)anv  II.  2d  O.  X.  li.. 
was  organizevl  on  M.iy  7,  1885,  with  .\  B 

Probert,  captain;  W.  W.  Emersim  ami  J.  J. 
Ullerv,  lieutenants;  J.  Eoimm,  first  serge, uit. 
Joseph  Enos.  |.  B.  I'rey,  Sti'phcn  D.i\;s 
and  [oseph  Einluirt,  scrgeimts;  G.  A\’  Fllioti. 
Samuel  Einhart.  Charles  ( >verholt,  james  Sm.th, 
Joseph  Cramer,  C.  G.  Bronson,  |.  Str.iw brid:, 
and  1'.  Sl.uigl’.terback,  ci'rporals;  and  M.  Pi'd  -rt 
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and  Charles  Shafer,  musicians.  The  privates  of 
the  command  at  that  time  were  Willard  Baird. 
James  Bearn,  John  Beam,  Warren  O.  Bryant, 
j.  D.  Baldwin,  H.  Cramer,  D.  L.  Cramer, 
f.  M.  Davis,  C.  W.  Eckman,  R.  A.  Emerson. 
M.  H.  Elliott,  H.  M.  Easier,  John  Kelly,  FI.  M. 
Krie^er,  Jackson  Loman,  O.  McMarray,  James 
Mason,  Robert  McKee,  Jonathan  Myers,  A.  Over-  j 
holt,  Landis  Robbins,  Edward  Robbins,  Allen 
Robbins,  George  Rice,  James  Rosendale,  Wilson  i 
Richard,  Oscar  Sheats,  M’illis  Simon,  Charles  ! 
Simon,  John  Simon,  Delton  Simon,  Moses  Si-  | 
mon,  D.  Strawbridge,  W.  Sadler,  A.  J.  Shue,  j 
Ed.  Stillwell,  W.  Slotterback,  Samuel  Singer,  ! 
F.  Swinehart,  Henry  Shell,  Charles  Shirk,  M.  C.  ' 
Thompson,  John  Taylor,  George  Erie,  Ed.  Vick- 
ers, ivmar  Whneland,  Frank  Wineland,  John  ^ 
Mhueland.  W.  Wineland  and  W.  S.  'Wagner.  | 
Capt.  Probert  was  promoted  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment,  March  17,  1887,  and 
E.  S.  Ffrvant  was  elected  captain  in  Apiril  follow- 
ing, and  served  until  April  24,  1893,  when  he  was  ! 
promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Probert,  re-  1 
tired,  and  A.  M.  Fasig,  who  was  elected  captain  , 
May  2,  1893,  had  been  an  honorary  member  be-  i 
fore  that  time.  In  June,  1894,  the  scattered  ' 
members  were  called  together  witliin  two  hours  | 
and  en  route  to  Wheeling  Creek  to  join  other 
commands  in  protecting  property. 

The  armory  was  built  in  1887-8S  at  a cost  of 
$1,500,  and  dedicated  in  May  of  that  year. 

In  1S93  the  company  won  the  first  prize  of- 
fered by  the  regiment.  The  score  of  the  com- 
pany in  the  sharp-shooting  competition  of  1894 
was  38 5 out  of  a possible  score  of  500  at  200  and 
300  yards.  Four  of  this  company  are  members 
of  the  regimental  team.  The  silver  trophy  is  an 
elaborate  one. 

' Churches. — The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  established  October  3,  1885,  when  E.  D. 
Fieam  was  chosen  leader  of  the  class.  The  mem- 
bers were;  C.  E.  Beam,  I).  X.  Easley,  R. 
Easley,  Dr.  W.  .\.  Dickey,  Josephine  Dickey, 
Ellinda  Erie.  J.  W.  .Myers,  Filmira  Myers,  J.  .-V. 
Myers,  Matilda  Myers,  Thomas  Campell,  Susan 
Campell,  Catherine  Wineland,  L.  S.  Hamilton, 
Joseph  Finos,  M.  Enos,  B.  Z.  Cotant,  S.  Fi. 
Cotant,  X.  Cotant.  Samuel  Hyter,  R.  Hyter, 
Prudence  Fisher  and  Maria  Shue.  The  presiding 
elders  of  the  district,  since  1SS  5,  have  been  L.  C. 
Webster  and  C.  Barnes.  L.  lEdt  is  the 
present  elder.  The  preachers-in-charge  ha\e 
been:  Rev.  fs;iac  X.  Kalb,  Peter  Fhggs  anti  jason 
Young,  u ho  preceded  Rev.  F'rank  Fi.  Higbie,  the 
present  pastor.  'Fhe  office  <>f  secretary  has  been 
hlleil  by  William  Werner,  J.  X.  Jamison  and  ). 


R.  Purkey;  G.  W.  Hill  being  the  present  secre- 
tary. The  church  of  this  denomination,  begun 
in  [8S7,  w'as  completed  early  in  1SS8,  at  a cost 
of  $3,300  for  land  and  building,  and  dedicated 
March  4,  1888,  by  the  late  Re\-.  William  H. 
Gibson,  of  Tiffin. 

The  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  Rev.  .-V.  C. 
Martin  is  the  present  pastor,  is  also  a new  organ- 
ization at  this  point. 

The  Enited  Brethren  Church,  presided  over 
by  Rev.  J.  E.  Hill,  is  also  a modern  organization, 
claiming  a small  membership. 

The  Radical  Enited  Brethren  Church  '.vas 
organized  March  27,  1892,  with  the  following 
members:  A.  S.  and  Maggie  Brown,  Fiiizabeth 
Duffield,  Cora  Brewer,  J.  F'.  Smith,  David 
George,  J.  X.,  R.  A.  and  Ellen  Emerson.  E.  and 
Flattie  Wineland.  The  church  was  built  in  1893, 
at  a cost,  for  land  and  house,  of  $2,000.  Rev. 
H.  C.  De  Rodes  was  the  first  pasror,  Re\-.  J.  A. 
Ferguson  the  second,  wliile  Rev.  J.  Witham 
and  Rev.  .A.nna  Witham  are  now  enjovhng  a joint 
pastorate. 

Societies. — Erie  I'-'ost,  1 10,  G.  A.  R , was 
chartered  September  9,  iSSi,  with  the  following' 
named  members:  |.  Loman,  M.  G.  Snvder.  D. 

Wineland,  W.  S.  Richard,  J.  R.  Delhi,  R.  R. 
Strawbridge,  M.  Shafer,  F'.  Bley.  G.  Browneller, 
Charles  Richard,  .A.  F'ulmer,  J.  Collins. 
E.  P.  Emerson,  G.  Brandebeiry,  W.  W.  Emer- 
son, J.  .-kndress,  J.  C.  Brandeberry,  G.  W. 
Slotterback,  J.  I'.  Linhart  and  J.  Fliller.  The 
commanders  for  the  fifteen  years  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1S95,  were  M.  Shafer  (1S81  , John 

Hiller,  1882,  1884  and  1890;  .A.  B.  Probert, 
1883,  1 885 ; Jerry'  Loman.  1886;  Joseph  Eckle^. 
1887  and  i8SS;  W.  S.  Richard,  1889;  J.  P.  Red- 
fern,  1891;  T.  J.  Campbell,  1892;  R.  Straw- 
bridge,  1893;  John  Wagner,  1894;  and  .A.  B. 
Probert,  1895.  The  adjutant's  office  has  been 
filled  by  Jerry  Loman.  1 88  i , to  January,  188  5. 
1893  and  1895;  J.  Enos,  1885;  M.  G.  Sn\der, 
1886;  C.  E.  Simon,  1887;  Probert,  1888. 

1892  and  1894;  T.  J.  Campbell,  i889  and  1891; 
R.  Strawbridge,  i 890. 

Erie  AA'omen's  Relief  Corps,  Xo.  168,  was  in- 
' stituted  by  Sarah  Schu\ler.  It  was  charterevi 
Xovember  11.  1887,  with  Chastine  Probert  it 
president;  I'amiie  J.  Redtern  5 , S.  \'.  P.  : Deb- 
l)ie  Eckles,  J.  \'.  P.  ; Elvira  Barnes,  chaplain. 
Rosa  Loman  (2;.  treasurer;  F'rankii'  Bennetf.  se-'- 
tetary;  Harriet  Miller,  conductor;  and  .\i’;i 
Kelly,  guard.  'I'he  other  members  wi  re  L'ind  . 
Erie,  (.'athoriiie,  .Amanda,  .Marv  aiul  Hetfe 
Wineland,  FA  a E.  ((>),  and  FTlie  l’>r>  ant. 
.Mnanda  Cani[)bell.  Fili/a  aiu!  Mary  Pisel,  Ruth 
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Chilcote,  Elsie  Beam,  Christina  Snyder,  lielle 
McKee,  Loraine  Horn  (4),  and  Jennie  Swinehart. 
The  presidents  in  order  of  service  are  numbered 
above,  except  Nettie  L.  Redfern,  who  was  the 
third  incumbent.  The  office  of  secretary  has 
been  filled  by  Frankie  Bennett,  Nettie  Redfern, 
Chastine  Probert,  Ella  McKenna,  and  the  pres- 
ent secretary,  Mrs.  Nettie  L.  Redfern. 

T.  J.  Campbell  Camp  was  chartered  Novem- 
ber 13.  1889,  with  thirteen  members. 

General  Steedrnan  Council  No.  66,  O.  U.  A. 
M. , was  chartered  October  12,  1892,  with  thirty 
members.  As  c>rganized  on  June  24,  that  year, 
it  claimed  the  following  named  officers:  J.  E. 

Wineland,  C. ; D.  C.  Strawbridge,  V.  C.;  J.  C. 
Easley,  recorder;  and  W.  A.  Hurrell,  assistant 
secretary.  The  councillors  elected  since  the  be- 
ginning of  1S93  are:  J.  I-.  McLachan  and  L.  A. 
Chilcote,  1893;  E.  Sadler  and  T.  J.  Roman, 
1894;  S.  M.  Cramer,  1895.  In  June,  i893,\V. 
A.  Harrell  was  elected  recording  secretary;  J.  D. 
Alexander,  in  January,  1894;  and  J.  H.  Bushong, 
in  January,  1895.  The  membersb.ip  showed  an 
increase  of  four,  or  a total  of  thirty-four  in  June, 
[893. 

Bioomdale  Lodge,  No,  2 78,  K.  of  P. , was 
chartered  February  22,  18S8,  with  the  following 
named  members:  I.  E.  Hartsell,  N.  E.  Davis, 
F.  K.  Stacy,  Z.  T.  Housman,  Daniel  ^^’ineland. 
Jerry  Roman.  J.  R.  Redfern,  A.  M.  Fasig,  E. 
R.  Bryant,  A.  B.  Goodyear,  \V.  T.  Thomas,  S. 
A.  Linhart,  J.  S.  Vhers,  Frank  Swinehart,  J.  F. 
Beam,  J.  E.  W'ineland,  Dan  McKinna,  C.  S. 
Shafer,  W.  P.  Miller,  Charles  Ullery,  George  W. 
Fries,  C.  G,  Bronson,  Win.  Wineland,  J.  S, 
Schoonover,  R.  A.  McKee.  L.  V.  Robbins,  Silas 
Swindler,  H.  S.  McKee,  A.  |.  Shue,  A.  W. 
Adams.  W.  H.  Mork,  E.  B.  Rosendale  an^l  G.  IT 
Rice.  The  past  chancellors  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: I.  T.  Hartsell,  E.  R.  Brvant,  N.  E.  Davis, 
A.  M.  Fasig.  W.  P.  Miller,  j.  P.  Beam.  D.  T. 
McKinna,  j.  E.  Wineland,  S.  .A.  Rinhart,  J.  M. 
McLochen,  \\h  G.  Elliott.  W.  B.  Sweet  and  H. 
H.  McClaran.  while  the  office  of  keeper  of  rec- 
ords and  seal  has  been  filled  Iw  S.  A.  Linhart, 
C.  S.  Shafer,  H,  S.  McKee  and  R.  A.  McKee. 
There  were  seventy  members  reported  )une,  i 895. 

Bloom  Lodge,  No.  406,  I.  O.  O.  I'.,  was 
chartered  Mav  15,  186S,  with  S.  B.  Emerson.  !•'. 
J.  Rosendale,'' R.  B.  Robins,  J.  J.  Ellery,  Will- 
iam McM array,  Israel  Simon,  W'illiam  Reatliers, 
Joe!  Weaver  and  Chancey  Beach.  The  ofil  lodge 
building  at  Eagleville,  two  miles  north  of  Bloom- 
dale,  is  now  owned  by  lEdia  Keeran. 

Bioomdale  I-odge,  No.  309.  D.  of  R.,  was 
chartered  Mav  23,  1890,  w ith  the  follow  ing  mem- 
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j hers:  E.  S.  Bryant,  Elite  Biyant,  rtitdrew  Shue. 

j Maria  Shue,  H.  G.  Horn,  Rorame  Horn,  W. 
j C.  Bryant,  Ella  Bryant.  Frank  and  Amanda 
I Wineland,  Ed  S.  Beam,  Elsie  Beam,  Daniel  and 
: Maria  Wineland,  T.  J.  Campbell,  Ivmcliiie  Camp- 
bell and  George  H.  Riley. 

Bioomdale  Lodge,  46,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  was  chart- 
ered December  9,  1893,  with  Dr.  G.  H.  Rile\- 
and  twenty-seven  other  members. 


lUlRDSTOWX. 

! This  place  w'as  platted  foi:  Josiah  Ba'rd. 

\ and  the  plat  recorded  in  October.  '874.  From 
1 April,  1876,  to  February,  1S77,  thirt\'-eighf 
i frame  and  two  brick  houses  were  erected  U' 

' the  \'illage.  O.  H.  Gibson's  sawmill,  liaoi- 
I w'are  and  measure  factory,  Dr.  Colter's  drug 
! store.  G.  W.  Ogden’s  general  store  and  gri:-t- 
, mill  leased  from  Baird'',,  John  Baird's  hotel 
i Wm.  Koon's  blacksmith  shop.  Fa}' Bros. ' carri- 
age and  wagon  shop,  Lewis  Heaton's  saloon, 
George  Mureatz’s  slice  shop,  M.  Limbai's  tiu- 
j shop,  Mvers  & Co.,  and  E.  Simon's  sa'wmills,  W. 

I H Gibson  & Co.  : Rev.  Gen.  Cribson  wno  died  in 
I 1S93  3.t  Tiffin';,  shingle,  heading,  and  stave  mills, 
grain  warehouse,  stone  quarrt'  and  limekiln,  and 
! smaller  works.  In  1877,  Ihewe}',  Lane  fv  Co's 
heading,  hoop  and  stave  factor}',  brick  kilns,  ami 
I kindred  industries  w'erc  established.  The  tsi- 
mon  mill  was  opened  in  1872. 

The  village  was  incorporated  August  i6,  1S81. 

, on  petition  of  sixty-one  inhabitants  filed  on  June 
' 8,  that  year.  The  officers  elected  to  ser\e  until 
April,  1S82,  were  Levi  Kistler,  mayor:  E. 
Ogden,  treasurer;  .\.  B.  Erankfather.  mtirslnd' 
M.  C.  Briggs,  clerk;  Z.  T.  Housman,  M.  A.  Cul- 
\'er.  William  Kline,  James  Thompson,  W.  .A 
Herst  and  John  Wagner,  councilrnen.  The  first 
meeting  w'as  held  December  29,  1881.  .-\t  tlu.t 

time,  it  was  resohed  that  Dr,  Housman,  .M.  .A.  Cul- 
ver and  William  Kline  be  apiioiuted  a committee 
to  '‘investigate  the  Blazing  Stump,  and  report 'm 
regard  to  its  being  a suitable  place  for  a m.iyor  s 
office."  The  ma}(ns  subsecpientl}  elected  are 
named  as  follows:  Levi  Kistler,  1 8;-' 1-84;  Z, 

'F.  Housman,  1884-86:  George  Li  C.riuu-. 

i886-(,)0;  Da\id  Nusbauin,  1896;  R.  M bre}. 
1891;  Levi  Kistler.  1894;  ami  brank  H.  l'ra'\  • 
ford,  i8o(').  The  clerks  ha\e  been  G . t>  tlriine-'. 
who  succeeded  to  the  office  of  clerk  in  i.'8-, ; m 
.'•Eu',  1884.  A.  i I imp:  hi'c ; :n  1 8,so,  D ,\ 
man;  in  1887,  ( '.  . Crawford:  in  i88,s,  \\  . L. 

, Bonneli;  in  iScji.  Harr}  ,\I  Suydc'.  111  180.;. 

bl.  Kiiodle;  and  'u  1890.  ).  W.  Ptumed,  Jr.  1 lu' 
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election  Oi  April,  1S93,  niembers  of  council 
resulted  as  follows;  C.  August,  Leander 

Eckman,  Christ  Beckley,  and  Ed.  Briggs;  the 
election  of  spring  of  1896  returned  John  Good- 
erhani,  George  Houser,  and  John  Haley,  for 
councilmen.  Treasurer,  Harry  M.  Snyder;  mar- 
shal, George  Wagner.  The  members  of  the 
school  board  elected  in  1S95  were:  Delton  Si- 

mon, J.  H.  Wagner,  R.  M.  Frey,  .Nfrs.  J.  J. 
Baird,  Mrs.  Dr.  Bell,  and  Mrs.  Bloomfield;  in 
1 896  election ; Frank  H.  Crawford  (clerk),  ^E 
C.  Briggs  (president),  and  R.  M.  Frey. 

The  Post  0/jicc  was  established  in  1S73,  with 
M.  G.  Heaton,  or  Benton  Feathers,  master. 
M.  C.  Briggs  was  appointed  in  18S1,  Abraham 
Hampshire  in  18S5,  Capt.  Adatns  in  1887.  George 

G.  Grimes  in  1S89,  Edgar  Knodle  in  1890,  when 
it  was  created  a money-order  office,  and  Frank 

H.  Crawford  in  1S93.  The  receipts  from  stamps, 
money  orders  and  registered  letters  amount  to 
about  $300  annually.  In  the  Press  chapter,  the 
newspaper  enterprises  of  George  G.  Grimes  are 
noticed. 

Fires. — The  first  fire  occurred  on  July  8, 
1890,  and  destroyed  Herst's  saloon  and  dwelling, 
and  the  Briggs  & Jones  store,  which  occupied  the 
site  of  their  present  buildings.  The  ne.xt  took 
place  July  17.  [890,  destroying  Hearson  & 

Grimes’  drug  store,  where  E.  Knodle's  store  now 
stands.  On  July  26,  the  Ogden  brick  block  was 
destroyed,  the  postmaster  saving  the  papers,  etc., 
of  bis  office.  On  July  28,  four  barns  were 
burned,  and  the  last  of  the  series  of  fires  was 
recorded.  The  ruins  of  the  Ogden  Block  are  yet 
to  be  seen. 

Railroad  Ineidents — The  wreck  on  the  Balti- 
more & Ohio  road,  at  Bairdstown,  February  14, 
1890,  resulted  in  the  death  of  a few  human 
beings  and  the  destruction  of  much  property. 
Tlie  Baltimore  &:  Ohio  railroad  ‘ ‘ hold-up  ’’  of  De- 
cember 7,  1894,  resulted  in  tb.e  instant  death  of 
Arthur  Brown  and  Henry  Rees,  and  the  serious 
wounding  of  Flenry  Harris,  all  of  .\uburn,  Ind., 
who  were  traveling  eastward  in  search  of  work. 
Harris  stated  that,  just  as  the  train  left  Deshler, 
four  men  entered  the  car,  demanded  their  money 
and  then  opened  fire  with  the  result  described. 

C/j/z/r/'cs'.  — United  Brethren  Sharon  Church 
adopted  articles  of  association  November  17, 
1877,  and  elected  Elias  Simon,  Elias  Monasmith 
and  Isaac  Crouse,  trustees.  The  society's  church 
was  then  completed  and  offered  for  use,  as  a 
union  building,  to  sister  societies,  who  would 
bear  a proportion  of  the  building  expenses.  The 
church  was  dedicated.  July  22,  1S77.  The  sub- 
scription paper  was  drafted  by  Elias  Simon,  John 
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and 

Joh 

n Rhoad  g: 
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$200  each. 

! Building  cost 

$.3 

,500.  Elias 

and 

Margaret  S'- 

I mon,  John  and  Catherine  Rhoad,  Benjamin  and 
^ Mary  Wiley,  David  Elliott  and  wife,  Joseph  C. 

, and  Mar}-  Beck,  Mr.  Black  and  wife,  Elizabeth 
Long.  Thomas  Lumbar,  and  William  Kline, 
i There  are  thirty-five  members.  Pastors;  Revs. 
Beaver,  Isaac  Crouse  (1S77),  G.  French  (1S80), 
A.  B.  Leonard.  L.  Sharp,  N.  S.  Long,  J.  W. 
Powell,  J.  G.  Hofacre,  R.  French,  G.  E.  Hill, 

' S.  H.  Roudebaugh,  H.  L.  Snyder,  and  Bar- 
bour, the  present  pastor. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organ- 
i ized  in  January,  1889,  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Barnes,  pre- 
> siding  elder,  sent  Rev.  W.  D.  Thomas  hither  as 
I preacher-in-charge.  The  members  were  Alexan- 
; der  Long,  \\’.  J.  Meintire,  Mhlliam  Archer,  Etta 
j Archer,  A.  G.  Baird,  Estella  Rhinehart,  George 
I and  Mrs.  Swinehart,  Mary  Walker.  Amanda 
Briggs  and  Jane  Koons.  A.  R.  Long  was  ap- 
pointed leader,  and  Wh  Leathers,  M.  C.  Briggs, 

' A.  R.  Long,  A.  G.  Baird  and  WU  H.  Archer, 

: trustees.  Eliphas  and  Alice  Ellinwood  were 
subsequently  admitted.  Rev.  F.  M.  Houser 
came  in  September,  1S89.  In  P'ebruary,  1890, 
the  Sunday-school  was  organized  with  P'.  H. 
Crawford,  superintendent.  In  July,  1890.  Og- 
i den's  Hall,  in  which  services  were  held,  was 
I burned,  and  in  September  the  erection  of  the 
, church  building  was  commenced.  It  was  dedi- 
: cated  March  8.  1891.  The  society  embraces 
■ sixty-five  members,  who  own  a clear  church 
! piopert} . F.  E.  High}  is  pastor  and  Mr.  Crau  - 
i ford,  superintendent. 

BiooUi  Church.  The  sale,  on  August  17, 
1857,  of  a small  parcel  of  land  in  Section  27  was 
j made  by  John  Baird  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  trustees — Jacob  Leathers,  Alexander  Al- 
bright. Robert  Smith,  Solomon  Whisler,  Johin 
Whisler,  William  Leathers  and  John  Baird. 


CVGNF.T. 

This  village  was  surveyed  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  uest  half  of  northwest  quarter  of 
Sec.  7,  T.  3,  R.  II.  for  Ephraim  and  Sarah  J. 
Shinabarger,  in  Februar'.',  1883.  by  D.  D.  Ames, 
and  named  Pleasant  \’iew.  In  May  and  June, 
1885,  J.  Winans  surveyed  for  Horace  S.  Wal- 
bridge.  on  tb.e  old  Joshua  '\'eam:rn  tract,  an  addi- 
tion to  tire  \illage.  which  he  named  •■C}'gnet." 
Prior  to  the  incorporation  of  tlie  viilage  it  was  a 
busy  oil  town. 
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The  bursting  of  an  oil  tank,  one  of  the  first 
accidents,  took  place  in  September,  1888.  It 
resulted  in  the  death  of  Wyrick  and  Mulnix,  as 
well  as  in  the  loss  of  $10,000  worth  of  property. 
This  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind  in  the  Ohio  oil 
field,  and  the  second  in  America. 

Fires. — In  1887  or  thereabouts,  the  old  Yea- 
man  mill,  which  was  moved  to  Cygnet  and  con- 
verted into  a planing-mill  two  years  before,  was 
burned,  and  with  it  two  men.  The  destruction 
of  the  railroad  depot  was  another  serious  loss. 
A few  destructive  fires  occurred  since.  That  of 
January  30,  1891,  swept  away  all  the  buildings, 
on  the  north  side  of  Front  street  to  the  T.  & O.  C. 
railroad,  including  the  Buckeye  Supply  Co.’s 
store,  Belknap's  confectionery,  Myers’  drug 
store,  J.  A.  McCrory's  livery,  Fenberg's  clothing 
store,  and  V.  Hahn's  grocery.  The  total  damage 
was  estimated  at  $50,000,  but  the  lives  of  Mr. 
Maloney,  his  boy  and  Francis  Slattery,  more 
valuable  than  the  village,  were  sacrificed.  The 
fire  of  March  10,  1894,  destroyed  the  business 
part  of  the  village,  east  of  the  T,  & O.  C.,  en- 
tailing a loss  estimated  at  over  $25,000.  This 
tract  was  soon  rebuilt,  in  some  cases,  brick  tak- 
ing the  place  of  wood  in  the  construction  of  the 
houses.  The  Fenberg  brick  block,  40.\50  feet, 
erected  in  1894.  is  one  of  the  improvements; 
James  Walsh's  boiler  and  repair  shop,  and  other 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  buildings  were 
also  erected.  The  Hughes  brick  block  was 
erected  simultaneouslv  with  the  Fenberg  building. 

The  First  Post  Offiee  was  established,  with 
Reuben  Carey,  postmaster,  in  1885.  G.  A. 
Southwick  was  succeeded  in  April,  1893,  by  S. 
A.  Smith,  who  is  now  the  incumbent. 

The  Cygnet  School  Distriet  was  established 
April  15,  1895,  '■vhen  the  school  board  of  Bloom 
township  set  off  Sections  6 and  7,  in  the  N. 
I of  the  township,  as  a special  district. 

The  first  house  on  the  town  plat  was  built  by 
Reuben  Carey,  who  established  a sawmill  there 
in  1883,  while  James  Kelly  built  on  Lot  17,  now 
owned  by  Reuben  Messenger.  The  first  building 
was  sold  to  George  A.  Southwick,  who,  like  the 
first  owner,  rents  it.  Judson  Thompson  built  on 
Lot  18,  but  the  house  was  moved  and  an  oil  well 
drilled  on  its  site:  George  R.  Goodwin  built  a 
house  on  Lot  i,  which  is  yet  standing;  facob 
Hendricks  built  on  Lot  2;  Fd\'ard  Bennett  pur- 
chased Lots  3,  4 and  5;  Martin  Collins  built  on 
Lot  5,  while  the  old  opera  house  on  Lot  4 was 
cut  into  twr>  p;irts.  and  one  part  [ilaced  on  Lot 
3-  To-day  the  main  street  of  Cygnet  extends 
from  a point  a few  block.s  west  of  the  railroad  to 
the  Whitacre  farm.  It  shows  two  lines  of  business 
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i and  dwelling  houses,  while  the  parallel  and  lat- 
eral streets  are  not  wanting  in  manufacturing  and 
dwelling  houses. 

■ During  the  year  1895,  many  residence  build- 
ings were  added  to  the  village,  and  necessarv 
i public  improvements  made,  the  most  important 
of  which  is  the  main  sewer  in  Main  street.  Sani- 
tary laws  suggested  this  long  ago,  but  not  until 
' April,  1895,  did  the  friends  of  progress  prene 
' strong  enough  to  elect  a council  aiid  a set  of 
officers  who  would  carry  out  such  improvements. 

The  Corporation  Olfi<-'i(iC ■ — The  first  officials 
of  Cygnet  were:  E.  A.  Guy,  mayor;  Martin 

Moran,  clerk  gnd  treasurer;  and  A.  L.  Mercer,  a 
trustee.’  Jacob  Deckman  was  appointed  marshal, 
I and  authority  was  given  to  build  a calaboose. 

' The  first  meeting  was  held  July  29,  1889.  In 
April,  1890,  the  hamlet  go\  ernrnent  was  changed 
I to  a village  government.  Arthur  Campbell  was 
chosen  mayor,  A.  L.  Mercer,  L.  Bowser,  Louis 
Martin,  James  R.  Craun,  M.  E.  O'Connor,  and 
Hugh  B.  McGivern,  councilmen,  Charles  Struble. 

, clerk,  M.  J.  Grogan,  treasurer.  A.  A.  Heltman 
succeeded  Struble  as  clerk,  in  May,  1S90;  E.  X. 
McCoy  was  appointed  street  commissioner  in 
! Ma\’,  and  B.  M.  Van  Uer  \’eer,  clerk  in  Xovem- 
: ber,  1890.  In  April,  1891,  Hugh  B.  McGivern 
was  elected  mayor,  \V.  H.  Hawkins  and  J F. 
June,  councilmen,  and  D.  S.  \'andersall.  marshal. 
L.  Bowser,  councilman,  and  the  marshal  re- 
I signed  in  Februar}’,  1892,  and  Geo,  A.  South- 
wick was  appointed  viee  Bowser.  At  that  time 
a fire  department  was  organized  and  a fire  engine 
purchased.  The  election  of  .-vpril,  1 892,  resulted 
; in  the  choice  of  I).  W.  Suit/  for  mayor;  C.  B. 

! Miller,  clerk;  M.  J.  Grogan,  treasurer;  S.  A. 

, Smith,  marshal;  M.  E.  O’Connor  and  L.  J.  Hart, 
i councilmen,  wdth  Messrs.  Hartigan,  Mackey. 
Mercer,  and  June,  associates.  In  1893,  1).  W. 
Suit/  was  elected  mayor;  \V.  M.  Haley,  clerk: 
and  I).  C.  Tobin,  marshal;  whde  the  councilmen 
were  Messrs.  O'Connor,  Hart,  Mercer,  Hughes 
and  Hartigan.  I).  C.  Tobin  was  appointed.  : .o-. 
Grant,  in  August.  In  January,  1894,  E.  Swa/e\‘ 
was  appointed  [iiarshal,  vice  C.  L.  Wiley;  and. 
in  April.  H.  \’.  McGivern  was  elected  mayor: 
F.  \V.  Hollopcter,  marshal;  .Mva  Ra\inond  and 
.A.  L.  Mercer,  councilmen;  W.  M.  Halew  clerk; 
and  M.  J.  Grogmi,  treasurer.  Messrs.  Hughe.'. 
Falls.  Bowman  and  Hartigan,  with  the  council- 
men-clect,  formed  the  boanl,  while,  in  189;. 
James  Carmack,  james  Curtin  and  S.  A.  Smith 
were  elected  members.  Mr.  Haley  resigned  the 
otTice  of  clerk  in  August.  1895.  when  )osep:i 
Martin  was  a])p(^inted.  On  his  resignation  m 
December,  I 895,  John  I).  Tennant  was  aiipomte 
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The  public  improvements  for  1895  included  a 
main  sewer,  built  at  a cost  of  $2,160.  The 
proposition  to  macadamize  this  street  has  been 
well  received.  The  elections  of  1896  resulted  as 
follows:  Hugh  McGi'.ern,  mayor;  J.  D.  Ten- 

nant, clerk;  J.  H.  Ferguson,  marshal;  Geo.  R. 
Goodwin,  treasurer;  D.  Bowman,  J.  S.  Curtin, 
J.  S.  Carmack,  M.  |.  Walsh.  Geo.  Grant,  and 
J.  A.  McCrory,  councilmen;  J.  H.  Ferguson,  Abe 
Loe,  Joseph  Curtin  ( clerk  j,  and  L.  S.  Whitacre 
(treasurer),  while  the  old  members  are  H.  V. 
McGivern  and  L F.  June. 

Chiu-chi's.-—'X\\e  Catholic  church,  dedicated 
to  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  was  completed  in 
1892,  as  a mission  building  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Aloysius,  or  Bowling  Green.  The  congregation 
embraces  about  200  Catholics.  The  Church  is 
attended  by  Father  Schreiner,  of  St.  Aloysius 
parish. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  was  organ- 
ized, in  1S89,  by  Rev.  Charles  Hoag,  of  Toledo. 
It  claims  a fair  membership.  In  1894  or  1895, 
Mrs.  Brands  was  elected  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  Rev.  W.  W.  Winters  ap- 
pointed preacher-in-charge. 

The  Radical  United  Brethren  Society  was 
organized,  in  1891,  by  Rev.  De  Rhodes.  In 
March,  1892,  Mrs.  Millie  Williams  began  col- 
lecting a building  fund.  Madames  Ella  Henning, 
Ferney,  Surverson  and  M.hlliams,  were  appointed 
trustees.  A building  was  purchased  from  Reuben 
Carey,  which  was  fitted  up  as  a house  of  wor- 
ship, and  is  still  used  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Ferguson,  of  Si.\  Points,  was  the  pastor  until 
September,  1895,  when  Mr.  De  Rhodes  came. 
Mrs.  C.  Henning  is  the  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent, and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Thomas  is  secretary. 
The  membership  in  September,  1895,  wa.s  limited 
to  a few  persons. 

The  Christian  Church  was  established  here  in 
1840,  or  about  the  time  that  the  class  at  Rudolph 
was  organized.  ,\fter  the  village  was  platted,  a 
meeting-house  was  built  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Reason  Whitacre  farm,  which  stood  until  the 
fall  of  1894,  when  the  building  was  moved  to 
Jerry  City. 

Socicfh's. — White  Swan  Lodge,  No.  3S4,  K. 
of  P. , was  instituted,  with  eighteen  members,  in 
1888.  Chancellor  Commander  Kerr  presided  in 
1895,  with  C.  E.  Wolf,  K.  of  R.  S. 

Cygnet  Tent,  No.  94,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  was  or- 
ganized in  1890.  In  1895,  f.  .\.  Raymond  was 
commander,  and  James  White,  record-keeper. 
The  tent  has  a large  membershic),  iriadc  up  of 
the  male  members  of  the  families  represented  in 


Erergreen  Hive,  whose  names  are  given  in  the 
sketch  of  the  hive. 

Evergreen  Hive,  No.  48,  L.  O.  T.  M .was 
instituted  October  30,  1893,  with  twent_\-li\-e 

members,  namely:  Ollie  D.  Miller,  (fora  \'.  Sny- 
der, M.  S.  O'Connor,  M.  K.  I'oster.  M.  B. 
Murphy,  M.  C.  Fields,  Annie  L.  Miller,  Etia 
Campbell,  Mamettie  Whitacre,  Jennie  Hart. 
Sarah  M.  Jackson,  Alice  L.  Kidd.  Mar}'  Fitz- 
gerald, Mary  T.  Donley,  Pfllen  G.  litus,  .A.ir,elia 
Hodson,  Nora  M.  Owens,  Lenora  Shuey,  Della 
Magill,  Lina  E.  Newton,  Isadore  E.  Miller,  I'.lia 
Donohoe,  Henrietta  Goodwin,  Mary  E.  Parma- 
lee,  and  Mary  A.  Brown.  In  1895,  Cora 
Snyder  was  lady  commander,  and  Annie  L.  Mil- 
ler, lady  record-keeper. 

Base  Ball  and  Race  Track  Association  is  pre- 
sided over  bv  D.  C.  Tobin,  with  I'red.  Roe. 
sec.;  M.  J.  Grogan,  treas.  ; R.  A.  Hughes, Dr.. A.  L. 
Mercer,  M.  J.  Walsh  and  T.  D.  Tighe,  directors. 

Railroad  .-l,gr//r_r. — The  hrst  agent  was  Reu- 
ben Carev.  George  ,A.  Southwick  came  next, 
during  whose  administration  the  sign  board  with 
the  word  Cvgxet  was  raised;  Reuben  Carey  was 
again  appointed,  then  W M Haley,  next  ].  R. 
Craun,  and  then  the  present  agent,  J.  W.  Shaffer, 
who  was  appointed  in  Januaiy,  1891. 


JERRY  CITY. 

This  lively  and  pretty  village,  which  lirS 
partly  in  Bloom  to\^’nship,  and  partly  in  Port- 
age, was  not  always  the  bus}-,  thriving  I'l'toe 
which  the  visitor  of  to-day  finds  it.  .Amos 
Dewese,  of  Weston  township,  who  was  there 
during  the  hard  winter  of  1842-43,  gives  his 
reminiscences  and  introduces  Jonathan  Stull, 
who  was  the  pioneer  of  this  particular  spot 
in  the  wilderness.  His  statement  is  valuable  as 
a reference  to  that  terrible  winter  in  this  county, 
and  the  ‘'Jerry  City  ’’  of  fifty-three  years  ago. 

1 began  work  for  one  Soiether  .-\pril  1,  I't.'!.  >now  i 
ice  on  the  ground  and  .sleielmig.  He  tcave  nu-  a.  ' 
Wliile  working  there  a Jonathan  Stud  i ame  in  the  cl-.Mr.:.v. 
He  had  a hag  on  his  shoulder  with  a peck  of  e.irs  of  co':'.. 
that  fie  got  from  Daniel  Milbourn.  Stull  w.is  nmcli  deoress-  u 
.ind  di.scouraei'd  on  .iccount  ot  tlie  terrible  li.ird  winter.  U <• 
talked  of  .\dventism.  as  the  Mdli'i'ites  said  t'.u-  end  oi 
world  was  at  hand.  Mr.  Stull  said  hi'  jir.ived  lor  it  ever\ 
(lav.  as  he  h.id  seen  .ill  the  trouble  he  wanted,  to  see.  lb- 
said  hi  had  eight  he. id  ot  horses,  and  all  hail  dii'd:  tui  rit >- 
eieht  head  of  ca.ttle  .mil  Jhu  he.ad  ot  hogs,  and  .ill  u e;  ,-  .h  .i.; 

1 had  to  pass  Mr.  .'stull's  cabin  olten.  He  told,  me  ;h,i:  = 

had  been  married  tweha' \ e.irs;  the\  h.id  ten  'dmilren.  .1 
Nihom  were  almost  nude.  Not  one  ot  them  li.nl  ..  : : 

I'hev  hadn't  .,  bed  nor  .1  window  in  tne  house.  Ib  w.'s'.i  - 
owner  of  .1  three-i|u.irti'r  section  ot  good  land  ■'  1 i..  r. 
s.iid  .Stull.  " 1 h.u  <■  one  peek  ot  e.irs  of  corti  m th.-  s.ick.  .'f 
w lien  I take  it  liome  atid  grind  it  in  the  h.md-mitl,  .uid.  . 
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It  \Mtl'  uati-r,  bake  anti  eat  it  with  m\-  wife  arid  ten  children. 
(;,)d  knows  where  the  next  will  come  from.  They  must 
starve,  " He  wept  like  a child.  During  my  stay  with  Buisey 
I had  to  yo)  to  and  front  Shelia's.  I had  to  pass  a number  of 
cabin.',  forsaken  and  uninh.abited.  d'hey  looked  ydoomy 
cnoiiyh.  surrounded  by  ice  and  water  and  the  dismal  swamp. 
One  of  which  had  belonged  to  a John  k'lird,  was  new.  A 
number  of  wild  hogs  had  taken  possession.  They  had  [died 
in  on  to;.'  of  each  other,  and  there  perished  with  cold  and 
hunger.  When  out  hunting  for  coon  and  mink,  whenever  ! 
we  found  hogs  they  were  invariably  dead.  Taylor  lost  about 
hutv-rive  head  of  cattle;  .Mr.  Keeler  seventy-hi'e  head,  while 
ihi-  Sargents,  Tllsworlh,  Snisbury  and  (.freen  lost  alioul  the 
same  proportion,  during  that  terrible  winter,  ner  er  to  be  for- 
gotten by  the  old  settlers.  .Mtiny  harf  to  move  out  of  the 
black  Swamp  before  spring. 

Jerry  City  was  surveyed  November  6,  1861, 
by  J.  Hastings  for  John  Smith.  The  location 
was  formerly  called  “ Stulltown, " in  honor  of 
Stull,  who  was  one  of  the  first  and  best  of  pio- 
neers: ne.xt  “Shiloh,”  and  ultimately  given  its 
present  name,  in  honor  of  Jerry  Nestlerode,  of 
Fostoria,  who  had  been  in  business  here  and  left 
his  impress  on  the  locality.  On  January  18, 
1872,  a new  plat  of  the  village  was  recorded. 

Jerry  City  was  incorporated  September  S. 
1875,  on  a petition  presented  by  forty-three  res- 
idents on  June  8.  of  that  year.  The  proposal 
was  fought  at  every  point,  but  the  majority  won. 
and  ihe  villagers  of  Jerry  City  became  a munici- 
pal body. 

The  m.ayors  of  the  village  have  been  as  follows; 
1876 — T.  C.  McEwen;  1877 — Theodore  Brown; 
1878 — T.  C.  McEwen;  1879 — S.  S.  Bronson; 

1881- 84 — C.C.  Soule;  1884 — Theo.  Brown;  1S87 
— Nicholas  Holt;  1887 — W.  S.  Solether;  188S — 
E.  W.  Heald,  resigned;  1888 — J.  E.  Wilsey:  1889 
— Benjamin  Sutherland;  1891 — \'olney  Jones; 
1895-96 — C.  E.  Thompson. 

The  clerks  have  been  as  follows:  1876 — 

L.  1).  Milbourn;  1877 — \V.  Lefler;  1878  — 

0.  N.  Bryant;  1879 — I).  Newcomb;  i8St  — 
A.  \V.  Letter:  1883 — C.  .A.  Risser;  1885 — L.  J. 
Lefler;  1S87-— H.  H.  McClelland;  1889 — Luther 
Girton;  i S90 — Harry  L.  Spencer;  1892 — C.  E. 
Thompson;  1894-96 — T.  Hickerson. 

The  office  of  treasurer  has  been  filled  by  S.  S. 
Gobbel,  \V.  B.  Bryant,  and  C.  \V.  Solether.  the 
present  incumbent.  A.  Swarti^  is  the  j)resent 
niarshal  ( 1 896;. 

The  trustees  or  councilmen  are  named  in  the 
following  list: 

ffitS  1 ).  S.  ISoyd,  Tlu'o.  brnwh,  G.  Hampsliiie,  J.  ttoblx-l, 
,\.  Stevens,  S.  .S.  birnnsun. 

1S7T  J.Gubbel,  I'eter  (jobbel,  W.  Ik  Bryant.  L.  [.  Letler,  J. 
F.yrle,  .\.  .Steven.s. 

1S78  (ieorge  Hampshire,  W.  H.  Bry.uu,  B.  • Sutherland, 
■\.  I ).  NewcomI). 

18dt  C.C.  Xestli  md(  . George  Ikiker,  [lieodoia  Brown. 

188U  l>enj.  .Sutlierlaud,  J.  Iryrle,  j.  .\.  I l.iight,  Henry  .\I\crs. 

1, ss|_(;  Baker,  1.  Hunsicker,  B.  I.  I.elh-r,  C.  C.  NistlercKle. 

1882 —  h',  \'osburg,  S.  .S.  Gobbel,  \\  . B.  Bryant. 


1888 — John  Eyrie,  ?d.  J.  Turner,  L.  J.  Teller,  A.  B.  Miller. 
1884  -W.  B.  Bryant,  j.  Wilsey.  Peter  Gobbel,  Jacob  Gobbel, 
resigned  in  lS8nor  1>'80. 

1885 — \\k  Jk  Brvant,  C.  C.  Nestlerode,  L.  Loe,  -S.  S.  Gobbel, 
J.  Wilsey.' 

188i)--'C.  Frey,  L.  Loe,  .Solomon  S.  Gobbel,  W.  E.  Trank- 
father,  G.  Hampshire. 

Is87  G.  Rearick,  George  W.  Cupp,  F.  \’osburg,  J.  H. 
Hampshire. 

1888 —  J.  H.  Hampshire,  Win.  Frankfather,  .Amos  Frederick. 

1889 —  J.  H.  Thomjison,  L.  J.  Leber,  James  Teatsworth. 

ISho — Perrv  Heald,  J.  H.  Hamp.=;hire,  .Vinos  M.  Frederick. 
1891  G.  C'.  Weaver,  S.  S.  Dilley,  A.  Brand,  A.  T.  Hicker- 
son, A.  VanBlarcuiii,  C.  W.  .Solether. 

1892— -W.  W Redm.an,  Aaron  II.  Brand,  Benjamin  Suthei- 

land,  James  Teatsworth.  J.  C.  Thompson. 

1893 —  Geo.  N.  Shat/.el,  D.  C.  Whitehead,  H.  H.  .^IcClella^id, 

VanBlarcum. 

1894 —  E.  E.  Redman,  H.  H.  .McClelland,  James  Teatsworth, 
.-V.. VanBlarcum.  D.  C.  Whitehead. 

189.5— James  Teatsworth,  .-V.  A.  Brand,  H.  H.  McClelland,  A. 
VanBlarcum,  W.  H.  Frederick,  and  C.  Shasteen.  ap- 
pointed with  E.  E.  Redman  .md  1).  C.  Whiteliead. 
lS9fi — Aaron  Brand,  B.  tJdell,  Perry  Heald,  S.  Mullen, 
Jas.  Teatsworth,  Francis  W eirick. 

The  Post  Office  may  be  said  to  date  back  a 
quarter  of  a century,  when  I.  \V.  Nestlerode  was 
given  a key  by  the  department  and  permitted  to 
open  the  mail  sack  tor  Mungen.  In  1878  R.  M. 
Cellars  was  appointed  postmaster,  but  for  many 
reasons  a commission  was  issued  to  A.  Van  Blar- 
cum  that  }'ear.  He  did  not  serve,  howe\  er,  as  a 
new  petition,  asking  for  the  appointment  of 
O.  N.  Bryant,  was  presented  and  granted.  Mr. 
Bryant  served  until  1S85,  when  W.  B.  Bryant 
took  his  place,  and  held  the  position  until  Sep- 
tember, 1S89.  J.  F.  Woilam  served  froi’i  that 
time  until  July,  1892,  when  G.  W.  Fries,  the 
present  postmaster,  took  charge. 

Chu relics. — The  German  Evangelical  Luther- 
an Chinch  is  the  senior  religious  society  of  the 
village.  Jacob  Gobbel,  Elizabeth  Gobbel,  Peter 
Gobbel,  George  Weaver  and  wife,  John  and  Caro- 
line Apple  and  J.  H.  Hampshire  were  among  the 
first  members.  The  society  was  organized  in 
1882  by  Rev.  John  Snyder,  and  worshiped  in 
the  old  McEwen  store,  which  the  Methodists  had 
refitted  as  a house  of  worship.  In  1883  a $1,400 
building  was  erected  on  a lot  donated  by  Jacob 
Gobbel. 

The  Methodist  Episcojtal  Society,  no'v  claim- 
ing forty  members  and  a Sunday-school  attend- 
ance of  seventy-five,  is  presided  o\er  b_\-  Rev. 
W.  A.  W'inters. 

The  Radical  United  Brethren  Society,  of 
which  Rev.  John  I'erguson  is  pastor,  dedicated  a 
house  of  worship  on  January  13.  1893,  the  cost 
of  the  building  being  ,$1,400. 

The  C'hristi  in  Churcli  Society  was  cstablishcvl 
here  in  1S94,  most  of  the  seventy  members  being 
formerly  members  of  the  Sugar  Grove  society. 
The  house  of  worship  was  erected  sliortly  after. 
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during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Wollie}’.  The  first  | 
trustees  were  A.  Van  Blarcuin,  F.  Sutton  and  i 
]ohn  W.  Bolts,  who  were  also  members  of  the 
building  committee;  A.  VanBlarc'im,  James  and 
Rezin  Whitacre  and  M.  L.  ^^ilbourn.  elders: 

F.  Sutton,  Ed.  W'hitacre  and  Benjamin  Mc- 
Laughlin, deacons.  There  are  thirty-two  mem- 
bers, who  own  the  building  on  Bronson  street, 
which  cost  $i,6oo. 

Sccj-i't  Socicth's. — Vitus  Lodge,  No.  602,  I. 
O.  O.  F. , was  instituted  November  6,  1874,  with 
S.  S.  Bronson,  G.  B.  Gorton,  H.  J.  Smith,  R. 
M.  Gellers,  George  Hampshire,  W.  S.  Baker, 
Edwin  Miller,  Daniel  Kunkler  and  John  Eyrie. 
The  original  name  was  Boyd  Lodge,  named  in 
honor  of  D.  S.  Bo}’d,  one  of  the  original  mem-  i 
bers  and  first  noble  grand.  His  successors  have  i 
been  S.  S.  Bronson,  1875:  G.  B.  Gorton  and  R. 
M.  Cellars,  1876;  Theo.  Flrown  and  G.  B.  Gor- 
ton, 1877;  A.  D.  Newcomb  and  Philip  Spackey, 
1878;  D.  L.  Kunkler  and  O.  N.  fkyant,  1879: 
W.  B.  lEyant  and  John  Eyrie,  iSSo;  J.  \V.  Coy 
and  John  Otterbacher,  1881;  W.  Robison  and 

M.  Weiland,  1882;  \V.  Weiland  and  J.  F.  Wol- 
1am,  1883;  James  Teatsworth,  1884;  H.  Smith 
and  \V.  B.  Bryant,  1885;  A.  Frederick  and  W. 
B.  Bryant,  1886;  A.  Frederick  and  H.  D.  Hahn, 
1887;  F.  \V.  Heald  and  J.  H.  Chapman,  1888: 
J.  P'.  Wilsey  and  James  Thompson,  1889;  John 
Bailey  and  C.  A.  Patterson,  1890;  H.  L.  Spen- 
cer and  S.  C.  Rearick,  1891;  N.  Whistler  and 
B.  Frederick,  1892;  George  Shatzel  and  J.  M. 
Church,  1893;  Charles  Weirick  and  S.  K.  Derier, 
1894;  M.  J.  Turner  and  Flenry  Hiser,  1895.  The 
secretaries  have  been  G.  B.  Gorton  and  R.  M. 
Cellars,  1875;  Thomas  Brown  and  D.  Kunkler, 
1876;  W.  D.  Newcomb  and  William  Spackey, 
1877;  J.  W.  Coy  and  O.  N.  Bryant,  1878;  \\h 
B.  Bryant  and  John  Plyrle,  1879;  J.  Otterbacher. 
1880;  W.  Robison  and  Michael  Weiland.  1881; 
D.  L.  Kunkler  and  J.  F.  Wolman,  18S2;  John 
Eyrie  and  Theodore  Brown,  1883;  E.  .-V.  Hub- 
bard, 1884;  Amos  Frederick  and  W.  S.  Loe. 

1 885 ; James  Teetsvvorth,  1886;  J.  Barnhart  and 
J.  H.  Chapman,  1887;  L.  Loe  and  J . H . Thotnp- 
sori,  1888;  J.  A.  Bailey  and  C.  A.  Patterson, 
1889;  H.  L.  Spencer  and  S.  C.  Rearick,  1890; 

N.  Whistler  and  B.  Frederick,  1891 ; J.  H. Thomp- 


son, ! 892-95;  and  S.  C.  Rearick,  1895-9(3. 
There  were  seventy-four  members  in  July,  1895. 

Rescue  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  in- 
stituted May  29.  1889,  with  the  following  named 
members:  George  W.  Fries,  W.  IF  Bryairc, 

George  W.  Cupp,  Jr.,  C.  A.  McGill,  Levi  W’hit- 
man,  Aaron  Weaver,  Gus  McCrory,  Sylvester 
Collins,  John  Rubar,  Henry  McKenna,  A.  L. 
Mercer,  Levvis  Milbourn,  Marcus  Stackhouse.  E. 
W.  Heltman,  W.  D.  Baker,  Alex.  Vincent,  A. 

G.  Carter,  P'.  J.  Smith,  Henry  Myers,  Jacob 
B.  .Apple,  Thomas  Milbourn,  William  Russell.  L. 

D.  Shafer,  Samuel  P3ennis,  Robert  McLaughlin, 
George  Wollam  and  Jacob  Aliller. 

Jerry  City  Tent,  No.  104,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  was 
organized  August  29,  1891. 

The  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  chartered  here  a 
few  years  ago,  surrendered  the  charter  in  1892. 

Bronson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  85,  was  char- 
tered |une  6,  1881,  and  named  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Bronson,  of  the  57th  O.  V.  I.,  who  died 
at  Jerry  City,  Afay  8,  1881.  The  original  mem- 
bers of  this  Post  were  Theo.  Brown.  E.  Rice, 
Samuel  Plebron,  Samuel  Stackhouse,  William  A. 
Russell,  James  Frederick,  John  Whitacre,  E.  .A. 
Plubbard,  Daniel  McCrory,  W.  H.  P'redcrick, 

H.  Myers,  A.  A.  Phillips,  B.  F.  Palmerton,  C. 
Soleather,  Nicholas  Ireland,  Barney  Poorman, 
Morris  Sweet,  John  Otterbacher,  E.  .M.  Dc  AA’olt 
and  W.  E.  Nudels.  The  commanders,  in  order 
of  service,  are  named  as  follows;  Theo.  Brown, 
1881  and  1882;  E.  .A.  Hubbard,  1S83;  J.  J. 
Whitacre.  1884:  A.  T.  Plickerson,  1885,  i S90, 
1891,  1S93  and  1894;  James  Teatsworth,  1S86; 

I A.  A.  Philhps,  1887;  Uriah  Shasteen,  t8S8:  J.  C. 
Thompson.  18S9;  H.  H.  McClelland,  1892,  and 

E,  \V.  Mullen,  1895-96.  The  adjutants  were; 

I Nat.  P'rederick,  1S81;  John  Otterbacher.  1S82; 

AV.  M.  AMtes,  1883;  A.  T.  Hickerson.  1884, 

I 1887.  1888,  1892:  .A.  .A.  Phillips,  1885;  Uriah 
j Shasteen,  1886,  1889,  1890,  1891.  1894  and 

I 1895.  and  H.  H.  McClelland,  1893. 

I The  societies  and  churches  embrace  in  their 
i membership  residents  of  Bloom  and  Portage 
I townships.  The  members  take  a lively  interest 
I in  the  work  of  their  churches  and  lodges,  and,  as 
I a result,  both  are  advancing  steadily. 
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centp:r  township. 


Fikst  White  Setteek — First  L.\nd  Entry — Wrested  ero.m  Savages — Buie'i 
FIRST  Wagon — The  Cox,  Phielirs  and  other  I'ioneer  Families  and 
End  of  the  World — Random  Notes — Si'rvev  and  Organisation 
Roads — Geology  and  Topography — Wild  Hogs — Men  of 

4 

Wade — Opposing  a Constable — A Bear  .Story — The 
— Township  Officials — Chl'rches — Societies. 


Benjamin  cox  was  the  first  white  set- 
tler in  Center  township.  He  built  a 
cabin  near  the  Portage  on  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  32,  now  the  Infirmary 
farm,  in  the  latter  part  of  1827  or  early  pan  of 
1828.  Collister  Haskins  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  Cox  did  not  bring  his  family  in  until 
1828.  Benjamin  did  not  enter  the  land:  still,  we 
must  not  grudge  him  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
settler,  since  he  located  and  made  his  improve- 
ments with  that  intention,  and  brought  the  first 
handmill  into  the  township;  but  after  four  years 
sold  out  and  moved  off. 

T/u'  First  Land  Entry. — His  son  Joseph  Cox, 
however,  made  the  first  land  entry  in  Center, 
January  13,  1831,  the  east  half  of  the  southeast 
quartered  Section  28,  which,  in  April,  1835,  he 
sold  to  Joseph  Russell;  the  land,  lying  on  the 
Portage  three  miles  east  of  Main  street,  was  for 
years  known  as  the  M'illiam  Underwood  place. 

A daughter  of  Benjamin  Cox,  Elizabeth,  married 
Jacob  Eberly,  and  was  among  the  most  respected 
of  that  galaxy  of  noble  pioneer  women,  who  with  1 
their  husbands  braveil  the  deprivations  of  bygone 
days  in  the  Black  Swamp.  Another  daughter, 
Lydia,  born  at  Findlay  in  1817,  was,  according 
to  Beardsley’s  history,  the  first  white  child  to  see 
the  light  of  day  in  Hancock  county,  where  the 
same  authority  credits  Cox  with  being  the  first  ! 
white  settler.  Cox,  who  had  performed  useful  | 
military  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a native  ] 
of  Virginia,  and  seems  to  have  possessed  that 
restless  spirit  of  most  of  the  old  border  men  of 
that  day,  who  were  never  contented  unless  fully 
abreast  of  or  a little  ahead  of  the  westward  ad- 
vance of  white  settlements.  That  class  usually 
led  the  van  and  blamed  the  way.  Robust  and 
fearless,  those  restless,  adventurous  fellows  were, 
in  a sense,  scouts  for  the  more  timid  multitude, 


A Cabin — The 
Land  Bi’yers — The 
— Traii.s  converted  into 

1 > Po  P U L A r I on  , E TC . — J o s e p h 

Williams  Far.m-— First  Election 

then  hastening  over  the  Alleghanies,  and  like  the 
ocean  spray  scattering  itself  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Muskingum,  Scioto  and  the  two  Miamis,  until,  in 
its  northward  and  w'estward  march,  it  had  swept 
away  the  Greenville  Treaty  line,  advanced  to  and 
passed  the  Maumee.  Much  of  the  early  hi.story 
j of  this  township  is  related  in  chat  of  Bowling 
I Green,  where  a small,  honored  band  of  pioneers 
resides  to-day,  a remnant  of  the  adventurous 
spirits  of  1833,  i834  and  1835. 

Wrestl'd  From  Savages. — That  hardy  class  of 
men,  the  coarser,  stronger  fiber  of  civilization, 
was  not  only  useful,  but  absolutely  indispensable 
Their  like  never  was  befoie,  nor  can  be  again. 
The  conditions,  which  required  the  hard,  danger- 
ous service  they  performed,  have  passed,  never 
j to  return.  The  smoother  grooves  and  easier 
lines  on  which  we  move  to-day  demand  qualifica- 
I tions  so  varied  and  changed,' that,  in  our  haste 
j to  keep  up  with  the  inarch,  we  almost  forget  that 
j there  ever  was  a race  of  pioneers,  our  forefathers 
who  lived  in  cabins,  and,  with  'fiint-lock  guns, 
freed  this  land  from  the  bondage  of  kings,  and 
wrested  the  wilderness  from  the  dominion  of  bar- 
barous savages — all  honor  to  them — their  man- 
hood and  sterling  virtues  in  life  can  never  suffer, 
by  comparison,  with  their  successors.  Un- 
crowned heroes  and  heroines  they  were.  Though 
most  of  them  sleep  in  graves  unmarked  with 
stone  or  bronze,  we  can  do  them  the  more  en- 
during honor  of  passing  their  names  and  deeds 
down  to  future  generations  on  the  brightest  pages 
of  our  annals.  Benjamin  Gox  moved  to  Indiana, 
where  he  closed  his  life  at  an  advanced  age. 

Built  a Cabin. — The  next  entry  in  Center, 
after  Joseph  Cox’s,  was  the  northwest  corner.  j8 
acres,  of  Section  31,  by  Joseph  A.  Sargent,  Octo- 
ber 31,  1832,  h'ing  on  Main  street  next  south  of 
the  Bender  road.  For  some  years  this  tract  was 
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owned  by  Nancy  Flickiri'irer.  Sargent  built  his  i 
cabin  on  the  west  side  of  the  street,  in  Plain,  i 
wliere  he  also  owned  land.  Tvrelve  days  later,  I 
November  i,  1832.  Adam  Phillips  entered  the  I 
Infirmary  tract,  the  improvements  of  which  he  | 
had  previously  bought  of  Ben.  Cox. 

The  First  — In  the  following  spring,  ! 

April,  1833,  Phillips  brought  his  famih',  wife  and  ! 
six  children,  out  from  Stark  county,  coming  b}'  | 
way  of  P'remont  (then  Lower  Sandusky When  i 
he  got  as  far  west  as  Woodville  with  his  outfit, 
consisting  of  a wagon  covered  with  boards,  and 
drawn  b}-  two  horses  and  four  oxen.  Phillips  left 
the  road  and  followed  the  Indian  trail  up  the 
Portage  through  the  wilderness  to  the  Cox  cabin, 
being  the  first  man  to  bring  a wagon  through  on 
that  route,  now  one  of  the  best  and  most  traveled 
roads  in  the  count}';  he  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  bring  two  good  axemen — Jacob  Phillips  and 
George  Heminger — with  him.  The  Phillipses 
were  so  well  pleased  with  the  location  that  Adam 
soon  after  bought  more  land.  Few  persons  who 
came  into  Wood  cemnty  at  that  early  day  were  , 
better  suited  to  withstand  the  deprivations  of  life  - 
here  than  Adam  and  Catharine  Phillips;  both  | 
were  rugged  and  determined;  they  were  ambitious  | 
to  have  a prosperous  home;  their  courage  and 
hopes  were  boundless.  Every  thing  in  those  first  ; 
days  looked  bright ; the  bow  of  promise  was  great. 
Alas,  how  often  that  bow  was  to  be  overcast 
with  clouds  of  discouragement — of  sickness,  of 
destitution — almost  despair;  yet  theirs  was  almost  I 
the  identical  experience,  at  one  time  or  another,  i 
of  all  who  came.  Still  there  were  few  obstacles  ■ 
so  great  that  Phillips  would  not  find  some  way  to 
overcome  them.  He  was  a medium-sized,  dark- 
complexioned  man,  with  keen  black  eyes,  long, 
dark  hair,  usually  parted  in  the  middle;  he  had  a 
loud,  clarion  voice,  and,  though  of  limited  educa-  ! 
tion,  he  had  a ready  flow  of  language,  ami  when  ! 
a bit  excited  would  get  off  some  startling  figures 
of  speech,  especial!}'  on  religious  subjects,  which 
were  always  favorite  themes  with  Adam. 

The  Lud  of  the  1 1 'o/Vd.  — He  had  a striking 
resemblance  to  some  of  the  published  pictures  of 
Lorenzo  Dow.  Phillips  was  in  many  ways  as  , 
eccentric  as  Doyv,  and  his  peculiar  appearance  j 
and  voice  would  attract  attention  in  an}- crowd  of  I 
men.  Pages  might  be  filled  yvith  incidents,  bt>th  1 
laughable  and  pathetic,  told  about  him  b_v  his  | 
neighbors.  One  incident  related,  yvhether  true 
or  not,  suggests  how  comtiletel}'  religious  eino-  ' 
tinns  too.k  hold  of  iiirn  at  times.  It  yvas  at  a ^ 
period  y\hen  the  “Millerite"  craze  yy  as  being  - 
boldly  promulgated,  ami  a day  had  been  fixed  | 
upon,  not  far  ahead,  yyhen  the  yvorhl  yvas  to  be  i 


burned.  Some  of  the  zealous  Millerites  had  been 
dinning  the  doctrine  in  Phi!lii)3'  ears  pretty  in- 
dustriously until  it  had,  to  srrme  extent,  become 
a subject  of  serious  thought  to  him.  One  dark 
night  about  that  time,  as  the  story  goes,  the 
smoke-house  in  the  yard,  yvhere  yvere  stored  the 
hams  and  bacon,  took  fire,  and  the  lurid  glare  of 
the  rising  flames  soon  flashed  with  blinding  efi'ect 
on  Adams’  bedroom  yvindoyv.  \\hth  a piteous, 
deep  groan  he  sprang  out  of  bed.  shouting;  ‘-My 
God,  Catherine,  the  judgment  Day’s  upon  us,  and 
my  soul  is  unprepared,  call  the  boys;’’  and  im- 
mediately he  fell  upon  his  knees,  half  asleep  yet. 
and  began  praying  so  loud  that  no  further  lire 
alarm  yvas  needed.  This  story,  enjoyed  by  none 
more  than  Adams'  best  friends,  yvas  told  so  often 
on  him  rhat  it  had,  doubtless,  like  most  stories, 
gained  a little  by  the  telling,  hut  is  giver,  here  in 
rather  an  abridged  form.  Phillips  at  once  tooK 
a leading  part  in  all  the  improvements  in  the  set- 
tlement; at  every  cabin-rai.sing  or  road-choppina 
he  yvas  on  hand,  and  did  his  part  well.  When 
the  great  meeting  yvas  held  at  I't.  lileigs,  m 1840, 
he,  yyith  his  neighbors,  cut  a.nd  hauled  a buckeye 
log  as  Center  toyvnship  s contribution  for  the  Iost 
cabin  at  the  F'orr.  Of  dame  Phillips,  his  yvife. 
it  may  truthfully  be  said  that  she  yvas  a good  sec- 
ond to  Adam  in  all  his  worthy  efforts.  Besides 
the  cares  of  a large  family  of  children,  yvhom  she 
had  often  to  feed  from  meal  ground  by  her  oyvn 
hands  in  the  mill  sold  them  by  Cox,  she  found 
time  to  do  many  generous  deeds  for  her  sick  or 
otheryvise  needv  neighbors.  None  yvent  from  her 
door  unaided  if  it  yvas  in  her  poyver  to  afford 
relief.  With  this  very  inadequate  sketch  of  the 
Coxes  and  Phillipses,  the  tyvo  pioneer  families  of 
Center,  it  yvill  noyv  be  in  order  to  briefly  notice 
some  others  yvho  came  early.  Joseph  Ralston 
entered  97  acres  in  the  S.  W.  | Sec.  6,  Center, 
March  17,  1834;  Joseph  Wade,  80  acres  in  the 
N.  W.  and  S.  Wk  of  Sec.  18,  April  2,  1S34;  John 
M.  Jaques,  V/.  part  of  the  N.E  . j cf  bee.  31. 
April,  1834;  Joseph  Russell,  80  acres  in  the  N. 
W.  \ of  Sec.  34,  October  9.  1834;  George  Stacy. 
40  acres  S.  W.  corner  of  Sec.  27.  December  28. 
1833;  Henry  Shively,  N.  \ 80  acres  N.  E.  | of 
Sec.  30,  April  26,  1834;  Thomas  Cox.  E.  I N. 
W.  4 of  Sec.  31,  April  27,  1833-  D.  L.  Hixon. 
55  acres  in  the  N.  W.  of  Sec.  18,  April  14. 
1835;  ^^hlliam  Deyvitt.  80  acres  in  the  N.  W.  j 
of  Sec.  29.  December  10.  1833;  Thoma-;  Slight. 
Jr.,  40  acres  in  N.  W.  of  S.  E..  Sec.  30.  August 
17.  1833;  Samuel  Snyder,  N.  .1  of  Sec.  7.  Oc- 
ober  29,  1833;  jolrn  Muir,  N.  W.  \ of  Sec.  24. 
April  7,  1831;  \\'illiam  Munn,  W.  of  S.  W.  ! of 
Sec.  32.  February  3.  1836;  William  Zimmerman. 
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S.  W.  ] of  Sec.  13,  June  17.  1834;  Adam  Hoiis- 
holder,  N.  part  of  the  S.  E.  J of  Sec.  13,  June 
17.  1834-  The  latter  two  entries  are  now  within 
the  limits  of  Webster  township. 

Other  early  land  buyers  were:  Joseph  A.  Sar- 
gent, S.  31,  October  31.  1S32;  Fred  Zephernick, 
X.  W.'  I Sec.  27,  November  10,  1832;  Satpuel 
Myers,  S.  Sec.  14,  November  12,  1832;  George 
Wickham,  N.  W.  of  S.  Mk  J Sec.  30,  July  9, 
1S33;  Henry  Walker,  W.  N.  W.  | Sec.  19,  Au- 
gust 5,  1833;  Lee  Moore,  S.  W.  S.  E.  and  S. 
part  S.  W.  Sec.  30,  September  16,  1833;  Lee 
Moore,  W.  part  N.  W.  Sec.  30  and  S.  W.  of  S.  W. 
Sec.  31,  September  16,  1833;  Jonathan  Fay, 
part  S.  Wk  J Sec.  18,  October  13,  1S33; 

Alfred  Thurstin,  Mk  part  S.  W.  J Sec.  19,  No- 
vember 2,  1833;  George  Booth,  S.  E.  N.  V,k  ] 
Sec.  30,  November  27,  1833;  Orange  Strong,  part 
S.  W.  I Sec.  27,  December  28,  1833:  Daniel 
Grom,  W.  part  N.  E.  J Sec.  27,  January  27, 
1834:  Robert  Moore,  parts  N.  E.  and  ,S.  E.  J 
Sec.  12,  Mav  3,  1 834 ; James  M'atson,  W.  piart 
S.  W.  and  S.  \V.  N.  W.  J Sec.  29,  May  19,  1834: 
Robert  Barr,  part  N.  W.  J Sec.  19,  June  9.  1834: 
Horatio  N.  Ward,  E.  S.  W.  J Sec.  7,  January 
25,  1836;  Thomas  R.  Tracy,  part  S.  W.  \ Sec. 
10,  December  15,  1836. 

Random  Xotes. — These  few  random  notes 
from  the  land  books,  comprising  but  the  small 
fractional  part  of  the  original  entries  and  of  the 
names  of  the  purchasers,  are  given  here  as  show- 
ing who  the  first  comers  were.  Most  of  those 
buyers  named  became  actual  residents  on  their 
land.  Other  early  settlers,  such  as  the  Lundys, 
Klopfenstines,  Andersons,  and  others,  not  enu- 
merated in  the  list,  no  doubt  bought  their  lands  of 
second  hands.  The  chief  purpose  here  is  to  show 
who  the  actual  beginners  were  — a task  not  so 
easy  after  the  lapse  of  three-score  years,  when 
nearly  all  the  actors  have  faded  away  in  the  cor- 
roding mists  of  time. 

Survey  aiid  0)-ganization . — Center  town- 
ship, originally  six  miles  square,  was  surveyed  by 
Samuel  Holmes,  Deput}'  U.  S.  Surve\'or,  in  1819; 
that  is,  the  exterior  lines  were  made.  In  1821 
the  subdivisional  lines  were  run  bv  S.  Bourne. 
The  designation  in  the  survey  is  Town  5,  North; 
Range  ii.  East.  The  county  commissioners,  at 
their  March  session,  1835,  on  petition  of  the  res- 
idents of  Town  5,  granted  the  request  fora  town- 
ship  organization,  under  the  name  of  Center,  and 
ordered  an  election  of  township  officers  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Monday  of  April  following,  at  the  ! 
house  of  Adam  Phillips.  At  the  time  of  this  ; 
actioFi,  Center  was- a jrart  of  Portage,  and  had  ^ 
been  since  June,  1833.  prior  to  which  time  it  had  ! 


been  a part  of  Middleton,  since  that  township 
was  cut  off  from  Perrysburg.  When,  in  1846, 
WT  bster  was  created,  six  sections,  i,  2,  11,  12, 
14  and  15,  were  set  off  to  that  township.  In 
1844,  on  petition  of  the  residents  thereon,  the 
south  half  of  Section  31,  Middleton,  was  given  to 
Center.  It  lies  at  the  northwest  corner,  on  the 
Perrysburg  road,  so,  that,  as  now  constructed,  the 
township  comprises  thirt)’  and  one-half  sections. 

Converted  Into  Roads. — The  trails  between 
the  settlements,  at  first  mere  footpaths  indicated 
by  blazed  trees,  were  gradually  converted  into 
wagon  trails,  barely  passable,  by  voluntary  labor 
among  those  interested.  Some  of  these  trails 
eventually  became  permanent  highways,  since 
they  were  usually  located  on  the  most  favorable 
ground  for  the  purpose.  The  first  object  of  the 
newcomer,  after  his  cabin  was  built,  was  to  get 
! into  road  communication  r\ith  the  nearest  mar- 
ket, which  in  this  case  was  Perrysburg,  There 
lake  boats  landed  regularb,-,  in  tire  open  season. 
The  first  wagon  trail  in  Center,  after  Hull's  Trail, 
was  from  Cox's  cabin  up  the  Portage  to  Haskin’s 
trading  place.  The  next  was  the  Phillips  wagon 
trail,  along  the  Portage,  from  Woodville. 

Geology  and  'J'opography  of  Centei- — The  geo- 
j logical  formation  of  Center  differs  but  little  from 
I the  rest  of  the  county,  except  in  the  matter  of 
gas  and  oil  production,  in  which  she  has  not,  up 
to  date,  taken  high  rank.  The  oil  pool,  as  now 
developed,  approaches  close  to  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  township,  then  diverges  a little, 
passing  in  a narrow  but  productive  pool  just 
beyond  the  west  line.  The  discovery  of  gas  at 
the  infirmary,  in  1884.  and  the  completion  of  the 
pioneer  deep  well  of  Wood  count}’,  at  Bowling 
Green,  in  the  early  da}’s  of  1SS5,  are  mentioned 
in  the  chapter  on  oil  and  gas.  Since  that  date, 
experimental  wells  have  been  sunk  in  various 
parts  of  Center,  but  onl}’  light  flows  of  gas.  with 
nowand  then  slight  showings  of  oil,  have  been 
found  so  far.  The  watershed  is  to  the  north- 
east, the  fall  being  a little  more  perceptible,  be- 
cause of  the  irregular  limestone  ridge  which  enters 
from  the  southwest,  and  with  freejuent  surface 
outcroppings  continues  to  the  north  line,  near 
Sugar  Ridge;  this  stone,  used  extcnsivel}’  in 
rough  masonry  work,  makes  excellent  lime  also. 
On.  and  about  this  jagged  ridge,  sand  and 
bowlders  from  some  distant  place  have  found 
lodgment,  forming,  near  Bowling  Green,  scatter- 
ing ridges  and  low  hills  of  yellow  sand.  o\er- 
grown  with  scrubby  oak.  Tlie  southeast,  part  of 
Center  Itad.  through  the  two  brtinehes  of  ih-; 
Portage,  \ery  fair  natural  drainage,  though  the 
obstructed  waters  of  these  streams,  if  such  they 
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might  be  named,  frequently  overflowed  their 
banks;  they  gave  very  uncertain  protection  to 
the  farmer,  until  vast  sums  of  money  had  been 
expended  in  clearing  their  channels,  and  the 
forests  a little  distance  back  were,  most  years, 
sodden  with  water  till  long  after  the  seed-time 
had  passed.  South  of  Bowling  Green,  about 
two  miles,  a little  stretch  of  prairie  and  swale, 
covered  mostl)’  with  coarse  grass,  willows  and  pin- 
oak  bushes,  crossed  Main  street  and  spread  out 
in  shape  of  a tree-leaf  nearly  in  the  direction  of 
the  infirmary.  It  had  no  outlet,  and  was  ver}' 
wet;  it  is  now  drained,  and  a garden  spot  of 
productiveness:  east  of  Bowling  Green  lay  a simi- 
lar stretch,  in  irregular  shape,  and  more  than  two 
thousand  acres  in  extent,  with  plenty  of  fall  for 
the  water,  but  an  obstructed  outlet.  This  was 
called  Williams’  prairie  in  later  years,  after  the 
man  by  whose  foresight  and  energy  its  unsightly 
acres  were  converted  into  gardens  of  golden  grain. 

In  the  east  and  north  of  the  township  were 
corners,  once  hopelessly  wet,  and  a dismal  waste 
of  woods,  thicket,  prairie  and  marsh,  named  by 
some  of  the  disgusted  settlers — no  doubt  when  in 
an  unguarded  blasphemous  mood — “the  devil’s 
hole.”  Under  the  present  thorough  drainage 
system  this  land  is  fast  becoming  the  garden  spot 
of  northern  Ohio;  its  convenience  to  the  markets 
of  Toledo  gives  it  an  additional  value.  The  soil 
of  Center  differs  but  little  from  black  land  in 
general  in  the  county;  it  is  either  a deep  vegeta- 
ble mold  or  a sandy  loam  resting  on  either  yel- 
low or  blue  clay;  the  clay  strata  lie  on  the  lime 
rock,  in  thickness  varying  from  nothing  to  a 
depth  of  forty  feet,  and  even  more.  The  varie- 
ties of  timber  and  plant  growth  are  those  com- 
mon to  the  county;  the  cottonwood,  burr-oak,  elm 
and  sycamore  predominate  in  the  low  ground. 
The  hne  growth  of  valuable  timber  that  once 
covered  nine-tenths  of  the  surface  has,  since  the 
advent  of  a railroad  in  the  township,  melted 
away  so  rapidly  that,  approximately,  there  is  now 
only  about  one  acre  in  ten  of  timber  left. 

In  the  way  of  coverts  for  game  and  birds. 
Center  has,  like  the  rest  of  the  county,  only  her 
beech,  hickory  and  sugar-maple  ridges,  especially 
along  the  Portage,  and  also  the  oak  groves, 
affording  as  they  did  vast  supplies  of  acorns  and 
nuts,  an  unusually  attractive  place  for  deer,  bear 
and  coon.  These  in  turn  attracted  the  Indians 
as  well  as  the  wolves.  The  ridges  along  the 
Portage,  outside  the  sickly  season  of  the  year, 
were  a favorite  resort  of  the  Indian  trapper  and 
hunter,  and  the  sugar  groves  were  the  animated 
camps  of  the  S(|uaws  and  children  making  maple  | 
sugar  each  spring.  The  Indian  paths  were  dis- 


tinct along  the  Portage,  and  from  that  through 
the  chains  of  sand  ridges  in  Plain  township  to 
Tontogany  creek,  for  many  years  after  the  Indians 
had  removed  to  the  Far  West. 

Wild  Hogs. — A variety  of  game  the  Indians 
did  not  like  so  well,  began  to  grow  numerous 
here  soon  after  the  war  of  1S12 — wild  hogs. 
They  were  noticed  when  the  first  settlers  came, 
though  not  frequently.  Later,  howe\er,  in  the 
profusion  of  nuts  and  acorns  they  grew  and  mul- 
tiplied until  their  numbers  at  times  seemed 
alnrost  legion;  these  droves  doubtless  got  acces- 
sions from  the  settlers'  hogs  which  hunted  their 
living  in  the  woods,  and  soon  mingled  with  their 
wilder  brethren,  and  led  the  free  life  of  the  range 
without  fear  of  ear-marks  or  the  butcher's  block. 
These  hogs,  supposed  to  have  at  first  been  strays 
from  the  quartermaster's  droves,  brought  out  for 
i the  troops  in  1812,  had  become  as  wild  as  any 
of  the  forest  denizens,  and  were  more  ferocious 
and  dangerous  when  molested,  or  one  of  their 
young  attacked,  than  either  wolf  or  bear;  a frantic 
I old  sow,  or  an  enraged  boar  witli  murderous 
; tusks,  could  make  short  work  of  the  stoutest 
! dog,  and  when  the  drove  came,  neither  man  nor 
beast  could  escape  except  by  hasty  flight,  or 
climbing  a tree.  The  Indian  with  his  half- 
starved  cowardly  dog,  hatchet  and  arrows,  stood 
but  a poor  show  with  this  new  kind  of  game,  and 
seldom  hunted  or  molested  it.  The  whites,  in 
the  fall  season  sometimes  formed  hunting  parties, 
when  the  hogs  were  fat,  and  frequent!}’  in  this 
way  helped  out  a scanty  home  supply  of  winter’s 
meat.  Some  exciting  stories  were  related  by 
some  of  the  early  settlers  of  adventures  and  nar- 
row escapes  from  bands,  whose  peace  they  had 
disturbed,  accidentally  or  on  purpose.  As  the 
settlements  grew,  the  wild  hogs,  like  the  other 
wild  animals,  gradually  disappeared,  and  the 
settlers  were  not  sorry  to  be  rid  of  them. 

Men  of  iS^g. — In  1839,  the  number  of  male 
inhabitants,  aged  twenty-one  }ears  and  o\er. 
was  thirty-nine,  namely:  Robert  Barr.  James 

Anderson,  Joseph  Ralston,  Samuel  Snyder, 
Daniel  Snyder,  Jacob  Snyder,  Jonathan  Fay. 
Jacob  Staufer,  Theron  Pike,  John  Walker.  .Abra- 
ham Walker,  Daniel  Jolh’,  .Alfred  Thnrstin. 
Jacob  Smith.  Adam  Phillips.  Davitl  Hixon,  Lee 
Moore,  Jacob  Hartman,  John  Brown.  Peter 
Klopfenstein,  Jo.seph  Arbuckle,  Peter  Richards, 
Henry  Shively,  Mark  Lowell,  William  Munn, 
Henry  Lundy,  Thomas  Reigle,  George  Winkle- 
pleck,  Matthias  Shoup.  George  W.  Underwood, 
Joseph  Russel.  John  Tracy,  Daniel  Groin.  John 
Garter.  William  Zimmerman.  John  .Muir. 

The  annexation  of  the  south-half  of  Sec.  31. 
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Tp.  6,  R.  II,  in  1844,  brouglit  in  the  original 
entries  of  John  P.  and  Henry  Pifer,  purchased 
May  2,  1834,  and  the  lands  credited  to  George 
Ferciot,  Joseph  R.  Tracy  and  Jeremiah  Ward  in 
the  tax  roll  of  1S50;  while  in  the  sections  set  off 
to  Webster  were  the  Muirs,  Housholders  and 
others  who  purchased  in  the  “thirties.” 

The  population  of  the  township  in  1S40  was 
97;  in  1850,  increased  to  357;  in  i860,  to  892;  in 
1870,  to  1,331;  in  1880,  to  2,023,  including  792 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Bowling  Green;  and  in 
1890,  to  3,370. 

Joseph  IVadc. — In  the  early  settlement  of 
Center  township,  there  lived  on  the  farm  later 
owned  by  A.  S.  Nims,  one  mile  northeast  c^f  the 
court  house,  a bustling,  bluff  little  man,  named 
Joseph  \^Tde,  a United  Brethren  preacher,  who 
was  formerly  a sailor.  His  partiality  for  a berth 
on  the  forecastle,  and  a snuff  of  the  salt  sea 
breeze,  seemed  never  to  have  left  him,  and  he 
often  declared  that  Wood  county  would  be  a 
good  place  only  for  the  surplus  fresh  water. 
While  denouncing  the  locality,  he  built  his  little 
cabin  here,  and,  after  some  years,  gathered  logs 
to  construct  a large  house.  Then  inviting  ten 
or  a dozen  neighbors  to  the  raising,  he  told  each 
that  they  must  come  vvithout  hope  oi  whiskey,  as 
drinking  the  “vile  stuff”  was  opposed  to  his 
principles.  The  men  came,  but,  finding  no  whis- 
key, retired  immediately.  Wade  started  for  Per- 
rysburg,  bought  ropes  and  pulleys,  and,  with  the 
aid  of  these  and  his  pony,  constructed  the  cabin. 

Opposing  a Constable . — Wade’s  strength  of 
character,  as  shown  among  the  whiskey-drinkers, 
was  not  able  to  cope  with  other  troubles.  His 
pulpit  and  farm  were  insufficient  producers  of 
revenue,  and  he  was  compelled  to  borrow  a small 
sum  from  Rev.  Isaac  Van  Tassel.  That  sum  he 
was  unable  to  pay,  and  the  reverend  lender  sued 
him,  got  judgment,  and  D.  L.  Hixon,  then  con- 
stable, was  sent  to  levy  upon  the  property.  Hixon 
levied  upon  a pony,  a little  wagon,  two  tons  of 
hay,  a fanning  mill,  a rifle  and  a clock.  Hixon 
had  all  save  thy  gun  and  clock,  for  which  he  now 
approached  the  house.  He  rapped  at  the  door. 
It  was  slightly  opened  so  that  he  could  see  a 
woman  with  a large  tin  dipper  in  her  hand. 
‘‘What  is  wanted.’”  she  asked.  “The  clock  and 
rifle,”  said  the  officer.  “Not  if  I can  help  it,” 
said  she.  “But  I must  have  the  property,”  said 
he.  ‘‘Not  unless  you  are  a better  man  than  I,” 
said  the  preacher’s  wife.  Arguments  and  threats 
were  of  no  avail,  only  during  the  confab  she 
mildly  called  his  attention  to  a pot  of  hot  water 
on  the  fire,  also  that  she  held  a dipper  full  of  tlie 
same  in  her  hand  ready  for  any  sudden  emer- 


gency, and  that  she  would  most  surely  scald  the 
first  man  who  crossed  her  threshold.  The  con- 
stable and  his  assistant  drew  off,  and,  by  a close 
calculation,  thought  possibly  that  they  could 
satisfy  the  debt  from  what  property  they  had. 
and  that  the  old  rifie  and  clock  were  not  wortii 
much  “no  how,”  and  that  the  water  in  the  ket- 
tle was  very  hot,  and  that  it  was  a disgrace  to 
fight  with  a woman.  &c. 

.-}  Bear  Story. — The  story  of  this  township 
without  the  Ferciot  bear  story,  would  be  like 
that  of  the  county  with  its  hunters  omitted.  F'or 
this  reason  the  following  paragraph  is  taken  front 
the  Sentinel,  and  made  a part  of  this  chapter. 
Peter  Ferciot,  Jesse  Wood  and  Miles  Deshler 
were  out  coon  hunting.  In  the  Devil's  hole,  near 
where  the  new  railroad  crosses  the  center  ditch, 
Ferciot  noticed  a big  sycamore  with  the  bark 
badly  scratched.  They  felled  the  tree,  and  it  had 
no  more  than  struck  the  ground  when  out  rushed 
a she  bear.  Ferciot's  two  dogs  attacked  old 
bruin,  but  one  of  them  was  almost  instantly  dis- 
abled. The  other  dog  and  the  bear  soon  locked 
! jaws,  while  old  bruin  was  embracing  the  poor 
’ dog  to  death  at  the  same  time.  The  men. 

: meanwhile,  had  kept  shy  of  the  ferocious  beast, 
i but  when  Peter  saw  his  dog  in  this  uneven  death 
: struggle,  he  ran  up  and  split  the  bear’s  head  with 
I his  axe.  They  found  in  the  tree  three  cubs,  not 
much  larger  than  kittens,  and  each  hunter  took 
one.  One  of  the  cubs  created  much  disturbance 
later  in  the  homes  of  Mrs.  Ferciot  and  Mrs. 
Bloom.  G.  Z.  Avery  got  possession  of  the  ani- 
mal July  4,  1853,  and  in  the  following  winter 
received  $44  for  the  untameable  beast. 

The  Williams  Farm. — The  William.s  farm 
may  be  said  to  have  been  established  in  1852, 
when  George  Williams  moved  his  family  from 
Columbiana  county  to  Wood  caunty,  where  he 
had  purchased  700  acres  at  an  average  price  of 
$3.25  an  acre,  the  year  before.  In  1851.  he 
constructed  three  and  a half  miles  of  ditches, 
made  a large  clearing,  fenced  the  cleared  tract 
and  made  ready  for  beginning  agricultural  life  on 
a large  scale  in  1852.  In  that  year  he  planted 
140  acres  under  corn,  and  seventeen  acres  under 
buckwheat,  sold  4.000  bushels  of  corn  at  sixty- 
one  cents  a bushel,  with  700  bushels  of  buck- 
wheat at  thirty-one  cents.  This  was  the  first 
extensive  venture  in  corn  raising  in  the  beautiful. 

I highly-cultivated  and  extensive  scope  of  land  east 
of  town,  now  cut  into  many  nice  farms,  but  which 
still  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Williams  Prairie. 

I The  land  had.  from  the  advent  of  the  first  sei- 
1 tiers,  grown  prairie  grass,  rosin  weeii  and  dock. 

1 and  would  so  have  continued  to  do  for  years  had 
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not  Mr.  Williams  accidental!}'  come  along.  No  ! 
one  thought  it  susceptible  of  cultivation,  at  least  | 
no  one  dared  to  make  the  venture,  and  many  ^ 
were  the  forebodings  of  disaster  on  the  part  of  j 
the  old  settlers  on  the  rash,  venturesome  foolish 
man  from  the  East.  The  third  year  his  corn  : 
crop  yielded  him  between  .$6,000  aud  $7,000.  | 
In  1853,  his  brother  purchased  lands  adjoining,  | 
but  in  1855  he  left  the  county,  selling  his  prop-  y 
erty  to  George  Whlliams,  who  then  had  1,700  I 
acres,  of  which  goo  acres  were  under  cultivation.  ; 

. He  was  not  only  the  first  great  farmer  but  also  , 
the  first  great  ditch  builder,  proving  that  agricul-  | 
tural  success,  in  the  Black  Swamp,  must  always  ; 
depend  largely  on  the  perfection  of  the  artificial  j 
drainage  systems.  Prior  to  1S69,  he  amassed  : 
considerable  wealth,  and  established  himself  as  a ; 
manufacturer  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  acres  he 
once  owned  have  passed  into  other  hands,  but  : 
the  memory  of  him  who  reclaimed  them  from  i 
the  wilderness  lives  in  the  county.  | 

First  Election. — The  records  of  the  first  elec- 
tion cannot  be  found,  but  it  has  been  learned  i 
that  Adam  Phillips.  Daniel  Crom  and  James  ■ 
Watson  were  chosen  trustees,  and  Jacob  Smith, 
clerk.  At  the  special  election,  held  in  June,  1835, 
there  were  twenty-si.\  votes  cast,  Henry  Shively 
receiving  eighteen,  and  Joseph  Russell,  ten,  for 
justices,  but  the  poll-book  gives  only  twenty- 
two  names,  viz.;  John  M.  Hannon,  xAdam  Phil-  , 
lips,  Daniel  Crom,  Jacob  Smith,  William  Munn, 
Joseph  Russell,  Orange  Strong,  David  L.  Hixon,  | 
Robert  Barr,  Henry  Lundy,  John  M.  Jaquis,  j 
George  Winklepleck,  Joseph  Ralston  and  Henry  | 
Shivei}' — all  of  whom  voted  at  that  time  and  at  ! 
the  October  election  following;  and  in  addition  to  > 
the  voters  present  in  |une,  were  James  Ayres,  j 
John  Bowman,  John  Foreman.  Joseph  Wade,  i 
George  Hemminger,  Samuel  Snyder,  Samuel 
Barr  and  Thomas  Slight. 

TOW.NSniI’  OFFICI.VLS. 

Trustees.-  ~F\\q.  electors  of  1835  supplied  offi- 
cials from  their  number  for  some  years.  So  ' 

^ much  is  known.  There  are  no  records  prior  to  , 
1842,  dealing  with  trustees;  but  the  township  j 
records  (’1842-1894)  enabled  Mr.  Marron  to  com- 
pile a list  which  was  supplemented  as  a result  of  | 
research  in  the  auditor's  office.  j 

1842 — I)anit4  Newton,  I'eter  klo|)fcn.'tcin,  Jame.s  .Anderson,  j 
184;! — Lee  Moore,  SaimitM  .Snvder,  (ito.  W . I nderwood.  > 
i 1844 — I.ee  Moor(‘,  IoM‘|ih  Ral.ston,  (leo.  W.  t ’mlcrwoo(t.  ] 

184o — l.ee  Moore,  losepli  Iv.iUion,  |ohn  rr.u\',  j 

lS4t)— l.ei,'  Moore,  Henry  I iindy,  William  /immerm.in.  1 

1817 — Lee  Moore,  Henry  Lnndv,  (leo.  W.  Mnderwood.  ! 

1848 — Geo.  \V.  I'nderwood,  llenr\  l.iimly,  I)a\id  !..  Hixon.  1 
1H4!) — Joseph  Stokeley,  Henry  Lundy,  David  L.  Hixon.  ! 


ISoO — Hollis  Fay,  Henry  Lundy,  Horatio  S Meeker. 

18.71 —  peter  Klo]ifenstein,  John  McM  illen,  I lorat’o  S.  Meet:er. 

18.72 —  Peter  Klopfenstein,  Daniel  Itldridgi',  Horatio  S. 

Meeker. 

18.j;3 — Peter  Klopdenstein,  William  Truesdale,  HurrUio  S. 

Meeker. 

18.74 — Tlieron  Pike,  Oriel  B.  Bradley,  Jacob  Flickinger. 

I8.7.7 — Iosc'j}h  A.  Sargent,  James  1.  Smith,  James  AlcMdlen. 

I8.7fi — W.  Ci.  .Avery,  joseph  A.  Sargent,  Geo.  W . I nderwood. 

18.77 —  A\'.  G.  .Avery,  Horatio  S.  Aleeker,  Reuben  Keck. 

18.78- -.7y~  Isaac  W'ard,  James  F.  Smith,  Da\id  L.  Hi.xon. 

18(i0 — Isaac  Ward,  Nathan  A.  Noble,  Fitter  Richard. 

ist'd -()2---Wm.  Lbiderwooil,  Nathan  A.  Noble,  Peter  Richard. 

I860 — A.  J.  Manville,  Plenry  Lundy,  Peter  Richard. 

1864 — Win.  Ldrdenvood,  Daniel  Eldridge,  Pi'ter  Richard. 

186.7  -66  Henry  Lundy,  Daniel  F.ldrige,  Peter  Richard. 

ISfo — Milton  Fuller,  Isaac  Ward,  Petei'  Richard. 

1868 —  .7[ilton  Fuller,  Joseph  Anderson,  Peter  Richard. 

1869 —  N.  A.  Noble,  V.’illiam  I’nderwood,  AVm.  Perrin. 

1870 —  Isaac  Ward,  F.  D.  Noble,  Win.  L'ndervvi.iod. 

1871 —  Peter  Richard,  John  P.  Shimw,  H.  Terry. 

1872 —  Peter  Richard,  Isaac  Ward.  John  Shinew. 

187;3-~Peter  Richard,  Isaac  W’ard,  H.  H,  A’an  Cani[). 

1874  -Peter  Richard,  Calvin  Nelson,  H H.  A'an  Camp. 

L87.7 — Charles  W.  Evers,  J.  J.  .Sliinew,  H,  H.  \’an  Camp. 

1876 —  W.  Underwood,  Peter  Richard.  H.  H.  Van  Camp. 

1877 —  W’.  L’nderwood,  Peter  Richard,  F.  D.  Noble. 

1878 —  Martin  Klol/,  John  Russell,  Horatio  S.  \Iei-ker. 

1879—  Martin  Kh.it/,  John  Elliott,  Horatio  S.  .7!eeker. 

1880 —  John  Russell,  Charles  E.  Matthews,  George  riiomas. 

1881—  luseidi  Russell,  Charles  E.  Matthew’s,  John  R.  Lundy. 

1882 —  W’m,  L nderwood,  Charles  F.  Matthews,  Jolm  R.  . 

Lundy.  i 

1883 —  Robert  Eldridge,  Charles  E.  Matthews,  Jrihn  R.  | 

Lundy  I 

1884—  8.7 — Robert  Eldridge,  Frank  7’an  Cam]:,  Wm.  Bandeen. 

1886-  Charles  S.  Stacy,  Robert  Pddridge,  lolin  R.  Lundv.  j 

1 

In  1887  John  R.  Lundy  was  elected;  1S88.  ; 

Robert  Eldridge;  1889,  Charles  S.  Stacy;  i Sgc, 

John  Lundy;  1891,  Robert  Eldridge;  1892,  Will- 
iam Rlotz  (died  in  1893);  ^^93,  John  R.  Lundy; 

1894,  Robert  Eldridge;  1894,  to  fill  vacancy, 

James  M.  Forrester,  and  1S95  elected  for 

three  years.  In  '.896  Henry  Olds  was  elected 
trustee,  the  full  list  being  Robert  Eldridge,  James 
M.  Forrester  and  Henry  Olds. 

Justices. — The  names  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  who  qualified  from  1835  to  1895,  "'ere 
found  recorded  in  the  clerk  of  court's  oflice,  in  the 
following  order;  Henry  Shively  and  Joseph  Rus- 
sell, who  cjualified  in  November,  1835;  Joseph 
Ralston,  1838;  Henry  Shively,  1839;  James 
Anderson,  1840;  John  Carter.  1840;  Theron 
Pike,  1840-46;  Levi  C.  Locke,  1847;  George 
J.  Poe,  1850;  J.  D.  Smith,  1851;  Fuller  Bal- 
lard, a botanical  doctor,  1850;  Thomas  L.  Jack- 
man,  1855  and  '64;  Peleg  G.  Thomas,  1848-35 
[It  is  stated  that  W.  R.  Peck  was  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  1846,  but  the  name  is  not  given  on  this 
record.];  Nathan  A.  Noble,  1856-68;  Daniel 
Noyes,  1 858-7 1 ; Isaac  Clay,  1867;  Ldson  Goit. 
1868-77;  Ifarl  W.  Merry,  1874,  resigned  in  1S70; 

Simon  P.  Harriion,  1870;  Cieorge  C.  Phelps. 

1879;  B.  L.  Abbott,  1880  to  '92;  Cieorge  \\'. 

Hill,  1882;  Milton  Zimmerman.  1884  to  '91; 
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Thomas  S.  Forrest,  1S94;  Charles  R.  Nearing 
was  elected  in  1S95;  Nearing  and  Thomas 

S.  Forrest  in  1896. 

Clerks. — The  office  of  township  clerk  has  been 
filled  by  the  following  named  citizens  since  1843: 
Henry  Lundy,  1843:  Henry  Shively,  1845;  L-  C. 
Locke,  1847  ; George  J.  1S48;  Henry  Lundy, 

1852;  S.  L.  Houghton,  1859;  N.  A.  Noble,  1864; 
E.  H.  Hull,  1866;  Samuel  Case,  1869;  A.  R. 
Patterson,  1870;  S..H.  Fairchild,  1871;  W.  A. 
Whitacre.  1872;  George  W.  Gaghan,  1873; 
W.  H.  Rudulph,  1875;  John  H.  Crane,  1877; 
Guy  C.  Nearing,  1878-79,  1881-83,  1885 

and  1887;  Frank  Houghton,  1880;  David  J.  Car- 
go, 1884;  Frank  W.  Dunn,  1886;  and  Rufus  H. 
Moore,  1888  to  1896. 

Treasurers . — The  treasurers  have  been  Peter 
Klopfenstein,  1839-41 ; Plenry  Shively,  1842;  \V. 
R.  Peck,  1843:  Peter  Klopfenstein,  1845:  \V.  R. 
Peck,  1846;  Lee  Moore,  1847  1856;  Jacob 

Hartman,  1856;  Albert  Selkirk,  1858;  S.  L. 
Houghton,  1864,  and  1873-74;  A.  A.  Thurstin, 
1871;  George  \V.  Gaghan,  1S75  to  1S80;  \V.  R. 
Noyes,  1880  to  1886;  and  George  \V.  Gaghan, 
1886  to  1895.  The  present  (1896)  treasurer,  H. 
J.  Froney,  was  elected  in  April,  1895. 

Assessors. — The  assessors,  in  order  of  serv- 
ice, are  named  as  follows;  James  Smith,  1842, 
1843,  1845  1846;  Henry  Shively.  1844  and 

1847  to  1 85  I ; M’illiam  Phillips,  1851;  Lee  Moore, 
1852;  Jacob  Hartman.  1854;  Daniel  Shoffstall, 
1855  to  1858;  Joseph  Alcorn,  1858;  William  G. 
Lamb,  1859  to  1862;  Irvin  Walker,  1862; 
Thomas  j.  Avery,  1863-64,  and  1866-69, 
1870-73,  and  1874;  F.  D.  Noble,  1875;  William 
R.  Noyes,  1873,  and  1875  to  1878;  Milton  Zim- 
merman, 1878,  1879,  i88i;  A.  M.  Wyckoff, 

1880;  Hiram  Hoardner,  1882-83;  Henry  G.  Hix- 
on,  1884  and  1889;  Samuel  M.  Eaton,  18S5; 
William  Zimmerman,  1886,  1887,  1888.  1890; 
George  Walker,  1891-92;  William  Tansey,  1894; 
Leslie  Stacy,  1895;  ^.nd  Chauncey  Underwood, 

I 896. 

Board  of  lidueation.  — 1896;  H.  A.  Elder, 
John  Walker,  A.  R.  Huck,  Andrew  Handeen, 
Mrs.  Wight,  Joseph  Russell,  George  Walker, 
George  Foos,  N.  Huchman,  James  Zimmerman, 
and  Georee  Gallier. 

CHfRCUKS. 

The  township  is  singularly  well  endowed  with 
churches  and  religions  societies.  Not  content 
with  the  numerous  societies  at  Howling  Green 
and  New  Roche>t(.‘r,  new  organi/aiions  were 
effected  throughout  the  township,  and  near  its 
southern,  eastern  aiid  northern  lines,  as  well  as 
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j its  center,  houses  for  worship  were  erected.  In 
early  days  the  Millerites  were  known  here,  and 
continued  in  existence  until  1843,  ''hen  the 
prophecy  of  their  chief  failed  to  be  realized. 
Seeing  that  the  world  was  to  continue,  the  fol- 
lowers of  Miller  became  quite  worldly.  Tlie 
Mormons  created  some  enthusiasm  here  in  later 
years,  but  failed  to  win  a large  number  of  re- 
cruits. In  the  chapters  devoted  to  Middleton, 
Plain,  Freedom,  Webster,  Portage  and  Howling 
Green,  sketches  of  neighboring  religious  associa- 
tions are  given,  while  here  a history  of  each 
society  owning  a house  of  worship,  or  having  a 
part  interest  in  one,  built  within  the  township,  is 
j related; 

I 77ie  United  Brethren  Church  {Liberal),  neai 
: the  Genter  school  house,  was  known  in  1833  as 
I Joseph  Cox’s  class.  It  was  reorganized  in  1834, 

; and  again  reorganized  about  thirty  years  agir.  fn 
I 1873,  when  the  Klotz  family  became  members. 

there  were  William  Phillips,  who  became  a mem- 
I ber  in  1849,  John  Taft,  Daniel  and  Jacob  Long, 

I James  McMillan  and  a few  others.  The  churcii 
I was  erected  in  1861  or  1862,  on  land  donated  bv 
I James  Hrown,  to  revert  to  the  estate  if  not  used 
I for  religious  purposes.  Among  the  members  in 
! 1885,  were  M’illiam  Klotz,  trustee  and  leader. 

' Ellen,  Obed,  Lilly,  Martin,  Sarah,  Ollie  and 
! Nathan  Klotz;  Lafayette  Canfield,  trustee,  with 
! three  members  of  his  family ; three  Walkers:  three 
of  the  Hates  family;  A.  R.  Huck  and  wife;  the 
Carters,  Leggetts,  Hurketts,  Bandeens,  George 
; C.  Houskeeper,  Wesley  Long  and  wife,  and  a 
I few  others.  Rev.  Mr.  Naylor  was  pastor  in  the 
i " seventies.”  From  that  time  to  1894  the  pastors 
i of  the  Church  at  Portage  attended  the  Center 
Church.  There  were  thirty-seven  members  named 
in  September,  1892,  George  C.  Houskeeper  beinu' 
i then  clerk,  as  he  was  in  1885  and  1894,  when  the 
Church  was  attached  to  the  Dowling  Circuit,  witii 
Dr.  Pope,  circuit  steward.  In  1891,  the  church- 
house  was  repaired  at  a cost  of  between  $1,400 
and  $ 1 , 500. 

The  United  Brethren  Church  {Radical)  was  or- 
ganized a few  years  after  the  division  in  tl;e 
1 ter  church.  Rev.  H.  L.  Downing  presided.  Ke\ . 

' G.  W.  Coss  was  pastor  down  to  1S94;  Re\-.  M. 
i H.  Tussing  came  in  1895,  now  [lastor  ol 

! the  Underwood,  the  Union  Hill,  tin.-  New  Roch- 
: ester  and  the  Pri'vidence  classes.  Llijah  L 'e- 
I gmtt,  Henry  Hairy,  Henry  Long  and  Ibiniel  Harr 
are  the  leaders  of  the  respective  classes.  ’I  hr 
chutv.h  of  the  UiulerwtMxl  class  was  an  old  scluad 
I Irouse,  which  is  u.sed  ji'ditly  with  the  Methodist 
; society. 

Bortai^e  Rirer  .Sereuth  Pat  . Idrentists  org:n\- 
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ized  December  i8,  1S83.  and  signed  articles  of 
association  January  20,  1884,  when  Peter  Klop- 
fenslein,  John  Bh  Freeman,  Austin  Cary,  George 
Klopfenstein  and  C.  S.  Clarke  were  chosen  trus- 
tees. A house  for  worship  was  erected  the  same 
year,  at  a cost  of  $600,  which  was  dedicated  by 
Revs.  R.  A.  Underwood  and  E.  H.  Gates  (the 
latter  is  a missionary  in  the  Pitcairn  Islands). 
Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Thompson  were  the  succes- 
sive pastors  after  Mr.  Gates.  The  first  jnembers 
were  Peter,  Ann,  George  and  James  Klopfen- 
stein: Caleb  S.,  Sarah  M.,  Aura  and  Olive  Clarke; 
John  E. , Hannah,  Dora  and  Emma  B'reeman; 
Eva  and  Artie  Underwood,  David  M.,  James  X., 
Mary  A.  and  Maggie  L.  B'rancis,  and  Blarriet 
Hurst.  B.  C.  Eerciot  succeeded  George  Klop- 
fenstein as  trustee  in  1888;  Dora  B'reeman 
was  elected  in  1S89,  and  George  Klopfen- 
stein in  1892.  In  1894,  Coy  B.  \’an  Gorder 
was  chosen  trustee,  and  John  B'reeman,  Jr.,  took 
the  place  of  C.  S.  Clarke,  deceased.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  the  first  resident  elder,  George  Klopfenstein 
the  second,  W.  T.  Weeks  the  third,  in  1891,  and 
George  Klopfenstein  again  in  1893.  Miss  Mary 
Heron  is  secretary  of  the  Sabbath-school. 

The  Union  Chnrch  of  Cloverdale  uas  built  by 
James  F.  Long,  B'rank  Ledyard  and  George  Mell, 
the  committee,  and  Michael  Amos,  representing 
the  subscribers,  for  the  use  of  all  evangelical 
societies.  It  was  completed  in  1891,  and  the 
United  Brethren  applied  for  it  as  a pdace  of  wor- 
ship. Mr.  McNutt,  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Society,  preached  the  dedicatory  service  Septem- 
ber 13,  1892.  Meetings  of  that  society  were  neld 
in  1892,  but  its  e.vistence  was  very  short.  The 
Christian  Union  was  organized  by  Charles  Paine 
with  nine  members,  who  were  George  Mell, 
B'rank  and  Matilda  Abbott,  William  and  Clara 
Hall,  Lemuel  and  Mary  Ward  and  Jason  and 
Agnes  Koons.  The  membership  in  June,  1895, 
was  thirty-five.  The  United  Brethren  organized 
a class  of  seventeen  members  in  1892,  among 
them  being  Albert  and  BEtie  Buck,  Mrs.  Hall, 
James  F.  and  Susannah  Long,  Cvriis  and  Julia 
Johnson,  Finley  and  Mary  Oberdorf,  Frank  and 
Susie  Dorman,  Fred  and  Mamie  Jamieson,  Albert 
and  Lottie  Waring,  Albert  Berr}’  and  Mrs.  San- 
ders. Rev.  Peter  Tussing,  the  pastor,  has  charge 
of  this  society,  of  that  at  Portage,  of  that  at 
Wingston,  in  Liberty  township,  and  of  Mt.  Zion, 
at  Cass’  Corners.  Mr.  B.  Laid<er  organized  the 
class,  he  being  then  pastor  of  the  Center  United 
Brethren  Church,  as  well  as  of  the  other  churches 
in  the  circuit.  The  membersiiip  in  (une.  1895, 
was  forty-four. 

The  Dnnhards,  or  German  Baptists,  hold 


I-  meetings  once  every  four  weeks  in  the  Union 
I church,  ^^e3srs.  Jonathan  W'hitmore,  John  Kra}  - 
‘ bill  and  John  \V.  Rees  being  preachers.  B^avid 
; Monroe  and  Jacob  Kiser  and  their  wives,  Christo- 
i p)her  and  Benjamin  Reeves  and  wives,  \hola  and 
Cora  Rees,  Llsworth  Rutter,  Ezra  Hemminget 
; and  wife,  and  a few  others,  formed  this  class. 

The  first  trustees  of  the  Union  building  were 
Henry  Sawyer,  George  C.  Houskeeper,  Jacob  and 
! Monroe  Kiser  and  George  Mell. 

United  Brethren  Chnreh,  Maple  Grove,  was 
organized  in  1 890,  on  a liberal  platform,  and  in 
; March.  1891,  the  site  for  the  present  building 
: was  selected  on  lands  donated  bv  Mr.  Cook  in 
I the  N.  J of  Sec.  9.  The  first  trustees  were 
Charles  Cox  (secretary),  William  Dennis, 

Andrew’  Glenn,  whose  place  was  subsequently  filled 
j by  Daniel  Barr,  J.  H.  Bush,  whose  place  is 
now  filled  by  Charles  Barr,  and  Henry  Nixon.  In 
: June,  1891.  Charles  Barr  and  Thomas  Cross 
were  elected  additional  trustees.  The  bid  of  C. 
Stacy,  agreeing  to  erect  a house  of  worship  for 
i $97 5- ^7'  accepted,  and  the  building  was 

’ completed  in  October,  1891.  The  sum.  of  $1,- 
: 912.81  collected  for  all  piurposes  from  organiza- 
j tion  to  August  20,  1891,  of  which  $1,744.26 

; was  expended.  The  society  made  remarkable 
j progress  until  1S93,  when  Mrs.  Ross  came  to 
' preach  the  doctrine  of  the  Radical  wing  at  the 
; Union  Hill  church.  A number  of  the  members 
, joined  the  new'  society. 

j Underwood  Methodist  Episeopal  Class  was 
organized  in  1891,  by  Rev.  Scoles,  w’ich  Henry 
Mincks,  leader.  Ble,  with  his  wife  and  daughter, 
Hester,  Jacob  and  Lizzie  Mincks.  James  Mincks, 
who  died  October  28,  1893,  Jane  Mincks,  John 
Walker,  William  and  Emma  Bonnell,  Gideon 
Underwood,  deceased,  Margaret  Underwood. 
John  and  Amanda  Russell,  John  Shanks  and 
Whlliarn,  Carrie  and  Nellie  Staev  formed  the  class. 

, Like  the  United  Brethren  Society  of  Center,  this 
: one  was  part  of  the  Portage  circuit  until  1894, 

I when  it  w'as  attached  to  Dow'ling.  Some  two  years 
before  the  United  Brethren  and  Methodist  classes 
I were  organized  the  Underwood  school  house 
: was  fitted  up  for  religious  purposes,  and  ultimately 
\ purchased  by  the  two  societies.  The  class  in  July. 
[895,  had  fourteen  tnembers. 

SOCIKTIHS. 

Sugar  Ridge  Grange,  No.  745,  was  chartered 
June  I.  1874,  with  B'.  D.  Noble,  H.  H.  \'ar- 
; Camp.  C.  B2.  Matthews,  O.  .M.  Grover.  John 
I Simonds,  Reuben  Abbott,  H.  S.  .Meeker,  G.  S. 

Meeker  (secretary'!,  William  Grover,  Mrs.  .-\nge- 
I line  Grover.  Martha  Grover.  .Mice  .\shley,  Mi>. 
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Laura  Matthews,  officers  in  grange  rank,  and 
t\ventv-fi\e  unofficial  members.  Joseph  Hamp- 
ton was  elected  master,  I'ice  Noble  resigned.  In 
.\ugust,  if>74.  the  charter  members  built  the 
present  hall  (William  Grover  hauling  the  first 
lumber),  on  land  donated  by  H.  S.  Meeker  and 
Robert  McKenzie.  C.  E.  Matthews  was  elected 
secretary  in  1876;  George  W.  Brown  in  Decem- 
ber, 1878;  J.  D.  Smith,  1879;  while  C.  E. 
Matthews  succeededMaster  Hampton  in  Decem- 
ber, 1880.  G.  E.  Cessna  was  master  in  1883, 
with  H.  V.  Meeker,  secretary;  G.  C.  Stevenson 


served  as  master  in  1884.  with  Seth  F.  Gregory, 
secretary;  John  Current  was  master  in  1885.  with 
C.  K.  Stevenson,  secretary.  Gilbert  S.  Meeker 
served  as_ master  for  some  years;  Vfilber  Simons 
also  held  the  chair,  and  other  members  were 
honored  with  the  position,  until  the  grange 
ceased  working.  At  one  time,  this  association 
had  sixt\'  active  members,  and  was  undoubtedlv 
the  banner  grange  of  this  county.  The  Center 
Grange,  with  place  of  meeting  near  Hoiiskeeper's. 
was  also  an  importaiit  association  of  agricult- 
uralists. 


CFIAPTER 


FREEDOM  TOWNSHIP. 

ilow  XA.MED PoPCLATIOX.  SURVEV,  EtC. FlHST  LAXr>  Bl'YERS FiRST  SeTTEEMEXT E.VRLV 

Trails  axu  Roads — Game  axd  IIi'xters — New  Rochester  Settlemext — Ax  Oid  Mill 
—Men  of  1830 — Towxship  Orgaxiza  1 lox.  axd  Officials — New  Rochester — W OODSIDE 
— The  Rees  Settle.mext — Pe.mberville  Village — Schools — C hlrches — Cemeteries — 
Societies — Industries,  Etc. 


HE  name  of  this  township>  was  suggested 
to  the  pioneers  by  the  comparative  liberty 
they  enjoyed  here,  rather  than  by  any  ex- 
emption from  the  necessity  of  finding  a 
home  in  the  wilderness.  “ Made  captive,  yet  de- 
serving freedom  more,”  they  gave  the  title, 
which  was  then,  as  it  is  now.  appropriate.  The 
soil  is  unquestionably  rich  in  the  mineral  constit- 
uents necessary  to  produce  good  crops.  Year 
after  year  the  land  has  produced  abundantly 
without  exhausting  its  fertility.  Modern  devel- 
opments changed,  in  a measure,  the  agricultural 
character  of  the  township,  transforming  sections 
of  it  into  an  oilman's  camp,  and  showing  the 
liquid  wealth,  hidden  from  the  pioneers.  The 
population  in  1840,  was  ^38;  in  i860.  971;  in 
■ 880,  1,667;  ^nd  in  1890  ( includiyg  the  843  in- 
habitants credited  to  Pernberville ),  1.945.  In 
April,  1895,  there  were  204  votes  cast  in  Pem- 
herville  village,  a fact  which  goes  to  show  the 
Certain  increase  of  the  urban  population.  The 
exterior  lines  of  the  township  were  surveyed  in 
'819,  and  the  section  lines  in  1821,  but  not  until 
1833  ‘lid  the  pioneers  arrive. 

first  Land  Luyo-s. — The  first  land  entry 
cecordetl  in  I'reedorn  is  credited  to  .Asahel  Han- 
nan Powers,  who  purchased  the  N.  E.  | of  the 


N.  W.  J of  Sec.  10,  August  27,  1S33.  Horace 
Rice  entered  the  W.  part  of  the  N.  W.  | of  that 
section,  and  Samuel  Mardis  the  S.  of  Sec.  8 
on  the  same  day;  but  Powers  was  the  onl}'  one  of 
the  trio  to  become  a permanent  settler.  On 
November  6,  1833,  Joseph  Strong  purchased  the 
N.  W.  { of  Sec.  31,  Francis  Smith  the  W.  ,t  of 
the  S.  E.  J of  Sec.  32,  and  John  Hettel  the  W.  }. 
of  the  N.  E.  J of  that  section.  On  November  7. 
1833,  Francis  Kelley  entered  the  W.  },  of  the  S. 
W.  |,  and  James  Kelley  the  east  half  of  the  same 
quarter  of  Sec.  22.  They  were  the  first  buyers 
of  L'nited  States  land  in  the  township. 

The  deed  of  Ohio  to  Jacob  Cable  was  made 
December  25,  1833,  when  the  N.  W.  ] of  the 
N.  W.  J of  P'r.  Sec.  28.  a little  over  sixty-five 
acres,  was  conveyed  to  him  for  $81.33^,  and  the 
S.  part  of  the  S.  W.  J of  Sec.  21,  emhracing 
sixty-four  acres,  for  .$80.  This  formed  a part  of 
the  canal  lands,  as  did  also  the  Benjamin  Waite 
entry,  at  the  Forks. 

.About  the  same  time  the  N.  W.  | of  the  N. 
E.  f of  Sec.  10,  also  canal  land,  was  conveyed 
to  ,\sahel  H.  Powers,  but  the  tract  was  not  re- 
turned for  taxation  until  1840. 

Powers  purchased  from  the  Uniteil  States. 
.August  18.  1834.  the  S.  W.  \ of  the  S.  E.  of 
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Sec.  3;  Jacob  Cable  bought  the  S.  W.  ] and  W. 
part  of  S.  E.  1 of  Sec.  23,  May  8,  1834;  John 
Yocum  purchased  the  E.  part  of  S.  E.  J of  that 
section  on  the  same  day,  and  Silas  Cabel  the  N. 
W.  ;j  of  Sec.  24,  while  on  May  30,  1 834,  Sam- 
uel Scothorn  bought  the  S.  W.  J of  the  S.  E.  J j 
of  Sec.  28,  and  on  June  19,  Darius  Brewster  the  | 
N.  \V.  4 of  the  S.  E.  [ of  Sec.  28.  The  other  ' 
purchasers  of  U.  S.  lands,  in  1 834,  were  \V.  A. 
Potter,  Roswell  Wade,  Joel  R.  Wade  and  John 
W.  Whitman,  on  Sec.  2 ; Lewis  Snyder,  Ezbon 
Sanford  and  Ethan  Pember,  Sec.  3 ; William 
Preston  and  Martin  Keslei,  Sec.  4:  Thomas  For- 
rester, Sec.  6;  Levi  Loomis  and  Adam  Kous- 
holder.  Sec.  7 ; John  Dixon,  Sec.  10;  James 
Cresswell  and  R.  Bratton,  Sec.  1 1 ; Peter  and 
Joseph  Krotzer,  Sec.  1 2 ; John  Depuy,  Sec.  1 3 ; . 
Abraham  Keefer,  Sec.  14;  Ludwig  Kramer,  Sec.  i 
1 8 ; David  Fisher,  Sec.  19;  Robert  Roberts  and  j 
Daniel  Schell,  Sec.  20;  John  Canning,  Sec.  23 ; j 
Solomon  Hoffart,  Thomas  Miner  and  John 
F'arming,  Sec.  30;  George  Spencer,  Henr}'  Sapp, 
John  Steel  and  C.  Wilhelm,  Sec.  3 1 ; Richard 
Wright  and  Timothy  Wilkinson,  Sec.  32.  Sec- 
tion 29  was  included  in  the  canal  lands  of  1834. 
and  was  then  owned  by  Michael  Myers,  Michael 
Miller,  Thomas  E.  Harding,  Henry  Sapp  and 
Fred  Karper.  In  May,  1835,  Jacob  Cable  pur- 
chased the  N.  part  of  the  N.  E.  J of  Sec.  28,  and 
Peter  Donohue  the  W.  part  of  the  S.  E.  J of 
Sec.  1 1 . 

First  Settlement . — With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, all  located  on  their  lands,  making  two  dis- 
tinct settlements — one  in  and  round  the  present 
town  of  Pemberville,  and  one  in  and  round  the 
older  village  of  New  Rochester,  Asahel  H.  Pow- 
ers being  the  pioneer  of  one,  and  Jacob  Cable  of  ■ 
the  other.  After  locating  his  land  Powers  re-  ! 
turned  to  his  home  in  eastern  Lorain  county, 
and  in  the  following  November  started  for  this 
county  with  two  two-horse  wagons,  and  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  sons  Herman  and  Hiram, 
sons-in-law  James  Pember  and  Benjamin  W'aite, 
the  latter’s  wife,  and  daughters  Lucina  arid 
Almira.  They  were  five  days  and  four  nights 
traveling  a distance  of  about  eighty  miles.  The 
first  night  of  their  journev'  they  spent  at  .Amherst, 
Lorain  county,  the  second  at  a private  house 
near  Milan,  the  third  at  Fremont,  the  fourth  at  , 
Seager’s  tavern  about  five  miles  east  of  Wood-  ! 
ville,  and  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  they  ar- 
rived at  Benedict’s,  two  miles  from  Woodville,  ; 
where  the  women  of  the  party  sta\'ed  for  the  ' 
night,  the  men  stoiiping  a little  this  side  of  Ben- 
edict's, with  their  teams  at  I'erdig's.  Tin*  jour- 
ney thremgh  mud  brought  on  by  November  rains. 


was  almost  horrible,  and  many  times  rhey  were 
obliged  to  take  both  teams,  pull  one  wagon 
through  a mud  hole,  and  then  hitch  to  the  other 
wagon  and  bring  that  through.  One  traveler 
who  passed  over  the  road  a day  in  advance,  gave 
a man  $12  to  pull  him  through  a mud  hole  about 
twent\'  rods  long.  The  next  morning  after  th.e 
arrival  of  the  above  party  at  Benedict's  and  Fer- 
dig's,  the  nren  set  forth  along  the  banks  of  the 
Portage,  and  arrived  on  what  they  supposed  to 
be  the  land  of  Powers  before  noon,  and  soon 
selected  a site  for  the  cabin,  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  Sec.  3,  later  owned  by  li.  C,  & J. 
Herman.  They  immediately  set  to  work,  and 
ere  the  sun  went  down  they  had  cut  the  logs,  put 
together  a snug  house  18x30  feet,  and  covered 
the  same  with  shakes  and  bark. 

In  the  winter  of  1833-34  Henry  Hahn,  his 
wife  and  one  child,  found  shelter  in  an  ad'iit'on 
to  Powers’  cabin.  There  a second  child  was 
born  to  them,  who  was  the  first  native  of  P^reedorn. 

Soon  after  the  first  house  was  built.  Powers 
discovered  he  had  located  on  land  he  did  mot 
own.  Consequently  he  made  no  more  improve- 
ments there,  but  with  his  two  sons  occupied  his 
time  in  the  winter  of  1833-34  in  clearing  the  N. 
\V.  4 of  the  N.  E.  4 of  Sec.  10.  In  the  follow- 
ing spring  they  plowed  up  about  five  acres  of  the 
land,  and  put  in  the  first  crop  of  potatoes,  corn 
and  vegetables.  The  corn  they  raised  was  never 
excelled  in  that  vicinity.  It  surprised  the  set- 
tlers, and  filled  them  with  astonishment.  They 
sent  samples  of  it  back  to  their  old  home,  and  to 
different  settlements  in  this  county,  and  from  that 
time  on  the  Forks  have  been  noted  for  corn-pro- 
ducing qualities.  There  was  on  Powers'  farm  a 
fine  maple  sugar  cam.p,  from  which  he  derived 
much  benefit.  Maple  sugar  was  about  the  only 


and  Perrysburg  was  their  market. 


Benjamin  Waite,  a son-in-law  of  Powers,  who 
bought  thirty-seven  acres  upon  which  a largo 
portion  of  Pemberville  is  located,  in  the  fall  of 
[833,  made  a little  opening  on  his  land,  and  the 
next  summer  built  a house  near  where  the  resi- 
dence of  Henr\'  Bowlus  now  stands,  and  moveii 
in  \vith  his  wife.  Returning  to  Lorain  county 
that  fall,  he  died  by  his  own  hand. 

James  Pember,  wih*  and  child  came  from 
Lorain  county  in  the  fall  of  1834,  bought  thirty- 
se\en  acres,  owned  by  Waite,  for  $6C'c\  and 
shortly  after  became  a lumber  and.  sawmill  man, 
owning  two  or  three  sawmills  above  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Pcu'tage  br.inches. 

F(’rly  J'rai/s  and  A’euY.v.  — The  first  trail  or, 
rather,  wagon  roati.  in  the  township,  was  made 
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bv  Gen.  Harrison’s  troops  in  1813.  Where  is 
tienry  Hoodlebrink's  farm,  the  soldiers  camped, 
until  the  river  would  freeze  over,  when  they 
hoped  to  move  forward  the  artillery  and  baggage. 
Many  mementoes  of  their  camp  are  found  there 
vet.  Twenty-eight  vears  after  the  soldiers  passed 
that  way,  one  of  the  Pembers  found  a musket- 
barrel.  Taking  it  to  the  blacksmith  shop,  to  re- 
move the  breach-pin,  and  placing  it  in  the  vise, 
the  onlookers  reminded  him  to  turn  the  muzzle 
away  from  them,  as  an  old  army  gun  was  dan-  i 
gerous  in  any  condition.  Accepting  the  advice, 
he  began  hamnrering,  when  the  charge  did  go  , 
off,  making  a large  hole  in  a two-inch  plank. 

The  first  regular  road  through  the  township 
was  the  McCutchenviile  turnpike,  established  by 
the  Act  of  February  15,  1831.  It  runs  from  Per- 
rysburg  southeast  through  New  Rochester,  to  the 
county’s  southeast  corner;  thence  to  Bucyrus. 
Its  length  in  Wood  county  is  thirty  miles  and 
thirty-five  chains;  in  Seneca,  fourteen  miles  and 
forty-two  chains,  and  in  Crawford  county,  twent\- 
miles  and  thirty-one  chains.  The  commissioners 
appointed  to  locate  the  same  were  Ambrose  Rice, 
of  Wood.  James  Burk,  of  Seneca,  and  James 
McCracken,  of  Crawford,  and  the  route  was  sur-  | 
veyed  b}'  O.  C.  Sweene}’.  Eight  chainmen  were 
emplo5'ed,  not  all  at  the  same  time,  however, 
and  two  ••packers,”  with  their  horses.  The 
commissioners  and  surveyors  each  received  $1.25 
per  day  for  their  services,  and  the  chainmen  and 
packers  75  cents.  The  cost  of  location  was 
divided  among  the  three  counties  as  follows: 
Wood,  $113.35;  Seneca.  $55.56;  Crawford, 
$78.47.  Surveyor  Sweeney’s  bill  was  for  forty 
days’  work,  amounting  to  $60,  this  amount  in- 
cluding plat  and  profile  of  survey.  The  report  of 
survey  and  location  is  dated  .-'tpril  13,  1835. 
Road  46,  running  through  the  township  along  the 
north  bank  of  the  Portage  river,  was  the  next, 
established  March  15.  1836.  The  viewers  were 
David  Phenicee,  Stilwell  Truax,  and  Thomas  M. 
Brown.  Surveyor.  Daniel  H.  Cobb;  chainmen, 
Hiram  Powers,  James  Pember,  and  marker,  Car- 
lisle Pember.  It  took  the  above  force  four  days 
to  complete  their  work  of  location  and  sur\ey. 

Gaiiii-  and  Hunters.  — From  facts  related  in 
1884,  t>y  Mrs.  .\nn  Forest  and  Frank  Cowden, 
of  New  Rochester,  to  C.  S.  WanTassel,  it  is 
learned  that  the  last  wild  bear  seen  in  PTeedom, 
was  in  1851.  Mrs.  Eli  Colvin,  a neighlior  of 
Mrs.  Joseph  .Myers,  called  at  the  latter’s  home 
one  day  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  while  thev 
were  in  the  house  talking,  their  attention  was  ar- 
rested by  the  scpiealing  of  a pig  near  by.  Being 
curious  to  apprise  themselves  of  the  difficultv, 
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1 they  started  in  search  of  the  apparently  discom- 
' forted  porker.  They  had  gone  but  a few  rods 
from  the  house  when  t'hey  perceived  it  in  tl:e 
wood.s  a short  distance  outside  of  a fence  by 
which  they  stopped  where  the  poor  fellow  was 
being  unmercifulh'  hugged  by  a bear!  Mrs.  Col- 
vin was  the  taller  of  the  two  ladies,  and  saw  the 
bear  first,  when  she  made  for  the  house.  Mr,=  . 
Myers  was  a brave  lady,  and  proposed  to  see  it, 
too;  so  she  ad'/anced  a little  farther,  and  sure 
enough  there  was  bruin  hugging  the  pig  and  bit- 
ing at  its  tb.roat;  .but  on  perceiving  Mrs.  Mvers 
he  immediately  dropped  the  object  of  his  affec- 
tions and  made  tracks  for  the  rvilderness.  They 
also  related  the  following  story: 

IsaacClay  was  out  turkey  hunting  oned-ay  with 
a rifle,  and  coming  across  a flock,  shot  one  turk- 
ey, and  on  going  to  pick  it  up  he  found  another, 
and  near  by  still  a third,  and  all  three  were  shot 
through  the  head.  Three  turkeys  shot  through 
the  head  wuth  one  rifle  ball!  favorite  wa;v  of 
hunting  deer  on  the  Portage,  was  wdiat  old  hunt- 
ers call  ‘ • candling  ” in  canoes,  and  shooting  the 
deer  as  thev  came  to  the  river  to  drink. 

AVre  Rochester  Settlement . — The  Cables  are 
mentioned  in  the  deed  from  the  State  of  Ohio  as 
Virginians.  No  doubt  they  came  in  1S33.  but 
left  to  others  the  task  of  establishing  the  first 
town  in  Ereedom.  Michael  N.  Myers  came 
from  Columbiana  count}’  in  1834,  and  purchased 
lands  from  the  State,  on  the  N.  E.  J of  Sec.  29. 
His  wife,  son  and  four  daughters  accompanied 
him  into  the  wilderness,  and  aided  him  in  build- 
ing a hewed-log  house,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
McCutchenviile  road,  on  the  north  or  righ.t  bank 
of  the  Portage.  Soon  after,  Michael  Miller  came 
from  Stark  county,  entered  tlie  N.  \V.  J of  Sec. 
29,  and  in  1835  had  the  town  of  New  Rochester 
surveyed.  John  Cope  entered  the  N.  E J of 
Sec.  21,  but  being  a tradesman  gave  his  time  to 
building  the  first  sawmill  at  New  Rochester,  and 
one  or  two  mills  at  Pemberville,  rather  than  t'> 
agriculture.  The  original  Cables,  who  located 
in  the  New  Rochester  neighborhood,  resided  here 
only  a short  time,  when  they  resolved  to  Icaw- 
the  wilderness.  Loading  their  goods  on  ctuioc-' 
and  embarking  with  their  women  and  children, 
they  paddled  down  the  Portage;  but,  one  imlo 
below  the  Powers  settlement,  one  canoe  caj'- 
sized.  and  the  disappointed  passengers  •,\er-- 
thankful  that  they  lost  only  their  clothing  and 
provisions. 

.in  Old  Mill. — The  Joseph  Fuller  gri-^tnnl! 
was  introduced  as  early  as  1835,  where  H.  Seh.er- 
meyer  resided  fifty  years  later.  One  barrel  of 
flour  or  corn  meal — or,  rather,  crushed  wheat 
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and  corn — -was  its  capacity  per  day.  It  con- 
tained one  run  of  stone  made  of  a iarge  “hard 
head  ” halved,  which  hfr.  Fuller  himself  dressed. 
It  was  run  by  “muscle  power”  that  operated 
two  wooden  cranks,  which  turned  t-'vo  belts  that 
were  so  geared  by  wood  work  that  they  ran  the 
stone.  It  was  used  by  settlers  for  many  miles 
around,  and  those  who  used  it  were  compelled  to 
grind  their  own  grist,  and  pay  toll  in  the  bargain. 

Men  of  iSjg. — In  1839,  there  were  si.xty 
male  citizens,  aged  twenty-one  years  and  over,  in 
this  township,  the  names  of,  whom  are  as  fol- 
lows ; George  Scothorn,  Michael  Mver,s,  Isaac  Clay. 
Henry  Housholder,  Adam  Housholder.  Zopher 
Francis.  Thomas  Francis.  Asahel  Pember,  Henry 
Pember,  Russel,  Thomas  Miner,  Joseph  Myers, 
John  Fought,  John  Hoot,  John  Kelley,  Daniel 
Sage,  Peter  Eisenhaur,  Peter  Eisenhaur,  Jr. . John 
Eisenhaur,  Thomas  Eisenhaur,  Jacob  Hyser, 
Jacob  Phillips,  A.  E.  Calkins,  Henry  Eyster, 
Frederick  Hahn.  David  A.  Carpenter,  Asahel 
Powers,  Harman  Powers,  Nelson  Ale.xander, 
John  Cope,  James  Pember,  James  Waugh, 
Thomas  Thompson,  Lt'man  Lewis,  Thomas 
Moseby,  Robert  Forrester.  William  Forrester, 
Harvey  .Allen,  Jacob  Eddleman,  Nicholas  Kesler, 
Martin  Kesler.  Joseph  Kesler,  Robert  Dunapace, 
William  Dunapace,  Mhlliarn  Muir,  James  Muir, 
W m . Schniedebarger,  Carlisle  C.  Pember,  Har- 
man Pember,  Hiram  Pember.  Joseph  Fuller, 
Joseph  Fuller,  Jr. , Ira  Pember,  Sampson  Calkins, 
Manassa  Calkins,  Asa  I'air,  Peter  Krotzer,  John 
Krotzer,  Joseph  Krotzer,  Jacob  Vanettin. 

Toionshi p Organization,  and  Omcials. — The 
township  was  established  December  i,  1834,  on 
petition  of  the  inliabitants,  who,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  assembled  at  the  forks  of  the  Portage  to  raise 
a log  school  house,  and  there  heard  Hiram  Pember 
suggest  the  name  “Freedom”  for  a new  town- 
ship. The  election  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the 
cabin  of  Michael  N.  Myers,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April,  1835.  On  June  6.  that  year.  Michael 
Myers  and  John  W.  Whitman  received  the  entire 
vote  for  justices  of  the  peace,  the  electors  being 
the  same  as  in  .-Vprii,  namely;  Silas,  Jonathan, 
Benjamin  and  Isaac  Cable,  Michael  N.,  Michael 
and  Joseph  Myers,  Asahel  H.  and  H.  H.  Powers. 
George  Spencer,  John  Cope,  Samuel  Ridinger, 
Henrv  Nailor,  Christian  Schell,  Thomas  Miner, 
John  W.  Whitman,  Henry  Sapp  and  Michael 
Miller.  The  October  election  of  1836  shows 
sixteen  votes  for  Joseph  \'ance  for  (.Governor; 
sixteen  fur  Patrick  Goude,  Congress,,  seventeen 
for  [ohn  Hollister.  Re|)resentative  in  the  Legisla- 
ture; eighteen  for  John  A.  Kelley,  Conimissituier ; 
and  seventeen  for  Hiram  Davis,  Surveyor.  Tliere 


; were  eighteen  votes  cast,  however,  Hiram,  Car- 
; lisle  and  Harman  Pember,  Adam  aiid  Da^■id 
Housholder,  John  Wilson,  Lunian  C.  Lewis, 
i Henry  Eyster  and  Archibald  Burnett,  new  voters. 

taking  the  places  of  so  many  of  the  older  voters 
I of  1835.  C.  V\b  Evers,  writing  in  June,  1S75, 
on  this  subject,  notices  the  absence  of  the  name  of 
I fames  Pember,  and  seems  inclined  to  credit  it  to 
I the  fact  that  his  right  to  vote  was  questioned  by 
' his  fellow  pioneers,  who  considered  him  a Cana- 
i dian. 

I The  Trustees  of  P'reedom  are  named  in  the 
following  list,  which  is  based  on  tax-levy  certifi- 
; cates  and  other  documents  found  in  auditor  s of- 
: fice,  do-wn  to  1S7S,  and  on  the  township)  records, 
in  possession  of  the  clerk,  from  1879  to  1895; 

; 1840 — D.  Carpenter,  Carlisle  Pember,  T.  D.  Ivloseby. 

, 1840 — D.  .A.  Carpenter,  Alanassah  Calkins,  Peter  Eisenhaur. 

I 184) - Carlisle  Pember,  John  Copjc,  Peter  Eisenhaur. 

1842 — John  Copje,  Sampson  Calkins,  Peter  Eisenhaur. 

, 1843-44 — (Documents  nut  in  auditor's  office.) 

184-a-40 — Hiram  Pember.  Peter  Eisenhaur,  Isaac  Clay. 

: 1847-48 — Jonas  G.  Wicker,  Isaac  Clay. 

1849 — F.  N.  Pember.  H.  \V.  Bain,  Jacob  tlieser. 

I 1850-51 — James  Pember,  Elias  Lay,  H.  H.  Powell. 

1852-53 — (Documents  not  in  auditor's  office.) 

1858 — John  Reed,  Henry  Harmeyer,  Evan  Rees. 

1859  — George  AI.  Bell,  Henry  Harmeyer,  Charles  Eisenhaur. 
1800 --.Abel  T.  Xorris,  Levi  AVetmnre,  J.  H.  Schroder. 

1891 — S.  Johnson,  Levi  Wetmore,  J.  H.  Schroder. 
lS03-<>4 — Daniel  Clay,  James  Al.  Peoples,  Henry  Harmeyer. 

; 1805  -PI.  H.  Shaberz.  W.  F.  Eisenhaur,  Henry  Baker. 

' 1800 — Daniel  Clay,  Charles  Eisenhaur.  Henry  Baker. 

I 1807  -H.  H.  Shaberg,  Charles  Eisenhaur,  Henry  Alenter. 
j 1808 — G.  Hebler,  Da\'iil  Peoples,  Henry  Alenter. 

1869 — Henry  Rickett.  David  Peojdes,  Edward  Dusing. 

! 1870—  lohn  Hiser,  David  Peopiles,  Edward  Dusing. 

I 1871  - Henry  Baker,  David  Peoples,  Edward  Dusing. 

, 1872  -1.  Al.  Peoples,  H.  Harmeyer,  John  Hockman. 

' 1873  --H.  H.  Shaberg,  il.  PL'irmeyer.  John  Hockman. 

1874 — H.  H.  Shaberg,  H.  Harmeyer,  John  Krofer. 

1870  -H.  H.  .Shaberg,  L.  H.  Forest,  William  Brock.sicker. 
1877-78  — F.  Talker,  Id.  Hoodlelirink,  William  Brocksicker. 

1879—  J.  Bowers,  J.  H.  Baker,  Charles  Pdsenhaur. 

1880- S2 — (Record's  not  in  possession  of  clerk.) 

I 1883  -'I.  Al.  Peoples,  H.  Westerhous,  W.  Scherman. 
i 1884  llenrv  Heckm.an,  Casper  F.rnesthausen,  W.  Scherman. 

; — Henry  Heckman,  Ed.  H.  Dusing,  Plenry  Scherme\'er. 

; 1885 — Frank  Schwane,  Eil.  H.  Dusing,  Henry  Schermeyer. 
i 1880 — Harman  Heckman,  Frank  .Schwane,  \\'illiam  Bn)ck- 
sicker. 

; 1887-90— William  Brocksicker,  Frank  Schwane,  A'illiam 
Brocksicker. 

1890— Charles  Stabler,  Frank  Schwane,  Fred  Alenter. 

1891  Henrv  Moorm.in,  C.  Stabler,  Fred  ALmter. 

h'<92 -94  -Charles  Stabler,  Henry  Moorman,  Fred  Alenter. 

18',i5  Mt-nrv  .Aleck,  Henry  .Moorman,  Fred  Alenter. 

I89('i— Dan  Schaberg  and  William  Brocksicker  were  elecieil. 

Justices.- — The  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
qualified,  are  named  as  follows;  John  W.  W h;t- 
man  and  .Michael  Myers,  who  tiualifietiiu  Decent- 
) her,  1835;  Hiram  Pember  and  Michael  M_\ers. 
iSicS;  Tlu.imas  1).  Moseby.  1S39;  Hiram  Pember. 
iSqiiThomas  Eisenhaur.  1S42;  Thom.as  Thonq'- 
son.  1 8.J3 : H.  \\h  Bain,  1848;  .A.  E.  Galkins. 

' 1849-52:  Isaac  Clay,  1850-52;  Hiram  Pember. 
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(iid  not  qualify  in  1851;  James  W'au^h,  1852;  Hi- 
ram Pembcr,  1S55  to  1S63:  F.  N.  Pember,  185C 
-59;  Robert  Barber,  1858:  John  Keed,  18G1;  ^ 
I’hilip  Smith,  1863;  Isaac  Clay.  1864;  James 
Pember.  1865;  Henry  Rickett,  i 867;  J.  H.  Schioe-  l 
der,  i868‘to  1880;  John  Bernard,  1870;  H.  H. 
Shaberge,  1872;  Henry  Bruning,  1873;  Henry 
Menter,  1875-78;  Thomas  X.  Bierly,  iS8o;  J.H.  j 
Menter,  1881  to  1888:  H,  B.  Knoff,  1883,  1886  . 
(resigned  m 1888).  and  J.  H.  Schrceder,  18S7  to 
1896,  re-elected  1896. 

Clerks. — -The  clerk's  office  has  been  occupied 
bv  the  following  named  citizens  since  1839:  i 
Thomas  Thompson,  1839;  S.  Pi.  Bell,  1845:  H. 

A.  Karns,  1848;  S.  H.  Bell,  1S49;  J.  P.  Martin, 
1852;  H.  N.  Alexander,  1853:  G.  M.  Bell,  i860; 

B.  A.  Pember,  1S61;  George  McCreary,  1863; 
Robert  Barber,  1S64;  Henr\'  Van  Camp,  1865; 

J.  H.  Schroeder,  1866:  (records  wanting);  Henry 
Bruning,  1869;  \V.  Klostermyer,  1873;  K- 
Holdsworth,  1874;  C.  Gerding,  1876;  (records 

wanting);  H.  B.  Knott, ; P'red  Gerding,  1883; 

Fred  Eschedor,  1884;  John  K.  Powell,  1887; 
Fred  Eschedor,  1891;  J.  Ph  Sherman,  1892;  G. 
Gerding,  1893,  and  Gharles  Nieman.  appointed 
September  i,  1894,  elected  1896. 

Treasurers. — Among  the  early  treasurers  ’ 
were:  A.  E.  Calkins,  1840;  John  Cope,  1S43; 

I).  A.  Carpenter,  1S50;  John  Y.  Fish,  1851; 
James  Waugh,  1853;  John  Cope.  1854:  Hiram 
Pember,  1856,  and  Ira  B.  Banks,  1857-39.  The 
office  has  been  variously  filled  for  the  last  thirty- 
five  years,  H.  H.  Bruning  being  elected  to  same  j 
in  1896.  ! 

Assessor. — David  Henline  was  elected  asses- 
sor in  I 896. 

NEW  ROCHESTER. 

The  pioneer  village  of  P'reedom  was  surveved 
into  seventy-five  lots  m May,  1835,  by  Hiram  , 
Steel,  for  NIichael  Miller,  on  the  X.  W.  J of  Sec. 
29.  The  owmer  had  located  there  in  1834,  but 
Michael  N.  Myers,  his  senior  in  settlement,  built 
the  first  house,  as  related  in  the  history  of  the 
township.  It  was  a larger  cabin  than  was  usuallv 
found  in  the  wilderness,  and  this  fact,  taken  to- 
gether with  the  genial  character  of  Myers,  made 
it  at  once  the  mecca  of  immigrants.  Within  a 
decade,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  build  a larger 
concern  to  entertain  his  guests,  and  in  1844  | 
began  the  construction  of  the  two-storv  frame 
building,  known  to  this  day  as  “M\ers'  Hotel.” 
I'or  years,  John  Zepeinick  has  used  it  as  a dwell- 
ing and  store.  It  was  not  completed  until  i S48 
or  1849.  In  1835,  a log-cabin  was  erecteii  by  | 
Miller,  in  which  the  grocer)’  business  was  carried  ; 


on,  until  the  structure  was  moved  and  dedicated 
to  school  purposes.  During  the  first  year  of 
President  |acksoh’s  second  term,  Myers  was  ap- 
piointed  postmaster  at  Xew  Rochester,  a posi- 
tion he  held  for  about  thirty  years.  John  Bair 
was  then  the  mail-carrier,  on  the  route  from 
Perrysburg  to  Bucyrus,  as  he  w'as  until  1839.  In 
1842,  Plenry  Bain  opened  a tavern  at  this  point, 
and,  within  it,  kept  a small  stock  of  groceries, 
dry  goods  and  hardware.  About  the  same  time, 
Thomas  Bain  erected  a house,  opposite  that  of 
Henry,  which  was  rented  by  Elias  Whipple,  who 
established  himself  as  a tavern-keeper  and  mer- 
chant. Some  years  later,  MTippIe  purchased 
Henry- Bain’s  stock,  and,  for  a time,  was  the  sole 
merchant  of  the  locality.  Shafftstal  and  T. 
Alexander  occupied  the  house  until  it  was  torn 
down.  In  1S83,  R.  W.  Davidson  built  the  pres- 
ent store.  The  first  sawmill  was  built  by  John 
Cope,  one  and  one-half  miles  below  the  village, 
in  1S48  or  1849.  He  cut  a canal  across  the  little 
peninsula  at  that  point,  which  to-day  is  the  only 
evidence  of  the  mill-power  of  the  past. 

Old  Cemetery. — Below  the  village,  in  sight  of 
Davidson's  store,  on  the  high  bank  of  the  river  is 
the  grave  of  Silas  Myers,  who  died  September 
II,  1S35.  There  also  lie  Catherine  Myers, 
(whose  death  occurred  in  July,  1841',  Silas  M. 
M)ers  (who  died  in  May,  1851),  and  Frances  M. 
Clay  (who  died  in  |une,  1S48). 

First  Seliool. — The  first  school  house  in  that 
vicinity  stood  about  ten  rods  below  where  the  big 
hotel  was,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road.  It  was 
moved  from  near  where  the  hotel  stood;  was  a 
frame  building  sided  up  with  clap-boards,  and  or- 
iginally intended  for  a grocery.  The  first  teacher 
was  Sally  McMillen,  who  taught  the  first  term  in 
the  summer  of  1S41  or  '42.  When  she  was  ex- 
amined the  questions  in  arithmetic  propounded 
by  the  townsliip  examiner,  Myers,  were  ab  fol- 
lows: 7-f4  are  how  many.’  What  does  3x9  equal.’ 
Four  units  from  eleven  units  leave  how  many 
units.’  Jane  Gould  was  the  second  teacher. 

Early  Preaehers . — The  firbt  sermon  preached 
in  Xew  Rochester  neighborhood,  was  b\’  a Bap- 
tist minister  named  Babcock,  some  time  in  1838. 
The  services  were  held  at  the  house  of  Michael 
.M\ers.  .Among  other  ministers  there,  were  Re\' 
H.  Xorton,  of  Bowling  Green,  a Methodist,  who 
preached  several  sermons  in  Jeremiah  Knoll's 
house,  and  a revivalist  named  Hager,  who 
stirred  up  the  community  about  1848.  Tlie  first 
Sabbath-school,  organized  and  superintended  b>' 
Jeremiah  Knoll,  in  i>'44.  was  held  at  his  house. 

The  Post  Ojjiee. — The  office  was  held  b\' 
Michael  Myers  from  the  early  “ thirti^.'s  " untd 
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the  dose  of  the  Civil  war.  John  Zeppernick  * 
was  tlie  iiicumbent  in  1868,  when  John  Adams 
arrived.  Theodore  Alexander  followed,  and 
served  until  August,  1877,  when  Miss  Emma 
Adams  took  charge.  At  one  time,  R.  \V.  David-  ' 
son  was  commissioned  postmaster,  and  qualified;  | 
■but  resigned  in  favor  of  Miss  Adams.  i 

Churches. — On  July  23,  1858,  Michael  Myers  j 
sold  to  himself,  jereiniah  Thrall,  Grafton  Ber-  ; 
nard  and  George  Bower,  trustees  of  the  Method- 
ist PZpiscopal  and  Methodist  Protestant  Societies,  ' 
a half  acre  in  Sec.  39,  I'reedoin  township.  In  > 
that  year  they  erected  a house  of  worship,  for  ; 
joint  use.  Sometime  after,  the  United  Brethren  : 
purchased  a third  interest  in  the  building,  and  ^ 
furnishings,*  when  it  became  known  as  the  ; 
“Union  Church."  The  Methodist  Protestant 
organization  disbanded  years  ago,  so  that  in  1884  : 
the  Episcopal  Methodists  and  United  Brethren 
were  the  owners  of  the  property.  In  1893,  the 
United  Bretiiren  purchased  the  building,  the  | 
remnant  of  the  Methodist  organization  going  , 
into  the  Presbyterian  Societ}’.  | 

The  Presbyterian  Church  is  one  of  the  modern  ' 
organizations  of  this  old  village.  About  four  | 
years  ago  their  present  church  was  erected. 

Plvangelical  Lutheran,  St.  Paul's  Society,  was 
incorporated  August  4,  18S1,  and  elected  II.  ■ 

Beimdick,  I'rank  Schwane  and  H.  Schwarte,  ^ 
trustees.  This  society  erected  a church  house  in 
1S82,  and  a school  house  and  parsonage  in  1883. 
Mr.  Kornbaum  was  the  first  pastor,  and  served 
until  Rev.  Mr.  Hohls,  the  present  pastor,  came 
in  July,  1890.  The  first  members  included  the 
trustees  named,  with  Henry  Eschedor,  Matthias 
Frobose,  David  Flummel,  P".  Evers,  Henry  j 
Lachmiller,  Johann  Bellenkarnp  and  two  others. 
The  present  number  of  members  is  fifty-one. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

I 

Wood  side  was  surveyed  by  D.  D.  Ames,  in  ! 
April,  1883,  for  Seymour  W.  Owen.  In  this  ; 
vicinity,  immediately  after  the  war,  or  rather 
about  the  date  of  its  official  close,  in  1866,  the 
farmers  of  the  district  in  Wood,  Sandusky  and 
Ottawa,  organized  a Mutual  Benefit  Eire  Insur- 
ance Association,  which,  twenty  years  later,  car- 
ried risks  valued  at  $150,000.  In  1852  the  little  ; 
village  lost  the  pioneer  merchant,  who  moved  to  ' 
Pemberviile  and  opened  his  stock  of  goods  in  the 
more  promising  town 

In  1892  the  oilmen  recognized  in  the  vicinity 
a safe  place  for  the  investment  of  money,  and 
soon  Woodside  became  more  than  a more  slop- 
ping place  for  trains  or  a post-office  hamlet. 

The  Woodside  fire  of  M ay  19,  1 89  I , destroyed 


Henry  iVlexandcr’s  sawmill,  the  Reinburger  and 
Hamlin  dwellings,  and  the  Alexander  barn.  The 
explosion  at  the  Ohio  Oil  Go. 's  well,  on  the  Fuhr 
d:  Villwock  lease,  on  July  20,  1893.  resulted  in 
the  death  of  Lemuel  Lockhart,  and  Jacob  Turk; 
David  Arner,  Jacob  Perkins  and  David  Ramsey 
were  fearfully  burned,  while  the  engine  house, 
derrick  and  two  horses  were  reduced  to  cinders. 
On  Julv  29,  S.  G.  Redman,  a pumper  on  the 
Hoodlebrink  farm,  was  kilted,  while  within  the 
last  few  years  many  minor  accidents  have  been 
chronicled. 

The  Rees  Sefileiuent. — Among  the  early  settlers 
along  the  east  line  of  the  county  were  a number 
of  Welsh  immigrants,  who  sought  a home  far 
away  from  the  exactions  of  landlords  and  manu- 
facturers in  their  own  land.  They  found  suitable 
locations  here,  which  they  reclaimed  from  the 
wilderness,  and  left  as  a rich  heritage  to  their 
children.  Of  their  two  institutions — the  Harvest 
Home  and  the  Baptist  Church  - let  a brief  ac- 
count be  given. 

The  Harvest  Home  ori,ginated  here  in  18^7, 
in  Sunday-school  and  pioneer  meetings.  Foi 
years  the  annual  August  meeting  was  held  in 
Rees’  Grove,  Morris  Rees  being  the  most  active 
spirit  and  president  of  the  association  since  its 
formation.  The  meetings  were  well  attended 
for  a number  of  years. 

The  Madison  Baptist  Church  ma}'  be  said  to 
have  been  organized,  March  9,  1837,  when 

David  Camprbell,  Elias  Lloyd,  Da\  id  Rees,  John 
Peoples,  Evan  Rees,  Ann  Rees,  Elizabeth 
Peoples,  Sarah  Rees,  Hannah  People:^,  Eliza 
Ladd,  Susan  Chamblin  and  Hannah  Jones  signed 
articles  of  association.  Rev.  Da\id  Campbell 
was  chosen  moderator,  Elias  Elo_\d,  clerk,  and 
David  Rees,  deacon.  In  May,  following,  Thomas 
and  Margaret  Griffith,  Esther  Hayden,  Hannah 
Burns  and  Sarah  Ann  Ladd,  were  admitted,  while, 
on  May  30,  Elizabeth  Ladd  was  baptized,  and 
Evan  Rees  appointed  clerk.  In  June,  Morris 
Rees  and  Caroline  Peoples  were  received,  and  on 
October  7,  1857,  the  society  was  constituted  as 
a Regular  Baptist  Church,  with  delegates  from 
Amanda,  Findlay,  Jackson.  Liberty  and  West 
Millgrove  societies  composing  the  council.  There 
were  nineteen  members  then  known  as  the  I'ree- 
dom  and  Madison  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell preached  for  two  and  a half  years  when  Rev. 
B.  J.  Powell  came,  and  in  March,  i860,  received 
four  members  of  Thomas  Brown's  family,  and 
nominated  Mr.  Brown  as  deacon.  On  luiy.M. 
I 860.  tin..'  name  “ Mailison  " was  adopted.  Rev. 
James  C.  Karns  was  received  in  December. 
i860.  Messrs.  Barber  and  Price  filled  the  office 
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of  clerk  successively,  while  one  or  other  of  the 
Kees  brothers  has  attended  to  the  record  work  for 
many  years.  In  August,  i86S,  Rev.  Horace 
Hall  succeeded  Mr.  Karns,  and  continued  the 
practice  of  preaching  in  school  and  private 
houses,  until  November  lo,  1874,  when  the  first 
house  of  worship  was  finished,  being  in  the  N.  E. 

Sec.  24,  Freedom,  There  is  still  a working- 
membership  here.  Rev.  J.  B.  Schaff  was  pastor 
for  some  time  prior  to  his  death,  October  13, 
1895-  [Morris  Rees,  named  above,  furnished  the 
data  on  which  this  sketch  is  based.] 

Gas  and  Oil. — In  the  chapter  on  Gas  and  Oil 
a reference  is  made  to  the  Freedom  field.  The 
Fralick  well,  three  miles  south  of  Pemberville, 
drilled  in  about  the  middle  of  September,  18S9, 
drew  attention  to  this  extension  of  the  oil  field, 
while  the  Standard  gas  well,  on  the  Peters  farm, 
completed  July  4,  1890,  was  another  advertise- 
ment. In  that  year,  on  the  S.  W.  Owens  farm. 
Sec.  27,  a well  was  drilled-in,  which  was  left  idle 
for  many  months,  when  it  was  pumped  and  found 
to  be  a fifteen-barrel  producer.  Another  well,  on 
the  north'vest  corner  of  the  same  farm,  did  bet- 
ter, but  not  until  the  125-barrel  well  on  the  D. 
L.  Thomas  farm,  and  the  175-barrel  one  on  the 
Fowler  & Thompson  land  came  in,  was  there 
much  faith  placed  in  the  Freedom  oil  field.  In 
February,  1872,  the  developments  on  the  Stein, 
Karns,  Barnes,  Menter,  Hoodlebrink,  Diehl  and 
Alexander  farms  showed  that  the  faith  of  the  oil 
men  in  the  field  was  fortified.  In  March,  1892, 
accounts  of  the  wells  on  these  farms  were  pub- 
lished, the  Hobart,  Bowlus  & Co.’s  210-barrel 
well,  on  the  Hoodlebrink  farm,  receiving  special 
attention.  In  August,  1892,  the  Woodville,  or, 
rather,  Pemberville  field,  was  producing  8,000 
barrels  a day.  The  Pemberville  Oil  Co.'s  well, 
on  the  Henry  Helle  farm;  came  in  in  August, 
1892,  as  a great  gasser,  its  production  being  at 
first  estimated  to  be  5,000,000  feet  a day.  At  the 
close  of  1892  oil  was  produced  on  the  William 
Kimmel,  John  Kenner,  John  Fish,  Casper  Beeker, 
Daniel  Fish,  John  Seving,  Edward  Seving,  Fred 
Rahe  and  H.  Westerhouse  farms,  as  well  as  on 
those  formerly  named.  Three  pumping  stations 
were  in  operation  in  January,  1893,  and  the 
Paragon  Co.  was  building  a fourth  station.  Oil 
was  then  42. \ cents.  In  January,  1893,  it  was 
reported  that  Hobart,  Bowlus  d:  Co.  transferred 
their  leases  on  the  Hoodlebrink  lands  to  the 
Manhattan  Co.  for  $44,000.  Other  large  deals 
were  reported  at  that  time.  Then  came  a period 
of  depression,  which  was  not  relieved  until  tb.e 
busy  summer  of  1895  rtHeJ  the  land  again  with 
operators. 
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The  survey  of  the  original  town  was  com- 
pleted on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1S54,  by  S.  H. 
Bell  for  James  Pember.  Selecting  a part  of 
the  N.  E.  J of  Sec.  10,  as  the  most  eligible 
site,  he  divided  it  into  26  lots,  and  nanred 
the  place  after  the  owner  of  that  particular 
tract  of  land.  The  original  owners  were 
Asahel  Powers,  Philip  Kripler,  John  McOuill- 
ing  and  Samuel  McOuilling,  to  whom  it  may 
be  said  to  have  been  conveyed  by  the  P'nited 
States  and  State  in  1833.  Asahel  Powers  was 
; the  Caucasian  pioneer,  as  already  stated;  but  an 
: Indian. or  Half-breed  trader  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  developer  of  the  commercial  field.  Al- 
most six  jears  after.  Powers  erected  his  cabin, 

I below  the  present  Rossinger  House  " (in  1838,, 

. which  in  recent  years  was  occupied  by  C.  Lah- 
i man  down  to  his  removal  in  1894.  James  Pem- 
ber built  the  first  frame  house.  A sawmill  existed 
there  as  early  as  1836,  built  by  Calkins  and 
. Banks  for  themselves,  or  for  one  of  the  Pem- 
bers,  for,  in  that  year,  Alfred  Thurstin,  of  Bow- 
■ ling  Green,  hauled  boards  from  a mill  at  the 
; Forks,  to  be  used  in  flooring  the  north  school 
; house  in  his  settlement.  It  was  an  upright  mill 
and  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  south  branch 
of  the  Portage,  just  above  irs  junction  with  the 
north  branch.  This  mill,  after  the  death  of 
Banks,  was  bought  by  James  Pember.  The 
next  sawmill  was  built  by  John  Cope,  about  1838, 

' and  stood  above  where  the  “Rossinger  House" 

I is,  and  the  next  James  Pember  built  on  the  north 
side  of  the  south  branch  of  the  river,  opposite 
the  first.  A gristmill  was  built  b\’  Pember  at 
,l  the  junction  of  the  two  branches  in  1841,  and 
i soon  after  another  sawmill  was  erected. 

: In  1850,  Charles  Stabler  established  a gen- 

' eral  store  near  the  mills,  but  moved  his  goods  to 
Woodville,  in  1S51.  Returning  in  June,  1852, 
he  continued  in  business  here  until  18S1.  Ira 
Banks,  who  was  the  second  merchant,  continued 
in  business  until  his  removal  to  Weston.  “The 
Forks,"  within  a few  years  after  the  first  settleis 
appeared  there,  became  the  center  of  trade,  bear- 
ing almost  the  same  relation  to  the  eastein  town- 
ships that  Perrysburg  diil  to  the  western  town- 
ships. The  development  was  slow,  but  sure, 

, until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  when  the  village 
; entered  on  a new  era  of  progress. 

I The  business  circle,  in  1877.  embraced 
' Froney  d:  Brunning,  Schroeder  A:  Blasey.  and 
Frederick  Rossinger.  dealers  in  dry  goods  and 
groceries:  Cable  A Hagameyer  and  Hobait. 

1 Bowlus  A'  Co.  (established  in  1872),  dealers  in 
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agricultural  implements;  Leroy  Moore,  operator 
of  the  flouring-mill ; one  wagon  and  blacksmith 
shop,  one  furniture  stoie,  one  boot  and  shoe 
store,  two  saloons,  one  bakery  and  one  harness 
shop.  The  population  at  that  time  was  esti- 
mated at  500,  or  thereabouts;  1 Q, 000  bushels  of 
wheat  were  shipped  during  the  winter  ending 
April  9,  1877;  a village  council  guarded  the 

municipal  interests  and  a newspaper  was  printed 
and  issued  there.  That  was  fully  a decade  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  knew  anything  of  petroleum, 
oilmen,  derricks,  “go-devils,"  and  all  the  famil- 
iar names  of  the  present  day.  It  was  a hamlet 
carved  out  of  the  wilderness,  inhabited  by  a 
thirfty  people,  depending  for  trade  on  the  rich 
country  around  it,  content  with  itself  and  at 
peace  with  its  neighboring  villages,  not  excepting 
the  precocious  Bowling  Green  of  that  period. 
The  Toledo  & Hocking  \'alley  railroad,  com- 
pleted in  1875,  aided  the  town  materially;  for,  in 
1871,  when  the  report  of  building  such  a road 
gained  credence,  a few  enterprising  residents 
and  a few  more  outside  men  invested  moneys 
here,  which  investments  the  period  of  depression, 
beginning  in  1873,  would  have  rendered  useless, 
had  not  the  railroad  building  revived  trade  in 
1875.  In  1881,  the  second  railroad  was  com- 
pleted, giving  additional  facilities  for  trade;  in 
1887,  the  oil-held  was  opened,  and  a new  era  in- 
troduced which  robbed  the  village  of  its  quiet- 
ness, and  transformed  it  into  a bustling  hive  of 
trade  and  manufactures.  In  1882,  there  were 
150  cars  of  staves,  or  3,000,000  staves,  shipped 
from  the  old  Dewey  works.  In  18S3,  the  ship- 
ment was  duplicated. 

Manufacturing^  Industries. — The  Dewey 
stave  factory  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  hrst 
great  wood-working  industry  at  Pemberville.  In 
September,  1883,  hre  swept  away  machinery, 
stock  and  buildings,  but  a new  home  for  the  in- 
dustry was  constructed.  Another  hre,  another 
rebuilding,  next  a hre,  and  then  the  end.  To-day 
the  pail-stave  factory  of  G.  F.  Often  is  the  sole 
reminder  of  the  once  big  industry;  while  the  saw- 
mill operated  by  H.  Bankey  is  the  modern  form 
of  the  old  mills  of  1835  1837.  Such  con- 

cerns as  the  old  sawmills.  Merman's  shingle-mill 
and  the  gristmill  preceded  it.  The  Pemberville 
gristmill,  established  in  1874,  was  purchased  by 
a stock  company  in  1887;  in  January,  1891, 
was  purchased  by  Bierly,  Schroeder,  Herman 
Cowden,  but  nothing  was'  done  with,  it.  The 
Bushman  tlouring-mill  was  constructed  in  i8()o, 
and  the  machinery  installed  the  same  year.  The 
Pemberville  Box  Co.  bcgati  business  in  .\ugust, 
1890.  In  1885  or  [886  the  Bushman  tile  factory 


1 was  established,  to  succeed  Sabin  (N:  Co.'s  tile 
I and  brick  works,  which  were  opened  in  1883  and 
I closed  a \’ear  or  so  later.  Stiffen  & Menter,  who 
i were  in  the  furniture  business  for  many  years, 
established  a planing-rnill  here  a few  years  ago, 

! while  a few  smaller  industries  were  introduced. 

: The  Pemberville  Creamery  Co.  was  organized  in 
■ |uly,  1S92,  with  J.  H.  Menter,  president;  Ira 
I W'itte,  secretary;  E.  H.  Smith,  treasurer;  Fred. 

' Kohring,  John  Rex,  Charles  Muir,  Harman 
Smearsole  and  J.  H.  Menter,  directors;  and  S.  V. 
Sheffner,  superintendent. 

Banks. — The  Pemberville  Banking  Co.  was 
^ incorporated  in  July,  1890,  with  a capital  stock 
; of  $50; 000.  A.  J.  Munn  was  chosen  president: 

! C.  L.  Haskin,  vice-president;  J.  V.  Beverstock, 
cashier;  and  they,  with  E.  W.  Merry  and  F.  A. 
Baldwin,  were  directors.  On  June  16,  1893, 
after  many  changes  had  been  made  in  the  di- 
rectory, the  bank  assigned  to  J . H.  Menter,  who 
paid  74, *0  per  ccntnin  of  its  total  liabilities. 

The  Strong  & Spitzer  bank  was  established 
! in  1894. 

Railroad  S/iipnicnts . — The  railroad  advan- 
' tages  of  Pemberville  were  not  fully  realized  by 
the  farmers  living  in  the  neighborhood,  until 
' 1882,  when  M.  O.  Ladd  and  another  dealer 
; shipped  100  car-loads  of  hogs  to  the  Eastern 
markets,  for  which  $ i 50,000  was  received.  From 
June,  1882,  to  June,  1883,  A.  Froney  shipped 
fifty-one  cars  of  wheat,  containing  25,714  bush- 
' els,  worth  so  many  dollars.  No  less  than  1,500 
j bushels  of  clover  seed,  and  immense  cargoes  of 
other  farm  products  were  shipped  by  the  farmers 
and  merchants  of  this  locality  in  1883,  The  last 
twelve  years  witnessed  extraordinary  activity  in 
j -shipments.  The  records  kejit  by  A.  Hebling,  J. 
K.  Powell  and  F,  H.  Schroeder,  of  the  C.  hi. 

& T.  railroad,  as  well  as  those  of  the  T.  N:  O.  C. 
Railroad  Company,  stand  in  testimony  to  Pem- 
, berville’s  trade. 

/'ires. — The  Pemberville  fire  of  July  2,  18S4, 
originated  in  Bahrenburg's  place,  and  extended 
east  and  west  until  it  destro_\’ed  all  the  buildings 
fronting  on  Main  street,  from  Mrs.  Sprague's  mil- 
I linery  store  to  Grote's  saloon . Soon  alter,  the 
rebuilding  of  the  tovvn  was  entered  upon.  The 
next  large  fire  removed  the  old  frame  block, 
where  the  Loomis,  Hams  and  Pember  brick  block 
now  stands.  I'he  hre  of  May  6,  iSoi,  destr»''ved 
I Haskins  N Co.'s  stock,  and  damaged  the  building. 

! Tkc  l\>st  Office. — Strange  as  it  may  seem, 
Woodville  was  the  post  uftice  to  which  tlie  peo- 
[)!e  of  Pemberville  havl  to  go  for  mail,  Fisuu 
the  “fifties'’  until  Hiram  I'ember  was  appointed 
postmaster,  1867,  the  letters  and  papers  would 
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l;e  taken  to  Pemberville  from  \\"oodville,  and  left 
at  Stahler’s  or  Bank's  store  for  distribution.  A. 
Froney  succeeded  Hiram  Pember  in  charge  of 
the  office.  L.  C.  Sprague  was  the  ne.\t  incum-  i 
bent,  John  H.  Schroeder  was  appointed  in  1885, 
and  served  until  John  Muir  was  appointed  in 
August,  18S9;  C.  R.  Gerding  was  appointed  July 

I.  1893- 

Taverns  and  Hotels. — There  were  taverns 
here  in  early  years,  but  the  first  hotel  was  kept 
bv  Charles  Stabler.  Dennis  Pember  and  Joshua 
lienninger  were  bonitaces  later;  then  came  the 
‘ • Rossinger  House. " and  still  later  the  • ‘ Central, " 
built  by  A.  Froney,  and  variously  managed. 

Organization  and  Offteials. — The  petition  for 
the  incorporation  of  Pemberville  was  presented  i 
March  18,  1876,  and  on  June  i an  equally  strong 
remonstrance  was  submitted  to  the  commission-  i 
ers.  On  June  8,  1S76,  the  village  was  ordered  ! 
to  be  organized.  The  first  officers  elected  were  I 
George  M.  Bell,  mayor;  O.  E.  Hyde,  clerk;  J.  H.  ' 
Schroeder,  A.  F'roney,  Charles  Stabler,  Sr.,  J. 
Hathaway,  Charles  Gerding  and  Silas  Ralston, 
councilmcn;  and  Silas  Ralston,  marshal.  The 
last  named  held  the  office  of  marshal  only,  and 
Dr.  \V.  D.  Stewart  was  appointed  councilman. 
The  mayors  of  the  village  since  that  time  are  named 
as  follows;  1S76,  George  M.  Bell  : killed  by  a 
falling  building  at  Tacoma,  MMsh.,  May  13, 
i889j;  1S77,  J.  H.  Schroeder,  resigned  in  Sep- 
tember, and  Thomas  X.  Bierly  appointed,  elected 
1878;  Theodore  Ale.xander,  elected  in  October, 
1881;  J.  A.  Smith,  appointed  September  6,  1882; 
T.  X.  Bierly,  1883;  H.  F.  Bowlus,  1S85;  H.  L. 
Davis,  1887;  C.  R-  Gerding,  iS89;J.  K.  Powell, 
1891;  John  S.  Hoyman,  1S93,  resigned  October 
9,  1S93,  ^nd  J.  H.  Schroeder  appointed;  A.  Keil, 
1894;  J.  L.  Williams,  elected  1895;  John  E. 
Hoyman,  elecced  1896. 

The  office  of  clerk  has  been  filled  by  the  fol- 
lowing named  citizens;  O.  E.  Hyde  (died  Xo- 
vember,  1S76);  H.  B.  Rnoff,  appointed  Xovem- 
ber  6,  1876;  J.  (X  Cable.  1881;  Geo.  H.  Withey, 
1SS3;  Davis,  i8S5;A.  Keil,  1887;  Jesse 

Stephens,  1889;  C.  H.  Hammond,  1891;  J.  M. 
Isbell,  1895,  resigned  and  G,  H.  Speck  was  ap- 
pointed, but  he  also  resigned,  and  C.  H.  Ham- 
mond was  appointed;  E.  .A.  Saxby,  elected  1 S96. 

The  office  of  treasurer  has  been  occupied  by; 
A.  Froney,  1877;  John  Baker,  1879;  John  Loli- 
nieyer,  1 88 1 ; C.  L.  Haskins,  1883;  J.  C.  Scott, 
1887;  I'-  Steffen,  1889;  Hobart,  1891; 

J.  F.  Bruning.  189; -96.  The  office  of  corpora- 
tion solicitor  was  established  in  1892,  when  '1'.  X. 
Bierly  was  elected.  E.  B.  Morse  was  elected 
marslial  in  1 89G. 


The  councilmen  named  in  the  record  of  fist 
election  served  until  April  9,  1877.  The  mem- 
bers elected  since  that  time  are  as  follows; 

1??77  - Charii.'.?  Stahler,  Thonia.^^  Mackiyv,  H.  H.  Mcnter.  H. 

F.  Steffens,  C.  II.  Schernian,  E.  .Myers. 

1878”  Henry  Hoodlobrink,  J.  H.  Schroeder,  Fred.  Smith,  T. 
Mackey.  I'..  M\ers,  C.  Stabler. 

18711 — J.  Hoiles,  C.  flruning',  C.  L.  Haskins,  with  Hoodie- 
brink,  Schroeiler  and  Smith. 

1880-— Thomas  Mackey,  Henry  Hoodlela  ink,  J.  H.  .''chroei.ler, 
with  Haskins,  llruninc;  and  Hoiles. 

188T --Harmon  lllase-y,  Fred.  Gerding,  C.  H.  Sch.ernian.  Inhn 
Hathaway,  lohn  Sterile,  H.  Hoodlebrink,  and,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1881,  Henry  I'owlus 

1882 --C.  L.  Haskins,  T.  J.  Lake,  E.  \V.  Pember,  with  Pow- 
lus,  Gerding  and  Schernian. 

1888 — C.  H.  Schernian,  Edward  Hartman.  Julni  llushinan, 
with  T.  J.  Lake,  H.  Hoodlebi’ink  ami  E.  W.  Punber. 

1884 —  FL'  Hoodlebrink,  E.  Gerding,  ].  C.  Scott,  witli  .Seller- 
man.  Pushman  and  Hartman. 

1885 —  J.  H.  Schroeder,  F.  W.  Stelfen,  E.  W.  Pembirr.  with 
J.  C.  Scott.  H.  Hoodlebrink  and  F.  Gerding. 

1888 — John  K.  Powell,  H.  Steinnieyer,  Edward  Hartman, 
with.  Steffen,  Schroeder  and  I . M.  Poyer. 

1887 —  F.  W.  Steffen.  H.  H.  Pruning,  Jolin  Pushman.  H. 
Steinnieyer,  J.  K.  Powell  and  E.  Hartman. 

1888 —  ].  K.  Powell,  Ed.  Hartman,  Henry  Steinnieyer,  with 
Steffen,  Pruning  and  Pushman. 

18811 — Hiram  Isliell,  Henry  C.  Beinke,  Charles  .Sebersoid, 
with  H.  H.  Pruning,  H.  Steinnieyer,  E.  Hartman. 
1890--H.  C.  Peinke,  R.  J.  Simon,  J.  H.  Pahrenburg,  with 
.Aebersold,  Pruning  and  Pember. 

1891  --J.  C.  Seiler,  H.  Id.  Pruning.  J.  H.  .^cl^roell.?r,  with 
Peinke,  Simon  and  P.ahrenburg;  R.Plack,  .ijionmted. 

1892 —  ).  H.  Pahrenburg,  R.  J.  Simon,  H.  \\  . HoodlebrinK. 
j.  H.  Shermeyer,  J.  H.  Schroeder,  H.  H.  Pruning. 

1893 —  J.  F.  Brandeherry,  J.  F.  Pruning,  A.  J.  Sle-ntz,  R.  [. 
Simon,  H.  W.  Hoodlebrink,  J.  H.  Ptthrer.burg. 

1894  E.  H.  .Mason.  .Aaron  \'aneften,  j.  C.  Pruning,  J.  F. 

Brandeherry,  A.  J.  Shontz,  j.  F.  Prunitig. 

1895— Henry  Hickman,  Hir.im  Isbeil,  H.  C.  Schwtme.  .A. 

\'anetten,  LL  H.  M.ison,  J.  C.  Pnining. 

189t) — C.  H. ■Hammond,  G.  I',  (itteii,  11.  Hickman,  H.  Isbell, 
H.  C.  Schwane  and  F.  H.  Scliroeder  were  electe'i. 

In  1896,  E.  H.  Smith,  D.  B.  Brown.  J.  S. 
Hoyman,  H.  Hickman,  H.  H.  Bruning  and  J. 
Hagemeyer  were  elected  members  of  the  Pem.ber- 
ville  school  board. 

. Transaetions  of  the  Connell. — In  December. 
1876,  the  contract  for  building  the  jail  was 
awarded  to  L.  H.  Forrest,  on  his  bid  of  f2i7. 
and  a part  of  In-lot  Xo.  i i was  leased  as  a 
building  lot.  In  1877,  the  "Stock  Restraining 
Ordinance  ” v.’as  published  in  the  Independent. 
and  in  May  of  that  year  a bill  of  -fig. 70  was 
paid  Evers  X Rndulph  for  publishing  a notice  of 
the  organization  of  the  village  in  th.e  Sentinel. 

In  January,  1S90,  the  proposition  to  build  a 
to'vn  hall  was  adopted  by  th.c  council,  but  the 
vote  in  .April  following  was  not  considered,  favor- 
able to  the  project.  In  .April,  1891,  there  were 
I 120  votes  cast  for  the  proposition,  and  thirt\  -tour 
eontra.  The  council  lost  no  time  in  carrying  out 
the  wish  of  the  people.  Under  the  Ordinance  iM 
July  13.  iSoi.  ten  $500  six-per-cent,  bomis 'vero 
authorized,  the  proceeds  to  be  invested  in  the 
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purchase  of  ground  and  the  construction  of  a | 
town  hall,  and,  on  the  same  day,  the  coiitract 
for  building  was  awarded  to  Alex.  Dawson,  on 
his  bid  of  $6,083.75.  The  building,  as  is  usual,  j 
cost  something  more  than  the  mere  contract 
price;  but  the  council  was  pleased  to  take  posses- 
sion of  it  on  July  5,  1892. 

In  October,  1890,  the  council  authorized  the 
construction  of  the  Maple  street  sewer,  an  im- 
provement long  considered  a necessity. 

In  February,  1893,  the  privilege  of  piping  the 
village  for  gas  was  given  to  I.  R.  Patterson,  who  ; 
agreed  to  the  following  schedule  of  prices:  A I 

3-32  mixer,  $3,35;  a 4-32  mixer,  $4.50;  and  a j 
5-32  mixer,  $7,00  a month.  The  franchise  was  j 
granted  for  six  years,  and  as  much  longer  as  “ he  i 
would  comply  with  this  or  any  other  ordinance  on  | 
the  same  subject.”  In  April  mains  were  placed  | 
from  the  Helle  farm  well,  and  on  April  8 a battery  I 
of  ten  stand-pipes  was  lighted.  The  gas  supply 
ceased  within  a month  or  so,  since  \vhich  time  oil 
has  been  used  for  street  lamps. 

In  March,  1893,  R.  \V.  Brown  and  G.  B. 
Kerper  asked  certain  rights  for  “ The  Lake  Erie 
and  Northwestern  Ohio  Electric  Street  Railroad 
Company,”  but  the  panic  of  that  year  drove  the  ; 
company  away  and  the  negotiations  fell  through,  i 

In  July,  1884,  the  report  of  Councilmen  ; 
Scott,  Hoodlebrink  and  Hartman,  appointed  pre- 
viously to  report  on  the  price  of  fire  department  i 
apparatus,  was  received;  a petition  from  the  vil- 
lagers asking  for  means  of  protection  against  fire 
was  received,  and  a resolution  to  purchase  a fire 
engine  adopted.  On  November  17  a fire  engine, 
sent  on  trial,  was  accepted,  and  three  orders — 
one  for  $450,  and  two  for  $425,  each,  payable  ! 
within  three  years,  were  issued  to  the  manu- 
facturers. At  the  same  time  John  C.  Scott  was 
appointed  fire  commissioner.  A volunteer  fire  j 
company  was  organized  the  same  year.  In  April,  ' 
1888,  the  equipment  of  the  fire  departnrent  was 
turned  over  to  that  company,  and  the  members 
made  employes  of  the  village  under  certain  con- 
ditions. 

In  1894  and  1895  the  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  stone  sidewalks  on  Front  street  was 
a serious  one  for  the  frontage  owners.  The 
majority  favored  the  improvement,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1895  large  Berea  Hags  took  the  place  of 
the  unsightly  wooden  walks. 

Board  of  Health.  — In  b'chruary,  1878,  John  i 
Lohmever,  A.  Bressler  and  Henrv  Bruning  were 
appointed  additional  members  of  the  board  of 
health,  and  in  March  the  board  organizetl  with 
Dr.  Stewart  and  Joshua  Hoiles,  members  for  three  ■ 
years,  John  Lohmever  and  Henry  Bruning  for  two  i 


years,  and  E.  Mk  Pember  and  A.  Bressler  for 
one  year. 

Cemetery. — On  March  4,  '878.  the  council 
and  township  trustees  in  joint  session  agreed  tp 
take  charge  of  the  village  cemetery.  On  April 
13,  a committee  of  four  was  appointed  by  the 
mayor  to  purchase  additional  ground  for  cemetery 
purposes,  and,  on  May  6,  the  purchase  of  five 
acres  in  Sec.  16,  at  $135  an  acre,  from  Win. 
Hagemeyer,  for  which  7 per  cent,  bonds  were 
issued  to  the  grantor.  In  June,  Henry  Hoodie- 
brink,  F.  Smith  and  Thomas  Mackey  were  ap- 
pointed a committee  on  cemetery  affairs.  In 
April,  1879.  II . Hoodlebrink  was  elected  a trus- 
tee of  the  cemetery,  and  in  1880  H.  H.  Menter 
and  John  Lohrneyer  were  elected,  while  Eisen- 
haur,  WTsterhaus  and  Baker  represented  the 
township  as  cemetery  trustees,  with  J.  H.  Schroe- 
der  and  H.  Bruning  members  of  the  village  di- 
vision of  the  board.  In  April,  1895,  Isaac  Fair 
was  elected  trustee. 

Sehools.  — The  first  school  building  was 
“raised  at  the  Forks,”  in  1835,  by  the  residents, 
on  land  donated  by  .Vibert  Keyes,  twenty  rods 
east  of  the  C.  & T.  railroad  crossing  of  the  Port- 
age. Almira  Webster  taught  the  first  class  there 
in  the  summer  of  that  year,  the  “ directors  ” pay- 
ing h6r  one  dollar  a week  and  giving  her  a permit 
to  “board  round.”  Among  her  students  were 
Hiram,  Almira  and  Lucina  Powers,  Orissa,  Emily 
and  David  Calkins,  Orlando  and  Lyman  Web- 
ster, Asa  and  Albert  P'uller,  Betsy  Pember  and  a 
bov  named  Eyster.  When  J.  H.  Schroeder  ar- 
rived in  the.  “fifties,”  Peter  Bell  taught  school 
on  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Sec.  !0.  He  was  then 
an  old  teacher.  Dr.  Palmer  taught  here  tor 
many  terms  in  the  second  house  built  across  the 
road,  which  was  moved  to  the  present  school 
house  lot  in  i875-  A special  school  district  was 
organized  in  1876,  and  in  April,  1877,  J- 
Schroeder,  A.  G.  Thornton,  George  Buttorf, 
Henry  Menter  and  R.  J.  Simon  were  elected 
directors.  The  principals  were  B.  R.  Hubbard, 
H.  B.  Knoff,  I.  N.  Van  Tassel  and  W.  R.  Barton, 
prior  to  1881,  when  George  H.  Withey  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent,  with  Ida  Williams  and 
Alice  Burne}',  teachers  in  the  lower  grades. 
John  S.  Hoyman  succeeded  Withey,  and  held  the 
position  for  five  tears,  or  until  June,  1891.  D. 
R.  Jones,  his  successor,  also  became  a lawyer 
when  R.  F.  Beausay,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  March,  1895,  appointed  superintend- 
ent. S.  S.  Simpson  is  now  the  superintendent. 
The  .present  .$  1 2,000  school  house  svas  erected 
in  1880-81  to  supercede  the  old  two-story 
frame  structure  of  the  old  district.  In  April. 
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1S95,  1-  S.  Hoyman  and  D.  B.  i’rown,  both 
Democrats,  received  261  votes,  against  eighty- 
eight  cast  for  Mrs.  Bowlus  and  Mrs.  Haskins,  the 
Kepublican  candidates  for  the  school  board. 

The  German  Lutheran  school,  supported  by 
nieinbers  of  that  society,  had  112  pupils  enrolled 
in  18S4,  but  were  willing  to  pay  the  double 
school  tax  rather  than  send  their  children  to  the 
common  school. 

Clinrchcs. — The  first  Methodist  sermon  was 
delivered  at  A.  H.  Powers’  house  in  1834,  and 
there,  the  same  year,  Rev.  J.  Wells,  of  Fremont, 
organi;^ed  a Methodist  class  of  forty-five  mem- 
bers. For  many  years,  this  denomination  had 
scarcely  a representation  here.  In  18S1  a class 
was  re-organized  by  Rev.  J.  Stewart.  In  1SS8 
a church  building  was  erected,  which  was  dedi- 
cated October  7,  1888,  by  Elder  Rutledge.  In 
1887  George  A.  Criger  was  pastor;  in  1888,  Rev. 

E.  I).  Mhnfield;  ip  1890,  G.  M.  Hunter;  in  1S92, 
L.  C.  McBride,  and  B.  L.  Rowand,  1893.  The 
permanent  organization  of  the  society  took 
place  March  19,  1S93.  when  Thomas  N.  Bierly. 
S.  V.  Sheffner,  J.  I'.  Bruning,  A.  Bressler  and 
Henry  Basor  were  chosen  trustees;  J.  L.  Wilkins, 
J.  C.  Stewart,  J.  I'.  Bruning,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Speck  and  Mrs.  Lee  Williams,  stewards,  and  R. 

F.  Beausay,  superintendent. 

The  Seventh  Day  Adventists  organized  a class 
of  a few  members,  and  in  December,  1891,  held 
baptismal  services. 

There  was  a time  in  the  history  of  Freedom 
township  in  the  early  "forties”  when  the  excite- 
ment over  Spiritualism  ran  very  high,  many 
strange  and  interesting  stories  of  their  meetings 
as  they  were  held  night  after  night  in  that  vicin- 
ity, might  be  related.  One  of  the  principal  me- 
diums was  a bright  young  school  teacher,  a lady 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  who  is  still 
living,  but  not  in  this  State.  She  was  also  a 
somnambulist,  and  it  is  stated  that  at  one  time 
she  boarded  with  a family  living  on  the  bank  of 
the  Portage  while  teaching,  and  on  several  occa- 
sions was  found  wandering  about  in  a comatose 
state.  She  consulted  the  most  noted  mediums 
and  read  all  their  leading  books.  She  wrote  her 
own  biography  and  a large  number  of  poems. 
1 he  latter  she  would  write  in  the  night.  After 
waking  from  a short  sleep  she  would  call  for  a 
likht,  and  \\rite  sitting  in  bed.  Like  other  relig- 
ious organizations  of  the  township,  the  Spiritual- 
ist had  many  followers  for  a season,  again  only 
few,  and  again  a large  class. 

There  was  no  reguhir  church  building  erected 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Forks  until  1862.  when  the 
perrnan  Lutheran  denomination  built  a frame 


house  which  they  now  use.  The  Bethlehem 
Lutheran  Society  is  the  oldest  local  organization, 
dating  back  to  1861.  An  addition  was  made  to 
the  building  in  recent  years,  and,  since  Rev.  C. 
J.  L.  Benzine  became  pastor,  ihirteen  yeais  ago, 
the  membership  has  increased  to  400.  The 
brick  school  house,  to  accommodate  100  pupils, 
and  the  brick  parsonage,  built  in  1894  at  a cost 
of  $4,000,  have  been  erected.  , In  18S0,  the  old 
church  building  was  enlarged  at  a cost  of  $1,800. 
There  are  now  about  200  members.  The  pipe 
organ  cost  $1,100  in  1881  or  1882.  Prior  to 
1861,  the  Pemberville  Lutherans  formed  a part 
of  the  Switzer  Church  in  Troy  township. 

The'German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Freedom  township  was  incorporated  December 
20,  1861,  with  William  Heckman,  Henr}’ Schroe- 
der,  Henry  Hagemeyer,  trustees,  and  Caspar  H. 
Scherrnan,  clerk.  Rev.  George  Cronewett  was 
their  pastor. 

The  United  Brethren  Society  of  Pemberville 
signed  articles  of  association  December  10,  1877. 
and  elected  J.  Conser,  Geo.  M.  Bell,  Albert 
P'roney,  M.  Hobart  and  H.  Long,  trustees.  They 
built  a house  of  worship,  which  ultimately  was 
purchased  by  the  Presbyterians  for  $1,500. 

A Presbyterian  Society  was  organized  in  18G3; 
but  there  was  nothing  accomplished  by  the  m.em- 
bers  toward  employing  a preacher  or  building  a 
house  of  worship.  On  April  21,  1S78,  Rev.  P. 
C.  Baldwin  succeeded  in  re-establishing  a Pres- 
byterian organization  and  in  acquiring  a church 
house.  In  1S82  a parsonage  was  erected.  The 
first  members  were  Marcene  Hobart,  Lewis  For- 
rest, Dr.  R.  J.  Simons,  Henry  Bruning  and  their 
wives,  with  Mrs.  Scott,  while  Dr.  Simons  was  the 
first  ruling  elder.  Rev.  James  Quick,  pastor  from 
1882  to  December  i,  1884,  died  in  1889;  Rev. 
John  R.  Tercy,  1889;  G.  C.  Gerlach,  in  1S90; 
Rev.  J.  A.  Bartlett  in  1893-95,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Celina,  Ohio.  In  February,  1S94,  A. 
J.  Shontz  was  elected  secretary,  H.  H.  Bruning. 
treasurer,  and  J.  H.  Bahrenburg,  trustee.  The 
first  trustees  were  Messrs.  Hobart,  Forrest. 
Bruning.  named  above,  with  J.  Conser,  George 
Bell.  John  Wight  and  .\lbtrt  P'rone3\  and  the 
first  clerk  was  W.  D.  Stewart.  In  September 
and  October,  1881,  a number  of  members  were 
received.  In  1883  P'.  M.  Pmver,  II . P'.  Bowlus. 

G.  Hebling  and  Dr.  Simon  were  eiders.  In 
March,  1S82.  Rew  J.  Quick  was  nppointed  clerk, 
andhe  signedtherecords  until  December.  1884.  H. 
P'.  Bowlus  was  appointed  clerk  in  P'ebruary.  1885. 
and  continued  as  such  until  P'ebruary,  i88<;. 
when  Rev.  G.  C.  Gerlach  became  moderator  and 
clerk;  but  in  P'ebruary.  1893,  Mr.  Bowlus  re- 
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sinned  charge  of  the  records  of  session,  a position 
be  still  holds.  Tliere  were  196  members  received 
since  organization,  but  the  greater  number  liai'e 
been  dismissed  to  New  Rochester  and  other 
churches. 

The  English  Lutheran  Society  was  organized 
in  July,  1895,  by  Rev.  Engers,  of  Toledo,  under 
tlie  title — “ Martin  Luther  Society . ” Daniel  Rife 
presided  at  the  meeting,  with  H.  W.  Schroeder, 
secretary.  There  were  twenty  members  reported 
•in  October,  1895,  who  worship  in  the  town  hall. 

Secri'i  Sucii'/ii's.  — Peinberville  Lodge,  No. 
516,  L.  &.  A.  M , was  organized  May  2,  1877, 
and  chartered  October  17,  of  that  year.  It  is 
said  that  Henry  Bruning.  1).  Brown,  R.  L. 
Van  Camp,  J.  P.  Evans,  M.  Hobart,  \\b  D. 
Stewart,  John  Edmond  and  A.  Rees  were  the  first 
officers  in  lodge  rank,  while  on  another  authority, 
Gustavus  Hebling  is  named  as  first  master.  Tak- 
ing the  official  list  of  presiding  officers,  G.  He- 
bling served  until  1879,  when  Morris  Rees  was 
installed;  G.  Hebling,  again,  from  December  27, 
1879,  to  December  28,  rSS2;  then  J.  O.  Cable 
to  1884;  Henry  Bruning  to  1885;  D.  B.  Brown 
to  January,  1889;  E.  W.  Pember  to  December 
28,  1889;  D.  B.  Brown  to  December,  1891; 
Thomas  N.  Bierly  to  January  13,  1894;  J.  E. 
Ladd  to  Januar\'  12,  i895;and  M.  Hobart,  1895. 
In  December,  1895,  D.  B.  Brown  was  elected. 
The  secretaries  in  order  of  service  are  M.  Ho- 
bart, 1877-78  and  18S0;  Henry  Bruning,  1879; 
Charles  Gerding,  1881  and  1882:  G.  Hebling, 
1883  and  1885;  J.  P.  Evans,  1884;  T.  J.  Lake, 
1886  and  1895:  J.  P.  Muir,  1887:  R.  E.  Muir, 
1888,  1890  and  1891;  H.  L.  Davis,  1889;  John 

S.  Hoyman,  1892  and  1893;  L.  A.  Challen, 
1894;  and  J.  L.  Jackson,  1896.  The  number  of 
rhembers  in  June,  1895,  was  sixty-five. 

Freedom  Lodge,  No.  723,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
instituted  January  29,  1883,  under  a charter 

granted  in  May,  18S2,  to  the  following  members: 

T.  J.  Lake,  E.  Srneed,  D.  B.  Brown,  R.  J.  Si- 

mon, I'red  Gerding,  J.  T.  Anderson,  J.  E.  Fish, 
J.  C.  Bruning,  S.  B.  Agnew,  George  Hiser, 
Tobias  Henline,  M.  ,S.  Frazier,  William  Agnew, 
John  Craft  and  O.  Peters.  The  past  grands  are 
named  as  follows:  T.  J.  Lake,  E.  Srneed,  D.  B. 
Brown,  R.  J.  Simon,  J.  E.  Fish,  dropped;  J. 
T.  Anderson,  M.  S.  I'razier,  A.  Peters,  J.  C 
Scott,  H.  B.  Knoff,  withdrawn;  A.  Keil,  C.  H. 
Hammond,  E.  E.  f.akc,  W.  f.  Young,  H.  H. 
Bruning  and  Byron  Shaw;  Hiram  Isbell  and  G.  E. 
Bushnell,  elected  in  Jnne,  1895,  In  D('cember, 
^'^95'  J:unes  Rogers  was  elected  noble  grand. 
The  secretaries  from  1883  to  the  present  time 
are  named  in  the  order  of  service:  T.  J.  Lake, 


I 1883;  E.  Srneed,  1884;  J.  C.  Scott  and  R.  J. 
j Simon,  1885;  J.  T.  Anderson,  iS86;R.  G.  Simon 
; and  A.  L.  Muir,  1887;  H.  B.  Knoff  and  H.  L. 

! Davis,  iSSS;  I'.  )d.  Lewis  and  M.  S.  Frazier, 

I 1889;  A.  Peters  and  Dr.  Brown,  1890;  j.  E. 

I P'ish,  1891-92;  Johns.  Hoyman,  1893;  George 
i H.  Speck,  1894-96,  and  W.  H.  Bruning,  elected 
' in  December,  1895.  There  were  ninety-five 
I members  reported  in  October,  1895. 

' Wood  Encampment,  No.  256,  1.  O.  O.  F., 

! was  chartered  April  15,  1S91,  with  the  following 
^ named  members:  I.  P'.  Pheils,  T.  J.  Lake,  J.  C. 

J Scott,  S.  B.  Hooper,  Melvin  Frazier,  T.  N. 

I Bierly,  j.  C.  Seiler,  J.  H Chidester.  Edwin 
Srneed-.  Junlier  Smith,  G.  O.  DePawe,  D.  B. 

' Brown,  Heman  Allen,  Byron  Sha\s’,  C.  H.  Ham- 
: mond,  J.  V.  Beverstock,  John  Muir,  H.  H.  Bru- 
' ning,  J.  S.  Hoyman,  H.  M.  Anderson,  J,  T.  An- 
1 derson,  H.  Isbell,  E.  E.  Lake,  C.  S.  Habad,  J. 

I C.  Bruning  (chief;,  G.  E.  Bushn.ell,  M.  M.  P'ow- 
’ ler.  The  past  cliief  patriarchs  are:  J.  T;  Lake, 

I j.  \’.  Beverstock,  J.  S.  Hoyman  (two  terms), 
C.  H.  Hammond,  J.  T.  Anderson,  Byron  Shaw 
i and  H.  H.  Bruning  (two  terms).  The  scribes 
' who  have  served  the  encampment  are  named  as 
! follows:  C.  H.  Hammond,  ].  V.  Beverstock,  J. 

; C.  Seiler,  and  C.  H.  Hammond,  who  was  again 
: scribe  in  1S95.  There  were  forty-three  members 
; in  June,  1895. 

j Reba  Lodge,  No.  239,  D.  of  R.,  was  instituted 
j in  1889,  with  fifteen  charter  members.  The  first 
! noble  grand  was  N.ancy  Smead.  The  present 
I membership  is  sixty-fi\’e.  ?\Irs.  T.  J.  Lake  is  the 
! deputy  grand  master;  Mrs.  Byron  Shaw,  noble 
grand,  and  MissElva  Bushnell  recording  secretary. 

Benedict  Post,  No.  26,  G.  A.  R. , was  named 
in  honor  of  Napoleon  Benedict  of  the  3rd  Ohio 
Cavalry,  who  was  killed  in  the  retreat  from  Loye- 
joy's  Station,  Ga.,in  August,  1864.  The  charter 
' members  were  Leroy  iSfoore,  G.  Heblinr,  -P- 
' Vanetten,  I.  W.  Krotzer,  Jacob  H.  Furry,  J.  W. 

I V’anetten,  T.  J.  Lake,  A.  Hines,  H.  .\llen,  A. 

' Bressler,  William  Finlay,  James  Muir,  Theo. 
Alexander,  J.  D.  Muir.  W.  W.  Dunipace,  K. 
Housholdcr,  William  Isbell,  James  Stewart,  S. 

, S.  Canfield  and  J.  [.  Hemmingcr.  T.  J.  Lake 
was  the  first  commander,  and  Tb.eo.  .\lexander, 
the  first  adj utant.  The  charter  was  issued  May 
, 4,  1880.  \\’.  W.  Isbell  died  in  October,  1889. 

' and  J.  W.  \’anetten  of  the  72nd,  in  Ma\'.  1890; 

W.  W.  Weddell  and  J.  H.  Furry  died  in  180;; 
: Alanson  Bushnell  and  Daniel  M.  Hobart,  with 
I C.  C.  Layman,  .uljutant.  John  1).  Muir  w;is 
I elected  commander,  in  1881  T.  ).  Lake,  with 
I J.  C.  , McLaughlin,  adjutant,  in  1884;  Robert 
! Black,  1885;  R.  I'.  Lewis,  1886;  Heman  Allen, 
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1887,  with  Robert  Black,  adjutant;  James  '\Iuir,  i 
18S8;  Wrn.  Weddell,  1S90,  with  John  Hatha-  i 
way,  adjutant;  H.  C.  Heisler,  1893;  W'rn.  Wed-  ; 
dell,  1S94;  and  S.  S.  Canfield,  elected  in  July,  ; 
1895,  ivVc  Weddell,  deceased.  Robert  Black  has  1 
served  as  adjutant  since  1887.  There  were  i 
forty-two- members  in  October,  1895.  ' i 

Benedict  Relief  Corps,  No.  276,  surrendered  , 
its  charter  in*  1895.  Among  its  first members 
were  Lillian  Cornwell,  Plumie  Babcock,  Mary  ; 
FJathaway  fof  Luckey),  Mrs.  Kesson,  Mrs.  J.  Muir,  | 
Mrs.  James  Moore,  Mrs.  Bressler,  Fannie  Hath-  , 
away,  Emma  Brown  and  others.  | 

Camp  A.  Jolly,  No.  12,  S.  of  Ah,  was  char- 
tered April  I,  1884,  with  the  following  named 
members:  H.  L.  Davis,  Frederick  Lewis,  John 
Purcell,  A.  L.  IMuir,  A.  Keil,  James  INfuir,  Ned  : 
Altman,  Ray  Hathaway,  H.  Lake,  H.  L.  Brown, 
O.  S.  Bressler,  B.  J.  Froney,  J.  McLaughlin  and 
Albert  Isbell.  , 

Ue  Molay  Tent,  No.  21 1,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  was  ' 
instituted  June  30,  1894,  with  the  following  - 

named  members:  E.  A.  Saxby,  D.  B.  Brown.  ' 

M.  D.,  Frank  Brown,  J.  F.  Bruning  'the  first 
commander),  C.  PI.  Hammond  (the  second  com- 
mander), L.  T.  Slee,  W.  F.  Whitten,  J.  B.  Wal-  ' 
ters,  J.  W.  Morrison,  Fred  Stabler,  J.  W.  Hays 
and  W.  W.  PIcnton.  The  tent  numbers  thirty-’  ; 
three  members.  E.  A.  Sa.xby  has  been  secre-  ’ 
tary  since  organization.  : 

Kenilworth  Court,  A.  O.  P'.  of  A.,  was  organ-  ' 
ized  June  26,  1895,  with  E.  A.  Saxby,  chief 
ranger,  and  the  following  named  officers  in.  court 
rank:  E.  C.  Chaffee,  W.  Wk  Krotzer,  J.  P.  Muir, 

J.  F.  Krotzer,  B,  F.  Green,  B.  G.  Hawthorne, 

J.  W.  Morrison,  S.  S.  Dilley,  and  trustees,  By- 
ron Shaw,  J.  PI.  Cook  and  L.  T.  Slee. 

Acme  Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T. , No.  44,  was  char- 
tered March  ii,  1885,  with  G.  Heibring.  Mrs. 

L,  J.  Walk,  F.  M.  Boyer,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Brown, 
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H.  K.  Allen,  Lula  Culyer,  Clayton  Plobart.  R. 
1'.  Muir,  Mrs.  \ . P'razier,  Dora  Vanetten,  J.  W. 
Keyser,  Mrs.  ,S.  M.  Hams.  Mrs.  M.  Bowlus  and 
J.  C.  Alexander,  officials  in  lodge  rank. 

The  P.  O.  S.  of  Camp  79,  claimed  as  offi- 
cers, in  1S91.  the  following  named:  E.  D.  Griffin, 
J.  E.  Isbell,  W.  H.  Daly,  B.  F.  Rickett,  W.  H. 
'Brniiing,  C.  PL  Peinber,  M.  F.  Krotzer,  Mk  H. 
Boren,  Eugene  Jenkins  and  Chauncy  Fair. 

The  Mrennerchor  organized  in  August,  1893, 
with  J.  H.  Schinke,  president;  C.  A.  Fehr,  sec- 
retary; Charles  Nieman,  treasurer;  J.  F.  Meier, 
conductor,  and  A.  PI.  Oberschulte.  manager. 
Contemporary  with  this  association  was  the 
“ Hrolian  Quartette,  " composed  of  S.  W.  Stabler, 
F.  W.  Schultz.  C.  S.  Hobart  and  George  H. 
Speck,  and  “The  Thespian  Club." 

The  PcmbcrvilL'  Library. — This  semi-public 
institution  may  be  said  to  have  been  founded  by 
Thomas  N.  Bierly,  in  1893.  Plis  donation  of 
600  volumes  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which 
building  a room  was  fitted  up  and  the  books  in- 
stalled therein.  Mr.  Bierly  donated  a hundred 
or  more  volumes  to  the  Presbyterian  Societ}', 
thus  giving  to  that  denomination  the  nucleus  of  a 
second  collection  of  books. 

Conclusion.  — This  histoiy  of  P'reedom  and 
villages  is  based  primarily  on  records  found  within 
the  township,  and  on  documents  and  newspaper 
files  searched  at  Bowling  Green;  and  secondarily 
on  the  historical  papers  written  for  the  Plowling 
Green  newspapers  by  Messrs.  \'an  Tassel,  1877; 
Evers,  1S75,  and  Bierly,  18S9,  from  which  2,000 
w'ords  were  taken,  with  a few  items  from  the 
local  paper.  The  roster  and  record  of  soldiers 
furnished  to  the  Federal  army  during  the  Civil 
\\ar  (given  in  the  Military  chapter),  is  based  on  a 
list  of  soldiers  compiled  by  the  writer  from  the 
relations  of  veterans. 
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GRAND  RAPIDS  TOWNSHIP. 

Its  Origin  and  Xo.mkncrature  — Organization  and  Official.s  — Early  Settlements  — The 
Huckleberry  War  — The  War  of  1SS5 — The  Cholera  — Hoi. iday  Accident  — Common 
Schools — Churches  ; Grand  Rapids  Village — Early  and  other  Traders,  ENTERPRI^Es. 
Etc. — Incorporation  and  Official  Lists  — Special  School  District  — Miscellaneous 
Items — Churches.  Schools  and  Societies. 


G*  RAND  RAPIDS  was  unknown  as  a town- 
^ ship  until  iS88,  having  previously  been 
1 a part  of  Weston.  Though  the  first  set- 
tlements were  made  near  the  Head  of 
the  Rapids  (where  the  surveys  were  made  in 
1819  and  182  I j,  the  township  of  Weston  organ- 
ized there,  and  the  beginnings  of  civilization 
made  there,  the  persons  and  events  have  gener- 
ally been  grouped  under  the  head  of  WTston 
township,  and  these  groupings  have  been  con- 
tinued so  long  it  is  now  difficult  to  separate 
them.  The  Census  of  1890  credits  the  town- 
ship with  1. 021  inhabitants. 

In  1829,  the  residents  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  present  town  of  Grand  Rapids,  petitioned 
the  commissioners  to  authorize  a new  township. 
On  June  14,  1830,  the  petition  was  granted,  and 
Ottawa  township  was  formed  out  of  the  territory 
in  Range  9,  south  of  the  Maumee,  including  the 
islands  adjacent.  The  place  of  meeting  was 
fixed  at  Edward  Howard’s  house,  but,  for  some 
reason,  the  meeting  was  not  held.  On  Decem- 
ber 6,  1830,  the  commissioners  changed  the 

name  to  “Weston,"  and  ordered  a township 
meeting  to  be  held  on  April  4,  1831.  The  officers 
then  elected  were  those  mentioned  in  the  chap- 
ter devoted  to  Weston  township  and  village. 
The  efforts  of  the  pioneers  did  not  rest  with  the 
organization  of  the  township,  for  in  1832  they 
petitioned  the  Post  Office  Department  for  an  of- 
fice in  their  principal  village,  and  December  15, 
1832,  Weston  post  office,  was  established  with 
Edward  Howard  in  charge.  On  March  30.  1837, 
the  name  was  changed  to  Gilead,  and,  in  1868, 
to  Grand  Rapids. 

OrgiDiization  and  Offiria/s. — The  township 
was  organized  September  25,  188S,  when  the 
officers,  elected  on  the  I 7th  of  that  month,  met 
to  transact  business.  I'.bcnezer  ftonaldson,  \\'.  H. 
Kerr  and  J.  W.  Drown  (the  first  trustees),  J. 
Friess  (the  first  clerk),  and  Thomas  D.  .Avery 


, (the  first  treasurer)  were  present.  .Asher  Thurs- 
tin  was  elected  trustee  in  1890;  John  Raton, 
elected  in  1891,  resigned  in  1892,  when  Jerry  El. 
Huffman  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy;  A\’. 
B.  Kerr  was  re-elected  in  1892;  John  Long  in 
1893;  John  McLain  in  1894;  W.  B.  Kerr  in  1S95, 
and  Jasper  N.  Mosier  in  1896.  .Azor  I'hurstin 
was  elected  clerk  in  1889.  to  succeed  Friess,  and 
served  until  .April,  1893;  the  present  ( 1896)  clerk, 
I'rank  L.  Sheats,  was  elected  in  1894;  Thomas 
D.  .Avery  was  elected  treasurer  in  1896.  The 
first  justice  of  the  peace  was  S.  G.  Robinson, 
elected  in  1891;  the  second,  Ebenezer  Donald- 
son, elected  as  an  additional  justice  in  1S93. 
under  an  order  of  the  probate  judge:  the  third, 
J.  S.  Benschoter,  elected  in  1894;  in  189G.  E'rank 
.A.  Crosby  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace.  In 
1895,  I.  Huffman  was  chosen  assessor,  W.  .A. 
Katon,  J.  N.  Mosier  and  M.  G.  Judson,  road 
supervisors,  and  J.  S.  F'oor,  with  Martin  Keche- 
ley,  school  directors.  In  .April,  1S95,  over  thirty 
women  voted  for  school  officers,  Mrs.  B.  I'.  Kerr 
being  the  first  of  them  to  cast  a ballot.  There 
were  i 56  votes  cast  for  trustee  and  clerk,  and  i 53 
for  assessor.  In  i S96  Truman  Rigg,  L.  .A. 
Pettys,  and  Lester  Heyman  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  school  board,  the  other  members 
being  .A.  W.  Nafus  (1894),  and  Napoleon  Conrad 
(1895).  In  .April,  1894,  the  question  of  build- 
ing stone  roads  was  submitted,  but  defeated  on  a 
vote  of  136  against  108.  The  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  authorized  the  village  and  township 
i trustees  to  build  a town  hall,  but  so  far  no 
; serious  action  has  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

1 Early  Sittlcmaits . — In  the  reminiscences  of 
Dresden  W.  H.  Howard,  it  is  related  that,  in 
! May,  1821.  Ins  grandfather.  Thomas  (aged  63 
}'ears',  his  father,  Edward  (aged  43',  his  uncle. 
Robert  .A.  (aged  23'.  with  their  wives  and  children, 
left  A'ates  county.  New  York,  embarkeil  on  Capt. 
.Anson  Reed's  schooner  at  Cleveland,  and  on  June 
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17,  that  year,  landed  at  Orleans  of  the  North.  : 
The  Indians  were  then  encamped  along  the  river 
bank,  and  }.Iajor  Stickney,  the  agent,  was  among  | 
them.  When  first  seen  from  the  schooner,  they  ! 
were  engaged  in  dancing  and  various  sports;  but  \ 
when  the  vessel  approached  they  set  up  a fearful  i 
yell,  and  ran  to  the  water's  edge  to  see  her.  The  \ 
grandfather  of  L).  \V.  H.  Howard  entered  rhe  | 
land  where  W'oodville  village  was  subsequently 
founded,  but,  in  i S22,  the  party  moved  to  Grand  | 
Rapids,  where  they  erected  three  cabins,  and  from  ; 
which  to  the  Indian  mission,  eight  miles  below,  * 
they  cut  a road  in  1823,  settling  opposite  the  In-  ' 
dian  village  of  “Kinjoino."  Dresden  attended  ^ 
the  old  mission  school  for  three  years,  being  the 
only  Caucasian  pupil  (save  a few  French-lndian  ; 
half-breed  children),  and  learned  their  language.  ; 
Later,  he  engaged  in  trading  with  the  tribes:  in 

1831,  his  uncle,  William,  and  family  arrived;  in 

1832,  he  aided  in  transporting  Indians  across  the  > 
country  to  new  reservations,  and  in  1837  and  1 
1839  assisted  in  removing  them  to  the  Osage  ' 
river,  in  Kansas.  The  principal  chiefs  of  the  Ot- 
tawas,  remembered  by  him,  are  Nawash,  Ottuso,  ; 
Charlo,  Ocquenoxie,  Kinjoino,  Ottokee,  Waseon  ; 
and  Waseoniquet;  of  the  Pottawatamies — Waw-  1 
bonsee,  Bawbeese,  Meteah,  Winamac;  of  the  \ 
Miamis  — LaFontaine  and  Richardville ; and  of  | 
the  Shawnees — Joseph  and  William  Parks. 
James  Sassaquas,  the  last  full-blooded  represent- 
ative of  the  once  great  Miami  nation,  in  the  old 
hunting-grounds,  died  at  Peru,  Indiana,  Febru-  i 
ary  13,  1S95,  aged  eighty-four  years.  He  hunted  ■ 
with  the  Ottawas  of  the  Mau,mee  in  his  boyhood, 
and  lived  to  see  the  last  of  the  old  warriors  pass 
to  the  “ Happy  Hunting  Grounds.  ” 

At  that  time  the  principal  town  of  the  Indians 
was  located  not  far  from  the  site  of  the  “ Howard 
Hotel,  ” while  along  Beavercreek  and  on  the  sand 
ridges  were  other  Indian  lodges.  They  were  the 
only  neighbors  of  the  Howards,  until  M'illiam 
Pratt  and  Joseph  Keith  appeared  upon  the  scene  . 
and,  shortly  after,  Richard  Howard,  then  aged  ■ 
nineteen  years.  Dr.  Spencer,  of  Weston,  speak-  ' 
ing  on  this  settlement  at  the  Rapids,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing particulars:  ••  They  entered  land  in  what 
is  now  Section  8.  Edward  Howard’s  farm  faced 
the  river  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  section, 
and  the  school  house  and  part  of  the  village  are 
on  land  entercfl  by  Edward  Howard.  He  was  a ’ 
shrewd  business  man,  and  began  at  once  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  and  opene<l  trade  with  the  I 
Indians.  He  built  a house  and  kept  the  first  t.iv- 
ern  in  Gilead  or  in  W'eston  township.  It  was  at 
his  house  that  the  hrst  election  was  held.  Travel- 
ers along  the  river  roail  below  Grand  Rapids,  and 


but  a short  distance  below  the  wagon  bridge  over 
the  river,  cannot  pass  by  unnoticed,  the  ancient 
looking  building  facing  the  river  from  the  south 
side  of  the  road,  with  its  great  wooden  colonades 
or  pillars.  That  is  the  location  of  Ed.  Howard's 
house.  Robert  Howard  owned  the  farm,  on  the 
south  of  Edward's,  while  Richard  located  down 
the  river,  near  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek.  The 
first  death  in  the  settlement  was  that  of  Thomas 
Ploward,  who  died  May  25,  1825.  wooded 
bluff,  on  the  banks  of  a sharp  little  ravine  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Eld.  Ploward 's  farm,  was 
chosen  as  a site  for  a burying  ground.  This 
cemetery  is  the  family  burial  place  of  the  Howards. 
Here  lie  buried,  among  others  of  the  family: 
Thomas  Howard,  May  25,  1S25,  aged  66;  Will- 
iam, January  2,  1833,  aged  53;  Richard,  January 
26,  1834,  aged  32;  Edward,  P'ebruary  2,  1S41, 
aged  63  ; and  Robert  Howard,  November  26,  1872, 
aged  74.  ” 

.Alexander  Brown  and  his  father-in-law.  Jo- 
seph North,  were  the  first  to  move  back  from  the 
river,  up  Minard’s  creek  toward  Keeler's  Prairie. 
This  venture  was  made  in  182S,  and  must  be 
considered  the  beginning  of  settlement  in  M'esto 
township. 

Within  se\’en  years  of  Brown’s  and  North's 
migration  from  the  Rapids,  there  were  no  less 
than  eighty-four  adult  males  having  their  homes 
within  the  township.  The  names  of  the  pio- 
neers are  given  in  the  following  list:  Emanuel 

Arnold,  .Alexander  Brown,  P.  B.  Brown,  William 

Biggar, Bartlett,  Bela  Bennett,  Edmund 

Battles,  Lewis  EJortle,  John  Crom,  Sr.,  Daniel 
Crom, Cooper,  William  Collett,  James  Don- 

aldson, Levi  Felton,  John  Prowler,  J.  N.  Graham, 
William  Gruber.  .Alva  Gillett,  Ivdward  Ploward, 
B.  W.  Howard.  D.  W.  H.  Howard.  E.  W. 
Hedges.  D.  Harbogle,  Samuel  Junkins,  Plenrv 
Kimbcrlin,  Ralph  O.  Keeler,  Robert  Keith.  Peter 
Troup,  Moses  P.  Morgan.  Jacob  Macklin,  Da\id 
Murdock,  William  and  Joseph  North,  Gu_\-  Near- 
ing, .Andrew  Oliver,  Matthias  Oberdorf,  .Alexander 
Peugh,  P.  C.  Ikirker,  John  Rice,  Thomas  Silsbee. 
John  Skinner,  Jacob  \\hilters,  Sr.,  .\.  R.  Will- 
iams. William  Wonderly,  Thomas  Davis,  Sam- 
uel Dull,  David  Pidwards,  .Andrew  P'oster,  Rob- 
ert Bamber,  Harvey  Bnrritt,  William  Baker, 
Jacob  Crom,  John  Crom,  Jr.,  |.  W.  Culbertson. 
Gideon  Cornel,  .A.  B.  Crosby,  IT  I'oote,  John 
Gingery,  Enoch  Gruber,  Gabriel  Guyer,  George 
Nicholas.  R.  .A.  Howard,  R.  .M.  Howar>i.  David 
Hedges,  Jacob  Harris,  1'.  Hinsdale  Ti-- 
Junkins,  John  Kimberlin,  james 
Kerr,  William  Loughrew  B .Me 
Kee,  James  McGeehan,  William 
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tune  Nearing,  l^enjainin  Olne}',  Anson  0\'.e)is,  j 
William  Pratt,  W'illiam  Patton,  Matthias  Reams,  I 
|ohn  Soash,  Hiram  Scovill,  [).  Taylor,  John  ! 
Ward,  Hiram  Wade,  and  Samuel  \'an  Horn. 

In  January,  1S84,  Dr.  J.  B.  Spencer  contrib- 
uted his  historical  reminscences  to  the  Si-ntincl. 
and  from  his  paper  the  following  references  to  the 
old  settlers  and  their  homesteads  are  taken:  In 

1834,  Thomas  Taylor,  Sr. , located  land  and  built  | 
a log  house  very  near  where  the  “ old  Taylor  ‘ 
house”  at  Weston  stands;  at  the  same  time,  ; 
jaines  Hutchinson,  and  his  son  dmdrew  were  ’ 
building  a house  five  miles  farther  south,  near  j 
what  is  now  Groff’s  Corners,  on  the  edge  of  the  | 
Jackson  prairie.  John  Gingery  was  also  ven- 
turesome enough  to  settle  back  from  the  ri\  er  in 
the  thick  forests.  In  1830  he  settled  on  the 
farm  later  owned  by  D.  H.  Bassett,  near  the 
McKee  school  house.  The  ne.xt  year  he  moved 
back  to  Gilead,  Jacob  Walters,  Sr.,  about  this 
time  also  settled  on  the  farm,  later  owned  by  his 
son  Jacob.  Jacob  Crorn,  in  1S30,  located  the  : 
farm  later  owned  b}'  Capt.  McKee.  John  Grom, 
Sr.,  located  the  land  where  Rev.  James  Kerr  ! 
lived  in  1884,  and  built  his  house  where  the  old  ' 
orchard  is,  north  of  the  U.  B.  church.  Alex.  ! 

Peugh  located  the  farm  later  owned  bv  Albert  ' 

^ . * 1 
Heyman.  He  was  a single  man,  and  kept  bach-  ‘ 

elor’s  hall  for  a few  years,  traveling  nine  miles 
through  swamps  and  forests  to  see  Eliza  Hutch- 
inson, who  afterward  became  his  wife.  John  j 
Rice,  step-father  of  Thomas  and  Samuel  Jnnkins,  : 
located  the  farm  in  1S33,  later  o\vned  bv  Phillip  ' 
He  yman;  Henry  Kimberlin  located  at  the  mouth  | 
of  Beaver  creek  in  1832;  Jacob  Mackhn,  on  the 
farm  later  known  as  the  Carson  farm;  William 
Martin,  the  farm  later  owned  b}- William  Martin; 
Samuel  Dull,  the  farm  later  owned  bv  Joseph 
Wright,  just  south  of  Potter  settlement;  John 
Grom,  Jr.,  occupied  the  farm  owned  bv  D.  H. 
Bassett,  at  McKee's  Corners;  J.  Gingery  first  set-  ; 
tied  there,  but  never  owned  the  land;  Jonathan 
Crorn,  son  of  Rev.  John  Grom,  Sr.,  settled  the 
farm  later  owned  by  Lester  Pettys;  Daniel  Crorn 
settled  on  the  farm  later  owned  by  Floyd  McKee, 
on  the.  Wapakoncta  road ; one  daughter  of  Rev. 
John  Grom,  Elizabeth,  married  Jacob  Walters, 
Sr,  She  was  eiglit}'  years  old  in  >Ia}',  [S83,  .An- 
other daughter,  Sarah,  married  .Matthias  Reams, 
in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  and  moved  into  Wes- 
ton townshi[),  settling  on  Beaver  creek,’  living  on  ' 
the  same  farm  until  Mr.  Reams'  death  about 
1881.  Another  daughter  of  John  Crorn,  Susan,  ^ 
married  Pet^.r  Dull,  :ind  settled  on  the  farm  where 
she  lived  in  1884  with  her  sons,  David  L.  and 
John.  Gabriel  (duyer,  in  1S33,  located  the  farm  1 


later  owned  b>'  Jacob  Sceinman;  Samuel  \'an- 
Horn  settled  lire  farm  later  owned  b}-  William 
Donnel.  Piortel  and  Oberdorf  settled  a liidt; 
south  and  west  of  the  b'loyd  McKeehou.se;  [acob 
Dull  located  the  farm  later  owned  b\-  Jacob 
Bamer,  Sr. ; James  Donaldson  moved  up  the 
river  and  bought  the  farm  just  west  of  Beaver 
Creek  cemetery;  then  shortly  afteward  he  bought 
Emanuel  Arnold's  farm,  later  owned  by  A.  C. 
Judson.  This  process  of  extending  settlements 
continueil  until  the  original  township  of  W’eston 
was  converted  into  rich,  productive  farms. 

The  Huckleberry  W'ar  was  an  echo  of  the 
desire  of  the  Sacs  and  the  P'oxes  to  push  back 
the  whites.  In  the  Mississippi  Valley  it  was 
more  serious  than  an  echo.  A council  was  held 
at  the  Rapids,  where  were  present  Peter  Minard, 
John  E.  Hunt,  George  Knaggs,  Indian  Agent 
Jackson,  Edward  Howard,  R.  A.  P'orsythe, 
Petonquet,  Kinjoino,  and  Nackichewa,  to  learn 
the  cause  of  the  Indian  discontent.  The  chiefs 
told  the  whites  what  they  knew,  and  so 
terror-stricken  were  the  settlers  that  they  re- 
paired to  the  Edward  Ploward  Stone  House  at 
the  Rapids,  to  the  log  house  of  Henry  Kiniber- 
lin,  or  to  the  log  house  of  Joseph  Keith,  whose 
brother  had  killed  an  Indian  and  tied — the  leaders 
of  the  people  requiring  the  Indians  to  send  to  the 
Stone  House  the  wives  and  children  of  the  chiefs, 
who  were  held  as  hostages  for  the  good  behavior 
of  their  warriors.  White  women,  such  as  the 
late  Mrs.  Charlotte  Pratt,  the  Lahartz  girl  and 
Lucy  Keith  guarded  the  Indian  women.  The 
alarm  was  caused  by  two  foreign  Indians  ai>pear- 
ing  to  a few  Ottawa  girls,  who  were  picking 
huckleberries  near  the  Rapids,  and  the  report 
that  they  were  emissaries  of  the  Sacs  sent  hither 
to  enlist  the  Ottawas  in  a war  against  the  settlers. 
The  Ottawas  were,  however,  more  alarmed  than 
the  whites,  and  kept  great  fires  burning  ever}' 
night,  to  prove  to  their  white  neighbors  that 
they  were  not  on  the  war  path. 

The  War  of  rSyy  or  the  Toledo  war,  was 
another  alarm.  All  the  able-bodied  men  of  the 
settlement  were  called  to  arms,  and,  as  told  in 
the  general  history,  went  to  the  front.  The 
desertion  of  Dan  Sickman  with  a musket  arid 
blanket,  belonging  to  C>hic,  and  the  sale  of  too 
head  of  cattle  to  the  Michigan  troops  b}'  Rahph. 
O.  Keeler,  appear  to  have  been  the  onl}'  wise 
deeds  credited  to  the  Grand  Rapids,  or  other 
volunteers  in  that  war. 

The  Cholera.  — The  death  i^f  Alonzo  P<ower- 
man  and  wife,  of  Proviilence,  (.ni  Jul}'  5,  1854. 
was  followed  by  fourteen  ('-thers.  Dr.  Blotter, 
who  attended  them,  was  infected,  but  recovered. 
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iicwas  stricken  later,  and  died  immediately.  R.  A. 
Siiivelv's  daughter,  and  Squire  Uavis,  who  died  at 
'I'oledo  while  fleeing  from  New  York,  were  among 
its  first  victim?.  Onlv  three  died  in  the  village 
of  Grand  Rajnus,  while  Cornell  and  his  son  and 
others  died  in  the  adjacent  territory.  Of  22  \ 
cases  treated  by  Dr.  Gardner,  thirteen  were  i 
cured,  the  other  nine  ha\ing  collapsed  before  \ 
the  Doctor’s  aid  was  called.  Not  more  than  five  ! 
families  remained  in  the  village,  namely  those  1 
of  Emanuel  Arnold.  Dr.  A.  J.  Gardner,  Seth 
McDonald,  Alva  Gillett,  and  Wrn.  Gruber.  Of  ; 
eighteen  men  employed  in  Seth  McDonald's  saw-  j 
mill,  only  one — John  Long — remained.  The  ! 

disease  is  said  to  have  set  in  after  a ball,  held  at  | 
Fancher's,  July  4,  just  as  it  did  at  Perrysburg, 
after  the  celebration  of  that  day. 

Holiday  Accident. — In  July,  i 856,  the  people 
of  Grand  Rapids  imported  the  old  Croghan 
cannon  from  Perrysburg.  Placing  it  in  position,  ; 
the  gunners  found  it  spiked  with  an  old  rat-tail  | 
file.  That  was  removed  by  T.  J.  Sterling,  and  ' 
the  cannon  loaded.  When  firing,  it  exploded, 
sent  the  ramrod  across  the  river,  and  crippled 
joseph  Shannon.  i 

Cow  won  Schools. — The  first  school  was  simply 
a gathering  of  eight  or  ten  tow-headed  pioneers 
in  home-spun  clothes,  by  Charlotte  Howard.  . 
This  was  in  1831.  The  school  was  held  in  the  ' 
log  house  of  Richard  Howard.  At  the  spring  | 
election  of  1832  the  voters  discussed  the  ques-  ‘ 
tion  of  schools  and  school  districts,  and  the  re-  j 
suit  was  a division  of  the  township  into  five 
school  districts,  by  the  trustees  for  1832.  The 
districts  were  as  follows:  No.  i began  at  the 

Henry  county  line  on  the  river,  extended  two 
miles  down  the  river  and  one  mile  back,  making 
two  square  miles,  and  taking  in  the  village  of 
Gilead.  This  was  the  district  in  which  Miss 
Howard  had  already  taught  two  seasons.  No,  2 
was  two  miles  square,  just  east  of  No.  i.  No. 

3 inclosed  all  that  portion  of  Weston  township 
that  has  since  been  set  off  into  Washington  town- 
ship, embracing  the  village  of  Otsego.  No.  4 
started  one  mile  back  from  the  river,  and  took  a 
strip  two  miles 'vide  on  the  west  side  of  the  town- 
ship, from  that  point  south  to  the  county  line. 
No.  5 was  the  “boss"  school  district,  including 
all  the  remainder  of  the  township,  being  fifteen 
miles  long  and  four  miles  wide.  The  first  school 
building  in  the  township  was  in  No.  i,  on  land 
owned  by  the  Howards.  It  was  a low  log  hut, 
with  shake  roof  anil  puncheon  floor,  desks  and 
seats,  and  was  located  about  eighty  rods  south  of 
the  present  brick  school  building.  The  first  large 
school  building  of  the  township,  erected  in  the 


“forties,”  is  no'.v  the  “ Coinmercial  Hotel,”  ;! 
the  village.  /Vn  early  scliool  was  held  in  iS'.r  or 
1835  at  Alexander  Peugh's  house,  near  where 
Albert  Heynian  lives,  and  there  Thomas  Juukins 
and  one  or  more  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  at- 
tended as  pupils. 

CHURCHES. 

The  United  /Tv, ' /Gv v/ Nur/V/i',  the  first  Church 
body  in  Weston  or  Grand  Rapids  township,  was 
organized  at  Henry  Kirnberlin's  house  in  1832, 
b\'  Henr}’  Kimberlin,  John  Crorn,  ,Sr. . and  Jacob 
Croni,  who  were  local  preachers  Mes.-:.rs.  Strong. 
Moore,  Michael  Long  and  John  Long  preached 
at  Beaver  Creek  at  intervals  until  1S33,  ’^vheit 
Stephen  Lillibridge  came  as  preacher-in- charge. 
In  1843,  the  Conference  ^vas  held  at  Beaver 
Creek.  In  i S48  George  Gilmore  was  steward 
and  D.  Crlancy,  preacher.  At  that  time  a sub- 
scription was  collected  for  Church  purposes,  and 
in  1850  the  building  on  the  Weston  and  Grand 
Rapids  road,  west  of  Beaver  Creek,  was  erected. 
The  names  of  the  members,  in  1856,  Nvere  Sarah 
Henr\',  John,  Jacob,  Salh'  and  Mar\’  Kimberlin. 
Elizabeth  Guyer,  Matthias,  Noah  and  Sarah 
Reames,  Eva  Oberdorf,  Sabina  Kimberlin,  Susan 
Bowser,  John  and  Mary  Walters,  Janies,  Char- 
lotte, Henry  and  Mary-Jane  Barton,  John  and 
Delilah  Dull,  Eli  and  .Andrew  \'an  Horn,  Emil\' 
and  Hannah  Older,  Catherine  and  Eliza  Long. 
James  and  Sarah  Brown,  Philip  and  Mary  Kine- 
man,  Martha  McLain  and  Barbara  Swarm  Rev. 
John  Davis,  “The  Hatter,"  and  John  Beil  a ^re 
the  preachers  in  185C;  Silas  Foster  in  1837;  a:id 
J.  Fink  in  1859.  Following  Mr.  Lillibridge  was 
Jonathan  Thomas,  who  preached  here  several 
years.  Daniel  Glancy  was  here  again  in  i860: 
Samuel  Essex  in  1862;  and  S.  Jacoby  in  1864. 
The  Liberal  U.  IP  Society,  of  which  Messrs. 
Heyman,  Thorley,  Harris,  Russell  and  Gundv 
are  trustees,  own  the  old  building  since  1889. 
when  the  division  took  place.  Of  the  eighty 
members  who  once  formed  the  society,  only  ten 
are  left.  The  East  Beaver  Creek  U.  B.  Society 
erected  a house  of  worship  near  the  line  of  Plain 
township,  just  before  the  war.  which,  when  the 
Church  disbanded,  was  sold  to  Mr.  Gill,  who 
leased  it  to  the  Christian  Fnion. 

The  Ra/lical  I 'nited  Urcthren  .Society  was 
organized,  in  1889,  out  of  the  old  E.  B.  Church, 
of  Beaver  Creek,  and  its  neighbor  of  East  Beaver 
Creek,  or  “The  Gingery  Church."  The  nrie- 
inal  members  were  D.  E.  and  .Mice  E.  Dull. 
Eesiter  A.  and  Sarah  h'.  Pettis.  Rev.  John  and 
Elizabeth  French,  William  C.  and  Clara  I'rench. 
John  Ciingery,  Dorothy  Wade.  Rev.  Joseph  and 
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Sarah  Burkett,  John  Bortel,  Jacob  and  Sabina 
Kiniberlin,  John  and  Mary  Conrad,  Albert  Long 
and  wife,  and  A.  P.  Schlappi.  Ttie  trustees  are 
L.  A.  Pettis,  Jacob  Kiniberlin,  D.  L.  Dull,  Jolin 
Conrad  and  G.  C.  Lashley.  They  were  the 
builders  of  the  church  on  tlie  Dull  farm,  and 
now  represent  the  forty-five  members  who  wor- 
ship there. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Clnirch,  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Sec.  19,  rvas  organized  early 
in  the  “fifties,”  by  Rev.  James  Miller,  a Scotch- 
man, who  pleached  at  Scotch  Ridge  as  early  as 
1S45.  Among  the  members  were  Jesse  and  Jane 
Kerr,  James  P.  Katon  and  wife,  Hugh  and  Sarah 
Barton,  Samuel  and  Fanny  Barton,  McCabe  and 
wife,  Samuel  Barton,  Sr.,  and  wife,  James,  V\’ill- 
iam,  Joseph  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ross,  William  B. 
Kerr,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  \Lrn  Horn.  Of  all  named. 
William  B.  Kerr  is  the  only  resident  of  this 
county.  Rev.  Jackson  Duff,  of  the  MTbster 
Church,  preached  here  from  1852  to  1S6S,  fol- 
lowed by  others  named  in  Webster  (tp.)  history. 
J.  C.  Bigham  was  here  in  1875;  Rev.  Whllianr 
W^right  and  Rev.  Wainwright  (the  last  named  a 
teacher  in  the  Grand  Rapids  school)  have  been 
pastors  since  Centennial  year.  Jesse  Kerr,  J.  P. 
Katon  and  Mr.  McCabe  were  elders  for  many  3 ears. 
Death  created  vacancies,  and  Wh  B.  Kerr,  now 
the  senior  elder,  was  elected  to  fill  the  first;  R. 
R.  McKnight  and  William  Donnell  were  elders  as 
earl}’  as  1S69;  J.  E.  Kerr  was  chosen  in  the 
“seventies,”  and  W.  L.  Ross  in  1S78.  The 
meeting  house  was  erected  in  1859,  and  is  now 
owned  by  the  forty-two  members  of  the  societ}'. 


GR.-WD  RAPIDS  VILLAGE. 

It  is  said  that  John  A.  Graham  established 
the  village  of  Gilead  in  1831,  and  that  early  in 
1832  he  employed  Lewis  Bortle  and  Gabriel 
Gu\’er  to  clear  that  portion  where  the  depot 
building  and  B.  F.  Kerr's  new  residence  now 
stand,  for  a wheat  and  jwtato  field.  The  plat  in 
the  recorder's  office  shows  that  the  town  was 
surveyed  in  June,  i 833.  by  Ambrose  Rice  for  John 
N.  Graham,  on  the  N.  E.  J of  Sec.  7,  T.  5,  R.  9. 
Graham  was  the  owner  of  the  quarter  section,  and 
also  of  Island  No.  2.  In  April,  1836,  John  C. 
Spink’s  addition  was  surveyed  by  Hiram  Davis. 
In  1835  J.  C.  Spink  bought  the  Ed.  Howard  farm 
and  the  “Stone  Tavern,”  as  the  “ kloward 
House”  was  called,  because  a portion  of  it  was 
built  of  stone.  In  1837,  Spink  rented  the  hotel  to 
Hiram  Scovill,  who  moved  in  and  took  possession 
August  31.  Scovill  was  married  to  a sister  of 
George  Laskey,  and  Laskey,  who  was  then  a little 


1 bov,  came  along  with  them  to  the  hotel  as  general 
I utilit}^  boy.  Scovill  started  a ferr}'  from  the 
‘ ‘ Howard  House”  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
for  public  convenience,  and  it  was  in  constant 
use  for  more  than  twent}’  years.  Young  Laske\’ 
attended  to  the  ferr}'  and  the  hotel  barn  as  long 
as  Scovill  kept  the  hotel,  or  until  1S40,  when  he 
moved  to  the  village  of  Florida,  Laske}’  going 
with  his  brother-in-law.  In  the  “fifties,”  C. 
\V.  McDonald  rented  the  house,  and  made  hotel- 
keeping a department  of  his  e.xtensive  business. 

I Pearly  Traders. — Dr.  A.  J.  Gardner,  in  his 
\ reminiscences  of  early  merchants  and  druggists, 
states  that  ‘ ‘ the  first  merchant  to  open  a store  was 
Nicholas  Gee,  who  came  here  in  1S33  and  opened 
his  goods  in  a log  building  owned  by  Tomer 
\ Davis,  on  the  corner  of  First  and  M'est  streets. 

I Mr.  Culbertson,  brother  of  the  late  Jaroes  G. 

I Culbertson,  came  shortl}'  afterward,  and  went  into 
I partnership  with  Mr.  Gee  for  a short  time,  but 
; sold  out  to  Gee  in  1835.  Frank  Hinsdale,  who 
i had  been  a clerk  for  John  Hollister,  at.  Perrys- 
i burg,  for  some  time,  bought  the  remnant  of  Hol- 
j lister's  store,  and  formed  a partnership  with.  Gee, 
and  the}’  built  the  store  room  now  occirpied  b_\' 
Dr.  A.  J.  Gardner  N Co.  In  1840  Gee  sold  out 
to  Hinsdale,  who  continued  in  business  until  he 
died  in  1S51.  George  Laskey  came  here,  as  be- 
fore stated,  in  1S36,  and  afterward  was  chief 
clerk  to  Mr.  Hinsdale  at  the  princely  salary  of  $S 
per  month  and  board.  He  saved  at  the  end  of 
each  of  the  three  first  years  $50,  and  bought 
three  forty-acre  pieces  of  land;  which  he  sold  a 
few  years  ago  for  $50  an  acre.  A.fter  Hinsdale's 
death  l>Jr3.  Hinsdale  and  Mr.  Laskey  formed  a 
partnership,  built  a store  room,  and  continued  in 
business  together  until  1857,  when  Mrs.  Hinsdale 
retired  and  Delos  Pratt  and  Stephen  Laskey  be- 
: came  members  of  the  firm,  under  the  firm  name 
I of  Laskeys,  Pratt  N Co.  George  P.  Hinsdale 
i took  an  interest  in  the  business  a year  or  two 
’ afterward.  In  i86i  Pratt  and  Hinsdale  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  and  built  the  first  stor}’ of  the 
! building  now  occupied  by  B.  F.  Kerr,  who  has 
' since  added  a second  story. 

“In  I S3  5 Philander  P.  Brown  and  Enoch  Gru- 
ber, built  a small  store  room  on  the  bank  of  the 
river.  They  were  succeeded  by  Tobias  Rud.sell. 
In  iS34Mr.  Culbertson  built  a store  room,  since 
burned,  west  ot  the  Laskey  buihling,  into  wliicb. 
he  moved  from  Otsego.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Samuel  Clymer,  who  afterward  moved  the  stock 
to  (.Dfsego.  Seth  C.  McDonald,  in  1857,  bought 
a bankrupt  stock  of  goods  in  Toledo,  and  occ’.qued 
I the  building.  .\t  the  end  ot  a year  or  two  tlie 
I stock  and  building  were  destroyetl  liy  fire.  In 
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1850,  Galen  B.  Able  occupied  the  abovementioned 
store  room.  About  this  time  Hughes  & Camp 
built  a one-story  room  and  opened  a small  store,  i 
In  1854  they  sold  to  Charles  Ib.icklin  and  Mr. 
Gunn.  Bucklin  soon  bought  out  Gunn's  interest,  , 
and  in  turn  sold  to  xAtkinson  & Ashley.  In  1853  ; 
Robert  Mead  built  a one-story  building,  and  | 
0[)ened  the  first  grocery.  He  afterward  took  in 
Foster  Pratt,  and  they  carried  on  a livery  stable  : 
in  connection  with  their  other  business.  In  i860  ; 
George  P.  Crosby  built  the  store  room  occupied  ; 
by  Evans,  and  did  business  with  George  Hospel-  : 
li()rn;  afterward  sold  to  Delos  Pratt  and  Stephen  ; 
Laskey",  who,  in  turn,  sold  to  John  H.  Fisher.  ; 
In  1856  C.  W.  McDonald  opened  a drug  store  in  i 
the  room  now  occupied  by  John  Roberts.  The  ; 
next  year  he  built  the  building  now  occupied  by  ! 
Richardson’s  grocery,  and  added  a small  stock  of  ^ 
books  and  groceries.  Dr.  J.  H.  Watson  and  C.  i 
E.  Beardsley  succeeded  him  in  the  drug  business 
for  a short  time,  and  then  sold  out  to  |.  H.  Camp- 
bell and  Robert  Pratt,  who  were  followed  by  A. 
Sterling,  who  moved  the  stock  into  the  building 
now  occupied  by  Anton  Schuster.  In  the  fall  of 
i860,  Dr.  Gardner  came  back  from  Cleveland, 
and,  in  company  with  Laskey,  Pratt  & Co. , 
bought  out  Sterling  and  opened  the  first  regular 
drug  store.  He  has  conducted  the  business  since 
’62  with  L.askey  brothers  as  the  'Co.,'  they 
having  bought  Pratt  and  Hinsdale's  interests.” 

Prior  to  Gee’s  time  two  peddlers  from  Mans- 
field, named  Bartlett  and  Cooper,  came  on  the 
suggestion  of  James  Purdy,  and  opened  a stock  of 
goods  in  a hut  which  stood  near  the  south  end  of 
Main  street.  If  we  except  the  Indian  traders, 
they  were  the  first  to  engage  in  mercantile  bus- 
iness here.  Francis  Hinsdale,  who  was  a clerk 
in  Hollister’s  store  at  Perrysburg,  came  a year  or 
two  after,  with  a small  stock  of  dry  goods,  notions, 
groceries  and  hardware,  so  that  the  commercial 
be  ginnings  were  made  before  Gee  established  his 
store  at  this  point. 

M’atcr-poiccr  and  Mills. — John  A.  Graham, 
built  a mill-race  and  dam;  a sawmill  was  built, 
and  a set  of  bulirs  for  grinding  corn  added  to  it. 
h-nianuel  Arnold  built  and  operated  the  only  tan- 
nery ever  in  the  viliagc^  or  township.  Hutchin- 
son opened  a hotel,  at  which  the  young  people 
of  the  settlement  were  wont  to  meet  in  social 
dances,  much  to  the  elation  of  the  boozy  descend- 
ants of  the  Ottawas,  who  yet  hung  about  the 
white  settlements.  In  1836.  James  Purdv,  then 
a lawyer  in  active  practice  in  Mansfield,  bought 
thf‘  water  privilege  at  the  head  of  the  ripiids  from 
John  Graham.  Purdy  had  traveled  through  the 

Maumee  region  as  early  as  1822.  It  was  through 
18 


his  intluence  that  Bartlett  & Cooper  came  from 
Mansfield  with  th-e  first  stock  of  merchandise. 
The  keen  eye  of  Purdy  saw  that  a proprietorship 
at  the  head  of  such  povver  would  be  a good  in- 
vestment, but  it  was  just  at  this  time  that  the 
Miami  and  Ivrie  canal  was  being  established  from 
Cincinnati  to  Toledo,  and  it  is  probable  that 
Purdy  saw  that  the  slack  whiter  at  the  head  of  the 
rapids  must  furnish  the  water  for  the  canal  from 
that  point  to  Toledo,  and  if  he  became  proprietor 
of  the  water  privilege  he  could  dictate  terms  to 
the  great  corporation,  which  he  did  do  in  after 
years,  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  Grand  Rapids. 
Great  excitement  was  created  through  the  Bea- 
ver Creek  settlements  in  1S45  action  of 

the  board  of  public  works,  in  attempting  to  de- 
stroy Purdy’s  rights  as  owner  of  the  darn  and 
water  power  at  Gilead,  by  building  a dam 
just  above  Purdy’s  and  deflecting  the  current  to 
the  north  of  Island  No.  2 and  through  the  canal. 
The  citizens  of  Gilead  turned  out  one  night  and 
cut  the  canal  dam,  andi  so  restored  the  water 
power  to  Gilead  mills.  ,A  compromise  was  finally 
effected,  by  the  State  constructing  what  is  called 
the  “Gilead  canal”  from  the  State  dam  to 
Purdv's  mill  race.  The  whole  .works  costing  the 
State  over  $20,000,  and  by  this  means  making 
Gilead  a canal  pvort.  Purdy  built  a gristmill  and 
! in  1848,  water  was  let  into  the  Gilead  canal,  and 
business  again  picked  up  for  there  were  good 
gristmills  and  sawmills,  and  the  merchants  could 
pav  high  prices  for  all  kinds  of  prodiuce,  for  the 
canal  gave  them  means  of  putting  the  produce  of 
the  country  into  market. 

Traders  of  the  ‘ ‘ Fifties.  " — Among  other  res- 
idents of  the  “fifties”  may  be  named  Cloud 
Bro's.  hardware  and  tin  shop,  about  1855. 
George  Gries,  an  old  German  who  started  the 
first  tin  shop  in  the  town;  Fancher  R Abbott, 
blacksmiths,  1855;  Bucklin  & Gunn,  dry-goods 
store  and  a.sherv,  1854;  Fisher  N Gruber,  .grist- 
mill, 185C;  Da'dd  Failor,  blacksmith.  1854;  Mc- 
Donald R Beales,  sawmill,  and  Pratt  tv  Mead, 
grocery.  1855.  Dr.  Harvey  Burritt,  referred  to 
in  the  chapter  on  the  iucdical  protossion,  re- 
moved to  Maumee  in  1852;  a lawyer  referred  to  in 
the  chapter  on  the  Bench  and  Bar  wa.s  also  here. 
Old  citizens  vet  tell  of  Dr  Burritt's  long  and  dis- 
mal rides  througii  the  swamps  aiuk  forests  from 
Gilead  to  the  Hutchinson  settlement,  now  ( iia'lf  s 
! Corners,  or  to  the  Colll.-ter  1 laskins  settlomcnton 
the  Portage  river. 

Mel'>o)iald' s f.nterpri ses . - Scili  McDonald 
came  to  titlivul  m 185(2,  and  rented  the  w.uer- 
pt.nver  sawmill  reU'rred  to.  The  old  mill  stood 
i ver}  nearly  where  the  pulp-mill  now  stands,  ami 
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when  at  its  best,  with  its  tw  o old  upright  saws  at  ] 
work,  it  could  cut  3,000  feet  of  hardwood  luni-  ! 
her  in  a day.  McDonald  was  a public-spirited  ' 
man,  who  built  more  houses,  and  did  as  much  to  ' 
ad\  ance  the  material  interests  of  the  village  as 
any  man  w’ho  ever  lived  there.  After  Seth  had  ' 
run  the  old  water-mill  about  two  years,  his 
brother,  Clark  W.  McDonald,  who  lived  at  Weston, 
moved  to  Cdlead  and  went  into  partnership  with 
him  in  the  s;;iwmill.  In  1854,  Seth  McDonald  ; 
built  a steam  sawmill,  very  nearly  on  the  ground  : 
once  occupied  by  Sturgis’  livery  barn,  across  ' 
from  the  “Patterson  House,”  and  also  bought 
Samuel  Clymer’s  stock  of  goods  and  storeroom. 
His  store  burned  down  in  1856.  and  Seth  Mc- 
Donald moved,  to  Toledo.  C.  \\’.  McDonald  : 
rented  the  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek, 
and  another  at  Providence;  established  a line  of 
canal  boats:  operated  a lime  kiln;  conducted  the 
“Howard  Plouse,”  from  1854  to  1S56;  hired  a 
little  English  tailor,  and  established  the  first  tailor- 
ing shop  in  the  village;  hired  a journevman 
harness-maker,  and  established  a harness  shop; 
bought  John  Morrison’s  interest  in  a blacksmith 
shop,  hired  blacksmiths,  and  went  into  the  horse- 
shoeing and  repair  business;  hired  Dr.  Philo  in 
1854  for  si.x  months,  and  established  a medical 
department;  shipped  a lot  of  drugs  from  Cincin- 
nati in  1855,  and,  wdth  Dr.  Philo  as  partner, 
established  a drug  store,  which  he  sold  in  185S 
to  Beardsley  & Watson.  The  harness  shop 
was  sold  the  same  year  to  H.  J.  Pike,  and,  by 
degrees,  he  ridded  himself  of  his  manifold  busi- 
ness, and  moved  to  Weston  in  1863,  wdiere  he 
died  in  1895.  The  Purdy  sawmill  was  leased  by 
the  Wabash  Railroad  Co.  in  1855,  and  there  all 
the  timber  used  in  bridge  building  along  its  east- 
ern line  was  sawed. 

Sundry  Items. — The  hotel  building,  known 
now  as  the  “ Commercial  House,”  was  erected  in 
the  “forties,”  for  school  purposes.  The  con- 
tract was  awarded  to  William  Flynn,  who  erected 
it  on  the  plateau,  near  the  Methodist  church. 
When  the  present  brick  school  house  was  com- 
pleted, in  1878,  the  old  building  was  used  for 
town  meetings,  and  as  a Grand  Army  hall;  but  R. 
Patterson  purchased  it,  moved  it  to  the  site  of 
Arnold’s  tannery  and  refitted  it  for  hotel  purposes. 
The  hotel,  known  in  the  “eighties”  as  the 
“Yost  House,”  was  established  by  Robert  Mead, 
in  i860. 

Th(i  ferry,  referred  to  above,  the  owners  of 
which  are  named  in  the  gt-neral  histor_\',  ga\e 
place  to  a bridge,  which  maybe  said  to  have 
l)een  in  use  until  February,  1879,  wdieii  three 
spans  of  it  were  carried  away.  In  July,  of  that 


year,  the  present  county  bridge  was  construc- 
ted. 

The  contracts  for  building  the  Toledo  d:  Grand 
Rapids  narrow'  guage  railroad  were  awarded  in 
April,  1877,  by  D.  W.  H.  Howard,  Thomas 
Pray,  H.  B.  Shanks  and  B.  F.  Kerr,  the  direct- 
ors. On  June  28.  1877,  the  road  was  com- 
pleted southw'est  to  Waterville,  and  soon  after  to 
the  Rapids,  wdiere  a bridge  w'as  constructed,  as 
related  in  the  sketch  of  the  Clover  Leaf  railroad. 

The  first  shipment  of  grain  from  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Rapids  w'as  in  1825,  when  Ed.  How- 
ard, also  Peter  Manor,  wdio  settled  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the-  ri\'er,  took  a flatboat  load  of  corn, 
which  they  sold  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  WJayne, 
at  Detroit,  returning  with  a cargo  of  goods  and 
groceries  purchased  at  Detroit  and  Malden,  and 
being  over  two  weeks  in  making  the  trip.  Peter 
Manor  and  Ed,  Howard  were  both  traders  with 
the  Indians.  'There  was  quite  a trade  established 
up  the  river  from  the  east;  goods  from  Buffalo 
came  to  F'ort  Meigs,  thence  by  land  transportation 
or  light  boat,  to  Gilead,  where  they  were  loaded 
into  larger  boats,  and  so  carried  up  the  river  to 
Forts  Defiance  and  Wa\'ne,‘and  in  return  brought 
dowm  vast  quantities  of  peltries  and  valuable  furs. 
William  Pratt,  the  husband  of  Charlotte  How- 
ard, had  a large  warehouse  above  town,  from 
w'hich  had  been  transmitted  vast  stores  of  goods 
going  up  and  down  the  river.  In  1836,  a small 
steamboat  w'as  launched  in  the  deep  water  above 
the  Rapids,  and  made  regular  trips  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Auglaize,  and  in  high-w'ater  times  to  Fort 
Wayne.  To-day  a small  steamer  runs  up  to 
Napoleon,  but  the  upper  river  marine  of  to-day 
is  dedicated  to  pleasure  rather  than  to  trade. 

Incorporation , and  Ofjiciai  Lists. — The  peti- 
tion from  residents  of  the  towm  of  Gilead  was 
presented  to  the  commissioners  by  Dr.  A.  |. 
Gardner  and  G.  E.  Guyer,  December  5,  1855, 
asking  that  it  be  organized  into  an  incorporated 
village  to  be  called  Grand  Rapids.  In  March, 
1856,  the  petition  was  amended  so  as  to  read 
j “Gilead”  -aicc  “Graiul  Rapids,”  and  the  follow- 
ing described  territory,  “so  much  of  the  N,  E, 
J of  Sec.  7,  T.  5.  R.  9,  as  was  inchuicil  in  the 
I original  plat  of  Gilead,  aiul  the  se\'eral  subsequent 
additions  thereto.”  was  recognized  ak  a village. 
In  June,  1858,  some  contiguous  territor\  was  an- 
ne.xed.  C>n  September  5,  1856,  Emanuel  .\rnold 
i was  elected  nnwor;  .-\.  C.  Davis,  recorder; 
Thomas  |.  Sterling,  K.  B.  Mead,  William 
Gruber,  and  (lerirge  Hospelhorn.  ('(nnicihnen, 

' were  elected  to  serve  until  April,  i''37.  ,\t  that 

time  A.  J.  Gardner,  E.  .Vrnold  and  ,\lcorn 

were  clectcxl  councilinen.  Sterling  aiivl  Gu\er 
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l)cin"  rc-elected.  They  were  re-elected  in  1858,  j 
but  in  April,  1859,  new  officers  were  chosen.  ' 
The  following  lists  show  the  names  of  all  wlio  ^ 
have  filled  the  offices  of  mayor,  clerk  and  coun- 
cilrnen;  i 

The  mayors  of  the  town  were  Emanuel 
Arnold,  1856;  George  Laskey,  i S57;  A.  Sterling,  ! 
1859;  Jeremiah  Atkinson,  i860  to  1869;  James  J. 
\’orhes,  1869;  G.  P.  Hinsdale,  1870;  Dr.  A.  j.  , 
Gardner,  1872;  Levi  Sterling,  1873,  187;  and  I 

1890;  J.  M.  Metkeff,  1874;  B.  L.  Ashley'  1878  ' 
to  1884;  S.  G.  Robinson,  i884;HenryS.  Laskey,  , 
1886;  John  C.  Bucklin,  1892;  John  L.  Stevens,  I 
appointed  in  August,  1893;  and  L.  M.  Arnold,  ! 
elected  1894.  J.  E.  Stevens,  the  present  mayor,  ‘ 
was  elected  in  1895  and  1896.  The  office  of 
clerk  has  been  filled  by  the  following  named  cit-  , 
izens:  A.  C.  Davis,  1856,  and  i'859  to  1863:  ' 

George  Hospelhorn,  1857;  B.  L.  Ashley,  1S64;  , 
John  Campbell,  1868;  James  Kerr,  1872;  Robert 
A.  Snively,  1874,  n/Vc  Pike  who  did  not  qualify; 
George  A.  Bell,  1878;  Geo.  Hospelhorn,  1879;  ‘ 
Ale.x.  Williamson,  1884  to  [888;  A.  J.  Lriese,  i 
1888;  J.  K.  Plenderson,  1888;  E.  H.  Eckert,  : 
1890;  S.  T.  I^askey,  1S92;  Roswell  R.  Sherer,  | 
who  qualified  August  7,  1893;  and  Chas.  O. 

Brewster,  elected  in  1896.  i 

The  councilmen,  other  than  those  named,  ^ 
who  have  been  elected  since  April,  1859,  were  as 
follows;  I 

lSo9 — John  F'isher,  K.  B.  .Mead,  O.  C.  Carr,  J.  B.  .Sni\  ely,  T. 

j.  Stirling.  ' 

18(i0-()l  K.  B.  Mt-arl,  C.fo.  t luspelhorn.  Milo  Caton,  J. 

E.  Mc(3owdn,  O.  C.  Carr.  1 

18(i2— J.  K.  Huff,  G(jo.  Hospelhorn,  J.  B.  Snively,  T.  J.  . 
.Sterling,  O.  C.  Carr. 

1863 — j.  R.  Huff,  D.  A.  Avery,  J.  J.  \'orhes,  T.  J.  Sterling,  : 
O.  B.  Carr. 

1864  -J.  R.  Huff,  D.  .\v(.-ry,  j.  J.  \'orhes,  T.  J.  Sterling, 

R.  C.  O'Donnell.  j 

1865  -George  Hinsdale,  \V.  A.  Pryor,  Geo.  Ho.spethorn,  J,  J.  ' 

\'orhes,  R.  C.  O'Donnell.  : 

•1866 — \V.  A.  Pryor,  Delos  Pratt,  Jacob  Heeter,  Samuel  ; 
Vorhes,  J.  Gardner.  ; 

1867 —  George  Laskey,  Samuel  Bossard,  Jacob  Heeter,  T.J. 

Sterling,  J.  J.  Vorhes.  i 

1868 —  Win.  (iruber,  Lewis  Bi.irtel,  Jacob  Heeter,  T.  J.  Ster-  ^ 

ling,  J.  J.  \'orhes.  j 

IHC)'.) — Win.  Gruber,  Jeremiah  Atkinson,  D.  W.  Peughi,  T.  J. 
Sterling,  .S.  C.  Pike. 

187U  — William  Gruber,  1).  W.  Peugh  and  T.  J.  Sterling  c2  [ 
years),  J.  J.  Clark,  I.  Groff,  .M.  Keeheley  il  year). 

The  trio  elected  annually  since  1871,  are  i 
named  as  follows;  : 

— J.  .\tkinson,  Isaac  Groff  and  J.  H.  Metkeff.  ' 

1872— Jacob  Hackenherger,  .8.  C'.  I’lke  and  lesse  L.  Peueh. 
187;!  T.  I.  Sterling,  R.  Park,  Ci.  P.  Hinsd.tle  (2  yearsi,  [. 

M etkeff  ( 1 ye. in.  1 

I 'dl  — 11.  P.  Sluinks,  J.  L.  Peugh,  K.  I )onald.-on.  , 

187.1  j.  Heller,  T.  |.  Sterling,  E.  G.  L.iskey,  I 

l87(l_i[  p Shanks,  J.  L.Gillett,  I.  Hackenherger.  ' 

1877 — Jacob  Heeter,  I.ewis  Bortel,  1'.  |.  fatnling.  ! 

1878  J.  Hackenherger,  H.  B.  Pike,  Peter  \'ust.  ' 
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1879—  ]:icob  Hackman,  lacob  Heeter,  M.  Kcclu-lev. 

1880—  R.  H.  Housley,  H.  B.  Pike,  J.  L.  Peugh. 

1881  -W.  .Markloff,  H.  C.  Bortel,  Jacob  He<-ter. 

]s,so — Ddvid  Peugh,  Martin  Kechelc-y,  J.  X.  5'antiss. 

1888 — W.  Markloff,  H.  C.  Bortel,  H.  S.  I^askey. 

1884-  J.  .M.  Stump,  Geo.  j.  Ereiss,  John  Fovviand. 

1885  -1.  C.  Bhike,  G.  P.  Hensley,  (r.  P.  Hinsilale. 

188(1 — Crosby,  Justin  Jennings,  E.  Donald.son  (in  lulv, 
1886,  the  vote  for  Prohibition  Ordinance  was5i*,  .against 
it.  65). 

1887 —  James  S.  Foor,  W.  Slegginson,  Henry  P.  Shanks  i2 
years).  Geo.  L.  Hirlder  (1  year). 

1888 —  Jolin  C.  Bucklin,  Geo.  L.  Holder,  Frank  A.  Cru.s’ov. 
1889  R.  .-\.  Housely,  J.  S.  Foor,  Fred.  Heeti-r. 

1890 —  .S.  Cr.  Robinson,  E.  G.  Laskev,  Henry  .Sherer. 

1891 —  W.  Megginson,  A.  B.  Long,  .M.  Keeheley. 

1892— -S.  G.  Ri'hinson,  H.  C.  Bortel.  J.  S.  Lamb. 

1893 —  .M.  Keeheley,  Jerry  Huffman.  E.  Donaldson. 

1894 —  H.  J.  \'elter,  \Villiam  Box,  William  Schultz. 

Tlie  election  of  April,  1895,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  J.  E.  Stevens  JR.',  m.ayor,  who  re- 
ceived si.xty-seven  votes  against  C.  A.  Gary  CD.), 
who  received  fifteen  votes.  R.  Sherer  (R.J. 
clerk;  R.  A.  Housley.  H.  G.  Bortel  and  Israel 
Huffman  (Repubheansj,  council  llJCll  i William 
Mailey  (R. ),  street  commissioner;  and  Azor 
Thurscin,  treasurer.  In  the  spring  election  of 
1896,  Azor  Thurstin,  who  has  held  the  office  of 
treasurer  many  years,  was  re-elected;  Peter 
Snyder  was  elected  marshal;  E.  R.  Hopkins, 
Claud  Inman,  and  Geo.  Rooney  were  chosen 
members  of  the  council;  and  R.  B.  Salt/,  Wm. 
Megginson,  and  W.  K.  Evans,  members  of  the 
school  board. 

S/'ccial  Sc/iooi  District. — In  the  history  of  the 
township,  reference  is  made  to  the  pioneer  schools 
and  school  teachers.  The  old  record  of  Gilead 
School  District  dates  back  to  January  3!,  1830, 
when  the  voters  were  notified  to  meet  on  that 
day  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  or  against 
the  adoption  of  the  .Akron  School  Law.  There 
were  thirty-eight  votes  for  the  law,  and  fourteen 
contra.  On  Ifebruary  10  six  directors  were 
elected,  namely;  W.  Pratt,  George  Hospelhorn, 
A.  Sterling,  R.  B!  Mead,  William  P'!}!!!!  and 
John  Fisher.  That  board  appointed  .\.  J.  Gard- 
ner, J.  W.  Hamilton  and  J.  E.  McGowen  school 
examiners,  and,  in  March,  appointed  D.  .A.  .Awry 
teacher  at  a salary  of  $360  per  annum.  Mary  E. 
I^acy  was  then  teacher  of  the  j)r'mary  school. 
The  directors  of  this  special  district  are.  practi- 
cally, the  same  men  who  have  serVod  as  council- 
men  of  the  village,  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
report  their  names  here. 

In  September,  1875,  Donaldson,  Gillett, 
Williamson,  Bell,  Powell  and  Kerr,  members  of 
school  board,  and  the  contract  for  building  the 
present  school  house  was  a\\  ai deil  to  S.  X.  Beach. 
01  Perrysburg.  on  his  bid  of  ;?! 0,000.  In  .Maridi, 
1876,  Geoige  P.  I linsdale.  11.  P.  Shanksandl'.  ]. 
Sterling  were  elected  members  of  the  board.  In 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  ODIO. 


May  the  assessed  value  of  the  district  was  $304,- 
442,  on  wliich  a levy  of  four  mills  for  tuition  and 
four  mills  for  interest  on  school  bonds  was  made. 
In  December,  1876,  a 220-pound  bell  was  pur- 
chased. In  1S78  the  elegant  building  was  dedi- 
cated to  education.  David  Donaldson  was  clerk 
in  1 859;  succeeded  by  George  blospelhorn,  wlio 
served  until  1863,  when  A.  C.  Davis  was  ap- 
pointed. In  1864,  G.  P.  Hinsdale  was  appointed ; 
in  1869,  J.  N.  Mead;  in  1870,  G.  P.  Hinsdale; 
in  1875,  R-  F-  Kerr,  who  served  until  April, 
1882,  when  Alexander  Williamson  succeeded 
him.  In  iSSS,  F.  L.  Sheats  was  appointed;  but 
H.  P.  Shanks  succeeded  him.  In  1890,  G.  P. 
Hinsdale  signs  as  clerk;  but  D.  A.  Avery  suc- 
ceeded him  in  May  of  that  year,  and,  in  January, 
1891,  F.  L.  Sheats  held  the  office,  followed  by 
W.  F,  Kerr,  in  April,  1891;  J.  G.  Bucklin  in  Oc- 
tober, 1891;  B.  F.  Kerr  in  1893;  and  J.  S.  Foor, 
in  April,  1894. 

The  Post  Office  is  an  old  institution  at  the 
head  of  the  Rapids.  As  early  as  1822,  when  the 
Presbyterian  mission  was  organized  below  the 
present  village,  the  mail  carrier  passed  that  way 
at  intervals.  In  the  year  1S32  an  office  was  es- 
tablished under  the  name  “ Weston,  ” and  Ed- 
ward Ploward  appointed  postmaster  December 
15,  that  year.  During  Dr.  Burritt's  long  resi- 
dence there  he  was  postmaster  ("with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  term  beginning  March  30,  1837, 
when  John  W.  Culbertson  held  the  office,  then 
named  “Gilead”),  and  when  he  left  in  1832  the 
office  was  favored  with  at  least  one  mail  a week. 
When  Dr.  Gardner  came  to  reside  here,  in  1853, 
he  suggested  the  employment  of  a special  carrier, 
who  would  cross  the  river  to  Providence  dailv, 
and  return  with  the  mail  for  the  people  on  this 
side  of  the  river.  In  March.  1S6S,  the  name 
“Gilead  ” was  changed  to  “ Grand  Rapids.” 

Tires. — From  1850  to  the  present  time  the 
destruction  of  houses  in  the  village  by  tire  has 
been  often  chronicled.  In  October,  1887.  the 
Sturgess  livery  stable  was  burned.  The  lire  of 
December  28,  1888,  destroyed  Bucklin's  brick 
block  and  stock  of  hardware,  J.  K.  Heiulerson’s 
stock  of  dry  goods,  and  damaged  the  “Commer- 
cial House  ” and  Wolford’s  livery  stable,  the  total 
loss  being  estimated  at  .$15,000.  A few  large 
brick  buildings  have  taken  the  place  of  those  de- 
stroyed, and  the  lire  proved  a blessing  in  disguise. 

das  U'e/is.— The  Grand  Rapids  Natural  Gas 
tN  Oil  Co.  was  organized  September  23,  1887, 
with  B.  1'.  Kerr,  president;  G.  P.  Hinsdale,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer;  R.  A.  Ilousley,  1'.  A.  Cros- 
by, J.  C.  Blake,  William  Megginson  and  B.  1'. 
Kerr,  directors.  In  October,  J.  W.  Carrothers 


i began  drilling  No.  1.  On  December  10,  the 
I drill  entered  the  Trenton  at  1,640  feet.  At 
i 1,659  feet  the  well  was  shot,  and  a hea'.-y  tiow  ot 
j gas  responded.  Whthin  a few  weeks  the  well 
i exhausted  itself.  In  1889,  the  corporation  au- 
: thorized  bonds  for  $5,000  to  be  expended  in  drill- 
j ing  for  gas  and  laying  mains  in  the  principal 
I streets.  Of  this  sum,  $2,500  was  expended  in 
! drilling  Corporation  Well  No,  i.  That  well  pro- 
i duced  gas  for  a short  time,  when,  like  Company 
: Well  No.  1,  it  ceased  to  How,  and  the  casing  was 
I pulled. 

Churches. — In  1S33,  the  first  Methodist  class 
was  organized,  with  Samuel  \’an  Horn  as  leader. 
The  other  six  members  of  the  class,  as  recorded, 
were  Jacob  and  Catliarine  Macklin,  Mrs.  \ffin- 
Horn,  Sarah  Arnold.  Annie  Donaldson,  and 
; Mrs.  Rice,  who  was  tlie  mother  of  Samuel  and 
; Thomas  junkins.  This  was  the  planting  of  the 
j Methodist  Chur-ch  in  Weston  township,  and  the 
' organization  was  known  on  Conference  records 
: as  “ the  Gilead  Mission,”  in  charge  of  the  Perrys- 
burg  circuit.  During  1834,  the  Rev.  Flam  Da.y, 

‘ father  of  Elam  Day,  who  a few  years  since  prac- 
i ticed  law  in  W’eston,  was  the  preacher.  In  1835. 

; Rev.  Cyrus  Brooks  was  appointed,  and  in  1S37 
the  Church  became  a portion  of  the  regular  Per- 
rysburg  circuit  with  Rev.  Wesley  Shortis  as  pas- 
tor. In  that  year  the  first  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  at  the  log  school  house  in  Gilead,  Rev. 
i Leonard  B.  Gurley,  presiding  elder.  In  i 84S,  a 
house  of  worship,  the  first  church  in  the  town- 
ship, was  built  at  Gilead  by  the  combined  efforts 
of  Slethodists  and  Presbyterians,  neither  society 
bein  able  to  erect  a building  alone.  Col.  James 
McGeehan  gave  one-half  the  amount  necessary 
to  build  the  church  now  owned  by  the  Presby- 
I terian  Societv.  Samuel  Cl_\'mer,  John  Evers. 

I James  Conway,  A.  Alcorn,  J.  \\k  Condit,  Samuel 
Bossard  and  Edwin  'Fuller  were  the  builders.' 
The  Methodist  house  of  worship  of  the  present 
' day  is  a brick  structure,  erected  in  1880,  on  tiie 
i plateau,  above  the  planing-rnill. 
i In  October,  1862,  George  Mather  was  pastor 
of  the  Gilead  circuit,  which  emliraced  Gilead, 
Beaver  Creek,  We^tficld  and  Washington,  and  of 
’ which  Henry  Warner  'vas  recording  steward,  and 
' John  Graham,  presiiiing  elder.  , Sturgeon  class 
i was  added  in  1863,  Otsego  in  November  of  that 
; year:  Damascus  in  1864;  Weston,  Ellsworth  and 
! Lewiston  the  same  year,  o\er  which  circuit  Hor- 
! atio  S.  Bradle\' presideil  as'ehier.  In  18^)5,  fohii 
I I'ailey  was  preacber-in-charge.  In  Nc>vembei. 

; i8()5,  Duke’s  class  is  mentioned,  luit  nothing  is 
; said  of  Lewiston  and  Ellsworth.  In  i8(i0. 
James  White  was  pastor,  and,  in  1867,  E.  C. 
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Gavitt,  was  elder,  and  Kev.  D.  Bulle,  preacher- 
jn-charge.  In  1868,  Bamber's  class  is  noticed, 
and  in  1869  the  record  of  the  pastorates  of  James 
White  and  H.  \'anGund3’  are  recorded.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1869,  reports  from  Custar  and  Park's 
classes  were  made;  the  name  " Gilead"  was  writ- 
ten “ Grand  Rapids;  ' Charles  Hoag  was  named 
as  preacher-in-charge,  and  E.  M.  Warner  as  re- 
cording steward. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized 
September  18,  184S,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Crabb  ton 
foundation  placed  by  Rev.  Phillip  Condit),  \\'hen 
Ale.xander  Peugh  and  James  T.  Martin  were 
elected  ruling  elders,  and  Mr.  Condit,  pastor. 
The  first  members  included  the  elders  named, 
and  their  wives,  John  Carson  and  wife,  William 
Martin,  Sr.,  John  Rowland,  }r,,  Samuel  Kirken- 
dale,  and  their  wives,  witli  Sarah  Marks  and 
Sarah  Arnold.  In  1S53,  Mr.  Condit  led  a col- 
ony to  Oregon,  and  his  place  as  pastor  was 
taken  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Crabb.  Rev.  J.  H.  Lay- 
man became  pastor  in  1856;  Rev.  J.  \\’.  Hamil- 
ton, in  1858;  W.  H.  Reed,  i860;  D.  H.  Richard- 
son, 1862;  Robert  Edgar,  1865;  J.  E.  \'ance, 
1870;  M.  L.  Donahey,  stated  supply  1S75  to 
1881;  A.  E.  Baichley,  18S2  to  1884;  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Burrow,  from  July  18,  18S6,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1 888;  Rev.  J.  B.  Hawkins,  1890,  to  April. 
1894,  and  Rev.  C.  L.  Herald,  June,  1S95.  to 
the  present  time. 

The  list  of  elders  succeeding  the  first  elders, 
comprises  the  following  names:  Silas  Rowland, 

John  Campbell,  R.  Parks  (one  year),  J.  E.  Car- 
son,  Dr.  A.  J.  Gardner,  Thomas  D.  Avery,  B.  F. 
Kerr,  J.  E.  Stevens  and  Jesse  Trapp.  The  old 
house  of  worship,  erected  in  1848  by  this  society 
in  union  with  the  Methodists,  is  to-day  as  it  has 
been  since  1880,  the  property  of  the  Presbyte- 
rians of  the  village.  The  Union  Sabbath-school 
ceased  in  1880,  when  each  denomination  organ- 
ized separately. 

The  Gilead  United  Brethern  Church  pur- 
chased laiul  in  the  N.  E.  | Sec.  7,  T.  5.  R.  9, 
on  February  i i,  1862,  from  James  Purdy.  The 
society  has  now  a good  church  building.  Since 
i88o,  when  the  Union  Sabbath-school  was 
abolished,  the  United  Brethren  have. carried  on  a 
purely  denominational  school,  which  has  a large 
attendance. 

1 he  old  Baptist  Society  worshiped  in  various 
hiiildings  until  its  dissolution.  Elder  Brown  was 
hie  old-time  organizer  and  preacher.  Late  in 
the  “fifties.”  I'hK.-r  rurner,  a resident  of  Portage, 
visited  the  Church,  and  for  a while  it  was  [>rosper- 
"<is.  During  the  wai',  the  society,  like  that  of 
I’errysburg,  dissolved. 


' Stcrct  and Boicvolcnt  Societies. — Grand  Rap- 

; ids  Lodge,  No.  289,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  was  organ- 
! ized  under  dispensation  July  31,  1856,  and  char- 
■ tered  October  23-,  that  year,  with  Alvah  Gillett, 

< Samuel  Blythe,  E.  Arnold,  J.  Gardner,  O.  C. 
Carr,  John  Edgar,  S.  A.  Bacon,  S.  H.  Steed- 
man,  Daniel  Barton,  .Emilus  W'ood  and  E.  R. 

* ^Vood,  members.  The  masters,  since  organiza- 
I tion,  are  named  as  follows;  S.  .A.  Bacon,  1S56- 
59,  and  1862  and  1866;  O.  C.  Carr,  1859-61, 

‘ 1863  and  1870-71;  T.  J.  Sterling,  1S64,  1S69, 
1873,  1874  and  1877;  D.  A.  Avery,  1865;  Milo 
; Caton,  1867;  A.  J.  Gardner,  1868  and  1872; 

I Alex.  Williamson,  1875,  1876,  i88r,  1883,  1884, 

: and  1891;  Lewis  Borlel,  1878.  1879  and  18S0; 
j S.  L.  Irwin,  1882;  |.  A.  Backus,  1885,  1886  and 
! 1887;  R.  B.  Saltz,  1 888,  1889,  1 S90,  1892  and 
IS93;  J.  S.  Benschoter,  1894  and  1895.  The 
: secretaries  have  been  S.  H.  Steedrnan,  1856  and 
1858;  A.  J.  Gardner,  1857,  1S70  and  1876;  J. 
Dwyer,  i860;  D.  ,A.  .Avery,  1861,  1S62  and  1863; 
O.  C.  Carr,  1864;  J.  J.  \’orhes,  1865,  1867, 

1 863  and  1871  ;C.  E.  Vorhes,  1869;  J.  S.  Ben- 
schoter, 1873;  George  A.  Bell,  1874;  C.  C. 
Sterling,  1877  and  1886;  J.  L.  Gillett,  1878;  E. 
Donaldson,  1879;  L.  D.  Heller,  iS8oand  1881; 

; F.  M.  A'oung,  1882;  W.  Callihan,  1SS3;  Alex- 
ander Williamson,  1885  and  1SS7;  J.  C.  Buck- 
lin,  1894;  J.  .A.  Backus,  18S4,  i8S9to  1893  fin- 
i elusive)  and  1895.  In  May,  1895,  there  were 
fifty-one  members,  who  owned  the  lodge  building 
erected  in  the  “sixties.” 

\ Turkey  Foot  Lodge,  No.  529,  I.  O.  O.  I'., 
was  chartered  July  27,  1872,  with  the  following 
members:  D.  Peugh,  Thomas  J.  Lake,  L. 

I Bortel,  R.  Parke,  John  A.  Lake,  A.  Mead,  Ham- 
I ilton  Lake,  Thomas  Scott,  J.  W.  A’antiss,  J.  N. 
i A’antiss,  Jacob  A'antiss.  The  first  noble  grand 
j was  D.  W.  Peugh.  and  the  recording  secretary,  J. 

.A.  Lake.  The  past  grands  are  named  as  follows: 
i I).  W.  Peugh,  1872;  Lewis  Bortel,  1873 -.James  P. 

' Ragan,  1874;  and  J.  L.  Gillett  and  R.  B.  Saltz, 

: 1875;  H.  B.  Pike  and  John  Ward,  1876;  T.  L. 

Wood  and  Eli  Culbertson,  1877;  1-!'  Culbertson 
I and  George  W.  Shepard,  1878;  \\h  E.  Kerr  and 
Peter  Hockman,  1879;  J.  B.  Wheeland  and  G. 
N.  Mosier,  1880;  G.  L.  Holder  and  W.  E.  Kerr, 
1881;  C.  E.  Rowland  and  M.  L.  Heller,  1882; 
J.  G.  Markley,  18S3;  R.  B.  Saltz  and  Charle.' 
I Kerstetter,  1884:  R.  .A.  Housley  and  N.  N.  Kun- 
kle,  1885;  Edward  Hopkins  and  J.  S.  I'oor,  1886: 
Joseph  Shull  ami  E.  L.  Sheets,  1887:  Azor 
Thurstin  and  J.  K.  Henderson,  1888;  William 
McCauley  and  .M.  Stocking,  1880;  William 
Finkenbinder  and  J.  .A.  Backus.  1890;  .A.  B. 
Long  and  H.  C.  P>ortel,  1891  ;W.  K.  Evans  and 
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George  E.  Miller,  ]892;  T.  D.  Avery  and  W.  I). 
Kerstetler,  1S93;  C.  F.  Patton  and  B.  F.  Box, 
1894;  F.  \V.  Crosby  and  \\’.  S.  Patton,  1895. 
J.  S.  F'oor  was  elected  permanent  secretary  in 
1888,  and  has  served  since,  except  one  term. 
There  were  fi[ty-se\en  members  in  May,  1895, 
who  owned  a half  interest  in  the  W.  F.  Ken- 
brick  building  of  1886,  in  which  their  hall  is. 

Rapids  Encampment,  No.  240,  I.  O.  O.  P'., 
was  chartered  May  2,  1S88,  with  j.  A.  Backus, 
Azor  Thurstin,  R.  A.  Housley,  Eli  Culbertson. 

G.  F.  ffolder,  J.  K.  Henderson,  \V.  PA  Kerr, 
John  H.  Stover,  R.  B.  SaUz,  Fewis  Bortel,  E. 

H.  Hopkins,  Win.  McCauley,  J.  S.  P'oor,  M.  A. 
Ducket,  R.  J.  Eger  and  C.  M.  Fizer,  members. 
The  patriarchs  are  named  as  follows;  J.  A. 
Backus,  1888;  R.  B.  Saltz  and  Eli  Culbertson, 
1889;  Azor  Thurstin  and  Lewis  Bertel,  1S90; 
George  L.  Plolder  and  J.  H.  Sto\er,  1891; 
Charles  Kerstetter  and  W.  D.  Kerstetter,  1892; 
].  S.  P'oor  and  \Vh  U.  Kerstetter,  1893;  L.  \\h 
Crosby  and  C.  P'.  Patton,  1894;  C.  M.  Fiser  and 
George  E.  Miller,  1895.  The  first  scribe,  J.  K. 
Plenderson,  was  succeeded  in  i8S9by  Dr,  Backus, 
who  has  served  since  that  time,  and  is  now  grand 
senior  warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  The 
number  of  members  is  forty-five. 

Grand  Rapids  Lodge,  No.  289,  K.  of  P.,  was 
chartered  April  20,  1888,  with  G.  F.  Markloff 
(I),  P.  C. ; A.  Pilliod  f2),  C.  C.  ;W.  B.  Carr  (34 
W.  A.  Watson  (\2),  F.  Heeter,  S.  T.  Laskey, 

J.  C.  Bucklin,  PMward  Hanna,  C.  O.  Brewster 

and  E.  L.  Vanscoder,  officers  in  order  of  rank, 
with  Adam  Bell  (7),  Adam  Keller,  Hi  Ludwig, 
Daniel  Carr,  George  Hersh,  Eph.  Swanson,  J.  K. 
Nelson,  John  Rock,  O.  C.  Robinson,  }.  D. 
Parke,  Lee  Stump,  Mel.  Robinson.  R.  B. 

Grafton,  Cash.  Gibson,  Frank  Van  Horn,  Alex. 
Donaldson,  T.  J.  Grisell,  G.  Walgenbach,  C.  C. 
Sterling,  J.  D.  Bresler,  W.  Van  Tassel,  H. 
Cramer,  Fred  Krill,  and  K.  Bowser.  The 
names  marked  1,2,  3,  7,  and  12,  served  as  chan- 
cellor commanders,  with  PL  A.  Hanna  lor  the 
fourth  term,  W.  D.  Kerstetter  (5),  E.  A.  Mc- 
Lain (6),  J.  S.  Miller  (8),  J.  S.  Lamb  (9),  L.  L. 
Stump  (10),  Whirren  Brown  (n),  Frank  Thorle\- 
(13),  and  Win.  Miller  (14).  The  office  of 

K.  of  R.  eSc  S.  has  been  occupied  bv  the  following 
named  members:  Geo.  P'.  Markloff,  J.  ('.  Buck- 
lin, S.  T.  Laskey,  E.  A.  Hanna,  R.  Sherer  ami 
C.  O.  Brevvster.  Geo.  P'.  Walter  was  the  re- 
corder in  June,  1895,  when  the  lodge  had  thirtv- 
four  members. 

Jeptha  Tent,  No.  145,  K.  ().  T.  M.,  was  or- 
ganized L.  1).,  March  4,  1893,  and  under  charter 
of  October  19,  1893,  with  Wilbur  K.  Evans,  John 


■A  Backus,  Lorenzo  D.  Long,  Roswell  R. 
Sherer,  Azor  Thurstin,  James  H.  Williams, 
J.  A.  Backus  (M.  E.  i,  W.  .A.  Watson,  C.  P.  Pat- 
ton, Harvev  Sherer,  Byron  S.  Nefus,  V.  P.  Huff- 
man and  E.  E.  Pluffman,  officers  ranking  from 
P.  Sir  Knight  Commander  to  Sir  Knight  Picket, 
with  the  following  named  unofficial  members:  C . 
P'ulckemer,  P'.  A.  Chapman,  L.  1).  Judson, 
Frank  Garry,  Floyd  Huffman,  J.  S.  P'oor,  A\hll- 
iam  E.  Poling,  W.  A.  Ludwig  and  Charles  Lang. 
The  past  commanders  include  the  two  named 
above,  and  Lorenzo  D.  Long;  while  Roswell  R. 
Sherer  has  been  secretary  since  the  beginning. 
There  are  now  nineteen  members,  with  lodge 
room  iirHousley’s  Hall. 

Post  No.  75,  G.  .A.  J-L , was  chartered  March 
14,  1S67,  with  B.  P'.  Kerr,  David  Donaldson,  j. 
S.  Benschoter,  A.  D.  Newell,  PL  W’.  Isossard,  6. 
N.  Gunn,  M.  Caton,  \\h  H.  Wood,  M.  Kecheley, 
Carlos  \'orhes,  Wh  B.  Kerr,  J.  L.  Peugh,  E.  K. 
Hinsdale,  B.  M.  Campbell,  E.  D.  Grofi,  Samuel 
Holder,  W.  A.  Benschoter,  James  \\’hite,  Albert 
Shi\ely,  D.  W.  Peugh,  Henry  C.  Borcel  and  S. 
S.  Laskey.  This  post  ceased  work  in  1872. 

Bond  Post,  No.  24,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized 
December  8,  and  mustered  December  22.  1879. 
The  roster  of  the  original  members  is  as  follows; 
John  McLain,  B.  P'.  Kerr,  W.  R.  Barton,  R.  A. 
Snively,  P).  B.  Burwell,  |.  L^.  Snively,  P.  1. 
Groff.  S.  G.  Robinson,  P2.  Cru^’er,  E.  Donaldson, 
N.  P.  Sturgess,  T.  D.  Rowland,  Jolin  P.  Raton, 
and  Thomas  J.  Sterling,  Peter  Johnston.  Jr., 
Martin  L.  Heller,  Hiram  Fishbnrn,  Spencer 
Crowshaw,  Israel  Snyder,  Michael  H.  Head, 
Levi  Batt,  Thomas  Mawer  and  James  Barrett 
were  enrolled  members  prior  to  the  close  of  June, 
1880. 

The  commanders  are  named  as  follows;  John 
McLain,  1S79,  re-elected  in  1S80-81;  William 
Callihan,  elected  in  December,  1882;  John  Mc- 
Lain, 18S3:  S.  G.  Robinson,  1884;  John  Mc- 
Lain, 1885;  D.  P.  Knapp, ' 1 886 ; John  McLain, 
1887;  L.  A.  Kunkle,  elected  in  December,  1888; 
Alex.  Wdlliarnson,  1889  and  1 S90;  Jolm  McLain, 
1891-94,  and  T.  D.  Avery,  elected  in  December. 
1894.  In  a memorandum  made  by  the  present 
adjutant,  John  Katon  is  mentioned  as  com- 
mander in  1 889. 

The  adjutant.-;  were;  K.  A.  Snively,  1879. 
re-elected  in  1880,  and  servetl  for  several  years; 
J.  S.  Benschoter,  1888:  J.  Re_\  no'ds,  acting 
adjutant,  1891.  adjutant  in  1892;  f.  S.  Ben- 
schoter, 1894;  P.  B.  \\  idhice,  '894;  and  John 
McLain,  1895. 

Ga['t.  Tra[ip  t'amii  No.  485,  S.  of  , was 
chartered  Ma>-  22,  1891,  with  W.  H.  Richardson. 
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L.  D.  Long,  \V.  Katon,  G.  F.  Walters,  V.  P.  i them  existed  more  than  half  a decade.  In  Jan- 
Hiiffman,  A.  E.  McLain,  A.  K.  Nafus,  W.  E.  I nary,  i<S7i,  the  Sons  of  Temperance  organized  a 
Walter,  C.  A.  Rowland,  Ed  J.  Long,  A.  B.  lodge  here. 

Hersh,  IL  F.  Powell,  C.  B.  Cole,  P'.  G.  Nafus,  The  Union  League  of  Gilead  was  organized 
G.  E.  Hersh,  Orlo  Brown,  E.  O.  \\’allace,  May  30,  1863,  with  John  McKee,  president,  and 
George  Feather  and  Grant  Bearn  members.  James  Kerr,  secretary.  There  were  twenty-five 

Temperance  organizations,  under  one  name  male  and  ninety-nine  female  members, 
or  another,  liave  been  organized  here,  but  few  of 
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This  township  presents,  to  the  searcher 
after  knowledge,  a most  unique  subject. 
I Prior  to  1829,  the  soldiers  under  Hull 
made  their  way  through  its  forest  and 
marsh,  and,  before  them,  the  Indians  traversed 
the  tow'nship  on  their  trail,  from  Fort  Defiance 
to  the  site  of  Tiffin.  The  early  surveyors  pene- 
trated the  territory,  but  the  early  traders  and 
white  hunters  never  ventured  a visit,  for  it 
seemed  to  them  that  there  was  nothing  there 
which  the  Caucasian  might  covet. 

In  1829,  the  indomitable  pioneer  appeared 
among  the  trees;  ten  years  later  there  were  about 
125  inhabitants;  in  1840  the  population  was  213, 
by  1850  increased  to  321,  by  iS6o  to  454,  by 
1S70  to  685,  and  by  18S0  to  1,688,  including  the 
701  inhabitants  of  North  Baltimore.  Between 
June,  1880,  and  June,  1890,  the  number  of  in- 
habitants increased  to  4,496,  of  whom  there  re- 
sided at  North  Baltimore.  2.857. 

The  surve\'  of  the  exterior  lines  was  made  in 
'819,  by  Samuel  and  .-\lcxander  Holmes,  while 


the  sub-divisional  lines  were  surveyed  in  1821  by 
Worthington. 

Ten.  'ns/tip  !/ i na tiou .-NYhc  township  was 

(-“stablishcd  December  3,  1836,  and  the  first 

‘■'Ivction  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  the  tiiird 
Monday  of  that  nnanth.  On  the  day  named,  the 
'oters  assimibled  and  selected  the  following 
'lamed  olficials:  Trustees,  Henry  Shaw,Jabez 


Bell  and  Tobias  Shellenbarger ; treasurer,  George 
Carrel;  clerk,  Lewis  F.  Lambert;  assessor,  Amos 
Jones;  justice,  Newell  Bills;  constable,  Charles 
Grant.  The  election  was  held  at  the  house  of 
George  Carrel,  Section  35,  and  the  men  elected 
held  their  offices  for  several  terms  in  succession. 
Of  the  officers  given,  all  were  Democrats  except 
Jabez  Bell  and  Charles  Grant,  who  are  repre- 
sented to  have  been  Whigs.  Henry  thus  started 
as  a Democratic  township,  and  it  continued  to 
be  such  until  1884,  wlien  it  becajne  Republican. 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  township, 
the  inhabitants  of  Congressional  township.  No. 
3,  R.  10,  assembled  to  formulate  a petition  and 
to  agree  upon  a name.  Some  were  in  favor  of 
calling  it  Bell  townshi[i,  in  honor  of  Jabez  Bell,  a 
fat  and  jolly  farmer  who  lived  in  the  north  of  the 
territory,  and  others  were  favorable  to  calling  it 
Shaw  tow  nship,  as  a mark  of  esteem  for  Henry 
Shaw,  the  first  settler  of  the  territory  who  dweic 
in  the  southern  part.  After  much  discu.ssion.  it 
was  decideil  that  Bell  and  Shaw  should  proceed 
to  1 YHT3’sburg,  the  county  seat,  with  the  leport 
of  the  organization,  aiul  that  the  township  sluaiid 
be  named  after  the  one  wdio  arrived  there  first. 
The  meeting  was  held  on  a Saturday,  and  it  was 
understood  tlnit  the  report  sh.ould  reach  Perr\s- 
burg  on  Mondaw  Sometime  during  Sunday 
night.  Bell,  witli  a view  to  “stealing  a march 
on  Shaw,  mounted  a horse  and  rode  leisureh'  oti 
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toward  the  county  seat.  On  Ids  arrival  in  Per-  ; 
rysbur”'  the  nc.xt  nioruiri'^,  the  first  man  he  met 
was  Shaw.  A comirarison of  note.s  developed  the  j 
fact  that  the  latter  had  started  afoot  sometime 
during  Sunday  afternoon,  and  had  walked  all 
night.  So  the  township  was  named  “Henry,” 
after  Shaw,  some  objection  appearing  to  the  use 
of  his  family  name. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFICIALS. 

Owing  to  the  incomplete  condition  of  the 
township  records,  it  is  found  impossible  to  give 
all  the  officials  under  date.  Mr.  Marron,  who 
in  February,  1895,  made  a thorough  effort  to 
compile  a history  of  the  township  and  villages, 
failed  to  find  the  old  minute  books  of  the  trus- 
tees, but  from  interviews,  he  obtained  information 
on  which  he  based  the  following  list  of  officers; 

Tntsiccs:  John  Wallace,  John  Davis,  W.W. 

Wile}’,  Da\'id  Ackerman,  Peter  Freyman,  George 
Schaffer,  Wm.  hlough,  F'rederick  Dealer,  Lil- 
burn  B.  Rogers,  Peter  Freyman,  John  L.  Rogers, 

J.  C.  Myers,  O.  H.  Fellers,  Harmon  Longbrake, 
Hugh  Campbell,  Fergus  Ilughes,  John  J.  I'aylor, 
Win.  Gibson,  James  Thrush,  Isaac  Akerman, 
Henry  Freyman,  George  Copus,  Hirairi  Beatty, 
John  Kile,  Andrew  Katzenberger,  John  Buchanan 
and  Henry  Carrel. 

Clerks:  Lewis  F.  Lambert,  Jackson  Wal- 

lace, B.  1..  Peters  (14  years),  W.  C.  Peters, 
John  Ruckman,  John  F.  Clayton,  Hugh  Camp- 
bell, Dr.  W.  T.  Thomas,  W Hughes,  Frank 
Taylor,  D.  E.  Peters,  John  DeLong  and  John 
Ebersole. 

Treasurers : George  Carrel,  Henry  Rasely, 

Henry  Carrel,  B.  L.  Peters,  Paul  Hough,  Frank 
.Clark,  Jacob  Katzenmeyer,  John  Knoke  and 
Michael  Henning.  [Geo.  Carrel  was  treasurer 
from  1839  to  1845;  Henry  Carrel  was  treasurer 
in  1846:  Henry  Rasely  in  1S48;  and  S.  McCrory 
from  1 856  to  I 859.] 

Assessors : Arnos  Jones,  Henry  Carrel,  Silas 

Foster,  B.  L.  Peters  fii  years),  Samuel  Edgar, 
Fergus  Hughes,  B,  A.  Lawrence,  D.  E.  Peters, 
J.  B.  Todd,  Hugh  Campbell,  Frederick  Dealer 
and  Paul  Hough. 

Since  Mr.  Marron  made  that  list,  documents 
in  the  county  auditor's  office  have  given  up  the 
following  names  of  the  trustees,  with  dates  of 
service:  Hiram  Bigelow,  Lewis  I'.  Inunbert  anrl 
Tobias  Shellenbarger,  1841;  Samuel  McCrorv, 
Harlow  Brotiks  and  Tobias  Shellenbarger,  1843. 
with  Jabez  Bell,  clerk;  Levi  Edington,  A.  .-\/en- 
baugh  and  Jabez  Bell,  1846,  with  L.  F.  I.am- 
bert,  clerk;  John  Davis,  Peter  I'reyman 
and  A.  Azenbaugh,  1848-51,  witlt  Jackson 


Wallace,  clerk,  from  1830  to  April,  1853;  J(.)hn 
Davis,  Robert  M.  Yonker  and  iJavid  Ackerman, 
1852,  with  B.  L.  Peters,  clerk,  in  1S53-59;  L.  B. 
Rogers.  John  Da\is  and  William  Hough,  in  1858; 
George  Shaffer,  David  Ackerman  and  William 
Hough,  in  i860,  with  John  F.  Clayton,  clerk; 
Ackerman  and  Schaffer  with  1'.  Dealer,  in  1861, 

I and  B.  L.  Peters,  clerk ; and  Ackerman,  Schaffer 
j and  L.  B.  Rogers,  in  1862,  with  H.  Campbell,  clerk; 

‘ Peter  Freyman,  J.  C.  M\ers  and  George  Schaffer, 
1864,  and  John  L.  Rogers,  with  Messrs.  Frey- 
man and  Myers  in  1865-66  and  1867.  The  trus- 
tees who  signed  the  tax  levies  from  1868  to  1879, 
are  named  as  follows;  William  Hough  and 
Peter  'Freyman,  186S;  Fergus  Hughes,  H.  Long- 
brake  and  Hugh  Campl)ell,  1S69;  John  .Apple, 
C.  R.  Thomas  and  J.  C.  Alyers,  1870-71,  with 
W.  C.  F'eters,  clerk;  Fergus  Hughes,  J.  Buch- 
anan and  Jacob  Ackerman.  1872;  Henry  Carrel 
and  H,  W.  Sterling,  1S73,  witli  Abraham  Hamp- 
shire, clerk;  J.  J.  Faylor,  in  1S74;  John  Buch- 
anan, John  Marshall  and  J.  C.  Myers,  1S73. 
with  Dr.  W.  T.  Thomas,  clerk ; Paul  Hough  and 
I J.  L.  Rogers,  1S77,  with  George  J.  Barr,  clerk; 
Paul  Hough,  J.  L.  Rogers  and  Jolm  Marshall, 
1878,  with  W.  T.  Thomas,  clerk;  and  J.  L. 
i Heminger,  with  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Marshall, 

' in  1879. 

In  the  matter  of  justices  of  the  peace.  New- 
ell Bills  qualified  in  1838;  Jazeb  bjell  in  1843; 
Henry  Rasely  in  1851,  ser\ed  until  1863;  B.  L. 
Peters,  1861  to  1892;  Peter  Freyman.  1861  to 
1S69;  Israel  Smith,  1869;  John  \Ak  Ebersole. 
1870;  Henry  Carrel,  1872-75;  John  J.  Faylor, 
1875  to  1884;  James  Porter,  1875;  George 
Barnd,  1877;  Frank  Taylor,  1880;  Josiah  Noble, 
j 1884;  Lewis  D.  Arnold,  1886,  to  present  time; 

' Benton  J.  Leathers,  1892,  and  W.  H.  Caster, 

1895- 

Newell  Bills  was  clerk  in  1S41;  L.  F.  Lam- 
; bert  was  assessor  in  1842;  W.  A.  Lininger,  in 
1844;  Silas  Foster,  in  1846;  Jabez  Bell,  in  1848; 
Henry  Rasely,  in  1850;  while  in  later  years, 
II.  P.  Eaton  and  John  Marshall  were  assessors. 
In  1 896  the  elections  resulted  as  follows:  For 

I trustee,  W.  E.  Deibley;  clerk.  J.  M.  De  Long; 
assessor,  N.  N orth  Baltimore  jn'ecinct.  (>ei.>. 
Copus;  S.  North  Baltimore  precinct.  Geo.  D. 

' Chase;  and  Hammansburg,  Silas  d'abor.  Con- 
stable, David  Helfrich  ami  S.  P.  Beverlin. 
School  trustees,  II.  I're_\tnan,  W.  Ducat,  G. 
Eiting,  H.  A'oglesong.  \\k  C.  Peters,  and  John 
Haem 

Pioneers.  — Henr_\'  Sh.iw  came  from  \ irginia 
in  1829,  and  entered  eighty  acres  in  the  south- 
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east  corner  of  Section  30.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  settler  of  the  township,  and  to  have 
done  the  first  clearing  of  any  resident.  Some  | 
clearing — about  thirty  acres — was  done  in  Sec- 
tion 30,  before  the  coming  of  Shaw,  by  a German,  ! 
who  came  from  the  East  and  disappeared  after  I 
a short  stay.  Besides  clearing  the  thirty  acres, 
the  mysterious  visitor  “ deadened  ” a large  area 
of  timber,  and  the  tract  has  since  been  known,  in 
the  neighborhood  as  “The  Dutchman's  Deaden- 
ing.” Shaw  moved  to  Indiana  along  in  the 
“fifties,”  where  he  later  served  in  the  State 
Senate.  Flis  son,  Henry,  who  was  born  in 
Henry  townsliip,  has  been  twice  arnember  of  the 
Indiana  House  of  Representatives. 

George  Carrel,  who  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county,.  Penn. , and  who  had  been  a resident 
for  some  time  in  Richland  countv,  Ohio,  entered 
120  acres  in  Section  33,  in  1S32,  and  there  he 
died  in  1846.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carrel  nine 
children  were  born,  only  two  of  whom  now  sur- 
vive— Elizabeth,  wife  of  Capt.  Howard,  of  Eind- 
lay,  and  an  e.\-army  officer  and  an  ex-treasurer 
of  Hancock  county,  and  Henry  Carrel,  now  of 
Hancock  count}',  who  was  a commissioner  of 
Wood  county  from  1875  to  1S81.  Eor  many 
years  Henry  Carrel  lived  in  Henry  township.  In 
1884,  having  met  reverses  of  fortune,  he  went  to 
South  Dakota,  where  he  remained  four  years. 
In  1889  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  settled  on  a 
fine  farm  three  miles  from  McComb.  Eewis  F. 
Eambert  came  to  Wood  county  with  the  Carrels 
in  1832.  At  that  time  he  was  fifty  years  old,  and 
had  served  sixteen  years  as  a sailor  in  the  Russian 
navy.  In  an  engagement  with  a ship  of  France, 
a mast,  in  the  top  of  which  Eambert  was  at  work, 
was  cut  down  by  a cannon  bail  with  the  result  of 
precipitating  the  sailor  violently  to  the  deck  of 
the  vessel,  and  fracturing  his  skull  so  severely  that 
he  never  fully  recovered. 

Charles  Grant,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
who  had  resided  in  Richland  county  for  a time, 
became  a settler  in  1834.  taking  up  forty  acres  in 
Section  34.  He  died  in  1892,  leaving  two  sons 
— Henry,  a lumber  dealer  of  North  Baltimore, 
and  Samuel,  a farmer  li\  ing  near  .\hna.  Adam 
and  Daniel  Grosser  were  also  from  Richland 
county,  coming  in  1834.  .Adam  entered  eighty 
acres  in  Section  35,  and  Daniel  fort}’  acres  in 
Section  34.  Adam  went  to  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa, 
in  1854,  and  Daniel  died  in  Henry  township  in 
1870,  his  widow  lolhjwing  him  in  1890. 

Nelson  Copus  and  Reason  Copus  were  from 
Kichland  count} , coming  in  1835.  Nelson  en- 
tered 120  acres  in  Section  36,  aiul  m.'ide  his  home 
there  until  iSGti,  when  he  removed  to  Tennes.see. 


In  1 830  he  established  a gristmill  on  the  bank 
of  Portage  river  (Rocky  Ford  branch),  within  the 
present  limits  of  North  Baltimore.  In  Tennessee, 
Mr.  Copus  established  a mill  on  a larger  scale, 
wdiich  he  conducted  until  he  was  overtaken 
by  financial  reverses.  In  1874,  he  returned  to 
\\Tod  county,  and  settled  near  Bradner,  where 
he  died,  in  1876.  Reason  Copus  entered  eighty 
acres  in  Section  36,  and  died  there  in  i860. 

I .Amos  Jones  was  a New'  Englander  who  took  up 

I eighty  acres  in  Section  26.  in  1835.  He  remained 
until  1840,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan. 
New'ell  Bills  w'as  a resident  of  the  township 
about  fourteen  years,  and  occupied  forty  acres  in 
Section  35.  Fie  went  to  Nebraska  in  1850, 
Tobias  and  Moses  Shellenbarger  came  from  Rich- 
land county,  in  1833,  entered  land  in  Section 
34.  Many  years  ago  they  removed  from  MT'od 
county,  and  are  now  living  near  Cold  water,  Mich- 
igan. 

Jabez  Bell,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  settled  in 
Henry  township  about  1836,  taking  up  forty  acres 
in  Section  35.  In  1 849  his  son  was  crushed  under 
a falling  tree  one  Sunday  morning,  while  coon- 
hunting, and  soon  after  Mr.  Bell  died.  His 
home  W’as  the  principal  stopping  place  for  trav- 
elers. F5eing  a joiner,  he  made  coffins  as  well  as 
doors,  window-sash,  looms,  tables  and  bedsteads, 
dealt  in  tools,  and,  moreover,  was  the  principal  ar- 
bitrator in  neighborhood  misunderstandings.  The 
family  then  moved  to  Richland  count}’.  James 
Howard  was  a Kentuckian,  who  settled  on  160 
acres  in  Section  26,  in  1836.  In  1853  he  re- 
moved to  Hancock  county  after  the  death  of  his 
wife.  Richard  Morgan  came  from  Morgan 
county,  Ohio,  in  1836,  and  entered  forty  acres  in 
Section  34.  A few’  years  later  he  joined  the 
Mormons  and  went  west.  In  the  historic  fight 
at  Nauvoo,  Ilk,  he  w’asbadly  injured,  and.  w’hen 
the  Mormons  w’ere  dri'  en  out  ot  Illinois,  he  went 
with  them,  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  on  the  ice. 

Adam  Rail  was  a New  A’orker  who  came  tir 
the  new’  township,  in  1838,  and  entered  eight}’ 
acres  in  Section  3-j..  All  further  record  of  him  is 
unobtainable. 

Henrv  McCauley  was  an  almost  direct  arrival 
from  Ireland  in  1838.  He  entered  eighty  acres 
in  Section  34,  and  remained  there  until  1848, 
when  he  removed  to  near  Eostori.i.  w’here  he 
died.  He  w’as  the  father  of  Judge  McCaule}’.  oi 
Tiffin,  and  of  three  daughters,  all  of  wlicun  were 
school  teachers,  and  are  lu’iw  dead.  Jonathan 
W'ells  w’.is  one  of  the  early  settlers,  but  there  i.- 
no  further  record  of  him  than  th.U  heenteied  i2i> 
acres  in  Section  23,  about  1838.  Joshua  Bart- 
lett, the  blacksmith,  luul  a sho[>  in  tlie  tore.-t ; 
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Joseph  Gobel,  who  lived  witli  ’Squire  Bell,  was  a 
noted  'sower  of  grain  and  breaker  of  oxen,  while 
Travis,  Scott,  Purkey,  Morrow,  Deining,  Rob- 
erts, and  Caskey,  were  equally  stanch  pioneers 
of  this  township. 

Land  Ihiycrs. — The  first  purchasers  of  gov- 
ernment land  in  Henry,  who  located  their  cabins 
in  this  county,  are  named  as  follows: 

Samuel  McCrory,  E.  S.  E.  Sec.  1,  Nov.  29,  ISoo. 

Thoina.s  Calahaii,  .S.  E,  p S.  4,  Nov.  10,  INK;. 

Benjamin  S.  Read,  N.  '+  .S.  12,  Oct.  2S, 

Michael  I.omracre,  W.  S.  E.  E .S.  14.  Mav  12,  l.S:lU. 

David  Ackerman,  1',.  N.  E.  E S.  14,  (4ct.  12.  18-K;. 

Uriah  M,  Erank.s,  W.  ,S.  PE  E S.  22,  .Marcli  24.  3 -'''24. 

Reuben  P' ranks,  PE  S.  W.  E 8.  22,  March  24,  i2;u. 
Christoiiher  .Miller,  PE  .S.  E..  E 8.  2:1,  P'eh.  17,  lS2ti. 

James  Copus,  PE  S.  PE  E 8.  27>,  .\ue.  27,  1221. 

Wtesley  Co|)us,  N.  W'.of  .S.  PE  E S.  25,  June  14,  1824. 
William  Wiley,  E.  N.  PE  E 8.  27,  Jan.  U,  1824. 

Samuel  Cross,  W.  N.  W.  E 8.  21,  Dec.  12,  182(i. 

.Stephen  Arnold,  S.  \\ . .S.  PE  E 8.  21.  ret.  ior  t;i.';  in  1852. 
Elias  Price,  .S.  IE  of  N.  PE  E 8.  22,  Nov.  Ill,  1828. 

Ceorge  Carrel,  S.  E.  of  S.  PE  S,  22,  Sep.  21.  1222. 

Eewis  S.  LamP'ert,  N.  E.  of  S.  WE  E 8.  24,  A[)i'il  20,  182:1. 
Simeon  Archer,  W.  S.  5\‘.  S.  :j’5,  May  2,  18:42. 

Thomas  Metcalf,  PZ.  N.  PZ.  W.  S.  25,  .-\ug.  22,  18:J2. 

Nelson  Copus,  N.  PZ.  N.  W.  E .8.20,  June  14,  18:’>4. 

Plenty  and  William  Campbell,  N.  PZ  E 8.  24.  Sej).  17.1 824. 
Andrew  Campbell,  N.  of  ,S. W.  and  N.  of  S.  PZ.  .8.  24,  Se[).  17,':>4. 
Hugh  Campbell,  N.  W.  E 8.24,  Sep.  17,  1S:.!4. 

Henry  -Shaw,  PZ.  S.  E.  .8.  20,  P'e-b.  21,  1821. 

I'a/crs  of  iSyg. — The  thirty  male  inhabitants 
of  the  township,  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
in  1839,  arc  named  as  follows;  Hiram  Bigelow, 
Henry  Beeson,  jabez  Bell,  Joshua  Bartlett, 
Newell  Bills,  Daniel  Grosser,  John  Grosser,  Adam 
Grosser,  George  Carrel,  Nelson  Copus,  John 
Gobel,  Charles  Grant,  Lewis  Jones,  Levi  Jones, 
John  Kelley,  Lewis  Lambert,  Samuel  McCrorv, 
David  Morrow,  Christopher  Miller,  R.  C.  Mor- 
gan, Edwin  Musgrove,  William  Musgrove,  Fran- 
cis Oetny,  David  Ackerman,  Jacob  .Auviter, 
Christopher  Rail,  flenry  Shaw,  Moses  Shellenbar- 
ger,  Tobias  Shellenbarger,  Richard  B.  Wall. 

The  men  named  opened  the  forest  to  civiliza- 
tion, and  must  undoubtedly  be  credited  with  mak- 
ing the  beginnings  of  tliis  advanced  division  of 
the  county.  A number  of  these  were  present 
when  the  township  was  organized  and,  f(jr  years 
afterward,  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs, 
as  well  as  in  the  agricultural  development  of  their 
township. 

hirst  I'/iinys. — The  first  death  was  that  of  a 
child  of  George  E.  Carrel,  m 1833.  The  first 
marriage  in  the  township  was  that  of  Samuel 
Howard  and  Ivlizabeth  Carrol,  in  1836.  The 
first  frame  house  was  erected  by  George  Carrel 
on  Section  35,  in  1842.  The  first  store  was 
started  by  Samuel  MetZrory  at  Wo(jdl)ur_\,  in  tiie 
extreme  northeastern  corner  of  the  townsh.ip,  in 
1837,  and  Mr.  McCrory  was  the  first  postmaster 


and  the  first  hotel  keeper.  The  first  physician 
was  Dr.  William  Wiley,  who  came  from  Fairfield 
county  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Section  26.  He 
married  a daughter  of  Jabez  Bell,  and  moved  to 
the  vicinity  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  in  1850.  The  first 
gristmill  was  established  in  1834,  by  John  Bee- 
son, on  the  bank  of  the  Portage  ri\er  (Rocky 
Ford),  within  the  present  limits  of  North  Balti- 
more. It  was  at  first  run  by  horse  power,  but 
was  later  changed  to  a water-mill.  Thomas 
i Whitelock  carried  it  on  in  later  years  until  it  was 
abandoned.  John  Beeson  built  a mill  also  on 
Ten-Mile  creek,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  re- 
moval to  Wisconsin,  where  he  died  years  ago. 
The  first. orchards  planted  were  those  of  George 
Carrel,  Charles  Grant  and  Tobias  and  ^^oses 
Shellenbarger.  These  were  planted  in  1835, 
stock  coming  from  Jonathan  Chapman,  of  Mans- 
field, known  to  fame  as  “Johnny  .\ppleseed, ” 
who  is  said  to  have  traveled  a great  deal  over 
this  country  in  the  early  days,  in  an  engagement 
of  starting  orchards  and  sowing  the  seeds  of 
medicinal  plants  for  tlie  benefit  of  posterit}’.  The 
first  road  was  one  of  the  traces  of  the  army  of 
Gen.  Hull.  When  the  army  entered  what  is 
I now  Henry  township,  it  traveled  on  both  sides  of 
the  Portage  river,  or  Rocky  Ford  as  it  is  called. 
Near  the  Bloom  township  line,  the  section  of  the 
army  on  the  east  bank  crossed  over  and  joined 
that  on  the  west.  A remarkable  fact  about  the 
traces  is  that  nothing  will  grow  in  them  except 
coarse  grass,  until  they  are  plowed. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  township  the  deer, 
wild  turkey,  raccoon,  bear,  muskrat,  wolf  and 
lynx  were  often  to  be  encountered.  B.  L.  Peters 
was  the  last  to  kill  a lynx  in  Henry  township. 

Schools. — A.  T.  Glaze,  writing  from  Murray, 
Neb.,  to  fhe  Times,  under  date  July  22,  1893, 
says: 

The  tir.'it  school  in  hlenry  township  was  tam;ht  in  hiT 
own  house,  for  one  dollar  a week.  1>\'  ''.\unt  Charitv  ' Relhv 
wife  of  Joint  Kelly,  d.uizh.ter  of  John  Beeson.  Let  me  sav 
here,  parenthetically,  from  which  you  may  make  local  men- 
tion, if  you  desire,  that  “.\unt  Charity"  Ki-lly,  one  of  tlte  best 
of  God's  noble  women,  lomr  one  of  tlie  residu  nts  of  Wood 
and  H.incock  counties,  died  of  cancer  .it  Okonee,  Neb.,  on 
July  12,  1S'.I5,  at  tlu'  ;ize  of  eiirhty-six  vears.  l-Zvervbod\'  in 
your  locality,  in  the  olden  time,  knew  hertis  ".\tint  Ch.iritv." 
-8he,  with  her  hu>band,  John  Kelly,  lived  on  what  was  the 
Jim  Howard  pl.ice,  .ind  there  she  taiicht  scl'.ool  for  c>ne  dol- 
lar ;i  week,  the  tirst  school  in  the  township.  The  first  school 
house  was  ;it  the  Corner  east  of  tlu' above,  ;md  lohn  D\c.  of 
\’.in  Buien,  w.is  the  llrst  te.icher  in  it,  .8ub.^equentlv  that 
school  house  w.is  moved  to  ne.ir  'I'hos.  .McC'liutock's,  I’.alf  ,i 
mile  itorth,  and  the  writer  of  these  lines  tau'.tht  thi'  lii’st  school 
m it  iit  tlu-  new  location.  The  school  Iioum',  not  t.ir  trom  the 
junction  ol  I’ortaze  .ind  Ten  .Mile,  u.is  built  lom;  .liter  the 
abov  e.  Henry  C.irrel  wei.t  t.'  school.  ,md  l.iiutht  in  it  and 
knows  aliout  it.  .\nios  Roberts,  .\aron  liow.ird  .tnd  (i.irner 
Whitelock  weri'  .imong  the  e.ii'K  te.ichers, 
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Marron,  and  published  in  77u'  Tiiiics,  in  1S95, 
it  is  said: 

OM  I'fsicK'nls  dis;i<trtje  when  an<l  where  tlie  first  scliool 
was  tirld.  b.  L.  Peters  says  Mark  Thompson  was  the  first 
(e.ieher;  that  his  lempJe  ot  learnintc  was  in  Section  ‘iti,  and 
ihat  tlie  term  heyoin  and  ended  in  is.’jfi.  Henry  Carrel  says 
the  first  school  liouse  was  established  in  in  the  south- 

west corner  of  Section  'J4,  on  the  John  Davis  land,  now  owned 
hv  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  ami  that  the  first  teacher  was 
|.)hn  Dye,  of  Hancock  county,  who  originally  came  from 
Virginia.  One  referred  to  the  first  school  which  was  proba- 
bly held  in  ;i  priwite  house,  and  tlie  other  to  the  first  school. 
The  lii'St  school  consisted  of  about  ‘Ih  or  ‘_’f>  [mpils,  and  the 
rom[>ensation  of  the  teaclier  was  “ten  dollars  a month  and 
boaid  iirouml.” 

A valuable  paper  on  the  early  schools  of  this 
township  was  found  among  documents  in  the  1 
auditor's  office,  in  J\fa_\',  1895.  It  is  the  school  ’ 
census  of  1 843. 

^ . t 

The  enumeration  made  in  October,  1843,  by  : 
Newell  Bills,  then  township  clerk,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing names  of  pupils  in  the  four  school  districts  | 
of  that  period: 

Districi  No.  I. — James,  Samuel,  Daniel,  ! 
Lewis,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  and  Lida  Ann  Mc- 
Crory;  Sarah,  Susannah,  Almena  and  Rachel 
Roberts;  John,  William  and  Christian  Freyman;  ! 
Douglas,  Martha  and  Lucy  Bigelow;  George  and 
Elizabeth  Lininger;  George  A.  Longaker;  Henry 
and  Frederick  Hannen;  Jacob,  Frances  and  Mary  ' 
Aukerman,  and  Michael  Anviter.  Total,  21.  ; 

District  No.  — Amos  and  Hannah  Jones;  ’ 
John,  James  and  Mary  McCauley;  William,  Henry 
and  Josiah  Boyer;  John,  ^fary  and  Emily  Miller; 
Mary  and  Lydia  Ann  Atteney;  Betsey,  Julia  Ann 
and  Daniel  Musgrove;  Abzada  Morrow,  and 
James,  Charles  and  Cornelius  Howard.  Total,  19. 

District  No.  j.  — Robert,  Jesse,  Martha,  Lucy 
and  Anna  Caskey;  John,  Jalson,  Mary  and  Mar- 
garet Rayt.  Total,  9.  | 

District  No.  j. — Stephen,  Albert  N.  and 
Sarah  \Vh.  Bills;  Orwell  and  I^elight  Morgan;  ' 
Esther,  Harriet,  Catherine  and  Belinda  Grant ; i 
Henry,  Peter,  George,  Almira  and  Emiline,  chil- 
dren of  Tobias  Shellenbarger;  Christian,  Maiv 
and  Catherine  Crosser,  children  of  Daniel ; Joseph  ' 
Gon  of  John)  Crosser;  Samuel,  Philip,  Jacob, 
Mary,  Sophia  and  Susan,  children  of  Moses  Shel-  : 
lenbarger;  John,  David,  James,  Tobias.  Lydia, 
Amy,  Margaret,  Nancy  and  Elizabeth,  children  of  | 
Mary  I ^incicum : Henry  and  Isabel  Carrell ; Cynthia , 
John,  Ann  and  Maria  Dickerson;  I.,ewis,  Stephen 
Marg’t,  Betsey,  Hettie,  Barbara.  Cassia  and  Mary 
Jane  Crosser,  chiKlren  of  John  Crosser:  Daniel, 
hilas,  Lewis,  Delilah  and  Betsey,  children  of 
Adam  Crosser;  William,  Jacob,  ,M:itthew,  John, 
James  1).,  Susannah,  Christiana,  Eliza bcch,  Mar- 
garet and  Rebecc.i.  chddrcn  of  Matthew  Scott; 
Betsey  and  Melia,  cfiihlren  of  Thomas  White- 


lock;  Jacob  Copus,  and  Jabez  Bell’s  children — 
Miranda,  Phmbe  and  Jane  Bell.  Total,  63. 

Hunters. — A reference  to  the  gvcneral  histor\- 
of  the  county  will  tell  of  the  early  iiuntcrs.  Here 
a reference  may  be  made  to  a hunt  of  1843.  One 
morning  Lycurgus  and  Josiah  Millbourn  started 
for  the  windfall  in  the  southern  part  of  Liberty 
township,  to  hunt  coon;  there  had  been  a slight 
fall  of  snow  the  night  before.  They  soon  struck 
a bear  trail;  the  tracks  showed  that  one  old  bear 
and  three  cubs  had  passed  along  the  trail.  The 
hunters  determined  to  get  more  help  before  pur- 
suing the  game.  They  got  a large  white  dog  of 
Samuel  McCrory,  that  was  “game;”  at  Peter  Frey- 
man’s  they  got  two  more  dogs,  five  in  all.  Uncle 
Peter  loaded  up  his  double-barrel  gun,  and  went 
along.  Near  where  the  Magill  school  house  now 
stands,  the  dogs  treed  two  of  the  cubs.  When 
the  hunters  came  up,  the  bears  commenced  to 
back  down  the  tree;  Josiah  Nfillbourn  now  sent  a 
bullet  through  the  head  of  one  of  the  bears;  Ly- 
curgus shot  the  other,  breaking  the  jaw.  A 
lively  fight  then  took  place,  between  the  wounded 
bear  and  the  five  dogs,  but  another  shot  soon  set- 
tled the  cub.  Upon  following  the  trail  of  the  old 
bear,  they  found  that  she  had  made  a circle  and 
had  stood  up,  with  her  forepaws,  on  a log  and  wit- 
nessed the  fight,  but  she  soon  took  to  ilight.  The 
cubs  were  the  size  of  a large  dog,  and  were  fine 
meat. 

As  has  been  stated,  B.  L.  Peters  killed  the 
last  hm.x  seen  within  the  limits  of  Henry  town- 
ship. It  was  a great  preser\  e for  large  game  un- 
til the  sawmill  and  railroad  men  appeared  in  the 
woods,  and,  even  later,  the  hunter  could  find 
profitable  employment  until  the  oil  men  dashed 
impetuously  through  the  township. 

\’illao;cs. — The  villages  of  the  township,  out- 
side North  Baltimore,  are  Eberly,  an  oil  town: 
Hammansburg,  a sawmill  and  stave  village; 
Den\er,  an  oil  town;  Lawrence,  a railroad  sta- 
tion, about  two  miles  north  of  North  Baltimore: 
and  the  new  hamlet  called  “ Slabtown,”  near  the 
northern  township  line. 

Hammansburg  was  surveyed  by  W.  H.  Wood, 
for  William  Hammond  and  Jacob  Ackerman, 
I'ebruary  28,  1873.  It  became  at  once  the  scat 
of  the  stave  manufacturing  industry,  and  a factor 
in  clearing  the  land  of  its  thick  covering  of  burr- 
oak,  elm.  hickory,  white-ash,  sycaniore  and  wal- 
nut. On  April  14,  1885,  Foster  N:  Noble's  stave 
works  were  burned,  $15,000  worth  of  [moperty 
destroNcd,  and  fort}'  persons  left  without  employ- 
ment. The  hultiui  well,  which  came  in  on  De- 
cember 8,  1880,  caused  a stampede  tn  this  ])art 
of  the  township,  ami  introduced  an  era  in  winch 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


the  old  lumber  industry  played  but  an  insignifi- 
cant part.  In  May,  1876,  the  post  office  of 
Woodbury  was  moved  to  Hammansburg. 

Denver  was  surveyed  by  David  Donaldson 
for  George  D.  Chase,  in  April,  1875,  on  the  line 
of  the  B.  & O.  railroad,  one  mile  west  of  North 
Baltimore.  The  latter  village  had  the  start, 
built  no  less  than  roe  dwellings  in  the  two  years 
preceding  April,  1875,  and  continued  in  the  path 
of  progress  without  recognizing  the  new  town  of 
Denver,  which  became  less  as  the  older  town  in- 
creased. The  Denver  well,  drilled  in  1889,  won 
attention  for  the  village,  and  it  is  said  yielded 
$84  per  diem  to  the  owner  of  the  town  from  its 
production. 

Eberly  is  an  oil  towm  with  its  main  street 
lined,  on  each  side,  by  frame  cottages.  In  the  oil 
belt,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  center  of  a rich 
agricultural  district,  it  is  a busy  handet. 

Slabtown  is  a modern  place  in  point  of  time, 
but  very  ancient  in  its  con\'eniences.  and  in  the 
manners,  customs  and  habits  of  ’ its  residents. 
The  oil  development  of  1895,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Burnett  sawmill  in  the  vicinity,  must 
be  credited  with,  the  e.xistence  of  such  a hamlet. 

Woodbury. — In  May,  1S76,  Woodbury  post 
office  w'as  discontinued.  It  w'as  established  in 
Bloom  township,  in  1835,  with  Samuel  Heller  in 
charge.  He  lived  on  the  farm  which  S.  Ham- 
man  owned  in  1876,  while  yet  the  office  was 
called  “Rocky  Ford.”  A few  years  later,  it  was 
moved  to  McCrory’s  tavern,  or  W'oodbury,  where 
Gen.  Thompson  attem.pted  to  establish  a town. 
Joseph  Thompson  was  appointed  postmaster,  but 
he  W'as  succeeded  by  Samuel  McCrory.  In  1858, 
Joseph  Madden  succeeded  McCrory,  and  the  of- 
fice was  moved  to  the  Madden  cabin,  one  mile 
south  of  the  tavern.  Chauncey  Gordon,  named 
in  the  history  of  Bowling  Green,  was  the  mail- 
carrier.  For  weeks  the  sack  w’ould  be  empty, 
so  that  on  one  occasion,  McCrory  mailed  a chip, 
which  proved  a turning  point  in  the  fortunes  of 
the*  office;  for  every  mail  afterward  brought  a 
letter. 

The  Frame  House  at  Woodbury  was  built  by 
Gen.  Thompson,  as  the  first  house  on  the  town 
site,  on  the  Fiberty  side.  A log  house  for  store 
purposes  was  built  on  the  Henry  side,  in  1835, 
wherein  Joseph  Thompson  kc[it  store.  Neither 
of  the  buildings  are  standing,  fire  having  reduced 
them  to  ashes.  A number  of  stories  are  told  alioiit 
the  Frame  House,  not  the  least  of  which  relates 
to  its  habitatif)!!  bv  witches.  It  was  at  one  time 
occupied  by  Jf>hn  Clever  and  his  sister,  at  an- 
other time  by  eciuallv  notorious  citizens  until  fire 
swe[)t  it  away.  It  was  reported  that  a peddler 


named  Nirnms  was  killed  there,  and  that  his 
spirit  haunted  the  place. 

Churches. — The  first  religious  impressions 
were  made  by  the  Mormon  missionaries  late  m 
the  “thirties,”  when  one  or  more  families 
embraced  Joseph  Smith’s  teachings  and  accom- 
panied their  teachers  to  Illinois. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was 
organized  in  the  winter  of  1846-47,  w’as  the  first 
church  in  the  township.  The  first  meeting  was 
held  at  the  house  of  James  Howard,  in  Section 
26,  and  the  first  members  were  Charles  and  Mrs. 
Grant,  Thomas  and  Mrs.  McClintock,  James  and 
Mrs.  hloward,  and  some  few  others  whose  names 
can  not  -now  be  recalled.  There  was  no  minister 
at  that  time,  and  the  members  would  take  turns 
in  {ireaching. 

Mount  Harmon  Society,  of  the  Evangelical 
Association,  in  Henry  township,  was  organized 
in  june,  1883,  the  signers  of  the  articles  being 
H.  Mb  Sterling,  Fergus  Hughes,  Carlierine  Ster- 
ling, Elizabeth  Sterling,  Anton  Sieber,  D.  S. 
Thrush  and  Barbara  Siver. 

The  United  Brethren  Church,  southwest  of 
Hammansburg,  has,  like  that  of  the  Methodist 
and  Evangelical,  a house  of  worship  and  a small 
membership. 

In  the  old  \-illage3  of  Hammansburg  and 
Denver,  classes  of  one  church  or  another  have 
been  organized  and  disl/anded,  and  re-organized 
and  disbanded.  Secret  societies,  too,  have  grown 
up  for  a season  and  fallen  to  decay.  In  religious 
matters  it  is  now  difficult  to  tell  where  the 
Christian  ends  and  the  pagan  begins;  for,  in  this 
township,  a large  number  of  the  inhabitants  revel 
in  adiaphorisrn. 

CHI  and  Gas. — Henry  township,  since  1 886, 
has  been  chiefly  noted  as  an  oil  field,  and  to  the 
discovery  of  gas  and  oil  it  owes  its  remarkable 
growth  of  the  last  decade.  The  first  oil  well  w as 
struck  in  1886  on  a lot  now  known  as  the  Madden 
property,  on  Second  street,  in  North  Baltimore. 
The  well,  which  was  owned  by  a company  of 
I local  men,  was  tubed  June  10,  1886.  and,  though 
there  was  a fair  flow  of  oil  for  a time,  it  did  not 
prove  as  {iroliiic  as  was  e.xpected.  The  first  big 
well  was  the  Fulton  on  tin;  Fulton  farm,  three 
miles  north  of  North  Baltimore.  The  tlowing 
commenced  on  December  8,  1886.  and  was  esti- 
mated at  seven  hundretl  and  twimty  barrels  a da\'. 
The  I'ulton  proves  the  best  paying  well  ever 
drilled  in  the  township,  and  is  still  a good  pro- 
ducer. In  1887  the  Henning  well,  which  tlcwed 
five  hundred  barrels  a day  at  the  >tart,  was 
drilled,  and  was  soon  followed  bv  tb.e  b'aniu 
Peters  well  No.  1,  on  the  I'anny  Peters  farm. 
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uboiit  one-quarter  of  a mile  east  of  the  Fuiton 
well.  The  latter  was  good  for  two  hundred  bar- 
rels a day,  and  is  still  a fair  producer.  From 
this  well  was  taken  the  first  oil  put  into  the 
tanks.  Several  hundred  oil  wells  have  been 
drilled  since  i8S6.  and  some  of  them  are  prolife 
producers,  which  have  enriched,  and  are  enrich- 
ing, many  men  who  were  poor  ten  years  ago,  and 
scarcely  dreamed  of  the  good  fortune  in  store  for 
them.  I'he  frst  gas  well  in  f lenry  township  was 
ilie  Peters  well,  drilled  by  C.  C.  Conroy,  on  the 
Peters  farm,  wdthin  the  limits  of  North  Baltimore. 
Gas  was  struck  in  October,  i8(S6,  at  a depth  of 
1,128  feet,  and  about  twenty-one  feet  in  the 
Trenton  rock,  fts  fow  was  estimated  at  the 
start  at  3,  590,000  cubic  feet.  Twenty-four  gas 
wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  corporation  in 
all,  and  all  are  owmed  by  the  village.  In  1890 
the  original  well  w'as  a good  producer,  while  the 
newer  wells  gave  promise  of  immense  supplies  of 
fuel.  The  Ivnterprise  Window  Glass  Works, 
the  Zihlman  Flint  Glass  Works  and  the  North 
Baltimore  l^ottle  Works  were  suggested  by  the 
Conroy  developments,  and  the  enterprise  of  the 
townspeople  did  the  rest.  Indeed,  it  is  question- 
able if  that  enterjirise  did  not  lead  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  oil  reservoirs  of  the  township:  for  in 
1885  the  capitalists  of  the  village  began  to  organ- 
ize for  work. 

NORTH  B.\LT1.\10RE. 

The  town  of  North  Baltimore  may  be  said  to 
have  been  suggested  by  the  construction  of  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad.  Though  a gristmill 
was  constructed  wdthin  its  present  boundaries,  as 
early  as  1834,  by  Thomas  Whitelock — though 
the  pioneers  of  Secs.  26  and  35  appieared  in  the 
wdlderness  at  that  time,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  such  men  as  B.  L.  Peters,  Levi  Tarr, 
Jacob  Dirk  and  George  Franks  had  occuptied  the 
site  for  many  years — nothing  was  done  toward 
town-building  until  the  iron  way  had  been  placed, 
and  the  w'histle  of  the  locomotive  had  reminded 
the  land  owners  of  their  Oj)portunity  and  of  their 
duty.  On  April  25,  1874,  the  plat  of  the  \illage 
of  New  Baltimore  ^vas  recorded  for  B.  L.  Peters, 
tile  ow'ner.  On  the  day  after,  P".  }.  Frazier’s 
survey  of  Tarr’s  addition  was  filed  for  record; 
then  followed  the  plat  of  Jacob  Dirk's  addition 
and  many  others,  until  at  one  time  it  would  ap- 
y>ear  as  if  the  town  builders  would  cover  all  ! 
Henry  tow  nship  with  survey  stakes  and  buildings, 
so  great  were  their  ambitions,  and  so  thorough 
their  laith  in  the  location.  The  first  enumera- 
tion for  the  United  States  Census,  made  in  1880, 


I credited  the  village  with  70!  inhabitants;  in  1 Sqrj 
i the  piopulation  was  2,857. 

The  petition  of  eighty-one  residents  for  the 
incorporation  of  North  Baltimore  was  presented 
I December  10,  1873.  by  H.  F.  Eaton  and  W.  L. 
Yates.  The  commissioners  granted  the  jirayerof 
the  pietitioners  on  P'ebruary  7,  1876.  In  1887, 
a good  deal  of  territory  was  anne.xed,  and  since 
that  time  many  blocks  have  been  surveyed  and 
built  upon. 

The  mayors  of  the  village  since  1876  are 
named  as  follows:  B.  L.  Peters,  1876  to  1878, 

and  i88o  to  1882;  L.  I).  .Arnold,  1878  to  1S80, 
and  1.882  to  1884;  H.  H.  Bordman,  1884  to 
1886;  Dr.  William  T.  Thomas.  1S86  to  1890, 
and  1894  to  1896;  Frank  P.  Clark,  1890  to 
1892;  H.  L.  Huddle,  i S92  to  1894;  and  lir.  M. 
D.  Reasoner,  i 896. 

The  clerks  of  the  village  from  1876  to  1896 
are  named  in  the  following  list;  William  T. 
Thomas,  1876;  G.  B.  Smith.  1878;  ].  B.  Wilson, 
1S80;  T.  W.  Carr,  1882;  J.  W.  Hughes,  18S3; 
J.  R.  Turnpaugh,  1884;!.  M.  Justice,  18S8;  J.  K. 
'Willick,  1890-96.  It  is  said  that  G.  B.  Smith 
! filled  the  office  of  clerk  between  1886  and  1888, 

: but  the  ordinance  book  does  not  show  the  name 
at  that  time.  The  election  of  .April,  189:,  re- 
sulted in  a tie  vote  for  E.  S.  .Anderson  (R.)  and 
! G.  W.  Ewing  (D.),  each  receiving  153.  Lots 
I w'ere  drawn  to  decide  the  election,  when  E.  S. 

! Anderson  won,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  1896. 
The  election  of  councihnen,  in  1895.  resulted 
in  the  choice  of  J.  H.  Pote,  who  received  209 
; votes;  S.  P.  Beverlin,  167;  G.  S.  Cha.se.  181; 

; and  W.  S.  Decker,  108.  .All  are  Republicans. 

1 The  highest  Democratic  vote  cast  was  107  for 
John  Schatzel,  and  the  highest  Prohibition  vote 
I was  46  for  AAA  P.  AA’hitzel.  The  council  of  Cen- 
tennial year  comprised  fohn  Tarr.  D.  Dillinger. 

M.  E.  Pease,  Solomon  Zarbaugh,  .A.  Barnd  and 

N.  B.  Holdsworth.  In  1896.  1).  |.  Sloan.  Heniw 
Campbell,  Hugh  Campbell  and  AVilliarn  Rodgers 

I were  elected  cuuncilmen. 

I he  gas  trustees,  elected  in  i895,were  |.  B. 
Dirk,  G.  AAA  AA'ilkinson  and  P.  AAA  Connell,  all 
Republicans.  One  Democrat,  R.  J.  llindall.was 
! chosen  ;is  cemetery  trustee.  recei\  ing  186  votes, 
j against  158  cast  for  his  Republican  opiionent. 

Paul  Hough,  the  first  treasurer,  was  succeotled 
by  Mahlon  Carr,  he  by  Jeff,  Richcrcek,  the  treas- 
urer in  i8i;5,  and  he  1)_\-  f.  AAA  Borough,  electeil 
in  1896. 

The  marshals  ha\e  been.  S.  Zimmerman. 
George  Mills,  .\.  DeLong,  AAA  H.  Kr.itz  'two 
terms),  John  AAA  AA’eavor,  Charles  Zorn,  John 
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Coletncin,  jacob  M.  llelfricli,  William  McCurdy, 
and  Scott  Reese,  wlio  was  elected  in  1896. 

In  1896,  G.  C.  Dotson  and  Frank  Helfrich 
were  elected  members  of  the  school  board. 

The  principal  acts  of  the  council  embrace  the 
purchase  of  the  Conroy,  Duke  R'  Myers  gas  plant, 
or,  rather,  their  interests  in  the  Peters  lease,  with 
its  equipnient,  June  18,  1S87,  for$io,000,  when 
Mayor  Thomas  and  others  urged  the  passage  of 
a special  act  to  enable  the  village  to  invest  $12,- 
000  in  gas  works;  the  building  of  the  City  Mail 
in  1890,  for  $5,925;  the  pavement  of  Broadway 
and  other  streets  in  1892-93;  the  construction  of 
main  sewers,  authorized  in  August,  1S92;  and  the 
construction  of  water  works  in  1890.  The  tax 
levy  in  June,  1894,  was  twelve  mills.  This  in- 
cluded three  mills  for  light,  three  and  one-fourth 
for  sinking-fund,  and  three  for  water.  The  paving 
and  sewering  of  the  town  was  carried  out  under 
the  special  assessment  plan,  on  that  very  equit- 
able basis  which  considered  the  benefits  to  the 
personal  property  owner  as  well  as  to  the  real-  | 
estate  owner.  i 

U'irst  Thin^^s. — The  first  newspaper,  estab-  ■ 
lished  in  March,  1875,  reached  No.  27,  of  \M1. 
IV,  before  its  removal  to  Bowling  Green.  It  is  | 
referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  the  Press,  where 
the  history  of  the  modem  newspapers  of  the  vil- 
lage is  given. 

The  first  brick  house,  in  the  village  or  town- 
ship, was  that  erected  by  John  Schatzel  in  1874. 
The  first  hotel  was  conducted  by  William  Witten, 
where  now  stands  the  Smith-Child  buildings. 
The  first  grain  elevator  was  built  in  1874  by  the 

B.  & O.  Co.,  and  the  beginnings  of  New  Balti- 
more were  made  before  the  name  was  changed 
to  North  Baltimore. 

The  railroads  are  referred  to  in  the  chapter 
on  Highways,  Railroads  and  Navigation.  It  may 
be  stated  here  that  the  North  Baltimore  and 
Welker  railroad  was  graded  in  1893  by  Hon. 
John  J.  Geghan,  the  object  being  to  connect  the 

C.  H.  & D.  branch  with  tlie  T.  N O.  C..  and 
thus  further  the  general  interests  of  the  town.  .A 
half  mile  of  the  road  was  made  ready  for  the  rails 
when  the  work  v.as  su'^pended. 

Schools.  — In  i860,  the  first  frame  school 
building  in  this  townshii)  was  erected  on  the  site 
of  the  Dirk  block,  by  B.  H.  Peters,  contractor, 
at  a cost  of  $550.  The  contractor  was  the  first 
teacher.  In  1875  or  1876,  that  house  gave  way 
to  a larger  building,  the  construction  of  which 
angered  many  citizens  who  dechired  it  too  l.irge 
and  too  expensive  for  the  place.  The  first  buihi- 
ing  was  moved  twice,  and  is  now  a dwelling  house 
on  Margaret  avenue;  the  second  is  .Shank  N j 


Sponslcr's  \vagon  shop.  In  :8S5,  the  lirst  of 
the  three  large  public-school  houses,  of  the  pres- 
ent day,  was  erected.  Two  modern  buildings 
have  been  added  until  the  actual  value  of  school 
property  to-day  exceeds  $50,000.  In  April, 
1895,  enrollment  was  860.  fi'he  first  school 
board  comprised  George  B.  Smith.  Thomas  Wit- 
ten, William  Yates,  George  Barnd,  L.  D.  Arnold 
and  Jacob  Katzenmeyer.  In  May,  1S95.  S.  d'. 
Reed,  L.  Wooster,  Mrs.  N.  Schaffer,  C.  H.  Stew- 
art, L.  D.  Arnold  and  Miller,  formed  the  board. 

Fire  Department . — volunteer  fire  coinpam- 
was  organized  in  1877,  with  B.  L.  Peters,  fore- 
man. The  village  provided  buckets,  truck  and 
j hook  and  ladder.  In  18S2  a hose  cart,  with  500 
feet  of  hose  and  a hand  engine,  was  purchased. 
With  this  pretentious  equipment  the  “Rescue 
Hooks”  reorganized  with  I.  M.  Justice,  chief  en- 
gineer. In  1890,  two  trucks  were  added  and 
Buckeye  Hose  Co.  organized.  Howard  L.  Len- 
hart  is  chief,  with  I.  N.  Tarr,  the  successor  of 
B.  L.  Peters,  assistant  chief;  G.  W.  Wilkinson, 
foreman  of  the  hose  company,  and  A.  C.  Bald- 
win, of  the  hook  and  ladder  company.  I'hc  two 
companies  are  quartered  in  the  Cit\’  Building. 

The  I’i/lape  of  tSj4- — Nevv  Baltimore  of  Oc- 
tober, 1874,  was  something  above  a hamlet  and 
something  below  a small  railroad  town.  Tire 
business  houses  were  B.  L.  Peters’  dry-goods 
i store;  E.  W.  Poe  N Go’s  store;  Henry  N Tarr's 
drug  store;  Porter  N Berger’s  hardware;  jolm 
Schatzel’s  shoe  store;  Silas  (ir'.'>ve’s  grocery  store; 
Tarr  N , Weaver’s  blacksmith  shop;  L.  D.  .\i- 
nold’s  harriess  shop;  Wrn.  W’itten’s  boarding 
house;  and  Samuel  Hariw-’s  hotel,  with  Dr. 
Eaton’s  gristmill,  then  building. 

The  Post  0/Jiee  was  opened  in  August.  1874, 
with  Eincoln  P.  Hudson,  master,  in  E.  \\C  Poe’s 
store.  Some  short  time  after  the  daily  East  and 
West'  mail  was  established  o\  er  the  Baltimore  N 
Ohio  system,  so  that  in  more  ways  than  one  may 
the  beginnings  of  this  busy  town  be  cretiit'-d  to  its 
railroad  advantages.  The  successors  of  Hudson 
in  the  office  were  Samuel  M.  Bower,  Wa.-hing- 
ton  Young,  John  Cramer,  Dr.  H.  P.  Eaton 
(appointed  in  September,  1885,  resigned  in  1889'), 
and  Dr.  W.  T.  Thomas.  I'he  present  master, 
Capt.  A.  W.  .-\dams,  was  commissioned  at  the' 
beginning  of  President  Cleveland’s  second  admin- 
istration. The  office  has  451  call  and  250  h.'rk 
boxes.  In  1 894  there  were  2,450  money  orders 
and  1,015  postal  notes  issm  d,  the  s.ile  uf  stamps 
amounted  to  alx'ut  $.p200  .and  the  total  rewuue 
tij  about  $4. 800. 

Fnnks. — The  People’s  Bank  was  orga.nized 
in  1888,  when  M.  B.  \Valdo  was  cashier.  As  the 
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IV-opIe’s  Ijauking  Co.,  LioN’u  ^^'eisci  was  presi-  ! 
(icnt;  13.  A.  Lawrence,  vice-president;  and  M.  B. 
Waldo,  casln’er,  and  they,  with  F.  P.  Clark,  i 
jacol)  Kat/enineyer,  Jeremiah  Foltz,  G.  \V.  ' 
Needles,  j.  E.  Wilkison  and  S.  \Vk  Nigh,  were 
directors.  The  firm  retired  from  business  in  ; 
1S94,  leaving  the  National  13ank  in  j^ossession  of  | 
llie  field.  ! 

The  I'irst  National  13ank  was  organized  |une  ! 
13,  1S90,  with  S.  E.  Niece,  president;  Jeff  Rich-  i 
creek,  vice-president;  L.  Wooster,  cashier;  D.  I 
Ik  J’eters,  assistant  cashier;  and  the  president, 
vice-president,  xA,.  Emerine,  13.  L.  Peters,  II  ugh  ' 
Campbell,  J.  K.  Rogers,  and  Andresv  Schick,  di-  ; 
lectors.  'I'he  stockholders  included  the  above  ' 
tunned,  with  H.  D.  Stouffer,  G.  1).  Chase,  I.  ! 
\X . Richardson,  W.  F".  P'ry,  S.  15.  Albertson,  E.  1 
('.  Showman,  L.  S.  Lyon,  John  C.  Peters,  F.  | 
Taylor,  Michael  .-\rverter,  R.  Crocker,  Joseph 
Madden,  Jacob  Dirk  and  A.  L.  Pfau.  On  Octo-  ^ 
ber  I business  was  commenced  in  the  Richcreek 
Block,  pending  the  completion  of  their  bank  ! 
building.  The  only  change  made  in  officials  was  j 
in  January,  1892,  when  A.  Emerine  succeeded 
Mr.  Niece  as  president.  The  bank  building  was 
erected  in  1890-1,  at  a cost  of  $16,000. 

The  IJoiry  Opera  House  was  built  in  18SS, 
for  Dr.  A.  G.  Plenry.  The  fire  of  March  i, 
1894,  destroyed  that  building,  entailing  a loss  of  ; 
$25,000.  Undaunted,  the  owner  caused  the  ^ 
debris  to  be  cleared  away,  plans  to  be  made  and 
building  to  be  inaugurated,  and  before  the  close  i 
of  the  year  a house,  capiable  of  seating  1,000  i 
persons,  heated  by  steam,  lighted  bv  electricitv, 
and  well  arranged  in  every  particular,  was  opened  ; 
to  the  public.  This  theatre  forms  a part  of  the  ^ 
Henry  Block,  a three-story  brick  building,  with  ; 
stone  trimmings.  From  1873  to  1894  Dr.  j 
Henry  conducted  a large  drug  business  here.  ; 

1 he  North  Ballnnore  lilectric  Tiy;ht  Co.  is  | 
another  creation  of  this  enterprising  ph\’sician.  ' 
The  plant  was  constructed  in  1890-91  for  Dr, 
Henry,  and  now  furnishes  about  too  arc  and 
1. 50^  incandescent  lights.  i 

I he  Torth  Baltimore  Gas  and  Oil  Co.  — On 
August  13,  1885,  the  North  Baltim  )rea4is  had 
sul)3cribed  $600  toward  drilling  a well  for  gas  to  i 
a depth  of  1,000  feet.  .Aaroti  Barnd,  Jefferson  j 
Hichcrcek,  G.  G.  Rockwell,  A.  J.  Harmon,  M. 
M.  Carr,  L.  D.  Arnold  and  George  I'ranks  being 
the  fisrt  on  the  list.  On  November  12,  the  1 
heacon  appealed  to  the  people  to  subscribe  funds, 
promising  tliom,  if  gas  were  found,  a period  of 
great  progress.  By  No'.ernber  26,  the  names  of 
i’.  L.  Ik'ters,  A.  G.  Himry,  B.  A.  Lawrence, 
Isaac  1 ayl(.)r,  W.  (.).  Lawrence,  G.  G.  Rockwell,  , 


Doherty  & Kile,  S.  M.  Bower,  I).  Dillinger,  M. 
M.  Carr,  A.  J.  Harmon,  Ge(.»rge  Fran  ks,  John 
Dirk,  13.  Smith,  and  Aaron  l.tarnd  were  affi.xed 
to  a subscription  paper  for  $!00  each.  fl.  L. 
Huddle,  Jacob  Dirk,  C.  J.  Bushong,  J.  A.  Hough, 
J.  Katzenmeyer,  John  Cramer,  John  A.  Sutton, 
James  A.  Gibson  and  Jeff.  Richcreek  were  added, 
and  the  North  Baltimore  Gas  and  Oil  Co.  was 
organized,  early  in  1886,  with  .Aaron  Barnd,  pres- 
ident; Dr.  A.  G.  Henry,  vice  president;  John  .A. 
Sutton,  secretary;  John  Cramer,  treasurer,  and 
Jeff.  Richcreek,  manager.  The  work  of  thilling 
commenced  March  18,  1886.  On  Aprii  22,  the 
drill  opened  a gas  vein  at  600  feet;  <3n  the  29th 
the  reservoir  was  tapped,  but  on  June  29  [the 
well  showed  twenty  barrels  of  oil  as  well  as  gas. 
This  was  on  Lot  88,  original  town  of  North  Bal- 
timore. It  was  [dugged,  and  has  remained  so. 

Great  Buiuslries. — The  pioneer  manufactur- 
ing industry  was  Whitelock’s  gristmill  of  1834. 
which  stood  on  the  bank  of  Rocky  Ford.  It  was 
operated  by  horse-power  until  a dam  was  built 
and  a water-wheel  introduced,  and  continued 
for  many  years  the  only  industry  of  the  kind  in 
that  neighborhood. 

The  North  B.dtimore  Roller  Mills  were  built 
by  Dr.  Eaton,  in  1874,  with  a capacity  of  100 
barrels  a day.  In  1880,  G.  G.  Rockwell  pur- 
chased, the  mills,  changed  the  buhrs  for  a com- 
plete set  of  Barnard  cN  Lee's  machinery,  and 
made  it  a modern  milling  concern. 

The  development  of  the  gas  field  brough.t 
hither  new  industries,  such  as  the  Zihlmann 
Glass  Co.,  employing  200  hands  and  producing 
1,000  drinking  glasses  or  tumblers  a da_\'  ( it  was 
partly  destroyed  by  fire  December  15,  1S95  ; 
the  Bartelle  I'urniture  Co.,  with  their  great  build- 
ings and  kilns,  their  large  force  of  workmen  and 
local  stockholders,  such  as  .Aaron  Barni.1,  L. 
AVeisel,  R.  Shtjemaker  and  T.  J.  Adams;  the 
Hardy  Machine  Co.,  of  which  I).  M.  Murphy  is 
president,  James  Hardy,  secretar}-,  and  Dennis 
O’Brien,  treasurer,  witli  their  i mmensc  jilant  and 
'arge  force  of  skilled  mechanics;  the  Central 
Pressed  Brick  Co.,  who  employ  eight\-fi\e  men. 
and  produce  8,000,000  bricks  annually;  the  Bot- 
tle Glass  Co.,  employing  125  men,  and  produc- 
ing carloads  of  bottles,  fruit  jars  and  carl)oys; 
and  a mintber-  of  smaller  concerns  ha\e  been  es- 
tablished here  since  1887.  The  [iresence  of  gas 
and  oil  for  fuel,  and  remark, ible  railroad  facilities, 
were  the  magnets  which  attracted  them.  The 
sc.arcitv  of  gas  and  th.e  high  price  of  (fil  threat- 
ened these  industries  early  in  1895,  and  drove 
the  manufacturers  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
having  to  seek  other  fuels.  With  the  prospects 
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of  ascetylene,  electricity  and  extensions  of  tlie 
j(as  and  oil  rield.s,  presented  later  ni  the  year, 
they  learned  that  the  tricky  gas  field  was  not 
their  sole  hope. 

Fins. — The  first  fire  in  the  town  occurred  in 
1875  when  the  drug  store  of  Henry  iS:  Tarr  and 
the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Bachtel,  both  located 
on  south  Main  street,  were  entirely  consumed. 
The  fire  of  January  21,  1S85,  originated  in  Dr. 
Henry’s  drug  store,  which  it  destroyed,  with 
Dilinger  & Fielding’s  market,  C.  Justice’s  to- 
bacco store,  and  other  property.  On  February 
23,  the  grocery  store  of  Randal  Hale,  and  the 
shoe  shop  of  John  Tice,  w’ere  destro}'ed,  while, 
on  the  25th,  the  school  building  at  Denver  was 
burned.  Following  these,  the  dwellings  of  John 
Caskey,  one  and  one-half  miles  west,  and  of 
Samuel  Harry  and  George  Presler,  were  de- 
stroyed. In  Nevember,  1S86,  the  Hale  Build- 
ing, and  in  Dece’mber,  18S6,  Dr.  Henry’s  resi- 
dence, were  burned. 

The  fire  of  March  24,  18S8,  destroyed  prop- 
erty valued  at  $26,000,  including  Dr.  Henry’s 
opera  hall  and  furniture,  $5,500;  G.  I'.  Bren- 
ner’s dry-goods  stock,  $3,000;  Richcreek’s  loss, 
$1,000;  Luckey  tV  Ward's  damage,  $500;  Knoke 
dc  Dirk’s,  $300;  S.  M.  Bower's,  $200;  Charles 
Pifher’  s,  $2,000;  W.  I.  Chalfant’s,  $2,000;  F.  P. 
Clarke’s.  $7,500;  W.  J.  Hutton’s,  $1,500,  and 
Dr.  Reddin's,  $2,500.  In  April,  1888,  the  work 
of  rebuilding  the  burned  district  was  inaugurated 
by  James  A.  Gibson,  1).  Dillinger,  Nigh  Broth- 
ers, Chalfant,  Hutton,  Clarke  and  the  B.  & O. 
Railroad  Co.  ; so  that  before  the  close  of  the  year 
a number  of  modern  houses  were  given  to  the 
town. 

The  fire  of  October  30,  1S91,  swept  away  35 
buildings,  on  Main  street,  between  the  railroad 
and  Broadway,  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  doing 
for  it  comparatively  what  the  fire  of  October, 
1871,  did  for  Chicago — wiping  out  old  buildings 
(erected  at  a cost  of  $51,000),  and  making  way, 
within  one  year,  for  twenty-seven  buildings 
(which  cost  $129,000)  on  Main  street,  as  well  as 
for  many  residences  on  other  streets.  The  large 
buildings,  erected  prior  to  October  30,  1892,  and 
the  cost  of  each  are  named  as  follows;  J.  A.  Gib- 
son, $8,000;  .A.  Fmerine,  $7,000;  A.  St.  Amant, 
$4,000;  G.  \V.  I'ranks,  $4,000;  1).  F.  Childs, 
$4,000;  Mrs.  H.  1..  Smith.  $8,000;  J.  Katzen- 
rneyer,  $4,000;  M.  B.  Waldo,  .$4,000;  George 
Pitcher,  $4,000;  Joseph  Magrum,  $2,500;  I..  I). 
Arnold,  $2,500;  S.  W.  Xigh,  $2,500;  I'.  Snyder, 

$2,500;  S.  T.  Reed,  $’1,000;  John  Louden, ; 

Presbyterian  Church,  $5,000;  Mrs.  Grosser, ; 

N.  Bedell,  $1,000;  Horace  Bechtel,  $2,000;  John 


; Bartz,  $2,000;  Oleorgc  Shannon,  $1,000;  Daniel 
I Dillinger,  $7,000;  McClar'in  heirs,  $6,000;  1'.  p. 

I Clarke,  $5,000;  Hotel  Columbia,  $15,000;  Peo- 
i pie’s  Bank,  $17,000,  and  Charles  Piflier,  $8, 000. 

I The  lireof  December  15,  1895,  resulting  from 
! an  explosion  of  a gas  meter  in  the  Zihlrnaim  Glass 
; works,  destroyed  property  valued  at  $25,000,  an<l 
) caused  the  death  of  Andrew  Beary,  one  of  the 
) expert  workmen. 

I The  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  in  the 
fall  of  1892  with  the  following  named  directors; 
D.  PI  Peters.  A.  L.  Pfau.  G W.  Ewing,  James 

L, oe,  M.  I.  Sponsler,  Aaron  Barnd,  W.  D. 
Richardson,  Dr.  A.  G.  Henry,  C.  P.  Jones,  II. 
D.  Stouffer  and  Jeff  Richcreek.  Among  tlie 

I unofficial  members  were  Dr.  Eaton,  Samuel 
I Hamman,  J.  M.  Beckett,  D.  J.  Sloan.  Geo.  W. 

; Wilkinson,  McPherson  A;  Co.,  Hngfi  Campbell, 
U.  A.  Long,  Henr}’  Pressler,  Spitler  Bros.,  A. 
j N.  Raley,  J.  P'.  Kile,  H.  Netzorg.  P'rank  Taylor, 
Exline  & Connell,  H,  L.  Huddle,  f.  H.  Chap- 
I man.  G.  G.  Rockwell,  Dr.  E.  PI.  Fuller,  B.  A. 

; Lawrence,  John  Shatzel,  J.  E.  Shatzel,  M,  B. 
Waldo.  J.  H,  Helfrich,  S.  P.  Harrison  J.  W. 
Busliong,  J.  G.  Knoke,  D.  E.  Peters.  P.  W. 

I Connell,  C.  M.  justice,  Samuel  Knight,  \\h  M. 
i Northrup,  E.  R.  Dean,  H.  J.  Everett,  j.  P. 

■ Rampe,  W.  PI.  Hough,  W.  J.  Christie,  Ihaniel 
; P')illinger,  Lhr.  C.  P.  Jones,  L D.  Langmade,  IL 
J.  Hughes.  A.  W.  Adams,  M.  E.  Dirk,  I.  W. 
Richardson,  S.  Wh  Xigh,  .A.  P'.  Swineheart,  I. 

M.  justice,  Bedall  A:  Wile\',  W.  R,  Martii;, 
Peter  Gobel,  Charles  Leathers,  G.  B.  Smith, 
John  Cramer,  P'rank  Snyder,  L.  W.  IheLong  and 

, Martin  Matturn.  Levi  Wooster  was  elected 
president;  J.  J.  Geghan,  secretary;  and  Frank 
Clark,  treasurer. 

CHURCHES. 

I 

The  Clinreh  of  Christ  may  be  said  to  have 
been  organized  in  the  "fifties,”  but  it  was  not 
I legally  organized  until  November  i,  1875.  when 
Da\  id  PI.  Randall  and  Alvah  Edgecomb  weix' 

: elected  elders;  John  B.  Zarbaugh  and  Jacob 
, Priest,  deacons,  and  I).  Dillinger,  .A  G.  Henry 
and  John  B.  Zarbaugh,  trustees.  Dr.  Eaton 
mid  others  contributed  funds.  house  was 

built  between  Main  and  Tarr  streets,  south  of  the 
B.  A:  O.  track,  near  the  old  south  cemetery. 
After  two  or  three  years,  the  Presbyterians  pur- 
chased the  house,  and  the  Disciples  ended. 

The  Cnited  Brethren  Chiireh  was  the  first 
. religious  organization  m Xonh  Bedtimore.  In 
, Jamiar\’,  1861,  a little  luiiul  ol  men  and  women 
gathered  and  organized  a church  '■'ocioty.  its  first 
i members  being  P>.  L.  Peters  ami  wife,  \\  illiani 
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Witten  ami  wife,  Mrs.  Hutton,  Mar\-  Ausenbnrrf  | present  value, of  the  church  property  is  $ii,ooo. 
and  Mrs.  Hetniiif^er.  The  Sabbath-school  was  : Re\'.  D.  Bower  is  the  pastor.  The  membership 
oppinized  June  ij,  1862,  and  B.  L.  Peters  was  I at  the  close  of  i H94  was  325. 
the  first  superintendent.  The  first  regular  ser-  |-  Free  Methodist  Church. — In  April,  1890,  the 
iiion  was  preached  b}'  Kev.  Georpe  French,  in  ; P'ree  Methodists  organized  their  society  with  si.x- 
the  school  house  in  1862.  The  society  graduallv  . teen  members,  with  Rev.  S K.  Wheatly  as  the 
paevv  in  numbers,  and  in  1875  the  present  house  I first  pastor.  Meetings  were  held  for  a year  or 
r,f  worship  was  erected  on  West  Broadwav,  since  : more  in  Dillinger's  hall  and  other  places;  then  in 
which  time  it  has  been  rernodled  and  improved.  1891  a church  building  was  erected  on  Beecher 
'I'lhs  church  building  was  the  first  one  erected  in  ; street,  and  was  finished  and  dedicated  September 
North  Baltimore.  It  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  2,  of  that  same  year,  by  Kev.  E.  P.  Hart,  of 
Weaver,  November  8,  1874.  At  that  time  the  ; .Mameda,  Cal.  The  church  property  is  valued  at 
membership  was  less  than  thirty,  while  now  it  is  $1,000.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  J.  PI  Will- 
over  two  hundred,  and  the  enrollment  of  scholars  i iarns.  The  membership  is  nearly  thirty,  and  the 
is  200,  with  an  average  attendance  of  150.  Rev.  j school  attendance  averages  fifty  scholars. 

Joseph  Beaver  was  the  first  pastor,  remaining  in  ! St.  Aitgustiuc' s Catholic  Co)igregatio)i  ‘A.s-io.xw- 
charge  three  years.  The  present  pastor.  Rev.  ' bled  in  the  City  Building  for  worship,  August  2, 
]acob  Swinehart,  has  been  here  during  the  past  ‘ 1891,  subsequently  services  were  held  in  the 
three  years.  The  property  is  valued  at  $4,000.  i Opera  House  until  a house  of  worship  was  com- 
The  Presbyterian  Church.- — This  society  was  ; pleted  in  December,  1892.  It  was  dedicated  in 
organized  m 1876,  and  its  first  members  were  1 June,  1893,  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Horstman,  of 

Samuel  Bowman,  D.  M.  Wilson,  Bechtel,  ^ Cleveland.  P'ather  Kress,  of  Irlowling  Green, 

E.  F.  Rogers,  Dr.  McClaran,  and  their  wives,  who  was  instrumental  in  building  the  church,  re- 
and  John  Holiday.  On  November  5,  1876,  : mained  in  charge  of  the  parish  until  January  i, 

articles  of  incorporation  were  filed  by  Messrs.  I 1893,  when  P'ather  I.  J.  Wonderiy  was  ap- 
Wilson,  Davis  and  McClaran,  trustees.  The  fol-  ■ p)ointed.  He  has  liquidated  a debt  of  $500  on 
lowing  year  the  society  purchased  the  Disciples  the  building,  besides  furnishing  the  parsonage, 
building,  which  stood  near  the  old  Bell  cemetery  ^ The  church  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Second 
on  South  street.  Rev.  P.  C.  Baldwin  organized  and  Oak  streets,  and  is  valued  at  $4,000.  There 
the  societ}’,  and  was  its  pastor  for  several  years.  are  forty  families  belonging  to  St.  Augustine's 
In  the  spring  of  1S92,  the  church  building  was  < congregation. 

moved  from  South  street  to  its  present  location  The  First  Baptist  Church. — On  July  5,  1893. 

on  Tarr  street,  and  was  remodeled.  Thesocietv  a class  was  formed  with  seven  members:  D.  R. 

owns  a parsonage,  and  the  [)roperty  is  valued  at  McGregor  and  wife,  I.  DeVaughn  ami  twod.augh- 
about  i^9,ooo.  The  membership  is  about  140,  ters,  Matilda  Reese  and  Maggie  Small.  1 he 
and  the  enrollment  of  S.  S.  scholars,  200,  with  an  first  meetings  were  held  at  the  homes  of  the  dif- 
average  attendance  of  120.  J.  M’.  Bushong  was  ferent  class  members.  The  first  sermon  wa^ 
the  S.  S.  superintendent,  and  Rev.  E.  E.  Alspach  jmeached  by  Rev.  Herbert  .\gate.  On  January 
was  the  pastor  in  1895.  7-  '894.  Rev.  Dr.  Eeonard.  of  Norwalk,  Ohio, 

'The  Methodist  episcopal  Church. — In  Feb-  organizedl  the  First  Baptist  Church  Society,  ami 
niary,  1878,  this  society  was  organized  by  Rev.  ' he  preached  the  first  regular  sermon,  ami  since 
Joshua  M.  Eongfellow.  its  members  being  Michael  that  time  services  have  been  held  at  the  Ci.  .A.  R. 
Hill,  Susan  Tice,  Samuel  Smith,  Eliza  f.  Smith,  hall,  b\’  Rev.  Leonard.  The  society  has  now 
S.  L.  Edgar,  Catherine  Ivdgar,  Samuel  Shaffner,  si.xteen  members,  and  the  school  iilty-two 
Mrs.  S.  Shaffner,  Catherine  Groves,  Mary  scludars. 

1 hornpson  and  Sarah  Sl.n  2f.  Rev.  S.  1).  Shaff-  soriHTif.s. 

ner  was  the  first  pastor.  Services  were  held  in 

the  U.  B.  church  until  the  societv  built  a fratne  The  Forth  Baltimore  Agricultural  .Issocia- 

I'ouse  on  W'ater  street  - whicli  is  now  used  as  tiou  leased  twenty-five  acres  from  George  Franks 
die  G.  A.  R,  hall - in  1881-82,  costing  $2,000.  in  .August,  1887.  for  fair  and  race  tiaud<  purjH>ses. 
Rev,  S.  G.  Reeder  was  then  pastor.  In  18S8  a To  this  association  mav  also  be  creditc'.l  the 
brick  edifice  was  commenced  on  the  corner  of  street  f.iir,  wliich  has  become  an  •.'unnal  meeting 
Second  and  Water  street  g which  was  completed  of  some  import. im.'e,  much  on  the  principle  of 
"'I891,  and  iledicated  J Illy  12,  that  year.  Rev.  Eur>'pean  fairs.  Tin;  f^airth  fair  w.i.-:  held  in 
A.  A.  Thomas  being  pastor.  The  parsonage  was  .\ugust,  1895.  the  managers  then  being  t'harles 

huilt  at  the  same  time  the  church  was.  The  1 Pifher,  C.  L.  Huddle,  B.  B.  Rockwell,  I'.  P. 
xo 
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Clark  and  H.  A,  Konetzka.  Mr.  Rockwell  was 
president,  with  E.  H.  Westenhaver,  secretary, 
and  F.  P.  Clark,  treasurer.  The  horse  and  cat- 
le  exhibit  was  dispensed '.vitli  in  1895,  many 
new  attractions  were  introduced. 

The  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Rocky  Ford  Lodge,  No.  6-j.j , 
was  the  first  secret  society  organized  in  North 
Baltimore  or  Henry  township.  It  was  instituted 
in  July,  1870,  and  on  March  29,  1879,  was  con- 
solidated with  Hayward  lodge,  ot  Van  Buren. 
The  lodge  is  called  Hayward  now;  its  number  is 
333,  and  it  has  sevent_\'-six  members.  The  char- 
ter members  were;  Allen  Dorsey,  Daniel  Frick, 
John  Haen,  Lloyd  MTisel,  Edward  Zarbaugh, 
William  Campbell,  Henry  Campbell,  E.  W.  Poe, 

J.  W.  Tarr,  P'.  Goldner,  L.  D.  Arnold,  |eff  | 
Richcreek,  J.  C.  Shaffer,  J.  Salsbury,  J.  W.  ! 
Bushong,  Jacob  Light,  Michael  Henning,  Reuben  i 
Shoemaker,  E.  F.  Rogers,  G,  W.  Trout,  Joseph 
Magrum,  J.  W.  Coleman,  T.  C.  Poe.  The  first 
noble  grand  was  Jeff  Richcreek.  and  the  first  per- 
manent secretary,  ]ames  Porter.  In  1895  F.  H. 
Braymer  was  noble  grand. 

LForius  Fdicaripnicut,  No.  ig6,  was  instituted 
August  6,  1875.  while  it  was  broken  up, 

but  the  charter  was  restored  August  24,  1890,  to 
|eff  Richcreek,  E.  F.  Rogers,  James  C.  Shaffer, 
j.  W.  Hughes,  A.  Shick,  C.  H.  Ross,  Frank 
Noble,  S.  B.  Albertson,  H.  P".  Neumann,  James 
Dildine,  W.  S.  Dildine,  Samuel  Seymour,  J.  W. 
Sharp,  \\k  H.  Kratz,  O.  E.  Osborn,  Charles 
Pifher,  J.  W.  Coleman,  John  P'.  Kile,  H.  C. 
Grant,  William  E.  Diebley  and  S.  E.  Niece.  In 
1895  M.  E.  Dirk  was  chief  patriarch  and  W.  M. 
McCoy,  scribe. 

The  Daitghfers  of  Rebekah. — Oren  Lodge, 
No.  380,  was  organized  October  10,  1893.  The 
charter  members  were:  W.  S.  Dddine,  .\nn 

Dildine,  Oren  E.  Osborn,  Mollie  J.  Osborn, 
Plenry  Campbell,  Rhody  Campbell,  John  Ap)ple, 
Margaret  Apple,  Belle  Wagner,  Frank  Noble, 
Lottie  Shuler  and  Sarah  E.  Harrison.  In  1895 
Mrs.  Mollie  Osborn  was  noble  grand. 

Norih  Balt i more  Lodge , F.  N A . Jh.,  No.  ^6i , 
was  instituted  in  December,  1890,  and  chartered 
October  30,  1891.  There  are  now  forty-two 

members.  B.  J.  Hughes  was  the  first  master, 
John  P'.  Kile,  the  first  senior  warden,  and  Duncan 
J.  Sloan.  }r.,  the  first  junior  warden.  The  char- 
ter members  were;  W.  I).  Dougherty,  John  F. 
Kile,  D.  |.  Sloan,  II.  G.  d'ussing,  T.  H.  Johnson, 
Grant  G.  Huddle,  j.  H.  Peffe,  T.  II.  Carter.  Bar- 
rett J.  Hughes,  J.  -M.  Idlliott,  d'homas  Smith, 
T.  W.  Carr,  S.  .M.  Bower  and  M.  B.  Waldo.  In 
1895  I.  W.  Richardson,  Jr.,  was  master,  with 
J.  11.  Pote, secretary. 


The  Woodmen  of  the  World. — Cclumbia 
Camp,  No.  1 7,  was  organized  Deceml)er  5,  1S93. 
The  charter  members  were  E.  L.  Adams,  D.  C. 
Bricker,  John  Birk,  L.  L.  Colwell,  Leonard 
Fronier,  C.  L.  Pluddle.  Ralph  Henning,  Fred 
Moeck,  J.  F.  Nass,  Jacob  Plocher,  Frank  W. 
Rose,  John  Sisa,  W.  C.  Schever,  W.  T.  Thoinas, 
Jacob  Tome,  Ernest  \"orback,  A.  A.  Wrede  and 
W.  J.  White.  In  1895  John  Naas  presided,  with 
L.  J.  Bacome,  secretary. 

Baltimore  Teat.  No.  Sg,  K.  0.  T.  J/. , was 
organized  June  10,  1890,  with  the  following 

named  officers  in  tent  rank;  H.  J.  Everitt,  A.  .A. 
Thomas,  PI.  Jacobson,  M’illiam  Wilson.  J.  Albans, 
C.  W.  Mann,  \h  Gray,  A.  G.  Henry,  \.  W. 
Cushing,  F.  \\'.  Flint,  G.  L.  Monroe,  S.  Swartz 
and  B.  Netzorg.  E,  M.  Pardee  was  commander 
in  1895. 

North  Baltimore  Fhive,  No.  yi,  L.  0.  T.  J/. , 
was  instituted  November  22,  1894,  with  Car'.ddne 
B.  Young,  Lou  W.  Fowler,  Eliza  Christie,  Lii- 
lian  A.  Cove,  Mary  A.  IMcGregor,  Susan  Eliza 
Whitzel,  Sarah  Womer,  Ada  A.  Dittman,  Mar- 
garet Anderson  and  Eliza  J.  Ferguson  officer- 
in  order  of  Hive  rank.  Mrs.  Adelle  Tram  man 
presided  in  1895.  ’'^hth  Sarah  Womer  record- 
keepier. 

The  Knights  of  Pythias,  a strong  organiza- 
tion, though  }’onng  in  years,  was  presided  cer 
in  1895  ^''y  J-  S.  Platte,  with  Dr.  M.  B.  Reasoner 
keeper  of  records  and  seals. 

Sill  Post.  G.  A.  R..  AT.  77  was  organized  .-\crii 
18,  i88i,  and  named  in  honor  of  Josliua  Mb  Sill, 
who  commanded  a brigade  in  Sheridan's  di'.ision 
at  Stone  River,  where  he  was  killed  Dece.mber 
31.  1862.  The  original  members  were  E.  W. 
Poe,  Reuben  Shoemaker,  Plarrison  Downs,  |.  II. 
Mcnasmith,  T.  J.  Campbell,  John  Hemingcr. 
Ira  Grimes,  George  Chase,  L.  ].  Bloom,  George 
Colwell,  Martin  Lauck,  J.  S.  Lauck,  Washington 
Young,  and  Samuel  Dissinger.  E.  W.  Poe  was 
the  first  commander,  followed  in  1882,  b\-  T.  I 
j Campbell;  1S83,  J.  .A.  Heminger;  1884  and 
1892,  Washington  Young;  1883,  J.  B.  Zarbaugh: 
1886-87,  W.  S.  Decker;  1888-  89,  J.  W.  BonPer; 
i 1890,  Harrison  Downs;  1893,  |ohn  Baldwin; 
. 1894,  W.  S.  I.)eckor;  1895,  J.  \\b  Bender  and 
1896,  P.  P.  Shuler.  The  adjutants  have  been. 

: Rueben  Shoemaker,  1881;  ].  B.  Zarbaugh,  I^.■^2 
to  1884;  Washington  Young,  188;;  |.  Pk  Zar- 
baugli,  1886-87;  I).  .\.  Wilson.  18S8;  J.  E. 
Hesse,  1889;  W.  S.  Decker.  1891;  j.  W, 
tier,  1892;  W S.  Decker,  1893;  ami  |.  W.  Ben- 
der. 1896.  The  num.ber  oi  members  is  twentv - 
j five,  of  forty  on  the  muster  rcdl. 

1 The  Wo/.’/a/hs  Relief  Coifs,  Sill  Corps.  No. 
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264,  was  instituted  March  19,  1SS9.  The  first 
president  was  Mary  E.  Morgan;  the  first  senior 
\'ice,  Hannah  Decker;  and  the  first  junior  vice, 
Mary  N.  lieminger.  The  charter  members  were: 
Mary  E.  Morgan,  Hannah  Decker,  Mary  Ann 
Heminger,  Nellie  Simons,  Mary  M'eaver,  Carrie 
Weaver,  Effie  Decker,.  Elmira  Bender,  Julia 
Gibson,  Sarah  Downs,  Phcebe  Heminger,  M'ilda 
y\rnold,  Sarah  Acker,  Anna  Dildine,  Erwilda 
Taylor,  Rachael  A.  Young,  Mary  Coleman,  Mary 
G.  Shade  and  Opal  Baldwin.  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Somers  presided  in  1895,  with  Carrie  Simon. 
secret:iry,  while,  in  1896,  Sola  Huber  presided, 
with  Phil  a Parker,  secretary. 

The  Sons  of  Tetera/is,  John  Reed  Porter 
Camp,  No.  28  i,  was  organized  funezi,  1888.  In 
1895,  John  B.  Wilson  was  captain,  and  P.  M. 
Bender,  orderl}’  sergeant. 

The  Union  Ueterans'  U)iion,  General  Day 
Command,  No.  54,  was  instituted  in  Novem- 
ber, 1 892.  Thomas  McKay  was  the  first  : 
colonel,  and  John  A.  Smith  the  first  lieutenant-  ■ 
colonel.  The  charter  members  are  J.  A.  Smith,  , 
Sidney  Lynn,  John  Dow,  J.  D.  Burrell,  John  E.  i 
Mock,  Charles  Lano,  W.  N.  Johnson,  R.  Shoe- 
maker, J.  H.  Black.  W.  H.  Harter,  1'.  S.  Probst, 
Ezekiel  Steele,  James  E.  Hess,  Thonias  McKay, 
John  Hagen,  William  M.  Ma.xwell  and  Jesse 
O'Hare.  Col.  J.  D.  Burrell  was  commander  in 
1895,  with  J.  E.  Mock,  quartermaster. 

The  Iranian’s  J 'e  ter  an  Relief  Union.  Mrs. 
Emma  L.  McKinney  Post,  No.  26,  was  instituted 
May  7,  1894,  with  the  following  charter  mem- 
bers: Nora  McKay,  Julia  Harter^  Mary  Lano, 

S.  A.  Smith,  P'annie  Smith,  Sarah  Pouts,  Nellie 
Adams,  Lorinda  McNamara,  Amanda  Steele, 
Kate  Harter.  Mary  A.  Shoemaker,  Jennie  Pow- 
ers,- Jennie  Kiser,  Lelia  I'reece,  Higgins, 

En'ima  McFall,  Mattie  McFall,  Mary  Chase, 
Nancy  Steele  and  Eliza  P2.  Whlson.  In  1895. 
Mrs.  Nora  McKay  was  president,  Mrs.  Saloam 
Smith,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Fannie  Smith,  treas- 
urer. 

1 inioleon  Tenfle.  Rathbone  Sisters,  was  pre- 
sided over,  in  1895.  by  ^L3.  Pilizabeth  Reasoner. 
with  Mrs.  Phila  Platte,  recorder. 

The  liqiiitable  .lid  Union,  of  which  G.  B. 
Sawdy  was  chancellor,  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  ILirton, 
secretary,  in  1895,  is  a beneficial  organization 
with  a fair  rnembersfiip. 

I he  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  .1  nterica . Wash- 
ington Camp,  No.  76,  w.as  instituted  June  22, 
'893-  The  charter  members  were  George  B. 
8>mith,  L.  Mosely,  J.  Durham,  john  Justice, 

A.  C.  Tussing,  1'.  M.  Justice,  Curtis  Baker,  E.  .\. 


; Wolfe,  Charles  Himler.  P'dward  Watterick,  O.  P. 

' Kimball,  John  M.  Durham,  Ed.  Plarter,  John 
- Baker,  P’rank  Smila,  George  Dissinger,  E.  Misa- 
' more,  C.  F.  Wiley,  II.  G.  Craun,  Edward  Nigh,- 
i Reuben  Nigh,  Mhlliam  Campbell,  O.  |.  Corry, 
Jerrv  Kniseley,  S.  Chaney  and  George  Riser.  Tlie 
president,  in  1895,  was  L.  Mosel v,  with  A.  A. 
Ivdwards,  secretar\'. 

The  Jr.  0.  U.  A.  J/. , North  Baltimore  Coun- 
cil, No.  301.  w’as  organized  August  6,  1892.  It 
' has  about  fifty  members  now.  The  charter 
' members  were  Frank  Rudy,  Jesse  Baker,  C.  \\k 
Buffington,  G.  W.  Connell,  William  Credicott, 

I C.  A.  Suttles,  C.  F.  Wiley,  J.  H.  Tilton.  Clois 
: Spitlcr,  P'rank  S.  Jones,  J.  E.  Connell,  George 
: H.  Males,  William  Lyon,  G.  W.  Shadle  and 
t J.  PI.  Jones.  W'b  H.  Sheller  w’as  councillor  in 
[895,  with  Isaac  Moorhead,  secretary. 

The  Painters  and  Decorators’  Union.  No.  iSS, 
was  organized  in  September,  i S90,  with  A.  \V. 
Orians,  A.  C.  Tussing,  \V.  M.  Henning,  T.  D. 
Grant  and  C.  M.  Rumer,  officials. 

The  Bryant  Guards,  or  Gompany  K,  O.  N. 
G.,  was  mustered  into  the  Second  Regiment, 
August  5.  1895.  to  take  the  place  of  the  Celina 
Company,  just  then  disbanded.  The  officers  are 
Wb  f.  White,  captain;  Robert  Jones,  first  lieuten- 
ant; E.  B.  Drake,  second  lieutenant;  S.  Wilson, 
first  sergeant;  Frank  Wilson,  second  sergeant; 
Ale.x.  Sloan,  third  sergeant,  and  Rudolph  Lam- 
froin,  fourth  sergeant.  Frederick  Yeager  and 
I Ezra  Wolf  were  appointed  corporals.  The  com- 
pany went  into  camp,  with  the  Second  Regiment, 
at  Tiffin,  in  August,  1893,  and  at  once  made  a 
favorable  impression. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  beginnings  of  the  village  are  described 
in  the  history  of  Henry  township,  where  men- 
tion is  made  of  its  pioneers  and  their  institu- 
tions. The  building  of  the  Baltimore  N Ohio 
railroad,  in  1874,  introduced  a new  era  in  the 
southern  townships  of  Wood  county,  and  tins 
town  is  a child  of  that  era. 

North  Baltimore  has  no  poetic  features.  Great 
stores  and  great  industries  take  . the  place  of 
P'ancy's  castles.  It  is  a creation  of  coinmerrial 
enterprise.  Business  and  residence  streets:  busi- 
ness blocks  in  stc.me  and  brick;  modern  resiliences 
in  brick  and  wood;  commercial  institutions; 
churches  and  schools  - have  all  grown  up  within 
.a  ipiarter  itf  a century,  exenqdifvirg  what  cour- 
age. linked  witli  bold  business  policy,  may  accom- 
plish. The  modern  town  is  scarcely  a decade 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OUlO. 


old,  but  it  is  tis  precocious  as  it  is  younp.  Like  j sion  and  common  disappointments,  but  it  rose 
other  ambitious  towns,  it  had  its  ups  and  downs,  ! above  all  obstacles,  and  is  to-day  a progressive 
its  tires,  its  periods  of  trade  and  financial  depres-  place. 


CHAPTER 


I 


JACKSON  TOWNSHIP. 

Population.  Growth,  Etc. — Pioneers — The  j.ost  Child — A Tragedy — Early  Land  Buyers 
— Naming  the  Township — Organization — Towns'hip  Officials — Schools — Hoy  r\  ii.le — 
Hamlets — Churches — Societies,  Etc. 


exterior  lines  of  this  division  of  the 
county  were  surveyed  in  1S19,  and  the 
section  lines  m 1821.  The  progress  of 
Jackson  township  was  very  slow  but  very 
sure,  down  to  1870,  when  the  population  did  not 
exceed  347.  In  1840,  the  Census  credits  it  Vv’ith 
26;  in  1850,  with  74;  and  in  i860,  with  144. 
When  the  United  States  enumerators  traversed 
the  township  in  1S70,  the  agriculturist  and 
lumberman  had  scarcely  left  an  impression  on 
the  forest.  Everything  was  primitive  in  the  ex- 
treme. Within  the  ensuing  decade,  the  popula- 
tion increased  to  1,028  or  nearl}-,  but,  even  with 
the  increase  of  workmen,  the  coming  of  a rail- 
road and  the  establishment  of  a village,  material 
improvement  was  still  slow.  In  1890  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  was  found  to  be  1,587.  The 
oilman  and  lumberman  weie  among  them,  the 
former,  like  Ponce  de  Leon,  searching  for  hidden 
wealth,  the  latter  cutting  down  the  great  trees, 
and  forming  them  into  commercial  shapes. 
Within  the  last  half  decade,  the  township  has 
made  very  marked  advances.  Well  cultivated 
farms  and  comfortable  homes  are  now  seen, 
where  the  forest  stood  a few  years  ago;  log 
cabins  are  disappearing,  and  Jackson  is  preparing 
to  take  a place  among  the  first  townships  of  Wood 
county. 

IDo/ucrs.—The  first  settler  in  Jackson  town- 
ship was  John  Dubb.s.  He  moved  to  Section  1 
in  the  month  of  .\pril,  1835.  When  he  entered 
his  land  the  previous  year,  it  was  occupied  bv 


several  families  of  Ottawa  Imlians.  They  had  j 
several  shanties  which  they  occupied  until  Mr.  ' 
Dubbs  came.  He  moved  into  one  of  tliern  with  , 
his  famil}’  and  occupied  anotln'r  for  a stable,  and  ' 
he  so  lived  until  the  following  autumn,  wtien  he  j 
built  a log  house  and  moved  into  it.  In  the  fall  I 
of  1835  three  more  families  moved  into  the  town-  1 


ship — Samuel  Bowman,  Nicholas  Crist  and 

widow  Crist  and  family.  They  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  what  is  now  known  as  kloytville.  In 
the  spring  of  1836,  Peter  Hockenber.^y,  the  great 
hunter,  settled  here.  He  has  been  known  to 
take  on  an  ox-cart  as  high  as  four  hundred  dol- 
lars worth  of_  bear,  deer,  wolf,  fox,  wild-cat, 
coon,  mink  and  other  skins  at  one  time,  all  of  his 
ovrn  killing.  He  was  a verv  eccentric  man.  He 
had  a wife,  but  never  had  any  children.  He 
died  in  the  “seventies”  at  McComb,  Hancock 
countv,  aged  eightv-five  years.  A short  time  be- 
fore his  death  he  told  some  of  his  attendants  that 
he  had  buried,  in  the  roots  of  a large  oak  tree  on 
his  farm  in  Jackson  township,  over  $1,000  in  gold 
and  silver,  but  he  could  not  describe  the  place 
accurately  enough  for  them  to  find  it.  There  was 
considerable  search  made  but  of  no  avail.  Erom 
1836  to  1S39  some  four  or  five  more  families  set- 
tled in  the  township,  among  whom  were  the 
Dunns,  the  .Upgers,  Kagys,  the  Simmons,  and  E. 
Kowan.  Rowan  came  from  Maumee,  and  was  the 
contractor  of  what  was  later  known  as  the  Dun- 
can and  Ciibson  big  ditch,  which  was  the  first 
ditch  that  was  built  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
countv.  The  intention  was  to  drain  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Jackson  Prairie,  but  the  ditch  was 
only  sixteen  feet  in  width,  and,  on  an  average, 
three  feet  in  depth.  It  proved  to  he  of  no  ben- 
efit for  two  reasons;  it  had  no  outlet,  and  its  ex- 
tent was  so  short  that  it  overllowcd  its  banks  and 
did  no  perceptible  good.  Rowan  built  about 
three  miles  of  said  ditch  at  a great  cost  of  monry 
to  his  employers,  and  no  profit  to  himself.  He 
did  all  the  excavation  with  men  and  spades. 
Plowing  and  si  raiding  ditches  w.is  not  then  in 
fa<liion  in  Wood  county.  The  price  he  ,.,ot  tor 
di.gging  was  sixteen  cents  a yard,  and  the  I'l  ice  ('f 
good  ditchers  a da}-  was  fifty  cents. 
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The  Lost  Child. — The  finding  of  the  Frank- 
fafher  girl,  who  wandered  away  from  Bloom 
township  into  tlie  fackson  v. ilderness,  was  one 
of  the  stirring  incideats  of  pioneer  days.  She 
came  into  Dubbs’  held  one  morning  about  eight 
o’clock  where  tiis  children  were  digging  potatoes. 
'I'hey  brought  her  to  the  house  and  gave  her  some 
food,  which  was  the  first  she  had  eaten  for  eleven 
(la\'S,  e.xcept  what  nuts  and  berries  she  had  found. 

It  was  with  difticulty  that  they  could  restrain  her 
from  eating  too  much.  I'hey  immediately  sent  a 
iuessenger  to  Frankfather’s  house  in  Bloom 
township  to  inform  him.  He  arrived  at  Dubbs' 
that  same  evening.  V\Ten  he  saw  his  little  girl 
lie  burst  out  crying,  took  her  in  his  arms  and 
started  on  the  run  on  a straight  line  for  his  home, 
which  was  about  ten  miles  through  a pathless 
wilderness  all  the  way.  The  story  is  told  in  de- 
tail in  the  history  of  Bloom  township. 

A 'Tra^i^edy. — The  death  of  Simmons,  one  of  i 
the  pioneers,  took  place  on  the  Dubbs  farm,  in 
•April,  1837.  Simmons  had  leased  a tract  of 
land  from  John  Dubbs,  built  his  cabin  thereon,  , 
and  was  occupying  it  when  the  tragedy  occurred.  | 
The  inquest  was  held  by  Morrison  McMillen  and  j 
Daniel  Barton,  justices,  the  jurors  being  James  : 
and  Andrew  Hutchinson,  Samuel  Barton,  Henry  ' 
Dubbs,  James  IFrdsall,  and  another  pioneer,  i 
whose  name  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  ver-  i 
diet  of  the  jury  was  that  he  came  to  his  death 
by  the  hand  of  his  wife,  who  had  done  the  deed 
in  a deranged  state  of  mind.  She  was  placed 
under  arrest,  and  an  examination  had  before 
Squires  Barton  and  McMillen,  and  was  commit- 
ted to  jail.  A short  time  after  she  was  tried  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  was  adjudged  bv 
the  jury  to  be  insane,  and  was  sent  to  the  State 
Asylum  where  she  only  lived  about  one  vear 
after  she  did  the  deed. 

hiirly  Laud  Buyers. — The  early  land  buyers, 
with  location  and  date  of  purchase,  are  given  as  i 
follows:  John  Dubbs,  S.  \V.  j,  i,  and  other  : 

tracts,  Dec,  4,  1834;  John  W.  Allen,  S.  F.  |,  i,  ' 
(^ct.  16,  1836;  James  Mackull,  S.  E.  of  S.  \V.  | 
1.  6,  Nov.  28,  1836;  Ruel  Smith,  S.  E.  J,  7,  Nov.  : 
8,  1836;  David  Epdegraff,  S.  .1,  13,  .Aug.  26.  ^ 
*839;  Andrew  Hite,  S.  of  S.  \\  . and  S,  of  X,  | 

. 19.  Ctet.  21,  1836,  Martin  Pager}',  X.  S.  W’. 

{.  and  X,  S.  E.  {,  19,  Qct.  21,  1836;  Casper  B. 
\\'yckoff,  S.  E.  J,  24,  Xov.  14,  1840:  Samuel 
•■’'Owiium,  AV.  S.  ,\V.  I,  25,  Xov.  28.  1836: 

^anuicl  Bowunan.  S.  \V.  j , 26.  Dec.  18,  1835; 
•Tter  Hockenberv,  IT  X.  E.  J,  31.  Julv  30. 
'836;  Isaac  Dubbs,  X.  of  X.  E.  j.  34,' Jan.  5, 
'835;  Nicholas  Crist,  E.  o[  X.  \\k  [,  34.  .April 
3^^.  >839;  and  Hugh  Newell,  S.  A\k  , 36,  CDct. 


8,  1836.  In  1S44,  the  Dunns  located  on  Sec- 
I tion  19,  while  many  others  ventured  in  to  reclaim 
' the  wilderness. 

Xauii/io-  the  Township. — The  story  of  the 
! first  town  meeting  was  often  told  by  the  pioneer 
! voters,  the  last  of  them-~Rev.  J.  B.  Dunn — veri- 
; fying  it  in  all  particulars.  .After  their'town  offi- 
^ ,cers  were  elected,  the  people  held  a celebration, 

; raised  a hickory  pole,  had  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence read,  and  a speech  made  by  Morrison 
I McMillen,  of  Milton.  After  the  reading  and  speech 
they  partook  of  a dinner  furnished  by  .Mr.  Dubbs. 

: and  all  the  pure  old  “ Monongahela  " they  wished 
I to  drink,  furnished  by  Rowan.  .After  dinner  the 
votes  were  counted,  and  the  oftreers  sworn  in  bv 
I ’Squire  AIcMillen,  and  they  agreed  to  recommend 
that  the  township  be  called  Jackson,  for  the 
reason  that  every  voter  had  voted  for  Jackson. 

Orgauizatiou. — The  township  was  established 
June  I,  1840,  by  order  of  the  commissior'Crs,  and 
the  resident  tax-payers  of  T.  3,  X.  R.  9 E.,  were 
ordered  to  meet  at  John  Dubbs'  house,  on  July 
4,  following,  to  elect  officers. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFICI.VLS. 

Justices. — The  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
qualified  from  that  period  to  1S95,  named  as 
follows;  James  Bowman,  1841:  Samuel  Bow- 
man, Sr.,  1844;  Jacob  B.  Dunn,  1847;  Samuel 
Knowland,  1S50;  George  France.  1S56;  John  R. 
.Apger,  1859;  Samuel  Dunn,  i S62  to  1893;  Hugh 
Boiles,  1865-66;  Wellington  G.  Jewell,  iSdgto 
1875;  Lafayette  M.  Zigler,  1S74;  A.  Bergman, 
1S76;  Stephen  Byrns,  1877;  William  Gibson, 
18S0,  resigned  in  18S2;  H.  M.  Jones,  18S2; 
Zephaniah  Wells,  1883-86;  E.  bl.  Westenhaver, 

1886- 89,  resigned  in  1891;  .Allen  S.  Ferguson, 

1887- 91;  Levi  Burgoon,  1S89,  resigned  in  1889; 
J.  W.  A'ates,  1894;  and  Daniel  Cooper,  1896. 

Trusiees. — The  office  of  trustee,  for  the  first 
three  years,  was  filled  by  the  Dubbs,  Mays,  Wyck- 

0. ffs.  Rowan,  Crist  and  others.  The  documents  in 
the  auditor’s  office,  and  the  records  in  possession  of 
Townshif)  Clerk  Dunn,  give  the  following  names, 
from  I S.1.4  to  1 893 ; 

1814  Casp.ir  15.  Wyckoff,  Ii.ihn  .Ma\  s.  William  Crist. 

]S4‘)  Casji.'ir  H.  \Vyi  ki)tf,  jatiK-s  Dunn.  Nicholas  Crist. 
lS4t)— Casp.ir  15.  Wyckdl'f,  John  Dubbs.  llonrv  K.i-y. 

1847  4s  . riiomas  C.  l.arkin,  John  Dunn,  llonrv  Kagv. 

184!l  I h.omas  C.  l..irkin,  johr.  Dunn.  I’otor  W.  .Vpvvr. 

1. s.'iU  4).tvi(l  Tynor,  John  l)unn,  I’otor  W.  .\p>:or. 

18->1  [• . D.  Doty,  Dt'inas  1 .l■;;^horln.tn.  Cooryo  l-'r.inco. 

I8n'2  Davul  I'ynor,  John  Duim.  (5oor.ro  I'r.inco, 

KSo;!  1'.  D.  Doty,  J.  1-’..  .\poor,  Di-mas  i .oathorm.in. 

H-'l  !. linos  Dunn.  John  I t i rusi.n,  Dom.l^  i .o.iil'.orm.in. 

IS.i.i  David  l\nor,  John  (.  . Mavs,  hmio'-  I . Dubl'S, 

John  I'oruu^oii.  I.inn  s Dunn,  hunos  F.  Du'i'.'s. 

Do7  lun.uh.iu  Do.m,  J.inios  Dunn,  |.unos  K.  Dublw. 

18.)S-.'li  I’otor  W..\pvoi,  John  Forruson,  lamo-.  F Dubbs. 
18'(U  Jon.ilhan  Do.iii.  John  Dubbs.  I.icob  F.  WNokol'l. 
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18R1' -Rolicrt  M itchcll,  Anibr<ise  Shively,  J;icob  T.  WyckotT. 
]8K2-(vi  Kfihert  Mitcliell,  Allen  I’ontius,  Jnlin  Ihlyyir. 

1804  -Ilavid  Tyner,  Allen  Pontius,  John  Kilifnr. 

180n  -Robert  Mitchell,  D.ivid  'i'vner,  Aden  I'ontius. 

1800 — John  Edtrar,  X.  Atchley,  Robert  Mitchell. 

1807- -John  Ferguson,  \V.  C.  Jiackett,  (7eorge  F.  Leonard.. 

1868 —  Theodore  Inman,  \V.  11.  Flo\t,  \\  . C.  Hackett. 

1869- 70 --iJenias  Leatherman,  R.  \V.  C.  Buchan,in,  Zina 

Hoyt. 

1871 Theodore  Inman,  Levi  Burgoon,  Martin  Scheil. 

1872-  -Zephaniah  Wells,  Levi  Burgoon,  .Martin  Scheil. 

1878 — Zejrhaniah  Wells,  M’,  C.  Hackett,  Levi  Burgoon, 

1874  76— Stephen  Leonard,  Leon.ud  Rush,  Levi  Burgoon. 
1877  -R.  W.  C.  Buchanan,  Jacob  .Mundwiler,  Le\  i Burgoon. 
1878-  Joseph  Durliat,C.  Rowell,  Allen  S.  4'erguson. 

1879  -Amlrevv  Bergman,  Stephen  Leonard,  Allen  S.  Fer- 
guson. 

1880—  A.  Bergman,  John  Ferguson,  Samuel  Leonard. 

1881—  Robert  Turnbell,  John  F'erguson,  Wilham  W altman. 

1882 —  R.  W.  C.  Buchanan,  Geo.W.  X'eedles,  Levi  W.  Burgoon. 
188,'l --Andrew  Bergman,  Josefih  Flerringshaw,  Levi  Burgoon. 
1884  -G.  W.  Mundwiler,  Joseph  Herringshaw,  Andrew 

Burgman. 

i885~~-R.  \V.  C.  Buchanan,  Sidney  Greelev,  W.  T.  Borough. 
1886— R.  W.  C.  Buchanan,  Sidney  Greeley,  Lorenzo  Thionias. 

In  1887,  Ellis  \V.  Sperow  was  elected;  1888, 
James  T.  Baker;  1889,  Elias  H.  Westenhaver , 
1890,  John  Farqaharson;  1891.  Garrett  Hams; 
1892,  Marlin  Reigle;  1893,  J^^l'n  C.  Wansitler; 
Jacob  Trantmanwas  appointed  in  December,  z icc 
Reigle;  i 894,  Jesse  Hager  app.  Jan.  i 7,  r'/Ve  Garrett 
Harris,  resigned;  1894,  John  H.  Hanna  and  Em- 
met Lyle  elected;  m 1895  John  Miller  received 
195  Democratic  votes  against  a Republican  vote 
of  149  cast  for  W.  S.  Armstrong;  in  1896,  Will- 
iam Milliron  was  elected. 

Clerks. — The  clerks  of  the  township  have  been 
as  follows:  John  Bowman,  who,  as  clerk,  made 

the  school  census  in  1842;  John  R.  Apger  down 
to  1852,  when  C.  B.  Wyckcff  was  elected;  fames 
Ferguson  was  chosen  clerk  in  1854;  C.  B,  Wyck- 
off,  1855;  George  France,  i 856 ; James  Ferguson, 
• 857 H^lEh  Eontius,  1 S64;  James  Ferguson,  1865; 
Peter  W.  Apger,  1866:  Samuel  Dunn,  1S68; 
James  Ferguson,  1870;  Samuel  Dunn,  1871;  P. 
H.  Robertson,  1874;  James  A.  Tinney,  1879; 
H.  R,  Donaldson,  1880;  James  A.  Tinney,  1881; 
James  Weirner,  1882;  James  A.  Tinney,  1883;  E. 
H,  Westenhaver,  1884;  John  Eaken,  1885;  fames 
Po.x.  1888;  James  .A.  Tinney,  1889:  fesse  Hager. 
1890;  A.  P.  Kiger,  1892  (but  Jesse  Hager  held 
office  until  SeptemberJ;  George  F,  Dunn,  1894; 
George  Dernier,  1896. 

Treasurers. — The  office  of  treasurer  has  been 
filled  by  John  Dubbs,  184010  1845;  Eaac  Diibb.s, 
1845;  Joim  Dubbs,  1851;  S.  J.  Knowlaml,  i8;4; 
Nathan  Atchley.  1855-39;  [no  records];  Wavne 
Mapes,  18  — ; (^eorge  hisli,  1874;  Stephen  Leon- 
ard,   ; Levi  Burgoon,  i88o;  H.  Iv,  Donald- 

son, 1881  : Henry  1'.  Scherer,  1S82;  George 
Wagonlander.  1885;  G.  W,  Mundwiler,  1886: 


Uriah  Dishong,  1889;  James  E.  Weirner,  1891; 
and  Jesse  Hager,  1895. 

Assessors.  — In  1896,  John  Ray  was  elected, 
but  died  soon  after,  and  J.  W.  Yates  was  ap- 
pointed Afay  9,  same  year,  to  succeed  him. 

The  certificate  of  the  election  of  Samuel  Bow- 
man, Sr.,  in  May,  1844,  gives  the  names  of  the 
ten  voters  present,  including  Casper  B.  W'yekoff, 
James  Dunn,  Robert  R.  Crist,  John  Runyan, 
Henry  Kagy,  Nicholas  Crist,  Samuel  Bowman, 
Sr.,  Samuel  Bowman,  fr.,  Whlliam  Crist  and 
Thomas  C.  Larkins.  Samuel  Bowman  cast  a 
vote  for  himself,  thus  receiving  the  ten  votes  cast 
at  that  election  for  justice  of  the  peace 


Ta.x payers,  iS^o. — The  assessment  of  Jack- 
son  township,  for  1840,  gi\es  the  names  of  John 
Dubbs,  Daniel  McMillen  and  Jacob  Smith  as 
being  taxed  for  real  estate,  and  Samuel  Bowman, 
fohn  Dubbs,  Peter  Hockenberry,  Edward  Rowan 
and  Edward  Rowan,  Jr.,  for  personal  property. 

Taxpayers,  iSAy — The  resident  taxpayers  in 
fune,  1853,  were  Peter  \V\  and  fohn  R.  Apger; 
Edward  Coyn;  P'red  D.  Doty;  George  ( Sr.  1 Will- 
iam, Peter,  James,  Elizabeth  and  George  , Jr.) 
Dunn;  John  and  William  Dubbs;  George  France; 
James  and  John  Ferguson;  Ezra  and  fames  G. 
Hathawa\';  Peter  F.  Millsberry;  Demas  Leather- 
man;  John  and  William  Mays;  Micliael  Nickel- 
son;  Sam.  J.  Knowland:  John  Runyan;  David 
Tyner;  Adam  M'altman;  and  Caspar  R.  and  John 
Wyckoff. 

SCHOOLS. 

Common  Schools. — The  first  official  notice  of 
school  matters  is  contained  in  a report,  ruiade  in 
October,  1842,  on  the  number  of  children,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  twenty  years,  in  Jack- 
son  township.  John  Bowman,  then  clerk,  signed 
the  document,  which  was  found  among  the  files 
in  the  auditor's  office,  with  many  other  valuable 
records  dealing  with  Henry,  Jackson  and  other 
southern  to.wnships.  The  names  of  the  children 
and  their  parents  are  given  as  follows;  District 
No.  I — Andrew,  John,  George,  William,  Mar- 
garet, Oliver  and  Ann,  children  of  John  Mays; 
Sarah,  fohn,  facob,  Hannah.,  Henry  and  Peter, 
children  of  Casper  B.  Wyckoff;  Andrew,  Afar}' 
Ann,  John  and  Isaac,  children  of  Eli.zabetl'i  Crist; 
Elizabeth,  Isaac,  Calh.eiine  and  Emil}',  children 
of  Samuel  Bowman;  Ehzal)eth  and  fohn  .Sim- 
nn)ns,  adopted  children  of  fohn  Dubbs;  and 
John,  son  of  Nicholas  Cri>t.  Down  to  that  date. 
October  20,  1842,  there  was  no  schoed  Innise 
erected  within  the  limits  of  |ackson,  nor  a dis- 
trict school  taught  therein. 
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The  school  records  of  jackson,  in  possession 
of  the  clerk,  date  back  to  Jni}'  22,  1876,  when  a 
record  of  a new  school  house  in  District  No.  6, 
was  made.  Among  the  directors  of  the  township 
were  R.  W'.  C.  Buchanan,  A.  S.  Ferguson,  Z. 
F.  Willison,  \Vm.  Burgoon,  Stephen  jDeonard, 
William  Blackburn,  George  Mundwiler,  James 
Keer,  L.  Meyers,  P.  K.  Randolph,  Garret 
'I'catsworth,  J.  B.  Dunn,  and  Demas  Leather- 
man.  In  1878,  a schoolhouse  was  erected  in 
District  No.  3,  and  the  old  buildings  of  Districts 
3 and  7 were  ordered  to  be  sold.  Jesse  Ruff, 
Thomas  Davis  and  O.  O.  Butterfield  were  new 
members  of  the  board  in  1878.  when  a new 
building  was  authorized  in  District  No.  i.  In 
1881,  Z.  F.  M’illison  and  R.  H.  Donaldson  were 
elected  members  of  the  board.  On  petition  of 
Joseph  Durliat  and  others,  a joint  sub-district 
was  established  in  1S82,  when  Andrew  Bergman. 
C.  M.  Hunt,  John  P'erguson,  James  T.  Dean  and 
F.  M.  Hudson  were  new  members.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1882,  a brick  school  house  was  authorized 
for  District  No.  9;  IDistrict  No.  8 was  discon- 
tinued, but  re-established,  and  a school  house 
erected  in  1884.  There  are  brick  buildings  in 
Districts  No.  8,  9.  4 and  3,  the  last  erected  in 
1895.  The  school  interests  are  advancing  like 
the  agricultural  interests  of  this  township;  so  that 
all  the  conditions  which  militated  against  com- 
mon schools  in  1842  are  changed  now'. 


HOYTVILLE. 

The  village  was  surveyed  by  W.  H.  Wood, 
in  1873,  for  G.  B.  Mills  and  William  Hoyt. 
Several  lots  w'ere  sold  in  view  of  the  completion 
of  the  Baltimore  iN  Ohio  railroad;  but  the  buyers 
appear  to  have  preferred  building  in  other  new 
towns  suggested  by  the  coming  railroad,  and,  for 
a decade,  little  progress  was  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  business  and  dwelling  houses.  In 

1882,  Hoytville  shared  in  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  country,  a church  building  was  erected  in 

1883,  and  by  the  fall  of  1886  the  hamlet  attained 
village  pro[)ortions. 

I'he  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  Hoyt- 
ville was  presented  September  6.  1886,  signed 
by  fifty-si.x  residents.  S(3me  days  later  a remon- 
strance. signed  by  forty-seven  residents,  was  filed, 
followed  by  a second  remonstrance  and  a second 
petition.  On  Decemlier  6,  that  year,  the  com- 
missioners granted  the  prayer  of  the  second  peti-  i 
tion,  and  the  people  wort  ordered  to  elect  (.tfucers  . 
in  April  of  1887.  The  first  meeting  of  the  coun- 
cilmen  was  held  April  21,  1887.  at  the  office  of 
! •:  H.  w estenhaver.  Miner  Wailsworth,  the 


! first  mayor,  presided;  Sylvester  Fo.x  was  clerk; 

! James  E.  Weimer,  treasurer,  John  Merritt,  mar- 
; shal;  Christian  Powell,  sealer;  and  Hugh  II . 

Price,  Lyman  Colvin,  George  M'.  Mundwiler, 

' Uriah  Dishong,  Tiiomas  M.  Moorehead  and 
I William  Sw'aney,  councilnien.  Rules  for  the 
government  of  the  village  were  adopted  the  same 
day,  and  the  little  municipality  took  its  place 
among  the  incorporated  villages  of  the  couiitv. 
E.  H.  Westenhaver  was  elected  mayor  in  1S8S; 
Jesse  Hager,  in  1889;  Allen  Ferguson,  in  1S93; 
and  Nathan  H.  Mills,  in  1S93;  "’hile  A.  P.  KIger 
I succeeded  Sylvester  Fox  as  clerk  in  1891.  The- 
: election  in  1896  resulted  as  follows;  Mayor, 

\ James  ' A.  Tinney  (elected  in  July,  sworn  in 
August  4 to  fill  unexpired  term  caused  b}’  the 
i resignation  of  N.  H.  Mills;;  clerk,  A.  Kiger; 

councilnien,  G.  N.  Mundwiler.  Peter  Hunlock 
, and  J.  D.  W.  Hoot;  members  of  school  board — 
Special  School,  comprising  old  Tow  nship  District 
No.  2 (including  corporation; — Jacob  Trautman 
and  H.  F.  Scherer. 

' Post  Office.  — It  is  said  that  the  first  post  of- 
fice in  the  neighborhood  of  Hoytville  was  called 
Egypt,  and  that  Jolin  R.  Apger  was  the  incum- 
: bent  thereof  as  early  as  1859.  It  is  certain  that 
he  had  charge  of  the  office  in  1S62.  About  that 
time,  the  office  was  discontinued,  and  not  estab- 
lished until  1S69,  when  Zina  Hoyt  is  remembered 
as  postmaster,  and  David  Barton,  mail-carrier. 
Chauncey  Maltby  succeeded  Ho\t,  then  came 
I H.  I'.  Scherer,  R.  H.  Donaldson,  U.  Dishong, 

' A.  F.  Ferguson  (who  held  tlie  office  in  1 8S9  , 

; and  Martin  Reigle,  in  1890.  Jesse  Plager  is  the 
present  incumbent. 

Opera  House. — The  Hoytville  Opera  House, 
a two-story  frame  building,  50x30  feet,  was 
j erected  for  Jesse  Hager,  Cieorge  Kline  and  A.  S. 
i Ferguson,  in  1894.  It  is  simply  the  old  school 
1 house  on  the  old  site,  refitted  for  the  purpose  of 
i a Grand  Army  hall  and  opera  house  at  a cost 
; of  $ 1 , 500. 

; The  Pa' g Fire. — The  fire  of  .August  29,  1S88, 

may  be  said  to  ha\  e destroyed  Main  street,  north 
of  the  Baltimore  N:  Ohio  railroad,  including  U. 
Dishong's  and  James  Leatherman's  buildings, 
Rader's  and  Mason’s  dwellings,  John  Eaken's  and 
Widow  Wall's  dwellings,  Eaken’s  saloon  and  ?>I. 
C.  Apger’s  store.  On  September  5,  Dewe\' s 
stave  factory  was  destroyed,  following  th.e  Traut- 
man saw  and  planing  mills  and  hoop  factory, 
burned  Seiitember  i,  that  year. 

Sc/tool. — The  school  board  records  in  posses- 
sion of  .Mien  S.  I'erguson,  date  back  to  .Xngu.'t 
29,  1892,  when  the  village  was  set  off  as  a sep- 
arate district.  Iwiiian  CoLin,  J.  W.  ’Whites  and 
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Allen  S.  Ferguson  were  elected  memhers  of  the 
board;  Jesse  Hager,  treasurer;  and  A.  S.  Fer-  j 
guson,  clerk.  The  small  frame  house  of  old  Dis- 
trict No.  2,  was  presided  o\er  h\’  George  C. 
Hanson,  who  reniadned  here  until  the  present 
modern  brick  house  was  opened.  On  April  22, 
1893,  the  resolution  to  build  a school  house  at  a 
cost  not  e.xceeding  $8,500,  was  carried  by  the 
board,  and,  when  submitted  to  the  people,  received 
forty-six  votes,  being  all  that  were  cast.  The 
directors  chosen  were  A.  S.  Ferguson,  Jacol) 
Trautinan,  James  T.  Baker,  James  F.  Dillinger, 
G.  W.  Needles  and  Levi  Burgoun.  The  school 
tax  in  1893  was  twenty-two  mills,  increased  in 
April,  1895,  to  twenty-five  mills,  eighteen  mills 
being  for  building  charges.  The  same  board, 
with  the  exception  of  G.  W.  Needles,  whose 
place  was  taken  by  John  Miller,  in  1895, 
ages  the  school  affairs. 

The  Christian  Union  Society  was  organized 
February  14,  1873,  by  Rev.  Stephen  Smitli, 
with  the  following  named  members:  G.  B.  Mills, 

T.  J.  and  Mary  R.  Downharn,  Lovina  Mills, 
Thomas  and  Barbara  klirice,  George  and  Eliza- 
beth Kline,  John  Mills,  Mary  Apger  and  Chris- 
tian and  Mary  Hager.  The  pastors,  in  the  order 
of  service,  were  Revs.  Smith,  Hazens,  Roberts, 
B.  Hazens,  Mitchell,  Burget,  Swinehart,  Paine, 
Dufroy,  Johnston,  Clover  and  McBride,  while 
the  present  pastor  is  Mr.  Aultz.  Thomas  Myrice, 
T.  J.  Downharn  and  G.  B.  Mills  were  the  elders 
after  organization.  Mr.  Mills  died  in  1895,  and 
Levi  Ifurgoon  is  the  elder  at  present.  The  sev- 
enty-five members  of  this  society  own  the  nreet- 
ing  house  completed  in  1875,  3.t  a cost  of  $600. 

The  Church  of  God,  west  of  Hoytville,  may 
be  grouped  with  the  village  churches.  The 
building  is  a substantial  frame  one,  to  which  the 
name.  “Jackson  Bethel,”  is  given. 

'The  United  Brethren  Church  was  organized 
many  years  ago,  near  the  south  line  of  the 
county,  with  David,  Jacob  and  Israel  Smith.  N. 
Helfrick,  and  their  wives,  as  members.  In  1883 
Hoytville  was  selected  as  the  meeting  place  of 
the  society,  where  a church  house  was  erected  at 
a cost  of  $2,000.  In  June,  1S95.  there  were 
130  members  reported.  Mr.  Snok  was  pastor, 
and  James  P>aker,  clerk.  The  Oakdale  society, 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  township,  erected 
a house  for  worship  about  twelve  years  ago. 

'I he  Methodist  Tpiscopal  Chureh  circuit,  of 
Hoytville,  was  formed  in  1890,  out  of  the  North 
Baltimore  circuit.  It  then  included  I hn  t'.  ille, 
Hamrnansburg  and  South  Liberty,  with  Mr. 
Wingate  in  charge,  for  the  year  ending  t)ctolH'r 
31.  1891.  During  his  term  the  work  cT  building 


a parsonage  was  commenced.  Mr.  Boltin  suc- 
ceeded, when  the  Portage  and  Prairie  classes 
were  includetl  in  ids  circuit.  Rew  W.  G.  Little 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1893,  when  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Criven  was  appointed.  At  that  time  there  were 
only  a few  members,  but  now  there  are  about 
forty  members,  with  Rev.  ^V^  F.  Ernsberger 
preacher-in-charge.  The  class  is  much  older 
than  the  circuit.  Prior  to  1885,  Rev.  Mr.  Young 
was  here,  later  came  Mr.  Reeder;  then  A.  C. 
Thomas  in  1885;  next  A.  A.  Thomas;  and  fol- 
lowing him  were  the  ministers  named  above. 
Reynolds  Ross  has  been  class-leader  since  1S90. 

Kigcr  Post,  Xo.  jyy,  G.  A.  R.,  was  char- 
tered .\'Iarch  10,  1891,  with  Allen  S.  Ferguson, 

L.  W.  Mason,  Martin  Mk  Reigle,  Jeff.  Fleigle, 
S.  A.  Shane,  W.  C.  Hackett,  John  Sprague,  Jacob 
Mundwiler,  Daniel  Ramsey,  Whn.  Hiirson,  E. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Hunt,  Demas  Leatherman, 
Solomon  Sheller,  A.  B.  Smith,  George  Kline,  D. 

M.  Andersen,  J.  F.  Mapes,  James  McGollumand 
James  M.  I'erguson.  The  commanders  were  L. 
W.  Mason,  and  the  second,  Sol.  Sheller,  while 
Daniel  Ramsey,  the  present  commander,  \sas 
elected  in  December,  1893.  The  adjutant,  from 
organization  to  January,  1894,  was  Allen  S.  Fer- 
guson; Solomon  Sheller  succeeded  him,  and  in 
January,  1S95,  James  McCollum  was  installed. 

Robert  MeCormie  Camp,  S.  of  U,  w'as  char- 
tered June  16,  1893.  with  th.e  following  named 
members:  D.  S..  E.  W.,  John  G.  and  J.  M. 

Leatherman,  A.  B. , Jesse  and  Mack  I'erguson, 
\\k  S.  Kempfield,  I.  J.  i\IcCormic,  John  Strait, 
Ed.  Mdlcox,  Whlliam  and  Harry  Mundwiler, 
Hugh  and  John  Copus,  John  Ramsey.  Leonard 
I'uller,  W.  A.  Ralston,  Ance  and  John  Thomas, 
John  Reigle,  R.  W.  Leonard  and  Bert  Hutson. 
The  officers  of  the  camp,  down  to  1895,  '''‘'ere 
elected  from  among  the  charter  members. 

Hoytville  Lodge,  \o.  p6y,  K.  op  P.,  was 
chartered  August  19,  1891,  with  the  following 
named  members:  fames  E.  Weimer,  N.  H. 

Mills  ( I ),  E.  H.  McBride  (3  \ F.  J.  McBride, 
C.  H.  Mundwiler,  B.  Walls.  J.  E. 'Mills,  G.  A. 
Denner,  Jesse  Hager,  George  Copus,  H.  C.  Mdls, 

' 1'.  M.  Moorehcad,  F.  M.  Walls.  J.  W.  Hartsel 
I (2),  P.  M.  Hemlack,  M.  Wadsworth,  Martin 
I Rigal,  J.  E.  Slosser,  J.  II.  Wingate,  George 
Barber,  W.  J.  Trusdale,  J.  M.  Leatherman.  S. 
and  T.  J.  Herringshaw,  J.  M.  Blair,  H.  R. 
Shecler  ( 4 ),  N.  D Dishong,  J.  Wyckoff 
R.  B.  Smith  ( 7 ],  b'mmett  B.irher,  d'.  P.  Rigal, 
■A,  P.  Kiger,  J.  P.  Rigid,  G. . W.  Needh  s,  Will- 
iam .Swaiiew  Charles  Weising'a'  and  Sidney 
Greele\'.  The  names  after  which  tlie  numi'rais 
occur  are  those  of  past  chancellors,  but  J.  T 
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Smith,  the  sixth  in  order  of  service,  and  E.  L.  i 
Smith,  the  eij:jhth,  were  not  charter  members.  , 
h'rank  f . McBride,  J.  E.  \\"eimer  and  N.  H.  Mills, 
served  the  lodge  as  keepers  of  records  and  seals,  ; 
in  the  order  in  which  the  names  are  given.  | 
There  were  sixty-two  members  reported  in  June,  ' 
1895. 

HAMLETS. 

( 

Faniliam  was  the  name  given,  about  1 S68,  | 
to  the  post  office  established  at  that  time  in  the  j 
northwestern  corner  of  the  township.  Joseph  Dur-  : 
hat,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  district,  carried  ; 
on  the  office  until  his  death,  September  20,  1 8S9,  ! 
when  it  was  discontinued.  The  only  manufac-  I 
taring  industry,  a sawmill,  was  abandoned  late  ' 
in  the  “eighties,”  when  the  nrachinery  was  , 
moved  to  Lima.  ; 

The  pioneers  of  the  Farnham  district  in  Jack-  1 


son  township,  were  Joseph  Durliat,  James  Blake. 
Martin  Schell  and  Christopher  Sisler,  all  gone  to 
the  heaven  merited  by  the  pioneers,  while  Joseph 
King,  V.h  Ellsworth,  Leonard  Rusli  and  a few 
others,  who  came  in  the  “sixties”  and  early 
“seventies,”  are  yet  residents. 

Prairie  Class  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized  about  six  years  ago.  In 
1895,  a house  for  worship  was  erected  near  the 
center  of  the  township,  which  was  dedicated 
September  8,  1895.  class  is  small  in  num- 

ber, but  enthusiastic. 

Oakland,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
county,  takes  its  name  from  the  title  of  the 
United  Brethren  church  building  erected  there 
twelve  or  thirteen  3mars  ago,  which  draws  its 
membership,  principally,  from  the  townships  of 
the  adjoining  counties. 


CHAPTER 


LAKE  TOWNSHIP. 

Its  early  History — Population,  Etc. — Township  Ofticial-s — Schools — Mii  lbur v — Walrridge 
— -Latchie — Moline — Cummings— Official  History — Churches — Societies,  Etc. 


This  township  was  established  June  3, 
1 844,  and  its  boundaries  declared  to  be 
coterminous  with  those  of  Congressional 
township  7 N. , R.  i 2 E.  The  commis- 
sioners ordered  the  first  election  to  be  held  at  the 
house  of  John  Shinabarger,  J une  1 5,  1 844;  but 
there  appears  to  have  been  a hitch  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  the  first  notices  of  township  officials 
were  sent  to  the  auditor  in  1845.  The  trustee’s 
journal  from  1845  to  1853  cannot  be  found,  but 
an  attempt  to  find  the  names  of  the  officers  in 
township  and  county  documents  has  been  suc- 
cessful. The  records  from  the  close  of  1861  to 
March,  1880,  are  also  in  some  unknown  place, 
if  at  all  in  existence;  but  partial  substitutes  for 
them  have  also  been  discovered  in  the  aiulitor's 
office.  Prior  to  December  3,  1838.  the  town- 
ship was  a part  of  Perrysbiirg.  From  that  day, 
until  its  organization,  it  was  a part  of  Troy  town- 
ship. 'fhe  population  in  ’ 50  " ■i-'’ '5-- 
1890  it  was  credited  with  2,131  inhabitants,  in- 
cluding the  546  inhabitants  of  Millbury  village. 

I he  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  was  made  in 


j 1830.  b}'  Alex.  Holmes,  and  of  the  section  lines 
in  1833,  Ambrose  Rice. 

1 Township  Officials. — The  justices  of  the  peace 

are  named  as  follows;  Caspar  Noel,  who  quali- 
' fied  in  Juls’,  1847,  and  P.  G Loop,  who  was 
' elected,  but  did  not  qualify;  Caspar  Noel,  1850 
j to  1859:  Joseph  Harpel,  1851;  Samuel  P.  .\llen, 

; 1857  to  1873;  James  Penigar,  1859;  fohn  Baile\'. 

I 1859;  Wh  L.  Wight,  1862;  J.  R.  Tracy,  elected 
J in  1865  and  again  in  1868;  C.  H.  Roberts,  1800; 
E.  Johnson,  1871;  J.  Z.  Elliott,  1872  to  i8"8; 
George  Vvhse,  1874;  H.  I).  Grove,  from  1S77  to 
1895;  Jacob  Pheils,  1878;  A.  Mc.-Mlister,  inSi; 
Joseph  Crago,  i884  to  1893,  re-elected  in  1803 
for  tlie  full  term;  H,  I).  Grove  (D.'i,  re-elected  in 
1895,  for  three  years,  making  seventh  term,  and 
twenty-one  years’  consecuti\e  service. 

The  trustees  of  Lake  township  are  named  in 
the  following  list,  the  names  from  18.15  >•853 

inclusive  being  gathered  in  the  auditor's  office,  a- 
the  townsh.ip  records  for  that  [>criod  are  not  to  b-- 
found; 
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184o  -Jacob  I-'nrry,  Jar.ies  McL.ary^in,  Sarrmc!  Wa^j^oncr. 
184<) — Samuel  W'ascijoner,  James  .McLarsin,  Jacob  Furry. 
1S4T  \Vm.  Jeffery,  Samuei  W'a^etiner,  James  Moore. 

1848  -John  O'Fear'c,  James  M cLarein,  James  Mo  ire. 

1841) — jame.s  La,  i-'arree,  John  O'l.eary,  I’liilip  (/.  I.oo]). 

1850 — John  Nuei,  fleorgc  Akenherger,  J.  .51c)^argin. 

1852- 58 — Jolin  S.  La  1 arree,  John  ('’Leary,  (!-.  .■\ki.'nbe.''g-er. 

1854—  George  .-\kenberger,  Flias  Hanley,  W illiam  Jeffery. 

1855 —  John  .8.  ],a  Farree,  Sam.  W aggoner,  Sam.  L.  .-Mien. 
185tj — John  O’Leary,  Samuei  Waggoner,  John  Xoel. 

1857 —  William  Jeffery,  .Samuel  Waggoner.  S.  P.  .\ilen. 

1858- -Jose|ih  tlar]rel,  Samuel  Wagge.ner,  .S.  P.  .A.!len. 

1851)  60  John  O’Leary,  (.leorge  Akenberger,  Fdwin  .\yers. 
1861- -John  ()’Leary,  Jacob  Furry,  Thomas  Crago. 

1882-08  -Wm.  jt  ffery,  William  Matthews,  Thoma.s  Crago. 
1804 — William  Jeffery,  .S.  P.  .\ilen,  Thomas  Crago. 

18(>5  --.S.  P.  Allen,  J.  R.  ITacy,  Jacob  Furry. 

1800-  -\V.  L.  Wighi,  .S.  W’.  'Warner,  Jacol)  Furry. 

1807 —  'F.  K.  Craine,  W.  L.  Wight,  George  Akenberger, 

1808 —  Thomas  Crago,  S.  W,  W arner,  T.  E,  Wight, 

1801) ---Thomas  Crago,  C.  H.  Roberts,  .Andrew  'I'oung. 

187'.) — Jacob  niefenthaler,  C.  H.  Roberts,  (ileorgc -Akenbc-rger. 
1871  James  Pcnniger,  (fharles  Tyler,  Ger.irge  Akenberger. 
1812  '\V.  H.  .Ma.Krield,  Ch.irles  Tyler,  Elias  Hanley. 

lS73--Jacoh  .Miller,  Charles  Tyler,  Elias  Hanley. 

1874 —  George  .-Ykenberger,  Cha.rles  Tyler,  Jame.s  Penniger. 

1875—  George  Akenberger,  Charles  Tyler,  If.  .-Yyers. 

1870 — George  Akruberger,  Charles  Tyler,  C,  ,F.  Cha[iman. 
1878 — Charles  L.  V\’inch.est'-r,  George  if.  Cool.  Ff lias  Hanley. 
187'J  ■ diaries  If,  Winchester,  John  O’Leary,  Percy  .Ayers. 
1880  -81  Jidtn  (^)’Leary,  Percy  .Ayers,  C.  Krunime'l. 

18S3  - H.  H.  Mower,  John  H.Sijifie,  John  Isch,  Jr. 

1884 — H.  H.  Mower,  Joseph  Guy,  Jolm  Isch,  Jr. 

1885  --H.  H.  Mower,  Jacob  Diefenthaler,  Johii  Isch,  Jr. 

1880  - 11,  H.  Mower,  Jacob  Diefenthaler.  James  Lund. 

1887  - B.  I.  Luslier,  Jacob  Diefenthaler,  M.  H.  Movver. 

In  l88S  Samuel  Hanley  was  elected  for  the 
long  term;  in  1SS9,  Eduard  Traver;  1890,  B. 
F.  Lusher;  1891,  K.  J.  Hahn;  1S92,  A.  J.  Lut- 
man;  1S93,  Dennis  O’Leary;  1894-96,  William 
Berry,  with  J.  Lutman  and  Dennis  O’Leary 
form  the  hoard  for  1895  ^^d  1896. 

In  July,  18S1.  tlie  contract  to  build  two  town 
halls  in  this  township  was  awarded  to  Jacob, 
John,  Sr.,  John,  Tr.,  and  Joseph  Pheils,  on  their 
bid  of  $ 1 , 863. 38. 

The  assessors  were  Caspar  Noel,  1845;  fol- 
lowed by  William  Jeffery,  1850;  Joseph  Ilarpel, 
1855;  William  Jeffery,  1858;  Jonathan  Ecken- 
berger,  1859;  Jacob  Furry,  i860;  John  Bailey, 
i860  (no  records  1 86  i to  i 879  inclusive);  Ed  E. 
Connor  and  Zophar  \\’arner,  1880;  Josej'h  Long 
and  R.  S.  Sweet,  1882;  Charles  Winchester  and 
J.  L.  Chase,  1S83;  R.  S.  Sweet  and  Jerome 
Stornier,  1884;  Albert  Bailey  and  Jerome 
Storrner,  1885  and  1887;  Albert  .\yers  and  Jerome 
Stormer,  1886;  Albert  .\\  ers  and  Zophar  \Varnor, 
1888;  Albert  A\ers  and  F.  J.  Schriber,  1889; 
Henry  Bohnsen  and  I'.  J.  Schriber,  1890  92;. \. 
J.  Stein  and  Henry  Bohnsen,  1893;  Albert 
Ayers  and  William  Navarre,  1894. 

The  clerks  were  Jacob  I'urry,  '.845;  John  S. 
La  l''arrcc,  1836;  John  Bailey,  1 8 59 ; Sherman 
Jackson,  i860;  II.  11.  Hower,  1 86 1 ; .^.  J.tckson, 
1861;  Jolm  .S.  I. a i'arree,  i 862  ; James  I’iniiiger, 


1863;  James  Pinniger,  Jr.,  1S6S;  J.  R.  Tracy. 
1S70;  C.  L.  Chapman,  1871;  Vd.  J.  Bailey: 

' 1873;  !'•  Grove,  1875,  and  H.  D.  Grow, 
from  7\pril  i6,  1877,  to  the  present  time  (re-el- 
ected 1896),  making  21  consecutive  years  service. 

The  treasurer’s  office  has  been  tilled  by 
Thomas  Crago,  1843;  Casper  Noel,  1S59;  Geo. 
Akenberger,  1S61;  G.  L.  Lufrnan,  1862;  A.  J. 
Miller,  1866;  John  Haile\b  appointed  in  1S79  to 
succeed  Miller.  George  Yager,  1S80;  and  W.  J. 

I Bailey  1S91-1S96;  .Albert  .A\’ers,  and  .A..  J.  Stein 
. elected  1896. 

i The  record  books  of  Lake,  down  to  a few 
' years  ago,  are  in  no  better  condition  than  those 
1 of  P'rcedom,  Montgomery,  Plain  and  many 
other  townshijis.  A few  important  books  were 
, found  in  the  Bailey  school,  one  or  two  in  th.e 
! town  hall,  and  modern  journals  in  Mr.  Grove's 
residence.  The  list  of  officials,  however,  was 
perfected  in  the  county  auditor's  office,  where  the 
tax  levy  documents  were  examined. 

Si'/ioo/s. — The  school  records  date  hack  to 
: May  31,  1849,  when  the  trustees  established  two 
school  districts.  In  July,  following,  the  people 
I of  District  No.  i voted  .$500  to  build  a house  for 
school  purposes.  In  Marcii,  1831,  District  No. 
3 was  iormed,  there  being  thirty-seven  pupils  m 
District  No.  i,  eight  in  No.  2 and  twenty-five  in 
No.  3.  Among  the  teachers  were  Ann  \’a,'S, 
Dorcas  E.  Brown,  Mrs.  Cliollelte,  .-‘uigustus  La- 
: I'arree.  The  school  records  in  possession  of 
Clerk  Grove  date  back  to  i 8fio,  when  S.  P.  .Alien 
yvas  chairman  of  the  board  of  education.  He 
I was  also  director  of  District  No.  2.  while  George. 

Shure  and  John  C'Leary  uere  directors  of  No.  i ; 

, William  Bosse,  of  No.  4;  T.  Cros=man  of  No.  3 : 

I and  J.  Pheils,  of  No.  3.  The  teachers  in  1 860 
were  .Misses  Stephens,  Thornton,  Shepard,  Vass, 
Chollette,  Wise  and  I'lanan.  with  .Messrs.  John 
P'urry,  Egleston,  J.  II.  La  I'arree,  Morse.  John- 
son, J.  B.  McCutcheii,  Conrod,  and  Hooper, 
while  .Martha  Gorrill  taught  tlie  joint  district 
school  of  Troy  and  Lake  townships.  There 
were  24  male  and  29  female  pupils  in  Sub-Dis- 
trict .No.  i;  22  mall'  and  15  female  pujuls  in  No. 
2;  20  male  and  19  female  pupils  in  No.  3;  17 
male  and  23  female  pupils  in  No.  4:  and  21  male 
and  20  female  j'nj'ils  in  Sub-District  No.  3.  with 
3 pupils  in  Lake  and  Tro\’  No.  i,  and  i in  Lake 
and  IMirysbiirg  No.  9.  During  war  days  sev- 
eral of  the  above  nanied.  with  .\ngc!a  Stevens. 
Mary  McAllister,  .Mary  Gwens,  Emily  .\.  War- 
ren, Millicent  B.  Duke.  Amaiubi  La  I'arree.  Still- 
man George,  Rose  Matthews,  George  Furrv,  R 
B Wdii.soii,  jane  Inman.  L'\  iua  Bionso'i,  Carno 
Brow  nsberger,  Mary  .Ann  .Moore,  j.  i'.  Blake, 
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t'orneliiis  Smith,  S.  Grover,  Marpjaret  Regan, 
Maria  Kent,  Jennie  I3ald\vin,  Ella  Knight,  Libbie 
iileason  and  Emma  Beach  were  teachers  in  this 
tou  nship. 

In  1869,  Thomas  Elliott  and  \\’illiam  Sand- 
ers were  directors  of  Sub-Uistrict  No.  5;  John  \V. 
rheils  and  Benedict  Isch  of  No.  3 { where  a new 
>rhool  building  was  erected);  John  S.  La  Farree 
;tiid  George  Akenberger,  of  No.  i ; S.  P.  Allen 
and  J.  W.  Slayman,  of  No.  2;  J.  R.  Tracy  and 
\V.  H.  Maxfield,  of  No.  4.  There  were  33  male 
.md  41  female  pupils  then  enrolled  in  Sub-District 
No.  i;  42  males  and  42  females  in  No.  2;  37 
males  and  45  females  in  No.  3;  57  male  and  66 
females  in  No.  4;  47  males  and  43  females  in  No. 
5,  or  453  pupils  in  the  sub-districts,  and  22  in  the 
joint  districts,  then  numbered  i,  9. and  5.  In 
October,  1875,  the  erection  of  a school  house  at 
Latchie,  and  one  at  Walbridge,  was  authorized. 
In  April,  1876,  the  voters  of  the  district  con- 
firmed that  order.  At  the  same  time,  the  follow- 
ing named  directors  were  chosen;  John  D. 
Weaver,  Charles  Winchester,  Joseph  Dimling, 
J.  Diefenthaler,  O.  H.  Deam,  Thomas  Elliott 
and  J.  R.  Tracy,  there  being  then  eight  sub- 
districts.  In  1877,  the  names  of  Samuel  Baker, 
Charles  Tyler,  P.  R.  Harpel,  G.  F'inch,  Thomas 
Elliott  and  John  D.  Weaver,  ap)pear  as  members 
of  the  board  of  education,  with  that  of  H.  D. 
Grove,  clerk.  Samuel  and  Isaac  W'aggoner, 
James  Pinniger,  Fred  Krarnel  and  A.  N.  Schnelle, 
were  among  the  members  in  187S.  John  Marsh, 
Joseph  S.  Phcils,  Joseph  Guy  and  Daniel 
O’Leary,  in  1879:  Benjamin  Thornton,  John 
Shank,  Zojrhar  Warner,  and  Thomas  Rowe,  in 
1 88o;  Robert  Matthews  and  John  Shook,  in  1884; 
Joseph  Traver,  A.  Bowman  and  N.  H.  Hower, 
in  1885-6;  Henry  Christianson,  Alfred  Matthews, 
John  Kelly,  Josejdi  Crago,  Davis  Siegler,  P. 
Cline  and  Samuel  Hanley,  in  1888;  O.  N.  Ayers, 
James  Jeffery  and  G.  B,  Brim,  in  1891;  N.  G. 
Harpel,  John  Brown,  of  Latchie,  Jack  Dicken, 
Charles  P'rane  and  William  Smith,  mav  be 
named  among  the  members  of  the  board.  The 
teachers  in  1893  were  .Arthur  Pinniger,  F.  E. 
Calkins,  F'lorence  Guy,  Corwin  Waggoner,  Anna 
Berge,  Tillie  Rowe,  F.  Behner,  Mary  Brim  and 
Hattie  Grove,  who  received  $60  a month.  In 
1894-93,  Tillie  Rogers,  George  Furree,  G.  \\'. 
Brown,  Sarah  Dye,  Maggie  O'Brien,  Cora  Car- 
penter, Florence  Guv,  Grace  Chapman,  Bertha 
Roscoe  and  Adelia  Marsh,  were  among  the 
teachers. 

MILLBl’KV. 

Millbury  was  surveyed  by  R.  B.  Willison,  and 


I the  plat  recorded  April  14,  1864.  When  the 
, northern  branch  of  the  Lake  Shore  or  Sandusky 
I road  was  surveyed,  the  C.  & T.  Railroad  Company 
I named  the  crossing  of  the  southern  branch  in 
I Clay  township,  Ottawa  county,  “ Clay  Junction." 
I When  the  Sandusky  branch  was  completed,  the 
’ company  sent  Milo  Gage  and  George  Hewitt  to 
attend  the  switch  at  this  pioint.  When  the  ques- 
tion of  petitioning  for  a pest  office,  about  1856, 

; was  discussed,  Hewitt  {proposed  the  name  of 
■ Millbury,  after  a village  between  Worcester  and 
Boston  ( Mass.),  but  the  residents  desired  it  to  be 
j named  “Mark  Lane,”  after  the  English  grain 
market.  The  men  interested  left  tlie  choice  to 
i the  turn  -of  a cent,  heads  being  for  Millbury,  and 
heads  won.  Hewitt  was  appointed  master,  and 
as  the  switchman's  house  was  the  only  one  in 
Millbury  of  that  day,  there  the  office  was  estab- 
lished. James  Pinniger,  George  Lutman,  A.  J. 

' Miller,  W.  J.  Bailey,  H.  D.  Grove,  W.  J.  Bailey 
and  Albert  Kalenbach  { appointed  in  1893  ) suc- 
ceeded Hewitt,  in  the  order  of  the  names,  as 
I postmaster.  George  Hewitt  returned  to  Worces- 
: ter.  Mass.,  of  which  town  he  has  served  as  mavor 
and  councilman  repeatedly.  AS'hen  the  railroad 
j was  commenced,  there  was  no  school  nearer  than 
i the  Jeffery  or  Loup  settlements,  each  hve  miles 
away.  A year  or  so  before  the  post  office  was 
established,  a school  district  w'as  organized. 

0-fficial  Historv--—^^  petition  for  the  incor- 
poration of  the  village  of  Millbury  was  presented 
by  Jasher  Pillars,  Edward  Karchner,  Lorenzo 
Luce  and  A.  P.  Meng,  agents  for  petitioners, 
June  I,  1874,  ^nd  on  September  4 the  enabling 
order  w'as  issued  by  the  commissioners.  An  en- 
' try  in  the  commissioners’  journal,  however,  shows 
; that  a petition,  signed  by  si.xty-four  inhabitants, 
was  considered  and  granted  September  10,  that 
year,  and  this  date,  corresponding  with  the  record 
in  possession  of  the  township  clerk,  must  be  ac- 
cepted as  that  on  which  the  village  became  a 
municipal  body.  The  record  of  election  shows 
that  lit  voters  were  enrolled  on  April  3.  1875, 

; and  that  i 10  votes  were  cast — Lorenzo  Luce. 

: Sr.,  receiving  109  for  councilman.  A.  P.  Meng 
was  elected  mayor,  having  received  seventy  votes 
' against  forty-one  cast  for  N.  M.  Chapman  and 
tw'o  for  George  Wise.  The  councilmen  chosen 
; were  W.  H,  Ma.xfield,  Ed.  Karchner  and  Ed. 
j Johnson,  for  two  years;  L.  Luce.  Sr.,  W.  Taylor 
and  W'illard  Wiglit,  for  one  _\car.  A.  J.  Miller 
1 was  elected  treasurer;  Charles  Sentenis.  recorder, 
and  A.  Dean,  marshal.  The  mayors  of  the  v.l- 
; lage,  elected  since  Ccnti  nnial  year,  are  named  as 
follows;  W.  L.  Wight.  1876.  rur  .Meng.  re- 
signed; Joseph  Long,  Jul_\  , iS~6:  F A.  Grove, 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1879:  A.  P.  Meng,  1881;  C.  F.  Chapman,  1883; 

B.  M.  Darr,  18S7;  W.  J.  Bailey,  1888;  J.  C. 

Elsbree,  1891;  h’.  W.  Jackson,  1893;  Charles 
P'acer,  1895;  Peter  Martin,  1896.  The 

clerks  of  the  village  have  been:  Charles  Sen- 

tenis,  1875:  A.  M.  Tredwell,  1S76;  and  H.  U. 
Grove,  1877-96,  re-elected  1896.  The  treas- 
urers are  named  as  follows:  A.  J.  Miller,  1875; 

George  Yager,  1879:  W.  J.  Bailey,  1891-96,  re- 
elected 1896,  in  which  year  \\k  H.  Facer  was 
elected  marshal. 

The  members  of  the  council,  elected  since 
1876,  are  given  in  the  following  list; 

18Tf> — \V.  L.  W'ipht,  \V.  \V.  Taylor  and  C.  F.  Chapman. 

1877—  A.  .M.  Tredwell,  George  Yager  and  A.  Barto. 

1878 —  ^V.  W . 'I'avlor,  .Abram  Keefer  anil  J.  L.  Moore. 

18711— \V.  L.  Wight,  J.  L.  Chase.  Joseph  Montgomery,  and 

A.  A.  Taylor  to  till  vacancy. 

I88O — A.  A.  Taylor,  J.  A.  Lutinan,  Joseph  Montgomery  and 
J.  L.  Chase. 

1881  — M.Carsner,  D.  A.  Curtice  and  James  Emerson. 

1882 —  Adam  .Martin.  E.  Karchner  and  J.  L.  Chase,  Joseph 
Montgomery  to  till  vacancy. 

1883 —  John  Chrysler,  Joseph  Long  and  .A.  Barto. 

1884  —W.  W.  Brim,  Adam  Martin  and  F.  W.  Jackson. 

I880 — E.  Flarchner,  George  Chapman  and  T.  E.  Wright, 
Jacob  Martin  for  one  year. 

1886 —  F.  W.  Jackson,  James  f'acer  and  J.  L.  Moore. 

1887 —  C.  f'.  Chapman,  M.  F.  Keane  and  A.  A.  Taylor. 

1888 —  A.  Keefer,  A.  Crossman,  A.  Martin  and  X.  1).  Youngs. 
1886  — Henry  Myers  and  John  Ma.Kfield. 

1890 —  A.  Martin,  A.  Crossman  and  F.  W.  Jackson  (two 
years),  and  J.  Facer  (one  year). 

1891— - John  .Maxfield,  John  Chrysler  and  M.  Carsner. 

1892—  Adam  Martin,  James  McLargin  and  John  Munch. 

1893— -A.  J.  Lutman,  X.  D.  \'oungs  and  John  Chrysler. 

1894 —  Adam  .Martin,  John  Munch  and  M.  Carsner. 

1895 —  Charles  Cam[ier,  A.  J.  Lutman,  Herbert  Smith  and 
A.  Crossman. 

1896 —  Charles  Cam,)er.  John  Munch,  A.  J.  Lutman,  M.  Cars- 
ner, Henry  \Vight  and  Henry  Myers. 

School  trustees  in  1896  are  \V.  J.  Bailey, 
Albert  Ayers,  L.  Dye,  F.  W.  Jackson,  A.  J.  Lut- 
rnan  and  Herbert  Smith. 

Churches. — The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
may  be  said  to  have  been  organized  in  February, 
1871,  when  Kev.  Levi  Parke,  preacher-in-charge 
of  the  East  Toledo  Circuit,  appointed  Ale.\ander 
McMillan,  J.  K.  Tracy,  A.  J.  Miller,  John  Har- 
pel,  N.  M.  Chapman,  Edward  Hicks  and  Charles 

C.  Ferdig,  trustees  of  the  church  property  at 
Millbury.  At  that  time  a subscription  for  build- 
ing a house  of  worship  v as  collected,  one  of  the 
conditions  being  that  the  United  Brethren 
Society  should  have  the  use  of  the  building  at 
stated  times.  A.  J.  Miller.  C.  F.  Chapman,  J. 
R.  Tracy  and  Geo.  \V.  Chapman  contributeii 
,$lOO  each,  and  with  smaller  sums  enabled  the 
people  to  build  a fair  house.  By  June,  1882, 
when  Messrs.  C.  \V.  Bailey,  X.  M.  Chapman 
and  J.  R.  Tracj'  were  trustees,  the  building  was 
repaired.  The  first  members  were  .A.  McMillan, 
N.  M.  Chapman,  Joseph  R.  Tracy,  John  Hall, 


I Geo.  W.  Chapman,  and  their  wives;  Mrs.  .Ann 
Bailey,  F.  A.  Groves,  XL  D.  Youngs,  C.  F.  Chap- 
man. and  their  wives;  and  J.  L.  Thomas  au<! 
Marcene  Tracy.  The  membership  is  about 
! twenty. 

! The  United  Brethren  Church  was  organized 
; later,  in  1871,  and  assisted  in  the  building  of  the 
; Methodist  house  of  worship.  In  1882,  Rev.  D. 

' O.  Tussing  was  pastor,  with  A.  J.  Miller,  V\hl- 
liarn  Downing  and  J.  J.  Strohl,  trustees.  Among 
^ the  first  members  were  H.  i'.  Jones,  A.  J. 

^ Miller  and  Charles  F.  Ferdig,  and  their  wives. 

This  society  had  a resident  pastor  and  parsonage, 

' and  made  a strong  effort  to  exist;  but  it  passed 
i away  about  ten  years  ago.  The  parsonage  was 
purchased  by  Jacob  Steinforth,  who  used  it  as  his 
dwelling.  ' 

Secret  Societies. —Douglass  Post,  Xo.  183, 
G.  A.  R.,  w'as  organized  under  the  charter  of 
December  13,  1881.  and  named  in  honor  of 
George  Douglass,  a native  of  this  township,  who 
W'as  killed  in  battle.  The  members  at  that  time 
w'ere  C.  F.  Chapman,  Joseph  Long,  David  Cur- 
tice, Ed.  PT  Conner,  A.  P.  Meng,  J.  L.  Chase. 
Alfred  Barto.  Joseph  Montgomery,  James  Emer- 
! son,  Abram  Keefer,  A.  A.  Taylor,  John  Maxfield, 
Alfred  Dean,  J.  L.  Moore,  Daniel  WTlborn,  E. 
Royer,  I.  A.  Davis,  J.  W’.  Hemerick,  Joseph 
Barnsw’ell,  Cloafer  La  Point,  A.  Benedum,  L. 
Kingfield,  \V.  D.  Smith,  James  Facer  and  Sam- 
uel B.  Jackson.  In  June,  1895,  there  were  thirty- 
six  members  reporting.  The  commanders  of  this 
Post  are  named  as  follows  : C.  F.  Chapman, 

Joseph  Long  ('1883),  A.  J.  Marks  (M885'i,  C.  F. 
Chapman  (1887).  John  Chrysler  (1888-1894), 
and  \V.  J.  Bailey  (1895-96).  The  present  com- 
mander was  quartermaster  of  the  Post  from  1883 
to  January,  1895,  when  he  was  promoted.  The 
adjutants,  past  and  present,  are  here  given:  Ed. 
E.  Conner  (1881',,  John  Chrysler  (1882),  James 
Facer  (1886),  A.  B.  Johnson  (1887).  William 
McCreery  (1889).  G.  J.  Downing  (1890),  John 
Holmes  (1891).  Jacob  L.  Long  (June,  1892), 
J.  L.  Moore  (1893),  M'illiam  Huff  (1894),  and 
W.  W.  Brim  (1895  1896). 

Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Xo.  309,  was  char- 
tered Xovember  5,  1890.  with  Electa  Haines, 
Mary  Downing,  Sophia  Baker.  Lucretia  Bailey. 
Emily  Whitmore,  Mary  Johnson,  Ella  .-\mes,  Al- 
mira Ballard,  Effie  Facer  and  Mary  ,A.  Moore, 
officers,  with  Lydia  I'acer,  Susan  Ta\ lor,  M.ir\' 
Miller,  Mary  Tyler,  Paulina  Brenot,  F.mma 
Barnswill,  Esther  Ifeaviracr,  ,M:iry  U.  Warner, 
Emeretta  Warner.  Maiinl.i  I'uller,  Isabelle 
Hough,  E.  .\.  Mercer  and  Kittie  Keo|)er.  Mrs. 
Lucretia  Bailey  is  president  of  this  Corps. 
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Camp  J.  L.  Chase,  S.  of  \ . , No.  383,  v,as  | 
chartered  June  19,  ^889,  with  twenty-one  mem- 
bers. The  charter  is  yet  in  possession  of  tlie  j 
(Timp,  but  its  terms  are  scarcely  observed.  | 

Millbury  Tent,  No.  244,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  was  or-  ; 
tjanized  recently  with  the  following  named  mem- 
l)ers;  Charles  Martin,  William  Marsh,  Frank  i 
Taylor'^,  Albert  Kalmback^h  Richard  K.  Down-  ' 
ing*,  Febne  Cardosy*,  William  J.  Bailey'g  Henry 
D.  Grove,  Denis  D.  Downing'^,  Montgomery 
Carsner'",  Harry  Carsner’y  Frank  Brough'-g  Lam- 
bert R.  Rowe,  Charles  Facer-,  Wallace  H.  Facer, 
Albert  J.  Lutman'",  Garot  W.  Sanders*,  G.  Hen- 
ry C.  Farmer,  Christ  Martin,  Charles  Kalm- 
back,  Henry  Wight,  Gilbert  B.  Brim,  William 
H.  Rogers,  Robert  Tiplady,  F.  C.  Calkins  and 
George  Rill.  The  names  marked  thus  * are  those 
of  the  first  officers  of  the  Tent,  Charles  Facer  be- 
ing the  keeper  of  records  and  seals.  1 

The  Millbury  Hive,  L.  O.  T.  M. , was  organ-  : 
ized  in  1895  with  Frances  Chapman,  commander, 
and  Libbie  Jackson,  record-keeper.  The  origi- 
nal members  are  named  as  follows:  Nellie  Agler, 
Mary  Ayers,  Florence  Bailey,  Carrie  Brough,  ; 
Ida  Caldwell,  Hannah  Carsner,  Mary  E.  Curtice,  : 
Sarah  Dye,  Maud  Deibert,  Ella  Downing,  Eliza- 
beth Dart,  Sarah  Farnier,  Estella  Facer,  Cath-  | 
erine  and  Lizzie  Friend.  Eliza  George,  Mary 
Grove,  Mary  Hood,  Emma  Jackson,  Josie  and  | 
Daisy  Karchner,  Ella  Kalrnback,  L}'dia  Lutman, 
Belle  Martin,  Mary  Moore,  Henrietta  Stage,  Es-  , 
ther  Tabine,  Sylvia  Smith,  Eliza,  Mvrtie,  Eva,  i 
Gusta  and  Mary  E.  Wight.  The  Hive  is  a busy  i 
one. 


WALBRIDGE. 

Walbridge  was  surveyed  for  Emeretta  and 
Harriet  Warner,  in  June,  1874,  by  George  Kirk,  i 
The  village  already  has  the  prospects'  of  a sub-  j 
urb  of  Toledo,  rather  than  those  of  a country  ' 
hamlet.  Railroads  run  through  it  and  round  it, 
but  it  holds  its  place,  as  in  1874,  waiting  the  era  i 
of  progress.  The  postmasters  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  office  have  been  S.  P.  Allen,  G. 
H.  Hoover,  T.  J.  Cavenaugh,  Neil  A.  McAllister,  ; 
and,  in  August,  1893,  Maxime  Fenauf.  ' 

The  Union  church  building  of  Walbridge  was  I 
built  in  1889-90,  by  the  people  w ithout  regard  to 
denominational  lines,  for  the  use  of  religious 
bodies  desiring  to  hold  services  therein.  The  ^ 
building  committee  comprised  W.  \\’.  Stein.  N. 
A.  McAllister,  J.  B'.  Warner,  Henry  Arendt  and 
R.  W.  Thatcher.  The  building  was  erected  by  ' 
Thomas  Savory  at  a cost  of  about  $1,200.  The 
United  Brethren  and  Universalists — the  only  or-  • 


ganized  religious  societies  at  Walbridge — wor- 
shiped in  this  buihling  until  April,  1895,  ’^'^'i'en 
the  United  Bretliren  Society  determined  to  build 
a house  of  worship. 

The  Universalist  Church  w'as  formed  about 
the  tim.e  the  Union  Church  was  built,  the  mem- 
bers being:  William  Beery,  R.  \\'.  and  Mar}' 

Thatcher,  Henry  Arendt  and  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Warner,  Blanche  Shover,  Rachel  Stein,  Mrs. 
Stocker,  Mrs.  O.  L.  Wells,  and  one  other  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Umberstone,  of  Toledo,  succeeded  Rev. 
O.  L.  Wales,  who  organized  the  society.  The 
church  now  has  a small  memberslnp. 

The  United  Brethren  Church  of  Walbridge 
was  organized  some  years  prior  to  1869,  wdien 
Seth  Wick  settled  northwest  of  the  town.  Auiong 
the  old  members  are  L.  T.  Roberts  and  Mrs.  Jane 
Hurd,  of  Walbridge. 

The  Rcss  Chapel  U.  B.  Society  was  organ- 
ized in  March,  1895,  will:  the  following  nanicd 
members:  Seth  and  Lucy  Wicks,  L.  T.  Roberts, 
Jane  Hurd,  Mr.  Snyder  and  wife,  Frank  Cates, 
Starting  Taylor,  Charles  Rhodes,  Lydia  and  Eliz- 
abeth Mclnt}re,  Mrs.  Guyer  and  Clifford  Wise. 
The  building  committee  comprises  Messrs.  Rob- 
erts, Wicks  and  Snyder — the  three  trustees. 
Rev.  John  Croneberger  is  pastor. 

L.-\  TCHIE. 

This  village  was  surveyed  by  David  Donald- 
son, for  J.  R.  Tracy  and  Luke  Marsh,  in  July, 
1876.  It  is  a railroad  hamlet  of  very  small  pre- 
tensions, but  with  store,  church  and  school  it 
has  something  to  show  for  its  score  of  years. 
The  Lutheran  Church  is  presided  over  by  Rev. 
John  Born,  of-  Ston\'  Ridge.  When  the  post 
office  at  Webb  was  discontinued,  in  November, 
1895,  Latchie  became  the  mailing  point  for  that 
district.  The  post  office  was  managed  early  in 
the  “seventies”  by  James  Brim,  who  had  the 
office  at  his  farm-house.  His  immediate  suc- 
cessors were  John  Downing  and  Thomas  Rowe. 
Henry  Christiansen  closed  his  term  as  post- 
master in  1896;  Henry  Bahnsen  was  appointed 
in  1887:  Thomas  Rowe  in  1892,  and  B.  F. 
Lusher,  the  present  incumbent,  in  1893. 

The  first  settlers  were  Luke  and  John  Marsh. 
In  1866  William  Rogers  bought  eighty  acres  at 
the  corners,  and  soon  after  Christian  Johnson 
opened  the  first  store,  now  the  Lusher  store 
The  Aubrey  store  was  purchased  from  Johnson, 
Peter  \’anal!\'  carried  on  business  here  a year  or 
so,  while  Scott,  of  Millbur}',  moved  a small  frame 
house  from  that  town  in  which,  he  kept  a saloon 
for  a little  while.  The  store  at  the  southwest 
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coiner  t)f  the  crossroaiJs  was  erected  b\’  Ed.  J3e!- 
more. 

The  PE’angelical  Lutheran  Church  was  organ- 
ized,early  in  the  “eighties”  by  Rev.  Mr.  M’oif. 
Among  the  supporters  and  members  were  Peter 
and  Hans  Bahnsen.  Henry  and  Paul  Boysen,  G. 
Bracker,  Lewis  Peterson,  H.  Michelson,  John 
Kohler,  Hans  Ingwersen,  Chris  Gerdsen  and  their 
families.  The  present  church  house  was  built  by 
G.  Bracker,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
twenty-four  members  forming  Afr.  Born's  con- 
gregation. 

MOLINE. 

Moline  is  a new  village  on  the  dividing  line, 
between  the  old  farms  westward,  and  the  new 
clearings,  eastward.  The  Toledo  & Ohio  Cen- 
tral railroad  forms  the  western  limit  of  the  ham- 
let. In  1883,  a post  office  was  established  here 
with  J.  K.  Pheils,  ma^r.  He  was  followed  by 
Jerome  Stormer,  who  opened  the  first  store  that 
year.  B.  F.  Lusher  was  appointed  in  1888;  L. 

J.  Schrieber,  in  1889,  and  Lranklin  D.  Lusher, 
in  1893.  The  merchants  have  been  Mr.  Stormer 
(mentioned  above),  Rudolph  & Schrieber,  Schrie- 
ber & Schrieber,  B.  L.  Lusher  & Co.,  and  F.  D 
Lusher,  who  became  owner  of  the  store  in  1890. 

The  Evangelical  Society  built  a meeting-house 
here  in  1883  at  a cost  of  $1,350.  The  families 
now  (July,  1 895)  represented  in  the  society  are 
those  of  George  Blandon,  Jacob  Emch,  Samuel  j 


Schneider,  facob  and  John  Sutcr,  Henry  J.  Siit<  r. 
Rudolph  and  Frank  Lusher,  George  Harple, 
Edward  Muhl,  George  Corn  and  Benjamin 
Schneider.  I'here  were  forty-one  members  re- 
ported by.  Jacob  Suter,  the  trustee.  Rev.  J.  ]. 
Bernhart  was  pastor  in  1895,  3-  Morik  i.s 

said  to  have  organized  the  society. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  estab- 
lished here  prior  to  Moline’s  first  post  office;  but 
for  many  causes  the  class  disbanded. 

The  Dunkard  Church,  a mile  east  of  Moline, 
was  established  si.x  or  seven  years  ago.  Among 
its  members  are  M’illiam  Gardner,  Sr.,  William 
Gardner,  Jr.,  Bernard  Wagner,  Harry  Smith  and 
Jacob  Baker. 

CUM. MINGS. 

Cummings  was  a name  given  to  a sawmill 
settlement,  one  mile  east  of  Moline,  in  iSSo, 
when  Giddings  'i;  Cummings  estalilished  their 
mills  in  the  forest.  F.  S.  Giddings  has  been 
postmaster  since  the  beginning  of  the  hamlet, 
and  is  now  the  operator  of  the  sawmill,  as  well 
as  the  merchant  of  the  locality.  The  explosion 
in  the  stave  factory,  which  occurred  July  29, 
1891,  resulted  in  the  instant  death  of  Charles 
Moore  and  Frank  Miller,  and,  later,  in  ihe  deaths 
of  Zigier  and  Enz.  When  Hobart  post  otfice  was 
discontinued  in  November,  1895,  the  U.  S.  prop- 
erty was  transferred  to  this  office. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 


LIBERTY 

Survey — E r l y Settler s — Po p u l at r o x — To po< 
1839 — Fever  ax’d  Ague — The  Horse  T 
Electors  and  Officers — Records — Tow 
ture  o.\  the  Prairie — Schools — Church 

The  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  of  Liberty 
township  was  made  in  18  19,  for  the  United 
States,  by  Samuel  and  Alexander  Holmes, 
and  of  the  section  lines,  in  1821,  by  I. 
T.  Worthington.  There  is  no  record  to  show  a 
permanent  settlement,  by  white  men,  within  its  ' 
boundaries,  down  to  that  time,  and  only  a rude 
stockade,  to  show  that  the  soldiers  of  Hull,  in 


DWNSHIP. 

rAPHY PlON'EF.RS HuLL’s  StOCKADE MeN  OF 

iieves — E.vrly  L.wd  Buyers — Og.vnizatio\ — 
SHIP  Officials — Miscell.vxeous — Ax  Adven- 
s — Hamlets — Coxclusion'. 

their  march  toward  Detroit,  halted  here  for  a 
short  period. 

In  1825,  the  Haskins  family  settled  near  the 
eastern  line,  and  its  members  mav  l>e  said  to 
have  been  the  onlv  residents  for  almo.-t  four 
years.  The  Census  enumerator  foun  i .1  jiopnla- 
tionof2i5,  in  June.  1840.  During  the  ensuing 
decade  only  twenty-one  souls  were  addeil  to  the 
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settlements.  In  ;86o  there  were  635  inliabit-  i 
ants;  in  1870,  ^65;  in  1880,  [,292;  and  in  1890,  | 
2,013,  or  little  over  double  the  number  credited  ' 
in  1 870.  j 

The  township  is  rated  among  the  hrst  agri-  ; 
cultural  districts  of  Ohio.  Land  reclaimed  from  j 
the  swamps  presents  an  ine.xhaustible  soil,  while  ; 
the  uplands  and  even  the  sand  ridges  are  re-  i 
rnarkably  fertile.  Its  wealth  of  mineral  oil,  dis-  ; 
covered  within  the  last  decade,  has  contributed  ! 
to  enrich  the  people.  | 

Pioneers . — Tradition  credits  Collister  Haskins  ^ 
with  being  the  first  actual  settler,  in  1824,  going  ; 
even  farther,  to  show  that  he  purchased  land  in  , 
Section  12,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  and  built 
his  cabin  some  time  in  September,  1 824.  The  | 
records  of  land  entries  do  not  agree  with  tradi-  ; 
tion,  and,  for  this  reason,  his  land  purchase  must  ; 
be  dated  August  9,  1825,  while  the  date  of  cabin 
building  may  be  written  September,  1825.  The 
location  was  on  the  south  bank  of  Portage  creek,  i 
where,  in  later  years,  stood  the  dwelling  of 
Shellis  Patterson.  His  white  assistants,  in  build- 
ing, came  from  Waterviile,  twelve  miles  away,  j 
but  with  them  were  a few  Indians  who  resided  or  : 
were  camped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Haskins  pur-  | 
chase.  In  1 829  or  thereabouts,  John  IT  McKnight,  ' 
J.  M.  Jaques,  the  Co.v  and  Decker  families  ap- 
peared in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  pioneer  felt  i 
that  I'.enceforth  he  would  have  neighbdrs.  Shortly 
after  the  men  named  appeared  in  the  wilderness,  ‘ 
Haskins  constructed  a dam  across  the  stream,  and 
built  a sawmill,  thus  becoming  the  first  manu-  1 
facturer  in  the  south  part  of  Wood  county.  John  ; 
DeWitt  was  his  sawyer  at  that  time,  and,  later,  ; 
his  son-in-lawv  In  1833,  Haskins  erected  a ' 
cabin,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  present  village  : 
of  Portage,  for  his  hired  man,  English,  and  that  : 
cabin,  was  used  for  school  purposes  in  1835-36, 
and,  indeed,  down  to  about  1842,  as  related  in 
the  history  of  Portage  village,  and  under  the  | 
heading  “ Schools,’  in  this  chapter.  ; 

Hull's  Stockade.  — In  those  early  days,  there  | 
was  a stockade  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  West  j 
Branch,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Knagg's  farm.  I 
No  one  then  residing  in  the  county  could  give  its  ' 
history,  nor  was  anything  definite  learned  of  it 
until  April  18,  1S91,  when  D.  W.  H.  Howard  : 
wrote  to  the  Sentinel  on  the  subject.  From  l 
that  letter,  the  following  paragraph  is  taken; 

i 

I hav(r  [la.sseil  many  times  when  ;i  fioy,  and  eamji'-d  near  | 
its  walks,  and  al  wav  s thoneht  it  an  nid  1- rcrich  tradiTs'  fort; 
yet  It  war.  near  'me-  of  tlie  trails  ii«ed  by  Hull'.-;  .’.rmy.  but  1 ! 
i;annot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  thi.--,  'nut  ihrs  a matter  of  h'S-  ' 
tory.  The  .svvaiiiji.-;  and  riream.s  were  .ilw.iys  full,  and  eoods  i 
and  furs  were  taken  bv  canoi.s  up  or  down  the  I’ortaire  and  ' 
the  L'.eaver,  ;m<l  carrieil  .ier(.--s  from  the  hetid  w.aters  of  1 


one  stream  to  the  other.  The  “old  trad  ' across  wa.r  a well 
beaten  track;  the  two  streams  fmni.shed  early  conmuinii  a- 
tion  (nearly  all  the  way  by  water)  from  tlie  villages  the 
bay  at  the  mouth  of  the  Portage  river,  to  tne  large-  emd  im- 
portant Ottawa  village  of  the  chief  Cfem-jo-i-no.  on  the  h t; 
bank  of  the  Maumee,  opiiosite  the  mouth  of  Ifeaver  creek 
(O-rnick-ce-pei.  This  route,  although  much  iarther  than  -.  :.i 
the  Maumee,  on  account  of  tl'.e  almost  continuous  rapi.ls  for 
eighteen  miles,  was  more  convenient.  Hull  m;iy  htive  built 
the  blockdiouse,  as  I have  often  heard  the  .storv  from  the 
older  Indians,  that  the  " White  Chief"  (Hull)  had  left  seme 
of  Ids  sick  and  fo;.)t-sore  soldiers  in  a small  stockaile  in  the 
swan’p,  who  returned  south  over  the  trail  after  they  hail  sufh- 
ciently  recruited,  and  this  may  iiave  been  the  place. 

We  can  imagine  how  that  stockade  aroused 
the  curious  spirit  of  the  first  settlers.  In  their 
partial  isolation,  small  things  amused  and  inter- 
ested t'tiem,  but  that  rude  stockade  was  a thing 
of  more  than  passing  interest,  which  formed  a 
subject  for  conversation  round  the  hearthsconos 
of  the  settlements,  night  after  night.  Progress, 
rather  than  Time,  removed  the  last  vestige  of  it 
years  ago. 

Men  of  iffp- — In  less  than  four  years  after 
the  organization  of  the  township,  the  assessor 
reported  forty-seven  male  inhabitants,  each 
twenty’-one  years  old  or  over,  and  from  his  list 
the  following  names  are  taken;  John  Astliiig. 
Benjamin  Abbott,  Conrad  Albright,  Sacket 
Brown,  Franklin  Brown,  James  Bloom,  Horace 
Cady.  George  Cook,  Jesse  Carter,  Henry  Du’obs. 
Henrv  Ellsworth,  Jolin  Edgar,  John  Ellsworth. 
William  Edgar,  George  Ellsworth,  John  Plider. 
Henry  Groves,  William  Groves,  John  Grr.ves 
(now  living  in  Missouri),  Collister  Haskins, 
Henry  Hoff.  Seth  Harris,  Isaiah  Harris,  Richard 
Kilbury,  Whlliam  Lathrop,  Joseph  Mitchei. 
Joseph  Mitchei,  Jr.,  John  McMahan,  William 
Mercer,  George  Mercer,  Squire  J.  McConnel,  Cal- 
vin Rice.  Leonard  Smith,  Ephraim  Simmons. 
Jonathan  Salsbury,  Charles  Sheward,  Jolm 
Sheward.  John  Sargent,  Pdli  Salsbury,  Eli  Thur- 
stin,  Richard  Trowel,  S.  Wrinklekee.  Jacob 
Wickham,  John  Wonder,  [ohn  Wonder,  jr. . 
William  Umderhill  and  Daniel  Ellsworth.  Wiieu 
Henry  Dubbs  located  on  Sec.  19,  in  April,  iSyr. 
James  Birdsall’s  was  the  only  family  west  of  him 
in  the  township.  W'm.  Lathrop  built  a cabin,  a 
few  weeks  later,  between  the  Dubbs  and  Biid.-all 
cabins,  and  later  in  tliat  year  the  Hulchin.sons. 
Morrison  McMillen  and  Sair.uei  Fvarton  appeared 
as  neighbors  to  the  west. 

Ju'ver  and  .1  i^-ne. — The  vicissitudes  and  hard- 
ships of  the  first  settlers  of  this  part  of  Womi 
couiitv  can  never  be  ro;dizod  or  ii'uier.'tood  ’cv 
the  present  inhabitants,  although  a peri  ,>d 
only  a little  over  si.xty  years  lias  ekipseil.  Idiev 
were  subject  to  all  kinds  of  denriwitioiis  'I'he 
most  distressing  of  all  the  rest  w.is  their  l>emg 
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subject  to  epiucmics  that  swept  throuj;h  the 
country  every  summer  and  fall  in  the  shape  of 
ri'.alafia!  fevers  of  every  grade  from  the  real  old- 
fashioned  four-h.ours'  shaking  and  twenty-hours’ 
fever  every  day,  down  to  the  third-day  chills, 
and  this  all  to  be  borne  without  medicine  or 
medical  assistance.  In  the  spring  of  1834  the 
Good  Spirit, thinking  He  had  punished  His  people 
enough,  sent  Dr.  ISli  Manville,  who  soon  dis- 
tributed a few'  pounds  of  calomel  and  a few  hun- 
dred bottles  of  quinine  in  a radius  of  some 
twenty  miles. 

The  Horse  Thieves. — The  years  of  speculation 
and  what  was  know'n  as  “ wild-cat  money  ” times 
in  1837  and  1S38,  brought  quite  a number  of  new 
settlers  to  Liberty  and  adjoining  townships, 
which  in  a year  or  two  after  had  the  bad  effect  of 
seriously  disturbing  and  breaking  up  the  social 
and  confiding  friendship  of  the  first  settlers. 
There  proved  to  be  a regularly  organized  band  of 
counterfeiters,  burglars  and  horse  thieves  who 
had  chosen  this  part  of  the  country  for  their  de- 
predations. They  established  their  headquarters, 
and  constituted,  as  their  leader  and  captain,  one 
who  then  lived  and  owned  the  farm  later  known 
as  the  J.  Z.  Smith  farm.  Their  accomplices 
seemed  to  be  established  in  a direct  line  from 
H uron  count}',  running  west  through  Sandusky, 
Wood,  Henry  and  Williams  counties,  and  thence 
extending  into  the  State  of  Indiana. 

About  the  year  1837  their  depredations  be- 
came so  bold  and  lawless,  that  the  honest  class 
of  men  of  Libert}  and  the  adjoining  townships, 
united  to  stop  law-breaking;  among  these  were 
Collister  Haskins,  fohn  McMahan,  Henry  Dubbs, 
W.  C.  Lathrop,  John  Groves,  James  Bloom,  the 
Mercer  brothers,  John  Sargent,  Samuel  McCrory, 
and  a number  of  other  leading  men  in  Liberty; 
in  Portage  township  were  found  Judge  Carothers, 
Jacob  Eberly,  and  the  Cox  famih'  of  brothers. 
In  Center,  H.  Lundy,  H.  Shively,  Lee  Moore, 
David  Hixon.  In  Plain  the  Tracys,  Edgertons, 
Jos.  A.  Sargent,  John  Evers,  and  the  Huffs. 
In  Milton,  were  McMillen,  the  Bartons  and 
Taylors,  and  a great  number  of  other  influ- 
ential men  of  the  country,  who  resolved  to 
to  bring  the  depredators  to  justice.  They 
proceeded  to  the  v;o’'k  by  pledging  themsoUes 
one  to  another  collectively  and  undividedb,-  to 
clean  out  the  organization  or  be  fairly  whipped. 
They  called  to  their  assistance  Willard  Way, 
of  Perrysburg,  who  was  then  the  prosecut- 
ing attorney.  They  organized  a court  of  ex- 
amination at  the  Injiise  of  James  Bloom,  which 
is  now  owned  by  N.'  W.  Stafford.  The  examin- 
ing court  consisted  of  C.  Mercer,  J.  P. , of  Lib- 


ertv,  Morrison  McMillen,  J.  P. , of  Milton,  and 
' E.  Carothers,  J.  P. , of  Portage  townshi[).  There 
j were  some  ten  or  tw'elve  of  the  outlaws  arrested, 
and  brought  before  the  court  by  Constables  Rex 
Tracy,  G.  Cook  and  J.  H.  Carothers,  who  ac- 
(juitted  themselves  fearlessly  and  creditably.  The 
examination  continued  from  day  to  day  for  fif- 
teen days,  Sundays  not  excepted,  and  resulted  in 
committing  to  jail  the  leader,  and  four  of  his 
accomplices. 

Following  close  after  the  foregoing  was  the 
i arrest  of  three  of  the  same  band  for  the  murder, 
in  Henry  county,  of  the  Chief  Sumundewat,  his 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  of  the  Wyandotte  tribe 
of  Indians,  then  living  on  the  reservation  at  Up- 
per Sandusky  Reserve.  It  was  not  until  1844 
' that  the  last  known  members  of  the  organization 
were  driven  out. 

Early  Land  Buyers. — The  earliest  land  pur- 
; chases  were  made  in  Liberty  township  from  1825 
to  1835.  Among  the  buyers  were  the  following 
; well-known  pioneers: 

i Coliister  Haskins  (E.  of  X.  E.,  X.  Pt.  of  S.  E.,  \V.  of  S.  E. 

anci  \V.  of  X.  E..  Sec.  12)  entered  tliese  tracts  on  .\ug. 
y,  1825,  Dec.  6,  1832,  and  June  18, 1833. 

John  Sargent,  X.  P2.  and  X.  E.  of  X.  \\'.  g,  S.  1,  Xow  27, 
1832. 

Collister  Haskins,  E.  of  S.  E.  R,  S.  1,  Dec.  6,  1832. 

John  Ellsworth,  S.,  S.  PC  g , S.  3,  Jan.  2,  1834. 

Henry  Levering,  S.  '+,  S.  4.  .March  15,  ls34. 

Kal[)h  (.).  Keeler,  X.  PL  of  X.  E.,  S.  4.  (4ct.  21,  1835. 

George  Rooney,  S.  E.  of  X.  P'..,  S.  6,  .\ug.  2U.  Is35. 

Jonathan  Salsbury,  \\L  of  -S.  \\’.  4,  S.  8,  Ian.  1,  1834, 

William  Grove,  PL  of  X.  E.  4,  S.  8,  .March  1,  1834. 

■ Plorace  Cadv,  XL  of  S.  E.  4 and  S.  of  X.  PL  4,  S.  h,  Oct. 
23,  1833. 

Horace  Cady,  W.  pt.  S.  W.  4t  8-  10,  Oct.  23,  1833. 

Plenry  Groves,  ,S.  \\L  of  S.  PL  4.  8.  10,  Xov.  2,  1833. 

David  Dewitt,  XL,  S.  W.  4.  .8.  10,  Dec.  23,  1834. 

George  Mercer,  S.  W.  4>  8.  12,  June  18,  1833. 

■\mbrose  Rice,  PL  of  X.  \\L  4.  8.  12,  .March  b'.  183(3. 

George  and  John  Mercer  entered  tracts  in  S.  13,  in  1833. 
George,  Caleb  and  William  .Mercer,  in  S.  14,  in  1833'34 
and  183(5. 

James  Birdsall,  X.  E.  4. 8.  18,  .-\ug.  21,  183)3. 

William  CL  Lathrof),  S.  W.  4. 8.  18.  ( >ct.  21.  hs33. 

1 Plenry  Dubbs.  X.  W.of  X.  W..  S.  10,  Oct.  21,  1833. 

I Lewis  Keith,  entered  land  in  S.  23,  June  10,  1S34. 
i Thomas  McEackhit,  in  25,  |an.  25,  Ls;)!). 

I John  .Mc.Mahaii,  PL,  X.  Wi,  and  X.  W.  of  XL  PL.  ami  X.  W. 

of  S.  \VL,  S.  2s,  Jan.  1,  1834. 

' Sylvester  Culver.  PL,  S'.  IL  4,  S.  32,  P'eb.  10,  1834. 

; James  Headley.  X.  of  X.  \\  ..  S.  32,  .March  15,  18;14. 

Organization . — Liberty  township  was  estab- 
i lished  March  2,  1<S35,  and  the  first  meeting  for 
the  choice  of  officers  was  ordered  to  be  held  at 
Henry  Groves’  house,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  following.  The  territory  of  the  original 
nuinicqjal  township  embraced  Congressionttl 
Townships  3 and  4 N..  in  Range  12  E. 

Eleecors  and  I'Tliei-s. — The  name.s  of  the 
electors  ;it  th.it  time  were  lohn  Se.rgi.Mit.  (.'.ollister 
' Haskins.  Thomas  Robinson.  Horace  Cady.  Hent} 
Groves.  John  Groves,  Jonathan  Salsbury,  Da\id 
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Dewitt,  Ephraim  Simmons,  John  Dunham, 
George  Ellsworth.  Hugh  Arbuckle,  Joshua 
Wright,  Henry  Dubbs,  John  McMahan,  George 
Mercer,  Lyman  Macumber,  Samuel  Silsby, 
James  Birdsall,  Reuben  Strait,  William  C. 
Lathrop  and  James ' Robinson.  The  result  of 
the  election  was,  for  trustees,  James  Birdsall, 
Henry  Groves,  George  Ellsworth;  for  cjerk,  Reu- 
ben Strait ; for  treasurer,  Hugh  Arbuckle;  for  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  James  Birdsall  and  Jacob 
Wickham . ‘ ‘ Their  choice  for  treasurer,  Arbuckle, 
proved  to  be  an  injudicious  one.  He  was  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  a fine  scholar  and  apparently  a 
gentleman,  who  was  in  the  stock  business  in  con- 
nection with  Reed  & Bishop,  of  Urban  a.  During 
the  year  that  he  was  serving  the  township  as 
treasurer,  he  sold  a quantity  of  the  partnership 
stock,  pocketed  the  money  and  emigrated.  At 
the  time  he  left,  he  also  had  $28  of  the  township 
funds  on  hand.  That  also  went  down  in  his 
pocket.  John  McMahan  and  Henry  Dubbs,  who 
v/ere  his  bail,  paid  the  sum  to  the  township,  but 
not  without  some  very  pointed  epithets  and  firm 
resolves  to  never  bail  another  man,  which  resolves 
they  both  very  soon  forgot.  ” At  the  next  elec- 
tion John  Sargent  was  elected  treasurer,  w'hich 
office  he  held  until  his  death,  a period  of  over 
twenty  years. 

In  the  record  of  the  October  election  of  1835, 
Hugh  Arbuckle,  John  McMahan  and  George 
Mercer  are  not  named ; but  the  name  of  Henry 
Dubbs  appears  among  the  eighteen  voters  present. 

Records. — The  first  statement,  giving  names 
of  electors  and  first  officials,  is  taken  from  the 
Sentinel  of  April  19,  1 877,  otherwise  it  could  not 
have  been  made,  for  the  minute  books  of  the 
trustees,  from  April,  1835,  to  April,  1880,  save 
one  in  possession  of  E.  W.  Norris,  are  gone.  In 
the  county  auditor’s  office,  and  township  treas- 
urer’s office,  however,  the  documents  offered  a 
last  resort  to  the  searcher,  and  from  them  the 
names  of  justices  of  the  peace  back  to  1835, 
trustees  back  to  1 842,  and  clerks  and  treasurers 
to  a corresponding  date  are  taken. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFICl.VLS. 

Justices. — The  justices  of  Liberty  township 
were  Jacob  Wickham,  elected  in  1835;  James 
Birdsall,  i 83 5 ; John  Groves,  1837;  John  McMa- 
han, 1839;  Caleb  Mercer,  1840;  John  McMahan, 
1842;  Ephraim  Moody,  1843;  George  Mercer, 
1847-51;  John  Groves.  1847;  Lewis  Dubbs. 
1850;  James  McCrory,  1851;  Thomas  Foarnside, 
1854;  John  0.-5born,  1857;  Edwin  Gortem,  1857; 
John  H.  Dewitt,  i8'58;  E.  B.  Turner,  i860; 

James  McCrory,  'S61;  Lewis  F.  Dubbs,  i86r- 
20 


' 70-73-76;  Nathan  D.  Stratton,  i864-67;J.  G. 
i Patterson,  1S64-67;  R.  G.  Potter,  1869;  E.  1 , 
1 Hayes,  1875;  E.  B.  Turner,  1 878-S 1-84-88,  re- 
! signed  in  1890;  A.  J.  McMahan,  1879,  resigned  in 
! 1882;  B.  F.  See,  1 882-85 ; J.  E.  Hummell,  i838; 
' N.  W.  Stafford,  1 889,  resigned  in  1892,  but  res- 
; ignation  not  accepted  by  trustees;  Jacob  Flock, 

. 1891-94;  F.  iM.  Mclntire,  1 894. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  of  the  township,  so 
far  as  can  be  found  in  the  township  treasurer's 
books  and  county  auditor’s  documents,  are  named 
as  follows; 

1842 — John  Wonder,  Jr.,  W.  C.  Lathrop,  Jonathan  .Salsbury. 
: 1848 — John  Wonder,  Jr.,  Robert  Cook,  George  Mercer. 

1844 —  Jastus  Sinmion.s,  William  Groves.  George  Mercer. 

1845- 48  -'Henry  Dubbs,  W'illiarn  Edgar,  John  H.  DeW'itt. 

I 1847 — George  fiercer,  F.  H.  Ellsworth,  William  Holmes. 

1848 — Jt4m  H.  DeWitt,  William  Groves,  George  Mercer. 

' 1849 — John  Mc.Mahan,  S.  L.  .S.irgent,  F.  H.  Ellsworth. 

1850-52--  John  McMahan,  W.  C.  Lathrop,  F.  H.  Ellsworth. 

. 1851 — John  C.  Wooster,  William  Edgar,  F.  H.  Ellsworth. 

I 1853 — John  McMahan,  W.  R.  Carothers,  Thomas  Foarnside. 
1854-55 — John  >dcMahan,  Daniel  Wirtz,  Thomas  Foarnside. 
1857  --.A.  Shively,  John  McMahan,  S.  L.  Sargent. 

; 1858  -John  Groves,  John  (Dsborn.  W.  A.  Sargent. 

- 1859 — John  Groves,  John  McMahan,  W.  A.  Sargent  and 
George  Wright. 

1890 — John  Mercer,  S.  L.  Sargent,  John  Osborn. 

■ 1891  — J.  Z.  Smith,  S.  L.  Sargent,  John  Mercer. 

1892 — J.  Z.  Smith,  James  .McCrory,  ,S.  L.  Sargent. 

: 1898 — J.  Z.  Smith.  J.  G.  Patterson,  S.  L.  Sargent. 

; 1894 — J.  Z.  Smith,  Charles  .Mercer,  Daniel  Housley. 

1 1865 — John  McMahan,  Thomas  Fearnside,  Dtiniel  '.\h'rtz. 

' 1899— Daniel  Housley,  J.  Z.  Smith,  W.  .Sargent. 

1897  —John  Johnstitn,  J.  Z.  Smith,  Charles  Mercer. 

1898 — John  Johnston,  R.  G.  Potter,  Samuel  Mercer. 

1869 — John  Johnston,  R.  G.  Potter,  Asa  Comstock. 

: 1870-71-  -Levi  Adams,  L.  D.  .Millxiurn,  William  Kansbottom. 

1872 — Levi  .Adams,  L.  I),  .'\lilbourn,  R.  G.  Potter, 
j 1873-74--James  .McCrory,  Henry  Mercer,  N.  W.  Stafford 
(rice  Potter). 

\ 1875  -L.  P'.  Dubbs,  Louis  W.  McCrory,  N’.  W.  .Sta.tford. 

1 1879  - Daniel  .Mercer,  Louis  W.  .McCrory,  \.  W.  .Stafford. 

; 1877 - Daniel  Mercer,  Louis  W.  McCrory,  Le\  i .-\dams. 
1878-79 — A.  J.  McMahan,  Louis  W.  McCrory,  Levi  .Adams. 

1880 —  Jose[)h  Mitchell.  .\.  J.  McMtihan.  Seldon  Welton. 

1881 —  Joseph  Mitchell,  John  P'..  Dig'iy,  Josiah  Smith. 

1882 —  John  E.  Digby,  Josiah  .Smith,  \\  iliiam  H.  [.m'ers. 

1883—  John  PL  Digby,  joel  Hull,  P'r.mk  .Snyder. 

18t<4 — .Abraham  Mercer,  )ohn  E.  Dighv,  William  H.  Levers. 

! 1885-89--J.  H.  Mitchell,  1).  L.  Whitacre.  H.  E.  Leedy. 

i In  1887.  Hiram  E.  Leedy  wa.s  elected ; 188S, 
D.  L.  Whitacre;  1889.  George  W.  Friend;  1890, 
William  G.  Conkey;  1891,  Hiram  E.  Leetiy; 

] 1892,  Daniel  B.  Pugh;  1893,  W.  G.  Conkex,  ; 
i 1894,  Horace  Mercer;  and  1895,  Daniel  B. 
Pugh.  In  1896  .\shel  Sanglier  was  elected  to 
succeed  W'illiam  G.  Conkey. 

Clerks. — Among  the  citizens  who  tire  known 
to  have  filled  the  clerk’s  office  were  Reuben 
Strait,  in  1835;  John  Groves,  in  i83();  Caleb  Mer- 
cer, in  1843;  L.  F.  Dtdtbs.  in  1851;  S.  |<'hnsvui. 
in  1853;  (.'.aleb  Mercer,  in  1855;  James  Bloom, 
in  1856;  L.  i'.  Dubbs.  in  1857;  J.  L.  Roller,  in 
I 859;  IT  B.  Turner,  in  1 860;  S.  Johnson,  m 1S02; 

I E.  B.  Turner,  in  1863  67;  B.  M.  Delano,  in  i8'>8; 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


John  Johnson,  in  1SG9;  K.  M.  Donnelly,  in  1872-  ' 
81;  A.  J.  McMahan,  F.  See,  1881;  J.  D.  | 

Munn,  1882;  H.  B.  Saylor,  1883;  J.  D.  Aiunn, 
1SS4;  H.  B.  Saylor,  1885;  W.  H.  Hull,  1S88;  B.  ; 
\V.  Mercer,  1890;  \V.  J.  Uigby,  1894-96,  re-  : 
elected.  ’ i 

Treasurers.  — The  story  of  the  first  treasurer  , 
has  been  told.  |ohn  Sargent,  elected  in  1836,  i 
appears  to  have  held  the  office  until  1857,  ; 
when  Abraham  Mercer  qualified.  Caleb  Mercer  ' 
was  elected  in  1858,  Abraham  Mercer  followed  in  | 
1 8 59,  then  Caleb  was  re-elected,  serving  until  , 
April,  1 862,  when  A.  Abbott  was  chosen.  H.  H.  : 
Wadsw'orth  appears  to  have  been  treasurer  from 
April,  1 864,  to  1871,  when  Samuel  Mercer  sue-  ; 
ceeded  him . On  the  removal  of  the  latter  to  ; 
Bowling  Green,  in  1891,  the  present  treasurer,  ' 
Matt.  Schondelmyer,  was  elected.  • 

Assessors . — In  giving  a list  of  assessors,  it 
must  be  considered  that,  owing  to  the  want  of  | 
township  records,  only  a few  of  the  number  can 
be  named  with  certainty.  George  Cook  served  | 
in  1 842-43 : Caleb  Mercer,  in  1 844;  George 
Alberti,  in  1845;  John  Elder,  in  1 847  to  1 860  ' 
{ with  the  e.xception  of  John  McMahan’s  term,  in  ! 
1853-54) ; Caleb  Mercer.  1 868 ; J.  H.  Whitehead.  ' 
1 870;  Geo.  W.  McMahan,  in  1871;  Elisha  P. 
Turner.  1 874;  M.  S.  Winton,  elected  in  1876,  ’ 
served  to  1 877 ; L.  F.  D.ubbs,  1 877 ; M.  S.  Win-  : 
ton,  1879;  Hiram  E.  Eeedy,  1884;  William  Camp- 
bell, 1885 ; and  J.  H.  McMahan  from  1 887  to 
1 896.  re-elected.  • 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hall. — In  June,  1 889,  the  bid  of  E.  E.  House- 
holder for  pudding  a town  hall,  at  a cost  of 
$433.10,  was  accepted,  and  in  March,  1 890,  the 
house  was  rented  to  Frank  Haskins  and  others 
for  Grange  meetings,  the  provision  being  made  j 
that  such  meetings  would  not  interfere  w'ith  those  ’ 
of  the  trustees  or  school  board.  In  1 895,  the  i 
tax  levy  w'as  fixed  at  [.9  mill.  j 

The  Perry sburg  and  Pindlav  Road,  referred  i 
To  in  the  chapter  on  Highways,  Railroads  and 
Navigation,  was  authorized  February  26,  1820,  : 
by  the  Legislature;  but  the  first  county  road  in 
the  township  was  cut  through  in  .March,  1825, 
from  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Section  1,  to  the  S.  W. 
cornerof  Section  18,  Lee  Moore,  John  Sargent  and  ’■ 
Morrison  McMillen  being  the  viewers,  and  Nep- 
tune Nearing,  the  surveyor.  The  last-named 
traveled  sixteen  miles  in  the  five  days  passed  in 
surveying,  and  made  a plat  of  the  road  for  the 
round  sum  of  $7.  50.  j 

The  Plrst  Diteh  petition,  filed  M.irch  24,  1859,  , 
was  signed  by  C.  W.  Simon,  Adam  Waltman  and 


W.  S.  Ferguson..  It  asked  for  the  construction 
of  a great  drain  from  Section  13,  [ackson  town- 
ship, along  the  course  of  the  Portage,  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  branches  at  Pemberville — a dis- 
tance of  thirt\'-five  miles.  The  petition  was 
granted,  and  the  ditch  made  at  a cost  of  $50,000. 
It  drained  8,000  acres  of  the  prairie  basin  in 
Liberty,  with  large  areas  in  Milton  and  Jackson 
and  the  eastern  townships,  and  must  be  consid- 
ered the  first  great  ditch  excavated  in  this  county. 

An  Adeenture  on  the  Prairie. — The  follow- 
ing story  was  related  b\'  J.  F.  Dubbs,  with  the 
dual  object  of  preserving  an  incident  of  early 
days,  and  of  showing  the  physical  character  of  a 
part  of  the  township  before  the  era  of  drainage 
was  introduced; 

In  1851  (says  Mr.  Dubbs),  Xathaniel  Badger,  nephexe  of 
the  old  missionary,  came  and  ti.'ved  up  the  cabin,  got  mar- 
ried and  lived  there  .a  year  or  so.  Nathaniel  had  a sister, 
Stella,  a teacher,  who  lived  in  Plain  township.  ()ne  bright 
morning  in  June  Stella  and  a lady  cousin  from  Vurk  State,” 
nicely  mounted  on  horseback,  rode  up  to  our  cabin,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  prairie,  to  inc[uire  if  it  would  be  possible  for 
them  to  follow  the  old  Indian  trail  straight  across  to  the 
Badger  cabin.  I was  a young  man  at  that  time,  and  tar  too 
much  interested  in  the  two  nicely  dressed  young  ladies  to  see 
them  try  to  pass  over  that  dangerous,  miry  trail,  and  at  once 
advised  them  to  go  arouml  by  the  usual  wagon  trail,  which, 
was  of  itself  bad  enough;  they  took  my  advice.  That  even- 
ing my  brothers,  Lewis  and  John,  \V.  R.  Carothers  and  my- 
self, were  chatting  around  a mosquito  smoke  at  my  father's, 
when,  about  9 o'clock,  we  heard  some  one  hallooing  in  the 
distance.  I told  the  boys  of  the  incident  of  the  morning — 
th.it  two  girls  had  roile  over  to  Badgers,  which  I had  neg- 
lected to  say  was  about  two  miles  from  our  ]j!ace.  Carothers 
at  once  said,  " that  is  surely  a woman's  voice;''  we  startetl  at 
once  for  the  prairie,  taking  with  us  our  two  well-trained 
dogs.  When  we  got  through  the  woods  to  the  prairie  we 
could  hear  the  cries,  but  very  indistinctly,  away  to  the  west 
of  us;  we  shouted  so  lustily  that  we  made  ourselves  heard 
plainly  by  the  lost  wanderer,  x\  ho  at  once  turned  back  toward 
us.  Soon  the  dogs  were  barking  .away,  out  in  the  gloomy 
waste,  in  a somewhat  different  direction.  When  Lewis  and 
Carothers  got  to  them  they  found  the  intelligent  brutes  had 
done  their  part  well  and  faithfully.  .Vs  if  guided  by  some 
instinct  the  dogs  hatl  understood  what  we  wanted  them  to 
do,  and  had  done  it,  thereby  saving  ahum.an  life.  There,  in 
a grassless  spot,  in  the  oozy  mire  and  water,  her  head  barely 
above  the  slimy  surface,  speechless  and  e.xhausted,  w.is  one 
of  the  girls- -the  one  from  New  York.  She  probably  could 
not  have  surx  ived  an  hour  longer.  I need  not  relate  our 
difficulties  in  getting  the  poor  girl  out,  for  she  was  nerfectlv 
helpless  to  walk  for  some  time,  even  if  she  h.ul  lieen  on  good 
ground.  .Soon  after  Stella,  whose  shouts  had  rirst  w.irned  us 
of  their  danger,  was  found,  and  not  long  after  brother  lohn 
and  I and  the  dogs  found  the  horses,  grazing  in  a piaee 
where  the  water  was  shallow  , and  got  them  out  to  the  woods. 
It  was  fortunate  for  the  fei'lings  of  the  poor  girls  at  that  par- 
ticular time  that  it  was  dark,  for  they  were  in  a sorry  plight, 
indeed.  Stella  told  us  how  it  all  happenei'i;  Tluw-  h.id  pro- 
longed their  st.iy  at  Badger's  until  (|uite  late,  and  then  to  gam 
time  h;u!  attempted  to  make  a short  cut  by  the  Indi.m  trail 
to  our  house.  ['he  trail  crossed  a neck  of  [ir.iirie  about  h.ilf 
a mile  wide;  it  w.i,-.  hen-  tlu-y  lost  their  course  and  went  ttio 
far  east.  The  prairi'',  at  tliat  time  of  tlu'  ve.ir.  w.is  wet  in 
thosi-  ihi\s;  no  oiie  who  h.i>  not  seen  the  W.ulswortii.  or  Lili- 
ertv,  iir.iirie.  ,is  \w-  souiet.mes  c.dled  it.  in  its  n.itur.d  st.ite, 
tiefore  our  dr.im.ige  ssstem  went  into  etfect,  can  form  am 
true  Conception  of  its  condition,  nor  picturi-  to  himself  the 
magnitiuh  of  the  change  since.  The  water  w.is  from  one  to 
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ilirct-' fL-ct  the  yrass  from  tliree  to  ei?ht  feet  fiisjli;  a 

■ real  I'.irt  of  the  prairie  \va.-  swampy.  It  was  infested  with 
.111  sorts  of  fteasts,  binis  and  refitiles  crmimon  to  this  country 
,,t  that  time.  Wolves,  snakes,  turtles,  frogs,  cranes,  pumper.t, 
deer  tlies,  and  last,  but  worst  in  early  summer,  were  the  end- 
h'.'S  swarms  of  rat'enous  mosiiuitoes.  Then  the  hea\'y  fogs 
uliich  curtained  tltis  glooilu'  wilderness  made  tlie  asiiect  so 
di'in.il  and  forbitUling  that  the  strongest  man  might  well 
recoil  from  its  trtacfierous  borders. 

N’ot  long  after  the  horses  left  the  trail  the>-  fiegan  to 
swaiu[/  down,  anti  the  ritlers  wen  unsealed  from  'their  sad- 
itles  with  no  possibilitv  of  mounting,  even  if  it  had  been 
.lesirable  to  do  so.  In  attempting  to  lead  the  horses  the 
girls  had  their  skirts  trod  on  and  torn  off  at  the  waist  and 
\sere  in  d;m,ger  themselves  of  being  tramped  into  the  mire 
1)V  the  floundering  animals.  By  this  time  they  had  worked 
so  far  east  as  to  be  in  about  the  worst  part  of  the  swaniji, 
probably  not  far  west  of  the  notorious  " Stoga  Hole.  " Here 
the  New  York  girl  gaveu|)  to  die.  .Stella  left  her  friend  and 
the  horses,  and  started  as  she  suiiiKised  in  the  direction  of 
her  brother's  ctdjin:  but  how  could  a woman,  wailing  in 
water  to  her  knees,  in  coarse  rank  grass  higher  than  her 
head,  lilinded  by  mos(|uitoes  and  fog,  take  a course  without 
,1  single  landmark  to  guide  her.'  .She  could  not  even  see 
the  woods  that  bonlered  the  swamp.  Fortunately  she 
••teered  to  the  wooils  on  the  north  side,  but  in  a direction 
alntost  oiijiosite  from  what  she  had  intended,  and  came  out 
afiout  three-cjuarters  of  a mile  from  our  house,  where  she 
was  wandering  about  whei'i  her  screams  attracted  our  atten- 
tion, as  previously  mentioned. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  log  school  house  is  referred  to  in 
the  history  of  Portage  village.  In  the  fall  of 
1833,  it  is  said  it  offered  a shelter  to  Lee  Moore 
and  his  farnil}'.  It  stood  where  is  now  the  Drain 
dwelling,  but  was  not  used  for  school  purposes 
until  1835,  when  'A’illiain  North  organized  a 
class.  William  Mercer  succeeded  him  in  1836, 
and  A.  E.  McComber  in  1837.  Among  the 
pupils  were  David,  Mary  Ann  and  Isabel,  chil- 
dren of  George  Mercer;  Abraham  and  Charles, 
children  of  William  Mercer;  Wealthv,  Henry, 
Sarah,  Cynthia  and  Charles,  children  of  Collister 
Haskins;  Peter  Johnson's  children  — Fidelia  and 
Lydia;  Jacob  Eberly's  children  — John,  Joe, 
Mary  and  Martha;  John  Sargent's  children  — 
Snowden,  Nancy  and  Sarah;  Thomas  Well's 
children  — Robert,  Lydia  and  Hannah;  David 
P}on’s  children — Mary,  Barbara  and  }ane;  John 
Anderson,  who  was  living  with  David  .Anderson; 
1 homas  Co.v's  children  — John  and  Filizabeth; 
hrancis  Carothers'  children  — William.  Samuel, 
Mariah,  Nancy,  Mary  and  Neeley;  Ephraini  Sim- 
mons’ daughter — Lucinda — and  John  M.  Jaquis' 
• hiid  — Mar}'  Jane.  A second  house  was  erected 
ni  1847,  which  was  opened  by  Mrs.  Lavinia  Sar- 
s'uit,  as  teacher.  Eight  years  later,  the  board 
"f  education  comprised  John  McMahan.  Thomas 
hearnside  George  .Mercer,  John  W’elton  and 
' vrvantez  Cook.  That  board  voted  sdoo  foi  a 
■'  ho(.)l  building,  and  ordered  a levy  of  two  mills 

the  d(;llar  to  be' made.  (n  the  “sixties,"  J. 
D.  Smith  and  Levi  Adams  were  active  members 


■ of  the  board;  while  the  names  of  J.  W.  Wing  and 
Z.  W.  McMahan  appear,  in  1867-68,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  building  committee. 

The  board  ol  education  in  April.  1873,  in- 
i eluded  John  Johnson  (No.  i),  J.  FI.  Whitehead 
(No.  2),  fNc.  3 unorganized).  L.  I-^.  Dubbs  (No. 

! .4).  George  W.  McMahan  (No.  5),  William  Wal- 
lace (No.  6).  F.  Griffin  (No.  7),  Thomas  .Mc- 
Mahan (No.  8),  and  John  Edgar  (No.  9).  In 
: .April.  1874,  N.  W.  Stafford  represented  District 
No.  2;  Henry  Mercer,  No.  3;  John  Bradshaw. 

! No.  5;  james  McCrory.  No.  y;G.  D.  Insley.  No. 
8,  and  Cyrus  Fuller.  No.  9.  In  September. 
1874,  contractor  S.  L.  Sargent  was  paid  $500 
for  a new  house  in  District  No.  i.  In  1875 
building  in  Flistrict  No.  6 was  completed.  Abra- 
; ham  Mercer.  Enos  F'eHers,  Robert  Place  and 
George  Dipert  were  among  the  directors  in  1876. 

: John  Johnson  was  chairman  of  the  board  in  1877; 
George  W’.  Robinson.  Richard  Crocker,  Matthew 
McKee  and  J.  J.  Brand,  in  1879.  In  1881, 
there  were  five  Mercers  on  the  board  of  educa- 
tion. That  \ear  the  authority  to  build  a brick 
house  in  District  No.  5,  or  the  Bradshaw  school 
house,  was  given,  and  $800  appropriated  out  of 
j the  contingent  fund.  .About  this  time  the  in- 
i troduction  of  modern  school  furniture  and  appa- 
I ratus  was  noticed.  The  names  of  P'rank  Has- 
kins, Daniel  Pugh,  John  Anderson,  W.  R.  Ca- 
rothers. C.  .A.  Mercer,  W'illiain  Kinne}',  D L.. 
Whitacre,  james  E.  Kummel  and  Josiah  Smith. 
The  modern  board  holds  but  few  of  the  old-time 
members  who  did  so  much  to  develop  the  school 
i system  in  this  township.  Younger  men  have 
taken  their  places;  but  the  building  of  school 
houses,  and  organization  and  reorganization  of 
districts  go  forward  as  if  nothing  had  hitherto 
been  done.  C.  A.  Mercer  has  been  a director 
for  almost  a quarter  of  a century. 

CHURCHES. 

Very  early  in  the  history  of  Libert}'  town- 
ship a Brcthroi  preacher  came  to  the 

dwelling  of  Collister  Haskins  and  preached 
his  doctrine  to  the  settlers.  Some  time  after 
the  first  school  house,  or  rather  dw'ellint:.  was 
erected.  Rev.  .Abner  C.  Cracraft,  a Methodist 
preacher,  called  the  settlers  to  listen  to  him. 

.1/7.  Zio)t  ChurcU  was  organized  in  1855,  with 
the  following  named  members;  folm  Osborn. 
Caleb  Mercer.  Henr}'  Groves,  Flias  Chene\'. 
jonas  Henline.  j.  H.  McMahan  and  their  wiws, 
FL  Groves,  Louisa  (Isborn.  Matilda  Mercer  and 
edd  Mr.  Chene\  and  his  wife.  .Messrs,  f'oster. 
j.  I'.  Seiler  and  P.  W.  'Fussing  have  served  this 
Churchill  the  order  given.  Prior  to  1873.  the 
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district  school  house,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
CciSs’  Corners,  was  used  for  worship;  but  in  the 
year  named  the  present  building  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $2,205.  There  are  seventy-seven  mem- 
bers belonging  to  the  society. 

T/it'  Bethel  Church  may  be  said  to  date  back 
to  1840,  when  George  Lucy,  a Disciple  preacher, 
came  to  visit  his  sister — Mrs.  Martha  Whitacre — 
and  with  the  Whitacres  visited  the  Mercer  settle- 
ment, where  he  preached  the  first  sermon  of  that 
denomination  at  William  Mercer’s  house.  [He 
organized  a class  at  the  Whitacre  school  house, 
near  the  north  line  of  Bloom.]  Caleb  and  Abra- 
ham Mercer  and  Mrs.  Groves  were  induced  to 
accept  his  teachings  at  that  time.  In  1S42,  Ben- 
jamin Alton  preached  here,  and,  shortly  after, 
John  and  William  Mercer  joined  in  a call  to  their 
friends  to  assemble  for  worship.  After  a few 
years  had  passed  over,  Mahlon  Whitacre  heard 
of  Moses  Ffonham’s  preaching  in  Putnam  coun- 
ty, and  walked  to  the  principal  settlement  of 
that  county  to  meet  him.  He  brought  Bon- 
ham home  with  him,  and,  during  the  ser\ ices 
which  ensued,  Daniel  Mercer,  John  and  James 
McCrory,  Dr.  Hutchins  and  George  Mercer,  Sr., 
were  immersed,  Bonham  was  then  hired  to 
preach  one  year,  for  which  Whitacre  agreed  to 
give  and  did  give  him  forty  acres  in  the  S.  E,  \ 
of  Sec,  31,  Portage.  Mahlon  Whitacre  and 
John  Mercer  were  chosen  elders  with  Edward 
Whitacre,  and  William  Mercer,  deacons.  Meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  Mercer  school  house. 
John  Whitacre  a preacher  from  Columbiana 
county,  came  a year  or  two  later,  held  services 
in  a school  house  northwest  of  Mermill,  and  re- 
ceived many  into  the  society,  among  the  number 
being  Charles  Mercer,  Jane  Mercer,  Mary  Ann 
McCrory,  Harriet  Mercer,  Ellisa,  and  Elizabeth 
and  David  Mercer.  William  Wilson,  a preacher, 
came  in  1850,  followed  by  Joseph  Wade,  Thomas 
Holmes  and  Zophar  Green,  of  the  Christian 
Bible  Society.  In  1853,  John  Harrison  moved 
into  Portage;  and,  in  1858,  a Methodist  peacher, 
Mr.  Shirk,  preached  for  the  Disciples,  assisted 
by  Nelson  Piper,  a Disciple,  and  Silas  Foster, 
a United  Brethren  preacher.  At  that  time, 
thirty  persons  were  baptized,  and  on  April  ii, 
1858,  the  society  was  organized— John  and 
Daniel  Mercer,  elders,  Abraham  Mercer  and 
James  McCrory,  deacons,  and  twenty-seven 
others  forming  the  first  society;  the  Whitacres 
and  others  holding  the  Whitacre  class.  Others 
united  with  the  United  Brethren  Society;  but 
Mr.  Piper  continued  to  preach,  receiving  pay  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  each  sermon. 

In  1859.  Dana  Cal!  was  hired  to  preach,  and 


: continued  here  until  July  23,  1861,  many  mem- 
^ bers  being  added  during  his  ministration. 

Orange  Higgins,  Michael  Riddle,  William  Dow- 
I ling  and  Jackson  Dowling  preached  here  in  the 
i meantime,  or  until  the  society  was  reorgani.^ed  in 
' March.  1863,  with  twenty  male  and  thirty-fi\e 
female  members.  Willianr  Dowling  v/as  en- 
gaged as  pastor  for  one  year,  the  salary  ’oeing 
$75  per  annum,  and  after  the  expiration  of  his 
I term  remained  as  pastor  for  five  years.  In  1865, 

' the  first  church  house  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$1,200 — John,  Daniel,  Abraham,  and  Charles 
' Mercer,  giving  $550;  Robert’Miller,  $80;  A.  \'an- 
Blarcnm,  $75;  and  john  Mercer,  Jr.,  $50,  to- 
I ward  the  building  fund.  In  1868,  Mr.  Dowling 
retired,  and  Dana  Call  preached  here  in  1869. 
Several  preachers  were  here  prior  to  Novem'ucr. 
1872,  when  Mr.  Dowling  returned  at  a salary  of 
; $420.  In  1880,  after  many  preachers  filled  the 
pulpit,  J.  V.  Updike  agreed  to  give  quarter  time 
to  this  church,  and  was  the  pastor  unt'l  1S86, 
when  the  plan  of  having  preachers  fill  the  pulpit 
i for  short  periods  was  adopted.  The  society  was 
incorporated  in  1S88,  and  Daniel  Mercer.  Robert 
Miller.  Joseph  Horn  and  William  Kinney  were 
chosen  trustees,  with  Andrew  Welton,  clerk.  In 
1889,  William  Dowling  resumed  his  pastoral  po- 
sition, and  in  1890,  G.  W.  Cline,  whose  salary 
was  placed  at  $200  per  annum,  became  pastor. 
From  1858  to  1890,  no  less  than  597  were  re- 
corded as  members,  and  of  the  total  there  were 
^ 160  members  at  the  close  of  1890.  [This  sketch 
is  based  on  the  records  of  the  Church  in  posses- 
sion of  H.  J.  Rudolph — records  which  can  be 
truly  called  the  only  complete  ones  in  the  whole 
township.  ] 

HAMLETS. 

Stockiuc/l  post  office  was  established  in  June. 
1888,  with  John  F.  Carmody,  master.  The 
I Laney  oil  w'ell,  in  the  vicinity,  was  then  in 
! charge  of  Mr.  Carmody.  The  office  was  discon- 
; tinned  when  Wingston  was  established. 

Ducat  was  surveyed  by  D.  D.  Ames  in  Feb- 
; ruary,  1890.  for  Exea  Ducat,  Thomas  J.  Ducat 
and  Quincy  A.  Mercer.  John  Bash  is  the  pres- 
: ent  postmaster  at  that  place. 

I Bosx  Creek,  about  a c]uarter  mile  northwest 
: of  the  present  village  of  Mermill,  was  the  site  of 
I Robert  Mackey’s  store,  of  1S36.  The  little 
budding  was  burned  in  1837,  and  the  owner 
moved  away.  Reason  Whitacre  remembers 
: Mackey  as  a tall,  gaunt  man,  who  carried  a fair 
stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  knew  the  \a!ue 
i of  a coon  skin  or  a bushel  of  corn. 

Days  was  surveyed  by  R.  F.  Baker,  m :S90. 
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for  Theophilus  P.  Brown,  trustee.  M.  L.  Devore  I 
is  now  postmaster.  Miss  Lucy  Cook  was  the  hrst 
mistress;  Arthur  Cook  succeeded  her;  Orrin  Dills 
was  the  next,  preceding  M.  L.  Devore. 

Damtoivn  was  established’  at  the  time  of  the 
building  of  the  Coldwater  railroad,  when  R.  W. 
McMahan  established  a general  store,  and  J.  D.  - 
Haley  (who  established  a store  at  Mermill)  opened  | 
a drug  and  grocery  house. 

Mcrccrs  (now  called  Rudolph)  was  surveyed 
by  W.  H.  Wood,  May  13,  1890,  for  Daniel  Mer- 
cer, on  the  S.  E.  corner  of  Section  14.  A few 
days  after,  J.  D.  Mercer’s  addition  was  surveyed, 
and  in  1893  Place’s  addition  was  recorded.  H.  J. 
Rudolph  is  the  principal  merchant  of  the  village. 

Old  M ungen , established  at  the  time  the 
Coldwater  railroad  was  constructed  to  the  S.  E. 
corner  of  Liberty  township,  boasted  of  the  stores 
of  R.  W.  McMahan,  in  the  Reed  building,  the  , 
houses  of  T.  Ireland  and  John  Mercer,  and  the 
Grange  Hall,  all  built  late  in  1875,  or  in  Janu- 
ary, 1876.  A.  Welton  was  master  of  the  Grange ; 
James  McCrory,  overseer;  E.  Gorton,  lecturer; 
and  P.  McCrory,  secretary.  Almost  a decade 
after.  Rev.  J.  V.  Updike  organized  the  Disciples 
Church,  and  erected  the  present  church  building. 
Among  the  first  members  were  the  McCrorys, 
Thomas  T.  and  Df.  Knight,  John  and  Samuel 
Knight,  the  Whitacres  and  Groves,  and  a few  of 
the  Mercers.  In  July,  1895,  there  were  200 
members. 

Tozon  Line  was  surveyed  in  November,  i 892, 
by  W.  H.  Wood,  for  the  Dewey  Stave  Co. , on 
the  S.  E.  J-  of  Sec.  30,  T.  4,  R.  10.  The  re- 


moval of  the  Dewey  industry  may  be  said  to 
have  left  the  village  where  it  was  in  1891. 

Woodburv . noticed  in  the  history  of  Henry 
township,  had  a post  office  as  early  as  1835.  The 
name  was  dropped  in  May,  1S76. 

CONCLUSION. 

There  are  but  few  of  the  pioneers  left  to  re- 
late the  stories  of  early  days.  Local  records, 
dealing  with  the  township  from  1S35  to  1870, 
are  equally  scarce,  but  a determined  effort  has 
been  made,  by  both  the  historical  and  biograph- 
ical workers,  to  bring  forth  the  story  of  the  old 
settlers.  When  the  vanguard  of  the  pioneers  lo- 
i cated  here,  Findlay,  to  the  south,  and  Water- 
ville,  to  tlie  northwest,  were  the  nearest  signals 
of  civilization.  Liberty  township  was  truly  a 
wilderness. 

The  Indian  came  to  the  Portage  to  hunt  or  to 
scan  the  faces  of  the  whites,  who  were  gradually 
I spreading  over  their  former  territory.  Sometimes 
, they  would  camp  within  sight  of  the  pioneer's 
j cabin,  as  they  did  when  Haskins  located  here  in 
1825;  generally  they  would  appear  suddenl}', 
spend  a few  davs  in  conviviality  and  disappear  as 
' suddenly.  The  remnants  of  once  powerful  tribes, 
bowed  down  under  inherited  and  acquired  vices, 
felt  that  there  was  no  place  for  them  here,  and 
; in  a few  years  were  transported  westward,  never 
i to  return.  Their  successors,  as  claimants  to  the 
I land,  suffered  m.any  bitter  trials  and  hardships;  but 
I came  out  of  the  ordeal  stronger  and  better  peo- 
ple to  enjoy  a beautiful  land,  which  their  labor 
1 reclaimed  from  the  swamp  and  forest. 
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MIDDLETON  TOWNSHIP. 

Its  Survey  and  Early  History — Men  of  1889 — The  Pioneers — Township  Org.vniz.ytion  — 
Township  Offici.vls — Schools — Cemeteries  ; Milton\  ili.e — Hull  Pr.yirie — Duxr.RinGE — 
RoAciiroN — Dowling — Sugar  R idge — H.yskins — Post  Offices — Churches — Societies.  Etc. 

The  survey  ol  the  exterior  lines  of  this  town-  ! boundaries;  Commencing  at  the  river  on  the 
ship  was  made  by  I.  T.  Worthington  in  j line  between  River  Tract,  No.  55,  ‘and  Sec.  16, 
the  west  part,  and  by  Holmes  brothers  in  ! T.  i , U.  S.  R.,  thence  east  to  the  line  between 
the  east  part,  in  18  ig,  while  the  section  j T.  1 and  4.  U.  S.  R.  of  tweK’e  miles  square; 
lines  were  surveyed  in  1S21  by  \\’orf hington  and  | thence  to  tlie  S.  W.  corner  of  T.  4;  thence  ea.u 
Kellogg.  The  population  in  1890  was  1,606.  1 to  tlie  S.  E.  cornc  of  that  township;  thence  south 

This  division  qf  the  county  was  established  to  the  S.  E.  corner  of  T.  5,  R.  ii;  tlience  west 
Hecember  3,  1832,  within  the  following  described  j to  the  S.  W.  corner  of  T.  5,  R.  10;  thence  nortli 
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to  the  Maumee  river,  and  along  the  river  to  the  ■ 
place  of  beginning.  Waterville  township,  estab-  ' 
lished  December  G,  1S30,  included  Grangers  Grow  | 
Dodds),  Roche  de  Boeuf  and  Missionary  Lslands,  i 
thus  cutting  off  Middleton  from  any  claim  to  these  ’ 
river  formations.  On  June  3,  1S33,  that  part  of  ; 
Middleton  in  T.  5,'  R.  ii,  and  so  much  of  T.  5,  | 
R.  10,  as  lay  south  of  a line  drawn  between  the 
second  and  third  tier  of  sections  in  its  northenr 
half,  were  attached  to  Portage  township,  and 
subsequently  other  changes  in  boundaries  were 
made,  until  the  irregular  lines  of  to-day  were  con- 
firmed. On  December  3,  183S,  the  commis- 
sioners refused  to  consider  a petition  for  attaching 
this  township  to  Washington.  In  June.  1839, 
Secs.  13,  14,  15,  22,  23.  24,  25,  26.  27,  34.  35 
and  36,  of  P'r.  T.  6,  were  attached  to  Perrysburg; 
while  on  March  3,  1840,  River  Tracts  56,  57, 
58  and  59,  with  the  S.  E.  J of  Sec.  16  in  original 
survey  of  U.  S.  R. . and  Fr.  Secs.  16,  17,  20  and 
21  of  Washington  vrere  attached  to  Middleton 
township;  but  in  June,  1841,  all  this  territory, 
except  P'r.  Secs.  17,  20  and  21,  was  set  off  to 
Perrysburg  township.  Again,  in  1844.  Middle- 
ton  lost  the  south  of  Sec.  36,  T.  6,  R.  10,  set 
off  to  Plain,  and  the  south  of  Sec.  31,  T.  6, 
R.  II,  set  off  to  Center  township. 

In  traveling  down  the  river  road,  from  Mil- 
tonville  to  Perrysburg,  one  may  look  across  the 
river  and  see  the  site  of  the  home  established  by 
Count  Pierre  Louis  La  Point,  who  left  P'rance  in 
boyhood  to  take  part  with  La  P'ayette  in  aiding 
the  Continental  army  under  Washington.  He 
did  not  return  home,  but  selected  a spot  west  of 
Presque  Isle  hill  for  a large  residence,  surrounded 
himself  with  male  attendants,  and  held  two  re- 
ceptions there  annually  until  his  death.  He  was 
buried  in  the  orchard,  with  an  apple  tree  for  a ' 
headstone.  Joel  Foote  states  that  he  was  much 
beloved  by  the  settlers. 

Men  of  /Sjp.  — The  male  inhabitants  of 
Middleton,  in  1839,  over  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  were  Andrew  Plood,  Andrew  Hood,  Jr., 
James  Robertson,  James  Robertson,  Jr..  John 
Robertson,  John  Nicholson,  Lpaphroditus  Foote, 
G.  W.  Baird,  .Moses  Decker,  Isaac  .\llen.  .\bra- 
ham  Yount,  Henry  Hanford,  Andrew  Race, 
John  W.  Ulrich,  H.  H.  Smith.  Silas  W.  Reeil, 
William  R.  Peck,  George  Loomis,  William 
Ewing,  W.  L.  P'owler,  Samuel  Pierce,  James 
Fowler,  Guy  N(.;aring,  James  Pierce,  Phnileus 
Nearing  (deaf  and  dumb),  joh.n  White,  1^.  Pk 
Ellsworth,  Richard  P'oster,  Joseph  Zerbe.  John- 
ston W'hite,  (.labriel  V(junt,  Nathan  and  (ohn 
White.  foci  I'uote  w.is  then  in  Perrysbmg. 
They  with  their  fatnilies  were  the  pioneers  who 


cleared  away  the  forest,  and  converted  the  town- 
ship into  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  districts 
of  the  county,  almost  sixty  years  before  the  oil 
men  came  to  create  a new  industry,  and  ten  years 
after  Michael  Sypher  made  his  temporary  home 
a half  mile  above  .Miltonville. 

The  Pioneers. — The  pioneer  arrived  in  1810. 
from  New  York  State,  traveling  overland  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  schooner  to  Port  Clinton,  thence 
overland  to  Orleans,  where  he  halted  at  Aurora 
Spafford’s  house,  while  exploring  the  country. 
The  name  of  this  adventurer  was  Jesse  Skin- 
ner, who  selected  what  was  afterward  known 
as  River  Tract,  No.  50.  Samuel  H.  Ewing, 
Andrew  Race,  Samuel  Merritt,  Jesse  Murray, 
Cyrus  Hitchcock,  Robert  Race,  David  Race  and 
others  accompanied  the  pioneer  toOrleans,  but  did 
not  select  land  in  this  township.  Samuel  Ewing 
selected  land  three  miles  arvay.  Some  returned  to 
New'  York  State  the  same  year;  but  in  June,  1S12, 
the  majority  of  them  brought  their  families  to 
settle  in  the  wilderness.  His  fellow  tra\elers 
assisted  Shinner  in  building  a cabin  (jr.st  east  of 
the  south  approach  of  the  Waterville  bridge),  and, 
with  Ewing  and  a P'rench-Canadian  trader  named 
Lumbar,  who  lived  at  the  mouth  of  Tontogany 
creek,  occupied  the  south  side  of  the  ri\’er  above 
the  site  of  the  Spafford  settlement.  The  British, 
in  1813,  ordered  the  Indians  to  drive  the  settlers 
on  the  Maumee  from  their  homes.  In  1813-1G, 
most  of  them  returned  to  hnd  that  their  homes 
had  been  destroyed.  In  1S22,  David  Hull, 
also  a New  York  man,  located  some  one  and 
one-half  miles  north  of  the  present  village  of 
Haskins  iafterward  the  eighty  acres  owned  by 
Epaphroditus  ■ Foote).  Some  years  after,  tlie 
sheriff  called  to  levy  on  his  property,  and  seized 
on  a favorite  pony  This  act  grieved  the  pio- 
neer, who  proceeded  to  cut  his  throat.  The 
i sheriff  sent  for  Dr.  Conant,  the  unfortunate  man's 
: life  was  saved,  but  his  reason  was  gone.  Years 
afterward  he  died  in  a lunatic  asylum,  one  of  the 
martyrs  to  pioneer  times  in  this  county. 

The  tragedies  of  early  days,  enacted  near  the 
township  line,  were  the  murders  of  Ewing  and 
Richardson  about  the  time  that  immigration  had 
set  in,  and  that  of  Bill  Ironsides  (a  Camulian 
half-breed),  in  1835,  by  the  Griffin  brothers — 
I Orrin  and  Henry.  That  cruel  and  unprovokeii 
murder  of  the  trapper  took  jdace  at  the  foot  of 
Mission  Island.  The  {lerpetrators  were  sentenced 
i to  a short  term  in  the  penitentiary.  Some  time 
after  Ewing  settled  in  tlie  \'allev.  a d.iuce  took 
; ifiace  at  the  mouth  wf  Tontogany  creek,  during 
which  a young  Indian  nanu'd  Nauqua/ike  stabbed 
and  killed  Pamquak,  another  young  savage  who 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  on  10. 


dared  to  be  courteous  to  Nau(}uai^ike's  girl  or 
?<jua\v. 

ToiK.'nship  Organization. — The  first  election 
was  held  at  Guy  Xearing's  house  November  17, 
iSt2,  Guy  Nearing  being  moderator;  Isaac  Van- 
Tassel,  clerk;  Johnston  White,  Sidney  L.  Brew- 
ster and  Jair.es  Rutter,  judges;  and  Epaphroditus 
Foote,  assistant  clerk.  Guy  Nearing.  Sidney  L. 
Brewster  and  Michael  Sypher  were  elected  trus- 
tees; Isaac  Van  Tassel,  clerk;  Epaphroditus 
Foote,  treasurer;  Jacob  Bernthisel  and  James 
Rutter,  overseers  of  the  poor;  and  John  Wade 
and  Jesse  Bough,  fence  viewers.  On  January 
21,  1833,  Nearing,  S}'pher,  Rutter,  Van  Tassel 
and  Brewster,  with  Mrs.  E.  Foote,  V.  G.  Skeed, 
Lewis  King.  A.  Hamilton,  Hiram  Wade,  Noah 
Reed,  Silas  W.  Reed  and  Elias  Crago,  sub- 
scribed twelve  and  a half  cents  each  toward 
purchasing  a record  book.  That  book  was  found 
in  the  calaboose  at  Haskins  May  22,  1895,  look- 
ing aged,  of  course,  but  strong  and  intact.  The 
first  work  of  the  trustees  was  to  divide  the  towm- 
ship  into  four  road  and  school  districts.  School 
District  No.  i was  to  elect  directors  atGuvNear- 
ing’s;  No.  2,  at  the  mission  station;  No.  3,  at 
Barone's  house;  and  No.  4,  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Co.\.  These  orders  were  made  January 
I,  1833,  and  on  March  4,  that  year,  a tax  levy  of 
one  mill  on  the  dollar  was  ordered  for  township 
purposes.  In  April,  1833,  there  were  36  votes 
cast,  James  Johnston  receiving  28  for  senator; 
John  E.  Hunt,  25  for  representative;  and  Guy 
Nearing,  28  for  commissioner.  In  March,  1834, 
the  officials  donated  their  services  for  the  past 
year  to  the  township.  At  the  same  time  an 
orphan,  named  John  Rice  Cassity,  was  appren- 
ticed to  William  Culver,  a blacksmith,  to  serve 
until  September  i,  1839.  In  1835.  the  chopping 
and  clearing  of  a road  from  Miltonville  to  Mau- 
mee Station  was  awarded  to  Joseph  Logan  on 
his  bid  of  $27.46.  In  April,  183S,  the  work  of 
ditching  one  mile,  on  the  Findlay  road,  was 
awarded  to  W.  P.  Alexander,  John  Howard  and 
Moses  Shallenbarger ; but,  they  failing  to  do  the 
work,  it  was  given  to  Robert  Motley  and  Will- 
iam McLain,  on  their  bid  of  fourteen  cents  a rod. 
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Trustees. — The  trustees  elected  since  April 
3.  are  named  as  .follows; 

—Guy  Nuariiiyc  .Michuel  .S\pticr,  Kohurt  Itlack. 

Kuhert  ISIack,  Eiuiphroditus  I noti-.  Hnracf  Hamiltor 
Aniasa  Ikillou,  j.icnh  Ci'<uu,  Is.iac  \"an  Ta-sscl. 
S.'iiniif!  Silshy,  Gt.-iin.;u  \\’.  Ikiinl,  RnlTrt  Cnucn. 
I)a\'iii  Whiincv.  jn'nn  (■'■nnt,  '.-.luiihrixiitus  Funic. 
l).i.i<l  Whitiicy.  Geo.  W . li.iiril,  l-.[.;u)!iruilitu.>  Fooii 
Ilcnrv  H.inf' )i’(l,  (E.bricl  \uimt,  Knapurodiuis  Footi 
Hcury  f laufoi’d,  Sciu't.i  . Sti  rling.  Iguiphroditus  Fuoti 
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' 1841  William  Fowler,  Feneca  Ste-rlinv.  D.ivid  Wliitnev. 
184’2-  johii  W.  I’lrich,  Harry  H.infoni,  David  Whituev. 
184;F- John  W.  I Iridi,  Hnrr\-  Hanford,  Joel  P oole. 

1S44  - John  W.  Idricli,  Da\ id  Wiiilney,  Henry  Hood. 

; 184o  jolin  W.  L'lrich.  Robert  Dunl.ip,  Henry  Hood. 

184H  -Seneca  K.  .Sterling,  Robert  .Motley,  Amos  Robertson. 
1841  Seneca  E.  Sterling,  Henry  Hanford,  Benjamm  lJuwns. 

I 184(S  Seneca  E.  Sterling,  |.  W.  .-Vu.stin,  B.  H,  Durfi-y. 

1n4'.I — l)a\  id  Whitney,  J.  \V.  .Austin,  B.  H.  Durfev. 

; ls.l() — George  W.  Bainl,  WiHiam  W'ickhnm,  Darin-,  Bridges. 
18-11-5'2-o;4— James  .Maginnis,  William  Wdekham,  Patrick 
■Me  Isaacs. 

1854- -Jnmes  .Maginnis-,  William  Wickham,  Ameiius 

Fb'berlson. 

1855- -].  W.  l'lrich,  Wooster  Fay,  .Vmelius  Robertson. 

18bf)—  J.  W.  L'lrich,  W.  H.  Ewing,  .\melius  Rulrertson. 

The  first  record  book  covers  the  transactions 
' of  the  board  down  to  March,  [857,  together  with 
the  records  of  ditches  Nos.  r,  2 and  3,  and  the 
records  of  ear  marks  and  estray  notices.  Book 
: No.  2 was  found  in  the  old  Cunning  building. 

' now  the  Woodford  store,  among  many  old  vol- 
umes, and  owing  to  this  fact  the  list  of  trustees, 
clerks,  treasurers  and  assessors,  from  1857  to 
I 1895,  can  be  continued.  The  trustees  from  1857 
to  the  present  time  are  named  as  follows: 

1857 — J.  R.  Rudulph.  Samuel  Bridge.-?,  ( 'rrin.  Smith.. 

[ 1858-511  -|.  W.  L'lrich,  Janie.-?  .Maginnis,  William  Wickliam. 
18<>U-bl — J.  W.  L'lrich,  -M.  G.  Wetrnure,  P'.  E.  Mca-gley. 

IStt'J  -iy — J.  W.  L'lrich,  William  Wickham,  Henry  Huod. 

' 18(.'4  -Amo.s  Tribble,  Janie.s  .\liller,  L>avid  Wallace. 

1885 — F.  E.  Meagles',  D.  W.  \'\'allace,  William  Wickham, 
iNfUb  P'.  I-'..  Meagley,  William  Wickham,  David  Newion. 
18U7.  S.  P'.  Bridges,  Rezin  .skinner,  David  Newti'n. 

■ 1888 — William  .-Vtkinson,  P'.  E.  .Meagley,  Ptezin  Skinner. 

' 18GF  P.  E.  Meagley,  R.  Skinner,  Daviil  Newton. 

L87',t  Thomas  Yr-unt,  W.  H.  Wetrnure,  .F.  Ph  Aleagley. 

1871  P'.  E.  Meagley,  Gurdun  Pitcher,  'Bhomas  A'diini. 

! 1872  -Robert  Pargellis,  |,  F.llis,  rhomas  \ ount. 
l,87;-> — Robert  Pargellis,  John  Hanne\',  Bhomas  Yount. 

1874  William  Roller,  Gurdon  Pitcher,  Tliomas  Yijunt. 
1875— James  Savory,  Gurdon  Bitciier,  'Bhonuis  Yount. 
lS7f> — James  Sa\ory,  Charles  .Moore,  Bb.omas  A'ount. 

1877  James  Sasory,  Charles  Moure,  Gurdon  Pitcher, 

1878  —Charles  .Moore,  Gurdon  Pilcher,  John  Current. 

1879-  E.  E.  Meagley,  Gurdun  Pitcher,  John  Current. 

1880- 81 — Thomas  Yount,  i.Jscar  Lyon,  Geo.  C.  .Stevenson. 
1882  - J.  D.  .Smith,  ( )scar  Lvon,  .\nthony  A.  Cobley. 

188;->  - S.  S.  Smith.  L.  C.  Wilson,  Anthony  A.  Cobh-y. 

1884  -A.  ,A.  Cobley.  L.  C.  Wilson,  Gurdon  Pitcher. 

1885  — -M.  M.  .Maginnis,  Plcnry  .Apel,  Is;uic  Sutton. 

1880 — Henry  Sternaman,  L.  C.  \Yilson,  C)scar  Lyon. 

1887  Henry  Sternaman  w;is  elected  trustee  tor  a long  term; 
in  1888  Oscar  Lyon;  1880  'Bhomas  Yount;  IN'.m) 
John  Current;  1891  L.  P.  Biiomas;  1S02  .Vii.im  Beil; 

: I89;j — William  A'ount;  18’.i4  L.  P.  'Bhom;is:  'N'.i.)  - 

.-Vdam  Beil;  1890  'Bhomas  J.  I'uller. 

[ustiees. — The  justices  were  Michael  Sypb.cr, 
j who  qualified  July  S,  1833,  and  Guv  Nearing. 

' September  4,  i833;Amasa  Ballou  ami  Michael 
Sypher,  1836;  Jeremiah  Ward.  1817;  WilHam 
1 Fowler,  1837;  Jeffrey  Nearing,  1838;  Guy  Near- 
ing, 1839:  Seneca  Sterling.  1840  -49:  George  \\  • 
Baird,  1840-43;  IvjFqdiroditus  Foote.  1841  ( no 
notice  of  (lualitication  1 ; [ames  Robertson.  1843; 
James  Hoofl,  1847-  leromiab.  ('asv,  184.0;  W ill- 
I iam  Ewing,  1850  to  1865;  Ameiius  Rol'ert.'yn, 

I 1856  to  1 868;  Gyrus  (Jibbs,  1858;  Sid.iU'x  War- 
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ren,  1859  62;  A.  V.  Perry,  1S66-70;  Rezin 
SkiriT'.er,  187!;  John  \V.  Garrett,  T872;  Joseph 
Collins,  1873;  M.  G.  Wetmore,  1875-78;  Robert 
Pargellis,  1876-79;  Jaines  Johnston,  1881.  to 
1S90;  Henry  Russell,  1882;  P'rank  Rodgers, 
1885;  John  C.  Yarick,  1888  (resigned  in  1890); 
N.  S.  Jones,  1890  ( resigned  in  1892;;  William 
Yerkson,  1892;  William  Cobley  and  L.  A. 
Trepanier,  1893;  Yhlliam  Cobley  and  L.  A. 
Trepanier. 

Clerks.  — Isaac  \’an  Tassel.  1833;  Michael 
Sypher,  1835;  Vyhlliarn  R.  Peck,  1836;  William 
Fowler,  1838;  W.  R.  Peck.  1S39;  Geo.  W. 
Baird,  1840;  William  Ewing,  1 84C-47  and  ’49; 
G.  W.  Baird,  1848;  William  Ewing,  1850-54 
and ’55;  Galusha  Eyon,  1853;  William.  Ewing. 
1856-57;  Sidney  Warren,  1859;  Galusha  Lyon, 
i860;  O.  B.  Brown,  1861;  .Robert  Pargeilis, 
1864;  Rezin  S.  Skinner,  1865;  H.  S.  Brown, 
i860,  but  Myron  G.  Brown  signs  the  minutes;  |. 
M.  Cunning,  1868;  P.  J.  PYagles,  1869;  A.  S. 
Rush,  1S70;  G.  A.  Repass,  1871;  I,  B.  Gibbs, 
1872;  L.  P.  Tribble.  1874;  L.  Baughman,  1876: 
J.  P.  Fisk.  1877;  L.  P.  Tribble,  1879;  D.  C. 
Bemis,  1880;  William  C.  Garrett,  1886;  John 
Bash,  1890;  Frederick  W.  Pinert,  1892.  He 
resigned  in  April,  1895,  Fred.  Pinert  was 

appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy'.  In  1896,  V.  M. 
Bradfield  was  elected. 

7'rn<;7sv//'nrs'.— Epaphroditus  Foote,  1833; 
Jacob  Crom,  1S34;  Robert  Black,  1835;  William 
Fowler.  1S36;  David  Whitney,  1842;  James 
Robertson,  1844;  David  Whitney'.  1S45;  Henry 
Hood,  1846;  David  Whitney,  1847;  G.  W. 
Hoobler,  1849;  Henry  Hood  (appointed),  1849; 
Galusha  Lyon,  1854;  J.  R.  Rudulph,  1859; 
Amelius  Robertson,  1864;  Z.  Thomas,  1866;  C. 
OsterhoLit,  1868;  S.  F.  Bridges,  1869;  James 
Johnston,  1873;  Charles  Osterhout,  1874;  W.  A. 
Williams,  [876;  E.  J.  Greenfield.  1886;  L.  P. 
Tribble,  1888-96. 

Assessors. — James  Roberston,  1843;  Will- 
iam Ewing,  1845  and  1S54;  Henry  Hood,  1846; 
W.  C.  Matthews.  1847;  G.  W.  Baird.  1849; 
David  Whitney,  1851;  Henry  A.  Paine,  1853; 
William  Ewing,  1855-56-57;  James  Maginnis, 
1859;  W.  A.  Webb,  1862;  Rezin  S.  Skinner, 
1864;  Henry  Hood,  1865;  S.  R.  Hoobler,  1866; 
R.  Pargeilis,  186S;  G.  B.  Hanford.  1869;  Henry- 
Hood,  1870;  James  Maginnis,  1871:  M.  G.  W et- 
more,  1872;  Whlliam  Wickham,  1877;  William 
W^ickham,  1880;  G.  Chase,  1881;  F.  J.  Brand, 
18S4;  Alonzo  Keeler,  1886:  A.  M.  Segar.  1886 
and  1 888 ; Amos  Twining  and  George  Williams, 
1887;  Gurdon  Pitcher.  1888;  John  Goodell, 
1890-96;  A.  M.  W'ickham,  1891;  John  Schutz- 


berg,  i892;M.  Park,  1893;  G.  S.  Meeker,  1S94; 
i L.  C,  Wilson,  and  Jas.  T.  Floller,  1896. 

I SCHOOLS. 

; In  April,  1837,  Emilius  W'’ood,  Arnasa  Bal- 
: lou  and  Wulliain  R.  Peck  were  elected  school 
' examiners,  they  being  the  first  referred  to  in  the 
I records.  In  March,  1838,  Epaphroditus  Foote, 

! William  Fowler  and  Henry'  Hanford  were  ap- 
j pointed  school  directors  under  the  law  of  that 
year.  In  1848.  Sections  19,  29,  30,  31  and  32. 

I were  added  to  Secs,  in  T.  4,  U.  S.  R.,  to  form 
I a new  school  district,  David  Ladd  and  A.  Spaf- 
' ford  representing  Perrysburg  township  as  trustees. 

I On  July  26.  1835,  the  school  trustees  employ'ed 
: Guy  Nearing  to  erect  a frame  house  22x  15  x 15 
j feet  for  $40;  to  furnish  lumber  at  $10  per  M. ; to 
put  in  twelve  window  frames  at  $i  each,  and 
, two  door  frames  at  $1.50  each;  to  make  and 
1 hang  two  panel  doors  at  $3,  and  to  lay'  the  lower 
I floor  for  $3.30.  This  contract  refers  to  the 
^ Miltonville  school,  rules  for  the  government  of 
I which  were  adopted  November  10,  1839.  Will- 
I iam  R.  Peck,  one  of  the  first  teachers  of  District 
No.  I,  made  the  following  list  of  pupils  enrolled 
in  November,  1S39:  Milton  Baird,  Daniel  Ells- 
worth, Charles  Pierce,  each  aged  ten  years; 
Charles  Baird,  Benjamin  Fowler.  William  Mot- 
ley, Nancy  Pierce,  Lovinia  Hyndman,  Sarah 
Austin  and  Jeremiah  Decker,  each  eight  years; 

' Leroy  Foote  and  W^alter  Sherwin,  seven  years; 

! Oscar  and  F'red.  Foote,  Henry  Pierce,  Margaret 
' White,  Sarah  Motley,  Theodore  Ewing,  Sarah 
I L.  Peck,  Elias  Austin,  and  Isaac  Nearing,  six 
years  and  under.  The  senior  pupils  '.vere  Epa- 
phroditus Foote,  William  Nason,  Smith  Motley, 
Henry  Nearing,  Sophia  Hyndman,  Sabrina 
Austin  and  Elisha  Hyndman,  from  thirteen  to 
fifteen  years  of  age;  Judith  R.  Allen,  Nancy 
Sherwin,  Allen  Austin,  Oliver  Decker.  Martha 
i Motley,  each  about  twelve  years,  and  Merritt 
I Flint,  a school  urchin  of  twenty-two  winters.  In 
April,  1840,  Lucy  A.  Crosby  succeeded  teacher 
i Peck;  Isaac  Van  Tassel  taught  in  March,  1S41; 
Lucy  A.  Crosby  in  October,  1841;  A.  C. 
Davis,  1842;  M.  L.  Bamber,  1843;  Jeremiah 
Case,  1844:  S.  G.  Brown,  1845;  - ^Iatthews. 

, 1847;  Morris  Brown,  1848;  Sophia  Barlow,  184S; 
Smith  Dunham,  1849;  Amanda  F.  Howland, 
1849;  Nathan  W.  Minton,  1850;  Sophia  A.  Bar- 
low,  1850;  Henry  C.  Strow,  1851;  Elise  Bird- 
sall,  1851;  A.  P.  Donaldson,  1852;  Harriet  E. 
Burkhart,  1852;  O.  W.  Parrish.  1853.  am]  J. 
Foster,  1854.  Oscar  b'oote  vvas  teacher  of  the 
sub-district  in  1855. 

In  1879,  1'.  E.  Meagley,  Oscar  Lyons.  Robert 
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Wallace,  G.  C.  Stevenson,  J.  L.  Stearns,  John  j 
Taylor,  John  Parkison,  G.  W.  Yount  and  M.  ; 
Klaberger  formed  the  board  of  education  for  this  I 
township.  In  1880,  the  clerks  of  eight  of  the  ^ 
ten  districts  were  J.  L.  Stearns,  John  Parkison, 
John  Taylor,  ^’aien^ine  Schwind,  F.  E.  Meagley, 
R.  Wallace,  G.  C.  Stevenson  and  Alonzo  Keeler. 
In  April,  1895,  a levy  of  seven  mills  for  school  ! 
purposes  was  authorized.  The  twelve  districts  1 
then  organized:  F.  J.  Brand  was  elected  presi-  ; 
dent  of  the  board,  with  L.  Lyon,  J.  P.  Tunison, 
W.  Skinner,  \’al.  Schwind,  A.  Beil,  Thomas 
P'uller,  John  Sullivan,  Robert  H.  Sutton,  L.  P.  I 
Thomas,  W.  W.  Snyder  and  L.  Williamson,  i 
members.  In  1896,  the  following  were  elected  , 
members  of  the  school  board:  Louis  Bowers, 

Augustus  Schaller,  Adam  Beil,  John  Callin  and  ; 
John  Sullivan.  Many  of  the  officers  named  in  ’ 
the  township  history  have  filled  positions  on  the 
school  board.  i 

Cemeteries.- — A petition  of  forty-three  citizens  I 
of  Perrysburg  township  was  presented  to  the 
trustees  of  Middleton  in  1888,  asking  that  a ceme-  ; 
tery  be  established  on  five  acres  of  land,  belong-  | 
ing  to  H.  B.  Shoemaker,  in  Sec.  33,  T.  4,  U.  S.  i 
R.  About  the  same  time,  Perrvsburg,  Middleton 
and  Webster  townships  were  interested  in  en-  i 
larging  the  Belh  ille  Ridge  cemetery.  In  Decern-  j 
ber,  1893,  came  the  election  on  the  prohibition  i 
question,  when  eighty-seven  votes  were  recorded 
for  the  sale  of  liquor  and  188  against  such  sale. 


MILTON’VILLE. 

Miltonville  was  surveyed  in  August,  1835, 
AVilliam  Fowler  and  G.  W.  Baird,  who  named  it 
Miltonville,  after  Milton  Baird.  In  1835,  Guy 
Nearing  took  the  contract  to  build  a sawmill  and  | 
dam  for  Fowler  & Baird  fin  connection  with  their  ; 
Miltonville  town  project),  a half  mile  below  the 
town.  The  building  and  dam  cost  about  $5,500. 
Joel  Foote  left  Hull's  Prairie  in  1835,  moved  ! 
into  Miltonville,  bought  the  Ezra  Sanger  dwelling 
and  store,  refitted  the  log  house  and  kept  the 
hotel  there  until  1840,  when  he  returned  to  his  ' 
farm.  Of  the  other  hotel,  it  may  be  said  that  , 
William  Ewing  and  Guy  Nearing  constructed  the 
frame;  that  Ewing  furnished  it  and  named  it  i 
“ Uncle  Guy  House,”  and  that  after  its  sale  to  : 
G.  W.  Baird,  it  was  named  “Taylor  House.”  ; 
The  hotel  and  store  of  Fowler  iS:  Baird  were  by 
no  means  the  first  houses  on  the  site;,  fiir  Ezra 
Sanger,  in  1833,  erected  a lug  cabiri  tliere  fthe  ' 
“Foote  Hotel”),,  ami  James  Goiiway  o\\iied  a 
small  frame  building,  which  he  occu[)ied  until  his 
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removal  to  a farm  west  of  Tontogany.  Samuel 
Silsby  and  Johnson  White  v\erc  the  ferrymen 
of  the  place,  and,  later,  Morehouse,  William 
Ewing  and  M'hitcornb  Haskins  operated  the  rope 
ferry  prior  to  1856,  when  J.  W.  Ovitt  purchased 
the  interest  of  Haskins,  and  was  ferryman  for 
a few  years,  until  the  first  bridge  was  com- 
pleted. In  I S40,  there  were  only  105  in-lots 
listed  for  taxation,  all  being  in  the  names  cf  ten 
persons,  who  w’ere  considered  responsible  for 
taxes.  Miltonville  post  office  was  established 
September  29,  1837,  with  Epaphroditus  Foote  in 
cl'iarge.  When  the  D.  ti:  ^I.  railroad  was  com- 
pleted, in  1859,  this  office  was  discontinued. 

In  November,  1887,  a span  of  the  Waterville 
bridge,  170  feet  long,  fell,  carrying  with  it  six 
men,  one  of  whom,  named  Jeffers,  w'as  killed. 
The  work  of  tearing  down  the  old  bridge  \vas 
then  in  progress,  but  the  workmen  did  not  realize 
the  danger  until  too  late. 


HULL  PRAIRIE. 

Hull  Prairie  was  surveyed  for  John  H.  Wel- 
ler, C.  W’.  Carpenter  and  Joseph  H.  Gardner,  in 
October,  1861.  In  the  spring  of  1831,  after  two 
years’  residence  on  Granger  Island,  Epaphroditus 
Foote  moved  to  the  farm  he  had  purchased,  on 
the  north  side  of  Hull  Prairie,  still  known  as  the 
P'oote  farm.  This  land  was  once  owned  by  David 
Hull,  who  located  therein  1822,  from  whom  the 
prairie  took  its  nam.e,  and  not  from  Gen.  Hull, 
as  is  commonly  supposed,  Hull,  Sypher  and  Ben- 
nett, having  resided  on  the  farm  previous  to  its 
occupancy  by  the  Foot  lamih'.  James  Robertson 
may  be  named  among  the  first  permanent  set- 
tlers. In  1836,  he  and  his  family  camped  on 
the  edge  of  the  prairie.  Having  traveled  front 
Perrysburg,  they  were  fatigued:  but  sleep  was 
not  for  them,  as  shortly  after  halting,  five  moun- 
ted Indians  appeared,  who  gave  the  imutigranrs 
notice  that  they  wished  to  burn  the  prairie. 
Within  twent}'  minutes  the  high  grass  on  that 
treeless  tract  was  reduced  to  ashes.  In  1837. 
Robertson  built  a log  house  on  his  land  whicit 
was  known  as  the  “ Half-way  House.  " Shortly 
after  the  Robertson  settlement  was  made,  Henrv 
Hood,  Sr.,  and  family  selected  prairie  lamls, 
followed  by  Andrew  Pargellis  ami  W.  H.  Wet- 
more,  the  last-named  coming  in  1840  or  1842. 
In  1844  a log  cabin  was  erected  for  schoid  pur- 
poses on  Section  24,  o\  or  which  M o-g.-irc!'  t'r.i - 
zicr,  just  arrivod  from  Scotland,  was  app"mtc<l 
to  preside.  There,  also,  religious  services  and 
social  meetings  would  be  held,  so  that  it  was 
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the  center  of  the  social  life  of  the  prairie  settle- 
ment. In  1848.  Ann  E.  Brace,  now  known  as 
Mrs.  Frederick,  the  librarian  at  Perrysbarg, 
taught  the  same  school.  I'he  original  Hull  log 
house,  owned  by  Schaller  in  1889,  was  razed 
that  year  or  the.ne.xt. 

Prairie  Class  of  the  J/.  E.  Church  was  or- 
ganized February  ii,  1866,  by  James  \V.  Boyd, 
leader;  T.  N.  Barkdull,  pastor;  and  H.  S.  Brad- 
ley, presiding  elder.  There  were  twenty-seven 
members  enrolled,  namely:  James  \V.  and  Ma- 

linda  Boyd,  B.  R.  and  Maria  Mason,  John  fr. 
and  Ffarbara  Taylor,  Richard  and  Nancy  Carter, 
Catherine  Crook,  Sarah  and  James  A.  Spafford, 
Edward,  Sr.,  Reuben,  James,  Bennett,  Frank 
M.,  Darius  B.,  Samuel  and  Caroline  Carter,  Ann 
and  Sarah  S.  Smith,  John  C.  and  Calista  Parki- 
son,  David  and  Rebecca  Hackathorn,  J.  H.  and 
Jane  Vv'est,  and  Jairus  and  Jane  Yoernan.  in 
18C9,  Richard  Carter  was  leader,  and  Rev.  C. 
Hong,  of  Millbury,  circuit  preacher.  In  1875, 
Rev.  J.  W.  N.  Morrison  preached  here;  J.  C. 
Miller,  in  1882;  E.  H.  Lindsey,  in  1S85;  L.  C. 
Wilson,  in  1886,  when  John  Taylor  was  leader, 
who  has  been  leader  ever  since.  The  Church  is 
now  in  the  Waterville  circuit.  W'ith  the  Presby- 
terian Society,  Prairie  class  enjoys  the  privilege 
of  worship  in  Hood’s  church. 

The  Hood  Presbyterian  Church  was  incor- 
porated January  20,  1877,  with  Henry  Sarvis,  R. 
Pargellis  and  John  Hood,  trustees.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  Henry  Hood’s  death,  in  April,  1S74,  it 
was  learned  that  he  had  bequeathed  $2,500  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a house  of  worship,  to  be 
held  by  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  and 
Methodist  Episcopal  Societies  of  the  district,  for 
their  own  use  specially,  and  for  that  of  evangel- 
ical Christians  generally.  On  Decembers,  1876, 
the  following  named  members  of  the  Haskins 
Church  were  dismissed  to  form  this  Church ; Sarah 
E.,  M aggie  E.,  Elizabeth,  Andrew  and  Robert 
Pargellis,  Jane  Hood,  Ellen  Tracy,  Ann  E.,  Ger- 
aldine, James  A.  and  Elizabeth  Robertson,  Addie 
Rider,  Charlotte  Barr  and  Henry  Sarvis.  Rev. 
A.  J.  Hadley,  of  Haskins,  with  elders  Robert 
Pargellis  and  James  A,  Robertson.  Mr.  Pargel- 
lis has  served  as  clerk  since  the  beginning,  and 
the  elders  still  hold  that  position.  The  pastors 
since  Mr.  Hadley's  time:  Messrs.  \'ance  and  (d. 

A.  Adams  have  preached  here,  the  latter  sinee 
1856,  save  for  the  time  that  the  membership  was 
incorporated  in  the  Ha.skins  Church.  There  are  j 
thirty-si.\  members,  i'orty-nine  yearsago  a branch  ^ 
of  the  I’err)  sburg  Church  was  organized,  by  Rev. 

J.  H.  Newton.  Phis  society  went  into  the  Has- 
kins Church  when  it  was  organized.  Services  i 


were  held  at  the  old  log  school  house,  b_\  Mr. 
Newton  and  by  Mr.  Adams. 

A union  Sunda3’-school  of  Presbvterians  and 
Methodi.sts  was  organized  b.ere,  which  has  been 
running  for  fifty  years.  F.  R.  Miller  was  secre- 
tary and  Matthew  Rose,  superintendent.  His 
successors  were  A.  C.  Pargellis,  O.  B.  Brown, 
John  Taylor,  J.  Bo}d,  F.  E,  Meagley  twelve 
years),  A.  C.  Pargellis,  .Ann  Smith,  Jonathan 
West,  Gilbert  Jezzard. 

Hull  Prairie  Grauye,  Xo.  J46,  was  chartered 
in  April,  1874,  with  .Amelias  Robertson,  master: 
Robert  Pargellis,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Bernthistel. 
L.  A.  S.  This  grange  continued  in  existence  for 
three  years,  the  manager  purchasing  agricultcra; 
implements  and  goods  for  the  members.  The 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  was  organized  (Ma_\'  21, 
1890  ),  with  thirty-seven  members;  but  the  lodge 
I dissolved  within  two  years.  .A.  C.  Pargellis  was 
first  president;  William  Skinner,  vice-president: 
P'.  R.  Pargellis,  secretary,  and  George  Carter, 
treasurer. 

Middleton  Lyceum  w'as  organized  December 
12,  1856,  with  H.  Crook,  president;  John  Hood, 
vice-president;  A.  Pargellis,  secretary,  and  Myron 
Brown,  treasurer.  The  Carpenters,  Taylors. 
Randalls,  O.  B.  Brown,  R.  Pargellis,  S.  Whedon 
and  Jonathan  Du  Hamel  formed  the  mendiership. 
In  1859  a constitution  was  adopted,  when  Susan 
and  Elizabeth  Rowles,  E.  W.  De  Verna,  the 
Woodruffs,  A'ounts  and  McCaugheys,  James 
Johnston  and  R.  Skinner  began  to  take  a part  in 
the  debates.  Rezin  Skinner  and  James  Johnston 
served  as  secretaries  for  short  terms,  when  Rob- 
ert Pargellis  was  again  elected,  and  continued 
secretary  to  the  end  of  the  Ls’ceum,  in  November, 

1 868. 

Hull' s Prairie  Farmers'  Club  was  organized 
January  31.  1870,  with  Flenry  Hood  (treasurer  . 
Henrv  Sarvis. . Amelins  Robertson,  fames  John- 
ston, Robert  Crook.  \\k  T.  Barr,  .Alfred  Robert- 
son, Rezin  Skinner  (president),  Frank  Poweli. 
Robert  Pargellis  (secretary),  and  John  Johnston 
In  the  record  book  of  this  club,  the  ideas  of  the 
members  on  everv  agricultural  subject  are  given, 
sometimes  with  wonderful  precision.  On  March 
28.  1870,  the  last  meeting  appears  to  have  been 
held. 


D'JNBRinC.E, 

Duidjfiilge  was  surveyed  by  b'erdinand.  Woiu 
for  Robert  Dunn,  November  10,  1882.  Tite 

Sentinel  suggested  tin*  name  Dunn-der-burg,  but 
the  owner  ailopted  the  three  first  letters  of  Ins 
own  name  and  tiie  six  last  letters  of  the  nanto 
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Trowbridge,  joined  them,  and  christened  his  new  I 
village.  William  Davis  opened  the  first  store,  ; 
and  built  the  first  mercantile  liouse;  a saloon 
was  opened  about  the  same,time.  . Si.\  3'ears  ago  | 
John  Current  opened  a general  store  in  Dr.  Pope's 
building,  where  Spafford  Brothers  opened  their 
store.  The  first  hotel  was  opened  by  Charles 
Beauprey  shortly  after  the  town  was  platted,  La- 
fayette Hale  succeeding  him.  When  the  village 
was  established,  the  report  that  John  Watts,  of 
Haskins,  would  establish  a mill;  Trowbridge  & 
Co.,  a stave  factory,  and  the  railroad  companv,  a 
station,  drew  the  attention  of  many  to  the  village. 

77/t’  Presbyterian  Church  was  incorporated 
M ay  7,  1887,  when  the  following  named  formed 
the  society:  Frank  and  Melvina  Rogers,  E.  W. 
and  Cecelia  Taylor,  William  and  Elza  Clour, 
Oscar  and  Alice  Moag,  N.  S.  and  Josephine  Jones, 
Edith  Wallace  and  Flora  Taylor.  The  pastors 
of  the  Church  have  been  Revs.  C.  L.  Beving- 
ton,  George  Gerlach,  W.  H.  Cross  and  C.  L. 
Herrold.  The  seven  elders  include  Messrs. 
Rogers,  Taylor  and  Moag  (named  above),  ith 

E.  W.  De\'erna,  George  Stevenson,  Joseph  E. 

Pope  and  Lewis  Spafford.  The  church  building,  1 
erected  in  1 8S7,  cost  $1,650.  i 

Robert  Ste-ieart  Post,  Xo.  6po,  G.  P.  R.,  j 
w'as  chartered  January  31,  [88g,  with  the  follow-  | 
ing  named  members:  Reuben  Stevens,  M.  ; 

Burgemeister,  Anthony  Himelesback,  J.  D. 
Smith,  E.  W.  De\  erna,  Samuel  Clowd,  George 
Bell,  Henry  Sternarnan,  J.  Aplin,  J.  H.  Callin, 
Frank  Rogers,  John  Current,  William  Grover, 
Lafayette  Hale,  N.  S.  Jones,  John  E.  Yauck, 
James  Place,  Hugh  Stewart,  G.  B.  Jenkins, 
Joseph  Shepard , G.  C.  Stevenson,  S.  B.  Gorrill, 
Matthew  Park,  George  Burket,  Thomas  Part- 
ridge, \V.  Beck,  Peter  Aldrich,  David  Beard  and 

F.  Philo.  Noah  S.  Jones  was  the  first  com- 
mander. Hugh  Stewart,  1 8go;  S.  B.  Gorrill, 
1891;  N.  S.  Jones,  1 892 ; George  Stevenson,  1 893 ; 
and  Hugh  Steward,  1894  and  1895.  George 
Stevenson,  the  first  adjutant,  was  succeeded  in 
January,  1890,  by  Frank  Rogers,  who  has  held 
the  position  down  to  the  present  time,  e.xcept  in 

1892,  when  Hugh  Stewart  was  adjutant,  and 

1893,  when  J.  H.  Callin  held  that  office. 

Women' s Relief  Cor/^s,  Xo.  yo6,  was  chartered 

June  14,  i8go,  with  Eliza  Johnson,  president: 
Kate  Ruble,  secretary;  Melvina  Rogers,  treasurer; 
and  Minerva  liell,  chaplain. 

Camp  Xo.  j-j,  .S',  (f  I'.,  was  chartered 
April  26,  18S9.  with  C.  C.  Manley,  I'.  W.  Jones, 
H.  S.  Ifrown,  L',  C.  Seger  and  twent\'  oth.ers, 
members.  Tliis  .caiiij)  has  practically  ceased 
Work. 


Middleton  Lodge,  Xo.  yS6.  1.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
chartered  May  23,  1890,  and  instituted  August 
14,  1890.  The  following  named  members  ap- 
pear on  the  charter:  W.  W.  Hampton,  W.  J. 

Dennis,  N.  S.  Jones,  L.  Trepanier,  William 
Remgar,  Leroy  Thompson,  C.  F.  Seger,  G.  W. 
Robinson,  James  B.  Cordrey,  J.  E.  Ward,  John 
! Current,  David  Wdritmore,  6.  C.  Grover,  C.  M. 
Keeler  and  S.  B.  Gorrill.  W.  W.  Hampton  wa.s 
the  first  noble  grand,  followed  '03'  W.  J.  Dennis, 
L.  A.  Trepanier,  John  Current,  O.  C.  Grover,  J.  IL 
Cordrey,  Leroy  Thompson  and  S.  B.  Ccrdre\’, 
the  present  grand;  J.  H.  Bush  is  the  present  re- 
cording secretary.  There  are  now  sixty-three  or 
sixty-four  members.  The  lodge  purchased  the 
two-story  frame  school  building  in  1S95,  and  re- 
modeled it  for  lodge  purposus.  The  new  school 
house,  erected  in  1895,  east  of  the  railroad,  takes 
the  place  of  the  older  building  sold  to  the  Odd- 
fellows. 

ZAh?  Rebckali  Lodge,  Xo.  yS/.  was  chirtered 
Mav  17,  1893,  with  the  following  members: 
Malinda  Hampton,  Martha  Hilt.  Mary  A.  Den- 
nis, Jane  Sternarnan,  Marietta  Ward,  Sarah  A. 
Nixon,  Addie  Griner  and  IMaiy  Roper,  v'ith  nine 
male  members. 


RO.\CHTON. 

Roachten  is  the  name  given  to  a railroad  and 
postal  station  southwest  of  Perrysburg.  John  S. 
Ellis  and  Wa  C.  Perrin  established  a store  here 
about  twent)’  years  ago,  and  Mr.  Perrin  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster.  On  the  L3'dorf  farm,  two 
wells  were  drilled  for  oil,  but  little  show  of  oil 
was  made.  B.  F.  Clark,  who  has  managed  the 
post  office  and  store  for  the  last  eight  years,  canre 
here  about  sixteen  years  ago. 

In  1847-48  and  1852,  Anthon\'  Wea\er,  Jo- 
seph Heidelman,  the  Cobley  family,  John  Kla- 
berger,  George  Shutz,  George,  Andrew  and 
Sebastian  Schipel,  John  Wershon,  George 
Nabel,  John  and  Martin  Dumminger,  Joseph 
Dreps,  Wolfgang,  Jacob  and  Michael  Kazmire, 
Geo.  Teinliin,  F.  Steinhm,  Matthias  Klephart. 
Frederick  Getz,  Peter  Bower,  and  a few  other 
natives  of  Germany  selected  the  rich  land  east  i'll 
Roachton  for  their  homes.  In  1848.  Anthony 
Weaver  deeded  t(i  the  Rt.  Rev.  .Amadeus  Rai'pe 
sixtv  acres  of  land  for  Church  [purposes,  .ind 
shortly  after  a small  frame  building  w;is  erected. 

The  Church  of  Our  Mother  of  Sorroios.  ne.ir 
Roachton.  h;ul  its  otigin  in  the  s.;ttl-.  inent  re- 
ferred to  above.  The  little  building,  erected  m 
1851  or  1852,  was  burned  in  rSoo.  In  iSo.s, 
forty  acres  of  Weaver’s  grant  were  sold,  and  the 
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proceeds  expended  in  building  the  present  church 
in  1 868.  In  early  years  the  mission  \s  as  attended 
by  the  resident  priest  of  Maumee,  but.  since  the 
establishment  of  Perrysburg  as  a separate  parish, 
Roachton  has  been  attached  to  it. 

Fort  Meigs  Siili-Associatiou,  Xo.  P.  O. 

I.  of  N.  A.,  was  organized  at  the  Loesch  school 
house  May  12,  1 890,  with  B.  F.  Pratt,  Sr., 
president;  Joseph  Schipel,  vice-president:  John 
Schwind,  secretary;  Frederick  Schaller,  treasurer; 
Geo.  Schwind,  sentinel;  and  B.  F.  Pratt,  Jr. , 
guide.  They,  with  the  following  named,  were 
the  first  members;  G.  A.  and  Frank  Schipel, 
Adam  ( fr.),  Ernest,  john  and  Denis  Hoffman,  F. 
B. , August  and  Simon  Schaller,  Thomas,  James 
and  John  Warren , John  and  Anna  Mosier,  George 
Mahler,  John  H.  Schrnidtt,  Herman  Barz,  Flenr’y 
Edwards,  Wm.  Slater,  Jerome  Rutapaugh,  and 
F'.  F.  and  John  Loesch.  John  Schwind,  Joseph 
Schipel  and  F.  F.  Loesch  have  follo'ved  the 
first  president,  while  B.  F.  Pratt,  Jr.,  G.  A. 
Schipel,  Sam.  Schaller  and  J.  J.  Kleeberger 
have  followed  the  first  secretary.  The  associa- 
tion is  now  presided  over  by  John  Schwind,  with 
G.  A.  Schipel,  secretary.  There  were  fourteen 
active  members  in  July,  1895. 


DOWLING. 

The  village  of  Dowling,  on  the  line  between 
the  townships  of  Perrysburg  and  Middleton,  is 
said  to  carry  on  its  religious  enterprises  on  the 
Middleton  side. 

The  Methodist  Episeopal  Church  w'as  organ- 
ized, in  1861,  by  Enos  Bellville.  A class  book 
found  at  Stony  Ridge,  dated  1 867-68,  calls  it  the 
‘ ‘ Bellville  Ridge  Church,”  and  credits  it  with 
the  following  named  members : Elijah  Hopper 

and  family,  Reuben  Egbert,  Henry  Shoemaker, 
Alexander  Beard,  V.  E.  McCreary,  Perry  Beard, 
Erastus  Lynarn,  Rebecca  Bellville,  Susan  John- 
son and  Martha  J.  Clague.  James  M.  Brown, 
the  recording  steward,  writing  under  date  June 
22,  1895,  states  that  Rev.  Jason  Wilcox  was 
pastor  in  i86r,  aiid  Elijah  Hopper  was  the  sec- 
ond recoiding  steward.  The  class  used  the  old 
school  house  until  1888,  when  the  thirteen  mem- 
bers then  enrolled  built  a house  for  worship. 
The  present  pastor.  Rev.  C.  M.  Myers,  reports 
seventy  members,  including  the  following  named 
officers ; William  Roller,  D.  M.  Shoemaker, 
D.  J.  Shoemaker,  J.  A.  Hite  and  J.  M.  P>rown, 
trustees;  Mary  Shoemaker,  steward:  D.  M.  Shoe- 
maker, chorister;  and  Mary  Roller,  organist. 

The  F.Vinigelical  Lutheran  Christ  Church 


was  organized  and  incorporated  October  18,  1S90, 
with  Flenry  Lendemeicr,  Thomas  Lehmann,  Erui! 
Christen,  John  Janssen,  John  A.  Dauer  and  W. 
M.  Brinker  and  their  families,  members.  The 
pastors  have  been  Revs.  Ffugene  Schmidt  and 
Paul  Hensge;  C.  Lernbke  is  the  present  pastor. 
The  first  clerk  was  P.  R.  Van  Ewegen,  and  the- 
present  clerk  is  J.  x\.  Dauer.  There  are  thirty- 
five  voting  members,  who  own  the  church  build- 
ing on  the  east  side  of  Dowling. 

The  United  Brethren  Church  was  organized 
by  Rev.  D.  O.  Tussing,  in  1 887,  and  a house  of 
worship  erected  in  1888  at  a cost  of  $1,500. 
The  original  members  were  Ctmthia,  W.  W. . 
Fdmrna,-  George  and  Persilla  Shoemaker;  Alexan- 
der, Mary,  Euritta  and  Anna  Beard;  Mary  Jame- 
son, Milton  and  Delia  Egbert,  and  L.  Parker. 
The  pastors  have  been  Revs.  W.  W.  McCurd}'. 
Wells,  L.  Sharp.  C.  B.  Fletcher,  T.  J.  Fvngie 
and  J.  W.  Hicks;  and  the  clerks,  W.  W.  Shoe- 
maker and  A„!ex.  Beard.  The  uiembeish'p,  <ju 
June  I 2,  1 895,  was  seventy. 


SUGAR  RIDGE. 

Sugar  Ridge  was  surveyed  for  F'rank  and 
Sarah  Meeker,  in  1882,  bvF'erd  Wenz.  The  vil- 
lage is  in  Center  and  Middleton  townships;  but  the 
limekilns,  school,  church  and  principal  business 
houses  and  dwellings  are  north  of  the  township 
line.  The  Sugar  Ridge  Stone  and  Lime  Com- 
pany’s works  emplo}’ed,  in  July,  1893,  twenty- 
five  men,  while  the  capacity  is  400  baiiels  a day 
The  works  were  established  in  1S89  by  F'rederick 
Van  Fleet  and  J W.  Urschell.  The  Snowflake 
Lime  Co.  have  a branch  of  their  works  at  Sugar 
Ridge,  where  thirteen  men  are  emplo_\  ed.  F'rom 
1891  to  December,  1893,  Worst.  Wierman  and 
Meeker  owned  it. 

Sugar  Ridge  post  office  was  established  in 
1S83,  with  Gilbert  S.  Meeker,  master.  Jacob 
Wierman  succeeded,  m 1890,  t'Av  G.  S.  Meeker 
resigned,  who  was  again  appointed  in  1893.  The 
business  of  the  office  is  rated  at  about  $200  au- 
nuallv. 

The  first  store  was  built  in  1883,  by  G.  S. 
Meeker  ; Samuel  Cooley  built  a store  room  the 
next  year  ; Jacob  See  and  John  Stac_\’  erected  a 
building  for  saloon  purposes  the  saine  year  ; then 
Cooley  erected  a second  building  for  saloon  pur- 
poses ; Cleugh  A'  \'an  Buskirk  jnit  up  a saloon 
building,  in  1887,  on  the  Center  township  sii.le  ; 
D.  T.  Richardson  built  a fourth  saloon,  close  bv. 
the  same  year  : while  the  “ Last  Chance  ” saloon 
was  built  tor  Gei'rge  Cleugh  in  1888.  F'ire  de- 
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,,(royed  the  Van  Buskirk  concern  in  18S7,  the  1 
Kiciiardeon  building  in  iSqi,  and  the  “Last 
Ciiaiice  ’’in  1 888. 

Sugar  Ridge  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  some  years,  ago,  with  Mrs.  Kate 
Meeker,  Eliza  Johnson  and  a few  others.  The 
Tjresent  church  v\'as  erected  in  1893.  The  pres- 
ent society  came  into  existence  in  June  of  that  ; 
\cai,  when  Rev.  W.  N.  Spencer  organized  it. 
}<ertis  Urschel  w'as  appointed  class-leader  in  1894,  * 
ami  he  with  J.  W.  and  Helen  Lrschei,  Eliza 
Johnson,  Gilbert  S.  Meeker,  Catherine  and  Myrta 
.Meeker,  James  and  Della  May,  Lucy  Crane  and  t 
i-,abell  Patterson  were  members.  In  October,  | 
*893,  \V.  S.  Brackney  became  pastor,  and  in  Oc-  ■ 
tober,  1894,  Rev.  C.  M.  Myers  was  appointed. 
The  church  building  was  practicall}’  completed,  I 
in  1893,  at  a cost  of  eleven  hundred  dollars.  The  | 
number  of  members  enrolled  in  July,  1895,  hr- 
chiding  probationers,  was  forty-hve.  The  trustees  ! 
arc  J.  W.  Urschel,  James  May  and  F.  W.  Van- 
Fleet. 


HASKINS. 

The  settlement  of  Haskins  is  so  closely  allied  ‘ 
with  that  of  Hull  Prairie  it  is  sometimes  difficult  ' 
to  distinguish  between  their  claims  to  institu-  | 
lions,  incidents  and  old  settlers.  When  the  ’ 
town  was  surveyed  by  D.  D.  Ames  for  W'illiam  ' 
King,  July  23,  1862 — a few  years  after  the  rail-  ; 
road  was  completed — it  was  the  idea  of  the  j 
owner  to  make  it  the  shipping  point  and  post-  1 
office  village  of  a growing  agricultural  district  as 
well  as  the  Mecca  of  church-goers  for  miles 
around.  The  Baptist  and  Methodist  Societies 
were  already  organized,  and  commercial  begin- 
nings made,  so  that  by  the  close  of  1863  the  vil- 
lage was  a well-known  point  on  the  Bowling 
Green  and  Watefville  road,  eclipsing  the  older 
hamlet  of  Hull  Prairie.  In  1870  there  were  243 
inhabitants  credited  to  Haskins,  while  in  1880 
the  enumerators  found  381  persons  within  the 
village  boundaries.  Since  that  time  the  famous 
Sucker-rod  oil  field  has  been  opened  and  the  . 
population  of  the  village  is  subject  to  the  fortunes  ' 
of  that  narrow  field.  In  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1S95  there  were  but  few  busier  spots  in  oildorn 
than  in  and  around  this  village.  .\iany  agreeable  ! 
'■nrprises  and  many  heavy  disappointments  were  : 
'hroriicled.  The  village  benefited  largely  from 
the  activity  of  the  oil  operators,  imports  and  ex- 
ports grew  in  volume,  trade  was  [irosperous,  the 
population  increased,  and  in  every  way  the  year  ' 
V. as  a g(nden  one  in  its  history. 

Post  Office.  — Prior  to  1S62  or  1863  Hull  ' 


Prairie  was  the  postal  village  for  this  part  of  the 
county.  About  the  time  the  \ ullage  was  surveved 
a petition  for  an  office  was  presented  at  'A'ashing- 
ton,  and  in  response  thereto  William  King  was 
commissioned  postmaster.  He  was  succeeded 
by  J.  M.  Cunning  and  he  by  P.  J.  Feagles,  who 
filled  the  office  for  twenty  years,  or  five  terms. 
William  Cobley  was  appointed  in  1885. 
served  until  1889,  when  Fred  Peinert  was  ap- 
pointed. On  July  29,  1893,  Charles  S.  Wood- 
ford was  comnuissioi'.ed. 

Incorporation  of  the  l^illagc. — The  village 
was  incorporated  January  i,  1869,  the  petition- 
ers being  Jonathan  Ames,  D.  D.  Ames,  Howard 
Piper,  Thurstin  Tibbets,  William  Bear,  Philip 
Meyer,  George  Miller,  Ua\id  P.  Knapp,  H.  C. 
Worie3%  George  Pitcher,  R.  H.  Alexander,  M. 
G.  Wetrnore,  G.  J.  Pitcher,  A.  Knapp,  Cjeorge 
F.  Sherwood,  J.  M.  Cunning,  and  others.  The 
mayors  and  councilmen,  elected  from  April  [.2. 
1809,  to  April,  1879,  are  nan.ed  as  follows; 

1869-  -Hezekiah  N.  Rush;  .V.  \'.  Perry,  S.  F.  Rrhlites,  P.  |. 

t eagles,  J.  S.  Po[ie,  Jacob  Davis,  D.  D.  Arnes. 

1870 -  Hezekiah  N.  Rush;  D.  R.  Getlney,  George  Pitcher.  G 
C.  Miller,  H.  Halbert,  P.  G.  Garrett,  D.  D.  ,\.uies. 

1871- 7‘2 — Hezekiah  N.  Rush;  George  Pitcher,  A.  S.  Rush, 

Joel  Repass,  \V.  Chandler. 

IST.'j — ,<\.  \'.  Perry;  George  W’.  Yount,  J.  .A.  Wilson,  D.  U. 

Ames,  Ehvood  Garrett,  H.  Halbert,  P.  G,  Garrett. 

18*4  —J.  A.  \\atts;  J.  R.  Ihomas,  |olin  \\  ice,  icjlm  .SUiLi**n 
( died  in  ISTfi  ). 

187.7-  T .A.  Watts;  G.  Chase,  L.  P.  Chase,  lacob  P.  Shide, 
George  Pitcher,  C.  Parker,  iu'w  Slauson. 

1876 —  J.  H.  Wice;  G.  Chase,  L.  P.  Chase,  lacob  P.  Shide, 
George  Pitcher,  C.  Parker.  John  Pope. 

1877 —  J.  H.  \\  ice;  G.  Chase,  I..  P.  Chase,  \\  iili.ara  Garrett. 
George  Pitcher.  C.  P.irker,  lohn  Pope. 

1873— J.  H.'Wice;  G.  Chase,  L.  P.  Chase,  William  Garrett, 
George  Pitcher,  .S.  F.  Rndges.  1.  Casler. 

1879 — G.  A.  Repass;  G.  Chase.  F.  Zimmerman,  i.  .A.  Waits. 
G.  Pitcher,  S.  F.  Cridges,  L.  .A.  Baughman 

The  record-books  of  the  corporation  since 
1880,  in  possession  of  the  village  clerk,  are  said 
to  be  well  kept,  and  to  them  the  reader  is  referred 
for  the  names  of  citizetis  who  have  ser\ ed  as 
councilmen.  The  clerks  and  treasurers  of  the 
village,  during  the  first  decade  of  its  existence, 
held  sinecures.  The  officers  in  1895  'vere  \\'.  F. 
Cobley,  mayor;  A.  M.  Wickham,  clerk;  William 
Cobley,  treasurer;  E.  J..  Jones,  Thomas  Voimt. 
A.  F.  Chase,  Jacob  Casler,  George  Hoagland  and 
C.  Osterhout,  councilmen;  W.  H.  North,  mar- 
shal; and  J.  L.  WTlson,  street  commissioner 
The  clerks  were  A.  \’.  Ferry,  1869;  S.  E.  Mttna- 
han,  1871;  L.  F.  Tribble.  1873;  Batighman, 
1874  (election  invalid);  L.  P.  Tribble,  1874;  L. 

Baughman.  1875;  I.  P.  I'isk.  1877;  and  L.  F. 
Tribble.  1879.  T tie  office  of  treasurer,  for  tliat 
period,  was  filled  by  S.  1'.  Bridges,  i8f)9;  James 
Johnston,  1S73;  S.  F'.  Bridges,  1 874  i elecli*ui 
invalid);  and  C.  Osterhout,  elected  in  1874. 
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The  members  of  the  school  board  elected  in  1895 
were;  A.  F.  Chase,  E.  L.  Jones  and  Jacob  Casler.  ! 

In  January,  1870,  the  Good  Templars  peti- 
tioned the  council  to  close  saloons  and  tipplin" 
houses.  In  December.  1875,  the  order  to  build 
a calaboose,  i6.';  24  feet,  was  issued.  In  March,  ; 
1876,  it  was  completed.  In  1 876,  sidewalks  were 
constructed  by  older  of  the' council.  Beyond  the 
lighting  of  the  village,  keeping  sidewalks  in  re- 
pair, and  adopting  ordinances  for  government, 
the  council  has  not  gone.  I 

No  less  than  seventy  female  \'otes  were  cast 
in  April,  1895,  for  school  directors.  ' 

Churrhrs. — The  Baptists  may  be  said  to  be  1 
the  first  of  the  denominations  to  establish  them-  j 
selves  at  this  point.  On  February  8,  1862,  che 
society  was  organized  as  a branch  of  the  Perrys-  j 
burg  Society.  In  the  winter  of  1863-64  Elder 

G.  D.  Ovitt  received  si.\  members.  In  the  win- 
ter of  1066  Elder  A.  Brown  and  G.  N.  Thornton 
labored  here,  and  on  May  12,  1866,  the  Perrys- 
burg  Society  disbanded,  and  on  that  day  “ Has- 
kins Church  " was  adopted  as  a name.  It  was.  ‘ 
subsequently  called  “Middleton  Church."  G.  N. 
Thornton  was  chosen  clerk,  and  A.  Brown,  pas- 
tor. The  society  signed  articles  of  incorporation  | 
September  6,  1873,  and  elected  Ellwood  Garrett, 
Henry  Bernthisel,  Henry  Parker,  Rezin  Jewell 
and  W.  Atkinson,  trustees,  and  Amos  Twining, 
clerk.  On  July  3,  1875,  a building.  30.x  55.  with  : 
basement,  was  authorized.  The  house  was  com  - 
pleted in  Februar}',  1876,  and  in  May  congratu- 
lations were  conveyed  to  the  Maumee  Baptist 
Association,  wherein  Rev.  G.  N.  Thornton  is 
praised  for  his  attention  to  the  building  and  in-  ' 
terests  of  the  society.  Rev.  S.  L.  Gray  was  or- 
dained in  1882  ; Elder  N.  Clouse  was  here  in  1884; 
C.  A.  McManus,  in  1887;  J.  H.  Palmer,  in  1889: 
and  in  March,  1890,  Rev.  H.  D.  Osborne,  the  1 
present  pastor,  occupied  the  pulpit.  The  clerks  I 
have  been;  AmosTwining,  who  succeeded  G.  N. 
Thornton;  Elam  Norris,  in  1874  (when  steps  to  [ 
build  a church  were  taken);  R.  Jewell,  1878;  J. 

H.  Le  Gaily,  1 880,  succeeded  by  A.  R.  Perry  the 

same  year;  \V.  H.  Garrett,  1882;  \\hlliam  Armit- 
age,  1888;  M.  X’anaken,  1889;  E.  Piper,  1891;  ; 
Sarah  Roadarmel,  1892;  Carrie  Thomas.  1892; 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Bernthisel,  1893;  and  .Miss  Carrie  ; 
Thomas,  elected  in  1895.  There  are  131 
members.  j 

German  Reformed  Emanuel  Congregation  was 
organized  December  11,  1867,  with  .\nthony 

Opperrnan,  Jacob  Dauer  and  Philip  Meyer,  ^ 
trustees;  and  Eli  Keller,  clerk.  I-'red  Brand,  i 
cne  of  the  county  commissioners,  is  a trustee  of  I 


this  Church,  which  to-day  is  one  of  the  leading 
societies  of  the  denomination  in  the  county. 

The  b'irst  Presbyterian  Church,  as  organized 
|u!y  25,  1869,  elected  Samuel  I'.  Bridges,  W. 
Chandler,  John  Fox,  William  King  and  John 
Hoagland,  trustees.  On  January  14,  1872,  the 
church  building  was  dedicated.  The  three  first 
named,  with  Mrs.  Emma  Fox,  Mrs.  Chandler. 
Sarah  Hoagland,  Roxanna  Perry  and  Luev 
Chandler,  were  the  constituent  members,  and 
Rev.  Perry  C.  Baldwin,  the  pastor.  The  latter’s 
successors' were  Revs.  J.  E.  \’ance,  S.  D.  Ta^/lor, 
A.  J.  Hadley,  N.  C.  Helfrich,  H.  G.  Denison,  and 
Thomas  J.  Dague,  tlie  present  pastor.  Messrs. 
Bridges,  Chamberlain  and  P'ox,  with  John  Taylor. 
Sr.,  and  F.  E.  Meagley,  are  the  elders  of  this 
Sinall  Church. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1S62  by  Rev.  Thomas  N.  BarkduH.  W'hen 
Mr.  Poucher  had  charge  of  the  Bowling  Green 
circuit,  the  building  of  a house  of  worship  was 
commenced,  but  it  was  not  completed  until  1872. 
At  that  time.  Sidney  W’arren  was  leader  of  the 
class,  with  David  L.  Knapp,  George  C.,  Eliza- 
beth, Sarah,  George  G.  and  I.ucinda  Miller, 
James  V,’.  and  Malinda  Bo}d,  Eliza  Treadwell, 
Caroline  Seger,  Sarah  Knapp  and  Marv  Hoobler, 
members. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  was  organized 
by  Rev.  C.  F.  Kaeding,  in  1868,  and  named  St. 
Paul’s.  Two  years  prior  to  that  date,  he  organ- 
ized a class  at  Custar,  and  worked  earnestly  in 
the  interest  of  Lutherism 

Fires. — The  village  escaped  serious  loss  from 
fire  down  to  September  25,  1S95,  'vhen  a blaze 
started  in  the  Burleigh  cottage,  spread  to  Dr. 
Greenfield's  office,  thence  to  P.  G.  Garrett's 
dwelling,  and  westward  to  the  meat-market,  and 
blacksmith  and  wagon  shops,  which  were  de- 
stroyed. The  bucket  brigade,  the  only  fire  de- 
partment of  the  town,  could  not  prevent  the 
progress  of  the  fire. 

Scent  Societies. — Roche  de  Bceuf  Lodge, 

I.  O.  O.  P'.,  or  as  it  is  written  on  the  charter. 
“ Rush-ta-boo  , " No.  530,  was  chartered  May 
16.  and  instituted  November  7,  1872,  with  John 
W.  0\itt,  F.  Zimmerman,  M.  G.  Wetmore, 

J.  Ovitt,  A.  f.  Ofine  and  George  Downs, 
members.  The  office  of  noble  grand  has  been 
filled  by  the  following  n.amed  members; 

Ovitt,  1872;  1'.  Zimmerman,  1873;  J.  Orme 
and  M.  G.  Wetmore,  1874;  Thomas  Yount  and 
Thomas  Johnson  h 187;;  L.  .\.  Baughman  ,uid 
Jacob  Dauster'-',  1876,  J.  H.  \\*ice  ' and  James 
Johnston'h  1877;  H.  O.  Nearing  and  J.  Casler  , 
1878;  1).  C.  Bemis'-"  and  J.  A.  Wilson-,  1879; 
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(turdon  Pitcher-\  1880;  Thomas  Spiers  and  j 
j M.  L)aniels''h  i88i;  A.  A.  Cobley"-'  and  J.  F.  j 
kobertson''%  18S2;  J.  M.  Decker-'  and  E.  L. 
[ones’h  1883;  L.  P.  Tribble'''  and  A,  M.  Wick- 
h.iiir'h  18S4;  E.  L,  Jones'-',  18S5  to  1888:  A.  M.  , 
Wickb.arn'h  1885  and  1886;  D.  C.  Bernis'-^,  1886;  : 
W.  Frank'-h  1887;  G.  A.  Fisher'-^,  1888;  P.  J. 
I'eap'les  and  E.  C.  Thorntori'^h  i8S9;A.  J.  Oviti^-' 
.-•nd  \V.  Cobley'"' (4j,  1S90;  \V.  \V.  ISeruthise!  and 
O.  Robinson'^h  [S91;  Robert  Dawson  and  ^ 
M.  K.  Manle}',  1892;  N.  A.  'vlcCombs'--'  and 
(‘harles  S.  Woodford-' (2),  1893:  \\'.  R.  Cole  and 
Jolin  Ollige,  1894;  Joseph  Wilson,  1895.  The 
first  secretary  was  A,  J.  Ornie,  followed,  in  1873, 

!)V  S.  E.  Manahan,  and  he,  in  1874,  by  J.  B. 
(iibbs,  G.  Ewing,  L.  Carpenter,  Homer  Daniels, 
W.  Frank,  A.  C.  Wickham,  J.  X.  Easworthy, 
|ohn  Bash,  E.  M.  Lathem,  Harvey  Twining  and 
W.  H.  Twining,  elected  in  January,  1895,  blled 
the  position  of  secretary,  but  not  that  of  noble  , 
grand,  while  the  t'aenty-four  otiier  incumbents, 
who  were  promoted  to  the  grand's  chair,  are  , 
denoted  above  by  the  star  after  their  names. 
There  were  fifty-eight  members  (of  the  144  ini-  i 
tinted  j in  May,  1895.  i 

Columbia  Lodge,  Xo.  387,  Daughters  of  Re-  ; 
bekah,  was  chartered  August  6,  1 893,  with  the  1 
following  named  members:  William  Coble}', 

IC.  C.  Thornton,  |.  O.  Robinson,  Jacob  Casltr, 

•\.  J.  Ovitt,  H.  P.  and  W.  W.  Bernthisel,  A.  M.  . 
W ickham,  C.  M.  Keeler.  M.  K.  Manley,  Gurdon  1 
Pitcher,  P.  G.  Garrett,  Frank  Cobley,  Missoria  1 
Robinson,  Mary  Casler,  Sophia  Ovitt,  Mrs.  1 
H.  P.  Barnthisei,  Mrs.  M.  K.  Manley,  Electa  A. 
I’itcher,  Mary  A.  Yount,  Katie  Garrett,  Jennie  ' 
Woodford,  Anna  Smith  and  Anna  Keeler. 

Harry  Carter  Post,  Xo.  56,  G.  A.  R.,  was 
chartered  April  16,  1881,  and  named  in  honor  of 
Harry  Carter,  who  volunteered  in  the  first  Wood 
county  company,  served  \vith  the  21st  O.  \h  I.,  i 
and  afterward  in  the  67th  O.  V.  L until  his  death. 

1 he  original  members  of  this  command  are  named, 
as  follows:  Wilber  A.  Williams,  W.  T.  Barr, 

I)avid  Bash,  Shepard  Bemis,  John  Current,  James 
f arter,  Clark  Cummings,  James  M.  Cunning, 
Bewis  Downs,  Perkins  G.  Garrett,  Moses  S. 
Graves,  Ephraim  Johnson,  Alonzo  Keeler,  Clark 
M.  Keeler,  Mahlon  K.  Manley,  William  H.  Xorth, 
Robert  Pargellis,  Andrew  Pargeliis,  Xapoleon  B. 
Riotuer,  Gurdon  Pitcher,  Girard  A.  Repass, 
Reuben  Stevens,  George  C.  Stevenson,  \’alentine 
Scliwind,  F.  Joseph  Shepard,  Amos  Twining, 
Robert  Wall  ace,  NIcDowell  Wilson  and  Lyman 
' ■ Wilson.  The  coriimanders,  since  1881,  are 
’>arned  as  follows:  W.  A.  Williams,  1881;  J. 

•’^h  Cunning.  1882;  G.  C.  Stevenson,  1883;  \V.  , 


A.  Williams,  1884;  L.  C.  Whlson,  1885;  Alonzo 
Keeler,  1886;  X.  S.  Jones,  1887;  G.  I.  Cooper, 
i888;  Gurdon  Pitcher,  1889,  and  ! 89 1 - 92 ; .Arnos 
Twining,  1890;  Robert  Wallace.  1892:  Jacob 
Casler,  1893;  J.  O.  Robmson,  1894;  and  Clark 
Cummings,  1895.  The  adjutants  in  order  of  ap- 
pointment, are  named  as  follows:  Af.  K.  Man- 

ley,  i8Si;  G.  A.  R'^'pass,  1882:  J.  M.  (Amning, 
1883;  -A.  Twining,  1884;  G.  C.  Stevenson,  188;: 
McDowell  Wilson,  ! 886-87:  J.  M.  Cunning, 

1888;  Alonzo  Keeler,  1889;  fl.  B.  Apger,  1890: 
J.  O.  Robinson,  iS9i;AV.  H.  Garrett,  1892-96. 
The  number  of  members  in  AJay,  1895, 
eighteen  of  the  eighty-two  mustered  in  since  the 
Post  was  established.  David  Bash  died  in  1883, 
and  William  Wickham  in  1S89.  The  Waterville 
and  the  Dunbridge  Posts  are  detachments  from 
this  organization. 

Harry  Carter  Relief  Corps  was  chartered 
November  20,  1889,  with  twenty-seven  ladies,  of 
whom  Electa  Pitcher  was  chosen  president. 

Wickham  Camp,  Xo.  i88.  Sons  of  ATterans, 
was  chartered  June  4,  1887,  with  fifteen  charter 
members. 

Wickham  Canifn  Xo.  188,  Ladies'  Aid,  was 
chartered  August  10,  1891,  with  seventeen  ladies. 
This  organization  is  in  active  work. 

The  Tent  of  the  Order  of  Alaccabees  is  a 
recent  organization,  being  Xo.  149  in  the  order 
of  charters.  It  was  instituted  with  twent}  -t'.vo 
members,  of  whom  X.  A.  AlcCombs  was  elected 
first  commander.  William  Cobley  was  elected 
in  1895.  F.  W.  Peinert,  the  first  record-keeper, 
was  succeeded  by  Thomas  F.  Enright,  in  1893. 

E.xcelsior  Hive,  Xo.  123,  L.  O.  T.  AF.  was 
organized  in  February,  1893,  with  Am}'  Cum- 
mings, Jennie  Woodford,  Carrie  Bridges,  Susie 
Rupp,  Alay  Daniels,  Alartha  Enright,  Nettie 
Decker,  Emma  Tibbits,  Alina  Pemert,  Alice  Deck- 
er. Emma  Ousterhout,  Frank  Cobley,  .\rtemesia 
Bemis,  \hrginia  Greenfield  and  Clara  Bowers. 
Airs.  Greenfield  was  past  commander;  Airs.  Cum- 
mings and  Airs.  Woodford,  the  commander  and 
lieutenant-commander,  and  Airs.  Rupp,  record- 
keeper.  The  hive,  not  having  the  twentv-five 
members,  has  not  yet  received  a charter. 

CONCLUSION'. 

The  townsliip  is  one  of  the  richest  agricultnnd 
districts  of  the  couniy,  and  its  inhabitants  are 
among  the  most  progressi\e  agriculturists  in 
Ohio.  The  development  of  the  oil  field  w:is  con- 
ceived in  1861,  after  the  Ballou  well,  at  Turkev 
Foot,  was  drilled  one  tlunisaiul  feet  to  rock. 
The  Waterxille  well  was  drilled  1,123  fe'et.  and 
forty  feet  deeper  into  the  Trenton,  in  1889.  It 
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was  then  that  the  Sucker-rod  belt  was  explored,  : tors  in  addition  to  lier  first-class  farmers.  Most 
and  shortly  after  developed.  The  field  has  added  | of  the  northern  part  of  Middleton  lies  within  the 
largely  to  the  wealth  of  the  township  and  county,  | U.  S.  Reserve  of  twelve  miles  square,  ceded  to 
and  has  given  to  Middleton  first-class  oil  opera-  ! the  United  States  at  Wayne's  Treaty,  1795. 


CHAPTEP^  XXXVII. 


MILTON  TOWNSHIP. 

Comparative  Statistics — Popueatiox — First  Etectioxs-— Township  Oh-icials — Pioneer  L.\yi> 
Buyers — A Re.mixiscexce — Pioneer  Architecture — Hunu'ers — IMen  of  1839 — Xamk> 
AND  Incidents — First  White  Child — Schools;  Milton  Center — Custar — Officials — 
Schools-— Churches  Societies,  Etc. 


HIS  division  of  the  county  was  almost  a 
Orra  incognita  a half  century  ago.  In 
1850,  there  were  only  244  inhabitants,  or 
less  than  seven  to  the  square  mile,  while 
in  1890  there  were  2,287  inhabitants,  or  63.5 
persons  to  the  square  mile.  In  i860,  the  popu- 
lation was  675;  by  1870,  it  increased  to  1,464. 
and  by  1880.  to  2,181.  The  lumberman  and 
stave  manufacturer  stripped  the  rich  land  of  its 
forest  covering.  After  the  close  of  the  Civil  war 
settlers  w'ere  attracted;  then  the  drainage  system 
was  extended,  and  a township,  which  for  over 
thirty  years  was  the  home  of  a few  pioneers  and 
their  children,  became  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  populous  districts  of  Wood  county.  The 
surveys  of  Milton  were  made  in  1819  and  1821, 
as  shown  in  the  chapter  on  “ Land  Titles.” 

First  Elections. — Milton  township  was  es- 
tablished June  I I,  1835,  embraced  Tps.  3 and  4, 
in  R.  9,  the  voters  of  which  were  to  assemble  at 
Morrison  McMillan’s  house  on  the  second  Sat- 
urday in  July,  of  that  year.  At  the  first  meeting 
there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of  voters  pres- 
ent to  hold  a legal  election,  and  among  the  num- 
ber borrowed  from  the  parent,  Weston  town- 
ship, were  Samuel  Dull  and  Joseph  Ward,  who 
received  seventy-five  cents  each  for  their  vote. 
There  were  two  others  brought  in,  making  four 
imported  voters,  v\ho  represented  four  sick  and 
absent  ones.  At  the  State  election,  held  in 
October,  1836,  there  were  only  six  votes  cast  for 
Joseph  Vance,  and  seven  foi  P2!i  Baldw'in,  can- 
didates for  governor.  The  names  of  the  thirteen 
voters  are:  Morrison  and  Daniel  McMillan,  Alvin 
Clark,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  John  Barton,  Samncl 
Clark,  Abraham  and  Jonathan  Crom,  James  and 
Andrew  Hutcliinson,  Thomas  Taylor  and  William 


' Hill.  The  justices  of  the  peace  of  Weston  to'vn- 
ship  appear  to  ha.ve  administeicd  justice  !ii 
Milton,  until  her  own  justices-elect  qualified  in 
I ‘^37- 

township  officials. 

Justices. — The  justices  of  the  peace,  elected 
; since  1837,  were  Daniel  Barton  and  Morrison 
i McMillan,  who  qualified  in  February,  1837.  re- 
appointed in  1839;  Alex.  Morehead,  1841; 
Morrison  McMillan,  i S42  ; Isaac  \'an  Tassel.  1S47 
to  1859;  Rudd  McMillan,  1850:  Ezra  Morgan. 
1854;  Morris  Brown,  1856  and  1859  did  not 
' qualify  in  1859);  George  W.  Hill,  1862,  1865. 
1874;  Daniel  Barton,  1862  to  1868:  F.  C,  Taft. 
1868,  1871;  B.  E.  Sheldon,  1871;  J.  B.  Hill, 
1874;  O.  H.  Jones.  1877,  1880;  Peter  Lanej. . 
1877,  1880,  1 886;  George  W.  Downs,  1SS3,  1SS6; 
C.  M.  Walling,  1889,  1892,  1895;  Orson  H. 
j Jones,  for  the  same  terms,  and  H.  Mannhardt, 
1896.  The  dates  given  are  those  of  election. 

Trustees. — The  records  of  this  townshij)  are 
in  a condition  similar,  in  man_\-  respects,  to  those 
of  Eiberty,  Portage,  Jackson  and  Henry.  Little 
or  nothing  of  the  trustees'  journal  prior  to  1879 
i could  be  learned  ; but,  more  fortunate  in  the 
I county  auditor's  office,  the  searcher  was  enabled 
to  compile  a list  of  trustees  from  1S42  to  1878. 

1842  Kphr;iim  l.uwis,  William  Hill.  Jr.,  Thom.a.^  Ta\  lui-. 

, 1844— Alvin  C'lnrk,  Saiiuiel  llartun,  Thoma.'  Ta\  ’u>r. 
i 184.’> — Alvin  Clark,  I homas  Buck,  Thomas  I'avlor. 

1848  .Alvin  Chirk,  Thomas  Buck,  .Andrt-w  Hutchinson. 

18411  .Andrew  Hutchinson,  .Andrew  Morehouse,  rhi>n;  i' 
Buck, 

■ 18.V1  Daniel  Barton,  Thomas  T.iylor,  .\ndreu  Morehouse. 
18.V)  I-aUv.'rd,  Caniphell,  Sanuu-l  S.  Chirk.  Jos<‘ph  Kietter. 
IS')!I  .\.  L.  1 1 utc.l'.iiison.  Joseph  H<  nniiv.i.  W,  Kirk. 

18(i0  Jacoh  I hu  ts,  Io,-;e()h  Hi  nnme,  losepli  kieller. 

ISCd  — ( 'ii'orire  D.ioiie,  J.  B.  Kielfer,  the  third  not  n.uned. 

18(i‘2  fid  J.  C.  Simmons,  .M.  S,  H.irrod,  Cu-oriii  Daiiue. 
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i.st;4  ( reoige  France,  Josejih  Kieffer,  George  Dague. 

ISC')  H,  F.  Lewis,  Joseph  tvicft'er,  James  F.  Dubbs. 

[.'(■(Cl  H.  S.  Hunter,  Jcise[-h  Kieffer,  D.  L.  Campbell. 
l;-iC)7  IF  S.  Hunter,  Joseph  Kieffer,  S.  D.  Stt!arus. 

ISC18  H.  S.  Hunter,  J.  T.  Dean,  S.  D.  Stearns. 

— R.  H.  Ralston,  Josiah  Smith,  John  Mc.Master. 

1870  — R.  H-  Ralston,  S.  Starr, . 

isTl  R.  H.  Ralston,  James  F.  Dubbs,  F.  Baldwin. 

1S7-J-78-  R.  H.  Ralston,  \V.  O.  Keeler,  T.  Burson. 

1874  - R.  H.  Ralston,  Orlando  Ferrell,  Sam.  Starr. 

I,s7.')— R.  H.  Ralston,  H.  Hunter,  Daniel  I-arton. 

Is7()  R.  H.  Ralston,  H.  .\.  Hunter,  Henry  Baldwin. 

1877-78 — R.  H.  Ralston,  Anton  Long,  Enoch  Campbell. 

187h  -William  Kirk,  W.  F.  Mercer,  Samuel  Bear. 
ls'80  — Enoch  Campbell.  W.  F.  Mercer,  Joseph  Kieffer,  ,-\.  J. 
Rickard,  dec  Kieffer. 

1881  - Enoch  Campbell,  Fred.  Wismer,  A.  J.  Rickard. 

John  Berry,  Fred.  M'ismer,  .A..  J.  Rickard. 
lsS;{  -Enr)ch  Campbell,  Matthias  Schneider,  John  Lance. 

18S4  A.J.  Rickard,  William  Kirk,  Matthias  Schneitler. 

1885  Enoch  Campbell,  J.  C.  Lance,  William  Kirk. 

188(1— William  Bacome,  William  Kirk,  John  Wirtz. 

1887  -William  Bacome,  William  Kirk,  John  Wirtz;  Henry 
C.  Strow,  vice  Kirk,  deceased. 

1888 — Daniel  Barton,  William  Buck,  W.  O.  Keeler. 

18811— Lorenz  Weihl,  William  Buck,  D.  Barton. 

18110 — Josejih  Johann,  Daivel  Barton,  Loren,:  Weihl. 

In  180L  A.  J.  K.ckard,  Jr.,  was  electial,  in  ISH'd,  G.  W.  Brad-  | 
shaw;  in  180o,  Orlanclo  t'errell;  in  ISO-L  W.  W.  Sock-  | 
man;  in  1895,  G.  W.  Bradshaw,  W.  W.  Sockman  and 
O.  Ferrel;  in  189b,  (Orlando  Ferrell  was  elected. 

Clerks. — The  clerks  have  been;  Morris 
Brown,  1839-44;  Rudolph  McMillan,  1851;  H. 

C.  Strow,  1855;  N.  F.  Campbell,  1856;  G.  \V. 
Hill,  1S57;  H.  C.  Strow,  1S58;  G.  W.  Hill, 
1859;  J.  M.  Waggoner,  1861;  N.  L.  Besanson, 
1863;  1'.  Lewis,  18G4,  H.  C.  Strovv,  18G5;  ]o- 
seph  B.  Hill,  1866,  R.  W.  Pool,  1867;  L.'L. 
Delano,  1S68;  J.  M.  Waggoner,  1S70;  C.  M.  1 
Hathaway,  1872;  ].  B.  Hill,  1S73;  George  W.  ! 
Downs,  1874;  L.  S.  Baker,  1881;  George  W.  ' 
Downs,  18S2;  C.  M.  Walling,  1S84;  A.  C. 
Aubrey,  1886,  and  E.  A.  Ballmer,  1888,  while 
William  M.  Learning,  elected  in  1894,  \vas  re- 
elected in  1896. 

Treasurers . — This  office  has  been  filled  by 
the  following  named  citizens:  Sanmel  Barton, 

1841;  William  Hill,  1842;  Thomas  Taylor,  1S45; 
George  Rethinger,  1879;  John  Kistner,  1883;  E. 
W.  Schooley,  18S4;  W.  6.  Keeler,  1886;  T.  L. 
Hull,  1889;  L.  F.  Hull,  1893-96. 

Assessors. — The  incumbents  of  the  assessor's 
office  have  been;  David  Hill,  1842;  William 
Alberti,  1844:  Thomas  Ta\lor,  1847-31;  Jacob 
I'lickinger,  1851;  ,A.  L.  Hutchinson,  1852  to 
■859;  , To  records  or  documents  1859  to  1879); 
G.  S.  Baker,  1880;  C.  M.  Hathaway,  1881; 

'.lliam  Buck,  1882;  Jacob  R.  Huff,  1883;  C. 
W Hathaway,  1884;  Daniel  Barton,  18S3;  John 
Gribben,  1888;  L.  .-\.  Lathrop,  1889;  G.  W. 
Downs,  1891;  Emory  Burson,  1892;  and  G.  \\\ 
Kichmond,  1894,  aith  Joseph  Metzger,  elected 
tn  1895. 

Ill  July,  1892,  bids  were  asked  for  the  erec- 
21 


tion  of  a town  hall  and  the  contract  awarded  to 
B.  B.  Richardson  for  brick  and  stone  work  for 
$934,  and  the  contract  for  carpenter  work  to  P. 
W.  Rickard.  The  town  hall  stands  in  the  Park 
at  Milton  Center,  south  of  the  council  or  \ nlage 
building. 

Pioneers.  — The  pioneer  land  buyers  and  pio- 
neers of  T.  4,  R.  9,  include  ail  the  families  cred- 
ited to  the  township  in  1839.  The  fi.r.st  pur- 
chasers of  United  St.ates  lands  were: 
j Thomas  Ta%  lot,  F.  X.  \V.  and  X.  \\'.  X.  E.  .S.  2,  .-\|)nl  itl,  '.'ft. 

■ John  Clark,  S.  of  X.  I'..  S.  of  S.  E.  and  X'.  E.  of  X.  F.  S.  2, 
Xov.  4,  1884. 

Keeler  X Holli.ster,  ,S.  W.  n .S,  2,  Se[;t.  28,  1835. 

Ah'in  Clark,  X.  S.  K.  '+  S.  2.  July  19  1,-Mfi. 

! Moses  Moore,  X.  pt.  X.  FI.  S 3,  Xo\'.  4.  1835. 

.\nilrew  Morehouse,  S.  \V.  S.  E.  ,S.  3,  Dec.  19,  1839. 

T.  R.  Culver,  \V.  X.  \V.  ,S.  12,  (Jet,  12,  lS3-'>. 

1 John  Thompson,  K.  X.  \V.  S.  12,  ijct.  :i0.  is:j5, 

Henry  Dulrbs,  B.  F.  S.  \\  . S.  1.3,  Oct  21  18:.kk 
Samuel  Barton,  S.  S.  E.  S.  14.  Juni-  •_’((.  IKT. 

Reuben  \ an  S.  S.  \V.  S.  1"',  (act.  27.  i;39. 

Horace  Potter,  .8.  W,  .mU  S.  E.  .s.  17,  Feb  1,  l8o9. 

William  Hill,  W.  X.  W.  S.  21,  Dec.  3u,  IMo. 

James  Hutchinson,  X.  V\  . S.  22.  Mart.h  24,  183(i. 

Isaac  \'an  Tassel,  2nd  F..  S.  12.  S.  22,  Oct.  27,  1839. 

Morris  Brown,  X.  .S.  W.  'J  S.  2;3,  March  24.  183d. 

Joseph  Badger.  .S.  F.S.  F.  s.  24,  CRt.  27,  H39. 

Samuel  Birds.all,  X.  F.  S.  'A’.  S.  25,  Jur.e  9, 

\'’illiam  Williamsi .n,  S.  12.  S.  2.'-,  Sept.  2-3,  183(\ 

-Andrew  Hutchinson, ;S.  X.  E.  and  F.  X.  W,  S.  29.  Xov.  27.  ':i3. 
lames  Hutchison  Sr.,  S.  F.  S,  K.  S.  2(i,  X<w.  27,  1S:;13. 

Dav  (I  W.  Fu.gh,  X.  W.  X.  W.  S.  29.,  Mav  2.  1S;49. 

Morrison  McMillan,  X.  F.  ami  S,  \V.  nf  X'.  \V.  S.  3.'.,  Feb. 
19.  1834. 

And  Jonathan  Crom.  F.  X.  V\’.  S.  39..  Jan.  3u,  1839. 

A Reuiiniseenee.—.\  S(8ti  of  Henry  Dubbs. 
named  above,  writing  in  1895.  says; 

About  the  mkldle  (.f  .Ai.ril.  1S;.4,  Henrv  Dulibs  Settlcal 
in  Section  19,  Liberty  ti.wnshi}.,  ne.ar  the  west  line.  At  that 
time  there  was  but  one  family,  James  Bird,---ali  s.  in  Wood 
county,  west  of  F’orl^ive,  until  we  canitc  They  lived  about  a 
mile  from  us  thn.ugh  the  woods.  .A  few  weeks  ,d'ter,  Wm. 
Lathrop  built  a cabin  between  usandihe  Birdsalks.  During 
the  summer  and  f;.di  of  H’dl.  :i  number  of  families  th.e 
H utchinsons,  James  anel  .-\ndiew-.  Morrison  Mc.MiJian,  Sam- 
uel Barton,  and  possiblv  one  or  twa.  others,  moved  in.  In  ’lu' 
sj.rmguf  1835,  Milton  towaishii.  was  organized.  (Incourt- 
ing  noses  it  u , IS  found  that  .1  few  votes  wa  re  !. irking, <i 
few  were  borrowed  from  neighboring  townships.  I'eoph-  m 
those  davs  of  s[.arsc  settlements  were  vi-rv  obliging  ;n  tne 
matter  of  borrowing  and  lending,  or  else. Milton  would  no; 
have  been  organized  that  spring.  The  Imlians  at  tint  t.i.te 
had  not  yet  bi'en  remo\  ed  to  the  Far  West,  and  wa  re  .ilni'.'-' 
daily  visitors  in  our  little  settlement.  (bi  one  otgasa'ii 
sever, il  ol  them  cmiie  to  our  cabin;  the  spokesm.m  urew  hi< 
hunting  knife  and  [.omted  to  the  hog  pen  wheia  ,ve  had  '.ur 
1 fattening  h(. a for  our  winter'.s  uie.it.  We  thought  suteili.  > 
were  going  to  butcher  our  hog.  for  we  were  'in.ibie  to  und-  r- 
.st.iiid  a Word  tlie\  said.  Directly  :hi-  Indi.in  .‘an  to  ih.-  | on 
h\'  w hich  stood  our  grindsti  ni',  and  soon  unule  us  underst.m.! 
lliat  they  washed  to  sharpen  their  knive-;.  wliich  ipiieteil  our 
fears  concerning  our  fat  hog.  One  fall  uiir  m ighbor.  Mr. 
I.athrop.  li.id  to  go  to  l’err\sburg  to  p.o  ta.ves.  !ii>wae 
liad  but  recently  died,  and  his  cl’ildren  were  too  mii.iIi  in- 
let!  alone  at  the  lioiise.  so  im  l.iotlnu'  and  sister  and  i v a lu 
; to  Slay  over  night  w itli  them,  making  a famiU  of  seven  < ;>n 
j (Iren  at  the  cabin.  We  Innl  a good  time,  but  m our  tlirougi  ’ 

I lessr.ess  we  uegb'cte.l  to  pro',  ide  wood  for  the  night;  the 
• wa.nd-pile  was  out  next  to  the  corn-enb,  ,tnd  '.viieu  al'out  ' 
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o’clock,  oiir  wood  was  g'ono,  wc  uort-  afraid  to  venture  forth 
in  the  dark  for  more  I'lie  woods  at  that  time  were  infested 
by  various  kinds  <>f  wild  animals.  Finally  my  b.rother.  John 
O.,  who  afterward  fell,  in  th.e  war  of  the  Reliellion,  said  he 
was  not  afraid  to  out;  hut  just  as  he  was  liftiny^  lui  some 
wood  he  saw  a lartte  hear  in  f'rotit  of  him  at  the  crif),  eatintt 
corn,  at  the  same  time  snarling  as  if  offi-mled  at  the  hoy's 
prestmce.  John  rushed  in  ha.illy  scared,  and  we  thre'v  out 
fire-brands  to  drive  the  hiast  off,  hut  it  pai'l  no  attention  to 
us.  We  went  to  l)ed,  after  first  covc'rinij  uji  the  fire.  Bruin’s 
tracks  next  mornint^,  in  the  snow,  showed  pi.ain  enough  that 
there  had  been  no  .mistake  as  to  the  kind  of  caller  wr  had 
the  night  before.  Ho'v  vastly  different  it  ism  Milton  town- 
ship now;  children  and  women  do  not  fasten  their  doors 
against  prowling  wild  animals,  hut,  unfi.irtunately,  tlie\  luive 
to  provide  against  prowlers  of  their  o'.vn  s,necies  1 In  ISdii, 
the  old  Revolutionary  soldier  and  niissioiiary.  Rev.  jo.-<eph 
Badger,  built  a cabin  and  settled  on  a ridge  at  the  west  end 
of  the  Wadswortii  prairie,  overlooking  the  great  marsh. 

Piojiccr  Archit^-ctui-c . — The  early  cabins  were 
primitive  indeed.  The  first  one  built  by  the  Hills, 
in  1835,  was  an  eiglit-cornered  shanty,  made  b\ 
splitting  logs  into  slabs,  about  three  or  four  inches 
thick  and  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  and  set  up- 
on the  edges  and  notched  at  the  ends,  forming  a 
building,  having  eight  corners,  and  about  t? n or 
twelve  feet  high,  and  covered  with  clapboards  or 
shakes,  as  the  Yankees  call  thenn  na  floor  except 
the  ground;  in  one  corner  the  fireplace  was  made, 
by  what  we  called  clay  jams,  on  either  wall,  and 
the  chimney  was  a simple  opening  in  the  roof  at 
the  corner;  in  this  they  lived  about  one  year. 
Others  were  built  of  round  logs  and  clapboard 
roof,  round  poles  for  joists  and  sleepers,  and 
puncheon  floors.  The  cracks  daubed  with  mud 
and  moss,  and  the  fire  place  in  one  side  long 
enough  to  take  in  a log  tour  or  five  feet  long,  and 
from  one  and  a half  to  two  feet  in  diameter, 
called  the  back  log,  and  then  the  forestick,  and 
when  a fire  was  completed  it  looked  like  a log 
heap.  Sometimes  the  houses  were  made  with 
two  doors,  one  on  either  side,  and  large  logs 
were  drawn  in  on  sleds  to  build  fires.  No  wind- 
ows; light  was  let  in  by  cutting  a log  out  at  one 
side,  and  souie  greased  white  paper  pasted  over 
to  keep  out  the  cold. 

Men  of  rSup — The  male  residents  of  Milton, 
aged  twenty-one  years  or  over,  in  1839.  were: 
Samuel  Barton,  Daniel  Barton,  Samuel  Bowman, 
Morris  Brown,  Alvin  Clark,  Samuel  Cark,  John 
Dubbs,  Henry  C.  Dawson,  John  Green,  Will- 
iam Hill,  David  Hill,  James  Hutchinson,  Eli 
Hockenbury,  Andrew  Hutchinsoti,  >foses  More, 
Morrison  McMdlan,  Andre's  Morehouse,  Daniel 
McMillan,  George  Mc.-\bbert\',  Akin.son  More, 
Alexander  Morehc  Ml,  James  Russ  'riiomas  Sim- 
mons, Thomas  'I'ajior  and  M.aithew  Walling. 
All  were  not  here  when  the  town.ship  was  organ- 
ised. 'riiirteen  of  the  number  were  present  at 
the  fall  election  of  1839;  the  others  I'ame  in  be- 
tween that  time  and  the  s[,ring  (jf  1839, 


1 Xmnes  and  hu-in'enls .---Miom.  a sketch  pul,-- 
' lisl'sed  in  the  Sentinei  of  .April  21,  1881.  signed 
“H.,"  the  following  is  taken: 

.\mong  th.e  first  settlcr.s  of  IS.’.U  Mo  ,ilonv  the  creek,  wr 
might  a.iiiU'  the  Rowhinds,  Robert  and  James;  John  .Stur- 
geon, I);i\  id  M unlock,  Sowers  and  M .icklin,  in  Henrvcoimn  ^ 
and  comiiur  tn  Milton  township,  we  find  the  n.inies  iif  biniiw 
Hutchison,  fatlier  of  .\.  I,.  Hatchinson;  .S.inuiel  Barton, 
father  of  Daniel  Barton,  Morrison  McMillan.  Morris 
‘ Hro'.s  n,  William  Ilill,  .-Mvin  and.  .Samuel  S.  Clark.  Thom, k 
Taylor,  lacob  Gift  (killed  by  a falling  tree),  the  MorehoiiM-.., 
and  Morehe.ids  and  a few  others;  and  just  o\  er  the  line  in 
; Liberty,  we  rind  Henrv  Dubbs.and — Lathrop.aiui  tollmviiie 
j these,  onlv  a few  vears,  came  the  Bucks  and  I.e-wises;  tew  of 
th.e  vemnger  members  of  the  families  still  sur\ ive;  .\ndivw 
' L.  if  utchinson,  Daniel  Barton,  l.owis  F..  James  F..  .iiid  Fi'.iiik 
?\1.  Dubbs.and  some  of  the  Hill  boys,  and  a ie"  otheis. 
We  had  no  roads;  we  just  went  zig-zag  through  the  woods, 
around  trees,  over  and  arounri  fallen  timber,  through  the 
water,  lighting  the  mos(|uitoes,  to  a neighbor  s witii  a sack 
of  ci.rn  on  our  backs,  to  grind  it  on  a hiandmiil,  to  get  corn 
meal  to  imike  johnnv-cake  for  the  family.  \’\’eh.ad  no  water- 
mills nearer  than  Perrysburg,  ami  not  much  to  get  ground 
when  we  got  there.  .-\nd  it  took  ns  from  tour  to  fi'.'e  d..iys  to 
go  and  come;  the  only  conveyance  was  ox-tean's  .ind  a cart. 
Old  Billy  Hill  had  a hand-mill,  which  was  kep'  going  {''oni 
morning  until  midnight,  peoph-  Comm-g  frer.;  miles  a.n.l 
miles  around.  Dozens  of  men  and.  women  ha\’e  been  there 
at  one  time,  waiting  to  turn  the  mill,  and  sometimes,  when 
so  thronged,  sonii.-  would  leave  tlnzir  corn  and  go  liome  to 
I their  hungrv  families,  and  come  again  to  take  tlieir  p'laces  .at 
the  mill.  Of  course  this  mill  was  a.  rude  strucUire:  tour  up- 
right posts  framed  together,  and  the  stones  set  in  tliein,  ;ind 
the  propelling  [lower  was  a(ipiiedi  ’oy  an  u[<iigl'it  shidt,  v.'ith 
an  iron  s[K)Ut  [liaced  in  a liiimble  in  the  c poer  buhr,  and 
the  tO[i  heldi  bv  [lassing  through  a iiole  m a board,  anU  clu-n 
two  men  t.ikmg  hold  of  tins  Lgu  igiit  sltaft  and  turning  tlu- 
buhr.  It  was  a slow  | rocess.  but  it  was  the  oniv  alternative 
we  had.  This  w;is  .dterward  clninge,!.  so  as  to  make  :t  mo'e 
convenient;  it  was  arranged  ■-o  four  men  could  taki  hold  of 
cranks  like  a grindstone,  and  made  to  grind  n.uch  faster. 
Then  we  all  thought  te.at  we  had  unind  a [lar.ulise. 

Firsl  White  (jVz'V,/.-— I'he  first  wh'rv  chil'i  born 
in  Milton  township  was  Maria  Hntchirison,  daugh- 
ter of  .Andrew  L.  Idutchinsoii;  and  the  first  coi'.pln 
married  in  Milton  township  were  Daniel  Barton 
and  Martha  Hutchinson.  They  were  married  on 
the  8th  dav  of  October,  dSto,  b\-  Ivforrison  Mc- 
Millan. Barton  anti  his  wife  Iia  vc  lonp  since  been 
gathered  home.  Dr.  Burritt,  of  Gilead,  a rou,gh- 
spoken  but  thorough  physician,  cautioned  married 
people  against  locating  in  Milton,  giving  many 
reasons  why  he  did  so;  but  with  all  this  the 
pioneers  ventured  in  there,  braved  the  old  Doctor's 
anger,  and  carved  beautiful  farms  out  of  th.e 
wilderness. 

Sehools. — The  history  of  the  common  sch.ools 
of  this  township  may  be  said  to  date  back  to 
1837.  when  a.  log  cabin,  18x20  feet  in  area,  was 
built  on  the  Otsego  pike  on  the  farm  owned  m 
1S76  bv  Nelson  Canpvbell).  William  Woo(i'\.ird 
presided  over  the  lirst  regular  school  ir.  tiuM 
buihlin.g  during  the  w inter  of  1 839  .fO  ins  stu- 
dents being  John  Orlan.lo,  .Morrison,  Nanev  and 
Gliarlotta  .Mc.Millan,  Mary,  Maria  and  Naiw' 
i Hutchinson,  George  and  William  .Alberii.  ix'i- 
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(lolph  a'lid  Levi  McMillan,  Au^ustii;.  Bowennan, 
Sophia  and  John  Lewis,  William.  Hill,  Richard 
Day,  Charles  Walling.  John  Amos,  David  Mi- 
chael and  Clark  Barton. 

David  Hill  tauyht  a school  in  his  own  house, 
tiiat  or  the  ne.'.t  v.’inter.  year  after,  a log 
cabin  was  erected  in  the  center  of  Sec.  20,  known 
as  tlie  .Morehead  school,  in  which  Ale.x.  Bennett 
and  Rudolph  McMillan  were  Hill's  successors. 

third  cabin  was  erected  on  the  Samuel 
Clark  clearing,  where  Daniel  Barton  lived  in 
Centennial  year,  now  the  White  farm. 

In  1849  or  1850,  the  second  school  was 
changed,  and  a new  cabin,  hewed  on  the  inside, 
was  erected  by  >datthew  Hill  for  $40.  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  William  Hill's  farm.  Among 
the  teachers  who  presided  therein  were  H.  C. 
Strow,  Isaac  Van  Tassel.  G.  W.  Hill,  E.  Hub- 
bard. Sarah  Ruder,  Louisa  Fox,  Carrie  Wood, 
Evaline  Elliott  and  Mary  Jane  Powers.  It  was 
known  as  ■ ilili  s School  House.” 

The  Buck’s  school  house,  built  by  James 
Martin,  appeared  in  1S52  or  1853.  .Among  the 
old  teachers  of  that  district  were  Marion  Forest, 
Elisha  Martindale,  Maria  .Martindale,  Henry 
Crane,  Mary  Avery,  Eunice  Foote,  .Mary  M. 
Bullis  (who  married  Reason  A\'hitacre  in  1863  or 
1864;,  Lydia  Perrin,  Isaac  Van  Tassel.  Mary 
Jane  and  Helen  Powers,  and  Sarah  Ruder.  .About 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war,  a new  building 
was  erected  at  the  Corners,  by  Wm.  Dallahan, 
and  in  it  the  following  teachers  presided ; So- 
phronia  Harbaugh,  H.C.  Strow,  Sarah  Crorn,  Rate 
Osborn,  L.  L.  Delano,  Polly  Rerr,  |ohn  Justice, 
Cora  Hood,  Dell  Newell,  W.  P.  Catlin,  Helen 
\’an  Tassel,  I.  N.  V'an  Tassel,  Lucy  Cass,  Mina 
Beach.  .Mollie  Guyer,  Hattie  Hurtz,  Frank  Huff, 
Dela  Mead  and  Olivia  Steinshour. 

There  were  two  established  school  districts 
November  20,  '837.  when  Daniel  .McMillan,  then 
township  clerk,  reported  that  the  school  section, 
value  f(m$i.25  an  acre,  was  not  producing  any 
revenue;  that  no  school  examiners  were  yet  ap- 
pointed; no  directors  elected,  and  no  tax  for 
school  purposes  levied.  He  could  not  state  the 
number  of  children  in  District  No.  1,  but  did 
''tate  that  there  were  hfty  children,  between  the 
ages  of  four  and  twenty  years,  in  District  No.  2. 

The  resident  tax  payersof  School  District  No. 

in  .April,  1853.  were  Daniel  Barton.  Andrew 
h.  Hutchinson,  James  H.  Hutchinson,  .Matthew 
Wdling,  Morris  Brown.  Clark  and  .Amos  Barton, 
j''hn  Kingleka,  Daniel  McMill  an,  George  Bevers, 
•Nathaniel  L.  Bad  ger,  Charles  Sheward,  jose[ih 
h.  Wade  and  Thomas  Snell.  The  board  of  echi- 
• ation,  in  .A[iril.  1853,  comprised  Daniel  Barton, 


Thomas  Buck,  Thomas  Hill,  Ah-in  Clark  and 
Jo’hn  Buntly.  with  Isaac  \’an  Tassel,  clerk. 

The  record  of  the  board  of  education  begins 
' April  17,  1854.  vvhen  H.  C.  Strow,  as  township 
clerk,  made  the  minutes  of  a meeting.  .Alvm 
Clark,  Dainel  Barton,  Thomas  B.  Hill,  John 
Bentley  and  Isaac  \’an  Tassel,  clerks  of  the  five 
I districts,  were  present.  The  area  comprised  in 
' the  south  half  of  Sections  30,  29,  28  and  27, 
with  Sections  31,  32,  33  and  34,  was  established 
as  a new  district.  In  1855  a three-hundrcd-dol- 
I lar  school  house  was  erected  in  Sub-District  No.  1. 
I'rancis  Muzzy  was  appointed  librarian-in-charge 
of  the  eighty  State  books,  an  office  afterward 
j held  by  Joseph  Ward,  W.  C.  Lathrop,  Nathrmiel 
' P'.  Badger  and  Isaac  Van  Tassel.  In  185^  there 
were  113  male  and  104  female  pupils  enrolled, 
together  with  seven  males  and  six  females  in 
1 joint  Sub-District  No.  8.  District  No.  7 was  sub- 
! sequentl}'  established,  and  Eb'jah  Main  elected 
director  or  clerk  in  ;86o.  In  CcLobe',  .'od i. 
there  were  146  male  and  137  female  chiidren  ot 
1 school  age  enrolled,  uhile  in  1S65  the  re.-pective 
numbers  were  198  and  205.  or  a total  of  403, 
and,  in  1S71,  241  males  and  235  females.  In 
1867  a sum  of  $700  was  appiopriated  toward 
j building  a school  house  in  Sub-District  No.  o; 
in  1871  rnonevs  wern  granted  for  houses  in  Dis- 
tricts No.  3 and  No.  10.  In  1S74  there  were 
thirteen  school  districts,  in  the  last  one  of  which 

■ a temporary  house  w^as  built  in  the  tall  of  1874. 
There  were  fourteen  districts  in  Centennial  year, 
L.  S Baker  being  the  clerk  of  the  Fourteenth 
(or  new.  District.  .Among  th.e  member,'  of  the 

j board  in  the  “seventies”  were  Cha^le^  Heally, 

' AI.  L.  Groff,  J.  W.  Swartz,  Thomas  Burson.  W. 

Bacome,  S.  W.  Hunter,  H.  Mannhardt,  W.  W. 

’ Ellsworth,  Adam  Neiffer,  E.  H.  \’an  Tassel. 

■ Samuel  Bretz  and  C.  M.  Guild.  In  1S81  there 
w'as  a new  school  house  erected;  in  .April,  1882, 
District  No.  9 was  set  off  as  the  special  district 
of  Custar. 


MILTON  Cr.NTEK. 

I Milton  Center  was  surveyed  Iw  Hiram  Da\  is 
for  .Andrew  Hutchinson  and  Lewis  Dubbs,  Febru- 
ary 2-6.  1857.  The  vill.ige  wa-^  surnnm  led  b\' 
i swamf)  land,  which  was  famous  for  miasur'.  and 
mos<|uitoes,  but  w hen  the  era  of  drainage  d.iw  neil, 
.Milton  township  farmers  were  anmng  the  fii.-t  te 
inaugurate  a system  of  artificial  ditches.  The 
. Jackson  cut-off,  which  is  >aid  to  be  th.e  l.irgesi 
artihcial  waterway  for  [uirdy  ilrainage  purposes 
in  the  State,  passes  south,  giving  the  town  excel- 
I lent  sewerage  facilities. 
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WOOD  COUJSTY,  OHIO. 


The  petition  for  incorporation  was  presented  ; 
to  the  commissioners,  March  25,  1S69.  The  i 
territory,  for  which  municipal  privileges  were  de- 
manded, is  described  thus:  The  N.  of  N.  E.  j 

of  Sec.  21;  tlie  X.  E.  4 of  the  N.  \V.  4 of  Sec. 
21,  and  the  S.  E.  -f  and  the  E,  | of  the  S.  M'.  j 
of  Sec.  16,  T.  4,  R.  9.  On  June  8,  1869,  the 
order  incorporating  the  village  was  made  aud  re-  1 
corded.  The  petitioners  were  James  M,  Marks,  I 
Charles  M.  Walling,  Daniel  H.  Hill,  D S.  Hind-  ' 
ley,  Charles  Greeley,  John  Zimmerman,  J.  M. 
Dancer.  William  Robinson,  E.  W.  Schooley,  A.  | 
C.  Robinson  and  twenty-four  others.  i 

Councilmat. -—The  councilmen,  elected  since  j 
1 870,  have  been  named  as  follows:  I 

1870 —  J.  R.  Huff,  \t'.  Robinson,  E.  \V.  Schooley,  C.  Greeley,  ! 

H.  Hatlur.va}',  .A.  Hostler.  | 

1871 —  J.  M.  Dancer.  W'.  Robinson,  E.  W.  .Schooley,  C.  Gree-  ' 

ley,  H.  Hatha-.vay,  J.  R.  Huff.  | 

1872  — 1-  R.  Huff,  Daniel  flill,  F,  R.  Whitney.  j 

1873 — Charles  Greeley,  C.  ?>1.  Hathaway,  John  Zimmerman.  ; 
1874  -F.C.  Taft,  I.  Ft.  Huff,  P.  Hutchinson,  F.  R.  Whitnev. 
187-5 — Charles  GrtiCes,  J.  M.  Dancer,  E.  \V.  Schooley.  i 

1876—  F.  R.  Whitnev,' I.  M.  Beach,  W.  C.  .Mullally.  ' i 

1877—  E.  W.  Schooley,'  D.  H.  Hill,  F.  C.  Taft. 

1878 —  W.  C.  .Mullally,  C.  M.  Hathaway,  F.  K.  W'hitney. 

1879“  E.  W.  -Schooley.  D.  H.  Hill,  John  Kieffer,  i 

1880 — \V.  C.  Mullally,  .A.  .A.  Sheats,  Carson  C.  Fails. 

1881  — I).  H.  Hill,  F.  W.  Schoolev,  H.  F.  Wagctoner,  I 

1882 —  W.  C.  Mullally,  W.  O.  Keeler,  F.  R.  \\'hitney,  J.  M.  1 

Beach.  ' ' 

1883 —  C.  M.  Walling,  F'.  R.  Whitney,  F.  .M.  FFulib.s. 

1884 —  William  C.  .Mullally,  F.  R.  Whitney,  13  H.  Hill,  'I'.  M. 

Dubbs  and  C.  M.  \\Ailling.  , 

1885 —  E.  W.  Schooley,  S.  E.  Higgins,  h B.  Kieffer. 

1886 —  Milo  H.  Wade,  l'’eler  Woodruff,  \Villiam  A'ork,  1'.  Grip- 
pen,  Thomas  Hill. 

1887—  C.  -M.  Walling,  .A.  C.  Aubrey,  J.  R.  Huff,  E.  A.  i 

Ballmer.  : 

1888 —  -A.  C.  .Aubrey,  WA  H.  Sutter,  C.  L.  Rosenberger,  \\A  I,. 
Yerk. 

1889 —  E.  A.  Ballmer,  X.  13,  Rickard,  W.  C.  Marks,  C.  Greeley.  > 

1890 —  Thomas  Hill,  Ed.  Beemcm,  Charles  Mallotte. 

1891  -F.  R.  Whitney,  C.  .M.  Walling,  X.  D.  Rickard.  I 

1892—  Charles  Hudson,  David  Harris.  John  Schmyr. 

1893 —  C.  M.  Walling,  Ed.  Beeman,  F.  R.  Whitney. 

1894 —  E.  H.  Spoors,  A.  Rosenberser,  F.  Drummer,  Thomas 
Hill. 

1895 —  M.  Espen,  J.  11.  Ward,  Charles  D.'Hill,  Eli  Flemming, 
rice  Spoors,  resigned.  In  May,  1895,  L.  Ralston  was 
elected,  vice  Spoors. 

1896 —  A.  L.  Dicus,  L.  F.  Huitz,  and  F.  R.  Whitney  were 
elected. 

The  mayors  of  the  village  have  been:  F.  C. 

Taft,  April,  1870;  C.  M.  Hathaway,  1874;  J.  B. 
Hill,  1878;  H.  D.  Baker,  S.  Baker, 

1884;  Daniel  H.  Hill,  1885,  chosen  by  lot  in 
1888;  A.  J.  Rickard,  1890;  E.  A.  Ballmer,  1892; 
G.  E.  Hill,  1893;  J.  R.  Huff,  1894;  A.  J,  Rick- 
ard, 1894;  G.  E.  Hill,  elected  1896. 

Clerks. — J.  B.  Hill,  1870;  Ff.  D.  leaker,  1878; 
J.  B.  FFill,  1880;  S.  E.  I3urson,  1881;  A.  H. 
Beach,  August,  1883;  Iv.  W.  Schooley,  March, 
1884,  vice  I:5each:  S.  E.  Higgins,  ,\Iarch  24, 
1884;  Bert  Ihick,  1884,  W.  H.  White,  1886;  j. 
B.  Hill,  1887;  IT  F.  W'aggoner,  1S88;  Elmer  C. 


Greeley,  1889;  L.  F.  Hull,  1892;  W.  C.  Marks, 

1 894;  and  R.  W.  Buck,  vice  Marks,  resigned  in 
May.  1895. 

Treasurers. — William  Buck  was  elected  treas- 
urer in  1870.  In  1878  the  name  of  Charles 
Greeley  appears  upon  the  record.  The  incum- 
bents, from  1 886  to  the  present  time,  are  named 
as  follows:  Benjamin  Waggoner,  1S8G:  Thomas 
Hill,  1 888;  O.  C.  Mitchell,  1889;  W.  O.  Keeler, 
1891;  William  Buck,  i 893 ; R.  H.  RaEton,  1894; 
and  William  Buck,  i S96. 

Marshal. — L.  Cretsinger,  1 896. 

School  Trustees. — L.  F.  Hull  and  J.  W.  Cole 
were  elected  in  1896. 

Fires. — The  fire  of  February  il,  18S5,  de- 
stroyed William  Mullally's  drugstore.  John  Bev- 
erstock’s  hardware  store,  and  Joseph  Goodfnend's 
saloon.  During  the  succeeding  five  years,  the 
village  was  fortunate  in  escaping  with  a few  small 
blazes.  The  fire  of  1 890  resulted  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  A.  J.  Rickard's  saw  and  planing  mill,  and 
entailed  a loss  of  $6,000. 

Railroaol  Aceicleut. — The  collision  on  the  C., 
H.  & D.  railroad  of  December  16,  1895,  was  the 
most  serious  since  that  of  1 863  on  this  road. 
Thirty-seven  passengers  and  trainmen  were  in- 
jured. 

Old  Traders. — William  PTick,  who  estab- 
lished the  first  dry-goods  store  in  1S61,  and  R 
H.  Ralston,  the  undertaker,  who  conducted  many 
funerals  here  from  1S62  to  March,  1S95,  are  un- 
questionably the  pioneer  business  men,  who  are 
yet  engaged  in  trade.  W.  O Keeler,  an  old 
merchant,  died  in  October,  1892,  or  a year, after 
he  built  the  elevator;  Mrs.  Mary  Cretsinger  has 
carried  on  a general  store  for  almost  twenty-three 
years,  while  the  modern  business  men,  such  as 
A.  J.  Rickard,  Michael  Epson.  Charles  Korta. 
James  T.  Dean,  Eli  Fleming,  Singer  X Hender- 
son, L.  A.  Dicus,  Chester  Rosenberg  f who  suc- 
ceeded Daniel  Hill  as  postmaster),  and  O.  H.  P 
Wright  (present  proprietor  of  the  “Enterprise 
Hotel”  ),  established  their  houses  here  within  the 
last  decade.  In  the  summer  of  1895,  D.  M. 
Marshall  established  a small  opera  house,  the 
drop  curtain  and  scenery  of  which  were  painted 
by  Karl  B.  Steers.  * 

'The  First  P>'esbytcrian  Church  was  organized 
June  21,  1868,  with  hsaac  Van  Tassel,  Silas 
Rowland,  J.  M.  Dancer,  John  Zimmerman,  1'. 
C.  Taft  and  Perry  C.  Baldwin,  trustees.  The 
present  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1868,  a: 
a cost  of  $1,500.  The  membership  in  the  sum- 
mer of  i8q5  was  fifty-four,  and  t'ue  .nerage 
Sunday-school  attendance  fifty.  Rev.  T.  J 
Dague,  of  Deshlcr,  is  the  pastor  of  this  societv  . 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


E.  E.  Dancer,  superintendent  of  the  school. 
The  first  members  were  Isaac,  Louisa  and  Helen 
Van  Tassel,  John  L.  and  Flavia  L.  Barton, 
Sarah  Ann  Marks,  Susan  Hill,  Jane  Huff,  Louisa 
;fimmerman  and  Mar)'  Ann  Dague.  Mr.  Bald- 
•,vin,  the  first  pastor,  was  followed  by  Revs.  \V. 
Trimble,  C.  H.  Hadley,  Mr.  Taylor,  C.  L. 
Heavington,  H.  C.  Denison,  H.  \V.  Cross  and  T. 
J,  Dague.  The  clerks  were  F.  C.  Taft,  E.  H. 
\'an  Tassel,  P.  Hutchinson  and  \V.  M.  Learning, 
while  the  present  clerk  is  E.  A.  Ballmer. 

T/u'  Christian  Church  was  organized  in  1S50, 
with  George  I.ewis.  Catherine  Lewis,  James  E. 
.and  Sarah  Greene,  G.  W.  Hill  and  D.  E.  Hill. 
The  pastors  are  named  in  the  order  of  their 
coming — Michael  Hill,  Z.  F.  Greene,  G.  \V. 
Hill,  William  Dowling.  Josiah  Wright,  O.  A. 
Randall,  G.  W.  Cline,  G M.  Kemp,  D.  C.  Call, 
W.  F.  Morrison  and  O.  L.  Thompson.  The 
number  of  members  in  June,  1895,  was  leo,  and 
the  average  Sunday-school  attendance  seventy. 
The  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1S68. 

The  Fanners'  Anti-Hunter  Assoeiation  was 
organized  in  November,  1890,  with  Whiliam 
Hacome,  president;  J.  R.  Huff,  vice-president; 
H.  B.  Dubbs,  secretary;  Antoine  Louy,  treas- 
urer; H.  C.  Strow,  game  warden;  J c.  Lance, 
Dickison  Bowles,  Daniel  Guyer,  Silas  L.  Swartz 
and  P.  C.  Bowman,  members  of  e.xecutive  com- 
mittee. The  object  of  the  association  was  to 
prosecute  violators  of  the  game  laws,  and  prove 
also  to  visiting  hunters  that  farmers  had  some 
rights  which  must  be  respected. 

/Are  Oak  Grange  has  been  one  of  the  instru- 
ments which  kept  alive  the  work  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry  in  Wood  county.  The  officers 
chosen  in  December,  1895,  are;  M.,  T.  W. 
Lewis;  O..  Jacob  Seitz;  L. , Mrs.  Julia  Dubbs; 

, John  Lyons;  A.  S.,  Sam  Walling;  Chap., 
Myrtie  McNIaster;  Treas. , S.  L.  Swartz;  Sec., 
JayMcMaster;  G.  K.,  Lewds  Dubbs;  Pom.,  Sarah 
Smith;  T.  L.,  Aura  Walling;  Cer.,  Lizzie  Seitz; 
G.  .V.,  Leona  Dubbs;  Trustees,  Josiah  Smith,  B. 
h.  Rumler  and  William  Walling. 

I^uel  Lodge  Xo.  /.  0.  0.  F..  was  insti- 

tuted Aug.  19,  1874,  with  the  following  members; 
Thomas  P)ursoii,  first  noble  grand ; Richard  Brink- 
r'rhoff,  Solomon  Roberts,  D.  \’.  Gilbert,  James  T. 
Dean,  Frederick  Wismer.  John  Racely,  Aaron 
Smith,  C.  M.  Hathaway,  S.  Greeley,  James  Sals- 
J-  B.  Ward  and  Barnett  Older.  It  mav  be 
^•Jid  that  all  the  men  named  in  the  sketch  of  the 
Giic'irnimmnt  ha\  e passed  the  chairs  in  the  subor- 
din.no  lodge.  Judtl  Smith  was  elected  N.  G.  in 
December,  1895;  P.  Laney,  recording  secretary; 
''••‘lie  J.  D.  Me  Master,  .\.  J.  Rickard,  P.  Blasius, 
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Al.  Bowies,  George  Beckmyer,  George  Richmond 
and  Ciiaries  Wismer,  were  chosen  to  hll  the 
other  offices. 

E?iterdrise  Fneampment,  Xo.  32./.,  I.  0.  O.  F., 
was  instituted  August  17,  i88i,  with  eight  mem- 
bers, namely;  Thomas  Burson,  E.  W.  Schooley. 
Samuel  R.  lunkins,  William  Oliver.  C.  M.  Wal- 
ling,  Charles  Greeley,  John  Ward  and  S.  E.  Bur- 
son.  The  high  priests  elected  since  that  time 
have  been  Samuel  R.  Junkins,  1881;  H.  Mann- 
hardt,  1882;  H.  D.  Baker  and  J.  B.  Smith, 
18S3;  Peter  Laney  and  E.  W.  Schooley.  1884; 
E.  H.  Van  Tassel  and  A.  J.  Rickard,  18S3; 
Peter  Laney,  1886;  Thomas  Bursoii  and  A.  J. 
Rickard,  1887;  Charles  Greeley,  1S88;  E.  Bur- 
son  and  J.  A.  Bumgardner,  1SS9;  J.  A.  Bum- 
gardner  and  E.  Burson,  1890;  Dan  Triem  and 
H.  Mannhardt,  1S91;  J.  B.  Smith  and  L.  Wiehl, 
1892;  J.  A.  Bumgardner  and  L.  F.  Hull,  1893; 
L.  W iehl  and  John  Singer,  1S94;  John  Spoors, 
January,  1895;  E.  W.  Schooley  was  the  first 
chief  patriarch,  and  the  high  priests  filled  the 
chair  subsequently.  Walter  Culver  was  patri- 
arch in  1884 — E.  W.  Schooley,  Thomas  Bur- 
son, C.  M.  Walling  and  S.  E.  Burson.  H.  D. 
Baker,  H.  Mannhardt,  J.  B.  Smith,  .A,  J.  Rick- 
ard, Charles  Greeley,  J.  McLaughlin,  J;  A. 
Bumgardner,  H.  Mannhardt,  J.  A.  Bumgardner. 
N.  T.  Foster,  D.  Triem,  A\'.  L.  Robinson.  Sid 
Greeley,  L.  F.  Hull,  S.  Af.  Hartraiipt,  John 
Spoors,  L.  A.  Lathrop,  George  Bickrnire,  E.  L. 
Beernan  and  Thomas  Hill,  filled  the  patriarch's 
chair  down  to  July,  1895.  The  first  ucribe  was 
Peter  Laney,  followed  in  1883,  b\' A.  J.  Rickard; 
in  1884,  by  H.  Mannhardt;  in  188;,  b)'  C.  M. 
Walling;  in  1886,  by  L.  Wiehl,  and  in  1S87  b)' 
Peter  Laney,  who  has  since  occupied  the  office. 
The  number  of  members,  in  June,  1895. 
forty-one. 

Painy  Lodge,  Xo.  lyS,  Daughters  of  Re- 
bekah,  was  instituted  May  13,  1882,  with  the 
following  named  members  ; Madams  Maria 
Schooley,  E.  Laney.  Martha  Hill,  Mary  V.’alling. 
Elizabeth  Barber,  M.  A.  McKindree.  Eb.'^a  Rob- 
erts, Emma  Burson,  Mary  Greeley,  Susan  Plenry. 
and  ten  male  members.  The  noble  grands 
elected  since  the  organization  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Peter  Lanev,  Eli.ra  Roberts,  Maria  School- 
ey. F.  A.  Baker.' M.  A.  McKindree,  Mary  Wall- 
ing, Martha  Hill,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Dancer,  May  Gr<.e- 
ley,  Emma  Rickard.  Sarah  Richmond,  .-Mice 
Beernan.  Lizzie  Zimmerman,  Nana  B. dimer  and 
Anna  Noble.  The  recording  secretaries  hive 
been  Maria  Schooley,  M.  .\.  McKindree.  Mar> 
W'alling,  Martha  Hill,  Nell  Crippens,  May  Gree- 
ley, Peter  Laney.  .\lice  Beernan.  ,\nna  Noble, 
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Eilen  Lathrop,  Anna  Laney,  Nana  Ballmer  and 
G.  \V.  Richmond.  There  were  sixty  inenibers 
in  June,  1895.  1^’-  January,  1896,  Mae  Lance 

was  elected  noble  grand,  and  Eli/a  Roberts,  re- 
cording secretary.  • 


CL’STAR.  j 

Custar  is  noted  among  the  villages  of  north- 
western Ohio  for  its  stately  church  building, 
pretty  school  house,  well-mannered  inhabitants 
and  prosperous  condition.  Down  to  1870  it  was 
the  milling  point  of  a wilderness,  and  the 
Mecca  of  hunters.  improvement  followed  irn-  | 
provement  until  it  was  recognized  as  a hamlet, 
and  from  that  stage  it  merged  into  a busy  vil-  1 
lage.  i 

Lewisburg,  its  original  name,  was  surveyed 
in  1865,  and  the  plat  recorded  July  [5,  that  year.  ; 
Frederick  Lewis  may  be  called  the  founder,  1 
though  h;s  earlier  survey  formed  only  a small  : 
portion  of  the  village  as  it  is  known  to-day.  In 
1864  the  Daniel  Scheuren  sawmill,  then  the  Ihrg-  ; 
est  mill  in  the  county,  drew  to  the  locality  a large 
force  of  workmen,  who  cut  down  the  giants  of 
the  forest,  and  literally  opened  an  impenetrable 
swamp  to  the  hardiest  and  most  self-reliant  set-  ! 
tiers.  The  sawmill  was  burned  in  1S70,  and  re-  ! 

* T . . i 

built.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Scheuren.  William 
C.  Mullally  purchased  the  mill,  which  he  operated  i 
for  a year  or  two,  when  he  moved  the  machinerv 
to  Henry  county.  The  buildings,  owned  by  W. 
Wilco.x,  H.  E.  Horner,  Dr.  Noble  and  B.  F. 
Waggoner,  now.  occupy  the  site  of  the  old  mill,  j 
The  old  Scheuren  store  stood  on  the  same  prop- 
erty until  fire  destro}’ed  it.  In  1875  there  was 
$60,000  worth  of  lumber,  hoops  and  staves 
shipped  from  the  village,  with  valuable  ship- 
ments of  shingles  and  grain.  Then  John  Louy 
was  railroad  agent;  Ingraham.  Keeler,  Black 
& Co.,  and  Jones  & Scheuren,  merchanis;  John 
Thompson  and  John  Kistner,  saloon-keepers; 
William  Bergaman,  furniture  dealer;  Fritz  Gun- 
dering, brush  manufacturer;  De  Bach  & .-Xekins, 
Anson  Kiser  and  John  Bader,  blacksmiths;  Jeff 
Jones,  hotel-keeper;  J.  Weitz,  butcher;  Worline 
and  Slaughter,  physicians;  Gus  Thompson,  law- 
yer; Thomas  Wiley  and  Hattie  Hartz,  school  1 
teachers,  and  G.  W.  Hill,  justice  of  the  peace. 

It  was  practically  a German  hamlet,  partly  1 
Americanized,  where  men  labored  from  daylight  ' 
to  dark  and  earned  all  the\  received.  During 
the  ensuing  few  years  remarkable  progress  was  ; 
made  until  at  last  the  echoes  of  the  \ illagers  calls  . 
for  local  government  were  heard  throughout  tlie  ; 
county.  1 


Iuccrporation. — The  village  of  Cuscar  was 
incoiporated  August  16,  1881,  on  a petition 

signed  by  forty-one  residents,  and  presented  tutlu- 
commissioners  June-  8,  that  year. 

Oftu-ir./s. — The  mayors,  councilmen,  clerks 
and  t'^easurers  elected  since  that  time  are  nrune-l 
in  the  following  lists:  Mayors — G.  P.  Thoii'p- 

son,  November,  18S1;  O.  H.  Jones,  iS8Z;  G.  Ig 
Thompson,  1883;  H.  .Mannhardt,  i886-96;C.  R, 
Hopkins,  elected  in  1S96.  Clerks— H.  Mann- 
hardt, I 88  i -86;  George  W.  Downs.  1886-96; 
re-elected  1896.  Treasurers — O.  H.  Jones, 
1881;  August  Wentz,  1882-96;  D.  L>.  Sites 
elected  in  1896.  Marshals — A.  G.  Barger,  18S1; 

W.  Kirk,  1882;  A.  G.  Barger,  1883;  W.  B. 
Miller,  1885,  who  was  also  elected  sealer  of 
weights  and  nreasures;  William  Wilcox  and  Pldwin 
Murray,  1 893-96;  re-elected  1896. 

Councilnini. — The  councilmen  of  Custar  elect- 
ed since  November,  1881,  are  named  as  follows; 

1881 — George  France.  George  Rethiiiger,  George  \V. 

George  H.  Depew,  John  KiFtner,  John  I'honipson. 
188'2 — John  Kisiner,  John  Maas,  B.  Older,  Jolin  Long,  (t. 
Rethinger,  G.  H.  Dei)ew. 

1888—0.  France,  Tlionias  Butt,  I’cnjainin  Ricli.arilson. 

1884 — B.  Older,  G.  \\’.  Downs,  M.  F.spen. 

188.n — J.  Maas,  John  Kistnor,  Ger-rge  Rethinger. 

188t> — Peter  F rance,  Ge-'rge  .Arkins.  Joseph  Debacher. 

1887—  John  Kistner,  John  .Maas,  George  Rethinger. 

1888—  Daniel  Barton,  tdias  Main.  lolm  Long. 

1881* — J.  B.  D(raghty,  <*  FI.  Jones,  J-.;hn  Kistner. 

ISiMj — ‘Peter  H.  France,  jerseph  .Metzger,  Elias  M.iin. 

181*1  —John  Long,  Joseph  Debacher,  O.  FI.  Jones. 

Is92 — F,.  C.  .Main,  Benedict  Metzger,  Jacob  L-  hr.uinr.. 

181*8 — L.  L.  Fi.rick,  J.  B.  Smith,  E.  J.  O'Hearn,  P.  H.  Franc.'. 
181*4— William  Wilcox,  P.  H.  France,  'I'homas  Mciter,  E.J. 

Myer.r,  FL  Pohle,  X.  .Schuster 

181*0  - Josejih  Metzger,  B.  B.  Richnrilson,  lacob  tinier,  W. 

Wilcox.  P.  H.  France,  Thomas  Metier. 

189(5—  John  Kistner,  William  Wilcox,  Jose[)li  Metzger.  Jacob 
Ilufer,  C.  G.  Thurstin,  FI.  X.  Bretz. 

The  village  has  not  yet  taken  action  on  mat- 
ter of  water  supply.  C)n  May  [,  1895.  the  coun- 
cil authorized  the  purchase  of  chemical  fire  ap- 
paratus. 

Postmasters. — W.  O.  Keeler  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  postmaster,  followed  b\'  C.  P. 
Thompson,  who  held  the  office  down  to  1885. 
when  O.  H.  Jones  was  appointed.  fn  Septem- 
ber, 1889,  H.  E.  Horner  was  given  the  office, 
and  in  October,  1893,  George  W.  Downs  (the 
present  incumbent,  1896*  was  appointed. 

Counnon  Schools. — The  first  school  houso.-^ 
were  erected  hv  the  earl_\-  settlers,  and  paid  for 
out  of  their  own  labor,  ami  not  by  public  t;i.\a- 
tion.  'I'he  fuel  was  furnished  by  the  i>aroius 
taking  turns  hauling  and  chopping  the  wt>od,  or 
by  the  scholars,  at  noon  and  night.  The  seat.-^ 
were  long  benches  hewn  out  of  trees.  It  wa.-;  in 
these  school  houses  that  the  pioneers’  sons  and 
daughters  received  their  college  education. 
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VrOOD  COUNTY,  OllfO. 


On  March  23-,  1882,  all  the  voters  of  Custar, 
foity  in  number,  declared  that  Sub-D'strict  Xo. 

()  should  be  organized  as  a village  district,  and, 
in  April  following,  elected  H.  Mannhardt,  A. 
W'e  ntz,  George  France,  John  Kistner,  G.'  \V.  ^ 
Downs  and  John  Rudolf,  directors.  A tax  of  two  * 
ii’.ills  for  tuition,  and  three  mills  for  contingent 
<-\penses,  was  ordered.  W.  P.  Bender  was 
elected  teacher  at  $(.50  a day,  and  Miss  Patter- 
son at  $ i . 2 5 a day.  Nannie  Berry  was  employed  , 
as  teacher  in  1883,  and  L.  Waltz  in  1884.  In 
1 88 5,  Charles  Rhoda  was  elected  a member  of  ' 
the  board,  and  in  August  of  that  year.  Go  single 
seats  and  60  single  desks  were  ordered  for  the 
pupils.  In  1888,  T.  L.  Bult  was  elected  a mem-  ; 
her,  and  in  1889,  Joseph  Metzger.  In  the  latter 
year,  M rs.  Lathrop  was  employed  as  teacher  at 
S25  a month.  In  1890,  \V.  W.  Wilcox  and 

El  ias  Main  appear  as  new'  members,  and  in  ! 
1891.  O.  H.  Jones.  At  that  time  a building  i 
committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  plans  of  the 
W aterville  school  house,  but  this  being  imprac- 
ticable, E.  O.  Fallis  was  employed  to  furnish  1 
plans  and  superintend  the  building.  His  esti- 
mate of  cost  was  $7,500,  and  in  December, 
1891 , the  district  gave  59  votes  for  and  22  against 
the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  that  amount,  ; 
and  on  March  6,  1892.  the  bid  of  Spitzler  & Co. 
to  purchase  the  bonds  at  par,  and  $104,  was  ac- 
cepted. On  March  30,  the  bid  of  Bright  & 
Goodman,  $6,874.48,  for  building  was  accepted.  | 
On  January  16,  1893,  the  architect  notified  the 
directors  that  the  building  was  practically  com- 
pleted. Clay  Gaumer  and  Alice  Hughes  were 
employed  as  teachers  as  the  new  school  house 
was  dedicated.  W.  W.  Wilcox  has  been  presi-  | 
dent  of  the  board  since  1891,  and  Dr.  H.  Mann- 
hardt, secretary  since  1882.  ' 

The  present  school  building  of  the  village  was 
erected  in  1891-92,  at  a cost  of  o\-er  $10,000,  ' 
Of  185  children  enumerated,  only  seventy  are  l 
enrolled  as  pupils  of  the  common  school.  In 
April,  1895,  Madams  E.  W'orline,  C.  R.  Hop-  , 
kins  and  Nancy  Harbaugh  were  candidates  for  i 
nicrnbership  in  the  school-board;  but  Joseph 
Metzger,  John  Rudolph  and  A.  Wentz  defeated 
the  women,  although  twenty  female  voters  ap- 
peared at  the  polls.  In  1896,  H.  Mannhardt 
clerk),  G.  W.  Downs  1 treasurer),  Joseph  Metz- 
kcr.  Win.  Whlcox,  and  John  Rudolph  were 
elected  members  of  the  school  board. 

I.onis  Catholic  School  is  a voluntary  con- 
tribution of  a large  element  of  the  [leople,  who, 
h)r  conscience  sake,  subject  themselves  to  a : 
double  tax.  The  average  number  of  children  ^ 
•ittunding  this  school  is  about  sixty.  The  old 


fii'T 


frame  church  building  is  used  for  school  purposes. 

I'hc  German  Lutheran  School  is  conducted  on 
much  the  same  principle  as  the  St.  Louis  school, 
the  object  of  its  managers  being  to  inculcate  in 
the  minds  of  the  youth  their  duty  to  the  Goti 
wdiom  they  worship, , as- well  as  instruction  in  the 
secular  branches. 

St.  Louis'  Catholic  Church. — The  beginnings 
of  St.  Louis'  congregation  were  made  v.  lien  the 
first  Catholics  settled  in  Milton,  Weston  and  Lib- 
erty townships.  The  old  church  of  Wirtzburg. 
a mile  and  a ejuarter  northeast  of  the  present  cen- 
ter of  the  parish,  was  built  early  in  the  “sixties." 
Among  the  founders  w'ere  John  Wirtz,  John  Koch. 
Peter  Dlasius,  Xicklaus  Blasius,  Math.  Blasius, 
Joseph  Heinze,  Math.  Getzinger,  Math.  Maas, 
John  Schmitt,  John  McCarthy  (of  Weston  . .An- 
ton Louy,  Edward  Gilbert,  Fred  Gilbert,  Thomas 
Conoway  and  others.  At  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, the  founders  of  the  Wdrtzburg  Church  found 
a rival  enthusia,s’n  am.ong  the  Catholic  families 
living  farther  west  and  along  the  D.  X M.  railroad. 
These,  unwilling  to  have  the  parish  centered  so 
far  east,  resolved  also  to  build  a church.  The 
founders  of  the  St.  Louis'  Church,  in  Custar  then 
called  Lewisburg ) were  Henry  Louy,  his  sons 
John  and  Peter,  Joseph  Durliat,  Martin  Schill, 
Henry  Diehl,  Edward  Byrne,  Sebastian  Bishop, 
J.  Rochte,  Peter  Rechner,  M.  Breiteneicher, 
Peter  Maas  and  Peter  Koebel.  Both  churches 
were  completed  about  the  same  time,  and  both 
churches  were  dedicated  on  the  same  day.  by  Rt. 
Rev.  .Amadeus  Rappe.  In  i860  Father  Baur, 
then  pastor  of  .Alaurnee,  now  of  Fremont,  came, 
as  the  first  missionary,  to  attend  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  first  Catholic  settlers.  The  Holy 
Sacrifice  was  then  offered  up  in  a log  house  stand- 
ing on  the  present  AA'Tntz  farm.  .After  a com- 
paratively short  time  the  Wirtzburg  Church  was 
merged  into  the  St.  Louis'  Church.  Father  Ham- 
mon,  the  second  missionarv,  came  in  1863;  Fa- 
ther Griss,  in  1866;  and  Father  Reinhart  later. 
Subsequently  Revs.  Griss,  O'Keefe  and  Best 
offered  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass.  Father 
Doerner's  untiring  efforts  were  crowned  by  a par- 
sonage, as  also  a parochial  school.  Father 
Doerner,  at  present  at  Findlay,  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Joseph  Sproll,  and  he,  in  1885,  by  the 
present  pastern.  Rev.  Michael  A'ollmayer. 

The  congregation  had  been  content  uith  the 
old  building  until  1885.  nor  did  I'ather  A'ollmayer 
find  much  reason  for  encouragement ; for  tlie  rec- 
ords showed  a debt  of  about  $1,300.00.  b'acts. 
however,  soon  proved  that  his  coming  was  tlie 
signal  and  gu<irant_\  for  material,  as  well  as  spir- 
itual, progress.  The  reverend  father,  then  a 
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young  and  newly -ordained  priest,  soon  won,  by 
his  zeal  and  business  qualities,  the  unqualitied 
confidence  of  his  dock.  The  old  church  was  soon 
unable  to  seat  the  entire  congregation,  and  steps 
were  taken  to  enlarge  the  church.  Part  of  the. 
material  had  already  been  delivered,  when  a new 
brick  church  was  building  in  the  minds  of  all.  In 
1 889  the  corner-stone  of  the  church  was  placed 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Gilmour,  in  the  presence 
of  a large  concourse  of  people  of  all  denomina- 
tions. In  less  than  two  years,  the  church  was 
dedicated  by  Mgr.  Boff,  vicar-general  of  the  dio- 
cese. The  occasion  was  a memorable  one,  not 
alone  on  account"  of  the  material  achievement, 
but  also  for  the  vigorous  activity  which  the  occa- 
sion evoked.  Non-Catholics,  as  well  as  Catho- 
lics, joined  in  observing  the  day  as  one  for  spir- 
itual work.  When  the  church  was  finished,  all 
debts  were  paid,  both  old  and  new.  In  IDecem- 
ber,  1891,  three  bells  were  bought.  Tneir  first 
duty  was  to  ring  out  the  old  year  of  1891,  and  to 
ring  in  the  new  year  of  1S93.  In  1S92,  the 
church  was  furnished  with  three  altars,  made  by 
the  Pelzers,  of  Salem,  Ohio.  Statues  were  novv 
all  that  was  necessary  to  complete  the  furnish- 
ing of  the  sanctuary,  and  some  works  of  art 
were  purchased  by  the  congregation  in  1893. 
The  beautiful  church  building  is  47.x  106  feet, 
in  brick  with  stone  trimmings.  The  style  is 
plain  Gothic.  The  interior  decoration  is  the 
work  of  F.  X.  Hefele,  of  Cincinnati,  a graduate 
of  the  Academy  of  Painting,  in  Munich.  The 
rich  cathedral-glass  windows  are  gifts  from  the 
pastor,  his  brothers  and  tlie  congregation.  Fa- 
ther Vollmayer  and  Joseph  Durliat  are  the  donors 
of  the  sanctuary  windows.  The  donors  of  the 
other  windows  are;  Joseph  Engesser,  John  Voll- 
mayer, George  Rethinger,  Charles  Korta,  Peter 
Reichert,  Anton  Louy,  Joseph  Johann,  Peter 
Diem.  Anton  Mehnen,  Joseph  Meurer,  Peter 
Clemens,  Nicolaus  and  Mathias  Maas,  John  J. 
Vollmayer  and  George  J.  \"ollmayer.  The  four- 
teen Stations  of  the  Cross  are  paintings  from 
Switzerland,  and  are  a donation  of  John  Voll- 
mayer. The  cost  of  this  beautiful  church  ranges 
between  $12,000  and  $13,000,  exclusive  of  labor 
and  material  donated.  ft  is  an  imposing  monu- 
ment to  the  untiring  zeal  of  Father  \'ollrnayer, 
and  to  the  practical  faith  of  his  people. 

The  (icruian  Luthernn  Eva n<:;cii cal  Church 
was  incorporated  May  23,  1879,  and  elected 

John  Rudolph,  Theodore  Hcllmann  and  E. 
Pohle,  trustees.  A frame  house  of  worship  was 
erected,  in  1874,  in  the  northern  p.art  of  the  vil- 
lage. Rev.  W.  Hecke  the  present  pastor,  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Hueter,  in  1894,  Messrs.  S.  Kust- 


I hardt  preceding  the  latter,  and  Th.  Meier  pre- 
I ceding  him.  The  societ)'  was  organized  P'ebru- 
ary  2,  1873,  with  Th.  Meier.  D.  Scheuren,  F. 
Koch,  A.  Wentz,  C.  Ohlrich,  T.  Heltman,  G. 
-Lechuer,  F.  Bockhahn,  J.  Kroeger,  A^^  Koch, 
F.  Rudolph,  J.  Nickels  and  E.  Pohle,  miembers. 
William  Hecke  is  the  present  clerk,  and  the  num- 
ber of  members  in  june,  1S95,  the 

records  of  the  Church  at  Perrysburg,  the  organ- 
ization of  a German-Lutheran  class  at  this  point, 
in  1 866,  is  credited  to  Rev.  C.  F.  Kaeding. 

The  United  Brethren  Society  signed  articles 
of  incorporation,  April  17,  1884,  with  George 
France,  president;  J.  W.  Eastman,  Marion  Cox, 
O.  H.  Jones,  Orlando  Ferrell,  George  H.  De- 
pew and  William  Houtz,  members.  Steps  were 
at  once  taken  to  erect  a house  of  worship,  and 
the  present  brick  building,  on  Superior  street, 
resulted.  Rev.  H.  Doty  organized  this  society 
i in  1880.  Following  him  came  Messrs  Eastman, 

I Leonard,  Hill,  French,  Hofaker,  Fisher,  and 
the  present  pastor.  Rev.  M.  Lanker,  of  Grand 
; Rapids.  The  trustees  are  George  France,  Geo. 

; Depew,  O.  Ferrell,  M.  Cox,  W.  Barber  and  J. 
i Berry,  with  William  Wilcox,  president  of  the 
, board  of  trustees,  and  E.  C.  Main,  clerk.  The 
i church  building  was  erected  in  1884  at  a cost  of 
I $2,200.  There  were  seventy-five  members  re- 
i ported  in  June,  1895. 

Pleasant  rie:e  Church,  of  the  E\  angelical 
I Association,  was  incorporated  Januar}'  3,  1890. 

^ It  is  a township  rather  than  a \ illage  society. 

I Day  Post,  Xo.  yjj,  G.  A.  R.,  was  m.ustered 
' in  May  4,  1S92,  with  si.\teen  members,  namel}". 
O.  H.  Jones,  W.  L.  Yerk,  B.  B.  Richardson,  S. 
R.  Salsbury,  John  Hurley.  Jacob  J.  Strohl,  W. 
Wilcox,  George  Shaffer,  Edward  France,  M. 
WMrline,  James  P.  Smith.  C.  V.  Woodruff,  Eu- 
gene Bowry,  Peter  V.  Woodruff,  Samuel  H. 

, Main  and  Lorenzo  Myers.  Of  the  number,  S. 

, H.  Main  is  deceased.  The  cemmanders  of  the 
I Post  have  been  George  Shaffer.  John  Lance,  and 
John  Kistner.  The  Post  was  named  in  honor  of 
Gen.  Day,  of  Bowling  Green.  The  adjutants 
were  S.  H.  Main,  1892;  John  J.  Strohl,  1893: 
W.  L.  Yerk,  1894,  refused  to  cjualify,  when  B. 
B.  Richardson,  the  present  adjutant,  was  ap- 
pointed. The  number  of  members  in  June.  1895, 

I was  twenty- two. 

CiKta'-  I.odyi , Xo.  6v^  K.  of  /’. , was  char- 
tered January  24,  1893,  with  thc  following  incm- 
; hers:  B.  A.  Lebay,  J.  C.  Johnston,  J.  Strohl. 

Joseph  McLaughlin.  S.  (ireeley,  1'.  j.  Lebay,  C. 

: Bortel,  C»eo.  Wither,  L.  M.  Willi;vrns,  f.  I'uid^, 

I Geo.  McC.fonnell,  J.  C..  H.irbaugh,  John  Cox. 
i Jolm  Lehman,  C»eo.  Wilce,  Milton  Da\is,  John 
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J.  Kistner,  O.  H.  Jones,  f.  Lehman,  H.  Mann- 

iKirdt,  E.  A.  Hili,  G.  W.  Downs,  W,  W.  Leben-  - 

worth,  E.  H.  Spoors,  P.  H.  Erance,  John  Ells-  ' 

worth,  Clay  Gaurner,  R.  O.  Keeler,  S.  O.  Fel- 

stccl,  L.  J.  Meyers,  B.  B.  Richardson,  C.  G. 

Thurstin,  S.  L.  Salsbury,  Orlando  Ferrell,  W.  | 
\\\  Ellsworth,  Henry  Hewett,  Lewis  Cretzinger, 
T.  L.  Butts,  G.  R.  Oblinger,  Geo.  Bickrnyer,  S.  ; 

K.  Salsbury,  John  C.  F.  Wansitler,  Israel  Frank,  | 
Jacob  Huffman,  M.  Fairbank,  Geo,  Voegle,  ' 
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Horace  StifHer,  L.  A.  Lathrop  and  Frank  Much- 
ell.  L.  J.  Myers  war  installed  as  past  chan- 
cellor; J,  B,  Smith  as  C.  C.,  and  Joseph  Lehman 
as  keeper  of  records  and  seals.  Sidney  Greeley, 
George  Bickrnyer,  B.  B.  Richardson  and  P.  fl. 
P"rance  have  filled  the  chancellor’s  chair,  with 
John  Ellsworth,  keeper  of  records  and  seals. 
There  were  forty-nine  members  in  June,  1895. 

The  population  of  the  township  and  its  vil- 
lages is  given  in  the  chapter  on  statistics. 


CHAPTER  > 


MONTGOMERY  TOWNSHIP. 


PariAMBi.E  — Oin  axd  Oil  Wells  — Si'kvev  — Establishment  of  Toivxsiiip  — Tn ans.xctioxs — 
Towxsuip  Officiai.s — Pioneers — First  Resident  Land  Duyers — I\Iex  of  It'll'.J — Early 
Postal  Facilities- — The  Morgan  School  — First  Orchard  — Rovai.tox  — Township 
Churches — Common  Schools — Log-IMill — Oitier  Mills;  Freeport,  or  Prairie  Depot — 
Bradner- — Risings  UN — Village  Governments — Pio.neers — Surveys  — Mills — Schools — 
Crurches — Cemeteries — Societies,  Etc. 


The  villages  and  oil  fields  of  this  division 
of  Wood  county  would  lead  the  traveler 
to  believe  that  it  is  an  urban,  rather  than 
a predial,  territory.  The  busy  towns  of 
Freeport,  Bradner  and  Risingsun,  the  wooden 
tov/ers  or  derricks,  the  engine-houses,  tanks  and 
sawmills  aid  the  delusion  so  thoroughly,  that 
nothing  less  than  a tour  of  the  township  can 
dispel  it. 

Well  cultivated  farms,  substantial  buildings, 
and  stock  farms  are  numerous.  A half  mile 
south  of  Bradner  is  the  FZdmonds  Brothers' 
skunk  farm.  Established  in  1893,  the  owners 
had  gathered  about  1,400  animals  by  the  close 
of  1895. 

Over  a thousand  feet  below  its  surface  an 
ocean  of  petroleum  exists,  while  limestone,  for 
burning  and  building  purposes,  is  abundant.  In 
the  chapter  on  the  oil  and  gas  fields,  reference  is 
uiade  to  the  exfilorations  for  oil  here  in  1S65  or 
>866,  and  to  the  Bradner  well  of  18S5.  In  1886, 
John  Fuller  and  Charles  Villwock,  on  the  latter's 
hind,  some  three  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
hreeport,  drilled  two  wells,  one  [iroving  a fair 
gas  well,  and  the  other  a similar  oil  well.  The 
g-'is  was  piped  to  I'reeport,  and  used.  Later  the 
town  of  b'reeport  drilled  for  gas,  but  got  oil  in- 
stead. These  were  early  efforts  of  the  Freeport 
J'C’Gple  in  the  gas  and  oil  line,  that  were  rewarded. 


’ The  Lesher,  Angus  and  Horton  wells.  Nos.  1 and 
2,  drilled  in  September,  i S90,  were  among  the 
first  great  wells  of  the  Freeport  field- — No.  2 
making  300  barrels  in  twelve  hours,  and  yer  pro- 
ducing. A.  Lesher,  now  of  the  hotel  at  Free- 
I port,  had  associated  with  him  Mr.  White,  and 
these  \vells  w'ere  drilled  on  the  W.  King  farm. 

: not  far  from  the  depot.  The  Hamilton  N Holi- 
i day  well,  north  of  town,  drilled  in  the  spring  of 
; 1891,  made  a tank  a day,  for  over  a year,  and  is 
; yet  producing.  Dr.  Palmer's  well,  a half  mile 
north  of  FYeeport,  was  also  a tank-a-day  well, 

1 which,  like  the  Hamilton,  yielded  largely  for  a 

■ year.  The  Sage  well  was  another  large  producer, 
while  hundreds  of  other  wells  in  Montgomery 

■ make  it  one  of  the  great  fields  in  Ohio  to-da_\’. 

The  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  was  made  in 
I 1819.  and  of  the  sectional  lines  in  1821.  Eleven 
years  later  the  pioneers  appeared  in  the  forest. 
In  1840,  there  were  609  inhabitants;  in  1850  — 
922;  and  in  i860 — >.575-  During  the  ensuing 
decade  there  was  only  an  increase  of  sixty-one 
: souls  reported,  but,  by  1880,  the  population  was 
increased  to  2, 2S3 . The  number  of  inhabitants 
in  1 890  was  2,856. 

The  establishment  of  this  township  dates  back 
to  December  i,  1834,  when  the  torritor_\'  now 
know  n as  Montgomery  was  set  off  from  Perry,  and 
I named,  on  the  suggestion  of  John  Kel'y,  in 
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honor  of  that  gallant  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
who  fell  in  the  assault  on  Quebec,  December  31, 
1775.  The  first  election,  which  followed,  in 
1835,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Michael  Mogle, 
Guy  Morgan  and  Abraham  Logan  for  trustees, 
Michael  Brackley,  clerk;  John  Shuman,  treasurer; 
John  Bade}-,  Jonas  Carter  and  Justus  Stearns, 
fence-viewers;  Guy  Morgan  and  Asa  Adams, 
supervisors;  and  Harlow  Hill  and  Charles  Smith, 
overseers  of  the  poor.  johnA.  Kelly  and  Guy 
Morgan  were  elected  justice  of  the  peace  June  6, 
1835;  Michael  Mogle,  Abraham  Logan  and  Jonas 
Carter  being  judges,  with  Michael  Brackley  and 
John  G.  Willard,  clerks  of  election;  Guy  ^^organ 
and  John  A.  Kelly,  received  thirteen  votes  each, 
one  elector  refusing  to  cast  a ballot  for  one  of 
the  candidates.  The  list  of  voters  contains  four- 
teen names-  Griswold  Morgan,  John  Shuman, 
Jr.,  Charles  Smith,  Anthony  Brackley,  Abraham 
Logan,  Michael  Mogle,  Jonas  Carter,  Guy  Mor- 
gan ,^whn  did  not  vote  for  himself),  Mirhael 
Brackley,  John  G.  Willard,  John  Shuman,  Sr., 
George  Adams,  John  A.  Kelly  and  Justus 
Stearns.  Mr.  Kelly  cast  his  vote  for  Morgan, 
but  not  for  himself. 

'Jrausactious. — At  the  first  meeting  of  trus- 
tees, they  divided  the  township  into  two  road  dis- 
tricts, and  in  the  following  year  they  divided  it 
into  two  school  districts.  At  the  first  settlement 
of  trustees  in  the  \ear  1837,  Guy  Morgan,  super- 
visor, made  returns  of  the  labor  performed  on 
the  roads.  Almiron  Rollins,  supervisor  of  Dis- 
trict No.  2,  presented  his  list  on  which  there  ap- 
pears a deficit  of  eight  days'  labor,  for  which  he 
gave  his  note  for  six  dollars,  payable  to  the 
trustees. 

The  first  payment  for  official  services  was  a 
trifling  sum  to  Constable  George  W.  Adams,  for 
serving  notice  on  W'llliam  Harnbleton  to  leave 
the  tovvuiship.  The  Malthusian  idea  then  pre- 
vailed, and  as  William  appeared  to  be  on  the  eve 
6{  becoming  a charge  on  the  people,  he  was 
driven  out  according  to  law.  The  traveling  fees 
of  the  constable  were  certified  at  fifteen  cents, 
and  the  fees  for  ser\  ing  notice,  twenty  cents.  In 
1853  the  trustees  adopted  the  temperance  ordi- 
nance, making  the  fine  for  selling  intoxicants  $10 
for  each  offense.  At  the  same  time  they  permit- 
ted the  sale  of  liquor  for  medicinal  purposes;  but 
prescribed  a fine  of  $25  against  the  dealer  who 
should  knowingly  sell  it  for  any  other  purpose,  or 
against  him  who  would  dis[)ose  of  impure  licpior. 
In  April,  1889,  the  following  levies  were  author- 
ized; Nine-tetiths  of  a mill  for  soldiers'  monu- 
ment; one-half  mill  for  roads;  one-tenth  mill  for 
the  poor;  two-tenths  for  bridges;  and  eight- 


tenths  .for  general  expense,  on  a total  value  of 
' $877,430. 

TOWNSHIP  OFl-lCI.\LS 

Trnstci's. — The  trustees’  journal,  from  i8^^; 
to  recent  times,  is  gone,  like  the  records  of 
many  of  the  townships.  From  documents  iu 
Auditor  Gaghan's  office,  and  other  authentic 
sources,  the  following  names  were  obtained; 

: I800 — Mich'acl  Mogle,  .-Vbraham  Logan,  (fuy  Morgan  aaii 
I John  A.  Kelley,  rCe  Logan. 

I80R  John  G.  Willard,  Theodore  tL  Frisbie,  Guy  .Morgan. 

1887  .Michael  W alters,  Jacob  Kinnanian,  C7uy  .Nlorgan. 

188s  1844  (inclusive,  no  record  or  document.) 

L'45  — Buckley  .Spink,  Asa  .\danis,  Mich.ael  Waiters. 
lS4tF48  (inclusive,  no  record  or  document.) 

1S48  Buckley  Spink,  W’ilson  Holcomb, -John  t’osburg. 

: ly.aO  —Thomas  S.  Carman,  Wilson  Holcoivib.  J(.)hn  \'osburg, 

I 18’il  Michael  Walters,  Hiram  Brakeman  (no  record). 

1852 — Henry  Buchtel,  William  Cha.pman  (no  record'. 

; 1858-54  -Henry  Buchtel,  .\.  Bair,  Jolin  .Adams. 

1855  -P-  W.  Hathaway,  WL  Huffman,  Henry  Buchtel. 

i 185R-57 — Henry  Buclitel,  G.  W.  .Adams,  P.  \V.  Hathaway. 

1858  G.  B.  Hedge,  G.  \V’.  .-Vdams,  J.  B.  Locklsait. 

, 1851)  G.  B.  Hedge,  G.  W.  .Ad.ams,  J.  B.  Lockhart. 

■ I8R0  — Hiram  Hrakem.m,  G.  W.  .Adams,  j.  B.  Lockliart. 
18(11— P.  W.  H.ithaway,  G.  W.  .Adams,  J.  B.  Lockhart. 

18t>2  John  llair.  lohn  Long.  K.  Oniisby. 

18tV8— William  McCormick,  A.  Hyter,  0.  L.  Hoiles. 

18h4 — F.  ( irnishy.  .V.  Hvter,  C.  F.  Hoile.s. 

18*15 — W.  R.  \’.in  \’oorhis,  J.  W’.  Lawhead,  rhomas  Brown. 
18(17--Michael  Bonlner.  Jacob  Stahl,  John  Reed, 
istv.j  — lames  Caskie,  Wilham  Ldtier.  S.  Morgan. 

]87U  — james  Caskie,  G.  H.  I'Av.sel,  William  Filler. 

1871  james  Caskie,  G.  H.  Feasel.  Thomas  Brown. 

\ 1872  H.  C.  Bacon,  G.  Bieriy,  Andrew  Feeble-;. 

1878  E/ekiel  Rice,  G.  Bieriy.  .A.  J.  F'oster. 

1874-  - Charles  Jacobs,  .A.  J.  Bates,  St.inley  Morgan. 

1875  Conrad  Shetler,  W.  Brown.  Stanley  Morgan. 

187*)  Conrad  Sherler,  W,  Brown.  .Stanley  Morgan 
! 1877 — Conrad  Shefler,  W.  H.  Kiger,  Nelson  Wolcott. 

1878 — Stanley  Morgan,  B.  B.  Holies,  .Abraham  Shoe. 

187'.)  R.  W.  Kelly,  D.  Knisely,  Conrail  Shefler. 

188)1-  D.  Knisely,  W.  Beterson.  G.  Shefler. 

1 1881  B.  B.  Hoiles,  h).  Diver,  D.  Knisely. 

I 1882  L W.  Ctirter,  H.  N'.  \Lin  X’oorhis,  I).  Kniseh'. 

1888  J.  W.  Carter,  .A.  Hyter.  U.  .\.  Diver. 

1884  |.  R.  Vtineise,  H.  N.  \'an  \’oorhis,  .A.  Hyter, 

1885-  ].  R.  X'aneise,  H.  X.  \’an  X’oorhis,  W.  1\  . Long. 

188h — James  Ctiskie,  Conrad  Shetler,  W.  W.  Long. 

In  1887  A.  A.  Stump  was  electetl;  in  i8s8. 
Frank  M.  Heminger;  and  in  1889,  Wdliam  H. 
Bates.  The  three  trustees  named  served  untd 
April,  1893,  when  F.  Fairbank  was  elected,  :'ic2 
Stump.  (i.  M.  Palmer  was  electetl  in  1S94.  and 
' C.  F.  Wollam  in  1895.  The  trustees  in  1890 
' were  George  M.  Palmer.  F.  Fairbank  and  C.  F 
I Wollam. 

■ [iistici's. — The  justices  elected  were  Gu> 
Morgan  and  John  Kelly,  who  opuilifiod  in  De- 

1 cemlier,  1835;  Guy  Morgan.  1838  41;  M'chacl 
. Brackley,  1858;  \Vilson  Holcomb,  1839;  T.  F> 
Frisbie,  1842  to  1848;  John  A.  Kelly,  1842  t-’ 
i858;\\F  R.  Bryant,  1850  53;  Samuel  F-acc'U. 

1856  to  1862;  F/ra  Morgan,  1857;  J.  S.  Stmn- 
ton,  1859  62 ; Jonathan  Stanton.  1 85V);  James  I' 
Chilcote,  1865,  ICdwin  R.  Sage,  1865  to  1874: 
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\iOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


I'jfJ.erick  Bowers,  1868;  G.  B.  Hedge,  186S: 
riiuinas  Brown,  1871;  Elisha  Biggerstaff,  1874; 
S.  A.  Angus,  1877;  John  \V.  Pdessiiig,  1877,  re- 
signed in  1878;  M.  C.  Mowen,  1878;  Charles  J. 
Sage,  1880-83;].  Haskel,  1 88  l ; John  Edmonds, 
1884-87;  W.  S.  Sutliff,  1885-8S;  Stephen  A.  | 
.Angus,  1886  and  1895;  O-  Hiver,  1889; 
George  C.  Shetler,  1891;  Jonathan  E.  Ladd, 
1890-93;  Joseph  Goudy,  1890,  resigned  in  1891; 
0.snian  A.  Diver,  1S92;  M.  C.  Mowen,  1894;  S. 

A.  .Angus,  1S95;  A,  A.  Stump,  1S96. 

Clerks. — The  office  of  township  clerk  has  been 
filled  by  the  following-named  citizens:  Michael 

Brackley,  1835;  T.  G.  Frisbie,  1839-4S;  Arm^ld 
.A.  Moon,  1848;  A.  Lansdale,  1851;  S.  A'ant, 
1856;  T.  G.  Frisbie,  1857;  C.  A\’.  Marvin,  185S; 

Lansdale,  1859;  El.  R.  Sage,  i860;  A.  A. 
Jellison,  1862;].  B.  Lockhart,  i S63 ; James  Lin- 
coln, 1864;  L.  F.  Chilcote,  1865;  James  T. 
A'ant,  1867;  T.  G.  I'risbie,  1869;  J.  B.  Lock- 
hart, 'S70,  S.  A.  Angu-^,  1874;  L.  Edgar,  1076, 
\V.  Hamilton,  1877;  L.  Edgar,  1878;  J.  B. 
Lockhart,  1879;  C.J.  Sage,  1880;  C.  Yost,  1883; 
George  M.  Palmer,  1884;  O.  X.  Bryant,  1887; 
Eugene  West,  1890;  and  .A.  F.  Basey,  appointed 
September,  1S92;  Charles  S.  Sage,  elected  in 
1894,  was  re-elected  in  1896. 

Treasurers. — The  treasurer’s  office  was  first 
held  by  John  Shuman,  elected  in  1835.  He  was 
followed  by  Michael  Walters,  1836;  Henry  Buch- 
tel,  1837;  Adams,  in  1840;  John  D.  Bailey 
held  the  office  down  to  i845;W.  Holcomb,  1S43; 
and  E.  R.  Sage,  1849-59.  The  records  are 
wanting  from  i860  to  1874.  Since  1875  fol- 
lowing named  have  filled  the  office:  S.  E.  Til- 

ton, 1875;  Milton  Asliley,  1S76;  S.  A.  Angus, 
1877;  W.  Hamilton,  1880;  H.  L.  Hathaway, 
1882;  S.  J.  Dern,  1887;  O.  A.  Diver,  1894;  H. 
I-.  ffathaway,  1895-96. 

Assessors.- — .Among  the  first  assessors  were 
Thomas  J.  Carman,  elected  in  1842,  and  John 
Stephens,  in  1844.  In  1895,  J.  W.  Coy,  J.  W. 
Huffman  and  Charles  Sheffier  were  elected  asses- 
•"^ors.  In  1896,  John  Harman,  Daniel  Stahl  and 
Adam  Klotz  were  elected  to  that  office. 

i-oistables.  — \w  1896,  the  constables  were 
Robert  Etlgar,  H.  B.  Bierly  and  William  Black- 
man. 

Se/iool  Ph-ee(ors.  - \n  1896,  the  school  direct- 
ors were  George  K.  Daily.  Henry  Wensel,  WTll- 
'•^on  II.  Kiger,  Daniel  Knisely,  Xoah  Rinebolt. 
and  George  H.  Feasel. 


Tiourers. — John  .A.  Kelly  was  the  first  settler 
‘d  Montgomery.  He  landed  on  his  homestead 


on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1832.  Mrs.  Emily  P, 
Carter,  writing  in  1886  on  this  subject,  said: 

Ke  bro'.iclit  with  him  a man  n.ime.il  Henry  Sapp,  tolwip 
dig  a well  and  cut  timber  tor  the  house-  a double  round-log 
cabin  with  a tire  [dace  in  each  end  made  of  clay  mud  and 
Sticks  -.-mud  stuck  togetiier  or  held  together  will;  grass.  Sajiji 
worked  for  him  forty  days,  and  Kelly  deeded  him  fort\  acr.'s 
of  land  in  [layment  thereof-  -an  acre  for  each  dav's  work. 
The  same  land  Re.ison  Kelly  lias  .since  bought  and  paid.  SUil 
per  acre  for  it.  It  is  now  the  liome  of  Cyrus  Kelly,  grand- 
son of  John  A.  Kelly.  The  pioneer  went  eighteen  miles, 
and  got  fourteen  men  to  come  and  help  him  raise  the  iogs 
for  the  cabin.  'I'hey  came  in  the  morning  of  one  da\'.  and  re- 
mained until,  the  next  .d'ternoon.  .Almost  the  first  tiling  thev 
undertook  to  do  was  to  dig  a well.  Thev  dug  fourteen  feet 
.and  struck  hard-ji.in;  after  that  they  could  onl\  dig  si.x 
inches  a tlay,  but  they  persei  ered  until  the  well  was  uientv- 
! fi\’e  feet  dee;),  wlien  they  came  to  the  rock,  anil  in  this  wet, 
j suani'py  Country  got  only  a meagiar  sup]iiy  of  waiter.  Tlie 
first  meetings  held  in  the  township  were  lu-ld  in  Kellv’.s 
house  by  Revs.  Dresser  and  tl.irlow  flilL  Joseph  .\sbaugh. 

1 an  early  settler,  found  a bee  tree.  ;ind,  its  w .is  the  custoni, 
proceeded  to  cat  it  down.  When  it  fell  lie  discovered  it  con- 
tained a swarm  of  bees,  two  coons  r.nd  three  bears — a prolihc 
tree  and  verily  ‘‘a  ha|)pv  ftmiily,"  which  it  seemed  a great 
i putv  to  disturb--bnt  lie  captured  the  honey,  the  coons  and 
! iUit:  laear,  (.jame  o*  all  kin.Ls  wa.s  [.Kritv,  ar,.',  fsli  .so  abnnd- 
I ant  that  when  Kelly  wais  coming  l-.ere.  as  he  rode  through 
; the  east  branch  of  the  Fort.ige  river,  his  horse  step[>ed  on 
|_and  killed  several  large  [lickerel.  The  Iralians  tcoiild  fre- 
■ ([uently  come  to  eat,  and  would  |iay  .it  the  rate  of  a shilling 
a meal.  One  day  several  came  .ind  sat  down  to  eat  wliiie 
Mrs.  Kelly  fried  corn-fritters.  They  always  ate  hearty:  but 
this  day  they  seemed  r.ivenous,  for  the  cakes  disap[ie.u'eil  by 
the  pan  full.  .She  mixed  .mother  mess,  bi.it  still  the  Indians 
I did  not  afipetir  satisheil,  and  the  mystery  was  only  solved 
whem  she  discovered  fiy  the  grease  drijiping  down  onto  the 
floor  that  one  of  the  S(|uaws  had  a large  quantity  stowed 
I awav  in  the  folds  of  her  bkm.ket. 

The  marriage  of  John  .Sliiiman  and  Catharine  Hrackley 
is  said  to  have  been  the  first  event  of  that  kind  in  the  town- 
shij). 

In  Harlow  Hill's  reininisceuces  of  his  coming 
here  in  1832,  he  speaks  of  his  three-months’ 
stay  in  Seneca  county;  of  diaries  i^ODter’s  little 
store  at  Fostoria;  of  McCormick’s  cabin,  and  of 
i his  reception  by  John  A.  Kelly  in  October  of 
, that  year.  In  January,  1833,  he  built  his  cabin; 
in  March,  Morgan  located  a mile  and  a half  south; 
then  came  Michael  Brackley,  to  a point  a half 
mile  northward;  ami  then,  Charles  Smith.  Abra- 
ham Shoe  began  work  on  his  cabin  .April  21,  1835. 
About  the  same  time,  the  l.)ivers  came,  while,  on 
, the  site  of  Bradner,  I'reeport,  Rochester.  Ro\  al- 
; ton  and  other  villages,  the  pioneers,  referred  to 
in  the  history  of  such  villages,  made  their  homes. 

.A.  McBurney,  the  first  white  man  who  died 
in  this  township,  came  from  Irelaiul  in  1775  to 
aid  the  Revolutionists,  and  served  in  the  t'onti- 
ncntal  army  to  the  close  of  the  war.  .A.  J. 
Brooks  believes  that  the  oki  soldier  liied  in  1837. 

Michael  Mogle's  wife,  the  first  woman  who 
died  within  tlie  town-ihip  lines,  was  hnri<  d n-.ar 
McBurney,  on  Giiestnut  Ridge. 

Rodney  Beets  was  tlie  lirst  Disciple  preacher; 
hut  Moses  Bonham  was  tlie  first  to  organize  a 
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class  of  that  denomination  here.  In  1840,  the 
Methodists  held  their  first  quarterly  meeting  in 
Frisbie’s  gristmill,  at  Freeport. 

First  Resident  Land  Buyers. — The  iollo\^■ing 
names,  descriptions  and  dates  are  taken  from  the 
transcript  of  original  entries,  to  show  the  order 
in  which  the  pioneers  made  their  purchases  from 
the  United  States; 

David  llanline,  E.  X.  E.  ‘+  S.  1,  April  7,  ISiU. 

John  Hamilton,  S.  \V.  S.  E.  S.  2,  .May  11,  l7i'15. 

John  .Stephens,  pt.  of  S.  E.  S.  2,  Xov.  lU,  iST>. 

G.  H.  Hathaway,  S.  W.  X S.  2,  Dec.  19,  U-L. 

John  .Seidel,  S.  S.  W.  S.  4,  April  1,  18o(i. 

Jesse  Stone,  X.  \V.  S.  i>,  .April  5,  188(5. 

Ale.x.  AlcConnell,  S.  W.  \.  E.  -S.  8,  ta.xed  in  1853. 

Gu)-  Morgan,  E.  S.  E.  S.  5,  Oct.  3(1,  183;i. 

Erancis  Smith,  E.  X.  \V.  S.  o,  Xov.  (5,  18.‘>j, 

Daniel  Hemminger,  S.  \\'.  X.  \V.  S.  5,  .May  6,  1837. 

John  P.  Bradner,  pt.  S.  E.  ‘7  S.  (5,  Xov.  1(5,  1837. 

Reuben  Bicrly,  S.  \V.  of  S.  W.  S.  (5,  Xov.  23,  1838. 

Philip  Shrover,  X.  E.  '4  .S.  7,  ta.xed  in  18-54. 

Harlow  Hill,  W.  S.  E.  S.  8.  Oct.  12,  1833. 

Anthony  Brackley,  E.  X.  E.  S.  8,  Xov.  2(J,  1833. 

Philip  Sift'ert,  S.  E.  of  S.  10,  Seja.  IG,  183;.l. 

Michael  Bordner,  pts.  .S.  W.  aii'l  X.  \V.  '{  S.  10,  Jan.  11, 
1836. 

David  Hanline,  X.  S.  E.  S.  11,  Aug.  17,  1833. 

Simeon  and  Dan.  Edmonds,  W.  of  X.  E.  and  X.  \V.  S.  12, 
Xov.  16,  183;3, 

Henry  Myers,  W.  S.  E.  S.  12,  July  5,  1834. 

Henry  Myers,  X.  E.  S.  13,  Sept.  13,  18;>3. 

Michael  .Slogle,  Jr.,  X.  X.  \V.  S.  14,  June  27,  1833. 

Nathan  Wiglitman,  S.  S.  E.  S.  14,  Dec.  12,  18;33. 

Seth  B.  Frisbie,  pt.  X.  \V.  S.  14,  June  8,  1835. 

David  Mogle,  X.  E.  S.  15,  June  27,  1833. 

Henrv  Buchtel,  pt.  X.  \\b  .S.  15,  Sept.  16,  1833. 

John  Cl.  Willard,  S.  S.  W.  S.  17,  June  20, 

Alex.  McCurdy,  E.  X.  E.  S.  17,  /\ug.  8,  1836. 

Jonas  Carter,  S.  E.  S.  20,  Sept.  2,  1834. 

John  McGill.  S.  E.  S.  E.  S.  21,  Xov.  8.  183(5. 

John  Graham,  pt.  S.  W.  .S.  22,  May  3i>,  1835  (died  in  1848). 
George  W.  Dunn,  E.  X.  E.  S.  28,  Xov.  17,  1835. 

Silas  Hufford,  X.  W.  S.  2u,  Sejit.  Bl,  1832. 

John  J.  Bowman,  S.  E.  X.  E.  S.  29,  June  1'.',  1835. 

Henry  Sapp,  S.  E.  .S.  W.  S.  3(1,  May  (>,  18-33. 

Abraham  Logan,  [it.  ,S.  \V.  'J  .S.  3(i,  Se[it.  6,  183;>. 

Joseph  Ansbaugh,  E.  S.  E S.  3(),  A[iril  lf(,  1833. 

John  A.  Kellv,  S.  E.  S.  32,  .Mav  28,  1832. 

Michael  Keith,  X.  E.  S.  E.  S.  34,  Mar.  16,  1836. 

Abraham  Shoe,  pts.  X.  \V'.  and  S.  \\  . S.  34,  May  26,  18;35. 
Jacob  Baer,  X.  W.  .S.  \V.  .S.  36,  April  11,  183(i. 

Benjamin  Wollam,  X.  X.  W.  S.  36,  Oct.  25,  1833. 

J/en  of  iSyg. — There  were  lodmale  inhabit- 
ants, aged  twenty-one  years  or  over,  in  the  town- 
ship in  1839.  They,  with  their  relatives  formed 
the  first  circle  of  pioneers,  and  for  this  reason 
their  names  are  given  here.  John  Ash,  Joseph 
Ansbangh,  Asa  Adams,  George  Adams,  John 
Adams,  David  Adams  (2d),  Ale.xander  Adams, 
David  Adams,  Thomas  Adams,  Peter  Becker. 
Henry  Buchtel,  George  Bnchtei,  Michael  Bord- 
ner, Micliael  P>rackley,  Anthony  Bracklej’,  John 
I).  Bailey,  William  f>aker,  Jacob  Baker,  .\.i)rahani 
Becker,  Samuel  Biggerstaft,  John  Brooks,  .-Viva 
fJnrgcss,  William  Burgess,  Jac-'b  Bonawittz. 
Jacob  Burns,  Reuben  Bierl}’,  David  Bierly, 
George  Craig,  John  Craig,  Jonas  Carter,  Thomas 


Carman,  William  Co.\,  William  Cary.  David 
I Caldwell,  Malhcn  Dunkei,  'Fhoinas  Davis,  David 
! Earnest,  Daniel  Edmonds,  Seth  B.  i'risbie, 

I Theodore  G.  Frisbie,  Robert  Dake,  John  Grav- 
I ham,  John  Donaldson,  Jacob  Karsh,  Daniel 
i Heminger,  Harlow  Hill,  Elam  Henry,  David 
i Hanline,  Samuel  Hanline,.  David  Hanline,  Jr., 

! Tobias  Hanlin(5,  Michael  Hanline,  Wilson  Hol- 
j comb,  Henry  Harsh,  George  Keefer,  John  Kyser. 
i Samuel  Matthews,  Lyman  Matthews,  Guy  Mor- 
; gan,  Griswold  ?vIorgan,  David  Mocktei,  John  Mc- 
Dowel,  John  Ostrander,  Benjamin  Ostrander, 
James  Martin,  Caleb  Penn,  Jacob  Rickeiprot, 
Abraham  Shoe,  Frederick  Shoe,  Jacob  Shoe, 
David  Stevenson.  John  Stevens,  Justus  Stearns. 
John  Shaner,  John  Shuman,  John  Shuman,  Jr.. 
Charles  Smith,  George  Sm.ith,  Buckley  Spink, 
Christian  Smith,  Daniel  .Shwab,  Godfrey  .Srahl, 
John  Seymour,  George  Squires,  Matthew  Stump, 
Almiron  Rollins,  John  Rombler,  Loyd  Rombler, 

I Benjamin  Scott,  John  Richards.  Benjamin  Woll- 
am, .Archibald  Wollam,  John  Vesburg,  E.  B. 
Gould,  Jacob  Kinnainan.  Leonard  Jackson,  Ab- 
ner Smith,  John  Fritcher,  Jacob  Gilbert,  Beng 
Keller,  James  Andrews,  Adam  Shroyer,  Michael 
Walters,  Joseph  Walters,  Emanuel  Walters, 
j and  Osman  Diver. 

I Early  Postal  Faeilities. — The  hrst  post  office 
i was  at  Montgomery  Cross  Roads,  with  Guy  Mor- 
j gan,  postmaster.  Tiie  route  wasfrom  Ferrysburg 
j to  Buevrus.  Later  a route  was  established  from 
! P'rement,  connecting  with  the  one  at  the  Cross 
j Roads,  and  having  an  office  at  Freeport.  Ezra 
! Morgan  was  postmaster  in  1849,  and  G.  B. 

! 'Hedge  in  later  years.  John  Baer  carried  the 
I mail  from  1835  until  1839,  He  was  a boy  of 
sixteen  then.  It  usually  required  four  days  to  go 
from  Bucyrus  to  Perrysburg. 

The  hhorgan  Sehaol. — Mr.s.  k^iver,  when  a 
girl,  taught  school  in  the  Morgan  school  house,  a 
little  log  cabin  about  twelve  feet  square.  .At  one 
end  a mud  and  stick  fire  place;  around  the  other 
three  sides  pegs  about  two  feet  long  were  driven 
into  a row  of  logs  some  three  feet  from  the  floor. 
On  these  pegs  were  fastened  slabs,  which  formed 
i the  desks;  in  front  of  the  desks  stood  bencbics. 

] three  in  number,  one  for  each  side.  The  teach- 
er's home  was  seven  miles  south  of  Bucyrus.  and 
when  she  came  to  teach  she  came  on  horseback. 

! in  one  day.  in  company  with  the  mail  earner. 

; wlio  also  came  on  horseback.  She  afterward 
( made  th.e  trip  alone,  and  would  ride  tor  miie.s 
witliout  seeing  a luiman  being. 

! First  Oreha /■d.  — -Thrt  oldest  apple  orchard  in 
] the  township  is  still  standing  on  the  farm  owned 
j by  John  Adams,  adjoining  the  J.  W.  Carter  far.n. 
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iii'.ti  bears  some  apples  yet,  although  its  best  days 
are  over.  Jonas  Carter  brought  the  seeds  from 
Uelaware  county,  when  he  moved  in  1S33  or 
18^4.  He  had  the  trees  grafted  wfien  large 
enough,  and  for  many  years  they  bore  very  hne 
fruit.  As  soon  as  they  began  to  bear  so  that 
Carter  had  plenty  of  apples,  he  made  a cider-mill 
which  would  turn  out  two  barrels  of  cider  a day, 
and  thus  he  made  the  first  cider  in  the  township. 

Royaltou,  on  Sections  30  and  3?,  Montgomery 
township,  was  surveyed  in  July,  1836,  by  Hiram 
Davis  for  Dr.  Jacob  Kinnaman.  Dr.  John  Kinna- 
inan,  a graduate  of  a Philadelphia  college,  was 
the  first  physician.  He  was  a young  man,  and  a 
lover  of  his  profession.  His  coming  was  hailed 
with  delight  by  the  settlers.  He  located  about 
one-half  mile  w’est  of  two  miles  north  of  Mill- 
grove.  A ver}'  large  walnut  stump  served  him 
for  a laboratory,  drug  depository  and  general  re- 
ception room.  He  laid  out  a town  at  this  point 
and  named  it  Royalton,  but  it  died  in  its  infancy 
shortly  after  the  demise  of  its  founder.  Many 
times  in  riding  he  would  cut  down  a tree,  hitch 
his  horse  to  one  of  its  branches  and  let  him  browse 
until  his  patient  was  out  of  danger,  often  from 
eight  to  ten  hours.  The  following  is  an  instance 
of  this  man’s  nerve  and  ability  in  his  profession. 
Svvayn,  a pioneer  of  Perry,  then  living  in  Bloom, 
was  hurt  by  a falling  tree.  In  a few  days  it  was 
found  necessary  to  amputate  the  leg.  Dr.  Kinna- 
man was  sent  for  and  arrived.  Without  any  as- 
sistance, and  with  no  surgical  implements  but  a 
razor  and  an  old  saw,  the  doctor  amputated  the 
limb  neatly  and  speedily,  and  the  man  got  well. 
Dr.  Kinnaman  died  in  183S,  a victim  of  excessive 
attention  to  medical  study  and  over  work. 

Toivnship  Churches . — Mt.  Tabor  Evangelical 
Church,  in  Section  28,  was  built  in  1870,  by  An- 
drew Foster,  Andrew  Dieter  and  J.  Christian 
Dieter.  The  building  committee  w’ere  Jacob 
Dieter,  Adam  Bowe  and  their  wives,  with  .Annie 
Hanline.  Wm.  Osborn,  of  West  Millgrove,  built 
the  house  at  a cost  of  $2,000,  on  one-quarter 
of  an  acre  donated  by  .Andrew  Dieter.  .Among 
the  pastors  were  Rev.  Samuel  Rife,  Thotnas 
George,  John  Plantz,  W.  T.  Strough,  D.  Strow- 
man,  E.  Wingard,  Samuel  Crocklen,  Eli  Shoe- 
maker, D.  H Huddle,  J.  J.  Bernhardt,  and  \\h 
D.  Ganertesfelder,  th.e  pre.sent  pastor.  He  at- 
tends the  Bradner,  Salem  (in  Perry),  Trinity  (in 
Sandusky),  and  St.  Johns  (in  Seneca  county) 
congregations.  J.  C.  Dieter  has  been  an  official 
of  the  Church  since  [870.  He  is  now'  trustee; 
also  Levi  Shoe,  George  .Arnold,  the  clerk,  John 
Bowers,  and  Jacob  Dieter.  There  are  about 
forty  members  in  good  standing. 


j The  pinion  Church,  of  Chestnut  Ridge,  is  no- 
I • ^ ~ 

; ticed  among  the  Churches  of  Bradner. 

; The  German  Baptist  Church,  on  the  west  line 

! of  Montgomery  township,  was  organized  about 

t fifteen  years  ago.  Among  the  old  members 

were  Elder  Jonathan  Whitmore,  George  .Amos, 

i Andrew  \Vhitmore,  Elder  J.  Whitmore,  J.r., 

; Jacob  Esterly,  the  Graybills,  and  a few  others. 

' The  trustees  are  Henry  Michael,  George  Amos, 

and  jehn  Eindower.  ■ The  membership  is  small. 

The  first  Lbiited  Brethren  Church  was  organ- 
ized, in  1836,  by  Revs,  jeremiah  Brown  arid 
Jacob  Crom.  Abraham  Shoe  stated  some  years 
‘ ago  his  belief  in  the  date  given, 
j The  Montgomery  Church  and  school  stood 
I not  far  from  Bower's  mill,  west  of  Risingsun. 
I"or  years  the  two  Longs  preached  there,  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  circuit. 

Common  Schools. — The  conventional  pioneer 
school  was  carried  on  down  to  t'ne  close  of 
the  “thirties,"  when  the  common-school  sys- 
tem began  to  receive  attention.  The  records, 
like  those  of  the  township,  cannot  be  found. 
The  journal  of  the  board  of  education,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  clerk,  dates  back  only  to  .April  17, 
1882,  when  W.  C.  Showalter,  G.  K.  Daib. , 
Thomas  Adams,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Kiger,  Jacob  Stahl, 

’ John  Mervin,  W.  W.  Long,  Fred  Bower  and 
J.  G.  Heltman  qualified  as  clerks  of  the  nine  dis- 
tricts. In  May,  a tax  levy  of  5.!  mills  for  school 
purposes  w'as  ordered,  a brick  school  house  was 
erected  in  District  No.  6,  by  .Adam  Graber,  for 
.$787.  50,  and  a frame  one  in  District  No.  i.  .A. 

1 L.  Bordner,  Henry  Hill,  H.  X.  \'an  A’oorhis, 

: Daniel  Knisely,  Jacob  Bair,  B.  Inman,  Albert 
Faatz,  E.  F.  Day,  James  Hoot,  James  Caskie, 

' H.  B.  Bierly,  George  .Amos,  J.  H.  Lusk,  G.  L. 

I McNutt,  George  Feasel,  and  others,  have  been 
j members  of  the  board  at  intervals  since  18S5, 
directing  the  modern  improvements  in  buildings, 
equipments  and  systems  of  instruction.  In  1882 
there  were  335  male  and  262  female  children  of 
school  age  in  the  township.  In  September,  1886, 
there  were  onl\'  239  male  and  183  female  pupils 
enumerated  outside  the  special  districts,  while  in 
Jidy,  1893,  there  were  161  male  and  132  fernalt.' 
children  in  the  six  country  districts,  and  six  chil- 
dren in  joint  Sub-District  No.  2,  adjoining 
Freedom.  The  treasurer's  record  dates  back  to 
1866,  when  Lucy  Strong,  H.  B.  Brown,  .Minnie 
F.  Lampson,  H.  Canfield  and  Ellen  P'ay  were 
teachers.  Sarah  Cook.  .A.  E.  Hurlbut.  Sarah  L. 
Curtis,  E.  1'.  Hasc,  Helen  .Adams.  Lucy  Henry, 
Jerusha  Hays,  C.  W.  Lenhart,  Mary  Smith. 
Emma  Gould.  Emma  Strong,  Maggie  Huffman. 

1 Nannie  Morgan,  Louisa  Myers,  Maggie  Davidson, 
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WOOD  COUNTT,  OHIO. 


Annette  Rockwood,  Jennie  Adams,  j.  B.  Jack- 
son,  G.  W.  \’anSickie,  G.  \V.  McPeck,  E.  T. 
Sherwood,  Clara  J.  Lockhart,  Albert  E\erett, 
Alice  Anderson  Marion  Muir,  John  Soule,  Lizzie 
Angus,  Ann  L.  McQiiinn,  Mar\-  Winklepleck, 
Anna  E.  Poe,  Jennie  Laylor,  Martha  Colwell, 

I.  N.  \'an  Tassel,  Lewis  Edgar,  Fannie  Xorris, 
Nancy  Bierly,  Kate  Haynes,  Charity  Adams, 
Anna  Forrest,  H.  H.  A.  Bovd,  Ida  Gould,  Ari- 
enna  Cowden,  Austin  Harrison,  and  Adie  Lang- 
don  were  teachers  here  prior  to  the  close  of 
1871.  In  1871,  there  were  31!  male  and  3S2 
female  children  of  school  age  in  the  township. 
District  No.  5 having  103  of  the  total  for  the  ten 
districts. 

Log-Mill.  — A log-mill,  where  corn  was  ground, 
was  established  at  West  Millgrove,  but  the  first 
gristmill  was  built  in  1835,  on  Section  10,  on  | 
what  was  called  the  Keller  farm,  north  of  Free- 
port. It  was  run  by  horse-power.  The  first  saw- 
mill, a water-power,  was  on  tlie  Co.\  farm,  on  ^ 
the  out-let  of  the  Freeport  Prairie,  Section  21. 
Tlte  power  was  not  always  sufficient,  and  a great 
deal  of  fun  was  had  at  its  e.xpense.  There  was 
abundance  of  water,  but  no  fall,  and  people  said 
tlie  saw'yers  had  to  help  turn  the  wheel,  until  it 
was  called  “elbow  and  water-power,”  The 
Adams  gristmill,  on  the  McCutchen\ille  road, 
west  by  south  of  Freeport,  was  built  b\-  David 
Adams,  about  the  year  1838.  He  dammed  the 
river  at  that  point,  and  operated  the  mill  until 
1857  or  1858.  It  was  a hewed-log  structure, 
with  inside  frame-work;  it  had  two  pair  of  stones, 
one  pair  of  French  buhrs  for  grinding  wheat  and 
rye,  and  one  pair  of  stones  for  grinding  corn  and 
buckwheat.  Ttiis  mill  was  torn  down  m about 
the  year  1861  by  a son,  Asa  Adams. 

Mills. — The  first  sawmill  in  the  vicinity  was 
that  built  by  Tift,  on  Section  31,  in  connection 
with  a potash  factory.  He  was  also  an  itin- 
erant pump-maker.  An  old  settler,  referring  to 
the  man,  said  wherever  there  was  a pump  wanted 
he  would  take  his  tools,  then  go  to  the  woods 
and  get  a small  SN'camore  log  and  bore  it  out  for 
a pump-stock,  and  when  finished  it  was  (]uite 
cheap  and  durable.  He  sometimes  suffered  from 
ague.  When  in  the  woods  he  would  lie  down  on 
a log  and  shake  an  hour  or  more,  then  go  on  his 
way  again  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

The  P'reeport  mill  was  built  l)v  Tifft  for  T.  Ci. 
Frisbie,  where  O.  N.  Bryant’s  ilwellmg  now 
stands.  In  i860  the  frame  and  roof  were  stand- 
ing. A short  distance  southwest,  on  the  Last 
Branch,  was  the  .Adams’  mill,  which  was  running, 
down  to  the  time  of  the  war.  The  <'ld  Diver 
sawmill  passed  away  before  the  war.  The  ol.l 


1 Hedge  mill,  now  replaced  by  new  buildings,  and 
the  Ensrninger  mill  were  established  years  befc>re 
the  war,  while  the  Bower  mill,  on  tlie  Risingsun 
road,  and  many  portable  sawmills,  have  been 
useful  industries.  The  Hedge  saw  and  planing 
mil!  was  established  eight  years  ago  on  its  pres- 
ent site,  after  the  burning  of  the  older  mill, 
which  stood  a half-mile  northwest. 


FREEPORT,  OR  PRAIRIE  DEPOT. 

The  ground,  on  which  the  village  stands,  was 
surveyed  in  March,  1S36.  b\’  Hiram  Davis,  for 
John  Bailee  and  Henry  Buchteh  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1 836,  Michael  Bracklc}' and  T.  G.  Frisbie 
built  a log  cabin  (where  Mrs.  Cook’s  new  dwell- 
ing was  erected  in  1894),  in  which  they  placed  a 
stock  of  general  merchandise.  About  the  same 
time,  Michael  Hanline  erected  a larger  log-house 
(east  of  Dr.  Brooke’s  residence ),  and  establislied 
himself  as  a tavern-keeper.  Rochester  and  Mont- 
gornerv  Cross  Roads  had  postal  facilities  many 
}’ears  before  the  department  took  cognizance  of 
the  new  village,  but  in  time  it  was  given  a post 
office,  and  the  new  name — Prairie  Depot. 

The  first  merchants,  not  satisfied  with  the 
water  and  horse-power  mills,  referred  to  in  the 
historv  of  the  tow  nship,  constructed  a large  m.ill, 
introduced  good  machinery,  and  inaugurated  it  as 
the  pioneer  steam-grisimill.  Michael  Boruner 
had  the  contract  for  freighting  the  boiler  from 
Perrysburg,  a work  he  performed  within  a week, 
with  two  yoke  of  o.xen. 

' Prior  to  May,  1S52,  the  United  States  mail, 
for  the  residents  of  the  village  and  vicinity,  was 
carried  from  Montgomerx'  Cross  Roads,  and  loft 
in  care  of  L.  R.  Sage,  until  the  Brookes,  Carters. 
Spinks,  Shefiers.  Bordners,  Shoes,  Baile_\'s,  Dr. 
Gorsuch,  Dr.  Huftman,  and  others,  would  find  it 
' convenient  to  call  for  their  letters.  T.  G.  Fris- 
i bie  was  appointed  postmaster  in  1852;  Samuel 
Angus  followed;  Dr.  Edwin  R.  Sage  hehi  the 
office  in  1S63;  Mrs.  James  Lincoln,  in  1864; 
Sage,  in  1S65,  with  Caroline  Chapman,  deput\’ 
and  mail-carrier;  Edward  R.  Sage.  1876;  Osman 
Diver.  1885;  H.  L.  Hathawa\’,  1889;  and  O.  N. 
Bryant,  1893. 

rillogo  (ioVL'nmcut . — The  petition  for  the 
incorporation  of  Freepcmt,  dated  .April  21.  1870, 
was  presented  by  Edwin  K.  Sage  and  Lewis  C. 
Edgar,  representing  the  forty-five  jH-titioners. 
[une  8,  iNpb,  and  w.isgrantcd  September  7.  that 
year. 

The  mayors  were  \A'.  R.  Br\ant,  elected  in 
1876;  E.R.Sage,  iS78;\\’.  ,\.  Pryor.  1879; 
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I'lryant,  18S1;  W.  A.  I'ew,  18S3;  W.  R.  Bryant,  1 
1S85;  A.  Lesher,  iS86;  Charles  J.  Sage,  1887:  j 
H amilton,  1889;  L.  C.  Edgar,  appointed  in  ' 
December,  1S89,  %'ici  Hamilton,  resigned:  L.  C.  i 
Edgar,  elected  in  April,  1890,  and  J.  L. 
iamsoii,  1893.  The  election  of  L.  C.  Edgar  was 
recorded  in  1 895  and  i 896. 

Fire  and  carelessness  have  played  havoc  with 
the  village  records.  After  the  expenditure  of  , 
time  and  labor  in  research  and  intervie\vs,  a corn-  ; 
jilete  list  of  mayors  was  made,  but  the  names  of  : 
councilmen  for  1876  and  i 877  could  not  be  given 
with  anything  approaching  certainty.  In  1S78,  : 
K.  Bryant,  C.  Bierh',  C.  Jacobs,  M.  Bord-  i 
iier,  L.  C.  Edgar  and  C.  J.  Sage  formed  the  i 
council ; while,  in  1 879,  Aaron  Lesher  occupied 
M.  Bordner’s  place.  In  18S0,  E.  R.  Sage,  Wh  i 

V.  Haines  and  R.  X.  Crouse  were  members,  and 
they,  with  X.  W.  Goodrich,  John  Baer  and  J.  i 

W.  Graham,  formed  the  council  in  1S81,  while 

J.  W.  Hoiles  was  elected  in  1SS2.  The  council- 
men  for  each  year,  from  1883  to  1 894.  are  named  ' 
in  the  following  list,  while  those  elected  in  1 895  ^ 
are  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  election: 

1883  -J-  W.  Hoiles,  George  W.  Collins,  David  Lusk.  S.  A.  ' 
Angus,  E.  K.  Sage,  J.  \V.  Graham.  | 

1S84--J.  \\'.  H(jiles,' George  \\  . C(jllins,  John  Fuller,  .S.  A.  An-  1 
gus,  E.  R.  Sage,  J.  \V.  Graham.  ' 

1886 —  John  Fuher,  C.  \'ilKvock,  1.  M.  Lawrence,  S.  ].  Dern. 

1887 —  A.  \V.  Hernff,  X.  J.  W’irehaugh,  W’.  Hamilton,  J.  M. 
Lawrence,  Cyrus  HatT,  W.  Hoiles,  rev  John  Fuher,  re- 
signed, and  L.  C.  Edgar,  r/cr  Huiles. 

188'S-C\  Villwock,  T.  H.  Lawhead,  F.  P.  King. 

1889 —  T.  PL  P'ri.sbie,  X.  J.  W'irebaugh,  J.  D.  Kurtz. 

1890-  F.  P.  King,  J.  H.  Hannan,  C.  \'illwock,  L.  C.  Palmer, 

J.  \V.  Cov,  1'.  H.  Lawhead. 

1801— j.  G.  Heltman,  X.  J.  Wirebaugh,  J.  F.  Ross.  W.  H. 

Palmer,  W.  Hamilton,  F.  P.  King. 

1«9‘2— J.  \\'.  Graham,  15.  Hutchins  and  .S.  Newcomer. 

189;j — J.  W.  Calkins,  J.  Hoiles,  J.  \V.  Graham.  1 

1894—0.  A.  Diver,  J.  \V.  Calkins,  A.  P ike. 

The  officers,  elected  in  1895,  were:  Mayor. 

iL.  C.  Edgar;  council,  J.  F.  Ross,  M.  P.  Smith, 

P>.  C.  Harding;  treasurer,  C.  H.  Hoiles;  clerk,  J. 

K.  Wright;  marshal,  Levi  Holcomb,  to  succeed 
h.  H.  Fike;  street  commissioner,  D.  E.  Jackson; 
school  board,  Mary  E.  Tilton  and  Mrs.  Hinkley. 

1 he  entire  ticket  was  Republican.  Thejssue  : 
“wet”  or  “dry"  wa;s  won  by  the  “drys.”  In 
1896,  A.  I'ike,  J.  L.  Williamson,  J.  H.  Bran- 
don. Wilson  Hamilton,  J.  II.  Harman. 

1 he  office  of  village  clerk  has  been  filled  by 
A.  Lesher,  1877;  J.  B.  Lockhart,  1878:  ^ 

Ramilton,  1879:  J.  A.  Stunif),  1881;  I'.  H Fike,  ■ 
G885;  P3.  E.  Frisbie,  1887:  1'.  H.  Fike.  1888; 

B,  hrisbie,  1889;  E.  J.  Coy,  1891;  J.  L. 
illiarnsmi,  aitpointed  in  March,  189:;  j.  B. 
Newcomer,  1893;  J.  R.  W'riglit,  1895;  J.  L. 
Graham,  1896. 

Among  the  treasurers  may  be  nameil  X.  W. 


Goodrick,  187S;  A-  A.  Simmons,  i88i:  If.  E. 
Smith,  1889;  A.  A.  hleltinan,  1892;  and  C.  H. 
Hoiles,  1895,  1896. 

In  1896,  L.  Holcomb  and  M.  L.  Palmer 
(ass’tj  were  elected  marshals;  Wilson  Hamilton, 
R.  X.  Graham,  J.  \\b  Calkins.  E.  R.  Page,  Sr.. 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Tilton  and  Mrs.  S.  D.  Hinkley  were 
elected  members  of  the  school  board. 

In  Xovember,  1S87,  the  question  of  prohib- 
iting the  liquor  traffic  was  presented.  There 
were  fort}’  votes  for  and  thirty-seven  agaimst. 
In  April,  i S90,  a petition  for  the  annexation  of 
territory  was  presented  to  the  council.  In  1S95. 
the  (juestiuri  of  selling  intoxicating  licjuors  was 
again  presented,  when  the  Prohibition  party  won. 
The  proposition  to  pave  Main  street  from  the 
railroad  to  the  west  line  of  the  village  has  been 
seriously  entertained,  and  it  is  believed  the  cou:i- 
cil  will  authorize  such  a nece.ssary  improvement. 

In  school  matters,  the  village  i.s  well  elidc^ved. 
A large  school  building,  modern  in  arclntecture 
and  furnishings,  has  taken  the  place  of  the  small 
structure,  which  w'as  a link  between  pioneer  da}S 
and  the  development  of  the  oil  field. 

Mills. — The  old  Frisbie  inill  was  burned  about 
1843.  At  that  time  Henr\-  Buchtel,  Jolin  Brooke 
and  Caleb  Minkler  were  owners,  as  they  are  re- 
membered by  J.  Brooke.  Michael  Hanline 
rented  it,  and,  shortly  after,  it  was  burned. 
F'risbie  X Hanline  rebuilt  the  mill  and  added  saw- 
mill machinery.  Prior  to  i860,  the  concern  was 
abandoned,  and  the  old  soldier  of  1812,  Kieffer. 
occupied  it  as  a.  tenant,  ior  some  years. 

The  Metcalf  .sawmill,  which  .stood  east  of 
the  Frisbie  mill,  was  built  by  Heller  in  the 
“ fifties.”  About  the  time  the  railroad  was  con- 
structed, the  house  was  torn  down.  The  Halli- 
da\'  X Hamilton  sawmill  took  its  place,  and 
continued  in  operation  until  the  oil  boom  com- 
menced. 

Foundries,  and  boiler  and  m.achine  shops  are 
the  rule  to-da_v,  showing  that  P'reeport  is  in  its 
iron  age.  The  Hedge,  the  Stiger  X Hoiles,  and 
the  Bowers  mills  may  be  considered  \illage  in- 
dustries. 

Firrs. — Like  its  sister  \ illagc  of  West  >.lill- 
grove,  P'reeport  had  its  dcstriicti\'e  fire.  In 
.-\ugu.st,  1893,  the  buildings  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Center  stn.'ets  were  swept  awa_\ , in- 
cluding Tilton  X .Sago's  store.  John  Hart's  har- 
ness sluq).  M.  Heath's  three-story  hotel,  Hatha- 
way X Heltman's  store,  ami  the  Lecher  building. 
In  the  last  named  house  was  tlie  council  room 
and  the  village  archives. 

Ri-binldinii. — Tilton  X Sage  built  their  pres- 
ent store  immediateK  after  the  fire,  ami  Good- 
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rick’s  shop  followed  in  1893.  In  1895,  the  I 
“ Lesher  House,”  a modern  concern,  was  erected,  ’ 
and  opened  for  hotel  purposes  in  the  fall  of  ! 
that  year.  A few  of  the  pioneer  business  and  | 
dwelling  houses  have  come  down  to  the  present  | 
time  intact,  but,  as  a rule,  the  buildings  of  the  : 
village  are  modern.  ! 

In  187S,  Lawi'ence’s  blacksmith  shop  was 
esiahlished  where  is  now  the  T.  |.  Chilcote  fur-  i 
niture  store  (near  the  Edgar  residence;,  and  for 
fourteen  years  he  carried  on  his  trade  there.  In 
1 892,  Chilcote  purchased  the  lot,  and  the  shop  was 
removed  to  Center  street.  Again,  in  May  or  June,  ; 
1895,  he  built  a large  shop  ne.xt  the  unused  Con-  ^ 
gregational  church  house.  Later  in  the  year,  the 
Angus  building  was  erected  and  opened  as  a gents’  ! 
furnishing  house.  Outside  the  business  center, 
along  Main  and  Center  streets,  several  large  resi- 
dences and  well-kept  grounds  can  be  seen,  while,  | 
on  the  parallel  streets,  many  cottage  homes  ! 
stand  in  orderly  lawns.  Shade  trees,  wanting  I 
in  the  majority  of  the  newer  villages,  abound  \ 
here  and  give  to  Freeport  a warm,  comfortable 
appearance. 

Churches. — The  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
class  in  Montgomery  was  organized  b}’  Rev.  Har- 
low Hill,  in  1834,  with  seven  members.  Among  ! 
them  was  Frederick  Shawhan,  a soldier  of  the  : 
Revolution,  who,  when  eighty-four  years  of  age,  ; 
walked  to  Harlow  Hill’s  house,  wherein  he  \ 
preached.  Mr.  Thrapp  was  the  first  circuit 
preacher,  though  Mr.  Hollopeter  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  Gospeller  to  address  the  pioneers  of 
this  section,-  while  Mr.  Whitman,  who  took  a part 
in  organizing  the  Risdon  Circuit,  was  also  here. 
Among  the  first  members  were  Frederick  Shaw- 
han, Rachel  Kelly,  Mary  Rawlins,  Mary  Carter, 
Wm.  Fancher,  Amv  Hill,  and  Harlow  Hill,  who  was  ! 
class-leader.  David  Darling  Harlow,  Henry  Darl- 
ing, John  Shaner  and  wife,  John  and  Melita  Graham 
are  said  to  have  become  members  in  i837ori838,  ' 
when  the  class  was  really  organized.  In  1839  ! 
Freeport  was  in  the  Bovvling-green,  Woodville  1 
and  Elmore  Circuit.  Thirtv  years  after.  Free- 

. . . " . I 

port  Circuit  was  organized  to  include  New 
Rochester,  West  Millgrove,  Jerry  City,  Gi'eens-  ; 
burg  and  Rollersville,  with  the  Troy  and  Web-  ' 
ster  classes.  .Among  the  early  preachers  other  ' 
than  those  mentioned  were  John  Brock,  Simon 
Lee,  M.  Hollopeter,  J.  R.  Jewett,  Flnathan 
Gavitt,  Henry  Nicholson,  John  Graham,  M.  j 
Job  Nlorrow,  John  Whisth'r,  H.  L. 
Nickerson,  John  Priddey,  M.  Cook,  Joseph  Sims, 
and  H.  W.  Hill,  one  of  the  local  preachers.  .A  ! 
house  of  worshif)  was  erected  in  18C7,  3-  cost  j 

of  $1,500,  and  a pasonage  in  1883.  There  are  | 


200  members  in  this  class.  In  July,  189^, 
William  Kiger,  James  Caskie,  and  J.  G.  Helt- 
man  were  elected  trustees.  Rev.  I.  N.  Kuel  is 
now  the  preacher-iri-charge. 

The  Congregational  Church  organized  in  1S42, 
by  Rev.  N.  T.  Fay,  claimed  about  fifty  members. 
He  began  holding  his  meetings  in  the  different 
school  houses,  but  they  finally  built  the  first 
church  in  Freeport,  a log  building,  and  some 
years  later  erected  the  first  frame  church  which  is 
still  standing,  but  unoccupied.  Mr.  P'ay  had 
a varied  experience  in  the  comedy  and  tragedy  of 
life.  For  many  years  weddings  and  funerals 
were  the  only  recreation  the  people  had,  and  he 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  officiate  at  both. 
Great  secrecy  was  observed  with  regard  to  most 
of  the  weddings,  for  if  it  became  known  that  such 
an  event  was  about  to  transpire,  a belling  was 
sure  to  ensue,  and  very  few  were  willing  to  be 
the  victims.  On  January  24,  t.Sto,  the  society 
was  incorporated  with  Mrs.  H.  Bacon,  treasurer; 
Thomas  Adams,  deacon;  J.  S.  Mahoney.  J.  B. 
Lockhart  and  H.  Bacon,  trustees.  In  18S7  the 
society  dissolved,  and  the  building  left  without 
tenants. 

The  Disciples  Society  was  formally  organized 
in  1858,  and  completely  organized  in  i860,  with 
twenty  members.  Rev.  William  Dowling  was 
the  first  preacher,  and  the  “Old  Red  School 
House”  the  place  of  meeting.  In  1865-66,  the 
present  church  house  was  erected.  .A  few  years 
ago  the  building  was  moved  across  the  street  to 
its  present  location,  where  the  132  members  cume 
to  worship.  Rev.  ,A.  McMillan,  the  pastor,  was 
the  publisher  of  I'hc  Christian  Revicie.  a semi- 
monthly journal  issued  from  the  Dfisv/xav  office, 
down  to  September,  1895,  when  the  editor  left 
the  village.  Long  before  the  organization  of 
this  society,  Rodney  Beets  preached  in  the  town- 
ship, and  Moses  Bonham  organized  a class, 
about  1 8 50,  with  Esther,  Maggie  and  Laura 
Diver,  William  Wirebaugh  and  wife,  Melissa 
Jones.  John  Baer  and  wife,  W’illiarn  Dowling  and 
wife,  pnd  Mrs.  Chapman,  members.  Revs.  Wm. 
Dowling,  J.  O.  Randall,  S.  A.  Griffin,  S. 
Bartlett,  J.  T.  H.  Stewart.  G.  W.  Kline,  .A.  P. 
Frost  and  .A.  McMillan  were  pastors  in  the  order 
named. 

Societies. — Prairie  Depot  Lodge,  No.  646, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  organized  at  W'est  .Millgrove. 
and  chartered  July  20.  1S76.  During  the  ensu- 
ing six  years  it  made  remarkable  progress,  hut 
its  decline  was  noticed  early  in  18S3,  and  by 
I 886  the  members  considered  it  ad\  i^able  to  sur- 
render the  charter.  Under  such  circumslance> 
the  Oddfellows  of  Freeport  stepped  into  tire 
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Itreach,  and  asked  the  Grand  Lodge  to  transfer 
the  charter  to  them.  This  was  done  July  20, 
i-S.Sd.  when  the  back  dues  were  subscribed  and 
paid  over  by  the  twenty  members  then  belong- 
ing. T he  noble  grand's  chair  has  been  filled  by 
ihe  following  named  members:  H.  J.  Felton, 

Asa  Baird,  O.  Stearns  (i),  T.  J.  Henry  (2), 
G.  W.  Zeppernick,  Joseph  Enos  (3),  James 
Brandeberry,  A.  K.  Longaker,  R.  Swinehart, 
J.  F.  Wetmore  (8),  J.  C.  Ort  (16),  B.  F.  Simons 
(7),  J.  M.  Dicker!  (10),  A.  Hampshire  (9),  James 
Dindore  (i  i and  1 1 aj,  M.  J.  Moffett,  S.  S.  Shank 
(12  and  13),  Levi  Worts  (I5j,  J-.  C.  Conley  (6), 
j.  W.  Graham,  J.  W.  Adams,  G.  W.  Hedge 
(18),  W.  H.  Palmer  (23),  W.  H.  Kiger,  J.  D. 
Kurtz,  W.  H.  Palmer,  F.  T.  Hedge,  R.  N.  Gra- 
ham, Eugene  West  (24;,  F2.  j.  Coy  (25),  J.  G. 
Heltrnan,  F.  P.  King,  J.  A.  Graham,  H.  C.  Pit- 
tinger,  O.  A.  Diver,  C.  S.  Sage  and  \V.  P.  Cessna. 

There  have  been  twenty-seven  different  in- 
cumbents of  the  secretary’s  office,  the  numbers 
given  above  showing  the  order  in  which  those 
promoted  to  the  noble  grand's  chair  served. 
L.  H.  Perry  was  the  4th;  A.  R.  Knapp,  the  5th; 
W.  Coontz,  the  9th;  J.  C.  Thompson,  the  14th; 
A.  K.  Wein,  15th  a;  George  Buckingham,  17th; 
G.  A.  Bryant,  19th;  F.  H.  Fike,  20th,  21st  and 
22d;  W.  R.  Tilton,  26th;  D.  K.  Morrison,  27th; 
Jesse  Crowfoot,  28th;  H.  L.  Hinkley,  29th;  and 
A.  W.  Herriff,  30th  and  31st.  The  membership 
in  July,  1895,  was  eighty-four. 

Crystal  Encampment,  No.  271,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
was  chartered  November  22,  1892.  The  names 
of  charter  members  are  as  follows : W.  H. 

Palmer,  A.  F.  Basey,  H.  G.  ^^’alters,  A.  W. 
Herriff,  p'.  P.  Ross,  F.  T.  Hedge,  S.  S.  Warner, 

J.  W.  Coy,  W.  P.  Cessna,  James  A.  Graham, 

K.  N.  Graham,  Fred.  Holcomb,  L.  R.  Jacobs, 
P.  C.  Holies,  C.  G.  Hovis,  N.  J.  Whrebaugh, 
Will  iam  Eckart,  PTank  Castle  and  J.  W.  Cal- 
kins. George  Myers,  Guy  J.  Johnson  and  W. 
Gaines  have  presided  over  this  encampment 
down  to  June,  1895.  J.  W.  Coy,  the  first  scribe, 
was  succeeded  by  C.  A.  Thompson.  The  num- 
ber of  members  reported,  in  June,  1895, 
twenty-eight. 

Lucy  Webb  Lodge,  No.  285,  D.  of  R. , was 
chartered  May  24,  1889,  with  the  following 

named  rtjembers:  Jerusha  P'ike  ( 1 j,  Lizzie  Helt- 

'uan  (2),  Sarah  Diver  (3',  Lucy  Fike.  Elsie 
Basey  (8j,  Cora  West,  Lucy  Bryant,  Inicy  King 
ji.  Mett  Lawrence,  Lena  Hovis,  Callie  Hedge, 
Jessie  Sage  (jj,  Sarah  fleath,  Lizzie  Harmon 
9).  Maud  Newcomer,  Rose  Pittenger,  Annie 
••raharn,  .Mice  Ayres,  Lavina  (iraham  (11),  Ida 

blurtz,  Adelene  Coy,  Marv  Kiger,  .Minnie  \’ill- 
22 


wock,  Lizzie  Fuher,  Henry  Pittenger,  Russell 
Graham,  Osman  Diver,  Osias  Bryant,  George 
Hedge,  William  Kiger,  Abram  P'ike,  Augustus 
Basey,  ulelvin  Ayres,  PZugene  West,  P'rank  Fike, 

, Charles  S.  Sage,  Charles  \h!lwock,  Joiin  Fuller. 

I Joseph  Coy,  Jacob  Lawrence,  Joseph  bleitmau, 
John  Harmon  and  P'rank  King.  The  ladies  \vho 
I have  held  the  position  of  noble  grand  since  organ- 
j ization  are  those  whose  names  are  followed  by 
, numbers  in  the  above  list,  with  Maggie  Graham. 

' the  fourth  in  order  of  service;  Emma  Herriff,  the 
si;\th,  and  P211a  Palmerton,  the  tenth.  The 
secretaries  have  been  Sarah  Di\er,  Mary  Kiger. 
i Maggie  Grahan!,  Emma  Herriff,  Elsie  Basey, 

1 Lizzie  Harmon,  Ella  Palmerton  and  Fdnetta 
Calkins.  Celia  Walters  is  the  present  secretary 
There  were  i lo  members  reported  in  July.  1895. 

, Randall  Post,  No.  53,  G.  R.,  was  chartered 
; .April  5,  1881,  with  the  following  named  mern- 
I bers;  J.  W.  Carter  (7  and  12),  L.  C.  Edgar, 

I S.  .A.  Augus  (1),  J.  Clary,  AV.  B.  Haines  (3), 
j J.  O.  Hess,  W.  A.  Pryor,  B.  N.  Hutchins.  J. 
Gould,  Howard  Carman  (4j.  J.  .A.  Stump,  J. 
Lusk  (2  and  8),  P J.  Warner  and  Charles  Jacobs. 
The  commanders  among  the  charter  members 
are  numbered  above  in  the  order  of  service.  B. 
Odell  was  the  5th;  Joseph  Coy,  the  6th;  .A.  A. 
Sirnonds,  the  9th;  William  Eckert,  tlie  lOth.  and 
I Daniel  Knisely,  the  iith.  The  first  adjutant  was 
; L.  C.  Edgar.  B.  N.  Hutchins  was  elected  for 
I 1888:  B.  Odell  tor  1893;  J.  Lusk  for  1894,  and 
William  Bates  for  1S95.  Of  the  comrades. 

! Richard  Fleming,  W.  .A.  Pryor,  J.  .A.  Stump  and 
i Thomas  Smith  have  died.  In  January.  1895, 
i the  installation  of  J.  W.  Carter,  .A.  Simmons, 
i E.  R.  Sage,  W.  II.  Bates,  T.  .A.  Graham,  D. 

. Knisely,  J.  W.  Coy,  J.  H.  Lusk  and  H.  Odell, 
i officers  in  Post  rank,  took  place. 

Randall  Relief  Corps.  No.  222.  was chartertjd 


April  5 

, i888. 

with 

thirtv 

members. 

nameh': 

Sarah  Diver, 

Harriet  and 

Elizabeth 

Gould. 

.Anna, 

Hattie 

and 

Louisa 

Graham, 

Ophelia 

Lusk, 

Mary  Ti 

ilton. 

Emily 

Carter,  Sophronia 

Riley,  Margaret  Stump,  Ella  Palmerton,  Ivm:ua 
, Herriff,  .Amanda  Palmer,  P'ianna  Odell.  .Mar\' 
I Kiger,  Carrie  Stahl,  Caroline  Lesher,  .Adeline 
' Co}',  Lizzie  P'lerning,  Barbara  Shoe.  Rhoda 
Hathaway,  lemma  Bryant,  Cora  Simmons,  Luc\' 
King,  Sabina  Butler,  Elizabeth  Heminger,  Char- 
mina  .Angus,  |ennie  Bovie  and  S.irah  Heath. 

, The  first  president  was  Sophronia  Rile\  ; the 
second,  Ida  luigar,  who  served  tw(3  years;  then 
1 Phnily  P.  Carter,  .Sarah  .M.  Sage,  HariieC  L. 
Gould,  .Margaret  Stum[>  and  Jessie  Dern.  The 
secretaries,  in  order  of  service,  were  .Mar\  Tilli'ii. 
i A’ina  Butler.  Sarah  .M  Sage.  Emma  A’osi,  Ida 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Edgar,  Cora  West  and  Emma  Carter,  the  pres- 
ent incumbent.  There  were  forty  members  re- 
ported in  October,  1895. 

Randolph  Palmer  Camp,  No.  273,  S.  of  V., 
was  chartered  April  24,  1888,  with  E.  J.  Coy, 
F.  A.  Stump,  C.  J.  Finney,  J.  D.  Dicken,  W.  W. 
Billman,  D.  D.  Coy,  E.  E.  and  M.  F.  Frisbie, 
A.  J.  and  L.  Heminger,  P.  M.  Valmer.  A.  A., 

0.  and  C.  Heminger,  W.  Saxon,  G.  Hiser,  John 
Pinney,  L.  Riley,  P.  O.  Fleming,  G.  W.  Heath, 

J.  L.  Graham,  Wm.  and  L.  A.  Keller,  C.  Acker- 
man, H.  Algyre,  John  Hart,  T.  B.  Dailey,  G.  M. 
Nlarsh,  D.  B.  Lusk,  H.  N.  Ue  Wolfe,  S.  A. 
Angus  and  L.  Hoiles.  The  camp  holds  its  char- 
ter, but  has  practically  ceased  work. 

Petroleum  Lodge,  No.  499,  K.  of  P. , was 
chartered  June  8,  1891,  and  instituted  July  16 
following.  The  names  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers are:  J.  W.  Stiger,  O.  A.  Diver  (\),  O.  N. 

Bryant  (2),  Geo.  E.  Horton,  F.  J.  Horton  (T). 

J.  L.  Williamson,  L.  Lockhart,  J.  W.  Law,  E. 
E.  Frisbie,  D.  D.  Coy,  E.  J.  Coy,  J.  L.  Graham, 

E.  C.  Zimmerla,  D.  P.  Trumbull  (5),  Eugene 
West,  F.  P.  King,  G.  W.  Elliott,  L.  C.  Edgar 
(4),  A.  G.  Ream,  R.  B.  Morrison,  F.  A.  Pew, 
W.  E.  Sage,  F.  L.  Sweet  (6),  John  McMillen, 

J.  D.  Barnes,  W.  H.  Jeffrey,  J.  P.  Harndon,  S. 

J.  Dern,  E'rank  Hastings,  W.  A.  Harmon,  F.  M. 
Heminger,  Fred.  Hanson,  T.  C.  Haller,  C.  W. 
Brice,  C.  S.  Myers,  H.  E.  Blair  (8),  Walter  Deal, 

F.  T.  Hedge,  H.  L.  Wirebaugh,  T.  J.  Mason, 

1.  B.  Newcomer,  D.  K.  Morrison,  L.  R.  Jacobs, 

F.  B.  Adams,  S.  F.  Hopkins,  H.  N.  De  Wolfe, 
Frank  Horton  and  F.  E.  Taylor.  The  number 
after  a name  in  the  above  list  denotes  the  order 
in  which  the  promotion  to  the  chancellor’s  chair  i 
was  followed,  S.  M.  Adams  being  the  7th  chan- 
cellor. The  keepers  of  records  and  seals  have 
been:  Eugene  West,  D.  K.  Morrison,  E.  E. 

Frisbie  (3  terms),  J.  L.  Graham  (2  terms),  and 
D.  S.  Black.  There  were  fifty-eight  members 
recorded  in  July,  1895. 

Excelsior  Tent,  No.  223,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  was 
instituted  November  3,  1894,  with  twenty-eight 
charter  members.  S.  F.  Hopkins  was  elected 
commander,  and  J.  W.  Calkins,  record-keeper. 

Pansy  Hi\e,  No.  105,  L.  O.  T.  M.,  was 
organized  September  13,  1S94,  and  chartered 
January  7,  1895.  The  members  enrolled  were 
Rachel  Biery,  Nellie  Brooks,  Mary  Breman,  Sarah 
A.  Bierly,  Lucinda  and  Ednetta  Calkins,  Bertha 
Deal,  Mary  L.  DeWolf,  M.  E.  Engler,  Eunice 
P'isher,  Clara  Hoiles,  Etta  1C.  Horton.  Katie  Hovis. 
Sarah  J.  Jordan,  Alice  McDowell,  Maud  Knowles, 
Alice  Ramsey,  Ida  Stiger,  Hattie  W'ade,  Sadie 
A.  Watson.  Mary  E.  Rounds,  Rebecca  Goodrich, 


Sarah  L.  Diver,  Mary  R.  Slocum,  Laurel  S. 
Frey  and  Anna  L.  Shoemaker.  Mary  R.  Slocum 
and  Sarah  A.  Bierly  are  past  commanders; 
Rachel  Biery  served  as  secretary  to  January  18, 
1895,  when  Eunice  £.  P'isher  was  elected  record- 
keeper.  There  are  twenty-seven  members. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  greatest  boom  that  ever  struck  the  Buck- 
eye oil  field  was  in  1 890,  at  Prairie  Depot  and 
North  Findlay,  where  for  a time  an  average  of 
twenty  wells  were  completed  daily.  In  that  year 
2,151  wells  were  completed  in  Ohio,  and  the 
majority  of  them  in  the  two  fields  mentioned. 
Since  that  time  the  village  has  been  an  important 
oil  center,  and  the  rendezvous  of  a large  body  of 
operators  and  employes. 


BRADNER. 

The.  original  town  of  Bradner  was  surveyed  in 
1875,  for  John  Bradner  and  Ross  Crocker,  of 
P'ostoria,  and  H.  G.  Caldwell,  who  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village.  They  purchased  thirty- 
four  acres,  and  named  the  place  in  honor  of  the 
senior  m.ember  of  the  .little  syndicate.  Mount 
Prospect  addition  was  surveyed  by  W.  H.  Wood 
for  J.  H.  Stephens,  Charles  H.  Lightner  and 
Jacob  Plantz,  and  the  plat  was  acknowledged  bv 
I them  February  7.  I S76.  The  projectors  Intended 
to  make  it  an  ordinary  railroad  town,  having  then 
not  one  idea  that  their  village  was  the  gateway 
to  an  oil  field  of  greater  area  than  that  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  pioneers  of  the  district  were  David  Han- 
line,  who  purchased  land  in  Section  i i , and  located 
here  in  1833;  the  Edmunds  (or  Edmonds),  who 
arrived  March  19,  1834;  the  Mogles  and  Fanch- 
ens;  A.  McBurney  fa  soldier  of  the  Revolution): 
Godfrey  Stahl,  and  Benjamin  Scott.  During  the 
absence  of  David  Pldmonds,  who  had  gone  to 
Tiffin  for  a door  for  his  cabin,  wolves  came 
prowling  around  the  house,  and  one  night,  one, 
more  venturesome,  walked  boldly  in.  Of  course 
the  family  were  terribly  frightened,  but  with  true 
heroism  Mrs.  Edmonds  picked  up  a chair  and 
went  for  him.  The  older  children  followed  her 
example,  and  they  succeeded  in  driving  the  in- 
truder out.  The  first  work  they  did  after  getting 
settled  in  their  cabin  was  to  clear  off  five  acre.s 
of  land,  and  plant  it  in  corn.  They  sold  about 
forty  bushels,  besides  having  all  they  wanted  to 
use,  and  also  raised  about  fifty  bushels  of  potatoes 
from  two  Inishels  of  seed.  Thev  brought  with 
them  in  a box  ipiite  a quantity  of  peach  pits,  and 
upon  opening  it  found  thorn  sproutCi.!,  so  set  them 
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out  around  stumps  or  wherever  they  could  find  a 
spot  for  them.  In  three  years  they  had  plenty 
of  peaches,  and  in  five  years  over  a hundred 
bushels  rotted  on  the  ground.  Then  there  came 
a severe  winter  and  killed  the  trees,  and  although 
thev  tried  frequently,  they  never  succeeded  in 
raising  another  peach.  They  saw  a great  deal  of 
sickness.  Mrs.  Edmonds  had  the  ague  during 
the  summer  for  seven  years  in  succession,  and  the 
mosquitoes  were  terribly  bad;  for  screens  were 
unheard  of  then,  and  they  just  swarmed  in  the 
houses. 

The  veteran,  McBurney,  was  the  first  to  be 
buried  in  the  Bradner  neighborhood,  while  David 
Edmonds’  daughter,  born  November  14,  1834,  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in 
this  part  of  the  wilderness. 

After  the  survey  of  the  village,  J.  H.  and 
David  Stephens  established  a grocery  store;  H. 
G.  Caldwell  built  ihe  ‘ ‘ Bradner  House  ; ” Peter- 
son. Brothers  moved  in  from  Minckier's  Corners; 
the  Petersons  built  a grain  elevator  in  1877;  the 
post  office  was  established,  with  Mr.  Caldwell  in 
charge ; the  Railroad  and  Express  Companies  ap- 
pointed Caldwell  their  agent;  church  and  secret 
societies  came  into  existence,  and  in  a little 
while  the  precociousness  of  the  little  town  began 
to  attract  attention,  as  her  merchants  had  already 
attracted  trade.  In  1 877,  John  Zeppernick 
moved  from  New  Rochester;  J.  Bowers  erected  a 
drug  store;  Hill  & Tuttle  established  a boot  and 
shoe  store;  Richard  Abel  took  charge  of  the 
“Bradner  House  ; ” Bradner  & Mahony  built  a 
grain  elevator;  C.  H.  Lightner  built  the  “ Ex- 
change Hotel  ; ” a two-story  school  building  was 
in  existence,  and  the  old  Methodist  Protestant 
meeting  house  stood  within  sight  of  the  busi- 
ness center.  In  1879,  J.  W.  H.  Smith  & Co. 
established  the  stave  and  handle  factory,  wherein 
100  hands  were  employed.  Hd  died  in  1880, 
but  the  work  was  carried  on  until  the  fire  of  1885. 

The  post  office  was  established  in  the  spring 
of  1 877,  w'ith  T.  H.  Peterson,  postmaster;  Jacob 
Huffman  was  the  next  incumbent;  in  1885  J-  H. 
Stephens  was  appointed,  and  served  until  1889, 
when  Jacob  Huffman  was  commissioned;  in  i 893 
David  Stephens,  the  present  incumbent,  took 
charge. 

In  1885  there  was  only  one  oil  well  drilled  in 
the  Bradner  field.  .A  reference  to  the  chapter  on  ' 
Oil  and  Gas  will  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the 
gradual  development  of  this  part  of  the  Wood 
county  field.  In  1888  at;  oil  refinery  was  estab-  : 
lished  here,  and,  in  November  of  that  year,  the 
first  car-ioad  of  nil,  refined  under  the  Yargan 
process,  was  shipped  to  Toledo. 


Before  the  close  of  1890,  no  less  then  seven- 
teen buildings,  costing  from  $1,000  to  $1,800, 
were  erected — ten  costing  from  $700  co  $900, 
and  nine  from  $500  to  $600 — with  many  smaller 
houses,  were  erected.  All  may  be  credited  to 
I 890.  The  Craig  storage  tank,  said  to  have  cost 
$6,000,  and  the  Bradner  Oil  Co. ’s  tank,  $5,000, 
were  constructed  that  year.  The  larger  houses 
were  built  for  J.  P.  Raab,  A.  Bordner,  M.  O. 
Ladd,  P.  Shottenberger,  John  Earnst,  M.  M. 
Fowler,  C.  McCormick,  Chester  Hamilton.  J.  \'. 
Huffman,  H.  Waggoner,  John  H.  Dennv,  Youngs 
Bros.,  J.  W.  Wyant,  Mrs.  H.  Ayres,  D.  Holies, 
Welsh  &.Berenger,  Miniger’s  livery.  E.  A.  James, 
E.  J . Horton,  S.  E.  Entsminger,  V\k  Cribbs,  P. 
H.  Y’hite,  Raab  & Thorn,  N.  Sloan,  A.  Bel- 
knap and  Dr.  Furste.  The  work  of  building  still 
goes  forward.  In  1895.  J-  F-  Huffman  and  John 
Ernst  erected  the  two-story  brick  block,  on 
South  Main  street,  north  of  the  Advocaie  office. 
This  building,  whicli  cost  $7,000,  is  the  fust  and 
only  business  block  in  the  city. 

The  Globe  Building  & Loan  Association  was 
organized  in  December,  1 894,  with  M.  H.  Mur- 
ray, president;  W.  C.  O’Bryan,  vice-president ; 
Orion  Kirk,  secretary  and  treasurer;  J.  E.  Ladd, 
attorney;  Daniel  Stahl,  David  Edmonds,  W.  L. 
Cribbs,  W.  B . Gregg,  J.  M.  Cribbs  and  D.  H. 
Runneals,  directors. 

The  foundries  and  machine  shops  of  Bradner 
give  it  the  air  of  a manufacturing  center,  while 
derricks,  and  crowds  of  lively  oilmen,  tell  un- 
mistakably that  it  is  a center  of  oil  production. 

Civic  Affairs. — The  petition  for  the  incor- 
poration of  Bradner,  signed  by  forty-one  resi- 
dents, was  presented  to  the  commissioners  De- 
cember 2,  18S9.  This  was  followed  by  the 

usual  remonstrance,  and  both  were  considered 
February  4,  1890,  when  the  petition  was  granted 
and  made  of  record  February  10,  that  year. 

The  first  election  was  held  .April  22,  1890. 
w'hen  eighty-two  votes  were  cast.  J.  E.  Furste, 
was  chosen  mayor;  Jonathan  E.  Ladd,  clerk; 
J.  H.  Stephens,  treasurer;  Potter  C.  Clay,  mar- 
shal; John  F.  Miller,  Edward  Jamison.  Peter 
Plantz,  O.  J.  Mitchell,  M.  L.  Stevens  and  D.  H. 
Bryan,  councilinen,  with  M.  O.  Ladd,  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures.  Mr.  Ladd  has  served  as 
clerk  dowm  to  1896,  when  j.  H.  Cahill  succeeiled 
him.  Mr.  Stephens  was  treasurer  down  to  1894, 
W’hen  John  \\k  M'yant  succeeded  him.  and  J.  b' 
Huffman  succeeded  W’yant  in  1896.  R.  S.  De- 
witt was  elected  marslinl  in  1S06. 

The  mayors  elected  since  .April,  1890,  are 
named  a.s  follows;  J.  E.  I-'iirste,  1890,  resigncii 
in  July,  1890;  David  Edinonds,  ap-pointed  July 
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lO,  resigned  August  6.  when  Silas  Ralston  was 
appointed;  M.  Wolcott,  December  3,  1890, 

elected  in  April,  1891.  J.  S.  Ashbrook,  1891; 
N.  Wolcott,  December,  1892,  elected  in  April, 
1893;  A.  A.  Stamp,  1894;  W.  B.  Gregg,  1S96. 

The  councilmen  elected  annually  are  named 
in  the  following  list: 

1890  -0.  J.  Mitchell,  .M.  L..  Stephens,  E.  Jamison,  D.  H. 
ISryan,  P.  Plant/,  John  Miller,  John  \V.  Wyant  and 
John  Conley,  elected  to  till  vacancies. 

1891 —  O.  J.  .Mitchell,  El.  J.  Horton,  P.  Shottenberger,  M.  L. 
Stephens,  D.  H.  Bryan,  John  Miller. 

1892— -M.  L.  Stephens,  Milton  Ashley,  W.,  B.  Johnston,  D. 

'S'oungs.  D.  El.  Bryan,  .M.  L.  .Stephens,  O.  J.  .Mitchell, 
■r  El.  A.  James,  appointed  . in  July,  1892,  rhv  Youngs  re- 
signed, and  W.  A.  Stump,  in  December,  1892,  cice 
Stephens. 

1893 —  U.  II.  Bryan,  W.  B.  Gregg,  J.  H.  Stephens,  J.  W.  Beam, 
M.  Ashley,  W.  B.  Johnston. 

1894  -W.  B.  Johnston,  M.  Ashley,  C.  L.  Broyles,  J.  H.  Ste- 
phens, W.  B.  Gregg,  J.  W,  Beam. 

1895 —  W.  B.  Gregg,  S.  N.  Sloan,  with  Messrs.  Ashley,  John- 
ston, Broyles  and  Eowler. 

1896 —  S.  X.  Sloan,  .-V.  J.  E'ovvler,  C.  Eckert,  O.  W.  Delo,  C. 
Whalen  and  H.  Hartman. 

The  question  of  water  supply  was  discussed 
in  1894,  and  adopted  in  1895.  May.  1895, 
the  bid  of  the  Bradner  Supply  Co.,  for  furnishing 
10,000  feet  of  water  pipe,  was  accepted.  The 
system  of  fire  protection  embraces  an  800-barrel 
tank;  a tiowe  chemical  engine;  a pump  with 
steam  engine;  a hose-cart;  and  an  active  lire  de- 
partment. 

The  names  of  the  members  of  the  school 
board,  elected  in  1896,  are  J.  H.  Westerfield, 
M.  M.  Fowler,  J.  E.  Ladd,  David  Edmonds, 
J.  C.  Hartman,  and  A.  W.  Reese. 

Schools. — The  records  of  the  special  district 
of  Bradner  date  back  to  April  ii,  1876,  when 
William  Hartman,  A.  Earl  and  John  H.  Steph- 
ens were  elected  members  of  the  board  of  direct- 
ors. Among  the  teachers  named  in  the  record 
book  are  Helen  and  Alice  Canfield,  Nancy  Bierly, 
A.  J,  Munsell,  Alma  Adams,  Nora  Peoples,  Han- 
nah Mason,  Clara  Mahoney  and  L.  C.  Merchant. 
In  1879,  E.  A.  James,  James  Peebles,  J.  F".  Huff- 
manand  William  Brown  wereelecteddirectors;  M. 
L.  Stephens  and  Daniel  Stahl  are  named  in  later 
years.  On  September  22,  1883,  an  election  was 
held  for  directors  of  the  special  district,  and  John 
Edmonds,  Abram  Hyter  and  J.  P'.  Huffman  were 
chosen  directors.  W'iley  Peterson  was  treasurer 
of  the  district  in  1S84,  and  John  T.  Shippey, 
teacher.  In  1889,  M.  L.  Stej-hens,  A.  Hyter, 
D.  Stahl,  J.  Hartman,  J.  Walters  and  |.  Hutch- 
inson formed  the  board.  In  1883,  M.  M.  Fow- 
ler was  appointed  teacher;  Gilbert  Benton  in 
1886;  J.  E.  Ladd  succeeded  him  in  1887,  and 
taught  here  until  1892.  and  P".  H.  Bowers  from 
1892  to  1895.  In  April,  1893,  there  were  sev- 


enty-nine votes  cast  for  and  thirty-five  against 
the  question  of  building  a school  house,  and 
March  5,  1894,  si.x  bonds  for  $1,000,  one  for 
$2,000,  one  for  $1,500,  and  one  for  $500,  were 
issued.  The  present  two-story  building,  57x84 
feet  in  ground  area,  was  erected  and  equipped  at 
a cost  approximating  $i  5,000,  to  meet  which  a 
tax  levy  of  seven  mills  in  1894,  and  eighteen  mills 
in  1 895,  was  made.  The  board  of  i 895  coiiiprises 
J.  H.  Westerfield,  M.  M.  P'owler,  E.  A.  James, 
J.  C.  Hartman,  David  Edmonds  and  J.  E.  Ladd. 
There  are  281  children  in  the  district. 

Accidents.-  -T\\e  development  of  the  plaee 
has  not  been  carried  forward  without  some  rude 
shocks.  The  explosion  of  the  Bradford  Gly  cer- 
ine Compiany's  magazine,  a half-mile  south,  on 
January  9,  1S91,  damaged  several  buildings  in 
the  village.  The  collision,  on  the  C. , PI.  V.  & 
T.  railroad,  one  and  one-half  miles  south.  No- 
vember 9,  1893,  resulted  in  the  death  of  S.  H. 
Jones,  engineer  of  the  passenger  locomotive; 
Charles  Jones,  his  fireman;  James  C.  Cresh.  ex- 
pressman; and  W.  Kerlin,  engineer  of  the  Height 
i locomotive.  Three  others  were  injured.  The 
! oil  field  has  furnished  a full  quota  of  accidents, 
but  little  notice  is  taken  of  them. 

A mg’  Shot. — The  field  aims  at  large  things. 
In  August,  1895,  400  quarts,  or  1,333’,  pounds, 
of  glycerine  were  used  in  shooting  the  ^'an  Vleck 
& Stowe  well.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the 
largest  shot  ever  used  in  the  Bradner  field,  or, 
as  far  as  known  to  the  writer,  in  any  other  divis- 
ion of  Wood  county  oildom. 

Churches. — The  Methodist  Protestant  Society 
of  Mt.  Prospect,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
religious  organization  in  the  Bradner  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  builder  of  the  first  house  of  vror- 
ship.  Rev.  A.  D.  Homey,  is  pastor.  Since  the 
little  society  came  into  existence,  wonderful 
changes  in  the  temporal  and  spiritual  affairs  of 
the  people  have  taken  place,  so  that  to-day  there 
are  at  least  four  denominations  and  representa- 
tives of  many  more. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  erected  their 
present  house  of  worship  in  1891,  at  a cost  of 
$3,000.  Rev.  I.  N.  Kalb,  named  in  the  history 
of  the  Church  at  P'reeport,  is  pastor. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
Rev.  Mr.  Camertsfelder  was  pastor  in  [895.  is  an 
off-shoot  of  the  older  f^utheran  classes  of  the 
vicinitv.  Manv  of  its  members  belong  to  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  Bradner  district. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  as  organized  June 
14,  i8<)5.  by  Ke\'.  Dillon,  of  Bowling  Green, 
Elder  Ward,  of  New  Rochester,  and  Rev.  Syl. 
Haupert.  with  F.  Kirk,  T.  Martin  (elders),  E. 
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M.  Kirk,  J.  M.  Cabbs,  and  their  wives,  Mattie,  | 
jennie  and  Pearl  Kirk,  Charles  Kirk,  Mrs.  Delo,  [ 
fjrs.  lilack  (Kisingsunj,  and  Geo.  Murray.  This  | 
society  purchased  the  old  school  building  for  a 
nominal  sum,  and  fitted  it  up  as  a place  for  wor- 
ship. Rev.  Sylvanus  Haupert  was  pastor  at  the 
beginningof  1895. 

Union  Church,  on  Chestnut  Ridge,  east  of 
Bradner,  may  be  considered  a local  institution. 
The  original  deed  of  the  land  was  made  to  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Society,  which  merged 
into  the  German  Lutheran  Society  some  years 
.later.  Among  the  early  members,  as  remem- 
bered by  Mrs.  Minkler,  were  Jacob  Plantz, 
Ben  Plantz  (who  died  in  1895(1,  Peter  Bovie  and 
son,  and  William  Cox.  Mrs.  Minkler,  w'ho  has 
resided  near  the  church  for  over  forty-eight  years, 
states  that  the  log  house  of  w’orship  w'as  torn 
down  sixteen  years  ago  to  make  place  for  the 
present  church  house,  which  is  now'  used  only  on 
funeral  occasions. 

Cemetery. — Chestnut  Ridge  Cemetery  may  be 
said  to  have  been  established  in  1S36,  as  related 
in  other  pages.  It  is  certain  that  the  Shevely 
child  was  buried  there  in  1S37.  The  oldest 
headstone  observed  by  the  w'riter  is  that  w'hich 
tells  of  the  death  of  Christina  Zimmerman,  July 
26,  1846. 

Soeieties. — Bradner  is  w'ell  endow'ed  with 
secret  and  benevolent  societies,  the  greater  num- 
ber in  working  condition  and  thoroughly  alive 
to  the  interests  of  members. 

Acme  Lodge,  No.  676,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  w-as  char-  | 
tered  May  16  and  instituted  July  18,  1878,  with  I 
fourteen  charter  members,  of  whom  Morris  Reese  | 
was  noble  grand.  The  lodges  at  Risingsun,  j 
Freeport  and  Pemberville  are  offshoots  of  No.  j 
676.  The  first  members  were  C.  Bryan,  M.  j 
Ashley,  W.  C.  Glover,  Tobias  Hanline,  John 
Peoples,  J.  F.  Hutchinson,  Elverson  Peoples.  G. 
W.  Foster,  A.  Wh  Reese,  W.  Bell,  M.  Reese, 
and  S.  W.  Smead. 

The  Daughters  of  Rebekah  organized  here  in  | 
later  years  w'ith  thirty  members,  of  whom  Hattie 
E.  Ayers  was  noble  grand. 

Hamilton  Post,  No.  90,  G.  A.  R..  was  char-  | 
tered  June  15,  iSSi,  and  named  in  honor  of  a | 
soldier,  who,  in  1861,  enlisted  at  Perrysburg  in  I 
Co.  K,  First  United  States  Chasseurs,  afterward  | 
known  as  the  65th  N.  V.  \’.;  was  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania,  and  died  in  1872.  The  original 
members  of  this  Post  were:  Richard  Angus,  E. 
R.  Beach,  W.  Crossman,  H.  Dobson,  M.  Eckert, 

Evans,  Geo.  D.  Evans,  William  Ensminger, 
T.  M.  Hill.  Caleb  Minkler,  J.  Fry.  J.  S.  Ma- 
honey, J.  F,  Hutchinson,  J.  M.  Jones,  J.  Heath, 


J.  W.  Hoiles,  William  Gregg,  J.  Timmons,  V/. 
Peterson.  C.  Walters,  A.  Shively,  E.  A.  James 
and  J.  M.  James.  E.  A.  James  was  the  first 
commander,  and  John  Mahoney  the  first  adjutant; 
J.  Hutchinson  succeeded  James;  J.  F.  Huffman 
W'as  the  third  to  command;  B.  Langell,  the 
fourth.  Wm.  M.  Basore  succeeded  adjiuant 
Mahoney  in  1883,  and  I.  V.  .Shell  succeeded 
him  in  18S4,  the  number  of  members  at  that 
time  being  fifty-four. 

Hamilton  Women’s  Relief  Corps  is  made  up 
of  the  wives,  daughters  and  sisters  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Hamilton  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

Bradner  Lodge,  No.  429,  K.  of  P.,  was 
chartered  May  8,  1S90.  with  thirty-six  members, 
namely:  J.  W.  Wyant,  E.  Evans,  M.  O.  Ladd. 

V.  B.  Langell,  A.  A.  Stump,  J.  F.  and  J. 
Pluffman,  John  P'.dmonds,  ].  E.  Ladd,  Marlm 
Eckert,  J.  P.  Evans,  J.  M.  Stephens,  |.  E.  Furste. 
M.  Hathaway,  M.  J.  Cleary,  W.  G.  Nicholls. 
B F.  Hart,  G.  W.  Walters,  C.  E.  Cornman, 
M.  M.  Fowler,  T.  J.  Sullivan,  G.  V\h  Ivckert, 
T.  J.  Clements,  M.  H.  Brasher,  C.  E.  Hyter,  H. 
G.  Hartman,  C.  L.  Broyles,  R.  Timms,  Da\id 
Edmonds,  A.  |.  Fowler,  W.  B.  Gregg,  J.  j. 
Pratt,  W.  L.  Dunn,  .S.  H.  Curry,  J.  F.  Nepton, 
and  J.  M.  Cribbs.  The  office  of  chancellor  has 
been  filled  by  the  following  named  members; 

W.  B.  Gregg  and  J.  W.  W\ant,  1890:  J.  E. 
Ladd  and  ].  E.  Furste,  1891;  C.  E.  Hyter  and 
A.  A.  Stump,  1892;  J.  M.  Cribbs  and  D.  H. 
Youngs.  1893:  G.  W.  Walter  and  J.  V.  Huff- 
man, 1894;  and  N.  L.  Coveil  and  C.  L.  Broyle-. 
1895.  The  keepers  of  records  and  seals,  since 
organization,  are  named  as  follows;  J.  E. 
Furste,  1890;  C.  E.  Hyter,  1891:  W.  B.  Gregg, 
1892:  J.  M.  Stephens,  i893;\\'.  B.  Gregg,  1804; 
and  A.  A.  Stump,  1895. 

I.  O.  U.  A.  M.  Council.  No.  270,  was  char- 
tered May  4,  1S92.  with  W.  W.  Stevens,  N.  J. 
Hartman,  E.  I'.  Huffman,  John  M.  Williams, 
J.  O.  Ladd,  J.  L.  Fleming,  Fred  Huffman,  M.  P 
Colt.  W.  White,  J.  W.  Meek  and  J.  S.  New  man. 

Shuey  Hive.  No.  100,  L.  O.  T.  M..  was 
chartered  Septembers,  1894,  with  Lucy  Fmst.x 
L.  C.,  and  the  following  named  officers  in  Tcit 
rank:  Carrie  Lamb.  Etta  Graham,  Ida  Coliin.s. 

Emma  Morris,  Aniui  Fowler,  Ada  McHtuiry. 
Blanche  Rhoades,  Adda  Ladd  and  Fannie  La  id 
Bradner  Tent,  No.  119,  K.  O.  T.  M..  w;;-^ 
chartered  December  13,  1 892 , with  the  following 
named  officers  in  Tent  rank;  C.  E.  Hyter.  W.  >• 
Morris,  William  Clark,  1'.  II.  Lamb,  W'ib'.mi 
White,  Thomas  Fuiilv,  J.  E,  b'ursto,  (.'bar;  ■' 
Allen,  Robert  DeWitt,  W’illiam  Knowles,  b 
i Shefier,  William  Daily  and  I'rank  I'aily,  with 
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! twelve  unofficial  members.  The  Tent  now  claims 

j sixty-five  members,  the  names  of  the  twelve 

I members  referred  to  being  J.  F.  Miller,  A.  Leslie, 

j B.  W.  Graham,  E.  J.  Horton,  G.  A.  McAlpine, 

i C.  E.  Herriff,  E.  L.  Bordner,  T.  Glements, 

I W.  M.  Chamberlain,  J.  F.  Turk  and  J.  H.  Lapp, 

j White  Division,  No.  5,  U.  R.  K.  O.  T.  M., 

i was  organized  March  19,  1895,  with  the  follow- 

I ing  named  members:  F.  B.  Allen,  George  Coyle, 

; W.  White,  D.  H.  Runneals,  M.  H.  Overocker, 

I F.  H.  Lamb,  C.  E.  .Allen,  William  Summers, 

j J.  O.  Wiles,  E.  T.  Welsh,  W.  Gaines,  George 

j McAlpine,  R.  DeBrant,  E.  A.  North,  M.  P. 

! Long,  M.  H.  Murray,  George  Murray,  B.  W. 

I Graham,  C.  A.  Herriff,  John  H.  Lapp  and  Patsie 

i Molchy.  The  officers  were  George  Coyle,  past 

I captain;  F".  B.  Allen,  captain;  D.  H.  Runneals, 

! record  keeper,  and  W.  White,  finance  keeper. 

I There  are  twenty-one  members. 

! The  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union 

* was  oiganized  in  May,  1895,  with  Mrs.  F.  H. 

1 Bower,  president;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Bordner  and  Mrs. 

i F.  Kirk,  vice-presidents;  Mrs.  Beam,  secretary; 

i Mrs.  M.  Ashley,  Mrs.  E.  James  and  Mrs.  D.  I. 

{ Dale,  superintendents. 

I The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  organized  in  May, 

I 1895,  with  F.  H.  Bowers,  president;  Rev.  Syl- 

j vanus  Haupert,  secretary,  and  W.  S.  F"rees, 

I treasurer.  The  association’s  hall  is  in  the  second 

I story  of  the  old  school  house,  now  used  as  the 

! Presbyterian  church. 

I 

! 

i 

j RISINGSUN. 

j The  first  settlement  made  within  the  vicinity 

j of  this  village  was  that  by  Benjamin  Wollam, 

I who  purchased  land  in  Sec.  25,  in  1834,  built  a 

•j  pole  shanty  with  the  aid  of  an  Indian,  and  then 

i fled  from  the  wild  animals  which  infested  the 

’ place.  Within  a few  years,  Benjamin  and  Arch- 

i ibald  Wollam  are  found  here.  In  1837,  Straub 

I located  on  the  site  of  the  village,  where  he  con- 

structed a log  cabin.  A cabin  for  school  purposes 
' was  built  prior  to  that  time,  and  Arnold  Moon 

j installed  as  teacher.  David  Phillips  settled  in 

i the  village  in  1844;  Conrad  Shefier,  the  same 

I year,  while  Adam  Bates,  David  Shoe,  David 

I Bierly  and  others,  named  in  the  history  of  the 

township,  must  be  considered  among  the  pio- 
neers of  the  district.  In  1849,  George  Strause 
built  the  first  frame  dwelling  house,  and  in  1851 
the  first  frame  barn.  In  1866,  William  Shoup 
erected  a small  house  for  mercantile  purposes, 
near  the  Prentiss  sawmill  (constructed  in  1857, 
and,  later,  operated  by  J.  W.  Blessing).  The 

'i 


! place  was  at  first  known  as  St.  Elms,  but  this 
i beiiig  too  polite  for  a spot  in  the  wilderness,  the 
j residents  went  to  the  other  extreme  and  named 
I it  “ Coon  Town.  ” The  limestone  outcrop  sug- 
gested "Stony  Battery,”  which  name  it  bore 
until  July  4,  1874,  when  David  Earl's  motion  to 
baptize  the  place  " Rising  Sun  ” was  adopted. 
It  is  now  spelled  as  one  word — " Risingsun.” 

The  village  was  surveyed  by  W.  H.  Wood,  in 
June,  1876,  for  Luther  Wineland,  John  Mervin, 
J.  W.  Bonawit,  Adam  Grover.  J.  W.  Blessing, 
John  Carey,  E.  Bolinger,  Conrad  Shefier  and 
their  wives,  and  E.  F.  Day  and  Thomas  Mervin. 
Henry  Baker,  John  Mervin  and  John  Carey  were 
the  original  owners  of  the  land;  John  W.  Bless- 
ing was  the  first  postmaster,  and  Enos  Williams 
the  first  carrier  of  the  nrail  'between  the  village 
and  Fostoria  in  the  ante-railroad  days. 

Prior  to  the  close  of  April,  1877,  there  were 
established  here-  P'rankfother  Bros.’  general  store. 
Gregg,  Wyman  d:  Co.’s  lime  kilns,  John  Baker’s 
hotel,  and  two  drug  stores.  The  school  house 
then  sheltered  about  fifty  pupils,  while  a brick 
house,  for  church  purposes,  was  in  process  of 
building,  and  ground  was  broken  for  over  twenty 
dwellings.  In  1886,  there  were  three  hotels, 
two  drv-goods  houses,  two  hardware  houses,  one 
flour  and  feed  store,  one  grocery,  one  saloon, 
two  schools,  two  physicians,  four  preachers,  the 
lime  works,  and  two  churches,  found  here. 

Village  Officci-s. — In  November,  1878,  a pe- 
tition was  signed  by  forty-one  inhabitants  asking 
the  commissioners  to  incorporate  them  as  a vil- 
lage. This  was  presented  December  16,  1878, 
but  the  order  creating  the  village  was  not  signed 
until  March  13,  18-79. 

The  mayors  were  E.  F.  Day,  1879;  Charles 
E.  Sabin,  1882;  W.  S.  Sutliff,  1883;  Chauncey 
E.  Houston,  1890;  A.  H.  Emerson,  1893;  G.  C. 
Shefier,  appointed  in  July,  1893;  E.  F.  Day  was 
elected  in  1894,  and  was  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  village  in  October.  1895,  when  the  records 
were  summarized.  In  1896,  he  was  re-elected. 

The  office  of  clerk  has  been  held  by  Ray  Gil- 
more, 1879;  S.  G.  Sheller,  1879;  Martin  Shively. 
1881;  J.  H.  Ream,  1S88;  Charles  R.  Shefier. 
1889,  re-elected  in  189G. 

The  office  of  treasurer  has  been  filled  b\  Con- 
rad Shefier,  1879;  E.  F.  Day,  1886;  George  H. 
Baker,  1892;  and  H.  C.  Sass,  1896. 

The  councilmen  elected  since  the  beginning 
are  named  as  follows: 

1S7U  H.  H.  1 {o'lstnii,  J.  W.  Miilir,  J.  W.  Ri  rsf,  J.  W'.  Uon- 
.iwit,  n.mu  l Riuzoii,  1..  M.  Musrly. 

1880 — John  Mervin,  M.  0.  Moweii,  J.  \V.  Hlessine,  H.  11. 
Houston,  .\.  tlr.ilKT,  J.  W.  Honawit. 
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l^gl — G.  M.  North,  John  Mervin,  M.  C.  Mowen,  E.  H.  Kirk, 

A.  Graber,  J.  \V.  Bona  wit. 

1882 —  Lewis  M.  ?vlosely,  W.  Bates,  A.  Graber,  M.  C.  Mervin, 
C.  Heplir,  G.  M.  North. 

1883 —  G.  M.  North,  L.  M.  Mosely,  A.  Graber,  J.  H.  Miller, 
U,  F.  Myers,  J.  W.  Bonawit. 

1884 —  William  Wollam,  E.  F.  Day,  H.  L.  Byington,  L.  M. 
Mo.sely,  G.  M.  North,  A.  Graber. 

1885 —  William  Wollam,  E.  F.  Day,  II.  L.  Byington,  J.  H. 
Burnett,  j.  W.  Blessing,  G.  M.  North. 

1886 —  J.  W’.  Reese,  Conrad  Shefler,  H.  K.  Byington,  J,  H. 
Burnett,  J.  W.  Blessing,  G.  M.  North. 

1887 —  G.  H.  Baker,  Conrad  Shelter,  H.  L.  Byington,  J.  H. 
Burnett,  Ed.  Bollinger,  J.  W.  Reese. 

1888 —  G.  G.  Myers,  N.  \\'irebaugh,  H.  L.  Byington,  J.  H. 
Burnett,  Ed.  Bollinger,  j.  W.  Reese. 

1889 —  G.  H.  Baker,  Charles  Day,  H.  L.  Byington,  J.  H.  Bur- 
nett, L.  C.  Windull,  G.  G.  Myers. 

1890—  G.  H.  Baker,  Charles  Day,  George  Buck,  J.  H.  Bur- 
nett, Noah  Swope,  G.  G.  iMyers. 

1891 —  Martin  Shively,  Charlc.s  Day,  E.  S.  Shefier,  Noah 
Swope,  B.  F.  Bates,  G.  G.  iMyers. 

1892 —  Martin  Shively,  Charles  Day,  E.  S.  Shefler,  E.  F.  Day, 

B.  F.  Bates,  W.  Wolf. 

1893—  Jesse  Graham,  Charles  Cook,  E.  F.  Day,  J.  H.  Bur- 
nett, W.  Wolf. 

1894 —  Jesse  Graham,  J.  H.  Burnett,  H.  \Mglesang,  E.  Gra- 
ham, S.  Hengsteler. 

1895 —  J.  M.  Koons,  Jesse  Miller,  H.  Voglesang,  E.  Graham, 

S;  Hengsteler.  f 

1896 —  C.  S.  Shefler,  J.  f'.  Myers  and  William  Wolf  vvere 
elected. 

Conmion  School. — The  school  directors  of  1876 
employed  L.  C.  Ed^ar  to  take  charge  of  their 
schools,  established  two  rooms  in  a public  hall, 
and  guarded  the  interests  of  the  district  so  well 
that  in  1880  they  were  enabled  to  build  two 
brick  school  houses.  At  that  time  the  graded 
system  was  adopted,  and  G.  C.  Shetler  employed 
as  superintendent.  In  1892  the  present  modern 
school  house  was  erected,  at  a cost  of  $12,000. 
On  May  1 1 , 1891 , Risingsun  organized  as  a 

separate  district,  with  J.  W.  Blessing,  L.  C.  Win- 
chell,  W.  W.  Long,  John  Phillips,  William  Myers 
and  E.  E.  White,  directors.  An  election  on  the 
question  of  building  a new  school  house  was  held 
June  5,  1891,  when  sixty-four  votes  were  recorded 
for  and  twenty  against,  and  August  28,  1891,  the 
contract  for  building  was  awarded  to  Ricker  & 
Mayer.  On  September  3 the  sum  of  $10,025 
was  received  from  the  sale  of  bonds.  In  Octo- 
ber, C.  A.  Kline  succeeded  J.  W.  Blessing  as 
president,  and  in  April,  1893,  G.  G.  Myers  suc- 
ceeded him.  E.  E.  White  has  served  as  clerk 
of  the  district  since  its  organization.  G.  W. 
Hengsteler  and  Emma  Byington  have  been  I 
members  of  the  board  in  later  days,  and  Mr. 
Shefler  has  held  the  position  of  superintendent 
since  1891.  The  enumeration  made  in  july, 
1895,  shows  103  male  and  seventy-two  female 
pupils. 

Post  Office. — The  records  of  the  post  office 
date  back  to  July  17,  1873,  when  John  W. 
Blessing  was  commissioned  postmaster.  H.  B. 


Houston  was  appointed  in  1 876;  J.  K.  Plantz,  in 
September,  1881;  C.  E.  Sabin,  in  1883;  P‘.  J. 
Aldrich,  in  July,  1884,  to  succeed  W.  H.  Wight, 
who  served  a short  time.  In  May,  1 8S7,  Samuel 
Milligan  was  appointed;  on  May  i , 18S9,  O.  A. 
Biglev  was  commissioned;  and  in  August,  1893, 
G.  H,  Baker  was  appointed.  When  the  name 
was  remodeled,  in  Septeiriher,  1 894,  a new  com- 
mission was  issued  to  Mr.  Baker.  L.  L.  Pop, 
his  courteous  deputy,  attends  to  postal  affairs. 

Eaith  post  office,  four  miles  southeast,  was 
discontinued  in  1 893,  Wm.  L.  Shupe,  the  post- 
master, losing  a sinecure  of  small  value. 

Fires. — The  fire  of  October  30.  1 S94,  re- 
sulted ih  the  destruction  of  the  Arcade,  and  a 
few  small  buildings.  It  was  the  introduction  to 
the  greater  fire  of  February,  1895,  which  reduced 
to  ashes  the  Philiips-Shelfer  building  { occupied 
by  C.  E.  White’s  drug  store,  and  J . D.  Good- 
man’s grocery ),  and  Miller's  blacksmith  shop. 

Churches. — The  United  Prethrpn  Society 
was  organized  in  1854,  under  the  name  “ Mont- 
gomery U.  B.  Church. ” On  January  30,  185S, 
the  Union  Church  trustees  purchased  a small 
tract  of  land  from  Benjamin  Wollam,  in  the  S. 
W.  corner  of  Sec.  25,  but  what  interest  the  U. 
B.  Society  had  in  it  then  is  not  known.  It  is, 
however,  understood  that  the  frame  building, 
used  by  them  down  to  187S,  made  wav  for  the 
brick  house  of  worship.  The  first  pastors  were 
Samuel  Essex  and  George  Stewart.  The  society 
signed  articles  of  incorporation  February  ic, 
1881,  H.  E.  Smith,  John  Carey  and  Amos  Big- 
le}’,  trustees,  representing  the  seventeen  mem- 
bers then  belonging.  Rev.  A.  H.  White  is  pas- 
tor, and  E.  E.  White,  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school. 

The  Radical  U.  B.  Society  is  a recent  organ- 
ization, of  which  Rev.  J.  W.  Witham.  of  Fos- 
toria,  is  pastor.  The  thirty-five  members  pur- 
chased one  of  the  two  old  brick  school  houses, 
filled  it  up  as  a place  of  worship,  and  dedicated 
it  January  27,  1 895. 

The  Church  of  God  was  organized,  in  i S60, 
by  J.  W.  Wilson  and  R.  FI.  Bolton.  The  mem- 
bers worshiped  in  the  Basswood  school  house 
until  1S76,  when  they  purchased  a house  from 
j the  school  district,  in  which  they  held  meetings 
until  1 88 1,  when  their  present  frame  building 
was  erected  on  the  Sandusky  side  of  the  county 
line.  Rev.  W.  E.  Fuller  is  pastor,  and  G.  W. 
Hengsteler,  superintendent.  There  were  eighty- 
five  members  reported  in  October,  1S95. 

Societies. — Onward  Lodge,  No.  329.  K.  of 
P.,  was  chartered  January  29,  1889,  aiaJ  in.-^ti- 
tuted  March  7 of  that  year.  The  original  mem- 
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bers  were  James  Carmichael,  P.  Stump  (3J, 
Joseph  Riegler,  J.  W.  Bierly,  S.  S.  Mcwen  (4), 
F.  Bower  (2),  G.  H.  Baker,  William  Wolf  (5), 
C.  G.  Myers,  C.  R.  Shetler,  G.  W.  Dunlap  (6), 
E.  E.  White,  W.  S.  Lyon,  H.  L.  ILington  (1), 
S.  B.  Vandersol,  H.  Rubart,  P.  Byers  and  L. 
Swope.  The  chancellors  have  been  the  charter 
members  after  whose  names  the  figures  i to  6 
are  given,  with  A.  C.  Wolf,  X.  Rinebold,  J.  H. 
Re.am,  H.  A.  Blackman,  G C.  Sheiler,  A.  I.. 
Ferster,  A.  F.  Plantz,  and  G.  E.  Pew,  who  was 
serving  in  June,  1895.  C.  G.  Myers  was  the 
first  keeper  of  records  and  seals,  M.  Shively  the 
second,  and  F.  Bower  the  third.  The  number 
of  members  in  June,  1895,  sixty-three. 

Rising  Sun  Lodge,  Xo,  7S8,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
chartered  August  15,  1890,  and  instituted  August 
20,  with  the  following  named  members;  J.  H. 
Ream,  C.  G.  Myers,  C.  A.  Houstin  fi),  J.  M. 
Koons  f5),  W.  S.  Sutliff,  L.  A.  Tavlor,  William 
Wolf  (4),  F.  Glasscott,  J.  H.  Rease,  S.  Bodie, 
X.  Rinebold  (2),  P.  Byers,  G.  Gephart,  ].  H. 
Burnett  (6j,  and  L.  Swope  (3).  The  members, 
after  whose  names  the  figures  are  placed,  served 
as  noble  grands  in  the  order  given,  with  William 
Myers  the  seventh,  and  E.  L.  McCrory  the  eighth, 
incumbent.  J.  M.  Koons  was  the  first  secretary; 
W.  Myers,  the  second;  f.  H.  Ream,  the  third; 
and  E.  M.  Martin,  the  fourth.  There  were 
forty-four  members  reported  in  June,  1895. 


] The  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  was  organized  here  Jau- 
! uary  15,  1889,  with  thirty-nine  Sons,  and  had  at 
I one  time  sevent}^  members,  but  in  recent  }-ears 
' the  membership  has  fallen  very  low. 

Whitman  Post,  604,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized 
in  September,  1 888,  but  not  chartered  until  1892. 
I'he  original  members  were  O.  A.  Bigley  (2  and  4;, 
and  Samuel  Plantz,  Stephen  Shoe,  Conrad  Shef- 
ler,  Henry  Voglesang  (3),  Jesse  Miller,  Jacob 
Phi-Ster,  Martin  Shively  (i),  Adam  Miller,  A.  X. 
Byers,  A.  Putman,  Daniel  Ragon,  Enos  Williams, 
Jacob  Sidile,  Titus  Beck,  B.  Inman,  Joseph 
Stohl,  Moses  Myvmer,  Jacob  Boyd,  Thomas 
Mervin,  W.  L.  Shupe.  Three  of  the  number 
have  served  as  commanders,  while  Henry  Vogle- 
sang is  the  adjutant.  There  were  sixteen  mem- 
bers reported  in  October,  1895. 

Whitman  Relief  Corps,  Xo.  179,  was  char- 
tered February  12,  1S93,  with  the  folio  wing- 

named  members:  Lizzie  Wirebaugh.  Ida  Ferster, 
Jatie  Bollii-igei,  Saraki  Vuglesang,  Clara  Cook, 
Angie  Bower,  Xettie  Miller,  Lizzie  Burnett, 
Mary  Rouglet,  Catherine  Miller,  Hattie  bdotz, 
Minnie  Graham,  Anna  Bigley,  Emma  Inman, 
Cynthia  Cline,  Ida  Day,  Ida  White  and  Rose 
Aldrich.  The  office  of  president  has  been  filled 
by  Mrs.  L.  Burnett,  Lizzie  Burnett  and  Tina 
Covill,  and  that  of  secretary  by  Ida  Ferster  and 
Minnie  Graham,  Mrs.  Ferster  being  secretary  in 
1895.  There  are  twenty  members. 


CHAPTKK 


PERRY  TOWXSHIP. 

Survey  — Population  — Topography  — A Pioneer  Wea vher  Bureai^  — Organization — E.xri.y 
Officers  — Township  Officials  — Firsi'  Law-si'it  — Pioneers  — Early  La.nd  IU’yers  — 
Early  Mills — Men  of  1839 — Counterfeiters — The  Stonf:  House — Schools — Churches  ; 
West  Millchiove  — Hatton,  Fos'iori.x  and  Longley  — Surveys  — \'illage  Histories  — 
Post  Offices  — Village  Officers  — Traders,  Etc. — Churches,  Schools,  Cemeieries. 
Societies,  Etc. 


The  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  of  this 
township  was  made  by  Alexander  and 
Samuel  Holmes,  in  1819,  and  that  of  the 
interior  or  sectional  lines,  in  1821,  by  S. 

Bourne. 

The  population  in  1840  was  559;  in  1850, 
888;  and  in  i860,  1,292.  The  increase  during 
the  thirty  years,  ending  in  1890,  cannot  compare 


with  that  of  the  tri-cennial  period,  ending  in  i 860. 
In  1 S70  the  population  was  1 , 323  ; in  1 880,  1,174; 
and  in  1890,  1,449,  or  a fraction  over  forty  per- 
sons to  each  stpiare  mile.  The  decrease  in  the 
last  Census  period  must  be  ascribed  to  the  fru't 
that  the  oil  fields  of  the  neighboring  townsliips 
won  many  of  the  young  men  oi  Perry,  while  I'os- 
toria.  Bowling  Green  and  other  thriving  towns 
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won  over  a large  contingent  of  both  young  and 
old.  v.’ho  preferred  urban  to  agricultural  life. 

The  village  of  West  Millgrove,  near  the  north- 
west corner,  was  credited  with  207  inhabitants 
in  1890.  while  the  northwestern  addition  to 
Fostoria,  in  this  township,  was  left  unnoticed, 
though  surveyed  as  early  as  1887,  and  built  up 
within  a few  years. 

The  soil,  derived  from  the  drift  and  from  the 
decomposition  of  geologic  conformations,  is  rich 
in  everything  that  constitutes  good  land.  It  is  a 
durable  soil,  which  has  made  large  returns  to  its 
cultivators,  and  is  still  capable  of  yielding  greater 
rewards  to  the  laborers. 

A Pioneer  Weather  Bureau. — The  weather 
of  pioneer  days  is  well  described  in  a record  kept 
by  John  Crocker,  of  Fostoria,  from  January, 
1826,  to  January,  1838.  The  little  book,  as 
summarized  in  1884  by  the  writer,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing data  ; 

Jamiary  2fi,  1826 — Twenty-one  degrees  below. 

April  10,  1820 — Fiv'e  inches  of  snow. 

April  28,  1820  — Majile  buds  green. 

January  20,  1827 — Thirty-one  degrees  below;  squirrels 
destroyed  wheat  and  corn  in  1827. 

October  80,  1827 — Snow  fell  six  inches. 

March  29,  1828 --Great  flood. 

April  25,  1829 — Two  inches  of  snow. 

February  2,  183<1 — Snote  thirteen  inches  deep. 

December  22,  18;-J0 — Forty-one  degrees  below. 

February  7,  1881  -Forty-two  degrees  below. 

.A,pril  8,  1881--Two  inches  of  snow  fell. 

May  3,  1881  Apple  trees  in  bloom. 

July  25.  ll:<81  Portage  high;  wet  summer. 

October  10,  1881  High  flood. 

November  21,  1881—  Winter  commenced. 

January  — . 1882— Great  thaw. 

f'ebruary  14,  1882  —High  water;  price  of  corn,  3 shillings; 
wheat,  6,  an<i  rye,  4 shillings. 

May  8,  1882--.\p[)le  trees  in  bloom;  some  planted  corn 
three  times. 

June  1,  1832 — Cold  summer;  corn  barely  ripened. 

January  25,  1888 — Wild  geese  going  toward  lake;  for- 
ward spring. 

Ajiril  il  to  20,  1884  — Heavy  frosts. 

February,  18.85 — Coldest  weather  ever  known  here;  hay 
islO  a ton. 

February  24,  1886 — Snow  eleven  inches  deep. 

.May,  18;J6— High  water. 

February,  1887  -Fifteen  inches  of  snow  fell;  great  pro- 
duction ol  sugar. 

May  11,  1887 — Corn  rotted  in  ground. 

January  2,  1><88 — \'ery  warm  weather. 

January  6 and  7,  lsi;l8 — John  Morrison  [(lowed  two  days. 

This  reminder  of  early  days  is  not  the  least 
valuable  of  the  Crocker  papers  in  possession  of 
•Mr.  Foster,  for  it  is  certainly  a history  of  the 
'veather  of  pioneer  days — a sketch  of  atmos- 
pheric conditions  not  often  obtainable. 

Or  <^aiuAatiou.- — Tit  is  e.xtrerne  southeastern 
division  of  the  enunfy,  as  set  off  from  the  older 
Djwnship  of  Portage,  March  4,  1S53,  included 
lownships  3 and  4,  in  Range  t2,  and  To\vushi[i 
.b  in  Range  ii.  or,  in  munieijial  language,  the 


townships  of  Perry,  Montgomery  and  Bloom. 

Parly  Officers. — The  first  election  was  held 
at  Isaac  Kelly’s  house  on  April  i,  1833,  when 
the  following-named  officers  were  elected:  Trus- 
tees, William  Shawhan,  Samuel  P.  Cory  and 
Isaac  Kelly;  clerk,  Uzal  M.  Cory;  overseers  of 
the  poor,  James  K.  Atkinson  and  A.  Weaver; 
fence  viewers,  James  K.  Atkinson,  A.  Weaver 
and  Israel  Nestlerode;  treasurer,  Samuel  P.  Cory: 
constable,  Gideon  Jones;  supervisor,  'A'illiam 
Shawhan.  On  March  3,  tne  trustees  divided  the 
township  into  three  road  distiicts,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1835,  into  four  school  districts. 

At  the  first  general  election,  held  October  8, 
1S33,  twenty  votes  were  cast.  The  narnes  of 
the  persons  voting,  as  appear  bv  the  poll-book, 
were:  Frederick  Shawhan,  John  A.  Kelly, 

Charles  Smith,  Isaac  Kelly,  John  Cameron, 
Samuel  S.  Palmer,  Uzal  M.  Cory,  Moses  Kelly, 
Samuel  P.  Cory,  James  McCormick,  James  Jones, 
Gideon  Jones,  Wilham  Shawhan,  am  Moore, 
Abraham  Weaver,  Henry  Sapp,  John  Johnston, 
Laban  Radwa}',  M.  J.  Wilkinson,  Israel  Nestie- 
rode.  The  judges  of  election  were  Samuel  P. 
Cory,  James  McCormick  and  Isaac  Kelly;  and 
clerks,  Uzal  M.  Cory  and  Samuel  S.  Palmer.  la 
1834,  Isaac  Kelly,  James  Jones  and  .Asa  Eng- 
land were  elected  trustees;  Uzal  M.  Cory,  clerk; 
John  X.  Fish,  William  Shaw  and  John  Clark, 
Jr.,  supervisors;  Samuel  S.  Palmer,  George  AShi- 
son  and  Charles  Kelly,  Jr.,  fence  viewers;  Moses 
Kelly  and  Israel  Nestlerode,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  Moses  Warner,  treasurer.  The  amount 
of  the  treasurer’s  bond  was  $200,  with  Samuel 
P.  Cory  as  surety. 

On  April  6,  1835.  the  township  election  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  M.  Chilcote.  The  offi- 
cers elected  were;  Trustees,  .Asa  England,  Sam- 
uel S.  Palmer  and  Rufus  1).  Keeney;  treasurer. 
Israel  Nestlerode;  constables,  John  X.  Fish  and 
John  F.  Kiser;  overseers  of  the  poor.  James 
Jones  and  Plarvey  McCormick;  fence  viewers, 
Samuel  P.  Cory,  Samuel  Solomon  and  Jacob 
Baker;  supervisors,  William  Shawhan,  James  K 
Atkinson  and  George  Swain.  No  clerk  seems  to 
have  been  elected  at  that  time;  but  a few  da_\s 
after  the  trustees  appointed  Uzal  M.  Cory.  .As 
I there  were  not  so  many  aspirants  for  office  then, 
probabl}-  the  clerkship  was  forgotten  at  the  elec- 
tion. In  1836  and  1S37  the  elections  wore  held 
at  the  house  of  George  Wilson. 

TOWNSHll’  (M  KICl.M.S. 

Trustees. — The  trustees’  journals,  e.xccpt 
i these  of  modern  times,  are  things  of  shred.s  and 
i patches.  Township  Clerk  Smith  made  a tliorough 
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effort  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of  the  old  books, 
and  did  succeed  in  a few  instances.  The  follow- 
ing list  of  trustees  and  clerks,  down  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  is,  however,  based  on  documents  in 
Auditor  Gahan’s  office.  The  names  and  dates 
w’ere  compared  with  the  township  records,  as 
found  at  West  Miilgrove: 

183^3 — Wiliiam  Shawhan,  Samuel  P.  Cory,  Isaac  Kelly. 

18134 — Asa  Irngland,  James  Jones,  Isaac  Kelly. 

1836 — Asa  England,  Rufus  D.  Keeney,  Samuel  S.  Palmer. 

1836 —  Asa  England,  Rufus  D.  Keeney,  James  Jones. 

1837 —  John  Bradner,  Samuel  S.  Palmer,  James  Jones. 

1838 —  William  .Shawhan,  Samuel  E.  Burns,  John  Best. 

1839 —  Joseph  Chilcote,  John  Chilcote,  George  Boyer. 

1840 —  Samuel  M.  Chilcote,  Samuel  P.  Cory,  Xorman  Russell. 

1841 —  Samuel  M.  Chilcote;  Samuel  P.  Cory,  Samuel  T. 
Palmer. 

1842 —  George  Wilson,  Ozra  Baldwin,  Ezekiel  Kellv. 

1843 —  George  Wilson,  Norman  Russell,  PZzekiel  Kelly. 

1844—  Jacob  Kinnaman,  Fred  Febbe,  Hosea  Hudson. 

1846 — Jacob  Kinnaman,  James  J()nes,  John  Clark. 

1846 —  A.  G.  McClellan,  James  Jones,  Alfred  Brown. 

1847 —  A.  G.  .McClellan,  James  Jones.  James  Cuthbertson. 

1848 —  A.  G.  McClellan,  .S.  M.  Chilcote,  John  Norris. 

1849— 51 — Jolin  Norris,  Samuel  E.  Burns,  W.  B.  Ketcham.. 
1862— D.  E.  Coe,  Samuel  E.  Burns,  I.  H Bucher. 

1853 — A.  Keefer,  William  Rees,  D.  E.  Coe. 

1864 —  A.  Keefer,  A.  G.  McClellan,  D.  E.  Coe. 

1865 —  A.  Keefer,  W.  B.  Ketcham,  D.  E.  Coe. 

1856 — Isaac  Brandeberry,  Josiah  Richardson,  Jr.,  W.  B. 
Ketcham. 

1867 — Isaac  Brandeberry,  Josiah  Richardson,  Jr.,  A.  G.  Mc- 
Clellan. 

1858—  Isaac  Brandeberry,  George  McCormick,  J.  S.  Hatfield. 

1859 —  J.  W.  Nestlerode,  George  McCormick,  A.  J.  Baird. 

1860 —  J.  W.  Nestlerode,  R.  Swineliart,  A.  1.  Baird. 

1861 —  A.  Keefer,  S.  A.  Bishop,  Israel  E verett. 

1862 —  A.  Keefer,  .S.  A.  Bishop,  Tobias  Bossier. 

1863— 64 — S.  A.  Bishop,  Josiah  Kiger,  John  Richard. 

1865 —  Henry  Padgham,  Josiah  Kiger,  John  Richard. 

1866 —  D.  J.  Daly,  Josiah  Kiger,  H.  Padgham. 

1867 —  \\k  B.  Ketcham,  Thomas  Johnston,  H.  S.  Williams. 

1868 —  W.  B.  Ketcham,  David  E.  Coe,  W.  McCormick. 

1869—  Wm.  McCormick.  D.  E.  Coe,  Sam  Hyter. 

1870  -Wm.  McCormick,  John  Norris,  ].  S.  Hatfield. 

1871 —  R.  Svvinehart,  John  Norris,  Keefer. 

1872—  R.  Svvinehart,  Justus  Stearns,  A.  Keefer. 

1873 —  R.  Swinehart,  Justus  Stearns,  H.  Lambright. 

1874— 75-  C.  E.  M linger,  G.  L.  Ketcham,  Thomas  Johnston. 

1876 —  Edward  Risser,  .Samson  Switzer,  Taylor  Hale. 

1877— -David  Baird.  W.  McEwen,  Edward  Risser. 

1878 —  David  Baird,  Daniel  Yates,  D.  E.  Coe. 

1879 —  John  Foreman,  Daniel  Yates,  D.  E.  Coe. 

1880 —  Levi  Wirt,  W.  Pk  South,  D.  E.  Coe. 

1881 —  Levi  Wirt,  W.  E.  Smith,  Orrin  Stearns. 

1882— 83 — d'.  J.  Henry,  C.  Keefer,  P.  Cory. 

1884 — T.  J.  Henry,  David  Baird,  P'.  Culbertson. 

1886 — E.  R.  Risser,  David  B.aird,  J.  W.  Brandeberry. 

The  trustees,  elected  since  1S87,  are  named 
as  follows;  W.  Johnston,  1 887;  C.  Keefer,  1888; 
James  Daum  and  T.  J.  Henry,  i88g;  J.  D. 
Stearns,  1890;  Messrs.  Stearns,  Daum  and 
Henry,  in  1891;  James  Dindore,  1S92;  Ale.x- 
ander  S.  Brown,  1893:  Luther  Stewart,  1894; 
James  Dindore  and  A.  P.  Cory,  1895;  Moses 
W.  Simons,  1896. 

In  1837,  J.  Chapman  was  elected  trustee,  but 
John  Bradner  took  his  place.  In  1838,  John 
Best  was  appointed,  t'At  Bradner,  and  in  1840 


James  Haj's  took  the  place  of  Samuel  M.  Chii- 
cote.  In  April,  1S43,  the  people  voted  a school 
tax  of  tw'o  mills,  the  majority,  however,  being 
very  small,  and  the  minority  very  determined. 

First  Lenusnif — The  election  of  justices  of 
the  peace  did  not  take  place  until  1834.  Im- 
mediately after  the  election,  two  of  the  pioneers 
determined  to  supply  work  to  one  or  both  justices. 
A writer  in  the  Sentinel  of  April  26,  1877,  whose 
noni-de-gnerre  “Eph,”  gives  the  following 

description  of  the  cause  and  effect:  “ It  ap- 

pears that  John  Miller  and  Asa  England,  who 
came  in  the  settlement  about  that  time,  traded 
horses.  As  a natural  result,  some  one  in  a horse 
trade  will  get  the  better  bargain.  Horses  were 
horses  in  those  days,  and  as  Miller  rather  beat 
England  in  the  trade,  the  latter  must  needs  have 
a lawsuit.  Miller  employed  Kinney,  a pettifogger, 
to  see  him  through,  while  England  stated  his  own 
case.  The  trial  came  off  in  due  time,  and  Miller 
was  beaten  because  his  wilnesses,  before  giving 
their  evidence,  became  disgusted  with  the  affair, 
and  went  out  in  the  woods  to  bring  in  a lot  of 
deer  that  had  been  shot  that  morning.  Beef  was 
a scarce  commodity,  hogs  unknown,  and  the 
prospects  of  a juicy  steak  of  venison  proved 
Miller’s  defeat.” 

Justices. — The  justices  elected  v/ere;  Samuel 
P.  Cory  and  Jacob  Rine,  1S34;  John  Cr.  Wil- 
lard and  James  Jones,  1837;  Benjamin  Brown, 
1840;  John  G.  Willard,  1840;  James  Jones,  1S42, 
Norman  Russell,  1847,  185a  and  1S52;  S.  M. 
Chilcote,  1846,  1849  ^855;  Reason  W. 

Kelly,  1855;  A.  G.  McClellan,  1857  and  i860; 
W.  H.  Jones,  1858;  John  Norris,  1S63;  Daniel 
Hall,  1861  to  1S70;  Alfred  Everett,  1867;  J.  K. 
Phillips,  1870  to  1877;  Orrin  Henry.  1873,  1876; 
John  McMahan,  1S76;  David  Burns,  1879; 
Lewis  Whitman,  1880;  O.  P.  Norris,  1S82-85; 
C.  C.  Kelly,  1 888,  resigned  in  1S90;  S.  E.  Lam- 
bright, 1891  to  1892,  and  1894,  and  T.  J.  Henrw 
1895. 

Clerks. — The  office  of  clerk  has  been  filled 
by  the  following  named  citizens;  Uzal  M.  Cory, 
1833;  George  Wilson,  1S36;  Benjamin  Brown, 
183S;  U.  M.  Cory,  1841;  John  Norris,  1845; 
Brown,  1848;  S.  M.  Chilcote,  1850;  S.  Jones. 
1851;  W.  H.  Jones,  1855;  S.  D.  Stearns,  1858: 
James  E.  Chilcote,  i860:  O.  ].  (Jory,  1862; 
Henry  S.  Whlliams,  1 8C4;  Simpson  Jones, appoint- 
ed 1S65;  A.  1).  Stewart,  1865;  Simpson  Jones, 
1866;  R.  J.  Jackson.  iS68;  C)rrin  Henry.  1871; 
W.  W’erner,  1873;  Moses  Legron,  1875;  J.  S. 
Enos,  1870;  }.  \V.  Smith.  1882;  W.  T.  Kelly, 
1883;  S.  L.  Shanks,  1884  and  1890;  |.  S.  Har- 
man, 1887;  M.  Legron,  1888;  William  Werner 
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aiul  J-  ■ Smith,  1893-96;  J.  W.  Smith,  re- 
(.•IccteJ  in  1896. 

'J'rt  asiu't'rs. — The  list  of  treasurers  embraces 
the  names  of  Samuel  P.  Cory,  1833;  Moses  War- 
ner, 1834;  Rufus  D.  Kennedy,  apptd.  January  17, 
Rrael  Nestlerode,  1835;  Uzal  M.  Cory, 
1.S38;  Gideon  Jones,  1840;  Israel  Nestlerode, 
184!;  S.  P.  Cory,  1842;  Joseph  Chilcote,  1845; 
j;>mes  Cuthbertson,  1848;  John  Norris,  1854; 
Simpson  Jones,  1856;  Ambrose  Cory,  1858;  I. 
Hcrnard,  1859;  James  Brandeberry,  1861;  Simp- 
son Vant,  18G3;  Dr.  C.  R.  Rosendale,  1S67;  G. 

I,.  Ketcbarn,  1870;  A.  Keefer,  John  Foreman, 
Paniel  Hall,  O.  P.  Norris,  I.  Phillips,  1887, 
died,  when  J.  R.  Phillips  ,was  appointed,  and 
served  a short  time;  J.  H.  Stearns,  1S92;  L. 
Whitman,  who  would  not  qualify,  J.  H.  Stearns 
appointed,  and  \V.  L.  Ketcham  (elected), 

1 894-9  5- 

Assessors. — The  office  of  assessor  has  been 
filled  many  of  the  officials  named.  Charles 
1).  Stearnes  and  F.  C.  Burdick  were  elected  asses- 
.s;;irs  in  1895;  F.  D.  Burdick  and  Howard  Cory, 
in  1896. 

School  Board. — In  1896  Moses  W.  Simons, 
Charles  H.  Stearns  and  George  Brandeberr}’ 
were  elected  members  of  the  school  board. 

Pioneers. — * The  first  land  entered  in  Perry 
township  was  the  east  half  of  the  S.  E.  J of  Sec.  | 
},0.  Henry  C.  Brish,  of  Seneca  county,  an  In-  | 
duin  agent,  received  a patent  for  it  March  7,  | 
183  I,  and  on  September  30,  1 83 1 , sold  it  to  John  I 
C.orsuch.  This  tract  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs 
of  M.  P.  Skinner,  and  a part  is  in  the  town  of 
Postoria. 

1 he  first  actual  settlers  were  Oliver  Day  and 
his  brother-in-law,  John  Johnson,  who,  with 
their  families,  moved  into  the  township  in  Nov- 
ember, 1831.  They  cut  a road  from  the  Gorsuch 
wttlement  (now  P'ostoria)  wide  enough  to  pass 
"■ith  their  oxen  and  wagons,  down  along  the  east 
branch  of  the  Portage  river  to  a point  opposite  a 
?ract  of  land  which  Day  had  previously'  entered 
>a  Sec.  25,  what  is  now  known  as  the  Alvah 
Hioruas  farm.  They  lived  in  their  w'agons  and 
eouked  beside  a log  until  a cabin  was  built.  The 
''omen  and  girls  slept  in  the  wagon,  and  the  men 
Old  boys  on  the  ground.  The  cabin  was  built, 
•Old  ready  for  occupancy  in  about  a week  after 
b'eir  arrival.  This  was  the  first  house  in  the 
' oviiship.  In  that  cabin  the  first  sermon  was 
I’ri'.iched,  the  first  prayer-meeting  was  held,  and 
’■'e  first  marriage  performed  in  the  township, 
biy  remained  until  the  following  spring  or  sum- 
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mer,  when  he  left  the  county.  Johnson  stayed 
a yvhile  longer. 

In  September,  1S31,  Israel  Nestlerode  bought 
the  E.  A of  S.  E.  J,  Sec.  24,  from  Gorsuch,  whom 
he  met  at  the  land  office  in  Tiffin,  where  (.dorsneh 
had  probably  entered  the  land  that  day  or  the 
day  before.  Gorsuch  was  a laud  speculator,  and 
acted  as  a pilot  in  showing  land  hunters  the  best 
tracts  of  land  in  the  country  which  were  subject 
to  entry.  Nestlerode  built  a cabin  on  his  land, 
which  was  completed,  except  as  to  doors  and 
windows,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1831, 
and  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1832,  the 
owner  arrived  with  his  family.  Both  Day  and 
Nestlerode  used  sheets  for  doors,  and  table-cloths 
for  sash  and  glass  until  the  wolves  and  porcu- 
pines became  so  bold  that  they  were  compelled 
to  make  doors,  which  Day  made  out  of  clap- 
boards, and  Nestlerode  out  of  his  yvagon-box. 
Porcupines  were  very  plentiful  and  troublesome. 
Their  quills  were  in  every  dogT  mouth,  and  in 
i every  cabin  loft  where  the  chinking  didn't  shut 
I them  out. 

The  Wyandotte  Indians  made  the  settlement 
a stopping  place  on  their  trail  to  Tiffin  and  back, 
where  they  went  to  trade.  The  Indians  were 
in  the  habit  of  taking  in  a plentiful  supply  of  • ‘ fire- 
water ” at  Tiffin,  and  taking  well-tilled  flasks  with 
them  on  their  journey  home.  At  times  Mrs. 
Nestlerode  could  hear  them  coming  for  a distance 
of  two  miles,  whooping  and  yelling.  Some 
of  the  Indians  got  so  drunk  that  they  would  fall 
from  their  ponies  to  the  ground,  and,  being  unable 
to  rise  and  remount,  the  less  drunken  ones  would 
build  a fire  near  them  and  leave  them  in  the 
forest  to  sober. 

One  night  shortly  after  dark,  a party  of  In- 
dians rode  up  to  Nestlerode’s  cabin  (the  remain- 
der of  the  party  being  scattered  along  the  route  to 
Tiffin,  drunk  and  1\  ing  by  their  little  fires).  Some 
of  the  braves  were  too  drunk  to  get  off  their 
ponies,  and  Mrs.  Nestlerode  had  to  go  out  and 
help  them.  After  getting  into  the  house  they 
began  to  brandish  their  tomahawks  and  knives, 
and  kick  the  tables  and  chairs  over,  whooping 
and3’elling,  when  Nestlerode  and  an  Indian  went 
and  disarmed  them.  They  finally  settled  down 
on  the  floor  and  slept  till  nearly  daylight,  when 
they  silently  stole  away,  leaving  their  parcels  and 
packages,  which  thev  had  purcliased  at  Tiffin,  in 
I the  house.  Within  the  next  few  days  they  re- 
\ turned,  one  at  a time,  each  selecting  his  own  pack- 
age and  taking  it  awav.  Nestlerode  and  hi>  wife 
: lived  on  their  farm  about  twentv-live  years,  when 
j they  rembved  to  I'ostoria.  .Mr.  Nestleroiie 
1 died  in  the  “seventies,’  and  .Mrs.  Nestlerode 
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died  early  in  the  “ eighties,”  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three. 

In  November,  1831.  William  Shawhan  en- 
tered the  S.  Vsh  Sec.  25.  and  m April  following 
moved  with  his  family  to  this  new  land. 

In  September,  1831,  Isaac  Kelly  entered  the 
S.  W.  ] of  Sec.  14,  and  moved  into  the  town- 
ship at  the  same  time  as  Shawhan.  Shortly 
afterward  Rev.  Elam  Day  and  Abraham  Weaver 
became  residents,  and  from  that  time  Perry  set- 
tled up  very  rapidly.  In  June,  1832,  John  A. 
Kelly’  cut  a road  along  the  east  side  of  the  east 
branch  of  Portage  river,  through  the  land  on 
wfiich  the  town  of  West  Millgrove  now  stands, 
and  settled  on  land  just  across  tlie  township  line, 
in  what  is  now  Montgomery.  This  was  the  first 
road  cut  through  Perry  township,  and  soon  alter 
what  is  known  as  the  . McCutchenville  road  was 
located  on  or  very  near  that  cut  by  Kelly. 

Abraham  ^Veaver  located  on  the  larni  later 
ov/ncd  by  v^rnn  Stri.'ii  ns,  n 1 April.  1S35,  and  on 
April  I,  1833,  the  first  white  child  born  in  tne 
township  saw  the  light  of  day  in  his  cabin.  Her 
name  was  Nancy  Wea\’er,  who  married  Nathaniel 
Hiestarid,  of  Fostoria. 

In  June,  1832,  William  Moore  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by’  Mrs.  Girton,  in  Section  10, 
but  having  committed  a flagrant  crime  against 
the  laws  of  the  land,  fled  to  Canada,  leaving  his 
wife,  who  had  been  stricken  with  paralysis,  and 
his  children,  a township  charge.  Under  the  law 
at  that  time  they  were  yearly  sold  at  public 
auction  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  the  party 
who  would  keep  them  for  the  least  money'. 

Some  time  during  the  year  1832,  John 
Fletcher,  who  had  been  educated  for  a doctor, 
and  lost  his  fortune  in  England,  found  his  wav 
into  the  wilds  of  Wood  county  and  entered 
eighty  acres  in  Section  36,  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Myron  Fletcher.  Being  unac- 
customed to  clearing  land,  he  hired  hands  and 
had  about  forty  acres  deadened  the  same  year. 
Going  back  to  Licking  county,  Ohio,  he  married 
Emeline  Newcomb.  In  the  spring  of  1833,  he 
returned  with  his  wife,  and  built  a small  log  cabin 
of  one  room,  on  his  land,  within  a few  feet  of 
where  the  brick  residence  of  Mrs.  Fletcher  now 
stands. 

Uzal  M.  and  Samuel  P.  Cory,  whose  names 
appear  among  the  first  township  officers,  were 
brothers.  Uzal  M.  emigrated  from  Greene  county, 
N.  Y.,  bought  a tract  of  land  from  Wm.  Shaw- 
han, in  Section  23.  and  soon  after  ^;nterod  an- 
other piece  adjoining  it.  In  August,  1832,  b.e 
bu'lt  his  cabin  on  tlu'  tract  [uirchrised  from 
Shawhan,  and  the  following  moidh,  with  his  wife. 


I 

located  here.  Mrs.  Cory’  says  at  that  time  she' 
thought  their  new  home  in  the  woods  was  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  places  she  had  e\er  seen,  N. 
windows,  door  or  chimney  were  in  the  cabin 
when  first  occupied,  and  for  some  time  the  y’uung 
wife  was  afraid  of  bears  and  wolves  becoming 
! inmates  of  the  cabin  with  herself  and  husband, 
i Samuel  P.  Cory  joined  his  brother,  and  bought 
i and  entered  land  adjoining  that  of  Uzal  M.  Pie 
I became  a permanent  resident  of  the  township  ;n 
i October,  1832.  Abel  M.  Cory’,  son  of  Uzal  M. 
j and  Eliza  Cory,  was  born  July  2 3,  1833.  and  was 
i the  first  white  male  child  born  in  the  township, 
i -James  Jones  n\ade  entry’  of  the  E.  N.  E. 

},  Sec.  25,  where  the  late  Isaac  Brandebcrrv 
' lived.  The  entry  was  made  in  Nove[nber.  1831, 
j but  fones  did  not  become  a resident  until  1S33. 

: He  was  the  wolf  hunter  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  bought  all  the  old  worn-out  horses 
I in  the  country  for  wolf  bait.  The  number  killed 
■ by  him  within  a small  territory  is  stated  u[ion  guod 
. authority  to  be  seven ty-t’ivo. 

' John  Y.  Fish  settled  in  the  township  on  the 
I McCutchemille  road  near  what  is  known  as 
i Stearns’  Corners,  in  1S33.  His  sons,  John, 

' Daniel,  lames,  Henry  and  William,  are  all  now 
I living  in  Freedom  township;  while  the  daughter, 
Mrs.  Brandeberry,  died  a few  years  ago. 

Samuel  E.  Burns  moved  from  Ashland  county. 

. Ohio,  and  settled  in  the  township  in  February, 
i 1833.  He  lived  to  see  the  wilderness  “ biossoui 
as  the  rose,"  and  October  4,  1S74,  died  on  the 
land  which  he  had  entered. 

The  first  .settlers  in  the  west  part  of  the 
I township  were  Asa  England,  Richard  Loman,  Sr., 
John  F.  Keyser,  Geo.  A.  Swain,  George  Clark, 

1 Jacob  Rine,  P'rancis  Rurnmel  and  ptenry  Hays. 

England,  Loman,  Keyser,  Swain.  Rine,  Kummel 
I and  Clark,  all  came  in  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1833;  Hays  on  what  is  now  the  Eaglevdie 
ridge  road. 

In  the  central  portion  of  the  township,  George 
Wilson  and  Samuel  M.  Chilcote  were  among  the 
pioneers.  George  Wilson  locatetl  on  wb.at  )s 
known  as  the  T.  D.  Stewart  farm,  in  Section  22, 
later  owned  by  Drs.  Edwin  and  Allen  Cdiilcote. 
In  their  cabins  town  meetings  were  hehl  for  many 
years. 

Levi  Idngland,  a son  of  Asa  England,  died  a 
few  years  ago.  During  his  fiftv-years'  residence 
in  the  township,  he  was  never  comiielled  by 
sickness  or  any  otfier  cause  lo  stav  in  the  liouse 
; all  of  any  day. 

I Swain,  who  entered  the  lau'.l  v.’here  .\sa  Baird 
i now  li\es,  remained  jii  it  three  or  four  \aiars. 
I sold  it  to  John  Slaiighterback,  and  moved  intC' 
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i;!oom  township,  on  the  Weaver  farm.  While 
in  clearing  land,  a tree  fell  on  him 
breaking  his  leg,  which  had  to  be  amputated. 
This  accident  discouraged  him  from  any  m.ore 
.atenipts  at  clearing  land,  so  he  moved  to  Illinois, 
out  of  the  reach  of  falling  timber.  John  F. 
Keyser  went  with  him. 

Richard  Loman,  Sr;,  died  more  than  forty 
years  ago.  His  son,  Richard,  Jr.,  lived  on  the 
oM  homestead  ever  since-  the  entry,  until  about 
iS82,  when  he  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  died. 
George  Clark  died  in  February,  1837,  this  being 
the  first  death  among  the  pioneers  in  the  western 
part  of  the  township. 

Asa  England  and  Henry  Hays  were  neighbors 
and  intimate  friends.  In  April,  1S37,  England 
went  to  the  Maumee  river  for  fish,  and  learning 
on  his  return  that  his  friend  Hays  was  sick,  has- 
tened to  visit  him.  The  only  greeting  Hays  was 
able  to  give  him  was,  “you  are  too  late ,”  and 
(lied  about-  half  an  hour  afterward.  Henry  Hays 
came  from  Beaver  county,  Penn.,  with  his 
wife  and  six  boys,  a wagon  containing  all  his 
earthly  goods.  On  April  i , 1834,  he  started  to- 
ward the  setting  sun  to  look  for  a new  home,  and 
to  give  the  boys  a chance  to  grow  up  with  the 
country.  Leaving  his  family  a week  in  Richland 
county,  the  father  went  to  the  land  office  at 
Bucyrus,  and  entered  three  eighty-acre  tracts;  one 
where  his  son  Andrew  now  lives;  one  where  Edon 
Wells  lives,  and  the  other  lying  south  of  them. 

Samuel  S.  Palmer  came  into  the  township 
about  a month  before  the  McCormicks  did.  and 
entered  the  land  on  which  R.  \V.  Kelly  now 
lives. 

James  McCormick  settled  in  the  township  in 
April.  1833.  Pie  was  anxious  to  enter  a piece  of 
land  with  a mill  site  on  it,  and  the  S.  W.  J,  Sec. 
4,  was  duly  entered  by  him.  In  the  sping  of 
1832,  he  sent  two  of  his  sons  and  a mulatto, 
named  James  Brock,  to  clear  up  a patch  and 
build  a cabin.  This  they  did  on  a spot  where 
the  Indians  previously  had  a camp  known  as 
Snobbletown.  ” 

John  Gorsuch,  one  of  the  early  land-buyers 
here,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  Fostoria  ; Ris- 
don  ),  shot  and  killed  himself,  three  miles  north 
''f  Longley  Station.  Rev.  Wesley  P>rock 
breached  the  funeral  sermon  of  that  enterprising 
pioneer  and  land  speculator. 

harly  Land  Buyers. — The  early  land  piir- 
< hasers,  such  as  Oliver  Day  and  a few  others, 
nave  already  been  named.  In  the  following  list 
"I  entries  the  luiines  of  many  of  the  pioneers  will 
I'V  found: 


I facob  Baker,  S.  of  S.  \V.  .S.  1,  Xov.  IS,  IS.v!. 
i John  Bra.dnc’',  S.  \V.  of  X.  \Y.  S,  3,  Dec.  14,  1S;1C. 

I James  McCormick,  S.  W.  g'  S.  4,  Xo\-.  d,  1841. 

! Hubert  ?\IcCorinick,  X.  \V.  of  X.  E.  S.  4,  Aug.  10,  lS4o. 

; James  Connelly,  pt.  of  X.  E.  g b.  5,  June  '2'2,  lb;-Jl!. 

; Archibald  Wollam,  X.  \V.  of  X.  \V.  S.  a,  Xov.  ’J4,  18:j-i). 

I John  \ osbarg,  \V.  X.  E.  S.  5.  .April  5,  1848. 

I .-Vntirew  Donaldson,  .S.  S.  E.  S.  5,  March  ‘_’4,  18:>b. 

Osman  Diver,  S.  \V.  L 8.  6,  Dec.  d,  1845. 

William  Kiger,  S.  \V.  .S.  h,  Dec.  14,  1844. 

Jacob  Kinnaman,  X.  X.  E.  S.  G,  July  4.  1844. 

John  S-\vinehart,  X.  S.  \V.  S.  8.  Alay  7,  1844, 

Xorman  Kus.sell,  S.  W.  S.  E.  S.  8,  Jan.  11,  18:>5. 
i William  .Moore.  E.  S.  W.  S.  10,  Xov.  4,  1841. 

James  AtKinson,  X.  E.  X.  W.  b.  10,  Oct.  ’-'O,  184'2. 

Israel  Xe.stlerude.  S.  W.  b.  W.  S.  12,  Oct.  22,  1844. 

Isaac  Kellev,  S.  W.  S.  11,  Sept.  14,  Isol. 

Joshua  Kelley,  W.  S,  E.  g S.  14,  Oct.  20,  18:1], 

Justus  .Stearns.  E.  X.  E.  C S.  14  mo  date). 

Fred  Zepernick,  pt.  of  X.  W.  K .8.  L3,  C)ct.  17,  1841. 

Aloscs  Kelley,  E.  ,S.  E".  S.  15,  C>ct.  20,  1841. 

George  Free,  W.  S.  W.  K S.  15,  June  14,  1842. 

! Alexander  Weaver,  X.  E.  '4  S.  2(.',  April  22,  184C. 

Thomas  Shavvhan,  X.  of  X.  F,.  g b.  21,  I'ec.  14,  1844. 

' Alordecai  Chilcote,  X.  W.  of  S.  E.  S.  21.  Dec,  8.  i8-lu. 

: Samuel  M.  Chilcote,  S.  E.  S.  W.  S.  22.  July  10,  1840. 
i Samuel  P-.  Cory,  AAc  S.  A\'.  '(  S.  24,  Aug.  18,  1845. 

1 Daniel  Zepernick,  E.  X.  W.  S.  27  and  ^V.  X.  E.  S.  28,  Oct. 
i 7,  1841. 

! Sam.  E.  Burns,  W.  S.  W.  S,  27,  Jan.  11,  1843. 

! Samuel  Shesjts,  X.  S.  W.  .S,  20,  Oct.  2t>,  1840. 

: John  Carr,  S.  E.  S.  E.  S.  44,  Jan.  40,  1845. 
i John  Xorris,  S.  E.  of  S.  E.  .S.  ;J5,  Oct.  28,  1S;>4. 

I Samuel  A'ounker,  W.  X.  AV.  S.  46,  Oct.  25,  1844. 

The  John  Norris,  named  above,  is  not  the 
old  trustee  of  Perry  now'  residing  at  Fostoria, 
but  a settler  of  1833. 

Early  Mills. — James  McCormick  had  been 
engaged  in  milling  near  Gallipolis,  Ohio.  He 
brought  his  raccoon  buhr  with  him,  and  imrne- 
! diately  w'ent  to  work  to  build  a gristmill,  in  the 
I fall  of  1834.  It  was  a hewn-log  structure,  and 
Robert,  who  w'as  a blacksmith  by  trade,  under 
the  instruction  of  Benjamin  Brown,  a inill-wright, 
made  the  iron  w’ork.  In  the  year  1S35,  the  mill 
was  completed,  being  the  first  gristmill  erected  in 
the  south  part  of  the  county.  It  is  said  that 
every  able-bodied  man  in  the  township,  besides  a 
good  many  from  other  townships,  W'as  present  at 
the  raising.  John  A.  Kelly  bossed  the  job  at 
the  raising,  and  Isaac  brought  th.e  first  grist  ('corn; 

' to  the  mill.  Previous  to  that  time,  the  settlers 
! had  to  go  either  to  Lower  Sandusky  or  Fort  Ball 
i to  mill.  The  time  occupied  in  the  trip  was  anv- 
' where  from  two  days  to  a week,  according  to  the 
' condition  of  the  roads  and  character  of  the  team. 

' E\’en  after  the  building  of  this  mill,  when  the 
water  was  low.  the  settlers  had  frequently  to  go 
to  Tiffin  or  Fremont.  He  built  a sawmill 
' shortly  after,  using  logs  in  th.e  constriu'tion . 

’ William  Kois  built  a frame  mill  on  the  site, 
which,  later,  was  converted  into  .1  steam  <awmiH, 
and,  later  still,  into  the  woolen  taclorv. 

I Robert  McCormick,  a hale.  heart\'  man  of 
I seventy-two  yi.'ars,  in  1884  was  a resident  ot 
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W est  Millgro\e.  From  the  time  he  came  into 
the  township  until  1854,  he  worked  at  his  trade, 
and  was  justlj  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  being 
the  pioneer  blacksmith  of  Perry  township.  It 
fell  to  his  lot  to  make  the  hoes  for  the  early  set- 
tlers, and  he  was  very  handy  at  repairing  guns 
for  hunters.  James  ?.fcCorrnick  died  August  2S, 
1839.  The  raccoon  buhr,  previously  mentioned, 
is  still  doing  service  as  a door  step  to  a house  in 
the  village. 

Men  of  iSjcp. — The  names  of  the  ninety-nine 
male  inhabitants  in  1839,  who  were  then  twenty- 
one  yea-rs  of  age  or  older,  are  given  as  follows: 
James  Atkinson.  Amanda  Baldwin,  Luther  Eng- 
land, Samuel  M.  Chilcote,  John  Chilcote,  James 
Conley,  John  Conley.  JamesCon  ley,  Jr.,  John  G. 
Fish,  George  Wilson,  Nathan  Flatfield,  James 
Worley,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Samuel  E.  Burns, 
Samuel  Solomon,  John  Shrader,  James  Solomon. 
Daniel  Heaton,  James  Wilson,  James  Jones, 
Gideon  Jones.  Beryamire  Brown,  Moses  Kelly, 
Jacob  Atbert.  John  Fletcher,  William  B.  Welch, 
John  Becker,  John  Donaldson,  George  Walter, 
John  McCrory,  Bela  Evitts,  Robert  Watson, 
John  G.  Willard,  Jacob  Foreman,  Thomas  Hof- 
stater,  John  Best,  Obit  Harvey,  Isaac  Kelly, 
Samuel  P.  Cory,  Jonathan  Wells,  Joseph  Chil- 
cote, David  Wells,  John  Welch.  James  Welch, 
John  W.  Welch,  (Dnissimus  Lawrence.  Israel 
Nestlerode,  Josiah  B.  Wells,  Abraham  Weaver, 

Z.  M.  Cory,  Peter  Losa,  Samuel  Palmer,  Hosea 
Henry,  Abraham  Cross,  Norman  Russell,  Thomas 
D>  singer,  Daniel  Dysinger,  Chrystopher  Dysinger, 
Samuel  Bear,  Joseph  Rickard,  Joseph  T}ler, 
James  McCormick,  Robert  McCormick,  George 
Swinehart,  George  McCormick.  John  Bradner, 
Nicholas  Rumbaugh,  Jacob  Kinnaman,  Robert 
Leavitt,  Thomas  Beach,  Moses  Freese,  William 
McCuen,  Peter  Weaver,  John  M.  Hoover,  Enoch 
Henry,  George  Henry,  John  Collar,  Jeptha 
Brown,  Richard  Loman,  Richard  Loman,  Jr., 
James  Loman,  Adam  Clark,  Richard  Clark, 
James  Hays,  John  Wade,  Ale.xander  Weaver, 
John  Clark,  Joseph  Drake.  Jacob  Rine,  John 
Slaughterback.  George  Boyer,  John  T.  Kiser, 
John  Swinehart.  Thomas  Armstrong,  Thomas 
Wisner,  Joseph  Davis,  Nicholas  Hiles,  .•\braham 
Hiles  and  William  Shawhan. 

Counterfeiters. — Among  the  money  founders 
and  engravers  who  located  in  the  P'o-storia  neigh- 
borhood. prior  to  1837,  was  John  Brooks,  who, 
it  is  said,  moved  out  of  Perry  that  year,  and  built  j 
a frame  house  at  Fostoria.  Other  men  of  that 
class  found  tern[)orar_\'  homes  in  this  township, 
but,  as  the  clearings  grew  in  number  and  area, 
they  sought  newer  fields. 


The  Stone  House  was  erected  in  the  “ forties 
by  Benjamin  Brown,  wlio  sold  it  many  years  ago 
to  Justus  Stearns,  the  postmaster  at  Brown4 
Corners.  Prior  to  1S77,  it  was  disintenanted.  as 
the  owner  built  a modern  brick  mansion  at  that 
point,  a little  south,  into  which  he  moved. 

Schools. — The  history  of  the  first  schools, 
written  b}/  Robert  Dunn  f 1S84),  tells,  very  clearlv. 
of  the  humble  beginnings  of  the  common-school 
system,  and,  incidentally,  of  the  social  and  indus- 
trial systems.  Mrs.  Fletcher  taught  the  first 
school  in  the  township,  in  the  spring  of  1833. 
She  had  about  fifteen  regular  scholars,  whose 
tuition  was  paid  by  subscription.  Her  pay  was 
about  two  dollars  a week.  .\mong  her  scholars, 
as  she  now  remembers  them,  were  Bia  Johnson, 
Lotta  Caples  (mother  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Longfellow), 
Junius  V.  Jones,  Wm.  H.  Jones,  Virginia  Jones, 
Simpson  Jones  (on  wet  days),  Orrin  J.  Corv 
(occasionallv  1.  George  and  Amorose  Cory.  mo<T 
of  whom  are  now  living  in  Fostoria  and  vicinity. 
Mr.  Fletcher  \vas  a great  lover  of  fine  horses, 
and  brought  a full-blooded  imported  mare  with 
him  to  Wood  county.  During  severe  storms  or 
when  it  rained  he  would  lead  this  mare  into  the 
school  house,  which  caused  quite  a commotion 
among  the  scholars  until  they  became  accustomed 
to  the  practice.  On  such  occasions,  with  teachei, 
fifteen  scholars,  stove,  bed,  other  household  fur- 
niture, P"letcher  and  his  mare,  the  space  in  the 
little  cabin  was  pretty  well  occupied.  The  oid 
teacher  died  in  August,  i86t. 

On  December  17,  1834,  the  township  was 
divided  into  four  school  districts,  the  boundaries 
of  which  seem  not  to  have  been  very  well  defined, 
and  at  that  time  money  from  the  public  funds  for 
school  purposes  was  rather  scarce.  Consequently 
the  schools  had  to  be  sustained  by  private  sub- 
scription. In  District  No.  i,  the  school  house 
was  built  on  the  land  of  Uzal  M.  Corv.  Of 
course  it  was  a log  building  with  a big  fireplace 
in  one  end  of  it,  and  was  built  in  a day  by  the 
residents  of  the  district,  with  probably  some  help 
from  outside.  There  seems  to  be  some  disagree- 
ment among  the  old  residents  now  li\fing  there 
as  to  who  taught  the  first  school  in  this  building, 
some  contending  that  the  first  teacher  was  Henry 
I Welsh,  and  some.  Lucy  Brown.  I am  inclincii  t^i 
the  opinion  that  Welsh  taught  first,  but  before 
the  division  and  numbering  of  the  district  abo\e 
referred  to.  and  Lucy  Brown  was  the  first  teacher 
after  the  district  was  mnnbered.  Her  liome  'vas 
near  Melmore,  Seneca  count}'.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Simpson  Jones  ro  go  after  her.  which  he  ditl  on 
horseback,  that  is,  he  rode  the  horse  there,  and 
she  rode  it  back,  and  Simpson  walked.  It  was 
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about  sixteen  miles.  Mrs.  Samuel  P.  Cory,  Mary  | 
L.  Avery,  sister  of  Mrs.  Czal  M.  Cory,  and  j 
Gideon  Jones  were  among  the  first  teachers  in  j 
this  district. 

District  No.  2 was  in  the  Atkinson  settlerneiit, 
and  Elizabeth  Becker  taught  the  first  school  in 
the  spring  of  1835. 

The  school  house  in  District  No.  3 was  a 
small  log  building,  and  stood  where  the  cemetery 
now  is  at  West  Afillgrove.  Emeline  Palmer,  a 
daughter  of  S.  S.  Palmer,  was  the  first  teacher. 

It  was  at  this  school  that  R.  W.  Kelly  first  learned 
his  letters.'  He  was  then  a lad  nine  years  old. 
He  says  he  soon  forgot  them,  however,  and  didn’t 
learn  them  again  until  he  was  thirteen.  Between 
the  school  house  and  road  was  the  creek,  which 
was  crossed  by  a foot  log.  One  evening  after 
school,  as  Miss  Palmer  and  Henry  Vosburg,  one 
of  her  scholars,  were  crossing,  they  fell  into  the 
creek,  and  would  have  drowned  but  for  the  timely 
assistance  of  some  men  in  the  gristmill  near  bt’, 
who  saw  them  fall  in.  Reason  Kelly,  who  stood 
on  the  bank  and  witnessed  the  scene,  says  it  was 
the  worst  scare  of  fiis  life.  Miss  Palmer  married 
Mark  Curtis,  of  Perrysburg,  and  moved  to  that 
old  town  to  make  her  future  home. 

The  school  house  in  District  No.  4 was  built 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Baird.  Jacob 
Rine,  justice  of  the  peace,  was  duty  installed  as 
teacher.  James  Ha}’s,  then  about  nineteen  years 
old,  was  one  of  his  scholars.  They  commenced 
at  the  beginning  of  the  arithmetic,  and  got  along 
well  enough  until  “long  division”  was  reached. 
The  teacher  and  James  wrestled  two  or  three 
days  with  an  exam.ple,  but  with  rather  poor  suc- 
cess. Rine  was  at  the  end  of  his  string  in  arith- 
metic, and  so  politely  informed  young  Hays  that 
he  had  better  quit,  as  it  was  a waste  of  time  for 
him  to  attend  school  any  longer  there,  as  he 
(Rine)  had  taken  him  as  far  as  he  could  in 
“ ’rithmetic.”  Eor  over  half  a century  james 
Hays  has  taught  school  at  Fostoria  and  in  the 
vicinity,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  by  this  time, 
he  has  mastered  the  intricacies  of  ‘ ‘ long  division. " 

Moses  O.  Jones  was  the  second  teacher  in 
District  No.  4.  He  had  a big  “nigger  head" 
stone  placed  in  one  corner  for  a dunce  block. 
When  a scholar  violated  any  rule  of  the  school, 
he  had  to  take  his  seat  on  this  stone,  and  watch 
until  he  noticed  some  one  else  out  of  order,  when 
he  was  permitted  to  rise  and  report,  and  miscre- 
ant No.  2 had  to  take  his  place.  One  dav  .\lex. 
Weaver,  who  had  been  sitting  on  this  stone  so 
long  that  he  was  very  tired,  and  had  been  unsuc- 
cessful in  detecting  his  successor,  suddenly  startled 
the  school  by  calling  out;  “Say,  Mr.  Jones.  1 


wish  you  wmuld  get  a goosi  to  sit  on  this  egg,  for 
it  will  never  hatch  out  with  a ^aiuicr." 

A.n  iterri  in  the  records  shows  that  “ january 
12,”  1S42.  the  trustees  agreed  to  excuse  the  town- 
ship clerk  from  the  duty  of  visiting  the  several 
schools  in  the  township.  In  that  year  there  were 
seven  school  districts,  and  the  enumeration  of 
youth,  between  the  ages  of  four  and  twenty-one, 
showed  144  males  and  138  females.  At  the  an- 
j nual  settlement  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  spring  of 
1842,  a balance  of  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents 
was  found  in  his  hands.  In  1843  ^ two-mill  tax 
was  authorized  for  school  purposes.  In  11^44 
there  were  ninety-eight  white  males  subject  to 
military  duty,  and  in  1845  there  were  eighty- 
seven. 

The  Old  Red  School  House,  the  Tom  Kelly 
school  house  on  the  Ridge,  the  Kiser  school 
house,  and  the  Island  school  house  were  the 
I Meccas  of  the  pioneer  school  children  of  Rome 
I and  Risdon.  James  Pillars,  many  years  later  a 
j judge  of  common  pleas,  taught  the  “Island 
School"  for  $10  a month,  payable  one-half  in 
cash  and  one-half  in  provisions.  Freeman  Luce, 
Dr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Noble  and  Tom  Kerning 
were  the  early  teachers,  the  first  presiding  in 
1833-34,  in  consideration  of  a salary  of  $10  a 
month.  In  the  Old  Red  School  House,  Emily 
Foster,  a sister  of  ex-Governor  Foster,  was  ac- 
customed to  carry  off  the  prize  for  spelling. 

The  school  records,  w’hich  have  been  found, 
deal  with  affairs  of  the  board  of  education  back 
to  April  18,  1853,  w'hen  Nathan  Platfield,  Rich- 
ard Clark,  O.  C.  Henry,  Tobias  Bossier.  Isaac 
Brandeberry,  A.  G.  McClellan,  P.  J.  Pelton  and 
J.  H.  Bucher  voted  to  reorganize  the  school  dis- 
tricts, and  to  sell  the  houses  belonging  to  orig- 
inal Districts  No.  8 and  No.  10.  A building  was 
ordered  for  District  No.  6,  and  the  house  of  Dis- 
trict No.  I was  ordered  to  be  moved  to  a new 
site.  In  April,  1854,  the  names  of  John  Norris, 
A.  G.  McClellan,  Justus  Stearns  and  Simpson 
Jones  appear  as  members  of  the  board;  in  1855, 
a house  w'as  erected  in  District  No.  3;  in  1857, 
one  in  District  No.  i,  built  by  John  Norris,  and 
one  in  District  No.  2,  in  1858.  During  the  war. 
little  or  nothing  was  done  toward  improving 
school  houses.  In  1864,  John  Norris,  William 
Ketcharn,  Randal  Swinehart,  S.  Baird.  D.  F. 
Coe,  John  McMahan,  Andrew  Patterson,  S.  M. 
Chilcote,  J.  Stearns  and  David  I'errell  reju'e- 
sented  the  nine  districts,  and  reported  in  Seji- 
ternber  of  that  year  that  there  were  260  male  and 
248  female  chiUlren  of  school  age  in  the  town- 
ship. in  1867,  the  board  authorized  the  build- 
ing of  a school  house  in  District  No.  4.  then 
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credited  with  hfty-seven  pupils,  and,  diirin"  the  | 
ensuing  four  years,  authorized  the  repair  of  all  * 
the  school  buildings.  In  1880,  a new  era  of  I 
school  houses  was  introduced  by  the  erection  of 
buildings  in  Districts  No.  i and  No.  4,  and  in  i 
1885,  in  No.  3.  In  18S6,  Isaac  Brandeberry, 
Daniel  Yates,  H.  J.  Pelton,  J.  D.  Stearnes,  C.  F. 
Kedfern.  C.  B.  Elerton,  I.  C.  Conley  and  E. 
Smith  were  members  of  the  board.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1887,  there  were  401  children  of  school  age 
in  the  township. 

The  chapter  devoted  to  school  affairs  contains 
statistics  aifd  names  relating  to  the  schools  of 
this  division  of  the  county. 

Ckiirches. — The  Methodists  were  undoubtedly 
the  first  to  enter  the  wilderness  in  the  southeast- 
ern corner  of  the  county,  and  the  preachers  of  | 
that  denomination  were  the  first  to  follow  them.  : 
Mr.  Robert  Dunn,  speaking  of  their  attempts  to 
inculcate  Christian  lessons,  gives  Mrs.  Cory  as  an  j 
authority.  The  first  sermon  she  remembers  hear-  : 
ing  in  the  township  was  at  the  house  of  Win. 
Shawhan,  by  Andrew  Hollopeter,  a Methodist 
preacher.  His  text  was;  “ Except  your  righteous- 
ness exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.”  He  was  a plain,  outspoken  man,  and 
commenced  his  discourse  by  saying  that  in  his 
opinion  the  righteousness  of  some  of  the  settlers 
in  that  community,  not  only  did  not  exceed,  but 
fell  far  short  of  even  that  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  for  that  Sunday,  in  coming  to  fill  his 
appointment,  he  could  hear  the  crack  of  guns  in 
every  direction. 

As  early  as  April,  1832,  Methodist  meetings 
were  held  at  the  house  of  Oliver  Day.  on  “Neat- 
leroi^e’s  Island”  (southeast  of  West  Millgrove), 
Elam  Day  officiating  as  pastor.  In  1836  a church 
was  erected  on  the  farm  of  Israel  Nestlerode,  be- 
ing the  first  church  building  in  the  township.  The 
first  resident  preacher  was  Rev.  Henry  Witman. 

The  first  Sunday-school  in  this  part  of  the 
township  was  organized  in  the  Cory  school  house. 
Religious  services  were  held  by  the  Baptists  and 
Methodists,  the  Baptist  preachers  being  Messrs. 
Thorpe,  Thompson  and  Rating. 

Sabbath-school  was  held  at  the  house  of 
George  Wilson.  In  this  school  some  of  the 
classes  studied  their  Testaments,  and  some  used 
spelling  books.  peculiar  feature  of  this  school 
was  that  the  closing  exercises  consisteti  in  spell- 
ing, all  the  attendants  ranging  thernsehes  in  a 
circle  around  the  room,  the  superintendent  stand- 
ing in  the  middle  and  pronouncing  the  words. 
This  exercise  usually  lasted  about  fifteen  minutes, 
old  and  young  all  participating.  There  were  no 


“lesson  leaves  ” or  “helps”  in  those  days,  bul 
the  teachers  and  scholars  met  and  read  the  un- 
adulterated word,  and  put  their  own  construction 
on  it. 

The  first  IMethodist  Society  in  the  township 
was  tliat  known  as  Chilcote's  Class,  organized  in 
the  fall  of  1837  gn  the  spot  where  the  widow  of 
Levi  England  now  resides.  Wesle\'  Brock  and 
John  O.  Conaway  were  the  first  preachers. 
Elizabeth  Chilcote  (in  r\’hose  house  the  meeting 
was  held),  James  Worley  and  wife,  Thomas 
Armstrong  and  wife,  George  Wilson,  wife  and 
daughter,  Samuel  M.  Chilcote,  and  .Sarah,  wife 
of  Nathan  Hatfield,  formed  the  class,  and,  for 
j many  years,  were  the  only  practical  representa- 
i tives  of  Methodism  within  the  Chilcote  settle- 
ment or  district.  The  Sunday-school  assembled 
periodically  at  Mrs.  Wdlson's  cabin,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  the  class  was  able  to  build  its  first 
church. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Union  Church  pur- 
chased land  in  Sec.  28,  July  10,  1S55,  at  a cost 
of  $25,  on  which  a little  meeting  house  was 
erected.  Three  or  four  years  ago  that  structure 
was  sold,  and  a new  building  was  erected,  just 
west  of  its  site,  which  is  still  known  as  the  Union 
church. 

The  United  Brethren  church,  a mile  and  one- 
half  northeast  of  Blcomdale,  a building  on  the 
{ McCutchenville  road,  a mile  and  one-half  from 
Fostoria,  the  Evangelical  building,  and  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  or  Dunkard  building,  in  the  Whit- 
more neighborhood,  with  the  church  buildings  at 
West  Millgrove,  make  up  the  monum.ents  to 
Christian  zeal  in  this  township.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, however,  that  the  Christian  Church 
of  Eagleville,  and  the  Churches  of  Bloomdale  and 
Fostoria  clainr  supporters  within  the  boundaries 
of  Perry  township. 


WEST  .MILLGROVE. 

This  pretty  village,  carved  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness in  1835,  represent^;  sixty  years  of  progress. 

! With  its  few  stores,  societies  and  churches,  un- 
disturbed by  the  turmoil  of  the  oilfields,  or  by  the 
rumble  of  railroad  trains,  it  resembles  some  quiet 
hamlet  in  western  New  York  much  more  closely 
than  it  does  any  other  settlement  in  this  county. 
There  are  but  few  reminders  of  its  pioneer  homes 
left  standing;  but  some  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
vicinity  survive  to  tell  of  its  earl\'  dlaxs.  ,ind  of 
the  \ irtiies  of  its  founders  and  inhabitants.  The 
country,  tributary  to  the  village,  is  exceptionally 
fine.  Northeast,  about  one  mile  distant,  is  the 
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railroad  liamlet,  now  called  Hatton,  which  is  the 
shipping  point  of  Vv'est  :\Iillfjrov'e,  and  has  be- 
come its  manufacturing  suburb. 

Survey. — Millgrove,  its  original  name,  was 
surveyed  by  Hiram  Davis,  in  November,  1835, 
for  james  and  Rachel  McCormick,  on  the  S W. 

of  Sec.  4,  T.  3,  R.  12.  On  February  24, 
1874,  a petition  for  incorporation  was  signed  b\' 
forty-nine  residents  of  the  hamlet,  but  others,  be- 
lieving that  the  township  officials  were  capable  of 
looking  after  the  welfare  of  the  little  community, 
objected,  and  signed  a remonstrance. 

Village.-^T\\<i  petition  was  re-presented 
March  3,  1874,  asking  that  the  S.  H Sec.  4,  the 
S.  Hof  N.  E.  Sec.  4,  and  so  much  of  the 
N.  W.  j of  Sec.  4,  as  lies  within  the  town  plat 
of  Millgrove,  in  T.  3,  N.,  R.  12  E.,  be  estab- 
lished as  a village.  The  order  to  incorporate  v.'as 
made  September  4,  1874,  though  it  was  not 
recorded  until  September  30,  of  that  year. 

I'he  survey  for  the  various  owners  was  made 
in  April,  1881,  by  U.  D.  Ames,  who,  on  March 
iC,  1872,  surveyed  East  Millgrove  Station  for  ! 
William  McCormick.  I 

In  1836  or  1837,  John  G.  Willard,  who,  in  ; 
September,  1835,  had  moved  from  Ashtabula  i 
county  and  settled  on  the  Stanley  Morgan  farm, 
in  Montgomery  township,  became  a resident  of 
Millgrove.  He  built  a one-story-aiid-a-half  log  : 
house  on  the  corner  lot  across  the  street,  north  ; 
from  where  the  “ Chilcote  House  " now  stands, 
and  soon  after  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, opening  the  first  store  in  the  town  or  in  the 
township.  He  purchased  nrost  of  his  goods  at 
Buffalo,  and  hauled  them  by  wagon  from  Lower  ! 
Sandusky.  In  the  course  of  tim.e  a mail  route 
from  Perrysburg  to  Bucyrus  was  established.  Mill-  i 
grove  becoming  one  of  the  post  offices  on  the  ! 
route,  and  Willard  was  appointed  postmaster.  : 
The  mail  carrier  made  the  trip  once  a week.  At 
this  time  the  postage  on  a letter  for  a distance  ; 
less  than  300  miles  was  twent\'-five  cents.  Wil-  ; 
lard  continued  his  residence  here  until  his  death, 
in  1859.  Mrs.  Willard,  seventy-nine  years  of 
age,  in  1884  lived  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Burdick,  in  the  village. 

John  Bradner  is  said  to  have  built  the  first  . 
house  in  the  town,  after  it  was  laid  out,  out  of  j 
little  round  logs,  and  in  this  building  he  worked  ! 
at  his  trade  of  shoe  making,  keeping  bachelor's  I 
hall.  Some  say  he  was  the  first  postmaster  in  1 
die  village,  but  this  arises  from  the  fact  that  be-  1 
fore  the  post  office  was  established,  it  was  the 
^'iistorn  to  leave  the  mail  matter  brought  from  1 
hort  Ball  at  his  house,  or  shop,  for  distribution,  j 
Br.  Patterson,  who  moved  to  Fostoria  in  1840,  1 
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and  thence  to  Te.xas,  may  be  said  to  have  kept 
store  about  the  time  Bradner  was  here.  Ephraim 
Moffett  states  that  Willard  built  a hotel,  and  also 
that  ^Vi^liam  Bradner  followed  M.’illard,  building 
a store  on  the  opposite  corner.  The  hotel  was 
built  by  Justus  Stearns,  and  in  1849  William 
Bradner  opened  a store  here  with  his  son;  ]ohn 
A. , in  charge. 

Post  Office. — West  Millgrove  post  office, 
known  as  recently  as  1895,  West  Mill 
Grove,  dates  back  to  the  time  when  John  Brad- 
ner was  wont  to  send  for  the  mail  to  Tiffin  and 
distribute  it  to  his  neighbors.  There  are  no 
records  to  show  that  he  was  appointed,  but  the 
recollection  of  old  settlers  loads  to  the  opinion 
that  he  was.  It  is  known  that  J.  G.  Willard  was 
appointed  postmaster,  when  the  rriail  route  be- 
tween Perrysburg  and  Bucyrus  was  opened,  or 
while  Bill  Lowrv  was  mail  carrier.  Dr.  Rangier 
held  the  office  in  1851;  .A.  G.  McClellan,  from 
1857  to  1862  fin  R.  W.  Kelly’s  store);  Mrs. 
Vosburg  was  the  incumbent  during  the  Civil  war; 
James  H.  Moffett  was  appointed  in  February, 
1868;  Orren  Henry,  in  1S69  (J.  H.  Moffett, 
deputy);  G.  L.  Ketchani  followed,  then  came 
Josiah  Kiger,  Dr.  Warren  and  J.  M’.  Smith,  the 
last  named  commissioned  in  September,  1878. 
W.  T.  Kelly’s  name  appears  as  postmaster  in 
Februar}',  1883;  W.  J.  Moffett’s  in  March,  1885 
( having  been  appointed  in  1884):  J.  H.  Moffett's 
in  November,  1885,  and  B.  F.  Simon’s  in  August, 
1889.  I.  C.  Conley  was  appointed  in  1891. 
Thornes  E.  Yates,  in  August,  1892;  J.  R.  Phillip'g 
in  October,  1892;  G.  K.  Tyson,  in  May,  1893; 
N.  S.  Hatfield,  in  November,  1893;  and  William 
Dunlap,  April  20,  1895.  The  old  records  of  this 
office,  like  the  village  records,  were  destroyed  in 
the  fire  of  1882,  so  that  the  names  and  dates 
given,  prior  to  1883,  are  based  on.  the  recol- 
lections of  the  old  settlers,  and  on  notices  of  ap- 
pointments found  in  the  Perrysburg  foitnial  ami 
Bowling  Green  newspapers. 

Brown's  Corners,  a post  office  of  the  olden 
time,  was  presided  over  b\'  justus  Stearns  in  1862. 

I'i/hrge  Officers  — The  destruction  of  the  rec- 
ord books,  in  the  fire  of  18S2,  cuts  oft  the  possi- 
bility of  giving  an  authentic  list  of  councilmcn 
from  1874  to  1 879,  inclusive.  The  first  council 
comprised  C.  W.  Linhart,  R.  L.  Kimpp,  Seneca 
Leonard,  Abram  Foster,  B.  C.  Harman  and 
Councillor  Kephart. 

The  first  mayor,  J.  II . Moffett,  served  from 
i874  to  1885,  when  j.  R.  Phillips  w as  electevi. 
and  he  served  until  1893,  when  I i vi  Wirt  suc- 
ceeded him.  The  councilmen  chosen  from  Aprd. 
1880,  to  April,  1 89C).  art  named  as  follows: 
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1880 —  J.  W.  Smith,  Senc-c « Li-iuianl,  C.  W.  Liiihart,  J.  Mc- 
Cormick, T.  Bossier,  \V.  J.  Moffett. 

1881 —  H.  D.  Hahn,  F.  C.  Cliilcote,  J.  S.  H.irmar..  R.  L. 
Knapp,  Charles  Irons,  tire  McCormick,  with  Smith 
and  Leonard. 

1882 —  S.  Leonard,  J.  C.  Thompson,  J,  S.  Harman,  j.  C.  Orr. 

{ new  councilmen ). 

1883—  X.  S.  Hatfield,  Henry  't'ates  and  I.  Phillips. 

1884 —  C.  \V.  Linhart,  J.  C.  Ort,  William  Simons,  X.  S.  Hat- 
field, D.  Hall,  T.  Hill. 

1885—  Thomas  Hill,  S.  Shanks,  J.  S.  Harman,  \\'.  L.  Yates, 
C.  W.  Linhart,  J.  C.  Ort. 

188f’ — R.  L.  Knapp,  A.  Davidson,  with  Shanks,  Yates,  Har- 
man and  Hill. 

1887 —  S.  L.  Shanks,  W.  L.  Yates,  J.  H.  Moffett,  appointed  to 
fill  vacancies. 

1888 —  A.  C.  McCrill,  \\'.  L.  Yates,  Thomas  Hill,  S.  Leonard, 
A.  Davidsofi,  M.  Sweet,  elected. 

1889 —  A.  Davidsort,  L.  Whitman,  William  Lee,  C.  Baldwin, 
M.  Sweet,  S.  Leonard. 

1890— 91  -M.  Sweet,  George  Castret,  Philo  Hellen,  with  Lee, 

Baldwin  and  Davidson. 

1891—  M.  Sweet,  George  Castret,  Philo  Hellen,  L.  Wirt,  C. 
Baldwin,  A.  Daviilson. 

1892 —  John  C.  Purdy,  V.  Helm,  W.  J.  Moffett,  A.  Davidson, 
C.  Baldwin,  L.  Wirt. 

1893 —  L.  Wart,  J.  1.  Zepernick,  W.  J.  Moffett,  A.  Davidson, 
\V.  P'aylor,  J.  C.  Purdy. 

1894 —  C.  S.  Linhart,  A.  Davidson,  Y\h  Faylor,  P.  C.  Chilcote, 
J.  I.  Zepernick  and  D.  Yates,  who  toctk  I.  C.  Conley's 
place. 

1895 —  E.  A.  Davis,  George  Baird,  William  Duffield,  Wh 
Dunlai),  with  Chilcote  and  Lenhart. 

1896 —  P.  C.  Chilcote,  William  Faylor  and  John  Feasel  were 
elected. 

The  office  of  clerk  was  held  by  Charles  Hol- 
lopeter  from  1874  to  1880,  when  Samuel  Hen- 
nings succeeded  him.  In  1887,  \V.  J.  Moffett 
was  elected,  but  J.  S.  Harman  succeeded  him  the 
same  year;  \V.  A.  Harman  was  elected  in  1889; 
J.  W.  Miller  in  1890;  J.  W.  Smith  in  1892,  and 
re-elected  since  that  time. 

The  first  treasurer  was  C.  Risser,  who,  in 
1875,  was  succeeded  by  Lewis  Whitman.  The 
office  was  held  by  several  citizens  down  to  April, 
1894,  when  B.  F.  Simons  succeeded  S.  L.  Shanks. 
In  1896,  B.  F.  Simons  was  re-elected  treasurer. 

In  1896,  B.  F.  Simons,  James  Dindore  and 
William  Lee  were  elected  members  of  the  Spe- 
cial School  District  Board. 

J.  T.  flill  was  elected  marshal  in  1896. 

Fires. — A few  small  fires  are  recorded  prior 
to  1882,  such  as  that  which  destroyed  the  church 
school  house.  The  hre  of  1882  destroyed  Hahn's 
store  and  Adams'  dwelling.  In  the  store  build- 
ing were  the  council  room,  mayor's  office,  post 
office,  together  with  many  of  the  village  records. 
A few  books  were  saved,  but  the  Council  journal 
and  other  important  books  were  burned. 

Traders. — The  W'illard  store  was  carried  on 
here  by  its  founder  until  1859.  From  1 849  to 
1858  or  1859,  William  Bradner  did  a large  trade 
here.  By  i860,  old-time  trade  methods  and 
traders  made  way  for  modern  metluKls  and  men, 
and  the  business  houses  and  dealers,  as  known 


now,  began  to  appear.  In  March,  1S84,  j.  R, 
& I.  Phillips  carried  on  a general  store;  John 
Miller  and  George  S.  Ketchami,  hardware  stores; 
Benjamin  Simons,  a drug  store;  B.  H.  Sa.xbv,  a 
grocery;  and  M.  F.  Miles  and  C.  W.  Linhart,  a 
gristmill.  W.  J.  Moffett  was  then  postmaster; 
Dr.  Rosendale  had  practiced  medicine  there  for 
a quarter  of  a century;  Dr.  Hatfield,  who  came 
later,  was  also  a recognized  physician  of  the  dis- 
trict; Perry  C.  Chilcote  kept  the  hotel. 

Tragedies. — On  November  23,  1889,  Lafay- 
ette Frontz  was  stabbed  to  death  here  by  one 
Gardner.  The  traged}-  is  one  of  the  very  few 
chargeable  to  this  village. 

Schools. — The  new  school  building  stands  a 
testimonial  to  the  villagers.  It  is  their  monu- 
ment to  a half-century’s  progress  in  education. 

Chn’-ehes. — The  beginnings  of  church  organ- 
izations and  church  buildings  are  related  in  the 
history  of  the  township.  Here  the  first  house 
for  worship  was  built  in  1843  or  1844,  where  the 
Lewis  Whitman  mill  was  subsequently  con- 
structed. It  was  a two-story  house,  the  second 
floor  of  which  was  used  by  various  Church 
societies,  while  the  first  floor  was  used  for  school 
purposes.  Rev.  John  McCutcheon,  a Presby- 
terian preacher,  who  was  also  teacher  of  the 
common  school,  presided  above  and  below.  The 
house  was  sold  and  converted  into  a sawmill,  for 
which  purpose  it  was  used  until  1880  or  18S1, 
when  fire  reduced  it  to  ashes. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  erected  a 
building  in  1871,  which  was  dedicated  September 
17,  that  year. 

The  United  Brethren,  the  Disciples,  the 
Presbyterians,  the  German  Baptists  and  other 
denominations  are  represented  in  the  village.  In 
the  history  of  Montgomery  township  reference  is 
made  to  the  Methodist  Circuit  of  1S39,  and  to 
the  early  preachers  who  appeared  in  this  district. 

Cemetery. — The  West  Millgrove  Cemetery 
Association  was  organized  .March  29,  18C5,  with 
Joseph  Chilcote,  Israel  Everett.  Tobias  Bossier, 
Rev.  Samuel  Kelso,  W.  C.  Burdick,  C.  R. 
Rosendale,  J.  II.  Moffett,  Randall  Swinehart, 
Jacob  Fisher,  Seneca  Leonard  and  Jose[)h  Bishop, 
members.  The  association  acquired  the  owner- 
ship of  the  old  cemetery,  made  additions  to  it, 
and  to-day  owns  the  ground.  W.  C.  Bimdick, 
James  Dindore  ami  james  Yates  are  trustees; 
J.  W.  .Miller,  treasurer,  and  J.  W.  Smith,  secre- 
tary. 

Societies. — West  .Millgrove  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.. 
was  instituted  Jul\’ 20,  1876,  with  T.  C.  Reid,  no- 
ble grand;  H.  X.  Rush,  vice  grand,  and  Henry 
Pl'.illips,  secretary.  In  i886  the  charter  was 
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coineyed  to  Freeport,  as  told  in  the  history  of 
that  village. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars 
attained  prominence  here  years  ago,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  society  is  yet  powerful. 

Yates  Post,  No.  476,  G.  A.  R.,  was  chartered 
September  i,  1888,  as  successor  of  the  older 
I’ost,  No.  50,  organized  under  the  same  name. 
The  title  was  changed  to  W.  C.  Conley  Post  on 
I'ebruary  20,  1891.  The  original  members  were 
H.  F.  S imons,  Ira  C.  Conley,  Thomas  Henry, 
A.  Davidson,  J,erry  Baker,  Izetus  Phillips,  M.  H. 
jones,  Lewis  Whitman,  Morris  Sweet,  Perry  C. 
'Chilcote,  W.  C.  Yates,  David  Baird,  A,  K. 
Wem,  Ed.  Burton,  M.  D.  Chilcote,  L.  A. 
England,  C.  Keefer,  R.  B.  Chilcote,  Wilham 
Ta}lor,  Dan  M.  Yates  and  M.  T.  Sweetland. 
Of  the  old  Post  of  1869,  J.  W.  Smith  and  the 
majority  of  the  members  named  above  were 
niem.bers.  In  later  years  Capt.  Omar  P.  Norris 
changed  his  membership  from  Fostoria  to  this 
Post.  The  commanders  have  been  L.  Wdiitrnan. 
1888;  John  \V.  Smith,  1890;  P.  C.  Chilcote, 
1892,  and  J.  Wk  Smith,  1894-96.  The  adjutants 
have  been  Izetus  Phillips;  I.  C.  Conley,  1891; 
J.  W.  S mith,  1892;  A.  K.  kVein,  1894-96. 
There  are  twenty-four  members. 

Other  secret,  benevolent,  political  and  literary 
societies  appeared  and  disappeared,  few  of  them 
living  more  than  a few  years. 


HATTON,  FOSTORIA  AND  LONGLEY. 

Hatton  post  office  was  established  March  14,  ^ 

1882,  with  Samuel  H.  Cassiday,  postmaster.  In  i 

1883,  John  Wininger  was  appointed  master,  and  | 
has  held  the  office  down  to  the  present  time. 
The  hamlet  was  platted  by  William  McCormick, 
in  1880,  on  a part  of  his  farm,  and,  when  the 
office  was  established,  the  name  was  changed 
from  East  Millgrove  Station  to  Hatton,  in  honor 
of  the  postmaster-general.  Ale.xander  Adams 
and  Benjamin  F".  Lindsle}-  built  the  first  houses; 
Samuel  Carrick  built  the  third  house;  Z.  Osman 
built  the  first  store.  The  second  store  was  built 
by  John  Wininger,  who  completed  the  house  on 
the  W^est  Millgrove  road  about  thirteen  years 
ago,  having  moved  his  stock  from  the  house 
"here  \\k  L.  Knowles  now  resides.  The  large 
elevator,  south  of  the  depot,  was  built  in  i 88  i . Os- 
tnan  sold  his  store  to  Jesse  Miller,  who  on  remov- 
nig  to  Risingsun  sold  his  stock  to  Mr.  Wininger, 
but  still  owns  the  building.  The  new  tile  factory 
<‘f  \\  00(1  & Co.,  established  in  the  fall  of  1895, 
viiiploys  ten  hands.  The  hamlet  is  a suburb  of 
West  Millgrove. 


Fostoria  now  claims  a small  part  of  Wood 
county.  Hart's  sub-division  of  part  of  S.  P'.  | 
of  Section  36,  Perry  township  south  and  east  of 

M.  Skinner's  land  to  the  east  line  of  Wood 
county,  adjoing  the  lands  of  J.  A Bradner  and 
Mrs.  D-  P.  Lloyd,  and  the  south  county  line  and 
lands  of  Abraham  Overholt)  was  surveyed  by 
Homer  C.  White  in  April  and  .May,  1S87,  for 
John  O.  Hart.  Skinner’s  allotment  was  surveyed 
in  July,  1888,  by  G.  D.  Plersey  for  William  M. 
Skinner. 

The  first  notice  of  the  locality,  other  than 
that  by  United  States  surveyors,  was  made  Sep- 
tember 20,  1 82 5,  when  Neal  McCuffey  and  otli- 
ers  from  Fort  Ball  camped  there  while  searching 
for  Elijah  Bra3’ton's  lost  child.  The  survey  of 
Rome  was  made  in  August,  1S32,  and  of  Risdon 
in  September,  1832.  The  first  town  was  the 
property  of  Crocker  & Foster;  the  second,  of  John 
Gorsuch.  Heniv  M'elch,  Jeremiah  Mickev  and 
John  P.  Gordon  were  the  pioneers  of  Risdon, 
while  Gorsuch  located  there  in  1832,  and  invested 
in  lands  in  its  vicinity.  In  October,  1S32, 
Crocker  & Foster  opened  a store  at  Rome,  sell- 
ing coffee  at  20  cents,  tobacco  at  25,  tea  at  $r.  24, 
sugar  at  7 cents  a pound,  sheeting  at  13  cents  a 
yard,  cotton  at  10  cents  and  calico  at  14  cents 
a yard,  whisky  at  12  cents  a (]uart,  while  Ne- 
hemiah  Hadley  paid  the  firm  28  shillings  for  one 
pair  of  boots.  In  1S36,  the  Crocker  sawmill  w as 
erected;  Samuel  Laird  opened  a ta\'ern  opposite 
Foster’s  store ; while  Randall  Plale’s  tavern  was  in 
operation  prior  to  that  time.  Dr.  Cossage  was 
here  as  early  as  1829.  Dr.  Dana  and  Dr.  Lock- 
wood  came  in  1834;  Dr.  Kirkham,  in  1S36  or 
1837;  George  Patterson,  in  1840;  Simon  Bricker, 
in  1843;  and  Drs.  Cole,  Snyder  and  Russell.  earl\' 
in  the  “forties.”  In  1834,  David  P'errier  estab- 
lished a horse-power  gristmill  near  the  head  of 
Wolf  creek.  The  sawmills,  gristmill  and  distill- 
ery were  built  within  a few  years. 

The  first  Church  society'  was  organized  in 
1S33  by  Rev.  Chase,  but  the  class  did  not  show 
man}'  signs  of  life  until  the  following  winter, 
when  Pllam  Dav  urged  the  .Methodists  to  luiiKl  a 
log-house  for  worship.  The  cabin  stood  on  Sum- 
mit street,  near  the  creek,  until  1852.  when  a 
frame  house  took  its  place.  In  1849,  the  Cath- 
olic congregation  erected  a churcli  building.  In 
1852.  a Close  Communion  Baptist  Society  w.i> 
formed;  in  1856.  the  Presbyterians  organized;  in 
1868,  the  Evangelical  Lutherans;  and.  in  1879. 
the  Reformed  Society.  The  Methodist  Protest- 
ants; the  Seventh  Day  .\dventists;  the  Disciples; 
the  Dunkards;  the  Spiritualists;  the  Mormons; 
and  a dozen  of  other  denominations  had  organi- 
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zations  here,  so  that  Fostoria  was  as  busy  in 
religious  matters  as  it  was  and  is  in  commercial 
affairs. 

In  I S3  3-34  F reeman  Luce  opened  a sub-  ' 
scription  school.  ‘ ' Barring  ” the  master  was  a j 
custom  of  the  time,  and  once  in  a while  Luce  j 
had  to  treat  his  pupils  to  candy,  raisins,  apples 
or  whisky.  Dr.  Alonzo  Lockwood,  later  a mem- 
ber of  Congress,  succeeded  Luce.  Times  have 
changed.  Now  there  are  three  or  four  large 
school  buildings,  an  academy,  and  one  or  two 
denominational  schools. 

The  town  is  an  important  business  and  rail- 
road center.  How  far  the  future  may  extend  its 
limits  into  Wood  county  cannot  be  stated,  but  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  same  enterprise, 
which  did  so  much,  may  do  more  in  the  direction 
of  expansion. 

Blinn  post  office  was  established  at  Norris 
Station  in  1883,  with  Omar  P.  Norris  in  charge. 


' Frank  Cory  was  acting  postmaster  until  18S5, 
when  the  office  was  discontinued. 

L.ongley  post  office  was  established  a few 
years  ago,  with  T.  J.  Edgerton  postmaster. 
Thomas  Peterson,  who  w'as  run  down  by  a train 
in  1895  and  killed,  was  the  second  incumbent. 
In  September,  1S95,  the  present  postmaster  was 
commissioned. 

CoiitlHsion. — The  majority  of  the  pioneers 
were  successful  in  their  mission.  They  came  to 
seek  and  make  homes  in  the  wilderness,  and  leave 
to  their  children  a rich  inheritance.  To  them  a 
great  deal  of  the  present  worth  of  the  township 
is  due;  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to  credit  them 
with  all  progress.  They  prepared  the  way  for 
the  modernizer.  Their  children  and  the  immi- 
grants of  later  da}'s,  having  at  their  disposal 
machinery  of  which  the  old  settlers  knew  nothing, 
accomplished  more  in  a decade  than  their  father's 
did  in  thirty  years,  and  raised  the  township  to  its 
i present  high  standard. 


CHAPTER  XL. 


PEKRYSBLRG  TOWNSHIP. 

Estabiushment  of  the  Township — Its  Early  History — Justices  of  Waynesfield — Perrvs- 
BURG  Township — Officials — Pioneer  Re.miniscences — iNins.  Amp:lia  W.  Perrin's  Story 
— Mrs.  Hester  Green’s  Story — Re,miniscences  of  Mrs.  Philothe  Clark — So.me  Account 
OF  A French  Colony  from  the  NIaumee — Men  of  1839 — The  Old  and  New  1L' meets 
—Schools— Old  Reminders. 

Perrysburg  Village — Its  Days  of  Infancy,  Survey,  Xa.ming,  Etc. — Pioneers  of  thf  Vil- 
lage— Prices  of  Goods,  and  Labor — The  Settlement  in  1S2T — Post  Office — Exch.\.nge 
Hoa'EL — The  Underground  RailroxVD — First  Execution — German  Pioneers — Traders 
OF  18-10 — Miscellaneous  Items — Municipal  Aff'airs — Fire  Dfipartment  and  Fires — 
Cemeteries  — Choler.v  Victims  — Com.mon  Schools  — The  Way  Library  — Churches — 
Societies — Conclusion. 


This  township  was  established  May  8,  ' 
1823,  when  the  commissioners  set  apart  | 
all  of  the  original  territory  of  Waynes-  ! 
field,  within  the  organized  county  of 
Wood,  under  the  new  name,  and  ordered  the 
election  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Spafford,  on  June  19,  1823.  The  Congres- 

sional description  of  the  western  and  northern 
boundaries  is  as  follows:  “ Lying  south  of  the 

channel  of  the  Maumee  river,  from  the  west  line 
of  the  county  to  the  line  between  the  original 
surveyed  townships,  Nos.  i and  4,  in  tlie  United  1 


States  Reserve,  and  thence  along  the  north  chan- 
nel to  the  State  line."  That  part  of  the  original 
township,  extending  from  the  h'ead  to  the  foot  of 
the  Rapids  of  the  Maumee,  was  then,  as  it  was 
for  years  afterward,  the  only  strip  of  territory  in 
the  county  where  civilized  man  would  dare  to 
make  a home.  The  pioneers  of  Wood  county 
settled  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Maumee,  under 
the  shadow  of  the  same  heights  which  Harrison 
in  later  years  fortified  and  named  Fort  Meigs 
Some  years  after  the  war  of  1812  the  settlement 
was  re-established,  and  from  it  the  pioneers  made 
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clearings  in  the  forest,  established  their  villages 
and  commenced  all  those  indnst'-ial  enterprises 
which  marked  the  progress  of  the  count}'  down 
to  1884-S5,  when  the  gas  and  oil-well  driller  ap- 
peared here. 

' The  names  of  the  ante-bellum  pioneers  are 
given  in  the  history  of  Perrysburg,  for  that 
\illagc  was  a part  of  the  township  down  to  1833. 

The  records  of  the  township  are  in  a fair 
state  of  preservation  as  far  back  as  184S.  All 
anterior  to  that  date  cannot  be  found.  More 
fortunate  among  the  county  records,  the  writer 
is  able  to  give  the  names  of  justices  of  the  peace 
from  the  beginning  of  the  township,  in  1823,  to 
the  present  tim.e,  together  with  the  names  of 
justices  for  the  older  township  of  Waynesfield, 
from  1 820  to  1832. 

The  justices  of  Waynesfield  were  Almon 
Gibbs,  who  served  from  July  22,  1820,  to  his 
death,  August  18,  1822;  John  Pray,  who  served 
until  June  19,  1823;  Charles  Gunn,  from  july 
22,  1820,  to  April,  1823,  and  reappointed;  Sam-  | 
uel  Spafford,  from  May  i,  1820,  to  September  8, 
1821,  when  he  resigned;  John  Jay  Lovett,  from 
1821  to  May,  1823;  Horatio  Conant,  from  No- 
vernbqj:  ii,  1 822,  and  reappointed  in  1825,  1829, 
1832  and  in  1835;  John  Pray,  1823-26;  and 
Jonathan  H.  Jerome,  1829-1832. 

The  Perrysburg  township  justices  are  na-med 
as  follows;  Paris  M.  Plumb,  from  July  7,  1S23,  ^ 
to  his  removal  from  the  township  in  May,  1824;  i 
Thomas  W.  Powell,  September  16,  1S23-1830;  j 
Thomas  R.  McKnight,  June  30,  1824,  and  1S26;  j 
Elijah  Huntington,  182740  1856;  John  C.  Spink,  ; 
1831;  William  Fowler,  1 834,  resigned  same  year ; | 
Henry  Bennett,  1834;  Willard  V.  Way,  1837; 
Henry  Darling,  1837;'  Elijah  X.  Knight,  1S40; 
Joshua  Chappel,  1840  to  1869;  D.  H.  Wheeler,  j 
1847;  Rudolph  S.  Frederick,  1849;  Peter  Laney,  ; 

1 849-52  ; Stephen  Williams,  1852;  Marshall  Key,  I 
Jr.,  1854;  David  Ross,  1854  to  1863;  Reuben 
Sawyer,  1857;  John  H.  Reid.  185S;  Nelson  j 
Darling,  1858  to  1866;  Abraham  L.  Fowler,  1 

• 86i  to  1879;  Valentine  Schwind,  1869  to  ; 
1875;  James  J.  Parks,  1869;  Stephen  Merry,  j 

• 875  to  1897;  George  Mckfonagle,  1875;  Syl-  | 
vester  Curtis,  1878  to  1893;  Jumes  M.  Brown, 
•879  to  1897;  Isaac  P.  Thompson,  1890;  Timothy  | 
Hayes,  1892  to  1898;  and  George  Boetsch,  1893, 
re-elected  in  1896.  Hezekiah  L.  Hosmer  ad-  i 
ministered  justice  in  this  township  at  one  time, 

<‘)f  course,  prior  to  his  appointment  as  chief  ' 
justice  of  Montana  Territorv.  | 

1 he  clerks  of  the  township,  from  1848  to  ’ 
’^95-  ure  named  as  follows;  William  II.  Hopkins,  i 
'848;  james  W.  Rt)ss,  1849;  George  Brown,  1 


I 850;  James  Murray.  1S5  i ; W^illiam  Furrey,  1852; 
James  Hood,  1853;  Henry  H.  Dodge,  1853  and 
1854;  George  S.  >.IcKcight,  1855;  I.  P.  Thomp- 
son, 1855  and  1862-63;  F.  R.  Miher,  1S56-57 
and  1859;  George  Strain,  1858;  John  B.  Spaf- 
ford, 1860-61;  |.  W.  Ross,  1864;  John  Powers, 
1865;  Earl  W.  Merry,  1S66;  C.  Finkbeiner, 
1867-68;  A.  L.  Fowler,  1869.  and  1871  to  1S77; 
Fred  Yeager,  1870;  Stephen  Merry,  1877;  Hiram 

R.  Charles,  1878;  Sylvester  Curtis,  1S79-82; 
Philip  Wetzel,  18S2;  George  Strain,  1883-84; 

S.  D.  Westcott,  1885-86;  Philip  Wetzel,  1887— 
96,  with  exception  of  a short  term  filled  b}' 
George  Strain,  in  1888;  in  1896,  Philip  Wetzel 
was  re-elected.  Among  documents  found  in  the 
auditor's  offices  are  some  early  “tax  levies." 
showing  that  Addison  Smith  was  clerk  in  1S39; 
H.  H.  Hall,  in  1841,  and  W.  Russell,  in  1842. 

The  treasurers  from  1839  to  the  present  time, 
are  named  as  follows;  Elijah  Huntington,  1S39; 
Henry  Darling,  1840;  Nathaniel  Dustin.  1843; 

R.  Sawyer,  1846;  J.  P.  Thompson,  1848;  Ste- 
phen T.  Hosmer,  1849;  James  J.  Parks,  185c; 
jairus  Curtis,  1851;  Addison  Smith,  1852-53; 
Geo.  W.  Clark.  1853;  L.  M.  Hunt,  1S54-5S; 
Seth  Bruce,  1858-61;  Henry  Thornton,  1861-63; 

S.  D.  Wescott,  1863,  and  1865-66,  and  i86_8  to 
1877;  E.  N.  Blue,  1864;  John  G.  Knoll,  1 867 ; 
Fred  Yeager,  1877-81;  John  H.  Rheinfiank, 

1 88  1-84;  George  Wittman,  1884-88,  and  1SS9— 
93;  Jacob  Davis,  1888;  E.  L.  Kingsbury, 
1893;  and  H.  R.  Roether,  1895.  The  names  of 
treasurers,  prior  to  1849,  were  found  in  docu- 
ments in  the  county  auditor's  office  in  June,  1895. 

The  assessors,  other  than  the  district  asses- 
sors named  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Com- 
missioners, were;  James  Birdsall,  1842;  Hiram 
Davis,  1844;  Elijah  Huntington,  1844;  E.  N. 
Knight,  1847;  J.  J.  Parks.  1848;  John  Chollette, 
1849;  Thomas  L.  Webb,  1S50;  Joseph  Browns- 
berger,  1 85  i ; John  Webb,  1 852 ; James  J.  Smith, 
1853;  Eber  Wilson,  1S54;  Stephen  Merry,  1855; 
David  Ross,  1S56,  and  1859;  jolin  Bates,  1857; 
Michael  Hayes,  1858;  X.  1).  Blinn,  i860:  John 
Powers,  1861  and  1869;  George  Mills,  1862; 
George  Eddleman,  1863-64;  A.  L.  Fowler.  1865  ; 
J.  J.  Webb,  1866;  David  D.  Bates,  1867-68,  and 
1874;  George  Boetsch.  1870  to  1873;  Shibnah 
Spink,  1873;  A.  L.  Scott,  1875;  Fred  Miller, 
1876.  and  1881-82;  (deorge  W.  New  ton,  1877- 
78,  and  1880;  John  Hufford,  1879;  Fred  llilla- 
brand,  1883  and  1886;  William  Lininger,  1S84- 
85;  Fred  Schwind,  188  7:  Chn  Ifiieii  Scb.wind. 
1888;  joe  E.  Baird,  1889  and  1892;  Daniel 
Klingler,  1890  91;  John  Ptisterer  and  Daniel 
Klingler,  1893;  Clnirles  Zingg  and  John  I’listerer, 
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1894;  Jos,'  Rossbach  (resigned,  and  George 
Boetsch  appointed),  John  C.  Ptisterer,  Levi  S. 
Warner,  and  Wm.  Underhill  were  elected. 
The  names  of  assessors  prior  to  1S48  were  found 
in  the  county  auditor's  documents. 

From  documents  in  the  auditor's  office,  it  is 
learned  that  Samuel  Spafford  and  Leander  Sack- 
ett  were  trustees  in  1827;  Ambrose  Rice,  Silas 
Lee  and  Samuel  Spafford,  in  1828;  James 
Wilkinson  and  John  Hollister,  in  1829;  John 
Hollister  and  Eber  Wilson,  and  John  C.  Spink, 
in  1831;  ).  W.  Scott  and  G.  Crane,  1834: 
E.  Huntington,  1835;  James  Jones  and  Rufus  D. 
Keener,  1836;  Gilbert  Beach  and  Loomis  Brig- 
ham, 1838;  Hiram  Davis,  Loomis  Brigham  and 
Josiah  Miller,  1840;  J.  Birdsall,  1843;  D. 
Blinn  and  Jairus  Curtis,  1844;  Gilbert  Beach  and 
Hiram  Davis,  1845;  Samuel  Hubbell,  1846;  David 
Ladd,  Hiram  Davis  and  Aurora  Spafford,  trustees 
in  1847. 

The  trustees  of  the  township  from  1848  to 
1896,  being  the  period  covered  by  the  clerk’s 
records,  are  named  as  follows: 

1848 —  John  Zieirler,  Jairus  Curtis,  John  Wobb. 

1849 —  Elijah  Huntington,  Erasmus  D.  Peck,  S.  X.  Beach. 

1850 —  Benjamin  Brown,  James  J.  Smith,  John  Bates. 

18ol-o2 — James  I.  Smith,  Jarvis  Spafford,  \V.  \ . Way. 

1853—  Jarvis  Spafford,  W.  \7  Way,  William  Furry. 

1854  -John  Bates,  Marshall  Key,  Henry  Thornton. 

1855— Eber  Wilson  (rire.  Key). 

185(5 — George  W.  Brown,  IS.  Wilson,  H.  Thornton. 

1857 —  W.  \’.  Way  (rff'c  Brown). 

1858- 59— Eber  Wilson,  Henry  Thornton,  John  Bates. 

1860 —  Jofin  Yeager  [rice  Thornton). 

1861 —  Eber  Wilson,  John  Bates,  John  5’eager. 

186‘2 — S D.  Westcutt,  John  A.  Robertson,  John  Yeager. 

1863 — John  Btites,  J.  G.  Knoll,  William  Crook,  Sr. 

1864  - F.  J.  Siebert  [nice  Crook). 

1865 —  John  Schwind  (nice  Siebert). 

1866 —  .Michael  Hayes,  A.  M.  Thompson,  J.  G.  Knoll. 

1867-  John  Yeager,  J.  Schwiml,  M.  Thomjison. 

1868- 72 — Michael  Hayes,  Frank  Rohda,  H.  M.  .Morse. 

1872  Henry  d'hornttin,  H.  .M.  Morse,  F.  Rohda. 

1873--J.  \\  . Ross.  J.  A.  Roliertson,  James  Eddleman. 

1874  -77 — Henry  'I'hornton,  Timothy  Hayes,  George  Limmer. 

1877 —  Henry  Wygant,  Isaac  Whitson,  John  Burdo. 

1878- 79— -Casper  Horn,  John  Burdo,  C.  Snyder. 

1880 —  John  Loesch  (nice  Bunhff. 

1881—  John  .Ault  [cici  Snyderi. 

1882—  John  Loesch,  John  .-\iilt,  Conrad  Siding. 

1883—  Frederick  Miller  ( ''ff'e  Loesch). 

1884  L.  Reitzel,  t , H.  Thompson,  F.  Miller. 

1885 —  F.  .Miller,  E.  Sawyer,  F.  H.  Thomiison. 

1886—  E.  Sawyer,  John  .\ult,  J(jhn  Loesch. 

Since  1887  one  trustee  has  been  elected  annually,  to  serve 
three  years. 

1887—  John  Loesch. 

1888—  Ed.  A.  Lnderhill. 

1889  Josejih  .Armhrusier. 

1890  and  189.3— A.  E.  Levdorf. 

1891  Fred  .Miller. 

1892 —  John  Schwind,  Henry  Buckhouse. 

1893—  Jtimes  H.  Pierce,  Edwin  11.  Simmons. 

1894 —  Conrad  Siding. 

1895—  William  I )ieberi. 

1896—  TYlwin  Simmons. 


PIONEER  REMINISCENCES. 

M rs . A7?U'lia  IT.  Pcrnn' s Story.  — Mrs.  Amelia 
W.  Perrin,  a daughter  of  Capt.  Jacob  Wilkinson, 
settled  with  her  parents  just  above  Perrysburg 
prior  to  1812,  and  shared  in  the  ffight  from  the 
Maumee  after  the  news  of  Hull’s  surrender 
reached  the  settlement.  The  family  remained  at 
Cleveland  'until  peace  was  declared.  While 
there,  her  father  built  a schooner,  evidently 
using  the  same  amount  of  dispatch  as  did  Com- 
modore I’erry  in.  creating  the  iieet  with  whic'n  he 
did  such  signal  service  at  Put-in-Bay,  in  1813. 
The  schooner  was  of  twenty-five  tons,  and 
christened  the  “Black  Snake.”  “ In  the  latter 
part  of  May,  1815,”  says  Mrs.  Perrin,  “father 
set  sail  with  a load  of  immigrants,  landing  part 
of  them  at  the  River  Raisin,  and  the  balance  ai 
Fort  Meigs.  He  had  with  him  at  this  time  his 
nephew,  David  Whlkinson,  whom  he  aftersvard 
took  to  raise  (on  the  death  of  his  father  , and 
who  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished  cap- 
tains on  the  lakes.  Y’oung:  David  was  at  this 
time  fifteen  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in 
the  year  i8oo.  On  his  return  from  this  trip  my 
father  carried  a cargo  of  ordnance  and  military 
stores  from  I^ort  Meigs  to  Detroit,  whe’fice  all 
the  equipments  were  taken,  P'orl  Meigs  having 
been  dismantled  soon  after  the  war.  He  con- 
tinued to  run  this  schooner,  making  occasional 
trips  to  the  Maumee,  until  September,  iSi6, 
when  he  took  his  family  back  to  Fort  Meigs. 
My  father’s  hatred  of  the  British  was  so  intense, 
and  he  expressed  his  sentiments  so  freely  in  the 
presence  of  his  family,  that  the  names  British 
and  Indian  were  synonymous  in  my  young  mind. 
How  well  I recollect  my  utter  amazement  on 
learning,  when  about  ten  years  of  age.  that  an 
agreeable  playmate,  whose  acquaintance  ! had 
recently  formed,  was  the  daughter  of  a British 
officer;  I had  previously  supposed  that  the 
British,  like  the  Indians,  were  entirely  uncivil- 
ized. 

“ My  first  clear  recollection  of  the  Nfaumee 
dates  from  the  time  I landed  from  my  father’s 
vessel  at  the  foot  of  I'ort  Meigs,  in  the  fall  of 
1816.  The  old  home  had  been  destroyed,  and 
father  went  immediately  to  work  to  erect  another, 
farther  up  the  river,  and  we  occupied  it  in  the 
fall  of  that  year.  The  late  Eber  Wilson  has 
told  me  that  a portion  of  the  foundation  of  this 
old  home  is  still  to  be  seen  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  Mosier  farm.  The  Indians,  at  this 
time  peace:d)lc,  were  living  in  the  vicinity  in 
great  numbers.  I can  remember  seeing  large 
troops  of  Iiulian  children  playing  in  the  water  at 
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the  foot  of  Buttonwood  Island,  opiposite  onr 
house,  that  island  being  their  favorite  camping 
ground  for  many  years.  In  the  spring  of  1817 
father  made  preparations  to  build  a substantial 
house,  having  fully  made  up  his  mind  to  locate 
permanently  upon  the  Maumee.  Employing 
help,  he  went  into  the  forest  and  hewed  logs, 
after  the  manner  of  John  Alden.  When  com- 
pleted, the  new  house  was  commodious  and 
comfortable,  being  quite  a pretentious  residence 
for  the  times. 

“The  battle  of  Fort  Meigs  had  been  fought 
while  we  were  at  Cleveland,  and  when  we  re- 
turned the  stronghold  had  been  dismantled,  and 
the  equipments'sent  to  Detroit.  Although  thus 
abandoned,  the  fort  presented  an  entire!}’  differ- 
ent appearance  from  what  it  does  now.  The  lit- 
tle log  building  which  had  been  occupied  by  Gen. 
Harrison,  as  his  headquarters,  still  stood  where 
he  had  left  it,  and  it  remained  there  for  many 
years  afleiward.  The  block-houses  and  the 
greater  pmrtion  of  the  stockade  also  still  remained. 
There  was  no  green  verdure  covering  the  em- 
bankments. which  were  gray  and  bare.  The 
ditches,  where  the  earth  had  been  e.xca\  ated,  were 
filled  with  water,  and  afforded  us  children  a fa- 
mous sliding  place  in  the  winter. 

“The  school  house,  where  we  received  our 
education,  stood  about  half  way  up  the  hill,  and 
the  fort  was  our  old  pla}ground.  We  never  used 
to  hear  the  word  ‘recess’  at  school.  The  teacher 
used  to  say,  ‘The  boys  may  go  out;’  at  the 
proper  time  they  would  be  ‘rapped  in’  by  the 
rat-tat  of  the  ruler  on  the  window  sash;  then  the 
girls  would  be  allowed  to  go  out,  but  the  boys 
and  girls  were  never  permitted  to  mingle  on  the 
fort  together.  The  boys  took  great  comfort  with 
a large  copper  camp  kettle  which  the  soldiers 
had  left  behind  them;  it  was  about  the  size  of  an 
ordinary  barrel.  After  filling  it  with  stones,  they 
would  roll  it  down  hill,  enjoying  the  noise  as 
only  boys  can.  One  day  they  persuaded  a little 
fellow  to  get  into  the  kettle  in  place  of  the 
stones,  assuring  him  that  it  would  be  capital 
fun.  The  little  chap  could  not  see  it  as  the 
others  did,  after  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  hill, 
bruised,  bewildered  and  a little  out  of  temper.  I 
notice  that  the  school-boy  of  to-day  is  very 
much  as  he  was  seventy  years  ago,  and  historv 
thus  seems  to  repeat  itself.  The  best  male 
teachers  attainable  were  always  employed  by 
those  having  charge  of  the  schools.  Among  those 
who  taught  here,  who  were  then  liighK’  appre- 
ciated and  now  affectionately  remembered,  are 
the  following:  Rev.  II  P.  Harlow,  Seneca  Allen, 

Thomas  W.  Powell,  Mr.  Gage  (afterward  the 


j husband  of  PTances  D.  Gage,  the  authoress'),  Mr. 

I Robinson  (a  lawyer  on  his  way  west),  Mr. 

' Adams  and  Galen  B.  .\bel.  There  were  others, 
but  their  names  have  faded  from  my  mind.  In  my 
: earlier  years  we  were  taught  by  lady  teachers  in 
I the  old  Fort  Meigs  school  house.  One  of  these 
— Miss  Mary  Keeler,  daughter  of  Major  Keeler — 
I who  taught  for  two  successive  summers,  has  left 
I the  impress  of  her  sweet  face  and  gentle,  patient 
; manners  indelibly  upon  my  heart.  After  recita- 
! tions  were  over  she  would  give  lessons  in  em- 
broidery and  other  kinds  of  needle  work.  Miss 
: Gilbert,  of  Cleveland,  and  Miss  Brown,  of  Per- 
i rysburg,  also  instructed  us.  \Ve  were  taught 
- one  summer  by  Mrs.  McElrath,  a Presbyterian 
i of  the  Old  School.  On  one  occasion,  during  the 
reading  of  the  Testament,  I inadvertently 
: laughed  at  some  trifling  thing,  and  she  so  strongly 
impressed  upon  my  mind  the  heinousness  of  the 
offense  of  making  light  of  the  Word  of  God, 
that  I have  fell  its  influence  through  the  sixty 
I years  that  followed. 

I “Among  the  incidents  which  I have  heard  my 
i mother  often  relate  is  the  following:  One  morn- 

! ing,  in  the  summer  of  iSii.  a man  came  riding 
I down  the  river,  warning  the  settlers  that  a large 
j body  of  Indians,  hideously  painted,  was  forming 
I above,  and  their  appearance  and  actions  indi- 
cated that  they  were  upon  the  war-path.  The 
' rumor  created  terrible  alarm  in  the  vicinity, 
and  the  thoughts  of  each  were  immediately  di- 
' rected  to  finding  a place  of  safety  for  themselves 
atid  their  children.  Father  took  his  family  to 
the  woods,  some  distance  away,  and  there  left 
I them  (mother  and  her  four  children)  concealed 
in  a brush  heap,  with  the  promise  to  return  as 
soon  as  he  was  assured  of  rheir  safety,  and  en- 
: joining  them  to  keep  quiet  and  closely  concealetl. 

; All  that  long  day  they  remained  there,  scarcely 
daring  to  move  for  fear  of  attracting  the  atten- 
tion of  some  lurking  savage.  In  his  haste  father 
had  forgotten  to  bring  anything  to  eat.  but  fear 
of  the  Indians  kept  the  little  ones  quiet  and 
, caused  them  to  forget  their  hunger,  e.xccpt  the 
I baby,  which  nursed  until  it  drew  blood.  As  the 
i dread  hours  of  that  long,  weary,  terrible  da'.’ 

, passed  slowly,  one  by  one,  and  father  failed  to 
I come,  mother’s  anguish  grew  almost  unendurable, 
for  she  imagined  he  had  fallen  at  the  hands  of 
I Indians.  When  he  finall}'  appeared,  just  ;is  th.e 
darkness  of  night  was  closing  around  us,  there 
I was  a most  joyful  reunion.  It  seems  that  the 
! uncertainty  of  the  purpose  of  the  Indians  had 
1 prevented  him  from  returning  to  us  sooner.  The 
I savages  were  merely  out  upon  ‘a  lark,’  and  had 
^ gobbled  up  a number  of  white  men,  father  among 
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the  number,  and  pestered  them,  just  by  way  of 
amusement. 

“ Very  early  (probably  in  1817)  a Presbyterian 
Church  Society  was  organized  by  Rev.  Burgess 
and  another  minister  from  Columbus,  and  after 
the  mission  was  established,  nine  miles  up  the 
river,  the  clergy  often  came  to  Orleans  and  Mau- 
mee to  administer  the  ordinance  of  baptism. 
About  the  year  1820,  the  Genessee  Conference 
sent  Rev.  John  P.  Kent  to  look  over  the  ground, 
and  to  form  Societies  where  the  people  desired. 
From  that  time  Orleans  was  embraced  in  a cir- 
cuit, and  there  were  regular  appointments.  My 
father’s  house  was  the  most  pretentious  in  the 
village — built  square,  with  two  stories,  two  rooms 
above  and  two  below.  Connecting  the  two  lower 
rooms  was  a wide  ’folding  door,  and  between 
them  the  staircase  was  located.  When  there 
was  an  unusual  gathering,  religious  services  were 
always  held  at  our  house,  as  the  accommoda- 
tions were  atiiple.  The  audience  would  occup)- 
both  rooms,  and  the  minister  used  the  staircase 
for  a pulpit.  Religious  m.eetings  were  also  held 
at  other  private  houses,  in  the  school  house,  and 
sometimes  in  a room  over  the  store  of  John  Hol- 
lister, until  the  society  was  transferred  to  Perrys- 
burg.  Orleans  was  never  able  to  boast  of  a 
church  building.  A union  Sabbath-school  was 
organized  by  Seneca  Allen,  which  was  kept  for 
many  years.  The  pupils  were  required  to  com- 
mit the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  the  first  lesson, 
and  after  that  were  allowed  to  select  any  portion 
of  the  Scriptures  they  chose. 

“Orleans  vvas  surveyed  soon  after  the 
war  of  1812,  by  Seneca  Allen;  and  for  a period 
of  fifteen  years  it  was  the  resting  place  for  those 
who  were  seeking  new  homes  either  in  Wood 
county  or  farther  west.  Among  those  who  made 
their  home  here  were  the  following;  Jacob  Wil- 
kinson, Seneca  Allen,  Major  .\mos  Spafford, 
Samuel  Spafford,  Aurora  Spafford,  T.  W.  Powell, 
J.  Chappel,  Robert  and  Richard  Howard,  James 
Patterson,  M.  Abbott,  Elisha  Martindale. 
Thomas  R.  McKnight,  Judge  William  Pratt,  John 
and  B.  F.  Hollister,  John  Jay  Lovett,  David 
Hull  and  Francis  Charter,  On  the  hill-side  and 
commons  a number  of  houses  were  built  and  oc- 
cupied by  our  neighbors.  Among  them  the  fol- 
lowing are  well  remembered:  Conrad  House, 

James  M.  Thomas,  Thomas  .Mcllrath,  S.  H. 
Ewing,  Luther  Whitmore,  Mr.  Wblson  and  Elijah 
Huntington.  Dr.  Colton  was  the  resident  phy- 
sician, but  only  for  a short  time.  The  merch.ints 
were  Samuel  Vkince  and  |ohn  Hollister.  'I'he 
greatest  drawback  to  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try was  the  sickly  season.  Ever3  buily  e.xpected 


an  attack  of  fever  and  ague  periodicalh',  and 
were  always  prepared  for  it,  and  the  loss  of  time 
and  the  doctors’  long  bills  conduced  to  keep  the 
people  poor.  Notwithstanding  their  many  dis- 
couragements, however,  the  early  settlers  were 
economical  and  industrious,  and  the  principal 
business  was  farming.  The  fisheries  were  a 
source  of  wealth  to  some,  and  a help  to  all.  Many 
Eastern  people  came,  and  after  going  through  a 
short  season  of  sickness,  returned  in  disgust*,  de- 
claring that  they  were  not  constitutionally 
adapted  to  the  profession  of  a pioneer  in  a new 
country.  After  a few  years,  those  who  remained 
became -acclimated  so  that  the}’  were  able  to  re- 
sist the  baneful  influence  of  miasma  in  a great 
degree.  At  times,  however,  during  the  sickly 
season,  there  would  not  be  one  left  in  the  family 
able  to  care  for  those  helpless  from  disease.  J 
well  recollect  being  sent  by  mother  on  an  errand 
to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mack,  a neighbor,  and  I 
came  upon  a distressing  scene.  The  husband 
was  absent  on  a short  journey;  Mrs.  Mack  was 
helplessly  sick  in  bed,  and  her  little  children  were 
sitting  around  the  fire  waiting  and  wondering 
why  mamma  did  not  get  up  and  give  them  some- 
thing to  eat.  I informed  my  mother,  and  they 
were  soon  cared  for. 

“ Those  who  witnessed  the  Hood  of  the  spring 
of  1818  in  the  Maumee  never  forgot  it.  The 
floating  ice  gorged  at  the  Big  Island  at  night, 
and  water  soon  covered  the  flats  a number  of 
feet  deep.  The  inhabitants  of  Orleans  were 
awakened  by  the  rushing  and  surging  of  the 
flood  and  crushing  of  the  ice  cakes,  and,  hasten- 
ing to  look  out,  found  themselves  surrounded  by 
an  angry  sea.  The  neighbors  came  in  a boat, 
and  I was  handed  out  of  the  window.  White 
everyone  w’as  busy,  the  cradle,  which  had  been 
floating  about  with  the  baby  in  it,  started  out  of 
the  door,  and  would  have  soon  gone  sailing  down 
the  ri\er,  had  it  not  been  quickly  caught.  We, 
with  others  who  had  been  rescued  in  a similar 
manner,  found  shelter  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Mc- 
llrath, on  the  hill-side.  Sixty  or  sevent}’  years  ago 
the  few  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the  \'alley 
w'ere  very  social  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other,  and  no  great  formality  was  used  in  becom- 
ing acquainted.  W’here  similarity  of  tastes  were 
found  between  families,  the  strongest  friendships 
were  formed,  which  (although  they  afterward  be- 
came widely  scattered)  have  lasted  throughout  a 
lifetime.  Charming  evening  gatherings  weio  held 
I around  the  glowing  fire,  of  which  tluvse  early 
I settlers  retained  the  fondest  memories,  through- 
i out  succeeding  years  fraught  with  wonderful 
i changes  and  stm’thng  events.  Young  peo[)le  did 
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ni>i  liesitate  to  marry  in  those  days  because  they 
ha<!  not  yet  secured  a competence;  it  was  to  be  a 
helpmeet  in  making  their  united  future  one  of 
prosperity  and  happiness.  From  i8i8  to  1826,  | 
ilie  young  men,  or  the  ‘big  boys,'  as  the  little  | 
folks  called  them,  of  the  Fort  Hill  school,  left  ! 
home  and  friends  to  seek  their  fortunes.  Some  , 
wandered  south,  while  others  entered  the  lake 
service,  many  of  whom  subsequently  became  e.\- 
perienced  sailors,  and  noted  as  the  commanders 
and  owners  of  some  of  the  finest  lake  craft.  My 
eldest  brother.  Freeman,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
went  to  Portland  (now  Sandusky  City),  appren-  i 
ticed  himself  to  a ship  builder,  and  became  a ; 
master  builder.  One  time  when  I was  visiting  : 
at  Port  Lawrence  ((Toledo)  my  attention  was  , 
called  by  Mr.  Baldwin  to  a beautiful  ship  lying  i 
at  anchor  in  the  river,  named  the  ‘Eclipse.’  i 
This  was  the  first  large  vessel  which  my  brother  ; 
had  built,  and  the  family  were  naturally  proud  of  \ 
his  success.  He  soon  afterward  went  on  a vo\  - I 
age  to  Europe,  visiting  the  shipyards  of  Amster- 
dam and  Liverpool.  At  this  time  it  was  a great  i 
distinction  to  go  abroad  on  business  or  pleasure.  ^ 
.Afterward  he  drifted  southward,  establishing  : 
shipyards  on  the  Mississippi,  and  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-five.  Two  other  schoolmates,  ; 
jolin  and  Richard  Craw,  found  early  graves  in  : 
the  South.  Among  the  boys  of  the  Fort  Hill  ! 
school,  who  left  Orleans  in  their  early  manhood  i 
to  battle  with  the  world  and  carve  out  their  fame  ' 
and  fortune,  are  the  following;  John  and  Richard 
Craw,  nephews  of  the  Spafford  brothers;  Edward  ; 
Wil  kinson,  brother  of  Capt.  David  Wilkinson,  i 
who  had  already  become  an  experienced  sailor;  ' 
James  Thomas;  Anson  and  Truman  Reed,  broth- 
ers; Freeman  and  Harvey  Wilkinson,  brothers. 

“ It  did  not  take  many  years  to  demonstrate  , 
that  Orleans  was  never  going  to  be  the  ‘Queen  , 
k ity  ’ of  the  North,  as  was  fondly  anticipated  by 
those  who  established  it.  Other  points  down 
the  river  were  more  accessible  as  a landing  for 
the  large  boats  which  were  beginning  to  ply  be-  ' 
tween  the  Maumee  river  and  lake  cities,  and  it  ■ 
■•'•as  found  that  the  town  was  liable  to  be  flooded 
at  every  spring  freshet.  One  by  one,  the  Orlean- 
t;'ts  pulled  up  stakes  and  located  at  the  rival  town  j 
of  Perrysburg,  or  elsewhere.  By  the  winter  of 
t^'-5~36,  I think  they  were  all  gone  but  two  fam- 
oies;  from  that  time  until  1830,  my  father  and 
Aurora  Spafford,  with  their  families,  were  the 
"Illy  permanent  residents,  altliough  people  con- 
tiiiui'd  to  move  to  and  fro,  stopping  at  Orleans 
^"i  the  purpose  of  taking  a rest,  a long  breath  ^ 
aiid  a new  start.  | 

I'or  a [leriod  of  about  four  years  (1826  to  i 


1S30),  the  late  Mrs.  Miranda  Crane  (a  ste]')- 
daughter  of  Judge  Spafford),  and  the  writer  were 
the  only  young  ladies  in  Orleans.  The  girls  of 
that,  time  were  taught  to  help  their  mothers,  from 
the  days  of  early  childhood  being  employed  at 
anything  useful  that  their  little  hands  could  do. 
As  years  rolled  on  they  were  taught  to  knit,  spin, 
sew  and  do  all  manner  of  housework;  at  fifteen 
they  were  usually  capable  of  taking  entire  charge 
of  household  affairs,  when  required.  A large  por- 
tion of  the  cloth  used  for  wearing  apparel  was 
spun  at  home,  especially  men's  clothing.  After 
cotton  goods  came  into  the  market  farmers 
ceased  -raising  flax  for  their  wives  and  daughters 
to.  manufacture  into  cloth.  As  a matter  of 
course,  all  were  rejoiced  when  their  daily  lives 
were  relieved  of  this  drudgery,  and  the  old  spin- 
ning-wheel was  set  aside,  consigned  to  future 
generations  as  an  interesting  relic  of  the  past. 
When  calico  '.vas  first  introduced  into  the  Orleans 
market,  it  ranged  in  price  from  40  cents  to  75 
cents  a yard.” 

Mrs.  Hester  Green's  Story. — Mrs.  Hester 
(Purdy)  Green,  who  was  here  as  early  as  the 
year  1810.  makes  the  following  references  to 
the  persons  and  incidents  of  the  time  and  place: 
“ I moved  to  the  Maumee  Rapids,  in  1810,  with 
rny  father,  Daniel  Purdy,  from  the  State  of  New 
A'ork.  There  came  with  us,  from  the  same 
place,  with  their  families,  Wm,  Carter,  .Andrew 
Race  (son-in-law  of  Carter;.  Mr.  Hopkins,  Ste- 
phen Hoit  and  Mr.  Porier.  David  Hull  (a 
nephew  of  Gen.  Hull)  kept  a store  and  tavern. 
Being  a bachelor,  his  sister  kept  house  for  him, 
and  I lived  with  them  part  of  the  time.  Hull 
had  a clerk  by  the  name  of  .Antoine  LaPoint,  a 
pretty  shrewd  fellow  who  could  speak  English. 
French  and  Indian.  Among  the  names  of  the 
French  who  were  there,  when  we  came,  were 
M.  Beaugrand,  Minor.  Lorengy,  M.  Eniell.  Bap- 
tiste Momeny,  M.  Guilllam,  and  Peter  Wflliams 
(half  French).  Among  the  others  remembered 
were  Spafford,  a man  of  very  fine  appe:irance, 
who  was  port  collector,  receiving  four  iumdred 
dollars  a year  salary  for  collecting  tax  on  goods 
brouglit  on  boats;  his  son  .Auror.i;  .\mos  Hecock 
(son-in-law  of  Spafford);  Mr.  Blalock,  who  lived 
about  a mile  south  of  us,  a gunsmith,  and  who 
was  said  to  make  counterfeit  money;  John  Woods; 
|esse  Skinner;  Mr.  Carlin,  a blacksmith;  Mr. 
Scribner;  John  Kelly,  who  taught  our  school; 
james  Ruling,  silversmith;  Peter  Momeny;  John 
Carter;  and  two  or  three  families  south  of  Bla- 
locks. 

“Our  town  was  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rapiils, 
aiul  my  father  li\ed  about  eight  rods  from  the 
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river,  opposite  an  island.  Fish  were  very  plenty. 
Large  ones  could  be  caught  in  abundance  with 
the  hook  and  line.  We  would  throw  them  on 
the  bank  as  we  caught  them,  and  then  selecting 
the  finest  for  the  table  we  left  the  remainder  for 
the  hogs  to  eat.  Among  the  fish  caught  were 
sturgeon,  muskalonge,  pickerel  and  bass.  We 
gathered  huckleberries  about  two  miles  from 
home.  It  was  amusing  to  see  the  squaws  gather- 
ing; they  would  hold  a kettle  or  pan  under  the 
bushes,  and  beat  the  berries  off  with  a stick.  I 
have  seen  forty  or  fifty  lodges  of  Indians  en- 
camped here;  they  were  on  their  way  to  Malden 
to  get  their  presents.  We  got  our  milling  done 
at  the  River  Raisin,  about  thirty  miles  away. 
Game  was  abundant,  live  stock  was  easily  raised 
on  the  prairies,  alid  we  enjoyed  a free  and  easy 
life  until  the  mutterings  of  war  began  to  fill  us 
with  alarm;  then  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Hull,  and 
his  splendid  army,  reassured  us.  He  left  a small 
cornuidiiu  heie  who  built  a fort,  or  block-house, 
for  our  protection.  Thus  we  lived  in  security 
until  a messenger  arrived  informing  us  that  Gen. 
Hull  had  sold  his  army,  and  that  we  would  have 
to  leave.  Then  all  was  fright  and  confusion. 
We,  and  most  of  the  others,  e.xcepting  the  sol- 
diers, gathered  what  we  could  handily,  and  left. 
We  stopped  at  Blalock's  a short  time,  and  an  In- 
dian messenger  arrived  telling  us  to  come  back  as 
they  would  not  kill  us,  but  only  wanted  some  of 
our  property;  looking  around  until  he  found  Bla- 
lock’s gun,  he  took  it»  went  out  and  got  a horse 
my  mother  had  ridden  to  this  point,  and  de- 
. parted.  We  w'ent  back  and  remained  three  days, 
in  which  time  the  Indians  were  pretty  busy  in 
driving  off  our  live  stock  (we  lost  si.xteen  head;, 
and  plundering  the  houses  of  such  as  had  not 
come  back.  Mr.  Guilliam  was  one  who  tied, 
leaving  everything  behind,  and  had  not  the  pres- 
ence of  danger  filled  us  with  alarm,  we  would 
have  been  amused  to  see  the  Indians  plundering 
his  house.  The  feather  beds  were  brought  out, 
ripped  open  and  the  feathers  scattered  to  the 
winds,  the  ticks  alone  being  deemed  valuable. 
But  our  sta_\  was  short,  only  three  days,  when 
the  cotnmandant  of  the  fort  informed  us  that  he 
would  burn  the  fort  and  stores  and  leave,  inviting 
us  to  take  such  of  the  provisions  as  we  might 
need.  Consternation  again  sei>;ed  upon  us,  and 
we  hastily  reloaded  our  wagons  and  left.  We 
stayed  the  first  night  at  a house  eight  or  ten 
miles  south  of  the  Rapids.  In  the  black  swamp, 
the  load  became  too  heavv,  and  th.ey  rolled  out  a 
barrel  of  Hour  and  a barrel  of  meat,  which  they 
had  obtained  at  the  fort.  .Mr.  Hopkins,  John 
Carter,  Mr.  Scribner  and  William  Race  went 


back  the  ne.xt  fall  to  gather  their  crops,  and  the} 
were  ail  killed  by  the  Indians.  John  Carter  was 
attacked  while  in  a boat  on  the  river,  and  they 
had  quite  a hard  fight  before  they  got  his  scalp. 
After  many  years  the  government  gave  the  Pur- 
dys  four  hundred  dollars  for  the  crops  and  stock 
left  behind  them  in  their  flight.” 

KaniniscaiCL's  of  Mrs,  Pliilotlio  Clark. — 
In  the  reminiscences  of  Mrs.  Philothe  (Case) 
Clark,  she  speaks  of  her  coming  with  her  father, 
two  young  men  named  Scribner  and  Lapeer,  and 
a number  of  others,  who  arrived  at  the  Maumee 
settlement  May  i,  i8t[,  and  raised  some  crops 
that -season.  Continuing,  she  says;  “ Se\  eral 
heads  of  famdlies  died  before  the  next  winter. 
My  father’s  sister  died  on  the  loth  of  August,  and 
his  mother  died  on  the  i2th.  There  were  no 
boards  to  be  had,  so  he  took  his  broad-axe,  and 
with  two  other  men  went  into  the  woods  and 
felled  a basswood  tree,  from  which  they  split  out 
puncheons.  These  he  hewed  and  planed,  and 
with  his  own  hands  made  the  coffin,  and  helped 
to  bury  their  dead,  where  P'ort  Meigs  was  after- 
ward built.  Mv  father’s  own  family  suffered  ver_\' 
much.  He  was  sick  with  fever  and  ague,  and 
many  days,  and  for  hours  at  a time,  there  was 
not  a member  of  the  family  able  to  help  himself. 
All  the  water  that  we  could  have  for  twent}  -four 
hours  was  two  pails  of  river  water,  brought  in 
every  morning  by  a kind  neighbor.  His  little 
child,  two  years  old,  died  soon  afterward.  In 
the  spring  of  1812  my  father  planted  potatoes 
and  corn  on  the  island  in  the  rivei.  The  army 
niade  use  of  it,  and  he  got  his  pay  for  it  from  the 
government.  There  was  a company  of  soldiers 
stationed  near  us;  but  they  left  immediateh'  after 
w'e  heard  of  Hull's  surrender.  A British  officer, 
with  a few  soldiers  and  a band  of  Indian  warriors, 
came  to  take  possession  of  wdiat  public  stores 
there  were  at  that  place.  The  Indians  plundered 
a few’  houses,  took  all  the  horses  and  mules  they 
could  find,  and  left.  The  inhabitants  had  to 
leave, — some  of  them  in  open  boats.  Our 
family,  in  company  with  twehe  other  families, 
left  b}'  land.  We  took  the  road  to  Urbana,  cut 
through  by  Gen.  Hull's  army.  After  a toilsome 
journey  of  two  weeks  through  the  mud  of  the 
Black  Swamp,  nearly  devoured  by  mosquitoes, 
sometimes  with  no  water  except  what  stood  in 
the  cattle  tracks,  we  arrived  safely  at  Urbana. 
where  we  drew  government  rations  until  've 
sejiarated  for  our  several  destinations." 


The  late  He/ekiah  L.  Hosm.er,  who  knew 
Peter  Minor,  an  actor  in  the  earlv  st.ttlement. 
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;iiui  wrote  down  the  pioneer's  recollections  of 
I’errysburg,  speaks  of  Sac-a-nianc,  an  Indian 
warrior,  giving  Peter  Minor  notice  of  British  in- 
tentions, of  the  flight  of  the  Spafford  family,  and 
of  the  advance  of  the  British  and  Indians  under 
the  notorious  Col.  Elliott.  The  story  varies  but 
little  from  the  relations  already  given. 

In  the  history  of  Rice  township,  Sandusky 
county,  written  by  Hon.  Homer  Everett,  is  an 
account  of  a French  colony  from  the  Maumee, 
which  located  near  Lower  Sandusky  in  i Si  2-1  3, 
as  follows:  ‘‘After  peace  had  been  restored  in 

I Si  5,  this  township  became  the  home  of  many 
of  the  French  families  of  the  colony,  which  left' 
the  Maumee  and  came  to  Lower  Sandusky  three 
years  earlier.  The  original  settlement  of  these 
people,  after  comifig  to  America,  was  at  Moiiroe, 
Mich.  They  afterward  established  themselves 
on  the  Maumee,  where  they  settled  down  to  hab- 
its of  industry.  But  the  opening  of  the  British 
and  Indian  hostilities,  in  1812,  compelled  an- 
other removal,  and  doomed  them  to  four  years 
of  migration  and  unsettled  life.  In  January, 
1813,  by  direction  of  the  government,  about 
twenty  families  packed  their  possessions  and 
started  for  Lower  Sandusky.  It  was  a fortunate 
circumstance  that  heavy  ice,  well  covered  with 
snow,  gave  them  an  easy  course  of  travel,  and  at 
the  same  time  made  it  possible  to  avoid  the  sav- 
age enemies  of  the  forest.  All  being  in  readi- 
ness, a French  train  was  formed.  This  con- 
sisted of  a procession  of  one-horse  sFeighs,  the 
runners  of  which  were  made  of  boards.  The 
train  was  placed  under  direction  of  a Frenchman 
named  Peter  Maltosh,  who  had  been  an  Indian 
trader.  The  journey  to  Locust  Point,  over  the 
ice,  was  made  in  one  day.  On  the  following 
day.  Portage  ' Port  Clinton,  as  it  was  then  called) 
was  reached,  and,  the  third  day.  Lower  Sandus- 
ky. The  colony  was  given  quarters  in  the  gov- 
ernment barracks  until  spring,  when  cabins  were 
built  for  them.  In  August,  1S13,  they  were,  by 
order  of  the  government,  removed  to  Upper  San- 
dusky until  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  thev 
were  moved  back  in  government  wagons.  They 
bad  been  wards  of  the  government  during  the 
war,  and  the  able-bodied  among  them  bore  their 
parts  bravely  in  the  lines  of  soldiery.”  The 
names  of  these  refugees,  some  of  whom  returned 
to  the  Maumee  at  the  close  of  the  war,  so  far  as 
Can  be  learned,  were  Joseph  Cavalier  and  wife, 
who  died  at  I'ort  Stephenson ; Albert  Cavalier, 
their  son,  Mrs.  faco,  Cabriel  O'Dett  de  La  Point, 

1 hoinas  DeMars,  Bisnette,  Joseph,  John  and 
beter  Momeny,  Peter  Minor's  family,  Charles 
bountaine,  Christopher  Columbo,  and  the  Devoir 


family,  consisting  of  five  brothers,  and  Maltosh,  the 
guide.  This  concludes  the  broken  threads  of  the 
story  of  the  destroyed  settlement  on  the  Maumee. 

Men  of  iS^g. — In  1839,  an  enumeration  of 
all  male  citizens  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
j in  the  township  was  made  by  County  Assessor 
Samuel  Matthews.  In  P'ebruary,  1S77,  the 
Saitiiicl  copied  the  lists  and  published  them,  and 
from  that  paper  the  following  names  are  taken; 
Seneca  Sterling,  Edward  Hotchkis,  Allen  Hills, 
Isaac  Stetson,  Addison  Smith,  Henry  Mandell, 
R.  L.  McKnight,  Willard  V.  Way,  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Joseph  Cornell,  James  F.  Stubbs,  Gilbert 
Beach, 'Aaron  B.  Banks,  Horace  Hall,  John  Hall, 
.Horatio  Hall,  JarnesMecham,  D.  Wilkinson,  Man. 
Irwin,  David  Allen,  R.  B.  Nichols,  Charles  Rus- 
sell, Phillip  Hahn,  Barnet  Kenedy,  James  Bell- 
ville,  Peter  Cranker,  Thomas  Child,  Loomis 
Brigham,  Thomas  L.  Webb,  Henry  Ross, Reuben 
Sawyer,  John  Fay,  Daniel  Lindse\',  |olm  C. 
Kellogg,  A.  CoiTinberr}  , John  Bates,  Henry  Cook, 
Jarvis  Spafford,  Jeremiah  C.  Crane,  James  M. 
Spafford,  Amos  Spafford,  Otis  Wheelock,  W. 
W.  Wheelock,  Abraham  L.  I'owler,  Samuel  B. 
Campbell,  Walter  W.  Slason,  John  Kridler,  Ed- 
ward Bissel,  Edward  Freeman,  E.  D.  Peck,  W. 

' P.  Griswould,  Abner  Brown,  John  Webb,  Jacob 
Regie,  C.  G.  Minkler,  W.  W.  Covey,  H-  L. 
Hosmer,  J.  B.  Lewis,  Andrew  Burns,  L.  R. 
Austin,  D.  C.  Doan,  William  Nettle,  Jonathan 
Perrin,  Phillip  Loup,  Cyrus  Darling,  Peter 
Laney,  William  Crook,  S.  M.  Beach.  James 
Birdsall,  Pearl  Simons,  Christian  Houtz,  John 
Birdsall,  Worling  Bradford,  George  Hopper, 
joseph  Creps,  Joseph  A.  Creps,  George  Creps, 
David  Creps,  Shibnah  Spink,  C.  C.  Roby,  \\'ill- 
iam  Houston,  Eber  Wilson,  Charles  Wilson, 
Harry  Ewing,  Samuel  Burke,  Samuel  Wilson, 
Jacob  Mark,  Hiram  Pratt,  Benjamin  Thornton, 
Isaac  Bloomfield,  J.  Turner,  Whlliam  Zieg- 
ler, John  Hollister,  B.  F.  Hollister,  John  \\k 
Smith,  Josiah  Miller,  George  Chollette,  S.  P. 
Johnson,  Christian,  William  Earl,  James 
Brown,  Abraham  Carter,  J.  T.  Pur\is,  Rob- 
inson, David  Johnson,  J.  L.  Crane,  James  Coffin- 
berry,  Charles  Donnelley,  Thomas  Bloomfield, 
Abram  Gray,  Thomas  Pheatt,  David  Perrin, 
Elijah  Huntington,  joshua  Chappel,  Hiram  Davis, 
William  P.  Reman,  William  Russell,  Levi  C. 
Lock,  Benjamin  Russell,  William  Kelle}',  Har- 
vey T.  Smith,  E.  M.  Knight  C.  T.  Woodruff, 
Theodore  Clark,  Jol'iii  Smith,  Wieck,  Adam  Mitts, 
J(.)nas  Bishop,  Samuel  Bisiiopy  James  T.  Key, 
Benjamin  Rathbone,  John  Elliott,  Edward  Bon- 
nell,  Laban  Radway,  Solomon  Thompson, 
l*'letcher  Joy,  Elial  P>acon,  Simon  Teeplc,  llenj. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Minor,  John  R.  Kelley,  Joseph  Clary,  H.  H. 
Couiser,  John  C.  Smith,  Joseph  Winters,  C. 
Norton,  Asahel  Paine,  Daniel  PI.  Wheeler. 
William  Crook,  William  L.  Cook,  James  Blinn, 
Nelson  Talmage,  Adam  Bates,  Robert  Davidson, 
Charles  Bowsprit,  Charles  Lambert,  Christopher 
Retching,  Robert  Shaw,  Luther  Jackson,  William 
Findlay,  John  Simpler,  William  B.  Tillotson, 
William  Weddle,  Baty,  Robert  Reed,  William 
Mack,  Benjamin  Gill,  T.  Rudsill,  David  Ross, 
C.  D.  Woodruff,  Westcott  Smith,  Robert  Miller, 
William  Deyo,  Charles  Shepard,  Henry  Thorn- 
ton, John  Ziegler,  Seth  Bruce,  Wright,  T.  Free- 
man, Joshua  Chappel,  Elijah  Herrick,  Perry 
Curtis,  Jairus  Curtis,  Uriah  Piersons,  Walter 
Duel,  Alonzo  Rogers,  Darius  Harris,  William 
L.  Cook,  Joshua  Rolf,  Jedediah  Loup.  Christo- 
pher Perrin,  J.  Wk  Ferrell,  Nathaniel  Dustin, 
Henry  Darling,  John  C.  Spink,  George  Drewry, 
Alexander  Decker,  Victor  Jennison,  George 
Firdig,  John  Bishop,  Ralph  C’gle,  John  \'aii  IIcl- 
len,  Henry  Van  Hellen,  Henry  W’aggoner,  Bar- 
nabas Allen,  Abel  Leach,  Mark  Havens,  William 
Loup,  James  Conaway,  David  Staler,  Jacob 
Kline,  William  Kline,  McMichael,  Abraham 
Beaver,  Ora  Abbey,  Charles  Abbey,  J.  H.  Thurs- 
tia.  J.  McGrain,  J.  Hoover,  Ruda  L.usher, 
Thomas  Kinsley.  Jonathan  Jenkins,  Patrick  Carl. 
Thomas  Farlin,  John  McGee,  Patrick  Cauington, 
John  Hollis,  Silas  Burk,  Edward  Burk,  H.  La- 
droist,  George  Fox,  Felix  Casper,  Francis  Powers, 
Augustus  Cook,  H.  Turrel,  J.  S.  Sabin,  J.  A. 
Hancock,  George  House,  Peter  Rible,  Nor- 
man Zimerer,  George  Price,  W.  S.  Haskins, 
W.  O’Brien,  John  Brownsberger,  Jacob  Lusher, 
A.  F.  Striker,  David  Johnson,  Benjamin  Mcln- 
tire,  John  Riley,  S.  Belongy,  Lary  Sutton,  Frank 
Bushel,  Henry  Roberts,  John  Beninger,  James 
Barber,  James  Kelley,  John  McCo}',  John  Perrin, 
George  Longel,  Darius  Budges,  Stephen  Phillips, 
Michael  Rhom,  John  Hetsinger,  Henry  Lusher, 
Daniel  Klinger,  Phillip  Groove,  Phillip  Groove, 
Jr.,  Conrad  Seymour.  F.  B.  Rowley,  Aaron  Hig- 
gins, Nathan  Russell,  George  Coleman,  John 
Shaver,  John  McKey,  James  Hollington,  Moses 
Higgins,  A.  M.  Thompson,  Gideon  Herd,  John 
Harvey,  Chester  Blinn,  George  Powers,  J.  M. 
Hall,  and  Geo.  Flack. 

The  following  are  names  of  those  employed 
on  steamers  “Wayne"  and  “Perry";  N.  Gard- 
ner, J.  Matthews,  S.  Pierce,  \\k  Watkins,  Sandy,  i 
Archy,  Thomas,  Wilbour,  Stewart,  Rogers,  i 
Mallory,  Hathaway,  Joles,  Williams,  Russell,  ; 
Dimick,  Westcott,  Smith,  Printis,  john  McKee,  | 
Wk  Watts,  J.  bk  Stubbs,  C.  Harrison,  P.  Allen,  I 


J.  Green,  W.  Nukoks,  O.  Whitmore.  R.  Louney, 
and  T.  Watts. 

This  list  shows  the  names  of  331  adult  males, 
against  1,153  souls  enumerated  in  the  whole 
county,  so  that  Perrysburg  township  of  1830 
represented  the  great  majority  of  the  bread-win- 
ning population  of  the  county.  Within  the  en- 
suing ten  years,  many  immigrants  located  in  the 
township.  The  tyranny  of  class  government  in 
Ireland  and  Germany,  and  the  political  troubles 
of  Europe  in  1846,  1847  and  184S,  drove  large 
numbers  of  the  people  to  the  shores  of  the  United 
States,  whence  they  spread  out  westward.  Such 
families  as  the  Haj’eses,  who  came  in  1848,  and 
own  Fort  Meigs,  and  the  Germans,  named  in  the 
history  of  Perrysburg  village,  who  came  from 
Hesse  Darmstadt  and  Rhenish  provinces,  ha\e 
taken  a most  important  part  in  the  development 
of  the  township,  and  the  building  of  the  village. 

The  Old  ami  Ncie  Hamlets. — The  town  ot 
Orleans  on  Tracts  65  and  66,  in  the  United  States 
Reserve  of  twelve  miles  square,  was  founded  in 
1817,  shortly  after  the  return  of  the  refugees  to 
the  Maumee,  and  surveyed  by  J.  J.  Lovett.  It  was 
re-surveyed  in  December,  1825,  by  Seneca  Allen, 
for  Frederick  A.  Stuart,  and  Lots  138  and  139 
set  apart  for  public  buildings,  on  condition  that 
the  seat  of  justice  should  be  fixed  there.  The 
effort  was  a useless  one,  for,  with  the  exception 
of  part  of  the  Wilkinson  family,  Mrs.  Omans,  and, 
perhaps,  one  other  family,  theresidents  moved  down 
to  Perrysburg,  in  1823.  To-day,  the  site  of  this 
first  settlement  of  English-speaking  people  in 
Wood  county,  is  clothed  in  grass,  like  Fort  Meig^. 
The  Hayes  family  located  there  in  1847  or  1848, 
while  yet  the  old  Hollister  building  was  standinc. 
and,  for  the  succeeding  forty-eight  years.  Mi- 
chael Hayes  and  his  brothers  have  seen  to  it  that 
the  site  of  the  old  town,  and  of  the  fort  above  it. 
have  not  been  subjected  to  the  plow,  or  exposed 
to  the  vandals.  In  1816.  David  Hull  opened 
the  first  tavern  in  the  new  toum,  and  a year 
later,  Joseph  \Mnce  established  a store  under  the 
fort.  Both  houses  were  open  on  April  17.  1817, 
when  Joshua  Chappel  arrived  at  that  point. 
Down  to  1830  a few  of  the  first  settlers  made  the 
place  their  home.  The  history  of  the  rise  and 
fall  of  that  village  is  told  elsewhere. 

Lime  City,  on  Road  Tract  13,  T.  4,  of  the 
U.  S.  Reserve,  was  surveyed  by  C.  II.  Judson  in 
October,  1887,  for  C.  II.  Sawyer.  It  receiwii 
I its  name  in  July,  1885,  when  a post  office  w.\s 
i established,  which,  at  the  request  of  the  petition- 
; ers,  was  named  Lime  City,  and  L.  S.  Warner  ap- 
I pointed  ntaster.  In  January,  1895,  Anna  PeIt"U 
I resigned  the  office,  and  a sister  of  the  first  post- 
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ina*-''ter  was  appointed.  A reference  to  the  chap- 
ter on  Roads,  and  also  to  the  chapter  on  Troy 
to'.vnship,  will  inform  the  reader  on  the  building’ 
.mil  history  of  the  Wester’n  Reserve  road.  Down 
to  185.3,  Stoneburner’s  tavern,  where  Lime  City 
now  stands,  was  a well-known  hostelry.  In  the 
••forties,”  particular!},  ‘ ‘ Stoneburner's  ” was  a 
!,'.mous  hotel,  approaching  the  “ E.xchange,”  at 
hcrrysburg. 

The  lime  works  w'ere  established  in  1883  or 
by  C.  H.  Sawyer,  near  the  two  old  Mc- 
Monigle  lirne-kilns.  Mr.  Sawyer  operated  the 
quarry  until  1 888,  when  the  first  kilns  were  built, 
ill  1891  the  Lime  City  Company  was  organized, 
with  C.  H.  Sawyer,  president;  W.  B.  Scott,  vice- 
president;  John  B.  Bronson,  secretary  and  treas- 
iiret;  and  George  Breed,  superintendent.  This 
company  added  four  kilns  to  the  two  established 
ui  I S8S,  the  capacity  of  which  is  about  1 00, 000 
barrels  annually.  The  company  quarry  a fine 
building  stone,  and  also  operate  a stone-crasher, 
with  a capacity  of  about  i.  500  car-loads  annually. 
The  works  employ  from  thirty  to  eighty  men. 

Janies  J.  Smith,  with  Hitchcock  and  Fink, 
were  the  principal  farmers  of  the  place  before 
the  town  was  surveyed.  Shover  & Warner 
opened  the  first  store,  and  within  a short  time  a 
few  more  business  houses  were  started. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Lime 
City,  may  be  said  to  be  contemporary  with  the 
establishment  of  the  village,  when  a frame 
meeting-house  was  erected.  Among  the  mem- 
bers at  that  time,  and  in  1 890,  were;  John, 
Tl  '.os.  H.  and  lane  Tinney,  J.  M.  Deams,  Albert 
Brownsberger,  Mary  S.  and  Jos.  Perkins,  Mellie 
Warner,  Maggie,  Mary  and  Emma  Creps,  John 
ami  Annie  Greiner,  Julia  Bench,  Mrs.  D.  Sim- 
mons, Anna  and  Sarah  Trowbridge,  Maud  and 
Ida  Hamilton,  George  L.  and  May  Meek,  Frank 
Schiimaker,  Cordelia  Pelton,  Annie  Pelton,  Or- 
lando Edelman,  Alma  Warner  and  Louis  Laney. 
John  Bench  and  John  Greiner  have  been  class- 
leaders  in  recent  years.  In  January,  1895,  John 
Bench  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
*<hool;  E.  E.  Kerns,  assistant  superintendent; 

A.  Co.x,  treasurer;  G.  L.  Wheeler,  secretary 
*ml  librarian;  and  P'rances  Lusher,  organist. 

Linson  was  surveyed  for  Elliott  Warner,  A. 
lb  Stewart,  R.  V.  Chamberlain  and  George 
l^i.mbcrlin,  by  David  Donaldson,  in  July,  1875. 
I'lkf  Marengo,  Manhattan  and  Orleans  of  the 
Lmson  is  only  a memory. 

Hi.'burt  was  the  name  borne  liy  a post  office 
'1  Uif  extreme  northeastern  corner  of  the  town- 
‘’•P-  It  was  discontinued  in  November,  1895. 

— The  township  school  record  dates 
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back  to  May  2i,  i S 5 3 , when  Eber  Wilson. 
Jerome  Smith,  Lorenzo  Blackman,  John  Shaner, 
W.  W.  Mor.se  and  Horace  Hollister,  with  James 
Hood,  secre^'ary.  were  present.  The  sum  of 
$400  was  H[)propriated  for  a school  building  in 
District  9,  on  Road  Tract  No.  24;  small  sums 
for  repairs  on  school  houses  in  Districts  5.  7,  S 
and  to,  and  .$400  for  a new  house  in  District  5. 
In  April,  i 854,  the  sum  of  $400  was  appropriated 
for  a house  in  District  10.  Nathaniel  Strickland 
was  one  of  the  trustees  or  directors  in  1S54. 
while  the  names  of  W.  A.  Lanigan  and  Henry 
M.  Morse,  with  J . P.  Thompson,  clerk,  appear 
in  1855.  School  buildings  were  authorized  for 
Districts  6 and  3,  and  repairs  on  the  other  houses 
ordered.  In  1858,  there  were  32  i children  en- 
umerated; in  1879,  there  were  377  male  and  31S 
female  children  enumerated;  in  1S80,  697 ; and 
in  1881,  7 19.  The  State  apportionment  was 
$541.50,  and  the  local,  $445.63 — a total  of 
$987.  13. 

Old  Reminders. — In  1848,  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  hydraulic  canal,  a well  was  dis- 
covered at  the  upper  end  of  Perrysburg.  It  was 
walled  up  with  brick  of  superior  quality,  in 
sectoral  lines,  and  no  one,  then  living  in  the 
village,  or  Maumee,  knew  anything  of  its  con- 
struction, or  of  the  place  where  the  brick  were 
made.  So  common  report  said,  and  the  news- 
papers echoed  the  saying.  Mrs.  Perrin,  one  of 
the  few  pioneers  surviving,  stated  in  June,  1895. 
that  David  W.  Hawley  excavated  the  well  prior 
to  1822. 

On  the  Eber  Wilson  farm,  two  miles  from 
Perrysburg,  are  the  remains  of  a fortification,  of 
which  nothing  is  known.  In  1823,  when  the 
Wilsons  settled  there,  the  lines  of  the  works  were 
distinct,  and,  in  plowing,  blacksmith’s  cinders  were 
found  within  the  inclosure.  The  fortification  can 
have  no  connection  with  the  'ouilding  of  Fort 
Meigs,  for  it  is  a work  which  Harrison’s  men  did 
not  dream  of  constructing. 


PERRYSBURG  VILLAGE. 

This  good  old  town,  dating  back  to  the  times 
when  the  echoes  of  Perry’s  guns,  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  Jackson’s,  on  ihe  field  of  Chalmette,  levtr- 
berated  throughout  the  world,  is  the  stage 
j on  whicli  the  drama  of  Wood  county’s  sottle- 
I merit  was  enacted,  and  th.e  con<]aest  of  the 
j northwestern  Indians  effected.  .Purveyed  for  the 
I United  States  in  1816,  when  British  and  Indian 
I j)ower  was  crippled  in  those  parts,  it  is  now  in  its 
I eightietli  year,  and  yet  only  in  the  infancy  of  its 
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progress.  The  reader  of  the  general  history  of 
the  country  is  alread}’  acquainted  with  its  rniii-  | 
tary  transactions  of  1812-13,  1835.  and  1861-65.  j 
as  '.veil  as  with  its  early  Iiunters  and  trailers;  its 
commerce  and  navigation;  its  stage  coaches,  ' 
ferries  and  taverns;  its  nev.'spapor  men,  lawyers.  | 
physicians,  politicians  and  merchants;  and  with 
the  thousand  stirring  incidents  of  its  pioneer  da_v  s.  ^ 

In  this  article,  an  earnest  effort  has  been  , 
made  to  gather  the  hi5tt>ry  of  its  inhabitants  and 
their  particular  local  institutions,  so  that  a read-  ’ 
able  record  may  exist,  when  the  village  casts  off  i 
its  swaddling  clothes,  to  assume  the  dress  and 
airs  of  a great  city,  to  which  enterprise  will  at- 
tacii  it  in  the  future.  In  beginning  the  story  of 
the  township,  the  reminiscences  of  a few  of  the 
earliest  immigrants,  and  the  relations  of  other  j 
pioneers,  are  considered  worthy,  and  to  them  , 
first  place  is  gi\'en. 

The  snrt  ey  of  the  'rillage  was  made  in  1816.  ' 
as  related  in  the  chapter  on  Land  Titles.  Josiah  | 
Meigs,  formerly  governor  of  Ohio,  hut  then  fill- 
ing the  office  of  U.  S.  Land  Commissioner,  tak-  ' 
ing  cognizance  of  this  Xatioual  enterprise,  ad-  ' 
dressed  the  following  letter  to  Major  Spafiord, 
under  date  April  12.  1816;  . I 

De.\r  Fkii-'-.M);  •— .'\s  \ou  will  liave  a town  on  Miami  of  ■ 
Erie,  it  will  t;e  wei!  to  think  of  the  luuae  it  is  to  tiear.  Thu  ; 
act  does  not  gi\’e  a name.  M'hi.i  is  to  christen  it?  I wish  : 
you  would  think  (.'ii  tlie  .-abject,  and  lei  me  h.ave  vuur  wi-^hes. 
f'or  my  part,  ! will  barely  suggest  to  you  tliat,  it  it  w.>uldbe 
named  Perryvillc.  or  Perrytown-  nr  m some  other  form,  ' 
which  may  alvcavs  remind  u.s  of  the  victory  of  Erie — it  wouM 
be  good  policy.  We  ought  to  make  the  best  prolit  we  can  i 
of  the  blond  of  our  countrymen,  which  has  been  shed  for  the  j 
contirmation  of  our  indefiendence.  If  it  were  left  to  me  to 
name  the  town  at  Lower  Sandusky,  I should  name  it  in  honor  ; 
of  the  gallant  youth.  Col.  Croghan,  and  would  say  it  should  ‘ 
be  Croghanville.  I believe  it  is  m your  {lower  to  give  the  ' 
names.  1 

The  idea  was  adopted,  but  the  Major,  in  at- 
tempting to  be  original,  made  the  name  l^crrys-  i 
biirg\  while  Governor  Meig’s  ' ‘Croghanville”  was 
cast  aside,  even  though  it  would  be  a memorial 
of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  soldiers  of  the  war  of 
1812. 

Pioneers  of  the  \"illage. — The  removal  of  the 
county  seat  from  Maumee  to  Peirysburg,  in  1823, 
was  a serious  set-back  to  Orleans  of  the  North. 
David  Hull,  who  opened  a tavern  on  the  fiats  : 
under  Fort  Hill  in  1816;  Joseph  \’ance,  'vhc:>  es-  j 
tablished  a store;  Jacob  \ViT;inson,  whose  boats  | 
and  tavern  were  known  there  as  early  as  i8t6; 
Lovett,  who  surveyed  the  town ; Joh.ri  Hollister, 
Joshua  Cha[){>el  and  others,  who  located  there  in  I 
f8i7.  a few  of  whom  iiad  moved  to  Maumee,  re-  I 
directed  their  steps  toward  the  newer  county  1 
seat,  a mile  below  the  fort,  aiul  soon  aptieared  to  i 
be  more  interested  in  Perrysburg  than  they  eser  . 


were  in  Orleans.  Samuel  Spafiord  built  tin 
“Exchange  Hotel”  in  1823;  two  buildings,  o.r 
three,  were  moved  from  M;aumee;  store  rooms 
and  ■iis’eilings  sprung  u|>  here  and  there,  and  the 
United  States  town  with  its  naine.  suggested  b\- 
Governor  Meigs,  and  its  broad  streets,  suggestet] 
by  Uriited  States  smveyors,  began  to  take  sliape 
The  first  house-builder  was  David  W.  Hawley, 
wdio  with  his  w'ife  and  step-daughter  made  their 
home  in  the  wilderness  from  1817.  until  Mrs 
Hawley's  de;ith  in  1820.  She  was  buried  in  the 
.Spafiord  cemetery.  Plawley  sent  her  daughter 
to  her  people,  and  then  abandoned  the  place 
himself. 

John  Webb,  who  died  August  27,  'SS;,  set- 
tled here  in  1822,  and  established  hitnsefi  at  once 
as  a hat-maker.  With,  him  were  his  wife,  Ehz- 
abeth  iCharles).  his  son.  john  Charles,  his 
brother,  Thomas  L.  Webi),  with  Tho’uas  R. 
McKnighi,  who  went  to  Lower  Sandusky  to  meet 
them.  On  arri\'ing  here,  in  November  or  l.)e- 
cernber,  1822,  the}’  found  shelter  in  David  W 
Hawley’s  abondoned  frame  cottage  ^at  the  head 
of  the  bayou,  on  West  Boundary  street  or  Green 
lane) — the  only  building  on  the  town  site,  though 
Thomas  K.  .McKnight  h.ad  Lot  '4.3  cleared,  and 
logs  piled  thereon  for  his  proposed  cabin.  The 
Webbs  ma\  be  said  to  have  been  the  sole  inhab- 
itants of  t'-he  town  until  the  county  officers  estab- 
lished themselves  here  in  1823,  wlien  McKnight's 
log  house  and  Spafiord  s liotel  were  erected. 
During  the  ensuing  decade  and  a half,  great 
changes  were  eftected.  Such  pioneers  as  John 
and  B.  P'.  Hollister,  Jacob  and  David  Wilkin- 
son. Tohn  C.  and  Shibnah  Spink,  John  Shepter. 
who  kept  the  hotel  at  the  end  of  the  Black 
Swamp  road.  John  Smith,  Willard  Wa}  , 
Thomas  W.  Powell,  Judge  Ladd,  the  real-estate 
agent,  Plumb,  the  two  Sam  Skinners,  Da\id 
Hull,  the  Mcllraths,  Frank  Parmalee,  the  Chi- 
cago omnibus  man,  L.  D.  Peck.  Natlianiel  Dus- 
tin, Elijah  Huntington,  all  the  Spafiords,  the 
Reeds,  Jessup  W.  Scott,  Charles  Deimison.  S. 
C.  Sloan,  Peter  Cranker,  Henry  Darling.  Tona- 
than  Perrin,  Gill)ert  and  Schuyler  I'each.  W'iH- 
iam  Griffith  (of  Gibbs  N Griffith),  who  died  in 
1828,  Augustas  Thompson,  the  Utlev'^,  Halls. 
Wilsons,  Ewings.  McKirights,  Wheelocks.  Wet- 
mores,  Doans,  P>linns,  Ci.'oks.  Deacon  Hall,  who 
kept  the  tavern  near  John  Ffollisttn’‘s  house,  Kel- 
logg, who  lived  above  tlie  “Exchange  Hotel.' 
the  Ross  family,  Dr.  Colton,  and  others  whose 
names  occur  in  the  chapters  of  the  general  his- 
tory. were  rdl  established  here.  So  precocioi.s 
was  the  little  town  that  it  supported  a ne .vsnaper 
i!i  1S33,  hud  its  literary  and  debating  societies. 
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its  social  meetings,  its  stage  coaches 

and  steamboats,  and  an  opinion  of  itself  much 
higher,  even,  titan  that  entertained  by  the  Chi- 
cago people  of  thernselves  at  that  tinie. 

/'r/as  of  Goods  and  Labor. — The  manner  of 
transacting  business,  from  1820  to  1S24,  por- 
trayed by  an  old  account-book  fnow  in  the  clerk 
of  court's  office),  was  crude.  The  old  ledger  pre- 
sents many  pioneer  names,  and  recounts  the  fol- 
lowing dealings;  Thomas  \\dllson,  whose  name 
af'pears  on  the  first  page,  bought  7 pairs  of  nieii's 
shoes  [written  “shows”]  for  $17.50;  7 pairs  of 
linedand  bound  shoes  for  $18.75;  4 pairs  of 
women's  shoes,  $6;  16  pairs  of  “pattens,”  $i6;- 
and  2$  gallons  of  oil  and  an  oil  can, $2. 8 1 . Against 
John  T.  Baldwin  several  sums  are  charged,  such 
as  75  cents  for  the  entrance  and  clearance  of  the 
“Leopard,”  and  25  cents  for  a bushel  of  pota- 
toes. Against  Francis  Farrand  appear,  one  pair 
of  moccasins,  50  cents;  a black  silk  handkerchief, 
$1.50;  3.\  yards  of  pantaloon  cotton,  $2.37;  4] 
pounds  of  sugar.  71  cents;  and  pound  of  to- 
bacco, 25  cents,  He  was  credited  with  a day's 
labor,  $1.85.  George  Marsh  paid  $6  for  a bar- 
rel of  Hour;  $1.50  for  12  heads  of  cabbage,  and 
large  sums  for  whiskey,  which  then  sold  for  37.\ 
cents  a quart.  Guy  Nearing  paid  $3  for  3 gal- 
lons of  whiskey,  and  75  cents  for  a gallon  of 
vinegar.  Daniel  O.  ^^hlkin3on  was  an  e.xclusive 
customer,  buying  whiskey  m small  bottles  from 
May  until  November,  1820,  paying  $3  for  shoes 
and  25  cents  for  meals.  Elijah  Gunn  bought  8 
pounds  of  snuff  at  50  cents  a pound.  Levi 
Omans  mixed  his  dealings — whiskey,  tobacco, 
flour,  salt  and  shoes  being  charged  against  him. 
Joseph  Spencer  paid  $20  for  20  bushels  of  corn, 
and  paid  on  that  account  12J  pounds  of  sole 
leather,  $4.78;  one  side  upper  leather,  $3.50; 
and  one  calf  skin,  $3.50.  Ambrose  Rice  paid 
50  cents  a day  for  use  of  a canoe,  and  $7  for 
three  weeks’  board.  James  Carlin,  who  died  in 
1822,  had  his  account  settled  by  Hiram  P.  Bar- 
low.  George  Mayler  bought  whiskey  only.  D. 
W.  Hawley,  George  Patterson.  David  Hull, 
Daniel  C.  Murry,  Daniel  Hiibbell,  who  paid  his 
bill  of  $i  13.02  by  a barrel  of  whiskey  (33  gallons 
at  30.1  cents),  200  pounds  of  salt,  $7,  and  other 
credits;  T.  F.  Smith,  who  was  charged  62  cents 
for  newspaper  postage;  Asa  Sandford,  who  sold 
him  27  pairs  of  cow  shoes  at  $2  a pair;  Robert 
Martin,  who  paid  12  cents  for  an  almanac;  fames 
Wyman,  Thomas  Learning,  .\dam  Kiblinger. 
David  Musselman,  who  sold  him  357  pounds  of 
tobacco  for  $5.3.  35  • Moses  Everett,  Benjamin  F. 
Stickney,  Almon  Reed.  Joseph  Prentice,  Joseph 
Martin  and  others  were  customers. 


! The  account  of  David  Wilkinson,  merchant, 
with  the  late  William  Crook,  tells  of  the  prices 
1 paid  for  clothing  and  provisions  in  1832  and 
' 1833.  and  points  oui  the  small  remuneration  for 
: labor.  Crook  was  credited  with  $56.25  for  i 12$ 
days’  work;  $!  75  for  3.\  days  making  ropes,  and 
; $10.87  tor  14.1  nights’  fishing,  or,  in  all,  $73.73. 

Against  these  credits,  from  October  15,  1832,  to 
I April  27,  1833,  the  following  debts  were  en- 
^ tered:  i8.[,  pounds  of  beef,  74c.;  173  pounds  of 

, flour,  $6.50;  I hog.  $7;  bushels  of  corn, $3.  38 ; 

4[  pounds  of  butter,  53c.;  i bushel  of  potatoes, 

; 50c.;  2 pounds  of  butter,  25c.;  i quart  of  oil, 

* -5c.  : -4  gallons  of  whiskey,  $1.44;  i narrow  axe, 
j $2.25;  horse  and  cart,  38c.;  i barrel  of  fiour. 
$6;  I barrel  of  fiour.  $3.60;  14  pounds  of  tallow, 
$1.75;  22  pounds  of  hog  lard,  $1.76;  i keg  to 
' contain  lard,  38c.;  oxen,  ),  day,  25c. ; i bushel  of 
potatoes,  50c.;  bushel  of  turnips,  13c.  ; 16’. 
pounds  of  cheese,  $1.32;  2|  gallons  of  whiskey. 
1.44;  I peck  of  beans,  31c.;  oxen,  i day,  50c.: 
2.)  quarts  of  molasses,  40c. ; 2 days’  board,  50c.; 
15  pounds  of  beef,  75c.;  oxen  and  man,  i dav, 
$1.50;  I bushel  of  potatoes,  50c.;  3 quarts  of 
molasses,  47c.;  cash,  $15;  4 quarts  of  molasses, 
63c. ; I bushel  of  potatoes,  50c. ; i pair  of  boots 
of  O’Neil,  $4;  16.’,  pounds  of  hog's  lard,  $1.32; 
3 bushels  of  potatoes,  $1.50;  and  i barrel  of 
‘ fiour,  $5.  50. 

; The  Scttlcmoit  in  1S2J. — In  1827,  accord- 
ing to  Jeremiah  C.  Crane,  who  located  here  that 
year,  heavy  tim’oer  was  abundant  where  the 
' town  hall  now  stands;  grass-pike  were  caught  in 
the  creek  and  swale  near  the  railroad  depot;  set- 
tlers had  to  go  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  to  mill,  until 
the  mill  on  the  Island,  near  Miltonviile,  was  con- 
I structed;  immigrants  would  arrive  at  intervals, 
who,  in  reply  to  queries  wiiere  they  hailed  from, 
would  respond,  “In  yon,  not  knowiiig  the 
county  or  State  in  which  they  lived. 

When  Joseph  Creps  arrived  at  Perrysburg,  in 
1833,  there  were  twenty-three  houses  and  cabins. 
The  first  above  Perrysburg  was  that  of  John  T. 
Key,  the  second  was  Miller's,  the  third,  on  tiio 
fiat  north  of  Fort  Meigs,  which  was  used  for 
washing  fish,  was  cleaned  and  converted  into  a 
dwelling  by  the  Creps;  the  fourth  was  unter.anted. 
but  subsec[uentlv  t’ne  Chadwicks  took  possession 
■ of  it;  the  fifth  was  the  red  farm  house  of  Amor.i 
Spafford;  the  sixth,  opposite  Buttonwood  island, 
i was  tenanted  by  a negro  named  Williams;  tin? 
j seventli  was  occupied  bv  Samuel  Wilson;  tiio 
eighth,  a log  cabin,  by  Decker;  and  the  ninth, 
another  log  cabin,  by  Herrick.  ,\bove  Milton- 
! ville  was  a small  burial  groiind,  beyond  it  .1 
i dwelling,  and  next  the  Mission  station  occupied 
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by  the  Rev.  1.  V"an  Tassei  and  fainiiy.  Other 
houses  were  above  the  mission,  the  eighteenth 
from  Periysburg',  one  mile  below  Grand  Rapids, 
being  occupied  by  Joseph  Keith.  The  one-story 
brick  house,  which  stood  on  the  lot  next  to  what 
is  known  as  the  “ Blue  Property,”  on  the  river 
front,  was  tenanted  by  James  La  Farree,  who 
moved  into  it  in  1832,  a year  before  his  removal 
to  Road  Tracts  33  and  34,  out  on  the  Reserve 
road. 

Pos^  Office. — The  notice  of  the  Maumee, 
given  in  a previous  chapter,  tells  of  Major  Spaf- 
ford,  the  port  of  entry,  and  other  names  and  inci- 
dents of  the  time. 

The  commission  of  Amos  Spafford  as  post- 
master of  Miami,  in  Erie  district,  is  dated  June 
9,  1810.  In  1S14  the  office  was  transferred  to 
Fort  Meigs,  and  in  1815  to  Maumee,  opposite, 
where  the  name  “ Fort  Meigs”  post  office  was 
obtained,  until  February,  1824,  when  it  was 
changed  to  Maumee  {)ost  office.  The  first  post 
office  in  the  village  of  Perrysburg  was  established 
January  28,  1823,  with  Thomas  R.  McKnight, 
master.  Mrs.  Perrin  thinks  that  John  Hollister  | 
was  master  after  McKnight;  but  the  record  shows  I 
that  Elisha  Ward  held  the  position  P'ebruary  14, 
1827.  It  is  said  that  the  Democrats  signed  a 
secret  paper,  binding  themselves  to  drive  Hollis- 
ter from  the  town.  How  well  they  succeeded  is 
best  told  by  Hollister’s  removal  to  Buffalo.  D. 
M.  Kellogg  was  appointed  m April,  1836.  P. 
Hills  was  master  in  1S39,  succeeded  by  David 
Allen,  who  was  the  incumbent  in  1840.  J.  Man- 
ning Hall  held  the  uffice  in  1842.  David  Ross 
served  down  to  March,  1852,  when  Elijah  Hunt- 
ington succeeded  him.  His  accounts,  from  June 
30  to  September  30,  1852,  show  $32.76  for  pos- 
age  on  unpaid  letters  from  other  offices;  twenty- 
three  cents  for  postage  undercharged;  $23.26  for 
postage  on  letters  from  this  office;  eighty-one 
cents  for  advertising  letters;  $56.59,  amount  of 
postage  on  papers  and  periodicals;  $63  for  stamps 
received  from  Department,  and  twenty-three 
cents  from  postage  on  drop  letters.  In  1853 
there  were  176  letter-boxes,  all  rented,  except 
twenty-three,  at  sixty-nine  cents  a quarter.  J.  H. 
Reid  and  John  Powers  are  said  to  have  been 
postmasters  prior  to  the  war;  Nelson  Darling  in 
1862;  W.  T.  Pomeroy,  C.  Finkbeiner  and  Ciem- 
ens  Leaf  in  later  years.  In  April,  1869,  John 
G.  Knoll  retired,  and  T.  J.  Webb  took  his  place. 
In  January,  1871,  Elbert  I).  Ross  was  appointed 
master.  Ghristopher  I'inkbeiner,  late  recorder 
of  the  county,  held  the  office  down  to  1885, 
when  James  Hayes  was  appointed.  \Vh  H. 
Hollenbeck  succeeded  him  in  1889,  and  John 


Cranker  was  commissioned  July  20,  1893.  In 
july,  1894,  it  was  raised  to  a third-class  office, 
but  reduced  in  June,  1895. 

Exihongt  Hotel. — ‘ Spafford ’s  Exchange,' 
established  in  1822-23  by  Samuel  Spafford,  wa., 
carried  on  after  his  death  on  January  i,  1825,  by 
his  widow,  and  later  by  Aurora  Spafford,  and  was 
! the  most  prominent  hotel  between  Buffalo  and 
St.  Imuis,  and  the  only  frame  jniblic  house  be- 
! tw'een  Buffalo  and  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Spafford  con- 
i tinned  as  landlord  of  this  hotel  to  the  time  of  his 
i death,  in  1854.  C.  W.  Norton  afterward  pur- 
i chased  the  property.  The  old  register  of  "Spaf- 
ford’s  Exchange  ” is  filled  with  the  names  of 
many  prominent  people,  but  that  of  Gen.  M'illiam 
H.  Harrison,  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in 
1840,  was  not  recorded,  as  he  w'as  a guest  of 
John  Hollister.  On  June  ii,  i S40,  no  less  than 
473  guests  registered  in  this  house.  The  hotel 
; register  speaks  of  the  Hcllisters,  Robys,  V/ilkin- 
i sons,  Spinks,  Coffinberry,  Keeler,  W ay,  Hosmer 
and  others  of  that  day,  w'ho  used  to  congregate 
here  for  a convivial  time.  In  December,  183S, 
Gen.  Scott  was  here.  He  sent  for  Joshua  Chap- 
pel,  who  was  with  him  on  a British  prison-ship 
during  the  war  of  1812,  and  wntnessed  his  battle 
on  board  that  ship  for  the  rights  of  naturalized 
citizens.  It  w'as  here  at  some  public  doings  that 
Guy  Nearing,  a prominent  character  on  the  river, 
and  a man  of  giant  frame  and  herculean  strength, 
in  one  of  his  periodical  sprees  strode  upon  the 
whole  length  of  the  dining  table,  kicking  all  the 
dishes  off  as  he  went.  It  w'as  here  that  jarnes 
Bloom,  of  Liberty,  shortly  after  his  return  from 
South  America,  and  wdiile  on  his  wedding  trip, 
gave  a select  party,  offering  bank  bills  to  his 
guests  to  light  their  cigars  with.  The  reputation 
of  the  lic|uors  kept  at  the  “Exchange”  was 
better  than  that  of  most  any  other  house.  The 
building  of  the  electric  road  from  Toledo  to  Per- 
rysburg has  had  the  effect  of  making  the  \ illage 
a suburb,  and  of  converting  the  old  hotel  into  a 
suburban  house  of  entertainment. 

The  Undergroinid  Railroad. — The  village* 
was  always  a station  on  this  road,  and  the  dwell- 
ing place  of  many  conductors.  The  basement  of 
the  Journal  office  w’as  the  hotel  for  the  refugees; 
but  barns  throughout  the  village  often  sheltered 
the  .\fricans  in  their  Bight  from  the  land  of  their 
sla\  ery.  Many  stories  arc  told  of  the  adventures 
of  “conductors  ” and  their  “ passengers,”  one  of 
which  is  referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  Bench  and 
P'ar.  On  one  occasion  a Kentuckian  arrived 
here  and  found  his  human  chattel.  Of  course,  he 
had  to  resort  to  the  law  to  prove  his  ownership 
before  he  could  take  the  “ darkey  " away.  Squire 
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Hiratint^ton  was  appealed  to;  but  the  slave’s  law- 
yer found  a haw  in  the  indictnieiu,  or  infonna- 
iion,  and  this  necessitated  the  making  of  new 
l»apers.  The  “ conductois, ” seeing  a chance  to 
save  the  slave,  soon  had  a fleet  horse  at  the  door 
of  the  justice's  office,  upon  which  the  negro 
Tiiounted  and  rode  off,  Langford,  the  colored 
owner  of  tt;e  horse,  exclaiming;  " Here  is  a dead 
horseorafree  nigger!  ” >.Iarshall  Key,  |r. , is  cred- 
ited with  being  the  suggestor  of  this  adventure. 

In  October,  1S20,  an  indictment  was  returned 
against  James  Thompson,  Isaac  Richardson  and 
William  Griffith  for  kidnapping  a free  negro, 
named  Patrick,  with  the  intent  of  sending  hinr 
out  of  the  State.  The  trio  failed  to  meet  the 
punishment  they  merited  on  this  charge;  but  were 
not  so  lucky  in  defeating  the  prosecution  on 
another  charge,  which  compassed  the  grievous 
offence  of  abusing  a justice  of  the  peace,  in  the 
person  of  Ainion  Gibbs,  in  the  following  words; 
“ It  is  a damned,  rascally  court,”  and  other  ter- 
ribly abusive  ternrs,  all  because  the  squire  would 
protect  a negro  in  his  lawful  rights. 

First  Exid/tion. — The  execution  of  George 
Porter,  for  the  murder  of  Isaac  Richardson,  took 
place  November  5,  1S30,  at  the  foot  of  I'ort 
Meigs,  near  the  southern  end  of  the  Perrysburg- 
Maumee  bridge.  John  Webb,  the  sheriff,  con- 
ducted the  execution,  while  Joel  Foote,  now  a 
very  old  citizen,  who  sa^v  the  murderer  arres- 
ted, was  present  to  see  the  law  carried  out. 

German  Pio)ictrs. — To  the  German  pioneers, 
who  located  here  between  1840  and  1852,  some 
notice  must  be  given;  for  they  were  in  before  the 
era  of  improvement  was  introduced  in  1854,  and 
were  among  the  very  first  to  develop  the  rich 
lands  of  this  and  adjoining  townships.  Peter 
and  Nicholas  Wieck.  and  a few  others,  who 
migrated  from  Hesse  Darmstadt  in  the  “ forties,” 
may  be  considered  the  pioneers  of  the  little  colo- 
' nies  from  Hesse  Darmstadt  and  Davaria. 

In  1847,  John  and  Elizabeth  Schwind,  .Mi- 
chael and  Elizabeth  Cornelius,  with  their  two  chil- 
dren; John  Wolford  and  wife;  .Anthony  Strauss, 
wife  and  three  children;  Daniel  and  Louisa 
Klingler,  with  two  children;  John  Fink,  wife  and 
four  children,  and  \'alentine  I'ink,  came  from 
Hesse  Ibarmstadt,  while  John  A’eager  came  from 
Alsace,  then  a part  of  hTench  territory.  John 
Helsley,  Geo.  Knoll,  Henry  Renstnan,  the  Kel- 
lers, AValters,  Neiders,  Osbergs,  Peter  W<;tzler, 
Henry  Ruckhouse,  Mrs.  Julius  Rlinn,  Mrs.  jacob 
Schlate,  and  .Mrs.  Lucas,  may  be  named  also. 

In  1852,  Valentine  Schwind;  Casper  Horn, 
wife  and  two  children;  Joseph  Hillabrand,  wife 
and  three  children ; and  Mattliias  Harbaugh,  wife 
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and  four  children,  arrived  also  from  Hesse  Darrn- 
i stadt.  The  Finkbeiners  were  here  at  an  early 
i day.  '.vith  t'vu  or  three  other  families. 

' On  April  13,  1S52,  a company  of  seventy-two 
: persons  left  Bamberg,  near  Munich,  Bavaria, 

I and  landed  at  Perrysburg,  June  ii,  1S52.  .All 
I settled  here,  Frederick  Hoffman  and  George 
: Shutz  buying  lots  in  the  town,  the  others  in  the 
: vicinity.  The  names  of  the  immigrants  arc 
given  as  follows;  George  and.  Frederick  Getz, and 
■ their  father;  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Weil,  and  five 
children;  George  and  Barbara  Shutz,  with  four 
or  five  children;  John  Amon,  Sr.,  Joseph  Hoff- 
man, Frederick  and  Alargaret  Hoffman,  arui  their 
I seven  children — George,  John,  John  G.,  Bar- 
i bara,  Margaret,  Mary  and  Elizabeth;  George  and 
i Anna  .Auh,  and  their  four  children;  Henry 
Schmidt;  George  and  Barbara  Spoerl,  and  their 
three  children;  George  Hertel,  wife  and  two 
children;  John  Hertel,  wife  and  child;  George 
I Haas,  wife  and  seven  children;  George  and  .Mar- 
garet Sisler,  and  their  four  children;  George  and 
Elizabeth  Munger,  and  their  three  children.  .All 
! belonged  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Catholic  congre- 
; gation  of  Kircherenbach,  Bavaria.  In  coming, 

! they  brought  the  old  faith  with  them,  built 
churches  in  the  wilderness,  and  became  the  found- 
I ers  of  the  parishes  of  St.  Rose  of  Lima,  and  of 
i the  Mother  of  Sorrows.  In  the  sketch  of  the 
I latter  Church,  given  in  the  history  of  Middleton 
I township,  several  names  appear,  which  may  be 
\ listed  with  the  above  names. 

.MISCELLAXEOUS. 

I 

! Traders  of  184.0. — The  business  houses  of 
- Perrysburg,  in  1840,  included  the  “Exchange 
Hotel,”  by  Jarvis  Spafford;  the  “Franklin 
House,”  by  L.  Brigham;  the  “Temperance 
House,”  on  Front  street,  b\-  H.  H.  Hall;  the 
“Farmer’s  Hotel,”  on  Louisiana  avenue,  by 
Daviii  Ross;  the  “Eastern  Hotel,”  on  Indiana 
avenue,  bv  John  Shepler;  the  stores  of  James  M. 
Hall,  E.  b.  Peck  N Co.,  T.  Rudesili,  W.  P 
Reznor,  H.  H.  Hall,  Gilbert  Beach,  William 
I Russell  iS:  Co.,  John  Bates,  John  Chollette  and 
Henry  Mandell;  the  forwartling  and  proiluce 
stc.)re  of  J.  W.  Smith,  on  Water  street;  the  organ 
factory  of  William  M.  Ta'ppan;  the  boot  ami  shoe 
stori'S  of  .A.  P.  Gooilrich  and  William  Kelkw,  on 
Front  street;  C.  G.  Mi;ikler’s  machine  shop; 
H.  T.  Smith’s  job  {minting  office;  J.  (A  Spink's 
insurance  office ; .\.  L.  I'ow  ler,  William  Houston. 
R.  J.  Lewis  and  R.  1'.  Saw\er’s  tailor  shop.-'.  .\. 
Brown’s  c.abinet  slu'j'';  C.  W.  Skinner’s  iuirness 
shoji,  and  .Andrew  liloomfield’s  {xiint  and  win- 
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dow  glass  shop.  The  lawyers  and  physicians  of 
that  time  are  named  in  other  chapters. 

The  “Eagle  Hotel.  " by  Joseph  Crops;  E.  N. 
Knight’s  grocery;  William  Ziegler’s  general 
store;  B.  K.  Nicholl's  harness  shop;  D.  W. 
Christian’s  cabinet  shop;  C.  Musser’s  chair  fac- 
tory; Robert  Reid’s  grocery;  W.  W.  Wheelock’s 
paint  shop,  and  George  Powers’  general  store, 
are  named  in  1839.  Shortly  after,  as  early  as 
1S44,  F.  Hollenbeck  carried  on  a forwarding  and 
commission  house,  and  a number  of  smaller 
traders  and  tradesmen  came  in. 

A Heavy  I'ui'  Dealer. — The  skins  purchased 
by  Julius  Blinn,  of  Perrysburg,  during  the  hunt- 
ing season,  ending  in  April,  1859,  cost  $25,- 
839. 68.  Among  them  were  36,898  musk  rat, 
io,S6i  coon,  4,629  skunk,  i , 375  mink,  679  deer, 
478  house  cat,  2 cross  fox,  106  red  fox,  iSi  gray 
fox,  525  opossum,  22  wild  cat,  4 Sampson  fox 
and  six  otter  skins.  While  this  invoice  repre- 
sents the  fur  trade  of  the  time,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered about  50  per  eeutinii  of  the  total,  for 
there  were  many  other  fur  buyers  throughout  the 
county. 

Manufacturers  of  Old.  The  Perr3’sburg 
Steam  Mill  Association  was  organized  June  26, 
1835.  Henry  Matthews,  Jonathan  Perrin  and 
D.  C.  Doan  were  chosen  directors,  with  the  last 
named,  secretary,  and  John  Hollister  and  Na- 
thaniel Dustin,  trustees.  In  1836  Elijah  Hunt- 
ington and  Horace  Hall  were  elected  trustees. 
There  were  twentv-eight  stockholders,  owning 
one  one-hundred-dollar  share  each,  and  one  stock- 
holder, Horace  Hall,  who  owned  two  shares.  From 
183910  1851  transfers  of  stock  were  recorded;  but 
the  old  record  book  does  not  deal  clearly  with 
accounts.  The  mill  irons  were  supplied  b}-  the 
Cu\’ahoga  Steam  Furnace  Co.,  on  a cash  pay- 
ment of  $311.50,  and  a note  for  $228.50,  ex- 
clusive of  $15.32  for  freight  on  these  irons;  the 
engine  was  furnished  by  P.  B.  .\ndrews,  of 
Cleveland,  for  $450. 

The  manufacturing  houses  deriving  power 
from  the  Perrysburg  h\'draulic  canal,  in  |anuar_\-, 
1862,  were  Crook’s  cabinet  shop,  established  in 
1852;  I^indsey’s  planing-mill  and  sash  factory; 
Tefft’s  sawmill  : producing  250,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber annually)  ; Peter  Witzler's  cabinet  .shop,  cider 
and  sorghum-mill  and  carding-rnill ; Hirth’s  tan- 
nery; C.  W.  Brou  n N Co. ’s  foumlry  and  machine 
shop;  the  Pcuiysburg  llouring-inill,  and  the  new 
paper-mill. 

Subsidi reed  ! ndu.stries. — In  .\pril,  1891,  B.  B. 
Mt)ore  contracted  with  tlie  village  t(;  locate  a 
factory  for  patent  medicines  and  medical  appli- 
ances here,  the  condition  being  that  the  cr)uncil 


would  deed  to  him  the  Stevens  Sta\e  Factorv 
lots,  after  a $16,000  building  would  be  erected 
thereon  by  him.  In  Ma\'  the  Sheridan  Wheel 
Cornpan}-  arranged  with  Moore  to  surrender  the 
site  to  them,  and  with  a $19,000  bonus  from  tl>,- 
village,  that  company  contracted  with  Gorman 
Bros.,  of  Toledo,  for  a brick  wheel-factor\-, 
40  X 134  feet,  and  stindr}’  smaller  buildings.  On 
completion  of  the  houses  the  Sheridan  Companv 
introduced  machinery  and  began  operations;  but, 
owing  to  some  disagreement  with  the  village, 
closed  down  their  works. 

Banks.  — The  first  bank  at  Periu'sburg  was 
that  of  [.  S.  Norton,  established  in  the  “fifties." 
After  several  years  of  successful  business,  the 
house  went  literall}-  to  pieces. 

The  Perrysburg  Savings  & Loan  Association 
was  incorporated  x\pril  3.  1869,  with  Asher  Cook, 
F.  R.  Miller,  I).  Kidder  Hollenbeck,  J.  Mk  Ross, 
Vdilliam  Crook,  Jr  , john  G.  Knell,  Alfred  C. 
Will  iams,  Horatio  A.  Hamilton,  James  I'.  Stubbs, 
Gilbert  Beach  and  Lewis  M.  Hunt,  corporator^. 
It  was  organized  May  i,  that  year,  with  E.  1). 
Peck,  president;  J.  G.  Knell,  vice-president;  F. 
R.  Miller,  treasurer;  J.  Wk  Ross,  secretar}-; 
Asher  Cook,  D.  K.  Hollenbeck  and  J.  W.  Ross, 
committee  on  loans;  A.  G.  Williams,  A.  Roach 
and  S.  D.  Westcott,  committee  on  claims  and 
accounts. 

The  Exchange  Bank  was  organized  inOctober, 

1871,  with  E.  I).  Peck,  president;  H.  A.  Hamil- 
ton, vice-president;  Pk  R.  .Miller,  cashier,  and 
N.  L.  Hanson,  teller. 

The  Citizens’  Banking  Companv,  incorporated 
in  1892,  is  presided  over  b\  Jacob  Davis,  with 
J.  O.  Troup,  vice-president,  and  Nk  L.  Hanson, 
cashier.  The  directors  are  john  Perrin,  D.  K. 
Hollenbeck,  J.  G.  Ploffman,  Jacob  Davis,  Frank 
Powell.  J.  O.  Troup,  Nk  L.  Hanson.  E.  L. 
Kingsbuiu'  and  I-k  A.  W’etmore. 

Modern  Houses. — In  the  chapter  on  Countv 
• Buildings,  much  is  said  of  what  the  commission- 
ers accomplished  for  Perrysburg  in  the  matter  of 
court  houses  and  jails.  In  1868 -69,  the  era  of 
modern  building  was  introduced  here.  In  lulv. 
1869,  the  contract  for  building  the  Masonic 
Temple  was  awanied  to  .\lexander  \'ass  at  his 
bid  ol  $2,000.  The  I'irst  National  Bank  and 
three  brick  business  houses  on  Louisiana  avenue, 
with  forty  dwellings,  were  erected  that  _\eai. 
.\fter  the  destruction  b\-  fire  ol  the  old  court 
house,  till'  citizens  of  PeiTvsbiirg,  on  .April  i t. 

1872,  resohed  to  rebuiM,  not  onl\'  one  1,'etter 
than  the  old,  but  one  also  both  r than  the  new 
court  house  at  Bowling  Green.  I'he  signers  I'f 
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the  resolutions  were  W.  L.  Cook.  A.  G.  Will-  j 

i. iuis,  Henry  E.  Peck,  James  Dunipace,  S.  Spink,  ! 
john  Eberly,  G.  B.  Kreps,  Michael  Hayes,  L.  M.  | 
Hunt,  A.  Roach,  G.  Beach,  John  Yeager,  J.  G. 
Jloffinan,  George  Getz.  D.  Lucas,  John  Schwind,  : 
James  W.  Ross,  Geoige  Weddell,  F.  R.  Miller, 

I leiiry  Thornton.  J.  A.  Robertson,  J.  J.  Smith,  j 
H,  C.  I ^awrence,  J.  H.  Rheinfrank,  A.  R.  | 
Champney,  A.  M.  Russell,  D.  K.  Hollenbeck, 

j.  H.  Pierce,  Valentine  Schsvind,  J.  F.  Raab, 
(icorge  Hoffman,  H.  M.  Morse,  ct  al.  In  May,  : 
1S72,  the  contract  for  the  new  building  \\'as  ; 
awarded  to  L.  B.  Stevens  on  his  bid  of  $13,469, 
The  house  was  built  to  emphasize  the  determi- 
nation of  the  town  to  have  the  -county  seat  re-  • 
established  here.  Failing  in  that  object,  it  was 
used  as  a town  hall,  and,  after  the  destruction  of 
the  school  house,  was  dedicated  to  school  pur- 
poses in  I 894-95,  pending  the  erection  of  the  new  | 
school  building". 

The  Centennial  Block,  erected  for  F.  R.  ' 
Miller,  in  1875,  by  H.  ilk  S.  Thornton,  occupies  ■ 
what  was  known  as  “The  Old  Drug  Store  Cor-  ; 
tier.”  Beach,  Westcott  & Go’s,  elevator  was 
constructed  about  the  same  time.  | 

The  Hydraulic  Canal,  to  which  references  are  j 
made  in  the  transactions  of  the  council,  was  con- 
ceived by  enterprise  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
Perrysburg,  and  would  have  proved  of  incalcula-  1 
hie  advantage  had  the  plan  of  construction  pro- 
vided against  freshets,  and  the  ownership)  against  ! 
clouds  in  title.  This  waterway  extended  from 
the  dam,  two  miles  or  more  above  Buttonwood  ; 
island,  to  the  foot  of  Louisiana  avenue,  or  a 
distance  of  5J  miles.  The  width  at  the  bottom  ! 
was  from  25  to  30  feet,  and  the  depth  varied  from  ^ 
4 to  6 feet.  For  about  three  miles  it  had  a fall 
of  12  inches  a mile.,  increasing  perceptibly  toward  1 
its  end,  and  offering  sufficient  power  to  the  eight 
manufacturing  concerns,  which  were  in  operation  | 
along  its  banks  forty-three  years  ago.  The  citi- 
/'•ns  were  then  paying  four  mills  on  the  dollar  to 
meet  the  interest  on  $ lo.ooo  worth  of  bonds  sub- 
■scribed  by  them  toward  this  improxernent,  and 
further  granted  the  use  of  Water  street  to  the 
Hx’draulic  Co.  for  right  of  way.  During  the  j 
early  days  of  the  Civil  war,  the  town  sold  its 
luterest  in  the  canal,  men’s  thoughts  were  directed  . 
t''-ward  war  rather  than  toward  internal  improve- 
'uent,  and  that  waterwav,  which  could  have  been 
'uade  the  basis  for  fifty  great  industries,  was  pier- 
uiitted  to  fall  into  de  cay.  The  act  incorporating 
the  company  was  signed  .\pril  i,  1837,  the  arti- 
<'ies  amended  January  21,  1845,  and  the  time  for 
^■*'m]iletion  extended  in  the  .\ct  of  I'ebruarv  i 5, 
‘■''•19'  From  1 S46  to  1859  the  people  of  Perr\s- 


burg  paid,  by  direct  taxation,  the  sum  of  $14, 177 
for  that  wemk. 

The  C-.  H.  & D.  railroad  was  completed  in 
185V9.  The  agents  from  that  time  to  the  present 
are  named  as  follows:  F.  H.  Thom.pson,  J. 

Powell,  C.  B.  Siiepler,  W.  C.  Norton  (six  years), 
James  Herbert,  W L.  Palchen,  T.  J.  Veitch,  F. 
De  Grof,  F.  J.  Sanders  and  T.  ixl.  Franey,  vvho 
was  appointed  in  1887. 

Bridges. — The  first  bridge  across  the  Mau- 
mee, at  Perrysburg,  was  built  in  1839.  The 
Ohio  Whig,  noticing  the  project  January  12,  that 
year,  said:  “Our  neighbors  of  Maumee,  we  un- 

derstand, are  getting  out  timbers  for  a bridge, 
which  is  to  be  erected  somewhere  between  Perrys- 
burg and  Waterville.  The  structure,  when  com- 
pleted, it  is  supposed,  will  cost  $4,000.'’  The 
Maumee  people  may  be  credited  with  this  bridge, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  ferries  between  Perrys- 
burg and  Fort  Miami.  It  was  the  pioneer  bridge, 
preceding  many  years  the  attempt  of  the  junction 
railroad  company  to  span  the  river  above  it,  and 
also  the  more  successful  attempts  made  below  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Industry. 

The  Young  toll  bridge  at  Perrysburg  was  the 
same  thing  as  the  old  bridge,  with  a mediaeval 
roof.  In  1877,  the  bridge  at  Waterville  v. as  put 
under  construction,  and  tlie  people  determined  to 
make  that  at  Perrysburg  free.  In  October,  1877, 
Young  sold  his  interests  therein  for  $7,000.  and 
on  October  3,  Toll-Collector  Goss  lose  his  occupa- 
tion. Subsequently  che  timbers  of  the  bridge 
were  sold,  hauled  to  Defiance,  and  converted  into 
matches. 

The.  modern  iron  bridge,  which,  after  the  loss 
of  a span,  was  raised  four  feet  to  its  present 
level,  and  the  electric  railroad  structure,  con- 
structed in  1895  as  a pait  of  the  W’ood-Lucas 
bridge,  have  nothing  in  common  with  the  rouch. 
wooden  bridge  of  1839.  The  extension  of  th.e 
electric  road  from  Maumee  to  Perrysburg  was 
completed  May  10,  1895,  and  motor  car  No.  8 
passed  over  the  track  from  Perrysburg,  via  Mau- 
mee and  Toledo,  back  to  Perrx  sburg.  The  ferry- 
men of  the  Maumee  are  named  in  the  general 
chapters  on  Roads,  Railroads,  Navigation.  Nc. 

Miiuiei yeil  OifJ'airs.  — The  town  of  P«'rr\s- 
biirg.  as  chartered  by  the  Legislature,  Februai}' 
• 9>  ’^3.h  embraced  the  territorx"  originallv  pl.it- 
ted  under  the  ;iuthorit\"  of  the  Fnitevl  States,  and 
the  addition  made  by  Ohio,  extending  from  I'ront 
street  to  the  Maumee  ri\er.  The  amendatorx" 
,\ct,  passed  March  3,  1834,  empowered  the  ci'un- 
cil  to  li'vy  a tax  ot  seven  mills  on  the  dollar,  in 
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addition  to  the  three  mills  authorized  in  the  char-  | 
ter.  A good  deal  of  special  legislation,  on  the  ; 
part  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State,  has  ■ 
been  enacted,  on  petition  of  the  citizens,  some  of  ! 
which  proved  beneficial.  The  count}’  comirds-  i 
sioners,  too,  seldom  wanted  for  subjects  to  discuss;  i 
for  a petition  and  a remonstra.nce  from  Fcrry.s-  j 
burg  were  sure  to  be  presented  to  the  board.  | 
The  affair  of  1857  is  not  an  overdrawn  e.xample.  I 
In  March,  1857,  the  petition  asking  tor  the  an- 
nexation of  contiguous  territory  was  tabled,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  commissioners  were  enjoined  ^ 
from  granting  such  petition.  In  March,  1S59, 
the  .State  supreme  court  disallowed  the  injunc- 
tion; but  other  opponents  appeared,  and  a per-  : 
petual  injunction  was  taken  out,  to  be  in  force  ^ 
until  three-fourths  of  the  voters  of  the  territory  ' 
to  be  annexed  would  agree  to  the  proposition. 

The  book  containing  copies  of  the  old  ordi- 
nances and  rules  of  government,  in  possession  of 
the  clerk,  is  the  only  record  bearing  on  the  work 
of  the  council  prior  to  1852.  From  it  the  fol- 
lowing memoranda  are  made  ; In  December,  ■ 
1836,  the  council  appropriated  $150  for  grading 
Front  street,  between  Pine  and  West  streets,  ' 
and  Mulberry  street,  between  P'ront  and  Third  : 
streets,  and  in  bridging  Ewing  creek — the  money  ' 
to  be  expended  under  the  directions  of  David 
Wilkinson  and  Jonathan  Perrin.  That  ordinance  j 
also  provided  for  the  improvement  of  other 
streets,  as  a former  but  undated  one  did  for  Lou-  , 
isiana  avenue,  from  the  river  to  Third  street,  and  ; 
for  Water  street.  An  ordinance  passed  in  1838  j 
or  1839  provided  that,  in  grading  Louisiana  and 
Indiana  avenues,  there  'should  be  alloted  for  a 
sidewalk  on  each  side  a space  of  twenty-two  feet, 
and  on  all  the  other  streets  a space  of  sixteen 
feet.  The  ordinance  providing  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a fire  department  was  signed  December 
12,  1S38,  and,  subsequently,  a number  of  ordi- 
nances relating  to  sidewalks,  streets  and  sanitary  1 
affairs,  were  passed,  and  important  ones  relating 
to  railroad,  road  and  hydraulic  canal  improve- 
ments. ; 

The  oldest  record-book,  or  Council  Journal,  ’ 
in  possession  of  the  town,  begins  Januarv  17, 
1852,  and  closes  April  ii,  1876.  On  the  first  ! 
date,  J.  W.  Ross  and  Elijah  Huntington  were 
present  as  councihnen,  and  James  Murray,  sub-  ! 
sequently  attorney-general  of  Ohio,  recorder.  In 
February  following,  Jairus  Curtis,  james  Spaf- 
ford,  J.  W.  R(;ss,  E.  Huntington  and  S.  D.  ' 
Westcott  were  I'aesent,  with  the  mayor,  treas- 
urer and  recorder,  and  this  rule  of  full  attendance 
was  observed  during  the  year;  for  the  l)onds  | 
($50,000;  formerly  granted  to  the  Junction  Rail- 


road Co.,  and  the  vote  of  $50,000  to  the  I3ayton 
& Michigan  Railroad  Co.,  recorded  October  12, 
1852,  required  the  closest  attention  of  the  couu- 
cilmen.  In  December,  the  ordinance  permitting 
the  State  to  macadami.^e  a part  of  P'ront  street 
as  a continuation  of  the  Maumee  and  Western 
Reserve  road,  was  adopted,  and  the  business  of 
the  year  closed  with  an  adverse  report  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  petition 
presented  by  the  temperance  societies  of  the 
town.  In  March,  1853,  six  bonds,  given  to  the 
Junction  Railroad  Co.,  amounting  to  $3,000.  were 
cancelled  by  an  exchange  of  sixty  shares  of  stock 
in  the  company.  This,  following  the  cancella- 
tion of  $16,800  in  bonds  to  that  company  in  Oc- 
tober, 1852,  was  looked  upon  as  very  satisfactory. 
Building  sidewalks  and  planking  streets  received 
the  authority  of  the  council,  and  in  June,  1853, 
the  following  levies  were  authorized:  For  inter- 

est on  $10,000  Canal  & Hvdraulic  Co.  's  bonds, 
four  mills;  interest  on  $9,000  Junction  R.  R. 
Co.’s  bonds,  five  mills;  interest  on  $50,000  Day- 
ton  & Michigan  R.  R.  Co's  bonds,  twenty-seven 
mills;  and  for  corporati(m  purposes,  three  mills. 
In  january,  1854,  the  town  granted  to  the  hydrau- 
lic company  the  right  of  way  over  or  through 
Water  street,  and  in  June,  1854,  Third  street  was 
granted  to  the  railroad  company.  On  July  8, 
1854.  the  council  empowered  the  mayor  to  em- 
ploy attendants  for  cholera  patients,  and  to  take 
such  measures  as  appeared  necessary  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

In  March,  1855,  the  council  donated  two  lots 
in  the  cemetery  block  platted  that  year,  to  the 
estate  of  jarvis  Spafford,  in  recognition  of  his 
labors  in  beautifving  the  cemetery,  and  Ins  serv- 
vices  as  councilman.  At  that  time  the  contract 
between  the  town  ami  PI.  D.  Peck,  agent  of  the 
Canal  & Hydraulic  Co.,  which  provided  for  the 
transfer  of  the  town's  interest  in  the  canal,  was 
missing,  and  a similar  contract  was  ordered  to  be 
drafted  and  signed;  but  the  actual  sale  of  such 
interest  was  not  completed  until  January  lO, 
1862,  when  it  was  assigned  to  E.  1).  P’eck.  In 
March,  1S62,  attorneys  Rent  and  Newton  were 
retained  to  defend  the  town  in  the  suit  of  Fos- 
dick  t'.c  Perrysburg,  asking  the  court  to  compel 
the  council  to  levy  a tax  to  pa\'  interest  on  bonds 
given  to  the  Dayton  R:  Michigan  railroad.  In 
December,  1863,  the  supreme  court  ordiered  the 
council  to  levy  a tax  sufficient  to  pa_v  intoresr  on 
the  bonds,  with  overdue  interest  and  compound 
interest  - amounting  in  all  to$i5,200.  In  [une, 
I S64,  the  council  ordered  a levy  of  7 '.  cents  on 
the  dtjllar,  to  meet  this  extraordinarv  charge.  In 
September  following,  the  town  subscribed  for 
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«;-o.ooo  stock  in  the  Dayton  iit  Michigan  railroad, 
to  cover  the  amount  of  old  stock,  interest  and 
J,iv.  costs.  Subsequent  arrangements  show  a 
loan  of  $14,000  from  the  Railroad  Co.,  and  the 
purchase  of  $14,000  in  bonds  from  A.  Pardee 
lor  $8,400,  and  $4,000  in  bond.s  from  Asher 
Cook  for  $3,227,  with  some  smaller  bonds.  By 
April  I,  i866.  several  bonds  were  cancelled,  a 
saving  of  $7,424  effected,  and  the  debt  reduced  to 
$40,000.  The  history  of  these  transactions  is 
too  lengthy,  but  so  much  is  recorded  to  tell  how 
Perrysburg  rose  abo\  e the  cry  for  repudiation  of 
its  indebtedness  on  account  of  railroad  bonds, 
and  to  show  the  effort  made  to  pay  them.  In 
{uly,  1866,  there  were  thirty-si.x  citizens  selected 
to  serve  as  jurors  in  the  mayor’s  court,  a custom 
wliich  appears  to  have  been  introduced  about  that 
time. 

In  January,  1867,  the  council  adopted  a reso- 
lution, declaring  it  their  duty  to  use  all  fair  and 
k'gal  means  to  retain  the  seat  of  justice,  and  to 
contest  the  law  and  the  vote  on  the  question  of 
removal.  The  township  trustees  agreed  to  pay 
two-thirds  of  the  expense  of  such  contest.  In 
April,  1869,  there  is  a minute  showing  a pay- 
ment to  James  R.  Tyler,  law  agent  of  the  town, 
in  the  contest  case.  In  Mav,  1870.  the  council 
authorized  the  purchase  of  the  old  jail,  which  was 
purchased  in  1872;  in  November.  1870,  the 
elaborate  report  of  James  R.  Tyler,  S.  D.  V\"est- 
cott,  F.  R.  Miller,  A.  Roach  and  Asher  Cook,  on 
•the  status  of  railroad  bonds,  given  by  Perrysburg, 
wa.s  made,  and  in  February,  1S71,  a bond  tax  of 
one  per  cent,  was  ordered  to  be  levied  annually 
to  be  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  principle 
of  such  bonds  as  were'  given  to  the  D.  & M. 
railroad. 

In  May,  18S2,  a Board  of  Health  was  es- 
tablished with  the  following  named  members: 
John  Leydorf,  George  Wittman,  f.  C.  Crane,  F. 
Hollenbeck,  J.  C.  Neff  and  Thomas  \'eitch.  The 
improvement  of  the  McCutchenville  road  was 
considered  at  this  meeting,  and  the  contract  tor 
macadamizing  was  awarded  to  F'rank  Hennen, 
on  his  bid  of  jl  cents  a cubical  yard.  In  the 
chapters  on  internal  improvements,  transactions 
of  the  commissioners,  county  buildings;  gas  and 
petroleum  and  in  others,  complete  references  to 
acts  in  which  the  town  was  interested  is  made. 

The  proposition  of  the  Perrysburg  Gas  N Pipe 
I-ine  Co.,  made  to  the  council,  .May  24,  1S88, 
'vas  simply  that  the  corporation  should  purchase, 
at  cost,  the  interests  of  the  company,  j^aying  for 
-aine  out  of  available  funds,  and  by  bonds  The 
proposition  was  accepted  the  same  day,  and 
$1,000  appropriated  to  defray  one-half  the  cost 


of  drilling  a new  well.  On  June  12,  a further 
appropriation  of  $600  toward  the  expense  of 
drilling  well  No.  2 was  made.  These  acts  of  the 
council  were  - questioned  by  economists  and 
lawyers  so  that  the  gas  question  was  submitted 
to  a vote,  |uly-5,  1888.  There  were  2-86  votes 
cast  for  the  measure,  and  twenty-six  contra, 
and  on  this  authority  the  -‘gas  fund"  ($14,500) 
was  created,  by  transferring  that  sum  from  the 
“Way  Library  Fund."  A board  of  gas  trustees 
was  also  created — Alfred  G.  Williams.  Nathaniel 
L.  Hanson,  John  H.  Rheinfrank,  John  G.  Hoff- 
man and  John  Munger  being  the  members 
thereof.  On  August  i,  1888,  the  sum  of 
$6,556.61  was  paid  to  the  Gas  N Pipe  Line  Co., 
and  on  the  28th  of  that  month  the  proposition  to 
purchase  the  Toledo  Natural  Gas  Co.’s  plant,  at 
Perrysburg,  was  discussed.  The  refunding  ordi- 
nance and  a series  of  financial  transactions  fol- 
lowed, and  in  March,  1890,  the  Northwestern 
Ohio  Natural  Gas  Co.  purchased  the  plant  from 
Perrysburg. 

The  first  mayor  was  John  C.  Spink,  who 
served  until  1835.  when  John  Hollister  was 
I elected.  Henry  Darling,  elected  in  1S37,  signed 
the  ordinance  for  the  drainage  of  the  town.  May 
5,  1839,  when  Daniel  H.  Wheeler  succeeded  him. 
John  C.  Spink  was  ma^or  in  1S46:  W.  H.  Hop- 
kins in  1848-49,  and  Addison  Smith  was  elected 
in  May,  1849.  The  ordinance  record  and  old 
newspapers  warrant  these  names  and  dates.  The 
journal  of  the  council  gives  the  personnel  of  local 
government  from  1853  to  1896,  the  first  name 
being  that  of  the  mayor,  the  following  names,  in 
each  line,  being  those  of  councilmen: 

18.58 — Wilhard  \’.  Way,  Henry  1’.  .Vverill.  S.  I).  WestcoU. 
J.  W.  Ross,  X.  D.  I’.linn,  J.  Spafford. 

1854 —  James  Murray,  Jarvis  Spafford*.  S.  I).  Westcott, 
.-\sher  Cook,  E.  Graliam,  Jolin  Yeager. 

1855 —  PE  1).  I’eck,  E.  Graham.  |.  S.  Xorti>n.  S.  D.  Wes':C('>u, 
X.  D.  Rlinn.G.  W.  Bainf. 

1856 —  lames  .Murray,  Andrew  Bloomtielil,  John  Benvers,  I.  1’. 
Thompson,  J.  S.  Xorton,  E.  (.Iraliam. 

1857 —  lames  Hood,  W.  \\  av,  .Andrew  Blooniheld,  I.  S. 
Xorton,  J.  A.  Hall,  J.  J.  Bark.s. 

18-58 — ('iCorge  W.  Bi'own,  Beter  Cranker.  .\tidison  Smc'n, 
•A.  Bioomrieki,  J.  .S.  Xorton.  S.  1).  \\ k-stcott. 

1851B-  lesse  S.  Xorton,  Julius  Bhnn,  J.  J.  Barks,  G.  B.  K'^eps. 
H.  H.  Dodge,  S.  I).  Westcott. 

ISt'O — James  W.  Ross,  George  W.  Brown.  Julius  Blinn,  J.  .'7. 

Xorton,  G.  B.  Kieps,  .S.  D.  Westcott. 

1861  — la.mes  \\'.  Re.ss,  George  \\  . Brown,  L.  B.  Teltt,  J.  C>. 

knoll,  J.  E.  .Stul)hs,  ,S  D.  Westcitt. 

ISf'd — E.  Grai'.am,  G.  B.  ki'eps,  George  W.  Brown,  J.  W . 
Ross,  I..  B.  Tefft,  J.  G.  Knoll. 

18t'd — lames  W.  Ross,  X.  I).  Bhnn,  Beter  Cranker,  George 
B.  Kreps,  J.  M.  Mirth,  G.  W.  Brown.**^ 
isrq  — P'rederick  R.  Mdler,  1'..  D.  Beck,  Gilh''rt  Be.ich,  G-(>. 

B.  Kreps.  W.  V . W.w,  I..  E.  Cl.ithn. 

1865  — Eredenck  R.  Miller,  E.l).  Beck,  .\slier  Cook,  Gei'rge 
B.  Kre[)s,  W.  Way,  G.  Williams. 
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1S(3G- 07— Frederick  K.  Miller,  K.  D.  Peck.W.  H.  Jones,  P.  S. 
S'evin,  Andrew  Roach,  A.  G.  Williams. 

1808 —  Asher  Cook,  IF  D.  Peck,  A.  .\1.  Thompson,  Peter 
Cranker,  Andrew  Roach,  A.  G.  Williams. 

1809 —  Asher  Cook,  Henry  E.  Peck,  A.  G.  Williams,  Israel 
Thornton,  John  Yea'ter,  Alex.  \’ass. 

1870 —  James  R!  Tyler,  fj'^hn  Robertson,  William  Crook, 
Peter  Cranker,  P.  \V.  Parkhurst, . A.  Roach,  S.  D. 
Westcott. 

1871 —  James  R.  Tyler,  Peter  Cranker,  Asher  Cook  and  S.  D. 
Westcott. 

1872 —  John  H.  Rheinfrank,  George  Hoffman  and  John 
Eberly. 

1873— 74 — John  H.  Rheinfrank,  John  G.  Hoffman,  John 

Eberly,  J.  Holliger,  A.  Coerk,  A.  Roach,  A.  R.  Champ- 
ney,  F.  R.  Miller. 

1875 —  JcVnn  H.  Rheinfrank,  James  R.  T\ler,  John  Eberly, 
J.  H.  La  Farree,  J.  G.  Hoffman,  Clemens  Leaf,  A. 
Roach. 

1876 —  John  H.  Rheinfrank,  James  R.  Tyler,  M.  A.  Trow- 
bridge, D.  Donaldson,  J.  H.  La  Farree,  Clemens  Leaf, 
A.  Roach. 

1877 —  John  H.  Idheinfrank,  James  R.  Tyler,  M.  A.  -Trow- 
bridge, J.  M.  Hirth,  J.  H.  La  Farree,  S.  D.  Westcott, 
A.  Roach. 

1878 —  PL  A.  Higgins,  George  Boetsch,  L.  C.  Wilson,  PL  A. 
Wetmore,  J.  H.  La  P'arree,  S.  I).  Westcott. 

1879 —  E.  A..  Higgins,  A.  G.  Williams,  D.  Lucas,  \T.r..s, 
J.  H.  La  Farree,  j Hiram  Wiltse,  Geo.  Boetsch. 

1880—  -J.  H.  Rheinfrank,  A.  G,  Williams,  D.  Lucas,  A.  \'ass, 
J.  G.  Hotfman,  W.  Barton,  Jairus  Curtis. 

1881—  J.  H.  Rheinfrank,  C.  Finkljeiner,  E.  L.  Kingsbury, 
Cook,  J.  G.  Hoffman,  W.  Barton,  Jairus  Curtis. 

1882 —  J.  H.  Pierce,  L'>.  Klingler,  PL  P'renchel,  F.  Hirth,  A. 
Cook,  C.  P'inkbeiner.  E.  L.  Kingsbury. 

1883 —  J.  H.  Pierce,  John  Cranker,  C.  A.  Kreps,  Geo.  Witt- 
man,  D.  Klingler,  PL  Hirth,  F.  Treichel. 

1884—  Pred.  Yeager,  Thomas  Mehan,  D.  K.  Hollenbeck, 
John  G.  PPoffman,  C.  A.  Kreps,  George  Wittman,  J. 
Cranker. 

1885 —  Fred.  Yeager,  George  Boetsch,  George  Munger, 
Jacob  Davis,  T.  Mehan,  J.  G.  Hoffman,  D.  K.  Hollen- 
beck. 

1886 —  J.  PI.  Pierce,  Nicholas  Werdertz,  E.  L.  Kingsbury, 
G.  Boetsch,  C.  P'inlcbeinc-r,  G.  Munger,  J.  Cranker. 

1887 —  J.  H.  Pierce,  W'illiam  Schlect,  John  ,:\mon,  J.  Levdorf, 
E.  L.  Kingsbury,  C.  P'inkbeiner,  J.  G.  Ploffman. 

1888 —  Isaac  S.  Bowers,  George  Munger,  B.  Trombla,  A.  G. 
Williams,  J.  Amou,  J.  Leydorf,  W.  Schlect. 

1880 — Isaac  S.  Bowers,  Charles  F.  Chapman,  W.  Barton, 
George  W.  Hoffman,  George  Munger,  B.  Trombla, 
Williams. 

1890  —James  R.  Tyler,  I.  S.  Bowers,  J.  H.  Rheinfrank, 
George  Munger,  C.  F.  Chapman,  W.  Bartoa,  G.  W. 
Hoffman. 

1891—  -James  R.  Tyler,  J.  Davis,  P.  C.  Rav,  J.  II.  Rheinfrank, 
Thijmas  Roether,  G.  Munger,  I.  S.  Bowers. 

1892—  Andrew  Roach,  R.  Dan/,  J.  Amon,  I.  .S.  Bowers,  J. 
Davis,  T.  Roether,  P.  C.  Ray. 

1893 —  Andrew  Roach,  F..  I,.  Blue,  R.  D<uiz,  I.  S.  Bowers,  J. 
Amon,  D.  K.  Holleiibeck,  C.  P . Chafunan. 

1804 — D.  K.  Hollenbeck,  George  W.  Hoffman,  E.  L.  Blue, 
W.  Barton,  X.  L.  Hanson,  Harry  Wilds,  C.  P'.  Chap- 
man. 

1890 — p'.  E.  Boweii,  XL  L.  H.mson,  J.  G.  Hoffman,  William 
Crook,  George  Munger,  Wm.  Schlect,  F.  S.  Bowers. 

The  clerks  of  the  town  since  incorpf>ratt'>n 
are  named  as  follows:  John  Webb,  1833;  S.  C. 

Sloane,  1S37;  atul  Hiram  Davis,  1H45.  (In 
1839,  David  Ladd,  D.  C.  Doan,  John  Hates, 
Horace  Hall  and  Jtjhn  .Ziegler  were  trustees,  and 
W.  W.  Irwin,  marsl.al).  The  clerk  in  1849  was 


f Aslicr  Cook,  coniicilman.  t Jairus  Curtis,  vt»'i  WiJisc*,  in 


I 


I 

j 

i 


! 


J.  W.  Ross,  and  the  clerks  from  185.2  to  1896, 
as  shown  by  council  records,  have  been;  1852, 
James  Murray;  1854,  Henry  H.  Dodge:  1855-57, 
Isaac  P.  Thompson;  1S56,  T.  R.  Miller;  1S58. 
Sylvanns  Jefferson;  i86o-6t,  F.  R.  Miller;  1S62, 
A.  G.  Williams;  1863-66,  Geo.  Strain;  1868-69, 
J.  M.  Fiord;  1870,  P'.  J.  Oblinger;  1S70  ('Nov.,, 
D.  K.  Hollenbeck;  1872,  James  Hayes;  1872 
(Junej,  George  Weddell;  1873.  D.  K.  Hollen- 
beck; 1874,  T.  |.  Webb;  1S76,  Fred  Yeager; 
1878,  George  S.  ^IcKnight;  1S82,  T.  B.  Oblinger; 
1884,  S.  D.  V/estcott;  1886,  T.  B.  Oblinger; 
1888,  W.  E.  Escott;  and  in  1S92,  T.  >d.  Franey, 
who  is  now'  ('1896;  the  corporation  clerk. 

The  treasurers  for  the  same  time  were:  1853, 
Addison  Smith;  1855,  Lewis  M.  Hunt;  1857-60. 
Shibnah  Spink;  1S5S,  George  B.  Keeps;  1S61, 
A.  Bloomfield;  1866,  Valentine  Schw’ind;  1S67, 
John  Holliger;  1872,  Fred  Yeager:  1874,  W.  L. 
Cook;  1878,  C.  B.  Shepler;  iSSr,  John  Cranker; 

, Fred.  Eberly,  1SS7,  |.  H.  Rheinfrank; 

1890,  C.  A.  Hampton;  and  1S96,  Godfried 
Schwind. 

In  1896,  Ben.  Zingg  was  elected  nrarshal. 

In  1896,  N.  L.  Hanson.  E.  D.  Ross.  E.  L. 
Kingsbury,  James  Hayes,  John  Thornton  and 
Jacob  Davis  w'ere  members  of  the  school  board. 

Fire  Department. — Tfte  first  fire  department 
was  organized  in  1838,  under  authorit}'  given  in 
the  ordinance  of  December  12,  that  year.  The 
sum  of  $150  was  approj)riated  to  purchase  fire 
implements  for  the  use  of  the  Plook  and  Ladder 
Company,  and  steps  taken  to  have  the  F'iremeii's 
Association  incorporated.  The  Legislature  grant- 
ed a charter  the  follow'ing  year.  On  October  23, 

1871,  the  council  empowered  Marshal  Charles  to 
organize  a fire  patrol,  and  under  this  authority 
W.  F.  Pomeroy,  Ira  Knoll,  Thomas  Carlin.  Henry 
Hillabrand,  Al.  Charles,  James  Driscoll,  lohn 
Buck,  D.  Van  Hellen,  Nathan  Teffts,  John  f'isik, 
L.  Simons,  Sardis  Bellville,  Thomas  \'each,  A. 
L.  Scott,  F.  Cranker,  H.  bl.  Houston.  Joseph 
Bruce,  John  Chappel,  and  one  or  two  others 
were  employed  as  night  patrols.  The  Perrysburg 
P'ire  Company,  No.  i,  was  organized  Maj'  14. 

1872,  w'ith  the  following  named  members:  A.  L. 
Scott,  John  Otterbachcr,  George  Boetsch,  \'al. 
Schwind,  Thomas  Carlin,  I'rank  Rhody,  Charles 
Feebler,  Henry  S.  Coi'k.  Asher  Cook,  Frank 
Thornton,  John  B.  \\’’ebb,  P.  W.  Carney,  Henry, 
Andrew  am'  Fred.  Hillabrand.  George  Heckler. 
John  F.  Nells,  L.  Haywood,  Knfus  Ne\',  High 
Banks,  Henry  Fielder.  William  Sweet,  Samuel 
Pence,  Ben.  Gregor}',  f.  G.  H.>ff:nan.  Peter 
Haas,  \’alontino  Sch\\ind,  Svimnel  L.  Wobh, 
Aaron  Knoll,  P.  G.  Thomas,  William  Spafford. 
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j.  M.  Charles,  \V.  J.  Robeaudeau,  Thomas  Hels- 
icv,  Peter  Buckhouse,  Philip  Rapp  and  Emil 
In  June,  1872,  the  engine  and  hose  com- 
panies were  uniformed,  the  “ Mohawk,"  a steam 
t ugiue,  was  here,  and  by  July  4,  of  that  year. 
Chief  Engineer  James  M.  Charles  commanded 
two  fully-equipped  hre  companies. 

Tlie  pioneer  fire  company  of  1838  had  no 
serious  business  to  attend  to  from  December  8, 
{hat  year,  when  the  Law,  Eieernan  and  Stetson 
i)uildings  were  burned,  until  1S45. 

Fires. — The  fire  of  April  4,  1845,  originated 
in  C.  D.  Woodruff's  tin  shop,  and  destroyed  the 
buildings  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Front  street 
and  Louisiana  avenue,  owned  by  Capt.  David 
Wilkinson,  and  the  dwelling  of  Benjamin  F.  Kirk. 
The  Wilkinson  block  was  occupied  by  |.  A.  Hall 
tv  Co.,  George  Powers  & Co.,  and  S.  C.  Doan. 
The  fire  of  April  13,  1872,  which  destroyed  the 
old  court  house,  valued  at  $12,000;  Mrs.  Fred- 
cricks  I'lOusc,  Vrtiii  ed  at  $r,^oo;  d hon  'i].;5on  tfv 
Hitchcock’s  stave  works,  valued  at  $6,  500,  and 
other  property,  suggested  the  organization  of  the 
present  fire  department. 

Cemeteries. — The  old  cemetery  on  Maple  ■ 
street  and  Indiana  avenue  was  opened  in  the  ' 
“ twenties.”  The  dust  of  the  greater  number  of  ; 
tenants  was  moved  to  the  new  cemetery,  but  in 
May,  1895,  headstones  bearing  the  following  i 
names  and  dates  were  still  to  be  seen:  Richard  PI. 
Islinn,  1829;  Julian  Green,  wife  of  Michael  Green, 
1830;  KViza  A.  Bentley,  1834;  William  S.  Smith, 
'^351  W.  B.  Wood,  1836;  Mary  Russell,  1S37; 
Charles  WMIter,  1838;  Leonard  Blinn,  1S39; 
Maria  Ziegler,  184I;  James  Shaw,  1844,  and 
Sophia  Knox,  1846. 

d he  City  cemetery,  or  new  burial  ground, 
received  its  first  tenant  fafter  survey)  May  5, 
>849.  P'rorn  July  3 to  August  19,  1854,  its 
ground  received  the  great  majority  of  those  who 
’•vere  carried  away  by  the  cholera,  and  every 
year  since  that  Old  Father  Time  has  contributed 
tenants.  From  .March  24,  1865,  to  April  1, 
*877,  according  to  William  Crook’s  statistics, 
there  were  303  interments.  During  the  year 
ending  March  29,  1878,  there  were  fifty-seven 
burials,  and  the  succeeding  year,  fifty-eight. 

1 his  average  has  been  maintained  with  strange 
i’recision. 

tbi  July  2C.  1887,  tlie  township  trustees  and 
Council  of  Perrysbiirg,  in  joint  meeting,  adopted 
lulos  for  the  guidance  of  cemetery  trustees,  ddie 
' '-•inetcry  board,  in  .\pril,  1895,  comprised  A. 
Koach,  president;  .A.  Williams,  treasurer;  P. 

' t/el,  the  clerk  of  townshi[)  and  township 
■Sf  hool-board,  secretary,  and  )i.  X.  Blue,  super- 


j intendent.  d'he  superintendents  were  Jarvis 
I Spafford,  A\dlliam  Crook,  W.  H.  Hollenbeck, 

■ Perry  Thomas  and  Charles  Sisson.  E.  X.  Blue 
was  appointed  in  1890.  Only  a few  of  the  origi- 
nal forest  trees  remain;  but  their  place  has  been 
taken  by  hundreds  of  ornamental  trees.  Through- 
out the  cemetery  are  many  fine  monuments,  such 
as  the  Way;  the  Adbert  Williams,  erected  in  May, 
1895;  the  Pratt,  Schroeder,  A.  G.  Williams, 
John  Cranker,  Averill,  Hollenbeck.  Fink,  and 
' Eberly  monuments.  The  burial  vaults,  erected 
b}'  Daniel  Lucas  and  Albert  Alius,  of  Maumee, 

, and  the  city  vault,  are  miniature  mausoleums. 

I The.  Catholic  cemetery  was  established  in 
1872.  Though  many  of  the  German,  pioneers 
are  interred  therein,  but  few  of  the  English-speak- 
ing Catholics  rest  there. 

Cholera  Vietims following  is  a list  of 
the  victims  of  the  pestilence,  who  died  in  this 
locality,  in  1S54.  The  list  is  taken  from  the 
; records  of  P"ort  Meigs  cemetery,  and  is  given  in 
order  of  date  of  death.  Two  children  of  Geo. 

Jones,  Stephen  Williams,  — Lucas,  Judson 

Tucker,  Peter  Laney,  Mrs.  Stouffer,  Cornelia 

Perkins,  two  named  Lucas,  Mrs.  Lucas,  

Lucas, Bellville,  Jacob  Scheider,  P'red 

Lucas,  Lucas,  George  Shuler,  Pluphemia 

Perrin.  Henry  Basin,  Miss  Gronewald,  Lucy 
Bellinger,  Fred  Zanger,  Lewis  M unday.  J.  W. 
Lanz,  William  Mead,  Rebecca  McKnight.  Celia 
Simons,  Hernia  Irwin,  Julia  Irwin,  Pheebe  Per- 
rin, Wealthy  Gates,  George  Byrne,  Esther 
B}'rne,  Mrs.  Brown,  Wm.  H.  Courser,  Rosanna 
Ferdig,.  Margaret  Hoffmann.  John  J.  Cook,  Flijali 
Huntington,  George  W'olfiy,  Plenry  Ptleghart, 
Finley  |.  Ross,  Dr.  |as.  Robertson,  Cornelia 
Spink,  John  J.  Spink,  John  Hoffman,  Maria  B. 
Hall,  George  Clements,  Christian  Fichholz, 
Lorenz  Heizel,  Eliza  Brown,  Robert  Chambers. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  Jarvis  Spafford,  Stanley  J. 
Ross,  Mary  Shannon,  Fred  Dortion,  Margaret 
Hirzel,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crane.  Edward  Lee,  Jacob 
Rufle,  Theresa  OsKamp,  Geo.  W.  Bloomfield. 

I Jacob  Kingfield,  A.  Carter,  Mrs.  Xaomi  D.  Kcliy.^ 
Samuel  Webb,  Adaline  Frederick,  .\gustus  Rhoda. 
Jane  Lee,  Henry  Rhoda,  Thomas  Atkinson.  K. 
Zimmerman,  Prof.  A.  1).  WTight,  ]ohn  Riser. 
Mrs.  Asher  Cook,  Richard  Atkinson,  john  Arne. 
Madison  Shaw,  Zimmerman.  Sarali  Godwin. 
Shannon,  John  Sizely,  Sophia  Blinn,  Cath- 
erine Rlioda,  Catherine  Riser,  Christina  Rhoda, 

Woltl\,  Mr.  Kelp,  jane  t'rook, Kid- 

tier,  Miss  Fichholtz,  John  Osburg's  chiM,  John 
Riser’s  chilti.  Mrs.  Percis  Peck,  ('leorge  Shut.'. 
Margaret  Shuckmeal,  James  Shannon,  Martha 
Sh.iw,  Mrs.  Woltly,  Tom  Holzly,  Margaret 
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Wild,  Philip  Riley,  John  Neiderhoiise,  Mrs.  j 
Gerrick,  Whu  Gronewald,  I'eter  McColly,  John  ; 
H.  Neiderhouse,  Henry  Breidenwisher,  Mrs.  | 
Wygant,  John  Morrison,  George  S.  Clprk,  Maria  ! 
Rothringer,  George  , Ploffrnan,  Frederick  Hoff-  | 
inan  and  Eli.^abeth  Hoffman.  i 

judge  Dodge,  writing  in  P'ebruary,  1893.  on  ! 
this  subject,  says;  “Transient  persons  found  i 
dead  in  the  streets  and  vacant  houses,  would  I 
swell  the  number  above  200.  The  deaths  were  , 
startling  in  their  sadness.”  The  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  reduced  by  fever  and 
ague  and  the  systenjs  poisoned  by  well-water, 
rather  than  by  miasmatic  exhalations,  left  them 
an  easy  pi'py  to  the  ravages  of  the  disease.  The 
first  death  was  recorded  on  the  evening  of  July 
3,  and  the  last,  on  August  19,  1S54. 

Common  Schools.- — The  P'ort  Hill  School,  the 
first  in  Wood  county,  is  described  by  Mrs.  Perrin 
in  this  chapter,  while  in  the  chapter  on  Common 
Schools,  references  are  made  to  the  efforts  of  the 
people  of  Perrysburg  to  raise  the  system  above 
the  primitive  condition,  in  which  it  was  as  late 
as  1837.  first  Union  or  graded  school  in 

the  \Tlley  was  instituted  at  Maumee  by  Francis 
Hollenbeck,  and  the  second  at  Perrysburg.  In 
1S46,  James  W.  Ross  established  a select  school 
in  the  old  court  house,  the  charge  for  tuition 
ranging  from  $2  to  .$3. 50  for  a three-months’ 
term.  Other  teachers  followed  him,  so  that, 
while  the  people  were  promoting  the  common- 
school  system,  independent  teachers  revived  in- 
terest in  the  subscription  school.  On  June  13. 
1849,  the  district  voted  $1,600  for  a new  school 
house.  A reference  to  the  chapters  on  Educa- 
tion and  Perrysburg  township  will  give  the  naines 
of  some  of  the  principal  teachers  employed  here 
in  early  days. 

The  Perrysburg  Union  School  of  1851  was 
presided  over  by  Edward  Olney,  with  C.  M. 
Gates.  Ann  E.  Bruce,  Mrs.  Celia  Keyes  and  Mrs. 
ifuphernia  T.  Robertson,  assistant  teachers. 
Among  the  pupils  in  the  primary  schools  were 
James  Hayes,  Chris.  Einkbeiner,  Thomas  and 
William  Hayes,  Wesley  Crankcr,  Peter  McMa- 
han and  Letson  Cook;  in  the  secondary  school 
were  Hiratn  Charles,  W.  D.  Perrin,  Margaret 
Hayes,  Asenith  Blootn field  and  Carrie  Browns- 
berger;  in  the  grammar  school,  Henry  and  Ed- 
ward Hollenbeck,  [.  P>.  Spaflord,  kUigenia  E. 
Perrin,  Caroline  Williams,  George  H.  and  David 
A.  Ross,  C.  A.  Norton,  William  Cranker,  |ames 
Averill,  Ed.  L.  Baird,  Gilbert  J.  Beach  and  oth- 
ers; while,  in  the  b.igh  sclioid,  were  sixty-four  i 
pupils,  from  all  parts  of  this  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, and  three  from  Michigan.  The  rates  of  tui-  ; 


tion  -vere  $3  for  a term  of  eleven  weeks  in  tlu_- 
lower  grades,  and  $4  for  a similar  term  in  tin- 
higher  grades.  The  board  of  education  com- 
prised FI.  P.  Averill,  George  Powers,  S.  I).  West- 
cott,  W.  H.' Courser,  John  McCaughey  and  X.  1). 
Blinn.  There  were  77  males  and  88  females  in 
the  primary;  76  males  and  58  females  in  the  sec- 
ondary; 32  males  and  54  males  in  the  grammar; 
and  34  males  and  50  females  in  the  high  school. 
The  Union  school  teachers,  in  September,  18G9, 
were  John  Barton,  superintendent  (the  successor 
of  J.  W.  Ewing);  Nellie  M.  Brown,  assistant 
I superintendent;  Elia  M.  Baird.  Pdsther  Crook, 

! Nellie  Cassaday,  Carrie  Vdilkinson,  Mary  Albert 
; and  Sophy  Knoll.  In  1871,  James  O.  Troup, 

: now  a law\  er  of  Bowling  Green,  succeeded  Bar- 
I ton.  C.  F.  Taylor  was  superintendent  in  1872. 

' Messrs.  Boone,  Kennedy  and  Scott  followed  in 
the  order  given.  A.  G.  Smith,  the  superintend- 
! ent  in  1877.  added  a Normal  department  to  the 
^ high  school  in  Ai'igust  of  that  yca.r.  T.  homas  W . 
Hubbard  held  the  position  in  (878,  Messrs.  Dick. 
Bateman,  I M.  Sadler  and  Ward  holding  the 
j office  in  later  days,  with  Prof.  Megley  in  charge 
I of  the  high  school  in  1895. 

The  school  building  was  destroyed  by  fire 
! May  24,  1894.  It  was  originally  a two-story 
! house,  but  some  years  ago  was  restored  and  a 
! third  story  added;  so  that  it  contained  six  school 
rooms,  two  recitation  rooms,  a laboratory  and 
superintendent's  office.  The  additions  were  made 
at  heavy  cost  to  the  district. 

The  school  board  of  1895  comprised  E.  L. 
Kingsbury.  lames  Hayes,  Jacob  Davis,  J.  H. 
Thornton,  F.  C.  Eberly  and  I.  S.  Bowers.  To 
: this  board  lias  been  committed  the  work  of 
school  building.  The  new  house,  which  occu- 
I pies  the  site  of  the  old  one,  was  designed  by 
Baker  N Huber,  of  Toledo,  is  constructed  of 
brick,  and  possesses  some  architectural  features, 
more  in  keeping  with  ideas  of  progress  than  any 
shown  in  the  other  school  buildings  of  the  county, 
outside  Custar  and  Bloomdale.  Bonds  tor  $20,- 
000  were  issued  by  this  board  in  March,  1895,  to 
meet  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal  the 
I latter  at  the  rate  of  .$1,000  annually);  a levy  of 
five  mills  was  authorized  in  June,  1S95.  That 
tax,  with  five  mills  for  tuition  and  three  mills  for 
contingent  expenses,  bring  tlie  le\  y of  the  district 
up  to  thirteen  mills  for  the  year.  James  Hayes, 
the  effioiont  secretary  of  the  school  board,  has 
held  the  iiosition  for  several  years. 

The  Catholic  schools,  in  cliarge  of  the  Sisters, 
are  supported  bv  the  congregation  of  St.  Rose 
of  Lima.  The  school  house  was  originally  baill 
by  the  Universalist  Church,  as  related  in  the 
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paj,'cs  devoted  to  religious  associatior's.  The 
luifi'.bcr  of  pupils  enrolled  is  large.  Boys  are 
picpared  for  entrance  to  the  high  school,  while 
girls  may  receive  thorough  instruction  in  all  the 
branches  of  a polite  education. 

The  Way  Library,  named  in  honor  of  Wil- 
lard V.  Way,  who  died  August  25,  1875,  leav- 
ing about  $15,000  to  the  village,  tl:e  interest  on 
wliich  was  to  be  used  solely  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  the  balance  for  librar}'  building  and 
equipment,  to  be  expended  as  the  council  of 
herrysburg  might  deem  best.  The  first  board  of 
managers — elected  February  8 and  i 1 , 1 88 1 — com- 
prised Asher  Cook,  president;  J.  H.  LaFarree, 
secretary;  Francis  Hollenbeck,  George  Weddell, 

G.  Williams,  j.  H.  Ixheinfrank  f mayor),  and 

J.  H.  Pierce  (president  board  of  education!. 

They  appointed  Miss  Hulburd  librarian  April  25, 
(881,  and  installed  the  first  collection  of  books  i 
( i ,000  volumes)  in  her  home  in  1881,  where  it  | 
was  centinued  almost  down  to  1S92,  when  Mrs.  ' 
Fliza  Frederick  was  appointed  her  successor. 
Oh  November  23,  1892,  when  the  present  library 
building  was  dedicated,  there  were  no  less  than 
4,000  volumes  on  the  shelves.  This  house  of 
brick  and  Killbuck  brownstone  was  built  by  B.  ; 
Kokenge,  of  Wyandot  county,  after  plans  by  j 
Bacon  & Huber,  Toledo  architects.  I 

The  resolution  of  March  25,  1890,  authorized  | 
the  executors  of  the  Way  estate,  to  purchase  a 
site  for  a librar}'  building  at  a cost  not  exceeding 
$1,000,  and  on  April  i,  Messrs.  Cook  and  Hollen- 
beck, the  resident  acting  executors,  notified  the 
council  that  they  would  carry  out  the  resolution. 
The  two  lots  on  which  the  house  stands  were  pur- 
chased for  the  sum  stated,  and  $10,379.91  ex- 
pended on  building  and  interior  furnishing,  apart  i 
from  $1,100  paid  by  the  village  for  heating  ap-  | 
I'aratus,  furniture,  shelving,  and  grading  grounds.  * 
I he  board  of  managers,  at  the  time  of  the  dedi- 
cation, comprised:  Rev.  G.  A.  Adams,  president; 

N.  L.  H anson,  secretary;  E.  L.  Kingsbury,  D. 

K.  Hollenbeck,  Andrew  Roach  (mayor),  and  F. 

C.  Eberly,  president  board  of  education.  Mr. 
Hollenbeck  delivered  the  address.  As  one  of  the 
executors,  it  was  he  who  presented  the  library  to 
the  village,  and  in  doing  so  addressed  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  in  the  following  language; 
"By  the  terms  of  resolution  heretofore  referred 
to,  we  have  now  completed  the  work  requested  ; 
‘■>f  us,  and  as  by  the  terms  of  the  will  of  Mr.  W'ay  1 
thus  building  nou'  becomes  the  property  of  the  1 
Gllage.  ” Over  tlirce  years  have  .now  , 

elapsed  since  the  executors  completed  .their  work,  ^ 
‘Uid  cofivcyed  it  to  the  council.  In  that  time  the  , 
earnestness  of  the  village  authorities,  in  their  | 
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guardianship  of  this  trust,  has  been  well  exempli- 
fied, for  they  have  aimed  to  make  their  library 
the  Mecca  of  readers  and  students.  It  is  said 
that  N.  H.  Gallard  \ras  chosen  by  the  board  of 
education  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  J.  H.  La  Farree,  in  1881,  and  that  he 
was  subsequent!}'  elected  for  a full  term.  On 
May  9,  1S95,  Rev.  G.  A.  Adams  was  appointed 
vice  Hollenbeck,  who  as  mayor  vacated  his  office 
as  manager,  to  become  manager  as  mayor.  The 
board  of  education  had  previously  chosen  A.  R. 
Champney  to  represent  that  body  as  manager  of 
the  library  vice  Rev.  G.  A.  Adams. 

CHURCHES. 


The  Catholic  Church,  dedicated  to  St.  Rose, 
of  Lima,  antedates  the  legal  organization  of  the 
coirgregation  many  years.  As  early  as  1794, 
Rev.  Edmund  Burke  erected  a chapel  at  Fort 
Miami.  Other  missionary  priests,  such  as  Father 
Gabriel  Richard,  of  Detroit,  visited  the  settle 
ments  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  and  in  the 
“thirties"  Father  Tschenhens,  of  Tiffin,  visired 
the  scattered  Catholics  in  this  territory.  Right 
Rev.  Amadeus  Rappe,  Father  Josephus  Projec- 
tus  Machebceuf,  Father  l\Iartin  hlenrii.  Father 
Nightingale,  the  first  resident  priest  of  Fremont, 
and  Fathers  Corobaine,  Welsh,  Rose,  Mullen  and 
Moos  came  in  later  years,  and,  in  1837,  the 
Jesuit,  Rev.  Franz  Xavier  Wenninger,  visited 
Perrysburg  and  other  parts  of  the  county.  From 
1S32  to  1861.  the  German  Catholics  from  Per- 
rysburg and  Hull  Prairie  were  compelled  to  cross 
the  Maumee  to  attend  church.  On  January  12, 
1861,  several  members  of  the  congregation  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Rose  of  Lima  elected  hlenr}-  H. 
Dodge,  Valentine  Fink,  George  Getz,  Valentine 
Schwind  and  Michael  Hayes,  trustees,  and  be- 
came a corporate  body.  At  that  meeting  the 
name  was  adopted,  and  Judge  H.  H.  Dodge  was 
elected  clerk.  The  brick  church,  built  by  the 
Universalists,  was  purchased  in  the  fall  of  1861 
by  this  congregation,  fitted  np  for  Catholic  wor- 
ship, and  dedicated  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Rapipe, 
October  ii,  1861.  On  September  8.  1889,  tlie 
corner-stone  of  the  present  building  was  placed 
by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Gilmour,  who  paiil  a tribute 
to  the  pastor.  Rev.  G.  H.  Ricken,  and  to  the 
congregation  who  had  undertaken  such  a great 
work.  On  Ma}'  28,  1892,  the  building  was  dedi- 
cated by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Horstman,  '\lio  was 
justifie<.l  in  his  praise  of  the  building  which  the 
zeal  of  priest  and  ]'cople  had  given  to  the  old 
village  of  the  M.uimce.  The  church  is  consti  noted 
of  Sandusky  blue-stone  in  Gothie  form,  witli  cen- 
tral tower,  but  without  clearstorv.  The  area  is 
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134x54  feet,  with  steeple  170  feet  high,  sur- 
mounted by  a cross.  Although  grand  without, 
its  chief  beauty  is  within.  The  richly  giained 
ceiling  is  artistically  frescoed.  The  tower  con- 
tains three  bells,  weighing  respectively  .?,8oo, 
T,400  and  800  pounds.  The  high  altar,  with  the 
altars -of  the  \hrgin  and  St.  Joseph,  are  works  of 
art  under  Gothic  forms,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  the  beautiful  windows  in  the  chancel  and 
transef)ts.  The  twohvindow's  in  the  chancel  were 
presented  by  Joseph  and  Mary  Deimling  and  the 
heirs  of  Peter  Bower  and  wife,  the  latter  on  the 
Epistle  side.  The  west  transept  window  is  the 
memorial  to  John  O’Leary,  Sr.,  and  the  east 
window,  to  Anne  H.  Hayes.  The  other  windows, 
beginning  on  the  Ep'stle  side,  were  donated  b}' 
Timotliy  Hayes,  George  Spoerl,  Mrs.  G.  Ziesier, 
Clara  and  Louisa  Hillabrand,  Alice  M.  Franey, 
Mrs.  M.  Handle}’  and  daughter,  heirs  of  George 
Munger,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Joseph  Heilman,  Sr., 
Barbara  Ileilrnan,  Hemy  Speck,  ^[rs.  Henry 
Speck,  heirs  of  George  Scheupal,  Balthassar 
Ruppel,  John  Schwind,  Gottfried  Schwind, 
Michael  F'itzgeraid,  John  G.  Hoffman,  John 
Amon,  Mrs.  John  .Vmon,  Valentine  Fink  and 
Frank  Haas.  The  stained-glass  transoms  and 
beautiful  windows  in  the  choir  were  purchased  by 
the  congregation.  The  great  organ  tells  the  vis- 
itor, at  once,  of  the  value  attached  to  sacred 
music  by  the  congregation.  Rev.  Charles  Griss 
was  the  pastor  of  this  parish  on  two  occasions. 
Father  G.  H.  Ricken  was  appointed  in  1885, 
and  Rev.  Joh.  Ad.  .Michenfelder,  in  1894. 
Shortly  after  the  first  German  Catholics  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  Perrysburg,  Nicholas  Reiser  do- 
nated two  lots,  east  of  the  new  common-school 
building,  to  the  congregation,  and  moneys  were 
collected  for  building.  Ten  or  eleven  years 
passed  over,  the  people  meantime  attending 
church  at  Maumee.  In  1861  Valentine  Schwind 
and  George  Getz  visited  the  pastor  of  Maumee 
to  enquire  about  the  funds  collected  in  1850  and 
1851,  found  the  exact  amount,  and  returning  in- 
augurated the  w’ork  of  progress  described  above. 

T/ic  MrtJiodist  /f/j/.sam/n/  Clnn-ch  was  estab- 
lished at  Perrysburg,  or  rather  at  Orleans,  by 
Rev.  John  P.  Kent,  in  1S19.  Aurora  Spafford 
was  ajipointed  class  leader,  with  Sarah  Wilkin- 
son, John  Knowles,  William  Kelley,  members. 
Meetings  were  held  in  Jacob  Wilkinson’s  house 
at  first,  and  subsequently  in  the  Hollister  store, 
until  the  transfer  of  headcpiarters  to  Perrysburg. 
In  1830,  Paul  B.  .Morev,  a local  preacher,  of  the 
Detroit  ( or  .Monroe  ) Circuit,  was  here,  followed, 
in  1822,  by  Elias  Patten;  in  1824,  by  S.  Baker; 
in  1825,  by  Jolni  Baughman;  in  1827,  by  G. 


I Walker;  in  1829,  by  Jacob  Hill;  and  in  1830,  by 
j J.  W.  Finley.  In  1832,  Rev.  E.  C.  Gavitt 

j preached  here;  in  1833,  Rev.  E.  H.  Pilcher 

came,  followed,  in  1S34,  by  W.  Sprague.  In 

1835,  when  the  Toledo  war  called  into  the 

I field  the  militia  of  Michigan  and  Ohio,  the  Meth- 
: odists  of  Perr3’sburg  were  addressed  weekly  by 
: Rev.  Cyrus  Brooks,  from  a desk  in  tire  pio- 
neer school  house.  L.  B.  Gurley,  who  was 

: then  presiding  elder,  happened  to  be  here 
i wdien  the  Ohio  soldiers  were  quartered  at  Perrys- 
I burg,  and,  knowing  Governor  Lucas,  he  sug- 

; gested  that  he  w’ould  place  his  name  at  the  iiead 

of  a subscription  list  for  church-building  purposes, 

! and  that  he  would  ask  the  mnlitia  to  follo’w  the 
* example.  The  plan  was  successfully  carried  out, 
and  a house  for  worship  erected — the  same  which 
was  repaired  in  1853.  reconstructed  in  1S66,  at  a 
; cost  of  $3, 500,  and  repaired  in  1S87.  In  1836, 
i Rev.  Orrin  Mitchell  came,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  to  preach  in  the  church  house. 
His  successors  in  the  office  are  named  as  lollows; 
Henry  Warner,  exhorter,  1837,  local  preacher, 

’ 183S-59;  Rev.  D.  Burns,  1S38;  R.  H.  Chub'h 
and  J.  W.  Bow'en,  1839;  Mr.  Cacraft,  n/cc  Bowen, 

: 1840;  L.  Hill  and  P.  Start,  1S41  ; H.  S.  Bradley. 

' 1842;  J.  L.  Johnson.  1843;  J.  Jones,  1844;  J.  R. 

! Jew^ett,  1 8-1 5;  T.  Cooper.  1S46;  C.  H.  Owen. 
1847;  L.  W'ard,  184S;  John  Graham,  1849;  T. 
Parker,  1850;  T.  J.  Pope,  1851;  D.  P.  Pelton, 
1852-54;  J.  F.  Buckholder,  1854;  L.  I).  Rogers, 
i 1855;  George  Creps,  local  preacher.  1856;  .\ir,- 
brose  Hollington,  1856  and  1867;  ^V.  S.  Lunt, 

' 1858;  Mr.  Legatty,  1859;  S.  H.  .\Idernian.  1S62; 

L.  M.  .Vlbright  and  J.  Shannon,  1863;  T.  N. 

I Barkduli,  1864-67;  J.  S.  Kalb,  1S69;  J.  H.  Wil- 
son, 1S70;  N.  B.  C.  Love,  1872;  J.  H.  Bethards, 
i 1876;  L.  L.  Clark,  1879,  died,  and  T.  J.  Pope 
! appointed;  Mr.  Yingling,  18S0;  J.  L.  Scott.  1SS3; 
W.  H.  Scoles,  1884;  and  G.  B.  \Viltsie,  18S6-88. 
The  circuit  now'  embraces  a few  churches.  Peter 
Cranker  was  a class  leader  for  almost  fort}’ years, 
and  George  Creps  and  Joshua  Chappel  for  many 
' years;  while  J.  S.  Ellis  filled  the  offices  of  trus-* 
I tee,  steward  and  class  leader  for  over  a quarter 
of  a century. 

j The  Sabbath-school  was  organized  in  1838. 

‘ with  Henry  Darling,  superintendent,  and  fifty- 
' five  scholars.  In  1853.  there  were  i 10  scholars; 
in  1867,  there  were  140  sciiolars;  and,  in  187;. 
no  less  than  125.  From  1878  forward.  William 
Barton  was  superinteiulent,  his  sdiolars  in  1888 
numbering  115. 

The  P rcsbytcriiiJi  Church  was  organi/eil  No- 
I vember  13,  1834,  by  Huron  Presbytery,  with  the 
I following  members:  .\bner  Blown,  J.  W.  Smitin 
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\s‘,  Williams,  J.  A.  Scott,  J.  A.  McBride,  Mary 
Williams,  Mary  Fowler,  Jane  Wood,  Mary  Lo- 
j-.iT,  Fli/abeth  Smith,  Eliza  Ann  Nye  and  Cath- 
I rjiii-  Spafford;  Mrs.  Hannah  Dustin  and  Mar- 
-;irct  Sloan  had  not  been  connected  with  other 
I'harches  elsewiiere.  Messrs.  Williams  and  Brown 
\\erc  chosen  eiders,  and  J.  W.  Smith,  clerk. 

in  1835  the  little  Church  received  quite  an 
.it'c.cssion  from  Pennsylvania.  The  McBeths, 
;;  iw  of  Springfield,  Ohio;  [ohn  Ziegler  and  wife, 
j limes  Kelly,  Elizabeth  Kelly,  Susan  Kelly  and 
|ohn  H.  Kelly,  John  Bates,  Eliza  Bates,  and  Mrs. 
Kli.:a  Brown,  from  Seneca  F'alls,  New  York. 

()u  iSIarch  2,  1 840,  Abner  Brown  was  elected 
fldcr  for  three  years,  Tobias  Rudesil  tor  two 
\cAri,  and  George  W.  Creps  for  one  year.  In 
Drtober,  1843,  George  W.  Creps  was  elected 
ior  three  years,  and  Joseph  M.  Hall  for  two 
\ liars.  In  November  of  the  same  year  Mr. 

( reps  sent  in  his  resignation,  and  Abner  Brown, 
George  Powers  and  David  Beach  vrere  elected 
elders.  The  records  of  this  period  are  silent  on 
matters  which  evidently  were  disturbing  the  con- 
gregation. The  names  of  pastors  can  only  be 
retraced  through  memory.  Mr.  Bradstreet  was 
followed  by  Rev.  M.  Eels,  of  Oberlin,  who  was 
lirovvned  in  attempting  to  cross  the  Maumee  on 
the  ice,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery. 
The  Rev.  J . H.  Francis  followed  Mr.  Eels.  .Mr. 
Poor  succeeded  him,  and  Mr.  Peck  followed  Mr. 
Poor.  In  June,  1S49,  tho  clerk,  George  Powers, 
recorded  the  call  e.xtended  to  Rev.  J.  H.  New- 
t ui.  In  1847,  he  organized  a sewingsociet}',  and  in 
1853  paid  $115.78  for  the  lots  on  which  Henry 
Hollenbeck’s  shops  stood  in  1 876.  Subsequent 
to  1853  he  exchanged  those  lots  for  the  site 
rvhere  is  now  the  Way  Library,  but  instead  of 
I'lnlding,  the  society  rented  a hall,  which  stood 
•vhere  George  Boetsch  carried  on  business  in 
Licr  years.  In  1856,  the  Universalist  church 
''■IS  rented.  On  November  i,  that  year.  Rev. 
G.  Adams,  who  has  been  pastor  ever  since, 
t'Xik  charge,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1857,  assisted  in 
the  revival  held  in  the  Methodist  house  of  wor- 
'kip.  In  1858,  a number  of  members  were 
admitted,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  the  Pres- 
I'Vterian  form  of  government  was  adopted,  and 
f icorge  Powers,  Sylvanus  Hatch  and  James  W. 
G‘'ss  were  elected  elders.  On  Septen'iber  5, 
•■''59.  the  corner  stone  of  the  old  church  house 
’'■is  placed,  and  the  building  was  finished  Sep- 
’••iiiher  r,  1 860.  On  April  1,  186:;,  a mortgage 
■r  $1,000  was  given  on  the  property,  to  Elder 
I ones  \v’  Ross,  which,  with  otlier  debt.s,  was 
I 'til  off  in  1865.  In  1870.  other  impro\emeuts 
•'ere  rnaile,  and  the  worshipers  met  there 


j until  it  was  burned  in  1875,  Services  were  held 
! in  Centennial  Hall,  until  1892,  when  the  present 
i building  on  Secoml  and  Third  streets  was  com- 
! pleted. 

1 The  incorporation  of  the  society  took  j)lace 
' I Illy  17,  1876,  when  N.  L.  Hanson,  M.  A.  Trow- 
i bridge  and  Gilbert  Beach  were  trustees.  01  the 
’ first  elders,  Abner  Brown  moved  to  Illinois  in 
i 1 868;  George  Powers  died  in  1872:  Sylva-xius 
; Hatch  is  deceased;  Janies  W.  Ross  moved  to 
I Kansas;  j.  W.  Ewing  is  also  removed;  Jmi'ies 
' Dunipace,  now'  of  Walnut  Street  Cliurch:  Ste- 
‘ phen  Merry  is  now'  deceased;  S.  P.  ToUmd.n, 

I 1S77,  now  of  Walnut  Street  Church;  P'  J.  09-. 

I linger,  1891,  removed  to  Toledo,  and  H.  C. 
i Hoover,  now'  an  elder.  The  membership  in 

i April,  1895,  45;  Sabbath-school, 

i 55.  Of  the  members  present  in  1856,  Mrs.  Dus- 
j tin  resides  at  Birmingham,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Euphemia 
' Peck,  at  Ifietroit;  Mrs.  Ann  Robertson;  Stephen 
; Merry,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Beach,  I'Irs.  H.  .A.  Ham- 
ilton, Mrs.  Almira  Baird,  Mrs.  L.  iti.  Hunt 
and  Sophia  A.  Cook,  at  Perrysburg.  The  sum 
contributed  by  the  members  of  this  Church,  from 
ig7i  to  1S95,  amounts  to  about  $19,300.  The 
troubles  of  1877  -78  led  to  a division  of  the  so- 
j ciety,  and  the  organization  of  the  Walnut  Street 
I Church. 

; Z’/'z  German  Lutheran  Chnrelt  was  organized 

I March  15,  1850,  by  Rew  Cronewett,  who  was 
' pastor  until  1S60,  and  the  organizer  of  several 
; Lutheran  societies  throughout  the  county. 

; Among  the  first  members  were  C.  and  G.  Hertz- 
ing,  \V.  Lininger,  T.  Walter,  M.  \’ogel,  H. 
Niederhaus,  L.  L.  Leiser  and  C.  Sieling.  Rev. 
A.  Kleinigees  came  in  1 S60,  and  remained  until 
Rev.  C.  F.  Kaeding,  the  present  pastor,  arrived 
in  1S64.  In  1854,  the  first  house  of  worship 
was  erected,  and  in  September,  1872,  the  present 
house  was  dedicated.  St.  Paul's  church  at  .Mau- 
mee has  been  in  Mr.  Kaeding’s  charge  since  i S64. 
In  1 866,  he  organized  the  society  at  Custar,  in 
1867,  one  at  Waterville,  and,  in  1S68,  one  at 
Haskins.  The  memberships  of  his  Perrysburg 
! charge  is  426,  ami  the  number  of  votiiig  mem- 
I bers,  136. 

^ The  W'almit  Street  P reibyterian  Chnreh  was  . 
I organized  May  2,  1879,  with  twenty-se\en  mem- 
I bers,  namely;  Mary  Hatch,  M.  .\.,  Lo\ina  and 
1 Alta  M.  Trowbridge,  Elberr.  D.  and  Emi!\'  C. 
j Ross.  Perr\  and  .Vdeline  Thomas,  Mary  Ta\ lor, 
N.  L.  and  LidaM.  Hanson,  |ohn  L.  and  Cleanthe 
Wiltsie,  Marshall  K.,  Henr_\'  .\.,  Ja.me.'^  W.  ami 
j Catherine  Ross,  S.  P, . Elizabeth  ami  |o.-^-cpiune 
! E.  Tolmaii,  James  Dimipace,  .Vnn  Peck,  j.  K. 

I Deering,  Mary  E.  Hadley,  Jane  Hood,  I-lllen 
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Tracy,  Maggie  Caldas.  The  elders  chosen  were 
James  \V.  Ross,  S.  P.  ToUmanand  James  Duni- 
pace.  In  the  same  year  M.  A.  Trowbridge  was 
elected,  and,  in  1S89,  Ashton  Taylor,  who,  with 
Mr.  Tollman,  is  now  in  office.  On  completing 
organization,  the  society  rented  the  old  Baptist 
church,  which  has  been  their  place  of  worship 
down  to  the  present  time.  Rev.  A.  B.  Robinson 
was  pastor  down  to  April,  1882,  Rev.  \\\  W. 
Mi.x,  from  1882  to  18S5;  from  which  time  to  the 
coming  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Johnson,  in  i S90,  the  pul- 
pit was  supplied.  The  membership,  in  April, 
1895,  was  t\Venty-four.  The  total  money  con- 
tributed for  church  purposes  from  iSSo  to  April. 
1895,  was  $7,187.  The  first  trustees  were  M. 
A.  Trowbridge,  N.  L.  Hanson,  D.  K.  Hollen- 
beck, with  E.  D.  Ross,  treasurer,  and  N.  L. 
Hanson,  secretary. 

The  Geruian  Evangelical  Reform  Church 
was  incorporated  December  30,  1878,  with  F. 
Leydorf  and  T.  Zarduch,  trustees;  B.  Sciiailer 
and  J.  Meyer,  deacons;  and  P'.  ^Hendrich,  elder. 
On  August  15,  18S0,  their  house  of  worship  was 
dedicated. 

The  Ufiivcrsalist  Society,  was  at  one  time 
very  strong  here,  but  went  to  pieces  prior  to  the 
war.  The  brick  building,  purchased  by  the 
Catholic  congregation  in  i86[,  atid  now  used  for 
Catholic  school  purposes,  was  erected  by  the 
Universalists  about  1S43  or  1844,  and  used  by 
them  as  a place  of  worship  for  some  years.  The 
Hollisters,  who  are  buried  there  were  the  founders 
with  the  Ladds,  Robeys,  Blinns  and  a few 
others,  and  Rev.  Sadler,  preacher. 

The  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  dedicated  October  G,  i8Gi,  by  the  apostle  of 
the  denomination — Mr.  Nast.  Mark  Curtis  built 

the  house  for  $1,800. 

The  Spiritualists  organized  a society  some 
years  ago,  which  embraced  several  members  of 
the  Methodest,  Presbyterian  and  Ifaptist  Churches, 
with  others  who  had  not  hitherto  formed  any 
religious  ideas.  The  organization  rna}'  be  said 
to  e.xist  to-day,  but  the  local  membership  is  ver}' 
limited.  In  December,  1855,  Rev.  Wffirren 
Chase  organized  the  i!rst  class. 

The  E>aptist  Church  was  organized  late  in 
the  “thirties,"  or  early  in  the  “forties."  In 
1844,  when  Edward  X.  Blue  and  his  wife  be- 
came members,  there  were  twenty-live  members, 
among  them  being  James  M.  Charles,  Mrs. 
Bradford  and  daughter,  and  Horace  and  Mrs. 
Hah,  James  E.  Stubbs  and  the  Africans,  |oseph 
Langford  and  wife.  The  place  of  worship  was 
the  edd  sciiou!  lumse,  west  of  the  “Exchange 
Hotel."  Early  in  the  “fifties,"  however,  the 


church  on  Walnut  street,  near  the  railroad 
depot,  was  erected.  After  the  war  fi866),  the 
society  disbainlccl,  transferred  the  property  to  the 
Baptist  Conference,  who  in  1879  rented  it  to  the 
Walnut  Street  Presbyterian  Society. 

The  English  Lutheran  Clunrch  is  a new 
organization  which  already  (August,  1895. 
claims  a working  membership. 

SECRET  -AND  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETIES. 

Masonic  Societies  may  be  said  to  have  origin- 
ated in  the  county,  in  1813,  when  Army  Lodge 
No.  24,  unfolded  its  charter  at  Fort  Meigs,  and 
held  regular  meetings  there  from  1813  to  the 
date  when  the  fort  was  abandoned. 

Northern  Light  Lodge  was  organized  under 
dispensation  March  5,  1817,  and  worked  w ithout 
a charter  until  Decemiber  14,  1818,  when  one 
was  issued  to  Almon  Gibbs,  W.  M. ; \\hlliarn 
Griffith,  S.  W. ; and  Charles  Gunn,  J.  W. 
Seneca  Allen  was  first  initiated  in  this  lodge. 
v.diile  Almon  Gibbs  was  the  master  from  iSprto 
1819,  when  Allen  succeeded  him.  John  Hol- 
lister was  elected  in  1824;  Horatio  Conant,  in 
1826;  James  Wilkinson,  elected  in  December, 
1827,  appears  to  have  served  until  1S45,  ''>'hen 
the  mastership  passed  away  from  \\'ood  county 
men. 

Pheenix  Lodge.  No.  123,  F.  & M..  was 

chartered  May  4,  1844,  with  Daniel  H.  Wlieeler, 
John  Hollister  (master),  Josiah  Miller,  Da\'id 
Wilkinson,  J.  Manning  Hall,  Hez.  L.  Hosmer, 
Thomas  Learning  and  Richard  Shaw,  members. 
The  signers  of  the  constitution,  as  adopted 
alarch  7.  1844,  included  the  above  named,  with 
many  others.  The  past  masters  l,ave  been  as 
follows:  John  Hollister,  1844'-;  A.  Young,  1S43; 

D.  H.  Wheeler,  1 846'-Wnd  1S48:  Hezekiah  L. 
Hosmer,  1847^4  Jairus  Curtis,  1849-4  L.  O.  Sim- 
mons, 1 85  I James  Murray,  i856'^4  Asher  Cook, 
1860"  and  1881,  and  18S6;  J.  S.  Norton,  1857 
and  i86r---,  A.  Bloomfield,  1862;  ^\^  E.  Pom- 
eroy, 1863-';  William  Crook,  1866  to  1879;  Perry 
Thomas,  i879’4  M.  .\.  Trowbridge,  1884;  A M.‘ 
Russell.  1 886;  John  H.  Thornton.  1S87;  E.  L. 
Kingsbury,  1889;  Ed.  L.  Blue,  1891;  J.  H. 
Thornton,  1893;  and  C.  C.  Hum,  1896. 

The  secretaries  from  1844  to  the  present  time 
have  been  as  in  the  following  list:  J.  M.  Hall. 

1844  and  1848;  Israel  George,  184G;  L.  O.  Sim- 
mons, 1846;  George  W.  Clark.  1850;  .A.  D 
Wright.  1851;  L.  .M.  Hunt,  183G;  L.  C.  Lock, 
1857;  ).  E.  Price.  iSoo-  S.  D.  Westcoti,  1861; 

E.  J.  Oblinger,  18G7;  S J.  Powell,  1871;  A.  M 
Russell,  1872;  I'.  E.  Hollenbeck,  1874:  E.  J. 

Those  iiMthi  il  ihus  • are  .Icceasoa. 
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Oblinger,  1875;  Dax'id  Donaldson,  1S76;  John 
\V.  Callard,  1877;  M.  A.  Trowbridge,  1878: 
Owen  Blackmore,  1880;  James  H.  La  Farree, 
iSSi;  C.  C.  Taylor  and  S.  D.  Westcott,  18S4: 
Andrew  Roach,  1S93:  John  H.  Thornton,  1S92; 
C.  A..  Hampton,  1S88;  F.  E.  Hollenbeck,  1890: 
and  A.  R.  Williams,  1896.  The  records  from 
i8s2  to  the  close  of  i S59  are  not  among  the 
other  records  of  the  lodge. 

On  January  27,  1845,  the  Masons  of  Toledo 
petitioned  Phoenix  Lodge  to  recommend  them  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  as  worthy  of  a charter.  This 
petition  was  granted  without  hesitation,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  organization  of  Toledo  Lodge,  No. 
144,  was  the  result.  In  1 869.  the  question  of 
building  an  upper  story  on  Asher  Cook’s  block 
was  discussed,  but  not  until  1872  was  the  pres- 
ent building  erected  and  the  hall  established. 

Fort  Meigs  Chapter,  No.  29,  R.  A.  M. , was 
instituted  U.  D.  June  26,  1 846,  with  Daniel  H. 
Wheelej',  H.  P.  The  charter  was  issued  Oc- 
tober 24,  1 846,  to  Hez.  L.  Hosmer,  H.  P. ; John 
Bates,  king;  and  Daniel  Knowles,  scribe,  with 
Thomas  Clark,  Andrew  Young,  Alex.  Anderson, 
Levi  S.  Lownsbury,  Daniel  Hawes  and  Ephraim 
Wood,  unofficial  members.  In  1 849,  the  officers 
petitioned  to  have  the  chapter  moved  to  Toledo, 
which  petition  was  granted.  H.  L.  Hosmer  was 
a most  active  agent  in  the  establishment  of  Ma- 
sonic societies  at  Toledo.  Even  after  being  com- 
missioned chief  justice  of  Montana  Territory,  in 
1862  or  1S63,  he  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
the  scattered  iNlasons.  and  subsequently,  while 
past  uiaster  at  k'irginia  Cit\',  organized  a council 
and  commandery  there. 

fi.  J/c7>x  Loiige,  AT.  S6,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  was 
organized  May  20,  1847,  with  the  following 
named  members:  H.  H.  I'orsyth,  C.  C.  Robey, 

Thom.as  Clark,  .Addison  Smith,  .Amos  Spafford, 
B.  W.  Lewis,  Daniel  Titcomb,  Isaac  P.  Thomp- 
son, Smith  Gilbert,  .Andrew  Bloomfield,  William 
Houston,  Wk  W.  \\'ilkinson,  Thomas  Bloomfield, 
W . hi.  Courser,  C.  D.  W’oodruff  and  .Alfred  Tay- 
lor. During  the  ensuing  decade  D.  Wright, 
Peter  M.  Smith,  Sandford  Baldwin,  W.  H.  Hop- 
kins, J.  S.  Norton,  G.  W.  Howe,  William  Crook, 
S.  C.  Doan,  S.  D.  Westcott,  John  Yeager,  .A.  L. 
Fowler,  Shibnah  Spink,  S.  S.  Curtis,  C.  K.  Ben- 
nett, L.  ILigham,  .M.  G.  Wetrnore,  john  She[>- 
ler,  f leorge  S.  McKnigh.t,  George  \V,  Newton, 
and  others  became  nieTubers  between  1S47  and 
November,  1858,  when  the  treasurer's  account 
closer.  In  1857,  \\'illiam  Croc.’k  was  elected 
treasurer,  a position  he  held  until  the  orgarii.xi- 
tion  ceased.  He  is  the  only  member  of  the  old 
lodge,  now  living,  who  was  uenr.ittcd  tcj  enter 


I the  new  lodge.  M.  G.  Wetrnore,  who  was  killed 
j at  Haskins  a few  years  ago,  being  the  other. 

I The  Masonic  lodge  won  away  many  members, 
i and  this,  with  general  inattention  to  work,  caused 

I ^ 

! its  dovvnfal!  in  1S62. 

i i''ort  .lA’/gx  Lodge,  yp  jj-j-,  /.  O.  O.  F . , was 
instituted  July  4,  1889,  with  Robert  Escott,  N.  G. , 
and  the  following  named  officers,  in  lodge  rank: 
John  Kohl  (V.  G.),  L.  E.  Webb  (Sec.^,  john 
Chappel  (Per.  Sec.),  C.  H.  Greiner  (trea.snrer). 

1 Ed.  Underhill,  Conrad  Kohl  and  G.  H.  Caldwell 
! (trustees).  The  noble  grands  since  December. 

I 1S89,  are  named  as  follows:  John  Kohl.  1S89; 

' W^.  E.  Escott  and  joe  E.  Baird,  1S90:  J.  P. 
Thompson,  1891;  E.  .A.  Underhill  and  Philip 
Wetzel,  1892;  E.  .A.  Cox  and  I.  S.  Bowers, 

' 1893;  S.  Pelton  and  B.  H.  Getz,  1S9.1,  and  Isaac 
I Whitson.  May,  1895.  Secretaries:  joe  E. 

' Baird,  18S9;  Dr.  |.  E.  Brainard  and  .A.  R.  \AdH- 
’ iams,  1890:  W.  Finkbeiner,  in  May,  and 
^ Walter  E.  Escott,  m .August,  1891:  Philip  Wet- 
I zel  and  j.  E.  Brainard,  1892;  D.  Van  Hellen, 
i May',  1892,  and  J.  M.  Browne,  in  Alay,  1893;  B. 
i H.  Getz  and  Philip  Wetzel,  1894.  The  lodge 
i had  in  May,  1895,  no  less  t’han  115  menrbers. 
i .Articles  of  incorporation  were  recorded  January 
: 14,  1891. 

Wolford  Post,  Xo.  5/,  G.  A.  R.,  was  char- 
i tered  March  31,  1881,  with  the  following  named 
' members:  James  Timmions,  John  Croft,  Nathan 
! Tefft,  Fred.  Schwind,  Charles  Chappel,  Chris- 
topher Finkbeiner.  B.  Trombla,  George  Button, 

I Thomas  Hartshorn,  II.  M.  Hoover,  Fred.  A'ea- 
ger,  James  F".  Fleming.  James  Hayes,  .A.  E. 
j Wilson,  Henry  Broka,  J.  L.  Wilson,  Joseph 
Bruce.  Charles  Gross,  Phillip  Mdtz,  William 
Heckler,  John  A'eager,  Chris.  Kner,  William 
Walters,  Fred,  Treichel,  Jaco’n  Davis,  H.  R. 
Charles,  D.  Simmons,  N.  W’edertz,  and  C.  P. 

I Boyce.  On  the  same  date  the  Post  was  insti- 
' tuted,  the  name  being  conferred  in  honor  of  john 
! W’olford,  a fourteen-year-old  soldier  of  Co.  B. 

; 55th  O.  \'.  I.,  who  was  killed  at  Bull  Run,  .Au- 
gust 30,  1862.  James  Hayes  was  the  first  com. 
rnander,  and  Jacob  Davis,  the  first  adjutant; 

' james  Hayes  w as  re-elected  in  1S82;  I're'lcrick 
i Yeager,  in  1883;  James  P.  .Averill,  1884:  jam<'< 
Timmons.  18S5;  Christopher  Finkbeiner.  '88^0 
James  Haye.s,  1887;  Isaac  Whitson,  1888;  W 
H.  lIol!enbeck,  1889-90;  George  R.  Scott,  1801 
: (resigned);  jacob  Metzger,  1892  03;  George  But- 
ton, 1894  and  1893.  The  following  ser\ed  a< 
adjutants:  james  P.  .Averill  succeeded  adjutaiu 

I)a\is  ill  1882;  AAA  H.  Hollenbeck,  1883,  i8.s;, 
I'rederick  '^’eager.  18, So,  1889  and  1890:  W.  H 
Hollenbeck,  1887  88;  Jas.  Haye.s,  1891  to  iSo*-. 
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The  nienibership  »vas  at  one  tinie  eit.tht\ , but  is 
now  reduced  to  twenty-four.  The  total  number 
enrolled  was  i 34. 

The  old  Grand  Army  Post,  knovrn  as  No.  38, 
was  organized  after  the  war.  In  September, 
1869,  J.  B.  Newton  was  adjutant.  In  common 
with  the  contemporary  subordinate  posts  of  Ohio 
and  other  States,  No.  38  surrendered  its  charter. 

Pcrrvsl'itrg-  Lodge,  Xo. 

ganized  in  November,  1891,  was  instituted  De- 
cember 2,  that  year,  by  C.  D.  Yonker,  of  Bow- 
ling Green,  with  I.  M.  Sadler,  P.  C. ; E.  L.  Blue, 

C.  C. ; J.  Davis,  C. ; \\hlliarn  Schlect,  P.; 
James  PTuescher,  M.  of  F. ; P.  C.  Ray,  I\I.  at  A. ; 

R.  Danz,  M.  of  E. ; Charles  Tvlcr,  K.  of  R.  & 

S.  ; C.  F.  Rider,  I.  G. ; C.  C.  Baird,  Jr.,  O.  G. ; 
and  the  following  named  unofficial  members — 

H.  C.  Lawrence,  B.  F.  Gonder.  R.  S.  Clegg, 

D.  C.  W'hitehead,  John  Cranker,  C.  A.  Powers, 
J.  C.  Thompson,  G.  W.  Hoffman,  N.  L.  Han- 
son, A.  Hufiord,  F.  Zanger,  J.  H.  Rheinfrank, 

I.  S.  Pow’ers.  Joe-  F.  Baird,  J.  H.  Marshall, 

T.  J.  Chilcote,  B.  Trombla,  G.  H.  Caldwell,  A. 
Williams,  Thomas  Roether,  and  J.  P.  Thomp- 
son. The  chancellors  of  the  lodge,  since  or- 
ganization, have  been  as  follows;  E.  L.  Blue, 
I.  S.  Bowers,  William  Schlect,  D.  K.  Hollen- 
beck, C.  A.  Hoffman,  E.  L.  Kingsburv’,  R.  Danz 
and  George  Roether.  The  keepers  of  records 
and  seals  have  been;  C.  V.  Tyler,  I).  K.  Hol- 
lenbeck, N.  L.  Hanson,  }oe  E.  Baird  and  A.  W. 
Degner.  The  membership  in  June,  1S95,  w’as 
about  one  hundred. 

Eldorado  Lodge,  Xo.  422,  Llaughters  of  Re- 
bekah,  W’as  chartered  May  23,  1890,  on  petition 
of  J.  C.  Hoyt,  Decatur  Van  Hellen,  Aaron  Huf- 
ford,  G.  H.  Caldwell,  J.  P.  Thompson,  lidward 
Conrad,  Fred  Jezzard,  Julia  Ann  Hoyt,  Rose  E. 
Caldwell,  Alice  \Mn  Hellen  and  A.  R.  Williams. 
In  May,  1895,  there  were  thirty-five  members  in 
good  standing. 

lippeea noe  Coinicil,  Xo.  77,  Rational  Union, 
was  chartered  August  27,  1889,  with  Jacob  Da- 
vis, C.  J.  Hartsing,  R.  hi.  Chubb,  C.  B.  Fru- 
deau,  T.  B.  Oblinger,  Fred  Yeager,  J.  H.  Mar- 
shall, R.  Danz,  N.  L.  Hanson,  Joseph  Lindsay’, 
P'.  Jezzard,  F.  L.  Blue,  H.  M.  Hoover,  C.  A. 
flowers,  1.  S.  Bowers,  William  Schlect,  N.  Tefft, 
Christopher  Finkbeiner  and  G.  Schwind. 


i Perry  Lodge,  Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule. 

Xo.  lyg,  "u-as  chartered  February  28,  18S5,  with 
I twenty-nine  niembers,  among  whom  were  W.  H, 

; Hollenbeck,  F.  E.  Hollenbeck,  I.  S.  Bowers, 

: H.  M.  Hoover,  D.  K.  Hollenbeck,  Madams  Ella 
I Averill,  Belle  Mi.\  and  M.  Finkbeiner,  and  N.  S. 

; Hanson. 

Temperance  Societies. — P'ort  Meigs  Division. 
Sons  of  Temperance,  w’as  organized  in  184S.  with 
the  following  named  officers  in  Division  rank; 
James  W.  Ross,  Addison  Smith,  George  W. 
Clark,  H.  Courser,  John  W'ebb,  John  Bate.=  . 
Jesse  S.  Norton,  John  Croft,  Ozem  Galpin  anJ 
George  Albert. 

l^errysburg  Lodge,  No.  179,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  was 
organized  May  25,  tS66,  w'ith  thirty-tw’o  mem- 
bers, and  disbanded  February  9,  1S75,  when 
Fred.  Yeager  and  James  Timmons  were  the  only 
representatives  of  the  charter  members  present. 
The  newer  temperance  societies,  such  as  the 
i Woman’s  Tempeiance  League  of  1874,  decided 
* upon  another  line  of  work  and  in  this  particular 
opposed  the  I.  O.  G.  T. , won  the  members  awav, 

; and  left  it  to  disband.  In  July’,  1874,  the  Anti- 
I License  Convention  assembled,  and  in  April,  1S76. 

1 tne  crusade  against  saloons  was  commenced  at 
Perrysburg  and  other  towns, 
j Perrysburg  Femperance  Union  adopted  arti- 
1 cles  of  association,  September  2,  1877,  with  762 
! members.  This  union  originated  in  a meeting 
held  June  26,  when  a Murphy  Temperance  Soci- 
ety tvas  formed. 

The  Perrysburg  Saengerbnnd  was  organized 
July  21,  1868,  with  John  H.  Rheinfrank,  presi- 
dent, and  John  Bader,  Jr.,  secretary.  F,  R. 

' Miller,  George  Hoffman,  Jr.,  John  Haller,  John 
i Flirth  and  Clemens  Leaf  were  chosen  trustees, 

' and  John  Eberly,  treasurer. 

CON'CLUSION. 

The  writer,  on  closing  these  articles  on  Per- 
rysburg, must  acknow!ed,ge  the  value  of  aia 
; rendered  by  Mrs.  Perrin,  D.  K.  Hollenbeck. 

William  Crook,  Mr.  McKnight,  James  Hayes,  the 
. Hoffmans,  Mr.  Callard,  Mr.  Hayes,  of  Fort 
Meigs,  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  Mrs.  Frederick,  Mrs. 
Samuel  Smith,  J.  H.  La  h'arree,  Christopher 
I'inkbeiner,  and  the  younger  old  settlers,  such  as 
Joe  F.  Baird,  Thomas  M.  h'raney,  and  the  editor 
I of  the  old  Perrysburg  fonrnal. 
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CHAPTER  XLI 


PLAIN  TOWNSHIP. 

Si  RVKY,  Population,  Etc. — Topography — Early  History— Pioneers — First  Land  Buyers — 
Pioneer  Schools  and  Scholars  — Modern  Schools  — Establishment  of  Township  — 
Township  Officials — N itro-Glycerine  Explosion — Churches — Concli:sion. 


^HE  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  of 
this  township,  was  made,  in  1819,  by 
Samuel  and  Alexander  Holmes,  while 
that  of  the  sub-divisional  lines  was  made, 
in  1821,  by  I.  T.  Worthington.  The  tracks  of 
llie  United  States  surveyors  were  not  covered 
unmediately  by  the  pioneers,  as  is  the  case  with 
now-lands  to-day.  Almost  a decade  passed  over 
the  land  since  the  survey,  before  one  of  the 
oourageous  first  settlers  selected  a corner  of  the 
township  for  his  home,  and  the  denary  period 
was  extended  another  decade  before  civilization 
loft  its  impression  appreciably  on  the  forest.  In 
1 S40,  the  population  was  272.  Ten  years  latei, 
tlie  enumerators  found  492  inhabitants:  in  1S60, 
there  were  1,300:  in  1870  the  number  was  i , 7 1 9, 
increased,  by  1880,  to  1,985.  and,  by  1890,  to 
2,673.  Of  thfs  total  there  were  1,589  credited 
to  that  part  of  Bowling  Green  west  of  Main 
street,  leaving  to  the  township  proper  1,084  iri- 
liabitants. 

As  the  name  denotes  the  surface  is  level,  if  a 
few  sand  ridges  be  excepted.  The  soil  is  a sandy 
loam  merging  into  sand  on  the  ridges.  Before 
the  days  of  ditches,  numerous  swamps  or  swales 
pNistcd  which  yielded  heavy  crops  of  hay  in  dry 


't-ViSons,  and  after  being  drained  became  espec- 
ially fertile.  As  a rule  the  whole  township,  out- 
"ide  Bowling  Green,  is  devoted  to  agriculture, 
md  it  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  the 
larincrs  of  the  territory  have  converted  the  sandy 
area  into  [iroductive*  fields,  gardens  and  orchards. 
In  late  years  the  stock-breeder  has  introduced 
fine  grades  of  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs, 
and  erected,  so  to  s[>cak,  a new  branch  of  indiis- 
b\'  peculiarly  suitable  to  this  township. 

In  early  years  after  the  Presbyterian  mission 
below  Grand  Rapids  was  abandoned  or  dis- 
• anded,  Rev.  Isaac  \’an  Tassel,  tlie  ex-superin- 
b'lidrnt,  established  himself  and  famih'  on  a 
••irm.  and  in  1834  or  1835,  iiitrudiii.'ed  siik  cul- 
•'ire,  setting  out  hundreds  of  mulberry  trees 
'•‘‘hich  he  obtained  through  friends  in  Gonnecti- 


! cut  or  New  York.  I'or  nearly  fifteen  years  he 
devoted  himself  earnestly  to  agriculture,  horti- 
culture and  stock-growing,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1S49,  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  first, 

I if  not  the  first,  agriculturists  of  the  county. 

' The  Sucker-rod  oil  belt  extends  diagonally 
throLigli  this  township,  where  it  is  marked  by  its 
i narrowness  and  few  extensions.  A new  field,  ir 
. has  produced  oceans  of  petroleum,  and  appeared 
: as  inexhaustible  in  1S95  it  did  at  the  begin- 
ning. In  the  chapter  devoted  to  Oil  and  Gas. 
the  history  of  this  field  is  related,  and  its  exten- 
sions described. 

Pioiu'crs. — At  the  date  when  the  Caucasian 
j pioneers  appeared  in  Wescon,  Center,  Libcrc}’ 
and  Middleton,  Plain  was  an  Indian  hunting- 
ground,  with  few  attractions,  even  for  the  sav- 
ages. It  was  not  long  to  remain  so.  The  man, 
seeking  a home  for  his  famih',  found  in  it  a safe 
place  to  invest  his  little  savings  and  his  labor: 

; while  tin  imprudent,  pulling  against  the  current 
I of  adversit}',  found  here  a harbor  which  held  out 
promise  of  rest,  if  not  plent_\'.  The  first  actual 
settler  came  in  1831,  and  by  degrees  the  teiritury 
was  opened  up.  The  pioneers,  as  a rule,  were 
; earnest,  frank  and  kind,  and  bridged  the  interwil 
between  sin  and  purit}'  by  kindness.  The}'  made 
the  mistakes  and  had  the  failings  of  the  time,  but 
such  were  the  excesses  of  their  virtues.  Rouei' 
and  tender,  they  were  generous,  they  were  indus- 
trious, and  they  were  enterprising,  according  to 
the  sjurit  of  their  times.  They  knew  not  lear. 
were  bra\c  to  rashness,  revelled  in  the  free  air, 
gloried  in  the  forest  they  were  coiup.iering,  and 
altogether  were  men  fitted  exactly  for  o]')cning  a 
new'  country.  The  wcimen  of  pioneer  times  too. 
were  as  bravo  as  the  men.  i'he\'  wore  tiie  on- 
1 couragers  and  sustainers  of  their  husbands  and 
sons,  and  the  workers  in  the  homos  and  gardens 
made  in  tlie  wihlernoss.  ()rilorl}',  econiunical 
and  peacolul,  the}'  wore  the  guardians  of  sociot}', 
however  rude,  and  of  Christian  dul}',  howe\er 
: vaguely  understood. 
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First  Land  Buyers.  — In  the  early  history  of 
Bowling  Green  many  of  the  pioneers  of  this  town- 
ship are  refen  ed  to,  and  the  story  of  their  settle- 
ment well  told.  Again,  in  the  chapters  devoted 
to  biography,  the  history  of  many  of  the  first  set- 
tlers is  related  in  detail.  For  these  reasons,  it  is 
unnecessary — it  would  be  repetition — to  cell  the 
same  story  over,  so  that  the  reader  must  be  con- 
tent with  the  official  notices  of  the  pioneer  land- 
buyers. 

On  April  6,  1831,  Joseph  UeWitt  entered  the 
\V.  Pt.  of  S.  E.  J Sec.  36;  Joseph  A.  Sargent  fol- 
lowed on  May  3 1 by  entering  the  E.  Pt.  of  the 
same;  John  Wilson  purchased  the  S.  E.  of  N.  E. 
J Sec.  14,  October  6,  1832;  Valentine  Winslow, 
the  Pt.  of  S.  E.  J Sec.  5,  February  7;  Hor- 
ace Hamilton,  the  N.  E.  of  S.  E.  Sec.  5,  Sep- 
tember 13;  Samuel  Hamilton,  the  \\h  Pt.  of  N. 
E.  Sec.  5,  December  25;  and  Elisha  Marcindale, 
the  S.  E.  of  N.  W.  Sec.  24,  October  2Q.  In 

1833,  a larger  delegation  of  pioneers  purchased 
homes  here.  John  Skinner  and  John  Gardner, 
on  Sec.  I,  April  ii  and  iMay  27,  respectively; 
Thomas  Lea'.ering,  on  Sec.  13,  Ma3'25;  James 
T.  Skinner,  on  Sec.  5,  June  13;  Joseph  Holling- 
ton,  on  Sec,  25,  August  5;  Thomas  and  William 
Gorrill,  on  Sec.  13,  August  2 i ; David  Ghadwick, 
on  Sec.  14,  August  31;  Mahlon  Meeker,  on  Sec. 
12,  October  3;  Ale.x.  Howard,  on  Sec.  12,  Octo- 
ber 2;  Joseph  Mitchell,  on  Sec.  35,  October  17; 
Stephen  Ward,  on  Sec.  24,  October  18;  Ben.  S. 
Reid,  on  Sec.  25,  November  10;  John  McCornb, 
on  Sec.  13,  November  22;  Henry  WGlker,  on 
Sec.  24,  November  25;  and  Andrew  M.  Stewart, 
on  Sec.  12,  December  4,  1833.  Among  the  buy- 
ers of  1834  were  James  Reed  and  Moses  M.  Ar- 
nold, Sec.  32,  January  1;  David  Maginnis  and 
James  Maginnis,  Sec.  12,  P'ebruary  20;  and 
Thomas  and  William  Gorrill,  Sec.  13,  August  21, 

1834. 

The  Flatinons,  Woodburys,  Van  Tassels, 
Gatehouses,  Mintons,  Edgertons,  Warners,  White- 
heads,  John  Evers’  family,  and  other  well-known 
pioneers,  came  into  the  wiUlerness  shortly  after, 
and  shared  in  its  development. 

Pioneer  Se/ioo/s  and  Se/’o/a/'s. — The  Bell 
school  house  and  the  Plain  church  were  the  prin- 
cipal institutions  of  pioneer  days.  The  school 
house  stood  on  the  northeastern  corner  of  Sec- 
tion 26,  and  the  cliurch  on  the  northeastorii 
corner  of  Section  21.  From  1835  to  1841  the 
church  was  the  subject  of  daily  com ersation, 
and  the  school  received  attention.  In  the  year 
named,  John  Whitelunid  (who  died  in  1895  . and 
John  E.  Jenkins  built  a shool  house  for  the  sub- 
scribers in  what  later  was  known  as  District  No. 


i 2,  constructed  a little  belfry,  and  therein  placed 
I the  bell,  which  formerly  was  used  at  the  ^fi3sio!l 
; house.  Rev.  Isaac  Van  Tassel  was  tlie  donor, 
but  there  were  conditions  attached  to  the  gift 
which  left  the  title  of  it  in  the  donor.  A few 
years  later,  the  house  passed  into  the  possession  01 
the  common-school  trustees,  and  Mr.  Van  Tassel 

■ had  the  bell  removed.  The  old  school  house 
w'as  burned  in  1857,  but  its  memory  is  green,  for 
lew,  if  any,  of  the  old  settlers  of  Plain  or  their 
children,  forget  to  mention  the  old  Bell  school 
house.  It  was  by  no  means  the  first  institution 

i of  learning  here,  for,  in  1835,  2-fter  the  Gorrills 
remcived  to  Bowding  Green,  Morris  Brown,  the 
I great  pedagogue  of  that  da)',  gathered  the  youth 
: in  a cabin,  and  taught  many  of  them  their  first 
I lessons. 

i The  enumeration  of  youth,  betw'een  four  and 
twenty  years  of  age,  in  Plain  township,  made 
' between  October  1 and  October  20.  iSa.2,  show< 
i fifty-five  males  and  fifty-one  females,  in  Districts 
Nos.  2.  3 and  5 and  Joint-District  No.  5.  The 

■ school  census  was  taken  by  Abraham  D.  Edger- 
1 ton.  township  clerk,  w'ho  reported  the  following 
’ named  children  of  school  age; 

District  No.  2. — Martha  J.,  Mary  A.  and 
I Joseph  (Jr.)  Mitchell;  Mary,  Jane,  Ann,  Plannah, 

; Stephen  and  V.dlliam  (Jr.)  Hoff;  Elizabeth  Buz- 
: zard  (Ward  of  N.  .A.  Reed);  Stella  M..  John  and 
George  Parsons  (wards  of  Neptune  Nearing); 

! Mary  N.  and  Ann  E.  Jones;  John  H.,  Lucius  B. 
and  Isaac  Van  Tassel  Gatehouse;  Charles  W. 
Evers;  Lois,  John  and  Robert  Eldridge;  W.  W. 
Hunter,  Daniel  P.  and  Charlotte  I...  W'hitehead; 
Ellen,  Sarah,  Jane,  Richard,  Isaac  and  Geo. 
Green;  Isaac  and  Ptiantha  Hunter;  Mary  TLiirs- 
tin;  Alvin  Coe;  Susan  Rebideau  and  Sophia  H. 
Tebault  (written  Teboo),  (wards  of  Rev.  I \'an 
j Tassel);  Clavilla,  L.)'inan  and  Bennett  Osgood, 

I and  Stephen  Eldridge. 

I District  No.  3. — Benjamin  H.,  Roxanna, 

’ Lucy,  Celia,  Sarah,  Mary  H.  and  Charlotte 
Woodbury;  Robert  B.,  Nathan  W.,  \\'illiam  H. 
and  Martha  B.  Minton;  Sarah  .M.  Condit;  Eli/a, 
Nancy  M.,  Charles  and  Henry  Pierce;  John  E. 
Loper;  Lemuel,  John,  David  and  Milla  Wagoner; 
Jacol),  Samuel.  Benjamin  and  joseph  Hun ';  M;u- 
i thaP>.,  David.  Hannah  ami  Phillip  P.  Condit 
: Orville  and  Zilpha  Hunter. 

foint-District  No.  5 (part  in  Plain). — Horatio, 
Narcissa  A.,  Bets\  II.,  Mary,  .Mahlon  Jr.)  ami 
John  Meeker;  Elsa  Khewa  and  George  Harris; 
)olm,  Caleb  and  Sarah  Clarke;  .Andrew  |.  ami 
. .Ann  M.  Man'.ille,  and  Eleanor  .Maginnis. 
j District  No.  5.  — james,  Jtrhn,  .Ami,  |ose;'li 
! (Jr).,  Eli/abcth  ami  .Almy  L.  Ralston;  S[)rankle. 
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Louisa,  Caroline  and  Rebecca  Snyder  (children 
of  Samuelj;  Samuel,  Jacob,  John,  Mary,  Betsy, 
William  and  P.  G.  Sn}’der  ^children  of  Darnel), 
and  Catherine  and  Mary  J.  Woods. 

They  formed  the  school  population  seven 
years  after  the  first  class  was  organized  in  the 
Thurstin  cabin,  at  Bowling  Green.  Many  of  the 
children  of  1842  are  the  men  and  women  of  Plain 
and  Bowling  Green,  of  1895,  some  residing  on 
the  spot  where  they  were  born,  others  inhabit- 
ing the  new  towns  and  villages  which  they  aided 
in  establishing.  Some  are  in  distant  California, 
and  others  may  be  found  scattered  over  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Union.  i 

Modern  Schools. — Like  the  records  of  the  i 
township,  the  records  of  the  schools,  down  to  ! 
1S81,  are  in  the  deplorable  condition  of  nihility. 
Many  of  the  townships  have  had  good  records 
which  are  now'  in  the  same  state;  but  none  of  ! 
them,  save  Henry,  can  approach  Plain  in  this 
matter.  The  document  on  which  the  foregoing 
enumeration  is  based  was  found  in  the  county 
auditor’s  archives,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show 
the  transactions  of  the  board  of  education  down 
to  1881,  though  in  the  chapter  on  Schools  many 
of  the  teachers  hired  by  that  board  find  mention. 

The  school  board  of  1881-82  comprised 
George  Smith,  Kezin  Jewell  and  J.  H.  LeGalley, 

2;  Christian  Schearer  and  John  S.  Matthews,  3; 
N.  W.  Minton,  4;  George  M.  Brown,  5:  Eman- 
uel Constable,  6;  Henry  Goodenough,  7;  P. 
Myers,  8;  C.  P.  Fo.x,  9;  George  Smith,  10; 
W.  T.  Gillespie,  ii;  and  P'rederick  Hartman,  12. 

A bid  of  $950  for  a brick  school  house  in  No.  10 
was  accepted  in  June,  1882,  and  one  for  a similar 
house  in  No.  5,  in  June,  1883.  In  November, 
1885,  plans  for  the  brick  house  in  No.  9,  Sec.  15, 
were  accepted.  In  April,  1886,  the  personnel  o\ 
the  board  wa,s  changed,  by  the  election  of  D.  L. 
Thurstin,  W.  H.  Ewing,  J.  S.  Matthews,  Justus 
Stearns,  Henry  Hughes,  George  W.  Callin. 
Moses  Lane,  Sr.,  Jacob  Kromer,  E.  Miller,  john 
S.  Dailey,  W.  T.  Gillespie  and  Wilson  Patterson 
as  members.  Later,  the  names  of  William  Eng- 
lish, George  Knouse,  Thomas  Avery,  William 
Hale  and  B.  C.  Woodbury  appear;  and,  still 
later,  J.  B.  Craw',  C.  \V.  Richardson,  Matthew 
Munn,  George  Brimm,  G.  C.  Nearing  and  Fred 
Sutton  are  named  as  members.  In  1894,  Joseph 
Hampton,  J,  B.  Stearns.  Eli  Wilson,  Joseph 
McCl  ling  and  J.  B.  Craw  were  elected  members 
for  the  long  term;  G.  H.  Avery,  R.  C.  Minear 
liiid  G.  E.  Gill  were  among  the  members  in  April 
of  that  year. 

Establishment  of  Toxonship. — The  commis- 
sioners of  Wood  county,  in  session  March  l 
26 


1835,  set  off  the  following  described  territory, 
under  the  name  Plain  Tow'iiship — commencing 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  T.  5,  R.  10,  thence 
w'est  to  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Section  3,  south  to 
the  southeast  coiner  of  Section  9,  west  to  the 
southwest  corner  of  Section  7,  thence  to  the 
southw'est  corner  of  T.  5,  thence  to  the  south- 
east corner,  and  north  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
The  election  w'as  ordered  to  be  held  at  Henr\- 
Walker's  house  on  April  4,  1835.  By  reference 
to  the  chapter  on  Bowling  Green,  the  location 
of  the  first  place  of  meeting  may  be  learned,  wiih 
other  interesting  facts  relating  to  the  earliest  set- 
tlers along  the  eastern  line  of  this  township.  On 
March  3,  1840,  Sections  3 and  10  were  anne.xed 
to  Washington  township,  but  on  March  3,  1845, 
were  restored  to  Plain.  The  next  territorial 
change  was  made  December  2.  1844,  when  the 
South  of  Section  36,  T.  6,  R.  10  'recorded  as 
range  12),  was  set  off  from  Middleton  and  annexed 
! to  Plain.  That  territory  was  returned  for  taxa- 
tion from  1849  to  1852 — James  Hall.  S.  G. 
Skinner,  Francis  Maginnis,  William  Lewis,  and 
Asher  Wickham,  Sr.,  being  then  the  known 
owners.  James  Ralston’s  recollections  of  this 
transaction  point  it  out  as  being  done  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  school  district.  The  records  of  this 
township  have  been  subjected  to  the  w'orst  treat- 
ment imaginable.  Most  of  them  have  been  lost, 
so  that  to-day,  not  one  of  the  many  old  settlers, 
who  have  been  interviewed  on  the  subject  of  their 
whereabouts,  can  tell  anything  of  them.  The 
county  auditor’s  office  does  not  present  to  the 
searcher  much  that  would  permit  him  to  make  a 
list  of  the  trustees  prior  to  1843;  but,  fortunately, 
in  the  clerk  of  courts’  office,  he  found  the  bonds  of 
I justices  from  1836  to  1S95,  being  the  onh'  per- 
fect record,  relating  to  this  di\  ision  of  the  county 
extant. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFUT.VLS. 

First  Election. — There  were  nineteen  votes  re- 
corded at  the  first  election,  namely;  .Mahion 
>.Ieeker,  Andrew  Race,  Joel  Osgood,  Joseph,  Zerbe. 
Nathaniel  Edgerton,  A.  D.  Edgerton,  .Abner 
Charles,  James  Maginnis.  John  Wil.'^on,  l).i\ui 
^ Dewitt,  William  Dewitt,  Jacob  Stauffer,  David 
5faginnis,  Joshua  Wood.  Henry  Walker,  William 
G.  Charles.  Joseph  Dewitt,  Joseph  Sargent 
and  Elisha  Martindale.  In  October  following, 
when  twenty  votes  were  cast,  the  miines  of  Eh 
Manville,  John  W'ood,  Stephen  Ward.  Jacob 
(Eitkelt,  W.  C.  Hunter.  Christoplier  Stright  and 
; Leonard  I’ierce,  with  many  of  the  older  voler-^. 

appear  as  voters,  bringing  the  number,  in  1833. 
I up  to  twenty-six.  David  Maginnis,  Joseph  De- 
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\vitt  and  Jacob  Stauffer  are  said  to  have  been 
chosen  trustees,  but  there  is  nothing  of  record  to 
show  this  beyond  the  fact  that  they  were  judges 
of  election. 

[nsiiccs  of  the  Peace. — The  justices  of  the 
peace  who  have  qualified  since  [une,  1S36,  are 
named  in  the  following  list;  Henry  Walker, 
1836  and  1839;  Joshua  Wood,  1839;  Joseph  A. 
Sargent,  1840.;  Sylvanus  Hatch,  1842;  James 
Maginnis,  1843;  Gideon  Thomas,  iS46;S.  St. 
John,  1 84C  and  1850;  Peleg  G.  Thomas,  1848, 
resigned  October,  1851,  requalified  December 
8,  1851;  R G.  Comstock,  1851;  >d.  B.  Tracy, 
1854-57;  J.  D.  Smith,  1855:  S.  W.  St.  John, 
i860,  1863,  and  1866:  R.  C.  Comstock,  1862, 
and  continuously  until  re-elected  in  1S83;  Am- 
herst Ordway,  1869  and  1872;  Samuel  W.  Clay, 
1874  and  1877:  W.  A.  Benschoter,  1880;  Samuel 
Case,  1883;  Natlian  D.  Patterson,  1886  and 
1889,  resigned  in  1891;  \\hlliam  Ewing,  1886 
and  1S89;  Abel  Comstock,  1890  and  1S93;  j P 
Battles,  1891  and  1894,  and  Christopher  Lehman, 
1893,  resigned  in  July.  1893. 

Clerks. — The  clerks  of  the  township,  so  far  as 
documents  and  records  show,  were:  A.  D.  Edgt?r- 
ton,  1842;  Samuel  Clark,  Jr.,  1845;  ^ ■ Min- 

ton, 1853;  Sylvanus  Flatch,  1855;  J.  J.  Parsons, 
1857;  George  N.  Parsons,  1858;  D.  Cargo,  1S60; 
H.  G.  Condit,  1862;  D.  Cargo,  1863;  W.  Pow- 
ers, 1864;  D.  Cargo,  1865;  J.  D.  Belles,  1S71; 
D.  Cargo,  1873;  W.  M.  Learning,  1S74;  Guy  C. 
Nearing,  1875;  H.  H.  Collins,  1876;  W.  H. 
Smith,  1877;  W.  ^f.  Learning,  1879;  Abel  Com- 
stock, 1881;  and  Joseph  G.  Starn,  18S7.  I.  W. 
Clayton,  the  present  clerk,  was  elected  in  1894, 
and  re-elected  in  1896. 

Trustees. — The  names  and  dates  in  the  follow- 
ing list  are  based  on  signatures  to  the  township 
levies  down  to  1880,  on  a list  furnished,  from 
1881  to  1894,  and  on  the  records  of  the  April 
elections  of  1895. 

1846  -Jot'l  Osgood,  John  Whitehead,  W.  G.  Charles. 

1844  -F. lisha  Martindale,  l’hdi[)  Condit,  John  Whitehead. 
1845 — John  Kvers,  I’eleg  G.  riioinas,  W.  G.  Charles. 

184(1  Alfred  Condit,  I’eleg  G.  I'lionias,  Philip  Condit. 

1848 — Josefih  A.  Sargent,  Peleg  G.  Thomas.  .Vha  Sholes. 
184!( — William  G.  I.amh,  .S.  L.  Hrewster,  Francis  Maginnis. 
1851  -Jacob  Minton,  John  Whitehead,  Jc.)shua  Carr. 

1858 — J.  R.  'I'racy,  J.  M.  Lamb,  Silas  'I'liomas. 

185!)  S.  W.  St.  John,  R.  11.  Minton,  Silas  Thomas. 

^iSdU-dl — S.  W.  St.  John,  R.  H.  Minton,  Silas  Thomas. 

18(12  J.  W.  Woodbury,  R.  11.  Minton,  .\.  Condit. 

18(16  -|.  W'.  Woodbury,  I.  R.  Tracy,  Silas  Thomas. 

18(14  J.  W.  Woodbury,  John  Wliitehe.id,  Silas  Thomas. 

18*15  f.  W.  Woodbury,  ,\.  Condit,  II.  G.  Conilit. 

18(1(1  \Villiam  Gorrill,  G.  W.  Matthews,  Hugh  Cargo. 

1M(17  M.  B.  Tracy,  G.  \V.  M.itlhews,  F.  C.  Minton. 

1S(18  \i.  B.  Tracy,  John  Whitrhe.el,  IT  C.  Minton. 
bSdil  Ciiiy  (L  Nearing,  John  Whitetiead,  Jolin  I'oen. 

18TU  Guy  C.  Nearing,  .\.  W.  Minton,  Myron  I.eG.ilh-y. 

1871  72  .M.  B.  Tracy,  .Mien  .McKeii/'ie,  LeGraitd  Bishop. 


1876 — .M.  B.  'Tracy,  X.  B.  Patterson,  (not  nanieil). 

1874  -M.  B.  'Tracy,  |.  O.  Avery,  D.  Skinner. 

1875  - G.  M.  Brown,  J.  ().  :\\ery,  A.  .Mclvenzie. 

].'s7t;--M()ses  L;ine,  G.  .M.  Brown,  John  Clarke. 

1877  - S.  W.  St.  John,  G.  M.  Brown,  John  Clarke. 

1878  — Moses  Lane,  G.  M.  Brown,  J.  S.  Dailey,  'Thomas  C. 

Reid,  r(>e  Brown. 

187U  -M.  B.  Tracy,  G.  ?\1.  Brown,  J.  S.  Dailey. 

188(J — M.  B.  'I'racy,  'Thomas  D.  Avery,  Allen  McKenzie. 

1881  -W  ilson  Patterson,  S.  \V.  St.  John,  Allen  McKenzie. 

j The  trustees  elected  since  1882  are  named  as 
' follows:  Allen  McKenzie,  1882;  Frederick  flart- 
man,  1883  to  18S6;  Morgan  F.  Withrow,  1887 
, to  1895;  Henry  Goodenough,  1S84:  Charles  H. 

1 Tracy,  1887,  re-elected  in  1890;  John  A..  Stearns, 
1S89,  1892:  E.  H.  St.  John,  1S93;  John  Hart- 
' man,  1S94;  Albertus  Russell,  1895;  and  E.  H. 
j St.  John,  1896. 

' Treasurers. — Jacob  Minton  was  treasurer  in 

' 1839,  and  for  some  years  later;  while  John  W. 

; Woodbury  was  chosen  in  1845.  The  modern 
I treasurers  are  named  as  follows;  Jay  P.  Lat- 
I shaw,  1877;  john  R.  Hankcy,  1880;  Charles  C. 

1 Potter,  1889;  and  Gus.  H.  Bunkey,  1893. 

I Assessors . — Isaac  Van  Tassel,  Jr. , was  elected 
; assessor  in  1842;  Joseph  R.  Tracy,  in  1S44; 
S.  V7.  St.  John,  in  1844;  and  Caleb  S.  Clark,  in 
1850;  * " Nehemiah  Ordway,  1S77; 

; hemiah  Ordway  and  Albertus  Russell,  1S80; 

1 Nehemiah  Ordway  and  Eli  Wilson,  1S81;  Ne- 
I hemiah  Ordway.  1S84;  A.  S.  Rush  and  James  P. 

''  Woodbury,  1886;  Nehemiah  Ordway  and  A.  E. 

Battles.  1887;  Julius  Walker  and  W.  C.  Battles, 

I 1 888;  C.  E.  Matthews,  D.  W.  Lowell,  E.  E. 
Gundy,  and  Carl  Smith,  D893;  A.  E.  Battles  and 
Carl  Smith,  1894;  .A.  E.  Battles.  Carl  Smith, 
C.  E.  Matthews  and  D.  H.  Lowell,  1895. 

1895,  assessor  Smith  received  a majorit}  vote  in 
East  Plain.  In  1896,  E.  A.  Battles.  W.  M.  Mc- 
Kenzie, A.  Ordway,  and  I).  W.  Lowell,  were 
elected. 

Board  of  Education. — In  1896,  G.  FI. 
Avery,  J.  FI.  Shearer,  Sandford  Low,  and  G.  E. 
Gill,  were  elected. 


I Xitro-Glycerine  Explosion. — Were  a chapter 
j on  tragedies  and  accidents  to  be  written.  Plain 
j township  would  require  very  little  space.  While  it 
I has  not  been  entirely  free  from  them,  nothing 
strikingly  tragic  has  been  enacted  within  its  pres- 
ent lines,  nor  <lid  an  accident  occur,  from  March, 
1849.  down  to  December  6,  1895,  to  mar  the 
quiet  of  the  people.  On  the  latter  date,  the 
Ohio  and  Indiana  Torpedo  Compan\  's  Magazine, 
located  on  the  I'owler  farm,  Section  33,  no  less 
than  520  iiuarts  of  the  stuff  was  in  store  at  the 
' time.  Where  the  little  building  stood,  a hole 
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, ■ he  feet  deep  and  tweiit}  -five  feet  in  diameter  : 
i-i  to  be  seen,  a large  elm,  which  stood  near,  was  ; 
■fied  up  and  fell,  with  branches  downward,  | 
wlide  at  Bowling  Green,  two  and  one-hall  i 
Mvh’S  av';’ay,  windows  were  l>roken  and  buildings  ' 
-ijaken.  Throughout  this  and  adjoining  town-  ! 
diips,  the  concussion  was  felt,  and  the  power  of  ; 
die  explosive  manifested  to  many,  who  heard  ^ 
much  of  it,  but  never  understood  the  terrible  ; 
* iuunical. 

CHURCHES. 


The  church  history  of  Bowling  Green  covers,  ! 
:a  a measure,  that  of  Plain  township.  Meth- 
■dtist  Episcopal  and  a Gongregational  Society 
\u;re  formed  prior  to  the  close  of  1S35,  but  the  i 
members  gave  much  more  attention  to  temporal 
liiaii  to  spiritual  affairs,  for  hard  times,  disap-  i 
IKiintinents  and  sickness  which  they  experienced, 
ju'ccluded  their  desire  of  worship,  and  partially  j 

• iuliod  their  religious  dispositions.  The  advance  I 
of  settlement  was  so  gradual  as  to  be  scarcely  j 
perceptible,  but,  nevertheless,  from  among  the 
-mall  number  of  pioneers,  the  ministers  of  the 
(lospel,  representing  the  Methodist  and  Congre- 
gational denominations,  picked  out  a few  earnest 
men  and  women  and  organized  them  into  classes.  ! 
I'lie  Plain  Church  may  be  credited  as  the  first 
-ociety  organized  in  the  township,  and  Carr's  ! 
■Methodist  class  as  the  second.  It  is  not  known  * 
wliether  the  Methodist  preachers,  named  in  the 
chapters  on  flloom,  Montgomery  and  Perry  town-  1 
diips,  visited  the  settlements  in  Plain,  but  it  is 
known  that,  as  early  as  1836,  Rev.  Austin  Cole- 
m,ui  preached  the  doctrines  of  John  Wesley  at 
Bowling  Green,  and  in  one  or  more  cabins  west 
of  the  I'indlay  road. 

I 'la  in  Coigregational  C/inrch. — The  begin-  I 
■uiiigs  of  this  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  m 
nrirtlnvestern  Ohio,  were  made  in  Plain  town- 
dfip,  November  27,  1835,  t>y  Revs.  Joseph 

Badger,  Isaac  Van  Tassel  and  Benjamin  Wood- 
bury, of  the  first  part,  and  Elisha  Martindale, 
J'Wob  Minton,  Nathaniel  Edgerton,  Mehetabel 
7G)odl)ury,  Philetta  Minton  and  Lydia  Edgerton,  j 
"f  the  second  part.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
jacob  Minton's  house,  near  the  present  Plain 
‘ hurch.  There  Mr.  Badger  presided  as  'node-  1 
t'lor,  with  Mr.  Woodbury,  scribe,  and  there  the 
f o'lfes.sion  of  faith  and  the  articles  of  practice  of  ' 

• he  Preshyterie.s  of  Grand  River  and  Portage  j 
•’•'■re  adoptc'I  for  the  guidance  of  the  little  Church  , 
•'vii  formed  in  the  wihh'rness.  When  it  is  said 


•'at  the  articles  were  adopted,  it  must  be  reinem- 
‘Ted  lliat,  instead  of  the  words  in  the  seventh 
fiicle,  “when  he  has,  not  thus  elected,”  the 


words,  “who  will  not  repent,”  weie  adopted. 
The  second  meeting  was  held  December  5,  1833, 
when  Elliot  WMrner  was  chosen  scribe.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  members  named  above,  there  were 
received  the  following  named:  Martin  and  Nanev 
Warner  and  Clara  Martindale.  Martin  Warner 
was  chosen  deacon,  and,  on  the  date  last  writ- 
ten, the  societ}-  was  fully  organized.  Eight  days 
after,  James  Donaldson  and  Alexander  Pugh 
were  recommended  for  admission,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 3,  1836,  Hannah  Maria,  Robert  W.,  Nathan 
W.  and  William  II.  Minton  were  admitted.  On 
January  4 a meeting  was  held  at  Caleb  North’s 
house,  “across  the  prairie,”  when  the  owner  and 

his  wife  Sarah.  Mar}  Black, Warrier  and 

Robert  Black  were  admitted.  From  that  time 
until  the  close  of  the  year  a number  of  members 
were  enrolled,  namely;  James  and  Eliza  jai'e 
Hutchinson,  Ann  Clarke,  with  Mary  P. . Samuel, 
fr,,  |osep)h,  John  and  Caleb  S.  Clarke,  John 
Whitehead  and  wife,  Isaac  Van  Tassel.  Jr.,  and 
Pheebe  Moore.  In  April,  1836.  the  old  inter- 
preter at  the  mission,  named  King,  was  tried  for 
intemperance  and  suspended.  In  October,  1836, 
a Home  Missionary  Societ}-  was  organized,  to  aid 
the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  On 
March  3,  1837,  Edward  C.  and  Louisa  M.  Mar- 
tindale, and  three  members  of  the  iVinton  fam- 
ily, with  Charles  Castner,  were  examined  for 
admission.  In  March  and  .-\pril,  several  were 
received,  among  whom  were  four  members  of 
the  Black  family,  Roxanna  Woodbury  and  Mrs. 
Gatehouse.  In  the  fall  of  that  year.  Johnson  H. 
and  Mary  E.  Hobart,  Lucia  \h;n  Tassel.  Samuel 
Clarke  and  John  E.  Jenkins  were  admitted.  On 
March  2,  1838,  the  society  resolved  to  build  a 
church,  30x44  feet,  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Section  21,  and  to  petition  for  incorporation. 
The  committee  for  collecting  building  funds  was 
not  appointed  until  January,  1S30,  when  neces- 
sity compelled  the  members  to  act  in  this  matter, 
as  Elisha  Martindale  had  suggested  that,  hence- 
forth, meetings  should  be  held  in  the  new  school 
building,  rather  than  in  his  house,  as  was  then 
the  custom.  Now,  the  Methodists  bv  some 
means  claimed  the  use  of  the  school  house  for 
Sabbath  meetings,  and  the  Congregationalists 
were  compelled  to  return  to  Jacob  Minton's 
house  for  religious  meetings.  In  the  “fifties" 
such  old  settlers  as  John  Evers  and  other-i  'oe- 
came  members.  Rev.  Benjamin  Wotidbmy,  the 
first  pastor,  signed  the  record,  December  7,  18.13. 
for  tlu'  l:i-t  time,  and  twenty-two  days  after  he 
died,  aged  fifty-three  years.  I'or  o\er  ten  years 
he  labored  here,  and  also  in  Milton,  W'est  .Mill- 
grove,  i'Teeport  aiul  Swanton,  where  ho  gath- 
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ered  small  bodies  of  worshipers  and  organized 
churches.  Almost  thirty  years  after  his  death, 
or  September  9,  1875,  a brick  building  was  fin- 
ished, at  a cost  of  $.4., 000,  near  the  site  of  the 
old  one.  Tills,  as  restored  in  1S89-90,  tells  of 
the  progress  of  the  congregation  in  material 
wealth.  The  number  of  members  is  now  (April, 
1895),  ninety-four.  The  clerk,  William  H.  >din- 
ton,  was  present  at  its  beginning,  but  all  the 
others  have  passed  to  their  reward.  The  list  of 
pastors  contains  the  following  names:  Revs. 

T.  P.  Emerson,  P.  C.  Baldwin,  E.  B.  Turner, 

Thornton,  Robert  Hovenden,  William 

Irons,  |ohn  \'etter,  S.  D.  Smith,  A,  J.  Hadley, 

S.  D.  Taylor,  J.  K.  Deering,  I).  Clapp,  Edwin 
Rose,  L,  Kelsey,  William  T.  Richardson,  R.  E. 
Hill,  S.  B.  Beard,  Charles  Shear,  M.  Knowles 
and  the  present  pastor,  Samuel  Crosby.  In 
April,  1864,  this  Church  ceased  to  be  connected 
with  the  Presbytery,  and  in  May,  1865,  J.  W. 
Woodbury  represented  it  in  the  Congregational 
Conference,  held  at  Mansfield. 

Carrs  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  dates 
back  to  pioneer  times.  In  the  scant  records 
found  at  Portage,  and  particularly  in  the  books 
held  by  Mayor  Collin,  of  Tontogany,  mention  of 
this  class  is  made,  while  in  the  sketch  of  the 
Church  at  Bowling  Green,  reference  is  made  to 
it.  At  the  close  of  Mr.  Barkdull's  pastorate, 
there  were  twenty-three  members  in  good  stand- 
ing, while  the  Sabbath-school,  called  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant or  Ridge,  was  carried  on  by  N.  T.  Stratton. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  the 
class  comprised  R.  H.  Bullis  and  wife.  Rev. 
Joshua,  Polly,  Luke  and  Martha  B.  Carr,  Caro- 
line Crandall,  Mary  Bullis,  Martha  Campbell, 
Harriet  Conklin  - and  E.  Towne.  To-day  the 
class  has  an  active  membership  and  regular 
services. 

Lovett's  Grove  Seventh-day  Adve>itist  Church 
elected  trustees  May  3,  1863.  Peter  F.  Ferciot, 
John  Mears  and  Joseph  Ralston  being  the 
members  elect,  with  John  Clarke,  church  clerk.  | 
Among  the  members  were  William  R.  H.  and 
Betsey  H.  Avery,  J.  B.  and  Adaline  Gregory,  | 
Ann  Mears,  Lucy  Clarke,  Rebecca  and  Eliza 
Ferciot,  Oliver  and  ,-\bigail  Mears,  Sylvester 
and  Abigail  Simons,  H.  H.  and  ,\melia  Van- 
Camp,  Harmon  and  Polina  Gregory,  Levi  S. 
Gregory,  Caleb  S.  and  Sarah  Clarke.  Bj’  jan- 
uary  31,  1864,  the  sum  of  .$280  was  subscribed, 
the  men  gave  their  labor  gratis,  and  a few  of 
them  contributed  material,  so  that  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  the  present  frame  house  of  wor.^hip  was 
completefl.  William  ,-\very  was  chosen  trustee 
in  1870,  rvir  Joseph  Ralston;  Oliver  Mears,  J. 


B.  Gregory,  and  H.  H.  Van  Camp,  in  1S76;  J 
B.  Craw,  R.  A.  Boardrnan  and  H.  H.  VanCanm 
in  1879;  James  Kiopfenstein,  in  1881,  for  five 
years:  H.  A.  Craw,  R.  A.  Boardrnan,  and  W.  R. 
H.  Avery.  18S7:  while  in  1889  the  last  named 
succeeded  John  Clarke  as  clerk  of  the  board  ol 
I trustees  when  he.  with  J.  T.  Sweet,  R. 

I Boardrnan,  H.  A.  Craw  and  John  Craw  wort 
i elected  trustees.  Everett  Sweet  took  his  father's 
. place  subsequently,  while,  in  1892,  R;  A.  Board- 
I man  was  re-elected.  Prior  to  1863,  the  Ad\'ent- 
ists  heard  the  message  in  a frame  school  buiid- 
! ing,  which  stood  on  W.  G.  Avery’s  land.  Then, 

^ the  school  house  on  the  Avery  and  Boardrnan 
' farms,  became  the  place  for  meeting,  and  the 
i worshipers  assembled  there  until  1S64.  The 
, membership  in  July,  1895,  si.\ty-four. 

Union  Hill  United  Brethren  Society  is  a 
^ branch  of  the  older  Center  Society.  The  present 
j church  house  was  erected  in  1893.  during  Rev. 

G.  W.  Coss'  pastorate,  when  C.  W.  Thomas.  J. 
N.  Davis,  William  Smith,  J.  H.  Karns  and  W. 

H.  Hair  were  trustees.  The  constituent  mem- 
bers, in  1891,  were  J.  N.  Davis,  class-leader, 
with  the  trustees  named  and  their  wives:  Mrs. 

i Seger,  Mary  Smith,  Mrs.  Withrow,  Philander 
I and  Jane  Stephens,  Mrs.  Snyder,  and  Mrs.  Kate 
' Knouse.  In  1894  W.  H.  Hair  became  class- 
leader,  while  John  Knouse  was  chosen  trustee 
vice].  H.  Karns.  There  were  fifty  nrembers  re- 
ported in  July,  1895. 

The  Spi ritualist  .Society,  in  the  Carr  neigh- 
borhood. claimed  a large  class  in  the  seventies, 

' causing  the  withdrawal  of  many  members  from 
the  Methodist.  United  Brethren  and  Congrega- 
j tional  Societies  of  Plain  and  Bowling  Green, 
i The  seances  and  logic  of  the  preachers  ap^peared 
to  several  men  and  women  to  be  reasonable, and, 
as  a result,  many  who  were  not  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  older  denominational  forms,  adopted 
the  new. 

The  Free  Methodist  Sooiety  erected  a hou^o 
of  worship,  near  the  corners  of  Plain,  Weston 
and  Washington  townships,  in  1881,  Mr.  Adrett 
being  then  pastor.  That  society  merged  into  tlw 
Congregational  Society  sometime  after,  bringing 
title  to  the  frame  of  the  building  with  it.  Tlu- 
Coiisolidated  Church  sideil  the  house,  and  plas- 
tered the  interior.  .\rnong  the  members  were 
Henry  Finkenbinder,  David  Porter,  Mrs.  t'.onklin. 
and  Mr.  Baker  and  wife.  The  house  ultimately 
became  the  properity  of  the  owner  of  the  land. 

The  Christian  L'nion.  organized  a tcw\eais 
ago.  repaired  and  refitted  up  the  church  building, 
in  1888,  and  therein  Rev.  ^fcB^ide  preached  to  i 
small  congregation. 
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CON'CLUSION. 

The  people  of  Plain,  as  shown  in  the  fore- 
j'oiiiu;  record,  have  pursued  the  even  tenor  of 
tiicir  way,  undisturbed  by  feuds  within  their  ter- 
sitory.  The  tax  for  building  a plank  road, 
caused  some  commotion,  as  related  in  the  chap- 
ter on  Roads,  Navigation,  etc.  When  the  clarion 
notes  of  war  rang  out  in  April,  i86i,  patriotism 
wa.s  not  sleeping  in  Plain,  for  old  men  as  well  as 


young  responded  to  the  summons  of  the  Flepub- 
lic’s  President,  and  left  home  and  friends  to 
battle  for  the  Union.  The  roster  and  record  of 
j the  soldiers  of  Plain  are  given  in  the  Military 
chapter.  It  is  in  itself  a history  of  which  the 
people  of  this  division  of  the  county  may  well  be 
proud.  In  other  chapters  of  general  history 
' references  are  made  to  this  township;  while,  in 
; the  pages  devoted  to  biography,  a large  number 
of  family  sketches  are  given. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 


PORTAGE  TOWNSHIP. 

I‘oruLATiox — Township  Organization — Records — Township  Officials — Schools — Pioneers — 
Land  Buyers — Villages  ; Portage  Village — Its  History — Schools — Incorporation — 
Officiai.s — Churches — Societies. 


p«Y^his  division  of  the  county  was  surveyed 
about  the  time  the  surveyors  went  through 
Bloom  and  Liberty.  The  population,  in 
1840,  was  only  199,  increased,  by  1S50, 
to  403;  by  i860,  to  833;  by  1870,  to  1,069;  by 
iS8o,  to  1,434;  ^nd  by  1890,  to  2,328. 

To'iK.msliip  Organization. — The  township,  as 
established  December  3,  1832,  embraced  the 

territory,  now  known  as  Liberty,  Henr}-,  Portage, 
Bloom,  Montgomery  and  Perry  townships;  but, 
cn  March  3,  1833,  Perry  was  detached.  Port- 
age was  not  organized  until  July  20,  1833,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  act  of  establishment  did  not 
gne  satisfaction,  and  that  it  had  to  be  reconsid- 
ered by  the  commissioners.  On  June  3,  1833, 
'■  hen  all  that  part  of  the  organized  township  of 
•Middleton,  known  as  T.  5,  N.,  K.  i i E. , and  so 
iiHich  of  T.  5,  N.  R.  10  E. , as  lies  south  of  the 
line,  dividing  Sections  7,  8,  9,  10,  ii  and  12 
from  Sections  8,  17,  16,  15,  14  and  i3rortwentv- 
four  sections  of  Plain  township;,  was  set  off  un- 
der the  name  proposed  in  1832.  On  July  20, 
'^33.  the  first  election  was  held,  john  Sargent, 
l"-‘iijamin  Cox  and  Thomas  Slight  being  judges, 
■tiul  Joseph  A.  Sargent  and  Josc[)h  Cox,  clerks. 
j'>seph  Cox,  Jacob  Eberly  and  John  Sargent  re- 
t'-ived  iG,  14  and  15  votes,  rc3pecti\ely,  for 
Riutees,  and  were  declared  elected.  |ohn  B. 
•dcKiiight  was  elected  clerk;  Coliister  Ihiskins, 
Peasiirer;  1 homas  Slight,  constable;  Pienjrunin 
•"ind  John  Gallatin,  overseers  of  the  poor; 
rge  Mercer,  supervisor;  .Adam  Phi!li[>s  rc- 


eo 


ceived  6 votes  for  fence-viewer;  Joseph  A.  Sar- 
gent, 9;  Peter  Johnson.  13;  Thomas  Cox,  ii; 
and  John  M.  Jaquis,  3.  The  electors,  outside 
the  men  named,  were  George  Heminger,  Jacob 
Phillips  and  Charles  McLain,  so  that  all  the 
voters,  with  three  exceptions,  were  candidates 
for  office. 

Rt'conis. — The  record  books  of  the  township, 
in  possession  of  the  clerk,  date  back  to  1880,  as 
minute  books  of  trustees,  and  to  1873.  as  minute 
books  of  the  school  board.  P'rom  the  county 
records,  however,  the  names  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  from  1834  to  1895,  'vere  obtained,  and, 
from  documents  in  the  auditor's  office,  the  names 
of  trustees  and  clerks.  A thorough  search  in  the 
township  and  village  of  Portage  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  school  minutes  from  1856  to  1S72, 
and  of  trustees’  records  from  1865  to  1872,  with 
three  miscellaneous  record  books.  They’  were 
discovered  by  Mrs.  Hill,  while  other  valuable 
books  relating  to  Portage  and  Liberty  were  held 
from  the  destroyer  by  Mrs.  Norris.  Erom  all 
available,  authentic  sources  the  following  dates 
and  names  of  township  officials  were  obtained: 

T o\\'  N s H I r o 1-  it  c I .u.s . 

'frii.'itccs.  — In  1841.  James  H.  Scott  ami 
William  DeWitt  arc  named  as  trustees;  in  1848. 
William  Prescott.  David  Cook  and  William  De- 
W'itt;  in  1849,  Nathan  Minard  was  elected,  r’Av 
Cook,  and  with  Joh.nsou  and  I’rescolt  lormed  the 
board  in  1850;  in  1853,  Joh.n  McCrory,  rior 


•iunj'A  .•■'I'l  1' 


.mYJ.if.-»  A\n<>v( 


. 


.'■' 'irf.  i,*4.5J5y'' 
■ ■.» 


f.-i  i-'-i.’.-  U:  i..-  >'  ,:  ' 


'•  >!  ' I., 


' '■■!  V' ;^>;  • ; lo  ari/r-J  )ir'  ■■  ‘.rii.  f.'jwsr'H.q- o /i.ii 

'''  ' ''  ■ -•  jj,r  > (f-  ■ b3<iit)V<Mbm>  ,1^J5V/ 


■ I . ! /'CUi 


!■':  o 


f:  .;,  -:/lJ  :o  .i'fjilq:  y,  ^oi'Xl5^  ’>dT 


!<■  f'i  ,rtoi}bJv:uio>- - io?  r^'i  >hV/| 

. x.-.>,>>b3  ,i‘ivh.  b md'/i  y/s/^  no  rji 


'•••'■■••  b-w-V',*,  .'if:  ■ . '••b;'!  ' * * f ,!:v  11!^  ^IJO  gon  ■^Vv'lo 

u'- m;.;  -rjc  .‘I"' •-.  b',  jib'/r  ..li;  lu' jViij 


11-.:  K 


HUi?7/n(yr 


i 


.Uio-; 


, 1 ■;!  >,'  -.  ^ ..  y .rt  .'J' 


;n'<5y.'i - r/'i  a.;,v({'5  '■‘.oT;:^">?<).fx>^4p;iQ'3 

\.t7  / .•t:>  A ; :i  /T  ; ( j O - 

.i;’rrvn'>o^~-:F:.^n:>avnD-— A-' 

- • ‘ ' I • 

flt  ■ 


; 1 ; '■  j-  ‘ jii  ifOi'l  ,r 


•?■ 


' d lyrhn 

l<  ,iVlo[ 
j ivv  ..{' ji'.ijn'i  n-jus  vr.  ■ 


.*:■  M.r..  J L.v 


uur.b' 


>1.^ 

i .‘J  ' 


*^1  • I 


. b; 

■b  .U.i  L- 


■J  ^ "J  5 ! a i\.t  ,’i  , ;■•  ■) .';’ J o ' / 

. ' . •'.  ;'^o  ^Oi 

>'  '.  'i  i — •>  Vv'“ 'lV:''A 

-;q/w.,>gc>q  H: 
!'it  ?<:!  .:!aoJ  ;jji’pin); 
->  -i'Vi  i'  Ctt  Jo.  «:■{■.  ’C"! 

T.  . P'  Aori. 
i a'ioi! 

.I.’  '.  ■.■dj  ,u  Vn'i-’i 

• .■:■■•■..  Ofij;  a-.5a^*u7j  .io 

•'  ■ b-'-A  ^-.r  to  ;...,  V ifl:S  qi(^n  f/01 

' ■ ■ .-.‘jJlfMI'P  ' 'Olbr  )o  VTjVi/.-.'L 

•■"  ■■  ■■•  ' •'  b 1 ■i')”<)337  AiiyJei'ibbj  bn)? 

bioo/i-j  ^yoannlbberm  “jyuit 
' ■ ■■p'-  i aiu-jw  .i.'  i)  .S'lt/I  vI  i;)3‘jt)^o3sit' 

. ' vir  ifv?  i ;r.  >r.tr(AJ  oi  ■':UycKl 

■ "I'.'jbV;  . t iyvo7':.-'  .?b  bij  rncit 

' •>  ( -j/b  , oi3t/-aiJoh- 

A'aii.j  pA.  vAr/i  Pi'- 'P.’Mo' .jiib'r/avfbr  b^3£, 


p ‘ : -.'PHiP  •■  T1,J: ;-r;''o  i- 


b'  ■ h I . ‘ J.'  ( ’1  * - - 

■ ‘ b'' : ai  .■jof.j’p  ; ' A’  ! . iia/n  v;,,  yia.  j)  ‘7/ 

n -'  'iv/  bar  .V  ■>:.'  b'/f/j  ijoaz'ji'j 
•.■•••':  *.(..aj-.»v5'-,  / biAMb.'  ,;u  nb  / y-. . .j,V. 

pf).*  L:j<',i  o nb:wj  bJ  !-■  !4;  ’ J a'.’r:?  ■••ff'fe  /I'xb.  ' 

va-.  .-A.f/.'j.ot/  mJob  ,j ;; 3 q.  id  . '3/ » i;- 


bsv*)  . tj'irv/,  -)o  aoiar/ib 

■)';)(-. 0 rrii  \v ■•>;;; t ^ndi 3ii3  Inotfs' 

iw  ,.7<  " :.<.Li.  • > ^ si!  . (tvj'Ji.J  Pijjj;  n»ooMi 

,c^y..i"r'.  .b:yacyryni  ,qQ\  '{ino  ,o^Ht  b 
V'f  jt  •,!>/. ; (ci  ;i;/6  oi.-..,058l  01 

lie;,'  c,<>3  .oq^i  '^d  jaifi  .O^Hl 

r.;i  f/r.t  sdT-  — '^VlktVkWT  '■ 

■ 3fi  * b;a,  ndcro  ,Lf.o : .t  nddi^r-od  badaiKIfijw 

, J -^c;’ T'.voVirf Wtvi 

.7>"  ' , iqhi^.rac;  '{'fjii'i ' J>nr3  'i'jmo<^jnol4  .moo'W 

■ 'j'  ‘:.-''f  .b^rioi^t  lb  ‘asv/  •{*!  t »«» 

Viiv.'Q  .iry')  iuiift  bss’irjjsgio  Jan 

io(!  iitL  tnefnr{<-ildjsj.'3  '{.,'.  i^e  oil)  l\fii  foal  oiit  of 
•[-.-no.vy’j  cnj  vJ  bed  jti  fi^ris  .noiiDj&lsiJsR 

■•.  , '>  •?  ‘'nuf^  nO  .ai3noi5?.'!m/]iaD  ariJ ’{■+ b?n?»' 

Sijj  io  iiirfi-llc 

■ r;  Dtu:  . .yi,  ii  51  , , /I  ,T  cf,  awOnil  .fjoJalbbiK. 

:;))  }o  riwofi  sail  ,AJ  oi  .>J  K ,?  :T  Jo  d^oni 

ct  bnjc  u ,oj  .Q  ,8  .t;  r-naUv  'i’nibivib  \?nH 

-vjnav/j  -JO  £ i bris  -jii  ,c  ' .T'  aao'iio^S  in<.al 

■ n.s  Fio  J3S  «£v/- ,(qidsn,v,oJ  nifi’  i ia  2iiorJD-93 'inal 
,0£  vlo(^  aO  2£8j  fjj  f>  A»a<j'^Fq  amin  a<(J  i ;b- 

('irio[  diltjH  wAA  r^jjioj.tla  j«iii  arfl 
-AVyi  q Jfl^rlS  cnnforlT  hnrj  zo'D  fiimfitnaU 

.H>}.Vyi-<  rfqj>3o[  bfis/  mpoqTivP*  .A bo^* 

. Ji  udo|_  hni  . '{fiiwjqi 

Ti'i  ,g9jqv  :j  r bne  4*,I;  dOi 

J-J  ;iao.j  „,bo5;i.3la  b»‘iiiiq'r:i  -yji/'/r  bnc 

.f*  ;:i  nil  Tjjr  -I  t>3  ;>Jibl5  1 dJnafy  ?«’W 
.ruYffeii’iH''!  )iJsfiqD'  ,a;^;i$  eamofIT  ,■» r 
r 7 adJ  i'  aie^aifVu  nflo|^  bn#: 

-■i--*  >qaiv,"!'4  lOrtbA  noah'Twqua  .laoisM  ay'**'-''**' 


390 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


' Prescott;  in  1854,  John  Johnson  and  David  i 
Cook  were  chosen;  in  1858,  John  Johnson,  Jacob 
Danterman  and  William  Graham;  and,  in  1850, 
Aaron  S.  Dresser  was  elected,  vice  Graham, 
while  John  Johnson  was  re-elected  in  i S60.  The 
trustees,  elected  from  1863  to  1878,  were  S.  L. 
Sargent,  J.  Z.  Smith  and  J.  G.  Patterson,  1863;  i 
Jacob  Dauterman,  Lewis  Long  and  T.  J.  Vos-  ' 
burg,  1864;  James  Teller,  A.  L.  Stevens  and  ' 
Jacob  Dauterman,  1865-66;  Lewis  Long,  T.  J,  ! 
Vosburg  and  James  Teller,  1S67;  Jonas  Hamp- 
shire, elected  vice  Long,  in  i868;  T.  |.  Wsburg,  i 
James  Teller  and  Lewis  Long,  1869,  1870  and  ' 
1871;  Jacob  Danterman,  with  Vosburg  and  ; 
Teller,  1871  and  1872;  Teller,  Long  and  Vos-  : 
burg,  in  1873-74;  Teller,  Long  and  Geo.  Hamp- 
shire, in  1875-76;  Andrew  Welton;  William  i 
Caris  and  S.  Wilcox,  in  1877;  John  Miller  served 
in  1878,  but,  resigning  in  November,  John  Shoup 
v»'as  appointed,  and  with  J.  C.  Eberly  and  Miller,  ! 
re-elected,  served  until  April,  1879.  The  elec-  | 
tions  since  that  time  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  ’ 
following  named  citizens  as  trustees:  1879,  J.  C. 
Eberly,  R.  P.  Hillard,  G.  P.  Gorton;  1SS0-81, 
John  Johnston,  Thomas  W.  Knight,  Sr.,  R.  P.  ' 
Hillard;  1882,  Thomas  \Y.  Knight,  Sr.,  Nathan 
Morse,  C.  Ensminger;  1883,  John  Johnston,  Jr. 
Reuben  Hillard,  Nathan  Morse;  1S84,  John  John- 
ston, Jr.,  Wilson  Solether,  John  Troxell.  Dr.  T. 
W.  Knight,  7'ice  Solether;  1885,  George  W. 
Stearns,  John  Troxell,  John  Johnston;  18S6,  J. 
W.  Cole,  John  Johnston,  B.  Odell. 

In  1887,  B.  Odell  was  elected  for  a term  of 
three  years;  in  1888,  A.  J.  Schauweker;  in  1S89, 
Philip  McCrory;  Daniel  Mears  appointed,  z'icc 
Schauweker,  August  30,  1889;  in  1890,  Lewis 
Shinew,  George  Hampshire,  William  Musser;  in 
1891,  William  Musser;  in  1892,  Daniel  Mears, 
Jr.;  in  1893,  Lewis  Shinew,  James  Teatsworth, 
vice  William  Musser,  resigned;  in  1894,  Jacob 
Spockey,  and  in  1895,  Daniel  Mears,  Jr.;  1896, 
James  Teatsworth. 

Justices. — The  justices  were  John  Sargent, 
1834;  John  Groves,  1834;  John  B.  McKnight,  ! 
1835,  resigned  in  1837;  John  Cox,  1837;  Nathan 
Minard,  1839-42-48-51;  Joseph  Cox,  1S40; 
Francis  Carothers,  1841;  James  B.  Scott,  1846 
(did  not  qualify);  Bailey  Clough,  1847-51; 
James  McFadden,  1850  to  1859;  Henry  \'an- 
Schuter,  1855;  Samuel  Johnson,  1855;  Joseph 
P.  Bisbee,  1858  (did  not  (lualify);  N.  L.  Besan- 
son,  i859  and  1889;  J.  P.  Bisbee,  1861.  1864,  to 
1882;  Eli  Philh[is,  1863;  RoI)crt  McMahan,  (865; 
B.  N.  Gibson,  i8f’i6;  Roliert  McMahan,  1868  to 
1880;  R.  C'.  P.dter,  1S72;  Daniel  Mears,  1083, 
’86;  Henry  Thrailkill,  1885,  (died  in  1890);  1 


Philip  Spackey,  1890;  Tliomas  C.  McEwen, 
1890,  died  early  in  1894;  Nathan  L.  Besanson, 
1892;  Daniel  Mears,  Sr.,  1894;  \V.  Est- 
erly,  1895;  T-  Hickerson  was  chosen  m 1894 
to  serve  until  1897. 

Clerks. — John  B.  McKnight  appears  ro  havt; 
served  as  clerk  until  the  fall  of  1835.  The  next 
incumbent  was  William  IVercer,  who  served  until 
1844,  when  Elisha  Hanson  was  elected.  A.  B. 
Sayler  served  as  clerk  the  same  year;  William 
Mercer  was  elected  in  1846;  Bailev  Clough,  in 
1848;  James  Mcl'adden,  in  1851;  A,  Van  Blar- 
CLim,  in  1858:  N.  L.  Besanson,  i860;  Edliott 
Eberly,  1863;  Robert  McMah.an,  1 865-  72 : S.  P. 
Harrison,  1873;  Robert  McMahan,  1S74;  C.  C. 
Soule,  1875;  John  Halsey,  1876-80;  Andrew 
Welton,  appointed  in  March,  1882;  Thomas  W. 
Knight,  Jr.,  18S2;  N.  L.  Besanson,  1883;  and 
John  Johnston,  Jr.,  1894,  re-elected  i S96. 

Treasurers . — Collister  Haskins,  the  first 
treasurer,  was  succeeded  by  Jacob  Eberly,  who 
served  until  1852,  when  John  H.  DeWitt  was 
elected.  Collister  Haskins  was  re-elected  in 
1853,  and  served  until  1S62,  when  John  Johnston 
was  elected.  Jacob  Eberly  served  from  1864  to 
1873;  D.  Housley  was  elected  in  1873:  D.  S. 
Boyd,  1875;  Jonas  Hampshire,  1878;  Robert 
Miller,  1880;  L.  N.  Lembrich,  18S6;  Andrew  A. 
Ensminger,  18S8;  and  N.  Lembrich,  the  pres- 
ent (1889)  treasurer. 

Assessors. — William  Mercer,  who  was  asses- 
sor in  1842,  is  said  to  have  held  the  office  for 
some  years  before,  James  H.  Scott  succeeding 
him  in  1844,  and  \\’iliam  DeWitt,  elected  in 
1848,  served  some  years;  Darwin  Weaver,  1865; 
E.  A.  \Vilson,  1868;  Lewis  Dienst,  1873;  Daniel 
Mears,  1877-S3;  Erastus  Musser,  1883;  J.  F. 
Wollam,  1885,  William  A.  Esterly,  1886:  Will- 
iam Caris,  1888;  William  A.  Esterly.  18S9  to 
’94;  W.  A.  Esterly,  D.  C.  Whitehead  and  I'rcd 
W.  Lembrich,  1894;  E'.  Lembrich.  A.  J. 
Hickerson  and  J.  H.  Kuhlman,  1S95;  N.  'S'. 
Wirebaugh,  Nathan  Morse  ami  A.  J.  Hicker- 
son, 1896. 

In  1872,  a petition  was  presented  to  the 
trustees  of  Portage,  asking  them  to  call  an  elec- 
tion to  vote  for  and  against  the  appropriation  of 
$12,500  aid  to  the  Colmidnis  N:  Toledo  Railroad 
Co.  Teller,  Long  and  X’osburg,  the  trustees, 
granted  the  petition,  but  in  the  record  book, 
fouml  in  the  marshal's  house,  at  Portage,  theie  is 
no  record  of  the  vote. 

.SeJiool  '/'rusfees.  - -In  1896  the  school  trustees 
of  Portage  township  wore  Nathan  Nb'rse,  I-.  N. 
Lembrich,  Thomas  bhinew,  G.  W.  Simmons. 
W.  H.  Plant/,  William  Caris,  Harvey  Bateson, 


.o.uvo. 


, , '■  :'i:  ''It/  v 

^ .-r  k 

",  ' •■  , r-.  ...j'l  :■.■■:  -i  - 

if  j 1 ; , f 1 ' ■ ! , 1 • / 


' - ■ 1 ..  .'  ..  V 

1 '■ 

. /.  -1  ■• . i.  ■ ,'4 

r 

, / ' , „•■•,  ' 

, ,;<5  ..• 

Y,. 

.•  , '-h 

' 'I'p  ■’' 1 ,•»  1 ,1.7 0 

k-o?o7 

* , , i 

- ' ;;  a ,';;i  : 

' ' 

, - . i-l . ' .'  r '■  J 1 ’ 'f  , ■ 

, : 

• , • v'  . /*  •!.'  ;a  ; , 

■■  i ^,rdd 

} j •■  , 

■ . - 1 " 

■A  .iw. 

■'ll  ■'.  ■ A 

•..1  . : fir.;  ...' 

47  'bne 

A'  ' 1. n : - 

.;  ,r'  ti.l '.  in  ,'y  1 < ■ 

'i-n  .b'A.o'/y 

' r r 

'■  ' .A..  'i.Abi 

1 4 (-■;  . . i.'Y  , ,.  I.  , ,." 

i,  M.v\ 

•I'J.'i'"!  ■ .Ol'.'.'liC  1 .1 -' - . 

'.  i-  • ■ 

1:1  f c:  ■ i 

. 

: 

■:  ' -.  • Y-bb 

j'  AUJ  _ |■vY."f^S 

■;  ' 

..,1  :.:AlIr 

• i . I.'.A  ,'Y'b 

'/  . ■ i ■,'  ; ,1 

: , . '.  ? ■"• ' ; .)HY  ‘i  '0  f'i 

[■J'-.  h.i'iXj  4,  C^  .l 

.1  .-  ■ : ■ i!  1 

-..I-,:  .'A  ,A.i  ’ -i.f 

AfaV.' 

.-  . : ■ ••  . 1 . 

»* 

: ■ .1-, 

i.'  .G  477 J 

•i  . ^ 

'll i!.;.i  l >i^r-  ; : 

£\8f  ..Kv-,A! 

- . f\..  r r.  ■ ' 

- ■ 1 '!•'  t iW  ,iv  j . •■•  . w 1 

:o88; 

,:  / ,J  hit j;  ••  j 

.'it' if) 01 5 ' 

i!'i  t .-.■.•■ioh'.  f?:-siK'  YU  i-. 

■'  ■:  t.';,'  'Y  Yii.;;  ai  ('I  v-r,  ' 

, ;.  . •;  a ?««>■(  'YnO« 

>•.■.  .S’.'/  j'  ..til  (f/'  L'if,  ,;4^i  ti(  f-iii 

-...■•  ’■  byo-iofe  ,8f8i 

' t . '-  il./iCi'  Y V'-V  ' , • '•  ; ..A  .J* 

•:  , : .I'U-;:'’/  t V'  * 

‘ • i'  >■  1 iJ  nij':''  ■ ■■f ' // 

• I-  :■■■:>  (.■  ■r;;i7/  • ■:  < .•  < i,aD'  mst 

, '.iY.  ’ ' '-t  'k-i^yj-kd  ./.  .7/  ,-4’ 

:■/  l,fv  i .77  'f  _Y.)  -V/ 

' . . , ,U  . !.  i.>o«  .'ioaro/li.;  11 

,J\Oe 

vtH  i;  A ilii  rih:h  nj 

t (:  iijv>  0-!  Av-fij 

l><  rt< li j/:iT'']":qc{C  ofll  Jf.ni f'nii  noij 

! A', ,,a  h'l;  uOt.s:^ 

■ Ofij  ,;..i'|il^/i  /•  ! .'|i’  ,1  (I'jJ  , 

■!''.c<{  hiyOYi  -jAl  :a'  t,'-i  ■:>  .,■  h.oiniV!:; 

03-jn’  . Oil- 'To‘-'  Jr.  ni  hiKv.'l . 

,.oji.v  • ;?J  hj  tiioOOT 

"-.i'"!.*  !' ■'  ill  I c^'(  ' n[-  . I'l  <'••  '1  \y‘y' >(^  • 

.'/.  ,J  y-ioR  “tJO-'i  ►.  UfidioH  U> 

,a((niru:uA  .7/  .0  Ya.-i.iT  AovuUn.yl 

.r-aaoJrH  vavi'.M  ,ahO  natUhV/  .RjircFi 


la/4^0  biMi  nu<tii;f(.rt  P'  ‘JioozqtH  ‘ 

ai  . ; ioaud?*  ■'I’t.oi*/  /IpoO 
i Ill  OB/ino^yi:*'! 

.aa.driD  ymy  ha, Yolo  jo^y  n<7  .'d  itoicA 

I ' ■*4")  ,i,7  aj  V ilfto^  tilillw  ^ 

,»(  A o;v,  v ••;  f "'o;  i.-ihoob  ..hy^iasnJ^ 

• f i_v,:  j|i»«T,3Y:. f .[  .'ijia..:  A I 

-ap7  j '.T  ' f . ral//y.,l  . .'nfar  ja^'bf;CV;do3^l_' 

hfW  . ...T  f.  .-!YbT 

I,  .7  ii-v.’-l  :<x>  doiiflV 

:~08i‘  'ivH-jT  '‘•oik I’’  hftn  ^ioi2(.eoV- 
b'  j ( .T  ai  .gn>Yi  ^ .va  Imtoylv,  ,4i(ifa 

i.;!K  r!-;8  r .'.vtas-i  ■-i  .'i'o.I  lim>  i:(!IoT 

■ ifjiv/  .iifiYi'i':' 'lufl  ; I'v'S »• 

• ':  " 1;  n lY-  uauJ  ' . rilbt  ; ':'^8 1 b;u'  '‘i > '"loliaT 

-O'-ij;'!  ,oY.  ‘ /-.II-jT  \ l\dx  ul  ,^iyd 

fiusiiV//  ..sV'ibV/'  'trsibnk  i'li' 

Aov:  ,; 4X^7"  ni. .if.  hnx) 

q:n-r.Vk  ad'.'l,  .lodisiY/cA/.  i.i  yninsteo'i  .iucf  ai 

,ti-Url/.  bfiA. Vb‘.2',;-i  (iiiv/ jai.B  .h'jliuotjqfi'aivr; 

v.-yfo' oftT.  :’V  ' ''Kj7 -li/uu  I^qi'fr  \botoqt4-!n 
,il  v ia  :;)Y'.  d.'  &v.h  iti'bdJfoiirt  !nfii  'bonie  encrjJ 
D .]  Y'\'7!  ’■noM-Uo  homivn. jlnmolfo^ 

.i:;  o8Ai  .uon‘'>C)  -d.  7)  ‘i  ,M  ,'{hodH 

,'i  :!  ,'.  id  ..-'iouKA  .77  aiifhoj:  r .ncdsnrio^^  fJdol^ 
kxHr-/  ,.tk,  .4*;^,.. 1/1  777  iiirnof!'r7-88r  jbicItfH 
■:f  .iH'J'i.nfii  d ixd<'{  488:1'  ; ,C)/,o^6M 
-aViyJ^  nHo[  4X81  ;4?.ioIA  ,1  ifilliH  ita&UpH 

.'//  oVi"oD  4ji8'  4pilr-ilc?^  -ikn  :W 

,|  ,b':8i  .rto.riido^  ’fidp[  firfoT  ,8ims>J8 

.-H  .npiaiuio'l,  nrioj  ,0lat)  .V/ 
lo  'rr.  t X.  ■‘i..!  hoJoohj  ac/v  [bh.O  4il  ,^88r'nl’‘ 

ni  AfV'Ojsdoi '4^  /.',h82,>  ru  tai.s'O'fooirt} 
Av:  rnf.-M  .'.arrG  ;V  jpi'')ci44 

•d  !J^^d  ,ooB:  iii  , . A'.,  JaifpiiA  .lojlo.vaihffog 

iii  iinafir//  ,^/;6hiff2 

,.yjy..1/.  ,'-p83  ;»i 

..i.tt  iv/<3i’,oT  iyrrtb[  .v^on'.iS  ab/yJ  ,r(>3rahV4.l 
d'..>:*.Yi  >ni  ;baf%ia»:’  .sosauM  ftTRilU'// 7>v.vs 

,&-iut'U  biiiiiG  ,?4)d!  jJl  biu.  y{'3>1>CK}2 
.r!no'<val£aX  a9rni>(, 

JiiomiiY  nrIo|_  a^Dv.'  5i.o'7P!ji  odT — . 

.}f\d  \7:'U  .rj  fiiioV  .SfO’/oiO  hdot  j>£8i 

daik'/  rj.^t  ,/.oO  nr!i  [ ;7;e,3i’  ni  byagia^  4481 
, Oi.y.  i ./.o  j xlqoeo[  ; i ? - 84- .. ^.48 1 .'faiBiiiM 
b|./i  ,Wo32  -G  esmbi  4481  .aiorlkpsD  abnxiiH 
,d:;gfJon  '4>l!Kn  :(vlil^jup. 

, p:/.'  n-:iphl^  bbOrf  I ,,tr9bh«')3M  eslju;[, 

ih/:--i  ; ,4'r8i  .xioanHdt  .'Idoa  /b'Judtja 

■‘ifTr..-.  * -i  -fC  , ixhtfil.>p  ion  ipii>;  ^2.81  ,'9i><Jci3  .4 
’.tvbVi'.  ' ,oa'.leiQ,i.S  ;[  ;o83V'0njGi?<'3r  ,no2 

,f.c>8i',«Vjiiari4  «3  \tm 

i l'  7.'  >i  , ti,>«j{r.lA5l7.  i'io'Cv''d  0A8!  .noadiO 
78A/  biuijO  4A8i  .lyfibiM  ;o88l 

P4'G«'v8b,di,  bpib)  8881  4884  ,iaiilifinriT piiaoH  ^,08’ 


WOOD  COJJJSTY,  OHIO. 


mn 


A.  L.  Pollard,  John  Vosburg,  William  Hagamire, 
and  George  Shiple. 


Schools. — P'rom  an  old  record  book  found  in 
I).  L.  Hill’s  house,  long  after  the  first  search  for 
township  books  was  made,  it  is  learned  that 
Samuel  Johnson,  W.  C.  Underwood,  and  Aaron 
S.  Dresser,  were  members  of  the  school  board, 
in  session  at  the  Johnson  school  house,  April  21, 
1856.  At  that  time  a $250  building  was  author- 
ized for  District  No.  5,  while  a house  in  District 
No.  I,  was  reported  nearly  complete.  In, July, 
Collister  Plaskins  presented  a deed  of  the  lot  on 
which  the  house  in  No.  i was  built,  his  school 
tax  being  cancelled  in  recognition  of  his  liber- 
ality. A house  was  erected  in  District  No.  4, 
that  year.  In  1837,  Daniel  Mercer.  Lewis  Long, 
George  Amos,  Joseph  Smith  and  Samuel  John- 
son, formed  the  board  of  education.  Daniel 
Shoffstall  and  Joseph  Bisbee  were  riiembers  in 
1858;  J.  A.  Creps,  Joseph  Smith,  Matthias 
Shoup  and  George  Tyson,  in  1860.  with  Nathan 
Pickett  and  N.  L.  Be.sanson.  In  April,  1862, 
there  were  288  children  in  the  six  districts;  Jacob 
Dauterman  was  a member  of  the  board  in  i860, 
while  Jonas  Parmenter  was  elected  in  1S63.  In 
1870,  there  '■vere  eight  districts,  each  with  its 
school  house. 

The  board  of  education  in  April,  1873,  was 
presided  over  by  J.  P.  Bisbee,  who,  with  the  fol- 
lowing named  clerks  of  Districts,  was  present  at 
the  Center  school  hou.se — David  Brown,  Lewis 
Long,  James  Teller,  William  Musser,  George 
Gorton,  I).  S.  Boyd,  S.  J.  Turner  and  John  M. 
Bevard.  The  school  directors  elected  in  April, 
named  in  the  numeral  order  of  districts,  w'ere  Ster- 
ling Wilcox,  Lewis  Long,  John  Deuel  and  James 
Teller  fNo.  3);  George  Gorton,  D.  S.  Boyd 
(No.  6);  A.  Legron  (No.  6);  and  C.  Ensminger 
(No.  6 J ; Elias  Davidson,  Jacob  Esterl}’ and  S.  J. 
Turner  ( No.  81;  and  John  M.  Bevard  ( No.  Qj. 
The  funds  for  the  nine  districts,  then  in  hand, 
amounted  to  $920,  while  the  tax  levy  authorized 
was  four  mills.  In  1 874.  there  was  a general 
change  made  in  the  directors,  and  this  svstem  of 
electing  new  men  annually  appears  to  have 
taken  root.  In  1877,  the  house  in  District  No. 
2 was  built.  John  Johnston  was  president  of  the 
board  in  1878,  and  Jonas  Hampshire,  treasurer, 
in  1879,  with  J.  M.  Ifevard,  president.  In  the 
hist  named  year  a building  was  erected  in  Dis- 
Irict  No.  6.  New  buildings  were  the  rule  during 
the  ensuing  decade,  such  as  that  of  District  7, 
in  1 886— Districts  8 and  o being  given  new  school 
houses  at  its  close.  George  Shaffer  was  then 


president  of  the  board.  In  1890,  the  school 
house  at  Mungen  was  built  by  L.  H.  Murray  for 
$729;  the  brick  house  in  District  No.  i,  was  sold 
to  the  trustees  ofothe  Methodist  Church  for  $75. 
a condition  being  that  said  trustees  sliould 
donate  a half  acre  adjoining,  for  a school  build- 
ing. In  1891,  the  house  for  District  No.  12 
was  built  by  W.  H.  Plant/,  for  $644,  and  in 
1892  a new  house  was  erected  in  District  8,  bv 
I Plantz,  for  $771.  In  1894,  N.  Morse,  L.  N. 

; Lernbrich,  J.  Shiiiew,  G.  Mb  Simmons,  Michael 
Durand,  William  Caris,  Henry  Adams,  A.  Pol- 
I lard,  John  Vosburg,  Ezra  Herninger,  and 
John  T.'  Mitchell,  represented  the  eleven  di^- 
i tricts.  In  June,  1895,  Eva  Pugh,  Ida  Gorton, 

'1  Erastus  Musser,  I^ewis  Leitner,  Andrew  Roper, 

I Mrs.  E.  E.  Buzzard  and  Ida  Mollencop,  rvere 
j employed  as  teachers,  leaving  Districts  Nos.  i . 3 
i and  3 over  for  further  consideration.  John 
I Johnston,  director  for  many  years,  is  now  clerk 
I of  the  board  of  education. 

i Pioneers. — The  main  body  of  the  pioneers  of 
: Portage  came  in  1S33-37.  When  the  fall  elec- 
tions of  1833  were  held,  there  were  only  seven- 
teen voters  in  the  original  township,  all  of  whom 
cast  their  votes  for  John  E.  Hunt,  then  candi- 
date for  State  senator.  Mhthin  the  ensuing  six 
years,  many  came  to  share  in  the  jcys  and  sor- 
rows of  the  pioneers,  so  that,  in  the  spring  of 
1839,  there  were  thirty-sei'en  adult  males  found 
within  its  boundaries  by  the  assessor.  The 
names  listed  are  as  follows:  Daniel  Adams, 
i John  Pizel,  Daniel  Booth,  \'ictory  Clark. 

1 Thomas  Cox,  P'ranc's  Carothers,  Zadock  Henry, 

I Benjamin  West,  Israel  Cowden.  Aaron  Dresser, 
John  Davis,  John  Dudley,  Benjamin  Henry. 
Jacob  Eberly,  Daniel  Stearns,  Loring  Faros, 
William  Graham,  Elisha  S.  Harrison,  Henry 
Musser,  Peter  Johnson,  b\'il!iam  Lyons,  Samuel 
Mendal,  John  iNlercer,  Samuel  Musser,  Daniel 
Pratt,  Caleb  Mercer.  William  Mercer,  Michael 

Musser,  McGaffey,  Nathan  Minard,  J(.din 

Musser,  Robert  Piper,  Edward  Palmerton,  Adam 
Ross.  Jeremiah  \’angilder,  Henry  \'an  Benschot>r 
and  Preston  Whitacre.  John  \'an  Blarcum 
came  in  1840,  buying  Ephraim  Simons'  improve- 
ments. 

It  is  said  that  'Squire  McKnight,  who  was 
electeil  a justice  of  tire  peace  in  1833.  died  i:i 
1837,  and  was  buried  in  what  is  now  kno''Vn  .i.-> 
; the  Sargent  cemetery,  west  of  I’ortagc  vdlacc. 

I being  the  first  adult  who  died  in  the  town.slup 
' Two  or  three  chiKiren  preccdci,!  him  to  ih.  .c 
! ground  to  tenant  the  first  giaves.  Dewitt's  wife 
i was  buried  there  in  1841.  John  Wrinklekcv. 
i soUlier  of  1812,  is  said  to  have  been  intmied 
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there,  but -others  say  that  he  and  James  Mc- 
Mahan, a soldier  of  the  Mexican  war,  were 
buried  in  the  Portaye  cemetery. 

Laud-Buyers . — The  early  land-buyers  in  Port- 
age township  are  named  as  follows,  the  descrip- 
tion of  purchase  and  date  being  given; 

John  Johnston,  S.  V\’.  S.  8,  Nov.  29,  1838. 

John  Snrgent.  S.  S.  \V.  S.  4,  Mar.  10,  1886. 
lohn  Gallatin,  ,N'.  \V.  N.  W.  S.  o.  June  18,  1888. 

Jacob  Eberly,  S.  W.  N.  W.  S.  o.  Nov.  22,  188:1. 

Jac(jb  i'hillips,  N.  E.  N.  \V.  Stc.  8,  May  2,  1888. 

Collister  Haskins,  S.  \V.  ,S.  \V.  S.  6,  Dec.  6,  1882. 

John  Co>;,  E.  S.  E.  S.  6,  Dec.  G,  18:12. 

John  B.  .McKnight,  S.  E.  .S.  \\  . S.  G,  Oct.  7,  18:1:1. 

M'iliiam  Robinson,  X.  X.  E.  S.  G,  Oct.  15,  IB.Tl. 

William  Schell,  S.  X.  W.  S.  6,  July  28,  18:14. 

Ephraim  Simmons,  X.  .S.  W.  S.  G,  Oct.  8,  18:15. 

I'ranci.s  Carothers,  Pt.  S.  \V.  S.  7,  Oct.  21,  18:>1. 

John  Wonder,  E.  X.  W.  S.  8,  Mar.  15,  18:16. 

John  Osborn.  S.  W.  S.  10,  June  9,  18:14. 

Adam  Ross,  W.  S.  W.  X S.  E.  S.  W.  S.  18.  June  18,  18:1:1. 
John  Mercer,  S.  E.  S.  IS,  Sep.  9,  18:>1. 

David  M.  Lyon.s,  X.  E.  S.  IS,  Oct.  25,  18:18. 

Caleb  fiercer,  X.  X.  E.  S.  19,  Xov.  11,  ls:l-l. 

Daniel  ?>Iinniu,  E.  S.  W.  S.  25.  .Ap.  5,  i8:lG. 

Josejth  S.  Dresser,  X.  E.  X.  W.  S.  25,  Xov.  8,  1836. 

John  Snider,  X.  S.  E.  S.  20,  Oct.  10,  1880. 

Thomas  McFadden,  X.  W.  X.  W.  S.  :10,  Jan.  25,  1886. 
Mahlon  Whitacre,  S.  E.  S.  E.  S.  81,  Xow  29,  18:18. 

Preston  Whitacre,  S.  E.  .S.  W.  S.  :12,  July  14,  18:14. 

William  St.  John,  Pt.  X.  W.  S.  84,  Dec.  9,  1885. 

Henry  Van  Benchoter,  S.  W.  S.  85,  Sep.  22,  1885. 

Andrew  Moore,  Pt.  X.  W.  S.  :!G,  June  12,  18:15. 

William  Graham,  S.  S.  E.  S.  :1G,  Nov.  12,  18:14. 

VILI..AGES. 

Jerry  City,  which  is  partly  in  Bloom  and 
partly  in  Portage,  is  referred  to  in  the  history  of 
the  former  township.  Turner  & Orr’s  planing 
mill  is  one  of  the  industries  on  the  Portage  side 
of  the  line,  and  on  that  side  also  is  the  post  office. 

Woodbury  was  surveyed  by  Hiram  Davis 
May  4,  1837,  for  John  Thompson,  Henry  B. 
Gibson  and  jabez  B.  Larwili,  on  the  line  be- 
tween Ranges  10  and  i i,  at  thecornersof  Town- 
ships 3 and  4.  A post  office  was  established 
there  prior  to  survey,  of  which  Joseph  Madden 
was  postmaster  in  1862.  The  story  of  the  old 
village  is  told  in  the  history  of  Henr}'  township, 
and  references  made  to  the  place  in  the  chapters 
on  Liberty  and  Bloom. 

Mituyeu  was  surveyed  by  \V.  H.  Wood  for 
Philander  McCrory,  in  Sec.  30,  T.  4,  K.  ii,  in 
May,  1888.  Twenty  years  before  that  survey,  a 
post  office  was  established  at  the  old  Mungen,  in 
Liberty  townshij;,  w ith  Edwin  Gorton,  postmaster 
where  the  w'idow  of  James  McCrory  now  lives. 
Mr.  Gorton  carried  on  the  office  there  until 
about  1885,  when  he  removed  it  to  Trombley, 
where  lie  carried  it  on  for  about  two  years,  when 
P.  McCrory  remo\ed  it  to  Mungen.  P.  Mc- 
Crory served  from  1887  dowm  to  August,  '.889, 
when  J.  C.  France  succeeded  him.  In  June, 


1892,  J.  F.  Weisinger  w’as  appointed.  P.  Mc- 
Crory was  the  first  merchant,  building  the  house 
which  has  since  been  used  as  station  and  store, 
Foster  Drehr  & Co.,  the  successors  of  McCrory. 
being  the  merchants  at  that  point.  In  1890,  J. 
F.  We  isinger  built  the  store  room  in  the  village. 

The  great  fire  of  October  27,  1895,  which 
started  on  the  edge  of  the  village,  burned  a strip 
nearly  a mile  wude,  extending  tw'o  miles  north- 
east from  Mungen.  The  reporter  for  the  Com- 
mercial o\  Toledo,  estimated  the  loss  at  $150,- 
000.  The  Sun  Oil  Company  lost  nine  derrick.s, 
four  tanks  and  a boiler-house;  the  Palmer  Oil 
Company,  twelve  derricks,  several  tanks  and 
other  property:  the  Ohio  Oil  Company,  four  der- 
i ricks  and  other  property;  Ralf  Bros.,  several 
derricks  and  buildings,  while  a number  of  smaller 
operators  lost  in  proportion. 

Six  Points  is  the  capital  city  of  the  south- 
east quarter  of  the  towmship — the  center  of  its 
commercial  and  spiritual  interests.  The  firs: 
business  house  w'as  that  of  Af.  J.  Turner.  wTm 
was  merchant  and  postmaster  for  a long  term, 
and  carried  on  business  in  the  house  now  owned 
by  J.  B.  Bisbee.  The  P'rankfort  store,  which 
stood  w'here  is  now  the  Pollard  store,  was  the 
next  large  building.  It  was  used  down  to  its  de- 
struction b}'  file.  In  1890,  A.  L.  Pollard 
erected  his  present  house,  which  is  one  of  a few- 
built  within  the  last  decade. 

In  1870,  the  United  Brethren  house  of  wor- 
ship was  raised  a short  distance  south,  at  Mt. 
Zion:  eastw'aid,  across  the  township  line,  the 
German  Baj)tists  built  another  church;  the  divis- 
I ion  in  the  Mt.  Zion  Society  led  the  way  for  a 
third  church  house,  and  the  organization  of  the 
Portage  Center  Methodist  class,  for  a fourth  in 
1895.  All  may  be  called  Six  Points  churches. 

I though  the  village,  itself,  contributes  very  few 
ntembers  to  any  or  all  of  them. 

The  postmasters,  so  far  a.s  memory  of  old 
residents  or  the  records  found  in  the  office  tell, 
w'ere  M.  J.  Turner,  Geo.  W.  Redman,  |.  B. 
Bisbee,  Peter  Hummel,  who  held  the  office  iit 
1887,  Adam  L.  Pollard  in  1889,  and  J.  R.  Bate- 
son, who  was  appointed  in  1893. 

The  country  tributary  to  Six  Points  is  fertile, 
and  the  agriculturists  thrifty  and  prosperous. 
The  extension  of  the  oil  field  in  the  direction  of 
the  \illage,  and  the  activity  in  the  field  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1895,  have  been  partic- 
ularly beneficial  to  the  villagers  anti  farmers  of 
the  territory. 

The  Bethel  M.  Iv.  Church,  north  of  Six 
i Points,  in  School  District  No.  1,  was  organized 
I in  1892  with  the  following  named  meinbers: 
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I^aac  Kiihn,  Luther  Kuhn,  Nathan  Morse.  A.  C.  i 
W.iiker,  Fred  Hetninger,  John  Christeller  and 
si'i-ir  wives,  with  Fannie,  Gertrude  and  James 
\!  iise,  Martha  Shoup,  Frank  Heminger,  Marion 
Htste,  Clara  Lain,  William  and  Elizabeth  Douge, 
i.nd  Clvdc  Walker.  Rev.  Charles  Hoag  may  be 
said  to  have  organized  the  Church.  Rev.  Linzell, 

Tontog'any,  succeeded  him;  then  came  Mr. 
W’inters,  Mr.  Shreves  and  Mr.  l>arker.  Isaac  | 
Kuhn  is  the  class-leader.  The  average  attend-  : 
.itiee  at  Sunday-school  is  about  thirty.  The  ; 
!)iick  church  was  originally  the  school  house  of 
district  No.  I,  as  told  in  the  school  records. 

1 he  .society  added  a frame  tower  belfry  and 
v-hancel. 

The  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of  Portage 
l<;wriship,  signed  articles  of  incorporation  April  ; 
i 3,  18S2,  and  elected  Daniel  Hillard,  Ishmael  | 
Bowers  and  L.  K.  Soule  trustees.  j 

Trombley,  mentioned  in  the  chapter  on  ^ 
Bloom,  is  a postal  village  and  a little  oil  town.  i 
i.'i  1887  or  1 888,  a post  office  was  established  ^ 
here,  of  which  John  W.  Knight  was  master  in  | 
I'ebruary,  1888.  In  October,  1S89,  W.  H.  j 
Powning  was  appointed  and  held  the  office  until 
>893,  'when  the  present  postmaster  was  ap-  | 
pointed.  1 

Mcrmill  is  a village  of  staves,  hoops,  saws  | 
and  wood-working  machines.  When  the  Brun-  : 
!U';s  removed  their  works  from  the  older  village,  ' 
near  Bradner,  they  selected  Mermill,  and  within 
hve  years  cleared  the  district  of  all  the  trees 
'vhich  could  be  converted  into  staves  and  hoops.  | 
Just  north  of  the  village,  Mackey,  the  pioneer  1 
trader  of  Bowling  Green,  established  a store  in  1 
the  “ thirties,  ” but,  removing  shortly  after,  the  im-  ; 
mediate  locality  was  uninhabited  for  many  years, 
^iluiost  down  to  the  time  when  the  factory  was 
established  at  Mermili. 

t loverdalc  is  the  name  of  a church  and  post 
office  on  the  north  line  of  the  township.  The  | 
church  building  is  in  Center  township,  while  the  j 
post  office  is  in  Portage.  A.  Bateson  was  ap- 
['ointed  postmaster  February  19,  1892,  while  D. 

M.  Kiser,  the  present  incumbent,  was  appointed 
'Cl  August,  1893. 


PORTAGE  VILLAGE. 

1 his  old  village,  coming  next  to  Perrysburg 
"1  Its  beginnings  as  a trading  point,  is  to-day  the 
vmter,  (,)r  trading  place,  of  a rich  agricultural 
•I'trict.  In  r829,  Collister  Haskins  built  near 
cabin  fjust  west  of  the  present  Main  street,  on 
south  bank  of  the  river)  a log  house  for 


trading  puiposes;  stocked  it  with  notions  suitable 
for  Indian  traffic,  and  with  such  goods  as  would 
meet  the  simple  needs  of  the  white  pioneer.  For 
a few  years  his  dealings  were  largely  carried  on 
with  the  Indians,  but,  within  half  a decade,  Cau- 
casian settlers  located  north  of  the  river  in  some 
numbers,  and  Adam  Ross  saw  the  time  had  come 
to  found  a town  in  their  neighborhood,  though 
the  location  chosen  by  him,  south  of  the  present 
village,  was  far  inferior  to  that  selected  by  the 
pioneer  for  the  first  store  in  the  wilderness.  In 
1833,  Collister  Haskins  built  a log  cabin  on  the 
village  site  for  his  hired  man,  English;  therein 
the  family-  of  Lee  Moore  found  shelter  late  that 
fall,  and  there,  also,  the  first  school,  south  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  taught,  in  1835.  Collister 
Haskins  came  from  New  Salem,  Mass.,  in  18  (8, 
and  located  at  Waterville,  where  he  was  married 
to  Fannie  Gunn,  by  the  old  justice  of  Logan 
county  — Seneca  Allen.  In  April,  1821,  he  and 
his  wife  built  a cabin  on  Granger's  IslaiM,  in  the 
Maumee  river,  where  they  resided  until  1824. 
In  July,  of  that  year,  Plaskins  bought  the  X.  E.  \ 
of  Sec.  12,  R.  10,  Liberty  township,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1824,  built  a cabin  thereon,  his  nearest 
neighbors  at  Miltonville  and  Waterville,  assist- 
ing. At  that  time  the  mail  passed  that  way  once 
every  two^^'eeks;  but,  in  1828,  he  petitioned  for  a 
post  office  at  Portage.  The  petition  was  granted 
and  on  Tanuar\'  29,  1829,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master, holding  the  position  for  eighteen  years. 
In  April,  1836,  he  had  the  eastern  half  of  the 
present  village  of  Portage  surve}’ed  (Sec.  6,  T. 
4,  R.  I i)  by  Neptune  Nearing,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death.  May  7,  1872.  In  1S62,  Samuel 
Johnson  was  postmaster.  Frank  Munn,  N.  L. 
Besanson  and  Daniel  Mears  held  the  office  in 
later  days,  the  last  named  being  now  ','1895) 
postmaster. 

In  1842  the  village  'was  still  in  a very  primi- 
tive condition.  Beyond  the  little  stock  of  goods 
carried  by  Ephraim  Simmons  in  his  tavern,  tliere 
were  no  mercantile  accommodations,  so  the  set- 
tlers had  to  cross  Mount  Ararat  to  Bowling 
Green,  and  often  had  to  go  to  Perr_\sburg  for 
their  groceries  and  dry  goods.  Simmons’  tavern 
occupied  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Findlay 
road  and  Walnut  street.  Some  years  later  that 
house  was  burned,  and  P.  I'  Peachon  erected  a 
tavern  buihling  on  its  site.  That  was  also 
burned;  but  a third  building  was  constructed  by 
Hodgrnan,  said  to  be  the  same  now  occupied  by 
Dr.  I'ishcr.  John  Carter's  cabin  was  east  by 
north  of  the  Hodgman  house;  John  Long'.'  I'abin 
stood  where  the  widow  Elizabeth  Sargent  lu'w 
resides,  while  Peter  Johnson  had  a cabin  where 
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stands  ihe  modern  residence  of  Nicholas  Dienst, 
while  the  log  house  built  in  1833,  adjoining  what 
is  known  as  the  Dram  dwelling,  was  then  used 
for  school  purposes.  In  1844,  John  H.  DeWitt 
married  Wealthy  Haskins,  built  a frame  house 
south  of  and  adjoining  the  cabin  of  1S33,  and 
then  razed  the  first  human  habitation  on  the  site 
of  the  \ illage.  In  1S55  Capt.  Knaggs  built  the 
“Pioneer  Hotel,”  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  P'indhry  road  and  Main  street,  now  known  as 
the  “Bradford  flouse.”  The  mercantile  build- 
ings, erected  about  that  time  by  Henry  Haskins, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Findlay  road,  a half  block 
north  of  the  “ Corners,”  are  still  in  existence; 
and  north  of  these  buildings  stands  the  house  of 
Mr.  Clough,  who  came  here  in  1842,  and  in 
August,  1895,  related  the  facts  about  locations 
as  here  given. 

Schools. — The  first  school  house  in  the  village, 
in  fact,  the  first  in  Portage  and  Libertv  town- 
ships,  is  noticed  in  the  history  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, with  its  pupils  and  teachers.  Among  the 
last  pupils  who  called  it  Alma  Mater  were  Cyn- 
thia Knaggs,  E.  P.  Clough,  Wealthy,  Cressie  and 
Henry  Haskins,  and.  it  is  said,  William  S.  and 
Joseph  Eberly.  The  old  building  was  razed  in 
1844  1845,  and  within  a year  or  two  the  di- 

rectors of  District  No.  \ caused  a new  house  to 
be  built.  In  October,  1848,  the  school  board 
confessed  judgment  for  the  balance  due  Gilbert 
Beacli  for  material  furnished  to  the  builders  of 
that  house — facob  Eberly,  William  Prescott  and 
Collister  Haskins,  with  J.  H.  DeWitt  and  Jacob 
Danterman,  directors-elect,  voting  for  the  prop- 
osition. Jane  Dubbs  and  Almon  Pray  were 
teachers  in  1848,  and  Samuel  Johnson  in  1849. 
Johnson  received  $60  for  four  months’  services. 
Joseph  Clark  taught  the  winter  school  of  1849-50 
for  $45;  Nancy  L.  Kelly  taught  over  two  months 
for  twelve  shillings  a week.  Marv  Pray  presided 
over  a school  of  eighteen  male  and  nineteen 
female  pupils  from  April  to  June,  1851;  Joseph 
F.  Wade  taught  at  $17  a month  in  1852.  Joseph 
Clark.  Miss  C.  M.  Brown,  E.  S.  Bradley,  Eliza- 
beth Elder,  J.  F.  C.  Malone  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Clark  were  teachers  from  1853  to  April,  1857, 
when  tlic  new  school  house  \s  as  completed.  Alex 
Brown  received  $r  i 2 for  his  long  term  as  teacher, 
and  Elenora  Hannon,  the  sum  of  $50.  .\daline 
Wood  and  H.  C.  Norton  taught  here  prior  to 
April,  i860,  when  Samuel  Johnson  was  emploveil 
at  $1  a day.  On  fiine  30.  1859,  Distric.t  No.  i 
was  called  “ Cor[ioration  of  Portage  Setujol 
District,”  of  wliich  Collister  Haskins,  J.  K.  Har- 
rison, J.  H.  DeWitt,  Z.  I'.  Willison,  J.  E.  Roller 
and  S.  Patterson  were  chosen  dirtictors.  In  1861, 


! E.  H.  Hull  was  cmplos'ed  to  teach  the  high 
I school  at  $1.25  a day  and  “ board  himself,”  .ind 
jane  Cook,  the  primary  school,  at  fifty  cents  a 
; day.  In  October,  1S63,  J.  H.  DeWitt  resigned. 

: giving  as  his  reason  the  fact  that  he  intended  to 
! leave  the  county.  E.  P.  Clough,  William  Sar- 
1 gent,  R.  MS  McMahan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  C.  Tav- 
I lor  and  A.  Kinny  were  directors  during  the  clos- 
ing days  of  the  Civil  war;  ^drs.  Kate  Besanson 
i was  employed  as  teacher  in  September,  1866, 

, when  the  total  annual  receipts  of  the  district  did 
! not  exceed  .$321,  and  the  number  of  pupils  did 
not  exceed  forty-eight  males  and  forty-five  females. 

' In  November,  1866.  Robert  M.  Donnelly  was 
I employed  at  $2  a day,  and  Miss  Drake  at 
their  examination  being  conifucted  by  Dr.  j.  F, 
Meeks,  E.  B.  Turner  and  Joseph  Clark.  Fannie 
Meeks  was  employed  in  1867,  and  Addle  Merriam 
in  1 868.  In  April,  1870,  S,  P.  Harrison  suc- 
1 needed  R.  M.  Donnell}-  as  teacher  of  the  high 
; school,  the  salary  being  $35  a month;  J.  tj. 

Pray  and  Mary  Harrison  were  also  employed  as 
! teachers.  Dr.  J.  Mh  McCracken,  Whiliam  .4. 
Sargent,  E.  P.  Clough,  H.  Frank,  A.  P>esan3ou 
and  A.  G.  Harrison  were  the  active  m.embers  cf 
the  board  for  the  decade  ending  in  187:,  when 
I the  old  record  book  closes.  Gollister  Iiaskins, 
i who  may  be  called  the  father  of  the  Fort'age 
schools,  was  a director  down  to  the  close  of  the 
' war,  when  he  left  the  school  interests  to  younger 
guardians. 

! hicorporafiou. — In  June,  1S57,  a petition 
i signed  by  thirty  persons,  residing  in  and  near 
Portage,  asking  that  the  village  be  incorporated, 
was  prresented.  On  December  7,  tlie  petition 
was  granted,  the  S.  W.  J Sec.  12.  T.  4,  R.  10, 
belonging  to  Daniel  Mercer,  being  omitted  at  his 
request.  On  December  12,  1857,  an  amended 
I plat  of  the  village  was  placed  on  record,  and  on 
the  same  day  the  petition  for  incon>oration  was 
granted.  The  records  from  the  beginning  to 
1878  are  either  lost  or  destroyed,  but  from  inter- 
views with  old  residents,  memoranda  found  at 
Bowling  Green,  and  notices  in  the  Perrysburg 
Bowling  Green  newspapers,  man_\-  names  of  th.e 
early  ofticials  have  been  obtained;  while  frnm 
modern  record  books  and  documents  in  the  audit- 
or's office  the  names  of  officers,  elected  since 
.-\pril,  1878,  have  been  taken. 

Mayors.  — james  .Mck'adden,  1858:  E.  P 
; Clougli,  i860;  S.  Johnson;  Robert  McMahan;  j. 

' G.  Patterson,  1864;  E P>.  Turner,  iSifi";  S.  IV 
Harrison,  1873;  Dr.  McCracken;  Rolicrt  Mc- 
Mahan, 1882;  N.  L.  Besanson,  1883;  W.  F. 
Hughes.  1885;  j.  It.  Miinn.  1886  ;died  Inly  11. 
1886),  \\’.  E.  Hughes  to  fill  vacanc}  ; J.  W.  T;i\- 
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.r  1S87;  I-  J-  Fleck,  1889:  Daniel  Mears, 
P.  Clough,  1892;  Daniel  Mears,  1894; 
,.„i  i)i.  F.  W.  Fisher,  1896. 

I'/irks. — 1.  N.  Van  Gorder,  1S58;  Z.  F. 
\Villison,  1859;  A.  C.  Davis,  i860:  S.  Jolmson, 
Alnion  Harrison;  S.  A.  Smith,  1863;  W. 
\ Sargent,  1864;].  G.  Patterson,  1867;  R.  M. 
{hmnt'lly,  down  to  1S76;  H.  H.  Wade,  1S76;  R. 
M Donnelly,  1S76;  J.  D.  Munn,  1882;  A.  C. 
Canlicld,  1884;  J.  D.  Shoffstall,  18S6;  J.  C. 
i'lieiui,  1887;  E.  P.  Clough,  I 888;  E.  W.  Norris, 
>';o2,  and  re-elected  1S96. 

Traisurcrs . — William  Sargent  was  treasurer 
1 >r  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  until  Dr.  Merriam 
'.ucceeded  him  late  in  the  “seventies.”  FI.  N. 
Iv’uvh  was  elected  in  1882:  F".  W.  Stratton,  1885; 
il.  JF  Saylor,  1889:  F.  Stratton,  1891;  and 
H B.  Saylor,  1895-97. 

Marshals. — The  office  of  marshal  has  been 
livld  by  a large  number  of  citizens.  A.  FI.  Drain, 
joseph  Close  and  D.  L.  Flill  have  held  the  posi- 
tion in  later  years.  A,.lfred  Drain  being  elected  in 
1S96. 

CouHci hiien. — The  writer,  though  successful 
111  finding  old  records  of  Portage  and  Liberty 
townships,  was  unable  to  find  an  authentic  book 
■>r  document  dealing  with  the  council  of  Portage 
I'rior  to  April,  1S78.  The  members  from  1S78 
to  1896  are  named  as  follows: 

— I.  W.  Knnggs,  Joseph  England,  H.  X.  Rush,  A.  A. 
rln.sininger,  Patter.son. 

lv-2-\Villiam  Watson,  C.  F.  Bell,  J.  C.  Eberly,  M.  S.  Win- 
ton,  ,-V.  M,  Drain. 

R'd  G.  E.  Munn,  E.  W.  Xorris,  Robert  .McMahan  and 
I.evvis  Dienst,  vire  Drain. 

' ■ — j.  VVb  Knaggs,  Lewis  Dienst,  G.  F,  Munn,  J.  C,  Eberly, 

Robert  McMahan,  E.  W,  Xorris, 

R,  McMahan,  E.  B,  Turner,  .\mos  Tribble. 

1 '*•— D.tniel  Mears,  X,  L,  Besanson,  J.  W,  Knaggs,  J,  C, 
Eberly,  L.  Dienst,  J,  W,  Taylor. 

1*-S,  - David  Mears,  G,  \\',  Friend,  W.  E,  Huglies.  ^ 

j,  \\  . Knaggs,  William  Watson,  William  Freyman, 

F D.iniel  Mears,  C.  .McDonald,  G.  \Vb  Fritmd. 

1 illi,,[,i  Frevman,  A.  C.  Sargent,  .A..  C.  Canheld,  G. 

G.  Munn. 

1 ''-'I --P.  Waitz,  .\.  C.  Canfield,  Thomas  Carr,  F.  Caldwell. 
, F'  \y.  l-reyman,  11.  B.  .Saylor,  J.  F2.  Floyd. 

- ! Iiomas  Ctirr,  1’.  Waitz,  J.  E.  Floyd,  F.  Caldwell,  W. 
I reyman,  H.  11.  Savior. 

F ‘l  ■ W illiam  Frevman,  E.  1'.  Clough,  William  Amos,  J.  L. 
( h'wig,  Frank  Bordner. 

J'  !•..  B.  Clough,  W.  Freyman,  Frank  Bordner. 

Worley  Knaggs,  Wm.  I’hilo  anti  Ed  .Munn. 

I hr  }fcthaiii  St  U.hiscapal  Church  is  referred 
• ' in  the  recorti  of  tiie  church  at  Toiitogany. 

1 he  f)!d  tricstees’  book,  now  in  possession  of 
)■  W.  1 .'tylor,  and  an  entry  in  the  county  rec- 
it'd-', sliciw  that  a deed  of  Lots  95  and  96  in 
■ ' fCige,  to  jiihn  Sargent,  James  Talern,  }ohn 
* Abbott,  \\'illiani  DeWitt  and  Anson  Sizer, 
'tiistees  of  the  Methodist  Cliurch  at  Portage,  was 


made  by  Collister  and  F'anny  Haskins,  Mac  22, 
185C.  The  membership,  at  the  beginning  of 
1895,  was  thirty-five.  Among  tfie  old  members 
were  Lewis  Dienst,  the  trustees  named  above, 
G.  FI.  Wright,  Thomas  F'earnside,  Jacob  Dau- 
terman,  J.  E.  Tracy,  Adam  Ross,  S.  Johmson 
and  ,S.  L.  Sargent.  In  iS6i  the  meeting  hou.-e 
was  completed  and  dedicated.  In  1863,  RevC 
Good  was  the  preacher.  Later,  A.  B.  NFdler  was 
elected  trustee.  Rev.  J.  White  was  here  in 
1866,  when  Daniel  Housley  was  treasurer,  and 
L.  B.  Wright,  secretary.  The  building  w as  re- 
paired that  year.  The  class  had  then  twenty-nine 
members,  the  male  members  being  Isaiah  Miller, 
John  Abbott.  Anson  Sizer,  George  Tooth,  Josiah 
Roscoe,  Nathan  C.  Stratton,  William  DeWitt 
and  John  Hopkins.  Ten  years  later,  the  names 
of  J.  M'alker  and  J.  Carr,  as  trustees  of  Carr's 
Church;  R.  Bulbs,  W.  Patterson,  J.  AVhilker, 
W.  Sly,  W.  Leavers  and  J.  Hartman,  of  klount 
Pleasant  Church,  and  G.  D.  Insley  and  F'.  Griffin, 
stewards  of  South  Liberty  Church,  are  found  in 
the  records  of  Poratge  Circuit.  The  consolida- 
tion of  Portage  and  Tontogany  Circuits  was  ef- 
fected in  1883,  when  the  record  closes.  .Ft 
that  time,  Sarah  Collin,  Fiartha  Peaney.  L.  B. 
Wright,  and  the  trustees  named  above,  wore 
active  w’orkers. 

The  United  Brethren  Chnreh  {Liberal)  had, 
at  the  beginning  of  1895.  forty-four  members. 
Early  in  the  “ thirties  ” a preacher  of  this  denom- 
ination appeared  at  Collister  Haskin's  dwelling, 
but  no  organization  was  effected  until  the  cLjSe 
of  the  war.  In  the  records  of  the  Church.  George 
Buttruff  is  named  as  received  in  1849,  and  Rev. 
Noah  F'oltz  in  1S54.  The  class-book,  however, 
begins  in  1866,  when  \h  R.  Porter  and  E.  .-v. 
Hubbard  were  leaders,  and  John  Johnston,  stew- 
ard. Of  the  original  members,  the  following 
named  are  yet  residents  of  the  village  and  vicinity; 
Rev.  Noah  F'oltz  and  w'ife,  and  Elizabeth  .A. 
Dienst,  if  w'e  e.xcept  George  Freyman,  who  is 
not  now  a member.  Kev.  Levi  Moore,  who  re- 
sides at  Bowding  Green,  was  here  before  organi- 
zation, but  fames  Long  was  pastor  in  1866.  J. 
W.  Rhoades  came  in  1869;  J.  Powell,  i87i:J.  F. 
Naylor,  1872;  L.  J.  Osborn,  1876;  and  G.  L. 
Bender.  1885.  I'he  church  house  was  erected,  in 
i88r,  on  lan<I  donnted  by  Mrs.  William  Sargent, 
at  a cost  of  $2,000.  The  building  committee 
embraced  J.  N.  Ikiker,  F'rank  Munn.  R.  M.  Don- 
nelly, Lewis  Dienst  and  Rev.  Noah  F'oltz.  The 
membership  on  August  2.  1893,  shows  a sliglu 
increase  over  the  membership  reported  in  Jan- 
uar\',  1895. 

Whitney  Lodi^e,  Xo.  /.  0.  0.  I'.,  was 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


chartered  May  i6,  1674,  with  the  followiiig 

named  members:  \V.  McMahan,  T.  C.  Reid, 

J.  Q.  Pray,  A.  j.  Orme,  R.  M.  Donnelly,  S.  P. 
Harrison,  James  F.  McClure,  A.  M.  Drain  and  ; 
J.  C.  Lincoln.  The  noble  grand’s  chair  has  been  | 
filled  by  the  following  named  members;  R.  W. 
McMahan,  J.  H.  Sands,  Daniel  Mears,  L.  X. 
Lernbrich,  George  Nurenberger,  Daniel  Pugh, 
G.  D.  Insley,  A.  J.  Orme,  M.  Otley,  L.  M.  i\Ic-  ' 
Crory,  A.  L.  See,  Sylvester  Hull,  \V.  Freyman,  ^ 
\V.  E.  Hughes,  A.  C.  McDonald,  John  Flanders,  : 
James  Hasson,  A.  C.  Sargent,  Frank  McCrory,  j 

F.  \V.  Lernbrich,  C.  E.  Bartlett,  J.  Harman 
and  A.  W.  Knaggs.  The  secretaries  were  T.  C.  : 
Reid,  George  Houck,  A.  J.  McMahan,  G.  W.  | 
Robinson,  G.  F.  Munn,  Daniel  Mears,  C.  F.  1 
Bell,  Lewis  Lernbrich,  F.  \V.  Lernbrich,  \V.  i 
Knaggs,  J.  W.  Taylor  and  C.  E.  Bartlett. 
There  were  seventy-five  members  reported  on 
September  21,  1895. 

A.  Bcsanson  Post,  Xo.  G.  A.  A’.,  was 

organized  January  2,  1891,  with  S.  G.  Horsey  fC.  j, 
A.  A.  Ensrninger,  D.  L.  Hill,E.  P.  Clough  fAdjt.),  | 
Nathan  Rickett,  L.  C.  Carothers,  J.  W.  Knaggs,  j 
John  Johnston,  Jr.,  \V.  Kenney,  and  Sammel  | 
Shroyer,  officers  in  Post  rank;  L.  C.  Carothers  ' 
and  John  Johnston  served  also  as  commanders, 
while  E.  P.  Clough  served  as  adjutant  until 
March  18,  1893,  when  the  last  meeting  was 

held.  There  were  only  eighteen  comrades  en- 
rolled in  all. 

Portage  Tent.  No.  i6y,  K.  O.  T.  J/. , was  or- 
ganized August  10,  1893,  with  the  following 

named  members;  Thomas  \V.  Knight,  Charles 

G.  Bower,  James  H.  Porter,  H.  \V.  Shaw,  F.  G.  i 
Stratton,  C.  E.  Stahl,  John  H.  James,  Harry 
G.  Bowers,  F.  H.  Burns,  J.  B.  McDonald,  E.  M.  ! 
McDonald,  J.  P'.  Mears,  D.  W.  Pierce,  A.  J.  | 
Bridges,  W.  P.  Bowser,  II.  A.  Abbott,  E.  C.  * 


Clay  and  S.  Mears.  There  were  foiiy-seven 
members  enrolled  down  ro  September  12,  1895. 

Harvest  FI ivc,  Xo.  gS , L.  O.  T.  M.,  was  or- 
ganized July  12,  1894,  with  Maud  Knight,  Mat- 
tie  Munn,  Emma  Wheeler,  Essie  Sargent,  Eva 
Orwig,  Ida  Hopkins,  Allie  Bowser,  Nancy  Mc- 
Donald, Truva  James,  Louie  Pyle,  Minnie  P'rey- 
man,  Maggie  Besanson,  Lessie  Winton,  Anna 
Ba^’less,  Emma  Seeley,  Lena  McClure,  Cora  Col- 
lins, Daisy  Warren,  Alice  Bartlett,  Lottie  Saylor, 
and  Emma  Lernbrich.  Mrs.  Knight,  the  first 
commander,  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Saylor,  and 
she  by  Mrs.  Besanson.  Mrs.  Bartlett  was  eDcted 
secretary  in  December,  1894.  In  September, 
1895,  there  were  twenty-three  members  enrolled. 

Retrospect. — In  the  chapter  on  the  Oil  and 
Gas  Fields,  the  development  of  the  Portage  field 
is  described.  Over  thirty  years  before  the  inhab- 
itants dreamt  of  oil  reservoirs,  the  village  was 
the  most  important  place  outside  the  old  county 
seat.  There  the  old-time  fairs  of  the  Agricultural 
Society  were  generally  held;  political  meetings 
were  not  wanting  in  the  catalogue  of  its  holiday 
amusements;  trade  was  rampant,  and  in  every 
respect  the  old  x'illage  was  looked  upon  as  the 
peer,  if  not  rival,  of  Perrysburg.  The  inhab- 
itants busied  themselves  about  everything.  In 
December,  1855,  a meeting  was  held  to  take 
steps  for  enforcing  Ihe  liquor  law  of  May.  1854. 
Collister  Haskins  presided,  with  Dr.  S.  H. 
Barnes,  secretary.  John  McCrory,  .A.  Rogers. 
S.  H.  Barnes,  C.  Haskins,  Henry  Haskins. 
James  McFadden  and  J.  II.  De  Witt  were  a'p- 
p'>ointed  a committee  to  report  on  violations  oi 
the  law.  Theological  questions  were  discussed 
in  store  and  saloon;  politics  in  all  places;  internal 
improvements,  such  as  roads  and  ditches,  were 
subjects  of  daily  consideration,  and  even  the 
quescion  of  making  Portageville  the  seat  of  justice 
was  seriously  discussed. 
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CHAPTER  XTIII. 


ROSS  TOWNSHIP. 

I vTi’-ODUCTOiiv  — Census,  Suuvey,  Etc.  — Townshii’  Org.\nizatio.\— Towxsiur  Officials  — Pio- 
neers— Karlv  Lanu  Bc;ters — Pioneer  Times — Schools — Conclusion. 


ROSS  is  the  cap  of  Wood  county,  a long, 
narrow  cap,  extending  from  the  river  to 
the  eastern  line.  Had  not  Grand  Rapids 
imbibed  the  notion,  in  her  old  age,  of 
castingoff  the  yoke  of  Weston,  Ross  would  be  the 
junior  township.  Prior  to  April,  1874,  the 
veteran  Perrysburg  and  Lake  appropriated  the 
fame  and  township  taxes,  too,  of  their  northern- 
most settlers,  and  would  yet  govern  them  with 
iron  hands,  of  course,  had  not  the  Legislature 
stepped  into  the  breach,  made  the  people  auton- 
omous, and  gave  to  Wood  county  its  nineteenth 
little  commonwealth. 

It  is  a township  of  good  farmers  and  better 
horticulturists,  who  reap  rich  rewards  from 
their  labors,  and  who,  while  serving  themselves, 
benefit  their  neighbors  on  the  north  together  with 
their  brothers  on  the  south. 

In  [880,  the  officious  United  States  census 
enumerator  appeared  among  the  people  of  Ross, 
and  in  June  of  that  year  credited  the  new  town- 
ship with  639  inhabitants.  Ten  years  later,  in 
1890,  he  found  728  inhabitants,  representing  the 
growth  of  population  for  a period  of  fifty-five 
years.  In  November,  1895,  there  were  138 
votes  cast,  as  shown  in  the  reference  to  township 
officials. 

The  original  survey  of  the  township,  outside 
the  United  States  Reserx  e,  was  made  by  .Ambrose 
Rice  in  April,  1834.  while  the  territory  within 
the  Reserve  was  surveyed  by  Elias  Grover  in 
1805. 

Tcn^uishi p Organization. — The  .\ct  establish- 
ing Ross  township  passed  .April  18,  1874.  This 
provided  that  Fr.  Tp.  8 N.,  R.  12  E. , and  the 
part  of  Tp.  3 in  the  United  States  Reserve  lying 
west  of  and  between  said  Township  8 and  the 
Maumee  river — Sec.  13,  the  north  },  of  Secs.  23 
and  24,  River  Tracts  78,  79,  80,  81,  82,  83.  84, 
85  and  86,  then  included  in  Perrysburg  township, 
he  set  off  as  a distinct  township.  The  commis- 
sioners, under  authority  of  this  .Act,  ordered  the 
election  of  officers  to  be  held  at  the  Coy  sciiool 
house,  on  May  23,  1874. 


TC) Vv'N SHIP  ( )F F I e'  i A LS . 

Tnistrcs. — The  trustees  elected  in  May,  1874, 
are  named  as  follows-  C.  AV.  Caswell,  Charles 
Coy.  Edward  Hicks,  with  Hiram  Eggleston, 
clerk.  The  trustees  elected  since  fhat  time  are 
named  as  follows;  Elliot  M.  Warner,  1875: 
Charles  Coy,  Elliot  M.  Warner  and  fulius  Squire. 
1876  r.o  1879;  Elijah  Whitmr're,  Charles  Cov  and 
Julius  Squire,  1879;  Frank  H.  AT-nia.  Ebja!] 
Wdiitmore,  Charles  Coy,  18M0:  George  King,  R. 
A’.  Chamberlain,  1881-82;  Hiram  Overoeck. 
Charles  Coy,  R.  A’.  Cham'uerlain,  1883;  R,  A’. 
Chamberlain,  Hiram  i'-ggieston and  ji’.lius  Sriuires, 
iSSgand  1S85:  Hiram  Eggleston  t 1 year^.  R.  A'. 
Chamberlain  (2  years;.  H.  H.  Overbeck  iK  years;, 
1886:  Hirarn  Eggleston,  1887:  R.  AA  Cham.ber- 
lain,  1888;  E.  M.  AA'arnerand  E.  Overberk.  1889; 
Edward  Hicks,  1890:  E.  Af.  Warner,  1891;  H.  S. 
Landis,  1892;  Charles  H.  Coy,  1893;  AAA  N.  Trace, 
1894;  Edward  Hicks.  Jr,,  1895 — the  three  last 
named  being  trustees.  The  trustees  in  1896 
were;  Charles  H.  Coy,  AV.  N.  'iTacyand  r'd.  AAA 
Hicks. 

[nstiers. — The  justices  of  the  peace  -were  -as 
follows;  J.  M.  Baum.  1874;  lA  AVales,  1874.  re- 
signed in  1875;  O.  f..  AAffiles,  1875  to  1887; 
Cyrus  Williams.  1877;  \\AW.  Hicks.  1879,  1882, 
885;  AAA  L.  Ferdig,  1888;  Elijah  AA'hitmore  1890, 
resigned  in  1892;  J.  .M.  Baum,  1892;  lames  AAA 
AA'ickenden,  1895:  Charles  A.  AA'h’tmoie,  iSo';. 

Treasurers. — The  office  of  treasurer  has  been 
filled  by  the  following;  Joseph  A'ickers.  187^; 
Edward  Hicks,  1879:  R.  1>.  Andrus.  i8'i;  'AA 
W.  Hicks,  1887;  Isaac  Rideout,  1891;  Ceerso 
AA'hitniill.  1893  to  1896,  re-elcctcd,  1896. 

Assessors . — Tb.c  men  whei  liave  acted  a,^  sr,cn 
since  1875,  have  been  Cyrus  Wilhams.  '873; 
Edward  Hicks,  1876;  bA  II  ATiiia,  1878;  A\  . 
T.  M'ller,  1871);  Elijah  Whitmore,  18S1:  AAA  \\ A 
Hicks,  1882;  William  Hill.  1885;  E.  AA’hitmore. 
1SS6;  R.  B.  .Andrus,  1888;  Hcnr\'  bcott.  i8(,j  i'. 
1896;  Horace  M.  Rideout,  elected  in  i8()o. 

Clerks. — d'he  records  have  been  kept  1-v  Hi- 
ram Eggleston,  from  187410  1S82;  C.  H.  AA Aiior- 
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bur}',  1882:  Charles  L.  Hicks,  1886;  Jerome  E. 
Smith,  from.  1891  to  1896,  and  re-elected  in  the 
latter  year. 

School  Board.  — In  1896  the  members  of  the 
school  -board  were  Sebastian  Rinker,  Charles  A. 
Whitmore,  Francis  Brenot,  George  Smith,  R.  B. 
Andrus  (president),  and  Jerome  E.  Smith  (clerk). 

In  April,  1S95,  the  people  of  this  township 
cast  aside  party  lines  and  nominated  ^vhat  was 
known  as  the  Union  Ticket.  The  nominees 
were  elected  without  opposition.  In  November, 
1895,  there  were  ninety-seven  votes  cast  for 
Fraker  (Rep.),  and  forty-one  for  Davis  )Dem.), 
nominees  for  county  surveyor,  being  the  same 
vote  as  cast  for  senators. 


Pioneers. — Among  the  pioneers  of  Ross  were 
David  Hartman,  who  moved  away,  prior  to  1045, 
from  his  squatter’s  cabin  on  Section  32;  Robert 
Gardner,  a deserter  from  the  British  army, 
cleared  land  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  present 
Rideout  farm;  Thomas  Burt,  who  came  from 
England  in  1835,  sold  a part  of  his  land  to  Isaac 
Rideout,  Sr.,  four  years  before  the  Rideouts  lo- 
cated here:  Isaac  Rideout  moved  from  Massillon 
into  this  part  of  the  Black  Swamp  in  1845;  'vhile 
Augustus  Prentice  (who  died  of  cholera  in  1852), 
Anson  Smith,  Perrv  Stephens,  John  Ketchum, 
Elisha  and  Robert  Pike,  Waters  Whitmore, 
Henry  Hinkley,  Gabriel  Crane,  Levi  Warner, 
Daniel  Coy,  Jerome  Smith,  the  Wales  family, 
Horace  Hollister,  and  perhaps  a few  others, 
came  about  that  time,  or  within  half  a decade 
later. 

The  cholera  epidemic  of  1852  carried  off 
Prentice,  named  above,  with  Levi  Warner,  while 
the  epidemic  of  1854  called  Daniel  Coy  away, 
and  drove  out  a few  others. 

A barn,  built  for  Isaac  Rideout,  in  184S,  is 
still  in  use.  It  is  one  of  the  three  first  barns 
raised  within  the  township. 

Early  Land  Bnyers. — Section  32  was  en- 
tered by  Thomas  Burt,  who  bought  the  N.  of  N. 
E.  J,  June  8,  1833;  Stephen  Turner,  the  S.  of  N. 
E.  J,  August  7,  1833;  Philander  Wales,  the  S. 
W.  J,  August  12,  1833;  and  William  Olney,  the 
S.  E.  J,  October  14,  1833.  Gabriel  Crane  pur- 
chased sixty-si.\  acres  in  the  west  part  of  I'r.  Sec. 
33,  m 1S39,  and  Perry  Stephens,  eighty  acres  in 
the  east  part.  Lyne  Starling  bought  the  S.  E. 
and  S.  W.  ],  Sec.  34,  from  Ohio,  on  which  he 
paid  tax  in  1S42,  while  James  Cheney  and  C. 
Crane  purchased  the  l)alancc  of  tl>e  section. 
Aristarchus  Champimi  bought  thirteen  and  three- 
fourths  acres  in  Sec.  36,  April  9,  1834,  Lyne 


! Starling  buying  the  remainder  of  the  section. 

! Among  the  buyers  in  the  southern  parts  of  Sec- 
j tions  25  to  30,  To.  8,  R.  12,  were  John  G.  Bergen, 
28;  Joseph  Walters,  George  Keller,  Jr.,  Henry 
Duhameland  Ephraim  Pollock,  29;  and  Ephraim 
Pollock,  30;  while  among  the  buyers  of  River 
Tracts  were  William  Carnahan,  79;  Ate,n  & Mc- 
Knight,  80  and  81;  Robert  Carnahan,  82;  George 
W'adsworth,  83;  Elijah  L.  Bernah,  84  and  85; 
and  john  H.  Pratt,  86. 

Pioneer  Times. — Only  those  that  have  had 
practical  experience  can  realize  the  difficulties  of 
raising  cattle  at  any  early  settlement.  Horses 
could  not  be  raised  as  well  as  cattle,  on  account 
of  the  myriads  of  flies  and  mosquitoes  that  would 
proceed  at  once  to  take  all  the  blood  that  was 
anywhere  near  the  surface,  whenever  they  had  a 
chance,  and  as  there  w'as  nothing  to  protect  the 
stock  but  smoke,  their  chances  were  good.  Hogs 
w'ere  raised  with  the  least  trouble.  When  acorns 
were  plenty  they  raised  themselves,  and  in  the 
I fall  they  would  get  fat  without  feeding  much 
j corn.  Hunting  lost  hogs  in  the  fall  or  early  win- 
! ter  W'as  about  as  much  sport  as  hunting  deer  or 
j other  wild  game,  but  hunting  was  not  followed  in 
I Ross  merely  for  sport  or  recreation;  it  was  some- 
^ times  a necessity,  and  it  was  many  times  follow'ed 
1 w’ith  skill  and  industry;  meii  would  start  earlv  in 
I the  morning,  and  tramp  through  high  grass  and 
\ brush  until  late  at  night,  employing  all  the  skill 
! and  ingenuity  of  which  they  were  capable,  to  se- 
; cure  game.  It  w'as  to  them  a labor  of  necessity. 

! Game  w'as  plenty,  but  the  means  of  capturing  it 
1 was  not  what  would  be  considered  new'-a-days 
I hrst-class,  so  the  hunter  often  failed,  and  the  ex- 
I citement  of  the  chase  did  not  pay  them,  as  they 
I were  not  always  hunting  for  sport.  Hunting  for 
I recreation,  and  hunting  when  you  are  out  of  meat, 
are  very  different  affairs.  A good  average  hunter 
I could  supply  his  family  with  meat,  and  get  money 
j enough  from  the  sale  of  deer  and  coon-skins  to 
I pay  his  taxes. 

I Schools. — Soon  after  the  first  clearings  were 
j made  in  the  forest,  the  pioneers  looked  round 
: them  for  a teacher  and  a school  house.  Through 
: the  efforts  of  Anson  Smith,  Horace  Hollister, 

' Elisha  Pike,  Perry  Stevens  and  others,  a little 
' building  was  raised  in  what,  afterward,  was 
! known  as  District  No.  10,  Pcrrysbnrg  township, 
and  therein  twelve  pupils  gathered  to  be  instrnc- 
: ted  by  a teacher,  who  was  paid  by  their  parents. 

\ The  first  log  school  house  was  erected  bv  Augus- 
I tus  Prentice  and  Isaac  Rideout,  opj'osite  the 
‘‘Rideout  House,”  in  tlie  sjiring  of  i S46,  when 
Elizabeth  Mosser  wa.-^  iqipointed  teacherat 
I a week.  Among  the  pupils  were  six  Rideouts, 
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• [ .(•c-  I’roritices,  three  Coys,  two  adopted  chil- 
:i«  !i  <d  Jerome  Smith,  five  named  Wales,  and  a 
i.-v.  others.  Under  the  school  law  of  1853,  Dis- 
’fii't  No.  lO  was  organized,  with  Perry  Stevens, 
\iisi>n  Smith  and  Elisha  Pike,  directors.  In 
, a small  frame  house  was  erected  for  school 
juiiposes.  in  which  the  following  named  teachers 
i.fvsidei!  down  to  1876;  Misses  Catherine  Stevens, 
l.ii/a  Conrad,  Laura  M.  Stevens,  Lucy  Cook, 
P),':,sie  C.  Hill,  Hattie  Bascurn,  Susan  Cook, 
(•.iiiilv  Norton,  Marian  A.  Hill,  Pluma  A.  Stevens, 
tnniv  Daly,  Elizabeth  White,  Cornelia  E.  Smith, 
Lucinda  Tyler,  Josie  A.  Timanus,  Amanda 
t'kirk,  H.  J.  Matthews  and  Maggie  Ualy.  In 

• !u-  •‘seventies,’’  a few  male  teachers  taught 
diercin,  such  as  Hays  Williams,  Ruxton  Sweet, 
W illiam  Nichols,  and  Frank  Kingheld.  In  No- 
wmber,  1876,  a new  school  house  was  dedicated 
,ni(l  named  the  “ Olnev  School.”  On  March  8, 
i,'<7S,  there  were  si.\ty-si.\  pupils  enrolled  in  this 
ih.-'trict,  of  whom  fifty-si.x  attended  school.  Among 
‘die  directors  from  1855  to  1S76,  were  James 
Stevens,  W.  H.  Fors,  W.  E.  Hill,  W.  W.  Hicks, 
Harmon  Overbeck.  George  King,  M.  Marx,  J. 
C.  Kctchain,  J.  B.  Russell,  Walter  Cary,  An- 
drew Behn,  John  Weiland  and  S.  O.  Crandall. 

Under  the  township  organization,  R.  Alden, 
Llijah  Whitmore,  Waters  Whitmore  and  W.  W. 
flicks  were  directors.  There  were  four  districts 
then  organized,  and  the  le\y  for  school  purposes 
was  five  mills.  In  1S78,  P'rank  H.  \"enia  rep- 
resented the  new  district.  No.  5,  on  the  board, 
with  John  Weiland,  of  No.  4;  Edward  Hicks,  of 
No.  3;  Elija'ti  Whitnaore.  of  No.  2,  and  R.  Alden, 
uf  No.  I.  In  1880,  Robert  Tiplady,  Elijah 
\Vhitmore,  Jerome  B.  Smith,  John  Weiland  and 
[tilius  Squires,  formed  the  board;  while,  in  1882, 
1C  V.  Chamberlain,  who  had  formerly  served, 
'•^'ith  J.  B.  Smith  and  S.  O.  Crandall,  were  the 
new  members.  The  brick  school  house  in  Sub- 
District  No.  I,  was  erected  that  year  by  J.  B. 
Uotnison,  whose  bid  of  $1,050  was  accepted. 
Abraham  Forrick  and  Hiram  Eggleston,  with 
Messrs.  Whitmore,  Crandall  and  Squires,  formed 


the  board  in  1883.  In  1885,  the  names  of  Ed- 
ward Plooks,  R.  B.  Andrus,  Henry  Rideout  and 
Thomas  Radcliffe,  appear  as  members;  aiid  in 
1 886,  those  of  Robert  Tiplady,  W.  Baum, 
Frank  H.  Venia  and  E.  Hicks.  \\k  L.  P^erdig, 
P'rank  Brenot  and  Ferdinand  Wasserman  appear 
in  1 888;  those  of  S.  O.  Crandall,  Isaac  Rideout, 
John  Gray  and  Whlliam  Smith,  in  i8go;  those  of 
Charles  H.  Coy  and  William  Ward,  in  1891; 
that  of  Charles  Whitmore,  in  1893,  and  that  of 
Sebastian  Rinker,  in  1894.  The  name  of  Elijah 
Whitmore  appears  to  be  on  the  record  of  the 
board  of  education  of  this  township  since  1874, 
while  others,- such  as  Venia,  Brenot  and  Radcliffe, 
have  served  several  terms.  The  board  of  1895 
comprised  Sebastian  Rinker,  R.  B.  Andrus,  C. 
H.  Whitmore,  Francis  Brenot  and  Stephen  Rad- 
ciiffe.  The  township  clerk ’has  served  as  clerk  of 
this  board,  and  the  township  treasurer  as  treas- 
urer of  the  school  fund. 

ComTusion. — Ross  township  has  neither 
church  nor  saloon.  People  who  are  religiously 
inclined  go  into  Lake  or  Perrysburg  township,  or 
East  Toledo,  where  they  find  places  in  which  to 
worship  or  to  drink  — to  be  sacred  or  profane. 
Elijah  Whitmore  and  Isaac  Ivideout  are  members 
of  the  Union  A'eteran  Legion,  of  Toledo,  while 
other  soldiers  belong  to  Ford  Post,  No.  14,  of 
that  city,  or  to  the  Posts  organized  in  Lake 
township. 

The  territory,  embraced  in  Ross,  has  been 
converted  from  its  wilderness  state  into  a land  of 
orchards,  gardens  and  beautiful  farms.  The 
people  are  industrious  and  intelligent.  Having 
their  regular  hours  for  work  and  hours  for  recre- 
ation, they  present  to  the  visitor  a hardy,  con- 
tented, prosperous  character,  generalh'  wanting 
in  a,n  agricultural  community  located  so  near  a 
busy  city,  and  in  sight  of  tlie  various  railroads 
leading  east  and  south  from  Toledo.  There  is 
not  a tinge  of  the  suburban  character  visible, 
unless,  indeed,  it  crops  out  along  the  river  front 
of  the  township. 
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CI-TAPTER  XLIV. 


TROY  TOWNSHIP. 


SuitvKY  AND  Early  Settlement — Population — Organization- — Township  Officials — Schools 
— First  Land  Bua'ers — The  Western  Reserve  Road — Men  of  1839 — The  Cholera — 


Ridge — Lemoane — Luckea' — Webb — Conclusion. 


Landmarks — Churches — Si  ona' 

division  of  Wood  county  was  sur- 
I veyed,  in  1820,  by  Charles  Roberts.  The 
i settlement  of  this  township  may  be  said 
to  have  begun'  in  1833,  when  a few  of  the 
immigrants  who  chased  the  sun  toward  the 
Maumee  considered  they  had  traveled  far  enough 
west  and  determined  to  cast  their  fortunes  in 
the  forests  of  this  division  of  the  county.  It  is  j 
true  that  the  Western  Reserve  road  was  open  j 
through  a part  of  the  wilderness,  giving  a token  of 
civilization;  but  it  was  a trivial  token  of  which  no  ! 
others  would  take  notice,  save  the  brave,  adven- 
turous spirits  who  set  out  from  their  homes  in  old 
communities  to  seek  new  lands  which  they  could 
develop  at  will  and  in  their  own  time  and 
fashion. 

The  population  in  1840,  was  383;  in  1870,  in- 
creased to  1,057,  and  in  1890  to  1,803. 

Organization. — This  township  as  established 
December  i,  1834,  embraced  Congressional 
Township  No.  6,  in  Range  12.  The  first  elec- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  held  at  Thomas  Learning’s 
house  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1835.  In 
the  matter  of  territory  the  township  was  left 
intact  until  December  S,  1846,  when  Secs.  19, 
20,  29,  30,  31  and  32  were  attached  to  the  new 
township  of  W’ebstei.  The  old  records  are  in 
very  poor  shape,  but  research  in  offices  of  the 
county  clerk  and  auditor,  and  in  the  office  of 
Township  Clerk  Metzger,  resulted  in  rinding 
many  names. 

The  election  of  justices  of  the  peace,  held 
June  5,  1835,  resulted  in  the  choice  of  David 
Phenicie  and  Daniel  H.  Cole  for  each  of  whom 
the  following  named  electors,  including  the  can- 
didates, voted — -.\tiam  Bates,  John  Callaghei,  | 
Samuel  Wagoner,  Orange  Howard,  l.'aniel  Wal- 
lace, Isaac  L.  Russell.  Ichabod  Spencer,  Thomas 
Learning,  Huckins  Spencer,  David  Phenicie, 
James  La  Farree.  Daniel  H.  Cole,  d'homas 
Crago,  Jacob  Furry  and  Michael  Rogers. 


TOWNSHIP  OFFICIALS. 

Trustees. — The  names  of  the  trustees,  elected 
since  1838,  are  given  in  the  ^oiio^vi^g  list,  based 
on  documents  in  Auditor  Gahan's  office,  and  rec- 
ords in  possession  of  Mr.  Metzger,  the  clerk: 

IS38-  -James  La  Farree,  Henry  Bui'-se,  Orange  Hu'.vard. 
is4l — James  La  I'aii'ce,  Laniel  Iriandm,  J.i'.el)  Furr-,-. 

1842 — James  La  Farree,  Daniel  Flanuin,  II.  B.  \'an  Camp. 
1843  -Seth  Phillips,  Charles  Stoner,  John  Xoel. 

1844—  Seth  Phillips,  B.  B.  \ an  Camp,  John  Xoel. 

1845 —  E.  Tyler,  Charles  .Stoner,  B.  B.  \’an  Camp. 

184(1 — Daniel  Blandin,  j.  A.  Smith,  B.  B.  'Can  Camp. 

, 1847  Cornelius  L'aly,  J.  F.  Myrosc,  Charles  Stoner. 

I 1848 — John  Slines,  David  Kaley.  Charles  Stoner. 

I 184U — L.  M.  Gilbert,  J.  F.  .Myrose,  Charles  Stoner. 

! 1850 — L.  .\I.  Gilbert,  J.  F.  Myrose,  D.  Elderkin. 

! 1851-  -J.  P.  Elderkin,  J.  F.  \fyrnse,  Charles  Stoner, 
i 185'2 — H.  L.  Wood,  J..  A.  Smith,  Fred  Rolfes. 

! lP-53-54 — H.  L.  Wood,  Jacob  .Moyer,  William  Harrocyer. 

I 18-55— Robert  Daly,  Daniel  Rife,  Cliarlc-S  Stoner. 

18511— Robert  Daly,  Henrv  Rolfes,  Charles  Stoner. 

1857—  Samuel  Shrint  r,  Henry  Rolfes,  Charles  Stfiner. 

1858 —  Henry  Siebert,  W.  Harmc  yer,  J.  S.  Smith. 

I 185ft — Henry  Siebert,  51.  W.  Gilbert,  Henry  Sherman. 
1S()0-{.11-  J.  J.Iayer,  .Aanar  Smith,  Henry  Sherman. 

18(12 — J.  Mayer,  L.  Metzger.  W.  Harmeyer. 

I8t>3 — J.  .Mayer,  Kirbert  Daly,  W.  Harmeyer. 

18(14-  .Abraham  Lehman.  L.''.  \'an  Camp,  W.  Harmeyer. 

18(15 — Samuel  Shook.  John  Christen,  Rudolf  Hartraae.. 

18(1(1-  Henry  Siebert,  Daniel  Rife,  Rudolf  Hartman. 

18(17 — Henry  Siebert,  Daniel  Rile,  John  Eindi. 

18(18- Garret  Spade,  Louis  .51(.t/ger,  John  Emch. 

ISd'.t  - Aaron  Smith,  Henry  Roltes.  LiUiis  .Met/gcr.  iDaial; 

Chanibcrlain  appears  to  have  filletl  a vacancy  in  Df'Cl. 
187(3  \'al.  Hahn,  Henry  Rolfes.  .Aaron  Smith. 

187i)-71 — \'al.  Hahn,  Henry  Rolfes,  .Aaron  Smith. 

1872-7;-! — F.  Seibert,  John  Front/,  F.  .Se.ilscott. 

1874-75 — George  Brough,  John  front/,  F.  Henrv  F/r’yer. 
187(1 — \'nl.  Haim,  Louis  Met/ger,  F.  Henrv  Fre- \-r. 

1877—  Aaron  .Smith,  Louis  Met/ger,  W.  He.rmecer. 

1878-  -John  Front/,  \’al.  Hahn,  W.  Harmever. 

1S71I — Henry  Rolfes,  William  Ricker,  W.  .\rmhruster. 
188(3--Williain  Menter,  \\  illiain  Ricker,  W.  .Vruihrustcr. 

18bl — William  .Mentor,  \ al.  Halm,  W.  .\rniU'‘u<tfr.  e't 
h''82 — .Andrew  Kudaloff,  \'al.  Hahn,  Jtiines  McCaiciiv.'..  Si. 
18^3 — J.  C.  RickiT,  Willliiin  F.Khr,  S.  P.  H.uh,iua>. 

18t^4  .'^niuuel  Shiiok,  bred  .Scln'iin,  Juim  .\lyer<. 

18-5-8(1  S.uiuu  l Shook,  1 red  Sehwan  Henry  Hi’eitei. 
h'87  .Samuel  Shook.  Fnal  .Sclnvtin,  Frank  Bnuigt'. 
l.ssN  IPiiil  Grciilich,  Fred  Schwan,  Frank  Bnuigl'.. 
j 1S,'<'.I  Paul  Greulich,  Frivl  Ncluvan,  lknr\  lloelter. 

I 181tu  ;il  — Paul  GreuiK'h,  (oim  F.irk,  Henry  Hot  '.ti-r. 

I )8;i2-’.i3  Paul  Greuhen.  Jolm  irk.  I'.  W . Welling, 
j 1 >^114  117) — John  I',  'livers,  John  F.irk,  F.  W.  Weiline. 

! 181'tl— Denni.s  K.  Kalev  was  electetl. 
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/nsliitS.  — The  justices  of  Troy  were  Daniel  H. 
( oie.  Ti^avid  Phenicie,  1835;  Jehial  P.  Mar- 

tin, iS  56;  Julius  Blinn,  1838;  Henry  A.  Harris, 
,S’,9;  Thomas  Gorrill,  1840  to  1853;  Ephraim 
ih'icr,  1842;  Hiram  Pratt,  1847;  L.  Gilbert, 
j<i;_^9(clid  not  qualify);  Stillwell  Trnax,  1850:  Jona- 
than Stoner,  1852;  Joshua  Chappei,  1S52;  Solo- 
liion  Phillips,  1853  co  1S02;  August  La  h'arree, 
!857;  Joseph  Shook,  i860  and  1863;  Calel)  Root, 
1862;  William  Welling,  1865  to  1871,  aiid  1875 
tu  18S1;  Jerome  B.  McCutchen,  i866  to  1877, 
when  he  resigned,  and  1881  to  1S96;  John  S. 
La  Earree,  1S78;  E'.  W.  Welling,  1875,  and  1881 
to  1896;  F.  W.  X’S'elling,  1896. 

Clerks. — The  clerks;  D.  H.  Cole,  1837; 
James  La  Earree,  1839;  J.  P.  Martin,  1S41;  De- 
Witt  \'an  Camp,  1842;  Cornelius  Daly,  1848; 
Bc-Witt  Van  Camp,  1851;  Joseph  Shook,  1853; 
lames  Lynch,  1855:  A.  La  h'arree,  1857;  Caleb 
Root,  1858;  A.  La  Earree.  i860;  Joseph.  Shook, 
1861— 62;  Jeiume  B.  McCutchcii,  1863;  H-  H. 
Dennis,  1877;  Jerome  B.  McCutchen,  1878;  H. 
H.  Dennis,  1881;  \Villiam  Garner,  1884;  j.  B. 
.^!cCutchen,  1S85;  E.  H.  Myers,  1S86;  E.  F, 
•Metzger,  appointed  Sept.,  1892,  re-elected  1896. 

Miscellaneous . — In  1S96  Samuel  Shook  was 
elected  assessor;  Louis  Leaking,  constable;  Fred 
Claus,  cemetery  sexton;  and  G.  W.  Wagoner, 
J.  C.  Webb,  Jr.,  John  |.  Deuble,  and  S.  N.  Fox, 
members  of  the  school  board. 


Schools. — In  1833,  when  William  Gorrill  and 
his  wife  made  their  first  home  in  Wood  countv, 
within  this  township,  Mrs.  Gorrill  organized  a 
school  in  her  cabin,  and  thus  became  the  pioneer 
teacher  in  Tro}',  as  she  was  one  of  the  township's 
pioneer  women. 

The  enumeration  taken  by  E>.  H.  Cole,  clerk 
of  the  township,  in  October,  1837.  credits  Dis- 
trict No.  2 with  thirty-three  children  of  school 
age.  On  that  date  Isaac  L.  Russell  had  one 
cliild  attending;  Henry  Elder,  also  1 ; Silas  H. 
Howard,  2 children;  Orange  Howard,  3;  Thomas 
Beaming,  8;  Joshua  Smith,  5;  Benedict  Cramer, 
2;  Charles  Stoner,  2;  Elijah  Emerson,  3;  Elijah 
Baker,  i;  and  Daniel  Smith,  5.  Of  the  number. 
20  were  females.  The  value  of  the  school  house 
was  $25,  and  the  annual  salary  of  the  teacher 
•'t'72.50.  Section  16  was  then  unsold,  and  a non- 
l>roducer  of  revenue. 

This  township  appears  to  have  conceded  the 
■"ights  of  women  to  participate  in  aff.iirs  of  the 
hool  board  as  earl\’  as  1856,  for,  in  Decemlicr 
'■-’i  that  year,  Eliza  .Marv  Winter  was  clerk  of  the 
hoard  of  education.  The  taxpayers  of  Distrkrt 

4,  or  Sections  2L  26,  35  ami  V),  appear  to 
2« 


have  been  Alto  Gorton,  Mary,  Jacob  and  Wni. 
Sternaman,  F.  H.  Freyer,  J.  H..  Harry  and  Fred 
Hartman,  G.  Helker,  George  Joseph.  Lewis.  Ed. 
H.  and  J.  F.  Linker,  John,  Fred  and  Fraid< 

, Rolfes.  Joanna  C.  Shelleribarger,  John  and  Still- 
well Trnax,  Christian  and  Garrett  Tape.  Henry 
Holtmeyer,  Jacob  Emch,  Maiq*  O.  Epker  and 
daughter,  Henry  Epker.  F.  N'eiman,  Henry  Koli- 
ring,  Henry  iMcnter.  Daniel  Rife,  Eberhardt 
Samson,  Fred.  SamsOn,  and  E.  H.  Mentor,  Har- 
mon Sanders,  F.  Schw'an.  Daniel  Blandin.  J.  F. 
W.  lieminger,  C Rothenbuhler.  John  H.  Puck. 

1 Fred  Scalscott,  Wm.  Titcommeycr,  C.  H.  Winter 
and  J.  H.  Fahle,  with  John  Waterberry  and 
\\'m.  Seurs,  who  are  called  “ specolators.  " 

The  oldest  school  record,  in  possession  of 
I Clerk  Metzger,  dates  back  to  April,  1857,  \\heu 
Thomas  Gorrill,  George  Hopper,  B.  F.  Den- 
nis, Caleb  Root.  Williarrj  Sternaman,  Robert 
Daly,  John  Goss,  O.  G.  Smith,  George  Juseph 
, and  Daniel  Blandin  formed  the  board.  An 
' enumeration,  made  in  1857,  credits  Sub-Di.strict 
No.  I with  27  male  and  17  female  children,  be- 
longing to  Henry  Elder,  Thomas  Gorrill,  James 
McCutchen,  James  K.  Knaly,  H.  Siebert,  Joseph 
and  S.  Shook,  Fred.  Swarts,  A.  Snyder,  William 
Zacharias  and  Augustus  La  Earree.  In  Sub- 
District  No.  2 were  19  male  and  17  female 
children,  of  Jacob  Mayer,  C.  Stoner,  Harvey 
Haines,  V.  Hahn,  B.  F.  Dennis,  John  Shifferh  , 

: B.  Cramer,  Jacob  Smith  (killed  by  a falling  tree 
I later i,  J.  Smith.  John  Moore.  D.  Wan  Camp 
‘ and  S.  Howard.  In  District  No.  3 w'ere  27  male 
and  18  female  pupils,  children  of  H.  L.  V.'ood, 
George  Denison,  D.  Gibson,  Jacob  Furry,  Wm. 
Mann,  L.  Myrose,  H.  Buckland,  D.  D.  Foster, 

! Adam  Caris.  P.  Hartman,  W.  Witzler,  Henrv 
Sherman.  II.  Harr,  S.  Phillips.  James  L_\nch,  C. 
Root  and  Mary  Pratt.  In  District  No.  4 were 
58  male  and  40  female  children,  the  parents  of 
' whom  are  named  under  date  of  1856;  in  No.  5 
(where  a house  w-as  erected  in  18564  were  23 
male  and  32  female  children  of  Robert  D,il_\ , D. 
Hagarty,  fohn  Conway,  .Aaron  Smith,  M;u\ 
Smith,  John  Gilbert,  C.  Goodell,  O.  Goodi'll, 
George  Griner  and  A.  Perkins,  while  in  Dislrici 
No.  6 were  16  male  and  10  female  children  of 
Samuel  Shriner,  S.  Gushard,  George  Hopiwr, 
Daniel  Snyder,  G.  Kepler  and  George  .Miller. 
Among  the  teachers  mentioned  in  the  recor'!  of 
tlie  board  of  trustees,  under  tlate  1855  56.  am 
Mary  G.  Gorrill,  Augustus  La  h'arree.  W.  J 
Dennis,  M.iry  .\nn  Dal_\’,  .Maiw  Goodell.  llomw 
Buckland.  Henry  .\verill.  Ibden  P<rad.le\, 
Arnold  Mc.Mahau,  and  otiiers  w lu'Se  mimes  ;ire 
not  written  distinctly.  In  recent  years,  as  n the 
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past,  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  men  named  in  the 
•*  lists  of  township  officers  have  taken  a leading 
part  in  school  affairs. 

First  Land  Fiuyirs. — The  surveys  of  exterior 
and  sectional  lines  of  Troy  were  made  by  Alex- 
ander Holmes  and  Ambrose  Rice,  the  first  in 
1820,  and  the  second  in  December,  1833.  The 
vanguard  of  tlie  pioneers  possessed  the  land  ; 
before  the  final  survey,  but  immediately  after  i 
bought  United  States  land.  The  first  entries  are  , 
recorded  as  follows; 

Andrew  Stoner,  \.  \\'.  S.  2,  May  29,  1834. 

Charles  Stoner,  S.  W'.  S.  2,  May  29,  1834. 

Thomas  Bossier,  S.  X.  E.  tv  -S.  E.  'A  S.  2,  June  5,  18;>4.  : 

lunius  iXitter.son,  S.  W.  S.  3.  May  28.  18;34.  j 

John  Knowles,  X.  \V.  X'.  E.  S.  3,  March  3,  1835  (a  sohlicr  of  ] 
1812).  I 

Thomas  Phillips,  S.  \V.  X.  M'.  S.  12,  X'ov.  Bt,  1833. 

James  Kinney,  X.  X'.  E.  S.  12,  April  ti,  1833. 

George  W'hitestone,  X.  S.  \V.  S.  21.  Aug.  3,  1834. 

Michael  Rogers,  X.  I'..  S.  21,  July  31 . 1834. 

Gad  Sutlid,  W.  -S.  \V.  S.  22,  Aug.  8,  1834. 

Stillwell  Truax,  E.  X.  E.  S.  2.5,'Mav  15,  1834,  ] 

Abraham  M’hisler,  W.  S.  E.  S.  25,  April  14,  1834. 

Christian  Tape,  E.  X.  W.  .S.25,  Xov.  11.  1834.  | 

Fred.  Kolfes,  [)t.  of  S.  25,  1833. 

Jacob  Emch,  E.S.  E.  S.  23,  .A])ri)  13,  1834. 

'Kenry  Munshou  er,  X'.  W.  ,S.  E.  S.  23,  May  14,  18;35. 

\V  m.  llea.rst,  pt.  X,  \V.  S.  28,  June  27,  1834. 

John  Davis,  \\'.  S.  E.  S.28,  (Act.  28,  1835. 

David  Hoyt,  5,V.  X.  E.  X X.  X.  \V.  S.  33,  Oct.  13,  1835.  | 

Samuel  Di.x.rn,  S.  S,  \V.  S.;35,  July  1,  1834.  ] 

Edward  Lockwoc'd,  X.  .S.  E.  X.  .S.  W.  S.  35,  Oct.  13,  1835.  > 

Daniel  C-irsncr,  X.  S.  \V.  S.  X.  W.  -S.  33,  .April  13,  18;Pt. 

J.  P.  Martin,  S.  £.  S.  \V.  S.  33,  July  15,  1835. 

Fred.  Zileschote  (Sealscott),  X.  E.  X.  W.  S.  36,  Feb.  20, 1833. 

Jacob  i'urry  entered  Road  Tract,  No.  41,  in  | 
1833,  and  others,  named  in  the  list  of  first  voters, 
invested  in  road,  canal  and  swamp  lands,  taking 
deeds  from  the  State. 

'The  Wcstcrji  Reserve  Road. — One  of  the 
most  important  improvements,  in  this  part  of 
Ohio,  was  commenced  in  1825,  when  a “mud 
pike  ” was  constructed  from  Lower  Sandusky  to 
Perrysburg,  a distance  of  thirty-one  miles.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  schooner,  brig  and 
steamboat  carried  many  of  the  thousands,  who 
settled  in  the  West,  the  direct  route  for  other  i 
thousands,  who  traveled  overland,  was  through  j 
the  Black  Swamp.  For  this  reason,  the  build-  | 
ing  of  the  “mud  pike"  was  looked  upon  as  a j 
great  advance.  About  1825,  Artetnus  Beebe 
and  Ezra  S.  Adams,  of  Elyria,  bought  the  in- 
terests  of  Silas  Wolverton  in  the  mail  route,  be-  | 
tween  Cleveland  and  Lower  Sandusky,  and  in  i 
1 827  placed  the  first  mail  coaches  on  that  line,  , 
which  they  extended  to  Detroit,  via  h'retnont  ! 
and  Perrysburg,  in  1830.  In  1836,  Neil,  Moore  \ 
cS:  Co.’s  coaches  were  [)laced  on  this  end  of  the  | 
route,  and  in  1838  Toledo  was  nuuk'  a terminal 
point,  and  tlu;  railroad  began  to  make  inroads  j 
on  the  old-tirne  coach.  P>y  degrees  the  number  . 


of  coaches  lessened,  and  ultimately  disappeared. 
In  1875,  the  Chicago  and  New  York  fast  mail 
made  the  trnp  between  the  two  cities,  in  twent\-- 
six  hours  and  forty  minutes,  or  about  one-third 
of  the  time  required  by  the  mail  carriers  of  1823  to 
run  from  Norwalk,  Ohio,  to  Detroit,  Mich.  The 
pioneers  and  old  settlers  of  Troy,  Lake  and 
Perrysburg  well  remember  the  early’  days  along 
this  road.  They  relate  that  mud-holes  were 
created  for  revenue  purposes,  that  yokes  of  oxen 
for  helping  to  extricate  teams  were  kept  in  readi- 
ness, and  that  the  mud  holes,  convenient  to  each 
tavern,  were  the  perquisites  of  the  nearest  tav- 
erner.- Indeed,  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  mud- 
hole  owners,  becoming  tired  of  this  holey  de- 
partment of  his  business,  sold  his  interest  therein 
to  a neighbor  for  $5,  hoping  by  this  means,  to 
escape  retribution  in  the  next  world,  and  the 
curses  of  the  immigrants,  who  were  delayed  in 
their  westward  travels,  in  this. 

Ncil,  ^loore  N Co.,  whose  coaches  y>hed  ovei 
the  old  rnud-road,  wmre  made  the  butt  of  ridi- 
cule. One  of  the  eaidy  poets  of  WTod  county, 
v/riting  for  the  Maumee  Express,  in  '837,  de- 
scribes the  road  at  that  period; 

Xo  more  we  hear  the  Jarvey  say:  “Load  in,  gents,  all  is 
right," 

The  horn  that  used  to  sound  by  day,  alasl  now  sounds  bv 
night. 

And  soon,  deep-stalleil  in  endless  mud,  no  more  the  coach 
can  go — 

A lumber  wagon  takes  the  road— alas!  Xeil,  Moore  X Co. 

In  wet  seasons,  or  w'hen  the  spring  sun 
peeped  through  the  forest  and  warmed  the  frosty 
ground,  the  mud- road  was  well-nigh  imp.assable. 
At  all  times  it  was  a dernier  resort  for  the  trav- 
eler, and  the  bug-a-boo  of  thousands,  who  dared 
the  delays,  troubles  and  expenses  of  a journey 
over  it.  Time,  which  heals  all  troubles,  covered 
it  with  rocks  and  broken  stone;  but,  ten  ycar.s 
after  the  work  was  completed,  the  railroad  came 
to  rob  it  of  its  travelers,  and  to  leave  it  only  a 
small  fraction  of  its  former  \ ast  patronage. 

Men  of  iSpg. — The  male  inhabitants  of  the 
original  township,  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
in  1839,  were;  Orrin  Kellogg,  Joseph  Kellogg, 
Casper  Noel,  Jacob  Furry,  John  Gallaher,  James 
More,  Simon  Wagoner,  Thomas  Crago,  James 
McLargan.  Daniel  Walden,  Peter  Fisher,  Jehiel 
P.  Martin,  Joseph  Webster,  .Adam  Harmire, 
Daniel  Carsner,  George  .Albert,  Jr.,  Joshua  Main. 
Anthony  Ewing,  Dcr.ter  Leffingwell,  Thomas 
Plnlhps,  Solomon  Phillips.  Nathan  A\’hite,  Charles 
Stoner,  Benedict  Cramer.  Joshiri  Smith,  John  L. 
Smith,  AA’illiarn  Barr.  Simon  Stevenson.  Daniel 
Stevenson.  Hugh  Nugent,  Thomas  Learning. 
Edward  Learning.  John  .Anderson,  Julius  Blinii, 
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j. lines  jeffery,  W'llliam  Jeffery.  Frederick  Seal- 
Hannan  Saunders.  Jacob  Einch,  Jo’nn 
Ibick,  Hanic!  Blandin,  Stilwel!  Truax,  Jacob 
Wliisler,  Henry  Epker,  Henry  Hartman.  Henry 
I'n',  John  Rolf,  Garrett  Sealscott,  Abraham 
Wliisler,  John  Siril:er,  Christian  Tape,  Heniv 
Harris,  Meredith  Pitcher,  John  Gidsbey,  Thomas 
Hirrison,  Hollis  Deater,  Russel  Case,  James 
Itiown,  Samuel  Harvey,  Orange  Howard,  Silas 
M.  Howard,  Robert  Rugg.  Ellis  Eisinghuit,  Henry 
I iHder,  Isaac  Russell,  Jerry  Smith,  Thomas 
(.nrrill,  John  Martin,  W'illiam  McKnight,  Benja- 
min ^'an  Camp,  John  Goss,  Solomon  Wright, 
Ci.nret  Tape,  I'rederick  Rolfes,  William  Bushnell, 
'>cth  Phillips,  Elijah  Baker,  William  Phillips, 
'^uth  S.  Phillips,  Sanford  G.  Baker,  Benjamin 
Bromley,  Ambrose  Rogers,  Daniel  Smith,  James 
Huhois,  Sanford  Main,  Henry  Boose,  George  Al- 
bert, Philip  Hams,  Henry  Hams,  Alonzo  Utley, 
Cameron,  Cornelius  Darleta  John  Elderkin  (who 
bmit  the  present  “ Emp:’re  House”),  George 
Nc'vton,  Arnold  Sutton,  W’illiam  Corvett,  George 
Willson,  Martin  Burns,  Patrick  Welch,  Richard 
Close. 

The  list  embraces  the  names  of  many  whose 
lives  were  identified  with  Lake  and  Webster 
fowmships,  and  of  a few  who  became  prominent 
II.  the  history  of  Perrysburg. 

The  Chola-a. — In  1853  and  1854  the  cholera 
plague  struck  Tro>,  taking  away  I' red,  Julia  and 
William  Rolfes,  Philip  Hartman.  James  La  Far- 
roe.  and  others  in  1852,  and  one  or  two  from 
every  family  in  1854. 

Landmarks. — The  umbrella  barn,  about  three 
miles  southeast  of  Stony  Ridge,  was  one  of  the 
Biidinarks  of  the  road.  The  old  "Howard 
Ih'use,”  at  LeMoyne,  is  a good  specimen  of  the 
ancient  tavern.  "Elders  Tavern,”  owned  by 
K'issell  in  1835,  only  frame  house  on  the 

old  Reserve  road.  It  stands  three-quarters  of  a 
niile  southeast  of  the  railroad  depot,  at  Stony 
Kijge,  and  is  occupied  by  William  Elder.  The 
tillages  of  LeMcyne  and  Stony  Ridge,  on  the 
tdd  road,  are  modern  in  style  of  buildings  and  in 
^he  habits  and  customs  of  their  inhabitants. 

Uinrchcs. — The  Troy  German  Evangelical 
|-iitheraii  Church,  of  which  Henry  Rolfes,  Louis 
deiorrosee,  PC  Sarnsen  and  Fred  Xieman  were 
‘■riistees,  purchased,  in  iS6u,  from  George  Joseph, 
lands  in  the  western  quarter  of  Sec.  25,  T. 

' • R-  12,  where  the  society  began  building  a 
' •’■urci)  early  that  year.  To-day  there  are  about 
^ -ly  members.  The  heads  of  families,  named  in 
r<.;cord  of  School  District  No.  4,  in 
nearly  all  members  of  this  society.  Rev. 
'h  .-V.  Johan.son  is  the  resilient  pastor  and  teacher 


of  the  Lutheran  school  at  tliat  point.  About 
fourteen  years  ago.  he  succeeded  Adam  Burkey, 

: who  succeeded  Rev.  George  Cronewett. 

Andrew  Hays,  well-known  in  Montgomery 
' and  Perry  townships,  has  been  a local  preacher 
i in  the  M.  E,  Church  since  1844.  He  has  prob- 
. ably  officiated  at  more  ruarriages  and  funerals 
than  any  other  local  preacher  in  the  county,  and 
i has  had  more  Gospel  adventures  than  a dozen  of 
his  fellows.  A little  incident  which  took  place  a 
i few  years  ago  in  which  the  gentleman  was  the 
' firincipal  actor,  and  which  relates  to  Troy  town- 
ship, deserves  mention.  It  was  told  by  Mrs. 

■ Carter,  and,  of  course,  is  fact  throughout.  He 
' was  notified  to  fill  an  appointment  for  a brother 

minister  somewliere  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  Tro}' township.  It  was  a bright  Sabbath 
I morning,  and  Andrew  went  riding  leisurely  along, 
probably  thinking  over  th.e  heads  of  his  dis- 
course. Looking  up  he  saw  just  ahead  of  him  a 
church  and  people  gathering  for  service.  A_s  it 
i was  about  the  place  where  he  e.xpected  to  rind 
the  church,  and  about  the  time  to  begin  service, 

I he  made  no  inquiries  of  any  one,  but  hitched  his 
iiorse,  walked  into  the  church  and  entered  the 
pulpit.  He  announced  the  opening  In  nin,  which 
: was  sung  by  the  congregation,  offered  prayer,  the 
' congregation  sung  the  second  time,  and  as  Rev. 

Hays  was  about  to  announce  his  text,  a gentle- 
I man  stepped  into  the  pulpit  and  placing  his  hand 
on  Hays’  shoulder,  said  to  him:  "My  good 

, brother,  it  may  be  your  sing  and  pray,  but  it  is 
j my  preach."  Mutual  explanations  followed, 

; when  Brother  Hays  discovered  it  was  about  four 

■ miles  farther  on  to  his  appointment.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  remark  that  he  arrived  some  time 
after  his  congregation  had  got  tired  of  waiting, 
and  dispersed  to  their  homes. 

j In  the  matter  of  churches,  Woodville  was  the 
Mecca  of  worshipers  of  Troy  township  for  some 
I years.  In  1840,  a Lutheran  class  was  organized 
i by  Messrs.  Konrad  and  Cronewett;  a Catholic 
* congregation  was  formed  by  Father  Rappe,  in 
I 1843;  a German  Methodist  Society  was  organized 
the  same  year;  a Methodist  Society  in  1S44;  and 
the  United  Brethren  Society  aliout  the  same  time. 


STONY  RIDOtF. 

The  village  was  surveyed  in  May.  1872,  for 
Caleb  Bean,  on  Road-tract  50,  and  that  part  on 
Tract  38,  for  Samuel  Shriner.  George  Kirk  Ikmiu; 
the  .suriLVnr.  'fhe  lumie,  t.ikcn  from  the  pl’■.^■>- 
ical  character  uf  the  locality,  is  altogcOiei  a(i- 
I propriate.  'fhe  pioneers  of  Stony  Kidge  t'md 
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mention  in  the  sketch  of  the  township,  and  in  : 
more  than  one  chapter  of  the  general  history;  j 
while  her  soldiers  are  named  in  the  Military  chap-  ! 
ter.  The  “Empire  House,"  built  in  184S  or 
1849,  stands  on  the  hill  southeast  of  the  village,  ; 
and  near  it  are  the  church  buildings  of  the  com-  , 
munity.  The  postmaster  is  E.  F.  Metzger,  who  i 
is  also  township  clerk.  j 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organ- 
ized  about  1S40,  with  the  following  named  mem-  | 
bers:  Jacob  and  Fanny  Furry,  John  and  Peggy  i 

Noel,  James  McLargan,  James  Moore,  John  1 
Goss,  James  La  Farree,  Sr  , Joshua  Smith,  Sr.,  ! 
and  their  wives,  Mrs.  Gorrill,  Mary  Smith  and  ' 
John  Reid.  There  were  others  belonging,  but  > 
the  names  can  not  be  given.  Fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago  the  Stewart^7.  McCutchens,  Mrs.  Eliza  * 
Robinson,  and  Catherine  Eagle  became  mem-  , 
bers;  but  the  pcrsouucl  of  the  tirst  class  got  re-  j 
ligion  during  a camp  meeting  held  down  on  Mud  j 
creek,  in  1839  or  1840.  The  rirst  church,  erected  | 
in  1856,  is  now  the  temporary  dwelling  of  | 
Eugene  Morris.  In  1S89.  the  present  house  of  i 
worship  was  erected,  and  dedicated  December  i,  | 
1889,  Mr.  Albrittor  is  presiding  elder,  with  Rev.  | 
C.  M.  Myers,  preacher-in-charge.  Rev.  John  i 
Stewart  has  supplied  the  pulpit  for  over  a j 
decade.  | 

St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  was  founded  by  ' 
Rev.  PI.  Cronewett,  of  Woodville,  Ohio. 
Among  the  earh  members  were  John  F.  and  > 
Joshua  Cr.  Swartz,  Ludwig  Metzger,  George  j 
Miller,  George  Lederer,  Daniel  Snyder,  C.  Pfazel.  i 
C.  Mej’ers,  Adam  Snyder,  Jacob  Kurfess,  and  ^ 
Samuel  Gossert.  For  the  firstfewyearsservic.es  | 
were  held  very  irregularly  as  the  society  had  no  j 
church  building.  In  1872,  the  present  house  of  1 
worship  was  erected  at  an  approximate  cost  of  , 
$2,500,  and  the  parsonage,  which  was  built  about  j 
1880,  cost  $800.  The  pastors  of  the  charge  j 
have  been  Revs.  Buerkle,  Sheips  and  George  I 
Wolf,  until  1887,  when,  in  July  of  that  year,  the  j 
present  incumbent.  Rev.  John  Born,  assumed  j 
the  pa.storate.  I'he  present  membership  is  about  i 
150,  which  is  in  a thriving  condition.  The  Sab- 
bath-school has  an  attendance  of  about  seventy,  j 
The  Union  League,  of  which  Thomas  Gorrill  • 
was  president,  and  DeWitt  \'an  Camp,  secretary,  1 
was  organizeil  Ivlay  30,  1863,  with  lifty-one  male  ' 
and  nineteen  female  inembeis.  I 

Sydney  Erezester  Tost,  Xo.  tdn,  G.  A.  A’.,  i 
was  chartered  October  28,  1S81,  and  named  in  j 
honor  of  a soldier  of  Compan}-  C,  21st  (d.  \'.  I.,  ; 
wh(j  fell  mortally  wounded  at  Chickaimiuga,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1863.  The  charter  v.as  granted  to  | 
M.  Kopf,  H.  S.  Clifford,  d'homas  Mears,  C D.  1 


Dennis,  Thomas  Lee,  John  Priest,  Richard  Prie.'t, 
C.  Guisbuehler,  George  iMilier,  Jacob  Baker, 
Isairdi  Chamberlain,  J.  V.  Smith  and  Michael 
Burgemeister.  The  four  first  named  filled  the 
offices  in  Post  rank,  with  M.  Burgemeister  as  ad- 
jutant. In  1S84,  H.  S.  Clifford  was  commander, 
M.  M.  Carr,  adjutant,  there  being  thirty-one 
members  at  that  time,  with  headquarters  at  Le- 
Moyne.  Meetings  were  also  held  at  Stony  Ridge 
until  the  decrease  in  membership  caused  the  dis- 
solution of  the  organization. 

Knights  op  Honor  Lodge,  Xo. 
ganized  June  28,  1889,  with  twenty-five  mem- 
bers, arhong  w'hom  were  Wesley  Bean,  Nathan 
and  George  Robinson,  Marshall  Cole,  James  and 
Fiank  Wagoner,  Dr.  H.  A.  Noble,  Michael 
Hackley,  Lucian  Snyder,  A.  C.  Calkins  and  Sol  - 
omon Bouncer.  There  are  now  eighty  members 
enrolled. 


LE.\fOYXE. 

This  little  railroad  village  of  the  present  da}-, 
was  at  cue  time  an  important  stage-coach  sta- 
tion, one  well  remembered  by  tens  of  thousands, 
who  traveled  over  the  Western  Reserve  road  be- 
fore the  day's  of  railroading  were  introduced  in 
the  Maumee  Country.  The  “Howard  House,’’ 
a brick  building  in  Colonial  style,  was  the  first 
pretentious  structure  in  the  eastern  townships. 

The  village,  as  surveyed  in  I'ebruary,  1S77, 
for  S.  Howard,  Alfred  Dennis,  John  Webb  and 
IJ.  J.  Dennis,  shortly  after  the  opening  of  the 
railroad,  was  named  Le  >foyne,  now  spelled 
Lemoyne. 

The  first  store  was  established  in  1877,  by  H. 
H.  Dennis;  R.  Bollini  opened  the  second  the 
same  year,  and  James  Nicholson,  the  third,  a few 
years  later.  The  old  brick  cara\  ansary  has  long 
been  divorced  from  tavern  uses,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  Harman  Hartman. 

The  office  of  the  C.  H.  \k  A T.  railroad  was 
•opened  in  1876,  by  J.  \\k  Crawford,  who  wuiS 
agent  until  1880,  when  N Newell,  the  pres- 
ent agent,  took  charge. 

The  post  office  was  opened  in  1880.  and  m 
April,  1881,  created  a registry  office.  The  in- 
cumbents b.ave  been  Jacob  Mayer,  who  signs  tlie 
record  in  April,  (88:;  H.  H.  Dennis,  June. 
1883;  Michael  Ropf,  September,  1885.  and 
Thomas  A.  Silencer,  1889.  John  D.  Bringman 
was  appointed  in  1803. 

The  Trowbridge  Sta\e  Works  was  an  im- 
portant industr\  heie  for  some  years,  or  until 
the  forests  round  the  new  \ill,ige  of  Dunbridge 
won  the  industry  for  that  point. 
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The  Sawyer  limekiln,  established  twehe  or  \ 
thirteen  years  ago,  was  abandoned  after  a short  j 
ran,  owing  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  lime  rock  i 
found  here.  | 

The  earl_y  ventures  of  oildom  south  of  the  vil-  j 
lage,  though  earnest,  did  not  succeed  in  finding 
petroleum  in  paying  quantities,  though  latter- 
day  explorations  in  Troy  and  Lake  leave  little 
room  for  doubting  the  existence  of  a pool  in  the 
old  territory. 

Salem  Evangelical  Church  adopted  a constitu- 
tion November  2,  1871,  signed  by  Rev.  S.  E. 
Rife,  preacher,  and  members  of  the  society. 
The  church  building  was  then  finished,  and  rules  j 
made  for  attending  worship.  Among  such  rules  | 
was  No.  5:  “The  Males  to  be  seated  to  the  left  ; 
of  the  pi'eacher  on  the  stand,  and  the  Females  to  | 
the  right  of  the  preacher  on  the  stand."  The  ' 
society  is  said  to  have  been  organized  n Novem- 
ber, 1841.  ! 

United  Bi'cthren  Church  {Radical),  was  or-  | 
ganized  in  1S81,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Crim,  with  the  : 
following  named  members;  D.  Van  Camp,  R.  ! 
L.  Van  Camp,  H.  S.  Clifford,  and  their  wives,  • 
Wm.  Andrews  (then  a widower;,  A.  N.  Newall, 
Benedict  Emch,  Fred.  Barnes  and  their  wives,  1 
Ellen  Van  Camp,  Laura,  Katie  and  Barbara  - 
Hahn,  and  a number  of  young  members,  making 
in  all  about  forty  members.  The  present  church 
building  was  finished  in  1882,  at  a cost  of  $i,Soo, 
including  lot.  The  trustees,  since  organization, 
have  been  A.  N.  Newell,  H.  S.  Clifford  and 
William  Andrews,  while  the  other  two  places  on  1 
the  board  have  been  filled  by  various  members. 
There  are  twenty-five  communicants.  Rev.  C. 
T.  Doane  is  pastor. 


LUCKEY.  ■■ 

This  village  was  surveyed,  in  April,  18S1,  for 
Isaac  W.  Krotzer,  by  George  Kirk.  The  loca- 
tion could  not  be  better;  for,  between  the  rail- 
road and  a small  feeder  of  the  Toussaint,  in  ; 
Section  28,  the  ridge  assumes  a form  peculiarly  : 
adapted  to  a town  site.  The  main  street,  run- 
ning west  from  the  railroad,  is  a broad  thorough-  ! 
fare,  wanting  only  in  lines  of  shatle  trees  to  be-  \ 
come  a boulevard.  On  che  north  side  of  this  ' 
street  are  the  principal  business  buildings  — a | 
row  of  brick  house.s  which  would  do  credit  to  a , 
town  of  [0,000  inhabitants.  West  of  the  busi- 
ness center  are  the  cottages  of  the  people;  while 
on  parallel  streets  are  se\eral  cozy  homes  and 
the  church  atitl  school  buildings  of  the  commu- 
nity. Along  the  railroad  are  the  lirnek.ilns  arui  1 


stave  works,  and  round  the  village,  in  every  di- 
rection, are  the  well-cultivated  farms  and  houses 
of  an  industrious  people. 

The  store  of  Samuel  P.  Hathaway  must  be 
considered  tffe  first  mercantile  venture  at  this 
poini,  and  the  limekiln  of  Riddle,  Krotzer  & 
Krotzer,  the  first  industry. 

The  post  office  was  established  in  18S1,  with 
George  Luckey,  postmaster.  Samuel  P.  Hath- 
away succeeded  hitn  in  1882,  and,  on  his  resigna- 
tion, Charles  E.  Greiner  was  appointed.  In 
1885,  Edward  iMyers  was  commissioned;  in 
1889,  Samuel  P.  Hathaway;  and,  in  1S93,  (.L  F. 
Peabody,  who  resigned  in  January,  1895,  when 
G.  F.  Claus.,  the  present  incumbent,  was  ap- 
pointed. 

C.  C.  Layman,  who  located  at  Lucker  in 
18S4,  was  the  first  lawyer  of  the  village;  while 
Dr.  Pcabodv  must  be  named  as  the  first  phy- 
sician. though  one  or  two  medical  men  resided 
here,  for  short  terms,  before  he  began  practice. 

S.  P.  Hathaway  made  the  commercial  be- 
ginnings of  the  village  in  1871,  when  the  grading 
of  the  & L.  E.  railroad  fne-v.  the  T N O.  C.) 
was  commencad.  Ten  years  later  he  built  on 
Main  street,  sold  tliat  house  to  the  Myers  bro- 
thers. and  built  on  the  site  of  his  present  store. 
After  the  village  was  platted  the  other  pioneers  of 
trade  came  in. 

The  fire  of  July  12.  1893.  destroyed  the  two 
blocks  extending  along  the  nortli  side  of  ^^ain 
street,  from  Charles  to  Walnut,  including  the 
stores  of  Myers  Bros.,  .S.  P.  Hathaway.  E.  F. 
Peabody  and  G.  E.  Claus;  Krotz's  saloon;  the 
Hathawa}'  dwelling,  and  Mrs.  Wagner's  milli- 
nery. In  the  fall  of  that  year,  the  Hathaway- 
Peabody  brick  block  was  erected,  and  also  the 
Myers  block.  The  Claus  and  Daniel  Rife  build- 
ings were  erected  at  the  same  time,  and  before 
the  winter  of  1893-94  a row  or  terrace  ol  brick 
mercantile  houses  had  taken  the  place  ot  the  old- 
time  frame  structures. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  Webster  tosvnship  at  the  Walker  school 
house  a number  of  years  ago.  The  hcad(iuartcr.> 
of  the  class  were,  in  1882  or  1SS3.  moved  t<> 
Luckey,  where  a building  was  erected  on  a lot 
donateii  to  the  society,  .\mong  the  first  mem- 
bers were  fra  Austin  (who  has  b.'en  steward  or 
secretar\'  since  reorganization ),  Richard  Priest, 
Martin  Toole}',  Thomas  Holden,  Elisha  Holden. 
Fred  Miller,  Wm.  Goss.  Orlin  Goodiell,  D.uiiel 
Caris,  James  llopper.  William  Lance.  William 
Barber  and  their  wi\e.'-.  .Mrs.  Sanders,  Mrs.  I.eh- 
man,  Mrs.  Vleckie.  Mrs.  Clegg,  Mrs.  Krot-a  r. 
The  Church  is  in  the  Pemberville  Circuit. 
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The  Gennan  Lutheran  Church  '.vas  incorpor- 
ated January  23,  1884,  with  Conrad  Kuttler  and 
Gerhard  Dierkey,  elders,  and  H.  Hoelter,  Franz 
Vahle  and  Peter  Lehman,  trustees.  The  work 
of  church  building  was  commenced  that  year, 
and  the  house  of  wors’nip  was  dedicated  in 
the  fall. 

The  Salem  Evangelical  Church  was  dedicated 
November  19,  1893,  Kev.  Berger,  of  Peirysburg, 
being  pastor.  The  house  cost  $1,500.  The 
society  was  organized  by  Rev.  Rosenbarger  years 
ago,  and  services  were  held  in  the  old  school 
house  until  the  society  purchased  the  house  from 
the  district,  about  twelve  years  ago,  moved  it  to 
the  site  of  the  present  church,  and  worshiped 
therein  until  1892,  when  the  Catholic  congrega- 
tion bought  the  old  building,  moved  it  to  Luckey, 
where  it  is  used  for  worship.  The  heads  of  fam- 
ilies of  the  Evangelical  Society,  at  or  about  the 
time  of  organization,  included  John  Jacob,  John 
Christian,  Jacob  Christian,  J.  W.  Rothenbuehler, 
Samuel  Jacob,  and  their  wives,  with  Mrs.  Brandt. 
Gott.  Burkholder  is  steward.  The  membership 
in  October,  1895,  was  sixty-eight. 


The  Catholic  Mission  was  established  in  1892 
by  Father  Kress,  when  the  old  Evangelical  build- 
ing was  purchased,  and  fitted  up  as  a mission 
chapel.  Among  the  members  were  James  Pow- 
ers, Sr.,  M.  McCluskey,  Leonard  Earns,  John 
Hagartys,  John  Berning,  James  Maginn,  Henry 
Berning,  Joseph  Whalen,  Joseph  Kehn  and  M. 
Biskey.  The  mission  is  now  attended  by  Father 
O’Connor. 


WEBB. 

Webb,  in  the  northeast  corner,  was  the  postal 
center  and  shipping  point  for  parts  of  the  two 
counties.  In  the  fall  of  1S95.  the  post  office  \\as 
discontinued,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  Lemo\  ne, 
Latchie  and  Stony  Ridge. 

CONXLUSIOX. 

The  township  maybe  called  a luial  or  predial 
one.  The  agriculturists  are  sturdy  and  indus- 
trious, and  their  farms  and  homes  show  how 
thoroughly  they  understand  and  appreciate  their 
advantages. 


CHAPTBR  XLV. 


WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

Surveys,  Population,  Establishment,  and  Boundaries — Township  Officials,  Etc. — Pioneers 
— First  Murder — A Fai.se  Alar.m — A Sweet  Specul.xtion — E.xrly  Schools — Board  of 
Education — Otsego — Benton — Germany. 

Tontogany  Vii.lage — Municipal  Elections,  and  Officials — Post  Office — Tr.xde  and  Tr.xd- 


ERS — Churches — Societies. 

The  surveys  of  this  township  were  made  in 
1819  and  1820,  as  related  in  the  chapter 
on  Land  Titles.  The  population  in  1840 
was  244;  in  1850,  increased  to  504;  in 
i860,  to  899,  and  in  1890,  to  1,212. 

The  establishment  of  Washington,  on  June  5, 
1837,  was  agreed  to  by  the  commissioners,  and 
the  following  declared  to  be  its  boundaries; 
“ Commencing  at  the  Maumee,  taking  all  of  frac- 
tional townships  No.  6,  N.,  and  R..  No.  9,  E., 
and  Sections  i,  2,  ii,  12,  13  and  14  in  T.  No.  5, 
R.  9,  E. , and  Seclions  4,  5.  6,  7,  8 and  9 in  T. 
5,  R.  10,  tfience  from  N.  i"..  corner  (4  Section  4 
in  said  townsliip,  north  on  the  east  line  of  Sec- 
tions 33,  28  and  2i,aiid  b'ractional  Section  16,  in 


T.  6,  R.  10,  and  thence  west  to  the  Maumee," 
thus  taking  territory  from  Middleton,  Plain  and 
Weston  townships. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFICI.\LS. 

The  first  election  was  held  July  4,  that 
year,  vvhen  the  following  named  officerb>  were 
chosen;  Trustees — John  Croin,  Sr.,  Elias  W ■ 
Hedges,  Robert  Bamber,  Sr.;  clerk — Michael 
Sypher;  treasurer— Frederick  Bassett;  o\erseefs 
of  the  poor — ]ohn  Skinner.  James  Henry;  fence 
viewers  — John  Graham  and  Levi  ligglestoii ; 
supervisors — Caleb  North,  Sr..  .M.  P.  M.'ig.tn. 
David  Whitney;  constables — Eilmmui  Butties 
and  James  T.  Skinner,  and  school  examiner  — 


im 


' . -n.74  !Jv ' -V 

:ii-  -j.  1 ,7;j>l'":j'i4'Ai'’-  .4^ 

' •■  ’ ' y.  . i .-<k  T“ 


J_  ^ :n/;<i 
• 4 ii. ;!;:■>'■ 


U-f  : 


■ ?r:  'l'i‘'  M. 


. i liT- ; fi.-iof.  .kv) u.'if.j.i 
. iij;  aij't 

, ionri‘-  > 


„;  . ,1,  I 7riJ  :ii  .dd.»V/  ■ 

",ri  :■.  -■!  = ' 

fin J' . ' i.  I'  ' ‘ 

•;,;.tt-l  V.  ; 1 iniv,o  J)9U0.uj,-;*'t- 

ynoj^  boG 

v-i'rA.  K fi  Udlr,:/  :<d  7 fi\R  • ^ 

,,  , ^iaii u.jiitoiri,£  "'tJ-J-* 

i'^nvrv  Mu?  ifyrfi 

;t  b^4  :i875)bui:  V7i!J 

■ • _ , , 


'ursiH  ,T<4--u>n  :H  bw.  •:  Jriia 

;4-i07/  ^tvr  •,  ,.  ar.rft,. !* ‘ 

. ;ir  *.Qo?,.u  Vrij-  .lojasc^ 

' bi<'  rM  Jii  bl  '.l  ^^ov/ ^v'.' '.'tUY 
, ; ^ bs7.l.:  yvb.1  tnodB  e.|l 


I ij  bSY-.iP  'r  rj*  . 

r..ni.l.9vcm  .aniMMM*,®*  »>'?•'.<*»  “«* 

‘i.bl  ill  .■•i.r.iiil  '>rlT  ' .<lift.  lM'  lo) 

^1?'  iillv.'  f«rG  ,ilooi.\ 


r *■  I \y 

/ . J ^ 


>iaTHAHO 


- ...  n>e^yi OT  zorn'/aHaAV/  , ;.“  , ■ 

ii-.c„.._.o,:i  ,»  .9/1  A-,.:«,.«K.  t.!..'!-  . 

. ,.,  oa— l-JCC-  l . -.  .,iii.;l~.'.<iii'i.l«  -.  ■■  ..,^,„,,,0_,orK3n— I'i.»s-f0— V.OITAauaJ  . . ■ 

r\  ,, , .9.jiit"iJj3  jA'!l07Vi’jl/I— raOTvJ.tiV  *<Vf/vi>OT«pT 
.mT  -a.CA  i iAJ'./,!'?;!  ..  O • . • - ^^.;u-faii3oP.-**?3MOfl’ni3— enit;.. 


- i;,-',V.  -1/.  Ofll  ol'  .,OJ 

l yuMcjlbbil/  moil  7-!oi;ri.3  a«rij 

- • . : .?.qiri2fl7/Oi  !14'}30  H 


-r^O  "IIH2X  //OT 


,!t  • vUtI  bbd.asw  noilaoi* 

r.v  ^vjD.Tiq'  bMiicn,  )jnWA;do!  '!l' 

/ ..iP  ,moi:y '.'"UoH  ' 

rASiU-^At^h  :r  .isdu’.cH 

:3.i7Afcr,n 

. .*.''•  •>3  I'l’-c  mnuinO  nrfn|^  ~ - oi/ 

,i)),:H  briiiinba JX’!!*'''" 


* T«fcntrrti\Z': 


niobKtn  91S#/  qfijfiiiwoi  eidJ  io  2V7Viu«,3H 
isjncdo  oriJ  n>  baJiibi  as  ,bc8 1 ’(’ae  t»  1 8 J 
OJ.I5I  o«  noiulwqoq  sdT  .asUi  1 
ni  ;^o;  oJ  b^aj^xoni  iOf.Si  ni  anw 

.t  1 i f oJ  .OC'8 1 n>  bus  ,QQ8  pi  .OdK  * 
,c  onu{  no  bmJ^jn'uksV/ io  i.nj^mrladd^ 
bnsi  .awaoiaauntqop ''dJ P^;  .UrtrsHi 

^hLbauou.  «Ji-  «d  OJ 

losiUolIx^inWfiJ  .o^musW  udJ  r.  )^0»m.mnrnoJ  . 
a .o'/  ..5i  bn«  .:4  ,d  0/^ 

li  J.  .T  m *.  bo»:  t>  .£' ..» 1 •V,*;7'5®J*h 

i i,  .wi»=a  ;o  »«o»a  .>5  «H..r  .^1  .2 

1^92  To  »nil  )«GI>  otl)  no.ilnw  .^i.dsii^oj  1;^“^  "' 

1 ni  bi  oudoyii  IsaoiJosTJ  br.J!  rl  C-bnoJis  .1:  - 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


407 


Hiniliii?  Wood.  I5y  the  second  election,  in  tlie 
Sjning  of  1838,  Samuel  Flanders  succeeded  John  : 
Cro!ii,  Sir.,  as  trustee,  the  clerk  and  treasurer  and 
the  - other  trustees  being  re-elected.  In  1839 
Jeremiah  Ward  succeeded  E.  W.  Medges  on  the  | 
hoard  of  trustees,  and  served  with  Samuel  Flan-  ! 
ders  and  Robert  Bamber;  Elliott  \\’arner  was  j 
elected  clerk,  and  R.  Black,  treasurer.  In  i 840 
Jeremiah  Ward,  Robert  Black  and  Robert  Bam- 
ber were  elected  trustees;  M.  Sypher,  clerk,  and 
Samuel  B'landers,  treasurer.  In  April,  1S41, 
W-  ard.  Black  and  Flanders  were  re-elected,  and 
Elliott  Warner  was  elected  clerk.  In  1842.  John 
Skinner  was  elected  treasurer,  Robert  Black  re- 
maining on  the  board  of  trustees,  with  Martin  , 
Warner  and  Phineas  H.  Durphy  as  his  associates,  j 
Emilius  Wood  was  the  hrst  justice  of  the  peace.  ' 
The  Trustees,  elected  annually  since  that 
time,  are  nam.ed  as  follows:  j 

!R4:J  - Martin  Warner,  Jr.,  Joseph  ,\.  Crejis,  f.  T.  Skinner.  i 

1^44  -Martin  Wharner,  Jr.,  Henry  Marnleil,  Rdbert  IJlack.  i 

I8I0 — Martin  Warner,  Jr.,  Robert  Black,  Jacob  Crom.  i 

]S4(' — Martin  Warner,  jr,,  Rcibert  Bamlier,  Jacob  Groin.  1 

IS47 — Edward  A.  Ketchum,  Robert  Bamber,  Je-sse  tluff.  i 
184s — Edward  A.  Ketchum,  J.  Creps,  John  B.amber.  ' 

1840— Martin  Warner,  Jr.,  Eilmund  Buttles,  Henry  Burk-  4 
hart.  I 

18.70 — Edwin  Tuiler,  J.  T.  Skinner,  Martin  W'arner,  Jr.  j 

18.')1  — David  W.  Bamber,  .Martin  Warner,  Jr.,  Jacob  Ciom.  ! 
18-52 — P.  H.  Durphy,  John  Bamber,  Jacob  Crom.  | 

18-53 — P.  H.  Dur[)hv,  E.  Wood.  John  Bamber.  j 

18-54 — Edwin  Tuiler,  Nelson  Kuder,  John  Gundv. 

18-5.5 — Edwin  Tullei',  .Martin  Warner,  Caleb  Xcirth,  Jr.  j 

18-50-  Edwin  Tuiler,  ?vlartin  Warner,  Wbiliam  North. 

18.57-58  — Hiram  Cunning,  James  W.  Ce>ndit,  Joseph  A.  i 
Cre[)S.  I 

18-5!) — J.  A.  Creps,  G.  L.  Warner,  J.  Q.  Adams.  j 

1800  -01 — G.  L.  Warner,  .Septimus  M.iwer,  George  Green.  j 
1802 — Septimus  .Mawer,  Robert  Bamber,  J.  D.  .-\dams.  j 

1803  04 — John  O.  .-\dams,  .Septimus  Mawer,  Jacob  Gundv.  I 
180.') — James  Raymond,  Nelson  Kuiler.  Sejitimus  Mawer.  i 
1800 — Sidney  V an  Tassel,  Abner  Cummings,  J.  O.  .Vdains.  j 

1807 —  Jacob  Gundy,  .Septimus  .Mawer.  J.  Q.  .Ailams.  1 

1808 —  NeLson  Kuder,  George  Gi'een,  Jacob  Gundy.  j 

180!) — James  W.  Condit,  PBliutt  Warner,  J.  Q- -Adams.  1 

1870—  Bcrn.ird  Pliilli]  )s.  Thomas  Stone,  j.  L.  .51cColiey.  | 

1871 —  Joel  Foote,  James  Davis,  J.  (4.  Adams.  j 

1872 —  Nelson  Kuder,  Joel  Foote,  J.  Q.  .Adams.  I 

1^73— Joel  Foote,  .Septimus  Mawer,  James  Davis.  ! 

1874— Joel  Foote,  Nelson  Kuder,  J.  .Adams.  | 

187.)  70 — Edward  Beverstock,  Joel  Foote,  J.  (>.  .Adams.  j 

1877— C.  C.  Gundy,  Daniel  Murdock,  F.  B.  Beverstock.  | 

I818 — C.  C.  Gund\,  E.  B.  Be\crstock,  [.  (J.  .Adams.  j 

The  trustees  from  1879  to  1896  are  named  in  | 
the  following  list:  j 

I81!)  Freil  Peinert,  D.i\id  Petteys,  .S.  A’an  Tassel.  ! 

1X8()— Silas  Gray,  J.  S.  .Mattlu-ws,  Fred  Pemert.  ! 

18X1-  (J  (p  (iiiiKly^  Fred  Peinert,  J.  S.  Matthews.  1 

1XX2— Jacob  Huffman,  I''red  Peinert,  J.  J.  Black.  j 

l8x;i  Jacob  HulTnum,  O' red  Peinert,  J.  (,).  .Adams.  ; 

18X4  C.  C.  Gundy,  0 red  Peinert,  .\d.iin  Scherer.  , 

l''"^-'  .Aie.x.  .McCombs,  J.  S.  Matlliews,  C.  C.  tiundy. 

18X0  . McCombs  (.3),  Daniel  Huflinan  (2),  J.  .S.  | 

.Matthew  .s.  | 

The  election  of  Ajtril,  1887,  was  the  first 
'8’hen  a single  trustee  was  to  be  chosen.  John  S. 
Matthews  was  elected,  and,  with  his  associates  j 


elected  in  1886,  formed  the  board.  The  trustees, 
elected  for  the  long  term,  or  to  fill  vacancies, 
Since  .April,  1888,  are  named  as  follows:  18SS, 

Daniel  \V.  Huffman;  1889,  Ale.xander  McCombs; 
1890,  Frank  Adams;  1891,  Adam  Scherer;  1892, 
\V.  U.  Baker;  1893,  John  Phillips;  1894,  George 
Stone;  1S95,  Daniel  \V.  Huffman;  1896,  John  S. 
Phillips. 

Transactions. — The  Sugar  Creek  ditch  was 
considered  in  September,  1854,  and  Stations  22 
to.31,  inclusive,  apportioned  to  Plgbert  Husted. 
In  November,  1854,  the  trustees  in  session,  with 
T.  S.  Sabin  and  William  Pratt,  of  Weston,  and 
M.  Tracy,  of  Plain,  awarded  the  contracts  for 
e.\ca\-ating  the  Keeler  Prairie  and  Tontogany 
ditch.  The  White  Outlet  was  excavated  in 
1S56;  the  Washington  & Weston  Middle  ditch, 
the  Cummings  ditch,  and  other  drains  were  au- 
thorized the  same  year.  The  Donaldson  and 
Soash  ditches  were  constructed  in  i85S,and  also 
the  Elliott  and  Russell  and  the.  Green  ditches. 
By  March,  1859,  there  were  ten  large  drains  ex- 
isting. including  all  named,  with  the  Plain  and 
Tontogany,  the  Sittle  Prairie,  and  the  MT'Ston. 
and  W ashington  West  Town  L,ine. 

The  election  for  stock  in  the  Dayton  A:  Alich- 
igan  railroad,  held  April  4.  1853,  resulted  in  56 
votes  for  and  28  contra.  On  the  12th  the  trus- 
tees met  at  the  Jefferson  school  house  to  issue 
said  bonds,  but  declined  signing  them.  On  May 
19,  W.  Way,  agent  for  the  company,  called 
the  trustees  to  meet  him,  but  nothing  was  ac- 
complished; again,  on  the  20th,  the  attorney 
met  them  and  urged  them  to  sign  bonds  for  $io,- 
000,  which  they  did,  after  Way  and  Peck  had 
given  their  joint  bond,  for  $20,000,  to  the  tovrn- 
ship  for  the  faithful  observance  of  the  railroad 
company’s  promises.  Each  of  the  ten  bonds 
issued  was  fur  $1,000.  bearing  7 per  cent,  inter- 
est, and  payable  January  i,  1873.  On  May  28, 
the  trustees  levied  sixteen  mills  on  each  dollar  of 
valuation,  to  meet  interest  on  such  bonds.  On 
June  4,  1868,  there  is  a minute  made  of  the  fact 
that  the  trustees  took  2S0  fifty-dollar  shares  m 
the  stock  of  the  Afichigan-Dayton  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

In  April,  1S88,  there  were  127  vote.s  cast  for 
issuing  .$4,000  bonds  (or  buildintr  a town  hall — 
123  votes  against,  and  nineteen  neuLral. 

In  December,  1893,  the  trustees  and  board  of 
health  considered  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
township,  ordered  all  school  cl'ildrcn  to  be  vac- 
cinated. ap()ointi'di  Dr.  P-.  1'.  Davis  he:iUli  otficcr. 
and  .Adam  Sclierer.  samtarv  jioiicmnan.  and 
adopted  a series  of  rules  to  be  obser\ed  m guaial- 
ing  against  contagious  diseases. 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


The  old  journal  of  the  trustees,  in  possession 
of  Judge  Esving,  with  documents  and  records  in 
the  county  offices,  have  enabled  the  writer  to 
make  almost  a complete  list  of  township  officers 
and  a summary  of  their  transactions. 

Jiistiics.  — justices  were  Emilius  Wood, 
1838;  Samuel  Elanders,  1839:  Elliott  Warner, 
1841;  Samuel  B.  Campbell,  1841;  Jeremiah 
Ward,  1843;  Edmond  C.  Buttels,  1846;  Thomas 
E.  Jackman,  1S47-52;  Edwin  Tuller,  1849  (did 
not  qualify);  Edmond  Buttels  lOf  the  Thunder- 
gust  mill),  1850;  Edwin  Tuller,  1850-53;  John 
Bamber,  1851;  Ebenezer  Donaldson,  1856-59; 
Edwin  Tuller,  1856  to  1898;  Edward  Renwick, 
1862;  Robert  Barnber,  1862;  Charles  Lewis, 
1863;  James  L.  Curry,  1864;  Thomas  W.  Mawer, 
1865;  Geo.  H.  Van  Blarcum,  1865;  Luther 
Black,  1866;  Alfred  B.  Jeune,  186S;  Richard 
Ingraham,  1869;  George  Nicholls,  1871-74;  E. 
A.  Ketchum,  1875-78;  R.  H.  Freeman,  1875-80 
(resigned  in  1SS2);  H.  G.  Condit,  1882;  G.  A. 
Repass,  1884-S7  (resigned  in  1889);  John  Q. 
Adams,  1886-89;  Jesse  P.  Wade,  1892;  and 
John  S.  Matthews,  1895. 

Clerks,  Treasurers , Assessors. — The  clerks; 
Michael  Sypher,  1837;  Elliott  Warner,  1839; 
M.  Sypher,  1S40;  Elliott  Warner,  1841  to  1S68; 
Burt  Williams,  i868;  Geo.  Nicholls,  1872;  Silas 
Clark,  1873;  E.  A.  Ketchum,  1874;  Geo.  R. 
Matthews,  1876  (served  until  April  10,  18S4, 
when  he  resigned,  and  Dr.  A.  Eddmon  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy);  R.  J.  Collins,  1885; 
Geo.  R.  Matthews,  1887;  W.  R.  Marwick,  1S90 
(declined  to  qualify,  when  George  R.  Matthews 
was  appointed;;  Robert  J.  Collins,  1892.  re- 
elected 1896.  Treasurers  were  T.  Bassett,  1837; 
R.  Black,  1839;  Sanruel  Flanders,  1840;  John 
Skinner,  1842;  James  T.  Skiriner.  1844;  Nelson 
Kuder,  1845;  ^^Mlter  Cummings,  1852;  C.  C. 
Whitmore,  1873;  David  Petteys,  1S80;  Frank 
Yost,  1882;  and  Will  Waugh,  1895-97.  The 
assessors  were  named  as  follows;  Jeremiah 
Ward,  1842;  Michael  Sypher,  1845;  James 
W.  Condit,  1847,  Roswell  M.  Skinner,  assessor 
to  1854;  Edward  A.  Ketchum,  1854;  Joseph  E. 
Creps,  1856;  Nelson  Kuder,  1857;  Phillip  Bal- 
lard, 1858;  Jacob  R.  Huff,  1859;  J.  H.  Kuder, 
i860;  Joseph  A.  Creps,  1864;  Bernard  Phillips. 
1865;}.  H.  Kuder.  1866;  Burt  Williams,  1870; 
Bernard  Phillips,  1871;  John  S.  Matthews,  1872; 
P.  H.  Van  Valkenbnrg,  1880;  G.  S.  Kuder, 
1882;  Jacob  Gundy,  1883;  \\’.  Cummings,  1886; 
W.  R.  .Marwick,  1888;  Loren  C.  Pi)tter  (chosen 
helot,,  1890;  Christojiher  C.  Gundy,  1892;  C. 
C.  Kiuier,  1893;  and  L.  d..  McCombs,  1895  97, 
who  received  160  votes  on  the  Repubbean  ticket 


; against  eighty-three  recorded  for  Jacob  Douster, 

; the  Populist  nominee. 

j Sc/iool  Trustees.  — In  1 896  the  following  were 
j elected  members  of  the  school  board:  Conrad 
Beil,  Ananias  Shenower,  Jacob  \"ohner,  William 
Hyman,  and  Peter  Whitmore. 


Pioneers.  — Samuel  Ewing,  who  settled  oppo- 
, site  Wolf  Rapids  in  1819,  and  who  was  killed  in 
; 1822,  must  be  named  as  the  pioneer  of  the  town- 
1 ship.  His  farnr  became  the  property  of  Valentine 
; Winslow,  who  sold  to  David  hledges.  He  built 
: the  stone  house  in  1833.  The  white  adult  males 
i within  the  township  in  1839,  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: Isaac  Bossard,  Jesse  T.  Pugh,  John 
I Black*,  Robert  Black*,  Jacob  Barnthistle,  Rob- 
ert Barnber,  Jr.,  John  Bamber*,  Jonathan  Croin, 
Joslah  Cummings,  Abraham  Crom,  Josiah  Crom, 

I Solomon  Kuder,  jonas  Scockwell,  Jeremiah 
Ward,  John  Skinner*,  William  North*',  Henry 
Comager,  Joseph  North,  Caleb  North*,  Emilius 
Wood,  Elliott  V/arner,  Martin  Warner,  Martin 
Warner,  Jr.,  John  Warner,  John  Williner,  Rich- 
I aid  Hoff,  Ale.xander  Howard,  Levi  Lazell,  John 
: Soash,  Edmund  Buttles,  Noah  Reed,  Phineas 
‘ Durphy,  Samuel  Flanders,  St.  John  Wilson, 
i Michael  Svpher*,  David  Whitney,  Benjamin 
i iller,  Luke  Van  Tassel,  Merrit  P'lint,  Jacob 
; Huffman,  James  Henry,  Neptune  Nearing,  Ale.x 
Alcorn,  David  Hedges,  Elias  W.  Hedges,  Stephen 
I Cook,  and  Robert  Newell,  blacksmith. 

In  1833,  the  men  whose  names  are  marked 
- thus  * above  were  among  the  petitioners  for  a 
! road,  from  Miltonville  to  Green  Encampment,  or 
; Bowling  Green,  with  James  Smith,  Robert 
Cowan,  Levi,  Samuel  and  Horace  Hamilton, 

! Jacob  Crom,  Robert  Bamber,  Sr.,  and  George 
Barron,  who  do  not  appear  to  be  residents  of 
the  township  in  1839.  In  1834,  the  names  of 
John  Barker,  Jesse  T.  Pugh,  C.  Collett,  John 
Graber,  David  Hedges,  the  three  Hamiltons.  the 
two  elder  Warners,  Robert  Shuman,  John  Fea- 
gles.  Widow  Linscott,  Joseph  Haines  and  Elias 
W.  Hedges  were  here.  Michael  Sypher  settled 
in  1831;  William  North  and  Samuel  Hamilton, 

‘ in  the  fall  of  1 830  (settled  on  site  of  TontoganyV 
John  Crom  in  1831;  and  John  Skinner  in  1832. 

, Wdren  tiiese  pioneers  went  into  the  forest  from 

I * 

. the  river,  that  partol  the  Fort  Meigs  and  Wapjui- 
' koneta  road,  from  the  Mission  station  into  the 
I prairie,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Tontoganv,  'vas 
i not  cut  out  or  bridged.  The  Haskins  and  Boar 
Rapids  road  running  from  the  river  to  tltc  Perrvs- 
burg  and  bindlav  road,  at  Mackey's,  at  ^dl. 

: Ararat,  was  next  cut  tliroiigh,  and  then  tlie  ixiad 
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tcffirecl  to  above,  as  petitioned  for  in  1S33. 
Nfivhael  Sypher  moved  in  the  spring  of  1831, 
I'liim  his  tirst  location,  a half-mile  above  Milton- 
sillc.  into  what  is  now  W'ashington  township. 
As  stated  above,  William  North  and  Samuel 
1 laniilton  arrived  the  year  before,  or  the  same 
war;  lohn  Skinner,  Sr.,  with  his  wife  and  seven 
( hildren,  came  in  1832,  while  John  and  Robert 
black  located  north  ofTontogany  the  same  year. 
The  Barnthistles,  Solomon  Ruder,  Elliott  War- 
ner, Sr.,  and  the  Bambers  came  ne.\t,  followed 
m quick  succession  by  others  until  the  pioneer 
I ircle  of  the  township  was  completed. 

First  Murder. — The  township  has  not  been 
-without  its  tragedies  and  alarms.  In  1819  Sam- 
uel Ewing  settled  at  W'olf  Rapids,  near  where 
Bavid  Hedges  established  the  town  of  Benton  in 
liter  years.  One  day,  in  1S22,  while  visiting 
Richardson’s  tavern,  at  Roche  de  Bceuf,  he  quar- 
relled with  a man  named  John  Lewis,  who  struck 
Imn  in  such  a manner  as  to  dislocate  his  neck, 
killing  him  at  once.  Lewis  was  imprisoned  in 
the  jail  at  Maumee,  but  escaped  that  night.  Eight 
years  after,  Porter  killed  the  owner  of  that  tavern, 
and  suffered  the  death  penalty  for  the  act. 

J False  rilarm. — The  Huckleberry'  war  of 
1837  left  its  impress  on  the  pioneers  of  this  town- 
ship. A half-breed  named  Tibault  carried  the 
news  from  Gilead  that  the  Sacs  and  Fo.xes  had 
induced  the  Pottawattamies  and  Ottawas  to  don 
the  war-paint,  and  exterminate  the  whites.  The 
Ottawas  were  guiltless  of  the  charge,  but  the  re- 
port was  sufficient  to  drive  the  settlers  to  arms;  so 
that  on  the  night  after  the  first  new  moon,  suc- 
ceeding the  Indian  council.  Rev.  Isaac  Van  Tas- 
sdl  and  his  missionary  family  v.'ere  in  a boat, 

• uichored  in  mid-stream,  ready  to  fly;  a number 
of  pioneers,  fully  armed,  garrisoned  Guy'  Near- 
ing s old  mill  at  Otsego,  and  another  party  gar- 
risoned John  Grom's  log  house,  north  of  Ton- 
togany. 

A Szveet  Speeulatio)i. — Many  stories  are  re- 
lated of  Guy'  Nearing,  the  pioneer.  On  one  oc- 
casion tsome  time  in  the  “thirties")  he  made  a 
bargain  with  the  Deckers  to  pay  them  a dollar  a 
tree  for  every  bee  tree  they'  could  find.  At  that 
time  wild  flowers  were  so  abundant  on  the  {irairies 
ttiat  wild  bees  pros[)ered  better  than  tame  ones 
do  now,  and  it  was  no  trouble  to  find  a bee  tree. 

I he  Deckers,  who  were  skillful  bee  hunters  had 
'I'  lrked  a great  number  in  the  openings  skirting 
die  prairie  north  of  where  Bowling  Green  now  is. 
I’^earing  took  his  men  and  ox-wagons,  tilled  with 
■'^rrels  and  siiiqdies,  including  some  whisky,  and 
‘ line  out  and  a merry,  sweet,  jolly  time  they  had 
'k  Nearing,  wdio  had  feet  as  large  as  a small 


1 store  box,  attended  the  “commissary,”  and  packed 
* the  honey  in  the  barrels,  which  he  would  do  by 
I getting  in  the  barrels  with  his  feet  and  stamping 
: it  down.  After  getting  a full  cargo  they  took  it 
to  the  river,  and  ship'ped  it  by  steamer  to  the 
Buffalo  ntarket. 

, F..arly  Schools. — The  first  school  house  in 
.'.Washington  township  was  a log  “structure" 
! 12x14  feet,  built  near  where  the  Washington 
i chapel,  U.  B.,  now  stands,  about  1833.  After  tlie 
house  was  built  the  question  came  up;  “Who 
shall  be  our  teacher.^’’  /\s  that  commodity  was 
! not  as  plentiful  as  at  present,  it  was  decided,  in 
! 1834,  that  Michael  Sypher  and  Elliott  Warner, 

’ Sr.,  should  take  charge  of  the  school,  each  by  turn 
; teaching  a month,  their  only  pay  being  the  satis- 
; faction  of  seeing  the  rapid  advancement  of  t’ne 
I pupils,  w'ho,  we  may  mention,  are  now  some  of 
' the  old  and  substantial  citizens  of  Washington. 

! Thus  began  the  first  educational  effort  in  a pub- 
lic way  in  that  towmship.  Probably'  the  first 
i Sunday-school  of  the  vicinity  avas  organized  in 
; the  same  building,  with  X^'arner,  superintendent, 

1 and  w’hen  the  people  on  the  Sabbath  wished  to 
! attend  church  and  hear  a sermon,  they  some- 
I tim.es  went  to  the  “ IMission  Station"  to  hear 
' Rev.  Isaac  Van  Tassel  read  a sermon  of  the  Oid- 
; School  Presbyterian  kind. 

i The  “Washington”  school  house,  near  John 
’ McColly’s,  completed  in  1S42,  was  the  first  frame 
school  house  in  the  township.  The  meetings  of 
the  lyceurn  were  held  in  the  old  house,  and  de- 
bates carried  on  there  were  generally  hot  and 
heavy’.  The  cemetery'  has  now  spread  over  the 
' school  site.  Dr.  Lathrop  taught  in  i S3 5-36. 

1 The  “Jefferson,”  or  old  Tontogany,  school  house, 
built  in  1845,  the  second.  It  stood  north 
of  the  village,  on  the  old  Wood  farm,  now  owned 
by  Hiram  Gunning.  The  ohl  frame  was  pur- 
chased by  S.  L.  Irwin,  moved  to  Tontogany  by 
W.  D.  Herrick,  and  forms  a part  of  the  Irwin 
homestead  to-day.  It  is  said  that  a log  house 
■ was  built  in  District  No.  2 before  township  or- 
' ganization,  and  that  the  Sypher-Warm'r  house 
, was  the  second  building. 

' F)oard  of  Education. — The  first  record-book 
of  the  board  of  education,  in  possession  of  tlie 
' clerk,  begins  April  iS,  1S33,  and  ends  .April  10. 

1882.  The  clerks  of  the  ti'.'c  districts,  in  1833, 

' were  Edward  A.  Ketohmn,  James  T.  Skinner, 
Josiah  H.  Ruder,  Jolin  Bamber  and  J.  A.  Grep-- 
E.  A.  Ketchum,  Jesse  Huff  and  Samuel  Mimird 
were  elected  directo'S  of  Sub-District  No.  1 , 

' James  T.  Skinner,  Walter  Guinmings  and  Rub- 
ert  Black,  of  No.  2;  ).  II.  Ruder,  Martin  War- 
ner, Jr.,  and  tsyrenus  Gundit,  of  No.  3;  i,No.  4 


i 


j 


! f.X' 


" L'J 


;.l 


jiiJ 


o;; 


■ 'li 


’•IM  ,V1i:  -Vliftfn.-  )*.'  I lii  t 'Lfl'jJJR  ,/iO'J  Jioi^ 
li;.,.A-'.wi  .buiVA  -;d)  nc  vOMOtJ  fjlt 

• M . , - - . • ,>T  - - - 

• '.Vi,'..'  lii'l  '.■.litn-ii  > .n7/f>b^4( 

'nfqi'b  O-^  ■ 

. j'jn’Tj'/m  oji:Tl»H 

,i,  ;rxil  yri'i  - 

, ,...v.’.>  ^^  j!iud  ,Jw-3i 
,^r!i;  V/i  >!•  ,.il  .J  ,loqfc(V-'' 

■0  jfi  -s3  ;!( :r --jop  od:  jIiou  ejiv/ 

/ /•  J ■*'  ! ' b.  T->vb.ji5yi  Tuo-od  lIoHs 

' ;u  ■/  y-.  - i -.7'sq  ijs  tii-  i-bihijlq  erat'-n 
.Lm-  -j  lojrd.oii'  nb’  .r/b' 

.Icvdp^- dr'i  lo.g^nGfb  o‘Ai:J  h!o'.ni  - 
■:  -niud  vna  /b:':-  ‘sbrii  .d  ltioi-i. .:: 

■ i.vi'.jai.  'tdl  !-0 

■'■...■.a  -riii,  .noinyji^  G'rr.  ■■•■■  iG-r  ^..-.Mcpiq 

■ ■ ; i.-i  iGiltJGJbi-'tf  i^'iflrb  -aij 

d',  y,-..,  i .v.'dy  icjjoi: r.3i,'b3  Jtb  ’'Cf’ I 

■•.<’./ ’ dadobJ  . A!idv:7/uf  JiUl»  :•'•  .V'' 

■ k.) 

,:  , ,-.ji,i<  \i  .ibn/  ,T5«’iU'l«iid 

• . -iv/ /:;Gb.  4i'^  -b;=  ;ir.  -..{qiGjq  xUbi  jd/G 

. .;  • f^rii  & TG9.fi  t'l’-:  'ionjib 

-,  ■>  ■'  ViiCC.'.-'b-UOSP.-'.'jb  ■ c;'-7T'.:I 

" .Jii3  a-  Ur.di  jrV  Gi-apJ  .■.'&>! 


j:i  1.1  b^iioisbsq  iRS  ,97odG  *(>J  Ija’ibV’i 
.IF  b ,ni  bo^om  rjffq/<f '•■nii-^iU 


• 1 f - ‘ J *■  V 19J  • 

fiqjiil/.  alim-lUiixi  H ,cu'iJGat>i  ?id  .ii-al 

»mrHPiT''^ot  rK.j‘2ns.flZG7/  ‘//-on  ;«i  jfirt*//  obu  ,»!!»# 

■ ’ 'ir.illiV/  Ir6'*r.j<  »/. 

d ifiOV  9riJ  b9  ni76  fi.  nTinf.II 
d',//  ,.tc1  ,TD,n;fbrG  idob;%T» 
;.d‘W  n.  < ‘i'njvT' .naiHul . 


. i; 


y.  -'  >< 


'>1’  .y^l.' 


:!  i ■■.(,>(•!  . 

ivy  .Gja 


fjoj  . aiiiPi; 


^x7/  • ..  -jdJ 


ai 


f !•, 


Lug  J.'ua  . 

i4--/o 

■ i I . 

,)Ci^ 

; ■ ^ 

!}'■  '.m;.  ••' 


L 9kv ''‘9 ■/:'■{ dob"- b 
-afij  m 9<b-'  ai 
li  biril  ’y,'-  ..  *fif 

»G'.' ' i-f.'JT  ' Sir)  „'.■  •■■'• 

1 Ufi  i . /vi  irt 

qr.  ifl flu ! , ■*,(,.1  . .3t(?  U:Q{i  Ji 
.7</j-:a,;oiru/i  !)!'-•  :o  ' ,'i.’>cL9d':'{. ' ' ^ 

,j-i  .i>aouo2  yib  nb3lit.'d 


a :ir 
; ' V- ' 

•'Ml  ■ ' 


, ;r.Ti;f  .>  / - >> 

.•i-.il  I'lu  ;7f!'I 


V*.  ■'* 
iM  v;*-.  i. 
.7  '7 . » ■ I i 


*:C‘ ^ H ' 


iiuni  !i  '{.d 
i,  of  b:,/^>cfi  .b  vd 

..1-i.;iq  j;  ;nol.  bna- b >!TioH  -U  .'// 


r,  laril  liL, 


• iS  7/;b-rtt  ba^fasfnori 
7 ■<  oTaio.i  r oX  J3.nj!iiG  ni  iiiod 
if ' . -n..  V-T-jflq.v^-  dfiJ  Jadi  bflc  ,nolf£viiiGfi 


> .■gtiiblto'i  buots^s^sdf 


dJ'-G-hToa-Ji  JstII  7dT  - avsbuA\ViV  V VvW-j-  - 

,,'J  p t tn  i'*»sy?,yoq  r-‘  ,iioiiG3ub9  '1'J-  MROd  -J'  7 ty 

.01  Lvi/  ■[■P3  ->:i  Ltq/v 

,^p;u  r.<  3V(i«,b  '..'e>h;>b  .,:T 

,ir>nnrA<'  T r.iub  ......  ./•.  btav/ba  ^v? 

•p/;9lb  /.  . isdoTu^f  ridol  ■.TsbuTi  ....f  ,.Gi?-ol 

bT»:n:U  ibi--:  .A -..’J 

,i  u7-  ■-  b)  2ToJ39T*b  bsfdob  -iy^sw 

lioyi  Lmi  e^aij'unniuD  is.lc'i/  .Totwiidfi. . f 

-igV/  obiTil^.Tab/bl  .H  ,L;t  .0^  lo  .Jl^iiia  Jxs 
t .aX.t  ;t  •O'-  ,libnuD.€iin.'ir£S  b«c  .;  it 


iouni^ri.  brijc  -djU'X  'ir.iUiV/  ;*j7rd>!  »/. 

.6niue  TO  .-.i-bi^d  ifiov  srif  ba  ni76  n.  !iTinf.II 

’ fiav'.i:  luiG  oji’ ■ P'd  d' 

. VT^dfbi  brin!  iidoL  , 

';df  vrc^iOftioT  < ' dai'-n  l.jliiaoi 'i43LU| 

• ^raW-tioiLIH  .JvbiiX  iTbuuiToc:  vdT 

t''‘Tv/oIi<''1  9'ug3  ^.TiuifiaH  9iil  btiG  , ,tT»n 

, •;A9ii<'b  -.dl  bfu'i  «TJfi3o  vd  -Moic-.  aon«' dfGirp  ni 
i,,r,j.jjqjKi9  scvj-  qtr(g«7/oJ  arlfiaobib 
> itVtrJ  )on  <16/1  qrdp^.  ■’■  - ? oHT— 'VtVfX 
-niK>  Cb-:i  til  fens  Esiba^cU  gJi  Mjofhiw- 

•a-jil/i?  7i;ari  ..ibiq^SI  lio7/  in  Ulwsa  -sniv/Hban 
-lo  nv/oi  3j|J  bad4i!dr.l»a  bivpO 

’ oltd'w  -ni  ,v,.b  .o/rO  ni)»il 

’ -.sG-.-  '/d  uf..  adDoH  iG  .in-jVBlVftofibit.bi‘/l 

<-.;biiii.i  .pr/76J.i:d.vy  bam/uj  n 4.rn  <;  Alrff^tyAhi 

p.id  Lb..orp.d'  Tamii?fn  a riwX  ni/Tud 

..  qi  i-*art<!i-‘’q'ai  prv,*.  .!i».9(i<.)  Ir-  ni>d 

.}/!iiu  :u.'‘  btKjysoaa  ind  .a&mcjfil^k  iiiq  adi 
'n7*9vcj  1o  i.<,r'Vi/>  arlf  barllW  ,731^6 ua-j/.a/ 

: ;j:ia  3ifi  i...VvJ{*naq  liJKsb  btnoBna  biu: 

k*  tew  ,7:n  idsb'ajH  — vwWvU  /Aii^  b 
-nv/ci  p.idj  a-.'  pnsanojq  oiff  no  i»feu7q(fu  tli  fial 
L.  aiL‘  t..in/.  5 :b>,dit  b-anunj  t<ao-J<Ja!r.d  A .qidi' 

. .bp.d  Xns  ad'  .‘tidf  baafiO  moil  <’ww 

■ tw'u  efea^PdiO  brfjs  e.3u7«i;fjGV/r,J)o'I-»dJ  bS3uhm 

adT  vjn&^f  adf  c'/aidmia/?:'-' ..bna 
-a:  -ulf  n-r  ■•-iKda  adf  to  ^«aflliu^  3fjs'w..gs*//»l)<> 

ounnr;  .vduaeadfamro/kioia^du^  jgw  ru>^\ 
-r,u^  .novui  iiin  srirrafta  no  iRni 

-eaT  i'g  ' .IiomioD  narbnl -aib  -qnfUvao 

j£-d  fi  Jii  tfimH)  <7cnorei2mi:fjd  hnir 

73drn,  n s ,vft  of  vbeai  .fn£a/V-i>ifd-  nc  I)97c>rfon6 
~u.-.y  nyJ  banoeiTia’d  i>9rr7R  vlint"  .^radiroiq 
-T,;a  kiGO  Tadfona  t>iis '.o^aafO  ’ i« 

•-iicyl  U dtion  ,»aood  :^oi  >.'rnvx^>  nrfo^.  buno  ' 

.■(IWfiO* 

-sT  -o-iK  aanoJS  . 

-oo  ano  nO  ..issaoiq  sdi  .gnnfiaX  vuO 
^ n ybarn  Off  ■•'Koinidf  • odJ  ni  onnJ  .atnop..  noi^ 
s iidlob  fi  ftoril  YBq  ol  zxvAoaO 
I ifidj  iA  biuoo  3i«f 

^iohtinq  adJ  no  Tnahnudi; on  rrav/  S79v/oft  bi 

I ,.,r  , r.;  nariJ  TMJad.  boTjqsoiq  bb// 

-^>ad  f;  brifi  cJ  &iduoxr  h-bns  n 

bferi^eTaJftud  {ulUiTia  on<v. 


bwnT'eiajftun  

.-'uiuiaqi;.  sHJ<nt  laiinitoj  JGaiia- . 


U4JijriIV.‘/;  r •••  ' * , 

. e,  v;on  cta  ^n  vqiilv/oa  oTsd  w to  dn-n 

I lm«  .vdEldv/ 3ino«  )^mbnbrw  » 

i-  bfidyodJ  aniii  -(Hoi  .Juaa/g  'n7b(n  fi  f j,, 
liBine  £‘2R  ^ 


410 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


not  meniioned) ; and  J.  A.  Creps,  S.  Mawer  and 
Hiram  West,  of  No.  5.  About  that  time  a school 
house  was  almost  finished  in  No.  5;  \\hlliam 
Trill  was  appointed  agent  to  obtain  title  to  a site 
for  the  Otsego  school  house.  In  December,  1853, 
there  was  $5  I 3.  5 I in  the  school-house  fund,  in- 
cluding $19.03  accrued  interest  on  Sec.  16,  and 
$280.79  frotn  State  common-school  fund.  Tb.e 
township  ta.\  on  county  duplicate  for  1853  was 
$181.45;  the  sub-district  tax„  $ i i 8.  57,  and  orders 
of  former  years,  $42,23,  making  a total  of 
$855.76.  In  1854,  the  names  of  John  Crom, 
William  North,  Joseph  Jeffries,  Robert  Bamber 
and  Philip  S.  Jones  appear  as  directors,  while  in 
April,  1855,  tlie  members  of  the  board  of  1853 
appear  as  librarians  for  their  respective  districts; 
the  number  of  books  committed  to  each  being 
twelve  or  thirteen  volumes.  Sections  8 and  7 
were  established  as  Sub-District  No.  7,  or  Oak 
Ridge,  in  1857,  a levy  made  for  school-build- 
ing purposes.  In  the  six  districts  of  October, 
1856,  there  were  233  children  of  school  age.  Ed- 
win Tuller,  Hiram  Cunning  and  E.  A.  Ketchum, 
directors  of  the  new  district,  had  a school  house 
erected  in  1857-5S,  which  is  now  George  Merk's 
dwelling  house.  During  the  ensuing  twelve 
years,  two  districts  were  added,  requiring  nine 
school  buildings,  ranging  in  value  from  $150  to 
$450  each  for  building  and  ground.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  there  were  240  male  and  210  female 
children  in  the  township,  and  the  township  tui- 
tion fund  was  $932.84.  In  April.  1871,  District 
No.  10  was  established,  and  J.  \\*.  Sargent  was 
chosen  clerk.  A few  months  later  a new’  school 
house  was  erected  at  Tontogany  at  a cost  of 
$1,947,  being  the  first  school  building,  above  the 
cabin  style,  in  the  township.  By  1880,  the  ten 
districts  were  consolidated  into  seven,  of  which 
Thomas  Stone,  Jacob  Gundy,  C.  C.  Gundy, 
Henry  Thomas,  Joel  Foote,  A.  S.  Taft  and 
Thomas  xMdrich  were  clerks  or  members  of  the 
township  board.  There  were  then  148  mate  and 
128  female  pupils  enumerated.  In  18S4  modern 
school  equipment  began  to  find  its  way  into  the 
schools,  tor  in  P'ebruary  of  that  year  seven  cases 
of  the  “Complete  School  Charts"  were  pur- 
chased at  $50  a set,  from  Nickerson  & Willough- 
by. Dr.  A.  Eddmon  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
school  board  in  April,  1884;  in  April,  1S85,  ineii- 
tion  is  made  of  a brick  school  house,  the  first  in 
the  township,  26x  36  feet  in  floor  area,  to  be 
erecteil  in  District  No.  3,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed 
$i,iO[.88.  In  April,  1885,  R.  J.  Collins  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  board.  In  1886  87,  rnotl- 
ern  school  furniture  was  introduced,  Jacob  Min- 
ard,  C.  C.  Gundy,  I ..  R.  \'an  I'assol,  George 


I Cummings,  Joel  Foote,  A.  S.  Taft  and  F.  Filer 
I voting  for  this  innovation.  In  1888,  authoritv 
i was  given  to  purcha.se  a site  and  build  a school 
i house  in  District  No.  6,  and  one  in  Joint-District 
No.  2,  or  Snyder  Town,  in  connection  with 
Grand  Rapids  township.  In  1893,  .Zahm  Ste- 
phens, N.  Shenower,  \\hlliam  P>urditt,  John 
Baker,  Eugene  Huff,  Michael  Seetz  and  Charles 
Cook  formed  the  board. 

VILLAGES. 

Otsco'o. — This  quaint  old  town  owed  its  betjin- 
ningsto  Nearing’s  sawmill,  which  he  sold,  in  1S34 
or  1835,  1^0  Asa  Gilbert,  who  came  from  New 
York  State.  The  place  was  then  called  “ Gil- 
bert's Mill.  " Prior  to  that  time  Eagle  N Cul- 
bertson established  a store  there;  but  in  1834 
moved  to  Grand  Rapids,  then  named  “Gilead." 
Emerson  H.  Eaton  succeeded  them  as  merchants; 
Samuel  P'landers  next  purchased  the  property  on 
which  the  Nearing  mill  stood,  with  the  dwelling 
house  and  store  room;  rebuilt  the  gristm.ill,  put 
in  three  buhrs,  and  added  a sawmill,  so  that  the 
flood  which  carried  away  the  first  mill  in  1839-40 
was  rather  beneficial  than  otherwise. 

South  Otsego  was  surveyed  in  May,  1S36,  by 
Hiram  Davis,  for  Samuel  B.  Campbell,  agent  and 
attorney  for  Lerd  Beardsley,  James  O.  Morse  and 
Jeremiah  Fowler,  of  Cherry  \Mlley,  New  York. 

I The  location  was  at  Bear  Rap'ds,  on  the  N.  E. 
Fr.  J,  Sec.  35,  T.  6,  R.  9.  Samuel  Flanders, 
above  named,  must  have  succeeded  Campbell, 
for  he  was  here  in  1839,  and  the  most  prominent 
man  on  the  river  above  Perrysburg.  .\bout  the 
time  the  village  was  surveyed  an  old  sea  captain, 
named  Wilson,  carried  on  mercantile  business; 
but  Edwin  Tuller  was  the  merchant  in  the  hard 
winter  of  1842,  when  he  transacted  a large  trade 
in  the  hides  of  frozen  cattle.  Willard  Trull  be- 
came owner  of  the  mill,  but  when  Samuel  Clymer 
bought  Tuller’s  interest  in  the  store.  Trull  sold 
him  the  mill.  There  is  scarcely  a trace  of  this 
old  town  to  be  found  to-day.  .As  early  as  1839 
G.  M.  Gunther  kept  a hotel,  but  in  i 842  the  lu itr! 
was  the  dwelling  of  .Mexander  Howard.  Robert 
Newell  was  the  old-time  blacksmith.  Before  the 
dam  was  constructed  at  l^ear  Rapids  for  tlie 
Nearing  mill  a little  steamer  named  “ Crockett, 
and  one  named  “The  Sun,  " plied  between 
Gilead  and  Defiance,  ;ind  between  tMsego  :uui 
Defiance,  when  the  water  warranted  such  trips. 
Of  .\sa  Gilbert,  it  is  said  that  he  repaired  the  oi  l 
mill,  erectovl  a house  and  store  for  himself,  an  I 
two  sniiil!  houses  for  his  emplo\es,  among  wiio'U 
were  Charles  Smith  and  f^arah  Smith.  Ins  si-^ler. 
Tins  girl  married  Gilbert  sliortl}’  after,  and  wtieu 


ou- 


■\  .*r 


: 1 -T-. 


Ill .-'. 
'-  '"t 

V ; . , 


t1-;.T 

;i  !i! 


i.M  , 

> -.1  ;'K '■> 


)n:.  ! ii:  ; 

. i I -.biino-!.  ., 

r,-\  r.y'A}  nl 
i!^.-  i ' !■'< 


l,i\  :'  > ' ■'/.  i-  'll 


r>  -ji.' 


r . ..  jb'/,'!;':  K' ' 

J..V  .n»d<  .■'/  'naHq 

.'b.'K 

.•  orlJ  bain lol 


/•  t 


■ . ; f.'  ■ J 

,'K  , . v -'i': 

.inr.j  o 
i'  K'l' 


'4‘.  3,n-'fi,'.4r''r-— ' 
■'/  .!'■■  r o}n*.na 
y.cA  cl 

-:’4T  •/jJi.jci  4:.'Y  ‘ 

I "''fi'J  i/.ii't  ''‘.1  • ii.ti i'‘J  \n\>f  i 

■■;,  ',v  j!;.i  .-1  o-i-M  • •badftadRJS-j  Hobivad- ' 

tr  noiii  .riitijr;,/!  biiJ'Ti  1' v ■■/ 

, i 1'  j!.  •a';a.-;v  { 

• 1 / ’'il'  { E'3yb»l/»i  i ‘ i-', 

or  • 4Ji>.  .;..;-n3fe  i!*«! 

I,,',,  ‘ >■;,  r'i;id’J7  :mcoi  Jio)^  bfifi  OWC'4 

, ,11  (,.  ..i;.  r;  b^f;  m 

,•  . ' J',;  r-  '.iu»i  Ha'fiv/  bxib 

*'  ''  .'jo'rtfiilJ  !>xnf;'..-7djoriiET  .iGv/ 

,rj  ; xj;-4  rd  ba:«;'noa  X!;"r<  ifjuo?!  ^ 

..ns  tr-E  ‘a  ianmEd  ;i.d 

■-n-  'jy-<6U  .0  ay.'flEi;  i ^oi 

\i-^,V  .voUaV  v-noiiJ  ><•- 

.abiqtM  lo-'cl  IB  Ai;?,’  ; oCr.aoLf);-.  r 

,h-!':ni-a  .0  ^'} 

: :.  ! s.'/  ti  isu.-i  > ,L-j>''Cf;  ^;«-mor, 

Jnxrl.i  ra  Jai.'in  bn'i  ■>' 

,.j,  ,r,,-,!-’  :i''-"/T A '1  ci'-odb  lavri  a:lJ  no  nsb' 

^ r;-  15:  i,l(,  ii;'  -Ni-/.'  ''bGinV  tA|fl  ^aOJ 

■■,-■,  ■..blaB.j'Ku'T;-  iV.>  ' -.ii ! i.70  .H'-afi./V  ' J.i.Ed 


•■jja 

4>:n 


-,J  P'  li'At!;. 


-i:'}  g£V/  tsI'ijT  nhvl.J  Jbd 


a;r. 


i.i  lin-':  i o-i.iV;  'jiJiBo  na'.vo'd  1:. --.ab'd  brfJ  ''i 
rTTPb:  fJOlix  iuo  .bii'.:  'll)  V'' 

.-J'-da  vil)  II,  isaiahii  .d'saduT  Irt^non  ^ 
iri^  1.  -7:.o:  -cIcotg:;.  ai  sr.^ri't  .ifini  &dl  inm 

;’<!  .5,::  vlir,'.  ?A  .vcb-oJ-bnu- -4  ad  ")  hi^' 

j').  .■!  x.jli  1 j ? I ni  Jnd  ,I-.J,lof!  B iqad  li’dJttUvJ  14  .0 
-ixAoV  ■ ■- R v^oH  •fsbnB/yl A lo  ^riilb  wb  ,od J sb-'J  ' 
d3svaa-a'  .diiinadar-Ul  Ji«i)-bio  sri)  auv/  llavr^id 
iHr  70^  Tcaa  In'J'.mjaiJOO  aev.  nrBD- 

3rj-4->o::J  ‘'LaaiMv  ipa-.-.a)-.  aJjii-E  bira  >flnr.c7/. 
baikf  ".nuli  anT*' 

jiin  oTjoaiO  f^av/jad  tns  .yonBriaa  bm:  bfiaii. 

rt=ur.  l,;.:i.rr.ii.v  .v,.'i:w  =dj  r,i«lw  .«,u^teU 
a|v>.y{i)  b-JiiscjjT  'Jii  J'  nt  biB2  si  Ji  BaA 

ijtfK  .Jlaainifl  T'‘’i  aio)a  boB  aanoH  s:  , u.ii 

t(!  .ri  //  • 'I'KjiB  ,:>'7V<l'T.’n£)  aid  lol  easnoft  iiBai?.  owl 
' .1^1.  fcid  .tili  ng  d£7B8  biiB  dlinicl.gahBrfp 
nad  ?/  bnfi  .laJb:  vlJioiig  nsdiit^  bamfiM  hig  Bwii 


;8  .A  ,t  b0£  :(.banoiJcat.ii.toa 

tivjd  »7  omr»  J'.ilj  iiH.dA,- .J-.o/:  >>’  .iao//  roy.aH 
inBAli  //*  ■>•■ .«/.  ni  • 1zq:v\>i.Zir»: 

tMrtJ'lo  o)  Ui?!.. 

f ;vK  I 1 1 n 1 - A:nod  lood : ^ fvu-'  i ),a 

'rri;.bmd  adbui 

bnii-.cu-.nv^.J<-‘>ariini 
atlT  .{>f!:ii  k'uiiae-i'i'nnno'j  j,Uo)i 

3EV/  Pc«i'  ■*'d  al/odYnb -onjKO  ,iir  /«)  qirigaWQli 
1 ^lobio  ,-v' d' ' i * .X,*,]  lanuib-dne  adl-.M^-JdW. 

; ^o'  iBio,  « 

' t^cO  rM 

■ r norhj>^  .>  viiVit  ,n'qa2o{ 

, ni  pful  '.-  .yc^nuvh  if-oqqfi  feano]  qrlia'bbnB-. 

' ??«)  jo  baotJ  adl  io  ‘ 

nvhc'  xitoT  tiadl  ^o}  eoBn^idil  .«*  , 

i ' luavi  dosa  oA  baiiimmco  &'4ood  Jo  ■■isdttHin  aril 

huB  ^ .-i^fiushy  a.Qannil  avlawJ,  ^ 

inOv  ■ Jnn.Kl-drjS  gr,  baHsiMBiB--  aww. 

5 jt  Aii»  abuOT  '--Mi  B bu8 

--■(d'ar^-c  ill  snimn:>  ofis  nl  *8a-Boq7uq  4U»« 

n \v:j  irvTjbB  n ,7biirio.fJ^  aisv^ 

arndaia/l  .A  J Inrx  5,oinonJ  niBaiH.  r»aUu  F mw 
..vuui!  Inoflog  B .bBcl'.inh.iab  ■^■o^<  odi  joBioionib. 

; '"on  ?.i..riolriw  n*  baJoao 

: -ninaf!9  Offs  .9<nori  anUbv/b 

.«niur  ' ,lobbB  aaaw 

oi  moil  aulfr/  tti  .g^.^ibbad  loodoj 

- fii  j t' A- •''  ul  buy  T>nB  idniblu^J  )o3  .rioRi»  Pcb^ 

3buiJ  on;  buB-aiE.n  anaril  <^d 

-ij.)  ciifignv/oi  oil)  bn^  .qlriaav/oi  aril  m jjojbbrio 
.UiqAM  bmJnojJ 

.AW  .7/  .1  brurJiorf^AAJnlr^  O*' 

honjk  7/on  B lalBl  eriinom  v/sAA  ohab  rragori^ 
in  3200  c IS  {nBSolnoT  IB  boJoyin  gew  aeuod 
Adi  i37o.lE\:;nibii,u<J  boriaa 
na!  atll  ,oi73i  '{il  .qirisnwol  aril  m 
li.-iiiiv/  ■;  1 ,uaV3?.  olni  IialfibHogfioo  djyv/  elpnlzib 
.vinro  * J .3  .xbnyD  - rio.oKt  .snolci  eBfnodl 

:7ini  5U',  r .?.  .A  ,,slooJ  lao![  .aBinori  I , 

aril  lo  «a<imani  lo  xxiolo  rfonblA  3Y<^ori  f 
bn;i  01. nil  84- J naril  aiav/  aiorlT 
mabom  4.881  nl  . .balfiiomuny  gliquq  alsmal  8zi 
<3ri.t  VBW  gli  ibnri  ol  trs'^sd  Inamqiu^  lioorioa, 

, aagfio  nav^  ik»7,  bril  lo  ymndad  lol^ 

* -71)0  0197/  " 2nBd^  looriod  alaiqinoO  aril  10 
' -H^mriliV/  3?S  noaaarior/.  mod 
otu  io  viBiinooa  baloab  gBv/  nofnbba  .A  .1  jit 

.;881  rti  .InqA  n»  l.iBori  loc^riba 

, >?■•  Ukiaiii  .osnori  lobrioa  Jlaiid  « V>  abicra  noili, 
3d  01  .ROIB  loofi  nl  bol  Cd  /df  A.q<rienw(d  «nii 
';  baao/a  oi  Ion  i?oo  £ Ib^  J.  ionlidl  »«  b^aaio 
. gBW  amlioO  1 a rinqA  nl 

i -bom  ,^8-688 i fil  .biBod  aril  b.  /ibIsioob  baljab 

; -niMricWcl  ,b»Dubqilni  sew  srtoininri  boAoe  0 

i sgioaO  .b22*T  n«V.  .J  ,-<bnnO  .0 


WOOIJ  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


■Ill 


lie  sold  the  property  she  accompanied  him  to  New  i 
York  State.  The  post  office,  as  related  in  the  I 
history  of  Tonto<rany,  was  discontinued  in  iS6i  | 
or  1 362.  Samuel  I'landers  is  said  to  have  been  ! 
tlie  first  postmaster;  Henry  Mandell  was  ap-  j 
pointed  about  1S42;  Joseph  A.  Creps  followed;  : 
then,  at  the  close  of  the  “forties,”  Edwin  Tuller 
was  appointed ; then  P.  H.  Durphy;  and  lastly, 
Samuel  Clyrner,  who  was  the  incumbent  in  1861 
or  1862,  when  the  office  was  discontinued. 

Benton,  like  Otsego,  passed  out  of  existence 
many  years  ago.  It  was  founded  by  David 
Hedges  a few  years  after  liis  settlement  in  this 
township,  because  it  appeared  to  him  that  Wolf 
Rapids  offered  a good  mill-site  and  a market  town 
to  the  settlers  living  between  Otsego  and  Milton- 
ville.  He  was  an  admirer  of  Tom  Benton,  and 
in  his  honor  named  the  village,  which  he  laid  out 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  farm.  Emerson 
H.  Eaton  moved  from  Otsego  to  the  new  town 
and  opened  a store,  while  Alexander  Alcorn,  a 
chair-maker,  established  a shop  there.  Hedges 
constructed  a dam  across  the  river,  built  a saw- 
mill and  launched  the  village  on  a commercial 
career;  but  circumstances  opposed  his  enterprise, 
destroyed  the  town  and  left  nothing  of  it.  save 
the  cellar  of  Eaton’s  store.  To  the  traveler  who 
goes  north  from  Tontogany  to  the  river,  and  walks 
a little  southwest  on  the  river  road,  the  reward 
may  be  given  of  seeing  where  Benton  stood,  just 
as  the  searcher  for  Orleans  of  the  north,  who  ‘ 
visits  the  quadrangle  at  Fort  Meigs  and  looks 
into  the  bottom  lands,  will  see  where  Hollister’s 
four-story  building  stood,  and  the  home  of  the  | 
Wilkinsons.  The  Stone  House,  now  Morehouse,  i 
built‘by  John  Whitehead,  Close,  the  mason,  ct.  al., 
in  the  year  1S33.  may,  however,  be  seen,  remind- 
ing the  traveler  of  the  ideas  of  construction  and 
architecture  which  then  obtained;  of  1819,  when 
the  Ewings  selected  the  location  for  a home,  and 
of  the  tragic  end  of  Samuel  Ewing,  in  1822. 

Germany. — There  never  was  a village  surveyed  ; 
under  this  name  in  Wi)od  county,  but  the  title  was  : 
given  to  Gwyimrlale,  two  miles  south  of  Tontog- 
any, where  Dr.  Xieblung  purchased  a tract  of 
land  in  the  “ forties,”  and  attempted  to  establish 
a colony.  Gwynn  came  from  Ireland  or  England 
after  the  panic  of  1837,  built  a three-story  house, 
which  he  never  comi;letcd;  attempted  to  build  a 
corduroy  road  from  his  home  to  Otsego,  which 
attempt  also  failed,  and  he  lied,  leaving  the  for-  ! 
cst  and  land  and  tall  house  to  anv  adventurer  i 
who  might  dare  to  locate  there.  Dr.  N’ieblnng  1 
came  in  1845,  bought  the  Gwynn  house,  pulled 
It  down,  had  it  sawed  into  two  parts,  converted  the  ^ 
U()per  stories  into  a hen-house,  and  st)ld  the  lower  I 


stories  to  Dr.  W'aita,  who,  in  1876,  occupied  it 
as  a dwelling.  Among  the  settlers  who  followed 
Dr.  Xieblung  were  Ernest  Miehe,  Guido  Marx 
( who,  in  Centennial  year,  teas  mayor*of  Toledo). 
E.  W.  E.  Koch,  Albert  and  Robert  Just,  C. 
Marksheille,  Conrad  Bobel,  and  a few  others, 
w'ith  a party  of  merry  young  men  and  musicians. 
The  Doctor  was  wealthy,  but  his  wealth  did  not 
save  him  from  the  mosquitoes  and  ague.  Hav- 
ing lost, his  money  and  patience,  he  was  pleased 
to  get  away  alive  out  of  the  Western  Germany, 
which  he  aimed  to  establish  in  the  wilderness. 
Moving  to  St.  Louis,  he  established  himself  as  a 
physician.  His  daughter,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Orrin  Tyler,  of  Plain  township-,  is  still  a resi- 
dent of  the  township.  Many  siories  are  told  of 
Xieblung  and  his  colonists,  the  best  among  the 
lot  being  the  attempt  of  the  musicians  to  amuse 
the  cattle,  w'ith  the  result  of  destroying  their  do- 
mestic character  and  converting  them  into  a herd 
as  wild  as  buffalo! 


TONTOGANY  VILLAGE. 

The  first  settlement  on  the  village  site  maybe 
credited  to  Samuel  Hamilton,  who  came  from 
New  York  State  in  the  fall  of  1830,  and  selected 
a home  where  the  village  now  stands.  William 
Xorth  came  about  the  same  time,  with  his  par- 
ents, and  built  a cabin  where  the  fair  grounds  of 
a later  day  were  fenced  m.  .\  better  cabin  was 
erected  by  him  near  the  site  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  into  which  he  introduced,  as  house-keeper, 
and  wife,  Matilda,  daughter  of  |ohn  Skinner. 
Such  were  the  beginnings  of  settlement  in  the 
vicinity.  On  the  town  site,  Pinnock’s  little  store, 
10x12,  was  the  first  structure.  S.  W.  Whitmore 
located  here  shortly  after;  in  1856,  Edwin  Tuller 
settled  near  the  west  line  of  the  village,  and 
made  his  home  there  until  elected  judge  of 
pirobate. 

Tontogany  was  surveyed  by  Sylvamis  Jeffer- 
son May  5,  1855,  for  Willard  Way  and  E.  Lb' 
Peck,  who  named  it  in  honor  of  the  Indian  chief, 
referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  Indians.  Tlte  village 
was  incorporated  September  9,  1874,  on  petition 
of  forty-two  resiiients,  presented  by  W.  H.  Wood, 
April  17;  rc-presented  June  2,  that  year,  and,  in 
opposition  to  a remonstrance  signed  by  sixteen 
residents,  presented  on  Ma_\'  ii.  The  first  elec- 
tion was  held  Ajmil  it,  1875.  when  J.  Patchen 
was  elected  mayor;  G.  \\  hitmore,  tre;isurer; 
T.  Klussman,  clerk;  Wm.  Grom,  marshal;  Will- 
iam Allen,  George  Reed  and  Dr.  B.  F.  Davis, 
councilmen  for  two  years;  C.  C.  Burton,  Peter 
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Van  Valkeiiburg  and  R.  Freeman,  for  one  year,  j 
In  1S76,  the  three  last  named  were  elected  for  ] 
two  years.  I 

The  mayor’s  chair  has  been  filled  by  the  fol-  j 
lowing  named  citizens:  J.  Patchen,  1875;  E.  A.  ; 

Ketchum,  1877;  J.  Y.  Petteys,  1879;  J.  H.  ! 
Kuder,  18S1;  A.  F.  Klinepeter,  elected  in  June, 
1882;  G.  A.  Repass,  1885:  Edwin  Tuller,  ap- 
pointed December  31,  188S;  A.  Eddmon,  ;888- 
1895;  R.  J.  Collin,  1895-96. 

Municipal  Elections. — The  couiicilmen  elect- 
ed annually  since  .April,  1877,  are  named  as  fol-  I 
lows:  Martin  YMrner,  Z.  S.  Davenport,  L'avid  | 

Petteys,  John  Whitehead,  in  1877;  David  Pet-  1 
teys,  L.  S.  Pair  and  George  Reed,  1S79;  W.  D.  i 
Herrick,  C.  Burton,  P.  Whitmore,  18S0;  G.  i 
Dawler,  C.  Champion,  M.  Markley,  1881;  S.  | 
Pair  (vice  W.  D.  Herrick),  W.  A.  More,  ].  A. 
Parsons,  1882;  G.  Dowler,  C.  Champion,  S.  Pair,  j 
1883;  W.  D.  Herrick,  William  Heyman,  S.  ! 
Clark,  C.  C.  Whitmore,  J.  A.  Creps,  1884;  A. 
Barger,  C.  Hollis,  F.  Yost,  W.  Grom,  Peter  ! 
Peany,  1885;  W.  Parker,  P'.  Banks,  S.  Clark,  ^ 
Peter  Whitmore,  Whlliam  Chapman,  1886;  Will- 
iam He}inan,  Peter  Peany,  Peter  Whitmore,  j 
John  Patchen,  1887;  M'illiam  Leaker,  P'.  Planks,  | 
W.  Crom,  C.  Hollis,  1888;  S.  L.  Irwin,  A.  D.  ^ 
Foote,  William  Heyman,  1889;  Ed.  P'oster,  F.  ' 
Banks,  C.  Hollis,  1890.  Messrs.  Foote,  P'oster,  ; 
Heyman,  Plollis,  A.  Beverstock  and  J.  S.  Phil- 
lips formed  the  council  in  1891.  In  1892,  Ed. 
Foster,  C.  W.  Hollis  and  B.  Tasker  were  elected 
for  two  years,  and  fohn  Huston  for  one  year.  In 
July.  1892,  J.  L.  Plraden  and  S.  L.  Irwin  were 
appointed,  vice  Heyman,  and  Hollis,  resigned. 
William  Pleyman,  J.  L.  Braden  and  J.  Pluston 
were  elected  in  1893  for  two  years,  and  William 
Scott,  for  one  year;  while,  in  1S94,  C.  W.  Mc- 
Colley  and  Ed.  Foster  were  elected  for  the  long 
term,  and  William.  Scott  for  the  short  term. 
In  1896  John  Huston  and  C.  Plainer  were  elected 
councilrnen.  The  Union  ticket,  nominated  in 
I 895,  was  endorsed.  The  candidates  elected  were: 
Mayor  - R.  J.  Collins  i R.) ; treasurer — Ik  H.  k'an- 
Valkeuburg  (R.  i;  councilrnen — W.  II.  Heyman 
(D,);  John  Phillips  (R.);  Whlliam  Chapman  (D);  | 
marshal — William  Ivarl  ( R);  street  commissioner  ! 
— William  Plarl ; sealer  of  weights  and  measures  ' 
— Harry  Rudd  (R.);  school  board — kfrs.  Anna  ; 
Skinner,  Mrs.  \’iola  P'oote.  The  fifty-four  votes 
cast  lor  mayor  and  tiircc  votes  not  recorded  ' 
made  up  the  total  male  vote.  T’nere  were  ' 
twenty-two  votes  cast  b\'  women  for  school 
officers. 

The  treasurer's  office  lias  been  administered, 
since  18S3,  by  H.  G Condit,  1883;  S.  W.  Wdiit- 


more,  1885;  F.  Yost,  18S6:  R.  J Collins,  1887; 
P.  H.  VanX'alkenburg,  1895;  kVilliam  Waugh, 

I 896. 

The  clerks  of  the  village  are  nam.ed  in  the 
order  of  service:  T.  J.  Klussman,  1875;  Yk  H. 

Wood,  appointed  in  January,  1877;  R.  J.  Col- 
lins, 1879;  O.  Beverstock,  1887;  W.  H.  Leaker, 
appointed  January  7,  18S9;  P'.  A.  Boor,  1890; 

R.  kV.  Johnson,  1892-95;  John  S.  Matthews, 
elected  in  1 89G. 

The  marshals  were  William  Crom,  1875;  L. 

S.  Pair,  1877;  Henry  Champion,  1879;  .\1.  Wick- 
ham, -i88i;  G.  .A.  Repass,  1884;  J.  C.  Vv'ickliam, 
1885;  Yhlliam  VanValkenburg,  1889;  Charles 
Challin,  1890;  C.  R.  Crom,  1S9-;  and  Whlliam 
Crom,.  1 896. 

School  Trustees.  — In  1S96  W'Udliam  Pleyman 
and  Peter  Whitmore  were  elected. 

Post  Office. — The  first  postmaster  was  E. 
Pennock,  appointed  September  12,  1857;  the 
second,  S.  Wh  Whitmore,  followed  by  .Abrahaui 
Edgerton.  George  Lewis,  George  Moore,  Fred. 
P'oote  (1868),  H.  L.  Thorndyke,  Luther  Black, 
William  Crom,  A.  I).  P'oote  (18851,  C.  C. 
Gundy  (1889),  P'rank  Yost  (1892)  and  .A.  D. 
Foote  (1893-97). 

Trade  and  Traders. — The  C.  H.  & D.  rail- 
road was  completed  to  Tontogany  June  17, 
1859,  and  the  last  rail  placed  by  Superintendent 
R.  M.  Shoemaker,  August  18,  when  the  train 
from  Cincinnati  ran  over  tlie  road  to  Toledo. 
.After  the  war,  the  Bowling  Green  people  dis- 
cussed the  subject  of  building  a branch  line  to 
connect  their  village  with  the  C.  H.  .Y  D. ; but 
the  project  did  not  take  proper  shape  until  May, 
1874,  when  a route  was  surveyed  by  David  Don- 
aldson. -As  told  in  the  pages  devoted  to  Trans- 
portation, and  to  Bowling  Green,  this  branch 
line  was  constructed,  and  in  .April,  1875,  was 
dtibbed  “The  Slippery  Pllin  Road,"  by  the  rail- 
roaders at  Tontogany.  The  completion  of  the 
trunk  line,  in  1859,  gave  an  impetus  to  trade, 
and  the  village  became  a tUriving  little  town.  In 
1862,  it  boasted  of  a good  hotel  kept  b_v  .\.  C.  1'. 
Drury;  two  grain  houses  with  a capacity’  of  50.- 
000  bushels;  two  church  buildings;  one  saw'unll. 
and  four  or  five  stores.  In  1859,  S.  W.  Whit- 
more established  a general  store,  which,  in  1802. 
as  in  later  years,  was  the  center  of  village  trade. 

The  Tontogany  lire  of  December  31,  1870, 
destroyed  Black  Y Ingraham's  drug  store,  Will- 
iam Allen’s  store,  George  Reed’s  store,  and  the 
Masonic  hall  above  it;  Cooley's  grocery  and 
Ridgeway’s  tailor  shop.  The  burned  territory  w as 
rebuilt,  and  within  a few  years  there  were  estab- 
lished Black’s  grocery  store,  Davis  Y Collins' 
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aiui  n^'-  EJ.dmon's  drugstores.  E.  J.  Matthew’s 
hverv,  Cl'.ampion  & Son’s  implement  warehouse, 
William  Moore’s  harness  shop,  W’illiam  Ladd's 
(i.irncss  shop,  Merkle)’'s  furniture  store,  \'an- 
\'alkenburg’s  general  store,  Jacob  Huffman's  ele- 
vator, Wh  Id.  Herrick’s  saw  and  planing-mill,  and  | 
llu'  Tontogany  gristmill.  The  gristmill  was 
burned  in  1893,  while  the  planing-mill  is  operated 
liy  George  Gill.  Koyce  & Coon's  elevator,  built  : 
bv  S.  Mb  Whitmore  sixteen  years  ago,  and  the 
steel  grain  tanks  constructed  in  1895,  tell  at  once 
that  the  village  is  in  the  center  of  a great  grain 
region. 

Chityches. — The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Tontogany  received  a deed  to  lot  124  on  May  i 
iS,  1861,  from  James  T.  Skinner  and  others,  i 
The  building  was  completed  later  that  year,  and 
dedicated  by  Thomas  Barkdull,  an  uncle  of  Rev. 

T.  N.  Barkdull.  then  supply  in  the  Bowling  Green 
Circuit.  He;*  was  preacher-in-charge  from  1869 
to  1872,  and  noted  the  Tontogany  clioir  as  the 
best  in  his  five  appointments.  J.  S.  Skinner  was  | 
then  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school;  the  ; 
cluirch  house  was  refitted,  and  the  membership  in  ^ 
stanch  order.  The  class  in  1866  comprised 
Thomas  B.  and  Sarah  Smith,  Walter,  Olive  and  ■ 
Lucy  Cummings,  Jonathan  and  S.  M.  White,  ; 
Nancy  Green,  Andrew  ].  and  Ellen  Ketchum, 
Nevin  and  Ann  Custar,  and  Mrs.  S.  Parks,  with  | 
Sarah  and  James  L.  Curr}’.  The  officials  of  Ton-  j 
togany  charge,  in  1873,  were  J.  T.  Skinner,  W.  | 
Cummings  and  A,  S.  Condit,  stewards;  bVilliam  ; 
.Alien,  J.  S.  Skinner,  S.  E.  Clark  and  Josephine  | 
Wood,  class  leaders;  Henry  Warner  and  A.  Taft, 
local  preachers;  A.  Taft,  H.  Warner,  W.  Cuin- 
iiiings  and  S.  AV.  Whitmore,  trustees.  The 
second  quarterly  Conference  of  the  WTston  Cir- 
cuit was  held  at  Tontogany  January  31,  1874, 
W.  W.  Winters  presiding,  with  .A.  S.  Condit,  1 
secretary.  A.  C.  Barnes  signed  the  records  in 
1874  as  pastor.  In  1881,  R.  J.  Collins  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  the  Conference  of  Tontogany 
and  Weston  charges.  The  first  quarterly  Con- 
ference of  the  Tontogany  and  Portage  Circuit  was 
held  at  Mount  Pleasant  church,  October  2 i , 1882, 
Rev.  J.  R.  Henderson  being  then  pastor,  with  R. 

J.  Collins,  J.  J.  Black  and  J.  T.  Skinner,  stewards.  , 
The  pastoi’s  salary  was  then  $550,  Tontogany 
class  contributing  -$213,  Mount  Pleasant  $135, 
Portage  $150,  and  South  Libert}',  $50;  while  tlie  ; 
total  revenue  of  the  four  Churches  was  $675.50.  , 
III  the  records  of  the  Gilead  Society,  references 
are  made  to  this  Church  in  common  with  others  ' 
in  the  old  circuit.  ' 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Tontogany  ; 
Was  incorporated  in  1867,  with  Martin  W'arner  ' 


and  George  Reed,  trustees,  and  Elliott  AA’arner 
clerk.  It  was  organized  September  4,  i86r,  with 
Elliott''-'  and  Amelia.  Martin’-'  and  Ha-nnah  and 
Nanev  Warner,  Han iet  Tupper,  J.  \Ak'--'  and  Sarah 
Condit,  George  S.  and  Charlotte  Warner.  Hcnry 
Pierce,  William,  Rhoda  and  Mary  Binn,  William 
and  Sarah  Feathers,  and  Nelson  and  Eliza  Ruder. 
The  members  whose  names  are  marked  tlus-^g 
with  H.  G.  Condit,  A.  D.  Foote,  R.  Al.  Skinner 
and  C.  W.  AlcColley  have  served  as  elders,  while 
Elliott  Warner  and  A.  D.  Foote  have  been  the 
clerks.  No  less  than  eleven  pastors  have  been 
called  since  1S61,  namel}':  Revs.  Perry  C.  Bald- 

win, G.'  R.  McCarthy,  William  McLaren,  Janres 
E.  A’ance,  Chauncy  Taylor,  Sherman  Taylor,  N. 
C.  Helfrich,  John  R.  I'evey,  H.  G.  Dennison, 
H.  W.  Cross  and  C.  L.  Herold.  The  present 
house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1S61,  at  a cost 
of  $1,600,  and  in  it  the  sixty-three  members 
worship  to-day. 

The  German  Reformed  Congregation  of 
Beaver  Creek  was  organized  by  Rev.  A.  Tusmeire 
May  21,  1868,  with  John  Niehoff,  clerk. 

The  Evangelical  Association  is  represented 
here,  but  the  Methodist  and  Pre-sbvteriau  Churches 
claim  as  members  the  larger  portion  of  the  church- 
going  population. 

0l(/  JLiso/n'c  Lodge. — In  1 843  Emilius  Wood, 
Martin  Warner,  David  Maginnis,  Sr.,  Sylvanus 
Hatch,  Morrison  McMillen,  Jairus  Curtis,  Mor- 
ris Brown  and  Leonard  Pierce  organized  the 
first  lodge  of  Free  Masons  in  Wood  countv,  ex- 
cepting the  military  lodge  formed  at  Fort  Meigs 
in  1813,  and  for  several  years  they  held  their 
meetings  in  an  upper  room  of  Wood's  log  house, 
on  Tontogany  creek,  about  one  mile  north  of  the 
present  village.  It  was  moved  to  Mt.  Ararat 
above  Bowling  Green,  and  thence  to  Bowling 
Green,  where  it  is  now  working. 

Tontogany  Lodge,  No.  /•,'/,  M.  F.  & A.  M., 
was  organized  U.  D.,  January  10,  1870,  with 
seventeen  members;  L.  A\b  Moe,  Luther  Black. 
P'red  Foote.  J.  T.  and  J.  S.  Skinner,  C.  C.  Bur- 
ton, H.  L.  Thorndyke,  George  Pitcher,  R.  In- 
graham. J.  M.  Cu mining,  M\ron  Legalley.  E. 
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first  secretary  was  j.  S.  Skinner,  followed  b\- 
Edwin  Taller,  i8/2-:874;  Frank  Yost,  iS75; 
E.  C.  Ketchnn'i.  1876;  C.  C.  Whitmore,  1877; 
Etlwin  Taller,  1878-80;].  S.  Matthew’s,  iSSi  to 
1887;  W.  K.  Marwick,  r888;  J.  S,  l\latthews, 
1889;  C.  \V.  WhitniOie,  1891;  Frank  Yost, 
1892-93;].  C.  Ereenian,  1894-96.  There  were 
thirty-seven  members  on  August  23,  1893,  to 
whom  four  have  been  addeil,  but  one  has  been 
demitted,  making  forty  members. 

Toutogan  v Lodge,  Xo.  777,  I.  O.  O.  F. , was 
chartered  ^lay  20,  1S87,  and  instituted  August 
4,  1887,  with  the  following  charter  members:  A. 

D.  Foote,  H.  C.  Daniels.  ].  W.  \'an  N’alkenburg, 

facob  Doustei,  D.  C.  Bemis,  C.  W.  McColley, 
\\k  M.  Cobley,  M-  Wilcox,  A.  Eddmon,  K.  \V. 
]ohnson,  G.  E.  Matth.ews,  Henry  Goodenough, 
john  A.  Mason,  W.  M.  Sly.  and  Henry  Hughes. 
The  roll  of  past  grands  is  as  follows:  A.  D. 

Foote,  G.  E.  Mattliews,  1888;  A.  Eddmon  and 
C.  W.  McColley,  1889;  ].  M.  Gund_\  and  L.  C. 
Potter,  1890;  C.  L.  Cook  and  C.  C.  Kuder, 
1891;  E.  P.  Lee  and  R.  M'.  ]ohnson,  1892;  U. 

E.  Coen  and  ]ames  Gillespie,  1893;  A.  E.  Battles 
and  Frank  Adams,  1894;  Ed.  Hemelspeck  and 
Ezra  Hovt,  1895.  The  secretaries  were  A. 
Eddmon,  C.  W.  McColley,  ].  M.  Gundy,  L.  C. 
Potter,  R.  W.  ]ohnson,  (1890),  A.  D.  Foote 
(1890),  F.  A.  Boor  ('1891!,  F.  Adams  (1892), 
and  E.  G.  Gill  '1893  to  January,  1896).  The 
past  grands  who  held  that  oftice  prior  to  coming 
here  are  Jacob  Uauster,  Moses  Whlcox  and  D.  C. 
Bemis.  There  are  sixty-six  members. 

Oriana  I^odgc,  Xo.  .j.oo,  Daughters  of  Re- 
bekah,  was  chartered  June  28,  1894,  with  the  fol- 
lowing members:  Della  Kuder,  Ella  Battles, 

Mollie  Gill,  Sophia  Hemelspeck,  Catherine 
Bobel,  Jennie  Gundy,  E.  G.  Gill,  Ed.  Hemel- 
speck, C.  C.  Kuder,  A.  E.  Battles,  C.  C.  Gundy, 
Adam  Bobel,  and  Jacob  Dauster.  The  chair 
has  been  filled  by  Mrs.  Della  Kuder,  Mrs.  Ella 
Battles,  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Gundy,  the  present 
noble  grand.  Mrs.  Mollie  Gill,' the  first  secre- 
tary, was  succeeded  in  1895  by  ^^rs.  W’augh. 
There  are  about  thirty  members. 

Walter  Wood  Post,  Xo.  .fS,  G.  A.  R.,  was 
formally  organized  March  23,  1881,  with  the  fol- 
lowing members:  William  Crom,  A.  R.  and  J.  C. 
Wickham,  J.  H.  Kuder,  D.  Murdock,  P.  H.,\Vk 


M.  and  I.  B.  Van  \'alkenburg,  F.  Franklin,  }. 
]5obel,  C.  C.  Burton,  A.  McCombs,  P.  S.  Wdiit- 
rnore,  D.  W.  \Yright,  If.  S.  Aldrich,  Bernard 
Phillius,  J.  L.  McColley,  Charles  Champion,  C. 
W.  Hollis,  G.  S.  Kuder,  B.  F.  Davis,  Luther 
Black,  George  R.  and  John  S.  Matthews,  E.  B. 
Beverstock,  W.  D.  Herrick.  D.  C.  Ifliss  and  C. 
C.  Gundy;  the  seven  last  named  by  transfer  from 
Xeibling  Post.  The  past  commanders  arc:  C.  C. 
Gundy,  L.  Black,  C.  B.  Beverstock,  W.  D. 
Herrick,  1884-85;  C.  C.  Gundy,  1886;  Albertus 
Russell,  1887;  Bernard  Phillips,  1889;  S.  L. 
Irwin.  1S91;  C.  C.  Gundy,  1893;  J-  S.  Matthews, 
1894-96.  The  past  adjutants:  George  S.  Kuder, 
18S1 : John  S.  Matthews,  18S4;  George  S.  Kuder, 
1886;  D.  \’.  Gundy,  1S87;  George  S.  Kuder, 
1889;  I.  B.  Van  Valkenburg,  1S92;  and  Albertus 
Russell,  1893-96.  There  are  sixteen  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  forty-four  ex-soldiers 
residing  in  the  township.  •» 

IVonten's  Relief  Corps,  Xo.  dj,  was  char- 
tered June  10,  1885,  with  the  following  members: 
Frances  S.  Burton  (i.  2.  3.),  MaryE.  Ilerrick  TLy 
Sarah  Wickham,  Caroline  Barger.  Olive  Pean\ , 
Julia  Russell,  Eunice  Matthews  ( A . C.  Sarah 
Davis,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Alcina  Card,  Jennie 
Gundy,  Augusta  Kuder  (8.  9.  ),  Elizabeth  Phillips. 
Caroline  Bonn,  Belle  Matthews,  Sarah  \'an- 
Valkenburg,  Ida  Irwin  (4.  5.  6.),  Helen  Repass. 
Charlotte  Parsons.  Katie  Phillips,  Belle  Bever- 
stock, Katie  Creps  and  Ella  Beverstock  (7. 1, 
P'rances  S.  Burton  was  secretary  in  18S8-96,  and 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Hines  elected  president  in  1895, 

Mary  Whitmore,  secretary.  The  figures  denote 
terms  as  president,  and  the  letters  as  secretary. 

fohu  B.  Kreps  Camp,  Xo.  61,  S.  of  L. , 
was  chartered  March  9,  1884,  with  R.  W.  John- 
son, W.  N.  Davenport,  A.  D.  Herrick,  T.  D. 
Rice,  U.  E.  Coen,  D.  Rice,  Lewis  Kuder,  G.  A. 
Repass,  J.  Repass,  John  S.  Phillips,  E.  B. 
Wright,  C.  R.  Crom,  C.  Benn,  C.  Champion 
and  D.  Jeffers.  The  captains  in  order  of  service 
are:  G.  A.  Repass,  J.  W.  Van  Valkenburg,  J.  S. 
Phillips,  R.  W.  Johnson,  J.  A.  Mason,  L.  .\. 
McCombs,  and  C.  E.  Gundy,  the  present  cap- 
tain. R.  W.  Johnson  served  as  adjutant  from 
1884  to  1889,  followed  by  J.  S.  Phillips,  L.  A. 
McCombs,  C.  Berry,  and  L.  .\.  McCombs,  the 
present  adjutant.  There  are  seventeen  members, 
with  quarters  in  the  Grand  Army  hall. 
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CMAPTKl^  XL  VI. 


WEBSTER  TOWNSHIP. 

SruVEV PoPULATXO.N G.ROWTII E ST  A EL  IS  II M E XT  OI-  TOWNSIIIP O KG.\X  IZ  ATIOX' ToWN.SIIIP  O I-  - 

EiciALS — Tax  Levies — Schools — Early  Lax'd  Buyers — Eextox’s  Rk.mi.xiscex'ces — Ceme- 
teries— Eex’tox' — Tex*  Mile  House — Scotch  Ridge. 


survey  of  the  exterior  lines  of  the 
g southern  part  of  this  township  was  made 
I in  1819,  by  Alexander  and  Samuel  Holmes, 
and  of  the  interior  lines,  in  1S21,  by  S. 
Bourne.  The  northwestern  part  was  surveyed 
bv  the  Holmes  brothers,  in  1819,  and  the  interior 
lines  run  in  1S21,  by  I.  T.  Worthington,  while 
Sections  19,  20,  29,  30,  31  and  32  were  sur- 
veyed in  1820,  by  Charles  Roberts. 

I'he  United  States  Census  enumerator  cred- 
ited the  township  with  237  inhabitants  in  1S50. 
In  i860,  there  were  674  inhabitants  reported; 
ten  years  later,  922;  in  1880,  the  poptilation  was 
1,197,  and  in  1890  it  was  found  to  be  1,420. 

As  related  in  the  reminiscences  of  the  pio- 
neers, the  first  impressions  of  civilization  on  the 
wilderness  were  made  in  1833.  \\hthin  a decade 
the  industry  and  labor  of  the  settlers  had  made 
several  clearings  in  the  forest,  and  within  thirty 
>ears  a number  of  well-cultivated  farms  were  to 
be  seen  by  tlie  traveler;  wliile  a greater  number 
of  little  clearings  showed,  unquestionably,  that 
the  people  who  located  here  knew  that  they 
found  land  worthy  of  their  best  efforts,  and  were 
in  earnest  in  its  reclamation. 

hstablishmc}it  of  Touniship. — This  division 
of  Wood  county  was  established  December  8, 
•846.  The  territory  so  named  included  .Sections 
>.h  14,  15,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  34  and  35  in 
fractional  T.  6,  R.  ii,  formerly  attached  to  Per- 
rysburg;  Sections  19,  20,  29,  30,  31  and  32,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Troy;  Sections  5,  6,  7,  8,  17 
:md  18,  formerly  attached  to  Freedom,  and  Sec- 
hons  1,  2,  II,  12,  I 3 and  1 4,  detached  from  Cen- 
Ivr.  The  inhabita.nts  of  the  territory  named, 
petitioned  for  this  change,  and  the  justice  of  their 
< laiins  being  umiuestionable,  the  commissioners 
''ere  prompt  in  granting  their  prayer. 

Organization. — The  first  meeting  was  held 
•‘t  the  cabin  of  Josc[)h  Kellogg,  on  Jamiar}’  2. 
'847,  with  John  Fenton,  Thomas  Jolley  and 
john  Muir,  judges,  and  Thomas  Thompson  ami 


Hugh  Stewart,  clerks.  The  trustees  and  clerks 
named  in  the  following  lists,  with  jehn  Muir, 
treasurer,  were  then  elected.  On  March  i.the 
board  held  a meeting  at  Kellogg’s  house,  when 
seventy-five  cents  were  granted  to  Stewart  and 
Bushnell  for  services  as  trustees;  $1.87  to 
Thompson  for  his  services  as  clerk,  and  .$1.75  to 
john  Muir  for  his  services  as  treasurer  and  judge. 
Bonds  v’ere  accepted  from  Muir  as  township  and 
school  treasurer,  and  the  townsliip  was  divided 
into  four  school  districts.  The  annual  election 
of  1847  held  April  3.  John  Muir  was  re- 
elected treasurer;  Daniel  Hathaway,  Jr.,  assessor; 
Robert  Fenton,  Daniel  Hathaway,  John  House- 
holder and  Robert  IMrrester,  supervisors. 

On  June  19,  1847,  Evo  justices  of  the  peace, 
named  hereafter,  with  John  Muir,  Jr  , and  Rob- 
ert Fenton,  constables,  were  elected.  The  order 
for  that  election  was  made  April  5,  when  a one- 
mill  tax  for  township  purpioses  was  ordered. 

TOWNSHIP  OFFICIALS. 

Trustees. — The  trustees  of  V/ebster  town- 
ship, so  far  as  records  in  possession  of  the  town- 
ship clerk,  or  in  the  auditor’s  office,  show,  are 
named  as  follows: 

1S4T  -Hugh  Stewart,  L.  llushnell,  \V.  Zimmerman. 

1847  ( April  Hugh  Stewart,  W.  Zimmerman,  J.  \V,  Phillips. 
1S48- George  Ltiomis,  \V.  Zimmerman,  J.  \Vh  Phillip.s. 

I84'.l-  Hutih  Stewart,  William  I'uirgess,  Robert  l)avnl,>('n. 

tames  .Muir,  John  Kenton,  [r.,  William  Zimmerman. 
1S.V2  .5:> — James  .Muir,  George  l.oomis,  William  Zimmerm.m. 
187)4 — Robert  Kiirrester,  Guy  Caswell,  George  Loomis. 
187)0-7)1) — Robirt  Kenton,  1.  W.  Philli|)S,  Robert  1 'aviiisiin. 
18.‘)7  7)8 — .\.  Ordwav,  1 liidley  l.oomis,  .Manson  I)u-,hnell 
187)!)  (U) — Janii's  Muir,  Dtulley  l.oomis,  Robert  Kenton. 

18)'l  — lames  Muir,  Lames  Wauith,  W.  S.  Hurlhurt. 

18)'2 — Limes  .Viuir,  Httdlev  Loomis,  Robm't  l-i'ritiRi, 

ISt;;!  (i.‘)  Robert  Dutiiptiee,  Dudley  Looiitis.  Robert  Kenton. 
IStW)  - .Ad.im  Hinds,  Johti  ,Mtiir,  Jr.,  Robu’t  I'entiin. 

1S('.7  Robert  Dunipace,  Johti  Muir,  Robert  Kenton, 

18))S  Hugh  .Stew.irt,  John  Muir,  William  D.  Vluir, 

18()D — Hugh  Stew.irt,  i..  H.  Korr'’st,  Heurv  t'lague, 
ls7u  Hugli  Stew.irt,  K.  11.  Hopper,  Henrv  CLigite. 

1871  Hugh  Stew.irt,  Robert  I'orrester.  .\(i.un  Hinds. 

I87‘_*  H ugh  Stew  .irt,  John  Muir,  John  \.  MeKe.m. 

187o  L'h.mn  l.andwehr,  J, tines  11.  Muir.  John  .\.  MeKe.m. 
1874  Robert  Dttnip.ute,  Limes  H.  Muir,  John  .\.  MeKe.m. 
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187')— -l-lobert  Diinipace,  James  II.  Muir,  Hr.Lrh  Slcwart.  i 
ISTb-  Robert  I)uni[uice,  Charles  Roper,  Charles  \V.  Russell,  j 
1877 — E.  -M.  Holden,  Henry  I.ang',  Charles  W.  Russedl.  i 

1878  — E.  M.  Holden,  Adam  Hinds,  Charles  \\h  Russell. 
187iCB0 — \V.  D.  K icharilson,  Gari'ctt  Hebler.  Enos  Redlville. 
1881— C.  \V.  Russell,  David  Main,  Robert  Dunijiace. 

1832— G.  A.  Hebler,  David  Main,  Robert  Diiniiiace. 

1883- -G.  A.  1 ie'bier,  Davidi  .Main,  Robert  D.  P'orrester. 

1881- Rob(.-rl  Shanks,  David  Main,  James  Waurdi. 

188o — Rob(.‘rt  -Shanks,  d'homas  CkiLtue,  James  Waugh, 

188(i — RoViert  Shanks,  John  Landwehr,  James  Waugh, 

1887  -Robert  .Shanks,  E,  H.  Hopper,  Briton  Russell, 

1888 —  Robert  Shanks,  E.  H.  Hopper,  Briton  Russell. 

1889 - -E.  H.  Hopper,  [,.  D.  Muir,  Briton  Russell. 

189U — E.  H.  Hopper,  J.  D.  Muir,  I'red.  Bushman. 

1891-  J.  D.  Philo,  J.  D.  Muir,  I'red.  Bushman. 

1892- 93--J.  D.  Philo,  John  .McConnell,  I-'red.  Bushman. 

1894— Phayon  E.  .Shaburg,  John  .McConnell,  J.  D.  Phihj. 

The  election  of  April,  1895.  is  recorded  as 
follows:  Trustees — R.  D.  Forrester  1 R.J,  105; 

Antony  Seifert  (D.),  96;  A.  Philo  (Pro.),  16. 
Treasurer — R.  S.  Davidson  ( R.J,  114;  Charles  j 
Roper  ( D.),  88.  Assessor — Milan  Jameson  ( D.j,  ; 
106;  Gordon  Duncan  ( R.j,  95.  Constable — Jo-  | 

scph  P uilcr  ( D . ) , 1 04 1 F.  I finds  ' R. ),  9^ . In  j 
1896,  \V.  McKean  and  W.  H.  Williamson  were  i 
elected.  | 

Clerks. — The  clerks  of  the  townshij)  since  its 
organisation  are  named  as  follows:  Thomas 

Thompson,  1847;  Daniel  Hathaway,  1849:  N.  ‘ 
Brewster,  1850;  Robert  Fenton,  1851-55;  G.  C. 
Phelps,  1855;  S.  S.  Canfield,  1S59;  G.  M.  Bell, 
1862;  George  C.  Phelps,  1863:  John  Wight, 
1869;  W.  W.  Dunipace,  1872;  W.  Zimmerman, 
1877-79;  Thomas  S.  Forrest,  i88i;  Andrew 
Ickes,  1884;  T.  A.  Davidson,  1885;  James  Rogers, 
1891-96;  C.  W.  Greiner,  elected  in  1896. 

Trcasjircrs. — The  treasurers  are  named  as  ; 
follows:  John  Muir,  1847;  Kobert  Forrester, 

1849;  J.  Muir,  re-elected,  1850;  Dudley  Loomis, 
1858:  George  Loomis,  1859-66;  Robert  Stewart, 
1866;  John  W.  Phillips,  1867;  Robert  S.  David- 
son, 1868;  William  S.  I’^orrester,  1884;  Robert 
S.  Davidson,  1S88-96. 

Assessor. — Samuel  Muir  was  elected  assessor 
in  1896. 

Jnsticcs. — The  justices  were  Thomas  Thomp- 
son, 1847;  John  Fenton,  1847,  elected  June  19, 
resigned  in  October,  1848;  reappointed  in  1849; 
JohnW.  Phillips,  1849  (did  not  qualify) ; X.  Patch,  i 
1852;  Walter  Davidson,  1853  to  1874;  Amherst  I 
Ordway,  1856;  James  Waugh,  1859;  G.  R.  i 
Tifft,  1862;  Robert  Fenton,  1864-69;  Cieorge  C.  ' 
Phelps,  1866:  David  Philo,  1872;  William  Wed-  | 
dell,  1873  to  1882;  Albert  Marks,  1877;  A.  Philo, 
1879;  E.  M.  flolden,  18S2;  Thomas  S.  b'orrest,  ' 
1884;  David  Main,  18S5,  '88;  Charles  W.  Rus- 
sell, 1888,  resigned  in  1890;  James  Rogers,  1890, 
W'illiam  fl.  Williamson,  1891;  and  Myron  Cham-  ' 
berlain,  1894.  1 


School  Trustees. — In  1896,  Jane  Dunipace, 
Charles  Wight,  Marion  Goodeli  and  William 
P'letcher  were  elected. 


Tax  Levies. — The  trustees,  as  a rule,  have 
e.xercised  great  economy  in  their  dealings  with 
the  public  purse.  From  1874  to  1876,  the  an- 
nual levy  fur  townsliip  purposes  did  not  exceed 
2.4  mills.  In  1877,  it  reached  five  mills,  lowered 
gradually  until,  in  1883,  it  was  one  mill.  In 
1884,  a levy  of  2.2  mills  was  made,  but  not  until 
1892  did  it  again  reach  the  two-mill  mark,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  kept  above  two  mills. 
The  figures  are  based  on  a report  b_v  W.  and  J. 
M.  Forrester  and  R.  B.  Moore,  a conrmittee  that 
examnned  the  records  in  June,  1895,  under  au- 
thority of  the  trustees. 

Schools. — The  records  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  Webster  township,  date  back  to  April 
II,  1853,  when  John  Fenton,  Jr.,  Robert  b'enton 
and  Guy  Caswell  were  elected  directors  for  Dis- 
trict I ; Robert  Dunipace,  John  W.  Phillips  and 
Rufus  Austin  were  elected  for  District  2;  Waltei 
Davidson,  John  Forrest  and  John  Householder, 
for  District  3;  John  F.  I^utler,  John  Muir,  jr., 
and  William  Zimmerman,  for  District  4.  The 
board  organized  April  18.  1S53.  and  ordered  a 
levy  of  two  mills  on  the  assessed  value,  for  school 
purposes.  Ellen  C.  Bradley  taught  in  District 
2;  and  Mary  Jane  Hannon,  in  District  4,  west  of 
Scotch  Ridge.  In  1855.  the  State  appropriated 
$292.97,  while  the  local  school-house  tax 
amounted  to  only  $96.51.  A school  house  was 
erected  in  Sub-District  3,  in  1854.  and  one  in 
District  4,  in  1855.  There  were  i 30  school  chil- 
dren in  the  four  Districts  in  that  year,  exclusive 
of  the  number  enumerated  in  the  joint  districts. 
In  June,  1856,  Geo.  C.  Phelps  furnished  the 
house  in  District  4,  for  $81,  and,  diming  the  en- 
suing few  years,  marked  progress  was  made  in 
school  matters.  In  1858,  there  were  six  district.s 
and  236  pupils;  in  1S61,  there  were  2S8  childreui, 
and  in  1863  there  were  349.  There  were  eight 
districts  in  1864,  when  366  children  were  enumer- 
ated. 

Among  the  early  teachers,  not  already  named, 
were  Louisa  Caswell.  Sarah  Kemmel,  Helen 
\\hllard,  Margaret  Birdsall,  Aurilla  Borden. 
George  Weddell.  Mary  Conrad,  Phabe  E.  Os- 
burn,  Elizabeth  Kolle}’,  Byron  Pember.  Mar\ 
Jane  I'ox,  Martha  (Scott)  Householder,  Marj  M 
Wilson,  W.  11.  Goriill,  Pamelia  Smith.  Lmiline 
Benedict,  I,ouis.n  Lowell,  Matihhi  Gorrill,  ('ali."t  1 
Hatch,  Geo.  C.  Phelps.  Mary  Peck,  Chaunej' 
Stephens.  Catherine  Muir.  Jane  Buel,  jennette 
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I'oriest,  Lewis  Morse,  S.  S.  Canfield  and  Emma  : 
J.  Fox.  They  were  the  teachers  of  this  township  | 
from  April,  1853,  to  the  close  of  1859.  I 

liarly  Land  Buyers. — The  first  land  buyers  ■ 
in  the  sections  of  T.  6,  R.  12,  now  included  in 
Webster,  were  Joel  Munn,  S.  E.  19,  Dec.  5,  ' 
1835;  Enoch  Jones,  N.  W.  19,  Mar.  8,  1836;  | 
?dichae!  Houseman,  X.  S.  E.  20,  Aug.  6,  1834;  1 

jesse  Stone,  S.  N.  W.  and  X.  S.  W.  29,  April  i 

5,  1836;  A.  M.  C.  Smith,  S.  30,  Jan.  25,  1836;  ; 

Orrin  Kellogg,  S.  W.  31,  Oct.  31,  1835;  Daniel  ! 
S.  Cash,  S.  E.  31,  Jan.  25,  1836.  \ 

In  the  sections  of  T.  6,  R.  1 1,  Xos.  22  to  36  j 
inclusive,  the  following  named  settlers  purchased  i 
lands  at  Bucyrus,  in  1834  and  1835:  Hugh 

Stewart,  X.  S.  W.  23,  Sept.  3,  1834;  John 
Fenton,  parts  of  X.  E.  and  S.  E.  23,  Sept.  3, 
1834;  John  P.  Pifer,  X.  S.  E.  31,  May  2,  1834: 
Henry  Pifer.  S.  S.  E.  31,  May  2.  1834;  Isaac 
McKim,  S.  S.  W.  33,  Aug.  6,  1836;  Henry  Hood,  ■ 
|r.,  X.  E.  S.  E.  36.  Feb.  18,  1S36;  James  i 

Shanks,  S.  S.  W.  36,  Feb.  29,  1836;  Jennette  | 
Muir,  N.  E.  S.  W.  36,  Feb.  29,  1836;  John  : 
Pearson,  X.  W.  S.  W.  36,  Mar.  23.  1836.  | 

The  early  buyers  in  T.  5,  R.  12,  within  the  ' 
present  limits  of  Webster,  were  Robert  Duni- 
pace,  pt.  X.  W.  5,  Sept.  7,  1836;  William  Muir, 

S.  pt.  N.  5.  Sept.  7,  1836;  Thomas  For- 
rester, S.  S.  W.  6,  Aug.  21,  1834;  Levi  Loomis, 

X.  W.  7,  May  9,  1834:  Adam  Householder,  E. 

S.  W.  7,  June  17,  1834;  Jacob  Myers,  W.  X.  E.  : 
17,  May  28,  1834;  Adam  Householder,  E.  X.  ^ 
W.  18,  June  17,  1834;  William  Muir,  S.  X.  E.  | 
5,  April  16,  1836.  I 

In  the  sections  of  Webster  with  T.  5,  R.  ii,  ■ 
the  following  named  settlers  purchased  lands:  | 
Henry  Graber,  S.  pt.  X.  E.  2,  Jan.  23,  1836;  ■ 
Alex.  Vass,  X.  X.  E.  12,  Aug.  21.  1834;  Robert 
Reid,  S.  S.  E.  t2,  Aug.  21,  1834;  William  Zim-  ^ 
merman,  S.  W.  13,  June  17,  1834.  : 

B'enton's  Remi ni sciUCLS. — The  story  of  the 
emigration,  arrival  and  settlement  of  the  Scotch 
colony  in  Webster  township  is  valuable,  not  only  ; 
in  its  descriptions  of  the  trials  and  successes  of 
its  pcrsouncl.  but  also  for  the  lessons  which  it 
teaches.  It  is  given  here,  as  told  by  Robert  Fen- 
ton, before  the  pioneers  assembled,  at  Bowling  , 
Green,  in  September,  1S83:  i 

On  tlif  I'.lth  ilav  u(  April.  a lianls’  little  hand  of 

•Scotch  people  started  from  the  city  ol  ( dastiou  , .Scotland,  for 
Anu'rica.  .V  more  robust,  Ivalthy,  determined  lot  of  ])eo[)U- 
^>'l(loHi  have  left  .Scotland,  We  took  ship|nnsr  at  (Ireenock, 
As  It  \v,is  when  Columbus  .started  on  his  lir>;  e.\plorin;r  ex- 
pedition in  such  small  vessels,  it  does  si'em  as  thoucdi  it  v\as 
'no  nnu  h risk  to  brave  the  .\d,intic  in  such  sm.dl  crafts,  so 
a Was  with  some  of  th.e  oldest  residents  of  Webster,  i )ur 
little  brig,  when  she  turned  her  |>row  ua  stuard  lor  the  land  j 
"f  promise,  registered  just  ‘264  ton.-.,  Wssels  of  f.ir  gre.iter  ■ 


tonnage  could  Ite  once  seen  at  the  dock  at  I’errysburg.  After 
forty-two  days  buffeting  the  billows,  we  were  brough.t  safelv 
into  the  bay  of  New  \'ork. 

No  jwrson,  unless  one  who  has  lieen  similarly  situated, 
can  have  any  idea  the  anxiety  the  fie.ul  of  a faniiiy  lias  in 
going  to  a laiulof  strangers,  and  more  e5])eciallva  per.son  in 
the  situation  of  my  father.  He  was  a shoem.iker  bv  tradi-. 
not  htiving  done  one  day  of  out-d.oor  kifior  in  his  life,  witfi  a 
family  of  small  children  and  still  smaller  ctipit.d,  I h.ive 
heard  him  s:iy  that  tifter  our  jjass.ige  was  [ciid  he  had  one 
hundred  sovereigns  left-  - a sum  equal  to  64.64.  ,-\s  to  matter 

of  wealth,  all  of  us  were  .about  on  equal  footing.  As  it  now 
is,  so  it  was  then;  every  one  is  read)-  to  take  the  adx  ant.ige 
of  emigrants.  It  was  not  as  to  tlie  matter  of  com.fort  we  li.id 
to  consult,  but  the  w.iy  we  could  he  taken  the  cheapest. 
After  two  days  we  came  to  .Albany.  One  incident  occurrevi 
in  that  city,  and  I sometimes  have  to  recall  it,  wiien  I get  in 
company.with  your  townsrnan,  Robert  Stewart,  and  Robert 
Davidson,  who  were  two  of  us.  As  I said  before,  em'grants 
have  a great  n-iany  rogues  to  deal  with;  so  we  had,  It  used 
to  be'a  trick  for  three  or  four  rascally  canal  boatmen  to  buv 
an  old  water-logged  canal  boat  and  get  her  afloai,  and  agree, 
at  a cheap  rate,  to  take  a load  tif  emigrants  on  the  canal  to 
Buffalo,  I'hey  would  hire  some  old  canal  liverv  horse  and. 
after  going  a few  miles  on  the  canal,  commonlv  in  th.e  night, 
abandon  her,  first  getting  mostly  all  the  jiassage  money,  Bv 
such  were  we  victimized.  W'e  called  these  fellows  smoigh- 
tongued  Yankees,  and  so  they  were.  One  c.f  the  sailors  who 
came  with  us  across  the  ocean  came  with  us  to  .Ailianv,  he 
h.iving  more  knowledge  of  water-craft  than  we  had..  .After 
our  luggage  was  aboard  we  discovered  that  the  boat  wa,-  in 
a sinking  condition,  and  only  by  vigorous  punqiirig  could 
she  be  kept  afloat,  and  that  she  h.id  nc>  rudder  that  she  could 
be  steered  by.  He  informed  us  that  we  h.id  better  get  our 
stuff  out,  or  we  would  soon  lose  all  1.00  luul;  and  he  wa> 
right.  Now  came  the  tug  of  war,  when  we  began  to  get  our 
luggage  ashore,  and  the  boatmen  saw  their  plans  to  cheat  us 
frustrated,  t)ur  sailor  w.i,-.  a regular  lohn  I..  Suliivati,  ami 
Hugh  Stew, 11 1 was  a man  whose  rights  coulil  not  lie  tr.un;iie(.l 
on  without  testing  them,  1 will  say  that  I ne\-er  saw  two 
men  defend  their  rights  against  so  manv,  and  come  off  vic- 
torious. Any  way,  we  got  our  luggage  ashore,  an'l  some 
blood  was  spilt.  Then  those  fellows  went  and  swore  out  a 
warrant,  and  most  all  the  heads  of  the  families  were  arrested 
We  hired  a jiettifogger,  and  were  cleared.  We  thought  this 
a jiretty  rough  introduction  int.i  this  land  of  promise.  We 
got  along  well  enough  on  the  raging  Erie  canal  except  the 
seeing  of  those  wh,it  we  thought  monster  snakes,  and.  hear- 
ing the  blood-a-nouns  of  th.e  bull-frogs,  something  we 
had  never  seen  or  heard  of  before.  So  at  length  we  arrived 
at  Buff. do. 

Erom  Bufftdo  we  came  to  Cleveland  in  an  old  s'.e.im.i-r. 
“William  Bonn."  tliat  might  lia\e  been  built  bef.iie  the 
Revolution,  ami  condemned  as  untit  for  use.  I here  -xas  one 
incident  happened  in  coming  up  the  lake  which  1 c.in  never 
lorget.  Cerm.in  woman,  the  motile'"  of  a large  i.imilv, 
while  dr.iw  ing  a bucket  of  water  from  the  ialce,  fell  overbo.ird 
and  was  drowned.  The  rasc.dl)-  captain  did  not  tp.'  to  stop 
the  boat,  which  he  could  h.ive  done,  and  perhaps  h.ave  s.ived 
tlie  woman's  life,  but  the  heartless  wretch  actuallv  w.inted  to 
know  if  the  pail  luul  been  lost  ,dso.  Ht'  seemed  more  •.•ou- 
cerned  for  the  bucket  than  for  the  woman's  life.  What  !'e- 
came  ol  the  poor  orphan  children  1 never  le.irneil,  liut  iheu' 
pitilul  crii's  haunt  mv  e;irs  to  this  d.i\ . 

.At  Cleveland  we  ch.irtered  a small  schooner  called  tile 
“Rain  I'ow  of  .\\-on,  " not  linislud  or  painted.  1 >ne  .if  til- 
sailors,  an  old  man,  had  onci  been  U|ithe  Maunu'e  rj\er;  .li; 
of  the  others  knew  no  [.lore  about  I’errvsburg  and,  ihen.ivi- 
g.itioii  of  the  .Maumee  th.in  thev  knew  of  the  Course  of  the 
.Nik-.  We  sailed  .iroiiml  h.iP' ,i  d.iv  hunting  to  get  into '.In- 
mouth  of  the  river.  Bin. ill)'  ui-  got  to  where  I'ok-do  now  i> 
it  w.is  then  \ istula  .ind  Port  l.awronce.  Betwen  I'ole,!,, 
.111(1  I’errysburg,  we  were  Bee. dined  for  oiied.iv,  .ill  of  us  be- 
ing anxious  to  get  to  l'e'-|  \ sbui  Kobert  .Stew.ir’''  lad'-e'-. 
who  W.IS  .1  c.irpellter  bv  t,-.ide,  'Uggi  sled  the  ide.i  ih.O  w.  ,o 
ashore  to  the  woods  opposite,  w here  is  now  Toleilo,  ,iiid  lie 
superintend  the  making  ol  large  o.irs  or  sweeps.  Tiii'  w.i' 
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carried  out,  and  1 think  this  was  the  first  \ essel  ever  iiro- 
pelled  Uj)  the  Mauniee  river  by  the  strong  aians  of  a lot  of 
sturdy  Scotchmen.  We  arrived  at  Perryshiirg.  Now  “a 
■friend  in  need  is  a friend  indeed,”  and  this  friend  we  found 
in  honest  Shibnah  S[)ink,  who  always  had  a kind  heart  for 
the  stranger.  He  befriended  us  in  e\'ery  possible  way,  but 
no  house  could  be  found  in  Perrysburgto  rent.  David  Ladd 
had  a log  house  with  the  walls  up  and  the  place  for  windows 
cut  out,  but  no  lh)or  in  or  door  on.  With  a few  boards  to  put 
our  che.sts  on,  four  large  faiTiilies  of  us  spent  our  first  night 
in  Perryshurg,  in  this  shelter,  on  the 'dlith  day  of  June,  18d4. 
Wc  got  work  in  a bi  ickyard  owned  by  Janies  -.Stafford.  I 
had  worked  nine  days  when  I Mas  taken  with  fever  and 
ague.  1 recollect  how  terrified  we  were;  ncu  knowing  any- 
thing of  ague,  they  thought  I had  a fit  of  palsy.  Robert 
Stewart  says  tliat  one  time  he  went  into  the  house  I have  just 
mentioned,  and  saw  thirteen  shaking  with  the  ague  at  one 
time;  it  was  nigh  nine  months  before  1 got  fietter. 

After  being  in  Perrysburg  a few  weeks,  we  had  to  think 
of  getting  homes  for  ourselves.  My  father  and  the  father  of 
Robert  Stewart,  and  the  father  of  Robert  Da\  idson,  went  into 
Michigan  to  hunt  land;  it  must  have  been  near  where  Adrian 
now  is.  In  going  through  openings  and  swamiis  on  the  road 
they  got  parted  from  one  another,  and  etich  had  to  find  his  way- 
home  as  best  he  could,  one  liaving  to  stay  out  all  night.  The 
father  of  Robert  and  Walter  Da\  idson  was  re-^tless,  anil  was 
bound  to  find  a home  soon  for  his  family;  hearing  of  good 
land  to  be  bouglit  chea'yi  in  western  l^c nnsyL'ania,  he  deter- 
mined to  go  and  See  it.  So  he  anel  the  father  of  Robert 
Stewart,  started  on  foor,  saw  land  that  suited,  and  bought,  in 
Erie  county,  Penn.  They  returned  on  foot;  the  weather  was 
very  warm,  and  they  were  anxious  to  get  back  to  their  fam- 
ilies yet  in  Perrysburg.  M'hen  a few  miles  west  of  Lower 
Sandusky,  they  went  to  a house  to  get  some  water,  and,  being 
very  warm  and  thirsty,  drank  freely  and  hastily.  Dai'idson 
fell  dead  in  the  yaixl;  now  imagine  .Mr.  Stewart's  feelings; 
his  Comrade  and  friend,  who  a few  moments  before  was  a 
strong,  healthy  man,  yet  in  so  short  a time  laying  a lifeless 
corpse.  Hut  now  to  get  the  remains  to  his  family;  he  had  to 
get  a rude  box  and  hire  a team  to  get  to  Perrysburg,  ami  o'/er 
the  then  almost  impassable  road,  and  as  PJavidson  was  in 
the  [irime  of  life,  decomposition  set  in  very  i|uickly.  1 shall 
never  forget  that  awful  solemn  evening,  between  daylight 
and  dark,  \\  hen  a wagon  drove  up  to  the  house  through  the 
brush  with  the  remains  of  .Mr.  Davidson.  I shall  not  at- 
tempt to  describe  that  sorrowful  scene.  Mrs.  Davidson’s 
situation  ami  feelings,  with  a family  of  small  children,  and  in 
a land  of  strangers,  can  better  be  imagined  than  described. 

Not  very  long  after.  :iiy  father  and  Robert  Stewart's 
father  went  to  hunt  land  out  the  .McCutchenville  road,  which 
had  been  underbrusheJ  out  the  winter  before.  William  Muir, 
Sr.,  being  one  of  the  party,  and  living  in  tents  while  cutting 
the  roaif,  as  far  as  the  Portage  river,  now  Householder’s  Cor- 
ners: They  came  to  where  Levi  Loomis  had  just  started  in  the 
woods  and  had  made  a small  opening.  He  was  a man  who  had 
a good  knowledge  of  the  woods  and  where  the  section  lines 
were,  the  land  having  been  but  a short  time  before  surveved. 
Mr.  Loomis  showeil  my  father  and  Mr.  Stewart  the  land 
where  Hugh  Stewart  now  lives,  and  adjoining  the  farm  that 
David  Main  now  lives  on,  eighty  acres  each.  Mr.  Loomis 
gave  them  a descriptii.m  of  the  land,  and  the  men  had  to 
go  to  fUicyrus  to  th.o  lantl  office  to  enter  it  at  Sl.'io  jier  acre. 
The  difficulty  they  went  through  in  getting  to  and  from  Ihi- 
cyrus  would  take  too  long  to  tell.  I hey  got  lost  in  w hat  w as 
known  as  the  Indi.in  Reser\-e,  and  had  much  trouble.  In 
going  through  Rome  (now  part  of  h'ostoria)  they  called  in  at 
Foster’s  little  grocery  store,  ami  iriit  some  erackers  and 
cheese,  and  some  whi^ky  to  wa.sh  it  down  with.  For  many 
years  Mr.  Stew.irt’s  house  was  the  only  one  between  Perrys- 
fnirg  and  the  Portage  river. 

W'e,  as  foreigners,  had  many  dil'ltcullies  to  encounter 
that  Anii'i'icans  had  not,  luu  irig  no  knowledge  of  ( hopping; 
but  it  w IS  not  long  till  some  of  tlu.-  Scotchmen  could  be  num- 
bered with  the  best  (hoppers  in  the  couiitv.  Hut  otic  (>th(.'r 
incident  to  discourage  us  w.is  in  the  fall  of  lo;l4  Hugh 
Stewart’s  grandfatlu  r lived  in  ,i  house  on  the  farm  of 
Thomiison,  near  the  P.uks  place,  tliree  miles  from  Perrvs- 


I burg;  he  used  no  come  in  the  morning  and  go  back  home  lu 
! the  evening,  o\-er  a trail,  known  as  the  Hughy  trail,  till  not 
I many  years  ago.  One  evening  in  going  home  he  got  he- 
, nighted,  and  had  to  stay  in  the  woods,  on  a wet,  cold  night, 

I ctmght  cold  and  died  not  h.ing  tifter.  That  same  winter 
I flugh  Stewart  moved  .all  his  houseladd  stuff  (tn  a hand-sied. 
j Many  a time  I think  how  poorly  clad  we  were  to  go  tlircaugh 
j the  cold  winters,  and  S(^me  times  oxr  ]-;rovisions  very  sctintv, 

' an(i  at  the  same  time  ! cannot  l>ut  think  what  a merrv  lot 
I we  wmre.  There  was  a lot  of  ns  boys  just  getting  to  be  men; 

I girls  just  growing  into  womanhood,  and  we  used  to  have  lots 
I of  shindigs  in  the  winter.  I ha\’c  known  them  as  vjd.en  as 
; four  in  one  week,  and  in  those  days,  some  of  the  grandmoth- 
I ers  and  grandfathers  in  Webster  used  to  trip  it  of  niglu. 

; Not  long  after  we  came  to  the  woods,  some  of  the  Scotch 
hoys  got  married  to  some  of  the  Scotch  girls,  and  e\'er\- 
I tiling  had  to  be  done  in  old  Scotch  style,  that  was.  the  lad 
' went  to  the  home  of  the  girl’s  parents  and  there  got  married, 

! and  in  almost  e\  ery  instance  the  wedding  [larty  would  go 
a-foot  to  the  home  provided  for  himself  and  wife.  Robert 
Davidson  married  a daughter  of  grandmother  Forrester,  liv- 
! ing  near  Householder’s  Corners,  and  he  had  a house  ['re- 
]iare(4  to  live  in  at  Perrysburg,  which  was  nearly  twelve 
; miles.  The  Scotch  boys  and  girls  traveled  those  twelve 
I miles  on  foot,  and  a more  merry  lot  has  not  gone  over  the 
road  to  this  day,  and  plenty  of  whisky,  too,  in  the  bargain, 

: “ and  danceci  all  night  till  broad  daylight,  and  went  home 
! with  the  gals  in  the  morning.”  This  is  a santpleoL’  the  many 
: Scotch  weddings  that  we  haai  among  us. 

Our  nearest  mill  was  eithi.T  Waterville  or  Bank’s  mill, 
near  Woodville,  and  the  greatest  difficulty  was  in  getting  to 
! the  mill.  It  was  for  a long  time  we  had  no  team,  and  those 
I we  liad  were  oxen,  and  in  winter  it  was  one  continued  sheet 
of  ice,  so  that  oxen  not  shod  would  slip,  so  we  could  not  go. 
I recollect  nearly  all  one  winter  we  had  to  live  wholly  on 
jjotatoes,  and  as  we  had  for  manv  years  no  wheat,  the  resi  of 
our  living  was  corn  meal,  and  that  meal  made  from  fi'osi- 
bitteii  corn.  Sometimes  our  hogs  used  to  be  gone  from  us 
for  months,  and  sometimes  we  had  big  (imes  hunting  them. 
1 and  my  brothers  have  many  a time  gone  to  the  woods  with 
a little  sack  of  jiarchod  corn,  to  use  when  hungrv.  My 
father  had  heard  that  a man  by  t’ne  name  of  Painter,  in 
Portage  township,  made  hand-mills  to  grind  corn.  He  went 
and  got  (me,  aiul  hired  a man  au(i  yoke  of  oxen  to  go  alter  it. 
There  never  was  anyone  so  glad  to  see  thf*  finest  piano  come 
i into  the  house,  as  we  were  to  see  that  hand-mill.  Every 
morning  we  had  to  grind  one  ]ieck  of  corn;  there  were  iwii 
i watches  of  us — father  and  brother  James,  one:  my  br('thcr 
John  and  myself,  the  other.  W’e  earned  hard  all  the  niral 
we  got,  but  we  ground  it  at  home.  The  mill-stones  are  at 
the  old  house  to-day.  I think  sometinu'  I will  bring  the  null 
to  the  Pioneer  meeting  to  show  young  .-\merica  how  thing' 
have  imjiroved.  There  was  an  Indian  camp  not  far  from  us, 
on  the  P.ellville  Ridge,  not  far  from  the  village  of  Dowling, 
on  the  T.  A 1.  railroad.  .Many  a night  the  Indians  used  to 
sleep  by  i-)ur  fireplace.  .Vfter  getting  some  cle.iring  done, 
and  putting  in  corn,  we  used  to  be  greatly  troubled  with  the 
raccoons  eating  it  ti[)  for  us.  W’e  had  a good  coon  dog.  and 
nearly  e\  ery  night  we  had  to  watch,  or  we  would  ha\-e  h.td 
no  Corn  left.  In  the  fall,  when  tin*  fur  began  to  get  good,  .ts 
a matter  of  necessity  we  had  to  hunt  nearly  e\'ery  night,  and 
I have  known  us  to  catch  from  one  to  three  coons  of  an  ( veii- 
i ing.  This  money  we  used  to  buy  our  winter  cK'thing  with. 

liefore  going  farther  I will  refer  to  the  particular  itici- 
dent  or  cause  which  brought  this  little  band  of  tim  sons 
1 Scotiii  to  this  ]iarticular  jiart  of  Hod’s  \-inc\ard.  In  L''->'J. 

■ just  two  vears  prior  to  the  ilate  which,  begins  this  stor\. 
I Henry  Hood,  Sr.,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  lane,  and  twi' 
I sons,  John  and  Henry;  als(j  John  Muir.  Sr.,  and  wife,  with 
I his  sons,  W’illitim,  James,  .S.imuel  .ind  John,  and  (l.iughter>. 
' Jean  (now  .’'drs.  Rnbert  Himi|iacc,  of  Webster',  M.iggieiuow 
: Mrs.  John  Fenton,  of  Fulton i.  .ind  F.mnie  mow  decc.isol 
I l;md(,‘(l  ,it  (hicbvc,  Canada.  The  cholera  w.is  r.iging,  and 
, thev  all  left  and  went  t(>  Buffalo,  sc.irccly  know  ing  w hither 
. they  would  go.  Here  tlu'y  acciih  ntally  nu  t tn.it  wcll-kiU'wn 
I lake  naxigator,  t ,ipt.  Daxid  Wilkinson,  of  I’errx  sburc,  the'i 
! in  command  of  the  schooner  ” Fagle,”  who  induced  them  t(' 


JOYWV? 


■A-<t.-‘ 


,1 


.<'  I'M.  :•. i-inii.'i’  ■ rtj  111  i.fi  )'->'ii  : 4"-'' 

, ' '..i..  ' • /m;.  «<  .i/Ij 

.,v;  i.  'u.M.-'-iv  -Jir  :ti  -I./..  .,,'J 
ji.,',  -f  rt  ;■  i<>'-  v'l"'  r»Mt.  i 

1.'..  •• ' 'Ml!  .'7  ;.I  ri..i-.J'-  ''  iuji 


><*  -nv*  I 1'  ■ 

j.  Ji  , /.  ,).ri.!:  I 

, ■■  ■ ■!  -.fMiJ'.  j r-''i  ; ! 

' r j 

, .ti/V'v/.  ■ 


i III  ■ 

\ > 


'•■  '.lu.  !if'/ 

'.’ui.i' 

-.rifiT  ' 

■ .;.ii  piiiv/i/ 

.-'I  /t  • ■ i ? : . 

• ' ,yr»‘*  -V 

,r  ' ill 


,/i‘; 


in 


i.J 


:‘;m3  . 


I Ti 


n ul. )ii  . ' •ii’  il  ,‘r II’ 
.'ll  .T.iV  1 "'I'  j I''!* 

- Iij  I 


A : . 

I • , 

. fii  Ill'll 

I'.'.t!  ‘'■i;»  1 

„•  ■,  .Ml,  ,.:l"!  !«'■<  ; 

.il?  ?l  i|1If.'l'l  I i'.;'  I’VI'li  ' 

n'l  •)np!i'  i*i  ■;  j 

. I,'!;  t .'i!I.‘',id  '.1.  ' •'!  illlJl'V  , 

V.i'  •I.i(lt.i/-:li  II  J'"'.'  '* 

i .,i't  ^ 

ji..-'  ...I  ,ii  t)  if."-  (H'ifMvrXl 

1/1  ,^,ui  •>. /‘nti'I  ’i'  I!  .'"aI  _'/!  bii’itii; 
ihj",'  h.'ij.  'V’l'i  if'ii'')''-  i»<H  .;;‘^'Jiiri 
"i|  /rr.Mi;  ■.'rii'.  i;,  I’l’’’  'Mif'i* 

. ■•.'.Ji  "•til 


-iri'"[  TV/ ?'!•>-»  >v  91(1  I'l'  ff  >tii'n(j  I ii.iK 
in  >|.|  Ii../,>"||  j,rniH«. -‘iJi  Iil't»»ii 

i>-  woX  '■  }n  r>  ibmi/ jV/  .p  jinihnip<i  vlnuu 

hull',)  ‘,^'ha  .nl  tiiil  fxir.  !>./ .'•1>  i,  if  {rr-ii  rii  firt'»nl 

i;-i  liinA  n »-fCVin7.  ^ 

1,1.' , -"I  v-'./-*  i/'b'Yt'vr?  iH  .ir^nuVk -tilt 

('l.c.l  !i;vr,<  i r.f  11  111  /iriM  i. 

n,i  '.■>(.'.11  iijl  .ill  .tii-rt  -rtijoil  Jjrti  r.  hiif( 

lui!  1.1  .’lni,*«<  iM'ii  I.  i':i  //  .iM  I '"!'  T-  *» 

Ji'i.i.i  UiiMii  ; If  1 '-II  ' / vV<».l 

iitul  II  >•  ' i''7;  'I!''!  fi<»  .•i"?!'ii'i'-  'Adi  "I  .-kJvdirrrTjH  ni 
i I.noi'i.'i-:  , Hfii.t  ' .1'//'.  InNYvJL'iurf.  n|  ilov/ Jog  a // 
)jnr.  IS / >'i  .'mI'.  -i;vi  > ( i.ii  ■^/lin  h-iiltuw  fc«n 

-vfli*  *'  " J J*  I 1 t 

ri-nhiX  y*-!..  1“  a bi;r)  I Kt-iMfl* 

liiui  I Hi  I'll  ' i’  "’ni  11'  }ah  » (>■,■<  I'm  trh^i 

‘iin.,  )i.  -'li,  JJi  w i'diXi  ii.iviisib  •py  ’woiln'^fii 

,i  > , /J  s'l'i.-ii'i  lil’fi'"*' tlxiij  •iii'"* 

. I .»#  i V,’ 1 1 11 />.  J.'nRid"f*rtA  . _ 

' vy/ltc1  yl/  'j.lii.'fiiy  yiil  y-.tifm,*i 

>l  u.iiUUmX]  v't^  unr.,UXta\f. 

.riilii  lo;lO  'jVm!  I'.l/lM  11  jlidiill  111!  ;}  i.'l  niiXM?'”* 

’ ii/i  r.  tinr.  K^mtT!i.‘in  ’unif/h  . ■»> 


•i'lfilf  1 

(.M,  .1,1 


/ 


bl.i 


. ( 


I M-/, 


■ i. 


1* 


.-.ll 


f1  I 


■r 


•ft.' 


I 


:.p 


■) 


..  u 


i;vi  (f 

1 

■J  ijrf.'r 


1 . fi 


HI  •.}  . . > - . . 

i.„K  .i,i' VI  i mm-i>  I'l";. 

V 'i  ■•■.\i,jA. 

, -T, '!iiu  'U'l  > 

,r.  ^ .J-.-/  .•iUr/['"i‘"  //  ''l■■l■a 

i|,  ' • .r  ‘ ;;.i  .!  V il  I’ll' J'  .!',i'll  *'.|- 

" I •f  'lii.v.-  ni  >1  l,i>’f 

' ■ liiyi,  1!  i’’  ‘ ' '■■'■’I" 

)!i;ii  Hi  ylii.'ir  i ''  '■  ' 7 

■ I y • ;iti  iiiji!  •yi/‘z,:  Li'H.. 

1', 'I  .'.‘‘I.  .bii-in  oio'i  _.’;i ;i.  iiiiii 

■ id 'lU':  ' 

, - ..i  ..-.'I  ijjiiiiMitr  ..I'i-i:"  ,-r  •■•i.i  MI 

; '.;  .■  ,•11111  'J',  'll!  '''.l.'-’  ."  .■'■  J 

‘;i*‘'.i  .in,.-,i  !v.'‘f:ni-'r'.'-  '"'-  '’init  r 

■/.'I '<if'n  }.  hvh  rnu-ji!' }' i.i'i 

i.r  . y'l  fuluiiid  ..d>r..’  ,r  1’, '•tf'i'  *’ 

:■  -I. "1  . i.r-r.!  1.  'i'  '■  J.'-,; 

J1....T,-; !:  ;.|,-  -.1  ..V.  nil  ;i.  /.m.-  v,  . i.; 

■••i^  I'l  M-"'-  .1  '--"n  ’'■l-i'i 

. j,.  , I ';  ^ili’.  'll  hid  '.''ll  ';l>.i'' lii'i’ 

,"77)'  ' -:-'.ii''i.'i';  ivfiiU  ■i,i>-J.-l',3iV«' 

H-.i»ti,;i,i»?ii'  ^ uri"i'-.hf  . iiH-.-'ri.. .:•«•.• 

,,n  ,-.i!i  I- -lilr;:  wiT  - '■y.uui  u-  ji  ! • s'-v  j.: 'I  .i 

■ (.!!<■  i'l'v  ! I'liii  ' ■•'*  .i!'.i  “itU 

- , '.".i  i.oiTMu-.  >nri' ■ w,.,:a  v-.M-' 

iMi.' I. -i.  i .■'.'•ii'"  ' 'I'* --s  ■.■•■-'iri  II Kit 

■,7  .'  , ' ' ll  vin, 111 

I J - ."I  H-.i.i'jfl  iii.'  I ’•<'  1-  •'Ii  'i''-  iiKviii*"  i ■■  'i  '*>h  no 
,•  1’.  vn'.-ii.  " , .'  1'.  'i'Ji'’-/-  ■•.'yfiiii'i'Ml  ■'  ",  i'’ 

, .1-:  V !■  bdd.i'ij  ■'<(  ")  >i-hu  -ynjjju.i  fiiiE 

b H ii'iii  ■>■//  .«li  i‘.'i  iji'  I'  >01 -f' 

,t  lii  .1  ‘litr/yi  0-yi  I".  .dru-»  i^;  iif.d  ii>>in 
,'.  i.  V ;■’>  oi  .111)3 id '1 01  •nil  fi'iifi'i  iri)  fil  -ii'i  i'ti5  '>0 
,'u  'I'l  1''  i^lit'jr!  ttioil  of  biiii  u'.v  yiihK-iyyiii  V I'll.ii'i'  *> 

v,-./y  r;.  rOi"'*  i-'vi:  "'  n:.M  f 

I '•  • ' -nl'j  I'ljui  '1  u'i*vi!4  111  l-sio  I'lv  vsnmo  5?iii  J 
iJii-iiMiiii  'jriJ  "1  i y'ni.ia  yio5i»«  , 

. ' .:  'l  I'l.bn*,'  -.Iriii  iiiil')  l,-' ' 'I'i  d'Kl//  .vtM.y  Ml  o 

. ••  I , ^'tx.ii.'  U'  .11'  '•'■  ^'-'h  'I.  Oil' 

r ;<  lioi;-!/'  r-i.ii'  -liii''  t;iJ,  •■■J  t;nq 

■^'T  Jii! ' tp,.’>r7 

I,  , ,..t,  Ibl..  .J.iy.i,  ..  _ 


< 
■ y.' 


, -I’l-i  i.ru,  ..nr  o I- iioo  mW 

rii.  ■ .fiiliil  hiu.  IbiiipBit;  .tiiJiilh  //  f-d 

■ /*'  111..'  'rTMiTtiti  3ik!ii?1  .ytU.  'Wnoi 

.1  il. , y'i  -ii'jn,  •juinr.'l  line  .(oojlu''l  M'l'Oy'f  iirfot  ’'-'>i  • 
!.n.  .-vnifii.i  yi  H ev)li>H>  vilT  .cbencO  ‘^^^*7, 

r,  o.iii/  5,)K/i"ii.1  vhoKiJ*  .nlBlIua  in  bm.  fV.l  He  vif/b 

'n,  H 4-H-/W  Jerif  i‘>fh  '/lliun-jliirja-«rt»  'iiH  .»y  blwow  ’CiflJ 
.'  bi.Kli  iTisH  •*->  .n'linijJbVAlHVfiU  .K]r.J  .-xuiH^rtBU  -JjJiii 
jp'jdJ  b-oi'bni  ..rivi  “ Tjowd'.!*  •->1^  to  bflBmmo>  ni 


ilj  bnr.  ftJi.iiriiJ.'i'i  ... 

V.//I  ^.,1  bl{«  ijt  V'!**  «''/:!* 

•i4"i  Wi.  !iiir  Vi.>.  ot  ;^fTtVnti  ino 

i-V  '■  fifi*!  >.i.’ H I \ TyliB //.  {y.ifioM  10 'l■»ltfel 

1 , to  111  ;'/i(fuCl  i^i:l  ’•"I  i,  (;Oxi,o)Mfl/Kid 

7t<*h  U i ni  tMba 

i jT*jii.'7l  "ki  vntii;l  odi  b.u;  liH  oii  .fi  .'•''  Liifi  i'>  ot  l^Uiin 

111  iti-isifiid  liii;ii.» 'BilJ  bo.eJ  I'li.^  .f'.'ol  ii'i 

. uv/  T^f...-v.'.''-'..l»":JOi  ' i|ii  i>riJ 

, •il'i.-fl  lU  .b  wl  Jy"'  v-n«  V>d: 

in-iy...'  Ml  3*v>.'  usiifffrftii  t iiviV//  . riiti' ■•■mya  n\  ffi  tniU 
■■•ir— f litii  i»  'll  'i  " ii'OoriB'bi  b'  > '*  T>dl  ,y>?[Jbn*<i 

1 ma'i/.i:  ' ' I.Ml -<ii3Jin  :>ttfcVf'^:b<b.bdfi  biwvi 

•y':  i ooixf.im  vmfi  .hdr,/  ■iib  ni  l>r.:fb-lb> 

. ii.T;:  I.  .j'li.i'Kl  *-}(!'yrii< iifi  yioi  b r.ilw  .boiilil  bdfc  ^’ibKUb'*'!  iod 
' ’yoiv.i.l  ifuiJ  r,  rwHii  111  b MORfri '/I'-'Ir'yti.'JiaoiJi! 

•'  (ij  'h'.ii  '1.1  : <ii  ' •.!  i.iJ  ftnieaini  jrt]  lay  t>;  wod  juM 

T'V(.  i.nj-  * ■»'!  VvYin'-I  ..J  J?5oJ  for.'jJ  t ‘iiol  biiK  JtyxfsDoi  f>  f‘->k 

r,i  .vy!)f;ii<'l  er.  line  .b»;oi  fill  jib  *>4J 

ijiifti'  1 • I.>iii»'i'  .I'n  i’  •'ll  bJi  noinJ'OO.'iXiO'i'b  .obi  W yiO‘'q  oill 
ftliiib.-.b  ,’J.n!fi'ivi»  nrnyki*  iop.i:  fKu  IiiyK*! 

'll);  riiiioK;}  •H.oifli  's;H  Of  qu  ■yhi ify ».  ha* 

-‘r  ).'d  ll  -j'll  1 ooebivua  -iI''  ^yti;npm,r u sdt  jljw  litn-ul 
iuii-.hvnx:  11114  .0003*  lu\vu\io!>  fedt  .iTiw>b  oJ  ,'qnw) 

b into  .o'l-iiiJifb  llfifiw  lo  Yli/inil  i-.dJivi  bnii  fW>tJ»iO)W( 

ii.,diiD!i '!'  nr.i!f"'b'»rTiSf,rnt  o<l  ttij  «>  ^ 

'■  'n's'e-ir.:'-  m-ikIoH  I'or  o»rl:i;\ -/.ts  . inJir.  )?mjl  Mf- 

I .tyiii  .V  i.in  •jtlrin.^ibJu'ayK.  Mtf  3310  ImioI  wiodjot  .bfo'W  iwJ*} ' 

' libl.'  nii.iiiiY/ .&7nb‘dl'»!fniv/  ‘i.'b  fb,3,L-jd'.oi<jlob.Oo  o'Jad  1.*m1 
i Viiijjjc.  iii.r*  '-uy-ti  tu  Tior/il  bni.  .•.<  Jii;i|  oitilo  000  Mkw  ,.■><: 

I y'lyi.Uii'.  i-ii'o.l'l  'WOO  ,1'3’vi‘i  -i^iiiiiiH  oiif  lef  iBi 

'.ill  .i:  i'  '.'  iiUc  1 0!  lifid.HibMo.l  lO'J.I  yVMi'f/  «jofnf.o )«’3sn 

b,  r!  ,..,  ,J  0.^1, : I.  :»H  ,.>fiinaqoUt-'i-.'-  fi  •SbeiO  bdfilib* 

I iiHad  iioii  i;»«  o»iJ  owl-w'  fiOK  odi  l(*o>,b'dwoo4  e 

' inri  '-iua  -iioi  id  oiniJ  lo*3rio  a in<i  n-y>fi  x.ocnijd  bpol.-dl  ,;>13w 
; f>nel  Oilf  niv/i-jf?!  .dU  bde  .loitfel  (in  l -.-y/ij* 
ji.ilJ  (mi.l  oilf  )>niniiyil)e  bns  yavi!  won  ne  w.oK  n^n*' 
sii.iKKyJ  .Til''  .rijir.a  aoixi  won  mol/,  bividt 

" oj  Ud  nom  orff  bofi  ibfitl  odJ  3p  n.iiVlnaisob  r.  oindJ  ov*x 
•Ji')!;  vj)j  f*i  li  .'itimauJ  00^*0  bnel  a/lf  bi  asoripoH  of  o> 

I -uH  isioh  ho(.  Of  JW  (odf  vjIowUi^^ 

, J.  W jerlw  ru  3».-l  io-x  (odT  .ll»iobp'd‘'l  •/>»?  Winrii  wfiYO 
„r  oWooD  (l.iofn'bed  bnB.avT.g.,^  rjfCllMl  ?r.  ii^onil 

t(  ni  1 vIIro  vatii  (snofiiil  )o  nn)  «pnt  omp^I  riX»>‘’'*oJ  SmoS 
. bn&  i-vil-./.io  Pinn;:  Jo)*  bne  .oiols  Yi-iooiy  olnil  ? tjJ».  1 

1 .iy‘nia*I  fl'jp-iiM  9m  ■(Im  diii  ne.»  ;fyi.ort  ' -’‘4  P>^< 

i loiouodflo  OJ  ,ibAf.i3iftib;VBRm  b.Alt  . 

•■5nu1  ioib  to  axM-yi-onjl  oil  sru  iBfl  ,)o/»  l»r./l  xofeoh'sn/.  UilJ 
, ’-nmn-rtibiiipo  naffulpiiKiii  odi  'n  arno?  >bJ  xni'!  l-n  ii  i«»J 
' ^bl>>  IkH  v3iiu(j:>  -.olt  m ).•|of|liO|^l  3ii>cf  oiff  if;,  n fpn  xl 
' >SitI  b.  Ifni  »rfJ  «.i  ox.-^nrntb  OJ  Jnolxofii 

i Vi  finer  oH}  no  oawod  'lt  at  I 'fiol  inil3*lbni.ig.  s Jlfcxojd 
1 -yvn;,‘l  ni.nl  .-r>el.i  ortMton  .floe.iniod  r 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


410 


with  him  to  I’errysluirg-.  They  liked  the  location  so  'veil, 
’^■Ti.l  wrote  back  so  encour  lirin  jiy  to  their  neiyiibors  in  Scot- 
I'lin!  iliat  oiir  journev  hither  was  the  result.  The  heads  of 
'auiiiifS  uho  followed  in  and  'd4  are  as  follows:  Alex. 

|'!ioini>son.  Robert  I>avidsi>n.  John  Fenton,  Hueh  Stewart, 
U'llliain  -Muir.  Tlionias  Forrester,  William  Hadd.a  (re- 
moved to  Cleveland),  Robert  Reed,  William  Dunipace,  Peter 
sh.mks,  James  Shanks.  William  Weddell  and  Alexander 
\-,iss,  of  Perrysbure. 

What  was  uritrinally  called  the  Perrysljurg  Scotch  Set- 
tlement, where  our  little  cok>ny  scjuatted  for  a time,  some  of 
them  several  years  perhaps,  was  on  land  just  above  Perrys- 
buru,  on  what  is  now  the  .Michael  Hayes  place,  not  far  from 
the  present  cemetery,  and  possibly  yet  indicated  by  an  old 
«ell  <hig  there  at  the  time. 

As  before  stateil,  we  had  many  discouragements.  Death 
t .mie  among  us  to  claim  one  of  our  band  quite  olten.  Bc- 
M(les  Davidson’s  and  Stewart's  death,  before  alluded  to.  Duni- 
pace  died  suddenly  of  bilious  fever  the  same  fall  we 
came;  and  about  the  s.ame  time  W illiam  .Muir  walked  over 
to  Ralph  Keeler's  on  the  prairie  to  see  his  nephews,  who 
were  there,  and  on  the  roatl  on  his'  return,  when  near  his 
home,  he  fell  down  to  rise  no  more.  The  next  year  Thomas 
l-'orrester  died,  and  so  it  was  our  ranks  were  decimated.  In 
ISdh  Mrs.  Stewart,  Hugh's  mother,  who  died  the  {last  spring, 
had  her  cabin  and  her  little  store  of  worldly  effects  all 
burned,  and  herself  and  cliildren  were  without  shelter. 

While  the  beasts  of  the  forest,  such  as  the  coon,  deer 
.slid  tur'Keys,  were  a great  blessing-  to  us,  we  found  the 
sne. iking,  prowding  wolves  a great  pest.  They  were  very- 
bold  at  limes,  and  their  d'smal  howling  at  night  was  terrifv- 
mg  to  the  uninitiated.  Mrs.  Robert  Davidson  had  a tine 
heifer  dragged  down  and  killed  by  them.  (Jne  night,  when 
my  father  was  gone,  th.ey  came  near  the  hou.se,  where  two 
calves  were  [lenned  ui'.  The  cows  on  the  outside  of  the  in- 
clo.sure  were  nearly  frantic,  and  belloweii  until  between 
wolves,  calves  and  cows,  tliere  was  a pandemonium  of 
noises.  The  dog  whined  piteously  at  the  door  to  get  in:  my 
mother  expecteil  every  moment  that  the  calves  would  be 
attacked,  and  she  scarcely  dared  open  the  door.  Finally 
she  o[iened  it  a little  and  tired  off  the  gun.  The  dog  bounced 
in  and  went  under  the  bed,  and  the  wolves  left.  Shortly 
.d’ler  Carter,  the  wolf  hunter,  came  over  and  killed  three 
Wolves,  and  the  Howards  killed  three  more.  This  was  near 
where  Fenton  post  c.iftice  now  is.  Afterward  an  Irishman 
mimed  Tom  Flynn  killed  a full-grown  wtdf  with  an  ox-bow. 
He  got  the  wolf  cornered  in  an  old  cabin  or  near  a high 
f'-nce,  and  knocked  its  brains  out.  Wild  honey  was  c[uite 
plenty,  but  the  plentiest  thing  in  the  season  was  gnats  and 
mu.squitoes. 

One  year— -mv  old  Webster  friends  will  remember  it 
very  well — porcupines  were  unusually  jilenty.  It  seemed  as 
d,  hke  the  scjuirrels,  they  were  migrating.  Near  the  end  of 
our  cabin  stood  an  old  salt  barrel,  and  every  night  there  was 
•t  Continuous  grating,  moping  noise  there,  ^Iy  sister,  now 
'Irs.  Robert  Stewart,  who  was  not  as  timid  as  some  girls 
are,  got  up  one  night,  and,  sei/.ing  a hoe,  sallieil  out.  Just  as 
she  turned  the  corner  she  saw  a dark,  clumsy  animal  spiring 
pai't  her  and  into  the  open  cabin  door  behind  her.  She 
neard  the-  unt-asy  animal  under  the  bed,  and  by  a dim  light 
she  run  him  out  and  dis[iatcheil  him.  He  w,is  a large,  old 
follow,  and  the  (|uills  and  blood  on  the  door  next  morning 
showed  that  tie  liad  not  died  without  a desperate  struggle 
for  his  life.  I don't  think  there  are  manv  of  the  Wood 
County  lielles  of  to-day  who  would,  barefooted,  care  to  en- 
counter an  olil  “porky"  in  ttie  night  time. 

Deer  ami  turkey  were  so  [ilenty  that  we  often  had  a 
f’ountilul  sujqily  for  the  table.  William  Davidson,  while 
thre.sliing  (Mts  w ith  a tlail  in  a dt  id  one  day,  notici  d a deer, 
followed  l)y  a swarm  of  niosipiitoes,  go  into  a little  clump  of 
bru^h  near  by  ami  lie  down.  He  approached  cautiouslv, 
and  as  it  sjirang  out,  broke  its  back  witli  his  tlail.  My  wife, 
tormeily  Miss  F.llen  Forrester,  one  winter,  at  our  place, 
'Capped  twenty-live  wild  turkeys,  and  Robert  Davidson 
killeil  three  ili-e-i  and  one  turkey  in  his  little  clearing  near 
'f’e  house  one  day.  1 mention  these  instances  to  show  how 
I'l'  iity  game  was  then. 


At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Loomis,  which  was  at  a 
very  early  day,  roads  were  nearly  impassable,  ;iml  the  set- 
tlement w;is  without  matirial  with  which  to  make  a cot'hn 
for  his  burial.  In  this  emergency.  Alex.  \'ass,  of  I’vitvs- 
burg,  a carjienter  by  trade,  cut  a straight  grce-n  oak  tree, 
S|dit  out  slabs,  tiressed  them  nicely,  and  made  a cc.'ftin.  It 
was  so  heavy  tint  it  took  the  united  strength  of  all  the  men 
present  to  handle  the  cot'fiii  after  the  bodv  wa>  in  it.  Such 
were  tlie  rude  devices  which  necessity  forced  us  to.  Stiil, 
we  were  happy,  since  we  were  all  on  about  a common  level, 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  made  us  alei  t,  active  and 
energetic.  We  had  to  be  up  and  dc'ing,  and  we  ratlu-r 
seemed  to  enjoy  it. 

The  Zimmerman  settlement  forms  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  early  history  of  Webster. 
Adam  Householder  and  his  famil}',  and  A'illiam 
Zimmerman,  with  his  wife.  Isabella  House- 
holder, and  three  children,  came  from  Virginia  in 
1834,  arriving  at  the  Forks  of  the  Portage,  No- 
vember 2,  that  year.  Householder  located  in 
Center  township.  The  little  party  of  pioneers 
made  immediate  preparations  for  building  a 
cabin,  which  was  completed  in  a few  davs. 
Both  famdlies  became  the  occupants  of  the  none 
too  spacious  room  until  such  time  as  Mr.  Zim- 
merman could  erect  a cabin  for  himself  on  lands 
which  he  had  selected  a short  distance  farther 
up  the  river,  and  within  the  bounds  of  what  was 
then  Center  township.  This  was  completed  in 
January  following,  the  family  moving  in  when 
there  was  neither  floor  nor  windows.  This  be- 
came his  future  home,  and  year  by  year  wit- 
nessed the  steady  inroads  upon  the  fore.^t;  the 
little  patch  for  “garden  truck”  widened  into 
broad  fields  which  waved  with  golden  grain  or 
rustled  with  the  yellow  corn.  In  common  with 
all  others,  they  had  to  endure  many  yirivaticns 
and  hardships  incident  to  frontier  life.  Tlie  pio- 
neer died  in  April,  1884,  leaving  the  partner  of 
his  life  to  tell  the  story  of  their  settlement  in  the 
wilderness. 

The  cemetery  of  Scotch  Ridge  speaks  in  mar- 
ble and  granite  of  the  end  of  many  of  the  pio- 
neers. Of  others,  who  went  forth  into  the  witle 
world  outside  Webster  township,  man\-  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  pages  devoted  to  Biography,  and 
a few  names  are  recorded  in  the  Military  chapter. 

Ci'iiu  tcrics. — The  old  cemetery  of  Scotcli  ’ 
Ridge  is  the  most  historic  spot  in  the  county. 
Many  monuments,  not  a few  of  them  works  of 
art,  remind  the  visitor  of  the  pioneers,  and  tell 
plain!}-  how  their  children  respect  tiieir  memory. 
Among  the  old  settlers  buried  theue  are  'riiomas 
I'orresLer,  who  tlievl  in  ) S3  ; ; Levi  Loomis.  i8tt'; 
died  on  Lite  road  near  the  Ten  Mile  House;  Lllen 
S.  Davidson,  1841;  .\nn  .\nderson,  1844;  James 
Waugh,  1845;  Philinda  1).  Sneeden  and  Mary 
Dunipace,  1846;  William  Waugh.  iS.jp;  Mar- 
garet and  William  Stewart,  and  Roswell  Can- 


d\\\D  CIOO'W 


-.yi  .\.  \ ■. ' 


{ •/ 

),!■■ 


.fit. 

ir^; 

■>'«  . 


•I’li  ili  • ;i:-  J>)  yO‘>  ■> 

,1  ■)■;■■.■  1 II.M'. 

■ ;-if|4  pI  I);-"-"  •' 

; . vi  f.'a  1,  >'/  •<l'"Uy 


,u  I )’V}'/n»  r v,(<li.y(0,-l  liorl!  01 

• ; Jo  i.lii-f'f'-'.fr!  ‘..Jlii-'-ri  O’.ii  j.Tw  v->ino(*('3ri/> 

" ()  e -.X  >1/-.  'li'^ns^fr  bni; r- 


■i:l 


1, . 


■Uf 


'(■ 


;i 


■ ■-'  lii/  , 'fit'.  JI'S'’ 

J.H'J  1'  F,  ;’t  '.  7; -wt  'i'. 

■ >-.  1,11  'j  ■•  n 111;!" 

'/  .■.■jl  .■!■  'Jrfi  •>■'■->■" 

.(•  'I’.ll'I'.F  , '*V}  1)7/ 

' rti  7'.<  VflrbflK 

H P !)!'..(  ■»■//" 

li  voiii;?  Ill 

(fiiul  j(i j J'Ot.  rtfifn  i'irtiinit^  on  F 

!o  -I'it.j  )o  Ju;q  ini.Jioq 

•M\  "^;u!  onu  iob'oii'ji/;u'*H 


KfiljiiM 


I )iijii;?:  'I/- 


, , 1.1 » 

■H  ,Fin;j.1  I ! .tjFJt.jafn.if  I 

■ :li //  r // 

; ' 5 in.  . I-  It  .t*' ••.'M  ri-iiUiI^  nii=' ' '/■»!’!)  u:'  1) 

^ .*T7  lti<  If  ’^.1  Tx  > Jlk^bl 


•III.  il  if  lr  .'//  I’jtjUi  // 


., . ■ n ’ll:,  r.'i! 

-,|  .rni"  >■  I , ) . II  '1  f 

■i i'lf.  , ) ‘ I'  - 

J.ii.  •,“ii'n] 


j ir 


’-jiV  :ii0';i. 9rfiJ 


iinv/  .Miainou'fni-j, 
,0  tnyii!!  f/JiP  .loblod 

9 


111  .y'i^iso!. 

//' ji'/i' -i;v„)  H. 

^ .r. 

:■  ■/'  ■> 


**'  ' ■«■,  ■'  .-ll  Ij’ii  HI.  '/  t'  *>"  iiTli  ,y!i|>: 

n,jJ  i ,»  nf/J.l/Mli  mJ;  nlj 

ii.'fl':  :ihiJ0)  I yk  ^<i’ iiiit  li":-  n^i.2 

J ,'•  I*  I.  ~Cf.  I.f.  LtiC.  tt. 


Kthl 

• . : '1  / 
-♦jc  ii'>i'i><  '1  r.i'i  p'ii  {)*jd/i'i  f'Imii;^' _ fir/f  tr.n // '.. 

'o  niK^  .'iiini'  i"'  *i!  ■'  .lio  »lt  if  suv  r*Tjil’>/ 

■ "J-..  'ft'.  .•'Mi;  hO»»l  ni  HilHf  lu‘li)/'f/£'i»i7Fl( 

Tc.l  ijifl  .■->  •».  ! ''v/tiH  l7hii:)i|/  >n:  >/•  <>  Hi  J/iilvv 

Mo  r'ii  'iJ  J:.'V  'UljHtF-j  ,1  i.iiooi'jo,  inowiy -k(i 

.■'.If  i'lMi;  •J'J'JHt 'jui' II  jo 
.'i.Victvy^;.\u».  oi,>  ■ -.  tifi  f'Cd  -xi;  .!»?•••;»'. /rto]  xl  >/. 

■ 'Fli  I!  F,'S. ' ■ ’.M-f -^Jio  onii  un/ib  oJ  Ml  ; o,yi.» 

-im.nl  .nt  ii'  ijoi  .-.  .'ini  'fl  .ff)iijb«  nt//'!''''  Iinj.e'nothr/iit I '•/I.i* 

></  i1/:i  -m  fi.H  odrT>/-Jf  HU/HCitf  io'  Vin ‘iitJilH  fi'jifj  i>Om| 

’•■70  Ih.'V.  Jiiijlii  //  •»<mt  ufi'f*’  ‘»dj  |■|^'''ir=  Llifi 

.fii/'' /«•»!(. i!»ii  4ii1  -J'-iH  uJ  ••nicij  orfJ.  no  f vAxjA  ri<i!j;>l- m 
gii!  nio.i  F'-.'rt't*  ..iwlot  HI.’J  no  i..;n  ' »t  bm.  .ovj.'ft  ~>v>tt 
ki  lu'  'I  T i.j.'itf  'iniT  .ovnu'W!  :^?il  M '.j  f/oI)  jlai ■oit  .•'Trr-. 

ti  i>i  'i.rn  ,br)il>;‘)yi?.7'j'!<i  1 

^ 1/0I8  .Hll^ 

Ftiir;,  I'..  >"....  •-■;  (itdl.3  wl  linl 

o'jo'//  jrj'sWtitf-'  bfti  il'W'.'ioli  bnc  ,*f)‘jinu'l 
-.til;  s'.  li'iOH  rMj  Jo  .■•,j*ii-3d  •'?>"( of// 

'ob  ,•./  no  ‘<i it/iiyi  u .e-(oifiiiJ  bm. 

v-t.'FOT'V^  /yiV'i'  J'.  ■' ;.^ii>ijs  ‘i 

i)-  ''.irH  ;:i'‘'i//f>’-t  Hmi/ib  'Dtirti  !nijt,«air;n  Jc  bk''t 

mri  t foil!  I«.nbifi;d  .ilK  .boJkiJinifio  o1  ^.jh 

ii-)ii’/j  jcfjjin  "I'.O  jsi-  ‘l  'd  i'-tdiHl  f'tm  nwob  b ’taftHf! 

1,7/j  yi'Hfv/  .‘j».u<jtl  )iir  ifl’ift  •jiirr.'>  vi./li  arm 
• si  rttjf  u.  ybrenio  ’‘tb  ni>  «wo3  yilT  Ajfj  bojinaq  0537/ 

.•ftVFjFj-'id  iiric,  -bawolii’d  !bnt  jiJn«ni  .•/I'l.on'yia't'  •*iuv>li 
■fv.  t;  HGV/  8*J7U5  ,nr/lo-« 

711!  :m  I'a'joj  . .iibyfb  )K,’;}8iPvjJi<i  wb  ttflT  ..A3»i'-n 

j..  . ti  t!pv!i.i  'lib  )c.mioi«  nr>-r^  Iniaojxy  TJ.jfi.fii  * 

;i  -.fu*!  .■’fjfib  )iJ  ni'no  botab  -doOiK-ji  '’ris  I>hk 
.if)  -if.“."i'n'ib  jr(T  .Moo.»)ll  V.ob'iiit  bnG'/biil  « >i  bon>K|.'* oi>'» 
d'<  . d*!!  orir  iifi;,  ,h-j4  ’,<U  lyfxiJ!- b(if);  m 

njTJiJ  I'JilIiy-  imt;  io'/o,.wii».:» 

F -w,  ,.,’Fr -niilT  .axuu  wiwfj  Ii>nlv(  MhioH  yib  b«K,wvlo7f 
Iirmibo-Tj  nr  --Ji 

7,..d-7;i.  m.  il.'i"  llb'w,Jt«oT3'!iiiJ  *;  bvlii.^  I ”“‘^1'''*!.';? 
■boir  i,  TKon  M,  nisJ/oTbiv  ofi  nf  Mjvjot'?  iiO'//  -J.-lf 

8K7/  ' .'-jn'-jl  !»ir//  ;}«••  snifiDi'  irt  1 boify-.r  : on«  /rtny 

Initi'nij-.n’j  H6V/  aijHr.of*  yrfJ  oi::aolri^b■vl5mli|^-'■fU  Jo'i  , 

' ji  loi'.ffi'.iM'J'l  Uiv  Jtl/fti'W  it5JH<!‘»7/  Wo  '■f'fi  ^ 

'ns  fwm'iyH  jI  yjfr;if<!  ylltiUkyntJ  '{'  * 

i.  fii  o ".'ij  -Ffc'i/  AnlJi.Tfjifn  ■j.iy//  •<•'(!} 

f.1,'//  '.I'jii?  ifj'ii'ii  7’fov'')  Inuf ,;  incd  tlti  bfu  nt.  n»b'Ono** 

/!/•  ji*li  knJonMjniifoon  .>iniJov,ki}oyiTtjm/« 

■>hi>  ottoH  'I,  biirriJ  as  Jbn  8b/f  od// .MtnoJii  .hi  ^ 

1 rtfi  mii  .»uo  .bailiiss  .•Jorf.  fi  ,bfu.  ‘W 

Sfinii",  ifcfniru,  n wfwi  roin'TO 

mH;  .-17.)  brW-jcI  loi.b  nkf»r>‘ nyqo  nil)  oJm  bnA  , 

ifbtil  iJiib  R 7<t  biiK  ,byd  6ri)  rjljnu  (/uumn  yaf/jou,  bin  i 
" bi.i  •';n«l  r.  «i;  « yH  .friiii  b'ithu.i^sil  boKj/io  mid  ^iin 

■ V(«n‘ 'to  txsri  Tiob  c»tM  no  iioold  bnr.  jjr/’d.t-wOi!/ 

'jijcTJ‘j2ti!>  r..JUbrifiv/  borb  lOfi  liGn  orl  JRtf{  *’  . 

fiFHiV/  ifb  I0  vrirkn  xtB  ^tpdt  Ariidyl  anh  I '^,1^ 

-■'Hi  '"'H  v.i'iinij  ’ 7;Siw  Vi.rs.;,T^ 

Uo  \ T:,  ,t>  * te?ito(T  ,{fih  mio’  bbrt  t ni  Jif.h  /f  d'‘7t 


-<  V '’d-'  i"  H -h'i"l  - lb  7;(:i7tnJ’.  ‘ 

tl  ;i-' i i.j  i j ■ . U'.-i  { 'fwl)  , «■  .lOiJlt'.'?)  / 
'(^!'l£.q  .-sIfJil  Olir  .^^lli^^JVn,^ 

7 I'd-  ?;■' H J.'.  if-qaiq  v:.)ih'Hi 
F ...  {li  <■'.:>  c-'-i'i'i'  fb'rdvi 

-I'H.  it  in'/d 

’ Mfi:  * ' lOit-'t  riiriOi  ciUOi'O;.']')  * f'ii 

;■  iiosntMi  ?'’!  niO/,;''  'i'  iub’io  lili.oo  fji.tiii.’ftf. 
'.  -r  '.  ■ ■ "It  '-  -^)..n  -'d  ilftit*. '/ 

.liH//  3):<iVV  JO  ! --..rir  (.^dFlX/  L/IK  .'f-i-n  j;!! 

;)'  ;-.'3  JoU]: uo"' -/it.'.'.'  '"td  I - ..qu'lafi '/oJ 

njrivi  nr  "ilnv' I'.-'n  -(lii.Uii  .orif  i’.-ti.'] 

"i:ci  nifiT  .T.//>iifjivt  to/;  ic  o-. 

-T'V  t;.i  / •/•■i  bitO' 


c.tn; 

n 


(.■onobj'// 

: nvi.l'  \\ 


ill  " n,i ’M' oni-i'  n'^ 


-otq  .•'-oi  i 

I'..  tV/TT 


t'H'jt'ftn  ivv'dj 

■■ 'll  n.'ii/fO 
.lifn  -odi  b 

I utfii/ij; ■ ' 'lo-'!  f'oj/iq  .o!b';i 
sfi'/  bo  /KV/  abiofl  • b'-'ibi 

,j;  . //-lit.;/  otli  tiji'.'A  bp'ifikit 

;,.-:nlun  -t:,,  tv'd  vmlf 

uu«'t>  OJ  ./iiobipoi  iqu'-HiiilT/i  JiitK 


.yak 

7i  I . f ‘M..,/  j-.ol  . 

'I  .aiO''  Tii'iii  ki 


/ T :■ 


,}f  iq/  ,ni  hVt;.)  -nwH 

;a  out  lbt‘  01  oli!  ijifl 

ylH/O'-d'.'O.b  lu  /T^i-irnCTy  'jiflT 

• ad,*  ,!o  -iba-tM  Wd 

jw.)  w o;i ,c';adJo  t.O  titpttfi 


■'b  ni  bobl0031  3tB  f'OlUf.n  V/st  £ 

'doji  'Opf  1 ■'  '/ipif  I'fr'jio  bio  Of!  r~ i 
yTf’i-/-  -'ilj  (u  yoq^  onolftifl  380«)  ai'b-iii  y’qbi^ 
.,jw„  m»dJ  lu  v/o:  £ Jon  .aJnoujifnofii  vn&l-* 
{lai  Ijnr.  .^/to-ymiiq  «>Ht  ^lo.  toJtaiv  oriJ  hnifr.sn  .Jt£ 


-0:q  ' 

ic,  .wnlv 

i'.V 

- 'k  '.’K  ' 1 

-7i  *. 

I . \’i)  i.'l 

i il£ 

PyiOu 

,IOJO 

r/lj  / jE5.irt 

HjJiTUiii  ..TBiOMib  4 iS-ndU'ya 

7 thi  lyo. 

n..lk  i oMtoH  alii/.  noT  oftJ-5£0it  'b£'Hrj  ^/IJ 

.nbk'j a ;><»/.•  iinA . ; 


J . /T  cf-Fin;w«r  MnncV/  ’•tyr'oH  l»fH;',8yyit«oJ  hliM 

•n.tl/.  i.n£  rtabaond  ,J  tend'd  * fi  / i '5’^’.  Mik.i  «,  yokmi 

-tnU  ;0|.bt  .•jo/sqinuU  ; 4j  toanftJenb-jasril  »s<ib0»m.F  ■■’T^b.anq 


420 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


field,  1S48;  James  Corbett,  1S50;  Samuel  Muir’s 
child,  1851;  Daniel  Hathaway,  Lewis  Zimmer- 
man, jean  Addie  Forrest  and  Hueh  Stewart, 
1852  ; Robert  Reed,  Christina  Darke,  Adam 
Householder,  1S53;  jane  E.  Newville,  Horatio 
N.  Merrill,  William  Cummins,  Laura  E.  Carr, 
James  Dunipace,  Francis  M.  Davidson,  and 
Henry  J.  Sieple,  1854:  Christopher  Sieple,  1855; 
Nathan  H.  Merrill,  Andrew  Merkle  and  David 
Merkle,  1856;  James  Shanks,  who  was  killed 
under  a falling  tree,  James  M.  Davidson,  R. 
F.  Austin’s  son,  and  Mary  Muir,  1857.  West  of 
this  cemetery,  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  is  an 
older  burn  ing  ground,  in  which  James  Shanks, 
who  was  killed  b\'  his  team,  was  buried.  A Miss 
Mell,  William  >fuir,  who  died  in  1S31,  and  an 
infant  child  of  James  Muir,  who  died  in  1840, 
were  buried  in  that  ground.  In  the  new  ceme- 
try  lies  Solomon  Van  Gilder,  a soldier  of  1812, 
who  died  in  i S83. 


FEXTOX. 

Where  the  village  of  Fenton  now  stands,  was 
known  to  Harrison’s  soldiers,  in  1813,  as  the 
“ Devil’s  Hole  Prairie.”  One  of  his  scouts, 
who  became  lost  in  that  portion  of  the  wilder- 
ness, being  interrogated  about  his  delay,  said  he 
strolled  into  the  veritable  home  of  Satan.  From  , 
183010  1869,  it  was  the  rendezvous  of  thieves. 
In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1872,  George  Roiter 
and  P.  D.  Nuel  built  a mill  on  C.  V.  Black’s 
farm,  and  the  notorious  characters,  who  haunted 
the  locality,  disappeared  before  this  emblem  of 
progress,  leaving  the  farmers  in  peace. 

The  first  postmaster  was  John  Fenton,  ap- 
pointed about  1857.  David  Main,  who  came  m 
1848,  remembers  the  establishment  of  this  office, 
and  thinks  the  date  given  is  correct.  Hugh 
Stewart  held  the  office  after  the  war,  John  Grei- 
ner followed  him,  then  came  Thomas  Harring- 
ton, and,  lastly,  Isaac  Dent,  who  has  been 
postmaster  since  1886. 

The  post  office  is  near  the  south  line  of  one 
of  the  richest  agricultural  districts  in  Wood 
county.  Large  farm  houses  and  well-fenced 
farms  speak  of  the  character  of  the  men  who 
developed  it. 

lu'nton  Sihooi. — John  Ewing  taught  the 
school  at  Fenton  in  a room  r from  \vhich  a hand- 
mill  was  removed  ) between  Mrs.  Robert  David- 
son’s atid  Mrs.  Hugh  Stewart's  house,  .\mong 
the  j-)in)ils  were  lohn  and  William  I'enton; 
Thomas  and  Margaret  Davidson,  and  Hugh, 
Janette,  Robert,  John  and  Margaret  Stewart. 


1 For  four  months,  in  1844  or  1845,  Mr.  Ewing 
i taught  here;  he  then  became  a phrenologist,  set 
out  for  California,  in  -'849,  and  died  lU  route. 
Delia  Spink  taught  a school,  in  1S46,  in  a log- 
house  near  Fenton.  Then  Deacon  Browns 
daughter  taught  for  two  terms;  Marv  Nutt  came 
next;  Eliza  Bruce  and  Ann  \’ass  followed,  while 
Martha  Scott,  who  married  Lewis  Householder, 
taught  one  of  the  early  schools. 

; The  railroad  villages  of  Dowling  and  Dun- 
bridge  have  usurped  the  proud  position  once  held 
I by  Fenton,  and  destroyed  its  prestige  as  a trading 
; point. 


TEX  MILE  HOUSE. 

I The  Ten  Mile  House  is  one  of  the  oldest 
land-marks  in  the  township.  I-ong  before  the 
present  hamlet  of  Scotch  Ridge  w’as  recognized, 
j this  was  an  important  stopping  place,  and  the 
! post  office  of  a wide  district.  In  the  “fifties,” 
j and  fi'om  the  organization  of  the  township,  the 
trustees  assembled  here  to  transact  business,  the 
electors  to  cast  t^ieir  votes,  and  the  disciples  of 
Terpsichore  to  dance.  The  church  was  oniv  a 
short  distance  southeast,  and  the  burial  ground 
near  the  church,  so  that  the  funeral,  marriage, 
dance  and  Sabbath  meeting  insured  for  the  Ten 
Mile  House  an  ebb  and  flow  of  visitors  which  the 
other  settlements  did  not  experience.  The  place 
lost  its  glories  long  years  ago,  when  the  post 
office  was  removed  to  the  Loomis  store.  West 
of  it  is  the  United  Brethren  church  building; 
south  of  it,  the  pleasant  hamlet  of  Scotch  Ridge; 
and,  round  it,  fertile  farms  and  the  homes  of 
practical,  ambitious  agricultui ists. 

The  U'ehster  Tnited  Bret  lire  n Chiireh  [Lib- 
eral) was  organized  March  i i,  18S7,  with  A.  Philo, 
D.  A.  Pope,  Joshiel  d'hom.pson,  G.  W.  Loomis 
and  Clarence  Greiner,  trustees.  All  were  mem- 
bers except  G.  \\k  Loomis,  Stephen  Cupp  and 
wife,  Laura  Pope,  and  about  five  others.  In  the 
spring  of  1887  a building  fund  of  $ 1,000  was  col- 
lected, and  the  present  building  in  Sec.  36.  T. 
6,  R.  I I , was  dedicated  August  20,  1S87,  bv  Rev 
T.  J.  Harbaugh,  P.  E.,  and  Joseph  Crim,  pas- 
tor. Rev.  L.  Moore  succeeded  Mr.  Crim,  tlicn 
Messrs.  Tussing,  Wells.  Fletcher,  Ingalls,  and 
then  Rev.  J.  W.  Hicks  of  Fostoria,  who  was  ap- 
pointed in  1 89.P  The  Webster.  Center,  Majde 
Grove,  Dowling,  and  the  Da\'enport  in  Perrys- 
burg  township,  are  all  in  this  circuit.  The  mem- 
bership of  tin;  Webster  C'hurch  is  about  one  hun- 
dretl.  Philo  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunda\  - 
school.  The  present  trustees  are  .A.  Philo. 
Myron  Chamberlain,  M.  Meisters,  Henry  Wei 
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and  D-  A.  Pope,  with  Mr.  Pope,  secretary, 
.;;icc  I 889  (succeeding  George  Housekeeper),  ex- 
,.■1)1  in  1894,  when  Thomas  Cross  tilled  the 

J'/ii  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Luckey, 
u.is  organized  within  the  \\dker  school  hou.se  a 
tiinnher  of  years  ago,  and  continued  in  existence 
'da-re  until  1882,  when  headquarters  were  estab- 
lished at  Luckey. 


SCOTCH  RIDGE. 

This  hamlet  on  the  banks  of  the  Portage  may 
i)c  considered  the  successor  of  Ten  Mile  House, 
.uid  Loomis  Store,  as  the  commercial  Mecca  of 
Webster.  John  Myers  built  the  “ Householder 
House,"  a smaller  building  where  is  now  the 
P'avidson  store,  the  cottage  where  William  Feii- 
tMii  lives,  and  Hanson’s  cottage.-  He  was  the 
creator  of  the  hamlet.  \Valter  Davidson  built  a 
incicantile  house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
I luss-roads,  about  twenty  years  ago,  where  busi- 
nv.ss  was  carried  on  until  1882,  <vhen  the  present 
i >:ividson  building  was  erected.  few  pioneers 
'Uch  as  “ P-ncle  Robert’’  and  Mr.  Fenton  reside 
within  the  hamlet’s  limits,  while  scarcely  a da\' 
pa.sses  without  a visit  from  others,  such  as  “ Aunt 
Margaret  ’’  and  one  or  two  other  survivors  of 
pioneer  da\'S. 

The  post  office  known  as  “ Ten  Mile  House,” 
uas  estalilished  loiig  before  the  war,  with  Charles 
Pi.-aupret  master.  During  or  immediately  after 
tlie'war,  George  Loomis  had  the  office  removed 
!o  his  store,  near  the  United  Presbyterian’s 
luhlding.  John  Myers  was  postmaster  for  almost 
•1  quarter  of  a century,  or  until  Dr.  L.  L.  Loomis 
-■iicceeded  him.  Robert  S.  Davidson  was  the 
next  incumbent,  followed  by  James  Rogers,  who 
'■rved  during  President  Cleveland’s  first  admin- 
istration, and,  in  1885,  was  again  appointed  to 
■iicceetl  Robert  S.  Davidson. 

The  United  Presbvteria)!  Church  of  Scotch 
Kidge,  was  organized  in  1841,  b\-  Rev.  James  A. 
'Aonilbury.  John  Muir,  James  Waugh,  Sr.,  and 
Ale.xander  Mass  were  elected  elders,  and  James 
'lUiugh,  clerk.  The  members  at  that  time  were 
^)'ter  Shanks,  John  Fenton.  Hugh  Stewart, 
'Ydiert  Dunipace,  Robert  Stewart,  James 
Walter  Davidson,  Robert  Davidson, 
! 'ha  henton,  Jr.,  Robert  Forrester,  Alex.  Mass, 

I 'hn  Muir,  Sr.,  Lewis  Forrest,  James  Waugh, 
* huinas  Adams,  |ohn  McDowell,  and  their 
''Ves.  with  James  Waugh,  Jr.,  Forrester,  Sam- 
‘•••■1  aiul  John  (|r.)  Muir,  Robert  .Milk,  Margaret, 
dliam  and  James  Davidson,  anil  Mrs.  Smith. 


I Mr.  Woodbury  was  succeeded,  in  1S43,  by  Rev. 

■ John  Bonner,  and  he,  in  1845,  Rev.  James 
i Miller,  who  with  others  supplied  the  pulpit  until 
I Rev.  Jackson  Duff  came  in  1852.  Ten  years 
later,  in  1862,  the  present  frame  building  took 
I the  place  of  the  old  log  house, 
i The  record  book  of  this  Church,  in  posse.ssion 
; of  Miss  Davidson,  of  New  Rochester,  dates  back 
I to  January,  1862,  Rev.  Jackson  Duff  being  then 
pastor,  and  James  Davidson,  clerk,  vice  John 
M uir,  who  held  the  office  from  1S47  ^o  1S61. 
There  w-ere  eighty-six  members,  including  two 
members  of  the  Mass  family,  nine  of  the  David- 
: son,  eight  of  the  IDunipace,  four  of  the  Weddell, 

' six  of  the  Muir,  one  of  the  Galloway,  one  of  the 
: Kelly,  five  of  the  P'orrester,  one  of  the  Waugh, 

' five  of  the  P'enton,  three  of  the  Forrest,  one  of 
: the  Main,  two  of  the  Lamont,  four  of  the  Riodd, 
one  of  the  Smith,  Alvin  Carey,  Margaret  John- 
! ston,  Catherine  Banks,  four  of  the  Stewarts.  t\i’o 
of  the  Philos,  six  of  the  Shanks,  three  of  the 
Merkles,  Margaret  Gregg,  two  of  the  Kassons, 
three  of  the  Eatons.  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Roper. 
David  Main,  Elset  Christie,  William  and  Mar- 
: garet  Donald,  Isaac  and  Eliza  J.  Kelly,  Sarah  J. 
Weddell  and  William  Bandeen.  Of  the  number, 
forty-live  died  prior  to  the  close  of  1894,  while  a 
I number  remoxed  or  were  dismissed  to  other 
j Churches.  In  1864,  a collection  amounting  to 
! $9.65  was  taken  up  for  the  Freedmen’s  mission 
at  Nashx’ille.  In  1865,  there  were  seventy-eight 
communicants  who  subscribed  $475.60  for  the 
support  of  pastor  and  Church,  and  other  sums  for 
foreign  missions.  In  April.  1869.  Rev,  W'right 
preached  here,  and  declared  the  pulpit  vacant. 
Rev.  S.  C.  Hubbell  was  installed  pastor  in  18O9; 
David  Main  and  George  Weddell  were  elected 
elders  in  January,  1872,  and  they  administered 
the  Church  affairs  until  1877.  when  Rev.  J.  C. 
Murch  was  called  as  pastor.  In  1879,  Rev.  J. 
i T.  Caldwell  preached  here,  and  continued  for  a 
: few  years.  Revs.  John  Williamson,  J.  K.  Black. 
H.  H.  Thompson,  Rev.  Levy,  a Jew,  T.  W. 
Monteith,  and  others  preached  here  down  tojidy, 
I 882,  but  Mr.  Thompson  was  prominent  in  Church 
work.  Mr.  Caldwell  was  the  pastor  down  to 
i89'3,  when  Rev.  E.  II.  Huston  was  called. 


The  records,  in  possession  of  Da\  i 1 Main, 
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ported  in  a flourishing  condition.  William  Ban- 
deen  was  elected  elder  in  1873,  Robert 

Forrester,  deceased.  Rev.  J.  C.  Murch  'vas 
called  in  June,  1878.  In  April,  1S79  (another 
statement  says  1S821,  David  Main  succeeded 
James  Davidson  as  clerk  of  the  Session.  John 
Wight  was  elected  elder  in  April,  1S82,  vice  Rob- 
ertDunipace,  deceased,  while  in  November,  1886, 
James  Davidson  resigned  the  treasurership,  and 
Robert  S.  Davidson  uas  elected.  In  July,  1888, 


Edmond  Loomis  and  William  Bandeen  were 
chosen  eiders,  while  |ohn  Wught  and  David 
Main  were  members  of  the  Session.  In  189:, 
the  Cjuestion  of  permitting  instrumental  music  re- 
ceived favorable  consideration,  and  Jessie  Eckis 
was  appointed  organist;  Mattie  Wight  succeeded 
her,  but  recently  Margaret  Davidson  and  others 
I have  filled  the  position.  The  board  of  elders,  in 
\ 1895,  comprised  David  Main,  E.  L.  Loomis, 

I Wm.  Bandeen  and  John  W'iglit. 


CHAPTBR  RLVII. 


WESTON  TOWNSHIP. 

Preamble — Popui.atiox — Sukvevor — Organization  and  Okficials — List  of  Pioneers — Eabi.y 
ScHOOL.s — First  Ditch — A Curious  Record — Pioneer  Road — Churches. 

Weston  ViEL.VGE — Its  Growth,  Industries,  Etc. — Se:ttlement.s  [from  Dr.  Spencer’s  Sketch  of 
Early  Settlf:.ment] — Corporation  and  Officials — Post  Office — Sciiooi-s — Churchijs — 
The  Weston  Gas  Co. — Banks — Fires — Societies,  Associations,  Opera  House,  Etc. 


The  territory,  now  known  as  Weston  town-  : 
ship,  was  among  the  first  municipal  dit'is- 
^ ions  of  the  county  to  attract  the  agricult-  ■ 
ural  pioneer  from  the  river  front,  and  ! 
prove  later  that  the  back  lands  were  as  fertile  as  , 
the  lands  along  the  river,  if  not  more  so.  In  1 
1840,  when  the  census  enumerator  first  consid- 
ered the  township,  he  counted  heads  in  what  are 
known  as  Weston,  Grand  Rapids  and  Milton, 
and  reported  a population  of  539.  In  the  half  ' 
century  ending  in  1890,  the  population  of  the 
same  territory  inbreased  to  4,866,  while  it  boasted 
of  four  incorporated  villages — Weston  township 
and  village  being  credited  with  1 , 5 58  inhabitants, 
of  which  number  845  belonged  to  the  village. 

Sixty-si.x  years  have  vanished  into  the  past 
since  the  first  faint  gleams  of  civilization  were 
introduced  into  this  portion  of  the  wilderness. 

It  is  true  that  Chicago  was  built  and  destroyed 
and  rebuilt  within  that  time;  but  it  is  (luestion- 
able  if  a small  band  of  settlers  ever  carved  out  ( 
of  the  forest  so  many  rich  farms,  or  so  many 
happy  homes,  as  the  [)ioneers  of  Weston  did. 

The  United  States  surveyor,  Samuel  Holmes, 
ran  the  e.xterior  lines  in  18(9,  while  P.  E.  Kellogg 
survc3'ed  the  township  into  sections,  in  leji. 

0r<^'<i/!i.Zi7//c/!  thi-l  Otjlciab. — Weston  towu- 
shi[),  was  established  Juno  14,  1830,  under  the 
name  "Ottawa  'fownship,’'  in.chideii  a large 


part  of  the  territory  (western  Grand  Rapids, 
Milton,  Jackson  and  western  part  of  M.Tishing- 
ton  ) in  Range  9,  south  of  the  Maumee,  with  the 
islands  in  that  river.  The  place  of  meeting  was 
fixed  at  Edward  Howard's  house;  but  for  some 
reason  the  Act  of  the  commissioners  was  ignored. 
On  December  6,  1830,  the  name  was  changed  to 
Weston,  and  an  election  was  ordered  to  be  held 
on  April  4,  1831,  at  the  same' house.  On  the 
appointed  day,  the  \'oters  assembled,  and  elected 
themselves  to  fill  the  following  named  offices: 
Trustees — Ivdward  Howard,  William  Pratt  auvl 
Emanuel  Arnold;  clerk — R.  A.  Howard;  treas- 
urer— R.  M.  \\k  Howard ; overseers  of  the  poor 
— M.  P.  Morgan,  Jacob  Crom  and  James  Don- 
aldson; fence-viewers — William  Loughre\'  and 
Joseph  North;  constables — William  North  and 
William  Wonderly;  road-supervisor  -James  Don- 
aldson; justices  of  the  peace  (elected  June  21, 
1 83 1 (-—Emanuel  .Arnold  and  Alexander  I'ugh. 
The  road  super\isor  received  se\ent\'-t';ve  cents, 
ami  the  tre.asurei,  se\eut)-n\ e cents,  for  their 
labors  that  year,  tire  trustees  making  their  i>.’,y 
eipial  to  the  work  perlormed.  Of  '.'ourse,  wh.it 
is  now  Gr.and  Raiiids  townslfip  was  then  th.' 
tie'!  pan  of  We-^ton,  and  the  offi -ers  nanu'd  re- 
sided therein.  'I'he  twenty-even  voters  pi.-'cnt 
in  .Aiu'il,  i8si.  were  the  officials  mimed  ab>\e. 
with  John  bdavel,  )osc[ih  Kling,  Isaac  .Mains 
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I.evi  Cartvvric^ht,  Georga  \V.  Joseph 

Keith,  Levi  Felton,  John  Wonderly,  Silas  George, 
Joel  Smith,  Moses  Marsh,  Jacob  Macklin,  John 
Gingery,  and  John  Melinger.  At  the  election 
for  justices,  held  June  21,  1831,  twenty-five 
votes  were  cast — the  new  voters  being  Allen 
Green,  Sr.,  and  Allen  Green,  Jr.,  Hezekiah  and 
,Saniuel  Green,  Deake  Taylor,  Samuel  \Mn  Horn, 
(diaries  McKenan,  Jacob  Walters,  Jacob  Martin, 
Daniel  Grom,  Matthias  Reams  and  Henry  Kiin- 
i)crlin.  The  document  from  which  this  list  of 
voters  is  taken,  is  in  possession  of  Fiid.  H.  Bag- 
galev,  of  \Veston,  who,  in  September,  1895, 
offered  it  to  the  Hc’-ald  for  publication. 

In  1832,  Edward  Howard,  William  Pratt  and 
Emanuel  Arnold,  the  trustees,  established  five 
school  districts,  and  entered  earnestly  on  the 
work  of  public  improvement. 

The  fall  election  of  1834  was  presided  over  by 
Thomas  Davis,  James  Donaldson  and  William 
WMi'idcily,  with  R.  A.  Howard  and  A.  W.  Oli- 
ver, clerks.  There  were  17  votes  cast  tor  James 
F'indlay,  and  26  for  Robert  Lucas,  gubernatorial 
candidates;  2g  for  Epaphroditus  Foote,  and  19 
for  James  Wilkinson,  candidates  for  commis- 
sioner; 18  for  Addison  Smith,  and  7 for  George 
W.  Wood,  candidates  for  coroner;  and  22  for  i 
Joshua  Chappel,  candi<iate  for  county  assessor. 

The  whole  force  of  forty-three  voters  included 
the  following  named  old  residents:  John  W. 

Hooper,  Benjamin  i\tkinson,  Elias  Hedges, 
1'homas  Davis.  Ira  S.  Patterson,  Robert  A.  How- 
ard'h  Peter  Smith,  David  Harbaugh,  A.  W.  Oli- 
ver, James  Donaldson*,  Keed  Wilber,  Benjamin 
Harbaugh,  William  Wonderly*,  Joseph  Keith*, 
Nicholas  Gee,  Harvey  Burritt,  a physician,  Oli- 
ver Campbell,  Emanuel  Arnold*,  Tilton  Bunting, 
Pcleg  .Attwood,  Henry  Kimberlin  (June,  1831  ), 
Peter  Keith,  Al.  Shell,  William  Eaughrey*, 
d homas  Sdsbey,  William  Martin,  Edward  IIow- 
ard*,  'Fhomas  GoundryJ.’J,  Robert  Bamber,  Jr., 
Richard  Close,  Matthias  S.  Van  Fleet,  John 
Crorn,  Charles  McCarns,  John  Grim,  David 
Hedges,  John  \\h  A’ates,  John  F'owler,  Eevi  Ful- 
ton, A.  Brown,  Samuel  \'an  Horn,  Joseph  Kling, 
Jolin  Gingery  and  David  Taylor.  Of  the  num- 
ber, those  marked  thus*  voted  at  the  first  meet- 
ing. F'rom  1831  to  the  date  of  the  organization 
of  (irand  Kaju’ds,  residents  of  that  township  took 
a leading  part  in  tlie  official  life  of  Weston, 
d herefore,  for  the  purposes  of  the  two  chapters, 
the  lists  of  trustees,  justices,  clerks,  treasurers 
:md  assessors  are  given  here. 

Among  the  office  holders  from  .\pril,  1831  to 
“''I’td,  1841,  ma_\-  be  named  Gabriel  Guver,  John 
Gingery,  Neptune  Nearing.  Jacob  Harris,  Lewis 


i Bortel,  Jonathan  Crorn,  William  Patten,  B Mc- 
Cue,  Edmund  Buttles,  Matthias  Oberdorf,  Jacob 
j Macklin,  John  O'Canipbcll,  Joseph  Keith,  F'ran- 
! cis  Hinsdale,  Mdlliam.  Baker,  Joseph  Henry, 
Jacob  Walters,  David  Hedges,  Moses  P.  Morgan. 
Samuel  Dull,  John  Crorn,  Enoch  Gruber.  H.  M. 

; Lone,  William  Gruber,  John  M'ood,  Alex.  Pugh, 
i David  Harbaugh,  Asa  Gilbert,  John  Fowler,  A. 

' R.  Williams,  Hiram  Scoville  and  Anson  Owens. 

' Many  of  the  men  named  served  in  after  years. 

; F'rom  the  county  records  we  learn  that  Thomas 
' Davis  and  William  Pratt  were  trustees  in  1S34; 

in  1838,  James  Donaldson,  E.  Arnold,  Enoch 
I Gruber;' in  1S39,  Benjanain  Olney,  Alex.  Brown, 
j William  Pratt;  and  in  1848,  C.  Honeywell  and 
■ William  Pratt. 

‘ An  entrv  in  the  trustee's  journal,  made  April 
j 3,  1849,  by  Clerk  Olney,  shows  that  on  April  2 
the  board  authorized  him  to  purchase  a book  in 
which  their  transactions  would  be  recorded,  and 
one  for  recoriling  indentures.  In  reporting  the 
purchase  of  such  books,  he  enumerates  the  State 
reports,  laws,  etc.,  turned  over  to  him,  and  also 
names  one  township,  one  stray,  one  indenture 
and  one  ear-ma-rk  book  received  by  him  from  his 
predecessor  in  office.  He  writes  on  page  2,  of 
the  minute  book;  “The  records  have  been  ver_\' 
imperfectly  kept,  and  several  copies  of  the  laws 
are  lost." 

I'he  oldest  journal  of  trustees,  in  possession  of 
clerk  Coward,  dates  back  to  the  record  of  the 
election  of  1849.  F'rom  it  tiie  following  names 
of  trustees  are  taken; 

1,S4<) — William  Pratt,  Henry  Kimberlin,  Calvin  .Honeywell. 
iS.SO-'i'-! — William  Pratt,  Henry  Kimberlin.  Thomas  S.  Sabin. 
l,S.y3  .').5-  William  Pr.itt,  Smith  Hassett,  Thomas  .S.  Sabin. 
185h-- Robert  P>.  Mead,  [oseph  W.  l\os>,  .Smith  Hassett. 
ls,-,,S -^]ofl  Foote,  Jo,se|)h  W.  Ross,  Isaac  .A.  DeWitt. 
18ni*--joel  Foote,  William  Pratt,  Isaac  A.  HeWitt. 

I IStiO  bi  Levi  T.iylor,  William  Pr.itt,  Joel  Foote. 

' IShg  — I,e\  i Tas  lor,  William  W ard,  Joel  t oote. 

I Samuel  .McLain,  l.)a\  itl  Petti  >s.  Joel  Foote. 

lSti4-  Le\  i 'Faylor,  D.u  id  Petteys,  Robert  M.  Itrown. 

18(>5— Levi  Taylor,  D.ivid  Petti'ys,  Robert  M.  Hrown. 

IStUR-  Le\  i Taylor,  David  Petteys,  William  Pratt. 

]8h7 — Ira  H.  Hanks,  William  N.  Chapman,  William  Pratt. 
isi;,s...  Charles  H.  Smith,  John  McKee.  William  Pr.iit. 

ISilU — Charles  H.  Smith,  Samuel  R.  Junk  ins.  James  I XinaldS'  a';.’ 
1870  -Charles  H,  .Smith,  Samuel  R.  Junkms,  Ldw'd  H.ddwin. 
1871 — Charles  H.  Smith, -Samuel  R.  junkins.  H.  S.  Hex  ei'st  'ck. 
187‘i — Harnev  S.  He\erstock,  J.  S.  Henschoter,  S.imuel  R. 
Junkins. 

l'<7-'!  Sandford  Haldwin,  J.  ,S.  Henschoter,  F.van  Jones. 

1874 — t'sandford  Hald.vin,  S.  R.  Junkins,  l'\,m  Jones 
1 ’7-’>  :7,indford  Haldwin,  Liu-nc/er  Donaldson.  I A. in  Jom  s. 
hs7b  7 8 — .^andlimi  Haldw  m.  Joim  Rowkmd.  L\ an  lone,-. 
1870  Richard  ('iieeii.  John  Rowhnid,  F.van  Jones. 

1'8U  lohn  Ward.  John  Rowland,  l.\an  loiiv'. 

18S1  John  Ward,  johu  Rowland.  S.  H W'ood. 
h^S‘2  John  Ward,  Joim  Rowland,  i.tuis  i'lich. 

L->;>  Richard  I'ln-en,  S.mdfoid  H.ikl.Mn.  losejih  11.  \\  ri,ht. 
1884  John  Rowkmd.  Robert  D.  I leudurson.  |os.  11.  Wriuh.t. 
H''.’)  lohn  l\ou  land,  Robert  D.  Heiuh-r'on,  |o!in  W . I'aown. 
I88.ti  R.  D.  Henderson,  |.  11.  W ri'.,ht.  l.beiuier  l\>n,i'dson 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


The  trustees  elected  since  April,  1887,  are 
named  in  this  paragraph:  Ebenczer  Donaldson. 

1S87;  Joseph  II.  Wright,  iS88;  R.  D.  Mcnderson 
(3  years;,  Whlliam  Stretsberiy  f f year  ;,  1889; 
W^illiam  Stretsberrv  (3  years),  1S90;  Joseph  H. 
Wright,  1S91:  Sandfor<j  Baldwin,  1892;  V\’.  H. 
Pugh,  1S93;  W.  E.  Jones  (died  in  A.,pri!,  1S95), 
1894;  Sandford  Baldwin,  1895  (3  years),  Joseph 
H.  Wright  appointed  r'/tv  Jones.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Baldwin,  in  1895,  created  a second  vacancy. 
James  Stretsberry,  Luther  Wisely,  A.  S.  Taft, 

I 896. 

The  funds  in  the  Weston  township  treasury  in 
November,  1848.  amounted  to  $3.34,  to  which 
$156.57  was  added  by  April  11,  1849.  Of  the 
total,  the  sum  of  $136.07  r\as  expended  in  1 S49, 
leaving  a larger  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  suc- 
ceeding year. 

In  early  times  it  was  customary  in  Wood 
county  to  sell  poor  people  to  the  best  bidder. 
More  tb.an  one  case  is  credited -to  Weston  town- 
ship. O.n  March  7,  1859,  the  trustees  sold 

Spencer  Parley,  a pauper,  to  Wesley  Ebert,  who 
agreed  to  pay  the  trustees  $2  a week  for  one  year, 
except  for  the  time  the  trustees  would  have  him 
away  for  medical  treatment.  In  April,  1862, 
Jonathan  Crorn  agreed  to  board  and  lodge  Parley 
for  §1.75  a week.  This  is  only  one  of  several 
cases  of  the  same  character. 

The  justices  were  Alexander  Pugh  (written 
“Brown”  in  record),  who  qualified  August  15, 
1831,  and  resigned  May  5,  1832;  Emanuel  Ar- 
nold, 1831,  resigned  November  5,  T832;  Robert 
A.  Howard,  1S32;  Flenry  Kimberlin,  1833-38; 
A.ndrew  \\h  Oliver,  1835;  Frederick  Bassett, 
1836;  John  V/.  Culbertson,  1S37;  Thomas  Davis, 
1838  to  1836:  Benjamin  Olney,  1840;  Bela  M. 
Bennett,  1 84 1 ; Whlliarn  Martin,  i S43-46  to  1 85  5 ; 
Tobias  Rudesill,  1850;  Gabriel  E.  Guyer,  1854; 
Charles  Hollis,  i>'5  5;  Isaac  B.  Snivel}’,  1856  and 
1873;  James  J.  \ orhes,  1856;  Samuel  Dewese, 
1856;  R.  B.  Mead,  1859;  George  W.  Wade, 
1859:  Seneca  E.  Sterling,  1861 ; Edward  Quig- 
ley, 1862;  John  .\.  Miller,  1864-67;  David  Don- 
aldson, 1864;  Jolm  Camid)ell,  1866;  John  Camp- 
bell, 1S69-72;  S.  J.  Harper,  1870;  Barney 
Beverstock,  1S70  and  1888;  Solomon  Phillips, 
1873;  Ebenczer  Donaldson,  1875-79;  lA  .A. 
Gunn,  [S76,  resigned  in  1878;  John  Henry, 
1878;  Carlo  Call.  1881  8g ; Stephen  G.  Robin- 
son, i882-9i:  James  \\'.  Williams,  1885;  James 
Long,  1888.  resigned  same  year;  B.  S.  Bever- 
stock, 1891;  ('/.  P.  Thomp.son,  1894;  and  G.  P. 
Thomi)sun,  1896. 

The  assessors  elected  since  1842  have  bi'on; 
James  Donaldson,  1842;  V.'illiam  .Martin,  1845- 


' 49;  William  Martin,  1849-53;  Ht^ncy  Riniberlin, 

■ 1854;  James  Donaldson,  1S55;  Thomas  S.  Sabin 
^ and  Matthew  Wilson,  1856;  David  Petteys  and 
I Allen  Bortel,  1858;  David  Donaldson,  appointed 
i in  1S58;  Joseph  Mh  Ross,  1859;  Jesse  Kerr,  i860; 

! Jacob  Crorn,  1861;  Edward  Gallagher,  1862;  Ja- 
' cob  Crorn,  1863;  Thomas  Sterling,  1864;  Jesse 
I Kerr,  1S65;  David^H.  Ba.ssett,  1069,  1873-73: 

David  Petteys,  1S72;  William  B.  Kerr,  1S76-79; 

; D.  B.  Pugh,  1880;  John  CJ.  Wade  and  John  Mc- 
i Lain,  1881-S2;  John  O.  Wade  and  J.  S.  Benschot- 
! er,  1883;  David  L.  Dull,  1885:  YVh  B.  Kerr,  18S;; 

David  L.  Dull,  1886;  Jerry  H-uffman,  1886-88; 

: W.  H.  -Walters,  1887-88;  L.  S.  Baker.  1S88; 
Albert  Neifer,  1889-90-91;  Burt  Dewese,  1S92- 
93;  T.  J.  Winnup,  1894-93. 

; The  clerks  chosen  since  1S38  are  named  as 
i follows;  P.  B.  Brown,  1838;  G.  E.  Guyer.  1848; 

; Stephen  B.  Okie}’,  i 849;  Gabriel  E.  Guyer.  1830; 

! George  Kimberlin,  1853;  Gabriel  E.  Guyer,  1S54; 

■ Hamilton  K.  Pratt,  1S55;  Foster  II.  Pratt,  1S58; 
George  Kimberlin,  1859  to  1871;  D.  A.  .M'er}’, 

’ 1871;  John  Freyman,  1872;  Frank  M.  Vcur.g, 
i 1873;  Daniel  B.  Pugh,  1S74;  AV.  AV.  Hill,  1880; 
i George  Hospelhorn,  1882;  George  Oswell.  1883; 
Alex.  AAhlliamson,  1884;  Ed.  H.  Baggall}’,  1SS5 
and  18S7;  Jesse  L.  Pugh,  18S6;  Lewis  S.  Baker. 

^ 1888;  Charles  B.  Saxby,  1890-92-93;  A.  L. 

I Coward,  1 894-95  ; Lewis  Toan,  1896. 

The  treasurers,  other  than  those  elected  from 
1831  to  1838,  were;  Harvey  Burritt,  1839-52; 
George  Laskey,  1852;  David  Donaldson.  1855’ 
G.  E.  Guyer,  1857;  Jeremiah  Atkinson,  1859; 

I Isaac  N.  Clayton,  1869;  D.  A.  Avery,  1875; 
i Jacob  Heater,  1882;  I.  B.  Banks,  1S83;  Benja- 
man  F.  Kerr,  18S4;  AA’^.  C.  Singer,  1S85  and 
1889;  R.  A.  Housley,  18S6;  AAA  D.  Mudge,  1887; 
Samuel  C.  Oswald,  1888— 90;  B.  B,  Buck,  1893. 
re-elected  in  i S96. 

In  1896,  AAhlliain  Alartin  and  Cluirles  Bakl- 
win  were  elected  school  trustees. 

List  of  Pioneers. — The  male  inhabitants  of 
the  township  in  1839,  aged  21  years  or  over,  are 
named  as  follows  : E.  H.  Icaton,  Ralph  O. 

Keeler,  John  Fowler,  Etlwin  Howard.  Elijah 
Hox,  Adam  Hein[)crly,  Joscjih  Owens,  Joseph 
! Owens,  Jr.,  Anson  Owens,  Whlliam  AA’onderl}’, 

; Ji^hn  E.  Carson.  James  Donaldson.  Henry  Kim- 
berlin, John  Gingery,  Dennis  .McCornell,  John 
i Pugh,  Samuel  A'an  Horn,  Gabriel  Guyer,  Gabriel 
I Guyer,  Jr.,  .\lexander  Pugh.  .Alexander  Brown, 

• *Asa  Smith,  Samuel  Carson,  John  Crorn,  Jon.i- 
than  Crorn,  Peter  Dull,  Jacob  AA’alters,  Matthew 
McClury,  James  T.  .Alartin,  Jac('ib  Ihirris.  Jo- 
seph AVard,  Gideon  Cornell.  Samuel  Dull,  jae-  l- 
Macklin,  Jaa.ib  Dull,  James  Hecks,  Ma’vth'as 
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'Keains.  Christian  Kling,  Joseph  Klin",  Allen 
Itortel,  Lewis  Bortel,  Mathias  Oberciorff,  Sam- 
uel Oberdorff,  Daniel  Oberdorff,  Benjamin  01- 
ncy,  J<jhn  Ward,  (Calvin  Honeywell,  Conrad 
Albright,  Enoch  Gruber,  Edward  Kirkpatrick, 
john  Bortel,  Emanuel  Arnold,  M.  B.  Bennett, 
kobert  Siften,  Daniel  Townsend,  Alva  Gillet, 
Harvey  Bennett,  Lewis  Shell,  William  Pratt, 
William  Long,  Thomas  Davis,  Nathaniel  Gee, 
James  Bowerman,  Edward  Hcaard,  P.  B. 
Ih'own,  Isaac  Barkhamrner,  B.  McGuire.  Smith 
Pliillips,  James  Smith,  Dresden  Howard,  Will- 
iam Price,  Jared  Owen,  Henderson  Kinow, 
j.  S.  Gregory,  W illiam  Grover  and  Hiram  Sea- 
ville.  This  list  embraces  many  of  the  settlers 
within  what  is  now  known  as  Grand  Rapids 
township.  It  varies  from  the  list  given  in  the 
last  named  township  in  some  particulars,  but 
fully  covers  the  names  of  the  pioneer  men  of 
Weston,  omitting  such  pioneers  as  Thomas  Ta\-- 
ior,  who  settled  .across  the  line  in  .Milton,  in 
1834.  Daniel  Rice,  with  his  son  John,  and 
John’s  second  wife,  with  her  children,  Clarissa, 
Thomas,  Julianne  and  Samuel  Junkins  and 
,'\nna  Belle  Rice,  also  four  children  by  his  hrst 
wife,  namely.  Mar}’,  Elizabeth,  Nancy  and  Isaac 
Rice,  came  in  1833  and  settled  in  Section  iS, 
where  Philip  Hyman  now  lives.  There  Daniel 
Rice  died  in  1834,  in  his  seventieth  year,  be- 
queathing his  property  to  his  children  and  grand- 
children. John  Rice  died  in  September,  1833, 
was  buried  in  the  Howard  cemetery,  but  a few 
years  later  his  remains  were  taken  to  the  newer 
cemetery  on  Beavercreek.  In  1828,  Alexander 
ILown  and  his  father-in-law,  Jose[>h  North,  were 
the  first  settlers  to  move  back  from  the  river 
into  the  dense  forests  that  lay  thick  and  dark  be- 
tween the  river  and  the  broad,  grassy  swamp 
now  known  as  Keeler’s  prairie.  Brown  located 
a heavily-timbered  tract  of  land  along  Bea’/er 
creek,  or,  as  it  was  also  then  called.  “Minard’s 
creek,”  and  built  the  first  cabin  in  a beautiful 
beech  and  maple  grove,  just  back  of  where  his 
son  Samuel  erected,  in  18S3,  a brick  mansion. 
The  bluff  banks  of  Bea^■er  creek,  covered  thicklv 
"'ith  forests  of  sugar-maple,  beech,  oak  and 
hickory  timber,  rapidly  attracted  the  attention 
of  settlers,  and  ere  long  Brown  had  neighbors  on 
Jill  sides  of  him. 

harly  SchuoLs. — In  the  Bea\  er  Creek  scttle- 
jnent,  we  find  a record  of  most  interesting  events. 

1 he  line  between  District  No.  4,  and  the  gigantic 
District  No.  5,  sjilit  the  Beaver  t.'rt.'ok  settlement 
into  two  parts,  crossing  the  (Llead  road,  where 
‘hat  road  crosses  Beaver  <”reck.  'I'lnis  Alexander 
Drown,  Alexander  Pugh,  the  Norths,  Jticob 


Grom,  Jacob  Walters  and  other  stanch  patriots 
' lived  in  No.  5,  while  in  No.  4 resided  the  equall\- 
: persistent  Macklins  and  others.  A sctiool  had 
been  taught  in  the  year  183Z  b}'  Miss  Sarah  Ed- 
; wards  on  the  east  side  of  Beaver  creek,  at  a 
^ private  house.  No’vV,  at  the  spring  election,  a 
; vote  was  to  be  taken  for  school  districts  of  a joint 

■ school  between  Districts  Nos.  4 and  5,  and  there 
I arose  a whiff  of  civil  war  in  the  great  struggle 
: between  Districts  Nos.  4 and  5 for  the  majority 
’ of  the  school  boaid,  whose  power  and  preroga- 
I tive  it  was  to  locate  the  proposed  new  school 

house.  District  No.  4 wanted  the  building  lo- 
: cated  in  the  center  of  that  district,  or  where  the 
j Randolph  school  house  now  is,  but  the  residents 
I of  No.  5 wanted  to  locate  it  east  of  Beaver 
f creek,  near  where  Capt.  John  McKee  lived.  No. 

} 4 won,  but  compromised,  and  the  house  was  lo- 
i cated  three-quarters  of  a mile  west  of  the  later 
i Randolph  school,  on  land  donated  by  Jacob 
\ Macklin.  A teacher  named  Garzely  puesided 
! therein  first;  but  he  was  succeeded  by  Morris 
I Brown,  who  located  land,  known  later  as  the 
Henry  Strow  farm,  and  taught  school  in  con- 
: nection  with  his  vague  agricultural  work. 

The  Dewese  school,  or  District  No.  7,  was 
organized  in  1851,  in  Barrett's  log  cabin,  which 
stood  on  the  present  farm  of  G.  W.  W’ade.  Of 
i the  seven  voters  in  the  district,  Robert  Brisbin, 
i Sam  Gingery"  and  Amos  Dewese.  Sr.,  were 
I chosen  directors.  The  unofficial  voters  were 
: Peter  Phenix,  Sam  Dewese,  Christian  Gingery 
I and  Augustus  Bassett.  Jonathan  Grom  built  a 

I log  school  house  for  $62,  in  which Martin- 

dale  presided  as  master  during  tlie  winter  term  of 
! 1851-52;  Mary  Harris  during  the  summer  term. 

and  Morris  Brown  during  the  winter  of  1852-53. 
f The  succeeding  teachers  were  Eliza  Clark,  George 
Cass,  Jane  Clark,  Ebenezer  Donaldson,  Marga- 
! ret  Carr,  Wesley  Thurstin,  Sarah  Carrothers. 

, John  Evers,  Dennis  Patrick  and  W.  H.  Wood, 
who  taught  one  term  each,  and  Amanda  Roger.', 
who  taught  two  terms.  A frame  house  was 
' erected  in  1859  at  a cost  of  $350.  which  was 
used  until  Centennial  year,  when  the  present 
house  was  built  at  a cost  of  $800,  and  opened 
I by  Z.  Waltz. 

■ The  records  of  the  board  of  education,  in 
: possession  of  *he  clerk,  begin  .\imil  15.  i8di, 

; At  that  time  tiie  memhcr.<  were  joseph  Waial,  1'. 
Waggoner,  T.  S.  Sabin,  William  Ward,  Elias 
Walters,  W.  M.  Bell,  Ci.  W.  Waiie  ainl  George 
C.  Gilmore,  with  George  Kimberlin,  cleik.  The 
tax  lev}-  orderetl  was  tour  mills.  In  1802.  Jo<4 
Foote  was  a member.  In  .^pril,  of  that  }ear,  a 
motion  to  cancel  the  salaries  of  mcmbeis  was 
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lost;  two  years  later,  a new  school  house  was 
erected  in  Sub-District  No.  8;  John  McKee  was 
school  librarian  for  the  township,  and  in  every 
particular  th.e  members  were  beginning  to  realize 
the  responsibility  of  their  position.  In  1872, 
Joseph  Burket,  1).  A.  Avery  and  George  C.  Gil- 
man were  appointed  a committee  to  draft  rules 
for  the  government  of  schools,  the  trouble  in 
District  No.  5 showing  the  necessity  for  such 
rules. 

In  1873,  a petition  asking  that  parts  of  Wes- 
ton, Plain  and  Washington  be  established  as  a 
sub-district,  was  granted.  Within  the  bounda- 
ries were  fifty-one  children  divided  according  to 
families,  as  follows;  George  Long,  J.  Conklin, 
Harrison  Gill,  A.  M'liite  and  Dan  Gingery  (3 
pupils  each;,  E.  W.  Lamb,  Joseph  Richardson, 
W.  Wade  and  Moses  Whlcox  ( 2 pupils  each), 
Orrin  Tyler  (i  ),  S.  T.  Fairbanks  (4;,  J.  Taylor 
and  W.  T.  Gillespie  (5  each),  E.  C.  Minton  (6;, 
and  David  Porter  (7).  In  1882,  the  contract  for 
erecting  a brick  school  house  in  Sub-District  No. 
9,  was  awarded  to  Joseph  Gill,  on  his  bid  of  $300, 
and  the  carpenter  work  to  H.  L.  Phillips,  for 
$365.  This  may  be  called  the  introduction  of 
brick  houses  for  school  purposes  in  this  town- 
ship— a modest  beginning,  which  gradually  led 
up  to  the  construction  of  the  large  house  at  Wes- 
ton, in  1895.  The  present  school  board  com- 
prises; W.  H.  Walters,  president;  M.  N.  Love- 
well  and  Charles  Baldwin,  directors;  A.  S.  Cow- 
ard, clerk. 

First  Ditch. — The  first  township  ditch  was 
authorized  April  26,  1855.  The  assessments 
were  paid  by  J.  Rochtee,  ^Villiam  Brooks,  Jacob 
Walters,  Richard  Green,  John  Mhlliams.  John 
Gingery,  John  Hill  and  Elizabeth  W'alters.  Sub- 
sequently, in  1857,  the  east  and  west  ditches 
were  opened,  followed  by  the  Beaver  Creek, 
Middle  and  Green  and  Rochtel  ditches. 

zi  Curious  Record. — The  early  clerks  of  the 
township  had  very  little  work  to  do  on  the  rec- 
ords, if  one  is  to  judge  from  the  estray  book  of 
1851.  That  book  was  found  by  the  writer,  and 
the  entry,  of  which  the  following  vcrbatiui  copy 
is,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  present  township 
clerk,  here  given;  “This  day  Dec.  13,  1851, 
Jacob  Long  made  return  of  his  ear  mark  for 
Chattle,  Sheep  & hogs:  To  be  recijr.ied  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit,  a square  croii  of  tlie  right  Ear  and 
a slit  in  the  left. — G.  E.  Guyer,  Tw[;>.  Clerk.  " 

Pioneer  Road. — The  third  road  established 
in  the  original  township,  and  the  first  in  the 
piresent  townshi[v  was  that  verv  accomim idaiing 
road  still  in  use,  called  “the  Gilead  road.” 
which  ran  about  wherever  there  was  dr)  land 


i enough,  and  wherever  there  was  a settlement, 
j and  finally  brought  up  at  Coilister  Haskins' place, 

' where  the  P'indlay  road  strikes  the  Portage  river, 
j The  description  in  the  petition  to  the  commis- 
i sioners  is  as  follows;  “Starting  from  the  river 
: road  above  the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  on  the 
line  between  the  farms  of  Henry  Kimberlin  and 
Richard  M.  W.  Howard,  then  following  the 
nearest  and  best  route  to  the  bridge  over  Beaver 
creek  near  James  Donaldson’s,  thence  by  the 
nearest  and  best  route  to  Hollister's  farm,  and 
! from  there  by  the  nearest  and  best  route  to  in- 
tersect the  P'indlay  road  at  Coilister  Haskins'. ” 

; On  the  surveyor’s  map  of  the  road,  the  place 
where  Ralph  O.  Keeler  and  his  herders  were 
camped  was  called  “Hollister’s  Prairie;”  this 
I was  the  first  name  applied  to  the  Keeler  Prairie, 

I and  the  settlement  which  afterward  became 
i New  Westfield,  Westfield,  Taylortown  and, 

I finally,  M'eston.  It  was  completed  in  1S34.  The 
, petitioners  were  Wm.  Bigler,  Benjamin  Farns- 
i worth,  Samuel  Hamilton.  Neptune  Nearing,  N. 

: M.  P'orsythe,  J.  H.  Jerome,  Volin  Winslow,  S. 

H.  Wilson,  Ep.  P'oote,  Jacob  Bernthisel,  James 
. Gray,  C.  O.  P.  Hunt,  Jesse  Decker,  P>.  H. 

Howard,  Nicholas  Sypher,  iM.  P.  Morgan,  Jesse 
! T.  Pugh,  George  Barron,  James  C.  Adams,  John 
i Crom,  Sr.,  W.  L.  Bellinger  and  Coliister 
Plaskins. 

ChureJies. — The  Christian  or  Disciples  Church 
is  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Section  26, 
and  may  be  considered  one  of  the  village  places 
of  worship. 

The  East  Beaver  Creek  United  Brethren 
i Society,  referred  to  in  tire  chapter  on  Grand 
Rapids,  built  a church  on  the  N.  W.  corner  ot 
the  N.  W.  J of  Section  27,  in  1839  or  i86o. 
which  was  used  until  the  society  disbanded,  when 
the  building  and  ground  were  sold  to  a Mr.  Gill. 

! The  Christian  Union  was  organi.zed  a short 
] time  ago,  and  worshiped  in  the  old  East  Beaver 
i Creek  church  for  a season,  but  the  societ) . like 
i its  predecessor,  is  said  to  have  disbanded. 

! In  the  history  of  Weston  village,  the  settle- 
i ment  of  that  neighborhood  is  minuteh’  described, 
j and  sketches  of  the  churches,  schools  and  indiis- 
' tries  of  the  village  given. 
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The  village  of  Weston,  though  one  of  the 
old  settlements  of  Wood  count)-,  is  ln-day  a 
c.haractcri>tic  Cdiio  town,  wif’i  its  churches.  lo,L  - 
rooms,  mills,  banks,  ncwspa-pcr,  hotels,  large  mer- 
cantile houses  and  enterprising  inisiness  men 
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I’lactically  outside  the  limits  of  the  Northern 
Ohio  oil  field,  so  far  as  the  tell-tale  drill  has  ex- 
plored the  adjacent  territory,  Weston  lelies  for 
trade  on  the  beautiful  country  round  her,  and 
directs  her  energies  to  foster  that  trade.  Lo.'ig 
ago,  the  swaddling  clothes  of  the  hamlet  were 
cast  away,  and  by  degrees  brick  blocks  took  the 
places  of  the  little  frame  buildings  of  the  olden 
time;  while  the  residence  streets  were  extended, 
and  many  fine  dwelling  houses  were  erected.  In 
1895,  a new-  school  house  and  a new  church  were 
built,  old  wooden  sidewalks  gave  place  to  the 
modern  stone  w alks  on  part  of  Main  street,  and, 
on  both  sides  of  the  railroad,  evidences  of  a 
strong  desire  for  such  improvements,  such  as 
water- works  and  street  paving,  were  manifest. 

The  year  1831,  when  Hollister  & Keeler’s 
cattle  were  seen  on  the  ])rairie,  is  the  first  mile- 
stone in  the  history  of  the  village;  in  1S53,  when 
the  village  w'as  surveyed,  the  second;  the  opening 
of  the  railroad,  the  third;  the  village  incorpora- 
tion, the  fourth;  and  the  rebuilding  after  the  fires 
of  1891,  1893  1S94,  the  fifth.  The  events 

and  names,  connected  with  the  evolution  of 
Keeler’s  Prairie  into  a prosperous  town,  are  given 
in  the  following  historical  notice. 

Settlements.  — From  Dr.  Spencer’s  sketch  of 
early  settlement,  the  following  story  is,  in  the 
main,  taken; 

Ral[)h  O.  Keeler  was  the  first  settler  in  tliis  vicinity,  he 
coming  here  with  a drove  of  cattle  for  the  Hollisters  in  the 
summer  of  1881 , to  [lasture  on  the  (wairie;  the  headijuarters 
of  ttie  cattle  ranch  was  upon  the  high  ridge  nortli  of  Westrm, 
where  is  now  tiie  new  cemetery.  The  Keeler  hmiicstead 
was  afterward  located  on  the  same  hill,  the  adjacent  lanil 
entereil  hy  Ralph  < >.  Keeler  at  Bucyrus.  and  the  Keeler 
f.imily  Became  resiihmts  here  in  1888,  where  the  new  ceme- 
tery is,  and  where  the  son,  W,  f).  Keeler,  was  born  in  1888 
and  buried  in  IS'.l'J,  The  next  settler  was  Thomas  Tavior, 
Sr.,  who  moved  from  Richland  county.  ( )hio,  in  1884,  and 
located  1‘dO  acres  in  what  is  now  Milton,  and  liuilt  his  log 
house  very  nearly  where  the  well  known  "Taylor  House" 
i.s  now  situated.  His  deeds  were  given  .Mav  7,  1^8.7,  and 
signed  by  .\ndrew  Jackson,  president.  The  forty  acres  upon 
which  is  locateil  th.e  principal  part  of  the  business  houses  of 
M eston  vvasa  p.irt  .~.f  the  Keeler  ('State,  and  is  described  as 
the  S.  K.  of  die  S.  \V.  Sec.  8),7,  Township  -7,  Range  h. 
After  Keeler  died,  in  lin  k's,  the  administrator  of  the  estate 
Sold  this  forty  acres  to  \\'.  1’.  Raviior  for  R.ivnor 

sold  it  to  Taylor  in  l'S4!t  for  thi.'  ScUiU:-  consideration.  .-\t  the 
same  sale  Joseph  Middleton  bought  eiglity  acres,  winch  lies 
in  th(' sontlieast  corner  ol  the  section,  lor  Sb'8.,88.  Tile  [dan- 
itig-mill  lots  and  lami,  later  owned  bv  \\  . B.  l.add,  is  a |>or- 
tion  of  the  estate,  forty  acres  of  w hich  has  since  In  en  sokl 
for  ov(  r jtl,7(ji).  Mr  Taylor,  in  l''^71,  bought  ten  aer<  s wliere 
tile  pl.ining-mill  stands,  p. lying  for  it  Slpu.  In.  1^87,  '.loses 
.Moore  entered  the  elghtv  ricres  cornering  at  the  (.dok  mill, 
•iiid  liuilt  his  home  on  the  ridge  when'  T,.  H.  |•■o^•  reeiunly 
liveil.  l-le  afterward  ic.iih  the  frame  house  wliere  Mr.  Fox 
n-sich'd.  Mr,  .Moore  atterw  ard  built  .ind  opi  rated  the  first 
ii'itel  m Weston,  in  |.''.77.  [o!m  Insi'ho  l"i  .ate  1 the  kind 
l'’i<.wn  .US  tile  Sp.iugicr  t.irm.  tint  uji  to  H.'iU  iio  llioaghts  of 
t.jwii  hiac  were  out.-rtaineil.  Mooie  ,md  the  Nlorehouses. 
we'-'t;  .Samuel  .md  .\l\iii  Ci.irk  and  t'.iplaiii  Kuss,  soiiih: 
iiiMdioaiid  (..liarles  B.  Smith,  east:  W'ui.  .Miller  and  Heorge 


1 Blodgett,  north  of  Thomas  T.iyior,  were  all  content  to  farm 
! the  hickv  .sand  ridges  ami  grj  te.  (dh  .ad  for  their  groceries, 

! wilh.oal  <iny  hope  or  exjiectaCa'U  tU  seeing  a thri’.  ing  village 
j ,grow  up  where  the  town  now  is.  Tiie  location  e,f  tlie  tallage 
; is  therefore  mostly  upon  land  owme.l  by  Mr.  T.iylor,  V^’here 
' tlie  hotel  and  Mrs.  Ik.iweli's  store  are,  are  saml  ridges  tl.at 
! Taylor’s  bovs  cleared  the  ha/.el  lirush  from  and  farmi.-d,  or 
I used  as  herding  grounds  f.ir  their  cattle,  when  the  ruHiUs  w-n- 
i deep  on  the  prairie.  The  grass  of  the  prairie  grew  tall  and 
j rank,  fiirnisiiing  lane  lurking  rdaces  fer  deer  and  bear.s. 

I Samples  of  this  prairie  grass  are  ta  t to  be  found  on  the  f.irm 
I of  Cliarles  Baldw  in,  just  east  of  town.  I ha\'e  seen  it  eight 
or  ten  feet  tall. 

j Charles  Smith  bought  the  east  seventy  acres  of  Joseph, 

I .Middleton  hi  1848.  and  built  a cabin  just  west  of  where  Ifd. 
j Baldwin  lived.  Wm.  Miller  bought  the  Keeler  homestead 
I in  1848.  So,  to  recapitulate,  the  landed  [iroprietor.s  of  thi- 
! embryo. town,  in  the  year  1870,  were  Thomas  Taylor,  ^\'m. 

: .M  iller,  Charles  B.  .Smith  and  Moses  Moore.  .Vlvin  Clark, 

; father  of  1.  If.  Clark,  was  located  on  the  old  homestead,  ami 
! Samuel  t.'lark  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  .Mr.  White,  thev 
; havin,g  come  intij  Milton  township  in  188-;),  and  settled  first 
' at  Groffs  Corners,  in  the  Hutchinson  settlement,  but  in  .1 
vear  or  two  removed  to  the  above  named  locations.  I,i  i >^7i.i, 
there  began  to  tie  talk  of  a railroad  from  Toledc,  to  Cincin- 
nati. Grading  began  in  1878,  and  was  completed  jiartially, 

I Init  was  not  ironed  until  1870.  'The  location  of  the  Dayton 
; & Michigan  railroail  gave  an  impetus  tc>  bu>iness  ot  all 
i kinds;  towns  sprang  up,  sawmills  were  built  .ill  ahiiig  the 
! line,  and  there  was  ,i  genuine  bocim  in  the  back-woods  of  the 
! Black  .Swamj). 

j In  18-78,  Thomas  Taylor  matle  the  first  plat  of  Taylui- 
I town,  or  WTstiield,  and  tluit  name  it  bore  until  l'-'-77.  when  it 
, was  changed  to  Weston.  Timmas  Taylor,  .Alvin  and  Samuel 
i Clark  ami  lohn  Inscho  conceived  the  ich'a  of  luiildiug  a 
I sawmill.  .Alvin  Clark  knt'w  of  a young  machinist  at  Re- 
' public,  Ohio,  who  could  (lUt  up  their  mill  for  them.  It  was 
f.  H.  Cirvert.  Thoma.s  Taylor  furnished  the  location  for  the 
} mill,  which  was  on  thesouth  side  of  the  railro.ui,  across  from 
I th.e  remains  of  C.  \\  . McDonald's  old  sawmill.  Before  the 
t mill  was  erected,  Inscho  left  the  firm.  The  engine  and 
j b(jiler  were  hauled  from  Huron  county  cm  wagou,'.  It  w.cs 
I not  until  the  spring  of  lS-74  th.U  the  mill  was  in  running 
\ order.  The  railroad  grade  was  then  constructed,  and  to 
^ mak(.  it  through  the  swail  that  lay  between  Main  stn-et  and 
I the  locati(.m  of  the  mill,  the  contractor  had  dug  deep  trencln-s 
! on  each  sule.  and  it  w, is  thought  that  tliose  tn'iictu-s  w ould 
I furnish  plenty  of  water  to  o[>erate  the  mill:  but  the  ^umIm.! 

of  1874  was  dry,  the  water  evapo.ated.  and  tlie  mil!  w,;s 
i forced  to  stop.  'The  int  entive  mind  c4'  Covert  set  him  to 
1 boring  in  the  earth  with  a two-inch  auger  welded  on  to  .m 
iron  rod;  he  welded  on  rods  and  ki-pt  on  boring  until,  ai. 

! (k'pth  of  I'.ftv-two  feet,  water  was  reached  tliat  raised  t,i  the 
I surface,  and  thus  was  constructed  the  first  fount. un  wi'il 
known  in  northwestern  Ohio.  It  flowed  .1  iul!  two-incli 
stream;  it  tlcioded  the  mill,  it  hlled  the  trenches;  it  kepr  on 
flowing  until  water  impeded  the  operation  of  the  mill,  .md 
, the  proprietors  were  forced  to  cut  a ditch,  througli  the  s.iiul 
ridge  to  give  their  fountain  room  to  displav  its  luuning 
(pialities.  Covert  says  he  has  frci|ucntly  shot  deer  from  du- 
mill,  but  th.it  often  tin.'  mosi[uitoes  would  settk-  on  ihe  .run 
i barrel  so  thicklv  before  he  cc.uild  take  sight  at  ail  as  to  coiii- 
pletelv  hide  the  sights,  and  this  preventi-d  .1  de.idly  .urn  ai 
, the  deer.  1 told  him  to  put  liis  mosi|uitoes  along  w ith  du- 
grass  [likes,  but  the  old  setders  corroboi.ited  th.e  y.irn. 

Oil  October  7,  l''.78,  Thouu.s  T.iylor  laid  out  a tow  n pi.U 
' of  tliirt'.'-oiie  lots,  sun  awed  b\-  Sviv.inus  jetlcrson,  whicli  he 
natiud  W'estliiid.  In  l.M'iH.  F.h  I'laiiier,  a i.iilro.id  s.irviw  .i, 
roplatted  the  thirty-one  lots  and  sur\c\ed  a new  |d.i!  >'l 
ttnrlv-two  lots  iiiiua',  which  w.is  recorded  iu  th.it  \cii.  .ind 
I ‘he  name  of  die  town  w.is  Nk'w  '\\  esttield.  ( )ne  morning  m 
M.isa  1''74,  |o"atlian  Croiii,  wlio  l;.id  tin  rontr.ici  lor  tlw  lu’st 
mile  of  die  IMllro.ld  m W esion  lo\(  iisliip,  i ,iun  'o  ,o-,iw 
mill  .iiid  s.iid  lio  w.miod  soiin  I'l.iibcr,  as  he  waiueil  to  bu8d 
I a lioiise  th.it  d.i\  . Mr.  T.iylor  worn  up  ,md  " .-•io|ip,  d oit 
the  lot  across  bom  B.ildwm's  hotel.  ,md  now  known  ,is  the 
I "Gilles[ue  lot,"  S('!d  il  to  .Mr.  Crom,  who  got  hn  Imnbei 
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sawed,  built  liis  huus^;  that  day  and  moved  in  his  famil\  that 
evening.  That  evening,  Covert  ,ind  William  'haylor  wrote 
on  a board  in  la.rge  letters,  " Ttiylortown,”  and  nailed  it  on 
the  mill,  and  so  gave  to  the  village  another  of  its  many 
names.  We  may  say,  then,  that  th.e  village  of  Weston  was 
not  started  until' in  1S54,  when  the  Taylor  sawmill  was  ]jut 
in  operation.  Le\a  Taylor  established  a general  store  in 
what  is  now  Powell's  clotliing  store.  Ur.  W . .M.  bell  is  said 
to  liave  erected  the  first  frame  house  that  year.  Jonathan 
Crom  built  his  slianty,  started  a saloon  and  kept  a few  gro- 
ceries. Benjamin  West  came  in  1<S.')4,  and,  wishing  to  get 
an  eligible  site  for  his  black.smith  shop,  went  directly  acrtiss 
the  street  fro.n  Coiin’s  saloon,  and  located  his  forge  just 
about  where  Indlekofer’s  post  orhee  building  ncjw  stands. 
In  Moses  .Moure  got  out  the  frame  and  started  the  first 

hotel  building,  which  building  later  belonged  to  .\mos  Xie- 
fer,  but  which  was  not  completed  and  in  operation  as  a hotel 
until  ISoti.  Levi  Taylor  built  ihe  front  half  of  the  building, 
later  owned  by  .Mrs.  Powell,  in  l8o4,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
vear  pat  in  tlie  fir.-t  stock  of  d.ry  gootls  and  groceries  that  the 
village  evt-r  saw. 

In  18o*i,  John  Hoover  came  to  West.held  and  worketl  a 
) ear  or  so  for  Ht  njamin  West,  then  bought  the  business  of 
M'est,  and,  as  he  ov.ned  the  lot  where  the  hotel  and  the 
“ worth  House"  are  now  situated,  he  built  a shop  on  his 
own  lot,  when.-  Hartman's  rli  ug  store  stands. 

In  December,  1868,  Henrv  Atkins  came  from  Tiffin 
with  a stock  ot  gooils  v.  Idcli  he  had  hauh-d  over  on  wagons. 
He  occupied  Le\’i  Taylor’s  building,  as  Levi  h,ai  (.[uit  keep- 
ing store.  Atkins  continues!  in  business  here  until  his  death 
in  187'J. 

Watson  Baldwin,  falh'-r  of  Ktl.  and  Charles,  came  from 
Portage  township  in  December.  IS616.  in  1S5('  'he  built  and 
operated  an  ashery  on  ttie  lots  just  east  of  the  gns.tniill.  He 
diet!  ii\  Ds'iT,  Ed.  Baldwin  is  now  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
nes::  men. 

In  D5'),  in  the  fall,  D.  Giinn  moved  into  More’s  hotel, 
-Mores  wife  hating  died  in  June  of  that  year.  Mr.  Gunn 
kepi  the  hotel  one  year,  being  succeeded  Ity  William  Taylor, 
who  ke[it  it  until  the  fall  of  IS-'ifl,  when  .Sanfonl  Ihddwin 
'oecame  th.e  landloixl.  and,  with  a vacation  of  only  six  months, 
Mr.  Baldwin  key/t  hotel  here  from  1869  diwvn  almost  to  his 
death,  in  1896. 

In  1867,  Dr.  Philo  came  over  from  Gilead,  ami  kept  a 
little  grocery  <',n  the  corner  nriw  owned  by  John  Henry;  and 
upstairs,  in  the  same  building.  Price  Cornel  operated  the 
first  shoe  shop  oi  the  town.  iJr.  W.  .M.  Bell  came  soirn  after. 

In  1869,  J.  E.  Clark  erected  a store  uhere  I.)epe‘w's  store 
stands.  That  w,is  burneil  soon  after,  ami,  in  1801,  was  re- 
placed by  the  Depew  building. 

In  18.69,  Thomas  Taylor  A Son  built  a gristmill  on  the 
site  of  the  present  mill.  It  was  burned  a few  years  later. 
John  Bamber  was  ].robahly  the  first  regular  carpenter  to 
work  in  the  \ iihige;  lie  iMiilr  a store  for  Levi  Taylor  iit  D6t; 
also  tlie  house  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Evans,  for  .Mr.  Taylor. 
Levi  Taylor  w;is  tin.'  first  agent  of  the  raili'oad  companv, 
followed  by  William  .Stone,  I.  W.  Clayton  and  W.  W.  Wine- 
gardner. 

Who.  Keeler  was  horn,  in  DOo,  at  the  old  homestead 
north  of  W'esion.  He  also,  in  after  years,  kept  a store  in 
Weston  for  about  a year. 

The  first  post  oli'uie  was  established  in  1867,  with  Dr. 
Philo,  master,  who  received  mails  twice  a week,  and  deli\'- 
ered  letters  at  his  com cnience. 

In  L^i)4,  1.  B.  Banks  established  his  dry-goods  business 
here,  now  ocru))yim.''  the  lirst  brick  btisiimss  block  built 
here;  L.  .\mes  est.iblislici  1 ;i  shoe  store  in  18i'ii>:  loSeph  .Sliip- 
nian,  a meat  marh.et  m l>^t;6;  John  Heidlcberg,  ;t  t.iilor  shop 
in  Octob(.T,  iS87,  ,ind  the  beginnings  of  Weston's  trade  and 
commerce  were  made. 

Cor/Hu-dlion  tiiiif  Offu'id/s. — I'lic  petition  for 
orgriuiging  tf.e  territ(jr\-  kiiowii  :is  the  S.  ;uul  S. 
.J,  of  tlio  N.  .1  of  Sec.  35,  T.  5,  Ix.  9,  and  tlie  N. 
I of  the  X.  I of  Sec.  2,  T.  .j,  R.  o,  as  ;i  villaj,m' 


; under  the  name  “ Weston,  ” was  presented  De- 
I cember  2,  1872,  by  John  W.  Canary,  and  on 
I February  10,  1873.  the  order  of  incorporation 
: was  made.  The  first  election  of  village  officers 
; occurred  on  May  5,  1873,  with  the  following 
! result:  Mayor,  Sanford  Baldwin;  clerk,  Frank 

I M.  Young;  treasurer,  IsaacW.  Clayton;  marshal, 

I William  Sirope;  councilmen,  Ira  B.  Baidrs,  John 
I E.  Clark,  John  FI.  Whitker,  B.  S.  Beverstock, 

: Henry  Kiel  and  Lewis  DuL'bs.  The  first  meet- 
\ ing  of  the  council  vras  held  on  May'  12,  1S73,  in 
; a room  over  Harper  & Young's  hoot  and  shoe 
store.  The  first  ordiriarice  passed  was  the  one  to 
“ protect  ornamental  and  shade  trees.” 

I The  mayors  elected  since  the  close  of  the  first 
year  are  named  as  follows:  Sanford  Baldwin, 

; i874;H.  C.  Uhlman,  1875;  L.  K.  Parks,  Sep- 
tember. 1875,  rv’cc  Uhlman,  resigned:  John 

I Flenry,  1877;  Samuel  H.  \^'ood,  1879:  John 

Hoover,  Sept.,  1879,  r'/cv  Wood,  remo'.’ed  from 
Weston;  J.  W.  Williams,  1S81;  Samuel  L.  Irwin, 
1883;  E.  I).  Moffett,  appointed  in  October,  1883; 

I Wallace  V\'.  Hill,  1884;  George  W.  Pore,  1883 
; (did  not  qualify);  John  Hoover,  1SS5;  G.  P. 

I Thompson,  1887;  J.  A.  Holmes,  iS88;  Abner  G. 
Wood,  1889:  J.  A.  Holmes,  1S90-1896. 

The  councilmen  elected  annually,  since  April, 
1874,  are  named  in  the  following  list: 

< 1874  E.  L.  Waltz,  Thomas  D.  .tvery,  .Sid  \‘anatta, 

1 1876  W’illia.m  Snash,  fohn  Heidelberg,  Lewis  Dubh.<,  W.  M.  ■ 
I Bell. 

■ 1876  -.S.  Baldwin.  .S.  Sterling,  G.  B Spencer  and  H.  Kiel. 

1877  -S.  Irwin,  W.  M.  Bell,  C.  F.  Boyer,  John  th'over. 

1878—  C.  W.  McDonald,  H.  C.  Chlman,  Henry  Kiel. 

1879 —  .S.  K.  Saylor,  H.  Sattely,  .-\.  E.  Smifli. 

1880 —  Sanford  Baldwin,  Lheodore  Smith,  James  W.  Will- 

! iams. 

: 1881 --B.  S.  Beverstock,  I.  B.  Banks,  H.  A.  Motlev,  H<-nrv  A. 
Kiel. 

1882 — William  Foreman,  Caspar  Lewis,  C.  W.  Bradshaw. 

1884  -Daniel  M.  Long,  lleni'y  .\.  Kiel,  Heiv')  Motley. 

; 18S4— William  D.  .Mudge,  diaries  W.  Bradshaw,  John  E. 

I Clark.  A.  J.  M iinn. 

1 1886-  -Tliom.is  \\ . 4'aylor,  Joseph  W.  Long,  .\ndrew  J. 

M unn  (did  not  ([ualify.l 

1886  --Jacol)  t>su;dd,  riiomas  W.  Taylor,  Joseph  \\  . Long. 

; 1886  — LutlnT  .Vines  .Vlmer  G.  Wood,  William  Foreman. 

I 1887  J.  W.  I.ong,  T.  W.  Taylor,  J.  T.  Chirk, 
i 1888  J.  K.  Henderson,  J.imes  Biodgi-tt,  J.  IE  Conklin. 

ISsp — Martin  L.  Groff.  Charles  Healy,  ,-V.  L.  .Vvi-rw 
18911  .S.  C.  (Iswaid,  W.  Mullaliy,  (7.  11.  Do]iew. 

I 1891 — James  K.  Henderson,  Beruaiai  Indlekofer,  Geo'rge  W. 

; Barnes. 

1892  Eliene.-’er  W.  .Scluioley,  C:deb  E.  Greiner,  Ja\  Brown. 
lS'i;5  — [.  K.  1 If'iulerson,  B.  ! ndlekv'i'er,  G ILin  a l. 

1894 — \V.  C.  Mullaliy,  C.  F.  (Ireiner,  C.  V\  . Br.tdsli.iw. 

1896  G.  W.  I'.iylor  (R.).  J.imes  V.  Baldwin  i K 1,  .V.  P. 

, Thoin.is  1 1 ).  I. 

j 1896  E.  J.  Mart/,  I.  N.  Neifer,  1'.  J.  Pugh,  J.  V.  Balduii'.. 

j Ci.  W.  Taylor.  .\.  P.  Tlmmas. 

I CAvCv. — l'r;ink  M.  'S’uuiig.  1S74:  Fhim  Hay. 
i 1S74:  K.  I).  Htmder.son,  1S76;  Frank  M,  Young, 
1878;  Carlo  Call,  18S0;  Edwin  BaggalP,  1S82; 
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\V.  Hill.  1 886;  Edwin  H.  Baggally,  1888; 
L.  S.  Baker,  i892;B.  B.  B.uck,  1894-96. 

Trcasurt-rs. — Isaac  W.  Clayton.  1S74:  D.  A. 
Avery,  1875;  I.  B.  Banks,  r 883 ; Seneca  Sterling, 
1885;  I-  B-  Banks,  1S87;  J.  I).  Conklin,  1891; 
George  R.  Banks,  1893-96. 

Marshal.  — \o\\w  W.  Lingo  was  elected  mar- 
shal in  1896. 

School  Trustees. — In  1896,  Edward  Baldwin, 

J.  M.  C.  Cook,  \V.  C.  Mullally,  George  H.  De- 
pew, G.  B.  Spencer  and  J.  Moorhead  were 
elected. 

The  Cemetery  Trustees  elected  in  April,  18S3, 
were  Frank  M.  Young,  G.  Todd  and  John  E. 
Clark;  in  1884,  I.  B.  Banks;  D.  M.  Long,  1886; 

K.  D.  Henderson,  1887;  J.  M.  Oswald  and  .A.  J. 
Munn,  1888;  B.  S.  Beverstock,  1S89;  E.  Stearns, 
1890;  Al.  Neifer,  Seneca  Sterling  and  E.  A. 
Saxby,  1892;  Charles  Healy,  1893;  George  B. 
Spencer  and  W.  W.  Hill,  1894;  E.  A.  Moore, 

1 895- 

Russ  addition,  was  approved  in  1876;  W.  P. 
Noble’s  addition  in  September,  1877.  In  De- 
cember, 1881,  the  question  of  building  a town 
hall  and  engine  house -was  discussed,  and  for  the 
ensuing  decade  many  improvements  were  pro- 
posed. In  January,  1882,  the  purchase  of  the 
cemetery  was  considered;  but  in  July,  1882,  a 
tract  of  twenty-two  acres  was  purchased  from  S. 
J.  Harper  and  Ed.  Baldwin,  at  $75  an  acre,  for 
a new  cemetery.  The  vote  on  the  question  of 
constructing  water  works,  taken  in  February, 
1892.  showed  150  votes  for  and  54  against.  In 
April,  1892,  S.  C.  Oswald,  William  Mullally  and 
George  H.  Depew  were  elected  water  works 
trustees,  and  it  appeared  for  a time  that  the  vil- 
lage would  have  a good  water  system;  but  the 
mayor  refused  to  sign  the  bonds,  the  court  sus- 
tained him,  and  so  ended  the  proposal. 

Post  Office. — The  Federal  officers  of  Weston, 
i.  e.,  the  postmasters,  are  named  as  follows;  Dr. 
Philo,  1856  or  1857;  Levi  Taylor,  1859,  for 
whom  Amos  M.  Neifer  was  deputy,  is  said  to  have 
succeeded  Dr.  William  M.  Bell,  though  old  set- 
tlers state  that  the  Doctor  was  never  postmaster. 
Mr.  Neifer  is  ecpialK'  positive  that  the  Doctor 
kept  the  office  at  his  house,  before  Dr.  Phiio  be- 
came master,  and  he  also  states  that  William 
Stone  preceded  Clayton;  Isaac  W.  Clayton,  1869; 
Arnos  M.  Neifer,  '873  f his  cash  book  begins  July 
5.  1875);  Frank  M.  Young,  1878;  Carlo  Call, 
April,  1882;  Edwin  H.  Baggally,  January,  1885; 
Bernard  Ipdlekofer,  October,  1885;  J.  D.  Conklin, 
July,  1889,  and  Bernard  Indlekofer,  July,  1893, 
the  present  postmaster. 

Schools. — 'I'he  first  school  house  in  the  village 


I was  3 log-hut,  constructed,  in  1835  O-’  5836,  on 
I the  Cameron  lot,  or  that  known  in  recent  years 
as  the  Henry  lot,  where  I.  B.  Banks'  .store  now 
I stands,  on  Main  street.  The  puncheon  lloor, 

! benches  and  desks;  the  cut-off  round  logs,  with 
j ribs  and  weight-poles  to  hold  down  the  clap- 
boards; the  small  windows,  with  a few  panes  of 
j S.xio-inch  glass;  and  Jesse  Osborne,  ^^'ho  presided 
I therein  at  a salary  of  twent\'-five  cents  per  diem 
■ — all  told  that  it  was  a pioneer  school  house, 
d'he  children  attending,  in  1843,  were  Mary  Tav- 
lor,  Thomas  and  William  Ta}dor,  Samuel  Mc- 
.Atee,  Olmsted,  Amelia  and  Melicent  Keeler,  and 
a few  precocious  urchins  of  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  over,  who  came  at  intervals  to  learn 
, “ readin’,  'ritin'  and  'rithmetic " from  Dr.  Os- 
borne. The  hut  wascalled  the  “ Taylor  School,  " 
but  not  a few  called  it  the  “Keeler  School.” 
I On  September  6,  1873,  the  AAYston  village  dis- 
I trict  elected  J.  E.  Clark  and  H.  C.  Uhlman.  di- 
! rectors  for  one  year;  T.  D.  .Avery  and  E.  L. 
Waltz,  for  two  years;  and  AAk  J.  Trimble  and  D. 
A.  Gunn,  for  three  years.  Glara  Foote  was  ap- 
pointed teacher  for  the  primary  school  that  fall 
at  a salary  of  $25  a month,  and  John.  McConkie 
for  the  higher  department,  at  $50.  In  May, 
1874,  there  were  thirty-seven  votes  cast  for  and 
twenty-nine  against  the  proposed  loan  of  $4,000, 
for  a site  and  school  building.  \\\'ckoff  N Ord- 
way  were  awarded  the  contract  for  building  in 
July,  on  their  bid  of  .$4,640.  In  .April,  1876,  a 
ta.x  levy  of  eight  mills  for  building,  five  for  untion, 
and  two  for  contingencies — fifteen  mills  in  al! -- 
was  made.  AV.  G.  Catlin  and  wife  were  elected 
teachers  in  June,  1876,  with  Louisa  M.  Singer, 
Clara  Allyn  and  Alertie  Clark.  In  September, 
1877,  there  were  132  males  and  124  females  be- 
tween the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one  years  in  the 
district.  In  1879,  the  respective  numbers  were 
137  and  128.  .A  reference  to  the  list  of  council- 
men  will  point  out  with  sufficient  clearness  the 
members  of  the  board  from  1873  to  1890,  for  the 
greater  number  of  the  men  who  directed  the  af- 
fairs of  the  corporation  were  also  directors  of  the 
school  district  for  one  or  more  terms.  In  De- 
cember, 1891,  the  school  board,  then  comprising 
H.  C.  Uhlman,  Jacob  Oswald,  G.  H.  Depew, 
J.  W.  Long  and  L.  S.  Baker,  with  bki.  Baldwin, 
clerk,  tliscussed  the  jnoposition  of  building  a 
large  school  house.  Geo.  1'..  ivyan,  wiio  was 
principal  of  the  school  from  June,  1 890.  :h'm-n  to 
June,  1895,  was  the  texicher.  In  1894,  Dr.  G.:o. 

' B.  Spencer  and  Willi;un  Mullally  were  i ho'Cn 
j directors,  and  the  forinoi  as  secretary.  George 
H.  De[v.‘w  was  eh'cted  presiiient,  and  W.  t'. 

. Nfullally,  treasurer,  tlu;  other  members  being  H. 
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A.  Kiel,  Josiah  MoreheaO  and  H.  C.  Uhlman. 
On  April  3,  1893,  the  question  ot  ]cv3'in«-  a tax 
not  exceeding  eight  mills,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a $15,000  school  house,  was  adopted  bj’  | 
a vote  of  [32  pro  and  117  conlra.  In  August,  | 
1894,  the  question  was  re-submitted,  115  voting  | 
for,  i 10  against.  In  Xovember,  i S94,  the  bonds  | 
were  purchased  by  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Weston, 
for  Si6,002.50,  and  in  Februar_\',  1895,  the 
building  contract  was  awarded  to  Winchester 
Jumper,  on  his  bid  of  $i  1,673.79 

Churches. — The  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Weston  was  incorporated  Xovember  16,  1865. 

It  was  organized  June  ii,  1S64,  by  Perry  C. 
Baldwin,  the  first  pastor,  w’ith  Isaac  Van  Tassel, 
Eli  Wilson,  and  Perry  C.  Baldwin,  trustees.  In 
186G-67,  a house  of  worship  was  erected  by 
Presbyterians  and  Methodists,  on  a lot  donated  j 
by  Thomas  Taylor,  Sr.,  which  concinued  in  use 
down  to  December  18,  1887,  when  the  present 
building  was  dedicated.  This  cost$6, 193.25,  all 
of  which  was  paid  that  day.  In  1834,  a Mr. 
Kimberlin  preached  to  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
settlement.  The  next  year,  Mr.  \"an  Tassel,  ! 
who  liad  charge  of  the  mission  on  the  island  be-  i 
low  Grand  Rapids,  preached  in  the  log  school 
house,  and  long  after  the  mission  ceased  to  exist 
he  'vas  in  the  habit  of  filling  the  pulpit  at  Taylor 
Town,  until  his  accidental  death,  in  1849.  With 
the  trustees  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation 
were  Louisa  Van  Tassel,  James,  Etta,  and 
Theresa  Wilson,  and  John  Barton  as  members.  On 
August  6,  1 886,  a building  committee,  made  up 
of  I.  B.  Banks,  W.  C.  Singer  and  H.  C.  Uhl- 
man, was  appointed,  and  by  March  ii,  1887, 
the  present  house  of  worship  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $6,350,  Rev.  Xh  C.  Helfrich  being  then  j 
pastor.  In  1874,  the  parsonage  was  erected.  | 
In  1892,  Rev.  Adam  Schaffer  was  called  as  pas- 
tor, and  under  his  administration  the  membership 
has  increased  to  1 50.  Messrs.  Uhlman  and 
Singer,  named  above,  with  A.  M.  White  and 
J.  W.  Williams,  are  the  elders  of  the  Church; 
John  A.  Stearns,  the  third  elder,  moved  to  Bowling 
Green  in  1895.  Revs.  John  M.  Tenney  and 
M.  L.  Donahey  preceded  Mr.  Helfrich  in  .the 
pastorate.  The  membership  is  about  175. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  contem- 
porary with  the  Presbyterian  in  its  beginnings 
here,  but  older  as  an  orgamzeil  body.  In  1859, 
the  following  named  members  were  enrolled: 
Mary  H.,  Sarah,  Harriet  M.  and  Martha  Taylor; 
Hannal'.,  Emilene,  Anna  and  J.  E.  Clark;  .Mrs. 
Healy,  Maria  Healy,  and  IXi.  P>aIdAin.  Rev. 
John  A.  Shannon  preached  to  this  class  in  th.e 
school  house  until  the  Union  church  was  com- 


pleted in  1867.  In  1871-72,  when  .\mcs  XeifiT 
was  recording  steward,  and  !.  Wk  Clayton 
member  of  Church  committee,  the  class  erected 
a building  which  was  dedicated  in  July,  1872,  bv 
Re\'.  L.  E.  Belt,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Graham 
as  preacher-in-charge.  The  membership  is  o\’er 
200,  while  that  of  the  Sunday-school  is  3^2. 
The  ofticers  were  W.  B.  Ladd  (now  deceased), 
Lewis  Toan,  H.  G,  Strawser,  W.  W.  Hill,  Ed. 
Baldwin,  A.  G.  \Wod,  A.  T.  Munn,  Geo.  H.  Pie- 
j f>ew,  C.  F.  Greiner,  Carlo  Call,  George  I.  Dewese 
I (resigned  in  May,  1895),  Charlotte  Mullally, 
Kate  Beverstock,  J.  W.  Long,  Charles  Baldwin, 
M.  L.  Groff,  S.  K.  Saylor,  J.  E.  Clark,  and  Rev. 
James  Long.  Plans  for  a new  church  building, 
made  by  architect  Brown,  were  adopted  June  i i, 
1895,  3.nd  shortly  after  the  construction  of  the 
new  meeting  house  was  commenced. 

St.  Paul’s  German  Reformed  Cliurch  was  or- 
ganized September  27,  1882.  by  Rev.  W.  Hus- 
tedt.  I'.  J.  Brand  was  secretary  of  the  meeting. 
There  is  no  mention  made  of  this  society  in  the 
Herald  of  1883-86,  but  in  1894  a statentent  is 
made  that  the  organization  took  place  in  1885, 
and  that  in  [887  the  members  purchased  the  old 
Union  building  from  the  Presbyterians.  In 
1S92  Rev.  John  Berry  was  pastor. 

The  Christian  Church,  known  also  as  the 
Disciples  Church,  occupied  the  German  Lutheran 
house  in  June,  1895,  Dev.  L.  L.  Carpenter  being 
the  preacher.  The  proposition  to  organize  a 
society  here  was  well  received,  and  on  June  23,  a 
society  was  organized  with  Rev.  G M,  Kemp, 
pastor;  J.  J.  Stout,  H.  I).  Baker,  E.  \V 
Schooley,  J.  M.  C.  Cook  and  H.  Spray  being 
trustees.  In  September,  1895,  there  were 
thirty-six  members,  among  them  being  the  trus- 
tees and  their  wi\es;  Thomas  Miller,  B.  J. 
Rosencrantz,  W.  P.  Potter,  John  Bassett,  and 
their  wives;  Jessie  and  Xellie  Baker,  Madams 
Smith,  Kesler,  Gingerich,  Fillmore,  Bruck, 
Bamber,  Pugh,  St.  Clair,  and  Kenzie,  with 
Vida  and  Hattie  Miller,  Plunice  Mitchell  and 
Jennie  Whitney.  Albert  W'hitney  and  Charles 
Mitchell  were  also  named  among  the  mernber.s. 

The  Catholic  Church  missicju  was  established 
here  in  the  ‘‘eighties,”  but  like  the  older  church 
at  Wurtzburg,  the  mission  was  consolidated  w ith 
the  more  important  parish  of  Cusrar. 

The  ll'esCiu  Cas  C o.  was  organized  in  Oc- 
tober, 1885,  with  Z.  \\kiltz,  \\k  D.  Mudge,  J.  H. 
Biddle,  G.  W,  Pore,  .Sanford  Baldwin.  A.  J. 
Munn,  L.  Ames.  J.  Str.itsbery,  H.  G,  .Str.'iwsc. 
B.  S.  Jones,  I.  W.  William.-;.  .\.  L.  .\.very,  W. 
H.  Soash,  C'.  Wood.  b'.  J.  Banks,  }.  E.  Clark. 
H.  C.  Uhlman,  W.  B.  f.atid,  G.  B.  Spencer.  S. 


• .r.v-i 

.,  1 . 1 :it. 

■ ‘,.;.t  .-Ji,':'  :i.n'j-'  I -■•v.‘ri:>>  Jv,.  i>.)i4i’a(!J 

.-•/.,  ,rr|  n .1,  :;M.i.".b  .;..  d^:lw>  uniLI-ua  a 

' ■ * ii  ‘i ;M  .n  >/!' 


.nt;m,ld’J 


. ) .H.-I'fir,  I)Hod>i£)U  iUlvot 
7v:jI  lo  najK;i>up  odJ 

i*  Iffltfj.  V lOJl 


/Rj  ;;  i^XUWljl  RI  iivwjt_^iJi/  .t,v-  -t  '- ' 1-^  - 

k.  3^suqi!i‘i  idi  t<a  ,^liiin 

r . / C\l^\n  5!rf  A<VniJM‘l*> 


.kjo  *~j/.  y>  T '?-->  ■• 

. j.  . j II ',:  1 , r.' ' 

I : i ii  f'r>'-  :'*:-U-.i- 

..  ..  .-.  .■  !.•;.■  J. 

( , ' : ' ‘ . ; . ■■ 
...  1 1 ' ' 

. , ' i , I ■ --i- 

,1/ 


It'  sjsuqisjij  JUS  ' " " •■  ..  - '’ 

v\  LyJq'"-'i>i-  . 'i'lJpd  loutiui! 

' ‘ * ‘ * Ktm  unis  1/  1 lo  >30^/  C 


. U V . ''  ' 


'q  qr 

qniJo't 

<»  J 

, ex.'  '- 

ibiJO.d 

jifJ  ,t 

■.;1T 

.riok'o 

V/  h 

1 V 'V  . { 

'>  d * , . 

I'l  <1<  1 

oaiVY 

1,  1 - ..  1...0  Ji'.  '^ ' - ■*  "•'■'■') 

a'l'’  yJ.-  i'..''’  ,'  ‘/lii/.iM  ir:> 

,v[.is;\  '*.!,t. .;  ■.:  .7/  .!_ 

i ■/'> 


•ww-.»y—  - - - .r 

J ^11  Jbnc  ° 

•>>utndi(S'Mi  ir.y^.  fiQiJiiyt'(>  aril 
>*i  .1 -..1(1107'//  (li.  ‘.Jouinsj;  Oi  i ,iol 
-i;.r(  too..i;i3  orij  .'oJ  I''V>riy‘ty'’i 
, ,(  «!TKri  ni  h‘i«  .o?.i;oo.vn7  .}f>^ 

b'.Jt)i.'iV/(;  5jaii'v>o  jj^iiibliud 

p;  / vd.l  «?  lo  bfd-i'.ifi  no  .•}oqu»M[ 


I 


! i 


r/  -.’.l!,  -J  k 

j .f, /.-  ' •il  J -yliftoif.  (d  /.•■i.n' 

f \ 1 i-.  - . 4 


^ , i{o:n.'f!7,  ;5Kho)vri>.''/l  oriT- - .’-'^vwviVi 

-d5Ji  ./!  hti)>no<i  looni  stw  fit.j^aaV/^ 


,/♦  * i* 
ft  .'l,■-l'; 


. : ;kr’ -''dj  to-'I-J  .."JR  ./<,■'•*»  , 

• v|';.  •(?■>  rrninr:*-T>  . ■«•'  ! 

vd  .':''''i  ruiinyi'ior; 

y ’;  I'.'.  ‘’"*''1  .’I •*5:'?!  > 

'to  jLiif:!- i!oi.n;.Oin  •;u  ai  '• 

■; --i;  ir  f"  J ni  dud  • >*.'•  , 

;i  •!!  , J'jtd  - jri J , I ,p!)^!''i  ^ 

- i.-.?;.,:j-:,iq  <ir.'.{:vv‘-'  v-'i  »'»  V’'; 

orij  i.o,k 

■.;,  -.rq  ;.f;,V  '''-’''jl 

>/,.„',,  r;'.--)n;i  ./Iv'lu.Hj 

' , ..I,!  I>i' 0i'..l  V i .;:,'0.■'/.;io^ud^/ 

.J ..  j ;■  .:  / J ./'-I  . cQ« » .no.'ii  •d.-t.noit 
oi;  '^riT 

"•  ,;  , •j.  iyoo!  i?£V.-  anari  yJ-jiS’:.’'-' 

,.  : ;/  ,;  .!i,../  b-jris-'B'iifio  ffv*/ . 

.'  • .'  -J  .1  'll  ,u.<o:^-  .{;  ■[  iiodirfitq 

•:  .li  '-nd. /.xO  .7  M .t- ,/3i«>orlo^ 

• onodi  ..q-xkiiolq 'il  .a-oak'n'il 

■_•  ,,,)j  jici;/!  quofnii  .^i-jdincufi  7jV:-Y.1-nril 

■ ’ '1  s/r.[  .-lOJ---'?  .'i  .7 

.,.:i-(  .0  :ii/k 

'.rir's  ,({'ii:i-ji.V'-'y  .id  'di 


O'  vn"T  Vi3  I .i'  ;snti(.- tminr;:iia.«KV/,  jf 

.[rir-i).  1'  K'i'/ ' Jii riii/i  ,ioic/.q  kirt  iriJ  .riiy/bUH 
ni  . j.u.ni  fH-/''.:,.d.j  ,JJ ‘nioM  (..ik  ,aoc:Ii7/ ilH 
btflYt/r.'  %#.>■'  qirisdo.'/  lo.  7f:.f  .'I  « 


■‘/J  btfiYxr.'  qirisdo.'/  lo.  >.•)  ■.  ». 

ipl  K no  .slsiboriloK  bnr. 

5U  (II  bsi/rtiifUJO  rioiriv/  ..iB  /ju! /£  I sisikoriT  '(« 

» ._  r.^  .-  O « ..  . .i»4  r 1 r»  t' 


brrc.  'ruhlS  .id  .dquH  .,T3‘i»nnH 

■ ,..  ri,..kV  aoirmO  dolil/  ban  . 'd.i  { 

/';./)  bn  ■ .'ipnliriV/  I'lodli.  .{onJi/i // 
■iM'inism  sri'  ^fumt  oiit;  xjpv/  baibkk 

-jbb'idi.  -ii'''-  f)o’/?im  cioTi.'iiO  i 

•M  iri  . loblo  ori?  jvlri  .Xio/'.sybii'^l3 ">ril  ni  oxd 
py/  b'-.>i;nl(xnou  (c/c^t.iii  ofir  .-iid^^lTii  //  3« 

' .iBi-ijO  io  r!^hi.-q  kwa-joqmi  ‘nu 

.10  b.-siriiio  r:uvf  • 

H ]•'  ^v/...jV  ,iJ  ://  .sJinV/  -S.  rikw  .?8?d 
( } ' bxrinnB  ,aio‘l  ,V/.  O .albb.H 

.v-t'Bi.TB  O .H  ,vx/ili.'ilB  .{  .?oinA.  .4  -nniik 
7/  /i  y/  .'1  •''*  fUTijBiiftV/  //  [ ,eaiio(^  ,B..<1 

•H.r>  0 I .i  .ii  bdoV/  .3  -A  ,riaRoB  ..H 

B .7'  .bbr.j  n .7/  .Uiimlriu  .3  .H 


noriw  ,\<i8r  .8]  -lociniwdCl  o/n^ob 

f i.K «,  ? < •.<>'?  5?.c-.^p-.Viri'r  .b'j)6^ibob  ftfiw 

"ik  £ nl  - n!  Istli  bifiq  .1.'//  tbiriv/  lo 

e-o-/  lo  KJJMtaiv.-iso!-'  9fiJ..0J  bpi'bRinq.  nibaritqi'/l 

S'."  '■'  ■ ' /.  '.iKO/  J/pn  ori/r  OfiodiaiJla® 

-P(-J  bntidi  -XI } tto  nui^awi  lo  ^nria  beri  oriw 
.'^oi.  -...-L'  .b  borioR'jiq  ,iibiqr./I  bn&-!v;  wol 
oil  i.iioo  iiwiuirn-oril  -iojU  >?noi  bn£  .oaiiori 
riqbjq  o.-Jl q^nirhl  lo_li«J4i/f  orl^  ni  aiJF  sri 
iJiV/  .pq-8 1 ni  .riJjssb  lyinobbon  ein  liJnu.nrwoi 
, M.1  ' d-  I lo  loi;  aril  ni  bofnjsn  aooieuibariJ 
inifi  .niiH-  .i-'in4  M^cT  ni57  Efimd  <Mojf 
,.(■)  ,^n3..b'n.^x.!  arA.' 7iEflnri'>|,  ban.noaliV/ Baaiari  I 
.(I  ai  ,Mit  jalliniffU'O  gmbbnri  xj  .dSSi. 

-ifi  J p M bad  .0  .7/  ,f.>!nB8  .fl  .1  lo 

.-vfc^i  ,n  rbiBl/:  vri  b.iK  .byimoq'is- as’" 

i Jr  f-iYjjlrsniii>  ?.Rvy  qirife'<bv/  lo  »?.non  Jnasaiq  oril 

nari  ’ viuad  riohlbH  .O  ./  .vp>I  rCnM  lo 

p-gfinb^Ysq  sril  '.k'^^'  ril  aojesq 
if;Kq  s£  1 pHw  ??flw  x.’Hr.riY2  nisbA  voH 
ni.rb-iodi.o9fn  odl  fjoiJfiilsiniinbBeiri  labnu  bnx:  ,ioJ 
. riOR  nninlriU  -O?  ’ oJ . baaca^oni  ai-iri 

bn£  ajifW  .U  .A  riiiv/  .3'/c/''  .bafmiu 
;doiiiri3  aril  la  aipbla  ari^  37k  .amflilli//  -j- 
vniiv/oH  ol  bt»xom  ,-iabl»  bliriJ  ad-  ,<mfioid  .A 
.'hn.  V3..I.I.T  .H  nrtol  lej'  nf'g  . 

a»ril  ,ii  rinhltaH  riU  - vpdfiiJoa  . ,.1; -M 
. .jXJ  juo(ix5  «i  qirieiadniOEn  £>ri  T * .sJfiioleBq 
1 -urjlfft'O  ®i  rioinrlD  IjjqoyaiqH  iaipofiiol^  sfil 
r y.i^nirwi^ad  aji  ni  aril  riliv/ pcioq 

,y;  .d'(  fil  .-^bo<l  basinfiiglo . (J£  en  ■jyblQ  l»d  .oaoil 

■balioono  3i9V>  eisrimstn  .b6nix;ji  j»rnwoiloi  .aril 

nolvjcT  xiriniU  bns  .M  Jai  ncH  >1168  , .H  '0«14 
.3il/.  :rii«D  H I bns  JinnA  .onaliroil 
veH  .nivjbiria  ,13  bar,  .ykoH  snnk 
aril  ni  ?.esb  iiril  oJ  boriasaiq  nomi^riB,  -f- 
.nio3  '«£//  rio-mlio  G-oifU  aril  Limn  ,s>8uori  horioB 


I 


* I. 
...  k 


. i 

i 


5 

Ai 


^yOOB  COUNTV,  OHIO. 


] Harper,  C.  F.  Lewis,  Oswald  Bros.,  J.  L.  Dull, 
!•,.  H.  Baggaily,  T.  \V.  Ta\lor,  C.  \V.  McDonald 
11.  A.  Motley,  Edward  Baldwin,  G.  W.  Penning- 
ton, J.  \V.  Long,  Singer  & Henderson,  and  Will- 
iam W.  Plill.  In  P'ebruar}',  1886,  the  drill  was 
down  720  feet,  later  a show  of  oil  was  made,  near 
tlie  old  Ta\  lor  mill,  but  in  a short  time  it  resolved 
it.sclf  into  a water  well.  No.  2 was  drilled  next, 
which  proved  a producer  of  sulphur  water,  and  so  | 
on  to  the  end,  each  deep  well  yielding  a fine  | 
mineral  w'ater.  | 

Banks. — The 'first  banking-house  was  that  j 
established  by  A.  J.  Munn,  in  iS/8,  and  carried  ’ 
on  by  him  as  a private  bank  until  1S90,  when  it 
was  merged  into  the  Exchange  Bank,  under  a State 
charter. 

The  Exchange  Banking  Co.  was  organized  May  ' 
14,  1S90,  and  the  same  month  a charter  was  issued 
to  -A.  }.  Munn,  William  Mullally,  J.  W.  Long,  G. 
H.  Depew,  W.  D.  Mudge,  J.  E.  Clark,  J.  W.  ' 
Williams,  B.  S.  Be\'erstock,  Ed.  Baldwin  and  Z. 
Waltz.  The  capital  stock  was  $100,000.  In  ' 
1S90,  the  following  named  officers  were  chosen:  ; 
A.  J.  Munn,  Pres.;  W.  C.  Mullally,  V.-P. ; B.  B.  I 
Buck,  cashier;  W.  D.  Mudge,  assistant  cashier,  | 
and  they  retain  their  positions  with  one  exception 
— B.  S.  Beverstock  being  elected  vice-president 
in  1891.  George  S.  Depew  took  the  place  of  Mr.  j 
Beverstock  in  1S95.  A.  T. Munn  was  appointed  ; 
assistant  cashier  in  1894.  Tlie  bank  building,  in  | 
which  are  tlie  bank  and  the  Herald  office,  was 
erected  in  1886,  at  a cost  of  $3,500. 

The  Citizens  Bank  was  established  April  8, 
1890,  under  a State  charter  issued  PTbruary  13, 
1890,  to  Henry  C.  Uhlman,  John  R.  Jones,  Jo- 
seph A.  Hoimes,  W.  C.  Singer,  H.  G.  Strawser, 
John  A.  Henry  and  Robert  D.  Henderson.  Henry 
C.  Uhlman  has  been  president  since  the  beginning 
of  this  financial  house,  and  Joseph  A.  Holmes, 
cashier.  The  banking  office  is  in  the  Henry  C. 
Uhlman  brick  block,  erected  in  1889-90. 

Fires — The  Levi  Taylor  gristmill  was  burned 
early  in  the  “sixties,”  being  the  first  large  fire  in 
the  village.  The  Weston  fire  of  October  4,  1880, 
originated  in  Shuster's  bakery,  destroyed  Harper 
& Ladd’s  livery,  and  injured  Kiel’s  brick  block 
and  Mrs.  .Atkins’  house.  The  bucket  brigade  did  i 
extraordinary  work  in  saving  the  “.Atkins  House’’ 
and  adjoining  buildings  The  burning  of  two  ! 
children  of  \Vidow  .Anthony,  who  li\ed  two  miles  ■ 
northwest  of  the  village,  took  place  on  the  eve  of  1 
Christmas,  1880,  when  the  mother's  house  was 
burned.  In  .August,  1891,  the  elevator  was  ; 

hurnod.  'I'he  fire  of  December  19,  1891,  do-  | 
-troyed  the  buildings  on  the  west  side  of  Main 
street  trom  the  railroad  to  Cherry  street,  includ-  ! 
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ing  Gingery  & Co.’s  and  George  R.  Banks’  stores, 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Cherr}-;  J.  K.  Hender- 
son’s dry-goods  store,  ami  Knights  of  Labor  b.ali, 
above;  .A.  L.  Avery's  meat  market  next;  Afrs. 
W.  R.  \\'’orth's  residence,  witli  offices  of  Solon 
Davis  and  Van  Tress  & Holly;  L.  S.  Dome's 
“Exchange  Hotel”  next;  Mrs.  Pennington's  mil- 
linery store  and  residence;  the  post  office;  Ben 
Indlekofer's  residence  and  restaurant;  Stratton  A 
Powell’s  harness  shop,  near  the  railroad,  with  J. 
B.  Caddy’s  house  close  by.  The  fire  originated 
in  the  rear  of  Henderson’s  store  at  about  i :30 
.A.  M.  There  being  no  fire  engine,  the  bucket 
brigade  was  called  out,  but  its  efforts  were  un- 
availing until  the  Deshler  P'ire  Department  ar- 
rived. The  fire  of  October  2,  1893,  destroA'ed 
the  building  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  be- 
tween the  railroad  and  Cherry  street,  destroving 
Mrs.  Worth’s  new  “Exchange  Hotel,”  Shipman’s 
butchery.  Gingery  lS.'  Co.’s  produce  store.  Drum- 
mer’s grocer}',  Rickard’s  meat  shop’,  Mudge's  '‘a- 
cant  drug  store,  C.  W.  McDonald's  and  M.  Gil- 
lespie’s vacant  buildings,  Peinert’s  barber  sh^p 
and  Baldwin’s  corn  cribs.  Baldwin’s  elevator 
was  damaged.  The  fire  of  July  29,  1894,  de- 
stroyed Edward  Baldwin’s  ele\ator  and  .Martz's 
new  riouring-rnill.  The  mill  ma}‘ be  called  a local 
enterprise,  since  the  citizens  contributed  $ i , 500 
toward  its  construction. 

Scciet/es,  Fte. — NeiblingPost  No.  30,  G..A.R., 
was  chartered  June  18,  1S79,  with  the  following 
named  members:  F.  M.  A’oung,  of  the  99th  and 

50th  O.  V.  I.:  Carlo  Call,  looth  Inf.;  G.  B. 
Spencer,  3d  Cavalry;  E.  P.  Williams,  21st  Inf.; 
H.  G.  Burdue,  N.  S.  Lee,  G.  Vd.  Rickard.  D. 
B.  Pugh,  144th  Inf.  ('died  in  1883);  J.  J.  Clark. 
Capt.  140th  Inf.;  Whlliam  W.  Hill,  123d  Inf.;  C. 
Chandler,  E.  Gross,  I02d  Penn.  Inf.;  O.  Hol- 
brook, E.  .A.  Cook,  in  cavalry  ; Wallace  W.  Hill, 
lOth  Ohio  Cavalry;  .A.  and  E.  Brisbin,  2ist  Inf.; 
George  Rei,  S.  L.  Irwin,  185th  Inf.;  T.  L.  Wood, 
I92d  Inf.;  W.  M.  Stretsberry,  S.  W'eirs,  H.  B. 
Smith,  and  H.  .A.  .Motle}'.  Only  six  of  the  num- 
ber were  here  in  Januarv,  1893,  and  four  in  Sep- 
tember, 1895.  The  past  commanders  are  named 
as  follows:  I'.  M.  A'oung.  June  18,  1879,  ^e- 

electeil  in  1880,  1S81  and  1 884,  and  subsequently 
junior  vice-commander  of  th'.'  Department  of 
Ohio;  George  B.  S[iencer,  1882  and  1885;  Wil- 
son S.  Swank,  1883;  W.  W.  Hill,  1887-88  05: 
Carlo  Call.  18S9;  John  Whitker,  1886;  Lewis 
Baker,  1890;  John  L.  Dull.  1891:  If,  W.  Schc'O- 
ley,  1892;  G.  II.  Depew,  1893:  and  H.  D. 
Baker,  1 894.  re-elected  in  December.  1895  The 
adjutants  tire  named  as  follows:  .\.  Brisbin. 

1879;  H.  -A.  Kiel.  i88o;  C.  F.  Lewis.  1881.  1885; 
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Soloi’i  Davis,  1890,  1892,  1S94;  W.  Hill, 
1886,  189:;  J.  L.  Dull,  1893;  C.  Cali,  18S7, 
1895;  Hiram  D.  Parker,  1888;  L.  S.  Baker, 
1889,  and  Solon  Davis,  elected  in  December, 
1895.  This  Post  was  named  in  honor  of  James 

M.  Neibling,  the  second  colonel  of  the  21st 
O.  V.  L,  from  December  20,  1SC2,  to  December 
6,  1864.  Only  one  member  died  prior  to«Jime  r 8, 
1883,  but  by  January  19,  1893,  there  were  only 
109  of  the  212  members  mustered  in,  in  good 
standing.  Down  to  that  date,  the  sum  of  $4,000 
was  collected  for  dues.  [These  figures  are  taken 
from  Dr.  Hill’s  sketch  of  the  Post,  published 
early  in  1893.] 

Neibling  Women’s  Relief  Corps  was  organ- 
ized September  20,1887,  with  twenty-five  mem- 
bers, and  chartered  October  29,  1887.  The 

charter  members  were  Elizabeth  Stearns,  Rachel 
Peininger,  Cora  Berry,  Nettie  Plill,  Harriet  A. 
Call,  Alice  P'oreman,  Lottie  Blodgett,  PR-a  Hart- 
zell,  Kate  Biddle,  Nettie  P)ull,  Louisa  Thompson, 
Laura  Motley,  Levvellyn  Ladd,  PRa  Strawser, 
Plarriet  Baldwin,  Sadie  Dull,  Jennie  Munn,  Mol- 
ly Long  (i),  Mollie  Pmng  (2),  Mary  E.  PEibbs, 
Lulu  Jones,  Libbie  Gunn,  Juliet  Baldwin,  PRiza- 
beth  Steinshaaer,  and  Colista  Hewitt.  In  a pa- 
per written  by  Mrs.  Schooley,  in  April,  1893,  she 
speaks  of  $797.41  being  collected  down  to  that 
date.  Mrs.  Kate  Biddle  was  president  in  1887- 
88-89;  Mrs.  Schooley,  in  1890;  Mrs.  C.  Call,  in 
1891:  Mrs.  Kate  E.  Biddle,  in  1892;  Mrs.  Eva 
Hartzell,  in  1893;  Islrs.  Schooley,  in  1894;  and 
Mrs.  Addie  Morgan,  in  1895;  ''•’Kh  Mrs.  H.  D. 
P3aker,  secretary. 

William  Taylor  Camp,  S.  ofV.,  was  instituted 
August  8,  1887,  with  fifteen  members.  The  of- 
ficers in  order  of  rank  were:  G.  W.  Taylor, 

Arthur  Smith,  H.  PR  Deyo,  Fred  Brisbin,  F.  H. 
Taylor,  Orrin  Plrisbin,  C.  R.  P'.  Berry,  C.  C. 
Ricliardson,  F.  Bnrdo,  Ed.  Seymour,  Wilbur 
Call,  Rollm  Brisbin  and  Theodore  Gross.  This 
organization  disbanded  within  a few  years. 

Keeler  Camp,  S.  of  , was  organized  Jan- 
uary 9,  [893,  with  Irvin  Edgar,  captain,  and  the 
following  named  officers  in  camp  order:  john 

Miller,  John  Stretsberry,  Christ  Linn,  Charles 
Stern,  George  Marshall,  J.  Rosencrantz,  Lemuel 
Walling,  Charles  Walling  ami  fohn  Horner. 

Weston  Lodge,  No.  681,  1.  fP  O.  P'.,  was 
chartered  May  ry,  and  instituted  fuly  i ?.  1879, 
with  twenty-five  charter  members,  namelv: 
Theodore  L.  W'ood,  j.  .\.  PIenr\',  S.  E.  Lung, 
Barnet  Older,  fohn  Kistner,  Ro>s  Bovles,  Josias 
Smith,  L.  Cretzinger,  Wm.  H.  Pugh.,  H.  Satter- 
ly,  James  Stretsberry,  George  .Askins,  Peter 
Nyswander,  Geo.  \\'.  Downs,  Joseph  B.  Whua! 


(first  noble  grand),  John  Rechner,  A.  Ptrisbiu. 
S.  K.  Sa\  lor,  J.  V/.  Vv'illiams,  W.  Culver  John 
Buckingham,  James  Sulisberry,  W.  O.  Keeler, 
George  Ingmire,  and  James  T.  Dean.  Tlie  pa--.t 
grands  in  good  standing,  in  March,  1893.  arc 
named  as  follows;  J.  W.  Williams,  Josia- 
Smith,  R.  D.  Henderson,  W.  H.  Pugh,  H.  C, 
P’lilman,  P N.  Neifer,  W.  D.  Mudge,  fl.  G. 
Strawser,  PR  A.  Saxby,  G.  W.  Barnes.  G.  P. 
Thompson,  S.  C.  Oswald,  PR  S.  Jones,  V\".  'P. 
Stretsberry,  W.  H.  Walters,  E.  E.  Stearns, 

N.  T.  P'oster,  A.  S.  Coward,  Allen  Pfortel,  Jacob 
Bohmer  and  H.  E.  Jones.  In  Julv.  1895, 
Charles  B.  Saxby  was  installed  noble  grand,  and 
in  January^  1S96,  AVRlliam  Martin  succeeded  him, 
with  G.  P.  Thompson,  recording  secretary.  The 
members  who  were  past  grands  when  thev  joined 
this  lodge  are  Barnet  Older,  James  T.  P)ean  and. 
Howard  Cline,  W.  PR  Peinert,  P‘.  A\’etzell, 
W.  F.  Shipman,  and  L.  A.  Lathrop.  "Phe  lodge 
was  incorporated  March  22,  1SS2. 

Columbian  Encampment,  No.  274,  I.  O. 

O.  P'.,  was  instituted  June  27.  1893,  with  twenty 
members,  under  the  charter  of  May  3,  1893. 
The  first  members  were  W.  H.  Walters.  W. 
Alartin,  George  Vvh  Barnes,  Perry  Junkins,  Pred 
W'etzell,  W.  P".  Peinert,  J.  K.  Henderson,  H.  G. 
Strawser,  A.  T.  Munn,  L.  E.  Hollyg  G.  W.  Pore. 

R.  D.  Henderson,  H.  E.  Jones,  A\'.  Sockman. 
Allen  Bortel,  J.  W.  Fong,  James  Stretsberry, 
Jacob  Bohmer,  J.  M.  Williams,  G.  P.  Thomp- 
son, E.  W.  Schooley,  S.  F.  PIull,  William  Ship- 
man,  M'illiam  Stretsberry,  M.  A.  Mathenv,  W.  D. 
Aludge,  John  M.  Wright,  M.  W.  Plunter,  I.  N. 
Neifer,  J.  W.  Anderson  and  E.  A.  Saxb\-.  The 
patriarchs  ha\'e  been  W.  D.  Mudge,  PR  D. 
Henderson.  J.  K.  Plenderson  and  Dr.  Williams. 
J.  V.  Pleverstock  is  the  scribe.  The  membership  is 
forty'-three.  The  encampment  was  incorporated 
-April  19,  1894.  In  July,  1895,  F-  Shipman 
was  installed  as  chief  patriarch. 

Kokosing  Rebekah  Degree  Lodge.  No.  303, 
I.  O.  O.  P'.,  was  instituted  July  25,  1890.  The 
charter  members  were:  J.  W.  W'illiams,  S.  K. 

Saylor,  E.  .A.  Saxby,  MR  II . Pugh,  f.  B.  Smith.  B. 
Older,  G.  \\R  Barnes,  IR  E.  Stearns,  Dr.  E.  W . 
Schooley.  \\R  P'.  Stretsberry,  William  Martin. 
\\R  H.  AWalters,  N.  T.  P'oster.  with  Mesdame.' 

S.  K.  Saylor,  E,  A.  Saxby,  A\R  H.  Pugh.  P P>. 
Smith,  B.  Older,  G.  W.  IRirnes,  E.  PR  Sroarns. 
IR  W.  Schooley,  \\R  I'.  Stretsberry,  William 
•Martin,  W.  II . WRdters  and  I'mma  Burson.  The 
[vast  grands  of  this  hulgi.'  are  ii.uned  aa  lnik>w-: 
■Mariams  M.aria  K.  Scbo''!ey  throt.  terms  , Eu- 
cretia  [.  .Martin,  Rt'bvcea  Stre^sberrv,  Man  Bortel 

two  terms),  Effie  Saxby,  Sadie  Hunter,  Harnei 
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\ Heath  ^elected  in  November,  i?94.),  Louisa 
Thompson  (in  June,  1895;,  G.  P. 

Thompson,  secretar}-;  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Lathrop  in 
l)eccmber,  1895,  witii  Mrs.  Heath,  secretary. 

Kenilworth  Lodge,  No.  340.  K.  of  P.,  was 
i;istilnted  March  29,  1SS9,  with  the  follo'.ving 
named  members:  j.  II.  Biddle,  J.  M.  Oswald, 

W.  C.  Singer,  Ed.  Isaggally,  G.  H.  Pratt,  Ed 
Bddwin,  O.  C.  Sterling,  J.  E.  Clark,  D.  L. 
Aldrich,  \V.  Mb  Hill.  H.  G.  Strawscr,  \V.  D. 
Mudge  and  Will  'Clark,  officers;  S.  C.  Oswald, 
]..  E.  Long,  C.  II,  Petrie,  F.  H.  Tavlor,  W.  P. 
Smitli,  S.  E.  Burson,  Carlo  Call,  G.  W.  Taylor, 
lierm.an  Fell,  |,  T.  Steinshauer,  G.  B.  Spencer, 
T.  W.  Taylor,  f.  W.  Fong,  L.  S.  Baker,  R.  1). 
Henderson,  J.  W.  Lingo,  W.  O.  Keeler,  Luther 
,\mes,  J.  J.  Morgan,  W.  H.  Pugh,  G.  \V.  I3arnes, 
Bd  S.  Spaulding,  G.  E.  Lingo,  John  Ballmer, 
,\.L.  Avery,  R.  II.  Ballmer,  and  Joseph  Ship- 
man.  The  chancellor's  chair  has  been  held  by 
tlie  fullowing  named:  D.  L xAldrich,  J.  M. 

Oswald,  W.  L.  Clark,  A.  L.  Avery,  H.  G.  Straw- 
?or,  Fred.  Schwind,  W.  D.  Mudge,  G.  O.  Hart- 
/e!l.  Carlo  Call.  S.  Gingery,  G.  E.  Bortle  and 
J.  W.  I'ilmore.  The  keepers  of  records  and 
seals  have  been:  Ed.  Baggally,  F.  M.  G.  Si- 

hert.  W.  S.  Stearns,  G.  W.  Taylor,  .Arthur 
Smith  and  D.  .M.  Cluxton.  This  lodge  claims 
no  less  than  i 10  members.  In  January,  1S96, 
,\I.  D.  Hall  was  installed  C.  C.,  and  G.  W.  Tav- 
lor, K.  of  R.  & S. 

.Anthony  Wayne  Tent,  No.  140,  K.  O.  T.  .M., 
was  instituted  |anuarv3i,  1893,  with  thirty-one 
members,  namely:  W.  F.  Stretsberry,  B.  B. 

Buck,  George  Barnes,  S.  F.  Long.  J.  L.  Dull, 
D.  R.  Angell,  Tom  Pugh,  George  W.  Pore,  E. 
.V.  Saxby,  J.  T.  Steinshauer,  'Wb  C.  .Mullally, 
.\rt.  T.  Munn,  P'red  M.  Flill,  James  \b  Baldwin, 
W.  H.  Schooiey,  W.  W.  Hill,  G.  H.  Depew,  O, 
lb  French,  W.  H.  Lehman,  F.  J.  Banks,  H.  G. 
Strawser,  E.  A.  Hartman,  E.  W.  Schooiey, 
Henry  Thomas,  W.  1).  Mudge,  Howard  \Ab'sc, 
Hr.  J.  M.  C.  Cook,  Barnev  Cramer,  G.  R.  Banks, 
Charles  E.  Holland  and  Charles  B.  Saxby,  who 
was  elected  P.  C.,  with  Dr.  Hill,  C.,  and  Fred  |. 
Banks,  record  keeper.  In  July,  1895,  I'red  Hill 
"as  installed  commander. 

Emerald  Hive,  No.  42,  L.  O.  T.  M.,  was  in- 
stituted July  5,  1893,  with  the  fcdlowing  named 


i officers  in  Hive  rank:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hill,  Mrs. 

i J.  Mb  Miller,  Sadie  .VsT,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Saxby, 

' Stella  Holbrook.  Mrs  O.  Harrzell,  Mrs.  Shoup, 
Mrs.  O.  E.  French  Mrs.  J3.  Older,  Mrs.  G.  P. 

I Thom.pson,  Ella  Reardon,  Flora  Fuller  and 
i Lizzie  Murphy. 

M’eston  Lodge,  No.  560,  .A.  F.  & .A.  M.,  was 
‘ organized  Lb  D.  Octi'ber  ,23,  1889.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  November  ii,  1889,  L.  Black 
i being  master,  F.  M Dubbs,  S.  Mb,  and  J. 

: Holmes,  J.  V\b  The  charter  was  issued  October 
I 19,  1891,  to  twelve  members,  who  elected  J.  .A. 
Holmes  master.  The  officers  installed  December 
I,  1891,'  were  the  above  named,  with  J.  fl.  Bid- 
i die,  secretar}’;  .A.  J.  Munn,  treasurer;  A.  L. 

.Avery,  S.  D. ; Mb  P.  Smith,  J.  D.  ; S.  Sterling 
’ and  J.  .A.  Henry,  stewards;  and  Joseph  Parrott, 
tyler.  Lb  M.  Dubbs  succeeded  Mr.  Holmes  as 
I master.  The  number  of  members  in  June,  1893, 
i was  thirty. 

The  Knights  of  Labor  b.ad,  at  one  time,  a 
strong  lodge  here.  The  Grange,  too,  had  a 
: numerous  following,  while  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, the  .A.  O.  U.  M.  and  other  secret  organ- 
■ izations  existed  here. 

The  MT'ston  Library  .Association  was  organ- 
' ized  June  13,  1883,  with  lOi  men'ibers,  and  the 
I following  officers:  N.  C Helfrich,  presideiU: 

; Ed.  I3aldwin,  vice-president;  Mary  Singer,  sec- 
retary; Mrs.  Mb  B.  Eadd,  treasurer;  and  AAb  D. 
Mudge,  librarian.  The  payment  of  one  dollar 
I was  the  only  qualification  for  membership. 

i The  new  Opera  House  is  a venture  of  1893. 

In  the  summer  of  that  year  a few  young  business 
- men  purchased  the  ohl  school  house,  movevl  it  to 
a new  location,  and  fitted  it  up  for  theatrical  pur- 
I poses,  employing  Karl  B.  Steers  to  painc  the  drop 
! curtain  and  scenery. 

' .A  secret  society  existed  here  long  before  an\ 

! of  the  present  organizations  existed.  Though 
I nearly  all  the  able-bodied  men  were  engaged  i:\ 
the  field  of  Civil  war,  in  1863,  enough  remainedi 
to  attend  to  local  affairs,  for,  on  )iine  13.  1803, 

. when  the  formation  of  the  Union  League,  c>f' 
Scott's  Mills,  was  proposed,  no  less  than  fift'.- 
I eight  males  and  104  females  joined  the  orgaifi./a- 
tion,  and  they  sustained  it  until  the  n'ecessit}’  for 
! such  a societ}’  ceased. 


28 


V-. 


V 

I > < 


!‘lll 


**s_., 


^4MM*^4UNi 


.„\U  .HiH  W .7/  ^lU  :JnKi  will  iii,(n^:>rftA 
H .'j  .enl/.  \iihr>'ii  ,-i»lllI/  .7/  -I 

AjUu.l-^.  ciV  ,}!urJi-  H C>  :*nl4  .jipoj.JloH 
M D >il^  ,i'/?»IO  JI  £i!/'.  .ilofW'f  .n  *U  ?iW  _ 
f ,'if;  r jliii''l  jbK'H  .noboi'jH  ^Hd  .noin^iWflT 

J . -1  A A ^ if  >•.  V A**  I 


rr- 


h;v  , M 7,  ^ .d  7.  ,i-v>^  .o'/, 
;;;ir.  -jilT  ,t'  t'idoVjiO 

wl  ,ohZl  ,M  la^dlovo/ 
j.  bt...  ' 7/  .f^.cjoua  7 


, ■ -r^r  ■ ^ ^ 

B^iUKiJ  .ladraavo/  m V 

/i  <0  iUlv^  .(?q8i  ,^uL  fii)'  ow^timoilT 

«i  qoidJr.,l  .A.  J .»iW  bffj:  r{tiiJaTi»&  ,o«.**qirt<»tlT 
,ri>ij4»H  .eriU  ifJiW  .SQ8i  ^lodinurksdl 
isw  ,aH  lo  .d  aO^I  -o"^  rfr«<>v/li«q5| 

#ili  <l»w  <Q88i  ,qc  dmmW  Irjiwfijioi  : 
.hj««s6  Kvs-i  ,o(l>HM  .H  f.  ;irt4r<Jfuam;LiifruMi 
.bH  H ,0  ,bd.  ,T‘^^nie  ,!>  .7/ 

! .d.  :CI  3 -I  3 .0  .iil’wjilcll 

I^'.CJW/  ^T<»%v/jnJ^  .O  .H  ,iUH  /f/  V/  ithhhlh 
f .bUv/gO  vcl  :«rj3ffto  UtV/  buB,jigU«U 

L 71  i7/  ,:«’1/59T  M 'siilsH  .H  ,0 

,„«a»  «m«.r.  \ .lolv.iiT  Tjj.3.IUO  -j**'*^ 

t„<i  H.i,  .Uiv/  ,n  .a  .snoj.v;  .i.ioitnT.v/.'r'- 

)I,>1.,.;.-  Aq-AM  bf « ^ .w«iH4::i|dH  ,<>sn.p,..a  ,o  .snibtu«<i8i-;a -,1.3  . 

...  w,«I..H  1.  < -uwa  rfamij  L.«  .&.H»a  .H  .M  ,■<«»*.  .J.A 


^J^bOvl  uoto  // 

.Cl  .iJ  f)S)s.Hfjrgio 

blad  fiBiV  ';^,(i)J.jam 
.'I  .•jt'JHi.ffl 

.7/  ,|_  .ijomlcH 


'.  •5”);il'<  (hIv/  3vl‘jV/i  o3  ,iq8i  ,Q1 

-*adiiiva'/  i balli-itn"*  feiuarUv  adT  T33?a;u?  89{«k»ll 


-naxoo  iB-w  HoifebofeKA  •{•tfi'sdU  riojaVC  ^3-jIT  .loI^dX  .• 

dui  jfi-!  501  Iliiv^  .£«s«  7'  l .dabof  afdTvit|:-..^lx»<3'*W  \il  ■bnfiHliM 


.■(U 
. uc  •'(i'laiq 


.jlohlbl'l  .3  iaiaoffto 


. . .C3uujfi«l['nl  ^^dojatn  oii  tiadi 

,'.9pni/ vihIC  ;}nobi-<enq'3oiv  nw/Mafl  ^ brt«r»s3V^  RAW-  I{fi|j!^^-Xl-.3.U 

//  bi?!-^  , ‘iOT,J*;)SS>’’ J-  ,bb.*id  .fl  ‘f*  ■ ' ‘ I 'v.  r*  'iA  _ 51  d o ,-31  ’ .lol 


■^ll' 


Ttifob  ^>no  lo  jri3iii'{Eq  'odT 


J,. ,.  3do --tM ' .lol 

, .'ofi5  ;nenB7dH  ^ _5| 

.qidsTjdru'^ii!  lol  rioiJE'tftiliiUp vltio  i>s4i  iiuV/  ' ' ■ * " . » . . *!^^rT5>*_. 

<»i  ‘iTtjjr<t?v  f*  <:*  ycuofl  iJ'JoqO  v/3ri  sdl'  •<, 

■>Mi5't:<J 


uJ  jj  bS'/OilA 


7>rt(>xdurf5  dd« 

r aovx.  V I .a  .a  .'OT-»d«iada  3 >,7/  i^bmeo..  .giadffJwo 

,nno-<  v/d  i;  l£xU  lo  «V|,-,lbO  .J  ,.{,  .?|#U  3.  .%,«sai«a. 

loofl:.>-  bfo  'artJ  ,3  .7/  9^o»3,e'vd)^»*l  :f^oT 

•*.  '.  - ..  .•  4 ■ ..  : -H.  T . ■■/l.  _.  r_  'T' . 1 ^ A 


fj  -lol  isu  JI  boJlrl  bna  -.fudjjs'jjoi  pvii  ss  v-fklbK  A d ■" 

? . ' ...  Vt  «.  .T  - - ._r-.  • .'  ^ ■ , i . ,(ii  \ r Lt  IfJlJ  1A  , rt.ml-/  i.  .llA' 


.|:  ib^rfi  jii!*:i}  o:  .H  Iw'd  ’sifivotqrero  .&9?;:,oq  | .njvdjlod  ,V  eartiJ^t  ,l|iH  .U  byiHf  -.oobK  ,7 

.^‘lonQOS  bofv  h;ir=J";ut»  * ()  .///siqyO  H ,0  JliJI  //  i7/*p^‘'»looriadf  .li  • 

.-,..(.vd  >'K.i  ^oyri  bo)&iz-3  V 335002 -I3i:»is>g  A '.  -7)  -H  ;l  3' 


rt,i'  .tl  b'?Jws^->  VilOdfiJlins-'io  lrtt>fc31C4 . 0d3  1®  t ■*!? V/ 

i„  1, . -aiav/  flaw  iwf>od-&i«:i£  3dl  Uid.ihr.&fl  { .U  .7/  .^MnodT 


ir..((U;'ll'j7  fjj'liona  ,f,^8 


uaiuuo.-yjtiti.  jjjj  wto  i ,f  .e>AA  ,r  I " 'A  i/  7i  d,/| 

1 ni  .ifiw  tbiDlo  bbfi  ^dr  I 3,.3  d9«?Wii3jJ3in£a 

,£-ibfiij  bool  di  bny}i£>J  ■ q4*«  .vd/JjS  -4  eaf’^dD  bae  bB£U<>H 


I .f  1 3P//[  5tO  ,'iOl 

'lo  ,'anaE'')J  rioiflU  orb  lo  ngiiiiimul  &d3 


nartw  ( ' t toi'i  l.ns  ,\a:,UiH  /ia  dlw...O  S 0 

:.;i*,ft  -.a  or.  ,b..«.qoiq  *«•»  .aiiUAawoA, 

,0)  •..isaoMt,  ->,1,  r.Jim  )(  liMiilam  v»d.  br...  ,no.J  | -m  acv/  ,,K  .TJ3  4 




._fl, 

* \: 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


splendid  record 
the  Rebellion. 


APT.  LUTHER  BLACK,  of 
Bowling  Green,  is  one  of 
most  prominent  citi- 
zens  of  Wood  county, 
throughout  which  he  is 
known  and  esteemed,  not 
only  as  a successful  busi- 
ness man,  but  also  for  his 
high  character,  and  his 
as  a brave  soldier  in  the  war  of 
On  his  father's  side  he  is  of  Irish 
descent,  in;^  great-grandfather  having  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  this  countrv  at  an  early  day. 
H is  grandfather  Black  was  killed  by  accident 
while  raising  his  barn  in  Perry  county,  Ohio. 
On  the  mother’s  side  the  grandfather  was  of 
Pennsylvania-Uutch  stock,  while  the  grand- 
mother, who  was  a Miss  Oatle}’,  was  a native  of 
Scotland.  From  these  sturd}’  ancestors  our  sub- 
ject has  inherited  the  best  traits — traits  that  have 
manifested  themselves  in  his  long  career  of  useful 
activity. 

Capt.  Black  was  born  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Wood  Co.,  Ohio,  May  i8.  1S36,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Phcebe  (Skinner)  Black,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Mercer  county, 
Penn.,  when  ten  years  of  age  moving  with  his 
parents  to  Perry  county,  Ohio.  In  1831  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Wood  count}’,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  three  pioneers  of  Washington  township,  where 
at  that  time  over  one  thousand  Indians  dwelt. 
While  living  in  Perry  county  he  married  and  had 
two  children,  and  on  removing  to  this  county  he 
took  up  some  unimproved  land  which  he  cleared 
and  converted  into  a productive  farm,  in  the 
meantime  e.vperiencing  all  the  trials  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  the  life  of  early  settlers.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  in  religious  faith  an 
Old-school  Presbyterian,  and  he  was  a man  of 
irreproachable  character.  He  died  August  21, 
1861,  his  wife  passing  away  at  Hull  Prairie  in 
1883,  and  both  are  buried  at  Tontogany,  Wood 
county.  To  this  worthy  couple  were'  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  the  following  record  is  given: 
(i)  William  resides  in  Newport,  Mich.,  where  he 
has  held  the  otfices  of  de[int}'  sheriff  and  col- 
lector of  the  port;  during  the  Civil  war  he  en- 


listed at  Olmsted  Falls,  Minn.,  and  proved  a 
brave  soldier.  (2)  Elizabeth  A.  married  A.  P. 
Treadw’ell,  and  lives  at  Hull  Prairie,  Wood 
county.  (3)  Minerva  J.  became  the  wufe  of 
Joseph  Jeffers,  and  died  at  Waterville,  Lucas 
Co.,  Ohio.  (4)  Calvin  lives  at  Washington, 
Kans.  (5)  Luther  is  the  subject  of  this  review'. 
(6)  Catherine  married  Dr.  A.  Eddmon,  and  lives 
at  Tontogany.  (7)  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  R. 
WMod,  of  Belle  Plaine,  Kansas. 

Luther  Black  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's 
farm  in  this  county,  attending  the  schools  of  that 
locality  and  those  at  Waterville,  and  also  the 
seminary  at  Maumee.  After  leaving  school,  he 
for  four  years  taught  in  the  district  sc'tiools  of 
W'^ood  county,  and  for  tw’o  }ears  in  Champaign, 
111.  About  this  time  the  whole  world  was  elec- 
trified by  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  w'ar,  and 
the  partiotism  of  the  young  teacher  induced  him 
to  lay  aside  his  ferule  tor  an  army  musket,  and 
offer  his  services  in  defense  of  the  stars  and 
stripes.  On  April  27,  i86t,  he  enlisted  in 

Company  B.  21st  O.  V.  I.,  three -months’  ser- 
vice, which  was  passed  in  Virginia,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  which,  his  father  having  died  in  the 
meantime,  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  in 
order  to  take  charge  of  the  famiiw  There  he 
remained  until  1864,  on  May  4 of  w'hich  year 
he  organized  Company  B,  144th  O.  I.,  of 
which  company  he  was  made  capt;iin.  While 
at  Berryville,  \’a.,  he  and  seven  of  his  men 
were  taken  prisoners  by  the  Rebels  and  sent  to 
Lynchburg,  thence  to  Libby  prison  where  thc_y 
suffered  the  horrors  of  slow  starvation,  and 
where  all  except  himself  and  one  otlier  fell 
victims  to  cruel  treatment.  Three  months  after 
his  capture.  Capt.  Black  Was  released  by  ex- 
change, and  his  patriotic  zeal  being  still  nna- 
bateil,  in  sjiite  of  the  terrible  scenes  through 
which  he  had  passed,  he  raised  another  com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  also  made  captaiti.  This 
was  Company  K,  185th  O.  \'.  I.,  which  after- 
waril  saw  much  service  in  Kentuck\’  in  th' 
\icinity  of  Cumberlan.i  (.lap,  where  the\  had 
freiiucnt  skirmisho'  with,  the  gin  rrillas.  Th  ' 
regiment  was  musleted  out  at  Lexington.  K\  . , 
in  September.  i8<">5. 
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His  career  as  a soldier  being  ended  by  the 
cossytion  of  hostiliides,  and  the  return  of  peace  i 
to  the  land,  Capt.  Black  returned  to  private  citi-  j 
/eiiship,  and,  having  in  the  meantime  purchased  i 
the  old  fiomestead,  carried  on  farming  there  for  | 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  engaged  ■ 
in  the  drug  business,  in  Tontogany,  which,  he  i 
conducted  some  eighteen  years,  and  then,  being  i 
elected  county  treasurer  on  the  Republican  ticket,  ! 
lie,  in  iS8i,  removed  to  Bowling  Green.  That 
re.sponsible  office  he  held  for  two  terms,  or  four  i 
years,  such  being  the  limit  of  the  law,  fulhlling  j 
its  duties  in  a most  creditable  manner.  The  > 
Captain  then  established  himself  in  the  clothing  | 
business,  and  some  six  or  seven  years  ago  became  | 
interested  in  the  oil  wells  of  Wood  county.  On  ; 
b'chruaiy  20,  1894,  he  sold  out  his  clothing  | 

establishment  since  when  he  has  given  all  his  ‘ 
attention  to  his  oil  interests.  He  is  now  a part 
owner  in  sixty-one  wells  in  this  county,  and  a 
member  of  various  firms  connected  therewith,  ’ 
the  most  prominent  of  which  is  that  of  Black,  | 
Reese  Sc  Hazlett,  who  own  a number  of  produc-  I 
live  wells,  and  are  doing  an  extensive  business.  ' 
He  is  also  cultivating  a couple  of  farms  which  I 
he  owns  in  the  vicinity.  j 

In  i860  Capt.  Black  was  married  to  Miss  ^ 
Sarah  J.  Camron,  a native  of  New  York  State,  | 
who  died  three  rears  later,  leaving  one  child, 
Frank  H.,  who  was  killed  by  a railroad  accident  ; 
when  fourteen  years  old.  On  January  16,  1S73,  ‘ 
the  Captain  married  Miss  Georgie  .■\.  Cooper, 
who  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county.  N.  Y., 
<laughter  of  James  and  .\.lmira  1' Brocks)  Cooper,  ; 
who  were  married  in  1840.  James  Cooper  traces  ' 
his  ancestry  back  to  the  }mar  1661.  as  follows: 

(i)  James  Cooper,  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  ^ 
England,  born  in  1661,  died  in  1732;  came  to 
Idiiiadelphia,  Penn.,  in  1682;  had  eight  children 
— Esther,  James,  Joseph,  (2)  Samuel,  William, 
Benjamin,  Isaac  and  Rebecca.  James  Cooper 
owned  a lot  on  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia, 
opposite  Marble  Custom-house.  (2)  His  son  ; 
M illiam  had  six  children — Rebecca,  (3)  Thomas, 
James,  Joseph,  Samuel,  and  Letitia.  He  died  i 
in  1736.  (3)  His  son  (3)  James  was  twice  mar- 

ried, and  had  fifteen  children,  by  his  first  wife,  j 
Hannah  (Hibbs),  he  had  eight  children — Susanna, 
b|)  James,  William,  Letitia,  Le\i,  and  Benjamin; 
hy  his  second  wife,  Elizalieth  (W’ager),  (3)  James  ; 
held  seven  children — Amelia,  Marmaduke,  Me-  ! 
^hach,  Laodosia,  Naboth,  Noah  and  .\lpheus. 

1^41  James  Cooper,  son  of  (3'  James,  and 
"randfather  of  Mrs.  Capt.  Luther  Black,  was  ! 
^’orii  in  Moieland,  Montgomery  Co.,  Penn., 
March  6,  1753;  served  in  the  navy  and  army  of  i 


Pennsylvania  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Monmouth  and  Ge.f- 
mantown.  He  was  married  tliree  times;  first  to 
Naomi  Nelson,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — 
Hannah,  Naomi  and  Caroline;  by  his  second 
wife,  Mary  (Albertson;  he  had  no  children;  by 
his  third  wife,  Sarah  (Comely),  he  had  chil- 
dren— Courtland,  (5)  James,  Henry,  M.’illiam, 
Nancy,  Hamilton,  George  and  Amos.  The 
father  of  these  died  May  i.  1849,  in  his  ninety- 
seventh  year.  He  was  a man  of  strong  likes  and 
dislikes,  served  as  judge  on  the  bench,  and  was 
a large  land  holder,  owning  property  whereon  a 
portion'  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  now  stands. 
He  and  his  wife  were  both  Quakers. 

('5)  James  Cooper,  son  of  (4)  James  Cooper, 
and  father  of  Mrs.  Black,  was  born  November 
“3-  1795-  i^'^  Philadelphia.  He  was  own  cousin 
to  James  Fennimore  Cooper,  the  distinguished 
American  novelist.  James  Cooper  was  twice 
married;  first  time  to  Sarah  Rice,  by  whom  he 
had  six  children — Esther,  Ezra,  Ruth,  Hannah, 
Will'.am  and  Alonzo;  by  his  second  wife,  Almira 
(Brooks),  he  had  two  children — Georgie  A.  (Mrs. 
Black),  and  James  B.,  an  inventor  who  resides  in 
Minneapolis.  The  sons,  Ezra,  Alonzo  and  James 
B.,  were  all  soldiers,  making  for  themselves  an 
enviable  rnilitar}'  record.  The  father  of  these 
was  a man  of  superior  education  and  acknowl- 
edged ability,  for  which,  indeed,  the  entiie  fam- 
ily have  been  noted.  He  was  a pronounced 
Abolitionist,  and  an  outspoken  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  freedom  to  all  mankind.  Migrating  to 
Ohio  about  the  year  1844,  he  settled  at  W'ater- 
ville,  Lucas  county,  where  for  manv  \-ears  he 
served  as  a magistrate.  During  his  busy  life- 
time he  owned  several  fiouring-mills  and  saw- 
mills, doing  an  extensive  business  in  both  those 
lines  of  industry.  He  died  there  in  i868,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
widow,  who  is  now  passing  her  declining  \'ears  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  was  born,  in  KS|2,  in 
the  town  of  Champion.  Jefferson  Co..  N.  Y. , 
daughter  of  Joseph  Brooks,  a Revolutionar\- 
soldier  from  Massachusetts.  She  was  a o-msin 
of  Amos  Rendall,  who  was  postmaster-genera! 
under  President  Jackson's  administration,  and 
when  a young  man  taught  in  the  famih’  of  Gen. 
Clay,  afterward  holding  rmanv  offices  of  lionor 
and  trust.  He  became  an  able  att('>rne\'  at  law, 
and  was  inthiential  in  the  establishment  of  the  first 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at  Washington.  D.  C. 

To  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Black  h ive  been  born  twi' 
children:  Marie  C.  and  [,unes  !,..  the  latter  of 
whom  at  present  is  a student  at  Oberlin  C'ollege. 
The  Captain  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder; 
socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A,  M., 
Wood  County  Lodye,  No.  112:  is  a member  of 
Crystal  Chapter.  No.  157,  and  of  Toledo  Com- 
rnandery,  K.  T.,  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  an  ardent  Republican,  his 
first  vote  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
he  has  never  failed  to  deposit  his  ballot,  save 
twice-  — first  when  he  was  in  Libby  prison,  and 
again,  in  1880,  when  he  was  too  ill  to  go  to  the 
polls.  Capt.  Black'  was  delegate  to  the  State 
Convention,  and  was  honored  with  election  as 
alternate  delegate  to  the  National  Convention, 
to  be  held  at  St.  Louis  in  June.  He  has  served 
as  president  of  the  sciiool  board  and  of  the  gas 
board,  and  is  a director  of  the  American  Foun- 
dry & Machine  Co.,  also  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  of  Bowling  Green.  During  the  past  year 
he  has  been  interested  in  gold  mining  in  Cali- 
fornia, being  identified  witii  a joint-stock  com- 
pau}’.  In  every  relation  in  life,  Capt.  Black  has 
borne  an  honorable  part  as  an  upright,  patriotic, 
loyal  citizen,  and  is  justlv  classified  among  the 
social  representative  men  of  Wood  county. 

JoHX  K.  H.vnkev,  the  well-known  capitalist 
of  Bovv'ling  Green,  has,  by  his  varied  business  en- 
terprises, done  much  to  develop  the  natural  re- 
sources of  this  re'gion,  and  to  open  up  its  com- 
merce. In  judgtnent  of  human  nature,  and 
statesmanlike  manipulation  of  a comple.x  situa- 
tion, he  has  few  equals;  but  his  shrewdness  is 
combined  with  rare  kindliness  of  heart,  shown  in 
many  ways  characteristic  of  the  man.  It  has 
been  said  that  if  simple  justice  were  to  rule  the 
business  world,  there  would  be  no  need  for  "char- 
ity,” and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  oue  of  the 
first  to  try  to  bring  this  high  ideal  of  human 
brotherhood  into  practical  effect  in  his  relations 
with  his  employes.  In  his  large  planing-mill  at 
Bowling  Green  he  inaugurated,  some  years  ago, 
the  co-operative  system,  issuing  stock  to  his  men 
and  carrying  it  for  them  until  such  time  as  they 
could  pay  for  it  from  their  savings,  and  paying 
back  mone}',  S'.')  invested,  at  any  time  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  shareholder.  This  plan  has  suc- 
ceeded admirabi}',  and  to  the  lasting  profit  of  all 
parties  concerned. 

The  members  of  the  Haidrey  family,  living  in 
Bosvling  ('ircen,  arcMicscendefl  from  Louis  Ilankey, 
a native  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  .\morica 
at  an  early  day.  It  is  related  that  he  had  just 
enough  money  to  p..iy  his  way  across  the  Atlantic 
and  furnish  liis  own  provisions.  The  vessel  he 
set  sail  in  lost  her  couise  at  sea,  and  the  [lassage 
consumed  so  much  more  time  than  was  antici- 


: pated,  that  his  stock  of  food  became  exhausted 
I long  ere  he  reached  land  again,  that  he  becam.  j 
1 indebted  to  the  ship  for  p.irt  of  hds  board.  On 
i reaching  New  York,  he  was  "sold”  by  the  ship'.- 
i companv,  or  agents,  as  was  the  custom  in  thus^- 
I days,  they  getting  the  money  tor  his  time,  whicii 
he  worked  out  with  a farmer.  He  afterward  be- 
came a minister  of  the  Fvangelical  Church,  ar.'i 
' also  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married 
- a Miss  Less,  whose  father  served  in  the  Kevohi- 
! tionary  w^ar  seven  }’ear3,  and  our  subject  remem- 
bers hearing  his  grandmother  often  tell  of  how 
i she  could  trace  the  path  the  soldiers  took  by  the 
blood  left  on  the  ground  from  their  shoeless  feet. 

I In  later  life  Louis  Hankey  lived  in  both  Star'.: 

! and  Summit  counties,  Ob.io.  in  which  latter  he 
I and  his  wife  passed  their  last  days.  Thisestimii- 
ble  couple  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  John,  father  of  the  subject  proper  of 

' this  sketch;  Catherine,  married  to  John  Himinel- 
' right,  of  Summit  countv;  Jacob,  who  lived  :n 
I Summit  county.  Ohio,  near  Akron;  Lydia,  mar- 
' ried  to  Rev.  Miller,  a minister  of  the  Reformed 
: Church;  Sarah,  married  to  a .Mr.  Hawk;  Louis. 

living  in  Wayne  countv,  Ohio;  and  Samuel,  a 
: farmer,  residing  at  Copley,  Ohio. 

J.  R.  Hankey  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  in. 
j Wayne  county,  March  16,  iSqj,  a son  of  John 
' and  Poll}'  (Fostnight)  Hankey,  the  former  of 
whom  'Vas  born  in  Schuylkill  count}',  Penn.,  in 
1814.  He  was  a farmer  and  merchant  by  occu- 
I pation,  and  early  in  life  came  to  Ohio,  first  lo- 
cating in  Wa}'ne  county,  during  the  war  ot  the 
Rebellion  moving  to  Medina  county,  'where  he 
died  in  1S68.  He  was  three  times  imwrie'i;  lirst 
' to  Miss  Polly  Fo.stnight,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
! countv,  Ohio,  in  1819,  and  by  her  he  had  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Solomon  'lied  in  infanc}  ; 

' Sarah  married  William  Shammo,  and  is  de- 
ceased; Lewis  W.  is  a minister  of  the  Evangei- 
I ical  Church  at  Tiffin,  Ohio;  John  R.,  the  subject 
1 proper  of  this  memoir,  comes  next;  then  I.  L.  ; 
j two  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  ot  these  de- 
: jiarted  this  life  in  Wayne  county  in  1854,  atCi 
.Mr.  Hankey  subse<pientl}'  married  Miss  ^f  arg  iret 
Reach,  who  died  fifteen  months  after  marri.igo. 
she  had  one  child  that  died  in  infancy.  I'or  In.' 
: third  wife  he  weddeti  Miss  Sarah  Stro'.ise.  ot 
Ricldand  county,  Ohio,  by  which  union  there 
; were  two  childr>m:  Isaiah  S.,  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  Sarah  Katherine,  wife  of  A.  L.  Sourwine.  a 
farmer  in  Cr.iwford  count}',  Ohio. 

Our  subject  lived  on  a farm  until  he  wa- 
eleven  }ears  old,  when  ho  went  to  Marshalb.'ille. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  sell' >■  >1-'. 

. and  when  fifteen  ve;irs  old  went  to  Woostei. 
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()hio,  where  he  entered  the  nrena  of  business  in 
t!ie  cupacit}'  of  clerk  in  a clothing  store.  While 
engaged  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
;uiJ  at  the  first  call  by  the  President  for  three- 
years  men  to  defend  the  Union,  the  lad.  fired 
with  the  spirit  of  true  piatriotisin,  enlisted  June 
4,  i86i,  in  Compari}-  E,  4th  O.  V.  I.,  which  was 
attached  to  the  arm}-  of  the  Potomac,  Gen.  Sum- 
ner’s corps,  under  Gen.  McClellan  ("Little 
Mac").  Private  Hankey  participated  in  many 
battles  and  skirmishes,  and  established  for  him- 
self the  record  of  a good,  dutiful  and  brave  sol- 
dier. Me  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Winchester, 
Port  Ro}'al,  Port  Republic,  and  in  all  the  engage- 
ments in  front  of  Richmond  in  1862;  was  at  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  the 
seven-days'  retreat,  battles  of  second  Bull  Run 
and  Antietarn,  up  to  and  including  that  of  Fred- 
ericksburg. At  second  Bull  Run  he  had  a very 
narrow  escape  from  death,  his  haversack  being 
blown  to  pieces  by  an  exploding  shell.  His  per- 
sonal injuries  were  not  serious,  but  his  rations 
were  entire!}  lost,  and  for  several  days  he  had  to 
depend  upon  the  generosity  of  his  comrades  for 
food.  After  the'  battle  of  P'redericksburg  Mr. 
Hankey  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  neces- 
sitating his  removal  to  the  hospital,  wdience  on 
his  recovery  he  was  transferred  to  the  Invalid 
Corps,  in  which  he  served  at  different  localities 
until  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  June 
4,  1 864,  after  an  arduous  and  loyal  service  of 
three  years,  during  which  he  never  shirked  his 
duty,  but  cheerfull}' atrd  without  a selfish  thought 
risked  his  }oung  life — amid  shot  and  shell,  in 
dreary  and  wearisome  marches  and  counter- 
marches, in  the  trenches  and  at  the  storming  of 
bastions — that  the  integrity  of  the  Union  might 
be  preserved. 

Returning  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  Mr.  Flankey 
found  his  old  position  in  the  store  awaiting  him, 
and  that  his  salary  had  recommenced  from  the 
day  of  his  discharge.  He  did  not  remain  much 
longer,  however,  with  the  firm,  for  on  the  first 
da\-  of  January,  1867,  we  find  him  engaged  by  a 
Philadelphia  woolen-goods  house  to  repnesent 
them  "on  the  road,”  a line  of  life  better  suited 
to  his  natural  energy  and  push,  and  no  doubt  pal- 
atable to  a certain  love  he  hail  for  "adventure,” 
inoculated  into  him  b_\'  his  army  experience.  With 
this  firm  he  remained  ten  }'cars,  in  all,  during 
which  time,  in  January,  1869,  he  and  another 
established  a clothing  and  merchant  tailoring  store 
m I'mdlay,  Ohio  (at  the  same  time  retaining  his 
Connection  with  the  Philadel[)hia  firm,  as  trav- 
eler;, and  they  conducted  the  same  con  jointly  till 
'871,  when  ^Ir.  Hankey  sold  out  his  interest  to 


his  partner,  _ and  removed  with  his  famil}-  to 
Wooster. 

In  August,  1874,  he  and  Mr.  M’hite  established 
a clothing  business  at  Bowling  Green,  Wood 
county,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hankev  Y White, 
w'hich  they  successfully  carried  on  up  to  Januarv 
I,  1877,  at  which  time  our  subject  discontinued 
commercial  traveling.  On  April  i,  same  year, 
he  removed  with  his  famil}-  to  Idowling  Green, 
where  they  have  since  made  their  home.  In  that 
city  he  has  become  identified  with  various  under- 
takings, among  them  being  the  planing-mill  al- 
ready referred  to;  he  has  also  been  interested  in 
gas  and  oil  enterprises,  the  firm  of  Hankey 
Brothers  being  among  the  most  extensive  p)romo- 
ters  in  that  line  in  this  region.  He  assisted  in 
organizing,  and  w-as  a heavy  stockholder  in,  both 
the  Bow-ling  Green  and  the  Crystal  Glass  Y'orks, 
formerly  located  at  Bow-ling  Green;  and  stock- 
holder in  the  Foundry  and  Machine  Shop.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  that  city,  and  is  still  vice-president  there- 
of. He  has  been  an  extensive  dealer  in  real 
estate,  much  valuable  property  in  and  about 
Bowling  Green  having  changed  hands  with  him. 
He  built  and  owns  the  fine  new  Opera  House 
block  on  Main  street,  the  Hankey  block,  north  of 
the  Opera  block,  besides  the  National  Bank  and 
Exchange  Bank  buildings.  Indeed,  it  can  be 
truly  said  of  him  that  he  has  stood  ready  with  his 
energy  and  means  to  assist  in  any  and  e\"ery 
measure  tending  to  the  development  of  the  indus- 
tries of  northwestern  Ohio,  more  especiall}'  Wood 
county  and  the'  city  of  Bowling  Green,  whose 
present  prosjrerit}-  is  due  to  him  more  than  any 
other  one  person.  For  thirty-nine  years  he  hits 
not  been  a day  idle,  having  been  cither  in  the 
employ  of  others,  or  in  business  for  himself. 

In  1867,  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  Mr.  Hankey  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  T.  \'an  Hou- 
ten,  who  was  born  in  W'oostcr,  in  1846.  daughter 
of  the  late  Philo  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Bartol 
Houten,  and  three  children  have  graced  tins  univUi: 
Rufus  P.  (married  to  Miss  Nettie  Long,  of  Bowl- 
ing Green),  Harry  G.  and  Philo  S.;  of  whom. 
Rufus  P.  and  Harry  G.  have  an  interest  in  thv.r 
father’s  planing-ntill ; Philo  S.  was  employed,  in  a 
bank  at  Bowling  (fireen,  but  at  present,  owing  to 
impaired  health,  is  sojourning  in  the  " bunny 
South.  ” 

Philo  S.  \''an  Houten,  father  of  Mrs.  Hankey, 
was  born  in  Marcellus,  N.  Y. , December  2 ;. 
1810.  and  by  assitiuous  industry,  strict  integr.ty 
ami  indomitable  perseverance  rose  from  com[>.ir.i- 
tive  obscurit}-  to  be  cashier  of  the  \\'a\  ne  Cin;n- 
ty  Bank  (now  the  Wayne  Count}- National  Bank  , 
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Wooster,  Ohio,  an  incumbency  he  filled  with 
fidelity  and  ability  for  the  long  period  of  nearly 
a third  of  a century — in  fact  up  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  g,  uSSi.  He  was  a man  of 
irreproachable  pri\ate  character,  whose  domestic 
life  and  habits  were  of  that  quiet  and  unostenta- 
tious kind  so  well  calculated  to  ejidear  him  to 
family  and  friends. 

On  January  2,  1840,  Mr.  Van  Houten  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  13artol,  who  was  born  in 
Elizabethtown,  Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1820, 
daughter  of  Mathias  and  Elizabeth  (Jontz)  Bar- 
tol,  both  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters — George  and  John  (who  died  in  Ohio); 
Abraham  (w  ho  died  in  Californifu) ; Elizabeth; 
Margaret  (.Mrs.  William  Still),  and  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Michael  Rahn;,  all  now  deceased.  The  parents 
moved  to  WMyne  count}',  Ohio,  in  the  summer  of 
1S31,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  their  honored 
lives.  The  fatlier  was  called  to  his  final  rest  in 
1S43  at  the  age  of  si.\tv-two,  the  mother  dying 
in  1863,  aged  seventy-two.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  \'an- 
Houten  was  a girl  of  eleven  years  when  her  par- 
ents removed  to  Wa\me  county,  and  as  will  be 
seen  was  nineteen  at  the  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Nine  children  were  born  to  her  and  her 
husband,  only  four  of  whom  survive,  namely; 
Mary  (Mrs.  Wellington  Curry,  now'  of  Chicago); 
Emma  (Mrs.  John  R.  Hankey);  Edward,  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  Anna  (Mrs.  I'rank  Eshelmanj,  of 
Pittsburg,  Penn.  Those  deceased  are  Jane  ( Mrs. 
Lee  Scobey,  w'ho  died  in  W'ooster),  Harry, 
Charles,  John,  and  Caroline  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy). The  mother  of  these  w'as  called  from 
earth  Eebruary  12,  1895.  Like  her  husband  she 
was  a sincere  and  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church;  was  an  ardent  advocate 
of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  a member  of  the 
organization  known  as  the  Evergreen  Social 
Temple.  By  everyone  who  knew  her  she  was 
justly  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and  is  affec- 
tionately remembered  for-  her  many  good  qual- 
ities. 

In  his  political  preferences,  Mr.  Hankey  is  an 
uncompromising  Republican,  ever  taking  a livelv 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party  as  a recognizetl 
leader  in  its  ranks,  in  Ohio,  his  ability,  wealth 
and  public  spirit  securing  for  hii'.i  a powerful  in- 
fluence in  the  party  councils.  Never  an  office 
seeker  himself,  yet,  such  is  his  popularity  and 
usefulness,  he  has  oft-times  been  sought  alter  to 
fill  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  has  served 
as  townsb.il'  treasurer  twelve  \ears;  as  member 
of  the  school  board;  and  as  trustee  of  the  State 
Blind  Asylum,  five  years.  In  local  politics  he  is 


an  honest  but  hard  fighter,  and  his  all-round  in- 
fluence enables  him  to  assist  a friend  or  effectu- 
ally bar  the  way  to  any  adversary.  For  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  most  zealous  factors  on  the 
countv  e.'cecutive  committee,  and,  while  honor- 
ably aggressive,  has  on  all  occasions  proven  hirc;- 
self  to  be  a m.ost  liberal  and  generous  opponent, 
true  to  his  colors  and  promises,  and  securing  alike 
the  acclamation  of  his  friends,  and  the  respect 
of  his  rivals,  in  the  fall  of  1895  he  was  elected 
to  the  Thirty-third  District  of  Ohio  in  the  State 
Senate,  the  first  time  he  has  been  called  by  elec- 
tion to  any  State  office.  Socially,  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Royal  Arcanum.  I.  O.  O. 
F.  and  G.  A.  R.  The  family  have  an  elegant 
home  in  Bowling  Green,  surrounded  by  an  atmos- 
phere of  comfort  and  refinement,  and  enjo}’  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  warm 
friends. 

Ek.vsmus  D.  Peck,  M.  D.,  deceased.  Amonc 
the  able  and  cultured  people  who  came  from  the 
East  in  the  early  days,  and  settled  in  Perrys- 
burg,  giving  to  its  society  a notably  refined  and 
intellectual  tone,  none  took  higher  rank  than  did 
the  late  Dr.  Peck  and  his  estimable  wife. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1 80S,  a member  of  one  of  the  old 
Colonial  families,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Munson,  Mass.,  and  at  Yale  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  in 
1829,  and  was  well  fitted  for  the  leadership, 
wherever  his  lot  might  be  cast.  The  Peck  family 
is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first  of  the  American 
line,  William  lYck,  settled  in  Connecticut  in 
1720.  Dr.  Peck’s  father,  Daniel  Peck,  was  a 
prominent  physician  in  his  day,  and  married  a 
descendant  of  a well-known  New  England  fam- 
ily, Miss  Persis  Ladd,  by  whom  he  had  six 
daughters  and  four  sons.  .After  his  graduation 
Dr.  Peck  came  to  Ohio,  for  some  time  living  in 
Portage  county,  but  in  1834  he  came  to  Perr\s- 
burg.  where  for  over  forty  years  he  practiced  his 
chosen  profession.  He  formed  a partnersinp.  at 
first  with  Dr.  E.  T.  Tremaine,  and  later  with  Dr. 
James  Robertson,  but  in  1854  his  nei'hew.  Dr. 
H.  A.  Hamilton,  joined  him  in  practice.  1 his 
partnership  continued  until  Dr.  Peck’s  death., 
which  occurred  Der'ember  2 5,  1870.  man  o' 
ci.unmanding  intluence  in  all  lines  of  effort,  Dr. 
Peck  took  a prominent  place  in  the  councils  d 
the  Repidilican  p.irty,  which  he  entered  on  the 
disorganization  of  the  old  M’liig  party.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Ohio  Legislature  in  1853  *37' 
and  in  1 870  was  elected  to  Congress,  ser\  ing  m 
the  i'orty-tirst  and  I'orty-scconvi  sessions.  He 
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then  retired  from  active  participation  in  politics,  ! 
and  resumed  his  professional  work.  He  was  ! 
married  in  1S34  to  Miss  Mary  Thorndyke  Lincoln,  ' 
a native  of  Jeffrey,  X.  H.,  who  was  born  in  1808  ^ 
and  died  in  1 S/S-  j 

H.  E.  Peck,  the  only  child  of  these  honored 
i)ioneers,  was  born  in  Perrysburg,  April  30,  1838. 
lie  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
place,  and  has  made  his  home  there  except  one  ; 
vear  he  spent  in  the  South,  and  one  year  in  New  i 
York  State.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  en-  1 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  on  retiring  j 
from  that  he  served  four  years  as  deputy  collector 
of  customs  of  this  district.  In  18/3  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  C.  Robinson,  who  W'as  born  in 
Middlebury,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children:  | 
Charles  L.  and  Augustus  H.,  the  latter  of  wdiom 
is  at  school  in  New  York.  | 

i 

CoLLiSTER  II.A.SKINS.  Among  that  dauntless 
set  of  Eastern  men  who,  ambitious  to  carve  out 
for  themselves  homes  from  the  then  wilds  of  the 
West,  and  who  left  peaceful  firesides  and  braved 
the  dangers  and  privations  incident  to  a frontier 
life,  is  he  whose  name  introduces  this  memoir. 
Born  of  good  parentage  at  North  Prescott,  ^^ass. , ' 
.August  25,  1799,  3'oung  Haskins  was  early  edu- 
cated to  habits  of  virtue,  morality,  order,  indus- 
try and  economy,  and  was  therefore  well  pre- 
pared for  the  task  before  him.  He  removed  to 
the  Maumee  river,  settling  at  Waterville  in  1817, 
and,  June  16,  1818,  was  married  to  Miss  F"anny, 
daughter  of  Martin  Gunn,  of  that  place,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  b}'  Seneca  .Allen,  a justice 
of  the  peace.  The  mother  of  Collister  Haskins, 
a woman  of  many  virtues,  was  an  own  cousin  to 
President  Franklin  Pierce.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Haskins — Martin  and  Sarah  ('Winslow)  Gunn — 
w'ere  from  Massachusetts,  becoming  early  settlers 
in  the  Maumee  A’alley;  the  Gunns  were  of  Scotch 
descent. 

To  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  w'ife  were 
born  children,  as  follows:  Two  fa  boy  and  a 
girl)  who  died  in  infancy;  Delia,  who  died  un-  : 
married  at  Portage;  Wealthy,  the  wife  of  John 
De  Witt,  a farmer  of  Wood  county;  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Clark,  a resident  of  Missouri; 
Henry,  a resident  of  Butler,  Jnd.,  whose  first 
Wife  was  Hannah  Fernside,  and  whose  present 
W’ife  was  a Miss  Hutchinson;  Chrissa,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  \'an  Gordner,  and  resides  in  Portage, 
Wood  county;  C}’nthia,  the  wife  of  Capt.  James 
W.  Kna  ggs,  who  resides  near  Portage;  Charles, 
deceased,  Eunice,  the  wife  of  Jesse  Lane  Rol-  ' 
ler.  a prominent  druggist  and  business  man  of  , 
lolcdo.  i 


Pioneer  Haskins,  it  will  be  observed,  was 
only  a boy  of  eighteen  }ears  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage;  but,  possessed  of  a good  constitution, 
and  being  of  a resohe.te  and  determined  will,  he 
at  once  set  out  to  make  for  himself  and  fami'v  a. 
home.  During  his  stay  on  the  Maumee  river, 
he  passed  some  three  years  on  what  is  known  as 
Granger’s  Island.  In  July,  1824,  he  entered, 
from  the  government,  land  in  Section  12,  Libertv 
towmship,  this  county,  an<I  in  September  follow- 
ing removed  to  the  east  half  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  When  his  cabin 
W'as  ready  to  be  raised,  his  friends  came  from 
Waterville,  twelve  miles  distant,  to  assist  him. 
This  cabin  was  built  of  logs,  and  stood  near  the 
bank  of  a creek,  not  far  from  the  old  stockade 
made  by  Gen.  Hull  in  1812,  and  w'hich  was  occu- 
pied by  a few'  soldiers  during  the  war.  as  an  ad- 
vance post  on  the  “middle  route”  to  the  F"oot 
of  the  Rapids.  Here  Mr.  Haskins  began  trading 
with  the  Indians.  He  kept  a variety  store,  being 
supplied  with  such  goods  as  were  then  in  de- 
mand, and  purchasing  his  goods  from  Gen.  John 
E.  Hunt,  of  Maumee  City.  During  the  first 
four  years  of  his  residence  in  Wood  county  Mr, 
Haskins’  nearest  neighbor  was  at  Milton siiie, 
twelve  miles  north,  and  his  next,  twenty- two 
miles  south.  Through  his  efforts  a post  office 
was  established  at  “Haskins  Place.”  in  January. 
1829.  Pie  laid  out  the  village  of  Portage  in 
1836,  and  was  an  honored  citizen  of  that  place 
and  vicinity  throughout  his  life.  I'or  some  years 
after  Mr.  Haskins  settled  on  the  site  of  Portage, 
the  Indians  still  lingered  in  their  old  homes,  re- 
taining almost  undisputed  possession  of  their 
sugar  camps  and  hunting-grounds,  although  the 
whites  were  rapidh'  appropriating  the  sites  of 
their  villages  and  their  favorite  fishing-grounds. 
.A  description  of  the  Indians  of  this  vicinty  as 
they  were  from  1823  to  1840,  -which  is  of  great 
interest,  was  given  to  history  by  our  subject. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Haskins  occurred  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Portage,  May  7,  1872,  after  a life  of 
great  usefulness  to  the  pioneer  people  among, 
whom  he  passed  the  vigor  of  his  manhood.  Ho 
had  lived  a pious  life,  and  when  death  came  it 
had  no  terrors  for  him,  his  last  words  being:  ’ It 

is  all  right;  glory  to  God.” 

With  other  earl V pioneers,  Mr.  Haskins  p;i'SCvi 
through  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  t-' 
such  a life,  and  performed  the  labors,  which  f-.-!! 
to  his  lot,  with  patience  mid  cheerfulness,  luwer 
murmuring  at  liis  misfortunes  or  losses,  but  ever 
laboring  to  nnikeothcMS  happy,  sacrilfeing  hi'^'wn 
means,  ease  and  ijuiet  for  others  without  reserw. 
His  enemies,  if  he  had  any,  were  tew.  aiul  I'.is 


f -I 


!•  , ' ViaHu  '.''i 

ib  </  !i  . •‘.uyianlj 

V.  .i  ■.'f'J 

. g’iji6jv  1/ 

1 , ! jMy  llM' 

1.  boa,it-'  ‘ 

' ’ • » ’ • ‘ i " • P * ' 

'■  ■’i:  7Uv''V  :P  B 3-) 

’ 1 J . : 1 n'l  1 i - 

I ; ■ iiirRl.  iJ  JOO 

iJ  M... 


f.l:  I 
;•'  II ' 


''  lip  r-*  ‘rrii  I.  ;!-n  ir<  [ .•'.'nrjojl  , 

: , . - -'MV'  ! ' ‘iH  . 

, I'i]  .bnf.'.  l ^ 

: ni  iiiKiJ  ja.jr’UiTj'^'.y.t  moi) 

■-  ■■  hii,.  /Jii'U'  ). 

' ; il;;;-;  i,.  ':  < \'A  ••^1700591  Jf.'l'  j 

I/;  . ■iMf.ii  'ji!:  lo  ,T-;)  i/«nr 

,rf.''ji  ;i!  'jC  o) 

; .'r',  •-.  .'liCn  oviu'.vl 

.i-f,  '!<■  .iliUd  riiV,'  lud.!/)  ^idT 

j'ji  1 • itivwi  'u;'!  l‘iii  .dfui-'  '•  1u  1 

.•  ni  ifi.'ll  M j-J  7U  :jb»:n5 

prii  rufi  -■'‘j'l.loe:  viSii  r>  v<I , I 

7,  , , i ,rh  ■;  RV)  'jiijl'iffi '•  s{fl  ao  J'r^pq  '>v>nfcv 
. J ciiid'rH  II/  in  Mil  r .-iblqi.’M  ATIJ  >0 
:,  , 7 7-j;i!;v -r.  .•'.'pd  vH  .HDidbnl  P.'( nb  /' 

ri.i.  .<  .,;i  -boov  ibi.-  d!n;  hailTjW 

incvV  r-boov  ^!.f  ;^nidMrfpT(ic|  bfic  .biUMi 
(■;  ,VP  ' ■J-iiV:':*  ip  (.  ? 

- y / J I .7' h'  -• 'b  '!J  'Sui  lo  ii.'o! 

,7  : /iM.P.i.'  ;r,  rj. /V  - _i'7  . ■ ).-e>icu(;  anrd.-’.fiVi 

I , • I,.  .,  •!  j r/7;l  7l;'  bfl.  '..•ion  P'jIuU  . ovio'.'.'d 


*:>■  • ■_  i.i  I'  - .dUl‘ ‘fc  fpb-ist' 

-.V.  • f-PihiPJjtJS;')  feftv* 

■ /i  . ’ yl/  1.m;1  oil 

;/r.  I ' I '^kv/  b:ii; 

•;  '’tdl 

••)  n i ' R H ,il4  i'dlo 

Mil:-  ■■'Ali 

.-.fj  ri'i  -r  i.  jjr'.y'ibno  Jf-xuijU  ^fUijiKt 

;i  ' M' . cjt'  r'i  ' ! I.  . i' j iM  ,i'' I jj  •►J  br;  f> 

7;, i ' . j ■'.iiijiiTqp:ii!q.'  /’IbitjJVj  oi'>v/, 

;i  ,P  • -;i  ii.Tt-;pvi.}  li'j'i ' ■ biiE 

/ij  : b'.i  'rI'  *o  iJOiJ'"  A 

'i  fliiMT.'i  ,o.Lb  ' ''-'S  rnoil  'M'-y-f/  /yd? 

, i;r-  - cj  npvip 

■ ' .,  I’l'il.'lkDO  £1) ! >1 1-1  .ll,7  ip  fiJciib  pfid- 

tn  .M  l t3lp;  o\Zj  ,\  VfiU  .'-•■•..'•p-io'I  rii  9'>ti.ab 
:rj!;  ''i^sinoiq  odt  o3  fe30C}!ijla«n  Ji>Tnpi 

I'H  .i..'..onii'''n  3ui  Ip.  'JOjiiy  oih  incuf  // 

“I  jtnPrj  iflfi  '!'  !iOdv/-  i>n£  , ^uoicj  c bsiiil  bfifi 
il ; >tnov/  aid  .uuH  ^o)  aiorr-d  6a  h«fi 

' ’''.iiC'fd  t.'i  /^o!R  Jrlyi'j  He  af 

I i.-Mrf-.i  jd  1I4  V . i dii 

■ i ?p'i  odj  ll^r  ’^r'^' 

’•  A' dqid'.q  . - ' 'H  'J.i'ii  .bs  " .a'iH  « rJi-i-'c 

I brui  .luppiP  q .iul  aid  oj 

ix:  j Jii<i  ^tocarA  10  aofiutu^hi.n  It;  srinouaum 
iiv.-Of.;;'  ^n;-,.flO'ir.2  ,yqq'u'  c;i*?f^K*.o^lErn  oi 
.07  jiiiiHsjv/ ar^djc  lol  bon  .dSEa 

aid.  Lnr.  bjsri  ^£}  li  ♦RdliflSfiy 


iM.jKiiJiiqrRh'.tp  iv/lioi;  lifMl  n-  rll 

3137/  :)H-  Jiovv  ’if.HOtg?3piTq  ' fif fl bPmU >-M  MrIc 

.ultivini.,1  -yyl'/bnioft I 381.14  oJ 

IjoV,;  Hi  ni'vf  hn'u  01!  ^ ..H  .14  .'{•itlVjl  Ip  bvliiifi'i. 

. .f/ysil  111  bplh'ljTrr. 

.|>Mnc*i'  ii  I"  blub  '(Iri  ' I'd)  .‘51  Iri  - 

,o£  JnqA  ,;jiiud3niy‘‘I  iii.niv'd  «cv/  ..aiasnoicj 
pvi3/:ii  -.iri  Vo  iloorbft  oil)  fii  b'tlRD/.?!.)!)  tifl 
viH'  Jo  * oidHi  otnod  pirt  obr.m  ,|>inf.-.3r>Rbj 
//;/>'  fi.  7Ri)^  vn  j Im.'k  .d.Juaci  oshiti'Juoq^  od  ra>f 
~iv.>  '<d  ?^.;o7  ovfl-7Jni)V.'J  lo'd  .-Sijr.JH'jfioV 

yin(i'>i  f!0  hnii  .^ai-nifud  sliinjcoioui  udJ  ni  b'Jiijt;; 
K1.J77M00  nrfqob^f-  yi -.->x  u.'o;  jv lOi  *>d  liiHV  moil 
-i.'-fii  <07/  7ij  ( ft!  Joiiiaib  .'id!  lo  lirnoJsijb  lo 
ni.niod  ru</;  oii'.v.  .uop-nidoyl  . J 7itl4  3eil4  61  (k»m 
:i:  nblui-o  ori  on\d  /‘bt  j.nn  .oiiiO  .^lUdalbbiU 
oiodvR  Vf)  iHitj,!  odl  ,-H  ^ul^iynA  buf>  .-J  a-ih r.d!f 
. ► ' .Aio'i  w .i<  I'j  ioofba  111  fei 

;-3-.i3pu.';.'.  .tiu'rl  piionrA  >kit2IJ.J0D 

1.-6  '»  II  ' < ' ‘ii/oii'/lfUE  .ori.7  O'pm  miflSisH  lo  Jo?. 
•jfii  lo  ^bby  fr'rii  odl  iiioil  somkrI  a'.J'/baiii'Mj}  lol 
fcyyMti  buc  SRniao'dt  fitboEsq  il^l  oA  n bfu; 
lo^'uojl  15 'll  J ji'jbiofit  <?nt-uJK /'nq  Liti)  9ifl 

.'uoui-jii! -aidj  P.tipuboilni  ‘‘fUKit  yd 'sbolil 

. .no:r-%\^  dnov:  Jc  yyu.inriBq  boo{j  Idfnoa 

-lit  J <-7  '/  sriUafiH' gftuo'.( •?- 

-i  iibrti  .1  ;.7J.'biiom  .yulii  / io  ifJidad  oJ  r5Jk5 
■ 7),;  iM,  , 7-)-l.'iydl  es'//  br.'E  .vffkirioo^  bnB  '<iJ 
. |I  f .cnid  yioljd  ilrtii? . ‘Jdl 'wl 
,r:!  - ( m':  .•!!'  JB  ’^nilji.u’c  .73711  OyiUUliM  'odl 

,/nrui''i  oj  byiiiBui  ,^f9i  ,?'i  yfio(_  ,bnfi 

-.»im  I 7iij  . ' '<dq  liidi'Vo  .unub  :tin£l4  Id  lyldgoi'b  * 

. n-dlA  iWoHsa  7/3  boffiiohoq '‘^ded 

,i»'u>!3sli  lOlfetlioO  lo  i-ulloui  ydT  .twcoq  »dl  lo 

<u  iii-ifoo-nv/o  nil  Bftv/  .aoi.Pii  / lo.iicTanv;  * 

,?;U  b f.nioviq  oAT  . .701014  fiiWrtfii'4  }rn>bifJi4 
...  M MiTV  I oiani.7/)  dinfiS  bns  ninfiW-'-enrJsiill 
•3  vi'i/.o  Rfiifuoood  .allo^uftoBse/il^  uvoil  yiW 
d'  urj'i  lo  7197/  aunuO  sdJ  -.yoHcV  oonurBW  odl  m 

Jii'aozob 

Slav/  sir//  bfffi  Joy(<Jua  lOo  lo  y^r.niBni  sdl  oT  ' 

B t.iiii  xod  r)  owT  lev/ollol  e£  .noiblido  njod, 
-.sill  l>oib  od7/  .JilbG  rvonBlni  nt  bsib  odv/  (n«3 

nriot  yViv/  9fJl  Jb 

3/h  ; (Jripoo  boo7/  lo  lywifil  £ 

. iiuoagiU  10  Jnobleyi  £ .ilifilD  dqyeo|,  lo 
laid  -oaodw  ,,b«I  ,iy{Ju3  lo  insbigyi  s •:p'‘y  . 
jfu  30iq  saofiw  [him  .irbiiinftH  dt-nUBVl  ?iiA»EyU7/ 
■j'.un  odw  .iiaandO  .-nosntdoJuH  e6il4 
,y7Bho4  ni  gybigyi.  baB  .iynbioD  neV  ocmi  ofJJ 
aymBt  -iqttD  lo  yltv/  sriJ  .£iriJn-.p-  ;'(Jnuo.7 
.^ylsiidD  ijBStj  asbiiwi  tub//  • 

/io>i  yfJBJ  7-3«9[  lo  aliw  oth  .ooinnCd  ; >b 
1 lo  nsm  -eeaniand  b«&  JfiyrdiuPiq^S^ 

rni^tr  I-  *•  • A*.  ' . "^. 


440 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


friendship  was  constant  and  sincere.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  careful 
in  his  words  and  acts,  calm  in  his  demeanor,  in- 
telligent in  his  conclusions,  and  outspoken  in  his 
sentiments,  when  he  deemed  it  dnt}'  to  speak 
thus,  yet  always  mindful  lest  he  might  needlessly 
give  pain  or  offense.  Such  a character  was  not 
formed  hastily,  resembling  rather  the  oak  which 
is  the  growth  of  centuries.  In  the  death  of  an 
old  man,  whose  memory  is  retentix'e  and  pure, 
much  that  is  valuable  to  society  dies  with  him. 

A.  E.  Royce.  The  successful  career  of  this 
leading  business  man  and  capitalist,  who  now 
holds  the  position  of  president  of  the  Commercial 
Banking  Compan_\-,  of  Bowling  Green,  proves 
the  truth  of  the  old  saying,  “There  is  alwavs 
room  at  the  top. " The  story  of  the  lives  of  such 
men  can  not  too  often  be  told,  that  it  may  be- 
come an  incentive  to  others  whose  early  oppor- 
tunities were  no  greater,  and  whose  chances  for 
success  are  fully  equal  to  those  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Mr.  Royce  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
July  25,  1844  and  is  the  only  child  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Scammon  i Royce.  His  father 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  1823,  removing 
from  that  State  to  New  York,  and  thence  to 
H uron  county.  Ohio,  where  he  located  in  Fair- 
field  township.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  he 
spent  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1S71  he  located 
in  Bowling  Green,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1884.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Elisha  Royce, 
the  father  of  William,  was  a lumberman  in  New 
England,  but  after  removing  to  tiuron  county 
followed  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  at  an  advanced  age.  The  Royce 
family  are  of  Scotch  and  Irish  e.xtraction.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  w'as  born  in  Cayuga 
county,  N.  Y.,  November  23,  1824,  and  is  still 
living,  strong  in  body  and  mind.  She  makes  her 
home  in  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Royce  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Huron 
county,  attending  the  comnion  schools  and  work- 
ing on  his  grandfather’s  farm  in  his  leisure  hours, 
the  first  money  he  ever  earned  being  made  in  this 
way.  On  the  death  of  his  gramifather,  however, 
the  property  was  divided  among  the  heirs,  and  he 
was  thrown  out  of  employment.  He  was  then 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  with  the  few 
dollars  he  had  saved  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  to 
seek  em[)loyment  and  to  carve  out  his  fortune. 
He  began  in  a very  huml)le  way.  hiring  out  as  a 
common  laborer,  and  carry  ing  jilank  into  a chair 
factory  to  be  modeled  by  more  skillful  hands  into 


furniture,  receiving  for  this  work  seventy-five 
cents  per  day.  The  grit  and  pluck  of  his  sturd\- 
Scotch  ancestors  were  soon  manifested  in  this 
I y’OLing  lad,  for  he  made  himself  so  useful  that  at 
i the  end  of  ten  years  he  was  still  in  the  employ'  of 
' the  same  company,  but  no  longer  as  a common 
I laborer.  At  this  time  he  was  the  chief  engineer, 

’ at  a salary  of  $r  io  a month. 

I It  was  during  the  latter  part  of  his  services 
in  this  factory,  that  what  Mr.  Royce  regards  as 
the  most  important  event  in  his  life  occurred. 
Almost  every  evening  as  he  went  home  from 
work,  carrying  his  tin  dinner-pail,  he  would  meet 
upon  the  street  the  then  opulent  wholesale  grocer, 
Peter  Berdan,  returning  after  his  evening  meal  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  his  large  business, 
i The  quiet  demeanor  of  this  successful  merchant 
I attracted  the  attention  of  our  subject,  and  he 
’ philosophised  that  even  Mr.  Berdan  must  have 
I started  in  an  humble  manner,  and  concluded  that 
others  with  sufficient  tenacity  of  purpose  could 
: do  the  sanre.  Evening  after  evening  he  passed 
! the  old  merchant  in  his  regular  walk  to  the  store, 
and  gradually  Mr.  Roy'ce  formed  his  resolution  to 
i give  up  his  salary'  and  position,  and  start  in  busi- 
^ ness  for  himself.  Thus,  without  hau'ing  the 
i slightest  knowledge  of  it,  Mr.  Berdan  wielded  a 
! strong  influence  over  our  subject,  who  often 
' points  out  this  incident  as  an  illustration  of  the 
unconscious  power  each  individual  in  society 
! e.xerts  for  good  or  et'il  upon  the  younger  genera- 
! tion  around  him. 

I With  the  cotirage  of  his  convictions,  Mr. 
Royce  resigned  his  position,  and  with  ntoney  he 
had  saved  up,  purchased  a horse  and  '%vagon. 
made  his  own  harness,  and  began  business  as  a 
i huckster.  This  he  carried  on  in  Toledo,  then 
i removing  to  Bowling  Green,  where  he  rented  a 
: vacant  room  and  started  a grocery  store.  He 
hauled  his  entire  stock  of  goods,  about  $150 
worth,  from  Toledo  at  one  load,  in  his  one-horse 
wagon,  put  them  up  on  the  shelves  of  his  room 
at  night,  and  at  early  dawn  had  the  doors 
opened  to  customers.  Thus  the  first  great  step' 
; in  the  career  of  one  of  the  most  successful  men 
in  northern  Ohio  had  been  attained,  and  his  t'lr.st 
ambition,  which  was  to  have  a business  of  his 
own,  was  gratified.  It  was  on  a small  scale,  to 
be  sure,  but  from  this  humble  beginning  Mr. 

I Royce  has  built  up  a large  and  thiurishing  trade. 
As  his  means  increased  he  extended  his  opera- 
tions in  various  directions,  investing  largely  in 
property  in  Bowling  Green,  which  then  \illage 
he  foresaw  was  destined  to  become  a place  of 
‘ importance  in  trade  in  northern  Ohio,  especially 
' as  a grain  center.  He  sold  out  his  grocery  -;luck 
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ill  '1884.  Prior  to  this  he  had  embarked  in  the 
<;rain  business,  buying-  a car-load  of  corn,  had  it 
>hc!led  by  hand,  and  shipped  it  to  Toi'itogany  on 
iho  little  railroad  which  was  at  that  time  the  only 
one  running  tlnough  Bowling  Green.  He  was 
obliged  to  act  himself  as  fireman  in  order  to  get 
tliis  shipment  to  market  at  Toledo,  and  thus  may 
well  lay  claim  to  being  the  pioneer  grain  shipper 
of  that  section  of  the  county.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Koyce  built  a small  corn  crib,  which  was  after- 
ward converted  into  an  elevator,  run  bv  horse 
power,  which  he  operated  alone  for  some  years, 
finally  taking  in  as  a partner  Mr.  J.  J.  Coon,  of 
Toledo.  The  manner  in  w'hich  this  business  has 
succeeded  is  best  told  by  its  present  condition, 
this  firm  now  ovvning  two  large  elevators,  besides 
a mill  in  Bowling  Green,  and  a mill  in  each  of  the 
following  places:  Tontogany,  Custar,  Hoyt’s 

Corner,  North  Baltimore,  and  Dunbridge.  Mr. 
Koyce  has  entire  charge  of  the  business,  and  has 
enlarged  it  from  that  one  car-load  of  corn,  shelled 
by  hand,  to  i to  car-loads  per  week. 

Soon  after  selling  out  his  grocery  business,  in 
1885  Mr.  Royce  organized  the  banking  firm  of 
Ko3'ce,  Smith  Sc  Coon,  and  opened  a private 
bank  in  Bowling  Green,  which  was  re-organized 
in  1890,  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  as  a stock 
company  with  $100,000  capital.  This  is  one  of 
the  soundest  financial  institutions  in  Ohio,  and 
Mr.  Koyce  is  its  first  and  only  president.  He 
also  owned  the  second  oil  well  drilled  in^  this 
county,  but  finding  he  had  already  all  the  busi- 
ness he  could  attend  to,  he  soon  disposed  of  his 
interests  in  that  direction.  Fie  owns  a large 
amount  of  property  in  Bowling  Green,  and 
erected  what  is  known  as  the  Royce  Building. 

Our  subject  was  married  October  3 1 . 1867, 
to  Elizabeth  Curson,  who  died  in  1877.  One 
child  was  the  result  of  this  union,  .Maud,  who 
was  born  November  29,  1871,  and  is  the  wife  of 
F.  E.  Whitaker,  a merchant  of  Bowling  Green. 
The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Royce,  to  whom  he  was 
married  January  31,  1888,  was  Miss  Hattie 
Cargo,  and  they  have  one  chiKl  named  Ethel. 
Mr.  Royce  is  a Republican  in  politics,  but  in  local 
affairs  is  not  bound  by  party  lines,  voting  for  the 
men  he  considers  the  best  for  the  offices.  Social- 
ly he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum.,  and  is  prominent  in  all  pb.ilanthrojuc 
work  and  enterprises  wliich  have  for  their  object 
the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Hon.  Ashi;k  Cook  (deceased  was  born  in 
I-uzerne  county,  Penn.,  May  3,  1823.  in  early 
cfiildhood  he  came  with  his  [>arents  to  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  and  a few  years  later  moved  to 


1 

I^errvsburg,  in  Wood  county.  After  a few  years 
, residence  there,  the  family  removed  to  Chicago 
' (then  a mere  village),  but  not  liking  the  place 
i they  soon  returned  to  Perrysburg,  where  the  sub- 
j ject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  remainder  of  Ins 
I life.  The  journey  from  Chicago  to  IMrrysburg. 

1 about  250  miles,  was  overland,  and  Asher,  who 
! was  a mere  lad,  traveled  the  whole  distance  on 
I foot,  driving  a few  cattle,  which,  with  a team, 
i constituted  the  bulk  of  his  father’s  possessions, 
j The  father  was  a stone  mason  and  plasterer  b_\- 
occupation,  and  the  son  learned  and  followed  the 
I same  tjades  for  a short  time.  He  worked  as  a 
common  laborer  in  the  construction  of  the  Mad 
I River  railway  (now  the  Sanduskv  division  of  the 
: Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  & St.  Louis  rail- 

- wa}’) ; also  served  for  a time  as  a common  sailor 

- upon  the  lakes.  His  ambition  and  thirst  for 
' knowledge,  however,  soon  led  him  into  a higher 
I and  broader  sphere  of  usefulness.  Without 
1 means,  other  tiian  the  earnings  of  his  daily  labor, 

i he  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mon branches  of  learning,  as  well  as  several  of 
the  higher,  and  he  had  an  especial  liking  for  the 
j study  of  languages.  Vththout  the  benefit  of  a 
I college  training  he  was  able  to  read,  with  ease, 
j Latin,  French.  German  and  Spanish.  His  large 
private  library  contained  no  less  than  275  vol- 
umes in  those  languages,'  and  he  spoke  German 
and  French  almost  as  fluently  as  he  did  the 
English  language. 

Having  acquired  the  necessary  general  educa- 
tion, he  studied  law,  and  in  1 849  was  admitced  to 
’ the  bar.  In  the  practice  he  was  associated  with, 
and  pitted  against,  the  ablest  lawyers  in  north- 
: western  Ohio,  and  was  second  to  I'lOne  of  them 
j in  ability  and  knowledge  of  the  law.  The  late 
Chief  Justice  Waite  once  said  of  him;  “In 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  fundamentai 
' principles  of  law,  Asher  Cook  has  no  equal  in  the 
Maumee  \'allcy. ’’  Immediately  on  his  admission 
' to  the  bar,  our  subject  was  elected  prosecuting 
: attorney  of  his  county,  and  in  1852  was  elected 
' probate  judge. 

In  1853,  fudge  Cook  was  married  to  Miss 
•Amanda  Hall,  youngest  daughter  of  judge  Jairus 
Hall,  of  A’ermont.  She  died  during  the  cholera 
epidemic,  of  1854.  Soon  after  her  death  jud.gc 
Cook  went  to  Europe,  and  spent  a \car  in  stud\’ 
at  Paris  and  lleidelbcrg,  after  which  he  retnrneti 
I to  Perrysburg  and  resumed  the  practice  ot  hi'.\. 
t In  1858  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Hitch- 
cock, eklest  dmighter  id  W.  J.  IFlchcock.  then  a 
prominent  mi  ichanl  ot  Perr\sburg. 

In  politics,  fudge'  Cook  began  life  as  a Demo- 
. crat,  and  when  his  part\  became  (.livided  on  llie 
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Slavery  question,  he  cast  his  lot  with  that  branch 
of'it  known  as  the  “Free  Soil  Party.”  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  being  a member  of  the  Pittsburg 
Convention,  at  which  that  party,  as  a National 
organization,  had  its  birth.  Sevcial  months  be- 
fore the  Pittsburg  Convention,  a public  meeting 
was  held  at  Portage,  in  Wood  county,  at  which 
resolutions  were  adopted  embodying  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  the  Pittsburg  platform.  In  call- 
ing this  meeting,  and  in  framing  the  resolutions 
which  it  adopted.  Judge  Cook  was  the  leading 
spirit.  The  organization  formed  at  that  meeting 
is  claimed,  and  believed  to  have  been,  the  first  of 
the  local  organizations  out  of  which  sprang  the 
party  which  has  cut  so  large  a figure  in  American 
history.  At  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion,  Judge 
Cook  raised,  and  commanded  Company  C,  cist 
O.  V.  I.,  during  its  service  under  the  first  call  for 
volunteers,  and  commanded  his  company  at  the 
battle  of  Garrick’s  Ford  and  in  other  engagements. 
He  afteward  raised  and  commanded  Company  F, 
144th  O.  V.  L P'rom  1862  to  1S64  he  repre- 
sented Wood  and  Ottawa  counties  in  the  Fifty- 
fifth  General  Assembly  of  Ohio.  He  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  which  nominated  Gen. 
Grant  for  the  Presidency  in  iS68.  In  1873  he 
was  elected  to  the  Convention  to  revise  the  State 
Constitution,  and  was  made  chairman  of  its  com- 
mittee on  education.  He  showed  marked  ability 
in  the  deliberations  and  debates  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  was  recognized  as  among  the  best  con- 
stitutional lawyers  in  that  body  of  able  men. 

Throughout  his  professional  and  political  ca- 
reer, Judge  Cook’s  great  ability,  his  unquestion- 
able integrity,  his  genial  courtesy  and  fairness 
won  for  him  the  profound  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  associates  and  competitors.  Fond  of 
travel,  he  in  1879  spent  a year  traveling  with  his 
wife  over  Great  Britain  and  Continental  Europe, 
and  in  1883  he  did  the  same,  e.xtending  his  trav- 
els to  Egypt  and  Palestine.  As  a Free  Mason  he 
was  active  and  prominent,  and  in  his  daily  life 
exemplified  all  that  is  best  in  the  doctrines  and 
teachings  of  the  Order.  His  domestic  and  social 
life  was  full  of  tenderness  and  sympathy  for 
others,  and  filled  with  unostentatious  acts  of 
charity  which  were  known  at  the  time  only  to 
himself  and  the  recipients  of  his  bountv.  He 
continued  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
until  liis  death,  which  occurred  ]anuary  1,  1892. 

W.  M.  Richak'I),  one  of  the  prosiierous  farm- 
ers of  Perr)'  township,  is  a descendant  of  that 
old  pioneer  family  of  Jacob  Richard,  who  came 
from  Ashland  ccuint)’,  Ohio,  to  W'ood  count}'  in 


1851.  That  gentleman  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  and  his  parents  were  John  and  Cath- 
erine Richard.  In  Eagleville,  tins  count}',  he 
was  born  July  13,  1857,  and  after  completing 
his  education  at  Pleasant  Grove  school  in  Perrv 
township,  he  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  culti\'a- 
tion  of  the  old  homestead.  There  his  first  ideas 
of  farming  were  obtained  under  the  able  direc- 
tion of  his  father,  and  after  the  latter’s  death  he 
took  entire  charge  of  the  place,  which  he  now 
owns  and  operates. 

After  the  removal  of  his  widowed  mother  to 
Bloomdaie,  where  she  now  resides,  .Mr.  Richard 
kept  “ bach”  for  several  years;  but  on  April  22, 
1894,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Mrs.  .\Iice 
Black,  widow  of  Lafayette  Black,  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Charity  ( Reigle  } Sherwood.  She  was 
born  in  WA’andot  county.  Ohio,  July  29,  iStb, 
and  by  her  former  marriage  lias  one  child — May, 
born  January  9,  1880. 

Mr.  Richard  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
life  work,  and  his  neat  farm  shows  the  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  is  an  unassuming 
gentleman  of  excellent  character,  upright  and 
honorable  in  all  things.  He  is  a member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  at  Eagleville, 
as  are  also  his  wife  and  daughters,  and  he  uni- 
^ formly  supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
; party.  On  the  ist  of  March,  1889,  he  met  witlr 
quite  an  accident  while  sawing  wood,  losing 
three  of  the  fingers  off  his  right  hand,  and,  al- 
though handicapped  to  some  extent,  he  has  be- 
come able  to  perform  almost  all  kinds  of  farm 
labor. 

H.\rmon  Swerlein,  an  enterprising  young  ag- 
riculturist, residing  near  M'eston,  was  born  in 
Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  September  26,  1857,  a 
son  of  John  and  Theresa  Swerlein,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  and  pioneer  settlers  of  M'yandot 
county.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  and 
worked  upon  his  father’s  farm  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  In  1S80  he  bought  a farm  of  13' 
acres,  partly  in  WTston  township  and  partly  in 
Grand  Rapids,  which  he  has  improved,  remodel- 
, ing  the  house  and  barns,  and  cultivating  the  land 
' after  the  most  a[tproved  methods. 

In  1879  he  w.is  married  to  Mis^,  Ellen  Speck, 
of  Wyandot  county,  who  was  born  .April  27, 

1852,  in  New  Pittsburg,  Wayne  Co..  Ohio, 
the  only  child  of  John  and  Ann  Speck,  who  wore 
born  in  (.'hambersburg,  Penn.,  the  former  of 

: whom  died  in  iS6<),  the  latter  in  1S39.  .Mrs. 

Ellen  Swerlein  was  a student  of  1 leidelberg  Col- 
i lege,  and  for  many  years  a prominent  teacher  o( 
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Wyandot  and  Seneca  counties.  Our  subject  and 
v.iie  have  no  children.  Mr.  Svverlein's  industry, 
inii'crits'  and  j:,n>od  sense  have  secured  to  him,  in 
ill  unusual  degree,  the  respect  of  his  community. 
In  |)()litics  he  is  a Democrat. 

WiF.LARO  V.  Way.  We  quote  from  the  ad- 
dress of  D.  K.  Hollenbeck,  Esq, , delivered  at  the 
detiication  of  the  Way  Library  and  its  presenta- 
liun  to  the  people  of  Perr}’sburg,  November  23, 
1,392  ifand  from  which  this  sketch  is  taken),  our 
subject  being  the  donor,  and  to  whom  reference 
IS  made: 

• ‘ W^e  are  now  met  to  call  to  remembrance  the 
.acts,  and  in  a fitting  manner  to  do  honor  to  the 
name  of  another,  whom  I believe  I am  fully  justi- 
fied, in  the  words  of  the  poet,  in  designating  as 
‘One  of  the  few,  the  immortal  names,  that  were 
not  born  to  die.’  I feel  that  upon  us,  as  resi- 
dents of  this  village  by  reason  of  the  benefits 
and  advantages,  which  do,  and  will,  accrue  to  us 
jiersonally  in  this  instance  as  the  ‘ favored  few,’ 
is  imposed  the  duty,  and  to  us  is  granted  the 
pleasure  and  opportunity  of  recognizing  in  a be- 
fitting manner,  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  our 
village  has  ever  known,  and  ‘ one  whom  we  should 
delight  to  honor;’  and  it  has  been  deemed  quite 
proper  and  appropriate  that  at  the  time  of  trans- 
ferring this  building  to  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
council  of  this  village,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
whose  citizens  it  has  been  provided,  some  record 
be  made  of  its  origin  and  present  condition,  and 
also  that  proper  recognition  be  awarded  to  him 
whose  generosity  has  conferred  upon  the  present 
and  future  residents  of  our  village  this  library 
building,  the  several  thousand  volumes  of  books 
already  provided  and  to  be  placed  therein,  and  the 
many  thousand  more  of  volumes  which  as  time 
[)asses  will  find  places  on  these  shelves. 

“Willard  V.  W'ay  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  August  3,  uSoy.  His  father, 
Samuel  W'ay,  was  a farmer  in  very  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  early  life  of  the  son  was 
spent  on  the  farm,  he  periodically  attending  the 
country  schools,  such  as  they  were  at  that  earl\' 
)iate,  as  his  condition  of  health  would  permit  'he 
>n  his  young  days  suffered  from  ill  healthi.  Be- 
fore reaching  his  majorit}',  the  family  were  fully 
convinced  of  the  fact  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
u>tru  a livelihood,  and  his  attention  was  turne<l  to 
Fiffpiiring  an  education,  hoping  that  by  his  head, 
'O  to  speak,  he  might  be  enabled  to  accomplish 
*f'-it  \^hich  he  was  precluded  from  doing  witli  his 
f'ands.  After  taking  a piaqiaratory  cour.se  in 
Hardwick  Academy,  one  of  the  popular  educa- 
bona!  institutions  of  its  class  of  that  day,  at  the 


■ age  of  twenty-three,  he  entered  Union  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  due  course,  after  be- 
ing subjected  to  many  p>rivacions  and  hardsh.ips  in 
providing  the  means  for  his  college  expenses, 
made  necessar}'  by  reason  of  his  father's  limited 
means.  His  case  is  but  another  one  of  the  niany 
; thousands  in  proof  of  tfieold  but  true  saying  that, 

’ ‘ where  there’s  a wall  there's  a way.’  Cbi  leaving 
I college  Mr.  Way  entered  the  law  office  of  Bangs 
ifc  Idaskell  in  the  village  of  LeRoy,  in  the  State 
I of  New  York,  but  his  legal  studies  were  com- 
; pleted  in  the  office  of  Payne  A W'ilson,  in  Paines- 
I ville,  Ohio,  and  he  was  admitted  to  pra.ctice  in 
i this  State  in  1832,  from  which  date  he  soon  be- 
: came  and  was  widely  known  as  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  that  most  honorable  profession.  After 
1 having  been  thus  admitted,  and  after  having  trav- 
; eled  over  several  of  what  were  then  known  as  the 
‘ WYstern  States,’  Ohio  included,  in  search  of  a 
location,  in  1832,  he  settled  in  Perrysburg,  no 
doubt  to  a greater  or  less  extent  drawn  hither  by 
the  beautiful  location  of  the  village  on  the  banks 
of  the  beautiful  river  now  so  aptly  and  appropri- 
ately called,  the  ‘ Hudson  of  the  West;’  and  here 
he  remained  until  his  death,  and  he  now  sleeps 
in  the  cemetery  at  the  foot  of  the  granite  shaft 
erected  to  designate  his  resting-place  to  future 
generations. 

“Soon  after  his  location  in  Perrysburg,  Mr. 
Way  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Hodgm,  then 
living  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. , who  survived  him  until 
September  20.  1892,  when  she  departed  this  life 
at  )ilansfield,  in  this  State,  at  the  age  of  eight\'- 
five  years.  Several  years  since,  after  her  re- 
mor’al  to  Mansfield,  as  the  result  of  a fall.  Mrs. 
Way  became  and  remained  almost  helpless,  and 
a great  sufferer  until  her  final  departure,  and  she 
is  now  at  rest  beside  her  husband — 

Sleeiiina,'  tlu'  slet-p  ihat  knows  not  hreakinj, 

Morn  of  toil,  nt;r  nigl'.t  of  wakin>r. 

“ If  there  are  any  who  were  living  in  this  \ icin- 
ity  at  the  time  of  Mr.  W’ay’s  location  here,  we 
need  not  remind  them  that  those  were  • pinch- 
ing times,’  and  Mr.  Way  was  obliged,  with  the 
other  pioneers  of  this  then  comparatively  new 
cotintry,  to  endure  all  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  that  early  tlay,  and  in  the  years 
immediateU'  following,  as  the  occasions  were 
presented,  like  some  of  his  cotemporaries  who 
thought  a position  of  affluence  would  thereby 
sooner  be  attained,  than  by  a strict  attention  to 
the  business  of  his  chosen  profession,  he  was 
lured  into  the  whirlpool  of  speculation,  and  tor 
the  time  being,  tinanciall}'  ruined.  Pan  ne 
•would  not  down.’  His  reverses  seemed  bur 
to  incite  him  to  more  vigorous  action,  and  to 
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create  in  him  a more  settled  purpose  and  firm 
determination  to  recover  the  ground  he  had  thus 
lost,  and  to  attiiin  that  position  for  which  he  had  i 
been  striving;  and,  as  the  result  of  after  years  of 
toil,  privations  and  hardships,  he  found  himself 
in  independent  circumstances,  and  we.  his  friends 
and  neighbors,  now  know  that  all  his  labors  and 
self-denials  were  not  alone  to  accumulate  means  I 
for  his  own  self-gratification,  but,  as  \vell,  to  ad- 
vance our  interests  individually,  as  the  interests 
of  our  village.  Mr.  Way's  attachment  for  the 
home  of  his  adoption  seems  never  to  have  weak- 
ened or  wavered,  and  the  time  that  elapsed  be- 
tween the  date  of  the  e.xecution  of  his  will  and 
the  date  of  his  death  shows  conclusively  that  the 
final  disposition  of  his  estate  was  not  the  result 
of  ail}'  hasty  conclusion,  but  rather  made  after 
calm  and  mature  deliberation.  If,  in  the  words 
of  another,  I was  asked — 

nrciuhfs  tfiere  man  witli  m)u1  so  dt-ad, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  .s.iid. 

This  is  my  own,  my  nati\’e  lanil?-- 

I would  answer,  possibly  there  does,  but  I am 
certain  that,  in  the  light  of  recent  events,  }ou 
would  unite  with  me  in  the  earnest  protest  that 
Mr.  \Va}'  was  imbued  with  an  entirely  different 
spirit. 

" Mr.  Way  was  a strictly  honest  man.  and 
withal  prudent  and  economical,  and,  while  living, 
was  sometimes  charged  b}’  his  more  inconsiderate 
friends  and  fellow  citizens  with  being  inclined  to 
carry  his  ideas  of  economy,  at  least  in  public 
matters,  to  that  extreme,  that  the  work  in  hand 
was  sometimes  weakened,  rather  than  profited  by 
bv  his  suggestions.  Hovve\'er,  when  one  calls  to 
mind  the  circumstances  surrounding  him  in  the 
early  years  of  his  residence  in  our  village,  and  the 
struggles  he  then  passed  through,  I think  his 
peculiarity  in  this  regard  is  very  easily  and  satis- 
factorily accoui'ted  for,  and  subseciuent  events 
lead  me  to  say  that  Mr.  \\My  was  evidently 
misjudged. 

“ Willard  Way  departed  this  life  on  Au- 
gust 25,  1875,  now  more  than  seventeen  years 
since,  leaving  a Last  Will  and  I'estament.  with 
the  conditions  of  which,  no  doubt,  you  are  all 
more  or  less  familiar.  After  making  certain  be- 
quests amounting  in  the  'aggregate  to  over 
000.00,  by  the  hth  item  in  his  will  Mr.  Way  di;- 
vises  and  bequeaths  to  this  village  all  the  remain- 
der of  his  estate  (except  what  is  gi\en  f<m  a j)ub- 
lic  park),  to  he  use<l  in  establishing  a public 
library  in  this  village  for  the  use  ot  its  mhabil.ints 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  preseribi d !>_\ 
the  council  of  the  village,  subject  to  the  follouing 
conditions;  $15,000.00  of  his  est.ite  ■^hall  be  iti- 


vested  in  safe  public  interest-bearing  securities, 
to  remain  a perpetual  fund  belonging  to  said  vil- 
lage, the  interest  of  w'hich,  only,  is  to  be  used  in 
the  purchase  of  books  and  works  properly  belong- 
ing to  a public  library.  The  remainder  of  the 
bequest  for  the  use  of  a public  library  may  be 
used  as  the  council  of  ssiid  village  may  deem  most 
for  the  interest  of  the  library  in  the  purchase  of  a 
lot,  and  erection  of  a suitable  building  for  the  li- 
brary and  literary  halls,  and  purchase  of  books, 
and  for  no  other  purpose.  It  was  to  give  effect 
to  the  conditions  in  this  latter  clause  that  the 
council, -on  I'\Iarch  25,  1890,  requested  the  exec- 
utors to  purchase  a site  and  erect  a library  build- 
ing thereon,  and  that  duty  having  been  perform- 
ed, it  now  remains  for  them,  and  becomes  their 
duty,  to  give  some  account  of  their  stewardshijj. 

“ l\Ir.  Way  also  left  $5,000,  the  interest  of 
which  to  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a 
scholar  to  any  college  he  may  choose,  the  scholar, 
to  receive  the  benefits,  to  be  the  one  from  the 
graduating  class  of  the  Perrysburg  High  School 
standing  the  highest  every  fourth  year.  In  poli- 
tics, Mr.  WMy  was  a Democrat,  and  in  his  younger 
life  he  took  quite  an  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
At  one  time  he  served  the  people  of  the  county  as 
prosecuting  attorney. 

“ For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  tvas  a 
confirmed  invalid,  and  suffered  great!}',  although 
during  those  latter  x'ears  he  traveled  a great  deal, 
searching  for  some  relief  or  specific  whereby  the 
hand  of  death  might  possibly  be  sta}ed  • yet  a 
little  longer. 

L.  C.  Cole,  of  Rowling  Green,  who  has 
more  than  a local  reputation  as  a lawyer,  orator, 
politician,  'and  business  man.  is  a descendant  of 
an  old  English  family,  the  American  branch  be- 
ing traced  to  three  brothers — Joshua,  Elijah  and 
Ezekieb  -who  came  over  to  Mar}'land  in  the 
time  of  Lord  Baltimore.  They  were  Baptists  in 
faith,  and  did  not  remain  in  that  colony  during 
the  struggles  wdiich  resulted  in  religious  tolera- 
tion, but  went  to  other  sections,  one  to  New 
England,  one  to  \'irginia,  where  his  descendants 
still  live,  and  the  other,  the  ancestor  of  L.  C. 
Cole,  to  Washington  count}',  Penn.,  whence. 
the  counti'}’  developed,  later  generations  came 
West,  settling  in  Ohio. 

Thomas  Cole,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1808,  in  Jefferson  county.  Ohio,  where 
lie  spent  his  life  in  agricultural  [lursiiits.  and 
died  in  1859.  He  marrieil  Miss  M.u\  |ackman. 
a native  of  the  same  count}',  born  in  1814,  who 
survi\ed  him  inan\'  years,  dying  in  1882.  b'eair 
children  were  born  to  them:  Caroline,  who  mar- 


.. 

ill 


I J] 

M'RO  ^tv?50^  aocr# 

r-%- 


"•A\f 


;.i^  ^ ki 


«?: 


4i> 


.|,v  l-„:e  ni  I ,"“)’^^,,^,;„i  ,,,„  I bat  0.)  lK.tv^  »t  <«>ili»oq  >«rt>  «i“J»»  »?  !>''*  ■>«> 


Ml 


jili  ti 


llozniid  b^fJ^>^  .eqlri^-bir.il  bns  aitoii/jvaq  ,uoj 
ebrrjni  ai»i  ,av/  bnc  .aoDnckfUuatb  4fu4?n  tq3l«i  nt 
bn/;  ziadr.l  «W  il«  ir-flJ  vonil  '/^oa  '>«? 

aofiorn  Mcbmoooe  oi  auoln  Joa  yiow  elfeinofa*))^ 
-be  or.lbv#  8fl  »>r»U  nwo  e<n  iq? 

ajsyiajni  oil4  fefi  .'{Uiiobiyibtn  iJz9ioJni  laq  wnAy. 
*»{)!  io!  av.cV/  .iM  too  lo 

-jtfiy’w  ;>y«ii  of  1p^-»n  amai/*  aenJqobc  siii  lo  rfniort 
-9<J  3/;rf4  ymiJ  sHt  bne  .boiavcv/ lo  bauo 

b'jiH  {1’w  Viil  k‘.,rtol3undy.3  oril  lo  oJ^^b  yrfl  riaa.wj 
diJr  fadl  '(lovr^abju/o  av/ods  dlKob  aid  lo  ;^)cb  onj 
myth  iol  aniernsT  7/o«t  Ji  M f 4lu«SfS  ra/lJ  ion  yx'it  eid  lo  noj}i«<M}eib  Uftd. 

I jomodor  ymos  y /i§  ol  ,v>b  i viJli/  itidJ/ir; liul  .nmaubnOt)  •()a//iI,  \tiiA  lo 

j?  ibl  viiV^  Sw '**  • I .IT  .nbh/nt^il»b  aioJeni  boJpmlp 

ityl  .)<ii>  v>/  . j>..  aew  1 .lodloBftlo 


.*.1  tbMi  '(u.-nl.t  oilt-Ji/M  »>  lo  osu  arh  to]  Jaoupsd 

jnt.ui*inuo!.-(/^(n  buvato  lionwo  ydJ  sR  bo«i> 

.-  ii , ■■iSKtIO'iiiq -»d5  iiivitniiil  9fi3  lo  }f*.Oi-din  odJ  lol  ^ 
-if  -nil  -lot  t.  )o  noil  ■/oxn-bm:, lot  ^ 

,?-/loo  J lo  1)0;/  ,afl/3[i  '^i/nolil  bfifl  y,1ind  ^ 

iraHa  &/tu  oJ  a/iv/  jI  .oaoquiq  larllo  on  lol  bn/;.  ' 
arii  Jiid'  asordo  to1u.1  cjill  nj  ^'noilibnoD  qdt  ol  | 
-DO/n  eifJ  b •■’ft'.tnpo-'  .oq^i  rbi/sW  no  ,Iionuo3  j 
.hlin*krtJiKl.'l  n tosio  fin/;  oli«  £ aarnl’/ioq  ol  siolb  ' 
.fmv.l-ioq  naod  g.'ilvcd  y.iMf>  Indl  b/ui  .nootodl  ^nl  t 

fcftm  >->3(J  biut  .rnoih  tol  amernyi  7/oa  Ji  ,b4  f 

Ap(b,bt'-  ifoib  I'otll  lo 
)o  ydl  ,ooo 


V.  f ^<n-,qy.‘i  odl  vflVlob  oJ  h02:J  9<1  oJ  doihV 
,.i(  LirodJ  .‘jaooilo  Vi'.fft  yd  o’/oHoox*''^  ol  ir.lod  i/- 


’ M>.i‘  il.t  il  tiyswirt  oi 

Utnul  •t7i>i;i^v/rt'\n#u  nn  w zirtT 


v.t  Mfo-j)  y/io  oiil  od  01  .iijrtonod  ydl  y'/lOoot  q.i  i ... u/nui " 

i..orj.<  rlgiH  odi  lO  b(7ow  \ 


.,;vnt-.v/  Kul  m btie  ,3i.T>orn.,(I  n as  r ff,  //  . , - ^ . j.rrtmn  jaamsy  odl  ni  orn  riliV/  oliOO-  tiuok 


•"■■ ; . ^ . St-  -Inida 

yjn:  od  .i.eab  ad  c.)  .ohq  nan  tK(4jd>«n'':  '“nod  V.!',  ' 

d-iijt'djiK  vd/iyrg  bfiB  .bil/rmi  bannrtnqq 


,1'i'ii 

iifj 
I.  1 .' 


jtiM;/ £ hot-?7;nJ  3fl  ai£3V  tylird  osorfl  ^.ribiib 
!.,i->dv/  oiii'asqa  biiof  to) 

• t >3/1- -18  ad  vfdisaoq  Iriglrn  dlc'^b  lo 

• " " ' .la^rsolbfilTI 


yfidv/  .bns  .l«Di/ndfioDt»  ba«  irvabuKi  IfifIJiw 
Si^j/tioldiauooni  aiorn  gid  'C^  ba^i^do  tamUan*# 
rij'  bonibni  pnbd  dJivrt»flflsiio  ^ bnfi  abnsnl 
' ofldi/q  ni  ig£al  l£  .^monoDa  lo  aKabi.  aid 
: h.nj*.d  ni  dtov/  adi  iiidl  ,.amanl-/a  Indl  oJ  .a->aJ)«ai| 
'^tl  baJftotq  ni;dnodl£i  .feana^^aov/  abunilarti^^w 
t>4  allRO  ana  nad’W!  .lavav/.oH  .?:noi}aa330a  aj(l|j-Xd 


<)h  ni  iitij.l /u.V'^  cl  'jovo  airi£.">  odw—faijfyH^ 

,M  gjaiJMiiH  ata-/.-  vi/dT  .atontfil/ja  btoJ  lo  arn.l  i 
.^nhub  /notoo  lAdJ  ttf  iiisfoa'i  Ion  bib  b«K  ifitmt  | 
^rnrdol  ftMoqjdyj  rii  baltjiasi.  rioid’/?  sdl  : 

vr»7i  fd  ano  .atiorloaa  ladlo  oi  i«»w  Jud  .noid 

kjfifii>nr^=-r>h  hid  aiadw  ,B!nipi}V  o3  ano 


-sji/si'  i*ri£  yiiaua  vp/,  cuu  v“'  t 

pfHSV'j  itiaupasdni  bfifi  .lol  balawqoos  yinoi^ 
/fjffjldva  ?J5W  'i(bV/  -iM  Ifirii 

V .baigbo^^irtli 

-iiA  no  alU  Sfdi  baJu;<i[ab  '{bW  Y InBriiV/^^* 

ngoino'/'ali' '^J«dl  atom  ^'«on  ,2^8i  ,2S,12M8  ^ 

dii7/  .inainulzaT  btt/^fliV/  lefiJi  a gntvfiol  .ooniav/,^ 


,„«|....-.x,b  «d  »«d»  .niinsniV  o)  »no  ,|  V 

.■>  J lo  -.rn^jof  -.dJ  ,ial.o  .laliniMtnal’iojTom 

4B  .Mn3d»  ,.nn!il  .xrniino  ‘ ! . .ij  Vavo'  0 »d)  ni  s<!iJoi;om%IS|®(. 

nrnns  snoitwonss  »>nl  ; . A ,-(oV/ .iW  tfi » 

o.fivv  jtosidus  ntio  lo  ladlfil  odJ  ,aloD  ftan/oriT 

_ I ni  fkifii  ftt  r 


tnadw  .oidG  .vitiMoo  nosiaflal.  ni  .IBtoBi  «i  mo” 
bfjG  .eiioatnq  UiulIiioi-rgB  fit  »lil  ^.V 

,n/;mjio£(.  bairfiim  oH  .QaS»'  n»  boib 

odv/  .^iHi  ni  mod  .'cUifloo  adJ  |o  aviJsii  c 
TMo'l  .*.88 1 ni  ?nlixb 

-tiim  odv/  .anitoifiO  :moriJ  ct  mod  ocrtblido 


-»DvyU^»  >»»'*  (M  •w-.'*  1.-T  • V 

.nii.rim  adl  Hm  agolfiy  feldi  6l  adiwyopd  bnfl.tt^'i 
.dmi  J5 1^1  na  /»^  *T  iitjdW  iqao/.n)  alsiao  aid  >o  tab  ] 
aUdoq'  B ■’inUUUdjclp  ni  ba^  oi 
Blftpjdfnlin'^aliW^ito  aq/sliiV  fidl  ni  yitidil, 

nyd  bifdiiDaoiq  sd  ’(fi/ii  anoJlclws^  dbO*  labntf 
jfrtiv^lol’^^J'  01  ioo^iie  .a>j6|iiy  odJ  lo  liynuoa  odJ 
-fli-ad  ileria  aJKlair 4pl  ^ do  .000 ,'ii  i f : adoillbwoa 


i 7 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


445 


I'icd  I.  J.  Jackman,  of  Wellsville:  L.  C.,  vvliose  i 
ji.unc  introduces  this  sketch;  Isaac,  wiro  died  at  ' 
the  a<;e  of  fourteen;  an<i  EH.^abeth,  the  wife  of  j 
\V,  p.  Cooper,  of  Wellsviiie. 

d'he  subject  of  this  sketch  first  saw  the  liglit 
St;pteinber  14,  1849,  and  grew  to  manhood  at 
the  old  home  in  Jefferson  county.  He  attended 
cullege  at  Mount  Union  and  Richmond,  and 
.ifterward  read  law  with  Judge  Robert  Martin,  of 
Steubenville,  Ohio.  In  1872,  at  Newark,  Ohio, 

1)0  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  from  June,  1S73,  to  .\pril,  1887, 
when  he  came  to  Bowling  Green.  His  abilit}' 
soon  won  him  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Massillon,  and  he  was  elected  to  various  impor- 
tant official  positions.  From  1S75  to  1880,  he 
was  city  solicitor  until  his  election  in  1884  to  the 
State  Legislature,  in  Stark  county,  where  he 
served  two  terms.  Being  an  inlluential  and  out- 
spoken Democrat,  his  side  of  the  House  nomi- 
nated him  for  Speaker,  and  came  within  one  \’ote 
of  electing  him. 

Having  become  interested  in  the  Bowling- 
Green  Glass  Co.,  Mr.  Cole  decided  to  locate 
there,  the  better  to  look  after  that  and  other 
business  enterprises.  The  glass  factory  burned 
down  in  1S91,  and  as  the  gas  was  e.xhausted  in 
that  vicinity  the  company  did  not  rebuild.  Mr. 
Cole  is  at  present  president  of  the  Swayzee  Glass  ■ 
Co.,  at  Swayzee,  Ind.,  and  looks  after  the  finan- 
cial interests  of  that  concern.  He  is  a director  ! 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Bowling  Greeii, 
and  a member  of  several  leading  oil  companies, 
operating  in  Wood  county  and  in  Tennessee. 
Aside  from  his  prominence  in  business  and  ’pro- 
fessional circles,  Mr.  Cole  is  an  enthusiastic  . 
Democrat,  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  ' 
affairs,  in  which  his  intluence  as  0 leader  in  that  , 
party  is  widely  recognized.  He  was  a member 
and  secretary  of  the  State  Central  Committee  ; 
six  years;  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  j 
four  years,  and  secretary  of  the  same  during  the 
memorable  campaign  of  McKinlev  ami  Campbell, 
m 1891.  Beinc  urged  by  his  political  friends  to 
permit  himself  to  be  nominated  for  probate  judge 
of  Wood  county,  in  1S94,  he  consented  unwill- 
ingly on  his  p;irt,  on  account  of  the  extent  of  his 
I'rivate  business — but  at  tfie  election,  thougli 
running  well  ahead  of  his  ticket,  he  was  defeated. 
Socially,  Mr.  Cole  is  a member  of  the  1'.  (S:  .A.  M., 
Drder  of  Elks,  Ixnights  of  the  Maccabees,  Royal 
Arcanum  ami  R.  of  P.  In  religious  faith  he  and 
lbs  familv  are  members  and  active  workers  in  the 
•''‘b  i'U  Church. 

In  his  amiable  ami  cultured  wife,  formerly 


Miss  ivlartha  J.  Douglass,  to  w'hom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1872,  Mr.  Cole  has  a true  helpmeet.  She 
w’as  born  in  i S49,  in  Richmond,  Ohio,  where 
they  were  fellow'  students,  and  where  they  formed 
an  attachment  in  which  intellect  as  well  as  heart 
found  congenial  companionship.  Tlrey  have  had 
two  children,  Tom  D.  (aged  sixteen;  and  Nellie  S., 
the  latter  of  w’horn  dicil  in  June,  1895,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen.  Mrs.  Cole  is  the  daughter  of  Thomp- 
son and  Rebecca  Doughercy)  Douglass,  rhe 
former  of  whom  was  born  at  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
and  was  a son  of  Robert  Douglass,  a native  of 
Scotland,  and,  on  his  mother's  side,  a direct 
descendant  of  the  Stuarts.  Thompson  Douglass 
was  thrice  married,  first  time  to  Martha  John- 
son, by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Emery  P}!e, 
i w'ho  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 
' in  the  army.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Douglass 
- was  Rebecca  Dougherty,  who  bore  him  six  chil- 
I dren;  Leonidas,  wdio  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  died  of  sickness  in 
' 1862;  Homer,  deceased  in  1S81;  Martha  J.  ('Mrs. 

I Cole);  Mar\',  who.  died  in  1S82;  Theodore,  li\-mg 
j at  the  old  home  in  Richmond,  Ohio;  and  Ida, 

' wife  of  G.  McIntyre,  a farmer  of  Carroll  count\. 

Ohio.  The  third  wdfe  of  Thompson  Douglass 
I was  Emeline  Wallace,  now  his  wadow,  and  still 
’ living  at  the  old  home. 

Mr.  Cole  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Wood  county,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  prosperous.  His  fame 
as  an  erudite  and  accomplished  scholar,  a ripe 
law'yer,  a brilliant  orator  and  a close  student  of 
political  economy,  is  not  confined  to  the  citv  of 
his  adoption,  but  extends  throughout  the  entire 
county,  and  even  far  beyond  its  limits. 

J.vcon  Rich.ard,  deceased.  Between  1740 
and  1750  two  distinguished  families  came  from 
Europe  and  settled  in  southern  and  southeast- 
ern Pennsylvania — the  paternal  ancestors  from 
Germany,  the  maternal  from  Switzerland.  l loe- 
ing  from  ojrpression  and  persecution  in  the  Idi- 
therland,  they  sought  homes  and  hap[''inoss  iir 
the  New  World,  where  some  of  them  joined 
their  destinies  in  business  and  marital  relations. 

Jacob  Richard  was  born  July  31,  1803,  near 
Pleasant  Unity,  Unit\-  townshiii.  Westmorel.ind 
Co.,  Penn.,  ttie  secmid  child  but  first  son  of  j 'ln'' 
and  Mary  (Poorman)  Richard.  His  grandpar- 
ents wt'te  Jacob  and  Polly  (^Radebaugh)  Richard, 
both  of  whom  were  residents  of  I'rat'.kliu  county . 
His  grandfather  was  married  live  limes,  am!  had 
children  b)  tour  of  liis  waxes,  d iie  old  home- 
stead was  in  Letterkenny  townsliip,  I'r.inkim 
county,  and  is  (juite  fidly  described  in  the  pulklic 


;.i  i 

-T  I.  'U*  ^ 

, I 

..  ’ I*  '• 

>1 

V • ' _ » 


■ u 

\ » : t J 


I 

1 , , I 

I *>•- 

I Uii. 


",C»\UO 


,.  :■,  ' li.v  or 

- - '' 

,,  .iv).  f.  i-'i  -i-vW,  t"  ■ • ■•■  • •'■'■,  '* 

>T^i'  '•'  n i:;  ,-.m)i.!'!'-‘  ■ • ;v'|  0‘r.>V/  70J)J 

, I’  .i . ■ ;•  . ; , 1 :t 


16  .f!c it)>b/;|  ( 

]r  ( o-'li  ofi-//  ..-.f  t M' ?iril  r ■•tubciJtjl‘y>riUii 
V.  '.ib/  'yfll 


. , I ■ : ►'ii i! ;/l  j '"'■  '< J 


;'i.  ' 


1 ^ f ' 

-vi; 

.'■.//  *'  '■ 

•:oJ  i'  1 

t • K 

t f • • . ) • . 

. * ■ * • 

-a/  -.' 

1 i.. 

J •.  ' - ’I 

f !..(;■  -ji 

bi.-ji 

nCr; 

yj-ll'l  -t- 

l,>.  ■;  7 

.‘i‘;  y/iinol 

- ' 

(]  1-J: 

'.iM-  /i  .1 

• s r.  ■ ■ 

r. .'  7/ 

rn’.,. 

;-.  , .H 

}-a;U 

rill  tJ'’ 

,I>m. 

.biu  a 

3 . f 

■i.b  ' • i ‘ 

.hinv.i--'' 

. : ! 1 -T(  1 'ii/.l  'J  ly. 

;-l. 

/ :,1  (i 

.il  k 

•ii*  /I'V 

ini;H!  V 

ohd.' 

' V.  /■ 

‘ 9n< .’ 

'J.ill  V 

.;j  Il-I.'.d' 

//  /<  i 

,li'  .a; 

-oil  loir,'/.  : 

K-d.*  ,'ir  b 

'S'!:-' 

. . '■'< 

jt  ti.: 

;i  r -■{( 

rr?  '*f 

[i  )U 

j-  -'•■.'-id  i 

Vl'lOll‘4 

(jsj<T  Ji'j' 

1.*  ’ ’ 

yill  f.t 

! :i 

rv  g.t. 

/ .a A 

.jyJ  - 

i'.i'd, 

!'(  , j.  ak) 

• wj; 

,rr.rjii\ 

r.'i 

. , ft  . . , , 

|1.1  ,1A 

T i '”  * ■ 

.hrl.  u 

,.9!)  .V..; 

,ri;'  1 

•'-.-i  f r 

>■•■'*■  J 

. :,.,.b 

ji'd  //  .'/■ 

o d/.  a 

‘do-O 

i.IO  .Si 

ivM  'ui 

>f>l  f;' 

I'.jod 

I.fo  Oi 

ii  lA 

!>:')  ki  ' 

mill  *• 

’ r „3r/ki)oi/. 

,f)  lo 

■j.b  f> 

M • n.s-i:  - . , . , 

:v,<^b»V3  .u,--  v/r.r  .• -bii)’//  >;.-a 

,.  I ..  •,!  { \t  i»jIJ  ’A->i  r7!l  . 

1'  'l)  ^'3!’  -'■> 

I,,-;  / • lo  i''j('iT  J '!.'«•■<.“'*  ”’6 

' i ;'cyi:.-q/. la'inirnciq  ucll  > 

Iry,  fS,  * 

. . ' V i.Mi'I'h':''  ; 

,,.t  ]-f,  J.it!  • ■ .1.  '-■ 

1 . i,  j Vid  .noiiqohn  cii!  , 

j;  rb  ;:;  /o  hr'-  ’ 


..•M  r I .•»  ...  Y”' 

Mi'l  f.nfi  t«  i»pir.  -jilj 

: fl' ■ ;'.5  sfl  r ^ 

1^1  c.^  V/..-  Ibc  .u 

I •-♦I ! iii  oicoji  hlo  yrJi 

'nnV  "i  n.  rtubi^ri'  t.iiA  nJin  J uwoU  J->>3^jlloD 
. ,0  .Mi}u.v;  »bdw>i  <lli/>  7,i;l  b..oi 

= oi.lO  .u,  .i-.a;  tiV  ..oiTiO  ..n|vu>^oJK 

nf  hnr.  qccl  aril  6i  boiim.bii  i-nv/  ail 

' i^flv/  .(i‘  l'  Hd4  :'i.  noi?^atoiq  c;i(l  osiJ 

Non.iiubi  ail 

•/jilHlfc  <i!  .rw‘i6i  vnilv,,-.  i anifciJll  nodfi 

. L ,,i,.  ,,r  .Mi‘  to  acu.d.iuiOA  ?)t1J  mid  iicy 

M.V..K.V  w k..-,.!-  «r.v-  '«l 
' -,d  ‘ f ihotT  Iw^nio  Jffid 

:,>i!j  ni  Tioilaab  =:id  litni;  -joiiaiior.  vib  ti.T/ 

.,  vjrl  ,.  jm.ioD  vlt/rj^  ni  .oioii/Ifci^oJ  9lAi?. 

' - ii  V , ! -ivu  lj.bnvi.fli-!  !TA  -niyei , .v;;  i-  :-  owl  ■La-nar-. 

■' ■-ifr.-  .n  74,'-o1!  adr'  ■;.  a-/t2  «:d 
ait'  / one  .lifliiv/  aniKo  bm.  .vj’Jhoq/-  lo)  min  boJftn 

, fitii!  ’^mbatS'Jo 

- r.-lv.'oB  • adJ  nr' Inrlc  •’.aiiu  ornoo-i^fJ  ^ 

ol  hvbia^b  afo’>  'Ml  ,-<0  Tia?i3 

, bn/i  iJ.di  lallB  dooi  ol  iaU5'i  Mi 

Mcd  -loiarl  mIT  .^a?nqfa3na 


i * 


• h ! ' 1 ' 

.r.’i  ii  ■' 


- n v;l.  ,.  .?/ 

. :-,!fiiTi.  i I.  . '-i'  - ow;!  o; -.'-rim 

. rnvxitvv-  - oqoo.a 

',  :s,‘j‘  r jd"- — niv 
. i jiji  /o  M...d  'j.'iiaJA;;!  rii  vof^MiaO 

, \i’-, ■ S' r-Q  -H'  '.oi/.j-iqno  Hi.  .71  y;n; 


..  v|.  i-j  -^.-abi  7-/O 

I-.  '.1'  iv-.ivi  b;;.'.  .-^oo'^jd  ni  eaUKl/iar'' •■■''111 

''vlnL  ^ ’ In, .Jo5aL  ^ 

qkbii/.'  .1  />  ■■  / km 
....  :>,k  Jijci'bi.r:  . ;.ri,.  r.aM  oj  . 

U Lm.d'Jtyl  .ujmiAOoH)  yicK.  f.nA  , 
i',d..!a4al.U>I).v!‘-/l  bmidoDci  n-,v/^Jna  . 
utv.iin'Uo  ^Jfiabir.ai  aT-'V/  nx.d//  lo  fijod  ^ 
■ . ..;tfj  s/;l  haiiism  sr.'v  lorllBlbnirr?  RiH  | 
do  ■'■  naiblida 

■I  ,vik!«iiw'j3  7.ifi  idiab^vJ  rii  %i;v/ • b^aia 
,rij  ul  badaoaat'  br»r.  .q'inuoD 


.a/-  .Idii'd  ji  inn  brb  (f.Rqtmo  adJ  -rhinaiv  iMU 
V , ;,vb  -xli  lo  ina?aiq  JR 

o.u', ..iooi  Ln,,  k -<’/ 

« .H  r,™....  . 

V. '.Jiirfi  iKtiD'  .y  kti’I  Mf.l" 
b „un.„.-o  Ik.  •^ait.f.i.l  Im-'-f  i',  .“.I;"' 

..•.K3I..T.T  V l>,>. 

-,.7.f  lifiJ.  V anipdcf  ni  iiofjanim.nq  p-jfi  mo“iKnik-. 

.,„<.„„ri,no ...  a.  .1.0  ..V- 

„;,i;  .„i'r.L,....i  a-a«  aut  ^ 

L SAW  sH  .bas^ifiTjoaoi  '^labr// al 

.„„uD  ir,'.JnoD  ^kl?.  M )« 

»,.tti«.moD  »vhu«w3  «l>  >- 

...nub  'jinj.e  o.JJ  to  xicisipya  btifi  .a  ^ 
bMay..Ini>Iol/.  to 

o.  ab,K,i-.l  l.,oi..ioq  airf  -'.J  bos-n.  .‘.f ' " 

oladOKpol  b.  lcnirr.o.i  3.1  o.J  Jteam.ji  Ji.nl  I 
-lii//no— bsjnoanoo  od  ni  ,y.lmfop  . j 

?;,ri  lo  JUUJZ9  tirfl  jMUODDfi-no  aid  ^ 

rf .noilobb  yrll  U:  jud--aafin:wd 

b>Jriobb  aiiv/  oil  ,iMoh  ^id-lobRarin  I jSla 

bni  ,.i  Htiil  auoisibi  m fo  IjJ 

'sdi  tri  yviipA  bnn  •^.^• 

^h6rmoli  ,9liv/  haTJiilod  hn&  aldfiimr ' 


446 


^Y00n  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


records.  He  died  upon  it  at  the  age  of  eighty-  I 
three.  His  children,  in  the  order  of  birth,  were:  | 
(I)  John,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  me-  ' 
moir,  born  in  Franklin  count}',  and  died  there  in  ' 
Ma\',  1835.  (e)  Mary  (called  " Polly  married 

Peter  Poorman,  of  Piarnilton  township,  same 
county.  (3)  George,  who  lived  in  Somerset, 
Perry  Co.,  Ohio,  and  died  fuly  31,  1864,  h'S 
eighty-fourth  year;  he  was  a wealthy,  patriotic 
merchant,  and  a zealous  Republican  and  Meth- 
odist. (4)  Elizabeth,  married  to  Jacob  Hu.mbar- 
ger.  (5)  Susannah,  married  to  Jonathan  Foltz, 
an  uncle  of  M.  A.  Foltz,  present  proprietor  and 
editor  of  the  Public  Opinion,  of  Chambersburg. 
(6)  Jacob.  (7)  Sarah,  married  to  Henry  Snider. 
(8j  Daniel.  | 

John  Richard,  the  eldest  son,  was  married  in  ' 
iSoo  to  Mary  Poorman.  He  died  in  May,  1835, 
and  his  widow  in  January,  1847.  They  had  1 
seven  children,  viz.:  fi)  Elizabeth,  nrarried  to  i 

jacob  Mykrantz.  ('2;  Jacob,  our  subject.  (3) 
Catherine,  married  to  Rudolph  Sease.  ''4)  Polly, 
married  to  Joseph  France.  (5)  John,  now  living 
in  Gratiot  count}',  Mich.  (6)  George,  who  died 
several  years  ago  in  Pittsburg.  (7]  Margaret, 
married  to  Geoige  Bear. 

Jacob  Richard,  the  second  in  the  above  men- 
tioned family,  removed  with  his  parents  to  West- 
moreland county,  Penn.,  sometime  prior  to  181  i, 
and  spent  his  youth  upon  the  farm,  acquiring  the 
rudiments  of  an  English  education,  consisting  of  : 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  study  of  ! 
the  New  Testament  and  the  reading  of  U.  S.  1 
History  were  obligatory;  English  grammar  and  ! 
geography  were  not  taught.  On  November  4,  | 
1823,  he  was  joined  in  matrimony  to  Rebecca, 
youngest  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Stough)  Richard.  She  was  born  in  what  is 
called  “ Culbertson's  Row,  ” Franklin  Co. , Penn. , 
December  16,  1804.  Her  father,  Charles  Rich- 
ard, was  one  of  a family  of  two  brothers.  John 
and  Jacob,  a half-brother,  Conrad,  and  three  full 
sisters;  Maria,  married  to  a Sullenberger ; Cath-  i 
erine,  married  to  a Lose;  and  Rebecca,  married  ’ 
to  Henry  Crow. 

Charles  Richard  was  born  in  Berks  county, 
Penn. , September  27,  1755,  and  died  in  W'est- 
moreland  county,  same  State,  August  17,  1852, 
in  his  ninet}'-seventh  year.  He  was  married  ; 
April  22,  1774.  to  I'dizabeth  Stough,  'vho  died 
January  13,  1826,  in  her  si.\t}’-ninth  } ear.  .\fter  - 
his  marriage  he  entered  the  Revolutionary  arm}’, 
and  was  with  Washington  at  Long  Iskuid,  White 
Plains,  Trenton  ar.d  \kdloy  I'orge.  He  erwssed 
the  Delavvare  with  Washington,  and  aided  in  the 
capture  «jf  the  Hessitins,  on  Christmas  Da}'.  1776;  i 


passetl  through  the  siege  and  horrors  of  Valiev 
Eorge  during  the  memorable  winter  of  1777—78. 
Whth  a furlough  in  his  pocket,  and  a pair  of  new 
shoes  in  his  knapsack,  he  lay  down  on  the  night 
of  December  23,  1777,  intending  to  start  home 
the  ne.xt  morning,  but  during  the  night  his  shoes 
were  stolen.  Undaunted,  he  started,  as  planned, 
and  traveled  fiftv  miles  in  his  stockings,  leaving 
bloody  tracks  to  mark  his  route.  Erom  the 
marriage  referreti  to  sprang  eight  children,  viz.: 
George:  Charles;  Molly,  married  to  Henry  Smith; 
Whlliam ; Elizabeth,  married  to  George  Fortnev; 
John;  Sarah,  married  to  Jonathan  Fry;  and 
Rebecca,  who  married  Jacob  Richai'd,  and  died 
May  6,  1881. 

Returning  again,  Jacob  an.d  Rebecca  had  three 
sons  born  to  them  in  W^estmoreland  count\  ; 
John,  July  14,  1823,  deceased  Octobers,  1S78; 
Reuben,  May  23,  1829,  lost  on  the  ill-fated 
“ Sultana,  ” April  27,  1 865  ; and  Charles,  October 
3.  1831,  now  residing  at  Bloomdale,  Ohio.  fii 
1835  the  family  removed  to  Ashland  count}', 
Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  Alarch  26,  1851. 
Five  other  sons  were  born  at  Ashland,  viz.  ; 
Whlliam  S.,  a resident  of  Bloomdale:  George. 
November  28,  1837,  killed  at  the  raising  of  a 
barn  near  Plagleville,  May  18,  1861;  Franklin, 
March  27,  1841,  a resident  of  Bloom  township; 
J.  Fraise,  a sketch  of  whom  follows;  and  Simon, 
March  29,  1846,  at  present  residing  in  Bloomdale. 

In  1851,  the  Richard  family  was  removed 
from  Ashland  county  to  Wood  countv,  arriving, 
March  29,  at  their  destination  on  what  is  now' 
the  farm  owned  by  W.  S.  Richard,  a mile  north- 
east of  Bloomdale.  All  was  wilderness  and  dis- 
couragement. The  little  round-log,  one-story 
cabin  stood  in  the  midst  of  a dense  forest.  With- 
out, on  every  hand,  were  water,  and  frogs,  and 
owls,  and  wild  game — in  short,  all,  tlie  elements 
of  pioneer  life  in  a new  countr\'.  With  brave 
heart  and  resolute  will,  assisted  by  a lo\’al  wife 
and  industrious  boys,  the  father  went  to  work  to 
establish  a home  and  hew  out  a fortune.  Grad- 
ually, as  by  magic,  the  heavily  timbered  forest 
was  converted  into  fertile  fields  and  blooming  or- 
chards, and  the  very  elements  of  discouragement 
became  sources  of  rich  development  and  substan- 
tial comfort. 

Time  passed  on.  The  famil}'  of  boys  be- 
came one  of  men.  Mr.  Richard,  the  f.ither, 
was  honored  by  his  neighbors  with  th.cir  confi- 
dence, and  several  times  he  served  them  in  the 
respi'iisiblc  [losition  of  ti.wnship  assessor.  Th.e 
trying  peiiod  of  war  came.  Five  sons  went  into 
thestu  vice  of  their  country—  Reuben  in  Gompaiu' 
B,  102nd  O.  I.;  John,  Charles  and  |.  l-'raise 


IM- 


I 7 ..s  i.r;.-  Hr.»M 

, .,:,  -..  .!.j,W.t.-.M.i  >'i  , 

' ,'  ■ ’.  V v..x'o  --■  •"  ; 

" ' / • -i')  ( • i ■-<'  .■  • •••••' I -l.oi 

;..  .rij  ^ nnv;  : • .'.^J 

' .’  '!,•  .:  i' .'-.  i ’:  1 i.  rial'-' ’ ^ 

. ■■' V ' ’ :,*'  rf,  ^ ' • /i!H  Ich'-n.d  ’<«iu 

- V''  >;.■.  :i,n-  : vW 

■ ).iv;i->  sos’M'-,  ■•  ■■'7. 

;-,  ■ ■ v-.L!  >iU>J  ' . ''7'7r 

V ■-•’  ’■ 

' '■  ,,  ,.T  •".•'.■■Hi  ‘Hi ■ ■ . 

-I.  ■■  • ' ■ ■• 

,,  1-  . ^ ,;  hill.  ■io'H-.i  'iur.-K 

' ■ ‘.7/  .>i  ' ‘ 

, jii;;.  ' • •■*•»•'  « • - > ' » 

<i\  ■ * 


v-i  . . 1 . .;-i  {It'l  ■..<•'•'•'1 

I . C-  i.  -.  -'  ■■  ' •■  ■ • ' i-  ^ ,, , 

r:-  i „ .'r/(i7  'I/-. 

• I ' - ! ■ ■ . ■•■■-•  . • ■ ' ' ■ - .to. 

'■.••  : I ,■  . -.i  N.rt  J • •,■..•■•.•  --  ■ , , ti 

, •Mi.-hrnr.o'iP")  -^oa  -h 

,.  ].^!.  ..•.I-. I vliuif.^ 

^ ’ i;5- T vn/^'t 

v"  .: 

• * V . 1 ' ' . ' > ^ I '.  1 1 / / 

' 7 I'-  ' ■ 


'an,  -id)  V-.  l.-r  Hin  .(n  ©I . i ) 

VaUr/I-'  b .d,/,;  n.^l/ 

i....r.MH>i^  fii  bivit  Oil//  .■■Ml'"-'*'' 
pill  ui  lO.'ii’  >f  -1- l.>ib  bnr:  .oiiiU  ..oJ  - 

7(l(/  h,7m.,«iar...  ar.-UVv-K 

.l.oH  c<  l....ran.  .‘''K 

'i[  I'l  II  '-1  bvinBiii  .-^W-nn/iaud  i,c'  -y*** 

,::!|:  ‘ ico.-.-.,  .».s.r-i  ./•■  m v.  •.bm.  .,..: 

' :7  h.,.<  ™..H  ..  I.-.. 

■!  ...  N.b  =.;!  .nr.;lncu'I  <>> T*; ' - 


ol 


7:-fl  ,r-"|-  ''i,"  .\;  ■' > ■/!- 


■ *.'■  ■’*,..  .y.'-  .’■•  : : .-•  . s •(bl’’lA 

, a 0.  ..uy.  - n ,.y,  . 


(/  7...;!  ('‘ii" 


'!'.!  ii 


I , fT  IV  . iV  ,,  ,,  , . V.  ^ ^ 

. h'vs  ■ '/cHV  n>..rbv  '>  ’ -■  . 

■•;  ; li:  , " y ■ 

• ■•  '.'■  ,,.  -.-.lb' ■’:••<>/  C* 

' " • V/  •'!  ■• . J70  ono' 

'■  " ' >'•*,.•  ' , ii7-  '-'i-'.mooIO  io3'«o 

.b  bi;'  -■•  ''  , 

. , .rb''  :o--  '.i.  -.i'.'  f!(  bouJi-  n.  l.'io  ; 

7Vb,.7  3„...s  u:«i 

■’■,'  . -I  .lb,'/  *=ituluaOI  bui.  , 

/y i audi  13-31) biiibniv 

^ "■  ^ 'wab  b.:.  omoil  1.  rl3ildx.3.:> 

Wb.  If.id  -/lioriOd  odi  ,'.x;si;cn -yc!  ih  ,/jU'O 
,1:  .jirooW  bn^  febi-a.  -iini  bo3«v,noo  z«v/ 

!.  - ?o'-.iuo33.ib  r.in70r,b^i-!07  odJ  bnfi  - 

d-iv.l  ••■’lb  Vi  -lO  .n  ji.i 

: - ,,  J„.,  - -n' 7d '/y  I.ononofl  fill- 

't  ,o£P9ft^ii  c/bfpo  -./M  Vo  itofbBCKi  9iy«>in-q^. 

'*  . a /rl  'o.o/  V'bdiTHj  p-'H  C33 

03iW  31107/  ^ lo>olVT.3  ori-i 

.nV  . 1 . / .0  b...c.  .n 


*r-‘  wir'-i-H  ff'c  ~j  - . 

vUr/d  i .Oibrv.  dqlobuM  ol'boimm  ,onnoH3r>J  , 

' -'.uuVI  n‘(}4.ci.4  03  b^nifina 

;t7;‘7V vi^Ki'  - .ob.io  „i^ 

,1/  -V  vqiiidsJii'H  n-(  o:?gr  8ii3n  ys;i0V03-, 

'•  ‘ to&O  o^  bomjoni 

.,i  :,.(T  '/Hj  ni  buQDoa-srtJ  .bicdot^l 

\,.'n  ,.j  si....l..q  tl)i.,.fc--.vor..3i  .■<Uu.«l  hc<'«) 

,',V.T  o)  loi  K|  ••<»»'<» b"'”'!™- 

■7  V;";'- ,0,  iwiw.3  "*  .1? 

V vl  ■ e ')dT  .oijoniii3h)i  baa  ?,ia3n7/- H^mbBOT 

'j  o 3j.  i..« 

. K„.  , Ii3 

.,.  .lO  .srfiws)  1““:  c""', 

jVood'jy  o3  vno(«‘ni£m  3'.i  b-niot  ' 

dinUNMlH  bflB  20hK.O 
8i  ni  jnod 

n'^  " v/oyi  3 noenodlH.^  ^ boKto, 

■ .,.08,  ,en  v.d...«ca 

lodJoicl  OWJ  io  ylin.r.1  n lo  oao  SB//  biB 
-tluD  noTJiodnslluri  b oJ  boniBU^  .bobI/I  a 

b.m.ni  .--doH  bnB  ;o3oJ 

-3S9V/  nl  boib  boB 

' ?Hi  I jeii'uuA  ,o3Bia  omae -.yinuoa  bnBb/oin 

•ihir,rn  sc//  oH  .icoy  HJno'/M-vJsma  Jad  »* 
boir.  od-//  Vsud3a- rfdodcsiiH 

vun-8  vicnoili'IovaH  od.J  boi;/Jt’.o  od  o^cmMo 
sJidV/  bacb  l V’oJ  Jjb  aoJ^nid^c //  d3iv^  owe 

bol.  r.’  -.H  ."TJion  hac  r.o3n.il  ^rri.[q 

orii  ni  bobis  bac 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


i47 


ill  Company  B,  iiith  O.  I.;  and  W.  S.  in 
Company  E,  I44tli  O.  I.  The  first  four  en- 
tered the  service  in  the  autum  of  1862,  and  all 
leturned  except  Reuben,  who,  as  an  exchanged 
prisoner  from  the  Cahaba  death-pen,  was  a vic- 
tim of  tire  “Sultana”  disaster. 

Jacob  Richard  was  a man  of  good  judgment, 
somewhat  impulsive,  but  generous,  kind,  honest, 
industrious  and  law-abiding.  Politically,  he  was 
reared  a Democrat,  and  supported  Douglas  for 
the  Fresidenc}'  in  i860.  When  the  war  broke 
out,  and  his  sons  and  neighbors  entered  the 
service  of  their  country,  he  abandoned  his  ohi  | 
party  and  became  first  an  ardent  Unionist,  and  ; 
afterward,  by  necessity,  a determined  Republic-  , 
an.  Religiously,  he  was  reared  a Presbyterian,  ' 
but  some  five  years,  prior  to  his  death  he  was 
immersed  and  joined  the  Church  of  Christ,  at 
Eagleville,  in  whose  faith  he  peacefully  expired 
on  the  night  of  April  1,  1891. 

Rebecca,  his  \\’ife,  was  reared  a member  of  | 
the  Reformed  Church,  but  during  her  residence  ' 
at  Ashland,  Ohio,  she  became  a member  of  tlie  ; 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  her  husband  was  ; 
a deacon  at  that  time.  She  was  kind,  affec- 
tionate. industrious,  devoted  to  her  family,  and  a 
considerate  and  peaceable  neighbor.  She  was 
known  in  the  community  as  “Aunt  Becky,"  and 
was  universally  beloved.  She  had  no  enemies. 
Her  later  life  was  saddened  by  several  trying 
events:  first  by  the  sudden  death  of  her  son 

George,  on  May  18,  1861,  bv  a falling  plate 

in  the  raising  of  a large  barn  at  the  home  of  | 
Robert  Jacobs,  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  1 
her- home:  secondly,  by  the  enlistment  of  her  | 

five  sons  in  the  army ; thirdly,  by  the  tragic  death 
of  Reuben;  fourthly,  by  the  death  of  John, 
October  8,  1878,  after  enduring,  unhurt,  the 

experiences  of  an  active  soldier’s  life  for  three 
years;  and,  lastl}',  by  the  death  of  her  life  part- 
ner, as  related. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  note  a peculiarit}’ 
or  two  respecting  these  families,  (i) — On  the 
paternal  side  Jacob  and  John  were  favorite 
names.  In  the  present  instance  Jacob  had  two 
sons  whom  he  named  John  and  Jacob.  He  1 
was  the  son  of  John,  who,  in  turn,  was  the 
.son  of  Jacob,  and  so  on.  (2  \ — So  far  as  the  1 

record  goes,  the  two  ancestral  familes  were  , 
always  law-abiding  citizens,  not  one  of  them  1 
having  ever  been  convicted  of  a henious  crime, 
(j) — On  the  maternal  side  three  generations  hatl 

• '■present. itives  in  three  wars,  all  of  whom  were  ; 

•lamed  Charles — all  musicians:  Charles  Richard 

Was  a fifer  in  the  Revolution,  his  son  diaries 

• n the  war  of  1812,  ami  his  grandson  Charles  in  ! 


the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  (4) — All  of  tliem 
have  been  intensely  American  and  patriotic  in 
their  sentiments.  [Contributed  by  Prof.  J. 
Praise  Richard,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Pkof.  J.  Fk.vise  Rich.\:<1),  Educational  Evan- 
gelist, historian  and  literary  writer,  was  born 
near  Ashland,  Ohio,  January  18,  1844,  and  is 
the  seventh  son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  Richard. 

At  the  age  of  seven  our  subject  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Bloom  township,  Wood  count}-, 
and  his  youth  was  spent  in  clearing  up  and  work- 
ing the  farm  which  ’Squire  W.  S.  Richard  now 
possesses,  near  Ifloomdalc.  His  education  prior 
to  the  war  was  secured  in  the  district  school 
known  as  “ Hopewell.”  and  included  the  ordi- 
nary English  branches.  His  intense  thirst  for 
knowledge  was  not  gratified,  however,  by  si:riple 
school  studies.  He  read  all  t’ne  books  and 
papers  which  came  within  his  reach,  and  did  his 
most  effecti'v'e  studv  in  front  of  the  firej^lace 
whose  light  was  furnished  by  binning  chips  and 
hickory  bark.  B}'  these  aids  he  was  enabled  to 
teach  his  first  school  at  Eagleville,  in  the  winter 
of  1860-61,  lie  being  then  but  sixteen  years  of 
age.  The  autumn  of  1861  W'as  spent  by  him  at 
Seneca  County  Academy,  under  Prof.  Aaron 
Schuyler,  the  prince  of  mathematicians,  logicians 
and  psychologists. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1S02,  his  books  packed 
to  return'  to  the  Academy,  Prof.  Richard  re- 
sponded to  President  Eincoln’s  call  for  troops, 
and  enlisted  as  a member  of  Company  B,  f i ith 
O.  V.  I.,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  field, 
serving  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Unsolicited 
on  his  part,  he  was  made  postmaster  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  served  successfully  as  chief  clerk  at 
brigade,  di\'ision  corps,  army  and  department 
headquarters,  a portion  of  the  time  for  Gens. 
Cox,  Foster,  Stoneman,  Schofiehi  and  Palmer. 
He  was  twice  offered  a captain's  commission, 
the  latter  time  as  assistant  adjutant-general  in 
the  regular  army.  All  such  military  honors  he 
declined,  however,  and  in  September,  iSiA.  he_ 
returned  to  civil  life,  to  enter  upon  his  educa- 
tional work  which  had  been  interrupted  fv'r  tlirve 
year's.  He  attended  the  Northwestern  Christian 
(now  Butler)  University,  at  Indianapolis,  and 
after  one  \ear’s  study  of  language,  mathematics 
and  logic,  transferred  his  studies  to  Lebanon. 
Ohio,  wliere  he  graduate-d  from  the  business, 
scientific  and  classic  courses  at  the  National 
Normal  Univer>it\',  in  August,  18(19.  He  was  an 
instructor  in  the  institution  until  .Vugust,  1870, 
when  he  organized  the  Northwestern  N''rmal 
School  at  R'.qnibhc,  in  the  building  pre\  iously  oc- 
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cupied  by  Profs.  Thos.  W.  Harvey  and  Aaron  ' 
Schu}’lcr.  This  institution  soon  ourgrew its  faci!-  ! 
ities;  and,  the  citizens  neglecting  to  supply  ampler  ' 
apartments,  it  was,  upon  the  request  and  assur-  ! 
ance  of  Charles  P'oster  and  other  citizens,  re-  ; 
moved  to  Fostoria  in  the  autumn  of  1874.  The  i 
attendance  the  first  year  in  the  new  site  was  508  ' 
students,  exceeding  the  facilities  possessed.  Ow-  j 
ing  to  lack  of  suitable  buildings,  the  school  was  ^ 
consolidated,  in  the  autumn  of  ^875,  with  the  I 
Normal  School  at  Ada,  which  fact  gave  that  : 
school  its  strength  and  efficiency.  The  Kepublic  | 
school  was  the  progenitor  of  the  large  schools  at  ' 
Valparaiso  and  Angola,  Ind.,  and  of  others  in  | 
the  West.  It  was  an  educational  leaven,  whose  ^ 
influence  has  extended  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

Prof.  Richard  ‘superintended  the  public  ' 
schools  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  in  1877-78;  was  prin- 
cipal of  a flourishing  Normal  School  at  Mansfield  ' 
from  1878  to  18S2;  lectured  in  institutes  in  a 
number  of  States  from  1882  to  1S85;  spent  his 
time  in  historical  writing  from  18S5  to  1889;  and 
since  1890  has  been  employed  in  the  City  of 
Washington  (his  present  home'  in  official,  educa-  ; 
tional  and  literary  work.  For  thirty-fwe  years  ; 
he  has  been  a writer  for  the  secular,  religious  | 
and  educational  press,  his  writings  being  pub- 
lished in  mediums  of  general  circul  ct  1 1 o n . I 

I 

On  October  G,  1867,  our  subject  was  married,  ! 
at  F'reeport,  to  IMiss  Emma  I).  Strong.  From 
this  union  have  issued  two  sons:  Livy  S.,  and 
Vernon  I.  The  former  is  editor-in-chief  of  the  i 
Scranton  (Penn.)  Tribune : the  latter  is  a mere  j 
boy,  living  with  his  mother  in  Ohio.  i 

Prof.  Richard’s  first  vote  was  cast  in  1S64,  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  for  Lincoln  and  Johnson.  : 
Since  then  his  affiliation  has  been  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  a stanch  Republican,  but 
does  not  belong  to  the  party  in  a servile  sense. 
Religiously,  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Church  of  Christ  since  June  2,  [862.  He  has 
never  smoked  a cigar  nor  chewed  a cpiid  of  to- 
bacco in  his  life,  nor  has  he  tasted  a drop  of  any 
intoxicants,  even  beer,  since  May,  1859.  Indeed 
it  can  tridy  be  said  his  life  work  has  been  a source 
of  inspiration  and  encouragement  to  the  young. 

J.  C.  Lincoln',  M.  I).,  who  is  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  highly  res[)ccted  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Howling  Green,  where  he  also  : 
carries  on  an  extensive  drug  business,  was  born 
in  .Albany,  N.  V.,  May  22,  1844.  j 

Leonard  Lincoln,  tlu'  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a native  of  Alban}-,  where  he  was  Ijorn 
in  1812,  and  where  he  was  married,  in  1835,  i 


Miss  Ada  Houghton.  The  Lincolij  familv  'weri- 
among-  the  early  settlers  of  New  AMrk  State,  as 
were  also  the  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  among 
the  latter  being  Maj.  Reuben  Houghton,  a hero 
of  the  Revolution.  IMrs.  Lincoln  was  born  in 
the  sam®  city  and  the  same  year  as  her  husband, 
and  was  the  only  daughter  among  eighteen  chii- 
dren,  her  father  having  been  married  three  times. 
In  1844  Dr.  Lincoln’s  parents  came  west,  setrling 
first  in  Watertown,  M’is.,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1852,  when  his  wife  died 
and  he  removed  to  Winona,  Minn.  There  he 
resided  about  ten  years,  when  he  went  to  Mar- 
shalltown,’ Iowa,  where  he  still  lives.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Democratic  party  until  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  when  he  became  a Republican;  in 
religious  faith  he  is  a member  of  the  Haptist 
Church, 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  two  children. 
His  elder  brother  Charles  was  born  in  1841,  and 
t'he  storrof  his  life  reads  like  a romance,  although 
similar  to  that  of  many  who  took  part  in  the  try- 
ing scenes  of  the  war  between  the  North  and 
.South.  .At  that  time  the  family  was  living  in 
Minnesota,  and  he  joined  the  first  regiment  of 
volunteers,  going  at  once  to  the  front  and  taking 
part  in  the  first  fatal  battle  of  hfull  Run.  There 
he  was  taken  prisoner,  with  a number  of  others, 
and  carried  first  to  Richmond,  afterward  confined 
in  the  terrible  stockade  at  .Andersonville,  and 
later  at  Castle  Pinckney,  where  he  was  finally 
exchanged  and  sent  home.  Three  tinies  during 
this  period  he  made  his  escape,  hiding  in  the 
forest,  and  for  days  living  upon  raw  and  parched 
corn.  Each  time  he  was  recaptured,  the  last 
time  when  within  only  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
P'ederal  lines.  This  was  a few  days  previous  to 
his  exchange,  and  when  he  was  released  he  w:is 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Washington  completely 
broken  down  in  health,  and  a shadow-  of  his  for- 
mer self,  being  reduced,  by  a course  of  slow  star- 
vation, from  a strong  voting  man  w-eighing  190 
pounds,  to  an  emaciated  invalid  tvliose  weight 
was  but  eighty  pounds.  \^'hen  sufticientl}-  recov- 
ered, he  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  timing  the 
Indian  troubles  in  that  State,  in  18C3,  he  assistcil 
in  organizing  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavah}-,  of 
which  he  w-as  made  first  lieutenant,  afterw-ard 
promoted  to  captain,  and  which  was  stationed  at 
I'ort  Ridgel}-.  where  he  tlied  from  the  effects  of 
hardships  endured  during  his  life  in  Confederate 
jirisons. 

Dr.  Lincoln  made  his  home  witli  hi>  parents, 
and  luul  commenced  the  stud\-  of  motlieine  wlieii 
the  Civil  w-ar  broke  out.  .After  the  battle  of  Hull 
Run,  in  w hich  his  only  brother,  above  mentioned. 
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was  cr.g^iged,  and  whose  name  was  reported  in 
liu>  list  of  the  killed,  our  subject  determined  to 
..fler  his  services  to  the  cause  for  which  his 
brother  had  sacrificed  his  life.  He  accord- 
in;;h’  recruited  347  men  for  the  ist  ^linne- 
•;uta  Regiment,  the  same  in  which  his  brother 
bad  served,  and  joined  the  command  at  Camp 
Stone  as  assistant  surgeon.  A }’ear  had  passed 
cilice  Charles  had  been  taken  prisoner,  and 
the  family  was  still  under  the  impression  that 
he  was  dead,  as  his  letters  to  the  members  had 
been  intercepted  by  the  Rebel  authorities.  Dr. 
Lincoln  was  at  this  time  camped  with  his  regi- 
ment near  Savage  Station,  when  an  officer  in- 
formed him  that  a boat-load  of  Federal  prisoners 
was  being  e.xchanged,  and  he  received  intimation 
that  his  brother  \vas  among  them.  The  boat, 
luiwever,  passed  out  of  sight  just  as  he  reached 
the  landing,  and  he  was  unable  to  confirm  the 
report.  Some  time  later  Dr.  Lincoln  was  seri- 
(Hisly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  hair  Oaks,  and 
was  sent  to  hospital  in  New  York  City,  wheie  he 
remained  three  months,  it  afterward  transpiring 
that  his  brother  was  in  the  same  city  all  the  time, 
although  neither  knew  of  the  other’s  presence. 

On  recovering  fronv  his  wound,  Dr.  Lincoln 
returned  to  his  home  in  Mimiesota,  after  which 
he  became  a student  in  Lawrence  University,  at 
Appleton,  Wis.,  remaining  there  three  years. 
He  then  read  medicine  for  a year  with  Dr.  Ford, 
of  Winona,  after  which  he  entered  Rush  Medical 
College,  at  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1871.  In 
b'ranklin  county,  Iowa,  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  but,  the  climate  not  agreeing  with 
him,  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  near  Fostoria, 
where  he  remained  until  1873.  Since  that  date 
he  has  been  a resident  of  Bowling  Green,  where 
he  has  built  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice, 
identifying  himself  also  with  the  leading  interests 
of  the  city,  taking  a leading  place  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  its  advancement.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  city  council  and  of  the  board  of 
education;  was  medical  pension  e.xaminer  under 
President  Harrison,  and  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  Wood  county  for  congressman  some 
two  years  ago.  He  has  large  proyierty  interests 
10  Bowling  Green,  among  which  is  his  handsome 
• csidence,  one  of  the  best  in  tlic  city,  built  at  a 
cost  of  $[4,000,  and  the  line  brick  structure  oc- 
cupied by  his  large  and  well-kept  drugstore  and 
office.  He  is  also  half-owner  of  the  Lincoln  (N 
ffidlcr  block,  and  it  is  chietly  due  to  his  enter- 
pnsie  that  these  handsome  structures  have  been 
erected.  He  is  a member  of  the  State  Medical 

bocietv.  and  also  of  the  American  Medical 
20 


Association,  and  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  I'.,  the 
G.  A.  R.,  and  F.  & A.  M. 

Dr.  Lincoln  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Emma  Norris,  of  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
who  was  born  November  i,  1854,  and  died  De- 
cember 12,  1S83.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  John  H.,  a graduate  of  the  high 

school  of  Bowling  Green,  and  now  a partner  in 
his  father’s  drug  store;  and  Fudora,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  Bowling  Green  High  School,  in 
1895,  ^cid  is  now  a student  in  Oberlin  College. 
The  second  wife  of  Dr.  Lincoln,  who  was  Miss 
Nettie  Willard,  is  a cousin  of  Miss  Frances  E. 
Willard,’ of  W.  C.  T.  U.  fanre.  Dr.  Lincoln  and 
his  wife  are  popular  in  society,  and  their  charming 
home  is  the  abode  of  refined  and  cultured  hospi- 
i tality. 

E.  B.  Beverstock,  a prominent  agriculturist 
of  Washington  towmship,  living  near  Tontogaru’, 
was  born  in  Rutiand  county,  Vermoiu,  October 
5-  * 835- 

His  grandfather  Beverstock  came  from  Eng- 
land in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  centur}-,  but  of 
his  history  and  that  of  his  family  but  little  is 
known.  Daniel  Beverstock,  our  subject’s  father, 
w'as  born  in  Swanzey,  N.  H.,  in  1793,  and  dur- 
ing the  vrar  of  1812,  he  took  charge  of  the  family 
of  his  brother  Silas,  who  entered  the  army. 
Among  the  family  relics  treasured  by  our  subject 
are  two  artistically  designer!  specimens  of  Indian 
w'orkmanship,  a peace  club  and  a war  club,  cap- 
tured from  the  savages  by  his  uncle,  Silas.  Daniel 
Beverstock,  who  was  a farmer  b}'  occupation, 
married  Miss  Sabrina  Barney,  a native  of  \ er- 
mont,  and  came  to  Ohio  in  1853.  After  one 
year  passed  in  W'ood  county,  he  located  in  Rich- 
land count}’,  where  he  died  in  1876;  his  wife  in 
1865.  He  had  been  a Democrat  throughout  liis 
life,  but  his  last  vote  was  cast  for  Hat  es.  There 
were  nine  children  in  his  family,  namelv:  Alma 

S.  is  the  widow  of  Asa  Spaulding,  of  Richlanii 
county;  Constant  resides  near  St.  Paul;  L._vman 
W.  died  in  \’ermont;  J.  B.  ( deceased  t'  as 
forrnerlv  a grain  dealer  in  Richland  couiuv.  and 
later  in  Huron,  Ohio;  Silas  is  a farmer  at  Lex- 
ington, Ohio;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Homer  Wells, 
of  Cass  countv,  Mich.  ; Loraine,  who  never  mar- 
ried lives  in  Cassojiolis,  Mich.;  our  subject  comes 
next;  and  Ann  livv>s  in  Lexington. 

E.  B.  Beverstock,  to  use  his  own  words, 
“graduated  cnit  of  a S[)elling  book  at  the  com- 
mon schools  of  \T'rinont,  ’ and  his  jiarents  being 
poor,  he  commenced  working  at  tiie  earl\’  age  of 
eight  years.  He  w'as  nineteen  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  aiul  f<.'r 
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some  time  worked  by  the  month;  but  finally  set- 
tled on  a farm  of  his  own  on  the  confines  of  the 
present  village  of  Tontogany,  where  he  now  owns 
150  acres  of  land.  On  December  8,  1859,  he 
married  Miss  \dctoria  \’irginia  Kuder,  a native  of 
this  county,  born  June  12,  1839,  a daughter  of 
Solomon  Kuder,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. She  died  January  14,  1882,  leaving  seven  i 
children;  Otis,  a well-known  resident  of  Bowling  ! 
Green;  Edward  and  Ella  (twins),  the  former  a ; 
rising  young  attorney  of  Bowling  Green,  member  ! 
of  the  firm  of  James  & Beverstock,  while  Ella  ' 
is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Johnson,  of  Tontogaii}-; 
Arthur  J. , born  March  24,  1866,  and  married 
March  i,  1890,  to  Miss  May  Klinepeter;  Belle, 
born  November  13,  1867;  Clarence,  born  Sep- 
tember4,  1 877 , and  Edna,  born  January  2 5,  iSSo, 
are  adl  at  home. 

Mr.  Beverstock  entered  the  army  in  1862,  en- 
listing in  Company  G,  ist  Regiment,  O.  L.  A., 
assigned  to  tl.ie  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  first  in 
the  Fourth,  and  later  in  the  Fourteenth  army  corps. 
He  took  part  in  over  thirt}'  battles  and  skirmishes, 
among  them  the  engagements  at  Stone  River, 
Chickauiauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  At  Stone  River  he 
received  two  bullet  wounds  within  five  minutes  — 
one  in  the  ankle  and  one  in  the  instep — on  which 
occasion  eight  men  and  twenty-two  horses  were 
killed,  twenty-two  men  wounded,  and  four  guns 
and  two  caissons  were  taken  by  the  enemy.  Re- 
turning home,  in  June,  1865,  he  resumed  the 
peaceful  occupation  of  farming,  which  he  still 
continues.  flis  present  residence,  a fine  build- 
ing, was  erected  in  1878.  A Republican  in  poli- 
tics, he  is  a leader  in  his  party.  He  served  as 
county  commissioner  six  years,  and  was  one  of 
the  four  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas  court,  in  March,  1894,  to  act  on  the  build- 
ing and  furnishing  of  the  new’  court  house,  which 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $300,000;  for  sev- 
eral years  he  also  served  as  township  trustee. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  K. 
of  P.,  and  G.  A.  R.,  has  been  president  of  the 
agricultural  society  and  is  now  its  treasurer.  Mr. 
Beverstock  is  a man  of  superior  intelligence,  a 
great  student  of  the  Bible  and  of  the  better  class 
of  literature,  and  he  takes  an  interest  in  all  pro- 
gressive measures,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Edsox  Goit  (deceased),  for  man)  years  a 
prominent  and  successful  member  of  the  Wood 
County  Bar.  and  an  extensive  merchant  and  land 
owner,  was  born  in  Oswego  county,  N.  V., 
October  17,  1808. 

While  he  was  yet  an  infant  his  father  died. 


and  during  bis  boyhood  he  found  but  little  tin;e 
or  opportunity  to  improve  his  mind  by  the  aid  of 
books,  but  such  chances  as  presented  themselves 
he  availed  himself  of,  and  by  the  time  he  was 
tw'enty  years  old  he  was  capable  of  teaching,  and 
did  teach  a district  school.  Before  he  was  of 
age  he  started  for  the  W'estern  country,  as  Ohio 
was  then  called,  at  which  time,  when  there  were 
neither  railroads  or  canals,  and  but  few  wagon 
roads,  a journey  from  New'  York  thither  was  of 
no  small  magnitude.  However,  w’ith  all  his 
worldly  effects  tied  up  in  a bundle,  young  Goit 
surmounted  ail  difficulties,  “ took  the  road,"  and 
soon  found  himself  at  Tiffin,  in  Seneca  county. 
Here  he  worked  at  odd  jobs,  taught  school  both 
there  and  in  Fremont,  comparatively  insignificant 
villages  in  those  early  days,  in  the  meantime 
reading  law  w’ith  Abel  T.  Rawson.  In  due  course 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  to  practice  law.  and, 
being  desirous  of  seeking  the  best  possible  place 
for  a young  attorney  to  establish  himself  at,  he 
chose  Findlay  to  commence  business  in,  a village 
some  thirty-five  miles  distant.  Mr.  Goit  had  but 
little  money,  but  plenty  of  energy  and  muscle,  so 
with  his  rather  scanty  wardrobe  and  a few  law- 
books tied  up  in  a package,  he  set  out  on  foot  for 
his  new  destination.  On  his  arrival  at  Findlav. 
then  the  small  country  town  of  Hancock  county, 
w'hich  had  recently  been  set  off  from  Wood 
county,  he  took  up  his  abode  with  the  family  of 
I the  late  L.  O.  Rawson,  and  became  the  pioneer 
; of  the  legal  profession  in  that  part  of  the  State. 

: But  there  was  no  demand  foi  his  services;  Black- 
j stone  and  Coke  were  at  a discount,  and  by  the 
' end  of  six  months,  nearl)  all  iiis  means  being 
gone,  he  decided  to  leave  the  place.  However, 
things  suddenlv  took  a turn  for  the  better,  pros- 
pects gradually  brightened;  busines.s  came,  cli- 
ents increased  in  number,  and  all  thoughts  of 
leaving  Findlay  vanished  from  his  mind  Mr, 
Goit  now’  went  to  board  w’ith  William  Tavor, 
w'ho  kept  the  tavern.  While  he  was  here  Mr> 
Tavlor's  sister,  Jane  Patterson,  and  brother, 
arrived  from  Pennsylvania  on  horseback,  and  not- 
long  afterward  (February  2 1,  1833),  Mr.  Goit  and 
Miss  Patterson  were  married.  P'rom  that  time 
on  his  fortune  seemed  to  be  made.  Frank, 
straightforw’ard  and  generous,  he  made  friends 
with  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact;  settlers 
began  to  come  in  very  fast,  and  business  r.ipidl) 
increased.  By  the  year  1840  lie  had  accumulated 
quite  a competence,  at  that  time  owning  nearl)' 
2,000  acre^s  of  the  best  land  in  and  about  Fiiul- 
lay,  besides  having  over  ten  tiiousand  dollars  in 
ready  cash. 

Owing  to  close  application  to  business  aiui 
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(»\fruork,  his  health  began  to  fail,  so  he  decided 
to  vary  his  occupation  somewhat,  which  proved 
to  be  an  unfortunate  step.  He  engaged  e.vten- 
,;;v(;lv  in  mercantile  business,  and,  besides  a large 
store  in  Findlay,  lie  opened  branch  establish- 
uK-nts  in  Bluffton,  Gilboa  and  Ottawa,  all  of 
which  he  had  to  entrust  largely  to  the  manage- 
nient  of  clerks,  for  he  was  still  carrying  on  con- 
siderable law  practice,  as  well  as  much  other 
I'U.siness,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  in  every  public  enterprise  in  the  town  and 
county.  He  endorsed  notes,  and  went  bail  for 
young  men  who  were  trying  to  get  a start  in 
'business,  than  which  nothing  seemed  to  afford 
him  more  pleasure,  for  he  was  a man  of  broad 
generosity,  and  had  a large  confidence  in  his 
fellow  men.  Such,  and  other  generous  traits  in 
his  character,  led  him,  unfortunately,  into  much 
[)vcuniary  difficulty,  and  in  1857,  when  the  finan- 
cial panic  swept  over  the  country,  he  found  him- 
self but  ill-prepared  for  it,  and  by  the  time  the 
dark  clouds  had  passed  he  beheld  his  fortune  a 
mere  wieck.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  otliers  as 
well  as  himself  had  been  ruined,  and  where  he 
happened  to  be  bondsman,  creditors  fell  back  on 
him,  so  that  he  found  himself  harrassed  from  all 
sides.  But  he  did  not  succumb  to  the  storm,  and 
at  this  point  is  where  his  manhood  and  sterling 
honesty  shone  brightest.'  He  made  no  assign- 
ment, nor  did  he  go  into  bankruptcy,  but  went  to 
work  with  renewed  power  and  energy.  Every 
one  had  faith  in  his  integrity,  and  as  he  went  on 
converting  his  property  into  means  whereby  to 
[lay  debt  after  debt,  dollar  for  dollar,  he  found 
himself  at  the  end  with  but  little  of  his  former 
fortune  left.  It  is  a satisfaction  to  know  that  in 
spite  of  all  his  misfortunes,  Mr.  Goit  had  in  his 
later  days  a comfortable  competence  left  for  him- 
self and  remaining  family,  and  as  he  himself  said 
a short  time  before  his  death,  “After  so  many 
ups  and  downs  in  my  life,  I am  glad  that  if  I do 
not  get  well  I shall  at  least  die  square  with  the 
world.  ” 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Goit  with  Miss  Pat- 
terson were  born  Edson  Goit,  Jr. , January  8,  1838; 

illiam,  June  26,  1840;  La(|uirna,  April  14, 
•843,  and  Theo'dosia,  April  8,  1846.  Mrs.  Goit's 
death  occurred  April  24,  1863,  at  Findlay,  Ohio, 
and  on  December  19,  1865,  Mr.  Goit  was  mar- 
f'led  to  Sara  Ann  McGonnell,  and  to  the  marriage 
\'ere  born;  Ida  Mary,  May  19,  1867  — died 
June  29,  1869;  and  Theodore  E.,  September  i i, 
— diefj  January  9,  1886. 

h-dson  Goit,  Jr.,  in  18S5,  was  married  to 
.'lary  Beck,  and  they  are  residents  of  Kincaid. 
Kaiis.  William  Goit,  on  January  27,  1861, 


married  Mary  K.  Freeman,  and  to  them  was 
born  one  son,  L.  C.  William  died  September  i , 
1896.  Theodosia  Goit,  on  Marcli  29,  iS66,  w as 
married  to  George  W.  Trichlcr,  M D.  Dr. 
Trichler  w'as  a native  of  Bellefontaine,  Logan 
Co.,  Ohio.  He  was  a gallant  officer  of  the 
57th  O.  V.  1.  during  tlie  late  Civil  w'ar,  serving 
as  captain  of  Company  G,  and  after  the  war  re- 
moved to  Riga,  Mich.,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  for  tw’enty-three  years,  and  where  he 
was  actively  and  prominently  identified  with  the 
affairs  of  the  place.  He  served  several  terms  as 
postmaster,  and  for  years  conducted  a drug  store. 
In  1889  he  remiOved  to  Bowling  Green,  Ohio. 
His  death  occurred  September  27,  1890.  To 
the  marriage  of  Dr.  Trichler  and  Miss  Theodosia 
Goit  were  born:  W.  S.  Trichler,  Ptecember  29, 

1867,  now'  a practicing  plnsician,  w'ho,  on  Oc- 
tober 9,  1893.  was  married  to  Theresa  Thiel 
(born  May  4,  1867),  and  to  them  was  born,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1895,  a daughter  — Lucile;  Alice,  born 
September  30,  1871,  was  on  June  23,  1S90, 

married  to  E.  C.  Lossing,  of  Bowling  Green, 
associate  editor  of  the  Trihinu-.  and  they  have 
tw'o  children — Milton,  born  April  2,  1891,  and 
Gladys,  born  September  20,  1 89.4.:  and  Theodosia 
Ma}',  born  May  i,  1S79. 

It  is  said  of  Mr.  Goit  by  all  his  clients,  that 
he  Would  not,' for  the  sake  of  money,  encourage 
litigation.  In  his  professional  capacity  he  w’as  a 
peace-maker  among  men,  alwa3's  counseling  the 
settlement  of  difficulties,  without  going  into 
court,  if  it  W'as  consistent  with  the  honor 
of  both  parties.  He  was  a sincere  friend, 
and  in  his  most  prosperous  days  never  for- 
got those  who  were  his  friends  at  the  beginning, 
when  he  was  poor.  He  died  in  1880,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  v’ears,  revered  and  honored  as  an 
upright,  earnest,  honest  man.  with  but  few  blem- 
ishes, few’  enemies,  and  almost  numberless  de- 
voted friends.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  in  social  connec- 
tion, he  was  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  sub- 
ordinate lodge;  in  politics  he  was  an  ardent  Re- 
publican. 

Mr.  Lossing,  whose  name  is  mentioned  in 
connection  with  this  famih',  is  a native  of  the 
State  of  Michigan.  He  was  engaged  as  a teacher 
for  several  years  before  coming  to  Bi^wling  Green, 
some  half  dozen  \ ears  ago.  He  was  one  of  the 
practical  men  connected  with  the  Glass  Works, 
and  since  the  establishment  of  the  Ei'cnin'C 
Tribniii.  August  22.  1892,  he  has  been  identified 
with  tluit  [laiier,  first  as  reporter,  and  since  .\u- 
gust,  1894,  as  associate  editor.  Mr.  Eussmg  is  a 
bright  }(.)ung  man,  and  we  [iredict  for  him  a 
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future.  He  is  a cousin  of  Fienson  J.  Lossing,  tlie 
historian. 

A.  J.  M .rxvii.LE,  M.  D.,  was  for  many  years  I 
a well-known  druggist  of  Bowling  Green,  and,  in  j 
former  years,  a leading  medical  practitioner  of  | 
that  place.  He  first  saw  the  light  May  9,  1834,  | 
in  Plain  township,  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  1 
Bowling  Green,  and  was  the  second  white  child  | 
born  in  that  township.  His  parents  were  Phi  ^ 
and  Elizabeth  (Maginnis)  Manville,  and  his  pater-  i 
nal  grandparents  were  pioneers  of  Delaware 
county,  Ohio,  where  his  father  probably  was 
born. 

Phi  Manville  was  also  a physician,  and  took 
his  first  course  in  medicine  at  the  medical  college 
at  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  the  days  when  Flenry  Clay, 
then  in  his  prim.e,  was  a patron  of  that  institu-  ; 
tion.  He  subsequently  was  graduated  and  took 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  Ohio  Medical  Col- 
lege, Cincinnati.  His  first  permanent  location  ’ 
was  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  where  he  formed  a | 
partnership  with  an  old-established  physician,  and  i 
practiced  his  profession  for  a short  time.  Dr.  1 
Manville  was  soon  afterward  elected  a member  of  ! 
the  Indiana  Legislature,  and  became  to  some  i 
extent  engaged  in  general  business.  He  owned  ^ 
two  flat-boats,  which  he  loaded  with  all  kinds  of  j 
produce,  shipping  to  New  Orleans;  this  enter-  ; 
prise,  however,  proved  a disastrous  one,  as  both  ; 
the  boats  and  their  cargoes  were  sunk  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi. This  crippled  him  financially,  and, 
returning  to  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  he  there 
resumed  his  medical  practice,  and  shortly  after- 
ward was  married  to  Elizabeth  Maginnis.  In 
1834  Dr.  Manville  removed  to  M"ood  county,  and 
settled  on  the  prairie  which  was  afterward  the 
site  of  the  township  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Plain.  Here  he  practiced  for  a number  of  years; 
but  as  the  place  was  sparsely  settled,  and  the 
opportunities  for  making  money  were  few,  he 
joined  the  western  tide  of  emigration,  going  to 
Illinois  and  locating  in  a small  town,  finally  re- 
moving to  Chicago,  where  he  died  in  1865. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  of  Irish 
descent,  was  born  September  28,  1813,  in  Vir- 

ginia, her  parents  having  temporarily  located  in 
that  State  on  the  way  from  their  home  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  their  final  destination  in  Knox  county, 
Ohio.  There  were  three  children  in  the  family 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ICi  Manville,  namely:  A.  J., 

the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ann  Maria,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Mears;  and  Amanda  E.,  who  died 
when  about  seventeen  years  old. 

The  early  liays  of  our  subject  were  also  the 
pioneer  days  of  Bowliiig  Green,  which  was  then 


but  a small  settlement,  and  his  advantages  for  an 
education  were  only  such  as  could  be  derived 
from  the  primitive  schools  of  that  time.  .\t  the 
age  of  fifteen,  owning  fort}'  acres  of  wild  land, 
worth  about  one  hundred  dollars,  given  him  In 
his  mother,  he  commenced  life  in  earnest.  He 
began  by  occupying  his  land,  building  a log  cabin, 
and  working  as  much  as  he  was  able  at  clearing 
off  the  heavy  growth  of  timber  with  which  it  was 
covered,  and  otherwise  improving  it.  By  indus- 
try and  economy  he  was  enabled  to  purchase 
twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  original  fortv 
acres.  He  continued  the  occupation  of  farming 
until  November,  1863,  when,  by  the  advice  of  his 
mother,  he  commenced  the  studv  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  G.  J.  Rogers,  a pioneer  physician  of 
Bowling  Green,  who  gladly  accepted  him  as  a 
pupil,  and  who  proposed  that  they  buy  a small 
dr'Lig  store  which  was  then  offered  for  sale.  This 
they  did,  and  the  }’onng  student  spent  his  time  in 
reading  up  for  his  profession  and  in  attending  to 
the  store,  in  the  latter  way  ac(]uiring  a knowledge 
of  drugs  and  the  compounding  of  medicines  so 
necessary  to  physicians.  In  October,  1864.  he 
entered  the  Medical  College  at  Ann  Arbor.  Mich., 
studying  there  for  one  year,  then  returning  to  th.e 
drug  store  for  another  year,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York 
City,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1866 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  During  his  course  ac 
1 the  latter  college  he  studied  under  some  of  the 
' most  famous  professors  in  America,  among  them 
i being  Drs.  Austin  Elint,  senior  and  junior,  Sur- 
geon-General Hammond,  Lewis  A.  Savers  and 
Dr.  Erank  IT  Hamilton,  all  of  whom  are  of  iii- 
ternational  repute. 

After  his  graduation  Dr.  Manville  returned  to 
Bowling  Green,  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
Dr.  Rogers,  carrying  on  a drug  store  at  the  saine 
time.  He  had  an  extensive  practice  from  1866 
until  1875,  when,  on  account  of  failing  health, 
he  was  forced  to  gradually  withdraw  from  active 
work  in  his  profession,  and  from  that  time  on  de- 
voted his  time  chiefly  to  the  drug  business,  which 
was  finally  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bolles  N Manville.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  from  1863  until  Januar_\-  1,  1 896. 
when  he  sold  out  his  interest,  and  during  part  o! 
that  time  was  interested  in  two  store.v  Dr, 
Manville  is  one  of  the  most-  widely  known  citi- 
zens of  WMoil  county,  and  has  always  taken  'in 
active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  was  instrumental 
in  having  Bowling  Green  made  the  county  seat, 
i and  was  treasurer  of  the  Bowling  Green  N Tole- 
' do  Railroad  Compaii}',  which  built  the  sh.ort  line 
between  Tontogany  and  Bowling  Green.  In  p-.d- 
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he  is  a Democrat;  socially  he  is  a prominent 
nieinher  of  tlie  Mnsonic  Order.  He  l)elongs  to 
flu;  Wood  County  Medical  Association  and 
ifie  Xorthwestern  Ohio  Medical  Association. 

Onjamiary  17,  1S72,  Dr.  Manville  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alice  J.  Sholes.  They  have  one 
child,  loiui,  born  September  ii,  1875,  in  Bowl- 
ing Green,  who  is  attending  the  female  college  at 
Glendale,  Ohio,  where  she  is  taking  a special 
course  in  art  and  music,  and  expects  to  finish  her 
education;  she  is  a most  estimable  young  lady. 
The  Doctor  has  always  invested  all  his  spare 
means  in  real  estate,  and  in  addition  to  his  fine 
home  in  the  city,  which  comprises  one  block,  is 
tlie  owner  of  several  town  lots  and  also  some 
farm  lands  in  the  county.  He  spent  the  winter 
of  1895-96  in  Florida. 

El)^^  IX  H.  SiMMOX'S,  an  enterprising  farmer 
of  Perrysburg,  is  a native  of  Huron  county,  where 
he  was  born  November  2,  1S55.  He  came  to 
Wood  county  when  eight  years  old,  and  went  to 
school  at  Thompson’s  school  house,  in  District 
No.  3.  He  remained  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
1883,  and  then  went  to  Dakota  and  Wisconsin 
for  a while  to  view  the  western  country,  subse- 
quently returning  to  Wood  county. 

OnJanuary25,  18S8,  Mr.  Simmons  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Hundley,  whose  birth  took 
place  in  Perrysburg,  September  22,  1865.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  Alma,  and  Ray. 
After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  down  in 
Perrysburg,  having  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  on 
uhich,  in  1887,  he  built  a substantial  house.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  was  elected 
trustee  of  Perrysburg  township  last  spring,  by  the 
largest  majority  (i8oj  ever  given  to  the  candidate 
lor  that  office  in  that  township.  He  is  a member 
of  Fort  Meigs  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. , at  Perrvs- 
burg,  and  has  been  given  the  position  of  agent 
for  the  Lime  City  Farmers  Mutual  I'ire  Associa- 
tion. He  is  up  to  date  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  his  business,  and  the  Association  has  secured 
a valuable  man  in  Mr.  Simmons.  He  is  energetic 
and  progressive, and  has  numerous  friends  both  in 
a business  way  and  personally. 

Robert  Simmons,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England.  May  10, 
•832.  Ill  1852  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Jane  \'an  Sickle,  who  was  born  in 
Delaware  county,  Ohio.  Februarv  27,  1836. 

They  came  to  Wood  county  in  1863, 

Simmons  bought  a farm  in  Perrysburg  township, 
then  full  of  timber,  and  he  had  to  clear  a space 
large  enough  to  buihi  a house  u|)on.  Later  he 
increased  his  property,  and  became  an  extensive 
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land  owner.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Simmons  are  both 
: living,  and  reside  in  the  town  of  Perrysbugg. 

This  couple  had  four  children,  namely;  Edwin, 

; our  subject;  Ira  C.,  born  June  18,  i860;  Adel- 
! bert,  born  March  18,  1864;  Florence  Ma}’,  born 
i December  29,  1S66.  All  are  married  except 

; Florence. 

I Mrs.  Simmons  is  a descendant  of  the  Holland 
: Dutch,  who  settled  in  New  York  State.  The 
i progenitor's  name  was  Ferdinand  Van  Sickle, 
who  was  born  in  Holland  about  the  year  163S, 
and  came  to  America  when  a young  man. 

JoHX'  Ault,  one  of  tlie  leading  citizens  of 
Wood  county,  and  a resident  of  Lime  City,  was 
! born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  March  i,  1843, 

I is  the  son  of  George  and  Anna  ; Pinsil)  Ault. 

I Both  parents  were  also  natives  of  Bavaria,  where 
i they  married  in  1841,  coming  to  America  in 
I 1852.  Four  children  were  born  to  them:  John, 

' Anna,  Joseph,  and  iMartin. 

' Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  in  Lime  City, 

' and  attended  the  district  schools,  supplementing 
; this  education  by  three  }’ears  at  a college.  He 
; was  married  May  18.  1875,  to  Miss  Barbara 
Munger,  who  was  born  in  Perrysburg  in  1847, 
and  they  had  nine  children,  as  follows:  Mary, 

Elizabeth,  George,  Frank,  Joseph,  Bertha,  Ed- 
mund, Flelen,  and  Mhlliam.  Mr.  Ault  ' has 
alwavs  resided  near  Lim.e  City,  settling  first 
on  the  old  homestead  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
afterward  sold.  He  now  has  a substantial  house 
’ on  200  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  old  home. 

: His  energies  have  been  well  directed,  and  he  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  Wood  county. 
For  five  years  he  has  been  a trustee  of  the  town- 
ship, and  secretary  of  the  Lime  City  Farmers 
Mutual  Benefit  Fire  Association,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  chief  promoters.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  commission  appointed  for  building  the 
county  court  house.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 

1 Ault  is  intelligent  and  progressive,  and  an  earn- 
' est  worker  in  the  interest  of  the  community  in. 
which  he  lives. 

Ch.vkles  in  Auvi:kthk  has  led  an  indus- 
! trious  and  useful  life,  and  has  worked  his  way 
; upward  step  by  step,  until  he  now  occupies  a 
I leading  position  among  the  substantial  and  prom- 
I inent  farmers  of  Wood  county.  He  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  this  county,  his  birth  luiving  oc- 
curred in  Henry  township,  January  1,  1850. 

I I lis  parents.  Michael  and  Rachel  (Milbourn  Au- 
! verter,  are  now  living  retired  in  North  B.ilti- 
1 more. 
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To  the  public-school  system  our  subject  is  in- 
debted for  his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  but  made  his  home  untier  the  parental  roof 
until  his  marriage.  On  the  13th  of  f'ebruar\', 
1883.  in  Henry  township,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Charles  Auverter  and  Miss  Della 
Beatty,  who  was  born  February  .?2,  1S62,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Hiram  and  Delila  (Willford)  Beat- 
ty. The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  their  present  farm,  Mr.  Auverter  having 
purchased  fort\’  acres  of  land  in  the  fall  of  1882, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1883  he  erected  a pleasant 
dwelling.  I'anning,  however,  is  not  his  chief  oc- 
cupation, as  he  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  at- 
tention to  carpentering.  He  has  also  worked  to 
a limited  e.xtent  in  the  oil  fields,  and  has  been  a 
very  industrious  and  energetic  man.  Upon  his 
own  land  he  has  developed  ten  oil  wells,  four  of 
which  are  now  running. 

In  his  political  afuliatioi;s,  Mr.  Auw^rter  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  some  years  has  served  as  su- 
pervisor. He  has  also  filled  the  office  of  school 
director,  and  the  cause  of  education  has  found  in 
him  a stanch  friend.  In  fact  he  is  the  champion 
of  all  movements  that  he  believes  calculated  to 
advance  the  general  welfare,  and  is  therefore  a 
valued  citizen  of  the  community. 

Judge  Hexry  H.  Dodge,  a leading  attorney 
of  Bowling  Green,  and  for  many  years  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y. , Feb- 
ruary 4,  1S30. 

His  grandfather,  Ezra  Dodge,  a native  of 
Windsor,  Conn.,  and  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  removed  to  New  York  State  in  1800, 
taking  up  a “ Soldier's  Claim  ” in  the  township 
of  Pompey,  where  he  died  in  1816,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two. 

David  P".  Dodge,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  September  8,  1787, 
and  when  thirteen  years  old  accompanied 
his  parents  to  their  new  home,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  eighty-two 
years  of  age.  He  was  a Vvdiig  until  that  party 
disbanded,  when  he  became  a Democrat.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  joined  the  Union  party.  He  mar- 
ried Ada  H.  Roberts,  a lady  of  Huguenot  descent, 
and  a native  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  her 
father  had  located  after  being  driven  from  France 
by  the  revocation  of  the  IFlict  of  Nantes.  She 
was  fx.irn  in  1797,  and  dictl  in  1878.  Onr  subject's 
parents  were  both  I’resby terians  in  early  life,  but 
in  1838  they  were  con\  erted  to  the  Catholic  faith, 
to  which  their  surviving  children  adhered.  They 


had  three  daugl;ters  and  one  son,  our  subiect. 

I Diane,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  I'rancis  Mana- 
I han,  a hardware  merchant  of  Utica,  X.  5'.  ; Marv, 

! deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Daniel  G.  Wheaton,  a 
! farmer  of  Pompey,  X.  Y. ; and  Cynthia  became  a 
! sister  of  charity.  Slie  died  in  iS93at  .Mount  St. 

I \'incent’s  Academy  on  the  Hudson,  in  Xew  York 
j City,  after  more  than  forty  years  of  devoted  sert'- 
! ice.  She  was  known  as  Sister  Maria,  and  was 
one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  institution,  per- 
forming the  combined  duties  of  secretary  and 
j treasurer  for  many  years.  For  a few  years  be- 
I fore  her  death  she  held  the  arduous  office  of  Pre- 
i feet  of  studies  in  the  school. 

i The  Judge  was  educated  in  the  old  Pompey 
I Academy,  at  Pompey  Hill,  until  at  the  age  of  six- 
1 teen  he  was  sent  to  St.  lohn's  College,  Xew 
York  Cit\-,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1849.  He 
spent  the  next  two  years  working  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  then  began  the  study  of  law'  with  \'ic- 
tory  Birdseye,  of  Pompey.  In  the  fall  of  ^832 
he  came  to  Periwsburg,  Wood  county,  and  fin- 
ished his  preparation  for  the  bar  in  the  office  of 
Spink  & Murray.  After  his  admission  in  1835, 
he  w'ent  into  partnership  with  James  Murray,  Mr 
Spink  having  died,  and  continued  in  practice  with 
him  untikMr.  Murray  was  elected  Attot ney-Gen- 
eral  of  Ohio,  in  1S59.  Our  subject  then  formed 
I a partnership  with  the  late  Janies  R.  Tider,  which 
lasted  until  1869.  Afterward  he  had  as  a part- 
ner, for  a short  time,  Edson  Coit,  of  Bowling 
Green,  now'  deceased,  and  later  was  associated  in 
the  practice  of  law  with  Jasher  Pillars.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common. 
Pleas.  He  was  on  the  Bench  for  ten  \ears.  mak- 
I ing  an  enviable  record  for  judicial  ability  and  on 
i his  retirement  in  188S  he  resumed  his  iaw  nra'- 
tice,  taking  as  a partner  John  W.  Canary. 

In  1857  Judge  Dodge  married  Sarah  Wilki- 
son,  who  w'as  born  December  20,  1837.  Of  tneir 
two  children,  the  eldest,  Mary,  born  in  i860, 
married  Ernest  G.  Miller,  and  went  to  Creevle. 
Col.,  where  she  died  December  12,  1893,  leav- 
ing two  children,  Hobart  and  Mary  D..  who  now 
- live  wdth  our  subject.  Frederick  D..  our  subject  s 
son,  is  the  General  .-\gent  for  Bloch  Bros’.  I'o- 
bacco  Co.,  of  Wheeling,  W.  \’a.  Jinige  Dodge 
: is  an  inlluential  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

and  has  been  a leader  in  many  progressive  move- 
j ments  in  the  community. 

: C.M’T.MN  D.wii)  W'li.KisoN  i deceased  , of  Por- 

; rysburg,  was  born  at  or  ne.ar  Buffalii,  in  l'ebrn;ir>  . 

1800,  and  at  an  early  age  went  on  the  L.ike  as  a 
; sailor.  In  1815  he  sailed  up  the  .Maumee  n\er 
on  the  schooner  “ Blacksnake,”  commanded  b> 


- 1 ' • • ■ 


i in' 


-‘j 

- ii>4  i' 
T.'.sn 

1.  P:  >’  j 

/'t  bt) 


. . I ' , 
I.  .'I  ’ 
. ' 


I 


.i 

'•  • '' 

•u. 


t 


•;1  j ! 1 1 ' . I ' ' -b 

■ f,  .r*.;;!  ' 

; . f ^ ^ 

V ! ii.'  1 fiNct  ' 

; ■ 'V  'I'i  - I 

J , ,M  -i  . 7 

li,  <‘0  ^ 

>r;  .•.■  ■- 

,,  . w : : . . : '■  I • ■’J  b'  \<n.} 

f '..  '■  ■■■  ■■ 

■,  ^,1 

'.r.u!  (i.Kjh  -•.f‘  ■-‘I'  - 

■ l'  ' Cl  I'.’ 

a-;''-'  ‘’'*’1  - 

r.  i|j^  - i>.  . cc'ibi.o/ 

> cr!  - -j  l;u.>  r,//' 

M.v  uf<  ntn'r  ,/itJ  >ho( 

I -»’7 

lV.  7;  ; ..'4  ar;;,vd  '«»> 

■ ■ r'  -'-n'd  r:oi 

I . ."  lu.ia ' ■-*" 

:.r  ’ 


uni  Rid  J‘>idua  itiufOMjat?.  *Hduq-:»rtd  • 

•>'  r'oiij  if-  ij".iu*nR0tiH9-.^iH  lol  b:iJ<43t>  . 

v<<‘ 

inui  si^^uj-nni  •"'d  "i!  "■*>  '.fftod  .ii<! 'jbcpi- 4uH  J . 

nr, b.  i')’ ■ ofVi  »b)  ..-tZi^rnyMi -Zid  lOnP 


nrfj  Ii-j'.'nui’ 
81  IjP.j; 

5i.i  jU'-t'fi'  i 
'I 


•/  qiilfcn  //£.»i  vm-jH  -ni  „ 

mnuvuA  !o 

fi'icK}  J'r.v/  o&f/ 

I'l-jCl  bn.'i  (UtioiH  1'<  » 

I • . . /.r4‘'r“  'ii 


! j i 


••jd  ulqbOD  * ' - 


: • -.-iq  ciil  ' 


.VL^cd.'-  7,  dfuq^ 
oJiji  ?:i3Vr  sd  ' 
: .!  .'d--  '-nivctl  in'idr-i'  ' 

-.f  u.:  v/,..n.ac  'uf  Irny.  rAid 

■ V‘0  ■ i'n  ni  .oiiiO  !o 

■;’  1 •)  • • i7  .'I ■ 'V/ qifl?.'io*iJ'.,-Y  p- 

’..Vj'r 

• , 'V  j J yi'-.ti''.  T:-f  ''  p-  , 

■ • ■],  'V>b 

;■..  .ii’7  r.;i-  :•■  ■(  :••'  "■  • :•• 

.,  .. '^.b^r  bf'.'-v-d 
. ,,,'  ;!•  ••  s :i 

;,(■  r , , ■;■  I i.vsVf.-  C!>.  ;jni 

.■  ■,  ,,  .,■(  < (i  aiii 

, , , ■■'/  m; 


•.irirc  .-i.  - .-bnl  -7',  ^‘•■ 

. =ri. ..]«<•’•  .»'«>» 

■ •,-1  rc.7.  'll!!  |, 

,,,[iiK  .0 

.Cl  ! b-vb  -sila  ••!■-'-> 

: -.j;)/,  i .noiblifto  owl ’^ni 

,...  ,u  >!r)iioloid  joo(d!J& ii:o  Pbw 

rlc'uIH  -lol  Isi'Misd  adp  n>noe 

i|  nV  ff  .'^nilcioif//  la  ,.o7  ootind 
'c,  r.r>Cl  adi  la  r drtumi  liljnoijbP!  itK  a: 
vniitnu.  -b  ^ aud'bfiu 
■ •'  " ',-viif* 

ui  ,.Jr.Ylu'4Tr.v.d  u5l/;moii  ecw  .^ludfY.i 
adi  no  j)K>v^  yhsa  y&  iy  bn>^.  ,oo<n 
nr.l4  3fii  'J«  h1  . .io1ib8 

aundo  ^anooda^.  adi  fiQ 


.'If.  ^.ni,l  Ji»a»o-iq  aorii> 

^ V,  , !i,  l ovh  «»i  b;wd  ;o  saioii  yliol  ’ 

-nvo-j!-  i.  ul  ['"<'>  lo 

;..„"„.;,b  si;l  I 1 I 

-c'd  lo  hi  q Ta’v.-.cp,  • dj  <071?  ad  an-  ,fu-Jlnqt>, 
o)  o KRd  aH  .ppu.^Jnoqir.0  cj  noibioJ  , 

„ nvid  e«l  bif  i"-  V ""A  *'■ 

AV„V.i  i..,  l -lobv,b  »..d  .rt  b,«lj|WO 

4,.,v,*,vf-A  .'oiWiiift*  , 

■ . .,  I,.... . . ,1  : i,»  ic*i  !'"f  , 

iiA.i-Ak'  rid-  vdJ-W'd.osTeacil  oH  • TWnr^ 

„o.,,,,i»d'.  r.ili  -all  Jriiil  1,1  tnwil  r.  o>id  . 

Al  l ..•.:I..  .'.I,.-,  r,r,v  ,ibd  r»!  l,Al>  alorrfn-'y'W"  ' 

A Alib'.-di  si  ,,,irr  ,0lf.lb«  !i  v,.,Da  r.dl.rjw«vb»„ 

.YJiniiritrnoo  sdJ  lu 

*-  var-.hi'.  : a'b,iai  « ,uioaoG  ,H 

■:f,  ...^i  :.toV  ■rfifi'-n  .(roi/iO  pailwoa  liv 

nw'd  aoW  ,«i:al4  nornuio:)  lo  iwoO  ariJ 
" jY  '.Z-  ,.oZ)  .yaqrno4  do  .r</ol 

- .1^  8 t * ^IBUT 

-noiiinavd^  'ill!  niisib'.os  p bnn  ..uno,^  .io.d)mV^ 
oobi  ni  3)£ia  >fioY  v/aZ  o3  hauoam  .i£'« 
cid?nv/p^  odl  ni  •' mii>D  arjibloc  ” p -qv 
Caa.1  adl  ir.  ni  bo\h  ad  cnad-n 

ladii;!  a'ioalduh  iuo  ..iipboG  .4  bWeG 
r^,Ti  isdnisJqaS  ,.nnoH  .loabniV/- n^o 
' bio  ciijy’C  naomtll  iiadw  bns. 

v.i-u.fgiri  aiadv/  ,an.ofI  y/i>n  naril  ol  gid - 

; In-vXi^  Tobm.n.ovi»d}. 

•mini  iBdi  liJnn  ® ?.bv/  sH 

•luG  . lijrjoiTiaG  >;  smnDsd- sd-  rKidvr  .baboBdaMb- 

inn  aU  vhsq  noin'J  odJ  bamot  yd /ifiy/ 

* -,ri‘  avjfiv/  ..cnroD  .lofibni // -lo  b.^ 

mod  nr/nb  ^niod  w-lU  boJBOul 
ari^  anidfiZ  lo  )a\h3  bdl  Ip  nohP0o/3T 
laskloannO  ni  bsib  bnc.,"C’\J  -m  ■ a*' 

fljifil  oilodlnD  odl  oJ  bahavoco  aiavw  / jdJ  St*‘ 


WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


450 


liis  li'.icle,  Jacob  Wblkison.  This  was  a small  ! 
. tail  to  venture  upon  the  lake,  being  but  twenty- 
ton  burden.  At  that  time  nothing  but  a wiki 
j<«rc'-^t  was  to  be  seen  where  Perrysburg  now  ^ 
elands.  4 he  “ Ibacksnake  " brought  up  as  pas-  j 
-vngers  the  famil_y  of  Mulhollen,  who  later  kept  j 
thi:  noted  tavern,  “Vienna;”  also  a Mr.  Hunter  and.  | 
f.nnilv,  Scott  Kubb,  and  a Mr.  Hopkins,  who  set-  | 
;|,-d  on  land  above  the  present  village  of  Perrys-  ' 
burg.  At  that  time  Fort  Meigs  contained  about 
I'ai  ty  soldiers,  who  were  taken  to  Detroit  by  the  ' 
•aihooner  on  her  return  trip.  | 

In  1817,  the  “ Blacksnake  ” was  in  command  j 
of  Capt.  David  Mdlkison,  and  made  several  trips  I 
to  the  Maumee,  bringing  new  settlers,  goods,  etc.,  ; 
■nid  carrying  back  fish.  In  18  iS,  Capt.  Daniel  ^ 
ilubbell  bought  a controlling  interest  in  the 
rliooner  “ Pilot, ” and  Capt.  VV'ilkison  was  placed  ; 
111  command,  running  between  Buffalo  and  the  ; 
Maumee  Rapids.  By  that  time  the  \*alley  of  the 
.Maumee  began  t<i  produce  a surplus  of  corn,  and  ' 
the  “Pilot”  was  well  loaded  on  her  return  trips 
with  corn  and  fish.  Capt.  Wilkison  continued  i 
upon  the  lakes,  running  in  connection  with  the 
.Maumee  trade  until  iSj8,  at  which  time  he  re-  ; 
moved  his  family  to  Perrysburg.  Uptothistime  ^ 
he  had  been  in  command,  successively,  of  the  : 
schooners  “ Blacksnake,”  “Pilot,”  “Maryjane,”  ' 
“President,”  “Superior,”  “ Guerriere  ” and  ; 
“Eagle,”  the  latter  being  a schooner  of  si.xty  : 
tons,  built  at  Port  Lawrence,  now  Toledo,  in  , 
1828,  at  a cost  of  $3,000.  The  “ Eagle  ” con-  ' 
tinned  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Wilkison  until 
1835,  boing  a profitable  business,  as  was  the  case 
with  all  lake  vessels  at  that  period.  Capt.  Wil-  : 
kison  left  the  “Eagle”  to  take  command  of  the 
new  steamer,  ‘ ' Commodore  Perry,”  continuing  in 
charge  of  her  until  1845,  when  he  took  command 
of  the  steamer  “ Superior,”  running  between  Per- 
rysburg and  Buffalo.  He  continued  to  run  this 
steamer  until  the  close  of  navigation  in  1S52, 
when  he  retired  after  having  spent  thirty-seven 
years  upon  the  lakes,  in  all  of  which  time  he  never 
lost  a vessel  or  steamer,  nor  did  he  ever  meet 
With  any  serious  accident.  His  remarkable  suc- 
cess as  a navigator  was  owing  to  his  superior  judg- 
oicnt,  his  coolness  under  most  trying  circum- 
stances, and  his  perfect  knowledge  of  the  lake. 

After  retiring  from  the  lakes  Capt.  Wilki-  | 
son  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his  | 
hirm  adjoining  Perrysburg,  until  he  lost  his  sight.  , 
l^ubseipiently  Ins  sight  was  [>artiall\'  restored, 
;Oid.  some  years  prior  to  1873.  he  was  placdl 
■‘>1  charge  of  the  lighthouse  just  below  Manliat-  ; 
fill),  the  duties  of  which  he  ilischarged  until 
•iboiit  the  year  1872,  when  he  returned  to  Per-  , 


rysburg  very  much  broken  in  health.  In  tlu' 
prime  of  his  life  he  possessed  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  which  commanded  tlie  respect  and 
secured  the  friendship  of  all  who  knew  him,  and 
no  man  sailed  on  the  lakes  who  was  better 
known.  The  Captain  was  an  ardent  Whig  up  to 
the. time  of  the  disruption  of  that  party,  and  he 
then  became  a Republican.  .At  the  time  of  the 
great  celebiation  at  I'ort  >.Ieigs  in  1840,  the 
Captain  brought  Gen.  Harrison  to  the  fort  in 
his  steamer  Commodore  Perry,  and  entertained 
a large  number  of  visitors  who  came  to  take 
part  there.  Although  somewliat  bluff  and  a little 
austere  in  manner,  Capt.  Wilkison  had  the  kind- 
est of  hearts,  and  no  one  ever  appealed  to  him 
in  vain  for  syrnpathv  or  aid  in  misfortune.  His 
death  occurred  September  8,  1873. 

The  widow  of  Capt.  "Wilkison,  Caroline  M. 
{'formerly  Forbesj,  survived  him,  dying  in  1877. 
He  left  five  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  are 
still  living.  William  D.  Wilkison,  the  eldest  son, 
was  an  invalid  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death. 
John  E.  Wilkison  was  a partner  of  Charles  Fos- 
ter and  the  general  manager  of  the  bank  of  Fos- 
ter & Co.,  of  Fostoria,  until  the  disastrous 
failure  of  Mr.  P'oster  carried  the  bank  do-.vn  with 
him.  The  failure  was  not  in  any  manner  owing 
to  any  mismanagement  of  the  bank  affair-',  as  the 
books  showed  that  the  bauik  \vas  prosperous,  ai'd 
had  beeii  making  money  up  to  the  date  of  the 
failure  of  Mr.  Foster.  Mr.  Wilkison  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  Insurance  business  at  Cleveland. 
Capt.  Wilkison's  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
Isaac  P.  Thompson,  and  now  resides  in  Porrys- 
burg.  Mr.  Thompson  was  a part  owner,  and  h;s 
partner,  C.  C.  Roby,  was  the  master  of  the 
steamer  “Griffith,”  which  was  lost  on  Lake  Erie 
in  1850,  accompanied  by  a loss  of  life  that  spread 
mourning  over  the  land.  Sarah,  the  second 
daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Henry  H.  Dodge, 
and  now  resides  at  Bowling  Green.  Ohio.  Caro- 
line, the  youngest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Earl 
W.  Alerry,  the  well-known  banker  of  Bowling 
Green. 

C.  L.  Ilrniu.E,  proprietor  and  editor  of  the 
North  Baltimore  J inu  s,  is  a native  of  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  born  October  23,  1866.  He  is  the  sou  el 
Louis  and  Ellen  (Hershberger)  Huddle,  both  'i 
whom  were  born  in  Bloom  township,  Seneca 
Co.,  Ohio.  Mr.  Hmiiilo  lived  with  his  parents 
during  the  early  jiar*^  of  liis  life,  and  attended  the 
Siilney  {Oilin'!  High.  School.  He  then  wt,-nt  to 
work  in  the  office  of  the  Shelh\'  County  /k  uir- 
at  Sidney,  and  learned  llie  printer  s trade, 
after  which  he  was  employed  as  foreman  on  the 
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Mt.  Gilead  Sentinel  for  a \'ear,  and  then  worked  1 
two  years  as  foreman  of  the  job  printing  depart-  | 
ment  of  the  Lima  Republican.  At  the  end  of  ! 
that  time  the  Republican  and  Gazette  consoii-  ' 
dated,  forming  the  Lima  Republican-Gazette,  \ 
with  which  our  subject  still  retained  the  position 
of  foreman  of  the  job  printing  department.  In 
January,  1891.  he  accepted  a position  as  foreman  ' 
on  the  Fostoria  Times,  \\hich  he  held  until  July 
I,  1893,  at  that  time  moving  to  North  pjaltimore,  : 
where  he  secured  control  of  the  North  Baltimore 
Times,  which  he  has  run  successfully  ever  since. 

It  is  Democratic  in  principle,  and  is  one  of  the 
nmst  popular  and  extensively  read  papers  in 
southern  Wood  county.  Mr.  Huddle  is  an  en- 
ergetic v.’orker,  knows  what  v.  ill  interest  the  peo-  ! 
pie  of  his  community,  and,  as  a consequence,  has 
materially  increased  the  circulation  of  the  Times 
within  the  last  iwo  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  lived  in  Bloom 
township  until  1871,  when  they  went  to  Shelbv 
county,  going  from  there  in  1SS6  to  Lima,  and 
thence  to  Fostoria,  locating  finally  in  Tiffin, 
where  they  reside  at  present.  Mr.  Huddle  is  a \ 
machinist  by  trade.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  | 
O.  F.,  and  in  politics  upholds  the  principles  of  \ 
the  Prohibitionists.  Mrs.  Huddle  is  a member  of  1 
the  Baptist  Church.  Four  children  were  born  to  I 
them:  Hershel  J.  lives  in  Cincinnati,  and  is  a : 

stenographer  for  the  Union  Central  Life  Insur- 
ance Company;  Benjamin  C.  is  located  at  Gann 
Valley,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  is  States  attorne}c 
C.  L.  is  our  subject;  Adelina  C.  resides  at  North 
Balti  more,  and  is  connected  with  the  Times. 

WlLF,  lAM  S.  Haskhll,  the  popular  and  effi- 
cient retiring  mayor  of  Bowling  Green,  and 
member  of  the  well-known  law  firm  of  Mears  & 

H askell,  has  been  a resident  of  the  city  some  j 
twenty  years,  and  well  deserves  prominent  men- 
tion in  the  pages  of  tb.is  volume. 

Mr.  Haskell  is  a nati\e  of  Michigan,  born  in 
Detroit,  April  ii,  1850,  and  is  a son  of  Rev. 
Samuel  and  Flizabeth  Granger  ; Haskell,  who  | 
had  five  children,  as  follows:  William  S.,  whose  ^ 

name  introduces  this  sketch;  Samuel,  deceased 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Frank  D.,  secretary  of 
a paper  manufacturing  company,  with  residence 
at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  Belle,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  months;  aiul  Henry  (married),  chief 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Rapids  N In- 
diana railroad,  with  residence  at  Kalamazoo, 
Micbiigan. 

Rev.  Samuel  Haskell,  IX  D.,  was  born  1 
March  20,  1818,  in  Maine,  where  he  was  reared 
to  early  manhood,  receiving  a good  common-  j 


school  education.  x\t  the  age  of  eighteen,  the 
then  “ I'ar  West”  presenting  many  attractions 
to  youths  of  ordinary  ambition,  our  subject  set 
out,  alone  and  on  horseback,  from  his  Eastern 
home  for  Illinois,  arriving  in  due  course  at  Cairo. 
Ivntering  land  from  the  government  near  Rock 
river,  near  where  now  stands  the  citv  of  Rock- 
ford. he  made  bis  home  there  for  some  three  or 
four  years,  then,  selling  out,  returned  to  the  East. 
Suffield,  Conn.,  being  his  objective  point.  Here 
he  prepared  himself  for  college,  in  time  entering 
Brown  Universitv  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  ’45.  After  this  he 
commenced  a course  of  study  at  the  Theological 
Universitv  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y. , a Baptist  insti- 
tution, graduating  in  the  class  of  ’47,  thoroughlv 
equipped,  intellectually  speaking,  for  the  pulpit 
or  platform.  Mr.  Haskell  was  then  called  to  the 
Pfirst  Baptist  Church,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  his 
first  charge,  where  he  remained  from  1847  to 
1852;  from  there  he  was  called  to  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  of  Kalamazoo,  which  he  served  as 
pastor  from  1S52  to  1871,  from  the  latter  date 
up  to  1 888,  filling  a similar  position  with  the 
First  Baptist  Church  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Being 
now  seventy  years  of  age.  Rev.  S.  Haskell  re- 
signed his  pastoral  labors,  and  was  elected  Pro- 
fessor of  Biblical  research  at  Kalamazoo  College, 
which  professorship  he  still  retains,  although  he 
is  now  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  A man  of  high 
literary  training  and  attainments,  he  has  left  in- 
delible footprints  of  his  ability  that  will  be  vis- 
ible long  after  the  original  has  withdrawn  from 
the  arena  of  life.  In  1S95  wrote  a work  on 
Heroes  and  Hierarchs,  and  during  his  active  life- 
time has  issued  many  pamphlets,  etc.,  including 
a “ Pioneer  History  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Michigan  , " and  ‘ ‘ Pioneer  Addresses  on  Michigan 
History,"  besides  contributing  a mass  of  literal) 
matter  to  various  Baptist  periodicals  and  new.->- 
papers  throughout  the  country.  In  his  political 
preferences  he  was  originally  a Whig,  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  party  has  been  an  eipardly 
zealous  Republican.  Sociallv  he  is  a member  of 
college  societies,  and  he  is  universallv  respected 
and  esteemed.  His  wife  IMizabeth  ( tlranger  i, 
the  mother  of  William  S.  Haskell,  died  in  1887 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  she  was  related  to  the 
Grangers  of  historic  renown,  one  of  whom  was 
in  President  Harrison's  cabinet  in  1841,  and  the 
other  served  in  1801  under  Jefferson  and  M.uiison; 
each  was  postmaster-general. 

William  S.  Haskell,  of  whom  this  sketcli 
more  i)articularl_v  relates,  was  two  years  old  when 
his  parents  moved  from  Detroit  to  Kalama/;n'. 
Mich.,  at  the  common  schools  of  whitih  bitter 
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cifv  be  received  his  elementary  education,  then 
{.ikiny  a two-years’  couise  at  the  hitth  school.  In 
I. so:;  he  commenced  studies  at  Kalamazoo  Col- 
taking'  the  Freshman  and  Sophomore  years, 
then  taught  two  years,  after  which  he  entered 
the  junior  year  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
Ann  Arbor,  graduating  there  in  the  classical 
course  in  187U  Mr.  Haskell  then  commenced 
leaching  school  at  Three  Rivers,  iMich.,  where 
iie  was  superintendent  one  \’ear,  after  which  he 
t.iught  at  Middletown,  Ind.,  from  1873  to  1877, 
m .Vugust  of  which  latter  year  he  came  to  Bowl- 
ing Green.  Here  he  served  as  superintendent 
of  schools  from  1S77  to  1883,  during  which  time 
he  organized  the  present  system,  and  graduated 
llie  first  two  classes — of  ’82  and  ’83.  Desiring  to 
retire  from  educational  work,  IMr.  Haskell  de- 
clined re-election  to  the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools,  and  commenced  the  study  of  lav.  in 
ilic  office  of  Cook  & Troup,  passing  his  examin- 
.ation  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1SS5.  .At 
once  commencing  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Bowling  Green,  he  continued  in  the  same  un- 
til 1887,  in  wliich  year  he  was  appointed  secre- 
t.iry-treasurer  of  the  Hankey  Lumber  Co.,  trans- 
acting all  tlie  legal  business  of  that  firm,  in  which 
he  is  now  a stockholder.  In  July,  1894,  he  re- 
signed his  position  with  that  company,  in  order 
to  enter  his  present  partnership  with  Mr.  Mears, 
in  the  practice  of  law,  Afears  tie  Haskell  being 
recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest  legal  firn-is  in 
northwestern  Ohio,  and  enjoying  a wide  and  in- 
fluential clientele. 

In  1875  Mr.  Haskell  was  married  in  Vigo 
county,  Ind.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Weeks,  who  was 
horn  in  flartford,  that  State,  daughter  of  Harvey 
and  Mary  (Piety)  Weeks,  the  father  a native  of 
Kentucky,  the  mother  of  Virginia;  he  died  in 
• 865,  and  she  is  now  a resident  of  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.  Xo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskell  have  been  born 
four  children,  named  respectively ; Stella,  Frank, 
Mary  and  George.  Mrs.  Haskell  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  a member  and  president  of 
the  school  board  of  Bowling  Cireen,  elected 
liiereto  in  1895. 

A Republican  in  politics,  our  subject  has  been 
a life-long  supporter  of  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  platform  of  that  party.  He  has  served  in 
'arious  offices  of  trust  and  honor;  member  of  the 
school  board  two  terms  from  1884;  member  of 
tlie  Wood  county  board  of  examiners  two  terms; 
"ieniber  of  the  cit\  council  two  terms,  and  while 
•'•rving  his  second  term  was  ap[)oiuted  ma\or  of 
Bowling  Green  to  (ill  the  une.\]nrcc.l  term  of  A. 
*’■  Murpliy.  In  1894,  such  is  his  popularity  and 
^"lu^rior  administrative  'pialifications,  he  was  re- 


; elected  to  that  incumbency  which  he  filled  with 
characteristic  ability  and  zeal  tlirough  the  term, 
i Socially,  Mr.  Haskell  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
i A.  M.,  Wood  County  Lodge  No.  i 12,  and  of  the 
j K.  ofP. , Kenneth  Lodge  No.  158.  By  persever- 
( ance,  energ}^  and  assiduous  application,  he  has 
; successfully  surmounted  many  difficulties  in  the 
1 course  of  his  career  from  boyhood,  and  has 
\ worked  his  way  up  steadily  to  an  honorable  po- 
I sition  in  professional  life. 

i D.vniel  Webster  Levers  is  one  of  the  na- 
tive sons  of  Wood  county,  born  in  Plain  township, 

; May  ii,'  1861.  His  parents  were  W'illiam  H. 

I and  Liddy  (\"ernon)  Levers.  He  obtained  his 
j education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
; hood,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  laid  aside  his 
i text  books  to  learn,  in  life’s  school,  the  difficult 
! lessons  of  experience.  Throughout  his  boyhood 
! he  spent  his  vacation  months  in  work  on  the 
home  farm,  and  was  thus  employed  until  his  mar- 
riage. 

On  October  22,  1890,  in  Bowling  Green,  Mr. 
Levers  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Della  Boid- 
ner,  who  was  born  July  13,  1S70.  He  purchased 
from  his  father  forty  acres  of  land,  erected  there- 
on a good  substantial  dwelling,  and  has  made 
many  other  excellent  improvements.  In  the 

■ spring  of  1895  h®  purchased  an  additional  forty 
j acres,  and  now  has  a valuable  farm  which  in  re- 
: turn  for  his  care  and  cultivation  yields  to  him  a 
i good  tribute.  He  is  an  intelligent,  enterprising 
j agriculturist  who  follows  progressive  methods. 

; and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
' of  the  community.  In  politics  he  is  a Republic- 
; an,  and  has  served  for  three  terms  as  supervisor, 

■ but  has  never  been  active  in  political  affairs,  pre- 
; ferring  to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  his  busi- 
ness pursuits. 

C.vPT.viN  Thom.\s  Mawer,  a prominent  and 
well-known  agriculturist  of  Washington  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  March  i.x 
I 1835.  His  father,  William  Mawer,  was  born  in 
I Leeds,  England,  in  1789,  and  was  a butcher  by 
; trade,  hie  married  Jane  Thompson,  and  they 
had  twelve  children;  William  (i),  who  died  in 
infancy;  William  (2),  who  liveti  in  Illinois,  aiul 
died  in  1893,  aged  eighty-one  years;  Matthew  (i  , 

I died  in  infancy;  .Matthew  ;2).  who  dieil  in  183^, 

I aged  eighteen;  John,  died  in  1839  at  the  age  of 
sixteen;  George  ^ij,  died  in  1827,  aged  eiglit 
years;  Septimus,  a farmer  in  Washington  town- 
ship; Jane  (i',  who  died  in  infancy;  Jane  2 , 
wife  of  Jacob  Huff,  of  .Milten  Centew;  Margaret, 
who  married  I’hilip  Smith,  aiul  after  Ins  death 
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wediied  D.  Lashle}',  but  is  now  deceased ; George 
(2),  who  died  in  the  arin_v,  aged  thirty-one;  and 
Thomas.  On  October  7,  1S30,  the  parents  a.nd 
six  children  took  passage  on  a sailing  \-essel  for 
Canada,  and  on  reaching  that  country  remained 
until  1837,  then  lived  in  New  York  State  a year, 
and  in  1838  came  to  Ohio,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  the  building  of  a canal,  and,  purchasing 
the  Indian  island  from  a board  of  missions,  he 
there  made  his  hcnne  until  his  death  in  1843. 
wife  died  in  1858. 

Our  subject  ac(juired  his  early  education  in 
the  old  log'  school  house  near  his  home,  in  Wash- 
ington township.  Wood  county.  When  a child 
of  eight  3'ears  his  father  died,  and  two  years  later 
he  began  work  at  four  dollars  per  month;  the 
following  year  he  received  five  dollars  a month, 
then  took  up  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed while  fitting  himself  for  the  profession  of 
school  teaching,  to  which  he  devoted  his  energies 
some  two  years.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  he  was  the  first  man  in  Washington 
township  to  enlist,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany B,  2tst  Regiment  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Carr  and  Col.  Norton.  He  enlisted  in  the  three- 
months’  service,  and  from  Cleveland.  Ohio,  went 
to  Ch"arlestown,  W.  \’a.,  and  in  August,  1S61, 
returned  home.  On  July  15,  1S62,  he  re-en- 
listed, received  a commission,  raised  a company, 
which  became  Company  A of  the  100th  Regiment, 
O.  V.  I.  For  meritorious  service  he  was  promoted 
from  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  to  that  of  first 
lieutenant,  then  to  captain.  He  was  mosth’  en- 
gaged in  skirmish  duty  and  border  warfare  in 
Kentucky,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Hickman,  K\'. , and  Limestone,  Tenn.,  at  which 
latter  engagement  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
was  held  in  captivity  some  fifteen  nionths.  He 
was  in  Libby  prison  at  a time  when  the  Union 
soldiers  were  given  only  one-fourth  of  the  regular 
rations.  From  Richmond  he  was  sent  to  Macon, 
Ga.,  where  he  was  kept  in  a stockade  during  the 
months  of  May,  |une,  July,  until  about  .Vugust  i, 
1864,  and  was’ allowed  there  two  ounces  of  beef 
and  two  teaspoonfuls  of  beans  for  a meal.  About 
August  I he  was  removed  and  taken  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  with  1,700  officers,  and  placed  in 
different  parts  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting it  from  the  bombardment  of  the  h’ederal 
forces.  “Here  they  were  kept  about  three 
weeks,  wl'ien  the  Union  commander  placed  a like 
number  of  Confederate  prisoners  on  the  parapets 
of  fiis  fort,  who  would  be  kept  there  under  tire  as 
long  as  the  Uiiion  [)risoners  were."  Lieut. 
Mawer  was  first  jilared  in  the  Charleston  jail, 
but  in  a short  time  was  removed  to  the  jail  yard. 


which  was  enclosed  with  a high  stone  wall. 
While  confined  in  the  latter  place  a terrific  storm 
occurred  and  the  water  stood  a foot  deep  in  the 
jail  yard.  He,  with  the  other  prisoners,  was 
j compelled  to  lie  in  the  water  (for  it  did  not  pass 
! awav  for  twent)'-four  hours)  and  sleep,  if  they 
1 could.  “ Owing  to  the  exposure  he  experienced, 

; i\lr.  Mawer  was  taken  sick,  and  had  to  be  sent  to 
Rickerville  hospital,  wdicn  many  of  the  patients 
had  yellow  fever,  which  he  fortunately  escaped. 
In  November  of  that  t ear  he,  with  some  others, 
was  sent  to  Savannah.  Ga.,  and  there  loaroled." 
Lieut.  Mawer  was  sent  to  Annapolis.  Md.,  and 
' placed  in  the  hospital,  and  was  so  emaciated  that 
! he  weighed  but  eighty  pounds.  His  mind  was  so 
i affected  he  hardly  realized  he  was  within  the 
: Federal  lines;  was  afflicted  with  scurv}-  and  otlier 
I diseases  common  to  prison  life  (was  fifteen 
I months  a prisoner  of  war).  He  remained  in  the 
hospital  about  two  months,  then  was  sent  home. 

: In  February,  1865,  he  was  offered  a lieutenant- 
colonelc}'  of  a new  regiment  being  organized  at 
the  time,  but  on  account  of  not  being  exchanged 
he  could  not  accept  it.  He  returned  to  his  com- 
mand in  North  Carolina  as  soon  as  he  was 
exchanged.  During  the  time  he  was  a prisoner 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  on 
his  return  to  the  regiment  he  took  charge  of  his 
i company,  and  was  present  when  Gen.  Johnston 
surrendered,  the  looth  Regiment,  O.  \k  I., 
taking  charge  of  Johnston's  arms  and  ordnance, 
and  remaining  until  mustered  out,  June  22,  1865, 
thence  was  sent  to  Cleveland,  Oliio,  was  paid,  and 
discharged  July’  3,  1865. 

On  his  return  home  in  July,  1865,  Capt. 

; Maw’er  purchased  180  acres  of  land,  forty  of 
' which  he  afterward  sold.  It  was  covered  \vith 
timber  and  water,  the  former  of  which  he  cut 
into  lumber  and  sold.  He  drained  and  tiled  his 
land,  and  as  fast  as  possible  transformed  it  into 
productive  fields.  He  now  has  a fine  house 
upon  the  place,  three  acres  in  orchard,  a good 
barn  and  tool  house,  a granary  and  a cooper 
shop. 

On  October  1 5.  1S65,  he  was  married  to  Helen 
; Jane  Batt,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  (Ltober 
! 29,  1843,  a daughter  of  John  and  .Vnn  (^^’atkins 
}>att,  natives  of  the  Umpire  State,  who  came  to 
Ohio  in  1855.  father  was  a cooper  Iry 

trade,  which  he  followed  for  tnany  years.  He 
! died  in  W'atcrville.  Ohio,  in  1 8<,)i , his  wife  in 
1 iS()0.  They  had  five  children : Levi,  deceased^ 

.Mrs.  .Mawer;  William,  a cool'll  r of  W.itcrville;  and 
John  and  Bert,  deceasi.'d.  .Mis.  .M.iwer  forsexen 
years  prior  to  her  m.uriage  engaged  in  teaching 
j at  Waterville,  and  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
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Mifut.  They  have  five  children;  John\h,  born  i 
May  ^4,  married  Harriet  Roe,  and  operates  ; 

• lie  iuKiie  farm;  Anna,  born  October  27,  1868,  is  ! 
[iie  wife  of  Eirvvin  Ellsworth,  a harness-maker  of  i 
( ,'.tk  Harbor,  Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio,  and  they  have  ! 
,:!ie  son — Er'vin;  George  C.,  born  October 
19.  ififE  married  Anna  Lao,  and  is  now  a j 
veterinary  surgeon  at  Oak  Harbor,  a graduate  of  ; 
()hio  University — they  have  one  child,  flelen;  \ 
Idbcrt  C. , born  December  9,  1878,  is  at  home;  j 
Frank,  born  October  6,  1S81,  died  August  17,  1 
!,S8j.  Capt.  ^dawer  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fr.aternity  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  j 
For  three  years  he  served  as  a justice  of  the  ■ 
jicace,  and  then  resigned;  for  fifteen  years  he  was  j 
;i  school  director;  for  fifteen  years  member  of  ! 
the  township  board,  and  has  also  been  supiervisor.  i 
In  politics  he  \vas  formerly  a Republican,  but  is  | 
now  a Democrat.  In  18S3  he  ran  on  the  Demo-  ; 
cratic  ticket  for  representative,  and,  though  de-  j 
fcatcd,  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket;  he  also  made  the 
race  for  member  of  the  State  L8oard  of  Equaliza- 
tion, "but  was  not  elected. 

Owen  W.  M.vlonev,  the  well-known  tank 
manufacturer  of  Bowling  Green  was  born  in 
Crawford  county,  Penn.,  June  4,  1SG5.  He  is 
of  Irish  descent  on  the  father's  side,  wdiile  his 
mother’s  ancestors  were  Scotch,  and  he  combines 
in  an  unusual  degree  the  best  qualities  of  both  ; 
races,  his  sound  judgment  and  unyielding  per-  ! 
Severance  being  accompanied  by  genialit}-  and 
pleasing  humor. 

Henry  Maloney,  his  father,  was  also  a native 
of  Crawford  county,  Penn.,  but  now  resides  in 
\\'est  Virginia  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  for  many  years.  He  is  a Demo-  ' 
crat  in  politics,  and  a prominent  member  of  the  1 
baptist  Church.  He  married  Mis  Hannah  J. 
Iroutman,  a native  of  Perrysville,  Clarion  Co., 
benn.,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Mary, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Owen  W. , our  subject; 
Carrie  M.  and  William  (twins;,  the  former  now'  | 
the  wile  of  Charles  Silkes,  of  Sisterville,  W.  \’a., 

:in  oil  o[>erator;  the  latter  is  in  the  mining  busi- 
f'ess  in  Missouri. 

Owen  W.  Maloney  spent  the  greater  part  of  ! 
his  bcnhood  in  Cabell  county,  \V.  \'a.,  and  at-  1 
t"nded  the  schools  of  Milton.  His  first  business 
'•'-•ntiire  was  in  gardening,  but  after  tw'o  years  of 
this  he  went  to  Ernlenton,  Penn.,  and  secured 
vmploynient  in  the  oil  fields,  as  pum[)cr.  In 
nsSS  he  came  to  Wood  county,  and  t>egan  the 
vusiness  of  tank  building  at  Cygnet,  where  he  re- 
fiiaita.'d  until  1891,  when  he  transferred  his  busi- 
iiess  to  Bowling  Green.  His  time  is  now  occu- 


pied with  Ids  constantly  increasing  work  in  this 
line,  manufacturing  his  tanks  from  the  rougii,  and 
employing  two  men  steadily,  and  eight  during  th.e 
busier  seasons.  He  is  also  interested  in  an  oil 
company  now  operating  at  Haskins.  He  was 
married  July  29,  1889,  to  Miss  IMalinda  Jolly,  a 
native  of  Ernlenton,  Penn.,  born  June  29,  1867, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Roy,  George  and 
Wayne,  all  of  wTom  are  at  home.  Politicallv 
Mr.  Maloney  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  Lodges. 

Judge  Edwin  Tuller  (deceased). was  one  of 
the  oldest  pioneers  of  Wood  county,  and,  as  a 
leading  factor  in  many  events  that  have  marked 
her  progress,  he  has  left  the  impress  of  his  strong 
personality  upon  the  history  of  this  region.  The 
family  is  of  Scotch  and  English  origin,  the  first 
of  the  American  line  being  the  Rev.  John  Tuller, 
who  settled  in  New'  England  at  an  early  da\'. 
Roswell  Tuller,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
near  Sirnsburv,  Conn.  Fie  w'as  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Fori 
Meigs  and  that  of  the  Thames,  at  the  latter  being 
shot,  bayoneted  and  left  for  dead  on  the  field; 
but  he  recovered  from  his  w'ounds,  and  finally 
came  with  his  family  to  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  W'as  killed  by  lightning  in  1824.  His 
first  w'ife  w'as  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  died  in 
Ohio,  leaving  a large  family  of  children.  His 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Holcomb)  Harrington, 
w'ho  was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  was  a widow 
with  four  children.  Two  sons  were  born  of  this 
union,  George,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  our  sub- 
ject. The  mother  died  in  .Monroe,  Mich. , in 
1858,  and  of  the  three  families  of  children. 
Judge  Edwin  Tuller  was  the  last 

Our  subject  w'as  born  in  Delaware  count\', 
Ohio,  July  28,  1821,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father  accompanied  his  mother  to  Worthington. 
Ohio,  remaining  until  the  age  of  fourteen,  when, 
in  October.  1835.  he  came  to  Maumee  City,  and 
clerked  in  the  store  of  a canal  contractor.  Later 
a half-brother  and  brother-in-ha w'  opened  a store 
there,  under  the  firm  name  of  Harrington  N Hun- 
ter, and  he  worketl  for  them  until  1840,  when 
they  sold  out.  .After  two  years  passed  in  the 
store  of  Horace  Waite,  he,  in  December,  1842, 
v/ent  to  Otsego  ( wliere  he  had  already  bought 
land  ) with  a stock  of  goods  of  his  own,  remain- 
ing tw'o  years,  and  then  bought  a farm  and  set- 
tled down  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  milling  for 
a time.  He  had  alreadx'  begun  to  read  law.  in 
the  office  of  james  ColTniberry.  of  M.unnee;  was 
active  in  loc.il  iiolitics,  and  one  of  the  particii'ants 
in  the  famous  mass-meeting  at  I'ort  .Meigs  in 
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1840,  “hard  cider  and  lo^  cabin”  campaign. 
He  remembers  meeting  Henry  Clay  at  Columbus, 
clad  in  Ins  “ Kentucky  jeans.  ’ 

On  March  22,  184C,  the  Judge  married  Miss 
Catherine  Kuder,  who  was  born  near  Circleville, 
August  8,  1824,  and  si.\  children  came  of  this 
union;  (i)  Alice  A.,  March  26,  1848,  married 
Marshall  i<'.  Pennywell,  and  has  two  children — 
Maggie  ('who  married  John  Losh,  and  has  two 
sons — Arthur  and  Edwin),  and  Eva.  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Lee  Willard.  (2j  Catherine  C.,  August  12, 
1850,  married  Adeibert  L.  Petteys,  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  has  one  son — Charles.  (3)  IMartha 

|ane,  born  November  24,  1855,  died  October  3, 
i860.  (4)  Flora  M.,  February  6,  1857,  married 

I.ester  Hoo\’er,  of  Union  county,  and  has  two 
living  children — P'lossie  and  Eva.  (5)  Harriet 
Ellen,  November  10,  1859,  married  John  J.  Don- 
ald, of  Wells,  Minn.  (6)  Melvinia,  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1861,  died  April  14,  1864.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  in  i 87 1 ; and  on  June  8,  1887, 
the  Judge  married  Miss  Nellie  Paul,  who  was 
born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  October  13,  1856,  and 
was  educated  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  her 
parents  were  prominent  people.  She  is  an  act- 
ive worker  in  the  Presbs'terian  Church. 

In  1863  our  subject  was  appointed  probate 
judge,  and  was  re-elected  two  terms;  in  1865  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  During  his  third  term 
as  probate  judge  he  resigned  on  account  of  im- 
paired health.  He  then  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  connection  wdth  James  R.  Tyler,  and  re- 
sided in  Perr}-sburg  some  eighteen  months  when 
he  moved  to  Tontogany,  where  he  continued  his 
practice  for  many  years.  In  political  circles  he 
was  an  influential  worker,  first  as  a M.Tig,  and 
later  as  a Republican,  and  his  well-known  abili- 
ties caused  him  to  be  called  many  times  to  the 
service  of  the  people.  He  was  postmaster  at 
Otsego  for  several  years,  and  justice  of  the  peace 
of  his  township  some  thirteen  terms;  was  Inter- 
nal Revenue  assessor,  appointed  in  1861,  and 
served  till  his  appointment  as  probate  judge  in 
1863.  Since  1872  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
1'.  (S;  A.  M.  His  death  occurred  August  29,  1896, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-fi\’c  years,  and  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends  and  acquaintances  were  left  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  this  grand  old  man. 

Jacob  Ebicklv  (deceased),  a wortliy  member 
of  the  noble  army  of  pioneers  of  Wood  count\’, 
was  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Hunting- 
don county,  July  14,  1804,  and  departed  this  life 
in  Ins  Wood  county  home,  on  the  Portage  river, 
October  31,  1 894. 

Wlien  he  was  a boy  of  some  eight  or  nine 


summers,  his  widowed  mo'dner  removed  with  her 
family  from  Huntingdon  count}',  Penn.,  to  Dublin, 
Franklin  Co.,  Ohio,  wliere  she  passed  the  rest  of 
her  days,  dying  March  14,  1868,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  Of  her  children,  those 
who  reached  their  majority  were  John,  Jacob  and 
; Nancy — John  by  four  years  the  senior,  and  Nancy 
[ two  years  the  junior,  of  Jacob,  all  now  deceased. 

■ Nancy  married  George  Evans,  and,  as  did  also 
I her  brother  John,  remained  at  Dublin  during  her 
I life.  Hon.  Eli  P.  Evans,  now  occupying  the 
common  pleas  bench  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  the 
I fourth  son  of  Nancy. 

j Jacob  Eberly  remained  at  Dublin,  Ohio,  until 
of  age,  and  then  set  cut  to  commence  life  for 
himself,  first  stopping  at  Fremont,  Ohio,  for  a 
few  months,  then  proceeding  farther,  reached 
^^Tterville  ^ at  that  time  in  Wood  county  ,1  on 
March  3.  1826.  Here  he  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Elizabeth  Cox,  whom  he  married  October  28, 
i 1827.  In  this  “ N’illage  on  the  afaurnee''  .Mr. 
i Eberlv  remained,  carrving  on  his  trade  of  black- 

I . ’ O 

1 smithing,  until  1833.  when  he  removed  upon  127 
acres  of  land  pleasantly  located  upon  the  Portage 
river,  one  mile  northeast  of  the  town  of  Portage, 
in  Wood  county,  where  he  thereafter  resided. 
Here  he  also  engaged  at  his  trade,  and  for  fifteen 
years  or  more  applied  Inmself  with  much  energy, 
i realizing  a liberal  income,  for  that  day.  A large 
: factor  in  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts. 

! however,  was  the  untiring  energy,  perseverance, 

; ingenuity  and  economy  of  his  faitbiful  life  com- 
‘ panion.  Through  their  joint  labor,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  some  fifteen  years,  aside  from  keeping 
1 up  the  excessi\'e  doctor  bills  growing  out  of  the 
; new  and  undrained  condition  of  the  country,  and 
i maintaining  a large  famil}',  they  had  paid  for  and 
i largely  improved  and  drained,  the  homestead. 

I As  the  avails  of  the  farm  increased,  the  cares  and 
responsibilities  grew  lighter,  so  tiiat  during  the 
balance  of  his  life,  aside  from  superintending  tiie 
farm.  Mr.  Eberly  devoteil  much  time  to  reading, 
keeping  well  informed  upon  current  events,  and 
the  political  issues  of  the  times.  Personahy 
quiet,  even-tenqiered,  generous  and  thoughtful. 

: he  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  hi? 
neighbors.  In  earlier  life  he  was  ( though  against 
his  wish  ) elected  towns!) ij)  troisurer;  served  the 
term,  and  was  re-elcctcd  for  twentv-five  years 
thereafter;  was  requested  to  become  a candidate 
for  more  responsible  places,  but  preferred  the 
, ((uiet  domestic  life  he  lived. 

Over  sixty-one  of  the  si.\ty-se\en  }ears  of  tin' 
married  life  of  this  honored  couple,  ;ind  extending 
to  the  ye:ir  1894,  wei’c  passed  in  peace  and  happi- 
ness upon  the  old  homestead,  in  wliich  \ear,  on 
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till’  list  day  of  October,  Mr.  Eberly  passed  away  | 
,,i  liis  ninety-first  year,  and  seventeen  da\  s therc- 
.dti'r,  in  her  eighty-ninth  year,  his  companion 
f(.l!owed.  Si.x  children  survive  them:  Joseph  C., 
Matilda  Johnson,  William  S. , Elliott,  Harriet  E. 
l>uiid,  and  Benjamin  C. 

A graphic  description  of  the  homestead  and 
its  occupants  at  an  early  day  is  given  by  O.  P. 
I;i(|ues,  a nephew  of  Mrs.  Eberly,  in  a letter 
Written  to  a member  of  the  family  a few  days 
.liter  the  death  of  Afr.  Eberly.  Mr.  Jaques,  who 
IS  a prominent  citizen  of  Warsaw,  Ind.,  had  made 
a visit  at  their  home  a short  time  prior  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Eberly,  and  this  sketch  will  close 
\s’ith  the  following  extract  from  his  letter,  which 
IS  dated  Warsaw,  Ind.,  November  7.  1894: 

‘ • Wh  en  I last  saw  the  dear  old  man,  how 
plain  was  it  to  be  seen  that  he  was  fast  nearing 
tiie  end  of  his  long  life;  and  I fancy  that  when 
lie  saw  that  Aunt  could  not  recover,  he  did  not 
care  to  live.  A plain,  good,  honest  man;  a true 
and  devoted  father  and  husband  has  gone. 

What  a remarkable  married  life!  and  how  I 
am  moved  when  thinking  of  them!  Called  back 
in  memory,  to  the  beginning  as  it  were,  of  my 
life,  one  of  the  first  places  on  earth  impressed  on 
my  young  mind,  was  the  home  of  Aunt  and  Uncle 
iCberly,  and  although  near  sixty  years  have  passed 
since  that  time,  how  visibly  every  feature  of  that 
pioneer  home,  with  all  of  its  environments  at  that 
time,  presents  itself  to  me  now!  A large  two- 
story  hewed-log  house,  with  brick  chimney;  a 
double  round-log  barn;  four  or  five  small  fields 
cleared  out  of  the  dense  wilderness ; a garden  fenced 
■'Vith  pickets  near  the  house;  another  smaller  log 
cabin  near  the  steep  bank  of  the  creek;  the  well 
in  the  yard  with  the  old-fashioned  windlass.  In 
the  cabin  near  the  creek  was  Uncle’s  smith  shop, 
where  he  could  nearly  always  be  found  so  full  of 
life  and  energy,  happy  and  cheerful,  and  so  in- 
•iustriously  carrying  on  his  business.  In  and 
about  the  house  could  always  be  seen  the  promi- 
nent figure  of  Aunt,  surrounded  by  her  large 
family  of  little  children  (the  oldest  but  little  older 
than  myself ),  so  full  of  vigor  and  perseverance, 
with  her  strong  will-power,  faithful!}'  and  indus- 
triously doing  and  discharging  the  duties  of  a true 
young  wife  and  mother,  in  a new  couiitry.  I love 
to  reflect  upon  her  noble  traits  of  good,  true 
womanhood.” 
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Wii.u.xM  S.  Em'.Ki.v,  senior  member  of  the 
"'ell-known  firm,  in  Bowling  Green,  of  Eberly  N 
^011,  merchants,  was  born  near  Portage,  Wood 
bo.,  Ohio,  December  19,  1 8 56,  and  is  a son  of 
tf'e  late  Jacob  and  Eli/abcth  (Coxj  Eberly. 
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Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  working 
on  his  father's  farm  during  the  summers,  and  at- 
tending the  district  school  m winter  time.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  began  to  teach,  winters,  thus 
securing  means  whereby  he  was  enabled  to  avail 
himself  of  better  schools,  at  the  close  of  each 
winter  term.  He  taught  some  four  or  five  win- 
ters. attending  Fostoria  Academ}' for  a time,  and 
also  Otterbein  College;  but  his  school  course  wms 
interrupted  by  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  dep- 
uty clerk  of  the  common  pleas  court,  which  had 
been  tendered  him  by  the  clerk.  During  the 
three  years  or  more  he  was  employed  in  this 
office,  he  at  odd  times  studied  law',  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Hon.  Asher  Cook,  of  Perrvsburg, 
and  he  , was  admitted  to  the  bar  August  7,  1868. 
Opening  a law  office  in  Bowling  Green,  he  con- 
tinued for  a short  time,  then  removed  to  Fos- 
toria, where  he  soon  built  up  a good  practice. 
Here,  about  the  year  1S74,  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Alex.  Brown,  attorney  at  law,  but  Mr. 
Ebei'ly,  after  a few'  years,  retiring  from  the  part- 
nership. returned  to  Bowling  Green,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1877  was  elected  clerk  of  the  common 
pleas  court  of  Wood  county,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  being  re-elected— the  tw'o  terms  extend- 
ing from  I'ebruary,  iSyS.  to  February,  18S4.  In 
the  latter  year  he  again  opened  an  office  at  Bowl- 
ing Green  for  the  practice  of  law,  but  in  a few  days 
he  was  seized  with  a severe  attack  of  pleurisv,  from 
theeffects  of  which,  after  a longprostration,  he  was 
partially  restored  to  health,  yet  the  effect  upon  his 
nervous  system  rendered  him  unfit  to  again  en- 
gage in  his  profession,  or,  indeed,  in  any  business, 
until  the  discoverv  of  the  great  oil  field  of  Wood 
county.  Owning  eighty  acres  of  land  in  tkie 
heart  of  this  field,  his  attention  was  for  several 
years  engaged  in  its  development,  since  which 
time  he  has  secured  a lucrative  income  from  its 
product. 

Mr.  Eberly  and  his  son,  Joseph  F. , under  the 
firm  name  of  Eberly  N Son,  are  carr}'ing  on  a 
leading  retail  boot  and  shoe  business  at  llowling 
Green,  in  a valuable  brick  block,  of  wh'ch  our 
subject  is  the  owner.  He  resides  in  a pleasant, 
commodious  home,  embracing  eleven  acres,  and 
situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the  thriftv  and  jiro- 
gressive  town  of  Bowling  Green.  A lover  of 
reading.  Mr.  Eberl}'  devotes  much  time  to  his  ex- 
tensive library  of  well-selected  books,  embrac  ing 
history,  biography,  science,  and  all  the  subjects 
that  interest  mc'dern  thinkers. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1866  .Mi.  Eberly  met 
and  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Hattie  .\. 
Chubb,  of  Berrysburg,  Ohio,  upon  her  return 
from  Delaware,  wluue  she  had  been  attending 
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college.  On  the  30th  of  July,  in  the  following  1 
year,  they  were  joined  in  marriage  at  the  lioine  j 
of  her  father,  Rev.  R.  H.  Chubb,  then  in  Perrys-  | 
burg.  Educated,  intelligent,  graceful  in  move-  ; 
rnent,  charming  in  conversation,  refined  by  in-  ^ 
stinct  and  by  discipline,  beloved  and  venerated 
by  her  family,  Mrs.  Eberly  lived  her  life  of  forty- 
seven  years,  when,  after  a long  sickness,  on 
August  5,  1893,  she  passed  away.  The  children 
of  this  union  all  survive,  viz.;  Charles  B.,  Lora 
O. , Joseph  F.,  Ralph  J.,  and  W.  Neil. 

Andrew  J.  G.-vruner,  M.  D.,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
was  born  July  19,  1827,  in  Hubbard,  Ohio, 

which  has  been  the  home  of  his  famil\-  since  the  : 
year  :Soi,  when  his  grandfather,  John  Gardner,  ' 
a native  of  North  Ireland,  settled  upon  a farm  in  i 
the  then  frontier  region  of  Trumbull  county.  He  : 
married  Elizabeth  Pothour,  a native  of  Pennsyl-  , 
vania,  and  their  son  Andrew',  our  subject's  father,  ' 
was  born  in  Hubbard,  in  1805.  He  married  | 
Emeline  Roberts  in  1826,  also  a native  of  Hub-  ' 
bard,  wdiose  parents  came  from  Connecticut.  ; 
She  w'as  born  in  1804.  He  was  an  auctioneer, 
and  later  in  life  also  followed  farming.  He  fsince  : 
i86oj  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and 
wife,  from  early  life,  were  united  with  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Pie  died  at  Hubbard  January  26,  1868, 
and  his  widow'  still  resides  there  at  the  age  of 
ninety-tw'o  years.  Of  their  six  children  our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest;  Lydia,  next  younger,  resides 
with  her  mother;  Harmon  G.  was  a soldier  in  the 
artillery  service  during  the  Civil  w'ar,  and  died  at  | 
M emphis,  Tenn. ; Caroline  married  Rev.  X.  G.  | 
Luke,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania;  Mary  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  J.  F.  Corll,  of  Plubbard;  Dillon  P,  en-  j 
listed  at  Youngstowm,  in  i86i,  in  Company  B,  ’ 
19th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Beattie,  and  served  ' 
four  years.  He  now  resides  near  Martinsville,  ; 
Indiana.  I 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gardner  lived  at  Hubbard  until  he 
was  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Youngstown,  and  there  attended  school  ; 
for  several  years.  He  read  medicine  for  some  ■ 
time  with  Drs.  Woodbridge  and  Garlick,  and 
then  entered  the  Medical  De|)artrnent  of  Western  ' 
Reserve  College,  graduating  in  1848.  For  a few’ 
months  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Sharon, 
Penn.,  and  five  years  at  Youngstown  and  Cleve-  ! 
land,  Ohio.  In  [853,  he  came  to  Grand  Rapids, 
Ohio,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  for  thirty-  ; 
six  years  has  conducteti  a drug  store.  | 

On  May  5,  1850,  the  Doctor  was  married,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Meribah  S.  Denison,  j 
a native  of  Norw'ich,  Conn.,  born  June  30,  1830.  1 
She  passed  away  July  3,  1894,  at  Grand  Ra[>ids,  , 


Ohio.  There  is  one  child,  Lydia  Leanora,  now 
at  home.  In  all  measures  for  local  improvement 
the  Doctor  has  ahvays  been  a leader.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also 
his  wife.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  not 
particularly  active,  how’ever,  in  party  affairs  in 
seeking  office.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  State 
convention  that  nominated  Jolin  Brough  for  gov- 
ernor. He  is  a Royal  and  Select  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Council  No.  33,  at  Toledo. 

Melvin  L.  Dev’ORE  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
merchants  of  MTod  county.  He  was  born  at 
Tidioute,  Warren  Co.,  Penn.,  December  ii. 
1869,  and  is  of  French  lineage.  His  grandfather, 
however,  was  a native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and 
his  father,  Luke  Devore,  was  born  near  Mead- 
ville,  Crawdord  Co.,  Penn,,  w’here  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  In  Warren  county,  he  married 
Sophia  A.  Garret,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  have  since  lived  in  that  county,  owning 
there  a farm  of  13S  acres.  They  have  three 
children— Garret,  a farmer  of  Warren  county; 
Melvin  L.,  and  Alfred,  at  home. 

Our  subject  first  attended  school  in  his  native 
county,  and  completed  his  education  by  a collegi- 
ate course  in  Erie,  Penn.  Up  to  his  sixteenth 
year  he  assisted  his  father  in  i:he  work  of  the 
home  farm,  and  then  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Warren  county  for  two  terms.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  in  clerking  in  a grocery  store  in  his 
native  county  for  about  four  years,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1893  he  came  to  Wood  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a half  interest  in  his  present  business, 
w'hich  is  now'  conducted  under  the  firm  style  of 
Devore  & Otterback.  He  is  an  enterprising  mer- 
chant, progressive  in  his  methods,  and  keeping 
fully  abreast  w’ith  the  times  in  all  particulars. 

Mr.  Devore  w'as  married  in  Tidioute,  Penn., 
in  1893,  to  Miss  Eva  Henry,  who  was  born  in 
Erie  county,  in  November,  1870.  Their  only  child 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Devore  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  a member  of  both  the  subordinate 
lodge  and  encampment  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Tid- 
ioute. He  and  his  wife  occupv  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  social  circles,  and  are  leading  young  peo- 
ple of  the  community  in  which  thev  reside,  while 
Mr.  Devore  occupies  a prominent  position  in  com- 
mercial circles. 

.Veered  Thersiin,  who  has  the  honorable 
distinction  of  being  the  oldest  living  pioneer  ot 
Bowling  Green.  Ohio,  was  born  in  Chenango 
county,  N.  Y. . .Vpril  20,  1806.  and  is  tlie  son  of 
Eli  and  Margaret  Rooms)  Thurstin. 

Eli  Thurstin  was  born  in  New  York  City,  and 
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VOOT)  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


1 in  Liv  ingston  Manor.  Ke  came  to  Ohio 
in  I St  5,  find  subsequently  bought  a large  tract  of 
1 ind  in  De  Kalb  county,  Ind. , and  a portion 
of  his  faii';ily  went  tliere  with  liim.  He  and  iiis 
lufe  remained  there  awhile,  iinally  returning  to 
(diio,  taking  up  their  residence  wirh  our  subject 
;i!id  his  hrst  wife,  near  Bowling  Green,  where 
they  eventually  departed  this  life',  he  at  about  the 
,ige  of  sixty-seven  years,  and  she  when  about 

eighty. 

Alfred  Thurstin,  our  subject,  grew  up  in  Xew 
State,  and  came  to  the  site  of  what  is  now 
bowling  Green,  in  October,  1833.  He  secured 
-.f.jne  land  on  which  he  built  a log  house,  and 
I hen  returned  to  New  York  where  he  married 
Mi.s.s  Emily  O.  Pike.  She  accompanied  him  to 
his  new  home,  where  she  died  in  1S79.  To  them 
were  born  tfie  following  children:  (i)  A.  A., 

liorn  in  1836,  married,  and  lives  in  Bowling 
Green.  He  has  one  son,  Frank,  who  is  also 
niarried,  and  has  a son,  Myron.  (7)  Wesley  S. , 
horn  in  1838,  and  has  had  six  children,  all  but 
one  of  whom  are  living:  Jesse,  Wilbur,  Alice,  | 

Wesley,  Ethel,  Mattie,  who  is  deceased.  (3) 
.Mfred  Earl,  born  October  i,  1847,  married  Miss 
Edna  Eoot,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  October 
18,  1855.  Their  children  are:  Nellie,  vvife  of 

Andrew  Shulson  (their  marriage  took  place 
I'ebruary  20,  187 5);  Dora,  died  January  16,  1885, 
when  seven  years  old;  Alfred,  died  in  1887,  when 
four  weeks  old.  (Andrew  Shulson  is  a contractor 
by  occupation,  and  was  in  Florida  for  several 
years,  but  has  recently  returned  to  Bowling 
Green).  (4;  R.  S.,  born  in  1852,  married  Miss 
Ada  Fairchild,  and  they  have  three  children, 
lk)ra,  Robbie  and  .Ada.  R.  S.  is  with  the  Snow' 
i'lake  Eime  Co.  Dora  married  W.  B.  Cornwell, 
and  is  deceased. 

Our  subject's  second  marriage  took  place 
January  [i,  1888.  his  wife  being  Mrs.  .Martha 
Louise  Van  Tassel,  a woman  of  education  and 
intelligence,  and  unusual  business  capacity. 

Mr.  Thurstin’s  farm  was  located  on  the  east 
side  of  what  is  now  Main  street.  He  laid  out 
and  sold  the  first  lots,  and  built  the  first  house  in 
the  town.  The  town  now  occupies  the  land  used 
hy  him  as  a farm,  on  which  he  lived  twentv-five 
years  before  Bowding  Green  was  started.  He. 
together  with  his  sons  and  others,  got  up  the  first 
petition  to  have  the  county  seat  moved  to  Bowl- 
•'•g  Green.  He  was  originally  a Whig  and  after- 
ward became  a Republican,  casting  his  first  vote 
New'  York  for  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton.  He 
atteruled  the  great  mass  meeting  held  at  Fort 
Meigs  during  tlie  “hard  cider  " and  log-cabin 
‘^'"niipaign. 


I J.  li.  Whitehe.-xd,  .M.  D.  This  prominent 
j physician,  and  well-known  citizen  of  fjowling 
I Green,  is  a native  of  Wood  county,  his  birth  hav- 
I ing  taken  place  in  Plain  township,  Julv"  20,  1841. 

\ The  parents  of  our  subject.  John  and  Eunice 
i (Purden)  Whitehead,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 

, the  former  born  in  i8o6,  the  latter  in  1811. 

! They'  were  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  W,  and  had 
I a family  of  hve  children,  as  follows:  J.  IF,  our 
j subject:  Daniel  P..  a farmer  in  Lucas  county, 
Ohio;  Theodore  D.,  a carpenter,  residing  at 
Storm  Lake,  iowa;  Ellen  F.,  wife  of  David 
Hartnran,  a farmer  of  Wood  county;  and  Char- 
lotte P2.,  widow'  of  John  J.  Parsons,  who  was 
killed  at  Deep  Bottom,  A’a.,  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  in 
1867,  the  father  on  May  12,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
and  came  to  AAMod  county  in  1833,  locating  at 
the  old  Mission,  on  the  Afaumee  river.  Later  he 
removed  to  within  a mile  and  a half  of  Bowlirig 
Green,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born.  tie  erected  many  of  the  residences  and 
other  buildings  put  up  in  the  county'  in  an  early 
day',  and  w'as  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
this  community. 

Dr.  Whitehead  attended  the  village  schools 
during  his  early  boyhood,  and  w'as  a student  in 
the  high  school  at  Bowling  Green  at  the  time  of 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1861,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  67th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  .A.  C.  A'oris, 
now  Judge  Voris,  of  .Akron.  The  Doctor  served 
throughout  the  entire  w'ar,  was  with  Gen.  Shield 
in  the  West  A'irginia  campaign,  with  Gen.  Gil- 
more in  South  Carolina,  and  with  Gen.  Ord  at 
Appomattox.  He  participated  in  twenty-two 
battles  and  skirmishes,  including  the  first  battle 
of  AA'inchester,  siege  of  Fort  Sumter,  charge  on 
Fort  Wagner,  Morris  Island,  and  charge  at  Fort' 
Gregg.  In  front  of  Petersburg,  while  under  Gen. 
Butler,  May  9,  1865,  he  was  w'ounded,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  sent  to  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  after  an  absence  of  some  hve  months  was 
promoted  to  lieutenant  and  adjutant.  .At  .Ap- 
pomattox he  was  in  command  of  a company, 
having  risen  bv  merit  from  private  through  all 
the  grades,  including  corporal,  sergeant,  orderly- 
sergeant  and  hrst  lieutenant.  .At  tlie  close  of  the 
war,  in  which  he  made  an  enviable  record  as  a 
i brave  and  faitliful  soldier,  our  subject  returned 
, home  and  resumed  his  studies  in  the  sch.iol  at 
Perrysburg,  of  which  Prof.  Ewing  was  thou  su- 
perintendent .\fter  completing  his  course  at 
this  sclioirl,  he  engaged  in  te.icliing,  a vocation  he 
followed  several  years. 
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In  1871  the  Doctor  began  reading  medicine 
with  Dr.  John  O.sborne,  of  Portage,  Ohio,  sub- 
sequently entering  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
College,  from  which  he  v*as  graduated  in  1874, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  practicing  in 
Portage  and  P>owliug  Green.  For  four  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  county  school  ex- 
aminers, was  also  a member  of  the  city  council 
four  years,  and  of  the  board  of  education  three 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ohio  State  Home- 
opathic Society,  and  local  examiner  for  the 
Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company. 

On  ]uly  2,  1S67,  Dr.  Whitehead  was  married 
to  Miss  Susan  Osborne,  who  was  born,  in  1842, 
in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  and  Julia  (Buchtel)  Osborne,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  at  Harpers  b'erry,  W.  Va.,  the 
latter  at  Bethlehem,  Penn.  They  had  a family  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  Timothy,  a -farmer  of 

Wood  county;  Parsey,  wife  of  J.  H.  McMahan,  a 
stockman  of  Wood  county;  Lavinia,  wife  of  G.  F. 
Munn,  a farmer  and  oil  man;  Louisa,  wife  of 
F.  M.  Carr,  a farmer  of  Wood  county;  Susan 
(Mrs.  Dr.  Whitehead);  and  Catherine,  deceased,  j 
Dr.  Osborne  died  in  1887;  his  widow  is  yet  living,  ! 
now  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Whitehead  have  been  born  two 
children:  Kate,  now  the  wife  of  Bert  Case,  and 

John,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen while  hunting.  The  Doctor  owns  a business 
block  in  Bowling  Green,  besides  numerous  pri- 
vate residences,  and  has  invested  to  some  extent 
in  the  oil  fields  of  Wood  county.  In  his  profes- 
sion he  holds  high  rank,  has  an  extensive  prac- 
tice, and  is  highly  regarded  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

I.  L.  Haxkev,  one  of  the  successful  oil  pro- 
ducers of  Wood  county,  and  a director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  July  7,  1849. 

The  members  of  the  Hankey  family  living  in 
Bowling  Green  are  descended  from  Louis  Hankey, 
a native  of  Gcrm.any  who  emigrated  to  America 
at  an  early  day.  It  is  related  that  he  had  just 
enough  mone\’  to  pay  his  way  across  the  .Atlantic, 
and  furnish  his  own  provisions.  The  ship  lost  its 
course  at  sea,  and  the  passage  consumed  so  much 
more  time  than  was  anticipated  that  his  stock  of 
food  gave  out,  anrl  he  became  indebted  to  the  ship 
for  board.  On  reaching  New  York  City  he  was 
sold  by  the  shi[)’s  conq^any,  as  was  the  custom  in 
those  days,  they  getting  the  money  for  his  time, 
which  he  worked  out  with  a farmer.  He  .after- 
ward became  a minister  of  the  INangelical 
Church,  and  also  carried  on  farming.  He  mar- 
ried a Miss  Less,  whose  father  served  seven  _\  ears 


in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  our  subjec  t re- 
members hearing  his  grandmother  often  tell  how 
she  could  trace  the  path  of  the  soldiers  bv  the 
blood  left  on  the  ground  from  their  shoeless  feet. 
In  later  years  Louis  Hankey  lived  in  both  Stark 
and  Summit  counties,  Ohio,  in  the  latter  of 
which,  he  and  his  wife  spe.nt  their  last  davs. 
This  estimable  couple  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  as  follows:  John,  father  of  our  subject; 

Catherine  married  John  Himmelright,  of  Summit 
county;  jacob  lived  in  Summit  county,  near 
Akron,  Ohio;  Lydia  married  Rev.  Miller,  a minis- 
ter in  the  Reformed  Church;  Sarah  married  a 
Mr.  Hawk;  Louis  lives  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio; 
.Samuel  is  a farmer,  residing  at  Copley,  Ohio. 

John  Hankey,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Schuylkill  county,  Penn.,  in  1S14,  and  was 
three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Polly  PMstnight,  w'ho  was  born  in  1S19,  and  died 
in  1854.  She  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Solomon  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  mar- 

ried William  Shammo,  and  is  deceased;  Lewis 
AV.  is  a minister  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at 
Tiffin,  Ohio;  John  R.  is  fully  represented  else 
where  in  this  volume;  I.  L.  is  the  subject  of 
these  lines;  two  died  in  infancy. 

John  Hankey  followed  farming  until  the  death 
of  the  mother  of  these  children,  when  he  went 
into  the  dry-goods  business  with  another  man. 
He  soon  after  bought  out  his  partner,  and  a 
couple  of  years  later  sold  out  his  store  and  pur- 
chased a stock  of  clothing  with  which  he  opened 
a store  in  AA'est  Salem,  Wayne.  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1859.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Burbank,  in  the 
same  county,  and  some  years  later  disposed  of 
his  business  and  went  onto  a farm  in  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  m 1867.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  an  ordained  minister  in  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  but  did  not  preach  on  account  of 
bronchitis.  Mr.  Hankey’s  second  wife  was  Miss 
Margaret  Reach,  who  died  fifteen  months  after 
marriage;  she  had  one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 
.Mr.  Hankey's  third  marriage  was  to  Miss  Sanih 
Strouse,  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  bv  whom  ho 
has  two  children:  Isaiah  S.,  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  Sarah  Katherine,  who  married  .\.  L.  S.nir- 
wine,  a farmer  of  Crawford  county,  Ohio. 

I.  L.  Hankey,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortmios,  and  is  a line 
illustration  of  what  can  be  accomplished  b\’ 
pluck  and  energy.  His  childhood  was  shad<)wed 
by  the  death  of  his  mother,  after  w hich  sad  event 
he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  Jacob  Hanke>' 
When  his  father  was  again  married  he  i turned 
home;  but  his  hap|uness  there  was  cut  short  by 
the  death  of  liis  step-mother,  and  the  next  d.i\ 
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lie  \v:is  taken  back  to  his  uncle’s.  There  he  re- 
(ij  iincd  until  his  father’s  third  marriage,  when  he 
stituO  a short  time  with  the  family.  After  their 
f.-nii^val  to  Medina  county,  our  subject  joined  the 
f.iinilv,  and  drove  a team  for  his  father  daring  the 
construction  of  the  Broad  Guage  railway  through 
that  county. 

When  about  seventeen  years  old  Mr.  Hankey 
left  home  with  one  dollar  in  his  pocket  and  went 
to  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  he  found  employment 
ill  a brick  yard.  He  was  ne.xt  engaged  in  driving 
a wagon  for  a peddler,  working  for  him  some  six 
or  eight  months,  during  which  time  he  made  a 
trip  to  Oil  City,  Penn.,  where  for  the  first  time 
he  saw  oil  wells  in  operation.  His  next  enter- 
prise was  to  learn  the  trade  of  plumber  and  gas 
fitter,  and  from  this  he  went  to  work  on  a farm, 
and  later  sold  patent  medicines  through  the 
country.  He  finallj'  drifted  into  Bowling  Green, 
where  his  first  employment  was  as  hack  driver 
between  Bowling  Green  and  Haskins,  and  sub- 
.sequently  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store. 

On  December  22,  1870,  IMr.  Hankey  was 

married  in  Bowling  Green  to  Miss  Sadie  Abbott, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  Septetnber 
28,  1850.  He  then  started  a grocery  store  of 
liis  own,  but  this  not  proving  a success,  he  began 
selling  sewing  and  washing  machines.  In  fact, 
he  was  a “ hustler,”  and  thoroughly  tested  any- 
thing at  hand  which  seemed  likely  to  lead  to 
financial  success.  In  1874,  Mr.  Hankey  estab- 
lished a clothing  business,  with  his  brother,  J.  R. 
Hankey,  as  partner,  the  firm  name  being  Hankey 
Brothers.  In  this  he  was  engaged  for  ten  years, 
then  sold  out  and  went  on  the  road  for  six  years 
as  traveling  salesman  for  A.  L.  Gans  & Co.,  of 
Hiiladclphia.  During  this  time  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  oil  business  in  Wood  county,  his 
ventures  being  very  successful.  Four  years  ago 
Mr.  Hankey  gave  up  all  other  business  to  attend 
to  his  growing  and  valuable  interests  in  this  di- 
rection, and  to-day  he  stands  in  the  front  rank  of 
a few  most  successful  oil  producers  in  the  Wood 
county  field.  He  is  connected  with  a series  of 
gas  and  oil  companies,  and  is  also  a director  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Hankey  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all 
local  affairs,  and  is  a public-spirited  citizen,  whose 
'vorth  is  appreciated.  He  is  a member  from  the 
Hiird  ward  in  the  city  conned,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Kepuld  ican,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  the 
I O.  O,  1'.,  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  Royal 
B-  A.  C. , K.  O.  T.  M.  He  has  always  been  very 
patriotic,  and,  when  in  his  early  manhood,  was  a 
"leinber  of  the  State  Militia  for  five  years.  In 
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1863  he  ran  away  from  home  and  tried  to  enli.st 
at  W^ooster,  Ohio,  but  was  rejected  on  accouni 
of  his  youth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankey  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living:  Minne  Mb,  wife 
of  Harry  Cook,  agent  of  the  T.  & O.  C.  railway, 
residing  at  Bowling  Green;  John  W. , who  is  a 
partner  with  his  father  in  the  oil  business  'he 
married  Bertha  Brown,  and  they  .have  one  child, 
Don  Brown);  Ivalph  Blaine,  at  home;  and  Olive 
Octive,  who  died  when  three  months  old. 

Mrs.  Hankey's  parents.  Sylvester  B.  and 
IMaryette  (Caswell)  Abbott,  were  both  natives  of 
New  York  State,  the  father  born  in  t8i2,  near 
the  Catskill  mountains,  the  mother  in  1813. 
They  were  married  in  Ohio,  whither  she  came 
with  her  parents,  and  seven  children  were  born 
to  them,  viz.:  Reuben,  of  Bowling  Green;  Eliz- 

abeth (Mrs.  Br}-an  Niles),  of  Blissfield,  Mich.  ; 
Melville,  of  Bowling  Green;  George,  a farmer  in 
Gratiot  county,  Mich.;  Sadie  (Mrs.  Hankey); 
Alice  (Mrs.  S.  Ordwayj,  of  Bowling  Green:  and 
Louis,  a farmer,  in  Wood  county.  Sylvester  B. 
Abbott  was  first  married  to  Abzina  Morrey.  and 
their  son,  John  Abbott,  is  a doctor  in  Illinois. 
Mr.  Abbott  was  a lawyer  by  profession.  He 
came  to  Wood  county  in  1853,  owned  a fine  farm 
! here,  and  died  in  Bowling  Green  in  januar\-, 
i 1890.  His  second  wife  dving  in  December, 

! 1875,  he  subsequently  wedded  Helen  Robins,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children:  Grace  (who  died 
when  eleven  years  old),  and  Jerry  (a  farnier  of 
Wood  county). 

B.  F".  Spilker.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  young  enterprising  farmers  of  Periq  s- 
burg  township.  He  was  born  in  Perr_\  sburg  Oc- 
tober 28,  186C,  and  is  a son  of  Christian  and 
Mary  Ann  (Budt)  Spilker.  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Wood  count\- 
when  twelve  years  old.  He  married  in  this 
county,  and  began  farming  in  Perrvsburg  town- 
ship, which  he  made  his  permanent  home  and 
I died  there  in  1888.  The  wife  still  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  Their  children  were  ten  in  num- 
ber, as  follows:  Christian  H..  resides  m Pcrr\s- 

burg;  Mar\'  A.,  his  twin  sister,  is  now  Mrs.  Lib- 
bin,  of  Toledo;  Olive  married  Mr.  |ohn  Henr\  . 
of  Perrvsburg;  Thomas  Jefferson  is  a telegraph 
operator,  and  lives  with  or.r  subject;  W.  1'.  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Perrysburg  township;  B.  I',, 
our  subject;  Edward  resides  in  Perrysburg; 
Charles  Peter  is  at  home;  Carstin  is  a resident  of 
Toledo;  I'lora  is  at  home. 

I Our  subject  was  reared  in  Perrysburg  town- 
1 ship,  where  he  received  his  education.  In  1880 
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he  bought  his  present  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  - 
he  has  cultivated  and  improved,  and  on  which  he  ! 
erected  his  residence  in  1891.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Perrysburg  April  16,  1891,  to  Miss 
Anna  L.  Schalier,  who  was  born  in  Perrysburg 
township  july  10,  i S70,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  Benedict  Schalier,  an  early  pioneer  of  the 
township.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  l\Jrs.  Spilker,  namely:  May  E.,  who  died 

August  29,  1892;  and  Orcel  Benedict.  Mr. 

Spilker  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and,  witii  his  wife,  is  a member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  at  Dowling. 

Frank  Kabig,  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  of  tlie  self-made  men  of  Bowling 
Green,  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Richland  Co., 
Ohio,  October  19,  1852.  His  father,  Anthony 
Kabig,  was  a native  of  Xeuberg,  Germanv,  and 

was  married  there  to  Miss  Magdalen , 

with  whom  he  not  long  afterward  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  find  a home  in  .-Vmerica.  He  was  a 
butcher  by  occupation,  and  carried  on  that  busi- 
ness in  several  towns  in  Ohio  — Wooster, 
Plymouth,  Bettsville,  Fort  Seneca  — before 
finally  locating  in  Bowling  Green,  where  he  died 
in  1S86,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His  wife 
died  in  18S2.  They  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Futherau  Church  from  their  youth.  Their 
three  children,  Edward,  Caroline  (now  Mrs,  ■“ 
Christoph  Fehmannj  and  P'rank,  are  all  living 
in  Bowling  Green. 

Our  subject's  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  different  towns  in  which  his 
parents  lived  during  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  began  to  learn  the  butcher's 
trade  with  Christoph  Fehrnann,  then  of  Tiffin, 
now  of  Bowling  Green.  He  worked  for  him  ten 
years,  and  then  entered  into  a partnership  with 
him,  which  lasted  for  two  years.  In  1S82  he 
bought  a lot  and  built  a market  of  his  own,  and 
for  fifteen  years  has  carried  on  a constantly  grow- 
ing trade,  which  has  been  developed  by  his  own 
energy  and  rare  business  judgment.  By  careful 
investments  in  real-estate  and  other  securities,  he 
has  greatly  added  to  his  wealth,  and  now  owns 
320  acres  of  land  in  W'ood  county,  and  many 
valuable  pieces  of  property  in  the  city  of  Bowling 
Green,  including  a lialf-interest  in  the  Kabig  & 
McKinsie  block. 

In  1880  hi*  was  married  to  Miss  I'annie  Mick- 
lee,  a nati\'c  of  Wood  county,  born  .August  iQ, 
1852.  They  ha\e  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
are  learing  a girl,  who  is  now  nine  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Kabig  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  takes  a 
prominent  part  m all  progressive  local  move- 


ments, wherein  his  shrewd  practical  judgment 
has  been  no  less  effective  than  in  the  business 
lines,  in  which  he  has  made  such  a marked 
success.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
P'.  at  Bowdiiig  Green. 

Captain  J.  W.  Knaggs,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist and  oil  operator  residing  near  Portage, 
was  born  May  22,  1S32,  at  Alaumee  City,  Ohio. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Wdritmore  Knaggs, 
was  a native  of  England,  who  came  to  America 
in  Colonial  tintes  and  located  at  Detroit,  where 
he  engaged  in  fanning.  He  gained  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Indians  in  his  vicinity,  and  at  the 
time  of  Hull’s  surrender  he  was  taken  to  Quebec 
and  kept  in  close  confinement — the  British  re- 
fusing to  e.xchange  him  because  they  feared  hi.' 
influence  over  his  savage  neighbors.  His  farm 
near  Detroit  was  stripped  of  everything  portable, 
and  his  buildings  tnirned,  leaving  his  familv  des- 
titute. In  later  years  he  was  an  Indian  Agent 
under  the  U.  S.  Government.  He  died  at  his 
I old  homestead.  He  and  his  wife  were  Roman 
i Catholics,  and  all  their  descendants  are  followers 
I of  the  same  faith.  They  had  five  children: 

I Whitmore,  deceased;  George,  who  died  at  Mau- 
; mee  Cit\',  in  October,  1866;  James,  now  a resident 
! of  College  Hill,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  who 
1 married  a merchant  at  Detroit;  and  John 
j our  subject's  father,  who  was  born  near  Detroit 
in  1 800,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  trad- 
j ing  wit’n  the  Indians  of  northwestern  Ohio,  and 
I later  locating  near  Toledo,  where  he  owned  four 
farms. 

• Our  subject's  father  married  Miss  Melinda 
Gunn,  who  was  born  in  1810,  at  Salem,  Mas.'., 
and  died  in  Toledo,  in  1S89.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them:  Mortimer,  who  died  at 

three  years  of  age;  PTliza,  who  married  Tim 
O'Connell,  of  Toledo,  and  died  in  1842;  Ada- 
line,  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Jones,  of  Toledo: 
James  W.,  our  subject;  Henry,  a resident  ot 
Springfield,  Mass.;  Sophia,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Hitchcock,  of  Toledo;  and  Maria,  who  married 
; Mr.  A'alentine,  the  editor  of  a paper  in  New  York 
I City. 

i Capt.  Knaggs  attended  schools  during  bo\- 
hootl  in  Toledo,  and  later  assisted  Ids  father  in 
the  management  of  his  farms.  He  came  to 
Wood  county  in  1845  to  see  some  land,  .an-l 
there  met  and  married  Miss  C\mthia  Haskins 
' who  was  born  in  Portage,  I'ebruary  6,  1832. 

: -Mtcr  their  marriage  thev  spent  one  year  at  To- 
' iedo,  and  tb.cn  returned  to  PmTage  where  they 
j have  since  resided.  Their  five  children  are  all 
1 living.  Eottie  married  G.  Carlin;  P'orest.  a 
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(.inner  in  PorLa^e,  is  not  married;  Ivy  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  \’andenburg,  and  has  one  cliild — 
Kiitli;  Mortimer  lives  at  home;  and  Wellington,  a 
farmer  at  Portage,  is  married  to  Cora  Gunn,  and 
li.is  one  daughter.  Myrtle,  and  one  son,  George. 
Wdien  tb.e  war  broke  out  Capt.  Knaggs  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  2ist  O.  V.  I.,  and  was  commis- 
sioned 1st  lieutenant;  and  at  Nashville,  in  1S62, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  and 
placed  in  command  of  Company  B.  He  was 
wounded  at  Stone  River  and  discharged  for  disa- 
bility, but  after  a short  stay  at  home  he  returned 
to  the  front  onh'  to  find  that  he  could  not  endure 
the  strain  of  active  ser\ice.  Coming  home,  he 
again  engaged  in  farming  and  later  in  oil  produ- 
cing. He  now  owns  120  acres  of  land  and  four 
oil  wells.  A patriotic  and  popular  citizen,  he  is 
a prominent  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
shortly  after  his  return  from  the  army  he  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  court  of  WMod  county.  He 
is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 

I.  V.  WiKiiB.vuGH.  a prominent  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Prairie  Depot,  has  been  remarkably 
successful  in  his  chosen  calling  owing  to  his  abil- 
ity, professional  knowledge  and  skill.  He  is  a 
nati\'e  of  Ohio,  born  in  Tod  township,  Crawford 
county,  August  11,  1S63,  a son  of  John  and 
Fli.zabeth  Horner;  Wirebaugh,  well-to-do  and 
successful  farming  people,  the  latter  now  living. 
Our  subject  was  reared  like  most  farmer  boys, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  field,  and 
attending  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
tiood.  In  :886  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  direction  o4  Dr.  Chesney,  of  Bucyrus, 
Ohio,  and  the  ne.xt  year  attended  a course  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Western  Reserve  Medical  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  March,  1890, 
after  completing  the  three-years’  course  and  con- 
tinuing his  studies  during  vacations  with  Dr. 
Chesney.  He  began  practice  at  Tiro,  Ohio, 
where  he  also  owned  a^l  interest  in  a drug  store, 
but  gave  most  of  his  attention  to  his  profession. 
In  December,  1892,  he  sold  out  his  business 
there,  and  on  January  31,  1S93,  he  closed  a ileal 
for  property  in  Prairie  Depot,  and  on  .March  4, 
following,  opened  an  office  there,  where  he  has 
since  been  successfully  engaged  in  practice.  He 
is  a talented  and  skillful  physician,  and  has  at- 
tained Ids  present  honorable  {lositiou  among  the 
medical  fraternity  by  his  own  unaid.ed  exertions. 
He  gives  the  closest  attention  to  his  business,  and 
"'Uivly  an  honorable  career  lies  before  him  in  his 
chosen  calling. 

Oil  June  10,  1896,  Dr.  Wirebaugh  was  mar- 
tied  to  Celia  Sage,  a prominent  young  lady  of 


Prairie  Depot,  who  was  for  several  years  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  the  schools  of  that  place. 

The  Doctor  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in 
civic  societies,  belonging  to  the  Kniglits  of 
Pythias,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

H.  Hamilton,  M.  D . of  Perrysburg,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  members  of  his 
pi'ofession,  is  descended  from  a long  line  of  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons.  Ot  his  ancestry  the  Cen- 
tennial Edition  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Association  says:  “One  of  the  most  distin- 

guished names  upon  the  roll  of  physicians  in  our 
locality,  whether  during  the  last  or  the  present 
century,  is  that  of  Ilamiltcn,  Earl_\‘  in  the 
eighteenth  century  Josiah  Hamrtton,  then  a bov, 
came  to  Boston  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  He 
studied  medicine  and  located  for  practice  in  the 
town  of  West  Brookfield,  Mass.  He  begat 
Josiah,  Jr.,  who  also  became  a physician,  and 
followed  his  father  in  practice  in  the  same  town. 
About  the  middle  of  the  century  Josiah,  Jr.,  be- 
gat Asa,  who  also  studied  medicine,  and  com- 
menced practice  at  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eight- 
een, so  precocious  was  he  in  the  art  inhericed 
from  his  father  and  grandfather.  Dr.  .\sa  Ham- 
ilton earl}'  left  Brookfield  and  settled  in  Somers, 
Conn.  He  with  his  young  wife  and  infant  son 
made  the  journey  on  horseback.  This  Somers 
physician  was  the  most  distinguished  of  his  fam- 
ily, and  became  an  officer  and  surveyor  in  the 
Revolutionar}'  army.  He  was  a remarkab!}'  fine- 
looking  Ilian,  physically,  and  exceeiliugl\-  popular 
in  his  professional  capacit}'.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  members  if  not  a charter  member  of  this 
society.  Although  he  lived  only  about  twentv 
years  after  he  commenced  practice,  his  reputa- 
tion for  skill  in  surgery  became  extensive.  On 
one  occasion  his  services  were  sought  from  lEiSt 
Windsor  Hill,  a \illage  only  eight  miles  fimm 
Hartford.  He  lived  about  twice  that  distance  in 
the  opposite  direction,  and  this  call  was  worthv 
of  note  because  it  shows  that  his  icputation  en- 
abled him  to  encroach  iqion  the  domains  of  tlie 
surgeons  ot  a capital  cit_\-.  This  fact  seems  to 
us  quite  remarkable,  for  their  reputation  is  now 
so  [ironounced  that  we  surgeons  eighteen  miles 
awa\'  can  hardl}'  keep  our  minor  surger}’  out  ‘.>f 
their  hands. 

“Horatio  .Arnold  Hamilton,  who  when  an  in- 
fant rode  into  Connecticut  with  his  father.  Dr. 
.Vsa,  on  horseback,  eail\-  in  or  jii-t  before  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  due  time  -tiidied  medicine 
also,  and  practiced  in  Nmners  until  Ins  two  s.'n-, 
Horatio  Asa  and  Erskine  Erasmus,  wli"  a!'.> 
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Studied  medicine,  ^^'ere  ready  to  practice,  when 
he  gave  up  the  field  to  them  and  retired  to  En- 
field. Here  he  built  up  a large  practice,  in  which 
he  continued  to  labor  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred about  the  year  1850.  He  was  a remark- 
able man  in  his  way.  He  had  quite  a literary 
taste,  and  was  proud  of  his  professional  pedigree, 
he  being  the  fourth  doctor  in  direct  line  from 
Dr.  Josiah.  He  was  an.xious  to  contiue  the  line 
in  his  posterity,  and  it  is  said  that  on  one  occa- 
sion when  his  only  remaining  son.  Dr.  Erskine 
Hamilton  (Dr.  Horatio  having  died),  was  inclined  ! 
to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  farming  e.xclu- 
sively,  he  spent  whole  nights  in  violent  lamenta- 
tion. His  vigorous  protestations  prevailed,  and 
the  line  remains  unbroken  to  this  day.  Dr.  Ho- 
ratio and  Dr.  Erskine  each  begat  a son  who 
studied  medicine,  and  both  of  these  are  now  in 
active  practice;  one.  Dr.  Horatio  Arnold,  in  Per- 
rysburg,  Ohio,  and  the  other,  Dr.  Theodore 
Erasmus,  in  Springfield,  Mass.  And  still  further, 
a son  of  Dr.  Horatio  Arnold  (Marry  Arthur)  is 
practicing  with  his  father,  and  a son  of  Dr.  Theo- 
dore Erasmus  is  graduating  this  year  )iS92)  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York  City.” 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above.  Dr.  Horatio 
Arnold  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  father. 
Dr.  Horatio  Asa,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty, 
married  Miss  Clarissa  Peck,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
Peck,  of  Stafford,  Conn.,  and  had  three  children: 
Elizabeth  married  Dr.  Royal  Strickland,  of  En- 
field, Conn.,  who  despite  his  eighty  years  is  still 
in  practice:  Pf.  A.  is  our  subject;  and  Marinda 
Eliza  is  the  wife  of  James  Murray,  a prominent 
lawyer,  once  State’s  attorney  of  Ohio. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Hamilton  was  born  in  Somers, 
Conn.,  March  27,  1829,  was  educated  in  Suffield, 
Conn.,  and  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  graduating  from  the  lat- 
ter school  March  22,  1852,  after  a three-years’ 
course.  He  practiced  \hree  years  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  then,  in  1854,  came  to  Perrysburg 
and  commenced  practice  along  with  the  late  Dr. 
Peck.  Dr.  Hamilton  married  October  3,  1855, 
Miss  Delia  Dewey,  who  was  born  in  1828.  in 
^fiddleton,  Conn.  They  have  three  children: 
Ida  married  W.  J.  Parks,  of  Toledo,  and  has 
four  children — Grace,  William,  Hamilton  and 
Harold;  Harry  Arthur,  born  January  27,  1862.  is 
now  practicing  medicine  with  his  father;  Charles 
Murray,  born  July  i,  1866,  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Milburn  Wagon  Co.,  of  Toledo  (he  marrietl 
Miss  Anna  Pryant,  and  has  two  children-  Harr\’ 
and  Helen;.  Dr.  Hamilton  and  his  family  are 
prominent  in  the  social  life  at  Perrysburg.  He 


is  a man  of  unusual  robust  physique,  and  al- 
tliough  nearing  the  ordinary  term  of  three  score 
years  and  ten,  no  task  is  too  difficult  for  him. 
and  he  displays  an  energy  which  puts  time  at  de- 
fiance. He  is  a member  of  the  American  Med- 
I ical  Association,  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Associa- 
; tion,  and  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  been  a Ereemason  for  many 
years;  in  politics. was  originally  a M’hig,  and  has 
been  a Republican  since  the  formation  of  that 
party. 

Arthur  B.  Murphy,  the  able  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Wood  county,  was  born  in  Condit, 
Delaware  Co.,  Ohio,  December  15,  i860.  Since 
coming  to  Bowling  Green,  in  1887,  he  has  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  profession,  his  thorough 
legal  training  and  fine  oratorical  gifts  receiving 
prompt  recognition. 

Mr.  Murphy’s  ancestors  on  both  sides  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Bucke_\e  State. 
Plis  paternal  great-grandfather,  M’illiam  Murphy, 
came  from  Maryland  early  in  the  century,  and 
settled  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio.  He  was  a 
prominent  Democrat,  and  an  e.xtensive  land 
owner,  but  was  chiefiy  noted  for  his  love  of  hunt- 
ing and  his  large  pack  of  fox  hounds.  He  married 
a Miss  Leaf.  Their  son  Basil,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  in 
1802.  u hence,  in  1828,  he  moved  to  Delaware 
county,  and  bought  a farm  on  Rattlesnake  creek. 
He  acquired  a fine  competence,  and  in  later 
years  retired  to  Delaware.  Ohio,  where  he  died,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  on  the  nomiifation  of  Fremont  he 
joined  the  Republican  party.  He  married  Miss 
Rachel  .\lgire,  a lady  of  German  descent,  and  a 
member  of  an  old  pioneer  family  living  near  Win- 
chester, P'airfield  county.  She  was  greatly  be- 
loved for  her  good  works.  She  was  an  aunt  of 
the  late  John  A.  Shannon,  a prominent  attornex’ 
of  Bowling  Green,  whom  she  reared.  Basil 
Murphy  and  his  wife  had  seven  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were  Minerva, 
who  married  John  Sinkey,  of  Delaware  county; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  the  late  .\braham  D.  Adams,  a 
well-known  lawyer  and  a partner  of  Ex-Gov. 
Dennison;  Charles  Leaf,  our  subject’s  father; 
Linnic  B.,  now  resuling  in  Delaware,  and  Will- 
iam, who  went  to  Texas  and  died  there. 

Charles  L.  Muiqihy  was  born  in  1837  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Delaware  county,  C'liiiR  wheie 
he  now  resides.  He  is  <i  Republic.m  with  Prohi- 
bition tendencies.  He  me.rried  .Martha  .\dam<, 
a native  of  the  same  county,  and  a descendant 
an  old  Connecticut  family.  Her  parents,  Jolu. 
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,ind  Ucsire  (Cook)  Adams,  came  to  Delaware  ‘ 
county  when  that  region  was  a wilderness.  They  i 
were  at  hist  undecided  wliether  to  locate  thereon  ' 
•’  l)crbv  Plains  ’ or  at  the  present  site  of  Coium- 
ims;  hut  the  hnding  of  a peach  tree  growing  in  ; 
the  woods  at  the  former  place  turned  the  scale  in  ; 
its  favor.  They  were  devout  Methodists,  and 
their  house  was  for  many  years  a regular  place  of 
meeting  for  that  society.  Bothli\'ed  to  advanced 
;igc.  Mrs.  Adam's  sister.  Cassandra  (Cook)  ' 

Clonvcrse,  was  the  mother  of  Hon.  George  L. 
Converse,  of  Columbus.  Jay  Cooke,  the  finan-  I 
cier,  was  a relative  of  the  family.  John  Adams  ' 
and  his  wife  reared  a family  of  seven  children 
named  as  follows:  f i)  Ursula,  the  widow  o'f  Dr. 

L P.  Sigler,  formerly  of  Upper  Sandusky,  and  | 
later  of  Garden  Grove,  Iowa.  (2)  Calvin,  a 
fruit  grower  in  Placer  county.  Cal.  (3)  Abraham 
Ik,  who  married  Mary  Murphy,  our  subject’s 
aunt.  (4)  Martha  S.  (Mrs.  Murphy).  (5)  ' 

James,  deceased,  formerly  a resident  of  Delaware 
county.  (6)  John,  the  recorder  of  Placer  coun- 
ty, Cal.  (7)  Elijah,  formerly  recorder  of  Dela- 
ware county,  and  now  a resident  of  Columbus. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a family  of  eight 
children,  the  others  being:  (2)  Lovett,  now  in 

W ’ashington.  (3)  Delano,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two.  (4)  Grant,  at  home.  (5)  Ern- 
est. deceased  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  (6) 
h'arrah,  a student  in  the  Ohio  State  University 
at  Columbus.  (7)  Gertrude,  married  to  George  ' 
E.  Thrall.  (8)  Cora,  at  home.  | 

Mr.  Murphy  attended  the  district  school  until  j 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  then  entered  the  ' 
Sunbiiry  High  School,  and  two  yearslater  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,  where  he  graduated  from 
the  scientific  course  in  1885,  with  the  degree  of 
A.  H.  He  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  college 
paper,  T/ic  Transcript.  In  1884  he  won  the  col-  | 
Ic-ge  prize  for  oratory,  and  in  P'ebruary,  1885,  took 
the  second  jalace  among  eight  contestants  in 
the  State  oratorical  contest  at  Oberlm,  Gov.  Mc- 
Kinley being  one  of  the  judges.  He  began  the 
study  of  law  with  John  S.  Jones,  of  Delaware,  and 
in  1886  entered  the  senior  class  of  the  Cincinnati 
Khw  School,  graduating  the  following  year.  He 
also  engaged  in  oratorical  contests  there,  obtain-  | 
hig  second  place.  On  the  advice  of  J.  D.  Cox,  : 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  Grant's  cabinet,  he 
cmne  to  Bowling  Green  in  the  fall  of  1887. 
^■iigaged  in  general  practice.  In  November,  1890, 
he  was  appointed  mayor  to  succeed  Andrew 
Mears,  and  in  the  following  .Vpril  was  elected  to 
lhat  office.  In  1892  he  was  re-elected,  but  re- 
''ignod  to  take  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney 
j<'uiuary  i,  1894.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 


most  polished  speaker  of  his  age  in  this  part  of 
Ohio.  He  is  a close  student,  but  occasionally 
breaks  the  routine  of  professional  life  b}  social 
diversions  and  hunting  expeditions.  Mr.  Murph}' 
is  a Republican  in  politics:  socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P. , the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1893,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Kershner,  a native  of  Li’o- 
erty  Center,  Henry  county,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Nellie  F.,  born  January  28,  1895.  Mrs. 
Murphy’s  parents.  Andrew  R.  and  Lanie  Andrix) 
Kershner,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were 
married  in  Ohio.  They  had  eight  children,  viz.: 
Jennie  and  Alice,  who  both  died  in  infancy:  Kate, 
wife  of  Rev.  W.  P.  Bender,  a minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church;  Mrs.  Murphy;  George  Washington,  of 
Bowling  Green;  Zella.  at  home;  Adaline.  teach- 
ing in  the  Bowling  Green  schools;  and  one  whose 
name  is  not  given.  The  father  was  a hotel-keeper. 
He  serxed  in  the  i6oth  O.  L,  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  xvounded  in  the  service.  He  died 
May  15,  1879;  the  mother  resides  at  Fostoria. 
Mrs.  Murphy  was  born  August  16,  1868,  xvas  edu- 
cated at  Liberty  Center  under  the  superiniend- 
ency  of  George  H.  Poulson,  now  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  commenced  teaching  when  sixteen. 
She  taught  four  years  in  the  Boxvling  Green 
schools. 

George  Rethixger,  of  Custar,  is  a native 
of  Ohio,  born  in  Lucas  county  February  13, 
1848,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  C.  (Long:  Reth- 
inger.  Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  receiving  the  usual  winter  school 
advantages,  later  taking  a business  course  at  To- 
ledo. In  early  manhood  he  worked  on  a farm 
during  the  summer,  teaching  school  in  the  winter 
season,  till  1874,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Cus- 
tar, and  entered  the  general  merchandise  store 
of  Ingram,  Keeler  N Co.,  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  and  bookkeeper,  remaining  there  some 
nineteen  months,  or  until  the  firm  was  burned 
out.  Mr.  Rethinger  then  taught  the  parochial 
school  of  Custar  for  one  winter,  after  winch  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  trade,  in  course  of  lime, 
in  connection  therewith,  engaged  in  the  grain 
and  live-stock  business,  and  expanding  his  gro- 
cery store  into  one  of  genera!  merchandise.  This 
he  conducted  some  nine  years,  then  selling  out, 
and  again  taking  up  the  profession  ot  te:iching, 
this  time  in  the  puldic  schools,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued for  one  winter.  Once  nu.rre  he  com- 
menced general  uierehandi-'ing,  including,  as 
before,  the  grain  trade,  having  a partner  m the 
person  of  .Abram  Phenix;  but  at  the  end  of  one 


•A 


-i,.  bor^-.I'Xi  1?of(» 

■ i‘‘  i I '!  '•'  ^ !■  . OlfH  ) 

' :ii  ;■,'  '-’iiJ 

Ml hn'i-  .'i!'  ', 

< i.r:  m tT-  -'i'.-ltJ'-i  'M  i- 
■ ? ;i  »r{i  , :’t  'O  'o  loo 

1.1'.'^  L- jfcjio‘ r 

r"*.  ■ / .(]  -J.i:  . : I f.f!  r nO 

.1-.  _'4  '--i  boi-nf:*!! 

. vi;':  ! ! .-  ^Ji'3 

.'Liitj.j  fnu<i  - 'i 

>i  ,•;!  M -r, 

. I . • i.v'S  .'ii.ury-l  <:;>•’■  -■ 

■ ,.•  “•  b'j'’;-  Ml 

■ •..A  IM  b ,'i'  )-!;od  oriv'-  IjlV-  0'.iu.^l_ 

.^,1.  . m!j  lo  MVt-.ipi  flr-Ji  .’I  ’ 

( ) ) '- p doinri  J 

.•■•..'Mit  .-boo.'.'  -;  .i-j',; '.n fii  uni 

.,;;  ..-li.jiU,.  1 .V  6 a/!j  ui  bana.-;  .H 

bOil)  •■M  . ? Ml'!  1 |I  (fllXi;  '■'■•M  blli< 

''  -XI 


/i.Ml’  ^ ' I, 

M :■.  . ■' 

• • . . vd''Aj 
: b:":  ..14, 

, Ml< 

■ . ; • / ! ; f-  ■ ' .■ 

. i.ii 

, ,.  Ml  i 


J'llOi'i'M  . 


M,,  , ..■'iiuii  'idi  ,v?'8i  .«!  ''‘b- 

-r.  <LJ.'  .<4?  I .C'l  fru.J  /rfq-snU  .«i4 

KnM'rii-iaqn;-  aiij  ■]0('a;i  iMlii;*-!  '4T-’<bJ  b'.jM  ■ 
;wt,;bv-40  tM  //-.a  .n.M-'MO'I  .H  au-lQoD  lo  M-^. 
n-M' .4  x-jn-'-  Unix. b-audfritnoo  Lux.  .o-b' ■ 
,■  , . •Miii.'v-ii  MiU'-.  M 'if-toi  niraixii . Ti'.'.?. 

.efCK-’'-' 


■I  Ml  . 


■ ' ',r  ••■.i,>v  !hm':x5I  aoMo:i4' 

>i  n^iod  ,0!ilO- lo 
■J  -r,!.!/ . bi'K  ■ n iof;  lb  ncy<  s ) 
-i':i  -'-'.uMMa  luO 


,<  ;■  r.'! 

Ixaiio'  'J- 

Ml  U!'‘'07 

M3l  .fill 

''•10  OX"' 

1,11  •■Moiaud 

K U'74.: 

X jJxii 

‘.1  M • 

.■  i 0 / '..d 

-Lofiiin  r.' 

•fl  (ili'.M 

a t .'•■  . ' 

: ..!  iOUli'MM  Mil 

;;!n;;M;  .i 

z>ifAV.)c. 

t,' ) , . • 

, u;.  ,'J  ''ll  1 13 

(’•Jil!v/  .:• 

4--HI  ' 

■ OLmi 


li  .)  •^ivinitb 
il 

If.'lirllOU  S'-  t'Li'lvJrs'J  bfifi  jTI'*-- 
.;,,  , orij  ni  .'  ' '4  • MtaaM  ,mxnv,nl- i<' . 
-ni"-'  i>3ib-  ^'ninixirijo'i  .-j-.  bus  rf‘ial'5 

.'irn.  rj  ^r-'  rinfi  axli  lijfxu  •[:-  .eriJnom  (iaaJDiini 
i;i ' I Jfl3  ..ifignxi.:!  q-'flJ  lOgn'diaSI  .Jl'O 

■i)  1-jiU.  .laxni//  Olio  I'.'l  nil'cuO 

'.M  ...iTiJoo  fii  .•-.L>  .?  7'1-3D07^  ni  badicdfn^i 
fiiriiu  oflJ  ni  ha^iiun  j ;(?' noiinafinoo  ns 

•O'-,;  ii;i  bi.  mmJ  bm 

xj';  I <-,4bt)i5lioTf'ni  lo  aXXO- Cvjflt  "OlOJ*  <10  ^ 

jffouniHa?-  ‘''nfi  ..'if.vY  o/iin  -omoa  bdi-xahnco  aa 
.-tU'loioi  \o  ..ioi-".'d'-iq  vdl  qjj 
Tjo.j  sd /bulw  ni  .eict'dos  oUduq  arli  ni  onnJ  aidJ 
•,rv>  oil.  oiO' ■ ''.''/nO  ' .-tiUu'f/  9no  7cd  t>oonti 
ct,  -nibul'jr,:  , U'Vmii'->B  byonanj  i 

oil;  ni  laxiniiq  b Bnivid  .sbs'*'  nieis  nHj  .s-iotsd  j 
Ufin  'n  btiiJ  adJ.  it  Jud  ,xiHaf$.J  .fiUiulA  io.noeiaq* 


.irv.xvbU  o)  vfnr.o  Aa.nifibA'Vi^ooO.)  ooifca<l.  bM 

>.,'4n  .I'ii  V i;  3fiw  fiorAit  -'«dJ  nsd'flr  '^Juuo-r  1 
no  ar.-rt}  atixp  ■!  4 ii.nibH-x/  bofei'-bmi  laid  '5i;  u‘; .«  ■ 

■nv.  '.'j')  la'MJfa  jra-i'Miq  ^'dJ  ^r.-  I"  " anicri  " - 

iii  uniT/oiB  lo  , 'ij'l 

oi  s{r>oa  yiii  boxciL'.)  tv,i;!q  lamvj]  adt  ^ hbx«xv/  >ih 
tin/;, mt>vab  aiow  y ifH  .ioyr.1  ."»Ji ■ ■ 
lt>  '.  (ilq  ■icb.t.4  '1  B '/o-sm  lOi  :^.b-u  ■xi'.it) 

''  •*  ii!  HjoH  .vjdino,;  .M:ih  loV ’aiiHoatn  - 

-.1  o3'  /j'ilir.'.svr,:)  .ToJaie  a an  bA  anW  .aui; 

J oy.IoaD  r,.H  fOrHo-l  odJ 
Huxaii  axii  .ovI-mcO  v-r.l  ^-wdrauioD  io ' .s; oavrtArj 
limiibA  ad' -I.  vjanfil  adj  lo  y/iJiibi  b n.// Viaxa-  , 
'’sibirib  ;j  iv 'll  ti'i  vliaifii  xi . bvixioi  a\iv7  '■iff  lifix. 

‘-iCr.  Itw.'of.,  //  adJ  ,filai  ■ 0 :^wcrllol  aA  bantta., 
huxi  r.’qq'^  i-  /iJ3(ira4 

q,  ui/UD-  ,AwoI  .avoxD  xisIvibO  )o  wist 

,-n0iiii:v»A  (tV  • .iiiO  .omo^  ni.iawoig  )iui 

a'j-rVi.dya  nio  ,7riqnnl4  vjbI/.  bonixan  pxiv/  ,.^1 
.i  {xiq‘Uft4  .fej4)  a "dxHJl'. 

«n&7o;[aCno  Iffobi'iaiki'vli'jxn'icd  .hy^tOMsb  .admr.t 

-im.o  •W.M.iiM  lo  lalnpooi  odi  .ndoj,  (&) 

-uioC'  r-  0-i  (hMinio^  .rifiiiH  !,”).  .Is3'.(> 

.ia.jait-io:i  'i  -'aabiao-T  fi  won  bt[e'..'{iiiuoa  oibw  _ 
jfbib  b'  7}iM  »l  « 1x>-  J?ubl:.  adi-ai  lo‘n<Ju8  luO 
ni  vxoa  ,jjV.m.J.  A-;  ;ani9d  ..arorllo  stlJ 
IB  boti.  odvx  .onslsG  a->  ■ 

-ua'i  '?.)  .sfaoxi.  if,  4«ait>  (qV‘ 

v:  -\o  oBf'  9flJ.  is. X^r 

.'dvo  -T'/ii:';  . i/.lfi  oiflO  £>rl3  ni  indbixl?-  fi  .rixiiifi’a 
Of  hohixmi  .ahijitiaO  (\) 

■'  * . .i^Hwdu  x-ioD  (8)  ■ U/ddT 

lijnn  looxiog  loiii  ib  oiii  b»hnal3>^  ^dq-juU  aW 

3.4  iiuiMli.M  -n'fiJ  hn.5  4)l0  2-IH07  r-.-towl  8ir«'ad- 

oiriO  adJna.vbir.a-/  owl  bns  dooiban^H  '(wdn«< 
Hioil  boiiMxbxnB  arbsiodw  J -tvs'^a . 

ioo'axB^b  orii  riJfW  at  aa'tt'M 

vU'4I<o  0x1)  fo  i^ioiibo  odi  lo  ono  ■ 

Aon  t.fix  now  ^.fl  1 nf  .\\b nr^vv.A  t 
,;oo;  , '6?, '.  , ,-;t unda'H  ni  bns  /rtoixito  xoi  axnq 

n.  iinrAeoiaon  !,ii 

-ol/  .voPi  .niliadO  Ji;  ia-JifJon  ifiniioJ&no  ^‘W  - 

■,dt  xinBod  sir  e-igbuL.  sdi  \c  anu 

bar.  ,o-«x;7/Kba  U>  .89no[.  a Li. 

ijxuinioniO  ‘odJ  lo  aa^lo  loinaa  odi  boift  io3  ■ • . 

Bniv/ollol  orJi  gniJnubBns  ;loodo<S 

.nifirdo  .siofiJ  abolnoD  "*  «i.i 

voG  G I lo  soivbB  9dt  ttO  - •oOBlq  hnoom  = 

ad  .ni -Aobybxrl  . orii 

brtix  -^18'S  lo  IIkI  adi  ni  nosiO  Bmly/oU  of  ^ 

! '.ladmr/oV:  nl  .9aiJociq.!«7S«isB  «r 
y/anbnA  b^iaooo*  pi  'L'oo|/ 

OJ  bgloob  anw  Ihq/. 

-31  Jnd  a^/A'Orl  i:t?8i  nl  -.90  A 

VoxnoiJB  jinbuooaoiq  lo  oorfio  »dt  »d*xl  ol 
Si  3dxo1  ba^haiv/onxbB  d oH  .I^q8i  •,) 


470 


TT'ooz)  corNTY,  omo. 


year  our  subject  purcliased  his  partner’s  interest,  i 
and  conducted  the  business  for  his  own  account  ! 
until  the  winter  of  i<S95,  wlien  he  retired  from  it. 
He  is  now  representing'  Southworth  & Co.,  in  ; 
the  grain  business  at  Custar,  managing  their  ele-  j 
vator,  and  buying  grain.  | 

On  June  8,  1876,  Mr.  Rethinger  was  rnar-  | 
ried  to  iNfiss  Catherine  Dunigan,  daughter  of 
Manus  and  Bridget  (Burns)  Dunigan,  the  former  l 
of  whom  died  in  1877,  and  '^he  latter  resides  in  | 
Springfield,  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rethinger  j 
were  born  ten  children,  as  follows;  Charles].,  ; 
Lucy  R. , Mary  P. , Frederick]. , Bridget  A. , George  : 
Leo,  Lawrence  I.,  Anna  G.,  Andrew  Raphael,  and  1 
Agnes  C.  (who  died  July  26,  1S95,  the  age 
of  eight  months).  The  entire  family,  including  , 
the  parents,  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church;  j 
socially  >dr.  Rethinger  is  affiliated  with  the  Cath-  i 
olic  Knights  of  St.  John,  and  the  Catholic  | 
Knights  of  Ohio.  i 

! 

Gilbert  T.  Kx.\uss.  Devoting  his  energies  ' 
to  farm  work  is  this  native  son  of  Ohio,  who  now  1 
owns  and  operates  a farm  in  Middleton  township.  ( 
He  was  born  in  Medina  county,  June  2,  1852, 
and  is  a son  of  George  Knauss,  one  of  the  early  i 
settlers  of  this  locality.  When  onl}-  two  years  of  ! 
age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Wood  county,  \ 
and  attended  school  in  Plain  and  Center  town-  ; 
ships.  He  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm,  ; 
aiding  in  its  development,  and  also  learned  the  ? 
trade  of  a blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for  two  ■ 
years  in  Plain  township.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  1 
he  came  to  Middleton  township,  where  he  owned  i 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  at  once  began  the  devel- 
opment and  improvement  of  his  property.  He 
has  erected  a comfortable  country  home  thereon  : 
at  a cost  of  $1,500,  built  good  barns,  laid  many  ] 
rods  of  tiling,  and  set  out  an  e.xcellent  orchard. 
In  connection  with  the  development  of  this  prop- 
erty, he  has  also  engaged  in  conducting  a black-  j 
smith  shop,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  his 
business.  His  son  now  cares  for  the  farm,  while 
he  is  devoting  his  energies  entirely  to  the  work 
in  the  smith}'. 

Mr.  Knauss  was  married  on  June  i8,  1871, 
to  Frances  Grover,  who  was  born  in  Ballville 
township,  Sandusky  county,  September  3,  1848. 
They  now  have  four  children  —George  Frarddin, 
born  Se[)ternber  26,  1872:  Nora  M.,  born  I'ebru-  ■ 
ary  20,  1877,  now  the  wife  of  Allen  Fwing,  of 
Plain  township;  I'iorence  May,  born  November 
19,  1878;  and  Fdna  M.,  born  August  9,  1889. 

Mr.  Knauss  has  ever  been  a loyal  citi;'cn,  a 
fact  whicli  he  demonstrated  when  oidy  eleven 
years  of  age  by  attempting  to  eidist  in  the  army. 


but  on  account  of  his  e.xtrerne  vouth  his  father- 
prevented  him  He  has  for  a number  of  \ears 
served  as  school  director,  and  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  establishment  of  a school  near  his 
home.  In  politics,  he  is  a Republican,  and  in 
religious  faith  adheres  to  the  United  Bretlueu 
Ghurch.  He  is  a broad-minded  man,  possessed 
of  excellent  qualities,  and  is  deservedl}'  num- 
bered among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Frank  A.  Reid,  a well-known  attorney  of 
Bowli'ng  Green,  was  born  at  Ottokee,  Fulton 
Co.,  Ohio,  December  4,  1852.  His  grand- 

parents, James  and  Priscilla  Reid,  were  born 
near  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  a few  years  after 
their  marriage  they  came  to  America,  locating  in 
Pennsylvania  and  later  in  Flancock  county,  Ohio, 
at  a point  since  known  as  Reid's  Corners,  where 
Mr.  Reid,  who  was  a ship  carpenter  by  trade, 
engaged  in  business  as  a housebuilder.  He  was 
also  a justice  of  the  pea.ee  for  many  \'ears. 
Seven  of  their  children  grew  to  maturity;  James, 
who  lives  in  \'an  Wert  Co.,  Ohio;  William,  a char- 
acter siii  gaieris,  a carpenter,  a shoemaker,  a 
lawyer  and  world-wide  traveler,  who  died  at 
Sedalia,  Mo.;  John  H.,  our  subject's  father; 
Raine,  a resident  of  Paulding  county.  'Ohio; 
Alexander  G.,  living  at  North  Baltimore,  M'ood 
count}';  Sarah  P.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Koons,  of 
Lawrence,  Kans. ; and  Thomas  C..  who  died  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  September  7,  1892. 

John  H.  Reid  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
February  ii,  1823.  Not  being  content  with  a 
common-school  education  and  the  carpenter's 
trade,  he  determined  to  enter  Oberlin  College, 
where,  by  working  in  the  harvest  field  in  summer, 
and  doing  odd  jobs  during  term  time,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  paying  his  expenses  and  graduating. 
He  then  read  law  in  Findlay,  and  on  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  located  at  Delta.  Fulton 
county,  where,  in  1S51.  he  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney.  There  he  remained  until  1853, 
when  he  moved  to  Perrysburg,  Wood  count}. 
Fie  had  previously  married  a native  of  this  count}'. 
Miss  Aurelia  Augusta  Howard,  who  was  born  at 
Grand  Rapids  Januai}'  30.  1826.  On  his  appoint- 
ment as  postmaster  in  Pen;.'sburg,  his  wife,  a lad}' 
of  fine  ment.d  ability,  took  charge  of  the  otrice 
while  he  ihwotetl  his  time  to  his  profession.  Ir. 
1863  he  organized  Gompaii}'  D,  86th  Regiment. 
O.  \’.  I.,  and  wont  to  the  front  as  their  cqitaiu. 
The  comp;ui}'  wont  through  the  campaign  which 
resulted  in  the  cvacuatitm  of  Cumberland  C,.,-p. 
Gapt.  Reid  receiving  a se\cre  sunstroke  while  in 
the  mountains.  His  company  had  enlisted  !>’'• 
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^sx  inonthb,  but  were  kept  on  dut\-  nearly  a year. 
\jter  returning  home  he  again  entered  the  army,  ■ 
ibis  time  as  quartermaster  of  the  144th  O.  I.,  ; 
U!  tlie  100-day  service.  Shortly  after  the  regi- 
ment went  to  the  front  Frank  A.  joined  his  father 
;it  I'ort  Di.\-,  Md..  and  saw  considerable  of  army 
life  during  that  summer.  They  took  part  in  the 
,.ju-rations  in  the  vicinity  of  Annapolis  and  Har- 
per's Ferry.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Capt.  Reid 
icsurued  his  practice  at  Perrysburg,  and  at  the 
luiie  of  the  contest  over  the  county  seat  he  was 
retained  on  the  side  of  Bowling  Green,  whose 
interests  he  heartih'  espoused  and  earnestly  de- 
fended in  the  highest  courts  of  appeal.  \'ictori- 
uiis  in  spite  of  the  array  of  learned  counsel  on 
the  opposing  side,  he  removed  to  Bowling  Green, 
where  he  carried  on  Ihs  practice,  the  latter  part 
of  the  time  in  partnership  with  our  subject,  until 
a stroke  of  parah’sis  gave  warning  of  his  appiroach-  ; 
ing  death,  which  occurred  on  November  i,  1885.  ^ 
.\s  a judge  ire  had  few  equals  in  soundness  of  ' 
logic  and  subtlety  of  analysis.  As  an  advocate 
he  was  remarkably  successful,  and  when  occasion 
required  he  could  rise  to  an  impassioned  yet 
graceful  eloquence.  So  well  balanced  was  he  in 
Ills  acquirements  and  gifts  that  it  is  difficult  to 
make  a distinction,  and  mention  any  leading 
characteristic.  Before  the  war  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, but  studying  the  issues  of  that  time  he  be- 
came a Republican. 

He  and  his  wife,  who  survives  him  and  resides 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Of  their  children,  five  grew 
to  adult  age,  of  whom  Frank  A,  is  the  eldest; 
j.  Howard,  born  May  13,  i860,  died  September 
30.  1886;  James  R.  and  Richard  \V.  are  clothing 
merchants  at  Chattanooga;  Mary  Augusta  lives 
with  her  mother. 

The  Iloward  family,  from  whom  our  subject's 
mother  descended,  were  prominent  in  the  historv 
of  the  Maumee  Valley.  Thomas  Howard,  our 
subject’s  great-grandfather  came  from  Yates 
county,  N.  Y. , in  1823  with  his  wife,  a daughter, 
Sitlncy,  who  afterward  became  Mrs.  Howard 
Davidson,  and  his  three  sons — Fdward,  Robert 
A.,  and  Richard  M.  \V. — with  their  respective 
families.  Part  of  the  family  came  by  water,  the 
rest  taking  the  land  route  and  driving  their  live 
stock.  Tliey  first  located  at  I'ort  Meigs,  but 
later  removed  to  the  Rapids  of  the  Maumee, 
f'ilead,  where  they  made  their  home  for  many 
.vears.  Thomas  Howard  (who  was  born  N’ovem- 
ker  15,  1758),  died  there  Ma\-  25,  1S25.  His 
son,  Robert  A.  Howard,  oursubjcct’s  grandfather. 
'>vas  born  November  lO,  1798,  and  survived  all 
tile  otlier  members  of  the  baud  of  jiioneers.  His 


last  3’ears  were  spent  in  what  is  now  Pike  town- 
ship. Fulton  count}',  where  he  died  November 
26,  1872.  The  Toledo  Comi/iei'ilal  of  Decem- 
ber 4,  1872,  gave  an  extended  obituary  notic^n 
a'nd  mentioned  his  valued  services  as  a justice  of 
the  peace  in  Fulton  county,  an  office  winch  he 
held  for  many  years,  and  used  as  a means  of 
quietly  adjusting  difficulties,  his  kindh'  advice  as 
a man  of  well-known  impartiality  being  as  [)0- 
tent  in  its  inlluence  as  his  judicial  decisions. 
After  Fulton  count}'  was  established  he  was  em- 
ployed to  transcribe  the  old  records,  and  later 
was  elected  county  recorder.  His  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Priscilla  Nelson,  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knev'  her.  After  a half  century  of  married 
life,  they  died  witlrin  a year  of  each  other.  Of 
their  nine  children  five  are  now  living:  A.  A.,  of 
Mason,  Mich.;  Col.  N.  M.,  a prominent  business 
man  of  Omaha;  Edwin  A.,  of  Hillsdale,  Mich., 
former !}•  an  Indian  agent  in  Dakota  under  Presi- 
dent Grant;  fames  W.,  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio; 
and  Aurelia  Augusta  (Mrs.  Reid). 

P'rank  A.  Reid  was  less  than  a year  old  when 
brought  to  M’ood  county,  and  he  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  here. 
He  then  entered  the  Law  School  at  .Ann  .Arbor, 
where  he  \\'as  graduated  in  1877.  Until  his  fa- 
ther’s illness  he  practiced  with  him,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  continued  alone,  conducting  his 
extensive  practice  with  unusual  abilit}'  and 
marked  success.  He  is  an  active  and  iniluentia! 
Republican,  and  during  Garfield’s  campaign  was 
organizer  and  p-)resident  of  the  Garfield  Club. 
On  June  15,  1S78,  he  was  married  to  Miss  .Alice 
Lundy,  born  November  15.  1856,  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Smith;  Lundy,  who 
came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wood  county  in 
183C.  Mr.  Lundy  was  promineiit  among  the 
pioneers  of  Wood  count}',  was  for  years  a direct- 
or of  the  County  Infirmar}',  trustee  of  Center 
township,  and  took  a leading  part  in  securing  the 
location  of  the  county  seat  at  Bowling  Green, 
contributing  generously  toward  the  new  court 
house.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  have  two  children; 
Lari  A.,  born  .August  30,  1879,  and  Helen  .V., 
born  March  27,  1881. 

Lhon.\ri)  D.VNiitLS  (deceased  1.  who  was  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  the  count},  born  in 
New  A’ork  December  5,  181  1,  died  at  his  home  in 
Middleton  township  in  1871,  esteemed  b}  all  w lu.i 
knew  him.  He  was  one  of  a family  of  ten  cliil- 
dren  born  to  William  and  Pnuience  I’rior  D.ui- 
iels.  In  his  eaily  life  he  le:uned  the  v.irpenter's 
1 trade,  and  followed  that  <;ccupation  for  some 
1 years. 
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On  February  15,  1S56,  Mr.  Daniels  was  united  ^ 
in  inarria<;e  with  Miss  Martha  Worth,  a native  of  ; 
the  Empire  State,  born  on  the  2d  of  May,  18  [7. 
She  was  one  of  a family  of  ten  children,  whose 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  Worth.  By  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  were  born  nine 
children,  namely:  D.  W'.,  a farmer  of  Washing- 

ton township;  Prudence,  w'ife  of  G.  A.  Simmons, 
of  .New  York;  Amon  J.,  who  is  operating  the  old 
homestead;  Ilerbert  R. , who  is  in  the  West; 
Jesse  M.,  a carpenter;  H.  C.,  who  is  living  in 
Bowling  Green;  D.  L.,  a farmer;  x\lice  M.,  wife 
of  E.  H.  King;  and  Inez  M.,  wife  of  \’.  R.  Porter, 
of  Bowling  Green. 

The  subject  of  this  review  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  the  East  until  1866,  when  he  came  with 
the  family  to  Wood  county,  where  he  purchased 
100  acres  of  land,  on  which  the  widow  now  re- 
sides. It  was  then  wild  and  unimproved,  but  he 
at  once. began  to  clear  it,  and  worked  long  and 
earnestly  in  transforming  it  into  richly  cultivated 
fields.  He  continued  his  work  until  1871,  when 
death  relieved  him  of  his  labors.  He  was  a man 
of  sterling  integrity' and  commendable  worth,  and 
had  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

After  his  death  Mrs.  Daniels  took  up  the  work 
where  her  husband  laid  it  down,  and,  u'ith  the 
help  of  her  sons,  has  succeeded  in  clearing  the 
farm  and  bringing  it  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. Many  rods  of  tiling  have  been  laid  upon 
the  place,  and,  thus  drained,  it  has  been  trans- 
formed into  richly  cultivated  fields.  A good 
residence  and  barns  add  to  its  value,  and  it  is 
now  highly  improved.  Mrs.  Daniels  deserves 
great  credit  for  carrying  on  the  work  as  she  has 
done,  and  she  is  still,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  keeping  house  for  her  sons. 

Hox.  Benjamin  F.  James,  a prominent  young 
attorney  of  Bowling  Green,  of  the  firm  of  James 
& Bevcrstock,  and  e.\-representative  of  Wood 
county  in  fhe  State  Legislature,  was  born  near 
Mt.  Gilead,  Morrow  Co.,  Ohio,  April  30,  1863. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Edmund  James,  a 
native  of  Wales,  came  to  America  when  a young 
man,  locating  neur  Granville,  Ohio,  where  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Esther  Griffith.  She  had 
come  from  Wales  in  childhood  with  her  parents, 
who  settled  at  the  • ■ Weksh  Hills,"  in  Licking 
countyc  After  their  marriage  they  remained 
some  years  in  the  same  locality,  and  then  moved 
to  Chesterv illc,  in  Morrow  (tlien  Kno.\)  county, 
where  they  S[)cnt  the  remainder  of  their  li\es. 
They  had  ten  children,  among  whom  was  Will- 
iam 1).  James,  our  subject's  father,  who  was  born 


near  Chesterville,  December  22,  1S15.  Fie  w, 15 
a farmer  and  stock  dealer  by  occupation,  and  an 
active  politician,  first  in  the  "Whig,  and  later  in 
the  Republican,  party,  being  one  of  five  in  his  lo- 
cality to  vote  the  latter  ticket  during  the  war. 
Strange  to  say,  in  1894,  each  one  of  this  little 
band  was  represented  in  the  State  Legislature; 
j William  D.  James,  by'  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
' sketch;  John  McConica,  by  his  son  Senator 
Thomas  H.  McConica,  of  Findlay;  Benjamin 
j Philips  and  David  Thomas  (cousins  of  William 
j D.  james),  by  Senator  Dudley'  B.  Philips,  of 
! Manchester;  while  Hugh  G.  Rogers,  one  of  the 
! survivors  of  the  quintette,  was  there  in  person  as 
i member  from  Morrow  county. 

Our  subject’s  mother.  Sarah  (Meredith) 

■ James,  was  born  in  July  30,  i3iS,  at  Chester- 
I ville,  the  seventh  o^  the  ten  children  of  W'ilham 
i and  Mary  (Farmerj  Meredith.  Their  respective 
families  had  emigrated  from  England  to  America 
in  1800,  and  settled  near  Chestei  ville,  where, 
after  their  marriage  a few  years  later,  Mr.  Mere- 
' dith  and  his  wife  also  located  upon  a farm.  Our 
i subject’s  father  died  May  13.  1875,  his  mother 
; on  September  27,  1894.  They  also  had  ten  chil- 
I dren,  of  whom  Benjamin  F.  is  the  youngest. 

; Lucretia  married  T.  H.  Peterson,  of  Longley, 

; Ohio.  Milo,  a private  in  Company'  D,  Third  O. 

: V.  C. , died  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  September  10, 
1862.  Mary  E.  is  the  widow  of  Capt.  James  A. 

; Moore,  of  Olathe,  Kans.,  and  now  resides  in 
' F'ulton,  Ohio.  James  H.  is  a farmer  in  F'ulton, 

I Morrow  county.  Milton  D.  is  the  president  of 
I the  Globe  Building  &:  Loan  Association  of  Colum- 
; bus,  Ohio,  and  a prominent  real-estate  dealer 
there.  Robert  W. , formerly  a stock  dealer  at 
Marengo,  Ohio,  died  May  9,  1883.  Keturah  is 
the  wife  of  G.  L.  Donals,  of  Helena,  Ohio. 
Jennie  E.  died  July  9,  1SS3,  the  wife  of  A.  A. 
Crawford, county  commissioner  of  Morrow  county. 
Ellsworth  \\'.,  who  died  December  5,  1889,  was 
a stock  dealer  in  the  same  county. 

Mr.  James  spent  his  boyhood  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  was  mainly  etn- 
; ployed  in  outdoor  labor.  But  he  was  not  one  to 
; be  contented  with  the  peaceful  but  monotonous 
' life  of  a farmer,  and  he  determined  to  secure  an 
education  aiul  take  a place  in  public  life.  The 
^ next  six  years  were  [lassed  in  different  educational 
: institutions,  the  Chesterville  High  School,  the 
: Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  Dennison  University, 
at  Granville,  and  the  Chicago  University,  where 
I he  was  graduated  June  11,  1 884,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  d'he  fol- 
, lowing  year  he  took  the  protessorship  in  Latin 
; and  Greek  in  Burlingtcm  College,  Burlington, 
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Iowa,  which  he  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  year 
{(I  enter  Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn., 
.lUliough  he  was  tendered  the  presidency  of  the 
college,  which  he  declined.  At  Yale  he  took 
po.st-gradnate  and  law  studies,  and  on  June  28, 
1887,  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  Oc- 
tober of  that  year  he  began  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession. first  in  partnership  with  Judge  G.  C. 
Nearing,  and  later  with  Edward  Beverstock,  his 
present  partner.  Although  the  firm  of  James  & 
Beverstock  is  one  of  the  youngest  in  the  county, 
tliey  already  have  an  extensive  practice,  having 
law  offices  both  in  Bowling  Green  and  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  James  is  highly  gifted  as  an  orator,  and 
his  speeches  at  the  bar  and  before  public  assem- 
blies are  regarded  as  masterpieces  by  competent 
judges.  Pie  is  a born  politician,  and  his  abilities 
were  promptly  recognized  by  the  older  members 
of  the  Republican  party.  In  i S90  he  was  chosen 
vice-president  of  the  Ohio  Republican  League, 
and  a year  later  a vice-president  of  the  National 
League.  In  local  politics  he  was  also  a leader 
from  the  first,  and  in  1 890  he  was  elected  city 
solicitor,  resigning  that  office  in  1891,  after  his 
election  to  the  General  .\ssembl\-.  Ilis  first  term 
gave  him  a reputation  as  a tireless  worker,  and  a 
fearless  champion  of  any  measure  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right,  and  he  was  re-elected  in  spite  | 
of  strong  partisan  opposition.  He  has  the  happy 
faculty  of  making  friends,  seldom  forgetting  a 
face  or  a name,  and  there  are  few  other  men  in 
tins  county  who  have  as  wide  a circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. He  is  a 32°  Mason,  holding  his  mem- 
bership in  the  Cincinnati  Consistory,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Zeta  Psi,  a college  fraternity,  as 
well  as  the  Phi  Delta  Phi,  a legal  fraternity,  hav- 
ing been  the  founder  of  the  Yale  Chapter  during 
his  attendance  there. 

Cukistopher  Fi\ki!Einek,  ex-recorder  of 
W'ood  county,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent 
residents  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  June  9, 
1845,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  his  an- 
cestors on  both  sides  had  for  man}'  generations 
been  worthy  and  industrious  citizens.  His  par- 
ents, F'riedrich  and  Marv  A.  (,\udee)  Finkbeiner, 
came  to  America  in  1847,  settling  finally  in 
Perrysburg,  Wood  county.  The  father  was  a 
niiller  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  this  county 
h'Und  more  profitable  employment  as  a carpenter 
and  contractor.  He  took  a hearty  interest  in  the 
Welfare  of  his  athjpted  country,  and  sent  three  of 
his  sons  to  the  defense  of  the  Union.  Previous  to 
the  war  he  was  a Detnoerat,  and  then  became  an 
ardent  Abolitionist  and  Republican.  Hediedjan- 


uary  17,  1863,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and  his 
wife  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  Of  their  large 
family  four  lived  to  adult  age:  P'rederick  and 

John,  who  have  been  engaged  in  mining  in  Ari- 
zona and  the  West  since  the  war  closed;  Christo- 
pher, our  subject;  and  Mary,  the  youngest  child, 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Church,  of  Toledo, 
Lucas  Co. , Ohio. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  third  son,  was  two 
years  old  when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of 
Perrysburg.  His  first  business  venture  was  driv- 
ing a dray,  which  occupation  he  followed  until 
December  4,  1S61,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  72nd  O.  I.,  under  Gen.  Sherman.  Dur- 
ing the  advance  upon  Corinth,  he  contracted 
typhoid  fever,  and  July  23,  1862,  he  was  dis- 
charged for  disability,  and  sent  home.  On  Jul}' 
I,  1S63,  he  again  enlisted,  this  time  in  Company 
L,  3d  O.  C.,  joining  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  the  pursuit  of  Gen. 
Wheeler,  and  the  engagements  at  Missionary 
ICidge  and  Knoxville.  In  the  spring  of  1864  his 
regiment  joined  Sherman’s  forces  at  Cartersville, 
Ga.,  and  took  part  in  his  famous  campaign. 
After  the  capture  of  Atlanta  they  followed  Hood 
into  x\labama,  and  in  the  last  engagement  with  his 
troops,  October  25,  1 864,  near  Gadsden,  our  sub- 
ject was  wounded,  necessitating  the  amputation 
of  bis  right  foot.  Until  March  iC.  1865, he  was  a 
patient  in  various  hospitals — at  Rome,  Chatta- 
nooga, Nashville,  Jefferson  Barracks,  at  St.  Louis 
— and  then  declining  to  enter  the  Invalid  Corps 
he  came  home.  For  a short  time  he  worked  in 
a stave  factory  in  Perrysburg,  later  clerked  in  a 
store,  and  September  30,  1867,  he  opened  a store 
of  his  own,  dealing  in  books  and  notions.  After 
four  years  he  moved  his  stock  to  Napoleon,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  and  then  sold  out  to  take 
a position  as  traveling  salesman  lor  a firm  of 
dealers  in  wooden  ware.  During  the  next  seven 
years  he  visited  in  their  interests  points  in  Canada, 
and  the  northern  States  from  Massachusetts  to 
Colorado,  Under  Garfield's  administration  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Perrysburg.  and 
after  four  years  and  a half  he  opened  a store  fur 
notions  and  gents'  furnishing  goods,  which  lie 
carried  on  until  his  election  to  the  office  of  count}' 
recorder  in  1888.  He  served  the  peojile  of  the 
county  in  this  capacity  two  terms,  his  faithful 
and  efficient  service  having  been  rewarded  in  1891 
by  a re-election. 

On  |anuary  i,  1867,  Mr.  I'inkbeiner  w. is  mar- 
ried to  Miss  .Mattie  .\.  Belh  ille,  :i  native  of  Pori}  s- 
burg,  born  November  8.  1847,  and  they  ha\e  had 
four  children:  Fred  J.,  born  November  5,  i8(>7. 
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is  living  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio;  Wilhain  A..  ’ 
born  September  13,  1869,  is  a merchant  at  : 
Ferrysburg  (he  married  Miss  Winnie  See,  and  ’ 
has  one  son — Donald  A.);  Helen  Gertrude  is  now 
at  home;  and  Jessie  Belle  is  also  at  home.  Mr.  ! 
Finkbeiner  is  one  of  the  influential  Republicans  ; 
of  M'ood  county,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 

O.  F. , the  X.  U.  and  the  G.  A.  R. 

Henry  S.  Chapin,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Democrat,  Bow  ling  Green,  is  a native  of  Con-  j 
necticut,  born  January  4,  1835,  Collinsville, 
Flartford  county,  a son  of  Ariel  S.  and  Mary  D. 
(Jones)  Chapin,  natives  of  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts. 

Ariel  S.  Chapin  was  a son  of  Amos  and 
Rebecca  (Sheldon;  Chapin,  who  were  also  of 
Berkshire  county  nativity.  Mary  D.  ( jones)  ^ 
Chapin  w'as  a daughter  of  Barnabas  and  Ada  1 
(Harmon)  Jones,  of  the  same  locality  in  Massa-  i 
chiisetts,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  house  they  ; 
follow'ed  agricultural  pursuits.  Both  families  j 
(Chapin  and  Jones)  moved  in  1836  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Lenox,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
tlie}'  bought  land  and  cleared  up  farms.  Ariel 
S.  Chapin,  father  of  our  subject,  lived  in  Col- 
linsville, Conn.,  for  a time,  being  there  em- 
ployed in  some  of  the  manufactories  of  that 
place,  though  his  occupation  in  the  main  w'as 
that  of  a farmer.  The  son,  Henry  S.,  was  a 
year  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Ohio,  and  but 
seven  years  of  age  when  his  father  died  at  Lenox; 
the  mother  passed  from  earth,  in  1893,  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  in  Bowling  Green.  They 
were  the  parents  of  tw’o  children:  Harriet,  wdio 

married  J.  C.  Frankeberger,  of  Sidney,  Shelby 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  died  there  in  1868;  and  Henry  S., 
our  subject,  who  has  never  married. 

Henry  S.  Chapin  attended  the  common 
schools ; also  the  Union  school  of  Jefferson, 
Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  and  worked  on  a farm 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he 
commenced  learning  the  printing  business  in  the 
office  of  the  Weekly  Teleyra pli , Ashtabula.  At 
the  end  of  twci  and  one-half  years  he  left  there, 
and  during  the  succeeding  two  years  attended 
the  Union  school  at  Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  Re- 
turning to  the  printer's  trade,  he,  from  1856  to 
1862,  was  a compositor  on  Cincinnali  and  St. 
Imuis  newspapers,  and  in  October  of  tlie  latter 
year,  in  connection  with  1'.  J.  Oblinger,  he  [>ur- 
chased  the  Ferrysburg  foiirnal,  which  they  I 
jointly  conducted  two  and  one-half  yeats.  In 
1864,  Mr.  Cha[)iii  went  with  Comjianv  1.,  '44th 
O.  1.,  Capt.  Asher  Cook,  on  the  “lOO-days’ 
service.”  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  bought  tlie 


Republienn,  of  Feru,  Ind.,  and  published  the 
same  until  1868,  in  which  year  he  went  to  To- 
ledo, and  opened  a job  printing  office,  beiue 
associated  therein  with  James  Timmons.  .-\t 
Toledo,  in  1S72,  he  commenced  the  publicatioi' 
of  the  Sunday  Journnl.  which  later  he  sold  to 
Sherwood  X Canfield.  On  April  26,  1876.  he 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  Toledo  Daih. 
Bee,  and  had  charge  of  that  paper  eight  years, 
afterward  becoming  connected  with  the  Toledo 
Post,  which  two  3'ears  later  was  sold,  and  for  a 
short  time,  in  1888,  he  was  identified  with  the 
Toledo  Xeies.  During  the  year  18S9,  and  up  to 
August,  1890,  he  was  editor  of  the  Post,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  and  on  September  1,  1890,  took 
charge  of  the  Bowling  Green  Democrat , which  he 
had  purchased,  and  he  has  since  conducted  it 
with  his  well-known  ability. 

Cfokge  Williams  was  born  in  Heistenbach, 
Frovince  of  Nassau,  Germany,  January  4,  1847. 
His  father,  Ludwig  Williams,  a native  of  Ger- 
manv  and  a farmer  b_v  occupation,  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Katharina  Danzer,  by  whom  he 
i had  two  children,  .Anton  and  Clara.  For  h's 
second  wife  he  married  Louisa  Fischer,  and  to 
this  marriage  one  child  was  born,  George,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  remained  at  home 
until  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  attendiiug  school 
from  the  age  of  six  until  fourteen,  November  i, 
1858,  the  father  died,  and  the  widow  and  son 
were  left  with  but  little,  and  the  former  was  of 
necessity  compelled  to  work  hard  from  day  to 
day  in  order  to  make  ends  meet.  March  13, 
1861,  when  in  his  fourteenth  year,  himself  and 
mother  left  the  old  home  in  Germany,  and  came 
to  Washington  township.  Wood  Co,,  Ohio, 
and  made  their  home  with  a half-brother  of  the 
son,  ,\nton  Williams,  who  had  come  to  this 
country  several  years  before.  The  first  three 
years  after  his  arrival  George  remained  with 
Anton,  working  on  the  farm,  then  for  four  years 
he  worked  for  .Anton  Opperman,  and  one  year 
for  Nelson  Ruder,  farmers  of  the  same  township 
Following  this  in  1869.  he  rented  fort\'  acres  ot 
land  in  .Middleton  lownship,  on  which  himself 
and  mother  made  their  home  for  five  years. 

On  October  5.  1873,  at  the  age  of  twent\- 
seven,  Mr.  Whin  a ms  was  married  to  Fmma  Hart- 
man, of  .Middleton  townshi)'*,  and  the  union  w.is 
blessed  with  one  son  George  I'rederick,  brum 
April  2,  1884.  March  i,  1874.  he  bought  sev- 
enty-three acres  of  land  near  Haskins.  Middleton 
township,  at  fiflN-four  dollars  pei  acre,  pa\ ine 
$800  down.  The  land  was  in  a poor  condition, 
only  a few  acres  being  cleared,  and  the  improve- 
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im.-nls — buildings,  fences,  ditches,  etc. — were  j 
[)i)or  indeed,  and  Mr.  Mdlliarns  was  required  to  | 
wurk  hard  to  clear  and  improve  this  land,  and  | 
under  the  burden  of  \2  per  cent,  interest  part  of  ! 
the  time.  The  present  buildings  on  the  place  ; 
.ire  good  and  substantial,  and  the  other  improve-  ! 
nieiits  correspond.  This  simple  record  of  actual  i 
aduevernents  shows  better  than  praise  the  indus-  ‘ 
try  and  enterprise  of  the  man.  July  27,  1874,  j 
the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixtv-one  years,  | 
having  lived  only  four  months  and  twenty-seven  ; 
days  with  them  in  their  own  home.  The  wife’s  i 
mother,  aged  seventy-four  years,  is  spending  the  ' 
evening  of  her  life  with  them.  Mr.  M’illiams  is  a ' 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  is  a ^ 
trustee,  and  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  since  the  organization  of  the 
Church,  at  Haskins,  twenty-three  }'ears  ago.  He 
has  been  a school  director  for  two  terms,  and  as-  i 
sessof  also  for  two  terms.  i 

Faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  dutv,  ener-  ' 
getic,  and  possessed  of  an  unusual  measure  of 
common  sense,  Mr.  ^^ulliams  has  won  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  | 

I 

JrjSEPH  E.  Burxiiam,  M.  D.,  one  of  Wood  ' 
county’s  rising  young  physicians,  and  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  firm  of  Sage  & Burnham, 
of  Prairie  Depot,  belongs  to  the  homeopathic 
school  of  medicine.  A native  of  New  York,  he  ; 
was  born  at  Pottsdam,  St.  Lawrence  countv.  May'  ' 
I,  1865,  a son  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  (Nesbit)  Burn-  | 
ham,  the  former  born  at  Augusta,  Maine,  and  the  ; 
latter  in  New  York.  The  father  was  a citizen  of  , 
Pottsdam,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  at  that  place. 

The  Doctor  is  the  third  child  and  eldest  son 
in  the  family,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  ' 
native  town.  His  elementary  education  was  ob-  ! 
tained  in  the  public  schools,  where  he  learned  ! 
rapidlyg  and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen  years  entered  ‘ 
the  Pottsdam  Normal  School,  an  advanced  insti-  ; 
tution,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  two  years 
and  a half  at  different  times,  his  attendance  being 
interrujited  by  school  teaching,  which  he  followed  ! 
very  successfullv.  The  illness  of  his  father  neces- 
sitated his  leaving  the  Normal,  where  he  had  in-  1 
tended  to  take  a full  course,  and  then  followed  : 
the  profession  of  teaching  in  the  West.  j 

In  1889  our  subject  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  1 
11  D.  I'frown,  of  Pottsdam,  one  of  the  most  sue-  ! 
f'<:i^sful  practitioners  of  northern  New  ^'ork,  and 
there  began  the  study  of  medicine.  In  the  fall 
<d  1892  he  became  a student  in  the  Cleveland 
Mediral  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
V-'ith  high  honor  in  the  class  of  1895,  standing 


second  in  a class  of  forty-two.  He  began  prac- 
tice at  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  but  on  November  i8, 
1895,  he  located  at  Prairie  Depot,  and  lias  since 
been  associated  with  that  successful  old  practi- 
tioner, Dr.  Sage.  He  is  a thorough  student  of 
his  profession,  keeping  well  informed  on  the  re- 
cent discoveries  in  science,  and  his  worth  and 
merit  have  been  justly  recognized.  I’olitically, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

\V.  H.  Wood,  the  well-known  ex-surveyor  of 
Wood  count}’,  and  a p)rom.inent  lesident  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  is  a native  of  this  county,  born  at 
Tontogany,  July  13,  1836. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the 
founders  of  the  American  line  were  early  set- 
tlers in  \'irginia,  svhere  his  grandfather,  Judge 
Joseph  W'ood,  was  born  about  1768.  He  re- 
moved to  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  surveyed  the 
first  seven  ranges  that  were  officially  locate'.l  in 
Ohio,  being  accompanied  by  a guard  to  keep  the 
Indians  at  bay.  In  later  years  he  served  as  pro- 
bate judge  of  Washington  county. 

His  son  Emilius,  our  subject’s  faiher,  born  in 
•793.  was  the  third  white  child  born  in  the  old 
fort  at  Marietta.  He  was  educated  at  the  uni- 
versity at  Athens,  Ohio,  and  became  a surveyor, 
and  for  twelve  years  w'as  county  surveyor  of  Per- 
rv  county  where  he  married  his  first  wife.  .Miss 
Addie  F'uller,  who  died  in  1833  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— A.  J.,  nowin  Oklahoma,  and  E.  R. , a res- 
ident of  Belle  Plaine,  Ivans.  His  second  wife 
was  Miss  Sarah  North,  who  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  in  1817,  and  came  with  her  par- 
ents, Joseph  and  Catherine  North,  to  W'ood  coun- 
ty in  1828,  to  settle  in  the  wildernes,'.  Her 
mother,  after  their  arrival,  \vas  lost  m the  woods 
for  three  days  and  nights,  staying  in  a tree  at 
night  to  keep  out  of  reach  of  the  wolves.  She 
found  her  way  home  by  following  a small  stream 
to  the  river.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  eight 
children  by  the  second  marriage.  The  ociiers 
were:  .\delme  .Amelia,  Caroline  Aurelia  de- 

ceased), Catharine  Lucelia,  John  R.  (deceased\ 
Josephine  .\delia,  Emeline  Ojihelia,  and  .\ngeline 
Fidelia.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  W ood 
county,  1111834,  and  settled  atTontogany.  and  for 
many'  years  was  engaged  in  survey  ing  the  wild 
and  unbroken  forests.  During  his  later  years  he 
followed  farming  as  an  occu]>ation.  His  death 
occurred  in  1875  wiiilc  on  a visit  in  Iowa.  His 
wife,  had  died  in  1871  at  the  age  of  rifty-f'-ur. 
In  prditics  he  was  a Republican,  and  he  took  a 
leading  part  in  ,dl  the  progre>si'.e  mowments  in 
the  community.  d he  lirst  .Masonic  lodee  in  the 
county  was  organized  in  his  liouse  where  the 
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lodge  met  for  six  years,  and  he  was  the  second  to  | 
hold  ihe  office  ol  Master.  At  one  time  he  rode  ! 
to  Zanesville  on  horseback,  once  to  Marietta  | 
and  once  to  Columbus,  to  attend  Grand  Lodge 
meetings.  i 

Our  subject’s  early  education  was  acquired  in  | 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  m the  high  | 
school  at  Waterville  and  Maumee  City.  Me  j 
taught  for  five  terms,  and  in  the  intervals  worked  i 
on  the  farm.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  | 
D.  tilth  O.  V.  I.,  and  served  in  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland.  For  some  time  he  was  de- 
tailed as  hospital  guard,  having  been  sick  and 
unfitted  for  more  serious  duty,  and  here  his  fine 
abilities  as  a musician  were  found  useful.  During  ' 
the  first  and  last  years  of  the  war  he  was  with  ; 
his  regiment,  and  marched  across  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  taking  part  in  the  engagement  at 
P'ort  Saunders.  Tenn.  He  was  mustered  out  at  ^ 
Salisbury,  N.  C.,June  27,  1865,  and  discharged  ! 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  13,  1S65.  After  the  war  ^ 
closed  he  spent  eighteen  months  in  Missouri,  and 
then  returned  to  \\Mod  county,  where  he  has  , 
since  been  engaged  in  his  profession.  He  has  ; 
laid  out  over  15,000  miles  of  ditches,  not  to  men-  i 
tion  other  work.  He  w'as elected  county  survey- 
or in  1871,  and  held  the  office  for  four  terms,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  In  1S65  he 
married  Miss  Josepha  R.  Hoskins,  who  was  born 
in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  August,  1S44.  She  , 
is  of  the  family  of  Morse,  the  inventor,  and  her 
grandfathers  were  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Mr.  Wood  has  for  man}’  years  been  the  organist 
of  the  M.  E.  Church.  He  is  a Republican,  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  No.  46,  Wiley  Post, 
and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

R.  S.  P.\TTV,  a highly  esteeme'.I  citizen  of 
Bow'ling  Green,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  oil 
operators  in  the  country,  his  interests  being  lo-  : 
cated  in  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  and  Indi-  ' 
ana.  He  began  work  in  the  oil  fields  when  cpiite  : 
a young  man,  being  first  employed  as  a driller  and 
pumper.  Later  he  became  a contractor  for  drill- 
ing wells,  first  doing  business  for  himself  as  a i 
member  of  the  firm  of  Patty  Brothers,  their  wells 
being  located  near  Bradford,  Penn.  This  firm 
afterward  extended  their  operations  to  West  \'ir- 
ginia.  Indiana,  and  Kentucky,  and  in  1889  to 
Ohio. 

Of  late  years  the  firm  of  Patty  Pmothers  has 
also  engaged  in  the  gas  business,  and  is  at  present  , 
conducting  e\ten^i\  e plants  at  Weston,  W.  \'a., 
under  the  name  of  ihe  Weston  Natural  Gas  cN  ! 
Fuel  Co.,  and  at  Logan,  Ohio,  as  the  Logan 
Natural  Gas  cN  I'uel  Co.  The  latter  sup[)lies  the 


Boys'  Industrial  School  at  Lancaster,  and  is 
paring  to  extend  their  line  into  Circleville  ami  n. 
Chillicothe.  At  Weston,  W.  \'a.,  they  supjiu-, 
among  other  public  institutions,  the  State  Insau.- 
Asylum  with  light  and  heat.  Our  subject  and  hi., 
brother  were  the  promoters  of  these  companif.s, 
and  now  control  them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Arm- 
strong county,  Penn.,  June  16,  1852,  and  w.i- 
reared  there,  his  education  being  limited  to  the 
common  schools.  He  was  married  December  i 5, 
1S76,  to  Mary  E.  Smathers,  who  was  born  m 
Clarion  county,  Penn.,  March  15,  1859,  daughter 
of  Isaac  f a lumberman  ; and  Harriet  ( Reed 
Smathers,  both  yet  living,  who  are  parents  of 
eight  children:  Sarah,  Lawson  (who  died  when 
a young  man),  Mary  E.,  Malinda,  John,  Robert, 
Amelia,  and  Palmer  ( deceased  when  young  . 
Mrs.  Patty  is  descended  from  the  Hulling  family, 
and  her  great-great-grandrnother  was  a sister  of 
Daniel  Boone.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patty;  Harry  L. , Roy  Le\  ern, 
who  died  when  young,  and  Eddie  R.  The  fam- 
ily occup}’  a [lalatial  residence  in  Bowling  Green, 
whither  they  removed  in  1889,  Mr.  Patty's  main 
office  being  in  the  Times  building,  Pittsburg, 
Perm.,  where  he  directs  the  affairs  of  his  exten- 
sive business.  He  is  essentially  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,  a genial  gentleman  who  has  won 
his  way  to  success  by  energy  and  enterprise,  and 
to-day  IS  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best  business 
men,  and  most  successful  operators  in  the  oil  fiehls 
of  this  or  any  other  State.  In  his  political 
predilections  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  has 
no  time  to  spare  for  office  hunting  or  office  hold- 
ing. He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chuirh. 
of  Parkers  City,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Patty  of  the  Church 
of  the  same  denomination  at  Bowling  Green. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  ( a carpen- 
ter by  trade)  and  Nanc}'  (Speer)  Patt\’,  wore 
both  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father,  in  i Soo. 
in  Westmoreland  county,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
the  mother,  in  Armstrong  count}  , in  1817.  Both 
passed  away  in  the  latter  count}',  she  in  1 864. 
ami  he  in  1882.  The  father  of  James  Patty.  aLo 
named  James,  was  a native  of  Westmoreland 
county,  Penn.,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Gettysburg,  that  State.  (3ur  subject  was  one  of 
five  children,  namel}':  James,  wh.owas  a member 
of  the  oil  firm  of  Patty  Brothers,  and  died  in 
1894:  R.  S.;  Belle,  who  was  a prominent  school 
teacher  in  .\rmstrong  count}',  Penn.,  and  is  now- 
deceased;  George,  who,  it  is  supposed,  was  mur- 
dered while  drilling  wells  in  the  West:  and  Fli..’- 
abeth,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Blakel}',  of  Marion, 
Indiana. 
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T T.  Rosen !>ALE,  M.  D.,  one  of  Fostoria’s 
iNsn"  vounf^  physicians  and  business  men,  is  a 
ii.iuve  of  West  Millgrove,  Wood  county,  tlie  son 

that  well-kno'.vn  and  successful  practitioner, 
i)r.  Charles  R.  Rosendale.  His  early  education 
v,as  obtained  in  the  district  school  of  his  native 
\iilage,  his  first  teacher  being  iMiss  Sally  Buck- 
iii'diam.  In  1887  he  entered  the  Northern  Indi- 
,'ina  Normal  School,  where  he  remained  three 
\cars.  He  had  previously  read  medicine  with 
ins  father  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Henry,  of  Fostoria,  and 
ni  1890  he  entered  Western  Reserve  Medical 
College  at  Cleveland,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1S93.  In  1S92 
ho  made  a trip  to  Europe  in  the  interest  of  his 
profession,  and  immediately  after  graduation  en- 
t(  red  into  active  practice,  taking  an  office  in  the 
o[)era  block  at  Fostoria,  where  he  is  still  located. 
In  common  with  all  young  professional  men  he 
found  it  no  easy  matter  at  first  to  compete  with 
(dtlcr  practitioners,  but  each  year  has  found  him 
steadily  gaining  in  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  he  now  enjoys  a practice  highly  creditable 
lor  one  of  his  years  and  e.xperience.  In  1894  he 
attended  the  University  of  California,  where  he 
pursued  post-graduate  work,  giving  special  atten- 
tion to  dissecting. 

On  September  10,  1895,  the  Doctor  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Madge  P.  Harris,  a native  of  \hrginia, 
who  is  the  daughter  of  V.  H.  and  Augusta  P. 
Harris.  Mrs.  Rosendale  was  graduated  from  the 
Fostoria  High  School  in  1885,  and  in  the  scientific 
course  from  Buchtel  College,  Akron,  Ohio,  in 
1 889. 

Dr.  Rosendale  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  pro- 
gressive young  men  of  Fostoria,  seeming  to  in- 
herit the  business  tact  and  shrewdness  of  his 
father,  whose  success  in  life  has  but  few  parallels 
ill  Wood  county.  In  addition  to  his  practice  he 
has  e.xtensive  business  interests,  which  receive 
careful  attention.  In  1895  erected  on  Perry 
street  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  city,  where 
he  and  his  wife  entertain  their  large  circle  of 
friends  in  a delightful  mariner.  Politically  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
politics  of  the  city. 

C.M'TAiN  J.  B.  Niavton,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Bowling  Green,  with  the  chief 
interests  of  which  city  he  has  for  many  years 
btien  identified,  was  born  September  10,  1837, 
111  Chenango  count}'.  New  York. 

His  grandfather,  Daniel  Newton  (i),  a native 
*'f  New  England,  born  .May  9,  1786,  settled  in 
' henango  count}',  N.  Y.,  in  earl}'  manhood,  and 
niarried  Miss  Patty  Bell,  who  was  born  in  Con- 


: necticut,  Jul\'  8,  1788.  Their  son,  Daniel  New- 
! ton  (2),  born  October  12,  1810,  married  Miss 
I Sarah  Burdick,  also  a native  of  Chenango  count}', 
born  February  10,  1810.  They  were  married 
: January  12,  1834,  and  si.x  years  later  came  west, 
i located  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  first  in  Center 
I township,  and  later  f eight  years  aftcr'ward)  in 
; Bowling  Green.  In  1 864  they  removed  to  Roach- 
ton,  but  in  1876  they  came  back  to  Bowling 
' Green,  there  to  pass  their  declining  years.  They 
i were  both  earnest  and  consistent  rnem.bers  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  faithful  workers  in  e\'er}'  line 
of  Christian  duty.  Mr.  Newton  was  originall}  a 
Whig,  later  a Republican,  and  was  an  intelligent 
student  of  public  affairs.  hie  died  March  20, 
1881,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  grave, 
November  18,  1872.  Of  their  six  children,  three 
' grew  to  adult  age:  Louis  M.,  born  October  8, 

i 1S34,  now  a leading  resident  of  Garnett,  Kans. ; 
J.  B.,  our  subject;  and  Jennie,  who  married 
L.  D.  Stearns,  now  of  Willapa,  State  of  Wash- 
ington. The  deceased  are:  Jeremiah  C. . born 

September  20,  1842,  died  rVugust  19,  1S49;  James 
L. , born  .August  9,  1846,  died  December  4,  1846; 
and  Chloe  E. , born  July  21,  1847,  died  July  31, 

! 1847. 

j Capt.  Newton’s  early  education  was  restricted 
' to  an  attendance  at  the  district  schools  near  his 
; home.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  was 
: among  the  first  to  enlist  for  the  three-years'  serv- 
ice. in  August,  1861,  joining  Company  .A.,  14th  O. 
V.  I.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  i.ph  Corps, 
army  of  the  Curnberland,  commanded  by  Gen. 
Thomas,  and  served  through  the  campaigns  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia, 
taking  part  in  the  historic  march  to  the  sea.  and 
: was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Johnston.  Capt. 

: Newton  was  promoted  from  private  through,  the 
grades  of  corporal,  sergeant-major,  second  lieu- 
tenant. first  lieutenant,  to  the  rank  of  captain; 
as  second  lieutenant  he  was  detailed  as  adjutant, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  promoted  to 
! captain.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  service  he 
' was  detailed  mainly  on  brigade  staff  duty.  .\t 
the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  Washington  and 
participated  in  that  “Grand  Review, ” and  was 
finally  discharged  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  Jul\'. 
1865.  He  was  never  womuletl,  and  never  absent 
: from  his  command,  e.xce[)t  once,  by  reason  of 
I sickness,  in  1862. 

! In  ! 868  he  married  Miss  Maggie  Blackwood. 

: who  was  born  in  Oakland  county.  Mich.,  J.'mu.u'}' 
23,  1844,  and  four  children  came  of  tliis  union: 
Welles  B.,  born  .\[wil  17,  1869,  now  a druggi>t 
in  Toledo;  Clyile  B.,  born  May  22.  1874,  a stu- 
dent at  .Mma,  Mich.,  Earl  W.,  born  June  8, 
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i88i;  aii(]  Marj- Belle,  born  November  27,  1882.  j 
Soon  after  his  return  from  the  army,  Capt.  New-  i 
ton  was  elected  county  auditor,  and  served  three  | 
terms  of  two  years  each.  He  then  engaged  in  ; 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Center  township  some  hf-  ; 
teen  years,  during  which  time  he  did  an  extensive 
business  in  feeding  and  shipping  stock.  When 
the  gas  boom  came  to  Bowling  Green,  the  Ikick-  ! 
eye  Glass  Co.  was  among  the  first  to  utilize  the  : 
new  product,  and  selected  him  to  manage  the  | 
financial  affairs  of  the  company.  The  Ohio  Flint  ■ 
Glass  Co.  was  incorporated  in  1891  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  table  glassware,  and  the  attendant  j 
lines  common  to  that  branch  of  the  business. 
W’hen  the  natural  gas,  for  fuel  for  manufacturing  ; 
purposes,  failed  at  Bowling  Green,  the  company 
decided  to  remove  their  plant  to  the  gas  fields  of 
Indiana.  They  selected  Dunkirk  for  their  ioca-  i 
tion,  and  entrusted  Capt.  Newton  with  the  man-  ' 
agement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company.  In  1895  | 
he  was  elected  president  thereof,  and  given  charge  1 
with  general  management  of  its  affairs,  retaining  ^ 
his  residence  in  Bowling  Green.  Politically  he 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  is  very  infiuential  in  , 
party  affairs,  and  takes  a leading  place  m all  pub-  ' 
lie  movements;  he  has  always  been  ready  to 
assist  in  any  movement  tending  to  advance  the  , 
interests  of  the  citv,  and  was  one  of  the  early  ' 
clerks  of  the  corporation  as  soon  as  he  became  ; 
of  age.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
W’iley  Post,  No.  46;  of  the  1.0.  O.  I',  and  En- 
campment, and  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  | 
in  the  Ohio  Commandery.  j 

i 

Colonel  M.  F.  Miles,  a representative  farm-  ^ 
er  of  Montgomery  township,  was  born  in  Ches-  ! 
terville,  Morrow  county  'at  that  time  Knox  coun- 
ty), Ohio,  December  10,  1838,  and  is  a son  of 
Davis  and  Julia  A.  (Denman;  Miles.  His  grand-  ! 
father,  Lnos  Miles,  was  born  in  Chester  county, 
Penn.,  July  3,  1786.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Frame,  who  was  born  April  3,  1790.  They 
came  to  Ohio  in  an  early  da_\-,  bought  up  tracts 
of  land,  and  Mr.  Miles  named  Chester  township, 
also  Chesterville.  A man  of  means,  he  erected 
a large  brick  hotel  and  other  buildings,  one  of  : 
which  he  fitted  out  as  a school  and  boarding- 
house; but  his  ideas  were  far  too  advanced  for 
those  days,  and  his  venture  involved  him  in  finan- 
cial difficulties.  Mr.  Miles  died  in  Chesterville,  ■ 
May  18,  1840,  and  his  wife  on  .-\ugust  i8,  1871. 
Their  children  were  Da\is,  Euclid,  Enos,  Jane 
and  Catherine. 

Davis  Miles,  tlie  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Chester  county,  Penn.,  in  1814,  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents,  and  was  married  in  Ches- 


tervilie  in  1837.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of 
Joseph  Denman,  a farmer.  At  the  time  of  his 
father’s  death,  Davis  took  charge  of  his  affairs, 
which  were  much  involved;  but  he  took  an  exten- 
sion of  time,  and  was  able  to  hold-  the  property. 
He  conducted  the  hotel  business  successful! v, 
and  Vvdien  the  property  was  divided  it  was  not  bv 
a forced  sale.  At  the  organi/atioii  o;  Morrow 
county  Mr.  Miles  was  chosen  first  sheriff.  He 
owned  considerable  land  adjacent  to  the  village 
of  Chesterville,  and  hired  almost  all  of  his  work 
done,  although  in  early  life  he  was  an  active 
fanner.  He  was  a man  of  excellent  judgment 
and  common  sense,  and  possessed  a strong  nat- 
ural intellect.  He  was  a stanch  Republican,  a 
prominent  man  in  his  communicy,  and  served 
two  terms  in  the  Ohio  Senate.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles  were  as  follows;  M.  F. , our 
subject;  Enos  W.,  a traveling  salesman,  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio;  and  Mary  C. , who  died  young. 
Mr.  Miles  passed  away  August  6,  1865,  and  Mrs. 
Miles  in  1876.  and  both  are  buried  at  Chester- 
ville. They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which,  later  in  life,  Mr.  Miles  took  an  active 
part;  socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

The  earl}’  schooling  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  his  native  village  schools.  At  th.e  age 
of  twenty  he  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, at  Delaware,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  For  two  years  he  was  a student  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  while 
there  enlisted  in  the  students'  battalion,  whose 
services  were  rejected  on  account  of  the  quota  of 
men  being  already  filled.  Mr.  Miles  returned 
home,  and  on  September  14,  1861,  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  43d  O.  \k  I.,  under  Gen.  C.  Smith, 
and  went  into  camp  at  Mt.  \'ernon,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  appointed  sergeant.  On  January  9,  1862, 
he  w'as  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  lieurenant, 
and  assigned  to  Company  A,  49th  Reginv.'nt, 
then  camped  at  Green  River,  K\’.  On  hebruar\’ 
14.  1862.  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  and  thence  to  Shiloh,  advancing  to 
the  assistance  of  Gen.  Grant.  His  regiment 
participated  in  th.at  battle,  and  with  other  forces 
held  theii  position  from  i i .\.  m.  to  4 p.  when 
the  enemy  was  obliged  to  retreat.  The  other 
battles  in  which  our  subject  took  part  are  as  fol- 
lows: Corinth,  L.iwrenceburg,  Stone  Ri'.or.  Lib- 
erty Gaix  Crab  (hrchaixi,  Chickamaug.i,  Mui‘- 
freesboro.  Mission  Kidge,  Rocky  b'ace  Ridge. 
Cassville  and  Pickett's  .Mills  In  tlu'  battle  ol 
the  last  m^.'ntioned  j)l.ice,  wh.Nh  occurred  M or 
27,  1864,  the  49th  entered  tlie  fight  with  500 
men,  and  lost  224.  After  the  fall  of  .Atlanta  our 
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.-aibject  returned  with  his  regiment  to  Xashvilie, 
iiarticipating  in  tile  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nash- 
ville. On  June  15,  1865,  it  was  taken  to  Texas 
ill  order  to  quell  an}'  continuance  of  the  Rebellion, 
it  forming  a part  of  the  4th  Army  Corps.  On 
September  30,  1862,  Mr.  Miles  was  promoted  to 
(irst  lieutenant,  and  assigned  to  Company  B, 
(pth  Regiment.  On  March  2,  1863,  he  was 
made  adjutant  of  the  same  regiment,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  Company  H,  and  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain  of  that  company.  On 
October  4,  1863,  he  was  made  major,  and  March 
29,  1S65.  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel.  On 
June  26,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out,  but  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  he  was  sent  to  Victoria, 
Texas,  and  was  not  finally  discharged  until  Ue- 
cetnber3i,  1S65. 

After  the  close  of  the  war.  Col.  Miles  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  for 
some  time,  and  then  went  to  Chicago  and  started 
in  the  retail  drug  trade  on  State  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Taylor.  He  had  a previous  knowledge 
of  this  business,  but  failing  health  compelled  him 
to  give  it  up  and  return  to  Wood  county.  Here 
he  was  married,  October  ii,  1866,  to  Miss  Mag- 
gie E.  Diver,  a native  of  Montgomery  township, 
born  June  30,  1843,  the  daughter  of  Osman  and 
Esther  F.  (Robiusonj  FFver,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  August  23,  1S09,  and  the  latter  April 
2,  1818.  Mr.  Diver  was  twice  married,  his  hrst 
wife  being  Miss  Margaret  Kinnaman.  who  bore 
him  three  children,  two  of  whom  — Franklin  and 
Eaura  — grew  to  maturity;  by  his  second  wife, 
•Mr.  Diver  had  three  children  — Maggie,  Osman 

and  Harriet  M. 

Col.  Miles  began  the  business  of  flour-milling 
in  West  Millgrove,  Wood  county,  in  1868.  The 
niili  burned  down  in  1872,  and  he  and  O.  A. 
Diver  built  on  its  site  the  present  structure,  with 
which  our  subject  was  connected  for  twelve 
years.  Since  retiring  from  that  business  he  has 
resided  in  Montgomery  township,  in  Section  29, 
where  he  has  a comfortable  home  and  carries  on 
farming,  having  over  377  acres  under  his  direc- 
tion. He  has  always  been  a Republican,  and  in 
1887  was  elected  sheriff  of  W'ood  county,  serving 
two  terms,  but  retaining  his  residence  in  Mont- 
.gomery  townshij)  during  his  service.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
in  which  he  has  been  an  elder  for  manv  vears. 
lie  IS  also  secretai'}’  and  tretisurer  of  tire  19th 
District  (,)hio  Christian  Missionary  Society.  So- 
ci.dly  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  in  I'os- 
toria,  and  to  the  C.  A.  R.  Col.  Miles,  as  he  is 
always  called,  is  a prominent  citizen  of  Mont- 
gomery t(wvnshi[),  is  a man  with  a keen  concep- 
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tion  of  right  and  wrong,  loyal  and  trusted,  and  a 
strong  supporter  and  earnest  advocate  of  what- 
ever is  for  public  good. 

Mrs.  Miles  is  State  president  of  the  Christian 
Woman's  Board  of  kfissions,  an  auxilliary  to  the 
Christian  Church,  which  is  a grand  organization. 
She  went  to  school  at  Fostona,  Ohio,  and  at 
Oberlin,  later  graduating  at  the  Seminarv  at  Mt. 
Vernon.  She  is  a woman  of  considerable  liter- 
ar}'  ability,  her  writings  being  mostly  on  religious 
subjects,  which  have  been  printed  in  the  leading 
publications  of  that  character. 

George  C.  Sievexsox,  a member  of  the- 
firm  of  Matthews  & Stevenson,  leading  grocers 
of  Bowling  Green,  who  is  even  better  known 
as  a breeder  of  blooded  horses,  was  borii  June 
2,  1844,  in  county  Down,  Ireland. 

His  grandfather,  James  Stevenson,  was  an 
officer  in  the  British  armv',  a nn-^ vrermaster  un- 
der Sir  John  Moore,  and  while  in  Ireland  on  a 
recruiting  expedition  he  was  so  charmed  with  the 
beauty  of  the  country  that  he  resolved  to  return 
there  to  live,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  sc.  Some 
time  afterward,  having  been  woumled  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Waterloo,  he  was  retired  from  service,  and 
he  purchased  an  estate  in  county  Down,  where- 
on he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 

William  Stevenson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Spain,  eight  days  before  the  battle 
of  Coruna,  in  which  Sir  John  Moore  was  killed. 
Flis  earlv  life  v.'as  passed  mainly  in  Ireland.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to  .\merica,  but  re- 
turned to  Ireland,  where  he  was  married  to  yfiss 
Jane  Mc.Alpine,  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  powerful  of  the  Scottish  clans.  In 
1851  he  came  to  America  again,  bringing  his 
family,  and  located  first  at  Pittsburg.  Penn., 
and  finally  settled  in  Ashtabula  couiuy.  Ohio, 
wdiere  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  Our 
subject  was  second  in  order  of  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren; James,  the  eldest,  lives  in  Seneca  count}'. 
Ohio;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Scoville,  of 
Ashtabula;  Mary  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  \ . 
L.  Chapin;  W.  J.  is  a resident  of  Williams 
count}',  Ohio;  William  died  in  Pittsburg.  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  an  academ}'  .it 
Ashtabula.  W'hen  the  ta\il  war  began  the 
martial  S[)irit  inherited  from  both  paternal  and 
maternal  ancestry  impelled  liim,  though  a bo}' 
in  years,  to  join  in  the  struggle.  C'n  .\ugust  20. 
1801,  he  enlisted  in  Comp.in\  K,  83d  P.  h. 
and  servetl  tluouglunit  the  war.  recci\  ing  his  lin.il 
discharge  June  18,  (86;.  He  was  in  the  battles 
of  Big  Betiud,  Voiktown,  MaFern  Hill,  Cold 
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Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gaines  Mills  ("where  he  was  slipOitly 
wounded),  Laurel  Hill  and  Charles  City  Cross 
Loads.  In  1862,  at  Malvern  Hill,  he  was  shot 
through  the  rigiit  lung,  and  the  night  after  the 
battle  his  captain,  who  had  hunted  him  up,  got 
the  surgeon  to  examine  and  dress  his  wounds; 
but  Mr.  Stevenson  was  then  informed  that  he 
could  not  live  till  morning,  as  he  was  bleeding 
internally.  Thus  confronted  with  death,  this 
worthy  descendant  of  heroes  declared  that,  hav- 
ing done  his  duty,  he  was  satisfied.  He  could 
die  in  no  better  cause.  About  7 o’clock  the 
next  morning,  however,  a negro  discovered  him, 
and,  lifting  him  up,  gave  him  a drink  of  whiskey, 
which  so  revived, hinr  that  he  managed  to  walk 
or  crawl  some  five  miles,  when  he  was 
picked  up  and  taken  to  Harrison's  Landing. 
Thanks  to  his  wonderful  constitution,  he 
reco\ered.  and  at  the  end  of  eleven  months  re- 
enlisted in  his  old  company.  At  Cold  Harbor, 
in  1864,  he  fell  on  the  field  with  two  wounds. 
At  Laurel  Hill  he  was  rendered  unconscious  by 
the  concussion  of  a shell,  and  when  found  by  his 
lieutenant  he  was  bleeding  from  the  mouth, 
nose  and  ears,  but  he  soon  had  his  external 
wounds  dressed.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Stevenson  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in 
Ashtabula  county  and  that  vicinity,  and  in  1874 
located  in  Dunbridge,  Wood  county.  In  1886 
he  began  breeding  fine  horses,  roadsters  and 
trotters,  a business  in  whicli  he  still  continues, 
and  he  owns  a fine  stock  farm  in  Middleton 
township.  On  May  22,  i 89 5,  he  bought  an  in- 
terest in  a grocery  store  in  Bowling  Green,  for- 
merly owned  by  Henry  Hughes. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Ste\enson  married  Miss  Viola 
L.  Reeve,  who  was  born  in  .-\shtabula  county, 
.A.ugust  2,  1850.  They  have  six  children;  K. 
K.;  Jennie,  who  married  O.  X.  Grover,  a teacher 
at  Dunbridge,  and  has  one  child — Genevra; 
Lamira  L. ; Lthcl  A.;  George  R.,  and  Clyde  V. 
The  family  reside  at  Bowling  Green.  They  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  active 
in  various  forms  of  philanthropic  work.  Mr. 
Stevenson  i.s  a leading  worker  in  the  Republican 
party  in  this  county.  He  served  two  years  as 
trustee  of  Middleton  township,  and  also  as  mem- 
ber of  its  board  of  education,  of  wliich  he  was 
president  one  year.  Fraternally,  lie  is  a men;- 
ber  of  the  F.  N A.  M.,  and  of  Kenneth's  Lodge 
No.  158,  K.  of  P. , of  Bowling  Green ; he  also 
belongs  to  Rcrbert  Stewart  Post  \o.  690.  G.  ,\. 
R.,  of  Dunbridge.  The  Reeve  family  came 
from  Connecticut.  .Mrs.  Stevenson’s  parents,  H. 
A.  and  Lamira  (Peck)  Reeve,  were  born  in  ,\sh- 


' tabula  county,  Ohio,  where  they  were  engaged  in 
* farming.  The  father  is  still  living;  the  mother 
; died  in  1S71.  They  had  five  children,  three 
! sons — Wells  H.,  Lllsworth  S.  and  Wilson — and 
! two  daughters — '^dola  L.  (Mrs.  Stevenson),  and 
I Celia  Adele.  The  Reevbs  were  noted  Abolirion- 
' ists  in  ante-bellum  days,  their  home  being  a sta- 
I tion  on  the  famous  “ l.'nderground  Railroad.” 
' Capt.  James  Reeve,  Col.  Arthur  Reeve,  Harri- 
son F.  Reeve  (all  three  of  whom  died  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  war),  and  Capt.  L.  C. 
Reeve,  Mrs.  Stevenson’s  uncles,  were  valiant  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  cause. 

I Daniel  Mercer  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
! time  w'as  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  pio- 
; necr  citizens  of  Bowling  Green,  better  known  as 
! “Uncle  Dan”  throughout  his  wide  circle  of  ac- 
■ quaintances,  was  born  .\ugust  3,  1S26,  in  Colum- 
biana count}',  Ohio,  where  his  ancestors  were 
I among  the-  earliest  settlers.  He  was  of  mixed 
' German,  English  and  Irish  blood,  and  manifested 
; the  besl  qualities  of  each  strain, 
i Flis  father,  William  Mercer,  was  born  in  Co- 
’ lumbiana  county,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
I Margaret  Ikirt,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
, came  to  Portage  township.  Wood  countv,  in 
; 1836,  and  settled  in  the  woods  where  they  mad^ 
I their  first  dwelling  out  of  brush  supported  bv  a 
i couple  of  trees.  Our  subject  was  ten  vears  old 
! at  that  time,  and  can  well  recall  the  hovvling  of 
' the  wolves  around  them,  and  his  fear  lest  thev 
should  break  through  the  frail  shelter.  .A.  log 
cabin  was  built  later,  and  the  land  prepared  for 
crops,  the  father  seeking  work  after  the  seed  was 
planted,  in  order  to  supply  his  family  with  food. 
He  died  at  the  early  age  of  fortv’-three,  and  his 
wife  at  thirty-seven,  the  lives  of  both  having  been 
shortened  by  the  privations  and  exertions  of  pio- 
neer life.  Of  their  fifteen  children,  twelve  grew 
to  maturity,  our  subject  being  the  eldest;  Eli- 
zanna  married  Josiah  Milburn;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried W.  Johnson;  Pierce  was  a farmer  in  Libertv 
township;  Mary  ,\nn  married  Cornelius  Simou'; 
Harriet  married  George  Babcock;  one  son. 
Bielby,  lived  in  Indiana;  Margaret  and  Marth.i 
i Twins),  the  former  was  Mrs.  Robert  jolmson, 

' and  the  latter  is  now  Mrs.  Frederick  .-Vinos.  ul 
Portage  township;  Rufus  is  a farmer  in  Henry 
! county;  Euptiemia  married  Russell  Chilcote.  ' 1 
Perry  to'-nship,  and  C'aroline  marrietl  J''hi> 
Boozer,  of  Bloom  township.  None  irf  this  large 
family  are  now  living  except  Daniel  and  the  ton: 
younger  chihlren. 

Uncle  Dan’s  earlv  educational  advantage.' 
; were  limited,  but  he  made  the  most  of  them,  and 
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liie  a.s^e  of  seventeen  gained  an  insight  into  the 
j.-rincij)lcs  of  arithmetic  in  seventeen  days,  fie 
v,as  tw  ice  married,  first  time  at  the  age  of  twenty 
Miss  Susan  Roberts,  who  died  August  22, 
i.Xrij.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  union,  (i) 
jjneline,  married  Sheldon  Welton  (now  de- 
ceased), formerly  of  Liberty  township;  they  had 
rweive  children — Emmett,  wdro  married  and  has 
child;  Norton;  Lillie,  who  married  and  has 
child;  Della;  Daniel ; iMyrtle,  who  married 


(-ne 

one 
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Brubaker,  and  has  one  child,  and  John, 
j.ilna,  Ruth,  Clayton,  Anna  and  Clarence,  the 
so;  last  being  still  at  home,  except  Ruth,  who  is 
(Lceased,  (2)  Delascos  lives  in  Liberty  town- 
ship; he  married  Louisa  Donsey,  and  has  five 
living  children — Lucy,  married  to  James  White, 
;ind  has  one  child;  Eddie,  a student  at  Bethany 
■AS'.  \'a.)  College;  Clarence,  Tillie  and  Aliraham 
Cl.  ; tw’o  others  died  in  early  life.  13)  Apalinda 
first  married  Samuel  Whitaker  ('now  deceased). 
;uid  had  two  children — Thomas  E.  and  Ella  E. 

-both  attending  Bethany  College;  she  afterward 
wedded  Jolm  Knight  and  had  two  children,  one 
•of  whom,  Deyo,  is  li\dng.  (4)  .Alcenus  is  a farmer 
in  Liberty  township;  he  married  Ella  Ducat,  and 
has  four  children — Rosa,  Libbie,  Norrnia  and 
Uoyd.  (5)  -Elmira  married  Robert  Place,  of 
lahcrty  township,  and  has  two  living  children — 
Alfred,  a ■ student  at  Bethany  College,  and 
Alta.  (6)  Eugene  married  Jerusha  Bay,  and  has 
three  children — Mable,  Ah’rnie  and  ETith.  [/) 
Kuth  married  Robert  Marbel,  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  has  one  soi' — Leonidas.  (S)  Cyrenus  mar- 

ried Alice  Dubbs,  and  has  one  son — Ira.  (9) 
hioiTi  and  (10)  Florence  (twins)  are  married, 
1‘lora  to  Milton  Tellers,  of  Plain  township,  and 
Morcnce  to  Clarence  Griner. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  married  the  second  time, 
juny  24,  1866,  to  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Aller,  who  was 
born  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y,,  July  23,  182S, 
daughter  of  Asahel  and  Lucy  ('Johnson)  Martin. 
By  her  former  marriage  with  Zacheus  Aller  she 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living: 

• Margaret,  married  to  Porterfield  Mercer,  and 
has  five  children — Frank,  Ethel,  Manley,  Marian 
and  Lrnrna.  (2)  Nelson  (now  deceased),  mar- 
ried to  Julia  Low'e  ('now  deceased),  and  had 
three  children — Millie,  I .eory  and  Porterfield. 
5)  Zerelza,  married  to  |ames  Miller,  and  has 
‘‘>ur  children — Ernest,  Grace,  Royal  and  True. 

>•  h-ili'itt,  married  to  Cora  Hunt,  and  has  three 
'■hildren — Ernest,  Bertha  and  I^ucy.  (5)  Henry, 
'unrried  to  .Addie  Swartz,  and  has  two  children  — 
Bhiier  and  Blanche.  (6)  Amos,  not  married. 
Rebecca,  married  to  Dowling  Mercer,  and 

three  children  — Lorenzo,  Ina  and  Hazel, 
ai 
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I By  his  second  marriage  “Uncle  Dan”  had  two 
I sons  : (i)  Leonidas,  pastor  of  the  Christian 

! Church  at  Ravenna,  Ohio ; was  educated  at 
i Bethany  (W.  Va.)  College  and  Chicago  Univev- 
I sity,  and  ordained  in  1891;  he  is  married  t(.'. 
i Jessie  Green,  of  .Alliance,  Ohio.  O)  Robert,  a 
I farmer  near  Bowling  Green;  he  completed  hi.= 

I education  in  Hiram  College,  Ohio,  and  is  married 
! to  Miss  Millie  De  Lano;  like  his  father,  he  is  an, 
I ardent  Prohibitionist.  All  of  these  nineteen  chil- 
; dren  have  been  reared  together  by  our  subject, 

! and  all  are  memibers  of  the  Church.  He  lately 
! gave  each  of  them  $2,000,  making  $4,000  in  alt 
to  each,  he  having  previously  given  $2,000  to 
I each  one. 

i .About  two  years  after  his  second  marriage 
i Mr.  Mercer  bought  a farm  of  4C0  acres  in  Lib- 
' erty  township,  where  oil  was  afterw’ard  discov- 
j ered,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  he  had  an 
I income  from,  si.xty-five  wells.  In  1889  he  re- 
1 tired  to  Bowling  Green,  there  to  spend  his  de- 
I dining  years,  and  he  employed  his  time  devising 
: new  ways  to  do  good  with  his  money.  He  was 
' a liberal  patron  of  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  he  had  been  a member  some  fifty-three 
years,  and  an  elder  for  thirty  years.  He  took 
i the  lead  in  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Bowling 
i Green  society,  and  made  large  don.ations  in 
i other  places,' helping  to  build  more  than  twenty 
I churches.  He  also  gave  generously  to  Bethany 
College,  .Hiram  College  and  other  educational  in- 
; stitutions,  and  was  extremely  liberal  to  Churches, 

! regardless  of  creed.  Politically,  he  was  formerly 
' a Democrat,  but  in  later  years  was  a Prohibition- 
I ist,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  temperance 
work.  Daniel  .Mercer)  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
i died  September  23,  1896,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Rudolph. 

! Murr.w  P.  Brewer,  one  of  the  proprietors 
I of  the  Wood  County  Saitincl,  and  editor  of  the 
same,  is  a native  of  Ohio,  born  November  23, 
1849,  and  received  his  schooling  at  Westerville. 

In  1868  he  wont  to  Toledo  and  engaged  in  tlie 
printing  business  as  a practical  printer,  and  in 
1870  came  to  Bowling  Green,  here  taking  a po- 
sition on  the  Wood  County  Snitinc/ — the  official 
organ  of  the  Republican  party.  In  1873  he  be- 
came sole  proprietor  of  the  Sciiiiiul  by  purchase 
from  C.  \\h  Evers,  later  selling  to  Riululph  l>ros., 
and  was  then  for  one  year  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Wauseon  Ki/'u/Uiciin . In  [884  he  again 
became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  .s\'' 
and  has  been  its  eilitor  ever  since.  He  's  one  of 
the  ablest  uriterb  in  Ghicj,  arui  always  alert  lo 
the  interests  of  his  town  and  county.  He  h.is 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


i 


I 

j been  mayor  of  Bowling  Green  two  terms  { 1SS2 

1 and  1 884  ),  and  served  ably  and  well  on  the  school 

! board  many  years,  also  in  the  city  council  1877— 

i i87c;-i88i-i885- 1886-1894-1895  and  1S96. 

I On  January  8,  1873.  Mr.  Brewer  was  married 

i to  Miss  Luella  G.,  daughter  of  Norton  and  Ella 

j R.  (Wells)  Reed,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York 

I State  respective!}',  the  father  being  of  Scotch 

I origin.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 

I children  as  follows:  GharlesR.,  JohnW.,  Harry 

I and  I3i.\ie. 

1 - ^ 

j E.  L.  Spafford,  the  well-known  young  civil 

j engineer  of  Bowling  Green,  is  a descendant  of  one 

j of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  region,  his  great- 

I great-grandfather,  Major  Amos  Spafford,  who 

I was  born  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  April  ii,  1753,  hav- 

j ing  been  for  some  time  deputy  revenue  collector 

I at  Perrysburg.  The  Major’s  eldest  son,  Samuel 

Spafford,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  %vas 
'■  commissioner  of  Wood  county,  from  1822  to 

i 1828;  he  died  at  Perrysburg  in  1831.  at  the  age 

j of  fifty-six.  Amos  Spafford,  the  grandfather  of 

i our  subject,  went  to  California  during  the  “gold 

1 fever”  of  1848-49,  and  was  never  heard  from 

I afterward.  His  son,  Ara  C.  Spafford,  our  sub- 

i ject’s  father,  was  born  in  1835,  and  in  1861  en- 

■ ■ listed  in  Company  C,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  and  served 

! in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  until  he  was 

I stricken  with  yellow  fever,  from  which  he  died 

■j  October,  1864,  at  Camp  Sorghum,  South  Caro- 

j lina. 

•j  On  the  maternal  side,  also,  Mr.  Spafford  is 

; descended  from  a family  which  has  held  a prom- 

inent place  in  the  history  of  northwestern  Ohio, 
his  mother,  formerly  Miss'Amanda  M.  Baird,  be- 
j ing  the  daughter  of  G.  W.  Baird,  a man  of  rec- 

j ognized  infiueiice  in  business  and  political  circles, 

•|  and  a representative  in  the  Legislature  from  this 

1 District,  in  1841-42.  E.  L.  Spafford  is  the  sec- 

’ ond  in  a family  of  three  children.  The  eldest, 

1 Clifton  A.,  lives  in  Providence,  R.  I.;  the  voung- 

I cst  died  in  infancy.  His  mother,  who  was  born 

j September  18,  1838,  is  still  living,  and  has  con- 

' tracted  a second  marriage  w ith  F.  H.  Thompson, 

I of  Perrysburg;  they  have  had  two  children — L. 

' A.  and  Edward. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Perrysburg  July  8,  i86i,  and  received  his  early 
I , education  in  the  sctiools  of  that  town.  Tlie 
foundation,  thu.s  laid,  has  been  added  to  bv 
I subsecpient  reading  and  observation,  until  he  has 

I become  noted  for  his  broail  and  accurate  informa- 

j tioii.  His  teclinical  studies  in  engineering  ond 

I surveying  were  pur.sued  under  the  able  guidance 

I of  Prof.  Hubbard,  at  I’errysburg.  At  the  age  of 

I 

I 


i nineteen  he  began  teaching,  and,  after  seven  years 
I of  successfiii  work  in  this  count}',  he  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  working  as 
an  assistant  to  the  county  surveyor.  His  ability 
and  skill,  combined  with  absolute  fair  dealing  in 
disputed  cases,  has  brought  him  an  extensive 
: business  in  this  and  adjoining  counties. 

■ On  May  4,  1894,  Spafford  nvas  married 
! to  Miss  Mildred  Kramer,  of  Bov/ling  Green,  who 
j is  a w’orker  in  various  philanthropical  movements, 
j and  an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  One 
I son,  Janres  Francis,  born  January  i,  1896,  has 
. biessed  this  union.  Mr.  Spafford  is  a straight 
’ Republican  in  politics;  socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  77,  of  Perrys’Durg. 

Prof.  J.  N.  Baker,  a prominent  educator,  of 
Wood  county,  now'  residing  in  Bowling  Green, 
was  born  near  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana  county, 

; Ohio,  May  9,  1 843. 

I His  father,  Abraham  Baker,  was  born  m iSoS, 

! in  Adams  county,  Penn.,  and  came  to  Ohio,  w'ith 
I his  parents,  when  a little  boy;  his  mother,  who 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Cope,  before  her  marriage, 
was  a native  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Va,  and 
came  to  this  State,  with  her  parents,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  months  — both  families  settling  in 
the  vicinity  of  New'  Lisbon.  Poverty  was  no 
obstacle  in  the  eyes  of  lovers  in  those  days, 
and  in  1830  our  subject's  parents  were  mar- 
ried, alt^iough  they  had  nothing  to  live  upon 
but  the  young  husband's  wages  as  a day  laborer. 
In  1850,  they  bought  a farm  of  ten  acres,  which 
they  sold  four  years  later,  when  the}'  removed  to 
a farm  in  Section  31,  Bloom  township.  Wood 
county,  klere  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  They  were  Quakers  in  religion,  with  all 
the  sterling  moral  qualities  of  that  sect.  Mr. 
Baker  died  May  27,  1S88,  aged  eighty  years:  his 
w'ife  .\ugust  15,  1894,  aged  eighty-six  }'ears.  Of 
their  six  sons,  five  served  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
the  other  had  a willing  spirit,  but  failed  to  pass 
the  examination.  Their  two  daughters  married 
men  who  volunteered  and  went  to  the  front. 
John  C.,  the  eldest  son.  enlisted  in  the  47th  O. 
V.  I.  He  now  resides  at  the  old  homestead. 
Sarah  A.  married  J.  R.  Slaughterback.  of  Han- 
cock county,  a private  in  Company  E.  21st  O. 

I.  Joshua  C was  drafted,  but  was  discharged 
on  account  of  pliysical  disability;  be  now  resides 
in  Hancock  county.  Elisha  M.,  served  in  Co.  D, 
5th  Mo.  Cav.  during  the  war.  and  now  lives  in 
Auburn,  Nebr.  jason  C.,  a [wivate  in  Co.  IG 
2ist  O.  \'  [.,  under  Gen.  Shenmin,  was  killed  at 
\’ining  Station,  Ga.,  Jul\'  9,  1864.  Isaac  P- 
serveil  in  C'o.  G,  21st  O.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  the 
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l^ospital  at  Nashville,  February  6,  1S63,  of  pneu- 
inuiiia,  caused  by  exposure  during  the  battle  of 
htone  River.  Mary  C married  Frank  Pattee,  of 
W'hite  Beach,  Wisconsin. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  in  this  patri- 
otic family.  He  was  about  twelve  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  WMod  county,  and  he 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  ! 
of  Bloom  township,  and  in  the  high  school  at  ^ 
iMiullay.  Before  completing  his  course,  the  war  i 
broke  out,  and  August  9,  1S62,  he  enlisted  in  ' 
Co.  G,  99th  O.  V.  L,  taking  the  rank  of  corp-  ■ 
oral.  He  served  under  Buell,  Rosecrans,  and 
Sherman,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Perry- 
ville,  Ky. , Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  i 
Missionar}'  Ridge,  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Resaca, 
Ringgold,  Dalton,  Dallas,  and  others  of  the  At-  ’ 
Uinta  campaign.  He  was  wounded  at  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  June  2i,  1864,  and  sent  to  Regimental 
Headquarters,  but  returned  to  duty  in  three 
weeks.  Aftei  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  his  regi- 
ment formed  part  of  the  force  under  Gen.  Thomas, 
sent  against  Hood,  and  took  part  in  the  two- 
days’  struggle  at  Nashville,  in  which  that  cam- 
paign ended.  The  99th  was  then  consolidated 
with  the  50th  Ohio,  and  transferred  to  the  East, 
and  was  engaged  at  the  capture  of  Wilmington. 
They  re-joined  Sherman  at  Goldsboro,  and  were 
discharged  from  the  U.  S.  service  at  Salisbury, 
when  the  war  closed,  and  finally  mustered  out  at 
Camp  Dennison,  Cincinnati,  in  June,  1S65. 

Returning  to  b'indlay.  Prof.  Baker  resumed  | 
his  studies,  finishing  the  course  in  the  Findlay 
High  School,  in  1866.  He  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  educational  work,  teaching  two  years  , 
in  the  A Grammar  Grade  at  Findlay;  three  }’ears 
as  superintendent  at  Carey;  two  years  at  home, 
where  he  bought  a farm  and  spent  his  spare  time 
in  cultivating  it;  nine  years  as  superintendent  at 
Portage;  three  years  as  superintendent  at  North 
Baltimore,  and  seven  years  in  the  A Grammar 
.school  at  Bowling  Green.  He  then  resigned,  in- 
tending to  retire  from  professional  work,  but  was 
prevailed  upon  to  take  charge  of  the  schools  at 
Tontogany,  where  he  spent  last  year.  He  is  now 
resting.  While  attending  school  at  Findlay,  he 
taught  three  winters’  terms  in  the  country,  mak- 
ifig,  in  all,  thirty  years  of  work.  He  married 
Miss  Levina  Shellabarger,  one  of  his  pupils  at 
Carey,  who  was  born  in  that  town,  November  3, 
She  has  been  a true  helpmeet,  sympa- 
thising heartily  in  all  his  plans,  and  has  taught 
with  him  in  the  schools  of  L^ortage,  North  Balti- 
luore,  grammar  grade,  and  Bowling  Green,  in 
the  A Primary  grade.  I’rof.  ILiker  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  county  examiners  for  four 


years.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  \\dley  Post,  of  which 
he  has  been  commander  for  two  terms. 

Robert  Stewart  Davidson'.  The  David- 
son family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a prominent  business  man  of  Scotch 
Ridge,  Webster  township,  traces  his  genealogy 
back  to  Robert  Davidson,  \vho  was  a farmer,  born 
in  Linlithgow,  Scotland. 

His  son,  Robert  Davidson  (2),  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  also  born  in  that  country,  and 
was  one  of  seven  children.  He  came  to  America 
in  1834,  and  settled  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  A few 
months  later,  going  to  Pennsylvania  and  buying 
a large  tract  of  land.  While  on  his  journey 
homeward  he  died,  when  four  miles  from  Fre- 
monr,  on  the  Maumee  and  Western  Reserve 
Pike.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Margaret  Murdock, 
also  a native  of  Scotland.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  them;  Robert,  who  is  now  a retired 
farmer,  living  at  Scotch  Ridge;  W’illiam;  Jean- 
nette; James;  Walter,  father  of  our  subject; 
Anna;  Andrew;  Thomas  and  Margaret. 

Walter  Davidson  married  Jane  Stewart;  both 
were  natives  of  Scotland,  born  in  1822.  The}' 
came  to  America  in  1832.  when  children.  For  a 
time  they  lived  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  afterward 
removing  to  Webster  township.  Their  family 
consisted  of  the  following  children:  Robert 

Stewart,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Maggie,  born  in 
1845,  married  Thomas  Shanks,  and  lives  in  Web- 
ster township;  Mary,  born  in  1847;  Sarah,  born 
in  1849,  married  Frank  Stevens,  of  Webster 
township;  Andrew  died  when  about  two  years 
old;  Thomas,  living  in  Webster  township;  ^[attie 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Muir,  of  the  same  town- 
ship. The  father  was  county  commissioner  for 
six  or  seven  years.  He  died  .April  14,  1S91, 
aged  sixty-nine  years;  his  wife  died  some  four 
years  previous. 

Robert  Stewart  Davidson  was  born  in  Scotch 
Ridge,  Webster  township,  this  county,  April  i, 
1843.  He  attended  the  district  school,  which  in 
those  primitire  days  was  held  in  a log  school 
house  with  rough  slabs  for  benches,  a puncheon 
■ door,  and  a slit  in  the  side  of  the  walls,  covered 
with  greased  paper,  doing  duty  as  a window. 
When  eighteen  years  old  his  patriotic  imi)ulses 
were  stirred  by  the  call  to  arms,  and  he  offered 
his  services  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebel- 
lion, enlisting  on  October  22,  1801,  in  Company 
H,  67th  O.  \b  I.,  his  regiment  being  .issigned 
to  the  Eastern  Di\ision  of  the  arinv.  His  term 
of  ser\ice  expiring,  he  re-enlisted  in  I'ebruary, 
1864,  and  remained  until  tb.e  close  of  the  war. 
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being  muscered  out  December  7,  1S65.  Mr.  j 
Davidson  took  part  in  some  of  the  most  noted  I 
engagements  of  the  war,  among  them  being  the  i 
battles  of  Winchester,  Va.  ; two  battles  at  F'ort 
Wagner,  Chester  Station,  Va.  ; Bermuda  Hun- 
dred, two  battles  at  Wier  Bottom  Church,  Va. ; 
Petersburg  and  Appomatto.x.  He  was  wounded 
at  Fort  Wagner  and  Chester  Station,  and  has  the 
record  of  a brave  and  faithful  soldier,  of  which  he 
may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  married  August  14,  1872, 
to  Miss  Alice  Stevens,  who  was  born  January  28, 
1S50,  in  Monroeville,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  Eight 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Jennie 
May  died  when  eighteen  months  old;  Walter  is 
in  business  with  his  father ; Maggie;  Daisy;  Bruce, 
died  when  two  years  old;  Frank,  Arthur  and 
Laura.  Mr.  Davidson  established  a general  mer- 
chandise business  in  Scotch  Ridge,  in  1S72,  being 
at  the  outset  in  partnership  vvith  his  father,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Davidson  &;  Son,  and  which 
style  is  still  used,  although  the  senior  partner 
died  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Davidson  erected  the 
large  building  which  he  now  occupies,  in  1SS3, 
and  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  by  his  strict 
attention  to  the  details  of  his  business,  his  well- 
known  integrity,  and  genial  personality  also  attract- 
ing to  him  many  warm  personal  friends.  He  has 
been  greatly  prospered  during  the  twenty-three 
years  of  his  active  business  life,  and  is  one  of  the 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  the  township.  Mr. 
Davidsonhasalwaystakenanactive  part  in  politics, 
in  which  he  affiiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  been  treasurer  of  Webster  township  for 
twenty-four  years,  first  being  elected  in  1869,  and 
serving  for  twelve  years;  after  an  interval  of  two 
years  he  was  again  re-elected,  and  has  held  the 
position  ever  since.  He  is  the  treasurer  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Pemberville  Creamery,  and  is 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a member,  and  is  now  treasurer  of 
the  Wood  County  Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  Associa- 
tion, which  has  an  assessable  stock  of  $1,000,- 
000.00,  and  is  steadily  increasing.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Wiley  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Bowling 
Green,  and  is  prominent  in  all  public  enterprises. 
He  owns  a farm  of  sixty-two  acres  near  Scotch 
Ridge,  on  which  he  resides,  where  he  has  a de- 
lightful home. 

Fkan'k  W.  Dunn,  a well-known  resident  of 
Bowling  Green,  was  born  on  the  east  coast  of 
England  December  18,  1841,  and  is  the  eldest  in 
the  family  of  four  children  born  to  John  F.  and 
Miriam  fWriglit)  Dunn. 

The  mother  and  two  of  the  daughters  died  in 


1847,  a few  years  subsequently  the  father 

emigrated  to  Canada,  bii aging  with  him  his  two 
remaining  children — the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
his  brother  Robert.  Members  of  the  family  on 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  had  previously 
emigrated  from  the  mother  country,  some  of  them 
having  settled  in  Canada,  others  in  the  United 
States.  For  a time,  Frank  lived  with  his  uncle 
on  a farm  near  Toronto,  and  afterward  with  an 
I old  friend  of  his  father.  After  a residence  of  about 
j two  and  a half  years  in  Canada,  the  father  and  his 
! two  sons  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Bloom  town- 
ship, this  county,  on  a tract  of  land  adjoining  the 
village  of  Eagleville,  where  some  of  his  father's 
relatives  were  then  living.  The  land  purchased 
was  covered  with  heavy  timber;  the  surrounding 
country  was  new;  money  was  a scarce  commodity, 
and  a good  deal  of  hard  work  was  necessary  to 
; make  a comfortable  home. 

i With  a view  of  earning  money  to  assist  his 
father  in  paying  tor  and  improving  his  land,  cur 
j subject  went  to  Lorain  county,  in  the  spring  of 
I each  year,  for  several  seasons,  and  worked  on  a 
farm,  during  the  summer  months,  returning  to 
' Wood  county  in  the  fall.  In  September,  1S62, 

' while  employed  on  a farm  in  Lorain  county,  he 
I enlisted,  for  three  years,  in  the  Hoffman  Battalion, 
afterward  merged  into  the  128th  Regiment,  O. 

I \k  I.  He  remained  in  the  service  until  June, 
1865,  and  was  honorably  discharged,  by  reason 
j of  the  termination  of  the  war.  In  September, 

I 1865,  he  went  to  Alpena,  Mich.,  then  a very  smrdl 
village,  aud  spent  the  winter  in  the  pineries  north 
of  that  place.  Returning  to  Ohio  in  the  spring 
of  1866,  he  followed  the  pursuits  of  a farmer  for 
several  years,  in  Perrv  township.  Wood  county, 
and  was  twice  elected  assessor  of  the  township, 
at  the  second  election  receix'ing  every  vote  cast  in 
! the  township.  In  the  winter  months,  he  usually 
\ taught  a term  of  district  school,  in  either  Bloom 
or  Perry  township.  In  1873  he  came  to  Bowling 
Green,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since,  excepting 
two  years  spent  in  western  Kansas. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Dunn  was  deputy  sheriff 
of  W’ood  county,  and  at  intervals  has  been  em- 
ployed in  all  the  various  oftices  of  the  county.  In 
1880,  he  was  one  of  the  United  States  census 
enumerators,  and  was  clerk  of  Center  township, 
for  two  years.  While  li\  ing  in  Kansas  he  was 
elected  and  served  as  county  recorder. 

In  the  spring  of  1888,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  J.  Loomis,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Daniel  Loomis,  of  Bowliiyg  Green.  She  \xas 
dequity  clerk  of  courts,  in  Wood  county,  tor  se\'- 
1 eral  years,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
I first  lady  legall\'  apfiointed  to  an  office  in  the 
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WOOD  COUNTY,  OHIO. 


.-o'lnty,  the  late  Judge  Pillars  making  the  appoint- 
niciit.  Subsequently  she  filled  the  office  of  dep- 
(ifv  recorder  of  the  county.  Mr.  Dunn  is  a nieni- 
},,.r  of  the  firm  of  Robert  lS:  Frank  W.  Dunn, 
i!)Stractcrs  of  land  titles,  who  have  made  a spe- 
cialty of  this  work  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

Gkorge  \\k  G.\gh.an,  auditor  of  Wood  coun- 
ty, and  one  of  the  most  capable  and  popular 
business  men  of  Bowling  Green,  was  born  in 
Whitehall,  N.  Y. , May  3,  1S50. 

His  parents,  George  and  Mary  (Finney) 
Gaghan,  v/ere  born  in  Ireland,  the  father  in 
i.SiO,  the  mother  two  years  later.  They  came 
to  .\rnerica  in  1S49,  settling  in  Whitehall,  where 
they'  lived  some  eight  years,  in  1857  removing  to 
'I'oledo,  where  they'  remained  two  y'ears.  In 
1S59  the  family'  removed  to  Medina,  Medina 
Co.,  Ohio,  where  they'  also  resided  two  years, 
tlience  removing  to  West  Millgrove,  Wood 
county,  where,  in  1S65,  they  tented  a farm  near 
Tontogany.  Here  they  lived  three  years,  at  the 
cud  of  that  time  buying  a farm  in  Milton  town- 
sliip,  where  Mr.  Gaghan  died.  Politically  he 
was  a Democrat.  An  upright  citizen,  and  an 
energetic  worker,  he  never  spared  his  strength 
when  he  set-himself  a task  to  accomplish.  His 
life  was  extended  beyond  the  limit  of  three-score 
and  ten,  his  death  occurring  September  23,  1S92. 
His  wife,  and  six  sons  and  daughters  survive  him, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest;  Catherine  is 
the  wife  of  J.  Dubbs,  of  Milton  township;  Mary 
married  Nate  Corhell,  of  Jackson  township; 
James  lives  at  the  old  home  in  Milton  township; 
Kosa  married  Wesley  Sharp,  of  Hammansburg, 
Mood  county;  Myrtle  is  the  wife  of  Caleb  Roe, 
of  Jackson  township. 

C.  W.  Gaghan  acquired  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  common  .schools  near  his  home, 
and  at  about  the  age  of  fifteen  came  to  Bowling 
Green,  to  find  or  make  for  himself  a pilace  in  the 
business  arena.  P'or  two  years  and  a half  he 
clerked  in  the  general  store  of  C.  F.  Button, 
and  for  four  years  with  S.  L.  Boiighton,  in  the 
^aine  line.  Possessing  in  a marked  degree  those 
innate  qualities  of  character  which  win  public 
confidence,  he  had  by  this  time  gained  a host  of 
friends,  and  on  venturing  to  in\  est  his  savings  in 
a stock  of  dry  goods,  his  enterprise  found  ready 
■''■['port.  He  continued  in  busintiss  with,  a grow- 
J'lg  trade  until  late  in  the  year  1887,  when  he  was 
burned  out  with  a loss  of  $3,500.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  business,  in  which  he  continued 
■oine  two  years.  In  1S88,  he  rebuilt  the  Gaghan 
dock,  which  is  a fine  property.  In  1889,  he 
''•as  appointed  postmaster  of  1 fowling  Green,  re- 


i ceiving  the  appointment  from  Harrison  without 
! solicitation  on  iiis  part,  and  held  the  office  until 
i January  i,  1894.  when  he  gave  it  up,  having 
! been  elected  to  his  present  position  the  previ- 
ous November.  Since  October  15,  1894,  he  has 
ably'  discharged  the  duties  of  county  auditor,  to 
which  office  he  was  re-elected  in  November, 
1896.  He  did  not  come  to  this  work  an  untried 
and  inexperienced  official,  having  held  many- 
minor  offices  in  which  the  public  had  learned  his 
worth.  As  township  clerk,  and  for  ten  years 
treasurer  of  Center  township,  and  as  a member 
; of  the -city  council  for  twelve  years,  his  integrity, 

I good  judgment,  energy  and  public  spirit  had 
; been  fully  proven.  What  Mr.  Gaghan  lacked  in 
collegiate  training  has  been  made  up  by  close 
observation  and  private  study,  the  love  for 
which  college  life  dees  not  always  develop.  He 
has  always  been  a recognized  leader  in  the  local 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  for  whose  inter- 
i ests  he  has  devoted  both  his  time  and  means. 

He  has  served  on  the  County  Central  Com- 
j mittee,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  party’s 
i best  men  in  Wood  county. 

! IMr.  Gaghan  was  married,  March  14,  1S72, 
to  Miss  Alice  A.  Pike,  who  was  born  m Bowling 
' Green  in  1 85 3,  and  they  have  t'wo  children,  Bvrdie 
: and  Mabel.  He  is  a member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and 
Modem  Woodm.en  of  America. 

John  G.agh.ax,  who  is  one  of  the  agricultur- 
ists of  Jackson  township,  has  lived  an  honorable 
and  upright  life.  His  career,  however,  is  un- 
marked by  events  of  thrilling  experience,  but  is 
that  of  a man  who  has  faithfully  performed  his 
duty.  He  was  born  in  Wood  county,  January 
i 15,  1868,  of  parents  George  and  Mary  (Finney) 
j Gaghan,  who  for  a time  resided  at  West  Mill- 
, grove,  then  in  Washington  and  Milton  townships 
' respectively.  In  the  latter  our  subject  began  his 
i education,  acquiring  a fair  knowledge  of  the 
English  branches.  He  was  brought  iqi  as  a 
farmer's  boy,  and  his  training  in  that  line  of  labor 
was  not  meager.  He  early  displayed  an  indus- 
trious, energetic  nature,  and  these  qualities  are 
among  his  marked  characteristics,  and  have  been 
important  factors  in  his  success. 

' Mr.  Gaghan  remainetl  at  home  until  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  and  then  removed  to  liis  par- 
ents' farm,  comprising  eighty  acres  of  land  which 
was  given  him  by  his  father.  He  was  nuirried  in 
Milton  township.  Thanksgiving  day,  i8()e.  and  at 
once  took  up  his  residence  on  his  land  where  lie 
has  since  had  a comfortable  and  pleasant  home. 

I The  work  of  improving  the  property  lias  all  t'eeii 
I accomplished  by  him,  for  it  was  an  unbroken 
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wilderness  when  it  came  into  his  possession.  His 
characteristic  energy,  however,  has  transformed 
it  into  a fine  farm,  and  he  now  has  a valuable 
and  richly  improved  tract  of  land. 

Mrs.  Gaghan  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah 
Srohl.  She  was  born  in  Ottawa  county,  Ohio, 
in  January,  1873.  By  her  marriage  she  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  one  child,  an  interesting  lit- 
tle daughter,  Myrtle,  born  July  20,  1894.  The 
parents  are  widelv  and  favorably  known  in  this 
locality,  and  b.ave  many  warm  friends.  In  poli-  | 
tics,  Mr.  Gaghan  is  a Democrat,  unswerving  in  | 
his  support  of  the  principles  of  the  party.  . | 

Daniel  \V.  Huffman,  farmer  and  fruit  ! 
grower,  Washington  township,  was  born  Septem-  j 
ber  12,  1841,  in  Dauphin  county,  Penn.,  the  ! 
third  son  of  John  and  Nancy  Huffman.  j 

Our  subject’s  boyhood  was  passed  on  his 
father’s  farm,  which  he  assisted  in  clearing  up, 
while  in  the  winter  moruhs  he  also  attended  the 
district  schoirl.  He  was  seven  years  old  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Weston  township.  Wood  county,  and  when  he 
attained  his  majoritv',  he  began  to  work  for  his 
father  on  wages  In  1867  he  bought  his  first 
land,  forty'acres,  and,  when  he  had  impiroved  it  to 
a considerable  e.xtent,  sold  it  and  bought  sixty 
acres.  On  disposing  of  this  last  property,  he 
bought  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township,  and 
has  transformed-  it  into  a valuable  farm,  highly 
improved.  In  1872,  he  bought  eighty  acres  ad- 
joining, and  now  has  a quarter  section,  all  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation.  Thereon  he  erected 
a comfortable  country  residence,  at  a cost  of 
$2,000.00,  and  has  built  commodious  barns  and 
other  necessary  out-buildings.  In  addition  to  the 
cultivation  of  grain  he  raises  some  fine  varieties 
of  fruits,  which  find  a ready  sale  on  the  market. 
For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  also  engaged  in 
stock  raising. 

On  May  2,  1864,  Mr.  Huffman  enlisted  at 
Tontogany,  in  Company  H,  144th  O.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Black  and  Col.  Miller.  The  regiment 
went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  thence  to  Baltimore, 
Md.,  participated  in  the  battle  of  .Monocaev. 
July  9,  1864,  and  August  13  following,  our  sub- 
ject was  taken  prisoner,  by  Col.  Mosby,  while 
he  was  guarding  a wagon  team  cn  route  from 
Harper’s  I'erry  to  Winchester.  It  was  the  more  ■ 
aggravating  to  Mr.  Huffman,  as  on  that  verv  day 
his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  and  he  fully 
expected  he  would  be  sent  home  as  soon  as  the 
wagon  train  should  arrive  in  Wiin  hester.  .Vfter 
capture,  he  and  three  fellow  prisoners  ( two  of 
whom  were  John  PhiIli{)S,  of  Tontogany,  and 


Hugh  Stewart,  also  of  \Vood  county)  were  placed 
on  mules  and  started  off,  under  guard,  to  join  the 
Rebel  army  at  Culpeper,  \'a.  At  the  end  of 
some  forty-eight  hours’  ride,  however,  Mr.  Huff- 
man succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  by  hiding 
in  the  bush,  his  guard  being  not  over  ten  feet 
from  him  when  he  made  his  dash  for  libertv. 
This  was  on  a Monday  imorning,  and  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  night  he  found  himself  within  the 
Union  lines,  near  Alexandria.  During  the  nights 
he  tramped  along  with  great  caution,  in  daytime 
keeping  close  or  resting  himself,  never  once  step- 
t)ing  at  any  house  for  fear  of  capture,  but  living 
on  green  apples  and  anything  else  he  could  find 
in  the  woods.  He  suffered  much  from  hunger 
and  exposure,  which  resulted  in  an  attack  of 
rheumatism.  On  September  14,  1864,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

In  1 866,  Mr.  Huffman  was  married  to  Carrie 
Phillips,  who  was  born  April  27.  1S44,  a daughter 
of  John  Phillips,  of  Washington  township.  They 
had  four  children;  Arthur,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Alice,  wife  of  Charles  Bassett,  of  Weston  town- 
ship, by  whom  she  has  three  sons — Wa\ne,  Clyde 
and  Cecil;  and  Eva  and  Howard,  both  at  home. 
The  family  is  one  of  considerable  prominence  in 
the  community,  and  the  home  is  noted  for  its 
hospitality.  .Mr.  Huffman  has  been  school  di- 
rector for  a number  of  years,  and  clerk  of  the 
board.  He  was  also  supervisor  for  some  years, 
and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  trustee. 
He  belongs  to  Walter  A.  Wood  Post,  G.  A.  K., 
of  Tontogany,  and  in  politics  is  a Republican. 
His  possessions  have  been  acquired  entirely 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  his  career  demon- 
strates what  can  be  accomplished  through  earnest 
labor. 

Norton  Reed,  a prominent  capitalist  and 
real-estate  holder  of  Bowling  Green,  has  been  a 
conspicuous  factor  in  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  commercial  interests  of  this  region. 
Coming  to  this  county  in  1865  with  ample  means, 
his  energy  and  financial  ability  soon  made  him  an 
acknowledged  power.  In  the  removal  of  the 
county  seat  from  Perrysburg,  he  gave  noteworthy 
: evidence  of  those  (jualities  which  insure  success 
in  the  business  world. 

Mr.  Reed  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  grand- 
I father,  Samuel  Reetl,  having  come  from  Scot- 
I land  to  America  in  the  last  century,  locating  in 
j Connecticut.  His  son,  Samuel  2'.  our  sub;ect'< 
father,  was  born  in  Hartf()rd,  in  th.at  State,  in 
1791,  and  in  1S14  came  to  t)iiio,  settling  tlrst  ni 
Eric  county,  but  finally  in  Huron  county,  when' 
1 he  die<l  Ln  1865.  He  married  Miss  Hannah 
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Hrown,  who  died  in  Milan,  Erie  county,  in  1S84. 

"i  hoy  had  six  children;  Mary,  the  widow  of  the 
l.ite  \'olney  Be\erstock,  of  Milan,  Ohio;  Edwin, 
a resident  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Norton,  our  subject; 
Helen  jane,  the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Butman,  of 
Milan;  Harriet,  Mrs.  Thomas  Bradley,  of  Milan. 
Ohio,  and  Samuel,  who  lives  at  Carthage, 
Missouri. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  in  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  January  iS,  1821.  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools  there,  and  in 
Huron  county.  He  was  married  in  1845  ^^iss 
ifllen  R.  Wells,  who  was  born  September  4, 
!.S23,  in  New  York.  Their  three  daughters  are 
rjl  married:  Julia,  born  October  14,  184S,  is 

the  wife  of  W.  C.  Martin  of  Bowling  Green  and 
the  mother  of  four  children — Martia,  deceased, 
Norton,  Jo.,  and  Frank.  Helen  W.,  born  May 
18,  1850,  married  George  Wooster,  of  Bowling 
Green,  and  has  one  daughter — Carrie.  Luella 

G.,  born  September  6,  185:,  married  M.  P. 
Brewer,  editor  of  the  Scuiincl,  of  Bowling  Green, 
and  has  four  clu’Idren- — Charles  R. , John,  Harry, 
and  Dixie. 

Mr.  Reed  followed  farming  as  an  occupation 
for  some  time  afker  his  marriage,  first  in  Ridge- 
field township.  Huron  county,  and  then  in  Oxford 
township,  Erie  county.  Since  1S65  he  has  had 
his  home  in  Bowling  Green  (with  the  exception 
of  two  years  spent  in  Fulton  county),  and  his 
fine  brick  residence  is  an  ornament  to  the  city. 
.Mr.  Reed  takes  a philosophic  view  of  life,  and  en- 
joys the  privileges  which  his  wealth  bestows. 
He  spends  a portion  of  each  year  in  travel,  and 
of  the  last  nineteen  winters,  one  has  been  spent 
in  California  and  the  rest  in  Florida,  where  he 
owns  a large  tract  of  wild  land.  His  first  vote 
was  cast  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  he  has  remained 
a Democrat  to  the  present  time. 

John  S.  M.vhonv.  This  gentleman,  who 
spent  his  early  manhood  in  active  labor,  and 
mainly  in  agricultural  pursuits,  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  Fostoria,  Ohio,  but  still  owns  some  valu- 
able oil  land  in  Montgomery  townshipr.  A man 
of  great  energy  and  more  than  ordinary  business 
capacity,  his  success  has  been  largely  due  to  his 
own  efforts  and  sound  judgment,  by  which  he 
has  been  enabled  to  make  wise  iinestments  and 
take  good  advantage  of  his  resources. 

Mr.  Mahon  y was  born  at  Eiverpool,  Eng- 
land, December  31,  1828,  and  is  one  of  the  four 
children—  two  sons  and  two  daughters— -of 
hliotnas  and  Ellen  Mahony.  His  father,  who 
"■as  a successful  gtain  merchant,  died  when  oui  > 
''Object  was  only  four  years  old,  leaving  his  fam-  1 


ily  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  they  con- 
tinued to  cairy  on  tlie  business.  In  the  commoii 
schools  John  S.  Mahony  recei\'ed  a fair  educa- 
tion, but  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  a sea  captain  \\'ho  took  a 
liking  to  him,  and,  despite  tb.e  pleadings  of  his 
mother,  he  shipped  on  the  “ Mary  Gray, " w here 
he  was  chore-boy.  They  sailed  for  Brazil,  but 
the  voyage  ended  with  a shipwreck  on  the  Falk- 
land Islands,  while  I'n  route  for  Valparaiso,  Chili, 
where  they  lived  for  a month  on  a desert  island, 
i but  were  finally  taken  by  a schooner  to  Port 
i Egrnout,  and  later  were  taken  on  board  a New 
I Zealand  vessel,  the  “Bolena,"  which  came  to 
that  port  for  w'ater.  He  and  another  boy  ap- 
pealed to  the  governor  of  the  Falkland  Islands 
for  passage  home,  but  were  refused.  Finally, 
however,  by  working  his  passage,  he  got  hack  to 
Eondon,  and  then,  after  an  eighteen-months’ 
absence,  to  his  home  in  Liverpool,  where  he 
found  the  family  mourning  for  his  supposed 
death.  Mr.  Mahony  then  clerked  in  the  Amer- 
ican wholesale  house  in  Liverpool  of  James  Mc- 
blenry  & Co.  until  the  hard  times  caused  him  to 
lose  his  position,  and  then  he  went  as  a sailor  to 
New'  Orleans,  whence  he  went  to  Havre,  France, 
and  on  that  trip  returned  to  New  York  with  im- 
migrants. For  a time  he  sailed  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  and  to  the  W’est  Indies,  but,  on  January  26. 
1849,  he  left  New  York  for  San  Francisco,  hav- 
ing been  taken  with  the  gold  fever,  and  arriv  ed 
there  the  following  August.  He  became  part 
ow'ner  of  a small  boat  engaged  in  rafting  on  San 
P'rancisco  bay,  and  remained  in  California  until 
June,  1854,  engaged  in  rafting  and  mining.  He 
returned  to  New  York  by  way  of  the  Panama 
route. 

Before  leaving  the  Golden  State.  Mr.  Mahony 
had  been  told,  by  a fellow-worker,  of  the  ■•Black 
Swamp”  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  he  pro- 
ceeded after  his  arrival  in  New  York,  and  pur- 
chased 120  acres  of  partially  improved  land  in 
Sections  3 and  10,  Montgomery  township;  but 
before  he  located  thereon  he  made  a visit  to  his 
' mother  in  England,  who  died  the  following  year. 
I'anning  was  entirely  a new  business  to  our  sub- 
ject, who,  under  many  tiifficulties,  secured  ,i 
I knowledge  of  the  busiiu'ss,  and  his  first  attempt.'^ 

; at  plow'ing  will  never  be  forgotten.  He  also 
! made  several  runs  on  the  lakes  in  the  fall  after 
! the  farm  work  was  done. 

On  February  21,  1855,  in  Montgomer>  town- 
shij),  Mr.  Mahony  was  marriv-d  tvi  Mi>.-  l.oniula 
b'.  McFerren,  a.  native  of  Wood  count}',  aiu!  a 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  H.innah  Mcberren,  and 
they  liave  become  the  jiareuts  of  live  children 
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Ellen  A.,  now  I\Irs.  K.  C.  Canfield,  of  W'ashing- 
ton;  Kate  E.,  wife  of  E.  D.  Tandy,  of  Colorado; 
Clara  E.,  wife  of  Charles  A.  Whaley,  of  Wash- 
ington; Mattie  G.,  at  home;  and  John  F. , a 
hardware  merchant  of  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Resolving  to  aid  his  adopted  countr_\-  in  her 
struggle  to  preserve  the  Union,  Mr.  Mahony  en- 
listed in  i86i,  leaving  his  plow  standing  in  the 
field,  and  became  a member  of  Company  K,  2ist 
O.  V.  I.  He  was  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his 
regiment  participated  until  September,  1863, 
when,  after  the  battle  of  Chickarnauga,  Ga..  he, 
with  his  regiment,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  for 
seventeen  months  he  was  confined  at  Richmond, 
and  in  other  Confederate  prisons.  Was  mustered 
out  May  15,  1865.  He  has  never  regained  his 
former  health.  From  private  he  received  one 
promotion  after  another  until  after  the  battle  of  i 
Stone  River,  when  he  was  given  a commissioned  i 
office,  and  later  received  a first  lieutenant's  and  | 
captain's  commission.  He  was  mustered  out  | 
May  15,  1865,  when  his  services  were  no  longer  i 
needed,  and  returned  to  his  home  with  an  honor- 
able war  record. 

Until  1893  Mr.  Mahony  continued  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  his  excellent  farm, 
and  then  removed  to  Fostoria,  where  two  years 
later  he  built  his  elegant  residence  on  M’est  Fre- 
mont  street.  He  comes  from  a good  English  1 
family,  and  he  has  given  to  his  children  excellent  i 
advantages.  In  leligious  belief  he  is  a Congrega- 
tionalist,  while  his  estimable  wife  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a charter  member 
of  Hamilton  Post,  G.  A.  R. , of  Bradner,  Ohio,  in 
which  he  served  as  its  first  adjutant.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  a firm  believer  in  high  pro- 
tection, and  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
enterprising  men  of  the  county,  who  has  here  se- 
cured a comfortable  competence  and  the  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

W.  M.  Tuller,  M.  D.  Among  the  phvsi- 
cians  of  Bowling  Green  none  bears  a higher  po- 
sition in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  commu- 
nity than  does  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
well  merits  the  confidence  the  public  reposes  in 
him,  and  who  has  attained  to  success  in  his  pro- 
fessional career  by  his  force  of  character  and  de- 
votion to  his  work. 

Dr.  Tuller  was  born  in  Delaware  county. 
Ohio,  July  7,  1848.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is 
of  Dutch  descent,  John  Tuller,  the  original 
American  ancestor,  hasing  come  from  Holland 
some  two  hundred  years  ;igo.  Roswell  Tuller, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1794 
in  Connecticut,  was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  died 


in  February,  1866,  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio. 
He  married  Nancy  Thompson,  who  was  born  in 
1797  in  New  York  State,  and  died  in  1876.  Ros- 
well Tuller  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12,  in 
which  his  father,  also  named  Roswell,  served  as 
captain. 

Alvin  Tuller,  the  Doctor’s  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  born  August  5, 
1S17,  was  married,  and  engaged  in  farming  there 
until  after  the  birth  of  all  his  children,  who  were 
five  in  number,  viz.;  Adelbert  D.,  a farmer  in 
Wood  county;  Mary  , the  widow  of  Isaac  W. 
Yoakam,  who  w'as  killed  in  Franklin  county;  one 
wTo  died  in  infancy;  W.  M.,  and  Milo  di.,  living 
in  Wood  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Tuller  subsequently 
removed  to  Franklin  county,  and  in  1893  to  Bowl- 
ing Green,  where  the  family  still  reside.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elvira  Maynard, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county  October  30,  1819, 
and  was  there  married.  Her  parents,  Stephen 
and  Mary  tPhilips)  Maynard,  were  both  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  the  father  coming  to  Franklin 
count}  , Ohio,  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  to  be 
eighty-three  years  old.  The  mother  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty- nine  years.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren— Matilda,  Elvira,  Darwin  and  Augustus. 
The  Maynard  family  is  of  English  and  Scotch 
descent. 

Until  sixteen  years  of  age  our  subject  re- 
mained at  home,  attending  the  common  school 
and  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  He  then 
entered  Central  College,  in  Franklin  county. 
Ohio,  and  after  completing  the  course  taught 
school  for  six  years,  after  which  he  began  read- 
ing medicine  with  Dr.  H.  Hendrickson,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio.  He  subsequently  took  a course 
in  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876, 
coming  immediately  thereafter  to  Bowling  Green 
and  beginning  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged.  When 
Dr.  Tuller  first  took  up  his  residence  in  the  place 
the  town  was  composed  of  small  wooden  build- 
ings, and  was  primitive  in  all  its  surroundings. 
He  has  been  a witness  of  its  growth  ami  pros- 
perity. and  his  practice  has  grown  and  prospered 
with  it.  I'or  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been 
the  physician  ami  surgron  for  both  railroads 
passing  through  Bowling  Green — the  Cincinnati. 
Hamiltim  N Da}  ton  and  thi.'  Toledo  A:  Ohio 
Central.  Of  late  years  Dr.  'I'uller  1ms  confined 
his  practice  more  especi.dly  to  consultation  ami 
office  business,  in  which  he  has  a large  clientage, 
being  known  far  ami  near  as  a man  of  deep  iearn- 
ing  ami  great  skill.  He  is  a member  of  the 
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S<ifth\ve.stern  Ohio  Medical  Association,  the 
\uu-rican  Medical  Association,  and  also  of  the 
N.itional  Association  of  Railroad  Physicians  and 
Miiy'eon.s.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Subor- 
.iinatc  Lodge  and  Encampment,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
tlio  L-  O-  Woodmen  of  the 

SV<.rld,  and  although  prevented  by  his  arduous 
pfi  fessional  duties  from  attending  as  much  as  he 
,)iild  like  to,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
tiicse  fraternal  organizations. 

I'inancially  Dr.  Tuller  has  been  very  success- 
hd.  He  was  one  of  the  number  who  drilled  the 
::r<l  gas  well  in  this  locality,  and  has  ever  since 
l-ecn  connected  with  the  company  as  an  organ- 
i.’or,  it  proving  a very  profitable  business.  He  is 
.i  sl(;ckholder  in  the  First  National  pjank  at  Dun- 
kirk, Ind.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  has 
h.-ld  the  offices  of  mayor  and  member  of  the  city 
council,  and  has  also  been  one  of  the  board  of 
City  e.xaminers  of  schools.  In  every  relation  of 
!)fe  lie  has  buine  his  part  well,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  county. 

On  July  4,  1S71,  Dr.  Tuller  was  married  to 
iosephine  Mott,  who  w’as  born  July  24,  1846,  at 
Kockaway  Beach,  L.  I,,  daughter  of  Henry  Mott, 
V.I10  was  a sea  captain.  Their  union  has  been 
I'lessed  with  five  children;  Willis  Ray  and  Lillie 
May,  living,  and  Jessie,  who  died  when  five  and 
a half  years  of  age;  Bertha,  who  died  when  two 
•md  a half  years  old,  and  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Charles  J.  S.vgf.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Wasliington  county  \'a, , April  ii, 
1836,  and  was  one  year  old  when  his  parents 
tnoved  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  He  attended  the 
‘’•uumon  schools  of  his  time,  but  his  opportuni- 
ties were  limited  and  much  inferior  to  those  of  the 
present  day.  The  death  of  our  subject's  father, 
'•’•hen  the  former  was  a little  over  four  years  old, 
net  to  him  a valuable  friend.  Fortunately  he 
had  a good  mother  and  older  brothers — the  lat- 
ter, though  young,  seemed  competent  to  dis- 
•'harge  the  duties  thus  thrown  upon  them.  When 
”'ir  subject  w'as  eleven  years  old  his  widowed 
^'i<>ther  and  her  family  came  to  Wood  county,  and 
•'Heated  a short  distance  west  of  Prairie  Depot, 
"•here  Charles  attended  school.  In  the  summer 
I his  si.xteenth  year  he  left  home  and  was  eni- 
f-  '-ved  as  driver  on  the  Wabash  canal  at  a sal-  ; 
C'  <d  $12  p^.j-  nionth.  The  following  summer 
‘igain  worked  at  that  business  and  recei\ed 
, ' > per  month.  When  eighteen  years  old  he 
' •!'Hi  to  learn  the  trade  of  a carpenter  under  his  j 
brother  William,  of  Huron.  He  S[)ent  : 
time  with  him  and  then  w'ent  toColdwater,  i 


Mich.,  where  he  worked  with  his  brother-in-law, 
M.  H.  Parker. 

In  the  summer  of  1S56  Mr.  Sage  went  to 
Chicago,  where  he  worked  awhile,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Michigan,  and  Ohio,  until  1859,  when 
a desire  to  go  west  possessed  him,  and'  he  went 
to  Atchison,  Kans.,  hired  out  as  a teamster  and 
drove  an  ox-team  of  six  yoke  through  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  from  which  {ila.ce  he  went  on 
to  Sacramento,  Cal.,  which  lie  reached  after  a 
journey  of  four  months.  He  hired  out  to  a 
rancher,  and  later  worked  at  his  trade.  In  the 
spring  of  1861  he  went  to  Nevada,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Virginia  City,  where  new  mines  had  been 
discovered.  Here  he  followed  his  trade  and 
bought  a blacksmith  shop  in  the  mountains;  not 
being  a blacksmith  himself,  he  hired  a smith, 
and  he  did  the  wood  work.  This  proved  to  be  a 
good  business,  and  Mr.  Sage  stayed  in  the  Far 
West  until  the  fall  of  1865.  when  he  returned  to 
Ohio  and  spent  the  winter  of  1S65-66,  and  in  the 
spring  of  the  latter  year  returned  to  his  business 
in  the  mountains,  which  he  subsequently  sold 
out,  and  went  to  work  for  the  government  at 
Fort  Churchill,  Nev.,  as  wheel  wright,  until  the 
fall  of  1 86 7,  when  he  again  went  back  to  Ohio. 

Mr.  Sage  was  married  in  Perrysburg  Novem- 
I ber  17,  1868,  to  Miss  Marian  C.  Benjamin,  of 
-■  Montgomer}’ township,  a native  of  Summit  county, 
i Ohio,  where  she  was  born  February  3.  1845. 
j Her  parents  were  Aaron  and  Laura  (Markham': 

I Benjarnin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New 
York  State  and  the  latter  in  Massachusett.s. 
They  were  married  in  New  York,  and  went  to 
Tuscarawas  countv,  Ohio,  losing  their  monev  on 
the  way,  by  robbery.  Mr.  Benjamin  bought  a 
farm  in  Tuscarawas  county,  and  from  there  moved 
to  Summit  county,  and,  when  Marian  was  nine 
years  old,  they  went  to  Scott  township,  San- 
dusky county,  and  finally  to  Montgomery  town- 
ship, where  Aaron  died  Februar}-  4,  1S83,  nearl}' 
eighty-four  years  old.  His  wife  died  March  cc. 

1 895,  over  eighty-seven.  Their  family  consisted 
of  six  children;  Nelson  li\-es  in  Florida;  .\aron 
was  a blacksmith  and  shoemaker  by  trade,  but 
followed  farming  much  of  his  later  life;  and  all 
living  but  one. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject's  marriage  his  fi- 
nances were  reduced  very  low;  but  being  a good 
mechanic,  he  could  always  find  something  to  ilo. 
and  eventuall)  got  a start.  In  1S7C  he  located 
on  the  lot  where  he  nowli\  es,  and  where,  in  1S89. 
he  completed  an  elegant  house,  arranged  after 
his  own  ideas  and  under  his  personal  direction. 
To  him  and  liis  wife  two  children  h.i\e  been 
born,  namely:  Celia,  an  educateil  young  huly. 
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is  a teacher  in  the  Prairie  Depot  sciiools; 
Charles  B.  is  at  home.  Mr,  Sage  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  has  served  four  years  as  town- 
ship clerk,  si.\  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  j 
councilman  for  one  term,  and  mayor  of  Prairie 
Depot  for  one  term.  Mr.  Sage  is  a well-known 
mechanic  of  considerable  skill,  he  has  a comfort- 
able home,  an  e.xcellent  famil}’,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected and  one  of  Prairie  Depot’s  best  citizens. 

J.  C.  ISberly.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
a farmer  of  Portage  township,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that 
locality,  his  birth  taking  place  March  i8,  1834. 

Jacob  Eberly,  the  father,  was  born  in  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  Penn.,  July  14,  1804,  and  moved 
to  Franklin  county  when  but  a child.  He  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  when  a young  man 
came  to  Northern  Ohio  and  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Upper  Sandusky,  Fremont  and  Toledo.  Pie 
was  married  in  Waterville,  Fucas  county,  to  Miss 
Flizabeth  Co.x,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Co.x,  who 
was  born  September  20,  1806.  Mr.  Fberly  be- 
gan life  as  a poor  bojy  and  earh'  in  the  ’30s  he 
came  to  Portage  township  and  took  up  eight}- 
acres  along  the  Portage  river,  in  Section  6,  which 
was  then  in  a wild  state,  the  forests  being  full  of 
game,  large  and  small.  Mr.  Fberly  made  a 
clearing,  in  which  he  built  a cabin  i6.x2ofeet, 
and  a blacksmith  shop.  It  was  strictly  a pioneer  ' 
settlement,  and  the  earliest  in  the  township. 
The  farmers  would  come  from  a distance  of  eight 
and  ten  miles  to  have  work  done  for  them,  which 
they  would  engage  to  be  done  for  days  ahead.  In 
this  way  he  became  well  known  by  the  farmers 
for  miles  around.  He  was  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican,  and  served  a longer  term  as  treas- 
urer of  Portage  township  than  any  other  incum- 
bent of  the  office.  He  dieil  October  31,  1894, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet}-  years,  his  wife  fol- 
lowing him  to  the  better  land  November  17,  of 
the  same  year,  and  they  both  rest  in  the  Portage 
cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Jane,  born  October  6,  [828,  died 

August  14,  t830;  John,  born  June  3,  1830,  died  ! 
December  17,  1850;  Mary,  born  June  2,  1832,  ' 
married  Flisha  Prescott,  and  died  November  24,  ; 
1858;  Martha,  married  Allen  Hampton,  and  is 
deceased;  ].  C.,  our  subject;  Matilda,  born  April 
2,  1835,  iiiarrietl  John  Johnson,  of  Toledo;  \Vill- 
iam,  Dcceml)er  10,  1836,  is  a merchant  of  Bowl- 
ing Green:  Flliott,  September  10,  1838,  li\es  in  ' 
Center  township;  Harriet  B.,  March  17,  1S41,  , 
became  the  wife  of  F.  Dowd,  of  Norwalk, 
Ohio;  Benjamin  C.,  January  ii,  1843,  a resi-  i 
dent  of  Piowling  Green;  Fuc}-,  January  8,  1845,  i 


married  John  Sargent,  and  later  wedded  Albert 
Goumont.  She  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Fberly  was  a great  hunter,  and  had  but 
one  superior  and  he  was  "Squire"  McMahan,  in 
hunting  deer  in  his  section  of  the  county.  Pic 
was  compelled  to  give  up  his  trade  when  forty 
years  old,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
upon  the  farm.  His  death  had  been  predicted 
forty  years  before  it  occurred. 

Our  subject  was  reared  as  a farmer’s  boy,  and 
attended  the  district  schools  in  Portage  town- 
ship, and  for  one  term  he  went  to  the  graded 
school  at  Waterville.  He  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter  trade,  but  gave  it  up  and  returned 
home  where  he  remained  until  August  7,  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  at  Portage  in  Company  A,  looth 
O.  \'.  P,  under  Capt.  John  Shannon.  They 
camped  for  a while  at  Toledo,  and  then  went  to 
Covington,  Ky. , where  our  subject  was  con- 
fined in  the  hospital  tor  a time,  and  then  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Fexington.  During  an  engage- 
ment at  Resaca  he  was  struck  by  a fragment  of 
a shell,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Chatta- 
nooga, where  he  remained  for  several  weeks. 
After  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  he  went  there  and  again 
joined  his  regiment,  with  which  he  remained  until 
it  reached  Newbern,  N.  C.,  when  he  was  taken 
with  typhoid  fever  and  confined  in  tlic  hospital  at 
that  place,  and  later  was  removed  to  Fort  Schuy- 
ler, N,  Y. , where  he  recovered,  and  was  finally 
discharged  from  the  service  there. 

Mr.  Fberly  returned  to  Portage  after  the  war, 
and  went  to  work  on  a farm.  December  2,  1S66, 
he  w'as  married  to  Miss  Martha  F.  MeP'erren. 
who  was  born  in  Montgomery  township.,  March 
21,  1842,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  Plzekioi 
and  Hannah  (Floyd)  McFerren,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  York.  Mrs.  Fberly  was  a 
school  teacher  in  her  younger  days.  Our  subject 
located  in  Section  7,  on  eight}'  acres  of  land 
which  was  owned  jointly  by  himself  and  h;s 
brother  \Yilliarn,  and  only  a few  acres  of  which 
was  cleared  at  that  time.  Our  subject  later 
bought  out  his  brother’s  interest,  and  became 
sole  owner.  He  now  has  ninety-five  acres.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fberly  had  two  children,  Grace,  born 
.\ugust  20,  1880,  died  November  20,  1S83: 

and  Hazel,  born  November  3,  1883,  now 

living  at  home.  .Mr.  Plberly  is  a stanch,  member 
of  the  Republicati  part}’,  and  in  former  years  was 
one  of  Portage's  greatest  workers  in  the  cause. 
Pie  never  held  office,  being  in  politics  not  from 
seitish  moti\es  but  to  assist  in  the  success  ('t  hi- 
party.  In  1894,  he  built  :i  fine  home  where  he 
dispenses  hospitality  to  all  his  friends,  of  whom 
he  has  a largo  number.  His  wife  is  a member 
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. f ihc  United  Brethren  Church,  and  they  con- 
Sfdnule  freely  to  its  supprort. 

iiiKAM  Addison  Craw  is  one  of  the  early 
r lunecrs  of  Wood  county,  and  for  many  years  one 
f Its  prominent  agriculturists.  He  is  now.  after 
rn.my  years  of  active  labor,  spending  the  evening 
h:s  life  in  quiet  and  ease  at  his  home  in  Bowl- 
:-ti'  Creen.  He  was  born  in  Fairheld,  Franklin 
Co.,  \'t.,  March  9,  1829. 

liis  [»arents,  John  and  Laura  ( Boardrnan ) 
<’r:iw,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Suffield, 
Suiheld  Co.,  Conn.,  October  25,  1787.  and  the 
1. liter  in  W'est  Corinth,  Orange  Co.,  Vt.,  Novem- 
!--T  i.j.,  17S9,  were  married  December  14.  1809, 
m W cst  Corinth,  and  lived  in  Fairheld,  Frank- 
hnCo.,  Vt.  In  the  fall  of  1835  they  came  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Ridgefield  township,  Huron 
fomity,  where  they  bought  a farm  and  lived  until 
1S51,  then  removing  to  Wood  county  and  locat- 
ing in  Plain  township,  four  miles  north  of  Bowl- 
ing Green.  The  father  died  in  that  city  Juh'  7, 
the  mother  having  passed  away  March  13, 
iSrt,  while  living  on  the  farm.  The  mother 
early  in  life  v\'as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
fopa!  Church,  hut  in  February,  1S58,  with  her 
fiushand  and  one  of  her  daughters,  Almira  Gre- 
gory, and  her  husband  and  the  subject  of  this 
'-ketch  and  his  vs-ife,  all  fully  believed  and  in- 
d'lrsed  the  Seventh-Day  Adventist  faith,  and  corn- 
fiienced  to  observe  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  ac- 
cording to  the  Scripture  and  Bible  plan,  and  have 
c'b.sorved  it  ever  since.  But  the  organization  of 
tfiv  Cluirch  did  not  take  place  until  October  6, 
C't'i,  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  by  a conference,  by 
t!:c  vote  of  vvhicli  it  was  recommended  that  the 
f liurdies  enter  into  organization,  adopting  the 
following  as  a Church  covenant:  “We,  the  un- 

■nTsigtied,  hereby  associate  ourselves  together  as 
a Ciiurch,  taking  the  name  Seventh-Day'  Advent- 
ists, covenanting  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
^'od  and  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.”  All  of  the 
■thove-named  family  united  with  this  body,  and 
•DC  still  connected  with  it,  except  the  father  of 
Mic  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  as  firm  a be- 
liever in  the  truth  and  practice  of  it  as  any  one 
'>(  the  family  to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  felt  as- 
•'ircd  that  he  would  have  a part  in  the  first  resur- 
''■etion  at  the  second  coming  and  appearing  of 
d,f  Blessed  Master.  In  accordance  with  the 
OCAS  of  tills  sect  the  Sabbath  begins  at  sun- 
^•  ‘•'•n  on  h riday  evening,  and  ends  at  the  same 
'll  ''1.  Sniurclay  evening.  Mr.  Craw,  Sr.,  wliilc 
’ digajiis  mati  and  an  earnest  Bible  student  and 
' Wcver  111  its  doctrines,  never  united  with  any 
'lurch.  He  was  originally  an  old  dine  Whig, 


subsequently  becoming  a Republican,  was  a man 
of  much  intelligence,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by' 
all  who  knew  him. 

This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  the  following  record  is  given: 
Matilda,  born  October  14,  iSio,  married  Addi- 
son Fay  January  19,  1832.  They  settled  in 
Fairfield  township.  Franklin  Co.,  ; in  183.4 
came  to  Ohio,  and  for  a number  of  years  lived 
in  bluron  county,  and  in  1S50  came  to  Plain 
township.  Wood  county,  adjoining  Bowling  Green, 
where  Mrs.  Fay  died  October  27,  1864.  and  her 
husband  in  1892;  Prudence  D. , born  May  20, 
1814,  was  m.arried  May  21,  1834,  to  Peter  Hath- 
away' (they  lived  in  Milan  township,  Huron 
county,  but  after  some  years  the  county  was 
divided,  and  Milan  and  where  Mr.  Hathaway- 
lived  on  the  Huron  river  became  a part  of  Erie 
county,  and  they-  continued  to  live  there  until  he 
died,  when  she  sold  out  and  moved  to  Adrian, 
Mich.);  Almira,  born  June  26,  1817,  was  rmrrricdi 
in  P'airfield  township,  Franklin  Co.,  \'t.,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1834,  to  Levi  S.  Gregory,  and  they  now 
reside  in  Bowling  Green;  Horace  B. , born  Oc- 
tober 7,  1820,  died  in  infancy;  Boardiinan,  born 
June  29,  1826,  also  died  in  infancy;  Hiram  A., 
our  subject. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  latter  was 
Reuben  Craw,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Xew 
England,  who  died  in  \'ennont.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Amos  Boardrnan,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, November  17,  1764,  and  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1789,  to  Prudence  Chapman,  who  was 
born  March  3,  1768,  in  Corinth,  Vt.  They  were 
farmers,  and  lived  in  West  Corinth,  Orange  Co.. 
Vt.,  where  he  died  July  31,  1S54.  and  his  wife 
July  21,  1851.  Their  family  comprised  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Laura,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 

ject, born  November  14,  1789;  Betsy,  born  Oc- 
tober 16,  1792,  died  August  15,  1802;  Erastus, 
born  August  3,  1795,  died  January  25.  1842; 
Almira,  born  December' 5,  1797,  died  July  4, 
1876;  Edna,  born  December  10,  1799,  died  No- 
vember 3,  1827;  Direxa,  born  September  19,  1801, 
died  October  5,  1802;  Electa,  born  March  17. 
1803,  died  in  WTst  Corintli,  \’t.,  in  i892;Hiram, 
born  October  3,  1805,  died  April  14,  1871; 

Direxa  (2),  born  March  20,  1808,  died  Jamusry 
6,  1812;  Hatsel,  born  January  2,  i i 1 , died 

April  '3,  1851. 

Hiram  A.  Craw  lived  in  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  attended  school  and  assisted  hi.s  frithor 
upon  the  farm  until  the  removal  of  thi-  family  in 
1851  to  Wood  co'unly.  He  was  married  June  2. 
1833,  to  Miss  -Vnn  H.dl,  who  was  bi-rn  in  vtliNes- 
burg,  Ricldand  Co.,  Ohio,  June  19,  1833,  and 


.u.YvO  ;tvvi'30‘^  (JlOO'it 


,J  ;-Mfi  .MPoil  h^'V-^'A  j;  sf  iniODsU  x-nsupaedna 

-at.;?  ' nri-.<d  , t.v-  i>f!C  (hunt 

(Ti:ii  oilv/^  Mg 

I..  y:iJ  nr.  -ilquoy  v'i370v/  ?irf’l 


iv<nl!.,d  .k!'  (iMt*  ''/ 


! i 


• »T  . J 


•iy;.'j.'.0  n.'v'i  „. 
. /■  i;.(*r:i;|_  'n- 


UO-'^ 


i L/TODyj 

jlMKf'l  .0  I I 

,;  ,fl  r .ir  ..  , _ . _ , 

. / J .'lu'i'ii',  •'■'>1  hlnfl  jiK'i 

• , ‘r,  1-^cImmu  >;  ul  b-;..  >n:iO  ol  ■.'uj;.o  ; 

• ! '■rui:-'  O.--  11:  .vlniwy  n-;tfin  ni  , 

• fti.  , '..VUIOD  b<;c  V/’  , Jir!  ;S7/-  .) 

I 1 . ' ,.,7:  h'-ib  VGd  >;tU  ■»'odv.- 

;:v'l  ' .cr  ; r.Qf;  i ni  biuid-KUt! 

< r - : -'I  ijJHTH.'r, 

,M  ’ n.vbl/-  II'  b'v:i  /-•’■i-') 

.!  ‘ ••  ' .[)  j;).]  ,7)n»«o5 

:] : -I’,  hv  !r:^  b.u;  ,bybiyib 

; ; ..  . -.  r..  -7’i  1 'VH  ■f.'-U.'H  30l  GO  i>3vU 

, r.'i!  fyj.byn/o-’i'o  (.edJ  bu.-j  ,y}!tuop 

.;  V /c.m  biUG  Wo-  fowl/.'  .[toib 

::.i.  t <5*  ,0:  rni;:[  nioi! 

.!  / - O'’  ' f’ 

y,,!  ; • :r);.'5'iP/  O : oJ  0 > 'tiid 

: . ;;  ;.  v;  >b  in^-oiO  'J-uil  •'/. -U  ri 

,,.J  .n-.nf.T'o.,S  . piu^b'l  iii  b wb 

I . /.'.'t-rdfii  (U  b'jib  vw/:  ,v- 

‘ ' .jOfjbbr.  q,‘0 

, , -i-.oorw  fifiJ  lo  iOfii.dbiii-r;  {j'fna^fiq  w.l  f 

i jiro  ■ vi  ii-.-’  yiit  io  t.iio  .w>nD  ri?>d|i  vi 
; i ! ’ . JiV-'orj  ) V fo  i'Wib  Ofi-7 

(.j  - ..  (V  , w r,f::r'rt;::'c  I :yjniA  , iaHj.O*bf’X# 
i-.f'  f-K'/i  I- IO‘.  >'P  ,b(iR! 

’.w’r..q/:n  .1  o;  ,Q«ri  nfet-f 

; i7  •-■'.)  ni  ' w^i  4C.d-7nil<Cyj*pd 
.I'P  .'i'Jnn-'.'  .'?;>//  n' 


-MOO  ncoH)  b'u:  .rioiMflb)  noidJ'JiU  bajwrj  1-i 

.n  jqi^ueaJr 

•<hGo  odf  lo  ^no  f-i  y.  y<i<vi/  ( 

■M\o  vff  nt  V ' bnt  .v.tnnoo  boc>7/  )o  hj-,  i.,,.  j.  , 

-HiJ  T^nfbfv.qt.  cwiior.  lo  anic,-, 

'1 ni  Xii  Sian-)  bni5  )0(n()ni  ob!  -irl  ^^’■ 

iiibior.-t'H  .blod-xt-s'd  ni  Hnw  all  -n-j'o.) 

,q  dTfnl4  ..J.V  .,<0 

fnsaitvoA^l)  iiv.vJ  bofi  iuh\  r-.dl 

blya'iiLivf  ni  fn'.x!  •■■■■*■■'  fHOfiv/  to  Tinnoi  ••fU 
yn)  bnr.  O'-  T.doJoO  ,.nmO  , 

-(fifjvo^:  ..j7  ,.o'j  ntbihoD  3?ioV/  m vjIUI  - 

1 ,J.)  70<j<:“*‘-l-br  b‘.»i‘ilpffl  5»T07/  .^1  1 *<1 

.bl'j  Itoi’d  w.  Iv'.mI  bnG  :dhnn,  3.vyV/  .w 
o)  srru.o  y^y  iollol  nl  )7  ,•  o3  nJ 
nowH  .qifi-o.'.o7  bbdsabiM  f!t  .o«in 

Ihuu  bo'/d  bofi  fmf;>  r.  Jrixuod  V3fl)  yiu(h(  \ 

' -.Jrvv  i/m:  7tfun  , V'  b!  ^Hlvomaf  no.tl  .1^  ,c 

' -ivro.'l  ;n  dnofl  oyin'n  • wol  ninf'^u/oj)  til  ^ w 

i vlul  xih  unji Oii  b'^ib  lodJril  oHT  ' -oO  *x<»*  " 

c i sci/firt  irJiUoai  ydj‘.r,>*-81  ^ 

i -. -f'lort,  'ni  r -3dJ  no  X-iiivi!  ‘j'irfv/  .iy.4  *yj 

■ :>d)  io  i<x!rn3iii  a ?gv/  -j1i1  ni  ■ / ; 

: -,-^d\oiv/  .v>Gon'>-^  ni  Jiid  ,dDi»H'}  Ifvqrtn 

1 Kiiwdy.  ;?-od;4ni.b  lod  lo  onci  bfi«  bnndHuf 
' 'i-h  i'  i ./fii  bns  bnB<isnd 

• .o;!'.  ! y’bwi  !!fi  »id  bn« 


;i/.  !• 

. ! .'i  .vj; 
r.y'.i  I 


fCii.  niJiKl  .(eiJnovLA  vfia-fhmtvn^  ud) 

■-■.vJ  vd.?  lo  f!3.cdJr.8  ddi  o/rj3<Jo  ol  b'vV'!’'.  n 


■ niboii  > 


. r.i 


ar.  'c  -j-'L  b’.ni,.  »rl  LOyi!'//  , ) >' 

■.  ydiafil  *ii6ri  f -.'  .i^oi..  r-f.  ,k1”1 

q.j.  -i',o  io  ndi  .;j'n  ...i  .iirr>rt>3  U«i>oI 

• t*)  rr'^d  •■  .j  .i  : J ■'  ■-' • In f-'"''  moo  ,J00( 

.1.0^1  b-.i.b  poq.  .,■■)!  ridoJ 

: >. : : ■:  v;ir.unx.i  bi'd-  • ^cQV  i lR»TfnA  mM. 

t ■'(.(_  bf-tb  ,\P\X  , c- ■ isdai-JooU  mod  ofiiinjf A: 
3/j(b  A*''  i.odniaoad  mod' ,£ob3  ;0^8i 

loot  ,0T  J/ ^ 

1 ilo  -nK  aiod ^ ?£Q«  i '^lodoloQ  _bsib 

a;H  aP  db'  /nJbiibD  fti  baiB  ,ep8t 
• vt  .V'r  inqA  bi»ib'  T.t  V'dOioO  mod 

/ ^untl  bfdb  •'!  ,;  .:  .!■•,  »/  mod 
b-v-b  ij/,i  ,r.  v-.<;yu4  mcd  ;£i8i  .b 

' “■  • * .1  jV.  I ,F.J  InoA 

i.i.lO  1!  -nil  bo‘/il  7/BlO  ./■.  inia/li 

Miijr.l 'f.iil  1>')JPi25G  hap.  lr>QdJZ-hpb[imSr  pd  ^tW( 
lu  '-b  :o  iGvoiii^'i  Ml  Ibm:  "frard  6m  ndqo 

,::  it.'u.'j  l/ynanin  •<:■- /•’  :>H  .,yiuuo’i  b(n= 

-".I'.'ilij  iu  r;;od  ^nv/  odv/  .litli  or  aisil/  1"'  — '■ 
3(  bfif,  * •b’’  ^ I -osdO  .•C^ 


-ni  lifxff 

•fUO: 

-.0* ... 

y/r.d  iniA  ,nr.!q,uli]ia  boB  em.'qir/d  - . ^ 

lo  noijB%nin-io  .nil  .ooOi3  b 

,v  0>iB3  Ion  bib  ""J 

,-f’  is7'^  ^ oHlfia  J« 

■'dj  bybaonnuoo&x 

- a.ii . in,  i-ddo  p.nd'jW  U 

■ 'f'  ■ ‘ .1 n-i  ...  vfif/mlwi 


-nf' 


•irij  .o7'’“  ;jncno706  douniD  B 
. pp  r’dJoxoJ  p.97beiqo  dliifooRSf:  "(cbaiin  .bongiM  ^ 

■ jnjrU.  v£a-d3fi9V98  adJ  xnidu)  . 

1 lo  g3rx9'pt6iiiXiWfndo  9di  q^>'i 


R PMtJ  IO  P P :i 

t»n  ■ es'ti  - dimJ  9 *l  xdV'io  ' ^ 

, -P.K  Bid  lo<;^sb-oril  oJ 

■ -y a h't  ipnir^df  nriJitet  b bloov//M  J£ 

\ ,o  ,..iv.:.qV  bn.  sntao» 

•nil  dJiv/  sortfibiooDG  ol  bj  . 

iUnue  1C  Pnl^M  duMp^  Ml 
,,  sbfio  /.  bn£"'4ft.06ya  *1  »® 

: “^ni7i*J79'x‘^biuJBd  f 

' \n6  yldla  iH^niGb  *<B  nem 

Viw  d3iw4.oJimi  d970Ji  .gsftnV^^b  sb  ni  ^ 

,yidV/  ofiil-blo  nu  '{UisnisixO  ' 


